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Stephens, Alexander H.,'a Represenlativo from 
Geor|^a— 

remarks o'n th^ Fresidest's messago 131 

Stuart, Charles E.,a Senator from Michigan — 

remarki on the Pacific tel^raph bill 393, 

294. 295, 397 

remarks on the Post Olffice appropriation bill, 

dll, 319, 330 

remarks on Uie tat-lff Uir. '. '. 333, 

338; 337^346, 350, 359, 353, 357 
incidental rfemaiki. ; 310 

T. 

Tariff bin, remarks in. the Senate on tho bill re- 
ducing the dulled on imports.' and for otlicr 
purposfis, by — 

Mi. Atlams.- . . .328,'351, 353, 355 

Mr. BaViird .-JSO, 351, 352, 353, 354 

Mr. Bell, of Tennoaaee 354, 355, 356 

Mr. Benjamin 341, 

350, 352, 353, 334, 356. 357. 358 

Mr. Big?s 350 

Mr. BigW,S33,345,349,350,352,364,365 

Mr. Brodhcad 339, 

383, 337. 351,353.354,355 

Mr. Brown 354, 356,357 

Mr. Buller . .BM 

Mr.. Clay 350,356 

Mr. Collamcr 333,334, 

335, 337, 338, 339, 347. 349, 356, 357 
Mr. Crtltendun. . . .353. 354, 355. 356. 357 

Mr. Donglfls .853. 35?^ 396 

Mr. Pish. , 35), 9(fi 

Mr. Fitch .?47 

Mr. Foot 355 

Mr. Foster 357 

Mr. Geyer ..33?. 

Mr. Gwiii... '....332, 346 

Mr. Hole 333, 338 

Mr, Houston. .....r .352 

Mr. Hunter .■3i;3.333, 

xii, xvu -.m', 34o, 341 , .'i47, 

m, 351. 353, 356, 357, 35» 



Tariff bill, remarks in the Senate on the'bill ra- 
ducing the dutii'M on imports, and/or other 
purposes: by— CotrfiRiua. 

M*-. Ivcraon S5S. 354, 355, 35« ' 

Mr. James 343 

Mr. Mallory .' ' ;t53' 

■ Mr. Noorsc „. . .■.340; 3.^)3, 356, 357 

Mr. Pmit 350, 352, 3.?3, 354,-3IS6' 

Mr. Push 338, ai9, 340, 341, S43.- 

■ — 347, 348, 352, 353, 355, 356, 3.W, 358 . 

' -Mr- Reid .:..'.. 351, 356 .- 

Mr. Rusk .!390j351; tl55, 35ff 

Mr.Se ward, 344,330,351, 353,353, 354,3.')r». 

Mf.-SlWell .V.v.., ; 3,58 

Mr. Smart. 333,* 

338, 339. .146, 3oU, 352, 3,^)3, 357. 
Mt. Thohiffrfit, of N<fW Jersey.. .351, 35C' 

Mr. Teoinb 348, 349, 353, 353, 358 

Mr. Wilso 332, 

342. 343. 353, 355, 357. 358 

Mr.Yolec 354 

remarks in iho House nn the bill to reduoe the 
ditiioiron rmpoits, by — 

Mr. Boycc 315 

Mr. Colfax 180 

Mr. Covodc 363 

Mr. De Witi 260. 

MK Eustis ^ 381 

Mr. Ganifiit 378 - 

Mi-. Horioii ".. 290 

Mt. Kdnnett. 247 ' 

Mr. Letcher 188 

Mr. Millsoir .S9» 

Mr. Morrill 99ft. 

Mr, Smith, of Vti^nia....<...;M....S76 

Mr. Sianton 185 

Mv. Taylor ..,..251 " 

Mv.Wakeman. .337 

Taytor,Mile«,aReprMentacivefroinfibaiai)llH»«< 
remark* «n tho taHff bill .... .... .351 

incidental remarks 190, 193 

Telegraph to the I'ncific, remurks'ln-tha SesatooQ 
the bill to expodiut the ooDstrucuon of a line 
or UnM of fiiagnetic telegraph frotn the Atlan- 
tic States to San fVaiidseo. in ■ Galifornja, ■ 
by- 
Mr. Baynrd...„ 294,296 

Mr. Uigg» 294, 298 

Mr. Butler. * 296, 

Mr. Clay ^^^^^.^,^8 

Mr.Gwiu..... ..396; 3W. 

Mr, Hunter .395, S97, 998 

Mr.-Iverson ..294, S9G 

Mr. Johnson 294, 395. 397 

M r. Rusk 298,. 094. S96, 297 

Mr. Seward. ; -.294,^196 

Mr. Stiiart 393, S84s 29S, 997-' 

Mr. Toomba. 996, 997 

Mr. Waller 993, 994, 995. 997, S9B 

Mr. Wilson 398 

Mr, Vulee -;297 

Thompson. John B., a Senator from Kentucky— 
remarks on the Indiana aeuatorial election, 

911, 9li- 

Thomson^ Jolm R.. a Senator from New Jersey— 

. rcmai^cs on the tariff Mil <351.356 

Toombs, -Rnbvrt. a Senator from Georgia — 
r^arics on the Indiana contested election, 

•IRU, t31l^2l2-. 
remark* on the Pacific telegraph bill. .396, 907 
remarka on the Po*t Oflk* appranVnitiaB bill, 
399, 306, 313, 314, 315. 316, 330 
remarkit on the tnriff bill, 348, 3^,353. 353. 358 

incidentei remarks. ..ITS 

Touccy, Is^c, a Senator from Connr(;tj(;ut: — 
remarks on tiie Indiana senatorial election 1 305, ■ 

3JI,L'12, 2J3i 
remarks on the Ppst OfHpe ^ppropriuti'm bill, 
# 31)4,320 
remarks on the larilTliiil, 351, 35;j, 335, 357, 358 
Tivosury, {iiyiual i-mto""' ol thj; Seci;t(iiry,of thc,6 
Trumbull, Lyman, a Senator from. illii)ui* — - 
rumarks on the Indiapa ttonatonnl i.'tcc;ion; 

193, 194, 195, 196, 1!IS, 199. 
300, 203, 204, '21% 213, 213 
Tyson, Job It., a Uuprcsentativi! from P«nMyl- 
, vania-;;— 

remnrka on the rcsolulton for nsopvtniuing iha 
rolalivp value of Hie coinage (if Uie Unilcd 
Stales and Great Brii;iin, and fixing ilia rel- 
ative value of the uniluiy coins of tho two , 
omintries. , • • • • 284 

remarka rdAtiuc: to liut &i4Ulifc^»ve law^nml 
the comWiiMP/3(S)^un»?.V!SVX,l.^92(> 
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w. 

Wade, Edward, a Repreaentative from Ohio — 
inddentaTremarka 145 

Wakeman, Abram, a Rcpreaentaiire from New 
York- 
remarks on the tariiri>in • 337 

incidental rennarks. : 171, 370 

Walker, Percy, aRepresentative from Ala iMtma — 

remarks on the President's messaee .99 

incidental remarks 119, 358, 359, 367 

War, annual report of the Secretary of. .... .31 

Warner, Hiram, a RepresentatiK from Geor- 
git— 

iQcidental rcmnrka 37 

Wasbburne, EUiliu B., a RepreaentaiiTe from 
Illinois— 

inoidantal remarks. 193 



Washburn, I. , Jr., a R-epreseniativefrom Maine — 

remarka on the President's meaea^ 34 

Weller, John B., a Senator from California— 
reiuarks on Imliana senatorial election... .199, 
r 205, 214 

• remarks on the Pacific telegraph bill 293, 

294, 295, 297, 298 
remarks on Post Office appropriation bill, 306, 
307. 309, 313, 314, 315, 316, 317, 319, 330 
Wilson, Henry; a Senator from Massachusetts— 

remarka on the President's message 63 

remarks'on the Indiana contested election, 206 

remarks on the Pacific telegraph bill 298 

remarks on Post Office appropriation bill. .306 

remarks on the tariff bill. 333, 

343, 343, 353, 355, 357. 358 
incidental temarka. .95, 96 



»Wright,John v., a Representative from Ten- 
nessee — 

remaiks on the Presideiit's message ..... .170 

incidental remarks.. >.>■ 1.369 

Y. 

Yeas and Nays in the Senate — 

on the Indiana con lest'^d -election case 910 

on the Post Office appropriation bill. .306, 320 ' 

on the Pacific telegraph bill 394, 298 

on the tariff bill.. .351, 353, 354, 356, 357, 358 

Yulee, David L., a Senator from Florida — 
remarka on the Brunswick naval depot bill, 174 

remarka on the Pacific telegraph bCll 297 

remarka on Post Office appromriation bill, 306, 

307, 330 

remarks on the tariff bill 354 



SENATE-SPECIAL SESSION. 



A. 

&dioumment| final, propositions for 373, 

• 386,389 
Allan, Philip, a Senator from Rhode Island . .373 
reaolaiiona by .373 

Bayard, James A., a Senator from Delaware — 
remarka relating to the reoq^ization of the 
■tandi^B committees and their clerks. . .375, 

376, 3S3 

remarks .on the Indiajta senatorial election, 393 

Bell, John, a Senator from Tennessee 387 

remarka relating to the reorganisation of the 
•tasdiog eonmitteea wid their fll«rka...37S, 

379 

BeDiemiOp JndaJi P., a Senator from Louisiana, 
353, 373, 386, 390, 393, 398 

resolutions hy 373, 386, 389 

remarks relating to the raorganixation of the 
■landing committees and their clerks. . .373, 
374, 375, 377, 378, 379, 380, 
381, 383, 383, 390, 397, 398 
remark! on the Fennaylvania senatorial Sec- 
tion... .387, 888, 391 

Biggs, Asa, a Senator from North Carolina. .373 
remarks relating to the reorgaaizatinn of the 
■ aunding committees and their clerks. . .378, 
380. 361, 383, 383 
Bi^r^ William, a Senator from Fcnnaylva- 

ftia *. 397,398 

remarka on the Psnosylvania senatorial elec- 
tion. . . . ; .383, 386, 388, 389, 391 

Bright, Jeiw U., a Senator from Indiana. . .372, 
373, 383, 390, 398 

reiolutioDS by • 373 

remarks on tlie Indiana ■enatnrial.eleetion. .385, 
386.303,394,395,396,397 
Botler, Andrew P., a Senator from South Caro- 
lina 383 

remarke relating to the reorganization of the 
standing committees and their clerks. . .377, 

378, 383 

remarka on the Feooaylnnia senatorial elec- 

tion .388, 389, 391 

remarka on the Indiana lenMorial election, 

386, 393, 394 

C. 

Cameron, Simon, a Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia. .386, 390.397,398 

resolutions by 386 

remarks on die Pennsylvania apnatoriaJ elec- 
tion 383, 389 

Chaplain, resolution relating to thf 373 

Chandler, Zacbariah, a ^nator from Michl- 

• gan 390 

Clerks and pages, resolution for the employment 

of 373 

Collamer, Jacob, a Senator from Vermont. .373, 
373, 380, 386, 390 

Committees, special 373, 396 

, standing 384 

Committees and their dcrks, proposition for 
amending the 34th rule of the Senate relating 

to the .373,390, 397,^ 

remarks on the, by — 

Mr. Bayard .375,376, 383 

Mr. BeU.ofTonjieasee .378, 379 



Committees and their clerks, proposition for 
amending; the 34th rule of the Senate relating 
to the, remarka on the, by — Continued. 

Mr. Benjamin 373, 374, 375, 377, 378, 

379, 380, 36^1, 383, 383, 390, 397, 398 

Mr. Biggs .373, 380, 381 , 383, 383 

Mr. Bigler. 397 

Mr. Butler 377, 378. 383 

Mr. Cameron ..397. 398 

Mr. Collamer 380 

Mr. Evans .397, 398 

' Mr. Fessenden 374, 

375, 376, 377, 379, 381, 382 
Mr. Fitzpatrick. ...... .373,374,375. 397 

Mr. Foot. ;. 379, 380, 368 

Mr. Foster .375,377 

Mr. Green 381 

Mr. Hunter .' 398 

Mr. Iverson 380, 381, 398 

Mr. Johnson 374, 375, 380 

Mr. Jones 375 

Mr. Kine ; 390 

Mr. Mallory - . . . J76, 377 

Mr. Mason 398 

' Mr. Pearce 375 

Mr. Pugh 377, 378, 381 

Mr. Reid 390 

Mr. Rusk 377, 

379, 360, 381. 389, 363, 390, 397, 398 

Mr. Seward 373 

Mr. Slidell 381, 390, 397, 398 

Mr. Smart 373, 374 

Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky . . . .373, 374 

. Mr. Toombs ^ ^90,397.398 

Mr. Trumbull. ., . . ^. 377, 397 

Mr. Wilson ; ^379 

Mr. Wright 380 

Compensation to the Intelligencer and the Union 
for publishing the debates, resolution pro- 



viding. 



.391 



Compensation, extra, to the employes of the Sen- 
ate 390 

Credentials presented 383 

Crittenden, John J., ft Senator from Kentucky, 
385, 386, 390, 393 

resolutions by .* 386 

D. 

Davis, Jelferaon,a Senator from Mississippi, 397 
resolutions by ■ .397 

Douglas, Stephen A., a Senator from Illinois— 
resolulion'a by 371 

Dred Scott case, resolution for printing the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court in the. . .' . .389 

Durkee, Charles, a Senator from WiiconBin, 366 

E. 

Evans, Josiah J., a Senator from South Caro- 
lina .397, 398 

F. 

Feasendeo, William P.. a Senator from Maine, 

373, 884. 385 

remarks relating to the reoreanization of the 
standing committees and their clerks. . .374, 
375, 376, 377, 379. 381, 383 
Fitch, Qntham N., a Senator from Indiana — 
remarks on the Indiana ■eaatoriol election , 385, 

393,393 



Fitzpatrick, Benjamin, a Senator from Alabama, 

398 

remarks relating to the reorganization of tho 

standing committeea 373. 374, 375, 397 

Foot, Solomon, a Senaiorfrom Vermont, 384, 367 

resolutions by 389 

remarin on the reorganization of the com- 
mittees .379, 380, 383 

remarks on the Pennsylvania senatorial elec- 
tion 389, 391 

Fort at New Inlet, North Carolina, resolution 

relating to a 390 

Foster, I<afayette S., a Senator from Connec- 
ticut 875, 377 

a. 

Oreen, Jamee Stephen, a Sepator from Missouri, 

381 

Gwin, William M., a Senator from California, 
383, 386, 396, 397 

resolutions by .397 

H. 

Hamlin, Hannibal, a Senator ftvm Maioe. .373, 

364,369 

remarks on the reorgaoisaUon of the com- 

mitleet. 388, 391 

Hunter, Robert M. T., a Senator from Virginia, 
J 398 

Indiana senatorial election .385, 393, 396 

remarks on the, by^ 

Mr. Bayard 393 

Mr. Bright *..385, 

386, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397 

Mr. Butler .386,393, 394 

. Mr. Collamer 386 

• Mr. Fitch '. 385,393,393 

Mr. Mason .394, 395,396 

Mr. Rusk..., 393 

Mr. Seward .365, 393, 396, 397 

Mr. Stuart...... 396 

Mr. Toombe .393, 393, 396 

Mr. Tnimbun . . , . 885. 893, 893, 394, 396 

Mr. Wilaon 393 

IretMHi, Alfred,a Senotorfrom Oeorgia. . . .380, 
J 881,398 

Johnton, Robert W., n Seastor from Arkansas. 

387, 397 

remarks on the reorsaniAition of the com- 
mittees t T4, 375, 360 

Jooea, George W., a Senator from Iowa. . .375. 
• 391,398 

resolutions by .'.391 

Judiciary, the Committee on thci 384 

reports from. .387, 393 

K. 

Kennedy. Anthony, a Senator from M^^le^ 

King, Preslon, ft Senator from Kew York. .*.390 
L. 

Letters, resolttticme relating to the ddiVery of, 
. 387.390 

Mallory, Stephen R., aSenator from Florida- 
remarks on the reoi^nization of the com- 
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Maaon, Jame«M.,s Senator from Viivinia, 3^, 
373. 383, 384, 885, 386, 387. 
389. 390. 391. 39S, 896, 398 
remorlH on the PennsyWania ■enatorial elec- 
tion 386, 389, 391 

remarka oa lh« Iiidiaaa aenatoruU tleuion , 394 , 
^ 395,396 
N. 

I7£ttmU, reaolnaou reladng to th« righls 386 
New SenaUvs .-. 371 

P. 

Pearee, Jamas A., a Saaator fifon Blarylaad, 

875, 383 

reaotuUons hj 383 

FenntylTaniasenatorialekction, 383,386, 387,391 
reports ofthe Judiciary Committee on tKe,367 
remarks on the, by- 
Mr. Benjamiii.,..j, ^.388,391 

Mr. Bigler 983. 386, 388, 389, 391 

Mr. Butler .388, 389, 391 

Mr. Cameron . . » 383, 369 

Mr. Foot 389, 391 

^ Mr. HamHn . ..368,391 

Mr. Maaoo .388,389.391 

Mr. Fugh „ .887, 388 

Mr. Seward 391 

Mr. Stuart 389 

Post Office Departownt, calls for information 

upon tbe...^ i 387 

PresiaeDtof the United States— 

inan^ral address of the 371 

communications from the ^^73, 383 

calla for information upon the .390, 397 

PreaideDtprs Icn^ore, election of. 371, 998 



Miiting, the Committee on 384 

instructions to 397 

reports from ^ 397 

Pugh, Oeorge a Senator from Ohio... . . .373, 

386. 398 

. resolutions br 373 

remarks on Ins reonanization of the commit- 
tees 377. 378, 381 

remarks on the Pennsylrania senatorial elee- 

Uoo 387,386 

R. 

Beid, David S.. aSenator Aom North Carolina — 

reeolotion by , 390 

Rutfis, proposition for amending the. , , .373, 386 
Rusk, Thomas J., a Senator from Texas.. . .385, 
g 387, 391, 398 

Seward, William H., a Senator from New York, 
373, 383. 384, 385, 387,390. 391, 398 

resoloUonaby......... .390, 398 

remarka on the Indiana, aeoatorial election, 385, 

393, 396, 397 

SecretaiT ofthe Senate, instructions to the. .389 
Slidell, John, a Senator from Louisiana . . . 

389, 390, 391 

remarks on the reorganization of the commit- 
tees 381,390, 397,398 

Smithsonian Instibition, appointment of Rwent 

ofthe .'....383 

Stuart, Charles E., a Senator from Michigan. 

S73, 374, 364, 386, 389, 396 
T. 

Thompaon, John B., a Senator from Kentucky, 

373,374 



Thomson, John R. , a Senator from New Jeney— 

reaolntimi by 396 

Toombs, Robert, a Senatw from Geotcia, 390, 

399 

remRrka on the reonaoization of the commit- 

taas .390, 397,398 

ranarka on the Indiana aeoatorial elecUon, 
- . 899. 393, 396 

Tresftarr Deparbnent, calls for information upon 

the'.-.rr. : .ZS6 

Trumbull, Lyman, a Senator from Illinois, 36^, 

390 

reraaifca on ^e reomiiisation of the eommit- 

teea. 377, 397 

remarks on die Lidiana senatorial election, 
385, 399, 393,394, 386 

V. 

Vice President of the United States, address of 
the, on taking the chair of the Senate . . .373 
reaoltttion of^tlwnks t6 the .398 

.W. 

Wade, Benjamin F., a Senator from Ohiov . .384 
Wilaon, Hennr, a Senator from Massachusetts, 
379, 307, 390, 391, 393, 398 

•resolutions by 387 

WrightiWilUamiaSenatorfromNew Jeraey,350 

Y. 

Yeaa and Naya— • 
on the reaolution amending the rule in respect 

to the committees and tlwir elerka .377 

on the election of standing committees 385 

on final adjournment. 387, 390 

Ynlse, David L., a Sanator from Florida. . . .363 
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. A. . • I ; 

Academy, Military— see JViiitary ^eadem^. 
Academy, Nnral— we JVamri .SeaiUnuf. 
Accounts, with MiwiMipjii and other States for 

land, settlement of. 413 

of didhurein* officers in Q,uartennaster's de- 
partment, to be settled by Third Auditor, 413 
in the Navy to be so kept that each bureau will 

show its disbursements 426 

Adam*, John, purchase of life and works of, 435 
Adjutant Greneml, appropriations for office of, 417 
Agents — sec Indian •%eiUt. 

Agricultural statistics, appropriation for 421 

Aid-de-camp of Lieutenant Ocncrnl 414 

Alabama, grant of land to, for milroada 41S 

construction of former grant to, as to name of 

railroad 413 

Almanac, American Nautical, appropriation for, 

427 

supervision' of 4^ 

Apaches, iippropriations for the 403 

Appeal, where rate of duly is in dispute 411 

Appraisement of goods entered too low 413 

Appraiser General, an additional, to be np- 

pointed 419 

Appropriations, for Indian afTaira, the Army, 
Navy, custom-houses, court-houses. Post 
Office Department, Military Academy, pen- 
sions, fortifications, ocean mail steamers, 
roads, and deliciwicies — see these tities, 
general legislative, execQtive, and judicial ap- 
propriation bill for 1857-56 415 

Legislative— 

Senate .........415 

House 415 

Library of Congress « . .415 

public printing........ 415 

Court of Claims 415 

Executive 415 

State Department 415 

Secretary's office 415 

Biennial Rrgister 416 

Howard's Reports. 416 

Northeast Executive building. ...416 

clerks in.... .'. 419 

Treasury Department 416, 419 

Assistant Secretary of, how appoint- 
ed ..,^..419 

, Secretary's office 416 

Comptrollers* offices 416 

Auditors' offices 416 

Treasurer's office 416 

Register's office 416 

Solicitor's office u .416 

Office of Commissioner of Customs, 

416 

Light-House Board 416 

Southeast Executive building ■ . . .416 

clerks in 419 

DepnrtmcDt of the Interior ..416 

Office of Secretary 416 

General Lnnd Ollice 416 

Indian A^airs 416 

Pensions 416 

Public Buildings 416, 419 

Surveyors General and theirclerks, 417 
northwest of the Ohio, office of, re- 
moved to Su Paul's, Minnesota, 
417 



) Appropriations — Coniinutd. 

War Department. 417 

-Office of Secretary 417 

Adjutant- General .417 

Quartermaster General > • .417 

Paymaster General 417 

Commissary General 417 

Sitrgeori Greneral. r .-. ^417 

Topographical Engineers 417 

Chief Engineer 417 

Colonel of Ordnance 417 

Nothwi'St Executive building.. ..417 
building corner of F and Stiventeenth 

streets. 417 

Navy Department....^ 417 

Secretary's office 417 

Bureaus 417 

James P. Espy 417 

Southwest Executive building.... 417 

Post Office Department. .417 

Printing for the Departments 418 

Mint and brancbeB 418 

New York assay bffice 418 

Territories 418 

Judiciary ........418,419 

rate of salaries of district Judges of 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Micmean, 
and circuit judges in District oi Co- 

lumbtn ^16 

Office of Attorney General 418 

commissioners to codify laws of District 

of Columbia 418 

reporter 416 

district attorneys. ........ 418 

marshals 418 

Independent Treasury 418 

collection of land reveoae... 418 

penitentiary .419 

exploring expeditions 419 

public buildings, repairs and care of, 419 

public grounds 419 

President's House.'.. 419 

, botanic garden 419 

Auxiliary Guard 419 

work of an by H. Powers 419 

Cayuse war claims 419 

Mr. Goodwin 419 

rate of pay of consuls, &c 419 

Hccrciarv of legation at MitOrid 419 

F. H. Seymour authorized to accept a 
memento t*rom Emperor of Russia, 419 

terms of court in Minnesota 419 

EI Paso, Texas, not to be included in 
' collection districtofPasodel Norte,419 
appropriation bill for certain civil expenses for 

1857-58 419 

coast survey 419, 4:20 

miscellaneous claims 419 

defideney for seamen 419 

Treasury extension 419 

custom-houses. 419, 4S0, 421 

culditional appraiser general to be apoint- 

ed 41!) 

marine hospitals 419, 4S0, 421 

Light-House Establishment 420 

land surveys • 420 

Patent Office building 420 

insane persons 4S0 

Infirmary i 420 



Appropriations-M-CofUmtui/.- • 

public grounds. 490, 431 

streets 421 

Oapitel V I 430 

extension of. 431 

dome of. .-. 431 

PreaideiM's House 4aO 

gas. 4 1. .w 420 

Alfred H.- Rives v.. ..431 

Washington aqueduct .431 

botanic garden. 421 

Post Office 421 

extension of. .4...42I 

quarantine station on the Mississippi. .421 

congressional burying-ground 421 

agricultund statistics 421 

seeds and cuttings .*. . .421 

report on consumption of cotton 421 

superintendent of home department build- 
in? 421 

public building 421 

{lacking and distributing documents.. .431 
oansand notes 431 

suppression of slave trade 421 

Dr. James Morrow 421 

caratol and penitentiary for Washington 

Territory 421 

portraits of Presidents 421 

deficiency for salaries of judges in District 

of Columbia 421 

Presidei* to appoint a Private Secretary, 

steward, and messenger 421 

their duties and pay. 421 

executive contingencies 431 

Boston Humane Society 431 

steam revenue cutter 423 

disposition of stone, &c., not wanted for 

the Capitol <33 

salary of collector at Chicago 432 

pay of surveyors acting as collectors.. 4^ 

Mendocino reservation.^ 433 

court-house at Boston. -' 423 

temporary clerks in Office of Indian .Af- 
fairs 433 

settlement of account with Maryland. .422 
Aqueduct — see ^oshtngfon ,Squeduct. 

Arkansas, payment to 414 

Armories, appropriations for, for 1857-58... 414 

pay of master armorers in 414 

Army, increase of pay of officers in 4U1 

pay of chaplains at posts. » 4Ul 

rations of officers, rate of commutation of.. 401 

appropriation bill for, for 1857-5B 413 

in general ■413 

arsenals and armories 414 

artesian wells 414 

surveys .414 

bridge at Old Point Comfort ...414 

barracks at Corlile 4l4 

officers in. Europe in 1855 41^ 

testa of gun metals 414 

roads 414 

bridge over Cannon river. 41 ' 

military storekeepers, additional 41 ' 

fuel and quarters of. 41* 

pay of master armorers 41- 

BGltlement of accounts of quartermaster*' 
department, to beiiy^hird Audilar of the 
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Army — CotUinued. 

rcmoTing obRtt-QctiotiB f>om roads, rivera, I 

&c 413 

late of «i(es 414 ' 

NcwMexicarf volunteera ^14 | 

militiv 414 ' 

spy ccmnsiiy 414 < 

• roads in Minn'^sota ,..414 

barracks in Minnesoui 414 j 

pay of 414 i 

pRyment to AYkimsrfa*. 414 I 

Weslern Militnry Aflyhiift aliolislicd. . . .414 | 

site to be sottl 414 ' 

aceonnta of Florida. 414 ] 

commissionera on military expnnses in On;- : 

eon ; 414 ' 

Toluntcen in Mexican vrAr 4L4 , 

. eonstruetioD of resolution about Lieutenant [ 

General 414 ' 

pay of cleric ofasylum hoard. . . ; 414 | 

appropriations for offices in War Departmcift, 

417 . 

deficiency appropriation for 425 

Arsenals, approprinlions for, for 1857-58. . . .414 

at Washington, purchase of land for 414 

Artesian wells, approu-lfttioo for sinking. . . .414 
Assay office at New York, npproprinHona for, 

418,425; 

Assistant npprniaer general, an additional, to be j 
appointed 419 : 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, how to bfe ! 
appointed .419 ' 

Astronomers to run British boundary, pay of, ' 

401 

Asylum, appropriation for .420 > 

St Philaudphm, sale of pan of site of. 427 | 

Western Military, abolished >>..4I4 ' 

&«ylum for insane, admission to, of persons not ' 

charged with crime 4U6 ' 

of persona charged with crime 400 

Atlantic telegraph, contract authorized for uao uf 

an 409 

ships may L>e fiirniBhed to lay down 4U9 

Attorney Ctaneral, appropriation for Office of» 413 
Auditor of Post Office Depactment, appropriations 

for office of , 416 

Auditors in the Treasury, appropriations for 

offices of. 416 

quartermaster's accounts to be settled by Third 

Auditor .*. 413 

Augusta^ Geoi^ia, made a porC of delivery... 403 

Auxiliary Guard, appropriation for .419 

Avenues to Washington, appropriations for, 421 

B. 

Bailey, Mnjnr David, bounty land to his battalion 

of vuluntcurs 423 

Baker and Street, payment to 403 

Barclay, J. T., plan of, for preventing abnisioi), 
deterioration, and counterfeiting of coin, lo 

be icsted 429 

Barnum, Thomas, a^ipropriatioo for 427 

Burracks, appropriations for 410, 413, 414 

Beacons — sec Light- Hon-^rs. 

Bcfarin;'a Straits expedition, publication of rc- 

. suits of. ..427 

Biennial Register, appropriation for 416 

Blackfoot Indians, appropriations for the. . . .404 
filythc Island, Georgia, site for a Navy depot to 

be pun:hased on 400 

bnildiuga to be erected 400 

Boatswains, pay of, on shore duly 427 

Books, deficiency, appropriations for 425 

Boston Humane Society, appropriation for. .42] 

Botanic Garden, appropriations for 419,421 

Boundany with Great Britain on Washington Ter- 
ritory, appropriation for running, 401 

pay of officers - 401 

Bounty laud, warrants for, to issue to Major 

Bailey's battalion of voloDteers 1.498 

Bridges, appropriations for 414, 419, 430 

Buoys— see Light'Hovses. 

Bureaus in the Navy, appropriations for 417 

Bureau, accounts to show disbursements of 
oach 426 

C, 

Cadola at West Point, increase of pay of. . . .438 

CaLipooias, approprintiona for the 405, 407 ' 

California , appropriation for Indian service in , 408 

pay of disbursing agents of commissioner on 
(and claims in 426 

constroction of wagon roads to • . .401 



Camsnches, appropriations for the 403, 404 

approprintiona to collect, on reservations. .408 
Canal, across Isthmus of I]^rien,8urveyp fur, 427 

Canitnl, extension of 421 

aom<? of 421 

Carpenters, in the Navy, pay of, on shore 

duty.... .........427 

Cayuse war claims, appropriation for..*.. ..4'19 

Chaplains, Army, pay of, at posts 401 

of Convre^:s, pay of • ; . .. .429 

Charts, appropriations far 427 

Cbostas, appropriations for thu 406 

Cliica?'), salary of coili cior at 422 

Cliickasuwa, sppropriationa for the 404, 407 

Chief Engineer, appropriation for office of. . .417 

Chippewaa, Hppropriarions for 404, 400, 408 

Choctaw ceissioii, oi'lSJO, n^lief of HeiLlera on, i'27 

Choctuws, appropriations for the 404, 407 

Circuit court, of District of Columbia, salaries of 

judges of 418 

terms of. .,. 400 

in Missouri, terms, jurisdiction, and composi- 
tion of 412 

Claiius, Court of, appropriations for 415 

Clerks^ in the Indian bureau 4118 

temporary 403, 422 

of board of officers oa Army asylum, pay 

of. 414 

in Slate Department ..r...... 419 

appropriations for 415, 416, 425 

in Treasury Dejiar'ment 419 

in assay office. New York, appropriation for, 425 

of diatrict courts in Missouri 412 

Clickamas, appropriaunna for the 405 

CnoHl Survey, appropriations for 419, 420 

Coins and coinage, rate at which certain Spanish 
and Mexican silver coins are lo be receivd 

by the United States .401, 403 

whi-n new-crnts arc taken therefor 402 

former laws making foreign coina a legal len- 
der repealed. 402 

annual assays of foreign coins to be madi' nt 

the Mini 402 

new cent to be coined • . ..... .402 

its wei^rhC and composition. 402 

former laws extended to 402 

how issuiid 402 

agent to be appointed to confer with Grnat 

Britain respecting 420 

Mr Barclay's plan forpreventingabrasionand 

counterfiMting of, to be tested 429 

Collection district, Nassau counly, L'lorida, lo 

be a 413 

of Pa»o del None not to iijclude El Pasn, 

Texas 419 

Collection of Duties — see Duties. 
importers may add lo the amount of iheir in- 
voices 413 

' rate of, proviainn for deciding 411 

pt-nalty for'iiidervaluatinn 413 

Collection of land revenue, appruprialious for, 

418 

Collector to be appointed at Peniandina, Florida, 

413 

at Cliicatro, salary of. 422 

Colonel of ordnance, appropriation for office of, 

417 

Columbiitit Institution for the Deaf, Dumb, and 

Blind, charter of. .401 

report In- he made lO) of the numtier of the 
deaf, dumb, and blind in the District of Co- 
lumbia \ 401 

non-rcsidcnta may be i-eccivcd into 401 

United Statrs to pay for indigent piirsons in, 401 
annual ri^port to S<.'crctary of the Interior. .401 

Commissary General, appropriations for 417 

Commissioner, .appropriations for office of— 

of Customs 41G 

of the General Land Office 416 

of Indian Affairs 416 

of Pensions '. 416 

of Public Buildings 416, 419 

on military expenses in Oregon 414 

Compfnsntinn of chaplains to Congress 429 

of chaplains at Army posis 401 

of President's accretnry, steward, and mes- 

scnpL'v ■. 421 

of Buperiniendcnts of Indiaif nffhira 408 

of district judges Of Illinois, Wiscnnaiu, and 

Michigan 418 

of circuit judijcs of District of Columbia. .418 
of Govemora of Utah and New Mexico. .408 

of master armot^rs 414 

of cadets at West Point 428 



Compensation — Continued. 

of Army officers 401 

of lif'uU.-nant general 414 

of si^rveyur genera) of Utah • 417 

Comptrollers, appropriations for offices of, . .416 

Congress, appropriations 4br 415, 435 

act to secure the attendance of witnesses be- 
fore 400 

pay of chaplains of 429 

represenlativea in, from Minnesota 403 

extra compensation to employfa of, disburse- 
ment of 42G 

farmer act concerning, conllnufd 426 

Congressional burying-ground, appropriatiou 

for 421 

Congressional Globe and Appendix, appropria- 
tions for 415, 425 

Consular pupils, law auihoriztng,'rcpealed...40l 
Consuls, general appropriation bill for, for 1857 

and 1858 ^ 4U1 

provision authorizing piipils to, repealed.. .401 

rate of pay of. 419 

Cotton, report to be made on consumption of. .421 
Court'houses, appropriations for, at — 

Boston w433 

* Bufialo 431 

Cairo 431 

Chicago..... 431 

Columbia 431 

Dubuque.,. 431 

Galveston'.. 431 

Kev West 421 

Osaenaburg 421 

Madison 431 

Memphis 431 

Raleigh m 

Rutland, 421 

Tallahassee 421 

^ Windsor 431 

Courts—sec (U/cj oftke diffirtnt. 

Creeks, appropriaiions for the 404, 405, 408 

Crimea, certain things to constitute manslaii^h- 

ter 428 

perjury in oaths used in land offices, punish- 
ment of. 423 

persons examined as to, as witnesses before 
Congrcms, &,c., not to be held for.. .. .400 

Custom-houses, annual repairs of. 419 

appropriations for, at— 

liaih .431,425 

Itelfast ; 419, 431 

BufTiilo 431 

Cairo •. 43i 

Clmrleslon *. 419 

Cincinnati .421 

Dubui^ue. .421 

Ellsworth 419 

Louisville ., .. .425 

New Orleans 419 

Ogdcnsourg 421 

Perth Amboy .........428 

Pi't'-rsburg 419 

Wilmington ^ 419 

Cuttings and seeds, appropriation for 431 

D. 

Darieji, lathmus of, surveys of, for a ship canal 
near 427 

Deficifrietrs, general appropriation bill for, fur 

ia5e-57 425 

Congres.s tf25 

bonks for t 425 

Army. 435, 4.:C 

clerks In assay office, 425 

elcrks in Stale Department. . . • • 42o * 

mint 'at S;in Francisoo. . 42^ 

mint at N<:w Orleans .425 

hospital at Vicksburg 425 

custom -bouses 435 

re{H>rting 425 

paper and printing 435 

witnesses and agents in Court of Claims., .425 

light- ho uses, &c... 425 

defense of suits at San Francisco 436 

jail ill Washinifion 426 

extra compensation of employes of Congre a*- 

how diBDnrscd '. . .436 

pay of disbursing officers of land commission- 

frs in California 436 

io Post Office 409 

Delawarea, appropriations for the« 405 

Departmcnta — sec titles qf the dWireiU. 
appropriations for papej^nd prinUng^f the. 
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Diplomatic Berrice, eenenlappropriaUon bill fdr, 

for 1857-58 401 

DiaburBiue officers Kduired to deposit moneys in 

theirfianda 428 

how lo draw cbecka therefor .'.438 

District attorneys, appropriaUons for. . V 418 

two in Missouri 412 

two in Texas : ..403 

in District of Columbia, duties of, where a wit- 
new fails to testify before Congress 400 

District of Columbia, insane persona in — see /n- 
fone. 

police officers in, mar be authorized to assist 

in removing to asylum 400 

■ terms of circuitcourt in 400 

appropriation for pay of commiBsionera on laws 

of ■ 418 

pay ofjudges in 418 

deaf, dumb, and blind in — see Columbian Intti- 

tidion. 

District courts, in Missoari, two constituted, 412 

in Texas, two constituted 403 

District judges, two in Missouri '. 412 

two in Texns..... 413 

of Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan, salanea 

of.'. 418 

Dome of the Capitol, appropri&tion for .431 

Duties, general act of 1857, fixing rate of, 410,411 
provision as to mode of deciding, where the 

rale is in disputv 411 

no suit to be brought to recover back, unless 

brought within thirty days after, &x 411 

additions may be made to entries 413 

never to be assessed on less than invoice or 

enlry 413 

penalty for undervaluation 413 

E. 

£1 Paso, Texas, not to be a part of the collection 

distriet of Paso, del Norte 419 

ErKriea, of imporiations, addition* may be made 

to invoice value of. 413 

duties never to be asqpsscd on leas than. . .413 

Espy, James P., appropriation for. 417 

Execuiive, appropriations, for. . *•■ 415, 431 

Exploring expedition, appropriations for care of 

results of. 419 

appropriatioMs for publishing results of. .. .437 
of Parana and Paraguay rivers to be con- 
tinued 427 

P. 

Fernandina, Florida, made a port of entry.. .413 
Fifth Auditor, appropriations for office of . . .416 
First Auditor, appropriations for office of. . . .416 
First Comptroller, appropriations for office of, 416 
Flag officers, captains in cooinuuid of squadrons 

to "be designated as •.. 400 

Florida, settlement of certain acconots of. .414 
Florida Indians, appropriations for the. .... .405 

Foreign coins — see Coiiu. 

no longer to be a tender 403 

Foreign intercourse, general appropriation bill 

for. for US57-58 „ 401 

Fortifications,' general appropriation bill for, for 
1857-58 410 

appropriation for armament of 414 

Fort Laramie Indiana, appropriations for the. .407 
Fourth Auditor, appropriations for office of.. 416 
Foxca, H^propriationa for tlie ',. .407 

G. 

General Land Office, appropriations for 416 

CUdclings, George H., payment to..... 410 

^lobc — see Covgreasionai Globe. , 

Goodwin, Mr., approprialioh for 419- 

Great Britain, appointment of agent to confer 

with, respecting coinage 439 

presents from, acceptance of, authorized. ..439 
- Bppropriatinn for commission to run boundary 

with, on Washington Territory 401 

Guest, Lieutenant John, reappropriution for ben- 
efit of, and others, of on amount carried to 

the surplus fund 431 

Gunners in the Nary, pay of, on shore duty, 437 

H. 

Hampden, John, portrait of, accepted 429 

Uanstenc, Henry J., authorized to accept a 

sword from Great Britain 429 

Honly, Thomas J., settlement ofaccounts of, 408 
• Hitchcock, C. M., payment to, as executor of 

A. R. S. HuQtwr 408 



Hospitals, mariiw, appropriations fbr, in general, 

419,425 

atEvanaville : 420 

at Mobile 419 

at Paducah 420 

at Portland 420 

at Vicksburg 425 

nnyal, appropriations for 426, 427 

Howard's Reports, appropriation for 416 

Hunter, K, R. S., payment to executor of. . .408 

I. 

Illinois, salary of district judge in 418 

Imports, general act of 1^7, fixing rates of du- 
ties on 410 

of obscene bdbks, &c., prohibited 403 

additions may be made to entries of. 413 

Independent Treasury, appropriations for... 418- 

deposits in, made compulsory 428 

checks on, how to be drawn 42S 

Indian Affairs, appropriation for offices of. . .416 
general appropriation, bill for, for 1857-58, 403 

agents, superintendents, Ac 403, 408 

surveying Doundaries of Ghoctawand Chick- 
asaw countries 407 

surveying boundaries of reservations, 407,406 

medals for chiefs 408 

collecting Camanches, &c,,.on reservations, 

408 

salaries of GoTernttrs of Washington, TTtah, 

and New Mexico .408 

Indian service in Texas 408 

Indian service in California 408 

Indian service in Utah 408 

Indian service in Oregon 408 

Indian service in Washington 408 

Indian service in New Mexico. . , 40S 

William King 408 

surveying' boundaries of Pueblos in New 

Mexico 408 

surveying Creek boundary 408 

Arthur Sizemore 408 

John Semoice 408 

C. M. Hitchcock 408 

'J . R. Schermerhorn 408 

Baker and Street 408 

rate of pay of agents 403, 408 

rate of pay of superintendents 408 

clerkship in bureau of 408 1 

temporary clerks 403, 422 , 

Thomas J. 'Henly, seltloment of accounts 

of. 408 ! 

superintendents in certain Territories not to 

negotiate treaties 408 

appropriations for, and provisions respecting 
the — 

Apaches 403 

Blackfoot Indiana 404 i 

Calapooiaa 405, 407 [ 

Camanches « . .403, 408 . 

Chastas 406 

Chickasaws 404, 407 

Chippewas 404, 406, 408 

Choctaws 404. 407 

Ciickamas 405 

Creeks % 404, 405, 408 i 

Delawares i .405 

Florida Indians ; 405 ' 

Fort Laramie 407 

Foxes , 406 : 

lowos 405 

Kansas., 4051 

Easkaskias (..405 { 

KickapooB ' 405 \ 

Kiowan 403 ; 

Lake Winnibigoshiah 404 : 

Menomonees ^ 404, 405 

Miamies 406 | 

Missourios .'. 406 i 

Molalas 405 j 

Navajoes , 406 | 

New York Indians 404 ' 

Nisnuallys 406 - 

Omalias 406 ; 

Osagos 406 ' 

Ottawaa 406, 408 ' 

OLtoes 406 ; 

Pawnees 406 : 

Peorias 405 

Fiankeshaws 405 i 

Pillager Bands .....404! 

Pottawatomiea.. 406 

Puget'a Sound Indiana 406 - 

Fuyallupl 406' 



Indian Affaire — CvnliniM^ 

Q.uapavs , . . .406 

Rogue River 407 

Sacs , 407 

Scotons. 406 

Seminoles 405 

Senecas 407 

Shawnees 407 

SioUx 407 

Six Nations 407 

Texas Indians 408 

Umpquas 406, 407 

Uiahs ...^i 407 

Weas 405 

Wichita ws 408 

Winnebagoes 404, 407. 

Wyandots... ......m 407 

Indian agents, additional 403 

appropriation for 403, 40S 

salary of certain 408 

Insane in District of Columbia, not charge'3 with 
breach of peace, not to be confined in the 

jail or penitentiary 400 

Insane Asylum in District of Columbia, admis- 
- sion of perivns, not criminals, into, how pro- 
cured 400 

police officers may be authorized to assist in 

conveying insane persons to the 400 

admission of persons charged with crime8..40O 
admission of mdependent or pay patients . .400 
nelcase of persons from the, on bond being 

given 400 

appropriation for the.... 430 

Inspectors of steamboats, appropriation for. '.418 
Interior, Department of the, appropriations for 

support of the 416, 417 

appropriation for pay of superintendent of 

Building oceupiea by 4S1 

Invoices at custom-house, additions may be made 

to .^...413 

lowaa, appropriations for the 405 

J. 

Jail in the District of Columbia, insane pereons 
not to be confined in, unless charged with 
crime 400 

Judicial districts, two, constituted in Missouri, 

419 

two, constituted in Texas ^ 403 

Judiciary, appropriations for the. (.418, 419, 421 

(See TUia <tfthe D^erettt CovHt.) 
Judiciary Square', inuosure of 4SS 

K. 

Kane, Dr., presentation of medals to, his officers, 

and men ..^t9 

Kansas, three additional land districts constituted 

in 409 

appropriation for government of. 418 

* schools lands in 429 

Kansas Indians, appropriations for the 405 

Kaskaskias, appropriations for the 405 

Kickapooa, appropriations for the 40& 

King, Williim, payment to 4^ 

Kiowas, appropriations for the 403 

L. 

Lake Winnibigostiish Indians, appropriations for 

the ...404 

Land claims in California, pay of disbursing 

agents of commissioners on '.. ,4^ 

Land districts, additional, in Kansas 409 

additional, in Nebraska .409 

additional, in Wisconsin 408 

Land offices, appropriation for officers in. . . .418 

penury in oatnaused in 428 

ai Vincennesl original deeds, &c., used at, to 

be returned to claimants 430 

of new districts in Kansas. ^ 409 

of new districts in Wisconsin 408 

of new districts in Nebraska 409 

Lands, public,grant of, for railroads, to Alabama, 

413, 413 

grant of, for railroads, to Minnesota. .411, 413 
(See Land Diitricfi.) 

appropriations for coUectioD of rereoue fW)m, 

418 

conditions respecting, to be proposed to Min- 
nesota 403 

title to"Wolf Island disclaimed 429 

return to claimants o,f deeds, &c., sent to Vin- 

cennes 430 

sales of, in Kansas 409 

sales of, in Nebraska. 409 

•ales of, in WiaconsiafV>. x,,., 408 
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Ijinds, public — Coniinued. 
entries under graduation law, confirmation of, 

409, 427 

preemption riglit of contractors for a land mail 

to San FVaneisco •' ^10 

settlement of aceouots for, with Miniuippi and 

other States 413 

bounty to Major Bailey's Tolonteera 4^ 

sale of military sites 414 

B^propriationa for surreys of. 420 

appropriations for surveyors general 417 

■cnool, in Mtasiesippi, sale o^ 437 

school, in Kansaa, Minnesota, and Nebraska, 
in lieu of th^se settled on or taken as town 

sites ..4S9 

swamp, confirmation of^lections of. 438 

a vamp, relief of purchasers of. 428 

La Plata, publication of results of exploration 

of. 427 

liihrary of Congress, appropriation for. 415 

of Attorney General, appropriation for. . . .418 
Lieutenant General, construction of reaolution 

creating office of. .414 

aids and secretarv of ...••....•.414 

Light-Houae Board, appropriations for. .... .416 

Light-hottsei, appropnattons for. . .430, 435, 426 
Ludlow, Lewis W adjustment of application of, 
for a-relbase. .. . t » 409 

M. 

Madrid, pay of late secretary , of l^ation at.. 419 
Magazines, naval, appropriation for. . . .436, 437 
Mans — see Post Office Department. 
carriage of, on railroads to which grants of 

l&na are made 412 

ocean steamers — see that tUU, 
Alanslaughter, by striking, shooting, &e., on high 
seas, or beyond jurisdiction ofStatea. . . .4S8 
by attempting to commit murder or, without a 
dangerous weapon on the high seas, or be- 

yona jurisdiction of the States 438 

punialftnent of. « 428 

Marine Corps, appropriation for, for 1857-58, 426 
Marshals, appropriation for... ......418 

tw.o in Missouri 419 

two in Texas 402 

Maryland, settlement of aceounta with. 423 

poat roads in 433 

Master armorers, pay of. ~ 414 

McGr»or, John, present from, of portrait of 

John Hampden, accepted 429 

Medals to be presented to Dr. Kane, his officers, 

and men 429 

Medical department, appropriation for.. 413, 425 

Mendocino reservation, enlargement of. 423 

Menomonees, approprialiona for the... .404, 405 

Messenger to the President authorized 421 

Mexico, 'pay of expenses volunteers in war 

with.... 414 

Miamies, appropriations for the ...406 

Michigan, salary of district judge in 418 

Military Academy, general appropriation bill for, 

for 1857-58 401 

professor of Spanish authorized, and his 

pay 401 

pay of master of the sword 401 

increase of pay of cadets in, to thirty dollars 

per month ^ 438 

Military sites, sale of. 414 

Military storekeepers, additioiial, to be appoint- 
ed 1 414 

fuel and quarters of.. . . 414 

Minnesota, act authorizing people of, to form a 

State ^vemment 403 

eonventioti to be held 403 

census 403 

representation in Congress. . . ; 403 

propositions to be submitted to convention of, 

Teapeettne public lands. 403 

school lands ..403 

university lands « 403 

lands for pablie buildings 403 

salt springs ~. 403 

percentage on sales 403 

taxes. 409 

power of iHsposal 403 

tenns df court in 419 

appropriations for..... » 418 

surveyor general northwest of the Ohio, lim- 
ited to 417 

grant ofWd to, for railroads 411 

school lands in 429 

Min t s e e Ceitw. 
appropriations for ^. . . .418, 4S5 



Miscellaneous daima, appropriation for 419 

Missiasippi, aale.of school lands in 437 

Missouri, circuit court in 413 

two judicial districts constituted in .413 

Misscnirias, eppropriniions for 406 

Molalas, appropriations for the 405 

Morrison, Master G. F., authorized to accept a 

sword from Great Britain 430 

Morrow, Dr. James, appropriation for. 431 

N. 

Nautical Almanac — see ^bnanae. 

Navaioes, appropriations for the 406 

Naval Academy, appropriation fA", for 1657-^, 

437 

Naval Asylum at Philadelphia, siJe of part of 

site of i 437 

Naval Observatory, appropriation for the.. . . 437 
Navy, general appropriation bill for, for 1857-58, 

in general 436^ 427 

number of men authorized 426 

transportation to and from Panama 426 

each bureau to show its diBbursemenla....436 

Marine Corpa .*. 436 

ordnance and gunnery praotiee .436 

navy-yards .436, 427 

liospitels » 426 

magazines 436, 427 

instrumeifta, charts, &e 427 

Observatory and Hydrographical Office. ..437 

Naval Academy 427 

Thomas Bamum 437 

almanac... ■■■■•..4S7 

publications of North Pacific and La Plata ex- 
peditions 4 427 

testing inventions, &c 4^ 

pay of boatswains, guiuiers, aailmakers, and 

carpenters on shore duty 437 

fi,vesteam-sloopsauthorizM,and how procured, 

sale of part of sita of Naval Asylum at Phila- 
delphia 497 

rules for the Navy tO'be prepared and reported 
to Congress 437 

pay of dropped officers .......399, 437 

exploration of the Parana and Pkraguay rivers , 

427 

sonrsys for ship eansl sear [sthmns of Darien, 

437 

payment to officers of late Texas navy. . . .427 
reexamination of officers dropped, or put on 
retired or reserved lials, under act of 1855, 

chapter 137.... .399 

pay of dropped officers 399, 437 

number of officers in, may be increased . . .399 

promotion of officers on reserved liat 400 

captains in command of squadrons to be denom- 
inated flag officers « 400 

naval depot at Blytbe Island established.. .400 

appropriation for Department of. 417 

Navy Department, appropriations for 417 

Navy-yaraa, appropriations for. .* 436, 437 

Nebraska, appropriation for government of. .418 

Spropiiation lor roads in 428 
ree additional land districts in .409 

school lands in, in lieu of those settled on or 

taken OS town «tes 429 

NewMexico,appropriationforgOTemmentof,4l8 

appropriation for volunteers of. 414 

■ appropriation for militia of. 414 

appropriation for Indian serviees in. .... . .408 

salary ofsnperiotendeDt of Indian affairs in..408 

salary of Governor of 408 

New York Indians, appropriations for the. ..404 

Nisquallys, appropr^ttona for the 406 

Northeast Eiucutive building, appropriations 

for.....» 416 

Northwest Executive building, appropriations 
for. . ... » .7. . .7. ........ 417 

O. 

Oatha tised in land offices, punishment for P^'J^J^ 

Obscene books, dec., importation of, prohibited, 

403 

paeksgea containing, to be forftited 403 

Observatory — see JVaeof Obtnatarg. 

Ocean mail steuners, appropriadou lull for, for 
' 1657-5a 487,438 

Omahas, appropriationa for the. 406 

Ordnance, appropriatiDn for 417 

appropriauon for tests of. 414 

appropriation for oAca of colonsl of. ••...■417 



Oregon, appropriations for government of . . .418 

appropriation for roads in 403 

appropriation for Indian service in 408 

saury of superintendent of Indian affiura in , 408 
pay of commissioners on military expenses 

in. ■•■ 415 

Ores, appropriation for experiments on 4S1 

Osages, appropriations for the.... 406 

Ottoes, appropriations for the 406 

Ottowaf, ^propriatidns for the 406, 408 

P. 

Paper and printing, umropiiation for 415, 

417, 435 

Paraguay, the, exploration of tributaries of . .437 

Parana, the, exploration of. 4Sn 

Paso del Norte, collection district of, not to in- 
clude El Paso, Texas.. . . « 419 

Patent Office building, appropriation for ... . 420 

Pawnees, appropriations for the 406 

Paymaster General, appropriations for office of, 

417 

Penalty, on witnesses not appearing or answerinir 

before Congress 4011 

for undervdued invoices of imports 413 

Penitentiary, appropriations for 419 

insane persons not diaigcd wiUi crime not to 

be confined in : 400 

PensionSkgcneral appropriation bill for, for 1857 

and 1858........... , 399 

Feorias, appropriations for the 405 

Perjury, in oajhs used in land offices 438 

of witnesaca before Congress.* 400 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey, custom-house and 

poBt office at 438 

Philadelphia, sale of part of asylum at 487 

poat office at 431 

Fiankeahaws, appropriations for the 405 

Pillager Bands, appropriations for the 404 

Pinkh am, Vasaal D., adjustment of claim of, to* 

a release 410 

Portraits of Presidents, appropriation for. . . .431 

Porta, of delivery at Augusta, Geoigia 403 

at Selma, Alabama 413 

of entry at Pemandina, Florida 413 

Postage, prepavment of, on transient printed 

matter, maao compulsory. 399 

Poat office buildings, appropriation for extension 

of General Post Office building. 4S1 

appropriations for, at — 

Buffhio 1 431 

Cairo 421 

Cincinnati 431 

Columbia .' 421 

Dubuque 431 

Galveston 431 

Key West 431 

Memphis '. .431 

Perth Amboy 438 

Philadelphia 431 

Raleigh 491 

Rutland.... 431 

Tallahassee..... 431 

Windsor 431 

Post Office Department, general appropriation bill 

for, for 1857-58 409 

deficiencies. 40ft 

mails authorised on the Pacific 409 

mail service to Havana, extension of. .409, 410 
pay of postmaster and officers at Washington, 

410 

adjustment of fines on Mississippi river mail 

contractors 410 

adjustment of claims of V. D. Fiukham and L. 

W. Ludlow for a release 410 

payment to George H. Giddinga 410 

contract autliorized for a land mail to San Frao- 

cisco 410 

preemption r^ht of contractors 410« 

mail service on Puget's Sound. .410 

payment to George Whitman 410 

prepayment of postage on transient pri:..ed 

matter made compulsory 399 

post roads — see thai tUie. 

appropriation for officers in 417 

appropriation for office of Auditor of 416 

Poat roads, act of 1857 cstabliahing, in — 

Alabama 433 

Arkansas 438 

California » 424 

Connecticut 493 

Florida - .434 

G«ei^ 433 

Kansas ..^t;?.^. ». ^I.«..435 
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Post maAn—Cottibtmd. ■ 

Kentucky 423 

Illinois 433 

Indiana 423 

Iowa : 434 

Ijouisiana 423 

Maine : 423 

Maryland 4S3 

MaaaachaaetU 4 4S2 

Michigan ^ 4S3 

Minnesota .' ^4 

'Misaissippt 423 

Missouri * 423 

New Mexico « 425 

New York .: 422 

North Carolina 422, 423 

Ohio 433 

Oregon 435 

Pennaylvania 433 

Sooth Carolina 423 

Tennvsaee 423 

Texas <,...., 424 

Vermont 422 

Virginia 422 

WaahingtoR. . . , , 435 

Wisconsin 424 

Pottawatomtes, appropriaiiona for the 406 

Powers, Hiram, appropriation for a work of nri 
by 419 

Presiueiit, appointment of Private SccretarVi 

siewnrdf and messenger of ii) 

appropriation fbr house of. M20 

Jointing- — see Paper and Printing. 

Private Secretary to President authorized, and 
, his pay 431 

[Siblic Baifdines, appropriations for, Capitol ex- 
tension. Treasury extension, Patent Office 
building. Post Office buildins, court-liouaes, 
eostom-houaea, and post olficea— Sec those 
tttta. 

appropriations for, in general.... 419, 420, 431 
appropriation for oAtca of Commissioner of, 

416, 419 

Public documents, appropriation for packing aitd 

distrlbotion of. 421 

distribution of 429 

hov many to be printed 429 

Public grounds at Washington, appropriatioas 

for 419. 420, 421, 432 

Public lands — see Lands, PiAlie. 

Public Ministers, geneni appropriation bill for, 

for 1857-58 401 

rate of pay of..... 419 

Public moneys, disbursing officers required to 

deposit ; 428 

all, to be deposited 438 

Public printing, appropriations for 415, 417 

Public streets — see Jvenuet, 

appropriations for . . . ,■. 421 

Puget't Sound Indians, appropriations for tbe, 406 
Puyalltipsi appnopriations for the 406 

a. 

QaapawB, appropriations for the 406 

ftaarlermaster'a dc|>artraent, disbursing officers 
of, to seule their accoonu with the Third 

Auditor...-. -. 413 

five military storekeepers added to 414 

Q,uartermaster General, appropriations for office 
of 417 

R. 

Railroads, grantR of land for, to Alabama, 413,413 

grants of land for, to Minnesota 411, 412 

Rations, officers', rate of commutation for, to be 

thirty cents ; , . , .401 

Register, appropriations for office of. 416 

'Reporter of decisions, appropriation for 418 

'Reports, on consumption of cotton 431 

by officers of Colombian Institution for Deaf, 

Ac., to Secretary of the Interior 401 

Representatifes, number to which Minnesota is to 

be entitled 403 

l^renue cutter, steam, to be procured. .400, 422 

Rivea, Alfred L., appropriation for 421 

Roads, appropriations for 401, 403, 414, 428 

'Rofue River Indians, appropriations for the, 407 
Rush , Richard, reappointed a Regent Of the Smith- 
sonian Institution 429 

Rutledge, John, Chief Justice, bust of, to be pro- 
curetfYor the Supreme Court room. ; . . . .442 

■ ' ' ' . S. " ' 

0act,-iq)propriatioiii forttn. .' ,407 



Sailmakers, pay of, on shore duty 427 [ 

Schermerhorn, J. R., pnymcnt lo 408 j 

Schools, acleciions of land for, in lieu of those I 

settled on, or taken for luwn sites 429 

lands for, in Minnesota, propositions reaped- 

ing, to be submitied to convention 403 

lands on Mississippi, aale of, 427 

Scotons, apnmpriaiiona for the 406 

Sbamen, deficiency appropriation for 419 

appropriatinn for 401 

Second Auditor, approprintions for office of. .416 
Second Comptroller, appropriations for office of, 

416 

Secretary, of the Interior, appropriations for office 

of 41C 

of tbe Navy, appropriations for office of. . .417 
to prepare and report rules for government 

of the Navy 437 

of State, appropriations for office of. 415 

of theTreesury, appropriations for office of, 41fr 

of War, appropriationa for office of. 417 

Seeda and cuttings, appropriation for 431 

Selma, Alabama, mads a port of delivery. ...413 

Semiooles, appropriations for the 405 

Scmoice, John, paymetA to representative of, 408 

Senecaa, appropriations for tbe 407 

Seymour, Tbomaa H., authori-'.ed to accept a 
present from the Emperor of Russia ... .419 

Sliewnees, appropriations for the 407 

Shipwreck, appropriation to provide against, 421 

Sioux, nitpropriations for the 407 

Sites, military, aalc of. ..• 414 

Six Nations, appropriations for the 407 

Sizcmore, Artntir, payment to representatives 

. of 408 

Slavp tpide, appropriation for supprtssion of 

the 421 

Sloops of war, five new steam, authorized . . .437 
Smithsonian iaBtiiution, appointment of Regents 

in 429 

Solicitor of the Treasury, appropriations for 

office of 416 

Southeast Executive huililing, appropriations 

for 416 

Southwest Executive building, appropriations 

for 416 

Spy compaar, appropriation to pay services 

of. : 414 

State Departmetit, appropriations for, 415, 416< 435 

numbor of clerks in 419 

State, Secretary of, appropriation for office of, 415 

Steamboat inspectors, am>ropriation (or 418 

Steam revenue cutter, to oe procured.. .400, 433 
Steward of President, appointment of, author- 
ized 431 

his duties sod par 431 

Storekeepers — see MUUary Storekeepen. 
Superintendents of Indian affaire, appropriations 

for 403 

for GregnD, Washington, Utah, and New 

Mexico, salaries of 408 

not to nt-gotiate treaties unless instructed. .408 
Surgeon General, appropriations for office of. .417 
Surveyors of customs, at Augusta, Georgia. .403 

at Selma, ^abama 413 

pay of, when acting as collectors 422 

Surveyors geoenU, dS^., appropriations for. .417, 

4S5 

office of, northwest of Ohio, to be removed to 
St. Paul 'a, and restricted to Minnesota. ..417 
Surveys, of lands, appropriations for... 414, 430, 

of coast, appropriations for 419, 420 

Swamp landa, selections of, by State, confirmed, 

428 

act for relief of purehosert of, continued and 
extended.... • 428 

T. 

Tariff— see Duties. 

general act of 1857 , 410 

Tcltffraph, Atlantic— see Jlllantic Telegraph, 

Tender, foreign coins no longer to be a 402 

Territories, appropriations for .418 

Texas, divided into two judicial districts . . . .402 

time extended for creditors of, to present their 
claims 439 

compcnsation'to officers of the late navy of. .437 

appropriation for Indian service in 406 

Texas Indians, appropriations for the 408 

Third Auditor, appropriniions for office of.. .416 

to settle acbhuiua of disbursing officers in quar- 
termaster's department 413 

Topographical engineers,appropriatioiiBfor office 

Of.:: 417 



Totten, Joseph Q., reappointed a Regent of the 

Smithsonian Institution 429 

Treasurer, appropriations for office of. 416 

Treasury Department, appropriationa for... .416 

number of clerks in 419 

Treasury extension, appropriation for 419 

Treasury, Secretary of, appropriations for offitH 

of 416 

aaaiatant, how n|>j>oiiui'd 419 

TreiichardiLicutcniuiiS. D,,fiuihorized toaci-cpt 
a sword from Qrcat Britain 430 

U. - 

UmiKjunws,* appropriationa for the. . . ^.406, 407 

Utali, approprintioii for government of. 418 

apprepriation for Tiiilian ai?i-viccin 4U8 

salary of snpcrintPiidi^tit in 408 

salary of Governor ofA 408 

salary of surveyor general of. 408 

XJuhs, appropriations for the 408 

V. 

Vermont, set of weights and measures to be fVjr- 
nialied to..;..*. < 429 

Yincennea land office, return to claimants of 
deeda.&c, s?nt to 430 

Vixen, the, petty officers and crew of authorized 
to accept a sum of money from Great Brit^ 
ain 9. 430 

W. 

Warehouses a^ quarantine station below New 

Orleans, appropriation for ....431 

War Department, apprnpriations for 417 

Wagon roads, appropriation for 401 

Waaliington amrediict, appropriation for. ...421 
settlement of claim of contractor, dbc, of brick 

for : 430 

Washington Territory, appropriation for govern- 
ment of 418 

appropriation lorcapiiol and penitentiary in, 431 

appropriation for Indian service in , 408 

salary of saperintendc'nl of Indian affairs in, 408 
military road in, between Port Steilacoom and 

Belhngbam Bay 498 

■ btrundary of, with Great Britain, appropriation 

■ for running ■ 401 

Weas, appropriotion for the 405 

Wenern Milrtary Asylum, pay of clerk of board, 

to select site for.; 414 

to be abolished 414 

sale of site of. 414 

West Point — see Military ^eadtmy. 

Whitman, George, paj|mentto 410 

Wichitaws, appropriations for the 408 

Wind and current charts; appropriation for.. 427 
Winnebagoes, appropriations for the.. .404, 407 

Wisconsin, addilions) land district in 408 

salary of district judge in 418 

Witnesses, act to enforce the attcnd-incc of, be- 
fore either Bouae of Congress or -any com- 
mittee 400 

not to be held criminally in respect to any 
matter as tdWhrch they have so testified, 400 

in Court of Claims, apprnpriation for 425 

Wolf Island, in the Mississippi, title to, dis- 
claimed 439 

Wyandots, appropriationa for the 407 

PRIVATE. 

A. 

Adams, James B., claim of. ••■•435 

Ailcock, John, claim of > 435 

Ann Elizabeth, the, register to isaue to 437 

Armstrong, Amos, pension of. 437 

Armstrong, Franklin W., penaion of 441 

Arthur, John T-> release of sureties of 438 

Ascension, Parish of, Louisiana, land claim eon- 
firmed to 439 

Auld, Isaac, claim of. » 435 

AustUI, Jeremiah, payment to...> 441 

Bailey, Benjamin, claim of. ...■■....■.435 

Bailey, Charles, cfaim of 435 

Bailey, Edward, claim nf. 435 

Bailey, Henry, claim of. .....435 

Bailey, Joscpn, pension of 440 

Baldwin, Eartlinlotnew, authorized to cuter cer- 
tain school land , 437 

Baltzell, George F.', permitted lo enter a section 
of land .u^ y 436 
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fiajmard, Jobo, claim of. 



.435 



Buynard, Ephraim, ciaim of..... ..••.'435 

, IjHvnai-d, William G., claim of... :435 

Ii<-ainor, J^«cp)ij claim of .435 

Besiii, Mark niid B, H., adjustment of claim 

of.,......,., ,., ,....,...441 

Hecbelt, Cnio A,, fl-iim of siXi 

Bockeii, Edwni-d, cliiirti of 435 

Brckcll,' JnmoB, cjnim of. .' 435 

B«ckeU, Wiilinnk, claim of. ....... ^. 435 

Beers, Jji^-iuph Dm pByroent to 433 

Bejdpii, ^lM;ti(-^«r» paymeat to admiuialiator of, 

439 

B«tdei], William W., payment to 439 

BelgerV Major James, allowance in aeeOaQia of, 

. 431 

Bender, A. S., paymdtit to ;430 

Bigelow, Israel B., pension of. 443 

Bond, Oeor^, pension of. 441 

Boome^, Coliins, payment to 431? 

BowJer, Francis, claim of. .435 

Brodie,'CliarleK,- payment to ndminiatratriK of, 

44U 

Brodie, Lucretin A . , payment to 440 

Brynir,* Jeremiuh, hetre, &c, of, anthorized to 

• ••■ontDT certain land 432 

BrymKv Themas-S., allowance in account of, 431 

Buoln»nn,-€i«oT^, payment toi ■- . .. .434 

BurdeHf William, released aa surety of Johu T. 

• Arthuniv 43d 

C. 

Calder,. Henry, (lain) of. « > .435 

Cassady, Geo^e. peiuiioii of. .441 

CsrrfyPMca] .reprcsentativeB of, authorised 

to enter certain land > •■ < 431 

Chisholm., Robert, claim o& .435 

Chorpennii)^, George, Jr.-, adjuaunent and pory- 

mcnt ot claim of, for mail sfirrlces- MO 

Churcbill, T., J., settlement of Recounts of., .441 
Cilly , ^onath9.n, pen^ipaof t* r. . .439, 440 

Clark, Jwn^a, Sr-,, vUam of. .435 

Clark, Mary Ann, pcusioji of. 43Q 

Clay, J. Randolph, payment to .,..%M0 

Clement, William, claim of. .... « 435 

Clinton Guards, auditineof aaeounia of.... .435 

Cochrane, Catharine V. K., payment to 439 

Cook, Lyman N., pension of. 436 

Corwine, Amos B. , payment to. .430 

Cox, John W., pension of. 439 

Craig, William, pension of, 435 

Crandall, Sarah, paymennto children of.. ...430 

Crawford, Qabriel, claim of. 435 

Crawford, Mingoe, claim of. 435 

Crown, Thomas, payment to 438 

D. 

Davidson, William St., Colonel, half pay of, to 

be paid to his heirs ,437 

Davidson, William L., payment to 437 

Davis, Robert, payment to 441 

Denman, Charles L., payment to 430 

Denver, Daniel, increase of pensiqn of..;.... 439 

Devit, Anthony, pension of 436 

Dignan, James, claim oT 435 

Drout, John, pension of. 438 

Duncan, Captain Thomas, authorized to locate 
certain lost warrants of which he ia the as- 
signee 433 

Danmire, Thomas, claim of 435 

E. 

Eaaby, William, payment to heirs of. 440 

EdingB, William, claim of. 435 

Kdisto Island Company, settlement of claims of 

members of. J435 

EllicoU, Philip T., payments to 440 

Elliott, Jared L., bounty land warrant of. . . ,A¥> 

Emery, Matthew O.^paymcnt to .438 

Empaon, Dolly, pension of. 438 

P. 

Fenwick, Martin, land title confirmed to.... 438 

permitted to enter certain land. 438 

Fleming, James P., payment to 431 

Firemen's Insurance Company, charter of.. .433 
Freeman, Qeorjje W., claim of 435 

G. 

Gale, Edgar, estate of, released as surety of John 
T. Arthur 438 

Gantt, Benjamin R., part of land claim of, con- 
firmed 436 

Gonnan, Wiete dk Benfoid, mail contract to be 
ezeca tea with ■■••.....430 
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Oay, Mtk Mary, pKymmn to 43S 

Crilbert, Boroey, claim of.* ...i,#*t35 

'Gilbert, John, arrcarH of i>sn8ioHof Jt39 

Gudfrf>y, Jucaves, land BolMBl to issue to heirs 

of. ...7. rr....: ,435 

Graham, Joaoph, payment to 438 

Grpvcr, Peter, payment to.. .430 

I Giirstt Xjieutroant John, paynUHit to him and 
j .othcnt.. .431 

j ■ ■ 11. 

I Haight, Samuel S., settlnnent of claim of ...436 
I Hannahan,. William, Jr., claim of ........ ...435 

Hardin. Cobocl John, payment to heirs of. .435 

Harrinston, James, payment tu ...•.430 

HarJ, William.B., claim of. 435 

Haya, Sampson, pension of..* 441 

Hill & McGunnugle, payment to .430 

Hdoe, Emili>: R., land at Prairie du Cliien relin- 

quisliud t(>. , ,. .,......».««< •..438 

< Hooker', iXIary, arrears of pension of. »439 

Hortip, John H., payment to Z .. . . <^1 

Ilult, Jph.n, payment to , .436 



I. 



Indiana, allowance for furniture for court in, 431 
Irish, JoMph, authoriiad to enter certain Bsbool 
land .......437 

Jenkins, Benjamin W., claim of. 435 

Jenltins, Christopher, claim of. 435 

Jcnkina, Joseph, dain of. 435 

Jcjikins. .Robert iS., claim of. 435 

Jewell, Barton, pension of...... .440 

Johnston, Jam^s D., credit in accminta of. . .437 

Jones, Ilcory J., claim of... 435 

Jones, William C. wulement of claim of.. ..Ml 

K. - 

Kendall, William, setttement of accounts of, 436 

Keonedyr Joseph M., payment to, for furniture 
for court-heuae 439 

Eenserty, C: B. R., penai<)n of. 435 

Kentucky asylum for deaf and dumb, time of 
selling lands of, extended 433 

King, Bayliss, land relinquished to, when eman- 
cipated ....441 

King, Christian, land relinquished to, when eman- 
cipated ( 441 

King, Elijah, title of the United States to real 
estate of, relinquished to his widow and chil- 
dren as soon as emancipated 441 

King, Thomas, bind relinquished to, when eman- 
cipated 441 

Kirby, Tarrancc, pension of. 438 

L. 

L.-\nds, public school, in Minne8ota,grautof,437 
acts concernine, in fiivor ef— 

Ascension nrish, (Louisiana) 439 

Baldwin, Bartholomew 437 

Baltzell, George F 436 

Bryan, Jeremioli 433 

Cerrg, Pascal L 431 

Duncan, Thomas 43S 

Elliott, Jared L 430 

Fenwick, Martin.... 438 

Gantt, Bemamin R 436 

Godfroy, Jacques 435 

Hooc, EmilieR 438 

Irish, Joseph '. 437 

Kentucky asylum..; .433 

King, Bayliss 441 

King, Christian 441 

King, Thomas 441 

Lucas, Charles 431 

McCabe, E. H 433. 

Millett, Martin 433 

Minnesota 497 

Redd, John T 431 

Roan, James P 436 

Rose, John B 441 

Rowe, Geora;e 436 

Sturgis, Winiam : 437 

Turner.Xharlotte .431 

Vatticr, John L 435 

Waterman, Charles 439 

Latbrop, Jedediah H., release of, and his sure- 
ties 437 

Lilly, Leonard, pension of 439 

Lowrey, Daniel, claim of 435 

Lucas, Charte«, land title of, confirmed 431 
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M. 

Mackay, Mungo, claim of. 435 

Martin-, Wfllimn T., released^ as administrator 

' of Bdwttfd Grale, from liability^ 498 

MasoA, Robert.'daim of. 435 

Mattbe^a, John R-.^cInim of 435 

Mathews, Sally-T., -parent to 431 

MeCobe, Et H., representatives of, authorized to 

enter certain -land. ...b..-. . ..4^ 

McClart*,-Davidvt)aymcnl to 437 

MeClnrei Joseph, • payment to adminislrator 

ofj.. 437 

MoConnel),- John C.-, -payment to 435 

'McOuugQU,-daim of 435 

MeG<inneeie« Gcnr^ K., payment to 480 

McLeod> Aobort-, -claim of. ^& 

Medai7,-9amuel, r*leBsed as surety ef John T. 

■ -Ai-ibHrf > . . k t. . J '. . ., .438 

M^i^H, WaNey, Haim of. 435 

Mee^^tt, 'William C, filaim of. 435 

MikeH,' Ephraim, claim of. t 435 

Mikcll,'Jehn,'Sen>, claim of .....435 

Mil«ell,'Johfl C, claim of. .,435 

Mikoll, Josiahf claim of, . . ,- 495 

Millett, Martin, preiimplion entry of, confirmed, 

433 

Minge, Collier H., payments to .440 

IVynneaota, grant pf adiool land to, in Ueu.pf 

that granted to J. Trisb, W. Sturgis, and a. 

Baldwin 487 

Missouri,' allowance furfurnitnre for court in, Jj^l 

Mitchell, Edward, claim of. 435 

MilchelV, John, pennion of.... ^3 

Montgomery, Captain Alexander, settlement of 

accounts of. . . t^. 438 

Morrison, Jesse, payment to .436 

Morrow', Dr. James, payment to ....4&5 

Mosed, Isaac C , claim of. 435 

Mudd, Henry T., pavment to .435 

Murray, Joseph J., dnim of...... c485 

Murray, Ricbard J., pension of. MO 

N. ' 

Nosh, Betsay , pension ef..... .439 

Newell, Thomas M., settlement of accounts 

of. 438 

Niles, Hannah F., payment to 490 

Nye, J. W., payment to .448 

O. 

Oliver, William L., pension of 441 

P. 

Painter, Jonathan, pension of. ..' 439 

Parish, Chailcs, pension of. .437 

Patterson, John, claim of. 435 

Pattieson, John, claim of. 435 

Pegg, Ransdell, payment to 432 

Pensions, provisions respecting, in favor of— 

Armstrong, Amos ....437 

Armstrong, Fnmklin W 441 

Bailey, Joseph 440 

Bigelow, Israel 6 443 

Bond, Geoi^ 441 

Cassady, George 441 

Cilley, Jonathan 438, 440 

■ Clark, Mary Ann > 436 

Cook, Lyman N 436 

Cox, John W 439 

Craig, William 435 

Deliver, Daniel 439 

Devit, Anthony 436 

Drout, John 438 

Empson, Doily ...438 

Gilbert, John 429 

Hays, Sampson....' 441 

Hooker, Mary 439 

Jewell , Barton 440 

Eennorly, C. B. R 4S5 

Kirby, Tarrance 438 

Lilly, Leonard 439 

Mitchell, John 433 

Murray, Richard J 440 

NoshjBeUey .439 

Oliver, William L 441 

Painter, Jonathan ....433 

Parish, Charles. 437 

Phelps, James ».... 499 

Phillips, Isaac 439 

Phillips, Richard 495 

Poole, William 436 

Rice.Shadrach ; 440 

Ryley, John 438 

Digitized by Google 



XIV 



INDEX TO THE APPENDIX. 



Fwriont— Conrinwrf. 

Slavin, Partnetia 4^ 

Smith, Reberm 436 

Sterens, Robert H 440 

Stewart, Henry 437 

Stone, Levi 4^ 

Stoae, Mary 439 

Torrenc«, George W 43tl 

• Van Pelt, Sarah ^ 440 

Vaughn, Claiborn •- 441 

Wacaser, Daniel v.. ......439 

Walton, William. . . : .440 

Waahburne; Isaac F 440 

Wiraberly, Robert S 437 

Winahip, Mary B 435 

Phelps, James, arrears of pension of, 439 

Philhps, Isaac, pension or. 439 

Phillips, Richard, pension of. 435 

Piatt, Doon, payment to 437 

Pillans, John C, claim of...,.'. 435 

Pillans, Robert, claim of 435 

Poole, William, pension of 436 

Piii£, Mir & Co., releaaed from two judgments, 

440 

any amoonta paid thereon to be refanded. .440 
R. 

Radd, John T., permitted to eater certain land, 

431 

Reeride, Mary, payment to. .... » 433 

Rhodes, Thomas, payment to. 441 

Rice, Shadrach, pension of. 440 

Rwn, James P., land grant to assignee of. . .436 
Roae. John B., boaaty land warrant to issue to, 

441 

Rowe, Qaorgfl, land grant to — ignaa of.. . . .436 
R^y, John, pension of, 436 

8. 

Saonden, John L., payment to. 437 

Sobellinger, Ghorge, paymsat to 436 

Schuyler, aeneralPhilip, payment to ebild of, 439 

Beabrook, Andrew, claim of. 435 

Beabrook, Gabriel, claim of. 435 



Seabrook, Henry, claim of. 435 

Seabrook, Joseph A., claim of •,.....435 

Seabrook, Whitemarah B., claim of. 435 

Seabrook, William, claim of 435 

Shandley, Daniel, claim of.... 435 

Shaw, John, payment to 436 

Slavin, Parmelia, pensmn of, to be paid to her 

adnMnistrator. 493 

Smith, Rebecca, pension of 436 

Smithson, Benjamin W., payment to 441 

Staley, Christian, claim of. 435 

St. Clair, Major Oeneial Arthur, payment to 

heire of 431 

Steele, Captain Frederick, eetUemeot of accounts 

of ; 438 

Steele, Tbomac B., payment to 436 

Steuart, Adam D., jodgment against, remitted, 

437 

payment to 437 

payment of a commission to- .437 

Stevens, Robert H., pension of. 440 

Stewart, Henry, pension of. 437 

Stone, Levi, arrears of pension of 439 

Scone, Mary, arrears orpen^on of. 439 

Strobel, Lewis, claim of. 435 

Sto^is, William, au^orixed to enter certain 

school land , 437 

Swain, Isaac, payment to .441 

Swinton, Jamea, claim of.....„ _435 

T. 

Taliaferro, Hay T., released as surety of D. M. 

F. Thornton - 440 

Taliaferro, Lawrence, releaaed as aorety of D. 

M. F. Thornton 440 

Thayer, Andrew E., claim of 435 

Thornton, D. M. F., sureliee of, releaaed. ...4M 
Thornton, J. H. F., releaaed as surety of D. M. 

F.Thornton 440 

Thurston, Samuel R., payment to repreaantative 

of, for his heirs .' 436 

Tompson, Thomas, claim of 435 

Torrence, George W., increase of pension of, 4^ 



Towers, Owrge M., claim of 435 

Townsend, Charles, claim of 435 

Townsend, Daniel, claim of. 435 

Turner, Charlotte, authorized to enter certain 
land i 431 

V. 

Van Pelt, Sarah, arrears of pension of 440 

Vattier, John L., authorized to locate certaia 

land 435 

Vaughn, Claiborn, pension of. 441 

W. 

Wacaser ^Daniel, pension of. ^■..439 

Walton, William, pension o^ ..440 

Washbume, Lieutenant Isaac P., penuon of..440 
Washington Insurance Company, charter of..433 
Waterman, Charles, land title confirmed to.. .439 
Weaver & Williams, account of, to be alloiwed, 

431 

Weseoat, Randall, claim of. 435 

Weacoat, Thomas, claim of. .... 435 

Weseoat, William J., claim of . . • ^ 

Whaley, Benjamin S., claim of. ;..435 

Whaley, Edward, claim of. * 435 

Whaley, Joseph, claim of........ 435 

White, Joseph , payment to. 430 

Wilkinson, Christopher, claim of. 435 

Wilkinson, Morton, claim of. 435 

Wilkinson, William, claim of. 435 

Wilson, Jefferson, payment to, as admioistrator 

of John P. Wray 438 

Wimberly, Robert B.jpansion of. 437 

Wimmer, William W., payment to, for mail 

service 449 

Winship, Mary B.« pension of. 433 

Winslow, Daniel, releaaed fVom a jud^ment..43I 
Winslow, James N., released from a judgment, 

431 

Wood, W. E., claim of. 435 

Woodward & Chorpenning, paynaent to surrinna 

partner of. » .440 

Wray, John F., payment to administrator of, 
• 438 
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Tbte is the flrat number of the Appbndis *o the CoHaxis- 
noK«L OuomK tar this MMion— the third erf the Ttainy- 
Poofth ConfTsaa. 

The work Will be MereomMd, and therefore ihoee wbo 
raajr MriMCffbe bere«fter, Amng tkit mmIm. will get all the 
onoben ; tnit siter thli eenion hu ended, the price wU) 
be iocreaaed to wmeb a ram u will pay fbr reptintinf fhKn 
Ue plates. 

The OoKoaaHiOKAL Gloib and AmitDix and Laws 
will not be wOU Mparately, as they were a few yeue ago. 
When e^lMraied they did not give general aaiiafiction, aa a 
■otMcrlber fbr one would frequently want the other when 
too late to ftunlita him with the back numbers. Therefore 
Ibe Cowoaasiioii&L Glosu and the ArnNDiz and the 
Laws will all be sold tf^tber. A man whe may think be 
has not the money to ^an to pnrebaae the whole, may get 
« club to Join him. 

The price for Ibe wkola ftr UUi u wataa la fS. Tli^ aU 
gefree uymall. 



MES.SAGE 

op THE 

PRESIPENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

FeUo»-CUixtns tfthe Senate 

andiifAe HetuetffRtpretentatitea: 

The Conititution requirea that the Prtudent 
shall, from time to time, wt only recommend to 
the eonaideraUon of Cot/fnn aadb meatures as 
be may iu^ necessary and expedient, bat also 
(hat he snaUgiTe information to them of the state 
of the Union. To do this fully intolves exposi- 
tions of all matters in the actual condition of the 
country, domestic or foreign, which essentially 
concern the general weiftrs. While peribtming 
his constitutional duty in this respect, the Presi- 
dent does not speak merely to express personal 
convictions, but as the executiTc minister of the 
Government, enabled by his position, and called 
upon by his offidal obfigatians, to scan with an 
impartial eye the interests of the whole and of 
every part of the United States. 

Or the condition of the domestic inlsrests of 
the Union, its agriculture, mines, manufactures, 
navigation and commerce, it is necessary only to 
say uiat the internal prosperity of the country, 
its contiauooB and steady advancement in wealth 
• and po^latioQ, and in private as well as public 
well-being, attest the wisdom of our institutions, 
and the predominant spirit of intelligence and 
patriotism, which, notwithstanding occasional 
irregularities of opimon or action resulting from 
popular freedom, nas distinguished and uHuac- 
terized the people of America. 

In the bnef interval between the termination 
of the last and the comidencement of the present 
session of Consress, the public mind has been 
occupied with the care of selecting, for another 
constitutional term, the President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United Statea. 

The determination of the persons, who are of 
right, or contingently, to preside over the admin- 
istration of the Government, is, under our system, 
committed to the Sutea and the people. We 
app^ to them, by their voice pronounced in the 
forms of law, to call whomsoever they will to 
the high post of Chief Magistrate. 

And thus it is, that aa the Senators represent 
the respective States of the Union, ^nd the mem- 
bers or the House of RepresenlatiTes the seveial 
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constituencies of each State, ao the President 
represents the aggregate population of the United 
States. Their uecUon or hifh is the explicit and 
solemn act of the sole sovereign authority of the 

Union. 

It is impossible to misapprehend the great prin- 
ciples which, by their recent political action, the 
people of the United States have sanctioned and 
announced. 

They have«asserted the constitutional equality 
of eacn and all of the States of the Union as 
States; they have affirmed the conatitutional 
equality of each and all of the citizens of the 
United States as eitisens, whatever their religion, 
wherever their birth, or their residence; they 
have maintained the inviolability of the consu- 
tutionaJ rights of the different sections of the 
Union; and they have proclaimed their devoted 
and unalten^le attachment to the UnidR and die 
Constitution, aa object* of interest superior to alt 
subjects of local or sectional controversy, as the 
ai^guard oftherighlsof all, as the spirit and the 
essence of the liberty, peace, and greatness of the 
Republic. 

fn doine this, they have, at the ssme time, 
emphatically condemned the idea of organizing in 
these United States mere geographical parties: of 
marshaling in hostile array towards each other 
the different parts of the country, North or South, 
East or West. 

Schemes of this nature, fraught with incaleu- 
lable misehief, and whieh the considerate sense of 
the people hss reacted, could have had counte- 
nance in no part of the country, had they not 
been disguised by stig^stions plausible in ap- 
pearance, acting upon an excited state of the 
public mind, induced hy causes temporary in 
their character, and it is to be hoped transient in 
their influence. 

Perftet liberty of association for political ob- 
jects and the widest scope of discussion are the 
received and ordinary conditions of governmeot 
in our country. Our institutions, framed in the 
spirit of confidence in the intelligence and integ- 
nty of the people, do not foihia citizens, either 
individu^ly or atsodated together, to attack by 
writing, speech, or any other methods short of 
physical force, the Constitution and the very ex- 
istence of the Union. Under the shelter of this 
great liberty, and protected by the laws and 
usages of the Government they assail, associa- 
tions, have been formed in some of the States of 
individuals who, pretending to seek only to pre- 
vent the spread ot the insututioo of slavery into 
the present or fhiture inchoate States of the Union, 
are really inflamed with desire to change the do- 
mestic infltiluuons of existing States. To accom- 
plish their obiects, they dedicate themselves to 
the odious taslc of depreciating the Oovernment 
organization which stands in uieir way, and of 
cahimniatihg, with indiscriminate invective, not 
only the citizens of particular Sta&s, with wfaoae 
laws they find fault, but all others of their fetlow- 
^tizens throughout the country who do not par- 
Uctpate with them in their assaults upon the Con- 
stitution, framed and adopted by ourfathers, and 
I claiming for the privileges it has secured, and the 
I blessings it has confemd, the fteady support 



and grateful reverence of their children. They 
seek an object which they well know to bs a 
revolutionary one. Ther are perf^y aware 
that the change in the relative condition of tfa« 
white and black races in the slaveholding States, 
which they would promote, is beyond their 
lawful authority; that to them it is a foreign 
object; that it cannot be effected by any peaceful 
instrumentality of theirs; that for them, and tlie 
Stales of which they are citizens, the only path 
to its accomplishment is through burning cities, 
and ravaged fields, and slaughtered populations, 
and all there is moat terrible in foreign, compli- 
cated with civil and servile war; and that the 
first step in the attempt is the forcible disruption 
of a country embracing in its broad bosom a 
degree of liberty, and an amount of individual 
and public prosperity, to which there is no par- 
allel in history, and substituting in it* place 
hostile governments, driven at once and inevitably 
into mutual devastation and fratricidal carnage, 
transforming the now peaceful and felieiious 
brotherhood into a vast permanent camp of armed 
men, like the rival monarchies of Europe and 
Asia. Well knowing that such, and such only, 
are the means and the consequeneea of their 
plans and pu^oses, they endeavor to prepare tho 
people of tne United States for civil wtur by doing; 
everything in their power to deprive the Consti- 
tution and the laws of moral authority, and to 
imdermine the fhbric of the Union by appeals to 
passion and sectional prejudice, by indo<£trinatjiig 
Its people with reciprocal hatred, and by eduootiog 
them to stand face to face as enemiesi imthcr than 
shoulder to shoulder as friends. 

It is by the sgeocy of sudt unwarrantable in- 
terference, foreign and domeatie, that the minds 
of many, otherwise good eitisenS) hnvs been io^ 
inflamed into the passionate eondennation of tho 
domestic institutions of the southern States, as at 
length to pass insensibly to almost equally pas- 
sionate hostility towards their fellow-citizens of 
those States, and thus, finally, to fall into tern-* 
porary fellowship with the avowed and active 
enemies of the Cfonstitutton, Ardentiy attached 
to liberty in the abatract, they do not stop to 
consider practically how the objects' they would 
attain can be accomplished, nor to reflect that, 
even if the evil were as grcM aa they deem it* 
they have no remedy to apply, and that it eon ba 
only a^ravated by their vionnoe and unconsti- 
tutional action. A question which ia one of the 
most difficult of all the problems of social insti- 
tution, political economy, and statesmanship, 
they treat with unreasoning intemperance of 
thought and huiguage. Extremes be^t extremes. 
Violent attack from the North finds its inevitable 
consequence in the growth of a spirit of angry 
defiance at the South. Thus, in tne progress of 
events, we had reached that consummation which 
the voice of the people has now so pointedly 
rebuked, of the attempt of « portion of the 
States, by a sectional ononization and move- 
ment, to usurp the control of the Oovenimentof 
the United States. 

I confidently believe that the great body of 
those who inconsiderately twtk^this fittal step are 
sincerely atlMhed. to the 
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Union. They would, upon deliberation, shrink 
with unaffected horror from anr conaciouB act of 
dinuiioa or civil war. But they have entered 
into a path which leada nowhere, unless it be to 
civil war and disunion, and which has no other 
possible outlet. They have proceeded thus far 
in that direction in consequence of the successive 
■ta^a of their progress havine consisted of a 
•enes of aecondary issues, each of whicli pro- 
/essed to be confined within constitutional and 
peacefVd limiti, but which attempted indirectly 
what few men were willing to do directly; tlial 
li, to act aggressively against the constitutional 
riehts of nearly one half of the thirty-one Slates. 

In the long series of acts of indirect agression, 
the first was the strenuous agitation', by citizens 
of the northern States, in Congress and out of it, 
of the question of negro emancipation in the 
southern States. 

The second step in this path of evil consisted 
of acta of the people of the northern States, and 
in sevend instances of their governments, aimed 
to facilitate the escape of persons held to service 
in the southern States, ana to prevent their extra- 
dition when reclaimed according to law and in 
Tirtue of express proriaibns of the Constitution. 
To promote this object, legislative enactments 
and other means were adopted to take away or 
defeat rights which the Constitution solemnly 
guarantiM. In order to nullify the then existing 
act of Congress concerning the extradition of 
AigitiTesfVom service, laws were enacted in niany 
States forbidding their officers, under the severest 
penalties, to participate in the execution of any 
act of Congress whatever. In tliis way that 
system of hamionioue cooperation between the 
authorities of the United States and of the several 
States for the maintenance of their common insti* 
tutions, which existed in the early years of the 
Republic, was destroyed; confiicts of iurisdiction 
came to be frequent^and Congress found itself 
compelled, for the support of the Constitution 
and the vindication of its power, to authorize the 
appointment of new oflicerB ehai^d with the 
execution of its aets, as if they and the officers of 
the States were the ministers, respectively, of 
forefgn Qovernmentsin a state of mutual hostility, 
lather than fellow magistrates of a common coun- 
try, peacefully subsisting under the protection of 
one well-constituted Union. Thus here, also, 
a^resMOQ was followed by reaction; and the 
attacks upon the Constitution at this point did bnt 
serve to raise up new barriers for its defense and 
security. 

The third stage of this unbappv sectional con- 
troversy was in connection witli tJte oi^tuiization 
of temtorial governments, and the admission of 
new States into the Union. When it was pro- 
posed to adroit the State of Maine, by separation 
of territory fVom that of Massachuaetts, and the 
State of Miasouri, formed of a portion of tlieter* 
ritory ceded by France to tlie United States, 
Representatives in CM^reas objected to the ad- 
mission of the latter, unless with conditions 
suited to particular views of public policy. The 
imposition of such a condition was successfully 
resisted. But, at the same period, the question 
Vas presented of impoaing- restrictions upon the 
residue of the territory celled by France. That 
question was, for the time, disposed of by the 
adoption of a geographical tineof limitatioh. 

In this connection it should not be forgotten 
that when France, of her own accord, resolved, 
for considerations of the most far-sighted saga- 
city, to cede Louisiana to the United Stales, and 
that aeeeesion was accepted by the United States, 
the latter expressly engaged that "the inhab- 
itants of the ceded Territory shall be incorporated 
in the Union of the Unitea States, and admitted 
as soon as possible, according to the principles 
of the Federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of 
all the rights, advantages, and immunities of cit- 
izens of the United Stales; and in the mean time 
they shall be maintained and protected in the 
free enjoyment of their libertg, jn-operbf, and the 
rdigion which they profess "—thai is to say, while 
it remains in a terntoiial condition, its inhabitants 
are maintained and protected in the free enjoy- 
inent of their liberty and property, with a right 
then to pass into the condition of States on a foot- 
ing of perfect equality with the original States. 

The enastmefit, wiiich established the restric- 
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live geographical line, was acquiesced in, rather 
than approved, by the States of the Union, 
stood on the statute-book, however, for a number 
of years ; and the people of the respective States 
acquiesced in the reSnactment of the principle as 
applied to the State of Texas; and it was pro- 
posed to acquiesce in its further application to the 
territory acquired by the United States from 
Mexico. But this proposiUon was successfully 
resisted by the representatives from the northern 
States, who, regardleas of the statute Une, insisted 
upon applying restriction to the new territoiy 
generally, whether lying north or south of it, 
uiercby repealing it as a legislative compromise, 
and, on the part of the North, persistently vio- 
lating tlie compact, if compact there was. 

Thereupon this enactment ceased to have bind- 
ing virtue in any sense, whether as respects the 
North or the south; and so in effect it was 
treated on the occasion of the admission of the 
State of California, and the oKanization of the 
Territories of New Mexico, Utah, and Wash- 
ington . 

Such was the state of this question when the' 
time arrived for the organization of the Terri- 
tories of Kansas and Nebraska. In the progress 
of constitutional inquiry and reflection, it had 
now at length come to be s'een clearly that Con- 
gress does not possess constitutiontu power to 
impose restrictions of thia character upon any 
present or future State of the Union. Id a long 
series of decisions, on the fUlIest argument, and 
aAer the most deliberate considerauon, the Su- 
preme Court of the United States had finally 
determined this point in every form under whicn 
the question could arise, whether as affecting 
public or private rights — in questions of the public 
domain, of religion, of navigation, and of serv- 
itude. 

The several States of the Union are, by force 
of the Constitution, coequal in domestic legisla- 
tive power. Congress cannot change a law of 
domestic jfletion in the State of Maine; no more 
can it in the State of Missouri, Any statute 
whid) proposes to do this it a mere nullity; it 
ukes away no right, it confers none. If it re- 
mains on the statute-book unrepealed, it remains 
there only as a monument of error, and a beacon 
of warning to the legislator and the*8tatesman. 
To repeal it will be only to remove imperfection 
from the statutes^ without affecting, either in the 
sense of permission or of prohibition, the action 
of the States, or of their citizens. 

Still, when the nominal restriction of thia na- 
ture, already a dead letter in law, was in terms 
repealed by the last Congress, in a clause of the 
act organizing the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, that repeal was made the occasion of a 
wide-spread and dangerous agitation. 

It was alleged tliat the original enactment being' 
a compact of perpetual moral obligation, its re- 
peal constituted an odious breach of faith. 

An act of Congress, while it remains unre- 
pealed, more eif ecially if it be constitutionally 
valid in the judgment of those public functionaries 
whose duty it is to pronounce on that point, is 
undoubtedly binding on the conscience of each 
good citizen of the Republic. Bnt in what sense 
can it be asserted, tliatthe enactment in question 
was invested with perpetuity and entitled to the 
respect of a solemn compact? Between whom 
was the compact ? No distinct contending powers 
of the Government, no separate sections of the 
Union, treating as such, entered into treaty stipu- 
lations on the subject. It was a mere clause of 
an act of Congress, and, like any other contro- 
verted matter of legislation, received its final 
shape and was pasaed by compromise of the con- 
flictmg opinions or sentiments of the members of 
Congress. 

But if it had moral authority over men's con- 
sciences, to whom did this authority atiach.' Not 
to those of the North, who had repeatedly re- 
fused to confirm it by extension, and who had 
zealously striven to eatablish other and incom- 
patible regulations upon tiie subject. And if, as 
It thus appears, the supposed compact had no 
obligatory force as to tno North, of course it 
could not have any as to the South, for all suclf 
compacts most be mutual* and of reciprocal ob- 
ligation 

It has not nnfVequently happened that kw* i 
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givers, with undue estimation of the value of the 
law they give, or in the view of imparting to it 
peculiar strength, make it pei^tual in terms; 
but they cannot thus bind the conscience, the 
judgment, and the will of those who may suc- 
ceed them, invested with similar responsibilities, 
and clothed with equal authority. More careful 
investigation may prove tlie law to be unsound 
in principle. Experience may show it to be im- 
perfect in detail, and impracticable in execution. 
And then both reason and right combine not 
merely to justify, but to require its repeal. 

The Constitution, supreme as it is over all the 
departments of the Government, legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial, is open to amendment by 
its very terms; and Congress or the States may, 
in their discretion, propose amendment to it, 
solemn compact though it in truth is between the 
sovereign States of the Union. In the present 
instance, a political eutetment, which had ceased 
to have legal power or authority of any kind, 
was repealed. The position assumed, that Con- 
gress Had no moral right to enact such repeal, 
was strange enough, ana singularly so in view of 
the fact that the argument came from those who 
openly refused obedience to existing laws of the 
land, having the same popular designation and 
quality as compromise acts — nay, more, whono- 
equivocally disregarded and condemned the most 
positive and obligatory injunctions of the Con- 
stitution itself, and sought, by every means 
within their reach, to deprive a portion of iheir 
fellow-citizens of the equal enjoyment of those 
rights and privileges guarantied alike to all byih^ 
fundamental compact of oar Union. 

This argument against the repeal of the statute 
line in question was accompanied by anolJier of 
congenial character, and equally with tbe former 
destitute of foundation in rcasott and truth. It 
was imputed that the measure originated in the 
conception of extendio? the limits of slave labor 
beyond those previously sosigned to it, and that 
such was its natural as well as intended effect; 
and these baseless assumptions were made, in the 
northern States, the ground of nnceaaiog aasanlt 
upon eoDstitutimal right. 

The repeal in terms of a statute which waa 
already obsolete, and also null for unconstitu- 
tionality, could have no infiuvice to obstruct or 
to promote the propagation of conflicting views 
of political or social A^titution. When the act 
organizing the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska was posaed, the inherent effect ubon that 
portion of the public domain thus opened to legal 
settlement was to admit settlers fVom all uie 
States of the Union alike, each with his convic- 
tions of public policy and private interest, there 
to found intheir discretion, subject to such limit- 
ations as the Constitution end acta of Congress 
might prescribe, new States, hereafter to be ad- 
mitted into the Union, It was a, free field, open 
alike to all, whether the statute line of aasumed 
restriction were repeated or not. That repeal did 
not open to free competition of the diverse opinions 
and domestic institutions a field which, without 
such repeal, would have been closed against 
them: it found that field of competition already 
opened, in fact and in law. Alt the repeal did 
was to relieve the statute-book of an objectionable 
enactment, unconstitutioiwl in effect, and inju- 
rious in terms, to a large portitm of the States. 

Is it the fact that, in all the unsettled regions of 
the United States, if emigration be left free to oct 
in this respect for itself, without legal prohibiuona 
on either side, slave labor will ^wntaneossly go 
everywhere, in preference to free labor f la it the 
fact, that the peculiar domestic institutions of the 
southern States poescas, relatively, so much of 
vigor, thut, wheresoever an avenue is freely open 
to -all the world, they will penetrate to the exclu- 
sion of those of the northern States? Is ii the 
fact, that the former enjoy, compared with the 
latter, such irresistibly superior vitality, inde- 
pendent of climate, soil, and all other accidental 
circumstances, aa to be able to produce the sup- 
posed result, in spite of the assumed moral and 
natural obstacles to its aceomplishment, and of 
the more numerous population of the northern 
States ? 

The ar^niment of those^who advocate tbe en- 
actment of new laws of restriction, and condemn 
the repeal of old oumhji effect aven that their 
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pftrtieoUur Tieirs^goTemineiit have no Mlf-«x- 
tendiw or Mir-fastaininr powar of their own, 
and vUI go nowhere umeM forced by mat of 
Congreaa. Ajod if Congreas do bat patwe for a 
moment in the policy of stem coereida; if it ren* 
tare totrjr tbeezpenmentofleaTingmento jud^e 
fttr thenMelvee what isftitutioos will best auit 
them; if it be not etrained up to perpetual legii- 
latire exertion on this point; if Congreaa proceed 
thus to act in the very epirit of liberty, it ia at 
once charged with aiming to extend slave labor 
into all the new Tertitorieo of the United States. 

Of course, these imputations on the intentions 
of Congress in thia respect, eonceired as they 
were in prejudice, and disseminated in passion, 
are utterly deatitnle of any justification in the 
nature of things, and contrary to all the funda- 
mental doctiines and principles of utU liberty 
taid snif-gorenioieDt. 

While, therefore, in general, the people of the 
northern States haTe never at any time arro^ted 
for the Federal Goremment the power to inter- 
fere directly with the domestic condition of per- 
sons in the southern States, but, on the contrary, 
hare disavowed all auch intentions, and have 
•hriink from conspicuous affiliation with those 
few who pursue their fanatical objects avowedly 
through the contemplated means of revolutionary 
change of the Oovemment, and with acceptance 
of the necessary consequencaa — a civil and ser- 
vile war— jret many eitiseM bam sufiered them- 
■elves to be drawn into one evanescent political 
issue of agitation after another, appertaining to 
the same set of opinions, and which subsided as 
rapidly as they arose when it came to be seen, as 
it uDiformly did, that they were incompatible with 
the oompaets of the Constitution and the existence 
of the Union. Thus, when the acta of some of 
the States to nullify the existing extradition law 
imposed upon Congress the duty of passing a 
new one, the country was invited by agitators to 
enter into party o^anizatioo for its repeal; but 
that agitatiOD speraily eeaied by reason of the 
irapraMie^Iity of its ol^ect. So when the stat- 
ute restnctioD upon the inatitutiona of new States 
by a geographical line had been repealed, the 
country was urged to demand its restoration, and 
that project also died almost with its birth. Then 
followed the cry of alarm from the North against 
imputed southern eocuuhmenta; which cry 
sprang in reality from t^lpirit of revolutionary 
attack on the domestic inatitutiona of the South, 
and, after a troubled existence of a few months, 
has been rebuked by the voice of a patriotic 
people. 

Of this last agitMiott, one lamentable feature 
was, that it waa carried on at the immediate ex- 
pense of the peace and happineaa the people of 
the Territory of Kansas. That was made the 
battle-field, not so much of opposing factions or 
interests within itself, as of the conflicting pas- 
aiona of the whole people of the United Statea. 
Revolationary disorder in Kansas had its origin 
in projects of intervention, deliberately arranged 
by certain members of that Congress which e;i- 
acted the law for Uie organization of the Terri- 
tory. And when propuandiat colonization of 
Kanaaa had thui bran nnoertaken in one section 
of the Union for the systematic promotion of its 
peculiar views of policy, there ensued, as a mat- 
ter of coarse, a counteraction with opposite views 
in other sections of the Union. 

In consequence of these and other incidents, 
many acta of disorder, it ia undeniable, have been 
perfMtmted in Kansas^ to the oeeasional inter- 
ruption, rather thui the permanent suspension, 
of regular government. Aggressive and most 
reprehensible inearaions into the Territory were 
undertaken, both in the North and the South, and 
entered it on ita Dortherti border by the way of 
Iowa, as well as on the eastern by way of Mis- 
souri; and there has existed within it a state of 
insurrection against the conatituted authorities, 
not without couBtenance from inconsiderate per- 
sons in each of the great sections of the Union. 
But the difficulties in that Territory have been 
Mtiavi^ntly execrated for purpoeea of polit- 
icalagitationelsewnere. Thenumberandgravity 
of the acta of violence have been magnified, partly 
by statements entirely untrue, and partly by reit- 
erated accounts of the same rumors or fiuda. 
Thua thaTenitoiy baa bMo seemingly fillad with 



extreme violence, when the whole amount of 
auch acta haa not been greater than what occa- 
aionally passes before us in aingle cities to the 
regret of all good citizens, but without being 
regarded as of general or permanent political con- 
sequence. 

Imputed irreguloritiea in the eleetiona had in 
Kansas, like occanonal irregolariliea of the same 

description in the States, were beyond theaphere 
of acUon of the Executive. But incidents of 
actual violence or of organized obatruction of 
law, pertioacioualy renewed from time to time, 
have been met as they occurred, by auch means as 
were available and as the circumstances required; 
and nothing of this character now remains to 
affect the general peace of the Union. The 
attempt of a part of the inhabitaata of the Terri- 
tory to erect a revolutionary government, though 
sedulously encouraged and supplied wiUi pecu- 
niary aid fVom active agents of disorder in some 
of the States, has cdmpletely fhiled. Bodies of 
armed men, foreign to the Territory, have been 

Prevented from entering or compelled to leave it. 
redatory bands, engaged in acts of rapine under 
cover of the existing political disturbances, have 
been arrested or dispersed. And every well- 
disposed person is now enabled once more to 
devote himself in peace to the pursuits of pros- 
perous industry, for the prosecution of which 
be undertook to participate in the settlement of 
the Territory. 

It affords me onmingled saUsfi^on thus to 
announce the peaceAU condition of things in 
Kansas, especially considering the means to 
which it was necessary to have recourse for the 
attainment of the end — namely, the employment 
of a part of the military force of the United 
Statea. The withdrawal of that force from its 

f»roper duty of defending the country againat 
breign foea or the savages of the frontier, to 
employ it for the suppression of domestic insur- 
rection, is, when the exigency occurs^ matter 
of the moat earnest soUdtude. On thilfteeasion 
of imperative necessity it haa been done with the 
best results; and my satisfaction in the attain- 
ment of auch results by such means is greatly 
enhanced by the consideration that, through the 
wisdom and energy of the present executive of 
Kansas, and the prudence, firmness, and vigil- 
ance of the military officera on duty there, tran- 
quillity has been restored without one drop of 
blood having been ahed in its accomplishment by 
the forces of the United States. 

The restoration of comparative tranquillity in 
that Territory furnishes the means of observing 
calmly, and appreciating at their just value, the 
events which have occurred then, and the dis- 
cussions of whicb the government of the Terri- 
tory has been the subject. 

We perceive that controversy concerning ;ta 
future domestic institutions vta inevitable; that 
no human prudence, no fbrm of legislation,, no 
wisdom on the part of Congress, could have 
prevented this. 

It is idle to suppose that the particular pro- 
visions of their organic law were the cauae of 
notation. Those provisions were but the occa- 
sion or the pretext of an agitation which waa in- 
herent in the nature of things. Congress legislated 
upon the subject in such terms as were most con- 
sonant with the principle of popular sovereignty 
which underlies our government. It coula not 
have legisUUed otherwise, without doing violence 
to anouer ^reat principle of our inatituuons, the 
imprescriptible right of equality of the several 
States. 

We perceive, also, that sectional interests and 
party passions ^ave been the great impediment 
to the salutary operation of the oreanie princi- 
ples adopted, and the diief causa of the auecea- 
sive disturbances in Kansas. The aaaomption, 
that because, in the organization of the Territo- 
ries of Nebraska and Kjansas, Congress abstained 
from imposing restraints upon them to which cer- 
tain other Territories had been subject, therefore 
disorders occurred in ^e latter Territory, is em- 
phatically contradicted by the fact that none have 
occurred in the former. Those disorders were 
not the consequence in Kansas of the freedom of 
self-government conceded to that Territory by 
Congress, but of unjust interfiirence on the part 
of persons not inh^tanls of the Territmy. Such 



interference, wherever it has exhibited itself, by 
acts of ioBurrectionary character, or of obstnio- 
tion to process of law, haa been repelled or sup- 
pressed by all the means whi^ the Conatinition 
and the laws [dace in the hands of the Executive. 

In those poru of the United States where, by 
reason of the iidamed slate of the publie mind, 
felw rumors and misrepresentations have the 
greatest currency, it has been assumed that it 
was the duty of the Executive not only to sup- 
press inaurrecttonary movements in Kansas, but 
also to see to the regalaritv of local elections. It 
needs little ai^ument to snow that the President 
haa no such power. AUrovemmentintheUnited 
Statea resta substantially upon oopular election. 
The ficedom of eleetiona is liable to be impaired 
by the intrusion of unlawful votea, or the exdo- 
aion of lawful ones, by improper influences, by 
violence, or by ftand. But the people ot the 
United Statea are themselves the dl-suffieient 
guardiana of their own rights; and to suppose 
that they will not remedy, in due Season, any 
such incidents of civil freedom, is to suppoee them 
to have ceased to be capable of self-government. 
The President of the United States has not power 
to interpose in elections, to see to ^eir freedom, 
to canvass their votes, or to pass upon their 
l^lity, in the Territories any more than in the 
States, If he had such power, the government ' 
might be republi^n in form, but it would be a 
monarchy in feet; and he had nndertakeil to 
exordse it in the case of Kansas, he would hfve 
been justly subject to the charge of usurpation, 
and of violation of the dearest rights of the peopM 
of the United States. 

Unwise laws, ei^ally with irr^ularitiea at 
elections, are, in periods of great excitement, the 
occasional incidents of even the fireest and best 
political institutions. But all experience demon- 
strates that in a country like ours, where the 
right of self-constitution exists in the completsst 
form, the attempt to remedy unwise lenshition 
by resort to revolution ia totally out of plaee, 
inasmuch aa existing l^;al inatitotiona affbrd 
more prompt and efficacious means for the redress 
of wrong. 

I conndenUy trust that nowfwhen the peaceful 
condition of Kansas affords opportunity for calm 
reflection and wise legislation, either tne Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory, or Congress, 
will see that no act shall remain on its statute- 
hook violative of the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, or subversive of the great obiecU for which 
that was ordained and ealablishea, and will take 
all other necessary steps to assure to ita inhab- 
itants the enjoyment, without obstruction or 
abridgement, of all the constitutional rights, priv- 
ileges, and immunities of citizens of the United 
Sta^s, aa contemplated by the organic law of the 
Territory. 

Full information in relation to recent events in 
this Territory will he fband in the doenments 
communicated herewith from the Departtnenta 
of State and War. 

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury for particular information concern- 
ing the finuiciat oondituni of the Government, 
and the various bnnehes of the public service 
connected with the Treasury Department. 

During the last fiscal year the receipts fri>m 
customs were, for the first time, more than 
fS4,000,000, and from all sources, 173,918,141; 
which, with the balance on hand up to the 1st of 
July, 1855, made the total resources of the year 
amount to #92,850,117. The expenditures, in- 
cluding 13,000,000 in execution of the treaty with 
Mexico, and excluding sums paid on account of 
the public debt, amounted to U0,173,401; and, 
including the latter, to 173,948,799, U»e myment 
on this accoant having amounted to |13^76,390. 

On the 4th of March, 1853, the amount of the 
public debt was #69,139,937. There waa a sub- 
sequent increase of #9,750,000 for the debt of 
Texas, making a total of #71 ,879,937. Of this, 
the sum of #45,525,319, including premium, has 
been disehai^d, reducing tbedebt to #30,963^09; 
all which might 'be paid within a year without 
embarrassing the public service, but, being not 
yet due, and only redeemable at the option of 
Uie holder, cannot be pressed to payment by tiie 
Government. 

Od ozaminii^ the expen^HUf 
Digitized oy 



4 



APPEm>IX TO TH£ CONGRESSIONAL QLOBfi. 



[Decembers, 



34th Cong....3d Se88. 



Menage of the Preiident. 



Senate & Ho. or Reps. 



yeftra, it will be wen that the aTerace, deducting 
paymenU on account of the public debt, and 
110,000,000 paid by treaty to Mexico, has been 
but about forty-eignt million dollars. It is be- 
lieved that, under an economic&l administration 
of the Government, the average expenditure for 
the enetiing five years wiU not exceed that sum, 
unless extraordinary occasion for its increase 
should occur. The acts granting bounty lands 
will soon have been executed, -while the extenaion 
of our frontier settlements will cause a continued 
demand for lands and awraented receipts, proba- 
bly, from that source. These considerations will 
justify a reduction of the revenue from customs, 
so OS not to exceed foriy-eight or fifty million 
dollars. I think the exigency for such reduction 
is imperative* and again urge it apon the consid- 
eration of Congress. 

The amount of reduction, aa well as the manner 
of eating it, are questions of great and general 
interest; it being essential to industrial enterprise 
and the public prosperity, aa well oh the dictate 
of obvious justice, that the burden of taxation be 
made to rest aa equally as possible upon all classes , 
and all sectiona and interests of the country. 

I have heretofore recommended to your con- 
sideration the revision of the revenue laws, pre- 
pared under the direction of the Secretary of the 
treasury fand also legislation upon some special 
questions affecting the busine^ of tliat Depart- 
ment, more especially the enactment of a law to 
punish the abstraction of official books or papers 
m>m the files of the Government, and requiring 
all such books and papers, and all other public 
property, to be turned over by the outgoing officer 
to £da SQceessor; of a law requiring disbursing 
officers to deposit all public money in the vaults 
of the Treasury' or in other legal depositories, 
where the same are conveniently accessible; and 
a law to extend existing penal provisions to all 
persons who may become possessed of public 
money by deposit or otherwise, and who shall 
refuse or neglect, on due demand, to pay the same 
into the Treasury. 1 invite your attention anew 
to each of these objects. 

The Army, during the post year, has been so 
constantly employm against hostile Indians in 
Tarious quarters that tt can scarcely be said, 
vith propriety of language, to have been a peace 
eatablishment. Its duties have been satisfactorily 
performed, and we have reason to expect, ss a 
result of the year's operations, greater security 
to the frontier inhabitants than has been hitherto 
enjoyed. Extensive combinations among the 
hostile Indians of the Territories of Washing- 
ton and Oregon at one time threstened the de- 
Tsstalion of the newly-formed settlements of that 
remote portion of the country. From recent 
information, we are permitted to hope that the 
enei^tic and successful operations conducted 
there will prevent such combination in fViture, 
and secure to those Territories an opportunity 
to make steady progress in the development of 
their agricultural and mineral resources. 

legislation has been recommended by me on 
previous occasions to cure defects in the existing 
organization, and to increase the efficiency of the 
Army; and fiirlher observation has but served to 
confirm me to the views then expressed, and to 
enforce on my mind the conviction that such 
measures are not only proper but necessary. 

I have, in addition, to invite the attention of 
Congress to a change of policy in the distribution 
of troops, and to the necessity of providing a 
more rapid increase of the military armament. 
For details of these and other subjects relating to 
the Army, 1 refer to the report of the Secretary 
■of War. 

The condition of the Navy is not merely satis- 
ihctory ,but exhibits the most gratifying evidences 
of increased vigor. As it is comparatively small, 
it is more important that it should be as complete 
as possiblein all the elements of strength; thatit 
■boutd be efficient in the character of its officers, 
in the sual and discipline of its men, in the reli- 
ability of its ordnance, and in the capacity of its 
ships. In all these various qualities the Navy 
has made great progress within the Inst few 

Fears. The execution of the law of Congress of 
ebruary 38, 1855, ' ' to promote the efficiency of 
the rfavy," has been attended by the most ad- 
vfintageoaq resulU. The law for promoting dis- 



cipline among the men is fbmid coDvenient and 
salutary. The system of granting an honorable 
discharge to faithful seamen on the expiration 
of the period of their enlistment, and permitting 
them to reenlist after a leave of absence of a few 
months, without cessation of pay, is highly ben- 
eficial in its influence. The apprentice system, 
recently adopted, is evidently destined to incor- 
porate into the service a lai^ number of our 
countrymen, hitherto so difficult to procure. 
Several hundred American boys are now qn a 
three-years' cruise in oar national Teasels, and 
will return well-trained seamen In the ordnance 
department there is a decided and gratifying 
indication of progress, creditable to it and to the 
country. The suggeetions of the Secretary of 
the Navy in regard tofurtherimprovementin that 
branch of the service I commend to your favor- 
able action. 

The new'frigates ordered by Congress are now 
afloat, and two of them in active service. They 
are superior models of naval architecture, and 
with their formidable battery add largely to 
public strength and security. 

I concur in the views expressed by the Secre- 
tary of the Department in favor of a still further 
increape of our naval force. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior 
presents facts and views in relation to internal 
affaira over which thp supervision of his Deport- 
ment extends, of Inuch interest and importance. 

The aggregate sales of the public lands, during 
the last nscal year, amount to nine million two 
hundred and twenty-seven thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-eight acres; for which has been 
received the sum of eig^t milUon eight hundfed 
and twenty-one thousand four hundred and four- 
teen dollars. During the same period there have 
been located, with military scrip and land war- 
rants, and for otlicr purposes, thirty million one 
hundred thousand two hundred ana thirty acres, 
thus making a total aggregate of thirty-nine 
million tl^e hundred and twenty-eight thousand 
one hundred and eight acres. On the 30th of 
September last, surveys had been made of sixteen 
million eight hundred and Beventy-three thousand 
six hundred and ninety-nine acres, a large pro* 
portion of which ia ready fbr market. 

The su^stiona in this report in reg[ard to the 
complication and progressive expansion of the 
business of the different bureaus of the Depart- 
ment — to the pension system, to the colonization 
of Indian tribes, and the recommendations in 
relation to various improvements in the District 
of Columbia~are especially commended to your 
consideration. 

The report of the Postmaster General presents 
fully the condition of that Department of Uie 
Government. Its expenditures for the last fiscal 
year were f 10,407 ,668; and its gross receipts 
|7,6S0,801— making an excess of expenditure 
over receipts of jp,787,067. The deficiency of 
this Department is thus |744,000 greater than for 
the year ending June 30, 1853. Of this deficiency, 
|330,000 is to be attributed to the additional com- 
pensation allowed postmasters by the act of Con- 
gress of June dSi, 1854. The mail facilities in 
every part of the country have been very much 
increased in that period, and the large addition 
of railroad service, amounting to seven thousand 
nine hundred and eight miles, has added laxgdj 
to the cost of trana^rtation. 

The inconsiderable augmentation of the in- 
come of the Post Office Department under the 
rcducedratesof postage ,and its increasing expend- 
itures, must, for the present, make it dependent 
to some extent upon the Treasury for support. 
The recommendations of the Pq^tmaster Gen- 
eral, in relation to the abolition of the franking 
privilege, and his views on the establishment of 
mail steamship linos, deserve the consideration 
of Congress. I also call the special attention of 
Congress to the statement of the Postmaster 
Grenerat respeetiqg the sums now paid fbr the 
transportation of moils to the Panama Railroad 
Company, and commend to their early ond favor- 
able consideration the suggestions of that officer 
in relation to new contracts for mail transporta- 
tion upon that route, and also upon the Tehuan- 
tepcc and Nicaragua routes. 

The United States continue in the nryoyment 
of amicabhi zeladona with all foreign Fowera. 



When my last animal message was trans- 
mitted to Congress, two subjectaof controveray 
—one relating to the enlistment m soldiers in this 
country for foreign service, and the other to Cen- 
tral America — threatened to disturb good under- 
standing between the United States and Great 
Britain. Of the progrespand termination of the 
former question you were informed at the time; 
and the other is now in the way of satisfactory 
adjustment. 

The object of the convention between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain of the 19Ui of April, 
1B50, was to secure, for the benefit of all nations, 
the neutrality and the common use of any transit 
way, or intcroceanic communication across the 
Isthmus of Panama, which might be opened 
within the limits of Central America. The pre- 
tension subsequently asserted by Great Britain 
to dominion or control over territories in or near 
two of the routes, those of Nicaragua and Hon- 
duras, were deemed by the United States not 
merely incompatible with the main object of the 
treaty, but opposed even to its express stipula- 
tions. Occasion of eontroversyonthis point has 
been removed by an additional treaty, which our 
Minister at London hu concluded, and which 
will be immediately submitted to the Senate for 
its consideration. ' Should the proposed supple- 
mental arrangement be concurred in by all the 
parties to be affected by it, the objects contem- 

filated by the original convention will have been 
ullr attained. 
The treaty betweeh the United States and Great 
Britain of the Sth of June, 1854, which went into 
effective operation in 1855, put an end to causes 
of irritation between the two countries, by secur- 
ing to the United States the right of fishery on 
the coast of the British North American Prov- 
inces, with advantages equal to those enjoyed by 
British subjects. Asides the signal benefiu of 
this treaty to a large class of our citizens engaged 
in a pursuit connected to no inconsiderable degree 
with our national prosperity and strength, it has 
had a favorable effect upon other interests in the 
provision it made for reciprocal fVeedom of trade 
oetween the United States and the British Prov- 
inces in America. 

The esTports of domestic articles toUiose Prov- 
inces dunng the last year amounted to more than 
twenty-two million dQ||u-s, exceeding those of 
the preceding year by nlVy seven million dollars; 
and the imports therefrom during the same period 
amounted to more than twenty-one million — an 
increase of six million upon those of the previous 
year. 

The improved condition of this branch of 
our commerce is mainly attributable to the above- 
mentioned treaty. 

Provision was made in the firat article of that 
treaty for a commission to designate the mouths 
of rivers to which the common right of fishery, 
on the coast of the United Stales and the British 

Erovinces, was not to extend. This commission 
as been employed a part of two aeosons, but 
without much progress in accomplishing the ob- 
ject for which it was instituted, m consequence 
of a serious difference ai opinion between the 
commissioners, not only as to the precise prnnt 
where the rivers terminate, hut in many instances 
as to what constitutes a river. These difficulties, 
however, may be overcome by resort to the nm- 
piraee provided for by the treaty. 

llie efforts perseveringly prosecuted since the 
commencement of my Mministraiion to relieve 
our trade to the Baltic from the exaction of Sound 
duos by Denmark have not yet been attended 
with success. Other Governments have also 
sought to obtain a like relief to their commerce, 
and Denmark was thus induced to propose an 
arrangement to all the European Powera inter- 
est^ in the subject; and the manner in which her 

[iroposition was received, warranting her to be- 
ieve that a satisfactory arrangement with them 
could soon beeoneladed, she mwle a strong appeal 
to thia Government for temporary suspension of 
definite action on its part, in consideration of the 
embarrassment which mi^ht result to her Euro- 
pean negotiations by an tmmediale adjustment 
of the question with the UAited States. Thia 
request has been acceded to, upon the condition 
that the sums eolioeted after the ]6th of June 
last, and until the ISUTof Jwe iwxu inm vchcIs 
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and cai^oet belongine to oar merehanti, ai« to 

be considered u paia iinder protest, and subject 
to future adjusmient. "Aiere is re^on to beliere 
that an arrangement between Denmark and the 
tnaritinw Powen of Europe on the subject will 
be aoon concluded, and that the pending nego- 
tiation with the United States may then be re- 
sumed and terminated in a satisbctory manner. 

With Spaia nonewdifficultieibavearisentnor 
has much progress been mode iiv ^ a^oatinent 
of pending ones. 

Negotiations entered into for the purpose of 
relieTing' our eommereiol intercourse with the 
Island of Cuba of some of its burdens, and pro- 
Ttding for the more speedy settlement of local 
disputes growing out of that intercourse, have not 
yet been attendM with any result*. 

Soon after the commencement of the late war 
in Europe, this Government submitted to the 
consideration of all maritime nations two princi- 
ples for the security of neutral commerce; one, 
that the neutral flag should cover enemies 'goods, 
except articles contraband of war; and the other, 
that neutral property on board merchant Teeeels 
of belligerents snould be exemptfrom condemna- 
tion, with the exception of contraband articles. 
These were not presented as new rules of inter- 
national law, having been generally claimed by 
neutrals, thoudi not always admitted by beUig- 
•rents. One oT the parties to the war^Russia — 
as well as several neutral Powers, promptly 
acceded to these propositions; and the two other 
principal belligerents — Great Britain and France 
-—4aTin^ consented to observe them for the pres- 
ent occasion, a favorable opportunity seemed to 
be presented for obtaining a general recognition 
of them both in Europe and AmerieA. 

But Great Britain and France, in common with 
most of the States of Europe, while forbearing 
to reject, did not affirmatively act upon the over- 
tures of die United States. 

While die question was in this position, the 
representaiivcs of Russia, Prance, Great Britain, 
Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, and Turkey, assem- 
bled at Paris, took into consideration the subject 
of maritime rights, and put forth a declaration 
containing the two principles which this Govern- 
ment had submitted, nearly two years before, to 
the consideration of mariume Powers, and add- 
ing thereto the folio win^proposilions: " Priva- 
teering is and remains VoliBtied," and " block- 
ades, in order to be binding, must be effective — 
that is to say, maintained by a force sufficient 
really to preTentaeeesato the coast of the enemy," 
and to ttie declaration thus composed of four 
points, two of which had already been proposed 
by the United States, this Government has been 
invited to accede by all the Powers represented at 
Paris, except Great Britain and Turkey. To the 
last of the two additional propositions — that in 
relation to blockades — there -can certainly be no 
objection. It is merely the definition of what 
shall constitutetheeSectualinvestmentof a block- 
aded placet a definition for which this Govern- 
ment nas always contended, claiming indemnity 
for losses where a practical violation of the rule 
thus defined baa been injurious to our com- 
merce. As to the remaining arUcle of the dec- 
laration of the conference of Paris — " that pri- 
vateering is and remains abolished" — I certainly 
cannot ascribe to the Powers represented in die 
conference of Paris any but liberal and philan- 
thropic views in the attempt to change uie un- 
questionable rule of mariume law in regard to 
privateering. Their proposition was doubtless 
intended to imply approval of the principle that 
piivate property upon the ocean, although it 
might belong to tne citizens of a belligerent 
State, should be exempted &om capture ; and had 
Aat proposition been so framed as to give full 
effect to the principle, it would have received my 
ready aasent on behalf of the United Slates. 
But the measure proposed is inadequate to that 
purpose. It is true tnat, if adopted, private prop- 
erty upon the ocean would be wiUidrawn from 
one mode of plunder,butleftezposed, meanwhile, 
to another mode, which could be used with in- 
creased effeetireneas. The aesreBsive capacity 
Of great naval Powen wonlabs thereby aug- 
nealed, while the deftnaive abiltty of others 
«onld be reduced. Thoi^ the iomnder of the 
jMHw ot pcowciuiiig hoMtlitiet by onidoyvig 
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frivateers, as proposed by the conference of 
aris, is mutual in terms, yet, in practical effect, 
it would be the relinquishment of a right of little 
value to one dass of States, but of essential im- 
portance to another and a far larger class. It 
ought not to have been anticipated^ that a meas- 
ure so inadequate to the accomplishment of the 
proposed object, and ao unequal in its operation, 
would receive the assent of all maritime Powers. 
Private property would be still left to the depre- 
dations of the public armed cruisers. 

I have expressed a readiness on the part of this 
Government to accede to all the principles con- 
tained in the declaration of the'conference of 
Paris, provided, that the one relating to the 
abandonment of privateering can be so amended 
as to efi^et the object for which, as is presumed, 
it was intended — the immunity ofiprivate property 
on the ocean from hostile capture. To effect 
this object, it is proposed to add to the declaration 
that '* privateering is and remains abolished" the 
following amendment: *' And that the private 
property of subjects and citizens of a belligerent 
on the nigh seas shall be exempt from seizure by 
the public armed vessels of the other belligereiit, 
except it be contraband." This amendmenthas 
been presented not only to the Powers which 
have asked our aasent to the declaration to abolish 
privateering, but to all other maritime States. 
Thus far it has not been rejected by any, and is 
favorably entertained by all which have made 
any communication in reply. « 

Several of the Governments, regarding with 
fhvor the proposition of the United States, have 
delayed definitive action upon it only for the 
purpose of consulting with others, parties to the 
conference of Paris. I have the satisfaction of 
stating, however, that the Emperor of Russia 
has cntirelyand explicitly approved of that mod- 
ification, and will cooperate in endeavoring to 
obtain the assent of otjicr Powers; and that as- 
surances of a similar purport have been received 
in relation to the disposition of the Hpiperor of 
the French. 

The present aspect of this important subject 
allows us to cheri^ the hope that a principle so 
humane in its character, so just and equal in its 
operation, so essential to the prosperity of com- 
mercial nations, and so consonant to the senti- 
ments of this enlightened period of the world, 
will command the approbation of all maritime 
Powers, and thus be incorporated into the code 
of international law. 

My views on the subject ai; more fully set 
forth in the reply of the Secretary of Slate, a 
copy of which is herewith transmitted, to the 
communications on the subject made to this 
Government, especially to the eommunication of 
France. 

The Government of the United States has at 
all times regarded with friendly interest the other 
States of America, formerly, like this country, 
European colonies, and now independent mem- 
bers of the great family of nations. But the 
unsettled condition of some of them, diatraeted 
by frequent revolutiona, and thus incapable of 
regular and firm internal administration, has 
tended to embarrass occasionally our public in- 
tercourse, by reason of wrong^ wnieh our citizeOs 
suffer at tbeir hands, and which they are slow to 
redress. 

Unfortunately it is against the Republic of 
Mexico, with which it is our special desire to 
maintain a good understanding, that such com- 
plaints are most numerous; and, altliough earn- 
estly urged upon its attention, Uiey have not as 
yet received the conudeiKUon which this Gorem- 
ment had a -right to expect. White reparation 
for past injuries has been withheld others have 
been added. The political condition of that 
country, however, has been such as to demand 
forbearance on the part of the United States. I 
shall continue my efforts to procure forthe wrongs 
of our citizens that redress which is indispens- 
able to the continued friendly association of the 
two Republics. 

The peculiar condition of affairs in Nicaragua 
in the early part of the preaeot year, rendei^ it 
important that thia Government should have 
diplomatic relations with that State. Through 
its territory had'been opened one of the priociul 
thoroogiilksea across the isthmus eonoectiag 
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North and South America, on which atostunotutt 

of property was transported, and to which oar 
citizens resorted in great numbers in pausii^ be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the United 
States. The protection of both required that the 
existing power in that State should be regarded 
as a rei^nsible Government; and its Minister 
was accordingly received. But he remained here 
oolyaahorttime. Soon thereafter the political af- 
fairs of Nicaragua underwent unfavorable change, 
and became involved in much uncertainty and 
confusion. Diplomatic representatives from two 
contending parties have been recently sent to thia 
Government; but, with the imperfect informa- 
tion possessed, it was not possible to decide which 
was the government de/acto; and , awaiting further 
developmenU, I have refused to receive either. 

duesUons of the most serious nature are pend- 
ing between the United States and the Repnblic 
of New Granada. The Government of that Re- 
ubiic undertook, a year since, to impose tonnago 
uties on foreign vessels in her ports, but the 

Eurpose waa refisted by this Government, aa 
cing contrary to existing treaCv stipulation with 
the United States, and to rights conferred by 
charter upon the Panama Railroad Company, and 
was accordingly relinquished at that time, it being 
admitted that our vessels were entitled to be 
exempt from tonnage duty in the free ports of 
Panama and Asm wall. But the purpose has bcea 
recently revive "on Ae part of New Granada, 
by the enactment of a law to subject vessels visit- 
ing her ports to the tonnage duty of forty cents 
per too; and although the law has not been put 
m force, yet the right to enforce it is still asserted, 
and may, at any time, be acted on by the Gtov- 
ernment of that Republic. 

The Congress of New Granada has also en- 
acted a law during the last year which levies a 
tax of more than three dollars on every pound at 
mail matter transported acroaa the laUimus. The 
sum thus required to be paid on the mails of tlia 
United States would be nearly two million dollam 
annually, in addition to the large sum payable 
by contract to the Panama Railroad Company. 
It the only objection to this extwtion were too 
exorbitancy of its amount, it could not be sub- 
mitted to by the United States. 

The impoaition of It, however, would obviously 
contravene our treaty with New Granada, and 
infringe the contract of that Republic with the 
Panama Railroad Company. The law providing 
for this tax was, by ita terms, to take efieet oa 
the first of September laat; but tiie local authori- 
ties on the istnmus have been induced to suspend 
its execution, and to await Airther instructiona 
on the subject from the Government of the Repub- 
lic. I am not yet advised of the determination 
of that Government. If a measure so extraordi- 
nary in its character, and so clearly contrary to 
treaty stipulations, and the contract rights or the 
Panama Railroad Company, composed mOstly 
of American citizens, snould bo persisted in, it 
will be the duty of the United Stales to resist ilo 
execution. 

^ I regret exceedingly that oocoMon exists to in- 
vite your attention to a subject of still graver im- 

Sirt in our relations with the Republic of New 
ranada. On the fifteenth day of April laat, a 
riotous assemblage of the inhabitants of Panama 
committed a violent and outrageous attack on the 
premises of the railroad company, and the pas- 
sengers and other persons in or near the same, 
involving the death of several utizens of the 
United States, the pillage of many others, and 
the destruction of a large amount of property 
belonging to the railroad company. 1 cauaed fuU 
investigation of that event to be made, and the 
result shows satisfactorily that complete respons- 
ibility for what occurred attaches to the Govern- 
ment of New Granada. I have, therefore, de- 
manded of that Government that the perpetrators 
of the wrongs in question should be puoishedt 
that provision should be made for the families 
of citizens of the United States who were killed, 
with f\iU indemnity for the property pillaged or 
destroyed. 

The present condition of the Isthmus of 
Panama, in so far as regards the security of 
perMns and property passing over it, requires 
aeriona emiaiaeration. Recent incidents tend to 
■how that the loeal aathoriiaet cannot ba relied 
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OB to maintain the public peace of Panama, and 
then is juvt ^aad for apprehenaion ttut a 
portion of the inbabtlants are meditattrg fiirUier 
eatragei, withoat adeqaate meanrea for the se- 
enritjr and protecUon of persons or property 
baring been taken either by the State of Panama 
or by the Qenend QoTamment of New Granada. 

Under the guarantees of treaty, citizens of the 
United SMtes have, by the outlay of Mveral 
niUioB doltan, constructed a lailroad across the 
Isthimu, and it has become the main roate be- 
tween our Atlantic and Pacific posaeasiona, over 
which multitudes of our citizens and a vast 
amoont of property are constantly paBsine--to 
■be Mcniity ana protection of all which, and the 
aontinuance of the public adnntagea involved, 
it is imposaiUe for the GoTemment of the United 
SlaUs to be indifferent. 

I have deemed the danger of the recurrence 
of seenes of lawless violence in Ihia quarter so 
imminent as to make it my duty to station a part 
of oar Tiaval force in the harfoon of Panama and 
As^wall, in order to protect the persona and 
property the citizens of the' United Sta,teB in 
those ports, and to insure to them safe passage 
across the Isthmus. And it would, in my ju^- 
ttMDt, be unwise to withdraw the naval force now 
in those porls^ until, by the spontaneous action 
of the Repubhoof New Granada, or otherwise, 
some adequate arrangement sh^have been made 
for the protection and security W a line of inter- 
oeeanie commtmioalion , so important at this time , 
Bot to the United State* only, but to all other 
maritisae Statea^th of Europe and America. 

Mean while, negotiations have been instituted, 
by means of especial commiasion, toobtwofrom 
New Granada full indemnity for injuries sustained 
by oar citizens on the Isthmus, and satisfactory 
•ecuiity for the general interests of the United 
States. 

In addressing to you my Jast annual message, 
the occasion seeme to me an appropriate one to 
egress my eoiwratulations in view of the peace, 
greatoess, and .felicity which the United States 
now possess and enjoy. To point you to the 
state of the variotu departments of the Govern- 
ment, and of all the great branches of the public 
service, civil and military, in order to speak of 
ths intelligence and the integrity which pervade 
the whole, would be to indicate but imperfectly 
Ae adminiatrative condition of the country, and 
IIm beneficial effects of that on the general wel- 
ttn. Nor would it suffice to say that the nation 
is adaally at peace at home and abroad; that its 
indnstrial interests an proqierous; that the can- 
ma of its mariners whUraa eve^ sea, and the 
fiow of its husbandmen is marching steadily 
onward to the bloodless conquest of the conti- 
nent; that cities and populous Stales are spring- 
ing up, as if by enchantment, from the bosom of 
our western wilds, and that the courageous energy 
of (Air people ia making of these United States 
the great Republic of the worid. These results 
have not been attained without passing through 
trials and perils, by experience of which, and thus 
WBly, nations can harden into manhood. Our 
fineOaheza were trained to the wisdom which 
MiKdTed,and the eoorage which achieved, in- 
d^iendenoe, by the circumstances which sur- 
roonded them, and they were thua made capa- 
ble of the creation of the Republic. It devolved 
on the next ^aeration to consolidate the work 
of the Revolution, to deliver the country entirely 
from the ioAuencea of conflicting transatlan- 
tic partialitiea or antipathies, which attached to 
our oolooial and revolutionary history, and to 
organize the practical operation of the constitu- 
tional and legal institutions of the Union. To 
vs, of this iieneration, remains the not leas noble 
ladt of maintaining and extsndtDg the national 
power. Wo have at length readied that stage of 
oar country's career in which the dangers to be 
onoountered, and the exertions to be made, are 
the incidents, not of weakness, but of strenjglh. 
In foreign relations we hare to attemper our 
power to the less happy condition of otner Re- 
publics in America, and tojilace ourselves in the 
calmness and conscious dignity of right by the 
aide of the greatest and weuthiest of uie empires 
of Bum^. In domestic relations we have to 
coord againat the aboek of the diacontents, the 
iwilioaa, «b« iatowts, «imI tlM oxnbenuu, and, 



therefore, sometimes irregular, impulses of opin- 
ion, or of action, which are the natural product 
of the present political elevation, the self-reliance, 
and the restless spirit of enterptiae of the people 
of the United States. 

I shall prepare to surrender the executive tmst 
to my successor, and retire to private life with 
sentimenia of profound gratitude to the good 
Providence which, during the period of my ad- 
ministration, has vouchsafed to ewry the country 
throueh many difficulties, domestic and foreign, 
and which enables me to contemplate the spec- 
tacle of amicable and respectful relations between 
ours and all other Oovemments, and the estab- 
lishment of constitutional order and tianquiUity 
throughout the Union. 

FRANEUN PIERCE. 

'Wi,iHiiraTOK,«DeeeNifter 9, 1856. 



iUvoct of tita Secretary of tbe TreonuT-* 
TrZASDET DEPABTHtin', 

December I, 1856. 
Sia: In obedience to the act entitled " An act 
to establish the Treasury Department," uiproved 
May 10, 1800, the following report is submitted: 

The bataaee la tbs Tnum on tbe IM of Jaty, 1859, 
wm ^$1B,93I,976 01 



The actAal receipts of the first quarter of the 
fiscal year 1856, viz: the quarter ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1855, were, as stated in my former report: 

Fmn etiBtoms «17,D85^ as 

Fram Iands« BiSSSf-na 87 

HlaeellaD«Na.M 333,485 W 



tl9,m,«0 13 



The estimated receipts for the remaining three 
quarters were as follows; 

fte,ooo,ooo 00 

&fi*iSnA 13 

S00>000 00 



Pronaoustogs.. 
From IsiuMR.. 
Misciellawoofc. . 



948,1-(4;3T4 13 



Making the actual receipta for the flrat quaiter, and 
the eRimated leoeipto fl>r the remaining three auai^ 
ten ^,918,731 96 

AddbalaDcelntbeTreaaatr Jttiyl, 18SS... 1^^,976 01 



Giving the enimated lura fbf the Mrviee of 
uiiyeMi ^68,850,710 87 



The actual expenditures of the first quarter of 
said year, viz: the quarter ending September 30, 
1855, were as follows: 

CivU, robc«llsneoa»,and Rwrian latereooiie, #5,117,860 95 

InuOar ],799,643 IB 

nVar. 5,1<B,111 38 

Navy.. 4,88^909 57 

Bedempdon of poUie debt, imaMt and fre- 
mimn ■.••*.«.... 999,909 71 



918,504,118 18 



^le estimated expendituni for the remaining 
three quartern were as follows: 
<^va,itfacelIaMeoa«,BBdfbnigalBtBrcoiinB,918^1;974 65 

IMIcieney in PoM OAce 9yl69,a6e 08 

iDierior, peniloaa, and Indians 3,53^033 89 

War ^ 8,773,503 31 

JtAYj. 10,996^ 73 

jDtenn on public debt ft909J00 00 

Kedemptkm of debt. 1,TS0jm 00 



454,839,430 81 



Making the actual and estimated expenditures 
^71,^6,36 91, and leavimr an estimated balance 
in the Treasury on the aOtk of June, 1856. of 
ftl5,6S3,863 36. 

The actual nceipts into the Treasury for the 
fiscal year ending '^th of June, 1856, were, for 
the 

1st qaan«^-fh>m cuMou M7MSSe» 98 

Ihim lands 9,355,795 87 

BrisceUaneow and Inddeatal.. 333,495 98 



919,774,460 13 



9d quitor— Cratn cuMon «13,4»4,038 57 

fromUndi 3,97^868 09 

nlMeilaneoM aai faddeotal. . ]95;840 33 



«18,80B,74B 89 



3d VMMSi^ftoiBeastnH #18,737,114 01 

tnm lands 1,450,073 M 

nlKdlanaoDi ineldei«tl.. 160,113 90 

•18,847,308 95 



4thiittartei^fh>n eoitoias 436,^6,473 S4 

fnm btadi IJBSfsm 80 

mlieilhmeoMS sad JbcUmMbI.. 968,183 SBt 

"^i'fiOH^ 18 



Hektag «73,»I8,141 48 

BaluK:etBlheTreawuylatJal7,185&..... 18^,878 01 

Total amnibr the aervfce of On Oscal vsar 
endli« aoih June, 1806 •89/110,117 47 

The leeeiptsftaaaenatwas were... .« K4,022,e63 50 

The reeeipia ftoai luda were 6,917,644 93 

BUseeUaaeoasaaAlBCidSBtal 877,633 63 

•13,818,141 48 



The actual expenditures of the year were as 

follows: 

iKquum. •18,604,118 10 

adqasner 18,560,880 34 

3d iiuaner 16^074 38 

tti qoartsr- 98^780,781 99 

•08,948,798 OS 



The expenditures were divided as follows: 
Cii11,fbreignintercourH.aadnil«ecllBBeoaB,f95,9T4,330 99 

Intedor, BoniioD*, and Indians 3^79,896 84 

War 16M8,196 80 

Navy 1^077,047 IS 

Bedemplion ef public debt, latnest and pre- 

minn. , 13,776,390 38 

•73,»48,793 03 

Balaaee In the l^easorv M Jnlv, 1858, as aimeBn In denil, 
patsiatBaeatNo.1. Tt^901^45 



In my last report the estimated receipts into 
the Treasury, for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857, were as folloira: 

Prom cnslOiDS muHQMOO 00 

Fromlawts niOO,000 00 

MiMeliaBsaas 500,000 00 

71JOO]000 80 

To this add the Mtiioaie^^Uaoa la the 

TieaMDr,laI]rl,18S8...1lrr. 15,093,883 38 

•67,133,863 as 



This gave |87,I33,863 36 for the service of Iho 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

The estimated expenditures for said year were 
as follows: 

Balance of rormer apiMOpriatlons to be expended during 
the year •16,696,880 W 

Pemwnenl and indeflnite appropriailoBS to 
be expended duriiw tbe nar 7,630,810 14 

j^prapriatlOBa asked fir 45,114,765 45 

•68,451,365 58 



Making the estimated expenditures 1^,451,965 
58, lesa.tl9,000,000 not expected to be called for 
during the year, and leaving an estimated halanoe 
in the Treasury, on the 1st of July, 1857, of 
A29,673,4d7 78, without any estimate for the re- 
demption of the public debt. 

The actual receipu in the Treasury, for the 
first quarter of said year, viz: the quarter endiiw 
the aoth of Septomber, 1856, have been aa fe^ 
lows: 

Fran cMtOBB •90u677,740 48 

rrMB lends 80a,a8l> » 

Uiscdlaneoa 365,316 57 

n,M5,431 31 

Uaking the acnal reeetpla tor the Ant, and 
the recalptB for ibe remaining (hr«e quar- 
ters, as now estimated : 

Sd quarter 17"«,799 47 

3d quarter ie,M3|539 87 

4U>qaaner 16,009,538 87 

'la alt 73,855,310 57 

And, widi tbe actnsJ balance in the Treaf- 
ury on the 1st of July, 1856, of. 19,901,395 45 

Bf akii« the mm of •99,856^638 QB 

Ibr tbe MTVfee of the Oscal ytqw I8S7. 
Tfceawiwls Kf a n illawa l b^flwtwt^pwsMtef tiwaMBl 
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year 18S7, Tlx ; (be qnuter ending ttie 30lb of BeMember, 

ieM, being ; «18^,113 Si 

die eatliBSted ezpendf tares Ib^tbe mBatntng 
Uiree qiunen of ifae year, ua Mt dwo w 

fol Ion's : 

In the second qnnrler 18,000,000 00 

IntiMtMrdqtHUtcr 17,166,176 10 

In Itaa ftvnta ^Minr 18,866,131 M 

Hakingtbe utnol espenditnm (br the Ant 

Siuarter, and the estiuuited eipenditoiM 
or the renmlnlng ibree quanera $70^1^8 ai 

Whlcb leftVH u eatimnled balSDce In the 

Trouury,on Ibe 3Dlh of June, 1857, of.,^^45^_81 

For the •chiol receipt and expenditorefl of 
tbe firat qiurur a( the year, Tia: tha quartar cod- 
ing the 90th of Baptainber, 1856, aee atMement 

nS. 3. 

The actual expendituraa of the firat quarter 
exhibit the aum of |90S,0% 63 expended in the 
redemption of the public debt, and in pajrmeat 
of intareat and ptemium. A like amount ia in- 
cluded in the eatimatea, for the expenditure of 
eaeh of the remainiDg three quartera. 

The receipts into the Treaaurv, for the fiscal 
year ending; the SOth of June, 1858, aie estimated 
as follows: - 

From CBStou '. ^^,000 00 

Pram iBodi 8,000^ 00 

UiMellukMiu 955,310 57 

#73^,310 67 

To wblcb add'ibe MtbnUed baUnce la 

tbe TreuuD* 30Ui June, 1BS7 SS,345,39!9 61 

HaUng the mm of. ^ «g5^,S33 38 

Ibr tha aanrlee Of the flacal rear use. 

The expenditares are aatimated aa fdlowa: 
Balaneeor AnaeruBOHrlBltaBi, at be ax- 

ponded ihlayearTTr..... 9liJ3XMi 60 

Pennanentandladaflnlia anntpriatioiw... T^W^SUI 14 
Apprapriatkm naked ibr..7T..r 46^*69^16 Oi 

4r»,aM,a9s 78 

ham die anonnt ttwt maf Mt ha expended 
during tbe jmr, esUnated at «EW,«»,000 00 

Would leave an eaumated balance in the 
TreaauiTonthe3l)thorJnne,185B,of.... (43,005,710 OS 



The public debt, on the 4th of March. 1853, 
amounted to the aum of |69,129,937 37, and was 
BubaequentlT increased, to liquidate the debt of 
Texas, by die aum of 92,750,000; which girea 
tbe public debt at |71 ,879,937 37. It hae since 
been reduced, up to the ISib da}^of NoTember, 
1856, the date of the Register'^ last report, to the 
s^m of 130,963,909 64. See statement No. 3. In 
making thiareduction, the sumofU0,916,027 63 
haa been paid for the principal thereof, and 

J 4,609,883 31 for premium on portionaof it re- 
eemed before maturity, saving the sum of 
(14,606,441 39 by paying in advance, and leaving 
the public debt, on tbe 15th day of November, 
1856, |30,963,9(ffl 64, as per statement No. 3, 
parts 1 and 3. 

In addition to the public debt, as above stated, 
there is due under treaties with various Indian 
tribes, payable on time, the aura of |31,066,501 36, 
as per statement No 4 of this report. This debt, 
as It becomes payable, eonatitutes an item of 
annatd expenditure, and is estimated for by the 
Interior Deportment. It is an incident, growing 
out of the extinction of the Indian pou^sory 
title to the public lands, and is a charge on the 
annual sales. Besides this debt, the United 
States have invested money in stocks, for several 
of the tribes, to the amount of |3,511,624 08, 
and hold the principal of the Smiuaonian fund, 
amounting to f515,169, under the act of the 7th 
July, 1838, in stocks for that institution, as per 
statement No. 5. The United States having 
made these iDvestments for the Indians, and of 
the Sntithsonian fttnd, annually provide for the 
payment of the interest, whicn intereat is oris 
not received on the stoics. The arrearages of 
the interest appear, in the tables, to the amount 
of |130,704 74 on tbe stocks held for the In- 
dians, and |437,731 93 on the stocka of the 
Smithsonian fund. Statement No. 6 gives the 
balances of impropriations of trust or ipeeial 
funds on the Books of the Treasury, at the 
close of the fiscal year 1856. Statement No. 7 
gives the stocks belonging to the United States 
m the Dismal Swamp, Cbeaapeake and Delaware, 
Chesiq>aake ud Ohi», and Lonjtvilla itad Port- 
lud canal*. 



The estimated receipts for lb* fiacal year 1856, 
with tbe actual receipts of the firat quarts, and 

the balance in -the Treasury on the Ist of July, 

1855, were 486,850,710 37; and the actual re- 
ceipts with Uie aame addition |93,850,117 47, 
being on excaw over tha eitimatai of 15,999,- 
407 50. 

The customs, actual and estimated, were 
159,085,338 38, and the receipU 164,033,863 50. 

The lands, actual and estimated, were 18,000,- 
000. and the receipts |8,917.644 93. 

Miscellaneous, actual and estimated, wers 
1833,495 98, and the receipts |9T7,633 03. 
The estimated expenditures for the fiscal year 

1856, were 171,S£%,846 91, and the actual ex- 
penditures 172,948,793 03, baiBg |1,731,945 11 
iQ exeess o' the estimates. 

It will be seen, from an examination of slate- 
ment No. 1, that the sum of |I2.^76,390 38 was 
expended during the year in payment of inter- 
est, premium, ana redemption of the public debt, 
making the expenditure upon all other objects 
j^,343,401 64; the estimated expenditure for 
intereat, premium, and redemption of the public 
debt being 110,301,009 71, and the paymenU 
^3,475,39(7 67 more than the estimate, making 
the expenditures upon other objects less than 
estimated. 

In making estimates to be submitted to Con- 
gresa for the anmul ea^nditurea, they preaent 
themselves in three classes. 

In the first class aire tbe balances of unex- 
pended appropriations expected to be called for 
during the year. 

Jn the second class are the expenditures under 
existing standing indefinite appropriationa. This 
includes the redemption and interest of the public 
debt, Uie expenses of collecting tbe public rev- 
enue, and some pensions and oUier items. 

In tbethird are all moneys necessary to comply 
with existing treaties and laws, including the ex- 
penses of Congress, the necessary pubhc print- 
ing, and moneys due tmder treaty stipulations, 
tbe pa)nnent of the civil list, foreign ministers, 
consuls, and commercial agents, the expenses of 
the Army and Navy, Indian intercourse, the 
survey of the public lands, the expenses of^the 
United States courts, maintaining lights iaeslab- 
iiahed light-houses, with a variety of other 
objects provided for by law. 

"The several Executive Departments prepare 
estimates for the branches of the public service 
respecitvely, committed to their charge, with ref- 
erence to expenditures arising under existing 
laws, as in close 3, and which they cannot dis- 
charge out of existing or standing appropriations. 
In oijfdition, the Secretariea estimate for such ap- 
propriatiohs as, in their judgment, are required 
for their respective departments. This class cm- 
braces the estimates printed and sent to Congress 
at the commencement of each session; but each 
Secretary sends, during tbe session, such addi- 
tional estimates as.in his judgment, the exigency 
of the service under iiis chaigc requires. 

There are other appropriations which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has to consider in his 
report on the finances. These are appropriations 
by Coi^ress. in addition to the existing and 
standing appropriations, and in addition to the 
appropriations for compliance with treaties, and 
to pay demands arising under existing laws, and 
the additional appropriations estimated for by the 
respective departments, and include ail appropri- 
ations for public and private claims, objects of 
internal improvement not estimated for, and aU 
miscellaneous appropriations, originating with 
Congress during the session, although no apecifie 
sum IS set down in the eatimatea. 

The receipts from customs fluctuate, with the 
increase or diminution of the imports of duty- 
paying goods, and tbe receipts from public lands 
with increased or diminished sales; whilst the 
expenditures, to a very considerable extent, de- 
pend upon the action of Congress, and the delay 
in applying for, and aettlemeDt of, claims at the 
Treasury. 

The leeislative power is responsible for sU 
wasteful, extravagant, and unnecessary expendi- 
tures authorized by standing appropriations and 
required to comply with exiating laws, as well aa 
for all such as may, from time lo tins, be wilhor- 
iied; baeaiut with that power rests the rieht to 



lop off all aach vaate and extravagance by a 
repeal or modification of the laws, or by a refusal 
to grant any such appropriations. Theexecutive 
power is responsible for a correct construction of 
exisLine laws, and an honest application of the 
funds placed by Congress at its disposal, in the 
execution of the laws, and for the objecU for 
which the appropriations are made. The Exec- 
utive has the right to recommend the repeal or 
modification of laws, for the purpose of lopping 
off all waste, extravagant, or unnecessary ex- 
penditures, and to recommend oil such as public 
interest may call for, within the limits of tbe Con- 
stitution; but the Legislature is not bound by tha 
recommendations, nor to await executive recom- 
mendation as to a jepeal or modification of laws, 
or as to appropriations, and has the right, by new 
enactments, to enforce the proper construction ef 
the laws, and their economiod administration. 
It is not necessary to inquire whether the legis- 
lative power has the right to omit appropriations 
necessary to pay the chaiges accruing under ex- 
isting laws, but it is manifest it would be better 
to repeal or modify the law, so as to make tba 
expenditures conform to present views, rather 
than hazard the injustice and discredit of faihng 
to pay chaises accrued, and accruing, under 
existing laws. Economy is a legislative ss well 
OS an administrative virttie, which it is easy to 
commend and p«>scribe rules fbr, but which it is 
difficult to observe with an overfio\ping Treasury 
and a strong outside pressure. The legislative 
and executive branches should act in harmony, 
and work to the same end. If the legislative 
branch fails, waste, extravogance, ond unneces- 
sary expenditure ore the result. The executive 
branch is without the full preventive power; but, 
if the executive branch fans, the Legislature can 
restrain and correct its abuses. The first step in 
the right direction is so to modify the revenue 
laws that no more money shall be collected from 
the people than is required for an economical 
administration of the Government, in fblfillment 
of all its obligations and duties, external and 
internal. Tbe second is the honest and failhfUl 
application of the moneys to the legitimate pur- 
poses of ilw Government. 

The actual receipts from customs into the Treas- 
ury, for the firstquarter of the fiscal year, 1847, viz: 
the quarter ending the 30th of September, 1856, 
have been 121,925,431 36, being 13,150,971 33 
more than the corresponding quariA- of the pre- 
ceding year. The same causes that operated to 
increase the revenue fromtiistoms during the last 
year, may be expected to infiuence in uie same 
way the receipts of the succeeding three qoartera, 
but probably not to the same extent. The esti- 
mate of receipts from customs bos, therefore, 
been advanced to (66,000,000. The receipts from 
lands for the same firat quarter of the fiacal year 
1857 have been $893,380 39, being |1,443,345 48 
less than the receipts of the ^corresponding quar- 
ter of the preceding year. The large tracts of 
laud withdrawn from market for railroads, under 
acts of the last session, and the lands which 
will be entered under the land warrants issued 
and being issued, are calculated to reduce the 
receipts from lands from Vbat they were in 
the corresponding three quutcrs of lost year; on 
which account the estimate from lands has been 
reduced to |6,000,000. The receipU from mis- 
cellaneous sources have been put at $955,310 57, 
osper estimate. 

The advance in the estimate of receipts from 
customs is made with the knowledge of the 
laive duty-paying imports, already in warehouse, 
and under the expectation that the demand for 
proviaiona abroad, at remunerating prices, will 
not be equal to that of laat year; also, of the 
pressure in the European money market, and tbe 
great demand for our cotton and tobacco, with 
Uie abundance of money in this country, increased 
by the payment of the Texas debt and the Cali- 
fornia war bonds; also the fiulure of the sugar 
crop of Louisiana, acting in favor of increased 
sugar importation, and at an advanced price. 
The ability of the people of the United Stales to 

Siurchose and pay, not only for necessaries, but 
br superfiuities, may be reiied upon, for the con- 
sumption of daty-payiK meruiandise, (o m 
extent aoSeicnt to meet U» estimaied oxpendt- 
tunsi ud allow the continued redemptioD afih* 
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public debt as fast us the holders of the stock 
shall be willing to accept the principal and 
interest, with a reasonable premium. 

Statements Noa. 8 to 37, and from B No. 1 to 
B No. 9, are a continuation _<jf those which 
accompanied my last report on tHe finances, with 
the addition, where necessary, of the corre- 
■pondtDg items beloi^ng to the fiscal year 1856, 
and are again submitted. 

Statement No. 11 gives, for the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1856, the domestic and foreign 
merchandise exported, at jt336,964,9I8, and our 
imports, for the same bme, at $314,639,943, 
making the exports j^2,335,066 in excess of the 
Imporu. The continued increase of our pop- 
ulation, and of imports and exports, with that 
of our agricultural, miOtufactoring, and minin? 
wealth, and our facilUies for internal and external 
commerce, as exhibited by the combined tables 
of this report, enconrue me again to recom- 
mend a modification of ue tariff of 1B46, and a 
reduction of the rcrenue fVom customs.' It is 
assumed, as a fact beyond question, that a tariff 
on imports is a tax, and that the tax is paid by 
the consumer of the imports, and that it u unde- 
niable that no tax should be imposed or con- 
tinued not required for an economical adminis- 
tration of the Qovernment, allowing for the 
fulfillment of all its duties, present and< pros- 
pective; and that the collection of a greater rev- 
enue is a wrong against the ptople, who pay 
the tax,and imparts to the agents who administer 
the Ghivemment a tendency to undue power, 
waste, and extravagance. 

Many believe that the |6,000,000 or |7,000,000 
annually expended out oi the national Treasury 
for carrying the mails and for prioUng books, 
Sx., has been caused by a redundant and over- 
flowing Treasury^ and thtft the same cause has 
operated to increase our expenditures upon other 
objects, and upon some not called for by the 
present or future exieency of the Government, 
nor by the Justice or the claims provided fbr; 
whilst but few, if any, believe there is any neces- 
sity for continuine to increase our expenditures 
widi the continued increase of our revenue. The 
tables of imports and exporti for the last ten 
years exhibit a constant and continued, althtHigb 
not an annual, increase of our imports and our 
exports, and consequently of our revenue firom 
customs. We should consider the same causes 
that have operated to produce this increase for 
the past years will operate to continue it in future 
years, and place still larger sums in the national 
Treasury. The productions of our planting and 
proTtsion States, as well as our mining and mon- 
vfteturing States, continue, and will continue, to 
increase with the increased and increasing foreign 
and domestic demand. Commerce being the ex- 
change of the productions of one country or 
nation fbr the productions of another, whether 
made indirectly, by sale and purdtase for money, 
or directly byborter^ the conclusion is irresistible 
that both ourdomestic and foreign commerce have 
generally been of equivalents, and profitable to 
all parties; and as tney have increased, so they 
will, under the same circumstances, continue to 
increase and justify .a modification of the tariff, 
and a reduction of the revenue fVom customs. In 
the modification, I have heretofore suggested the 
propriety of increasing our fVee list by admitting 
the raw material used in our manufactures to free 
entry, and thereby giving to the capital and labor 
of our people equal competition with the capital 
and labor of those countries which have, for the 
benefit of their manufactures, admitted the raw 
material without duty, and have recommended 
the same articles to be admitted free that are 
admitted free by Great Britain. This would 
reduce the revenue betweeen |7,000,000 and 
08,000,000. I have also suggested that some 
articles of reneral consumption, such as salt, 
should be added to the free list; and the tariff on 
some other imports should be reduced some 
fT,000,000 or #8,000,000. This, upon the imports 
of last year, would reduce the revenue to about 
050,000,000 from customs, wliich, with the re- 
ceipts from the public lands, is deemed all-suffi- 
cient for the necessary requirements of the Gov- 
ernment! the average expenditures of the lost 
five years, excluding the public debt and the 
|10,OW<ODO {Mid under the-treaty with Mexico, 



having but little exceeded #48,000,000. If, in 
future years, there should be increased demands 
on ths Government, the revenue from customs 
may be expected to increase, so ad to meet them 
witiiout the imposition of additional duties; but 
if not, the propriety of taxation will then be for 
the consideration or the constituted authorities. 

Instead of a modification of the tariff and the 
reduction of the revenue from eoatoms, many 
persona suggest that we should repeal all tariffs, 
and establiui the same free trade with foreign 
nations that exists between the States of tbe 
Union, particularly those who deem the revenue 
now raised fVom imports unjustly levied and, 
extravagantiy and wastefully expended. They 
urge, that the onl^ remedy applicable to existing 
evDs is the expenment of free trade with foreign 
nations, and direct taxation on our people. I 
have considered that foreign nations ore not pre- 
pared for the same free trade we etgoy with each 
other, and that we cannot have reciprocal free 
trade without their consent, and that until they 
agree to admit our productions free it would not 
be expedient to admit theirs free, and allow them 
to tax our U>or when we do not tax theirs in 
return. I have considered that free trade, if ex- 
pedient, should be approached gradually, and 
pari pamt with the advance to that end by foreign 
nations, and that the modification and reduction 
of the revenue, as proposed, would be a move- 
ment in the right direction, which might be fol- 
lowed when experience and the condition of our 
commerce with other nations should justify it, 
and have contemplated the time when the pro- 
ductions of each State, in exchange for the 
productions of the others, would constitute an 
abundant mpply for most of our wants, at 
cheaper rates tlum other nations could afford 
them, and moke a resort to other modes of raising 
revenue a question of necessity; but that for 
many years to come our national Treosurr would 
be supplied from a tariff on imports, ana that in 
the modification and reduction now called for 
we should make it as equal and just as possible 
to our own people, and take away the discrim- 
ination nowexisting against us, principally arising 
out of the legishition of other countries, in con- 
travention of the industry of our people. 

Tlie question of the tariff, and the propriety 
and mode of reduction, have been the subject of 
remark in my former reports on the finances. 
Further reflection has served to confirm me in.Uie 
views then taken, and to which the attention of 
Congress is again called, in addition to what is 
here said, and to what may be said, in response 
to the resolutions of the Hoiue of Representatives 
of the 12th of August, 1856, calling for inform- 
ation of facts and su^iestions upon points con- 
nected with the aul^ect. 

At the instance of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the House, on the li^ of August, 1856, 
passed resolutions from A No. 1 to A No. 16, 
inclusive, and A No. 17, on the motion of a mem- 
ber. They accompany this report, and call for 
information and suggestions as specified in the 
resolutions. 

The first resolution calls for a statement of the 
farming, planting, and sugar crops of the^ United 
States for 1840 and 1850, as given by the' census 
of those years, with an estimate of the crops of 
1855, in tabular form. Statements Noa. 39, 40, 
and 41 of this report give the information colled 
for. 

The second resolution calls for a statement of 
the number of acres devoted to the various crops 
in 1840 and 1850, with an estimate of the same 
for 1855, adding thereto suciv columns end figures 
as may be necessary to exhibit the increase and 
decrease in the number of acres cultivated in 
the principal crops in 18S5t and the increased and 
decreased product per acre, with additional col- 
umns showing the percentage of increase and 
decrease in acres, product per acre, and aggregate 
product of each crop, together with siuui sug- 
gestions for the enlaigement of the market, at 
home and abroad, as the Seoetory of ^e Treas- 
ury may deem expedient. Statements Nos. 4& 
and 43 give the information called for in this 
resolution, as furnished by the census of 1850, 
there being no data in that of 1640, and none 
upon which to make an estimate for 1855; and 
no dftta ftom which to fornish the other q>e«ified 1 



details. The suggestions requested, for the en- 
lorgemeit of the markets at home and abroad, 
will be found in a subsequent part of this report. 

The third resolution calls for information on 
the wool-growing interest of the United States. 
StotementNo. 44 gives the woolen manufactures 
in the United States, as shown by the census of 
1840 and that of 1850, with an estimate for 1655, 
upon the same ratio of increase; and statement 
No. 45 exhibits the import and export of wool 
for each year from 1840 to 30th June, 1S56; also 
the annual import and export of woolen manu- 
factures for the some period, with an estimate of 
the vidue of the wool in the manufactured roods 
imported, in order to exhibit the quantity of wool 
required for annuel consumption, and the portion 
produced in the country. Statement No. 46 gives 
a recapitulation of the foregoing tables on wool, 
with the allotment, per capita, of tne various exhib- 
iu therein contained for the years 1840, 1650, and 
1855; and statement No. 47 exbU>its the number 
of pounds of wool produced and its value; the 
number of pounds of^ domestic wool exported and 
its value, and the home consumption ; the number 
of pounds of wool imported and its value; the 
number of pounds of foreign wool reexported and 
its value, and the home consumption, with the 
value thereof; the value of imported woolen man- 
ufactures and of those reexported, and the home 
consumption, together with the total number of 
pounds of domesticand imported wool consumed, 
and the total value of domestic end imponed 
woolen manufactures consumed in the United 
States, for the years 1840, 1850, and 1855. 

The fourth resolution calls for a statement and 
estimate of the capital employed in manufkcturing^ 
wool in 1840, 1849, 184^, and 1656, desigDating 
the nomber of mills producing broadcloths at said 
dates, with such suggestions in regard to the 
revenue laws as the Secretary may deem expe- 
dient for the permanent ' establishment of the 
wool-manufacturing interest in the United Slates. 
Statement No. 44 gives the manufactures of wool 
according to the census of 1840 and that of 1850, 
showing the rate of increase between those 
periods, with an estimate at the same ratio for 
1855; but the number of establishments in 1840 
tiiecensus'ofthat year does not give. There ore 
no data is the Deportment ftom which the other 
specified details can be furnished. Suggestions 
upon the subject of this resolution will ne found 
in another part of this report. 

The fifth resolution colls for information on 
the present condition of the cotton monufactur- 
ing interest, and for suggestions how to promote 
the manufhcture of the finer fobrics in the Uni- 
ted States, and enlorse the mallet for cotton at 
home and abroad. Statement No. 48 jpves the 
amount of cotton manufactures, as derived from 
the census of 1840 and that of 1850, with the 
estimote fbr 1655, at the aome ratio of increase; 
ond atotement No. 49 gives the onmtal export of 
United States monufoctured cottons flnm 1840 
to the 30th of June, 1856; and the export of cot- 
ton from the United Stotes during the some 
period; and statements Nos. 50 and 51 give on 
allotment, per emta, of the information con- 
tained in Nos. 48 and 49, for the years 1840, 
1850,,and 1855. TheM tables give the condition 
of the cotton manufacturing interest, and of the 
cotton growing interest, fVom 1840 to 1856. The 
suggestions called for will be found in another 
part of this report. 

The sixth resolution calls fbr infbrmation on 
the iron monufiu-tures of the United Stotes, also 
the manufactures of steel and iron and steel. 
Statements Nos. 53, 53, and 54, exhibit the mon- 
ufoctures of these articles, as taken from tha 
census of 1840 and that of 1850, with an estimate 
for 1855, at the same ratio of increase, and state- 
ment No. 55 the export and import of iron and 
steel, and manufactureii of iron and steel, from 
1840 to 30th of June, 1656. and the export of 
iron and steel, and manufactures of iron and 
steel; also, statements Nos. 56 and 57, lecapita- 
lating the above tableS| with the per capita of the 
exhioits therein contained; ond statements Nos. 
56 and 59 give the prices of iron and steel at the 
principal ports for a series of year*, which, 
combined, give the condition of the iron and ited 
interest in uie United States. 

The oerenth resolutioncalls forinfomation u 
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to arUclea not prodaeed in the United Stat«i, : 
wiUi reference to the eolar^ment of the ttw liat. 
Statement No. 60 gives a bat of articles impor^d 
into* and not grown or produced in aufficietit 
qaaotitiea in, the United Sutea. Moat, if not all, 
other articles imported an also partially pro- 
duced or manuiactured in the United States. The 
resolution also calla for information on the leather, 
and nunnfoctuies of leather,in the United States. 
The eensaa of 1850 does not fluniah any inform- 
ation on tb« manaActares of leather. Statement 
No. 61 ^ives the export and import of leather, 
and the manufactures thereof, from 18M to 0th3 
June, 1B56; and atatement No. 62 gives a re- 
capitulation of the preceding statement, with 
the allotment, ptr cqtUs, of the Tarious exhibits 
tikerein contained, for the years 1840, 1850, and 
1855. Statement No. 63 gives the annual im- 

gortation of hides and skins into the United 
tates from 1840 to 30th June, 1856; and state- 
ment No. 64 gives a recapitula^on of statement 
No. 63, and the varioni exhiUts therein con- 
tained, for 1640, 1850, and 1855. The resolntion 
also calls for information as to the manufacture 
of glass, porcelain, and stone ware in the United 
States; statements Nos. 65, 66, 67, and 68 give the 
annual importations of those articles from 1840 to 
the 30tb June, 1856, and the allotment, per eqnta, 
of the home consunmiion for 1840, 1850, and 

1855. The census of 1850 does not give these 
manufactures. It also calls for information of 
the erowth and manufacture of hemp and flax in 
the United States. Statements Nos. 69, 70, 71, 

73, and 73, give the importations of hemp and 
flax, and tlw mannftetures of hemp and flax» 
from 1840 to 30th of June, 1856, and the allotr 
ment, per canio, of the home consumption for 
1840, 1850, and 1855. The census of 1850 does 
not give tneae nuurabctores. It also calls for 
information as to the- coal, lead, and copper 
interest of the United States. Statements Nos. 

74, 75, 76, 77, 78, and 79, give the importations 
of the same from 1840 to 30th of June, 1856, and 
the allotment, per eqnta, of the home consump- 
Uon for 1840, ]8a0,and 1855. The census of 1850 
does not give these manufacture*. It also calb 
for the growth and mann&cture of silk in the 
United States. Statements Nos. 80 and 81 give 
the infonsation according to the census of 1840 
and that of 1850, imd the importations of silk 
and mannihclnrea of silk from 1840 to 30th June, 

1856, and the allotment, per eapUuy of the home 
consumption of foreign silk, and maniifiustarea of 
silk, for 1840, 1850, and 1855. The cenras of 
1650 does not give these manu&etures. 

The eighth resolution calls for information as 
to the shipping interest of the United States, 
vith a atatement of the tonna|^ employed in the 
foreign, lake, coasting, and river trade, and the 
railway and carriage tonnage. Statements Nos. 
IS ana 13 give the tonnage of the United States 
for each year from 1789 to 30th June, 1656. and 
exhibit the sail and steam registered toniwce en- 
-aged in the'foreign trade, and the enrollM and 
licensed sail aod steam tonnace engaged in the 
coasting, lake, and river trade, and the States 
where the same is registered and enrolled, and to 
which it belongs, for the fiscal year 1856; and 
statement No. S2 gives the number of railroads, 
with the leneth of the road, capital invested, 
earnings, ana profits, with the numoer of persons 
and tons of might carried within the year. 

The ninth resolution colls for information as 
to the aggr^le amount of Federal, State, city, 
eoonty, railrow], eaaal, and other corporate debts, 
held in Europe on the 30th of June, 1656, sped- 
fym^ the same separately, as far as the same can 
be ascertained. Statement No. 63 gi'ras an esti- 
mate thereof from the beat dau within the 
knowledge of the Department. 

The tenth resolution calls for a statement of 
gold and silver coined at the United States Mint 
and branches from 1793 to July 1, 1856. This 
information is given in statement No. 8. of thta 
report. It also calls for a statement of the entire 
coat of coin^, since the establishment of the 
Mint, induding buildings, maohineiT* Ac. This 
information is given in statement No. 84 of this 
report, showing the cost of ground, buildings, 
machinery, and repairs aepantely friDm that of 
coining. It also calla for u estimate of the 
aBotmt.of ud lilTer now nmaiiuDg in tha 



UnitedStates. This information ia given in state- 
ment No. 85 of this report. 

The^eleventh resolution calls for a statement of 
the export and import of gold and silver from 
1793 to Julv 1, 1656, with such suggesUons to 
prevent ana restrain the export thereof as the 
Secretary may deem relevant to the establishment 
of a sound, stable, and healthy hard-money cur- 
rency, and to retire the small denominations of 
bank bills as foat aa gold and ulver can be ob- 
tained and aubsUtuted. Thia infinrmation, from 
l£eO to July ] , 1656, is given in statement No. 
10 of this report. No account of the export and 
import having been kept at the custom-house 
until 1820, the Department haa no meanat^ giving 
it prior to that year. 

The twelfth resolution calls for'su^sUons as 
to the method of stimulating and inweasiog the 
export of aericultunl and other productions of 
the United States, with a view of preventing the 
export of the precious metals, stocks and bonds, 
by requiring and making it the intereat of fo» 
eign nations to take our surplus agricultural and 
other productions, instead or making it theii- in- 
terest to take our gold and silver to purchase 
wheat, cotton, tobacco, &c., from other nations. 
Remarks upon the suggestions called for in the 
eleventh and twelfth resolutions will be found in 
a subsequent part of this report. 

The ttiirteenth resolution calls for a report of 
the frauds and undervaluations in customs under 
the acts passed the 30th of August, 1843, and 
30th of July, 1646, desinialing the number of 
cases, and the amouM offrandsand ui^er-valua'- 
tiona which occurred under the respective acts; 
and the fourteenth resolution calls for a report, as 
near as practicable, of the amount and propor- 
tions of imports made by American-bom citi- 
zens on their own account, and the amount im- 
ported by citizens of foreign birth, aliens and 
citizens of other countries. The regulations of 
the Department did not require accounts and 
returns fVom which the information called for in 
the thirteenth and fourteenth reaolutiona could be 
given. Circularsweresenttosomeof theprincinal 
custom-houses for the required information, bnt 
all did not u>pear on their books, and it was 
found to involve too much labor to give what did ; 
and the disposable force in the custom-houses 
could not have fbmished it in time to be laid 
before Congress at the present session. Certain 
information was then caQed for, to enable the 
Department to make a reliable estimate, which 
will be found in statements Nos. 86 and 87. 

The fifteenth resolution calls for a report of the 
advantages aod disadvantages of specific and ad 
valorem duties, in reference to the interests of the 
country, and the frauds of, and under-vmluations 
incident to, the two clasaea or syatema of duties; 
and the sixteenth colls for a report upon the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of uie home valuation 
system in the collection of customs, as adopted 
and practiced by the Britidi Gownntent, with 
reference to ita incorporation into tlw revenue 
laws of ^e United States. Remarks upon the 
subject-matter of the fifteenth and sixteenth reso- 
lutions will be found in the after part of this 
report. 

The seventeenth resolutioigp passed by the 
House of Representatives at the same time, calls 
for a report, under specific heads, of the amount 
of appropriationa ana expenditures of every kind 
incurred by the Government, annuallr, since the 
30th of Jupe, 1835, in thC' conatmcoon, repair, 
rent, and preservation of custom-houses; the cost, 
expense, and maintenance of revenue enttersaiM 
other vessels ei^aged pennanentfa and tempo- 
rarily in the revenue aarrica* and tna amount of 
all other eirpenditnres incurred Iq, or resulting 
from, the collection of the customs or duties on 
imports since the above data. The information 
called for is given in statement No. 88 of thia 
report, with tha itema aepBTate on the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts. 

The statistical information called for in the first 
and second reaolutionB, taken in connection with 
the information given in the statiatiea of thia 
report, places before Congreaa the whole informa- 
tion within the reach of tne Deportment upon the 
agricultural, planting, and manufacturing inter- 
ests of the United Statea, as they ousted in 1840 
and 1850, and the basis tat an estimate aa to the 



SxHATi b Ho. or Rbps. 



present condition there<^, sufiMently aeconte for 
anv practical purpose. 

The statistics upon the production and import- 
ation of wool, and manmactures of wool, hsTe 
been prepared with care, in order to place the 
jipiesttons connected with the production and 
importation of wool, and manufactures of wool, 
involved in the proposition to admit wool as a 
raw material free of duty, fully and fairiy befora 
Congresa. It will be seen that in 1640, accord- 
ing to the oensna of that year, we mant^ctured 
woolen goods to the value of (30,696.999, and 
that, in addition, we imported manufactures of 
wool to the value of #8,652,785; making our con- 
sumption of the manuMcturea of wool |29,349 ,784 , 
and the consumption of ftl 71 94-100 for each 
person then in the United &ates. The census of 
1840 does net give the number of factories de- 
voted to, nor the capital emploved in, the manu- 
facture of wool. Tne csoaua oi 1850 ahows there 
were one thousaod five hundred and fifty-nine 
factories in the United States, with |S8,118,650 
of ci^ital, devoted to the manufheture of wool, 
with the particular States in which the fitctories 
were situated; also, that the manufactures of 
wool amounted to #43,307,545, and we imported 
manufactures of wool to the value of #16,976,575, 
making our consumption of manufhctures of wool 
#60,184,130, and the consumption of #3 59^ for 
each person in the United States. If we estimate 
the increased value of our woolen manufactures 
since 1850, at the ratio of the increase between 
1640 and 1850, it gives our manufactures of wool 
at #56,406,786 for the ^aar 1855; and wa find the 
value of our importauons of mannfhctures of 
wool, for the year 1855, #23,397384, making our 
consumption #79,704,170, and #3 93 18-100 as 
the 'Consumption of eadi person then in the 
United States. 

These tablea alao show, at the periods of 1640, 
1850, and 1855, the value of the wool produced 
in the United States, and also the value of wool 
imported into the United States at the same pe- 
riods, less the exporta of wool. They also ahow 
the value <^ the wool, in the imported manufac- 
tures of wool, at each of those periods, estimating 
the value of Uie wool at one third of the value ^ 
the imports, and exhibit the value of the wool 
consumed by each person in 1840 at 71 36-100 
centa, and in 1850 at 75 18-100 centa, andin 1855 
at 93 19-100 centa; and that we consumed in 1640 
#3,704,093 more than we produced, aod in 1650 

J 7,317,771, and in 1855 #9,678,690. There are no 
ata from which to exhibit the number of facto- 
ries, nor the amount of capital, employed in the 
manulWture of wool in 1655, nor tha character 
of thejEoods msnufactured; but it is represented 
that all our factories heretofore ennged in the 
manufacture of broadclotitf and the finer woolen 
fabrics, have been forced to abandon that de- 
scription of manufacture, and yield our marketa 
for those articles to the foreign manubcturer. 
Tbese tablea show that, in 1855, we consumed 
#33,397,384 of Uie manufkctures of wool mora 
than we manufactured, and that we consumed 
#9,678,690 of wool more than we produced, esti- 
mating the wool in the manufactured article at one 
thirdof the value. Now,weimport#l,940,697 of 
wool for our manufacturers, who pay a duty 
of thirty per cent, upon it; and we import 
#33,397,364 of the manufactures of wool, on 
which we pay difierent rates of duty, viz: thirty 
per cent, on part, thirty^ve per cent, on part, 
and twenty per cent, on part, whilst with wom 
free of duty in other nianufactaring coantriea, 
the duty operates a discrimination against tha 
U^or and capital of our own pe<^. This ia 
peculiariy the case aa to the coarser fabrics, 
which we admit at a less duty than we imposa 
upon wool. 

The cUmate of the United States is such, that 
manufkctures of wool are used winter and sum- 
mer in some of the States, and in the winter 
months in all; and the finer fabrics are used in 
all. It is aa article for ctothine and other uses, 
that our climate and our habits do not nennit ua 
to diipenaa with, and iriileh our peo[He ean and 
will aaanufltctora for tl»maalTe8,tfourtuifflBW« 
are arranged ao aa not to disniminaU againnt 
them* aJM In faror ^ other manolketuring im^ 
tiona. 

When we Snt impoaadliluion fbreign wool. 

Digitized by VjOOglC 



10 



Jtrrmonc. to the coNGBXssioff al globe. 



34rH CoNff...^ Seb8. 



Heport of the Sea^ry of the Treatury. 



Great Britain and other manaihetariiw nationi 
taxed it also, and as high as we taxed it. We 
diacriminated in the tax upon the manuractures 
of wool, imposing a- higher tax upon the finer 
febrics; whoreupon Great Britain and other man- 
ufacturing nations repealed their tax on wool, and 
secured to thsir manufacturers the advantage of 
obtaining the raw material fVee of duty. This 
advantage over ua they will continue to enjoy as 
Jong as our tax is continued. The reasons why 
they admit wool free are to be found in the fact 
that thej manufacture more than they produce, 
and it is necessary they should be aola to sell 
cheap, in order to enter advantageously the mar- 
kets of the world, and it may be, also, to secure 
the market of the United States, to the suppres- 
sion of manufacturing in this country. We also 
manufacture more wool than we produce, and 
eoQsume more manufoctures of wool than we 
manufacture, and cdntinueoartaxonwool. The 
duty on wool was imposed to promote its pro- 
duction in the Uniteu States, and was expected 
to enljpnce the price. It has failed to secure the 
object for which it was imposed. The produc- 
tion has not kept pace witn our population and 
consumption of woolen manufactures; and al- 
though the prices have been fair, they have not 
been such as to make wool-growing as profitable 
a pursuit as many others in the country. In the 
tnal of ten years under the tariff of 1646, there 
is no greater production of wool, in proportion 
to the population, than there was prior to that 
time. 

U is said we do not produce the inferior priced 
wools, costing twenty cents per pound, or less; 
nor the higher priced wools, eosttni; tfty cents 
or more to the pound, and that it is the lower 
and higher priced wools that we import for our 
manufSbCtures, and that the duty has no effect, 
and docs not enhance the price of the wool that 
we produce. In consequence of which ve are 
undersold in our own nuu'kets in both the finer 
and coarser fabrics, and that the repeal of the 
tariff on low and the higher priced wools would 
not affect the price of the wool we produce, 
and would enable our manufacturers to use 
more of our wool by judicious mixture with 
foreieti wool, and give them a fhirer competi- 
tion lor the home market, and induce the man- 
ufacture of the finer fabrics in this country. 
There would be difficultr in the execution of such 
a tariff, because it would he the interest of the 
importer to put the foreign value of his wool 
above the filly or below the twenty cents, to 
obtain fVee entry. It is believed these causes 
would render the tax uncertain and unpopular, 
and make free trade in wool more desirable and 
more beneficial to the wool-grower as well as 
the manufacturer. In Great Britain, the tax on 
the foreign wool, when it was as much as six- 
pence a pound, did not enhance the price to the 
English wool-grower, although it had been im- 
posed and continued as well to encourage the 
growth of wool at home as for revenue. The 
Bngliah prices current and statistics show that 
the price of wool ranged higher the very first 
year after the duty was repealed than it had for 
years before, and has continued to range higher 
eversince. It is confidently believed such would 
be the case in this country if the duty on 
importation of wool was repealed , thereby giving 
our manufacturers wool on the same terms the ' 
foreign manufacturers obtain theirs, viz; by pur- 
chase in tht open markets of the world , and that 
they would be encouraged to increase and extend 
their business, in order to enjoy the benefit of 
the home market for their goods, the conse- 

Suence of which would be a constant' and greater 
ome demand at hi^ier and better prices. 
The ratio at which oar population is increasiiig 
will render necessary a continued increase in 
the manufactures of wool required for consump- 
tion. The importance of a home supply of this 
nseAil and indispensable article of clothing calls 
for the most careful investigation of the efiects of 
our laws, and a prompt remedy, by their repeal, 
wherever they Shall be found prejudicial to a 
constant and cheap supply from the capital and 
labor of our own people. 

In 1790, but little manuftctonng was dene in 
tba country aa a diB|i»et btuiiuafl. Neariy dl 
that waa dona wM ta jMnTata ftuniliaB, fiir 



domestic use. Now manufhctnring is a separate 

pursuit, and immense capital is employed in its 
various branches. In 1840, the value of our 
manufactures was returned in the census of that 
year at ^483,378,215, and in 1850, they were 
returned in the census of that year at fl,0S5,< 
595,899. The ratio of increase makes our manu- 
factures for 1855 11,391,031,393. In this result 
we recognize the fact that we have become a great 
manufacturing people; and the tables accompa- 
nying this report prove we are likewise a great 
agricultural and commercial pemle. An impulse, 
in accordance with the national sentiment, was 

fiven to manufacturing by the imposiUon of 
uties on imports in our first revenue laws, and 
the impulse was increased, from time to time, by 
the imposition of additional duties. At first we 
manufactured the coarser and more bulky articles 
required by our population: gradually we have 
extended our operations to a great variety of 
articles, and to some requiring mudi skill in the 
execution, and now our manufhcturers, are in 
possession of the home market in a great variety 
of articles. In 1790, oar ptmters raised no cotton 
for exportation; now it is the great crop of our 
planting States, and they furnish it, as a raw 
material, to the manufacturing States, as well as 
to fbreign nations, and now we manu<hcture the 
coarser cotton goods for the consumption of our 
entire population, and export near |7,000,000 
annuaUy to foreign countries. Our manufac- 
ture of cotton in 1640 wsf (46.350,453, in ld50 
(€1,869,164, and the same ratio of increase in 
1855 would give i70,964,7ft. 

The history of the rise and progress of otir 
manufactures, as given in the tables of thia re- 
port, together with that of the growUi of ootton 
and other productions, is su^stive of alt that is 
required to extend our cotton manufactures to 
that of the finer fabrics, and to the enlargement 
of the home and foret^ market for our cotton 
and cottons, and, indeed, for all branches of 
our manufacturing and agricultural productions. 
Allow the incidental protection of a revenue tariff, 
a|^d place our manufactures and productions upon 
the same beneficial footing that foreign manufac- 
turers and producers einjoy, in our own and for- ' 
eign countries, by taking off the duty we now 
impose on the raw material, and give them fhir 
and equal competition for the home and foreign 
markets, and we may safely leave all the rest to 
the skill and enterprise of our people. 

Iron and steel being eitielM of ceneral use in 
all our States and Territories, and necessary in 
the prosecution of all industrial pursuits, the 
annual consumption and the annual home pro- 
duction and import become a matter of solicitude 
with many, and of interest, to all. It appears 
from the census of 1840, that we produced and 
manufactured iron and steel that year to Uie 
amount of 189,909,163, and that we imported 
iron and steel, and the manufactures of iron and 
steel, to the amount of (7,088,739, and exported 
iron and steel, and the manufjutures of iron and 
steel, to the amount of (1,104,455, leaving for 
consumption (35,893,446; and from the census 
of 1850, that we produced and manufheturcd iron 
and steel that year to the amount of (60,485,653, 
and that we imported iron and steel, and the 
manulhctures of iron and steel, to the amount of 
(17,534,459, and exported iron and steel, and the 
manufhetures of iron and steel, to the amount of 
(1,911,390, leaving for the consumption of the 
year (76,008,793. The same ratio of increase, 
in the production and manufacture of iron and 
steel from 1650 to 1655, that is found to exist 
between the yean 1840 and IffiO, gfres the pro- 
duction and manufactures of iron and steel fbr 
1855 at (78,406,538. To this add (33,945,974 
for the amount of the imports of iron and steel, 
and manufactures of iron and steel, for the year 
1855, first deducting the export of those articles, 
and there is iron and steel, and the manufactures 
of iron and steel, to the amount of(^,KW340 
for the consumption of the year. Tie estimate 
of (76,406,538 for the year 1855 is, no doubt, 
some ten or fifteen miOioDs less thin Uie pro- 
duction. 

A comparison of the population of 1640 with 
the production and maira&cture, import, export, 
and eonsnmption of iron and steef. and mann- 
fiKctores of iron andf steel, and the like eompar* 
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ison of the population of 1850 with the production 
and manufactan, import, export, ana consump- 
tion of those articles in 1650, extended by esti- 
mate for the production and manufacture in 1855, 
and by the impcnt and* export and amount left 
for consumption of that year, places the subject 
fiurly before us, in connection with our past and 
ftiture sullies and future wants. The table of 
prices at Boston, N'ew York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore, for the last seventeen years, furnishes 
the fiuctuations in the prices of bar iron, and a 
criterion for the vahie of the oAer descriptions, 
and proves that this indispensable article, like 
all others, obeys the laws of demand and supply, 
in affecting the profits of the producer and man- 
ufacturer, operating favorably or unfavorably 
upon the amount prepared for general use. 

We have in the United States more iron ora 
and mere coal, widi the usual fluxes, in conveni- 
ent connection and of cheaper access, than all 
the other dvilized nations of the world, and have 
the necessary capital, skill, and labor to produce 
all Uie iron and steel, and manufactures of iron 
and steel, required far aur consumption, or Out 
may be required for our eonsumption, for centu- 
ries to come, and also to enable us to supply the 
markets of other countries, in fair competition 
with the iron and steel of other nations. These 
tables show that our production of iron and 
steel, and manufactures of iron and steel, was 

greater, in proportion to popuIatTon, in 1850, 
lan it was in 1840, and that it was greater in 
1855 than it was in 1650; giving us the right to 
assume that, influenced by the same causes, it 
will be greater in 1860 tnan it now is, and ia 
time wiD he sufficient for our own consaimi- 
tion, and then give us a surplus for export. But 
taking into consideration our present population, 
andaccumulated capital, with the amount of cap- 
ital annually drawn from other countries in the 
course of emigration, and the great cost of car- 
riage to the interior of our country, with the lata 
improvements in the modes of production and 
manufacture of iron and steel, it would not be 
rash toexpeetaAiU supply forour own consump- 
tion between dtis and the returat tif the census 
of 1870. 

The tax upon iron aad steel, and (be manufke- 
tures thereof, because of their general use in all 
sections and in all industrial pursuits, has been 
considered as equitable and fair a tax as it was 
possible to impose upon the country; conse- 
quently, no material change has been contem- 
plated or recommended; but if continued at pres- 
ent rates, it is not supposed the same amount of 
revenue will continue to be derived from it, even 
should the use of iron, as no doubt it will, be 
extended to many other purposes, and be con- 
sumed in much greater quantities. In commer- 
cial intercourse with other nations, based upon 
eqtrivalent exchanges, as it must always be, if 
profitable and continuous, we may well look 
forward to the time when we shall produce 
within our own limits all articles that are essen- 
tial to national defense, and the use and comfort 
of our own people; and of these there is none 
more necessary to the defense of the country and 
the use and comfort of the people, and of which 
we have better means of producing in the country, 
than iron and steel, and the manufactures of iron 
and steel. Yet the production should not be 
stimulated by unequal and unjust taxation, nor 
the period of an abundant supply fVom our mines 
and factories retarded by impolitic legislation. 
The home production of iron, and manufactures 
of iron ana steel, is on the increase. The tables 
prove tiie production and manfaeture of these 
articles have increased with otirincreased popula- 
tion, and that weimport less, in proportion to our 
population and consumption, than formerly. 

Statement No. fiOgives tiie articles not grown 
or produced in the United States, as called for in 
the rescdutions. They are not all raw material 
used for manufacturing purposes. The making 
such of them free as are so used would not accom- 
plish the object aimed at in the proposed reduc- 
tion of the revenue by that mode. There are 
several articles partially produced in this country, 
butttotin sufficientQoanUtytosnpplythedemand, 
which might be admitted to flrne entry without 
inejndice to any home interest, and uaong them 
■ra wool, dk, bideauAet StatemeilB Nos. 61, 
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63, 63, and 64 give all the informaUon upon th« 
mbject of hides, sktRS, and leather, and tne man- 
uftictures of leather, within the control of the 
Department. The demand and supply of bides, 
skins, and leather, and Manufactures of leather, 
are matters of great and ^wing interest to the 
country. StatementB No. 65, 66. 67, and €8 gire 
the annual importation of ^ass, porcelain, and 
tftone-ware for the last serentecn years. The 
census returns of 1850 gire no account as to the 

fiioduction and manufHcture of those articles in 
he United States, in coDseqnencB of vbioh the 
Department is not able to furnish the additional 
information called for in relation to them. It is 
knova, howerer, that these articka are manu- 
factured in the conntry — glass and stone-vare to 
a very considerable amount — and the manufacture 
is being rapidly extended, so as more and more 
to meet tbs hiMiM eonsumpUon. The manuiac- 
ture of porcdain, althougn introduced, has not 
increased much, and msT be. expected to be 
among the last that will fully sapply the home 
demand. Statements Nob. 69 and 70, in giving 
the growth and manufacture of hemp and wtx in 
the United States, and the importations of hemp 
and flax,and the manofacturea of hemp and flax, 
show the home demand and home supply, and 
the foreign supply, and proTe that the home 
supply is not adetjuate to tne wants of the coun- 
try. Statements Nos. 71, 73, and 73 give the 
importation of these articles for 1840 and 1850, 
with an estimate for 1855. 

The census of 1850 does not give the home 
production of coal, lead, and copper, and the 
Department is without the means of giving the 
residue of the informaUon called for, yet it is 
known that the country eonUuns ooal, lead, and 
copper, more than adequate to sopply all the 
VBJits of the eouatry,ana that the home suprdy is 
on the increase. Statements Nob. 80 and 81 give 
the growth and manufhcture of silk in the United 
Stales. The Department has not the means of 

S'mng the number of establishments engaged in 
le manufltcture of silk, nor the character of the 
articles manufhctured; yet it is known there are 
Qumeroua eslablishments engaged in the manu- 
fiLCtore of silk on moderate scale, and that sewing- 
nlk, ribbons, and Tarions aitieles an manulac- 
tured. The statement also exhibits the importa- 
tions of silk and the mannfkctnres of silk for the 
last seventeen years. Theextended and increased 
consumption of the manufactures of silk induces 
lai^ and increasing importations;, whilst the 
growth of silk, when compared with population, 
IB on the decline, and the home manufacture on 
the increase, llie tax on foreign manufactures 
of silk, from the general and extended use thereof, 
is centered expedient, and as just and equal as 
can be imposed on any importations, and pecn- 
liarly proper* taken in eonneeUon with our com- 
merce with the countties ftom iriiich we obtain 
our principal supplies. The admission of raw 
•ilk free of^ duty would injure no home interest, 
and might in time so increase our manufacture 
of the artide as to reduce foreign importations. 
The manuAicture of glass, porcelain, stone-ware, 
the mining of coal, and productions of lead and 
copper, and the manufacture of silk, may be 
expected to be increased and extended so as to 
take possession of the home market in less time 
than It baa Uksa the production and manuftctures 
of cotton to gain their prewmt prosperous poMBO- 
sion of the 'home market. 

It win be seen by reference to statement No. 
13, exhibiting the iJnited States tonnage engaged 
in the foreign and coasting trad; froml789 to the 
30th of June, 1856, that the tonnage on the 30th 
of June, 1856, is 340^349 1ms than shown by the 
BlatemeDt for the SQui «F June, 1855. This has 
uisen in part from a stricter examination of the 
returns of former years, and a eorrectiota, by 
striking oat Teasels formerly sold without the 
United States, or lost by manne and other casnal- 
tiM. This statement exhibits the sail and steam 
tonnage separately, and shows there has been a 
regular progressive increase with our inenasing 
population and commerce, although retarded at 
times by the aeddents of war, ^e casualties of 
trade, and commercial difficulties. ItalsoexlubitB 
the roistered tonnage, which is alone authorized 
to engage in As fbre^ tnde, ■epwatdr fttun 
tht eambd and fioeand tonuce, iriikh h oalj 



authorized to engage in our coasting trade, with 
partial exceptions on the northern bhes and of 
vessels in the coasting trade audiorized to touch 
at Cuba; and statement No. 13 exhibits tiie States 
and ports in which the sail and steam tormag« is 
registered, or enrolled and licensed, and conse- 
quenUy where it is owned. 

The use of steam tonnage in the commerce 
between the United States, and other American 
nations, and Great Britain, France, and other 
commercial nations, may, and it is thought by 
some will, considerably reduce the sail tonnage 
used in commerce, and that cheaper cai»tal In 
Great Britain will give to that naUon an advant- 
age over the United States in steam tonnage, and 
the carrying trade of our own and other coun- 
tries, and uiey attribute the reduction of our 
tonnage to that cause. This may be so, to some 
extent, but no continued lednction of our com- 
mercial tonnage is apprehended; nor is it appre- 
hended there is any just reason to suppose our 
enterprising sbip-buildeia and merchants will 
surrender the navigation of the seas to Great 
Britain, and place tW nation in possession of 
the carrying business of the worid; yet die sab- 
ject is one of interest, and calls for a carefhl ex* 
amination of oar tonnage laws, and the removal 
of all. impediments to an equal and flur compe- 
tition for our foreign trade and tiie trade of other 
nations. ' 

Wken omr navigation laws were first enacted, 
in 1789, the registered tonnage of the United 
States was secured against the protecting naviga- 
tion laws of other nations by countervailing or 
protecting provisions. Such provisione were, 
-from time to time, extended so as to couDtervail 
the prohibitory enactments of the commercial 
nations with which we had intercourse. These 
commercial restrictions have gradually yieMed to 
the more liberal principlefl of free tnuie, in the 
transportation ofireight and peusengers, until in 
that business we have free trade with almost all 
the nations of the earth, only maned by the 
chai^ of light-money to our vessels, where we 
charge none. This removal of restrictionBinour 
commercial intercourse with other nations in the 
carrying business has not been prejudicial to our 
foreign commercial marine. Theburdonof Ught- 
monej to which our tonnage in the ports of (^eat 
Britain and other eommeroal nations is subject 
should be removed by mutual agreement, or coun- 
tervailing legislation on our part, and the tonnage 
duty now charged on our vessels in the ports of 
France and some other countries, and on their 
vessels in our ports, should, by like mutual agree- 
ment, be taken off, and port cnargeB equalized. 

The coasting trade or the United States has, 
from the beginning, been strictly reserved for 
vessels built within the United States, and owned 
by citizens of the United States, to die exdnaion 
of foreign-built and- foreign-owned vessels. The 
American tonnage engaged in foreign trade and 
in the coasting trade has been American-built, 
and has had the abHOfute protection of our laws, 
and the licensed tonnage absolute protection in 
the carrying trade on our coast, and in our own 
watera. "The protection given to our foreign 
commercial and to our coasting commercial ma- 
rine haa secured a large and efficient body of 
skillful officera and sailors, at all times ready for 
the defense of our cities and coast, for repelling 
aggression on our commerce, ntd for manning 
our ships of war. In the protection given to 
our shipping interest, for the purpose of having^ at 
all times, the power to repel foreign aggression 
and protect our coast and trade, there appears to 
have been but littie division of sentiment from 
the earliest times to the present; whilst the yeariy 
increaee of our tonnaee proves tiie wisdom of our 
laws in this particuur. We have no data to 
ascertain the annual number of persons, or the 
annual tons of freight carried in our coasting 
trade, nor the value thereof. Each person must 
make his own eatimaie of the tonnage employed 
and tiie avenge number of tripe the tsskIs can 
make, combined with the fhets that capital eon- 
Btandy tends to that bnBiness,and the growth of 
our enrolled and licensed tonnwe keeps pace wiUi 
our increasing population ano WMlth. To ex- 
hibit, in connection with the tonnage emplwed in 
our coaetiiv trade, the paesengan and m^fiA 
tnuqwrtad onnttMda,UM DipMtMBthHMid 



prepaied etateeMBt Ko. flB accompanying this 
report, of most of the r^roads in the several 
Suites and Territories, showing the capital in- 
vested, the length of road completed in eacJi of 
them, the annual number of pcMSsngera and tons 
of frewbt carried, and ether interesting statistics 
of sain roads. The amount of coasting tonnage 
and the annual number of tons of fVeigfat trans- 
ported on our rulroads, with an estimate of that 
earned by odwr modes of transfer, exhibit the 
itude of the nwans reqairsd for our internal 



A rsftrcnae te «he taMe ef produetion, taken 
tnm the eensns of 1810, will show that our 
agricultural and manuf^uruic production in that 
year amounted to|I,006.IS3,^; andaieference 
to the like table m proooction, taken from the 
census of 1860, wiM show the agrieulturak and 
mannfactoriiw produetion for ^at year to have 
been |3,019,SaO,SgO, and Uie ratio of increase. A 
like ratio of increase, for the five sueeeeding 
jttH, gives f3,603,363,934 as the value for the 
year 1855. Suppose «1 ,000,000,000 to lu con- 
sumed at the puLoes of production, and there is 
left f 1,608,363,924 of production, as the basis of 
our foreign snd internal trade, and the source 
fh>m which w« derive profitable emplovment for 
our registered and licensed tonnage ana our rail- 
roads. Ti^ fifteen per cent, of this for our for- 
eign trade, which is about equal to our exports, 
and there is left flSSSJOOSiBX for our internal 
trade, eonstitutii^ the eommereial ligament that 
binds us together as one nation and one people. 
There is no tax or tariff upon the transportation 
of the articles of which our internal trade con- 
sists ftom MM plaoe to another, within anj of 
the States and TbmtorisB, nor upon the article* 
tiiemselves; the cost of transportation is the only 
harden on the free interehange, over and above 
the cost of the article, and' the profit of the pro- 
duoer or dealer. 

The eflliect of reciprocal free trade iB shown 
by statement No. 99, of our commerce with 
the British North American Provinces, beforo 
and since the reciprocity treaty, which went 
into effect an 1854. In 1853 the exports of 
American produoe to Aoee Provinces amounted 
to 17,404,087, and our imports from them to 
|7 ,550,718; whilst, in 1856, the exports of Amei^ 
lean jwoduee fo said Pravinees amounted to 
133,714,697, moA oar imports ftom them to 
pl,310,4fil. 

The oombined tables aecomihmying this report 
exhibit our population and elements of greatness 
in 1790, ehoftly after the adoption atlha Consti- 
tution and tiie organization of the Government 
under it, making us, in many respects, one na- 
tion and one people. They also exhibit our 
present nopnlation, with all the accumulated 
weahh or aurty-dx years, and ^1 the elemenu 
Am* iaereasinc wealth and greatness for yearn to 
come. We have existed as States and'a nation, 
under wise and equal laws, justly and impar- 
tially administered, and have been a Constitution 
and taw-abidiiw people, with but occasional State 
and individual exceptions. Why may we not 
hope the history of thepast is to be realized in 
eur ftatare progieae? Under State and Nation^ 
Constitutions We have bad tne trade with each 
other, the prodoots of one State supplying the 
wantB of another, and stimulating the industry, 
enter|mse,aiid imMperit^ofnll. CaMsaminaas 
for feuggestiens for the merease of our intemid 
and foreign trade. Under a conviction that we 
were collecting, under the existing tariff, more 
revenue tiian a present economical administration 
of the Grovemment, uid a wise and prudent out- 
lay for the fhtwre, made neosssary or called for, 
and also under tiie convietioa that an overflowing 
Treasury woidd induce waslefol and extmvannt 
expendituree, a modifieatim) of the tariff of 1646, 
and a reduction of the revenue from customs, 
were su^eated in my first report on the finances, 
and renewed in both my subsequent reports, and 
h now again repeated, with, if poe«ble, a firmer 
oennction of its necessity and propriety, and for 
the sa m e reasons, and others that could be named. 

The euggesled reduction of tht revenue was 
by an enlargement of Ae ftee list, so as to admit 
some artirienof coBpimpUen and the raw mate- 
fiafa mwd bw ow MMixfiuiarsn to f^ enlryj and 
Itswnii^ uw iwttf 
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tboaght that the dutiu from oottonu could well 
be reduced to Bome fort7-«>ght or fifty milliooB 
of doUan, aoA leavo an ample sum for all the 
wants aod requirements of tne GoTernment, in- 
dudine the redemption of the public debt, as it 
should become dv«. It seemed to ma that good 
policy required the raw material used ia our 
manufactures to be exempt from duty, and our 
manufacturers placed on an equality with those 
of Great Britain and other manufacturing nationa, 
who admit the raw material to free entry. A 
tax upon the raw material is calculated to increase 
the coat of the production, by the profits of the 
importer on the tax on the raw material, and 
the profits of the manufacturer on his outlay fot; 
that tax, and the importer's profit thereon, and 
of the merchant through whom it passes to the 
consumer, iateriering with Uw manuflteturers' 
enjoyment of both the home and the foreieD 
marxet on the same advanta^ous terms of the 
manufacturer of other nations, who obtains the 
raw material free of duty. A single example 
illustrates the case: Great Britaia admits wool, a 
raw material, free of duty, and the United States 
impose upon it a duty of thirty per cent. This 
enables the English manufacturer to interfere 
with the American manufinctnrer in the American 
markets, and to exclude him from the foreign 
market. It does more: it surrenders the markets 
of the eoontries pvodudng the raw material to 
the nations who take it fre« of duty. Our man- 
ufacturing and commercial States enjoy the mar- 
kets of our planting and provision States, because 
there exists no impeding duty giving preference 
to foreign nations; but our manufacturing, com- 
mercial, and prorision States do not enjoy the 
markets of Mexico, Central and South America, 
and the West Indies, nor of other nations inhab- 
iting the shores of the Pacific, because these 
nations do not manufacture, aod have but little 
else for commercial exchange than the raw ma- 
terial which we tax, and omer nations take, free 
of duty, in exchange for mairafactures and other 
productions; and aluiough we are more fiivorably 
situated for commercial intercourse with them, ve 
yield the trade to the European nations. Had the 
Buggestion for the admission of the raw material— 
the productions of those countries— free of duty, 
received a favorable consideration at the first 
eession of the Thirty-Third Congress, we would 
have been importing the nw material, the pro- 
ductions of those countries, in our ships, and 
thoee countries would have been taking from us in 
exchange the productions of all seeuona of the 
Union. With prejudice! and antipathies lessen- 
ing, we would soon have become bound to them, 
aiw they to us, in the strong and enduring liga- 
ments of mutual and beneficial commerce. Ad- 
ditional employment would have been secured 
to our tonnage, and additional markets for our 
moRufaclures of cotton and other products. 
Mexico, Central America, South America, the 
Weet Indies, and other nations on the shores of 
the Pacific, would have been learning to confide in 
us» and we would have had an increased interest 
in tba stability and prosperitT of their Govern- 
ments. The enlai^gement of tne fVee list, and the 
admission of the raw material, are suggested as 
the beet andsurest mode of giving increased bene- 
ficial employment to our tonnage, and increased 
beneficial markets for our mammctoreaand other 
products, and of cultivating amity and friendship 
with our southern neighbors, and. also the best' 
mode of promoting our own prospenty next afler 
the mutual free trade we enjoy with each other. 
Mutual beneficial commerce ia alt that is required 
to establish , with these nationa, lasting relations 
of peace and ftiendahipi and remove flrom their 
minda oil opprehenaionmim ourexpanaion. We 
should 8eeKcommerce,andnotdominion. When 
they shall know and feel that commerce alone ia 
our object, and that it is as beneficial to ttiem as 
to us, we shall win their confidence, and our 
friendship will be luting. 

It will be seen that the total rold and silver 
coinage of the United States Mint, from 1793, 
when the Mint was established, to 30th Sep- 
tember. 1856, has been f£49,341,914 14, and that 
the entire import from 1830, when the account 
was firat kept, has been |393,505,743, and the 
export |436)587,3M— there being no account of 
the importt and axporU piior tolSSO. . 
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It is not deemed possible for an agricultural, 
manufacturing, and commercial nation to pre- 
vent the export of gold and silver, because, in 
commercial transactions, gold and silver, beaides 
being a measure of value, constitute articles of 
commerce, and must obey the laws of demand 
and supply. The export may be restrained by 
having gold and silver currency of a fixed value, 
and allowing the circulation of no bank notes, or 
no bank notes not confertibleinto gold and ulver 
on demand, and a foreign commerce that calls for 
larger exports of other articles than the wonts 
of our citizens make it necessary to import; but 
whilst gold and silver continue products of our 
mines, and remain articles of commerce, internal 
and external, requiriof eqirivalent exchanges, the 
export and import of gold and silver will con- 
tinue, and should be no cause of alarm. The 
desideratum of a sufiident uniform currency of 
a fixed value in all the States and Territories is 
all that is required, ao far as currency is con- 
cerned , to secure a sound and healthy foreign and 
internal trade. A currency partly composed of 
bonk notes has a liability, and to some extent a 
tendency, to excess, against which convertibility 
into gold and silver on demand is no security; 
nor is the confining discounts to notes and bills 
representing real tmnsactiona a security, and 
never will m whilst there is suchathing aC over- 
trading and ovet-prodoetion; and for the aame 
reasona, a pure metallic currency would not con- 
stitute a perfect security against a diminished or 
redundant supply. Coin vanishes under the in- 
fluence of wars or apprehended ware; interna] 
revolution* and strifes; political alarms end ap- 
prehended political changesj a deficiency in the 
grain crops, requiring large importations from 
other countries; the explosion of mercantile spec- 
ulations, and a continued unfavorable course of 
foreign trade. 

The establishment of a pure metallic currency 
would require the withdrawal of the corporate 
authority given by State charters to 1,398 oanka, 
to issue and circulate bank notes as money, ana 
the consequent withdrawal of $195,000,000 now 
circulated by them. . Congress has no power to 
mat upon the charters granted by the States, and 
the States may be without power, during the con- 
tinuance of the charters, and certainly would not 
agree to make a surrender of the power to Con- 
gress; therefore, a pure metallic currency maybe 
set down as impracticable under our Constitution 
and our laws, to say nothingof the sentiment of 
ourpeople.. StatementNo.39giTes,asexpeeted, 
an increase in the number of chartered banks in 
the United States, and an increase in the capital 
employed in them. They constitute commercial 
agencies, with |344,000,000 of capital. They 
maintain a circulation of neatly i300,000,0W 
of bank notes, and afford such voIuaDle facilities 
to all branches of our industry as to make it 
undesirable now to dispense with them. Their 
circulation may be so regulated as to give it 
practical uniformity and stability, by withdraw- 
mg their smaller denominations of notes, and 
aUowingthe eold and silver coinage to take their 

Slace. The bank reports do not give the several 
enominations of notes, and amount of each in 
circulation, but leave it to an estimate of those 
of five dollars and under, which may be setdowo 
at one fourth of the whole, or |50,(i00,000. 

In 1844, before the gold mines of California 
were discoverea, the amount of gold and silver in 
the country was estimated at (100,000,000. The 
imports, and the receipts of buHion at the Mint 
from our mines, after deducting the exports, up to 
the 30th September, 185&, have added at least 
$150,000,000 to the amount of gold and silver in 
the country, without taking into consideration 
the amount brought in by emigrants and return- 
ing travelera, nor the amount carried out by trav- 
elers and merchants not entered at the custom- 
house, nor the amount used in our monofiicttuwa 
or eniployed in thearts. The Saperintenient of 
the Mint estimates the goU and sdver remainine 
in the country at 430O,W0,000, on the data stated 
in his communication accompanying this report; 
and the Department at $350,000,000, upon the 
data and for the reasons stated in my lost report. 
But whether it be the one or the other, there has 
been added tothegoldandsilverfromilOO,000,000 
to |U10,000^ ainee the working of^ the mineBia 
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California. This affords aatiafiustoir proof that 
the 156,000,000 of smdl-note circulation could 
be supplied from our own mines in the course of 
three or four years, without deranging our cur- 
rency or oppressing a»y branch of productive 
industry. The onlvdifferencewould be the supply 
of a home demand instead of a foreign demand, 
and the consumption of a leas amount of foreign 
merchandise. This a healthy operation of trade 
would soon accomplish. 

It remains to inquire in what manner provision 
con be mode to have the small-note circulation 
withdrawn,andprohibited. In some of the States 
there ara no chartered banks, and other of the 
States have not authorized the issue of small 
notes; whilst othera, under a conviction of the ill 
effect u[K>n the currency, and upon their pro- 
ductive interest, have prohibited their issue and 
caused their withdrawal. This is the result of a 
correct and corrected public sentiment, and may 
be expected sooner or later to extend itself to the 
other States, and thus accomplish the entire with- 
drawal of small notes, and the substitution of gold 
and silver in their stead, for all tbs small daily 
transactions, including the payment of waees. 
This may not be accomplished for yeara; out 
justice to those compelled to use small notes, and 
to those States that have not used,'or have pro- 
hibited their use, in coimection with the losses a 
fhilure to redeem them on demand always inflicts 
upon labor, or such a use of them as to render 
presentation for payment impracticable, and the 
infliction of a like loss, may well induce an 
amendment to the Constitution, giving Congress 
authority to prohibit and restrain their use, and 
induce such an amendment to be called for by the 
States that have not used, or have ceased to use, 
diem. 'At present, an attempt to prohibit and 
restrain the issue and circulation of small notes 
by a resort to taxation, or by applying bankrupt 
laws to theae corporations, would oe premature. 
In mv former reptnis, uie sutyect has been 
brougnt to the attention of Congress with a view 
to the full consideration of the evil and danger to 
our currency from their continued use, under the 
hope that Congress, or the States authorizing their 
issue, would take action to extend the restriction 
and make it eeneral. 

If the small notes ate withdrawn and prohib- 
ited, it is believed the operations of the Treasury, 
in the collection and disbursement of the national 
nvenue, would be as salutary a restraint upon 
the banks and upon commercial transactions as 
could be interposed, and all enfficient to secure as 
sound, healthy, and unifbrm a currency as it is 
practicable to Iwve. 

An examination of the bank reports shows that 
the profits of banking in the great cities and com- 
mercial centers arise princi^lly from the use of 
the large deposits kept by merchants and capital- 
ists in their vaults; whilst the profits of banks in 
the rural districts arise prinupally Itom Uie sub> 
stitution of their notes tor money, viz: from cir- 
culation. The banks with large deposits, in pros- 
perous times, rely that the loss from withdrawals 
will be supplied by other deposits; and the banks 
of ctrcolation that the new issues on loans and 
discounts will give the means for the redemption 
of returning notes. Itrequires the same character 
of prudence and foreaight to be ^le to pay de- 
pouts, and to be able to pay returning notes. 
The new feature in banking presented in the last 
bank report, showing the extent of capital em- 
ployed m unchartered banks, proves banking a 
popular as well as a profitable purauit, even with- 
out the privilege of substituting bank notes for 
money. The chartered banks are mostly con- 
fined, by their charters, to the legitimate business 
of banking, viz: dealing in money; and, as they 
ore joint-stock companies, they generally obtain 
men of integrity, prudence, and experience, to 
conduct their business, and encounter only the 
hazard of improvident losses and discounts to 
their oustomers; whilst Uie andiaitered banks 
encounter the seme hazard from improvident dis- 
counts, and also the temptation to engage por- 
tions of their capital in outside speculations. 
Banking, whether in chartered or unchartered 
banks, confined to the legitimate business of 
dealing in money, with prudence and skill, en- 
couoten leas hazards than most other mercantile 
porsoils. The one thousand three hundred and 
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ninety-eight chartered buks and braDehei,with 
k CKpital of 1344,000,000, and the prirate banlia, 
with acapitalof |ll8,000,000,coDstitate8oinanT 
establiahntents, dealing in money, as an article 
of trade and commerce. They are managed by 
a lar^ corpa of inteUigeot, experience, and 
pimctical men, who, in the general, control them 
with neat integrity, aktU, and judgment, not 
only for the interest of the stockholdera and the 
proprietora, butfor ifaatof the public. Thiseon- 
clusion ia warranted by the few instancee of 
bankmptcy or embarrunoent presented in the 
year, or a course of years, and by the absence 
of great flactuations in the amount of their circu- 
lation and discouDta, However, ^eat vigilance 
■hould be bMtowed on the opeiations of banka, 
and they should be rigidly- confined to the legiti- 
mate business of dealinc in money. 

The most objectionable feature in contemplat- 
ing these banks arises from the fltct, that nAny 
ofthem iasue and circulate small notes, and have 
not sufficient capital to justify the employment of 
intelligent, skillful, and experienced buikers in 
theirmanagemsnt. Tfas States, by appropriate 
laws, do prohibit individuals from issuing and 
circulating notes as money, and may prohibit the 
iseuing of small notes, or the business of banking 
without adequate capital, restrict their operations 
within preambed limits, and make abstraction or 
dirersion of the flinds, by the banks or their offi- 
cers, a criminal offense. Statements Mos. 32 and 
35 exhibit these chartered and unchartered banks 
in the aggregate, with a combined capital of 
|463,000,(nO, and with a combined circulation for 
the dlhrtered banks of |195,000,000, (die unchar- 
tered banks hanng no circulation,) andwith depos- 
its in Uie chartered banks of |319,D0O,00O, (the un- 
chartered banks showing no depoBits,and no gold 
and silver.) The gold and silverin the chartered 
bank8amountstoabout|G0,000,000. Anestimate 
of one half that amount in the unchartered banks, 
in proportion to eanital, would give #10,000,000 
more, and make 110^000,006 in both. Anestimate 
of one half of the amount of deposits in the un- 
chartered banks,in proporlion to the amount in the 
chartered banks, would give at least |38,000,000 
in those banks, and make #350,000,000 of deposits 
in the chartered and unchartered banks. The. 
chartered banks have an aggregate of #704,534,3^ 
due on the bill and discount line,maturing,onan 
average, in from one to ninety days, and bank 
and other balances due to them to the amount of 
163,699,735, payable on demand. The unchar- 
tered buiks rave an amount in proportion to their 
capital, and the daily demandi of their business. 
The daily receipts from thess sources constitute 
the means of the bankstomeet the daily demands 
for the payment of deposits, redemption of notes, 
and other outstanding claims, atid for the pur- 
chase of bills and discount of notes. The gold 
and rilver upon which all this is based is but 
about $70,000,000. These banks and their oper- 
ations are diffused throughout the States,'and ex* 
cite but little attention in their respective local- 
ities, although exerting conaidenible influence on 
the busineas and trade of the eoantir. In this 
aggregate view of their cental and business, 
the voinme of influence ther may exert upon the 
business and prosperity or the country is fairly 

S resented for consideration. An a^regate of the 
ailv receipts and daily payments at all these 
banks would satiafaetorily prove that this seventy 
millions of dollars is not dead capital, but per- 
forms its full part in our various commercial 
transactions. 

The money statemenu of the Treasury, and ; 
statements of deposits by dtsbursing oflteers, 
exhibit about |30,000,000, at all times, in the 
national Treasury. Tlie daily receipts and daily 
payments covering more than #73,000,000 of 
annual receipts, and more than |72,000,000 of 
annual {saymenta, are daily drawing from banks 
and business men laige amounts of gold and 
silver into the naUonal Treasury, in payment of 
customs duty, and in payment for publie lands, 
and conuolbng the batucs and the traders in their 
operations; whilst the daily pavments at the 
national Treasury supply the gcdd and silver to 
new ehanneli of drculation, without eaasiog un- 
due preosure in monetary affairs. For the weekly 
tmnsacUona of the national Treasury, see state- 
ment No. 37. This 130,000,000 is not dead capi- 
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tal. The fllO.000,000 or #13,000,000 of it aOowed 
to the Mint and branches, for the purchase of 
bullion, iri always active, being exchanged for 
bullion, and replaced by coina^, vet always 
ready for the wants of the national Treasury; 
whilst the balance constitutes the disbibutive 
fkind that gives confidence in the ability of the 
Treasury to meet all demsnds. 

In the United States all real and personal 
property is salable, as well as the annual pro- 
ductions of agriculture, manufoctures, and com- 
merce, and in prosperous Umea can ea^y be 
exchanged for money, and is the basis of enlar^d 
and extended credits, and acts in conjunction 
with the bank credits and money in circulation, 
giving increase to the value of real and personal 
estate, all articles of commerce, and the wages of 
tabor, and thereby creating a demand for more 
money. It is upon this state of things thatwats, 
or apprehended wars, internal revolutions and 
strifes, political alarms and apprehended polit- 
ical changes, deficiencies of crops, the explosion 
of large mercantile speculations and unfavorable 
trade, act, destroying confidence, and with it 
credit, inducing the hoarding of precious metals, 
the withdrawal of deposits, the return of bank 
notes for redemption, the consequent stagnation 
of commerce in all its channels and operations, 
the reduction of prices and wa^s, with inability 
to purchase emd pay, bank eut^nsions and gen- 
eral insolvency. There are no means of entirely 
preventing this destruction of confidence, credit, 
and commerce. The failure of a few banks, 
merchants, and dealers, occurs in periods of the 
greatest prosperity, and occurs annually without 
much effect upon the great interests of society, 
and serves to warn and direct the more emntious 
and prudent. The destruction of all confidence, 
credit, and commerce affects in its remorseless 
march every interest and almostevery individual. 
For this the remedy must be looked for in a 
sound currenoy, weA managed banks, and pro- 
dent merchants and dealers. Under a system of 
wise and juat laws, giving security to property, 
a fair revrard to labor, and affording a temperate 
and timely control of the currency and all mer- 
cantile transactions, we may confidently hope 
su^ a disaster will rarely occur. The inaepend- 
ent Treasury, when over-trading takes place, 
gradually fills its vaults, withdraws the deposits, 
and pressing the banks, the merchants, and the 
dealersj exercises that temperate and timely con- 
trol which serves to secure the fortunes of individ- 
uals, and preserve the^neral prosperity. 

The Independent Treasury, however, may 
exercise a fatal control over the currency, the 
banks and the trade of the country, and will do 
so whenever the revenue ahall greatly exceed the 
expenditures. There has been expended, since 
the 4th of March, 1853, more than #45,5^,000 
in the redemption of the public debt. This debt 
has been presented, from time to time, as the 
money accumulated in the national Treasury, 
and caused stringency in the money market. If 
there had been no pumie debt, and no means of 
disburring this large snm, and again grring it to 
the channels of commerce, the accumulated sum 
would have acted fatally on the banks and on 
trade. The only remedy would have been a 
reduction of the revenue, there being no demand - 
and no reason for increased expenditure. 

After determining to raise revenue by ■ tariff 
or tax upon imports, the question arises as to the 
best mode of fixing the amount. , It may be done 
by levying a specific sum, with or without mini- 
mums, on all artides of weight or measure, or by 
a certain per cent, on Uie forei^ value, or on the 
home value, or by a eombinauon of the specific 
and ad valorem principles. The first mode re- 
quires weighera, gaugere, and measurers, for the 
ascertainment of the quantity, and with that, the 
sum to be paid. Tile second requires not only 
weighers, gaugers, and measurera, to ascertain 
the quantity, but appraisers to ascertain the foi^ 
eign or home value, and with that, the sum to be 
paid. The firat has but one set of officers; whilst 
the second has the same set, and appraisers in 
addition. The weighera, gaugers, and measuren 
may, from acudent, want of knowledge, or de- 
sign, fhil in aseertaining the true quantity, and 
so may the upraisers the dutiable value. In 
the first eaeet there may be errors to the pnjn- 
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dice of the Chmmment; in the seeond ease, like 
errors may, for like causes, exist in the appruae- 
ment; ana with the double set of officers the 
chances of error and fraud an doubled. The 
Bpeufic sum attaches alike to all quanUties, and 
results in unequal and unjuat taxation. The 
article that costs a dollar pays the same tax as 
the article that costs five. A strong sense of the 
injustice resulting fVom levying a fixed sum, 
with or without a minimum, upon all articles, no 
matter what the difference in value, renders it 
. inexpedient and nniast to resort to that mode of 
levying^ duties. Those who ftvor a tariff for 
protection prefer a specific tax, because the tax 
18 generally higher, and always the same, not- 
withstanding the fiuctnations lo the foreign and 
home value. Those who favor a tax for revenue 
desire ad valorem duties, as the most equd and 
equitable mode Uiata just GoTemment can resort 
to. If, to avoid the injustiee and inequality re- 
sulting from specific taxation, it is provided.tha 
value shall also be ascertained, and a specific sum 
attach) pro rsf^|according to the value, it b^mea 
sd valorem. There may be aome two bnndred 
artides of eommerce to which specific dutiea 
might be attached, according to weight or meas- 
ure; but there are many to which specific taxation 
is not applicable. It is undentood that Great 
Britain adopts spedfie taxation upon most im- 

Eorted articles not admitted to f>ee entry , and the 
ome valuation upon the residue. 
There remains the question between the home 
< value and the foreign value. One objection to the 
home value arises trom the difference in freight 
and insurance from foreign ports to the several 
porta of the United States, because freickt and 
insarance would be a component part of me home 
value, and result in making a different home 
value in the different ports, to the benefit of one 
nnd the prejudice of another. For this and other 
rea^s the home Value is ol^tionable. Tht 
question was fhlly considered, and my euggea- 
tions given to the committee of the House ot 
Representatives, in a letter under date of June 7, 
1856, which accompanies this report, and ia now 
referred to. In addition to what is ^ere said, it 
is suggested that the ad valorem prindple haa 
been in force and practice for ten yeara, is well 
understood by the experts in the Treasury and 
in the custom^ouaes, and most of the questions 
which have presented themselves during the ten 
yean of its opeiatlon have had the decision MT 
the Department, and many of them the sanetioD 
of the judiciary. 1 do not think it wonM ba 
expedient now to tnafce a change, and give up 
the knowledge and ezperienoe of the ^ut ten 
yean. 

The existing tariff laws might be so modified 
as to be of more certain and easy execution, and 
to the prevention of that fluctuation in duties of 
which the manuihctarera and the fHends of pro- 
tection complain. The^reater part of the revenue 
now coUected is fVom iron and steel and manu- 
factures of iron and steel, silk and manufactures 
of silk, wool and manufltttures of wool, hemp 
and flax and the manvfiuiturea of hemp and flax, 
and the ntannftetures of cotton, and manufhcturea 
of whidi silk, wool, hemp, flax, and cotton are 
component paits,and brandies, winee,and sugars. 
The import of these artides for the fiscal year 
1856 amounted to #166,089,379. and the dudes 
on them to #47,168,850 05, as per statement No. 
38 of this report. 

The present tariff laws place portions of these 
artides in different schedales, and impose differ- 
ent rates dnty on the artides placed in the 
several seludules, aeoording tovalne and use, 
and to the diief value of the artide composing 
the fabric. This makes it the duty of the exam- 
iners and appraisen to examine, classify, and 
place the article in' its appropriate schedule, and 
requires skill and time to accomplish it correctly. 
A part of this skill and labor could be dispensed 
with by patting all manufhotures of silk, wool, 
hemp, flax, and cotton, or of which any of said 
articles ia a eomponent part, into one schedule, 
and at one rate of duty, and render the duty more 
certain, and the law more practicable in the exe- 
cution. The fluctuation in prices, and conse- 
qnendy the flnetoation trf duties, oould be greaUy 
lesaetaed, if not wholly removed, by authorizing 
and re^iriB( the api»aiMnn» flx the valfe at 
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the time of axportMioa, wt ib» wflnf* foreign 
Tslue for the tut three or feiur years. The mp^ 
preisers must have knowledge of >U wrticlee of 
commerce, the countiie* of thttr nvoduetioa, tni 
their quality and ralue, abo of the ehipping and 
other chai^, and o»i« keep tbeaudvet in- 
formed upon all theee points in past yean as 
well as at the ounrent time. If the law authorized 
them to go bade and take the average of the pre- 
ceding tEiw or four yeua* in ftuog iqMa the 
appnaed TBl»a,theextrena Auetaatioa» in price 
■od duties would be avoided, a^d the temptation 
to invoice below value lessnied. The artjeles 
ennmer^ad have been aelected for illuatiationi 
the reasoning is i^Ueahle lo dattes on other 
articles embraeed in iJm sobednlea, bat th« diO- 
eulty is not so great. The existing laws rs^re 
the importer to produce to the coUeet(» his in- 
voice of importM goods prior to making entry, 
and that invcMce and entry is the importer's dec- 
laration of the foiei^ value at thedateof export- 
ation, and nves the ri|^i to the importer or pur- 
chased good* lo advance the eost on mijting faia 
entry, to as to be equal lo the fcurelgn value at the 
time of exportati<MB, and imposes an additional 
dutTOf twenty per oeat. when the entered valueof 
sucn goods is found to be ten per eent. or more 
below the appraised vakw* b«t gives no such priv- 
ilege of raising the value to goods imported by the 
producer or mauufaeUuer, and does 9ot impose 
the duty of twenty per oent. when such goods 
are appraised ten per cent, or more above the 
invoice value. The Department has considered, 
OS to unpurchased goods, the act of 1843 is in 
force, and that under said act, when found ten 
percent, or more below the appraised value, they 
are liable to fifty per oeat. duty on the duty, under 
the provisions of said aet, but the inferior ceurto 
hold that that act is aka eonfiaed to purchased, 
goods, and no case has arisen in yrhim the De- 
partment has had the queetioa deddod by the 
Supreme Court. The provieiou of ao^ of 
1846 should be made applicable to aU imported 
goods. The attention of Congress was called to 
this au^ect in a letter add resaad to the Speaker 
of the Bouse of Representatives and President 
of the Senate, under date of the Sad day t^July, 
1856, and the proper modifioalioss of the law 
suggested. That letter aceempaniea this report, 
't IS true existing law wtthorixss the seisure and 
forfeiture goods frMiMsntlj eateccd below 
their value; hot whan thednty is levied upon the 
foreign vdue at the data of exportatioB, sueh * 
difference between the invoice valua and the 
appraised value is not always sucb evidence of 
fraud.witbout ether cireumstaneesrM will ^tify 
seizure and condemnation; whilst ten per eent. 
or more, in the case of parcbased gMW, gives 
Uie additional duty, and make* ii the intefsat of 
the importer to look well to hd» invoice sAd entnr. 
The law, by not making it the inlesest of toe 
importer of unporchassd fooda to look with like 
vigilance to his invoice and his antry, i^Msshiift 
in a more fovorablo condiUen than mi inportar 
of purchased goods. U is aUeesd that more thtm 
two thirds of alt imported goods Mre onaooount 
of the foreiso producer or manufaeUrer;. If they 
were placed oa the same footing, there w»«ld be 
fewer attempu to enter goods below their foreign 
value, and no advantaga allowed to tks fove^ 
producer or ms n nfnrtwrorOTsrlhr A^nririinpur 
chaser and importer. 

In answer to the call for the amount of tTnUed 
Statea and Stote stocks, Aw., held i« foreign 
countries, the general summsry from my report 
of Maroh 3, 18M, upon that snbiGet, made is 
compliance with a resolution of the Seaate, under 
date of April 4, 1853, is given, of the amouat of 
such debu, and the part held abroad, corrected, 
as to (he United States stacks, by ioformatioa in 
the Treasury Depastoeot, and as to railroad 
stocks, by the actual retunia of rsUreadC, as giwa 
in statement No. 83 of Uiis re|tort. There was 
not time to resort again to the original souiCes 
fo^ the neoeesary ifuormaiton to make a more 
authentic statemeaC The eonditicMi of the Eu- 
ropean money market dofii^ the rocmt war 
between Great Brilain, Franca, and Russia* and 
since, has not been such as to afford a marhatfor 
additional American atockst whilst msay of them , 
bavebeenretumedtoA«ericaa»daaBhed. There 
son hm kwi no inwawi of Awirinan slaeko 
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held in foreign conntries sinee the report from 
which the summary is taken. It wiu be seen 
that the 'United Stcftes stocks, the State stocks, 
the stocks and bonds of 113 cities and towns, 347 
cooatieai S85 banks, 75 insurance companies, 360 
railroads, 16 caaoJs, and 15 miscellaneous com- 
panies, are all set down at|l ,407,518,894, and the 
amount held by forei^rs at |^3,^,937. 

Scstemeat No. 88 gives the information called 
for in the seventeenw iwolution of the House of 
Representatives, and exhibit the aggregate sum 
expended for cooBtruction, repairs, rent, and 

J reservation of eustom-housee, from 1835 to 30th 
une, 1856, at |9,U6,987 77, and the aggregate 
coat and maintenance ef revenue cutters and other 
vessels for same service, at |7 ,670,045 68, and 
all other expenses imuwred in the collection of 
customs for same time, at $48,399,168 30, the two 
lattersumBmakHigBns^renLteoft55,969,313 98 
expended in the collecUon. This statement gives 
11,033,116,676 55 as the revenue coUected from 
customs for the same time; and taking tlw whtde 
expenditure of |55,969,313 98, the oost of col- 
lection has been teas than five and one half per 
cent. The $4,738,968 17 expended in the col- 
lection on the west coast, part of the o^regate 
expenses of collection, has increased the cost of 
coUection owuig to the high prices there, and the 
laree salaries heretofore allowed. 

The reports M the First, Second, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Auditors, and of the 
Firetand Second Comptrollers, the Commissioner 
of Customs, who acU as comptroller of the rev- 
enue collected from customs and accounts con- 
nected therewith, and th<we of the Treasurer, 
Solicitor, and Register of the Treasury, accom- 
panying this report, lettered from A to L in- 
clusive, give the operations of their remeciive 
offices since my tost report, which are nighly 
creditabla to the incumb«ts. The current bu«- 
ness hoa been, in the general, saUsfoctorily and 
promptly attooded to, mtttha arrearages have not 
been fully brought up, nor the condition of the 
Department all that it should be, oonudering the 
various and complicated interests involved. 

In my last report, it was slated there was still 
outstanding OP the books (tf the Treuury the sum 
of 134,739,133 41 of the 1133,631,154 50 found 
to be outolanding on the 4th of March, 1853. 
Since that report, various eorrecUona in the ao- 
coonts have bean made, and also many collee- 
tioDB, and aecounto closed, to the amount of 
$1,916,345 30, and there has been added in ad- 
justment 11,076,164 30. The balance now out- 
•staading U ^,898,953 41. The Department, 
after a carefol examination and investigation, has 
ascertained thatf6,213,345 69 of the amount now 
outstanding is ult«Iy lost to the Oovemment 
by the deMh of the parties without leaving any 
estate, or by hopeless insolvency. Statement M 
gives a schedule of the names and uaounta under 
seven heads. No. I shows $1^415,631 55 loet in 
the Navy Dspartment; No. S, 13,949,155 71 in 
tin War Dniartmeat; No. 3, #570393 16 in the 
coUaotioD of customs; No. 4, |34|360 84 in for- 
eufa intercourse; No. 5, |^,490 40 oa account 
orladianst No. 6, ^0,687 13 on sales of public 
lands; and No. 7, f870,688 69 on miscellaneouB 
accounts. It is proposed, with the consent of 
Coogresa, to carry these balances to the account 
of profit and loas on the books of the several 
Auditors and Comptrollsrs, and on the books of 
the Register. 

In the inveati^tiMi of balances due to the 
United States on judgments obtained on cuatoms 
bonds, against primupids and sureties, it was 
ascertained maa^ of tiie parlies so indebted had 
taken the benefit of the i^e bankrupt law, and 
claimed to be discharged from the payment of 
these judgments in favor of the United Statee 
under their certafioatesof discharge. Theadmta- 
sion of this claim would add several hundred 
thousamd dollare to the amount lost by inaolvency 
in the collection of the customs. But not consid- 
ering that these debts to the United States were 
eflDwaced in the provisions of the bankrupt law, 
ssveral executions were issued on such judgments 
in the southern district of New York, and placed 
in the manh^'s hands for collection. The |»artieB 
moved the court to quash the executione, because 
of the discharge in banfcruptoy. The circuit 
eoart sustained As motion, and quashed the 
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executions. This did not constitute such a case 
as could be brought to the Supreme Court, in 
consequence of miich an action of debt was 
directed upon one of the judgments, for the pur- 
pose of havii^ the question finally settled by the 
decision of the Supreme Court. 

It was also ascertained that, of the outstanding 
balanccB due the United States, the sum of 
$1,609,073 33 was due from the lato deposit 
banks, or from parsons aninst whom soma of 
said bonks had asugsed debts and demands in 
payment, or to secure said balances. An inves- 
tigation has been carefully made of the condition 
of those banks, and the assigned debM. The ac- 
companying statement N, upon the subject, give* 
all the infonnation the Deputment has been abla 
to collect in relation to them, from which it 
pears that most, if not all of it, is lost by li^os 
of time and insolvency. It is submittedxuthonty 
Bhoald be given, fkom time to time, to carry 
these bdanees to the account of profit and loss, 
and relieve the Tnaaoiy statuasnts fimm thess 
as well ail other insolvencies. The better to 
prosecute the investigation of balances due, an 
alphabetical list has been made and kept in this 
omce, for the purpose of its being able to retain 
the amounts, wh«wver the parties should be en- 
titled to receive other moneys at the Treasury. 
This list has saved much lalior, and gives great 
facilities in ascertaining the persons indebted to 
the United States. The settlement of the bal- 
ances due on this list was placed in the hands of 
two clerks in the immediate office of the Secre- 
tary; and many of these balances have been 
closed by the production of additimal vouchers, 
and by payments. The closing of these bal- 
ances must necessarily be a work of much and 
continuous labor, and result in placing many of 
them in*tiw account of pr^t and tosa, owing to 
the hopeless insolvency of the parties. The re- 
ceipts into the national Treasuiy from March 4. 
1789, to Jtuie 30, 1856, during which time these bal- 
ances have accrued,have been $1,886,136,014 36, 
and the expenditures $1337,721,045 16. 

In the system adopted for the sale of the public 
lands in 1796 and 1600, the price waa fixed, and 
part required in cash and part on time, and 
credits given for part of the purchase-money, 
until 34th April, ISIO, when Congress reduced the 
price to il 35 per acre , and adopted the cash sys- 
tem, andintarpoaed for the relief of tha purchosas 
of the public lands by allowing the eoncentradon 
of the partial payments to one or more tmcts and 
the surrender or the residue. This relieved the 
purcbasere, and freed the Grovemment from the 
embarrassment of an immense and aceomulatins 
debt uainst purcbasere. In the system adopted 
in Had for the 'ooUection of the revenue nram 
customs, importers were allowed credit for tha 
duties upon giving bond and security for the pay- 
ment at a futore day. These bonds accumulated, 
and during eommereial difficulties many of the 
partiea found, and the bonds ware put in suit. 
This class of debt, also, became embarrasaing to 
the Govemmeot and the bonds unreliable as rev- 
enue. The system was changed ip 18^, when 
the cash system wasintroduced, followed in 1646 
by the addition of the warehouse syBtem-, and 
now, in the collection of the revenue from cus- 
toms and lands, there is no loss from credit 
sales or credit duties. The onhrloss to be en- 
countered is the defalcation of coUecton and 
receiven, who give security for the faithful dis- 
chaige of their duties end the due payment of 
all the public money they receive. In the cut- 
toms brandi, the system of montfily accounts 
and monthly settlements, with daily deposit of 
receipts where there are assistant treasurera and 
depositaries, and prompt drafts or orders to 
deposit with an assistant treasurer or depositary, 
when there are none at the place, hoe been in 
force for more than tiiree yeora. And in the 
land branch, like drafts or orden to deposit, 
when the receipts accumulate beyond a certain 
sum, has also been rigidly enforced, and has 
tended to lessen the hazards in the collection and 
receipt of the public nvanae; and with the prac- 
tice of examining by an officer of tha Department 
at a moment's warning, in connection with the 
penaltiea for embezzlement, we have as great 
practical seouritv as can well be attained, if tha 
proper ears is taken tp-^ppwA non^but men of 
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integrity and capadtyto offlc«,And todiamiu til 
who fau in. the prompt, correct, and honest dis- 
charge of their duties. The receipt of the public 
revenue being thus provided for and Mcared, a 
■yatem of Iaw« for its diaburBement in accord* 
ance with the appropriations, and for aecounting 
and settling for the same at the Treafury, was 
also provided. These laws, except where the 
disbursement is confided to certain Army officers, 
require from the disbursing officers bond and 
security for the safe-keeping, faithful application, 
and proper accountingfor the public money con- 
fided to their care. These laws also prohibit, 
under pain of felony for embezzlement, from 
deposiung the public money in banks, or loanin;, 
or the application of it to any private or other 
nse* than the public one for which it ia placed in 
their hands. They also require diaburnng offi- 
cers to par out to the persons entitled nothing 
but the gold and silver confided to them, and pro- 
hibit them, under like penalty, from taking, ac- 
cepting, receiving, or transmitting to the account- 
ing officers for credit any voucher without having 
paid the full amount named in the voudier. It 
u also made embezzlement to fail or refuse to 
account for the public money, and pay over the 
balance. 

Itia deemed essential to the honest and fai^ful 
application of money br disbarsing offioera. and 
the correct accounting for the aame, that all ac- 
counts of disbursements with the proper vouchers 
should be made at fixed and short intervals. The 
periods of accounting and settline with disburs- 
ing officers were fixed for the War and Navy 
Departments, and for some other branches of the 
service, quarter-ysuly, and the same provisioQ 
was made for aceoaotiog by colleetois of the 
customs and receivers of public money, and for 
disbursing officers of the Treasury, but with 
authority to the Secretary of the Treasury to 
require accounts in his Department to be ren- 
dered as much ofkeoer as hs might deem proper. 
Considering, as stated in my last report, that it 
was perfectly practicable to nave all disbursini^ 
officers of the Treasury render and settle their 
accounts monthly, the system Qf monthly ac- 
counts and monthlv settlements was adopted at 
the Treasurv for all the aeoounts to which the 
system coala be applied without a change of the 
existing laws. Tne result to be expected from 
monthly accounts and monthly settlements is 
fairly presented in the report of the Commissioner 
of Customs. The fact of but oiw defhloatioD 
since its adoption speaks more than volumes in 
its favor. The system so far has been success- 
ful, and no doubt is entertained of its entire prao- 
ticabiltty, not only in the Treasury, but in other 
branches of the public service, with much addi- 
tional security for the fkithful application of, and 
BccounttngYor, thh public money. It is true each 
officer will have to make twelve instead of four 
accounts, and there will have to be twelve instead 
of four settlements; but the twelve accounts and 
twelve settlements will involve the taking and 
examination of no greater nomber of ■fowshen 
than fbor accounts and the four aettlementa; 
whilst the monthly accounts and setUemenU will 
timely impart to the officer a knowledge of the 
payments he is authorized to make, and the Atai^ 
actcr of the vonchera he must produce, and the 
necessity of paying no money without a proper 
voucher. The monthly accounts and monthly 
settlements will at once enable the supeiintending 
officers to see and know how the duties are per- 
formed, and to displace incompetent and dishonest 
disbursing officers. It may at first require a few 
more clerks in the accounting offices; but alter 
the system iholl be in ftiU.opeiation, and the ac- 
counting and settling promptly enforced, it will 
take less time and less labor than it did under the 
system of quarterly accounts and quarterly set- 
tlements. Had monthlv accounts and monthly 
settlements been r^ularly enforced, and all foiling 
disbursing officers promptly dismissed, the large 
balances now outstanding on the books of ue 
Treasury could not have accumulated. 

The Independent Treagury act, bv prohibiting 
the deposit of public money in banks, or its 
application by coUeetors, receivam, disbuning 
agents^ and olhem* to any other use than that 
fi>r which it was ooUectad or appn^Mmtsd* mods 
the declaration of a aonnd ana coma prineiple, 



and by authorizing the deposit thereof with th« 
treasurer, assistant treasurer, and designated de- 
positories, placed it in the power of the public 
officers to have it kept safialy in the Government 
vaults, without hazard to them or their sureties, 
and provided means by which supervising officers 
could know whether the funds were kept always 
on deposit, and only checked outin a duecourseof 
disbursement in favor of the persons entitled to it. 
All disbursing officers shoula be.required to make 
deposit of the funds intrusted to them, with the 
treasurer , assistant treaaurert or designated depos- 
itories , and to check only in favor of Uiose entitled, 
and to make monthly returns of the sums dis- 
bursed by them, with a statement of the balance 
on deposit, except in that class of coses where 
the puty is not eoBteniuit to a place of United 
States deposit. These depositories, however, 
should be established in all sections where there 
is or shall be considerable public money col- 
lected orto be disbursed. The regulations of the 
War, and most of the other Departments, require 
monthly statements from disbursing officers, of 
the amount disbursed, although required only to 
render quarterly accounts to the Treasury for 
settlement. These monthly statements of dis- 
bursements could readily be converted into 
monthly accounts, with proper vouchers for set- 
tlement at the Treaaunr, and for the infbnnotion 
of the sopervising officers, and thus a correct 
and prompt system of accounting and settling be 
established in all branches of the puUic service. 
The efficiency of the provisions of the Ind epend- 
ent Treasury act will never fully manifest itself 
until the de^>08itoriee are sufficiently diffused, so 
that collecting, receiving, and disbursing officers 
can deposit in their vaults, and monthly account- 
ing ana settling at the Treasury is required and 
enforced. The cash system, in the disposal of 
the public lands, and in the collection of custom 
duties, has caused absolute certainty in the pay- 
ments to receivers and coUectors. The system 
of daily deposits, where it can be done, and 
drafts and standing orders to deposit, as the 
amount accumulates, where there are no deposi- 
tories at the place of reception, with monthly 
accounts and settlements, makes Uie rettipts into 
the national Treasury almost certain. Why will 
not the deposit ajrrtem, and monthly accounts 
and settlements, give the same certainty in its 
disbursement ? 

The system of selline the public lands en credit, 
and giving credit for the duties on imports, hai 
yietoed to the simple and better system now in 
force, and quarterly accounts and settlements 
with the collectors of customs has yielded to the 
better system of monthly accoorta and settle- 
ments; and in the Treasury monthly accounts 
and settlements by disbursing officers is taking 
the place of quarterly accounts and settlements. 
The increased receipts and expenditures require 
a prompt rendition and settlement of accounts. 
Formerly, when the annual receipts and expend- 
itures were only #12,000,000 or |15,000,000, the 
quarterly aoeounts only incltided some #3^000^000 
or #4/100,000; now, they would include some 

{115,000,000 or #16,000,000 of receipts, and the 
ikeamountof expenditures;andnow the monthly 
aceounu would exceed #5.000,000 of both; and 
if, as formerly, the quarterly accounts were not 
rendered uptil near the close of the next quarter, 
and not settled at the Treasury until near the 
close of the third quarter, the unsettled accounts 
at the Treasury would exceed some #45,000,000 
of receipts, and some #45,000,000 of disburse- 
ments, with lUmost an impossibility of the heads 
of Departmeitts knowing whether receivers, col- 
lectors, and disbursing officers wsre properly 
discha^ing their duties. The public money col- 
lected from the tax-payers for the exigencies of 
the Government, in all well regulated and_ well 
administered Governments, should be safely kept 
and honestly applied to the objects for which 
it was levied, and such a system of taws and 
accounting established as to make it impossible 
for the officers intrusted with its receipts and 
disbursement to apply it to their own use, or 
allow their friends to have the use of it. A 
strict examination into the origin and history 
of the large balance now outstanding at the 
Treasary wonld make it manifest, that ths pub- 
Ua money waa hcraiofora davoted to piiTato vm. 
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and sBowed to remain nnaeeoonted for untiU 
in many cases, the parties became insolvent and 
in order to cover sums wasted and lost by private 
use, set up unfounded claims for credits and 
services. This b^t of apfriyinf the pnblio 
monev to private use had beo<mM so established 
as to be considered allowable, and no disgrace to 
the officer — so much so, that the offices were 
sought for the use of the public money more 
than, for the honor of the office and its salary. 
The Independent Treasury act was intended to 
remove this practice, inculcate sound and honest 
principles as to the use of the public money, 
and brand the delinquent officer with crime. To 
have this effect the act must be rigorously en- 
forced, and have the active Tigilanee of Um supen 
vising offleen, with the aid <h montUy accounts 
and settlements, and the prompt di^miiiMl of all 
who violate the principle. In fact, no one is 
worthy to have or retain public office or eituatioa 
who does not acknowledge that principle of the 
Independent Treasury act, and (^ve it practical 
effect in all his official transacbons. An agent 
or officer of the Government cannot, without a 
sacrifice of principle* use the public m4ney for 
his own purposes, nor allow others to use it, nor 
speculate upon the Government, whose interest 
he is appointed and paid to giuud and protect. 
Heads of Departments are entitled to tlu most 
certain means of ascertaining- the conduct of 
persons employed to receive or disburse public 
money, and it is believed none can be devised 
thit would prove more efficadoQi than monthly 
accounts and settlements. 

In this connection, attention is ctdled to the 
various end complicated duties of the accounting 
officers of the Treasury, who stale and settle the 
annual accounts of receivers and collectors to over 
#73,000,000, and the annual accounts of claimants 
and disbursing agents to more than #72,000,000. 
This subject was referred to m my last annual 
report, with a statsment of the manner and prin- 
ciples of accounting at the Treasury,, represent- 
ing the high qualities required and essentia to 
the proper discharge of the duties confided to 
these Tzeasory officers, and espeeiaUy so as to 
the chiefs of bureaus and heads of divisions. A 
fbrther consideration of the subject, hnd iu great 
importance, confirm me in the statements there 
made, that both wisdom and economy call for the 
soundest and ablest lawyers, of integrity and ad- 
ministrative qualities, that can be secured for 
thoss positions, and that the salaries of those 
officers should be revised and increased. The 
change in the value of money, mode of living, 
price of provisions and other necessaries, since 
Congress passed upon their compensation, with 
the great increase In the receipts and expendi- 
ture, and consequent increase of re^Kinsibility, 
justify a revision and increase of compensation. 
The wlaries now given sxe far less than many of 
the banks, manufacturing and mercantile estab- 
lishments pay their confidential. Competent, and 
skillful officers, whilst the amount involved and 
passed upon is not a tithe of the Government re- 
ceipts and expenditures. The persons competent 
to take these positions are necessarily men in the 
meridian of life, of established character, and 
should possess the high qualities indicated. Ths 
services of such nun ought to command salaries 
sufficient to enable them to maintain a proper 
position for themselves and flunilies,and the edu- 
cation of their children, withoutexhausting their 
private fortunes, or involving themselves in spec- 
ulating and money-making schemes. They are 
in the position of Judges, whose duty it is to 
guard the interestof the Treasury without preju- 
dice to the rieht of individuals, and should have 
competent scUaries, and be able to devote them- 
selves to the special duties of their offices with- 
out distracting interest. They should be always 
in place, and know that the aseotintanta uid 
clerks are cap^e and attentive to tbjrir duties, 
that all oireerages are brought up, the records 
and files in good order, and Uie current business 
promptlyanacorrectlydisposedof. Theyshould 
also feel an active zeal and pride in the proper 
discharge of the duties of their offices, and inspire 
like zeu and pride in all officials under them. 
Such officers ore essential to just and prompt set* 
tlemsnts at the Treasurv, and the proper eondi- 
tion of that bnuieh of wt nablie ■emee. vTha 
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GoTsrament cannot afibrd to sppoint or to retain 
men in tbeae offices vho do not poweea theee 
qoalificatioM, tut who fitil to ^ve their whole 
tune to thedaUee confided to theireham, w who 
■re indifferent to the emidiUoii of their office* and 
the manner in which the datiei .are dieoharged, 
or to the qualification, int^t7» and attention of 
their aauatanta. 

Attention is called to the leraariM of the Thim 
Auditor upon the act of tbelaat Bsanon, proTtdine 
for the payment of the Califomia war bonde, and 
the departure in that icetanee from the hitherto 
almost univerul practice of the GoranmeDt in 
causing all claims of that kind to be paeseJupon 
hj the accounting officer* of the Treasuryi aner 
an inveetigaUon of the facts, or by anttiorized 
eonunieaionera for the inveatigation of the facta. 
If the departure in this instance is made a prece- 
dent for the payment of euch expenditures by the 
Stolea and Territoriee bordering on the Indian 
territory, and by the States in time of war and 
insurrection, the national Treasury would be 
placed at the will of State and Territorial ofiicera, 
over whom the Qove^nment that pays has and 
can have no control. The precedent, if establiahed 
in this class of coses, would soon be extended to 
other dosses of olainu where the cJaimaote de- 
air^ to avoid the examinations by the experts of 
die Treasury. This established, Congress itself 
would E>e the investigators and sccountauta, where 
everything would m tx parte. In this connection 
I would call theatteationof Congress to a species 
of special legislation that has htely had it* saftc- 
tion; that is, the reference of a particular claim to 
a named officer, whose award is made conclusive. 
The case of Glover & Mather, referred by act of 
Congress to the First Comptroller at the second 
session of the Thitly-Thinl Congress, and the 
case of Carmach & Kanuay at the first session of 
the Thirty-Fourth Congress, are coses of this 
description. The claimants in both these cases 
set up large denmnds against the United States. 
The claims are based upon alleged brsacbes of 
eontcaets, whidi fitet beingassamed by Congress 
Ae amount of damages againat the GoveromeDi 
is the only question lefetnd, where if reftrred to 
the accounting officers both qoeations would be 
open. Tiie action of the Auditor is dispensed 
with. The action of the Comptroller is not upon 
appeal, but that of an arbitrator, whose decision 
no one can revise. The objection to this system 
of IcfislatioD is that it takes the particular case 
out of Uie operation of the general law, and gives 
an easier and more favorable mode of naching^the 
national Treasury, and takes from the selected 
officer the responsibility of his official position. 
If the system adopted and cnferoed from the be< 
ginning of the Oovemmentwaa and ia expedient 
and just for one class of demands against the 
Oovamaient, it is equally expedient and just in 
all like coses, and should be adhered to; but if 
not, the mode of settling and adjosting daims 

Siinst the Treasury should be changed so as to 
brd equal benefits and advantages to all. 
The Independent Treasury act has been car- 
ried into effect, the past year, as far os it has 
been practicable for the Department to enforce 
it. Most of the disbnrsinr offiwrs of the Qov- 
emment, where convenientTy situated, have, and 
continue to avail themedves of the convenience 
and aecttrity of depositing in the vaults of the 
lieasnrer, asdsiant treasurers, and public depos- 
itories, as will be seen by statement No. 89 of 
this report. Those who hove not deposited in 
the vaults of the Qovemment, although conve- 
nient, eonstme the act of 1846 ae allowing tlie 
officer a diseretiOD upon the subject. This they 
sometimes exerdse oy making what they term 
Bpedal deposits with chartorea and unchartered 
banks. The security of the public money, and 
the twevention of its application to any other than 
public use, calls fbr exj^idt legislation upon the 
subject, and the extension of the penalties of 
the act of 1846 to those receiving public money 
from disbursing agents and others wno hove public 
money in their hands. The courts have found 
difficulty in iq)pl3tiiie the act to all cases within 
its spirit, beeauss ihoughl not to be technically 
within its terms. 

' The amount transferred for disbursement, 
during the past fiscal year, was |38,088,113 93, 
at a cost of |1S,94& 67, whilst tbo pnmiums paid 



on sale of Treasury drafts have been |54,934 16, 
leaving |41,978 09 over and above the expenses. 
It ia beUeved that, with care and vigilance, the 
transfer of pnblie money will hereafter be inade 
through the oeencies of the treasurer, assistant 
treasurers, and depoMtaries, without cbai^ and 
without risk, except under extraordinary circum- 
stances and in peculiar times. The receipts and 
expenditures during the post fiscal year have 
amounted, in the aggregate, to 4146,866,933 48, 
and hove oil been in the conatitotional currency 
of gold and silver, without any disturbing eftect 
upon the currency, the banks, or business of the 
country. However, the withdrawal and prohibi- 
tion of the small-note circulation of the banks is 
still deemed essential to a sound and stable cur- 
rency, and to be ealled (br by the best interasts 
of all the States. 

The accounts of collectors of the customs con- 
tinue to be rendered at the dose of each month, 
and to be adjusted at the IVeaaury witbih the 
succeeding month, with but f^w exceptions, stA 
those principally on the Pacific coast, which 
require a few weeks longer for their receipt and 
adjustment. The system of monthly dishurse- 
ment and emolumentaccounta, with like monthly 
adjoatments at the Treasury, has been introduced 
aince the date of my last report, and promises to 
be equally, if not more, beneficial than the system 
of accounts and adjustments established for cus- 
toms. The system adopted for keeping books, 
making entry for consnmption, warehousing, 
and transportation and exportation of merchan- 
dise, and of making returns to the Department, 
mentioned in my last report, has been attentively 
continued and enforced, with certainty and uni- 
formity in the returns of the collectors of the 
public revenue. The statement No. 30 contains 
a Aill exhibit of goods in warehouse on the 1st 
of July, 1855,.and on the first of each succeeding 
month until the 1st of July, 1856, with the amount 
of merchandise entered for consumption during 
each month, whether in the original entry or 
from warehouse, and the goods entered for trans- 

Sortation to interior ports and for exportation, 
uring each month, and the amount received 
during each month from other ports. Theee 
returns are made direct to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and are confided to a derk, whose duty it 
is to keep the files, enter the returns, and moke up 
the monthly statements. He also keeps the 
abstracts required to be sent to the Department of 
goods entered and bonded for transportation, and 
the acknowledgments of the receipt of the mer- 
chandise at the ports of destination, and enforces 
the sendiitf the abstracts and acknowledgments, 
and tha due eancelmept of Che transportation 
bonds. The returns thus required enable the 
Department to understand how the business is 
being conducted, and when it is necessary to have 
the books of the port examined and its business 
investigated. The statement exhibits the move- 
ments of merchandise during each month of the 
year. 

The revimon of the revenue lows, prepared by 
the Department, under a resolution of the Senate, 
and sent to that body at the first session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, and referred to in my 
last report, still remains for the action of Con- 
gress. The revenue laws consist of various acts 
of Congress, commendng with the organization 
of the Qovernmcnt, with so many amending, 
repealing, and conflicting provisions, that it is 
exceedingly difficult to ascertain what ia, and 
what is not, in force — consequentiy, what is the 
law upon any particular point. The Department 
in making this revision conformed to existing 
lows, with such modifications and new provis- 
ions OS were deemed proper to make the law con- 
form to the preaent condition of things, and the 
want^ of the service. This revision has been 
egain conaidered by the Department, and sundry 
amendments and additions recommended, which 
hod the sanction of the Committee on Commerce 
in the House of Representative* at its late ses- 
sion, and, with the revision, now remain for the 
consideration of Congress. It was hoped Con- 
gress would have passed upon this revision at 
Its late session, and that the Department could 
have conformed the revision of the circulars, 
then being mode to the revised act. The enforce- 
ment of the revenue laws as now existing called 



for a reTisioB and modification of the cireulot 
instructions of the Department upon the subject 
The colleetion and revidon of the circulars aa 
one code is now nearly complete, and will booq 
be put in fbrce. If Congress should pass thi 
revision of the revenue lows, the instructions can 
readily b* made to conform to the revision thej 
may adopt. It is believed that the enactment of 
the revision would result in great advantages te 
the revenue, and great convenience to those cd- 
goged in commerce and navigation, and place the ' 
revenue laws before the people so as to be easily | 
understood by those whose duty it ia to carry | 
them into effect, and by those whose interest* ' 
and rights are involved in thdr enforeement. I 
There are no penalties or forfdturea on importen I 
and freighters in the revision that are rial now i 
in the existing laws, and none which are not ' 
believed necessary and proper for the due col- I 
lecting the revenue. The revenue laws require 
a revision on many accounts; but upon none mors 
than upon the subject of invoices, entries, ap- 
praisements, compensation to officials, and id 
relation to enrolling and licensing vessels for the 
coasting trade. There are suite against collecton 
involving questions upon all these subjects. The 
conflicting decisions of the Department and the 
circuit courts in most of these eases cannot be 
reviewed in the Supreme Court, owing to the 
amount involved. 

The report of Captain A. H. Bowman, No. 90, 
who is in ehorge of the construction and repair 
of buildings confided to the Treasury Department, 
exhibits in detail the operotions of the Depart- 
ment since the date of my lost report. The plans 
and specifications for these buildings end repair* 
are prepared in the Department. The work ia 
contracted for and let to the lowest bidder, except 
in a few instances where it is done by days ' wort, 
OS stated in the report. When a contract is made, 
acompetent person is appointed to superintend the 
construction, and to be present and see that the 
materials and work are such as the contract colls 
for. An account of work done ood materials fur- 
nished is made at the dose of each month, and 
returned to the Department, and paymenu made 
according to contract; and when necessary, the 
works are visited by Captain Bowman, or an agent 
of the Department. The buildings ore all con- 
structed fire-proof, and of the moat durable mate- 
rials. The regulations for these building* accom- 
panied my fir*t report, with direction* for keeping 
and renderingthe account*. The report i* accom- 
panied by a list of all cu*tom-houee« purchased, 
all constructed by the United States, and those in 
the course of conetruetion; also, with a similar list 
of the marine hospitals; also, oourt>hottses and 
poat office* in eha^ of the Department. For 
nirther information upon the eqbject of custom- 
houae*, reference ia made to the letter of the De- 

Sartment, No. — , under dote of the 3d day of 
uly, 1854, published with thia report. State- 
ment No. 91, made out from the hospital returns, 
exhibit* the number of nek sailors, who have 
had the benefit of the hoepital fbnd, and the 
expense at each place. The economical admin- 
istration of the noBpitats to the proper relief 
of the eailors who contribute to the f\ind i* one 
of much intereet, and has given the Depart- 
ment eouaiderable anxiety, becauae of the ten- 
dencv to improper and wastefbl expenditure. It 
has been eonsidered necessary to give new in- 
structions Os to the collection and proper account- 
ing for the hospital fund; the provisions, medi- 
dnea, and other supplies; the employment of 
stewards, nanns, and other servants; and the 
government and sapervidon of the hospitals. 
These instructiona have been published, and ara 
now being enforced. They will be found in the 
revised code of circular instructions, heretofore 
mentioned. The furnishing sick sailora relief 
under the contract system , a* mentioned in my 
lost report, is now in force at New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, and other places, as will be 
seen in the table of sick sailors in hospital, and 
affords the same necessary comfortable relief to 
sick sailors that is furnished in the Government 
hospitals, and at lesa coat. It ia believed that the 
contract avstem could be beneficially extended 
to many place* where the Government has hoe- 
pitola, by allowing the use of the hospital an^ 
grounds, and a certain per diem for the «ck; and 
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that Dnder the contract system sick sailon can 
be just as well, if not better, provided and cared 
for, than they can bo in the horaitals under 
chaise of persona appointed by the Departmeot; 
and It is suggested that authority be given to 
make such contracts. 

Report No. 92, vilh the accompanying docu- 
ments, gives the operations of the Light-House 
Board stnce the date of mv last report, with the 
condition of the works under their charge. The 
duiica of the board have been performed with 
commendable vigilance and ability. The great 
facilities aflbrdeo to our commerce by the opera- 
tions of this board impart intereit to the suDject, 
and recommend it to the continued favor of Con- 
gress. 

The Coast Survey continues to engage the con- 
stant and vigilant attention of the Superintendent 
in char£[e, aiid it is believed the money appro- 
priated IS beneficially and economically applied 
to the early accomplishment of the survey. The 
fullest and most reliable informaUon ai to our 
extensive cuasts and numerous harbors .cannot 
be obtained without such a survey. It is believed 
the importance of the survey to national defense 
and to commerce, and the publication of all the 
ascertained facts, will continue, as heretofore, to 
recommend the survey to the favor of Congress, 
until it shall be AiUy accomplished. * The report 
of the Superintendent will, as usual, be made to 
Congress during the session. 

The report of the Supervising Inspectors, No. 
93, also aceompaniefl this report, and gives the 
operations of the law under which they ai-e ap- 
pointed for the past year. 1 consider the law 
requires revision in the porticulais set out in my 
last report. 

It is also reeomioended Uiere should be an 
amendment of the lav in relation to payments at 
the Treasury, for the reasons stated in my letter 
and accompanying papers upon that subject, to 
the Finance Committee of the Senate, under date 
of the 38th of April, 1856, which accompany 
this report. 

Attention ii also called to the recommendations 
of my tetter to the chairman of the Committee on 
fiLetrenchmentof the Senate, under dateof the 17th 
of April, 1856. 

It will be seen fVom examination of statement 
No. 6, of the State bonds, held in trust for the 
Indians and for the Smithsonian Institution, that 
in some caaea the States have made no provision 
for the payment of interest, and may not provide 
for the payment of principal. The Unitea Stales 
having made the investments for the Smithsonian 
Institution, have to provide for the payment of 
interest, and will have to provide fbr the payment 
of principal if ever that oecomee payable. The 
action of the United States io carrying out the 
special powers vested in it might be kept distinct 
from the action of the State governments, and 
without the relation of debtor and creditor, and 
the irritation growing out of that relation, and 
defaults. ItisBuggested that good policy requires 
that course, and that the United States should 
dispose of the State bonds now held in trust, and 
realize the loss, assume these debts, and by a 

fenerol law provide, when moneys have or shall 
ecome parable on time under Indian trcaiies, 
with or uriibout interest, that the treaty obliga- 
tions flhall have the same force as United States 
stocks on time, or intejrest-paying stock, and in- 
terest and princi^ payable as it matures, with- 
out other investment. It will also be seen by 
reference to statement No. 7, that the United 
States bold stocks in <x>rporations in some of the 
Slates. It is submitted that it is not well for 
the'United Stales to remain a stockholder in 
these institutions, and exercise a control or influ- 
ence in the management and direction of their 
oflairs, and that authority ahoutd be given to 
dispose of them atocks at tlie market value, or 
otherwise dispose of the United States share in 
these corporations. These recommendations are 
made, because it ia believed, for reasons that 
readiiy suggest themselves, the United States 
ought not lo be intlie relation of creditor to any 
of the States, nor that of stockholder in any of 
the corporations created by a State. 

The -Louisville and Portland canal, now the 
sole property of the United State*, hu been 

New SsBica— No. 2. 



under the directioB of the Treasury Department 
the past two yearn. The tolls, by direction of 
the Department, were reduced one half, and the 
receipts for the past two years have been ex- 
pended in the repair of the locks and enlargement 
of the canal, improvement of the hridg», Ac 
The report of the operations will be laid iMfore 
Congress as soon as received. 
Au which is reapectfuUy submitted. 

J^AMES GUTHRIE, 
fieerstey^lAc Tremmry. 

Hon. Jeisk D. Brisbt, Prerident pro teuton itf 



Kapart of Om ■senlwr of the nstsriov. 

DEFARTHBltT OF THS llTTBniOR, 

JVboetnberS9, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you my 
annual report, giving a brief history of the oper- 
ations of inis Department whiUtunder my charge^ 

The act for its organization was immaturely 
considered, otherwise so many subjects, in almost 
every respect dissimilar, would not have been 
unitedin the same Department. There is no con- 
gruily in the principles bv which the different 
bureaus are governed; ana the decisions whicli 
the head of uie Department is constantly called 
upon to make, have little or do relation to each 
other, as a mere glance at the matters intrusted 
to liis core will readily show. To the Depart- 
ment, by the organic act, is confided the supor- 
vision of the Patent Office, the General Land 
Oflice, the Indian Office, the Pension Office, the 
Commissioner of Public Buildtfigs, the Board of 
Inspectors and Warden of the Penitentiary of 
the District of Columbia, the Census, and the 
accounts of the marshals, clerks, and other officers 
of all the United States courts, embracing those 
of the District of Columbia. To these have since 
been added the Insane Asylum, the Mexican 
boundary survey, and the construction of several 
Territonol roads. 

When the legitimate objects of the different 
Departments are duty considered, it would seem 
that a reorganization of the whole had become 
necessary, and that a more suitable arrangement 
than the present one could be devised, and should 
be adopted. At all eveou, no ftarther burdens 
should be imposed upon this Department, aa its 
labors are already sufficiently severe and arduous. 
When organized in 1849, several of its bureaus 
were larger than most of the present DcpartmenU 
twenty years before, and they have since been 
constantly incroaiihg, and will continue to do so, 
kcepiug pace with the extension imd advance- 
ment of the country. 

Notwithstanding the Indian difficulties and 
other disturbances io several of the Territories, 
the surveys of the public lands have progressed 
rapidly. The quantity of land surveyed, exclu- 
sive of school sections, since my last report, and 
up to the 30th of September last, was 16,873,699 
acres, much of whica is now ready for market. 

The grants made by Congress at its last ses- 
sion for railroad purposes have had the effect of 
witJidrawing from market a iaige body of the 
public lands, which, notwithstanding every ex- 
ertion that con be made, cannot be restored in 
less than nine months, and perhaps not then, as 
it depends in a great degree upon the actmh of 
the States to which the griuits were made, and, 
in many cases, the legislation of those States. 

In executing the graduation act many grave 
questions have arisen, some of .which cannot be 
satisfactorily settled without the interposition of 
Congress. Every effort has been made to carry 
it into effect sons to benefit, as far as practicable, 
the actual settlerr but the looseneos with which 
some of its parts were drafted, and the want of 
proper guards to protect its principles, has thus 
far rendered most of those efforts ineffectual. 
Many fraudulent entries under the act having 
been reported to the Oeneral Land Office, suit- 
able rules and regulations have been adopted for 
their correction, and to ^vent the occurrence of 
others. The principal difficulty ariacs from the 
fact diat, in many cases, although the land baa 
been eater«| mon than a year,S0'ii0(>roT«meiita 
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indicating a toiu fide intention to perform the re- 
quirementa of the law have been made; and in 
others the purchasers immediately after the en- 
tries made sale of the lands purchoaed without 
the slightest attempt at " actual settlement or 
cultivaUon." Patents upon entries have been 
applied for, and will be granted wherever the 
Luid Officeisaaliefiedof the fairaeisof the tnne- 
action; but where ^ere are reasonable grounds 
for suspicion, proof wilt be required to ne filed 
within a given period to sustain the entry, it 
is, however, competent for Congress to declare 
whether the title to these hinds shall pass to all 
indiscriminately, or whether satisfactory evidence 
of a compliance with the spirit and intentioa of 
the law snail be first required. The former eouree 
would tend most to the relief of the I^snd Oflice, 
u then the issue of the patents would be the only 
labor required. For toe benefit of pnrehaaer* 
generally, and the Sutes in which the gredoaled 
lands lie, it is important that the matter should 
be promptly disposed of, either by ssndiotune 
and affirming the action of the General Land 
Office, or directing the patents to be iaeued with- 
out further requirement. 

The quaotitjr of load sold Ibr csrii doilMtbe bM tsesl 
veorwu UBTJBnjBi 

Received ttietetbr, 98,831,414 53. 

Located with mUitaiy Krip and load 
womnti (t,38S,480.M 

Swampland* approved 10 the Suub... a^O3S,071iaB 

Selected under domiloM tot lallraadi, 
b.c., and gmmi ftrialtooad pemoiM, 
(Hdnstsd) ^.WT^ 'ujKnjsaM 

HsUdi a UHBl or, .3D,aM,108,37 



The quantity of lands sold for cash, during the 
secdnd and third quartets of the present ea l wida r 
year, is S,0O0,06&.5O acres. Received thenlbr. 
11,906,883 73. 

The difficulties in executing saUsfaetorily the 
awamp land gronu atill exist Several of the 
States have paased laws donating these lands for 
specific purposes, and they now complain that, 
if the selections am set aside for any cause, their 
&ith muat be violated. It is contended that most 
of those whb ore contesting ths rights of the 
States are mere speculators, and should not be 
permitted to defeat their permanent interests; 
that thereby many of the counties, imd of their 
people, will be injured, and the Qovernment not 
correspondingly benefited. Much of this is true; 
and although many errors have been committed, 
yet it is worthy of consideration whether, under 
all the circumstances, it is not the best policy to 
approve the selections, so Car as they do not 
interfere with actual settlers. 

By the act of April SO, 1816, it was mpposed 
that the annnal maximum compensation to regis- ' 
tcrs and receivers of land offices was |3,000 each ; 
the same being made up by the aalary of (500, 
and one per .centum commission upon the moneys 
rcceivedf firom the soles of the public lands. But, 
under the ruling of the Supreme Court, the com- 
fuisMon is computed upon the amount actually ■ 
received, without regtml lo lime, so that if the 
commission, together with a pro rsta amount of 
the salary, reaches |3,000 in one month, and the 
officer's term then sxpires^ the |3,000 is retained 
by him. In many eases it is thus mode ths in- 
terest of the officer to vacate the office, beeaosc, 
for the remainder of the year, he would have to 
discharge all its duties without further compensa- 
tion; and where Ihe lands in the districts ate, as 
sometimes is the case, in great demand, the Ciiov- 
enimenl might be compelled to pay tbe maximuni 
compensation several times during the same year. 
It is an evil that needs correction. 

The land system, under the legi^live enact- 
ments of the last four years, and by the active 
measures taken to meet demands for settlement, 
has been extended with entire success, and un- 
precedented rapidity, along the whole Facifie' 
slope, embracing the State of California, the Ter- 
ritories of Oregon and Washington, and into the 
Territories of Kanaaa, Nebrasha, New Mexico, 
and Utah. This immense geogn^hical sur&oe - 
has been organized into six new surveying de- 
partments, and the public surveys are in rapifl* 
e^ttenaion over it. Surveying operations in the 
new and the old diatricts have, in tbe same pe- 
rlodt been extanded over an anW<»f aciurlT suttv 
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milUona of itcreit in which the linei hare been ran 
and establiahed. 

Durlr^[ ihli period also there htve been 

sold for ctuli 30,935,174 acres. 

For wlilch there bu been received the sum 

of «e7^,isi. 

IrfWMed for MiUiaiT boanties. 15,806;30D " 

Appiov«d imdu iwuip had gisiiu ao,lS0,D36 " 

GnuMd (brrallraadiiTr. 17^038,983 << 

HakiDg the aggregate 93,875,779 ncrca, 

disposed of; in part, for farm* by direct jgrants to 
industrious citizens; a portion bf titles issued as 
indemnity to the defeoders of the country; in 
part, to aid the new States in redeeming from 
oredlow and its consequences valuable lands, 
and unnging them under tillage; and (he residue 
in facilitattng travel and intercourse by the ex- 
tension of Im railway, canal, and other systems 
of national intercommunication; thereby also 
laicelyincrcasiog the value Qf the landed interests 
of tlie country. 

It is acarcelv' possible to convey a prooer idea 
of the great labor incident to the accompfishment 
of the operations mentioned. It may be stated, 
however, among numerous heavy items, that the 
records of correspondence cover ninety tliousand 
folio pages, embracing decisions upon numerous 
intricate questions of title, not only as derived 
from foreign Governments, but arising under the 
land tcgi^tion of Congress during the put half 
century. Besides this, eight thousand aocounla 
have been adjusted, and four hundred thousand 
land patents issued by the Government. 

An examination has been made with a viewto 
ascertain whether the number of offices of sur- 
Tsyora general eould not be diminished, and it 
has been found that four ftiay be entirely discon- 
tinued within the next two years, and the initia- 
tory steps have been taken to that end. 

The nutnber of applications under the recently 
enacted bounty land laws, to the 25th instant, 
was S€5,966i those examined, 339,TS6; of which 
183,070 have been allowed, and warranti issued 
covering 99,003,390 acres; and 57,656 have been 
anspended or rejected; leaving 25,543 original 
casea not yet examined. 

These laws have been executed with alt pos- 
sible dispatch, and there are, comparadTely,f!Bw 
elaima which have not undergone preliminary 
examination. The time thus consumed has 
been less than one half of what was anticipated 
when the several acts were respectively passed. 
Although the labor and attention required were 
great, tne work has been accomplished in a very 
brief period, and yet with great faithfulness. 

The necessity of further power being given to 
the Commissioner of Pensions to suspend, dimin- 
ish, and discontinue pensions, when the reason 
forgmnting them has partially or totalhr ceased, 
» usily beooming more apparent. The Com- 
missioner ahould be clothed with authority to 
strike the name of the pensioner from the pension 
roll, or graduate the pension when he is satisfied 
of the cessation or diminution of the disability of 
an invalid pensioner. Gases of this kind are 
eonstantly occurring. U)ion an investigation of 
this class of pGnsioners, in a portion of a single 
State, during the past year, it was found that, of 
■ixty-seven cases, eleven were baseless, and the 
amounts allowed to most of the remainder were 
much larger than their present disabilities would 
entitle them to-, so that, if those pensions were 
properly graduated, the annual savine to the 
Trrasury, in the eases examined, woultTbe some 
three thousand dollars. As these are life-pen- 
sions, the aggregate annual amount paid is very 
large in comparison with what it should be; and, 
as the number of Uiis class of pensioners is 
rapidly and eonstantly augmenting, unless some 
measure is adopted to prevent it, ue evil will be j 
largely increased. 

Experience and reflection convince me that the 
only true principle upon which to base pensions 
is tnat of indigence. The meritorious and needy 
pensioners are now poorly aided by the Generu 
Government. The pensions, ranging from three 
and a liaK" to eight dlolhrs per month, are mani- 
&itly insufficient to supply their necessary wants, 
Specially where they are compelled to furnish 
subsistence for dependent families. If the prin- 
ciple wen adopted, ami a reasonable increase 



made to the present pittance of those whose ser- 
vices and wants demand it, the amount annually 
appropriated would not be increased, but the dia- 
trioution would be far. more just, equitable, and 
beneficial. 

There are distinctions and discriminations be- 
tween Army and Navr pensions which are un- 
reasonable, and shoola not bs permitted longer 

to exist. 

Both should be placed on an equality as to the 
amount to be received, the circumstances under 
which they should be granted, and lbs time they 
should run; and disabilities in the one ease should 
be of the same character as in the other. 

On the 30th of June last there were 13,933 pen- 
sioners, and the amount disbursed for their ben- 
efit, during the fiscal _year, was (1,360,694 61. 

Every day 's experience proves that the present 
system of confining the advances to pension 
agents to the amount of their serai-annuid pay- 
ments, has had a good eflect. lam perauadcd, 
that in most eases, when under the old system 
the pension agents were not directly compensated 
by the Government for their services, they were 
indirectly paid; otherwise, we cannot satisfitelo- 
rily account for tlie large amounts of pension 
money they generally had on hand, over and 
above whnt was actually necessary to meet the 
current demands; nor con it be presumed that 
they would have pcrfonned the service without 
remuneration, or if they received none, nor 
derived any benefit from the trust, that they 
would have rested content so long without pre- 
senting their claims to Congress. 

Notwithstanding the vigilance of the pension 
bureau, and the numerous precautions adopted, 
and the criminal proceedings instituted and suc- 
cessAilly prosecuted, frauds are still being perpe- 
trated, many of which cannot be prevented or 
punished when discovered, without a revision of 
the laws relating to such oficnscs. 

On the 30th of September, 1850. the number of aralf eatlona 
fbr tMuni]' land pendlnt, and on tb« mupended ti\e» of 
Um Penfion Office, Hum to be called up Ibr nixamina- 
tkM), W(w abooL 63,939 

The number of new applicHtiont filed during the 
>-ear folJowing was about 30,676 

Daring the next about 13,491 

And Ibence lo the 30ili September, I8S6 33B,100 

MaUaiinaU 3(^7,303 

Tbe number of wnnanls liwnd daring the yew endlat 30U) 

September, 1853. was atAut 4^1,063 

Tbe number iuued tbo auccecdlngyear wa> 17,733 

During the next ;r^ar 38,499 

During the year ending SOili September, 1835 139,194 

Uakta^ibeiMal 233,481 



The number of pensioners added to the rolls, 
between Uie Ist of April, 1653, and the 30th of 
September, 1856, is 9,ad5; the aggregate of whose 
yeariy pensions is ^704,290 74, besides the sum 
of $1,494,457 37 paid as arrearages, immediately 
on the admission of the claims. 

These are merely some of the results of the 
operations of the office. They convey but afaint 
iaea of the various and complicated intermediate 
labors involved Iwtween the receipt of an appli- 
cation for bounty land or pension, and the final 
determination of the claim; for besides the ex- 
amination and frequently the reL'xamination of a 
claim, before it is admitted, many pension claims 
have^cn presented (probably three times the 
number of those admitted) which have been ex- 
amined Olid reexamined, and still suspended or 
rejected; and these generally require the most 
patient investigation and research. 

The number of letters received at tlic office 
during the past year is one hundred and seven 
thousand eight hundred, and the number sent 
thence, two hundred and seventy thousand three 
hundred and eighty-seven— an extent of corre- 
spondence probably without a precedent. This 
vast amount of business is chiefiy consequent 
upon the eieeution of laws passed during and 
subsequent lothe year 1853, viz: the pension act 
of 3d February, 1853; and the bounty land law 
of 3d March, 1655, and the amendatory act of: 
]4th May, 1856. 

The field-work of the Mexican boundary ^m- 
inisuoD was all accomplished^ as stated id my 



last report, within Uie time contemplated, and 
lanely within the means appropriated. 

All the montunents agreed upon by the joint 
commission have been erected, and the line is 
marked from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific; 

I and the United States is in possesaion of the ter- 

I ritory. 

A considerable portion of the boundary is 
formed by the Rio Bravo or Rio Grande; and in 
I the settled portion of tho valleys, which arc beat 
I adapted to agriculture, the bed of the river sonw- 
' times changns, and transfers oonsidenUile por- 
tions of land from one ude to the other. 

The commi*ioDera concluded, and it is thought 
with correctness, that, except in the case of gi^- 
ual accretions on one or the other bank of the 
river, tjie boundary would remain where the river 
fixed it at tlie time of the survey, and as shown 
in the maps, notwithstanding actual changes in 
the course of the river. A ease of this kind is 
threatened in the valley of EI Paso; and anxious 
inquiries have been made on tlie subject. Tho 
parties making the inquiries have been referred 
to the printed maps, and informed that any change 
in the river detaching solid masses of land does 
not chonge the jurisdiction. 

The Mexican commissioner, according to an 
agreement with the American commissioner, re- 
paired to this city with a corps of assistants, 
about the 1st of July last, for the purpose of 
constructing the maps required by the treaty to 
show the oonndory, and IS now here on that 
duty. 

On the part of our commissioner these maps 
will be finished by the Ist of Mardi next. Al- 
ready the services of many of his assistants have 
been dispensed with, and it is in contemplation 
to discharge the whole fbrce.of draughtsmen be- 
fore that time, and none of the employes will be 
retained, except such as may be required to super- 
intend the printing of the maps and reports, 
descriptive of the boundary and adjacent country, 
the publication ofwhich was ordered by Congress 
at its last session. 

The first part of the report is already in the 
hands of the printer, and nothing retards its pub- 
licstiqo but the necessary delays in engraving 
the maps. 

Notwithstanding the Senate, in its order for the 
publication of the report and accompanying ap- 
pendix of the boundary commission, directedtbat 
the expenses of publicatiqp ahould be paid out of 
the boundary appropriauons, there will remain 
of them, untouched in the Treasury, some eighty 
thousand doUara. 

No officer could have discharged his duty witk 
more ability and greater fidelity than the commis- 
sioner to whom were confided the interests of this 
Grovemmcnt. And it is proper to state, tiiat the 
utmost li&rmony htk existed on this commission , 
between the omcen of both the Governments, 
and that all questions likely to produce the least 
difference have been amicably settled, and, as ia 
believed, to the entire satisfaction of all parties. 

Since the first day of Jantiary lost, the Patent 
Office has issued 3,355 patents, and, within the 
year, the number will probably be increased to 
some 3,500. 

All applications are promptly attended to; and 
it is hoped the interests of that meritorious claoa 
of our people — the inventors — arc properiy se- 
cured and protected. None are more worthy the 
fostering care of the GeneAl Government. 

From small beginnings the Patent O^ce has 
grown into proportions comparatively gigantic. 
Half a century ago the whole revenue of the 
Office did not exceed ftl,500 per annum, which 
was appropriated to the payment of one clevk, 
who transacted the entire business of the office. 
The income for the present year will be about 
£300,000, which will still be scarcely sufficient to 
defray the current expenses of the office, with 
its one hundred examiners, clerks, and other 
employes. 

If we compare the present condition of tAe 
office with what it was a few yeora ago, we shall 
find that, during the four years previous to 1853, 
the average annual number of^ applications for 
patents was 3,533; while for the four subsequent 
yean such average will be about 4,000. Tlia 
nambsr of patents annually issued during tbs 
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former period averages^ 990>, 'dUni^'g 'fii^. f&tter,'' 
about 1,850. For tEa-- qii)-ront y^ar, the^hole 
number of applicationB'made, thc'whole number 
«f patents granted, and the a^oalit of reveoue 
received, will, reapeclivel;-, be at' least double 
what they were in any previoua year. ;The num- 
ber of applications for patents miihis office the 
last year was greater than that in any other 
couDtrVt having bees 4,435, against 3,958 in 
Great Britain, and 4,056 in France. For the 
present year the number of applications will 
pfobabty reach 5,000. 

The buflineu of the office seems to have out- 

frown Uie system upon which it has thus far 
een conducted, which was adapted to a previous 
stage of its existence. The wisdom of Congress 
roay be profitably exercised in making such 
tnoaificatioDs as present circumstancea require. 

In addition to the business of the Patent Office 
proper, there has been devolved ui>on the Com- 
tniflsioiier of Patents the supervision of the 
National Gallery and the direction of the fund 
annually appropriated for a^icultural purposes, 
7he former of these doti«i ic comparatively of 
smalt momeat; the latter of great and rapidly 
growing importance. 

Then seems no very natural or immediate con- 
nection between the l^itimate business of the 
PatentOfficeand the subject of agriculture, except 
in their mutual relations to Uie industrial pursuits 
of the people; but the revenues of the office being 
aomcwhat in excess in 1639, the Commissioner 
of Patents was authorized to apply $1 for the 
purpose of procuring agricultural atatiflfc. For 
many years subaequent to that time annual appro- 
priattOBs were oaodo from the same fund for a 
similar purpose. These were increased from time 
to time until they reached the sum of |5,000, 
where they remained nearly stationary for several 
years. 

In 1654 the appropriation was increased to 
^35,000, and made payable out of the Treasury; 
and the appropriation for the present year has 
been increased to |105t000. The objecu em- 
braced in this appropriation are declared to be 
" the collection of agricultural statistica; investi- 
gations for promoting apiculture and rural econ- 
omy*, and tne procuroneat and distribution of 
cuuinga and seeds." 

In pursuance of the design of Congrees, meas- 
ures nave been taken to procure cuttings and 
seeds from every quarter of the globe where any 
new product can be found which is likely to 

Srove useful in any portion Qf the United States, 
lany new productions of great probable utility 
have thus been introduced, and others are being 
sought for wherever there is any prospecf of 
success. A vessel has just been sent to South 
America to procure cuttings of the sufar cane to 
furnish our southern planters with a fresh stock 
to supply the place of that which, it is supposed, 
has deteriorated by continued cultivation without 
renovation from the indigenous plant. 

The front basement ofthe center building, and 
the east wing, of the Patent Office have been 
finished, and, with the exception of the portico, 
which is in rapid progress, .tne some may be said 
of the west wing. 

The north front of the building has been com- 
menced, and the foundation will probably be laid 
during the present season so as to be ready fur 
the superstructure in the spring. Another ap- 
propriation has been asked for, which will nearly 
complete this part according to the original plan 
and estimate, the object being to press it forward 
as rapidly as practicable, both on account of 
economy and utihty. The en tire structure, when 
finished, will temporarily accommodate all the 
bureaus of this Department; but this should not 
deter Congress from making the necessary appro- 
priations for a departmentcu building, wnich will 
be much needed before, under ordinary circum- 
stances, it con be constructed fUid j>repared for 
occupancy. No valid reason can be assigned for 
further delay. 

I must again call your attention to the extraor- 
dinary esEpenscs of the judiciary, and the abso- 
lute necesflityforaradical change or modification 
of euch of the laws as relate thereto. The act 
passed at the last session of Congress, with a 
view of curing some of the defects,Tiaa, so Ar a« 
teated, proved very bsneficial. The pecuniary 



saving thereby has been large^ iut Qiis is of 
ilittle moment in comparison With the salutary 
"^ih/luence it has had upon* the class' of officers it 
Was intended to afiect. StiU new developments 
are being made, which show that many serious 
evils have silently crept into practice in some of 
our courts, which should be speedily remedied. 
Most of the laws for their prevention are seri- 
ously defective, and need revision; and, without 
congressional action, the officers of the Treasury 
and this Department are powerless. As the laws 
now are, I can conceive of no better plan than to 
entrust the DeparCment with sufficient means to 
investigate all chatges that may be preferred, 
whenever and wherever this Department and the 
accounting officers of the Treasury are satisfied 
there is fraud, corruption, or nudfeaaanee in 
office. 

On the 30th of June, 1855, there were in the 
Insane Asylum sixty patients, and during the 
nscal year there were received into it forty-seven; 
eight have died; six were discharged— five of 
them being restored — and there were left, on the 
SOth of June last, iiinety-tbree patieiita. It is in 
a most flourishing condition, and bids fiiir to be 
the first in the country. The improvements are 
steadily progressing, and will be completed as 
rapidly as ia desirable. The appropriations here- 
tofore made are deemed ample for the next year, 
except a small amount, for' which an estimate 
has been made, for the improvement of Uie farm 
and grounds, and the purchase of horticultural 
and agricultural implements, and machinery. 
Congress has already exhibited great liberality 
towards this institution, and no doubt the results 
will soon prove that it has not been improperly 
bestowed. 

The number of convicts in the Penitentiary is 
seventy-two. Thirty-five were admitted, and 
twenty-eight discharged, during the past year. 
The expense of managine it is now nearly 
equaled by the income, and the excess is being 
yearly diminished. 

Tlie act of the 18th of August last required the 
Secretary of the Interior to select a suitable site 
for a new jail at or near the j^nitentiary, in the 
city of Washington, and to cause drawings and 
specifications to be prepared therefor, to be sub- 
mitted, with an estimate of its cost, to Congress 
at the next session. 

Early measures were taken to enable me to 
comply with the requisitions of this act. The 
architect in charge of the Patent Office building 
was instructed to examine carefblly the most 
approved designs for buildings of the kind speci- 
fied, and prepare the requisite drawings, specifi- 
cations, and estimates for the one proposed to 
be built. 

He has attended to that duty, and furnished 
the plans, herewith submitted, which are so 
arranged as to admit of an indefinite enlargement 
of the building, without interfering with its sym- 
metry. The estimated cost is $150,000. 

The act requires the site for the new jail to be 
selected at or near thr penitentiary, and the 
Department is, accordingly, confirn^ to that 
vicmity. The grounds adjoining the penitentiary 
on tlie east belong, as I am informed, to the 
Government; and if the jail is to be erected in 
that neighborhood, I should recommend that it 
be plaum there. Aside, however, from the fact 
that these grounds are underatood to be needed 
:by the War Department, there ore serious ^hjec- 
.tions to this locality which should, in my opinion, 
bo brought to the attention of Congress before 
further proceedings are had respecting it. 

The grounds are low and marshy; and at cer- 
tain seasons of the year there is retuon to fear 
the place would prove unlfralthy when occupied 
by so large a number (probably one hundred and 
fifty) as would usually be confined tliere, subject 
to the malaria from the creek on the one side, and 
the river on the other.^ It would be well, there- 
fore, to seek a more healthful situation; and it is 
bdieved such may be found, which would like- 
wise be more convenient, in all respects, to the 
city. Should it be concluded to select another 
site, I am satisfied, from the examination already 
made, tliat the Government would be the gainer 
in point of cost, as the extra expense of securing 
a safe foundation upon the grounds indicated by 
the act, t<^Uier wuh tb^ of Ailing op the prem- 



ises toapropeir^«de,'woald he more'than enough 
to niake therequiaitc purchape.' 

-^n.^ts cotinecti en, it'is deemed proper'to invite 
attention to the want of suitable accommodations 
for the criminal court of the District of Columbia, 
j An approjiriation was made at the last session for 
I the alteration and improvement of the court-room 
I heretofore used in common by the circuit and 
criminal courts, which has been judiciously ex» 
pended, and by means of which that room haa 
oeen rendered convenient and comfortable. 

These courts ore frequently in aession at the 
same time, and hence a separate room ia indis^ 
pensable for the proper accommodation of eadi. 

The judges and the members of the bar have ' 
recently united in a communication upon Uiia 
subject, askiiw me to " urge upon the attention 
of Congress the necessity of extending the pres> 
ent court-house, as proposed by the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, so as to accomplish** 
that object. I have renrded this memorial a^ of 
so mucli interest as to direct its publication with 
the printed estimates of the Department, in the 
hope that suitable provision may'be made by 
Congress at its next session to supply the wanta 
therein so clearly shown lo exist. 

With aview of e£FecUng the object of Congress 
in r^ard to' the construction of a new and sub- 
stantial bridge over the Potomac river, Alfred L. 
Rivea, a civil engineer, was appointed to make 
the necessary surveys, examinations, plans, 
drawings, and estimates. Every cfi'ort has been 
made, and is still making, to perform the service 
Batiafactorily, and it is hoped that a full report 
of the results will be made before the month of 
February next, and in time for the consideration 
of Congress. 

The work on the bridge across the Potomae> 
at the Little Falls, in this District, haa been en- 
trusted to a skillful civil engineer. The appro- 
priation was made so lata in the season that the 
bridge could not be finished in time for travel the 
approaching winter, but it will be pressed to 
completion as rapidly as practicable. 

Tne appropriation made in 1655, for grading, 
&c., preparatory to the extension of Uie Capitol 
grounds, was judiciously and economically ex- 
pended. As Congress appropriated the money, 
without any estimate or recommenda^on of the 
Deportment, and as no general plan had been de- 
vised or adopted, it was not deemed proper to 
submit an item among the estimates presented at 
the last session of Congress^ because the Depart' 
ment did not understand its design, and pre- 
sumed, if its continuation waa considered ai^is- 
able, a suitable appropriation would be made for 
that purpose. As none, however, was made, and ' 
the wings of the Capitol are advancing rapidly 
to completion, and the grounds preaent a rougu 
and inelegant appeaiance, it appears proper that 
the attention of Congress shoula be directed to it. 

The improvement of the grounds south of the 
Executive Mansion has been completed according 
to the plan adopted at its commencement That 
part of the grounds immediately adjacent to the 
executive premises is not sufficiently elevated, 
and fbrther appropriations should be made with 
this view, not only because it would add to their 
beauty, but be promotive of the bcalthfulness of 
the Executive Mansion and the neighboring resi- 
jlences. With a small expenditure of money 
this may be done; and the sooner It is accom- 
plished the better, as now the change will not 
seriously interfere with the arrangement of the 
grounds. 

The public grounds in the city of Washington 
have been extensively improved and beautified; 
but, still, as much has not been done as is 
required. Within a few years past Congresa 
haa, in this regard, been more than usually lib- 
eral, but far from lavish. The comfort, health, 
and convenience not merely of the citizens, but 
of the members theraselvea, and all the function- 
aries of ^e Government, and every visitor to 
this city, demand that much larger expebditurea 
should be made. When the money is judicioudy 
j expended, 'no one can object lo its application, 
j Tlie whole nation is interested in the national 
I metropolis, and the people will sanction anythiif 
I relating to its improvement which is necessary 
and eonstitutionu. One thine is certain, dieae 
1 improTanenta will eTeatua|}t«u!u4« 
Digitized by 




90 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSlONAXi GLOBE. 



[Noranber 29, 



34th Goko....3d Sess. 

. 1 



Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 



Senate 8c* Ho. or Reps. 



Goremment, and beinc merely a queation of 
time, an overflowing Treasury euggesta this as 
the proper period. 

The Indian lands in the Territory of Kansas, 
vhieh, by treaty stipulations, were to be sold, 
and the- proceeds applied to the use of the 
Indiana, are in a state of preparation for sale. 
A portion of the Delaware lands was, pursuant 
to law, advertised to be sold on the 17th instant. 
Every precaution has been adopted to secure 
fairness and impartiality in the sale. It waa en- 
trusted, according to the requirements of the law, 
to the local land officers, under the superintend- 
ing control of a commissioner of high slandinj^; 
and the agent of the Delaware Indiana was di- 
rected to ne present, in order to advise with the 
commissioner, and guard and |votect the inter- 
ests of the .tribe. If the iiutructions given, 
which were minute and at the same time liberal, 
have been strictly adhered to, (of which we en- 
tertain no doubt,-) all interested will be pro- 
tected; but where there is so much diversity of 
feeling and interest, it ia almost impossible to 
aatUrfy every one. 

In my last report, I stated that it would be ad- 
vantageous to tlie Indians and the Government 
to' provide for an officer, to be altadied to the 
bureau, whose duty it should be to visit the au- 
perintendcuta, agents, and tribes, examine into all 
their affairs, and make saeb general and detailed 
reports, and submit such su^esilons as would 
enable the Indian office to adopt measures which 
might correct many of the abuses that prevail, 
and have a tendency to meliorate the condition 
of the Indiana. Further reflection has strength- 
ened this view. Witen it is considered that many 
of the agents are, to a great extent, beyond the 
reach of the bureau, and that it is often impossi- 
ble to communicate witli or receive information 
from them foi monUis; that tliey are frequently 
80 situated as to dei^ investigation and to fear 
no exposure, unless hy the adoption of some such 
measure us is proposed. It seems to mc that its 
policy and expediency cannot bo doubted. 

During your administration there have been 
'negotiated fif\y-two Indian treaties; of these, 
thirty-two have been ratified by the Senate, and 
twenty remain yet to be acted on. By these 
treaties the Indian title has been extinguished to, 
end reacquist lions made of, lands amounting, in 
the aggregate, to 174,184,710 acres; of which, 
about 53,000,000 ore included in the ratified 
treaties, and Bbaut-122,000,000 acres ere secured 
by those nowbeforo the Senate, besides 19,343,800 
acres which have been reserved for Indian pur- 
poses. The aggregate money conuderotion in- 
volved 18^11,184,303 80. 

These treaties arc of three classea: of peace 
and friendship; of acquisition, with a view to the 
colonization of the Indiana on reservations; for 
providing for the permanent settlement of indi- 
vidual Indians upon separate tracts of land, as 
homesteads, and extinguishing at once, or paving 
the way lo the final abandonment of, the tribal 
character. 

The money consideration has varied according 
to the nature of the title, the resources and value 
of the country obtained, and the relinquishment 
of all claims, or supposed claims, against the 
United States; the lout being deemed essential to 
the quietude of the Indians, to protect the in- 
terests of the Government, and i^romote harmony 
between it and the respective tribes. 

Besides the actual money consideration, other 
important benefits are guarantied at times and in 
the manner indicated in the treaties, which can- 
not be estimated accuraiety in money. 

The object throughout has been to do ample 
justice to the Indians, and leave no room for the 
pornplaint, sometimes heretofore mode, that they 
had been overreached by the white man. Whether 
such coiDplaint was just or not, there is no doubt 
ihclndini)a believed, or were persuaded byothera, 
that just,groHi)ds existed for its indulgence. It 
niust be admitted tlu^t in some cases the "talks" 
with the Indians, npon whfch treaties were based, 
did not correspond with the treaties themselves, 
and that the Indians generally rel^^ on these 
t^alks," which ihey reoojlected and unden^^od, 
pnd not on the treaties as reduced lo 'wnting, 
^hich thejy seldom correctly comprehenifed. 

Gkeat diAoiUy has heretofore exiited, and still 



exists, in ftiaking even an approximate estimate 
of the population of the various tribes of Indians 
within our borders; but, from the moat reliable 
information, they are now supposed to number 
some three hundred thousand souls. As we be- 
come more familiar with the remote tribes, we 
find the representations made as to their numbera 
generally exaggerated. The aggregate number, 
however, of the whole is verylu'ge, and although 
it will not probably increase, yet it shows the 
immense responsibility resting upon this Gov- 
ernment, to which is entrusted their welfare and 
happiness. 

The average amount annually expended by the 
General Government for the past six yeara for 
Indian purposes has been about |3,635,9Xi 61, 
and the aegregate amount for the entire period 
$15,755,593 87. 

Anew policy has been adopted of making re- 
mittances to the disbursing omcera of this bureau 
quarterly and semi-annually, instead of the cus- 
tom of drawing the entire appropriations from the 
Treasury, and placing them in the hands of the 
disbursing agents, officers, and superintendents, 
in advance ofa necessity for the money. Ofiicera 
are now required to transmit promptly and regu- 
larly a correct statement, verified by oath, show- 
ing the amount of public money ou hand at the 
expiration of each quarter, tlie object to which it 
13 applicable, where kept or deposited, and the 
description of funds. This serves to prevent 
difficulty, and to secure greater care and watch- 
fulness. 

The amount of stocks held by this Depart* 
ment in trust for the various Indian tribes is 
$2,028,G76. Some of the stock have matured, 
and been redeemed; and a reinvestment cannot 
be made, because (he law confines the Depart- 
ment to stocks of the United States, which cannot 
be obtained except at a high premium. In con- 
sequence of this, estimates have been annually 
made for appropriations for five per centum on 
the trust fVinus iikld by, and never drawn from, 
the Treasuryv to which Congress has responded 
favorably; and thereby a policy has been initi- 
aled, if not cBtablisbed, which, probably, should 
not be disturbed. 

During the present calendar year there will 
have been expended and remitted, for payment 
of Indian annuttieh, the aum of A907,902 65 in 
money; $190,893 83 in goods; and (SO.IUS 67 in 
provisions. This shows that, notwithstanding 
the unremitting endeavors of Uie Department, a 
very large portion of the payments is still made, 
upon the cash system; niiu this, to a certain 
extent, paralyzes the cfiforta made for tho per- 
manent improvement of the tribes. 

The act of 1851 requires that all negotiations 
with the Indian tribes shall be conduct^ hy reg- 
ular officers of the Indian bureau. This hoe 
largely increased its burdens, and added to the 
labors of its officers. These have been greatly 
augmented by the extended operations in the 
Territories of Washington, Or^on, Utah, New 
Mexico, Kansas, and Nehraska, and the Slates 
of Texas and California; by attention to Indian 
claims for bounty lands; enrollment of Choctawa 
in Mississippi ; sale of Creek reserves in Alabama; 
enrollment of Sioux half-breeds on ihe Lake 
Pepin reservation; examination of the claims of 
traders against several of the tribes; selting off 
and surveying various Indian reservations, and 
steps preliminary to the division and allotment 
of lands in severalty to Indians, classifying and 
appraising Indian trust lands in Kansas, and 
other duties devolved on the bureau. The actual 
labor has been doubled within the last four yeara, 
as is exhibited by the leading and the most accu- 
rate data of the office iransfctions, and yet the 
number of permanent clerks is the same. 

Since I entered upon my duties in this Depart- 
ment, the jurisdiction of the Indian bureau, and 
the operation of its agenta, have been extended 
over-an additional area of from four to six hun- 
dred thousand square miles, and thirteen new 
agencies, and nine sub-agencies, have been es- 
tablished by law. 

The policy of the colonization of the Indians 
has already been attended with the liappiest re- 
sults, and gives promise of a steady progress in 
the amsltanttion of their pbysiccu and moral 
condition. 



It is the universal testimony of those who,froni 

long intercourse with th*n, are the most compe- 
tent to form an accurate judgment of their char- 
acteristics, that, as a race, in mental and moral 
capacity, they are inferior to no other, destiiaie 
as they an of the means and opportunities of 
higher culture. Their passions, unsubdued by 
the mild influences of Christianity, frequently 
hurry them into the wildest excesses, sometimes 
accompanied with acts of frightfol cruelty. Ac- 
counts of these alone meet the general eye, and' 
excite in the public mind sentiments of loathing 
and horror. But of the strength of their domestic 
and social affections, the depth of their gratitude 
and attachment to those from whom they have 
received benefits, and by whom they have been 
treated with kindness and homaoity, the public 
hear little or nothing. 

Hence it is that they have been heretofore 
left comparatively unprotected from violence and 
wrong, inflicted by unprincipled white men, under 
the influence of unbridled passion, or in the pur- 
suit of their own venal ends. By such men, 
unworthy of the name, they are often cruelly 
beaten when unprotected, and not unfrequently 
shot down when defenaeless, in mere wantonness. 
The bloody revenge which sometimes follows 
becomes the general theme, unaccompanied with 
the clreumstaneea of cruel provocation which 
gave it birth. A border warfare springs up be- 
tween the pioneer settlera (who ara really tres- 
passers on their lands) and the tribe, and the 
strong u|kof the Government beine invoked for 
thkir prARtion, wars take place, which are car- 
ried on at much expense, and at the cost of many 
valuable lives, retarding the progress of our peo- 
ple, by rendering the condition of the settler inse- 
cure, and closing, perhaps, with the annihilation 
of almost entire tribes. 

This process of the destrucdon of a people of 
whom Providence has given us the guardianship, 
originating in such causes, is unworthy of the 
civilization of-the age in which we live, aud re- 
volting to every sentiment of humanity. 

Considerations like these, based upon extensive 
observation and long experience, cannot foil to 
impress the absolute necessity of a perseverance 
in the system of coIonizatioiT, which, by isolating 
the respective tribes within limits suitable to their 
numbera and their wants, under the care of agenta 
and the immediate protection of the Government, 
will alike prevent them from committing and suf- 
fering wrong. So situated, it is already shown 
that the arts of civilization may be acceptably in- 
troduced amongst them, and the enlightening and 
elevating precepts of Christianity, by their influ- 
ence upon their character and habits, transform 
the savage into the industrious and useful citizen, 
and ever commend us, as a nation, to the appro- 
bation of the just and huinane. 

To effect so desirable an end, .the faith of the 
nation for the integrity of th^e colonial reserva- 
tions should be maintained inviolate; manual 
labor schools should be introduced, in which the 
mechanic arts may be taught, and agricultural 
science, with its practical application, persever- 
in^y inculcated by precept and example. 

The Indian regards the white man as his supe- 
rior; and the idea of the derogatory character of 
manual labor which he entertains will readily 
give way to the influence of his example, and a 
realization of the benefit derived therefrom. 

But above all should Christian instruction be 
introduced and sedulously prosecuted, by teach- 
ers devoted to the cause in the-true spirit of their 
Divine mission. Without this, all subordinate 
means will be in vain, and the great duty which 
humanity imposes upon us, to rescue this un- 
happy race from entire degeneration and speedy 
destruction, will be but a delusive dream of im- 
practicable philanthropy. 

There are many recommendations and sugges- 
tions contained in my former reports which, 
although not specifically repeated, are again 
renewed. They relate to mattera of much public 
interest, and, as such, commend themselves to 
your favorable consideration. 

I cannot permit this occasion to pass without 
bearing testimony to the able manner in which 
the chiefs of bureaus, and the employ€s of the 
Department, have diaehaiged their official duties. 
They have affordecHne efficient ad, and have 
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done eTeiytbing in their power to mbBerre and 
advance tne public inlcftBts. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
■errantt 

R. MeCLELLAND, Secnterif. 
To the'P«HiDKiiT of the United State*. 



Report of tb« Seoretnry of War. 

War DEPARTHEirr, December 1, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the operations of the Army for the past 
year, and to lay before too tfae reports of the 
aereral barttuis of the War Department, and 
communicationa from other officers of the Army. 

The authorized strength of the Army, as now 
posted, i« 17,894. The actual Htrenglh at the 
date of the consolidattoo of the returns, July I, 
1856, was 15,563. The number of enlistments 
made daring Uie twelve months ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1856, was 4,440. The number of persons 
offering to enlist, but who were refused on ac- 
count of minority and unfitness for service, was 
5,594. The number of casueltiea in the Army 
by deaths, dischai^s, and desertions durine the 
year efiding June 30, 1856, was 6,096, of vmidi 
3,333 werel>y desertion. 

The accompanying tables exhibit the dis- 
tribution of the troops in the several military 
departments. During the post year the depart- 
ntent of the Pacific has been reinforced by three 
companies of«the first dragoons andaibe jainth 
renment of infantiy. Aposthaabeenmkblished 
at u'ucson. New Mexico, for the protection of the 
valley of the Santa Cruz and the restraint of the 
Indians north of the Gila, and is at presedt gar- 
risoned by fonr companies of the first dngoona. 
The Tegument of moanted riflemen, in conse- 

?uence of threatened hostilities with the Navajo 
ndians in New Mexico, was ordered, in June 
last, to ^at department of Texas. Two com- 
panies of the second dragoons, and the second 
regiment of infantry, occupy the posts located 
on the Upper Missouri at the close of the late 
campaign against the Sioux Indians. 

An expedition has been sent to the northern 
boundary of Minnesota Territory, for the purpose 
of acquiring information respecting that r^on of 
country and the Indians residing there, upon 
whom it was supposed the appearance of a body 
of troops among tnem would exercise a beneficial 
infioence. The knowledge thus gained will de- 
termine the most eligible site for a military post 
in that quarter, should it hereafter be deemed 
advisable to establish one. 

The Indian difficulties on the western plains 
have been successfully terminated, except those 
with the Cheyennes. The troops designated and 
held in readiness during the past summer for 
campaign against them it was hoped and believed 
would not only have reduced that particular tribe 
to good order, but would have samced to insure 
as much of peace and secnrity to transient persons 
over all the plains north of Red river and west 
of the Missouri as is compatible with the con- 
tinuance there of wandering uncivilized tribes. 

In Texas, though the amount of military force 
has been reduced within the past year, we have 
had reason to congratulate ourselves upon lesit 
frequent disturbances than have existed for some 
years past; but owing to the feet that the State 
of Texas owns all the lands with the exception 
of the two small resemtione recently oiade, the 
Indians of that State are without any permanent 
home; and the control which can ne exercised 
over them, under those circumstances, can never 
be sufficient either to give security to the whites 
or in any material degree to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the Indians. Could the fragmentary 
tribes in Texas be removed to lands owned by 
the United States north of the Red river, a great 
reduction would be made in the expenditures 
now required in Texas for the maintenance of 
many military posts which would then become 
whoUy useleesj whilst a great eerrice would be 
rendered to the development of the resources of 
that State; and surely better prosnecta would 
be offered for the improvement of the Indian 
tribes. 

The Indians within the limits of the depaK- 
ment of New Mexico have generally observed 



their treaty stipulations. Occasional depreda- 
tions have been committed by them, but none, it 
is believed, of a serious nature, or indicating any 
settled hostility on their part. 

The Indian HostilitieB existing in Oregon and 
'Washington Territories at the date of the last 
annual report frt)m this Department, which 
threatened fb be of a very formidable character, 
have been generally suppressed. A combination 
embracing most of the tribes inhabiting those 
Territories was entered into, and the extermina- 
tion of the whites seemed to be their purpose; 
but the military expeditions sent against them 
have been conducted vith much ene^, and 
have been so far successful that, with a few 
exceptionsji their hostile demonstrations have 
censed. The disturbances on Puget Sound, 
and in the Rogue River valley, are reported as 
terminated ; nnd it ig hoped that the tribes in and 
about the Walla Walla volley, between whom 
and the troops a collision recently took place, 
will speedily be brought to terms. 

Military positions nave been occupied in the 
country recently in possession of the Indians, 
and judiciofis "movements of, the troops will, it 
is believed, prevent any outbrtink of d general 
nature hereafter. 

Much information respecting the origin and 
progress of this war was commimicatcd to Con- 
gress at its Inst session, and published in Senate 
documents Nos. 26 and 66, and House documents 
Nob. 93 and 118. 

The reports of subsequent events contain" full 
information respecting the transactions. 

The possessory rights secured to the Hudson's 
Bay and Puget Sound Companies leave, yi this 
portibn of our territory, traders and others who 

E0B8C8I great influence over the Indian tribes, 
utown no allegiance to the United Slates. It 
will be readily perceived that, preceding and 
during hostilities, such persona cannot be ex- 
pected (o pursue any Dlher course than that which 
would preserve to them the trade and good-will 
of the Indians, and, therefore, that their presence 
cannot be otherwise tlidn detrimental ta the con- 
trol of the United States over those tribes. In 
this connection it may not be inappropriate to 
suggest the propriety of speedily extinguishing 
such possessory rights. ' 

I n«ret to state that the efforts of the Depart- 
ment nave Uius far proved unavailing to effect 
the removal of the Seminole Indians, remaining 
in the peninsula of Florida, to the new home 
l^^vided for them west of the Mississippi river, 
ffrnese Indians have, within the past year, given 
repeated evidence of their hostility, and the De- 
partment has made the necessary arrangements 
to carry on a vigoroas campaign against them 
during the present season. As large a force as 
the demands of the service in other quarters will 
permit has been concentrated in Florida (or this 
purpose, consisting of fonr companies of the 
first artillery, ten companies of the fourth artil* 
lery, the fifth regiment of infantry, and a limited 
number of volunteer militia — all under the com- 
mand of Brevet Brigadier Greneral Harney. 

The expense and embarrassment to the mili- 
tary service resulting from the present policy of 
locating posts in advance of settlement, and along 
emigrant routes across ih^ continent, continue to 
be seriously felt. It )s manifested in the large 
amounts required for transportation, and in the 
small garrisons found at most of the posts. 

A policy adopted to subserve the purpose* of a 
given cose suggests a revision with eveiy material 
change of circumstance. When from the com- 
munities originally established along the Atlantic 
slope of the United States, industrial emigrants 
went forth to penetrate the wilderness of the Mis- 
sissippi volley, they found on evcrr hand a fer- 
tilitv which invited to agricoltural hioor,and each 
seUlement soon became productive of all the 
neeessaries of life. Military posts advanced with 
the progress of the pioneer; and whilst the one 
afforded protection, thcT labor of the other soon 
furnishea tlie supplies required for subsistence. 
The general fhnd of the United States was 
indemnified for expenditures to support these 
advanced military posts by the results which 
followed from the appropriation and cultivation 
of its wild domain. If we have now passed the 
limit of general fertility, and pushed our military 



posts into a region where Uiey can never be sur- 
rounded by an agricultural producing population, 
then the circumstances have so materially changed 
as to call for a revision of the policy which wos 
founded upon a different condition of things, and 
connected with results which are no longer attain- 
able. 

The reports of reconnoissanee submitted by the 
War Department within the last two years nave 
given such general and detailed accounts of the 
character of ±e country between the Mississippi 
river and the Pacific ocean as to render here un- 
necessary its further geographical description. 
Those reports suiBciently show that, with few 
exceptions, the country lying between the one 
hundred and eightieth meridian of longitude and 
the coast range of mountains overlooking the 
Pacific ocean, is not susceptible of cultivation 
wiUiout the aid of artificial means, and that the 
country can probably never be covered by agri- 
cultural settlements. Alimithas, therefore, been 
reached, beyond which cultivation has ceased to 
follow in the train of advancing military posts, 
and the service and support of the military peace 
establishments is essentially altered. A new 

Fost established in the desert region, to which 
have referred, does not becoqie the nucleus of a 
settlement from which, in a short time, the pro- 
visions and forage can be drawn, and the expense 
for transportation thus reduced to the necessary 
supply, of clothing, groceries, implements, and 
munitions, but all the heavy articles of subsist- 
ence must be procured at a remote market, and 
transported to such frontier posts. Nor is this 
the only difference; for to this increased amount 
of transportation is also to be added the d ifference 
between the expense of transporting alon^ navi- 
gable rivers, or over roads through continnoua 
settlements, nnd that of passing tlirougb a desert 
region where no supplies or assistance are to be 
obtained, and no roads to be found except those 
built by the United States, the combustible struc- 
tures of which are at all times liable to he de- 
stroyed by the nomadic tribes who inhaUt the 
country. Without cnierine more minutely into 
detail, it wilt be seen why the cost of transporta- 
tion has increased so greatly within a few years 
past, and why efforts, by rigid economy, to re-- 
duce the general expenses for the Army must 
prove unavailing until the character of the service 
required of it has been rodisally modified. The 
views presented in relation to the inutility of mili- 
tary posts in this desert region, as connected 
with the development of the resources of the 
country, have been expanded in their application 
by the military reconnoissanee referred to, but 
do not rest upon that species of evidence alone. 

The settlement of the Territory of New Mex- 
ico was begun long anterior to that of a large 
portion of the nopuloue districts of the United 
States, yet to itiis day cultivation has extended 
but very little beyond the narrow valleys of the 
Rio Bravo and the SantaCruz; and though Forts 
Lammie and Kearny, on the Oregon route, were 
established more than eight years since, no agri- 
cultural settlements have grown up around either, 
and thus are the conclusions drawn from the re- 
ports of reconnoiiering parties as to the general 
character of the country satisfactorily confirmed. 
Though we have been in the habit of believing 
that the great basin of the Territory of Utah pre- 
sented a fertile oasis, recent events have furniathcd 
much i^oBon for doubt as to its capability to suo- 
tain any considerable population depending from 
year to year on the agricultural producta whicli 
each ycarV cultivation aflTords. As»iming, tlieo, 
that the limits of the fertile regions have been 
aufliciently well ascertained, and that fhturo oper- 
ations should be made to conform to the charac- 
ter of the country,the tnic interests of the public 
service would seem to auggest important modifi- 
cations of the policy whichhas heretofore directed 
the employment of the military force. Instead of 
dispersing tlie troops to form small garrisons at , 
numerous posts, where they only exhibit weak- 
ness to a savage foe, it is suggestca that within the 
fertile region, a few points, accessible by steam- 
boats or by railways, should be selected. at whiih 
lai^ garrisons should be maintained, and from 
which Btrongdetachments should annually be sent 
out intothe Indian country during the season when 
the gras« *ffig«^«/g'yt^>^^fe^ 
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horges and beaatfi of draught and burden. These 
detachmenta would be available both to hunt up 
aud cluutise those bribes who had .committed 
depredations; and, ij passing Miotig the main 
routes to California, Oregon, and Washington 
Territories, would give tl^e needful protection to 
emigranu during the fl«i8bi>of their transit. E;t- 
penence has shown that small posts ore acarly 
powerless beyond ibeihow^luniui. Someoftti^ 
most ^^rant depredAtutnB.Havc- been eommitted 
on parlicB in the Ticiniiy of such mililarjr posts* 
and their intibility to pursue and .puniHi tli« 
offenders lias tended to brit^ into disrepute the 
power and energy of Uie -United States, who# 
eitizens were the Tictitns' of -predatory attacks. 
Indeed, it is quite supposable that these poata, 
being fixed points in the rout^ of emigrants, 
affonl the Indians the opportunity of observing 
each train which passes, -and thus enable (heia 
to determine upon future oj^eratioiiA. 

Cavalry cannot ^e sustained in-a utalta of effi- 
ciency unless provided duiwig the winter with 
stables, grain, and hay. ~At some of the remote 
posts even the material for eonstniction must be 
transported a««at dlstancOf«nd- the forage can 
only be furnianed at prices Which extreme neces- 
sity alone will justify! for example, com' deliv- 
ered at Fort Laramie costs about five dollars a 
bushel. Infantry ^^risoNS aje less expensive, 
because less forage is reqiiircd; but, un«er suota 
circumstances, neither can be yuslained tiEceptat 
great cost. 

It may be proper fhrther to consider the oom- 
parative value of troops Auf distributed, and -of 
those serving by detacbments from laige garri- 
sons quartered in eligible positions* If sufficient 
garrisons w^re kept at all- tJis posts now estab- 
Itahed for the purpose of making expeditions at 
any time from them among the neighboring tribes, 
which would require a very -considerable aug- 
mentation of the present mifitary establishment, 
and a commensurate increase of appropriations 
for its support, it is not believed that tltey would 
be equally effective with marching detachments 
of the same wmerical strength. Their positioi) 
irould be known, their preparations for talang 
. the field would be observed, and a considvrabte 
force would necessarily be left behind for the 
protection of the public property at eadi military 
post. The instruction and discipline in quarter* 
would be inferior to that of larger garrisons, and 
the capacity of the troopa, suddenly emerging 
from quarters to begin tne forced marches of 
pursuit,^ would be less thauthatof men inured, 
by a long march and frequent, hivouacks, to bear 
fati^e and protect themselves against exposures 
incident to service in the field. The policy of 
distribution, as at present pursued, also involv^ 
the frequent construction and abandonment of 
posts, mnAf with suclt garrisons as we may expect 
to have with the present or probable size of the 
Army, involves tne employment of all the troops 
for long periods at constant labor, alike injurious 
to militanrinstruction and the contentment of the 
soldier. His compensation at such times ia fai- 
inferior to that of the common laborer on the 
frontier, and the prospect of abandoning the poet- 
tioD soon afterhehasmadeitcomparativcly.com- 
fortabls, leaves him without an adequate induce- 
ment for the sacrifices be is colled on to make. 
A laborer without pay or promise of improve- 
ment in hia condition — a soldier without the forms 
and excitement of military life— it is hardly to be 
wondered at that this state of things should lead 
to desertion, which has become so frequent as to 
be one of the great evils of the service. Under 
the other policy which has been suggested, the 
troops would oe comfortably quartered in the 
midst of civilization, their summer campaigns 
would be the field practice of their profession — 
the temporary dawers and toils of which rive 
zest to a soldier's fifb — audi if to these be added 
the prospect of a return to the comforts, associ- 
ations, dnd meana of imitruction of a large garri- 
son at a well-eatablished post, it is not seen why 
the service could not be rendered attractive to 
persons of military spirit; and it is believed that 
the efficiency of the troops would be increased 
proportionally as the expense of supporting them 
would be diminished. 

The occupation of Algeria by the French pre- 
sents a case having much pandleHsm to that of 



our western frontier, 'bnd affords ua the opportu- I 
nky of profiting by their experience. Their prac- 
tice, as far aa iinaeratood by me, is to leave the 
desert region'ta the possession of the nomadic 
tribes; their outposts,, having stroqg garrisons, 
are estjUbliahcd- neOf. the limi^ of the cultivated 
region, and their irerviccs perfomied by large 
detachments making expeditions into the.desert 
regions as reqmred. The marching columns-being 
sufficiently, strong tp infiict punishment whenever 
it is deservedrhave inspirea, it is said, the native 
tribes with -such . respect for their power that it 
has seldom been &und necessary to chastise any 
tribe a secopd time. '■ 

■ As our pfesenf^policy rests upon various acts 
of legislation, ^Lndthe^concurFent views of several 
preceding adnrlinistrations, a change as radical as 
that which-is here suegested should receive crit- 
ical examination, -aniC^perhaps, requires tegtslsr 
tive action before being adopted. The Depart- 
^ment, if JqA to the fiee.exerciae of its judgment, 
'would have abandoned the policy at preaent fol- 
-lowed, ^y ado^in?-a;few eligible positions, easy 
of acce8h,and m l£e midst ofa regien so produc- 
tive as.to suAtaiir large settlements, from which 
.the bulk of the BuppUesfortheganisoiia could be 
drawn. ' -:- " 

r More than the usual number of resignations 
-within- Uie past year give evidence of defective 
organization— <of a policy injurious to profesr 
^si^nal pri^e, and of the necessity of increased 
eotapensation.- Whilst- the' hard service and 
.frontier stations of the officers of the Army 
require of them sacrifices which no other officers 
of the Government are called upon to make, the 
■cxpaiee of living has been greatly augmented, 
and their pay. is nearly the same as that which 
was fixed more than fifty years ago. 

There is surely no economy in a practice which 
must in tbeend drive the more active and intel- 
lectual from a service which they adorn, and in 
wJuch their country eapecially requires them, to 
seek a competent support in some other pursuit. 
As little does -it accwd' with the spirit of gener- 
- o^^ or justice to -ask «t their hands the sKrifice 
wnich so many -of them make to professional 
pride and habitual- love for their country *s service 
and their country's flag. But littlecan be hoped 
-until radical changes can be effected, such as can 
only be suggested after a minute atudy by the 
executive who shall have the good fortune to find 
the legislative branch prepared to cooperate with 
him, both in the investigation and the applicatiw^ 
of a remedy to those evils which belong to chanl^ 
with which, the legislation has not kept pace. 

Though speciaf acts have from time to time 
made provision for the widows and orphuis of 
officers and soldiers of the Array who nave lost 
their lives in the diloharge of their duty, no such 
general provision has been made fortbe Army as 
that which subsists in relation to the widows and 
orphans of officers and seamen of the Navy, if 
there waa ever a just ground for this discrimina- 
tion, itia believed that It no longer exists. Whilst 
. the Army has no claim to be paid by its Govern- 
ment for the capture of the public property of an 
enemy, large sums have from time to time inured 
to the benefit of our Government from that 
source^ and the policy which encourages to deeds 
of danng in naval warfare by the assurance that 
the brave aailor who falls in maintaining the 
honor of. hia country's fiog, leaves in his Govern- 
ment a protector and a guardian to the family 
deprived of hie support, is certainly in principle 
and degree equally applicable to the soldier, who 
perils his life in the same cause, and, without the 
chance of being enriched by pillage, incurs the 
hazard of leaving his wife and chiMren to want. 
I would, therefore, again recommend that such 
legislation be asked as will place the widows and 
Orphans of officers uid solders of tlie Army on 
the same footing with respect to pensions as uiose 
of the officers and seamen of the Navy. 

I have so often brought forward the necessity 
of provision by which disabled officera ehould be 
retired from active service, that I should be 
deterred from again repeating it, but from the 
conviction that it ia indispensable to the efficiency 
of the Army, and that each year but renders* 
greater the injury to the public service, resulting 
from the want of the measure heretofiire recom- 
mended. 
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i I have to renew the recommendation hereto- 
fore presented for such legislation aa will ^ve 
certain and permanent rules for the dctermina- 
.;tion of rank and command, than which nothing 
is more necessary to secure harmony and effi- 
.ciency in an army. The act of S^itember SO, 
1776, known as the '* Rules and Articles of 
W-ar," was originally reported by Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. John Adams. The latter givest bs a 
^reason fortheiir adoption, that "there was extant 
one system of articles of war which bad carried 
two empires to the head of mankind — the Roman 
and the British, for the British articles of war were 
only a literal translation of the Roman , ' 'and cites, 
; as an observation founded in undoubted fact, that 
the pronierity of nations had been in proper- 
tio;i IP tli^ discipline of their forces by sea and 
land. 

-The commendation bestowed by such high 
authority upon the system then adopted, in con- 
nection' with its real merit, may have protected il 
tram future criticism aqd innovation; end did Ow 
circumstances which now surround us continue to 
be the same as at that time, I should not venture 
to recommend a legislative cvision. But aa 
changes have occurred which cive new applica- 
tion to the terms then employed, the necessity is 
exigent and evident, either for the revision of the 
subsequent laws which affect the rules and arti- 
cles ot^ war or for a modification of those articles, 
BO OS to make them conform to the requirements 
reeultin^rom subsequent legish\don and altered 
circumiPiceB. It is true that a Kvision of the 
original act waa made in 1806, but it contained 
no important alteration, and since then various 
acts of legislation, changing the orgonizauon of 
the Army, have given rise to questions of con- 
struction, and created such radical difficulties in 
the applicalidtl of the original rule that f\irther 
legislation can alone furnisn on adequate remedy; 
for instance, the law known as the Rules and 
Articles of War recognizee three kinds of com- 
missioned officers, viz: those of the line of the 
Army, of the marine corps, and of the militia. 
It is scarcely to be doubted that the phrase '* line i 
of the Army" meant the Army of the Confedera- 
tion , and included all of its officers, whether staff 
or regimental. But subsequent l^slation cre- 
ating special corps or departments composed of 
officers whoae duties do notinvolve the command 
of troops, has given rise to, and perhaps produced 
a necessity fbra construction of the phrase "line 
of the Army," which plae^ regimental and staff 
officers in a relation inconsistent with the general 
principles of subordination, and which must 
sometimes seriously embairus, if not defeat, the 
great purposeB of a campaign. Believing that 
officers of the armies should, with a few excep- 
tions as practicable, have rank effective for pur- 
poses of command, I have heretofore presented 
a proposition for reorganization, which, among 
other things, was designed to secure generally to 
officers of the staff that knowledge which can 
only be acquired by the performance of company 
and re^mental duty. To the views heretofore 
communicated in relation to the reoi^anization 
of the Army, I have only to add that additional 
experience has but confirmed them. 

In the last annual report I called attention to an 
existing abuse in the discharge from the Army | 
of persons who, having represented themaelrea i 
to the recruiting officers as being of mature age, , 
had, after enlistment and transportation to dis- 
tant posts, brought forward evidence sufficient 
to require their discharge under the provision of 
the act of September 38, 1850, which directs that 
" it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to 
order the dischai^e of any soldier of the Army 
of the United Statea who, at the time of his en- 
listment, was under the age of twentjr-one yearst 
upon evidence being produced to him that such 
enlistment was without the consent of his parent 
or guardian." The n^ulations of the recruiting 
service provide carefully devised checks a^nst 
the enlistment of minora ; and if deliberate miuds 
are practiced upon recruiting officers, it ia sub- 
mitted whether legislation should not provide a 
penalty rather than attach a premium to its suc- 
cessful perpetration. Experience has shown that 
the practice ia increasing. And the last year 
furnished examples of its repetition by the same 
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or otherwise, enlist a minor so itnniAture that a 
bare inspection would expose the fact, it is fair 
to Bjuame that upon proof bein^ submitted, the 
Secretary of War, besides holding the officer to 
a strict account, would order the discha^e of the 
minor on the application of his parent or guard- 
ian, thoiieh there ahould be no mandatory pro- 
TiaioD of law to retiaire it. But if he ■hDald fail 
in this in aov caae so dear aa to preseot an in- 
stance of real hardship, it is not to be doubted that 
an appeal in the civil courts would give adequate 
protection to the right of the parent or guar- 
dian. 

The annual estimatea being for the current ex- 
penditurea, preauppooe an annual settlement of 
all aceounUf.but it is well known that delays 
occur for a much longer period; and appropria- 
tions for the current year are notunfrequently 
charged with the settlement of the accounts of 
many yean* Btanding. As kn^ as this practice 
coDtmuea, deficiencies mast arise, for which the 
Department preparing the estimatea ia in no 
degree responsible. It is believed that, as an ad- 
ministrative policy, it would be more wise to 
require all such arrearages to be grouped with 
expenditures resulting from unforeseen contiu- 
^ncica, and for which the appropriations were 
inadequate, into an annual deficiency bill, where 
an exactaccount should be rendered of e^ch item 
of additional appropriation asked for. 

To simplify the accounts of disbursements in 
the mililaryaervice, and to expedite their final 
>ettlement,^iaTe heretofore repeatedkr recom- 
mended that instead of toeing arbitiaruy divided, 
as they now are, between two auditors, that they 
ahoula be concentrated at the office of one — and 
I have to renew the recommendation that an ac- 
countant be authorised for the War Department, 
aa the means of securing uniformity in decisions 
ujion that class of questions which, resting upon 
military usage and me records of the War Omce, 
are neceesanlyreferred to it, and decided by the 
Secretary of War according to the nature of the 
case. 

Attention is again called to the want of legis- 
lation upon the subject of military sites, and 
the recommendations in my last annual report, 
in that respect, are renewed. 

The great improvements recently made in emall- 
arma, whereby their efiective range has been 
much increased, must, to a considerable extent, 
supersede the necessity for cannon of small 
caliber. This consideration, added to the heavy 
expense attending the maintenance of light bat^ 
teriea in a state of efficiency, has induced the 
Department to limit the number of such batteries 
to roar, and for the purpose of instruction in -the 
use of garrison, sea-coast, and siege-guns, to 
assemble one company from each regiment of 
artillery at the fortification best adapted to exper- 
imental firing, according to the various modes 
which the contingencies of active service may 
demand. 

The report of the Colonel of Ordnance is referred 
to for detailed information in regard to the opera- 
tions of that branch of the military service under 
his charge. With the limited means furnished 
by the appropriations for the year, progress in 
providing amwinent for fortifications, in the 
manufacture ofsmall-arms of the improved model, 
and in applying the recent improvements to those 
of the old model, has necessarily been slow. The 
fortifications now under construction, and those 
authorized to be constructed, will require for their 
armament about two thousand three hundred 
piMes of ordnance, and three thousand gun-car- 
riages, in addition to those at the forts and arse- 
nals. To procure these, and to supply each 
mounted piece at the forts with one hundred 
rounds of ammunition, will, at the vsnal rate of 

gpropriations, require a period of forty years. 
It man^ fortifications not yet commenced, or 
even projected, will no doubt be built within that 
period, so that at tlie end of the time stated, our 
armament will not probably be more complete 
than it is at present. It requires no argument to 
show that fortifications without guns are worse 
thMi useless, and guns will have only a part of 
their value withotit fortifications. It is thetefore 
eyident that armament should keep pace with 
fortifications, and the latter progress with the 
DBcesHtiesfiir defease. I lecommuid more liberal 



appropriations for this oli^eet, and have estimated 
accordingly. 

The use of vmmght iron instead of wood, aa a 
material for gun-carriages, has engaged the atten- 
tion of the Ordnance Department. The durability 
of this material for gun-carriages, especially for 
a country which may expect to enjoy such long 
periods of peace, that wooden ones would decay 
before bein^ required for use, justifies their trial 
under all circimistances of exposure, and I have 
directed the proper experiments to be made for 
determining the fitness of wrought iron for the 
purpose. ~ 

The subject of mounting, in certain positions 
covering narrow channels, gvna of lai^e caliber 
to throw hollow projectiles of great diameter and 
weight, containing sufficient charges of powder 
to render a single one destructive to any vessel 
into which it may penetrate, has been examined 
in connection with the relative efficien<nr and de- 
stmetivenesa of such guns an3 those of tne largest 
of our adopted calibers. Experiment can alone 
determine whetlier it is advisable or not tQ adopt 
the proposed inciease of caliber, and to what 
extent, and special estimates will be made for the 
purpose. 

In order to simplify our field artillery, and at 
the same time to increase the range and power of 
that arm, preparation is in progress for trial, by 
the light artillery companies, of four batteries of 
light 13-poundera. These guns are to be piade 
to take tne same ammunition as our present 13- 
pounders, and also to be light enough to be readily 
managed, under the circumstances of service, 
where 6-pounder batteries are now used. It is 
intended to have, for general use, but the one 
piece for field artillery; and for positions requiring 
artillery, where a gun of that weight cannot be 
carried, to use the iS-pounder mountain howitzer. 

The experiments on gun metal which have 
been carried on by the Ordnatfcc Department for 
some years past, and the results of which have 
recently been published, have done much to im- 
prove the quality of our cannon, and the work 
contains Tatuoble information on the sabiect of 
which it treats. It is quoted and favorably no- 
ticed in a late English work " on the physical 
conditions involved in the construction of artil- 
lery, and causes of the destruction of cannon in 
service." One of the author's remarks, refer- 
ring to our ordnance reports, is, that " the United 
States ordnance, has really done more to ad- 
vance experimefUiUly the art of manufacturii^ 
ifejtannon than all the European services together, 
^hese experiments have been directed to the 
determination of the ultimate cohesion of gun 
metal, and did not take into consideration the in- 
jury sustained by cannon from the continued 
repetition of the ordinary strains of service 
charges. They should be pursued further for 
investigation in regard to extension prior to rup- 
ture, by les^ strains than are requisite to pro- 
duce it. The information- already acquired on 
this subject would bo much more valuable to the 
Government if we had a national foundery, where 
it could be applied to practical use. Further in- 
vestigation might also be made with more fitcility 
and accuracy at such an estabUshmeiit, and I 
renew the recommendation, heretofore repeatedly 
made, for the proper legislation to authorize its 
construction. 

The operations at the national armories have 
been restricted to the completion of new models 
for small arms; the alterations of old models to 
long range, rifled arms, and to the preparation 
requisite for the exclusive manufacture of the 
adopted new model, of which many of the parts 
have been fabricated. This model, which is 
common in its general princq>Iea to all our small- 
arms, is a rided arm (snch as is commonly called 
the Minis rifle) witii the improvement of a lock 
after Maynard's _^an, Belf-|>riming when used 
with the Maynara*s primer, and as well adapted 
to use with the percussion cap as the ordinary 
percussion lock. The alteration of fiint lock to 
rifled arms with the self-priming lock has been 
eflTectcd to the limited extent wnioh the mesns 
available for the purpose would allow. The 
results of trials witn tnese arms leave no doubt 
of the propriety of the measure, which I hereto- 
fore recommended, of alteruig all the old model 
arms of the United States, iaduding those dis- 



tributed to Slates and Territories, by converting 
them into rifled arms with the percussion, aeli- 
priming lock, so as to make them conform to the 
new model. The ailments then advanced in 
favor of granting the authority aijd means for 
executing this measure have lost none of their 
force by subsequent reflection and experience. 
The propriety of using only the beet and most 
effecttve arms is obvious. With a population 
accustomed to the use of arms, familiar with and 
competent to judge of their merits or defects, the 
moral efTectoi feeling themsclvea inferior in their 
armament and equipment would be disastrous. 

The only point, then, which remains for con- 
sideration, ia whether the improvements can be 
applied to our presentarms so as to give to them the 
desired efficiency. The importance of the improve- 
ments and the susceptibility of our arms to receive 
them, arc not mauera of theory or speculation, 
but have been proved by acmal tx'ai. It is not 
proposed to hasten inconsiderately to the adoption 
of a scheme of questionable advantage, but of one 
which has undergone various and repeated tests 
in our own and in other countries, and the merits 
of which have been practically establislied. New 
models of small-Mis, with the improvements 
before mentioned, fflive been completed; and the 
alteration of arms of the old model, so as to apply 
to them all the modern- improvements, has been 
commenced, and has progressed far enough to 
show conclusively that they can be made equal 
in efficiency to toose of the new model. There 
is in the United States anenals, and in possession 
of the States, upwards of 4lalf a million of these 
arms, which have cost between six and seven 
millions of doUara. In their present condition 
diey are very inferior to the improved arms, and 
in order to be made properly efficient and service- 
able they must be altered. ' It will be remembered 
that, for many yean past, this Government has 
steadily, and at great cost, been filling our 
arsenals with arms of superior queility, according 
to any then known standards. Recent improve- 
ments have rendered these arms relatiTelyinftrior, 
but fortunately we need not lose the fruit of our 
previous labors. In a short time, witli adequate 
means, we may apply to our present stock of 
arms these recent improvements, and thub rapidly 
and satisfactorily give to them the greatest known 
military efficiency. The propriety of the measure 
being demonstrated, its execution becomes a 
mere question of time. Shall it be done as 
rapidly as practicable, or linger on through the 
long period of time which will be required to do 
the work with the ordinary appropriation? 

The rapid accomplishment of this work has 
the advantage of being more economical, for it la 
obvious that as the number of arms altered in a 
given time is increased, the prorata cost is dimin- 
ished, to which is to be added another and more 
important consideration, that of being prepared 
at the earliest period to meet any emei^ency. 

Reports of experiments by the ordnance de- 
partment, with -tne improved small-arms, have 
oeen printed and distributed for the use of the 
Army and militia; to the latter in the proportion 
of their distributive share of arms, oa fixed by 
law.' The difl!usion among the Tolunieer and 
the militia troops of the information therein con- 
tained respecting tiie improved arms will enable 
them to leam their powers and understand theo- 
retically their use in anticipation of having such 
weapons furnished to them. But to give them 
a practical knowledge of improved smsli-arms 
tiiey should be placed in their bands for purposes 
of instruction in time of peace, and to this end I 
renew the recommendation heretofore made for 
an appropriation which will enable the Govern- 
ment to .alter the small-arms heretofore issued to. 
the ^ates for the use of the militia, so aa to make 
them conform to the improved model which has 
been sdopted for the United States service. And 
it is also recommended that the attention of Con- 
gress be called to the necessity of providing by 
law a better system of accountability for eurms 
furnished by the (General Government to the 
States 

From the failure of inventors and patentee* 
to deliver the Isreech-Ioading arms which were 
ordered for trial, it has not been possible yet to 
make the practical tesu which are necessary to 
ascertain ".the best brees^-Ioading ri^,*'^ or 

Digitized by VjOOg IC 



S4 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



[December I* 



34th Cono....3d Sesv 



Report of the Secretary of War, 



Senatc 8c Ho. or Reps. 



irhetherany of those which, onpreliminaryexam- 
ination, presumed to be useful, will be found after i 
tri&l in the field worthy of being adopted into the ; 
military service. I 

The District of Columbia armory baildtng will 
■oon be completed, at a cost not axeeeding the 
appropriation, which it will be remembered did 
not include furniture for the building, nor the 
improvement of the adjacent grounds. 

Sites have been selected for the new arsenals 
in Texas, New Mexico, and Washington Terri< 
tory, for which appropriations were made at the 
last session of Congress, and measures have been 
aken to secare valid titles thereto, ax recjuired by 
law, before commencing the needful butldinga. 

A greater concentration of the operations of 
the Ordnance Department, so far as respects 
ansnols of construction , is desirable. To confine 
such vorks to four principal arsenals — one at the 
North and one at the Soutti, in the Atlantic States; 
a third in the West, on the Mississippi, or at a 
point convenient for the transportaiion of its pro- 
ducts to that river; and a fourth on the Pacific 
coast — will secure the advantages of greater uni- 
formity and economy in constructing, and at the 
same time afTord practical instruction to the 
officers and enlisted men in ^tbc various duties 
of this branch of the military service. This may 
be done without reducing the number of arsenals 
of dsposit, or interftirin^ with the establishment 
of others at desirable positions, the purpose being 
merely 16 restrict construction to the four prin- 
cipal arsenals Iscated as above stated. Of the 
present arsenals, on^certainly, the Wstervliet 
Arsenal, inNew York, and another, probablythe 
North Carolina Arsenal, at Fayeiteville, may be 
used as arsenals of construction. These, with 
the arsenal just begun at Benicia, California, may, 
by proper additions to their present buildings, 
work-snops, machinery, and other means Tor 
storage and fhbrication, be made three of the 
constiuelinE arsenals. 

The pobfic land pertaining to the arsetial at Bt. 
Z«ouis 18 too contracted to bo suitable for this 
purpose, for which in all other respects it would 
answer well. The remaining arsenal of construc- 
tion should, therefore, be built on a suitable site 
to be selected for iho purpose. To effect this 
desirable arrangement will re<^uirc legislation 
appropriating means for increasmg the capacity 
of these arsenals^ if selected from those already 
existing, and for their construction if tfasy ore to 
be built. 

Our Hea^«iBat fitrtificatione, Ae condition of 
which is described in the report of the chief engi- 
neer, have been in steady progress during the 
patt year, but much yet remains to be done be- 
fore many of the most important works will be 
completed according to the plane adopted. 

Whatever may have been the opinion in regard 
to the value of fortifications for harbor defense, it 
Is believed that recent events have fully demon- 
strated their suiReiency. The failure of the form- 
idable naval armaments of the Allies against the 
fortified places in the Kack sea and the Baltic 
would seem to show conclusively that properly- 
constructed fortificationsare asm reliance against 
the most formidable ISeets, whilst these operations 
at the same time exhibit tlic ability with which a 
maritime nation may, from a condition of pro- 
found peace, fit out expeditions of great magni- 
tude to operate on a distant enemy. Remoteness 
from the great naval Powers of the world can, 
Iherefbre, no longer be considered as giving to 
our commercial cities immunity from the danger 
of a sudden descent; they may, however, it is 
seen, be adequately protected by proper preponi- 
lion, but sucli preparation requires time for its 
ACGompUabment. Fortificatioos,in order to insure 
'their rull efficiency, are not the work of a ikw 
weeks or months, but often of many years. Bat- 
teries hastily constructed may be useful as auxil- 
iaries to more important defenses, but they should 
seldom be relied on alone. When itis necessary 
to resort to such temporary works it would be 
cosy to show that these defensesare (hr less eco- 
nomical than permanent works in cost of con- 
struction, in the smount of the necessary arma- 
ment, and in the number of men required for their 
■erriee. indeed, this will be obvious to anyone 
whd has, by cxamioation of a permanent fort, 
conpmd tu easy management and ike rapidity 



and efficiency of fire of its heavy guns with those 
that must be used behind a hasuly-constructed 
breastwork, and particularly where rapid firing 
sgainst a moving oody is required. 

The defenses of many of our most important 
sea-ports, which are still inadequately protected, 
can be properly effected only bv liberal and 
regular grants from Congress for the completion 
of^ ^he works already under construction, and for 
the commencement of such new ones as it is 
proposed to erect. Economy of construction 
will be promoted by the appropriation of sums as 
large as can be judiciously applied within the 
year, and earlier efficiency will be attained, as 
the works may thus be brought sooner to a state 
of completion; therefore, the estimates for the 
next yeiur have been prepared with a view to 
hasten the completion of all the most important 
works now nnaer construction. 

During the late war in Europe a commission 
of officers of the Army was sent out, with your 
approbation, to use the opportunity afforded by 
extensive military preparations and movements 
of troops, to collect information which might be 
usefVil in our service. The commission, com- 
posed of three officers of different corps, visited 
the scenes of operations in the northern and 
southern parts of^ Russia, and many military es- 
tablishments in England, France, Prussia, and 
Aastria. In Russia tluy were received with the 
most courteous liberality, and every faciliiy 
which their time allowed was extended to them 
for accomplishing their object. They did not 
obtain access to places actually besieged, but, 
they were permitted to examine the extensive 
and interesting fortifications of Cronstadl, before 
which an allied fleet was then lying. And at St. 
Petcrsburgh and Moscow they visited the camps, 
barracks, military schools, hospitals, and arse- 
nals. At Warsaw and in its vicinity they had 
an opportunity of seeing fortifications of great 
extent, constructed on the modem system* of the 
Russian engineers, who hare acquired deserved 
celebrity by the skill and energy displayed in the 
protracted defense of Sebastopof. 

The English Government, " trusting to the 
honor of officers," freely permitted the commis- 
sion to visit their camp in the Crimea; but the 
conditions at that time stipulated by the French 
authorities, in according a like permission, could 
not then be acceded to by the commission with- 
out giving up other important objects. On ar- 
riving in the Crimean short time oner the retreat 
of the Russians frolfi the south side of the har^ 
bor of Sebastopol, the commission met with flj 
hospitable reception and kind assistance from the 
commanders and other officers of the English and 
Sardinian armies. Their visit to the Crimea at 
this time enabled them to see the camp arrange- 
ments, troops, and siege-works of the allies, and 
also to examine the fortifications of Sebastopol 
in the state in which they were left after the last 
assault. Here, and at Constantinople, the ar- 
rangements for the transportation and subsist- 
ence of the troops, and for the core of the sick 
and wounded in the field and in permanent hos- 
pitals, also came under their nodce. , * 

In returning from the East, they examined, 
with the courteous permission of the Govern- 
ments, many of the Prussian and Austrian mili- 
tary establishments, fortifications, arsenals, and 
other manufactories, military schools and bar- 
racks of the various corps of troops. }n pass- 
ing through Belgium, they visited the Govern- 
ment foundery for cannon, and some of the manu- 
fhctories of small-arms at Liege; and in entering 
France, they bad opportunities of seeing some 
of the pmiupat foitifiealiona, arsenals, and dock- 
yards. 

The commission returned home in April last, 
after an obsenco of a year. The preparation of 
their detailed report is delayed by the necessity 
of assigning some of the officers to other duty; 
but it will probably be completed before the end 
of the ^iproacfaing session of Congress. 

The Military Academy continues successfully 
to perform its high'mission. It is steadily ad- 
vancing in all which facilitates thorough instruc- 
tion; and whilst its purpose is mainly the educa- 
tion of warrant officers, to prepare them for the 
responsibilities of the higher grades, its benefits 
are coeztennre with the Union, and its infioence 



felt in all the pursuits of our country. The mode 
of appointment prevents its advantages fVom ever 
bein^ confined to any class of society, to any 
political party or geographical section ; and, as it 
IS the firet step in the military ladder, (he Army 
is thus fbrnishcd with a body of officers who 
represent the whole country, and who, by being 
reared on its service, may be expected to feel for 
the country as a whole, and in any and every 
contingency, to prove a reliable bulwark for the 
common defense. Since the oi^onization of the 
Academy, in 1802, it has steadily expanded 
with the increasing growth of the country, and 
the requirements of the institution have long 
since changed it from its original character of nn 
engineer station, and made it on important post 
of the Army, at which every arn>, and a great 
majority of the re^menta, are repreaented, in 
the persons of their officers. In the mean time, 
a demand for engineer officers in surveys and 
works of construction has not permitted the 
corps of engineers to furnish more than a small 
portion of uie officers selected for duty at the 
Academy. Thus, it will be^seen, from the 
necessity of the case, that the condition of tho 
Academy has long since ceased to conform to the 
terms of the law for its establishment, as was 
more specifically set forth in my last anoaal 
report. 

Tor more detailed information I nttr to tha 
annual report of the Board of YUitors, and to 
the report of the Chief Engineer, who, by his 
office, IS also inspector of the Acad|my. 

The notary roads in the various Territories 
provided for by dcts sf Congress have been 
steadily progressing; some are now completed, 
and work on them terminated ; others are under 
contract, or in charge of officers, and will be 
prosecuted as the means placed at the disposal 
of the Department will admit. Experience thtia 
far obtained has demonstrated that in all eases 
except where the location is in a prairie coontry, 
the appropriations will prove inadequate to com- 
plete the roads in a substantial manner. 

This remark especially applies to the Territo- 
ries of Washington, Oregon, and Minnesota; it 
is readily accounted for in the first two by the 
rugged mounteuns, deep and rapid streams, and 
tho unusually heavy forest found throughout that 
region ; in the last, on account of the great length 
of^the roads, the heavy forest, and the number 
of streams to be bridged. For their completion 
on the scale originally contemplated, ndiutional 
means will be required. 

By act of Congress, dated Febniwy 17, 1855, 
(10,000 'was appropriated for cutting out the 
timber on the road from Port Ripley, via Crow 
Wing river, to the main road leading to the Red 
river of the North. The location of the route, 
as indicated, was found circuitous and objection- 
able. Under the circumstance it was considered 
the duty of the Department to suspend all action 
on this road, until Congress could so modify tha 
terms of the law as to admit of the money being 
expended along the most advantageous line. 
Such a modification is recommended. 

An appropriation of f3D,000 was made Feb- 
ruary 6, 1855, for the construction of the road from 
the Great Falls of the Missouri, to intersect the 
road leading from Walla Walla-so Puget Sound. 
The sum was entirely inadequate to efieet tha 
object as on independent measure, and the De- 
partment contemplated using itin connection with 
the movementof a body of troops from the upper 
Missouri to the valley of the Columbia river; but 
the unexpected demand created by the hostilities 
in Washuigton and Oregon Territories, rendered 
it necessary to dispatch the troops designed for 
this service, by another and speedier route. It 
has, therefore, not been possible advantageously 
to expend the appropriation, and the work haa 
not been commenced. 

The general rola wbieh I have adopted and 
insisted upon when a new appropriation nas been 
made for a specific object, as for the construction 
of a road between two named points , is to determ- 
ine upon a plan for 'the work according to the 
scale indicated by the amount appropriated; and 
if it be evidently impossible upon any plan which 
can be derised, to accomplish the proposed object 
with the means eonfeired, then to delay the 
comnencenent of the work) and report tlie fact, 
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that either an additional appropriation may be 
made, or the work be abandonea. This rule, of 
course, baa no application to those annual appro- 
priations which are made aa parts of the estimate 
originally presented for the completion of a work 
fbr whicn many years of continuous operation 
would be necessarily required. 

The appropriations for the harbor an4 river 
works, mtrusted to the Corps of Topographical 
En^neers, are so nearly exhausted that, with a 
Tery few exceptions, the operations upon them 
cannot be continued, yet they nearly all remain 
unfinished. 

In carrying into effect the law of 1853, making 
Mpropriations for various internal improvements, 
the Department has endeavored with etxh appro- 
priation to complete tiu improvement for which 
It was made, bat the means have been ^erally 
found so insufficient as to render this impracti- 
cable; and I recommend that these unfiniahed 
works, for the continuation of which there are no 
adequate means with the material and small bal- 
uice of money on hand, be turned over to the 
local authorities of each place where construc- 
ttona have been commenced, that they may be 
completed by means to be derived from those 
most immediately interested. 

Dredge boats have been built from appro - 

g notions for each of the northern lakes, except 
uperior, and when appropriations for the im- 
provements on a lake are exhausted, the boat is 
not considered transferable for operations else- 
where, and tlu Department is left without means 
for its custodyand occasional repair. Their pecu- 
liar construction rendering them of little value for 
an^ other purpose than that for which they were 
onginally designed, it is not found possible to 
realize by their sali more than a smiall fhiction 
of their original cost. It is recommended that 
authority be conferred on the Secretary of War 
to tnnsiw these boats into any lake for the im- 
provement of which there may beavAilable means; 
and further, when no lon^^r required for public 
purpose, to authorize their use by any town , cor- 
poration, or company, under such regulaiions 
and conditions as will secure their return to the 
United iStatea in good order whenever they may 
be again required. 

The survey of the northwestern lakes has pro- 
gressed during the past season on a scale com- 
mensurate wiui the appropriations for that object; 
and the value of the work, and the creditable 
manner in which it has beeh performed, are 
evinced by the high a^reciation in which the 
charts are held by the navigators of the lakes. 
The necessity for exact knowledge of these in- 
land seas, wnich form an exposed part of our 
frontier, is too obvious to require elucidation. 

For more detailed information on the condition 
of these several works, reference is made to the 
report of the colonel of Topo^^phical Engineers. 

A report is herewith submitted from the office 
of this Department connected with the explora- 
tions moide to ascertain the most praeUcable route 
for a railroad to the PBeiAe^ to which I refer for 
a iletailed account of the duties performed in that 
relation during the past year. 

My lost annual report contains a brief reference 
to the principal results of the erplorations and 
surveys made during that year in connection with 
the routes near the Uiirty-fifLh and thirty-second 
parallels, and between the Gila and Rio Grande. 
fThe report of the officer chained with these duties 
shows the proposed railroad line between the bay 
of San Francisco and the plain of Los Angeles to 
be an eminently practicable route. Itocftupies the 
Taller of the out JosS and Salinaa riysra» crosses 
the »uita Lucia mountains near San Lais Obis- 
po, traverses the rolling country adjacent to the 
coast as far as Tree Alamos river, and ihence to 
the mouth of the Gaviote creek, either passes 
along the valley of Santa Inez river and the Ga- 
viote pass, or follows the coast, turning Point 
Conception. From the mouth of Qaviote creek 
it fbHows the shore line to San Buenaventura, 
and crosses the Santa Clara plain, the Lemi pass, 
and the San Fernando plain, to Los Angeles. 

The distance from San Jose, near the bay of 
San Francisco* to Los Angles, by the shortest 
line, isthree hundred and ninety-sixmiles. Two 
tunnels are proposed, each three qoarten of a 
mile in length ; om on the San Luis pais, throneb 



the Santa Lucia mountains, and the other in the 
Lemi pass. The 'estimated cost of Uiis route, 
including equipment, is |S0,823,750t or about 
|5S,600 per mile. 

A Ihvorable pass, leading from the valley of the 
Salinas river to the Tnlares valley, was discov- 
ered by this party, forming a good connection 
with the bay of San Franeisdo for the route of 
the thirty-fifni parallel. 

The results of the survey, it was formerly 
stated, have greatly improved the aspect of the 
first route surveyed between the Pimas villages, 
on the Gila, ana the Rio Grande, by changing 
the line, for nearly half the distance, from barren 
ground to cultivable valleys, and entirely avoid- 
ing a jomoda of eighty miles which occurs in that 
section. The route now follows the valleys of 
the Gila and San Pedro rivers to the mouth of 
the Arivaypa, a tributary of the San Pedro, dis- 
covered by this party; continues up that stream to 
its source ; urosses between Mount Graham and the 
Chiricahui mountains by a very favorable pass; 
proceeds in n direct course through the Peloncillo 
mountains, andjoins the former Une in the vicin- 
ity of Colonel' Cook's emigrant road. From this 

fioint to the Rio Grande, the route lies in the 
owest line of the depression which characterizes 
the plateau of the Siena Madre in this latitude, 
the mean elevation of which is about 4,400 feet 
^ove the level of theses, the summit being 4,600 
feet above that level. 

The maximum grade upon this route is 64.4 
feet per mile. The route for two thirds of the 
distance is represented as being most favorable 
for arailroad ; the remaining one third being nearly 
equally divided between ground of a rolling and 
mountainous character. 

The examinations of this party in reference to 
the practicability of procuring water show that 
it may be <^tained at suttable^istances, by com- 
mon wells and conduits supplied fVom permanent 
streams. In some locidities artesian wells might 
probably be resorted to successfully. 

The estimatedcost of the whole distance, three 
hundred and forty>five i^ileSj is $15,300,000, or 
about |44,000 per mile. 

This estimate, based upon a thorough reexam- 
ination of the ground and a close study of the 
subject by the officers in charge of the survey, 
coincides very nearly with that mode by the om- 
cer who presented the general revisory teport 
upon the firat explorations. 
It is deemed proper to call qjedal attention to 

4 is coincidence so strongly exhibiting the gen- 
al reliability of those esUmatea, because a mi- 
nority report made at the last session of Congress 
from a committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, characterized the estimates based on the 
reconnoifisances of the topographical engineers 
as unreliable^ and adduced to sustain that dispar- 
aging reflection the fhct, that on one of the lines 
explored, the preliminary estimate of the officer 
in charge greatly exceeded that which hejire- 
seoted after a further study of his observations 
in the field; this, too, being in disregard of the 
fkct that the first estimate was hastily made by 
the explorer to meet a pressing demand for his 
report, and was at the time stated by him to have 
been prepared in anticipation of the future ex- 
amination of -the data he had collected. In the 
remarks of the revising officer which accompanied 
the reports it was also pointed out that this esti- 
mate was probably largely in excess. 

Although the two lines between the Gila and 
Rio Grande, of which the estimated cost is so 
nearly alike, are over different rout^ a, the features 
of tbe ground, so for as they would affect the 
cost of construction of a railroad, are nearlyiden- 
tical; the advantages of the new line depending 
upon other considerationH already enumerated. 

Similar remarks may be applied to the esti- 
mated cost of the two routes between the plains 
of Los Angeles and San Francisco, though the 
coincidence thera is not so close, the character of 
the ground being such as would cause adifierence 
of expense in the road-bed forma'ion. In addition 
to his own results, the officer in command of this 
party has presented those of an insthimental 
Survey from San Diego bay, through Warner's 
f>a8s. to the Colorado desert, made under the 
auspices of the San Diego and GNIa Railroad 
Compaoy. 



The engineer of this company estimates the 
cost of a railroad on this route from San Diego 
to Port Yuma, distance 189.1 miles, ai*7,571,500, 
onehalf of this distance being estimated at |14,615 
per mile, and the other half at $65,085 per mile. 
These estimates are much less than those con- 
tained in the reports of the officera of this Depart- 
ment for routes passing over similar ground. 
Either standard of cost per mile, appliea to the 
routes from Fort Yuma to San Diego, and Fort 
Yuma to San Pedro, through the San Gorgonio 
Pass, gives about the same toul amount of cost 
for each route. The line to Son Diego forms the 
shortest route to the Pacific, the distances being 
from Fulton to San Diego 1,548 miles, and from 
Fulton to San Pedro 1,618 miles. If the final ter- 
minus of a Pacific railiroad is to be 3Ka Franciscoi 
the route through the San Goi^nio Pass to Svx 
Pedro is preferable to that to San Diwo, since tKa 
former port is about one hundred miles thenearer 
to San Francisco. 

The party directed to explore the country 
between the Sacramento and Columbia rivero, 
with a view to ascertain the practicability of con- 
necting-their valleys by a railroad, examined two 
routes, one oast, tj^other west of the Cascade 
ranee. 

The former accomplishes the passage of the 
western ohun of the Sierra Nevada by followiiw 
Pitt river. The route then traverses a sterile 
plateau, elevated from four to five thousand feet 
above the sea, to the head of the Des Chutes 
river. Serious obstacles t<^he construction of a 
railroad are encountered at Re two caSons of Pitt 
river, and near Upper Klamath lake, wood and 
Water are sufficiently abundant. The deep caffons 
in which the Des Chute river and its tributaries 
flow, render it impracticable for a railroad to follow 
its valley to the Columbia river. A practicable, 
although difficult, pass was examined tbroi^h 
the Cascade range, near DIbmond Beak,by which 
the road can reach the Willamette valley; the 
route through which to the Columbia, is very 
favorable to the construction of a railroad. The 
route west of the Cascade range is through the 
Willamette, Umpqua, Rogue River, and Shasta 
▼alleys. It proved to be more favorable than 
had been anbcipated, and had not the smallaess 
of the party, and its inability to obtain an escort 
during the existence of Indian hostilities, pre- 
vented lateral reconnoissances, it appears prob- 
able that a practicable line to Fort Reading 
would have been found traversing, for nearly the 
whole distance, a fertile and inhabited reckon. 

Between the Columbia river and Fort Lane, in 
Rogue Rivervalley, the Kalapooya mountains, the 
Umpqua mountains, and the Grave Creek hills, 
are the chief obstacles to the construction of a 
railroad. An excellent pass through the firat, 
and a difficult but practicable pass through the 
second, were surveyed. The Grave Credt hills, 
it is thought, can be turned. 

Information respecting a pass from Rogue river 
valley to the plateau east of the Cascade mount- 
ains,.makes it probable that an easy connection 
with the firat route examined may be made, and 
this will be especially important should the obsta> 
cles encountered between Fort 'Lane and Fort 
Reading be shown, by further examination, to be 
insurmountable. 

The pass examined through the Siskiyon 
mountains, which separate Rogue river and 
Shasta valley, was very unfovomble to the con- 
struction of a railroad. 

From Shasta vallcv to Fort Reading the route 
over the Scott and Trinity mountains is reported 
utterly impracticable. A fSeasible location between 
these places might be obtained by following the 
Sacramento valley. 

The route east of the Cascade range may be 
considered practicable. The total distance by it 
from Benicia to Vancouver is about eight hundred 
miles, of which only three hundr^ and fitly 
miles are in a fertile and setded region . The con- 
struction for about two hundred and fifty miles 
would be very difficult and costly; for the remain- 
der of the distance the work would be light. 

The principal advantage of a route west of the 
Cascade range would consist in its traversing a 
fertile and inhabited country. By the line sur- 
veyed, the total distance from Benicia to Van- 
, CDUver is nx hnndicd and mites, of arhich 
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five hundred would be easy of constnicUon, one 
hundred dil!icuU and co8tIy,and eighty so difficult 
and expensive as to be conside red impracticable. : 

Additiontd experiments have been made during 
llie past year, bp the party previoualy engagea, 
in testing the practicability of procuring water 
by means of artesian wells upon the Llano Eata- 
cado, and upon the table lands west of the Rio 
Grande. In the latter region the trial has not 
been prosecuted sufficiently far to admit of aatia- 
foctory conclusions. Tfaeworkupon the Llano, 
which had been suspended until additional tubing 
conid be procured, was resumed, and a well has 
been suqk to the depth of eight hundred and 
■ixty*one feet. At the depths of two hundred 
and forty-fire and six hundred and seventy-six 
feet, seams of pure and palatable water were laid 
open; the first rising in the well twenty-Bve feet; 
and the second to within one hundred and ten feet 
of the surface. As no water rose above this 
point, it has not yet been practically demonstrated 
that, in this region , there are subterranean streams 
which can be made to flow upon the surface; but 
nothine has been developed to change the,opiaion 
heretofore expressed that th&experipienT will be 
attended with success if p^Sbcated to the depth 
then contemplated br the Department. 

More detailed inn>rniation regarding the late 
operations will be found in the report from the 
office connected with these explorations. 

The well has been left in such condition that 
the boring may be continued from the point 
where it ceased, s||?uld future appropriations' 
admit the resumption of the work. 

The important results that may attend th^ 
aolution of this question, not only in connection 
with the construction of a railroad, bat also in 
the development of the resources which the coun- 
try may contain, have been already noticed in 
previous reports front this Department. 

The topographical surveys, carried on in con- 
nection with this work, have improved the loca- 
tion of that portion of the railroad route near the 
tbirty-second parallel east of the Rio Grande. 

Since the lost annual report the cargo of camels, 
thirty-two in number, then referred to as being 
expected, have been landed on the coastof Texas, 
ana taken into the iaterior of Uie country. Much 
time was required for their recovery from the 
effects of a long sea-voyage; and but little use 
has, therefore, been made of them in the trans- 
portation of supplies. On one occasion it is im- 
ported that a train, consisting of wagons and 
camels, was sent from Camp Verde to San An- 
tonio, a distance of sixty miles, over a road not 
worse than those usually found on the frontier; 
and the result, as given, is that the quantity 
brought back by six canlels (three thousand six 
hundred aod forty-eight pounds) was equal to 
the loads of two wagons drawn by six mules 
each, and the time occupied by the camels was 
two days and six hours; that by the wagon four 
days and thirty minutes. 

On another occasion (he capacity of the camel 
for traveling over steep acclivities and on muddy 
roads was tested with the most satisfactory result. 
Instead of making the ditow rendered necessary 
in the location of the road to avoid a ru^ed 
mountain, impracticable for wagons, the camels 
followed a trail which passed directly over it, and 
a heavy rain occurring whilst they were at the 
depot to vhich they bod been sent for aapfdies, 
die road was rendered so muddy that it was con- 
sidered impassable by loaded wagons. The train 
of camels were, nevertheless, loaded with an 
average of three hundred and twenty-three pounds 
each, and returned to their encampment, a dia- 
tanee of sixty miles, in two days — suffering, as 
it is r^wrted, no interruption or unusual fittigue 
from ue mud over which they passed, nor the 
torrents of rain which fell upon them. 

These testa fully realize the anticipations enter- 
tained of their usefulness in the transportation of 
military supplies. 

The experiment of introducing them into the 
climate of the United States has heen confined to 
. the southern frontier of Texas. Thus fcir the 
result is as favorable as the most sanguine could 
have hoped. Of thirty-four onimab imported 
two have diedfOne from aficideDtaliiiju^,aod the 
other IhMU eanse unknown. When it is remem- 
bered that this ia the year of their acclimation— 
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in a dimate subject to sudden and violent changes, 
and to the use by them of herbage very different 
from that of the countries from which they were 
imported — there is every reason to believe that as 
littie difficulty will be encountered in the acclima- 
tion of the camel as that of the horse or the ox. 

The Tery intelligent officer who was sent abroad 
to procure them, and who has remained in chai^^e 
of them, expresses entire confidence both of their 
great value for purposes of transportation, and of 
their adaptation to the climate of a large port of the 
United fiftatea. 

When we remember that the camel ms among 
the first beasts domesticated by man, it Aimishes 
ground for no little surprise that we should have 
remained down to the present day so little in- 
formed of its habitudes and physiology. The 
information which has been acquired in tne prog- 
ress of this experiment is of a highly interest- 
ing character, and must serve to dispel most of 
those apprehensions which were entertained when 
it was lirst proposed to introduce camels into the 
United Stntes for military purposes. By the 
kindness of the Secretary of the Navy^ I have 
been again permitted to freight a storesoip on its 
return voyage from the Mediterranean with 
another cargo of these animals, to be purchased 
from the unexpended balance of the appropria- 
tion. Lieutenant D. D. Porter, of the Navy, 
commanding, was charged with the duty of pro- 
curing them; and it is expected that another ship- 
ment of about forty in number will be landed 
during the present winter on the coast of Texas, 
and sent up to the encampment where those for- 
merly obtamed are now located, when we shall 
have for practical test about seventy animals. 

The construction of the Capitol extension has 
advanced as rapidly as the supply of marble 
would permit. The building is roofed in, the 
ceilings of the Representatives and of the Senate 
Chamber are completed, and the interior finish is 
begun. 

Several committee rooms have been finished, 
andothers, though not yet painted, have been tem- 
porarily occupied by committees, in consequence 
of the deficiency of room in the old building. 
The decoration of these rooms was Uius deferred, 
to be resumed daring the recess of Congress. 

The vast quantity of marble for the porticoes, 
in which there are a hundred columns, wiD 
require at least two seasons for its delivery; but 
the occupation of the building need not be de- 
layed until the completion of these porticoes. As 
soon as the main body of the wings is complet^^ 
which, including the ventilating and heatin? 
apparatus^ it is expected will be accomplished 
during the next summer, the building may be 
occupied. 

In mj last annual report, and in communica- 
tions since made in answer to resolutions of 
Congress, it was announced that specimens of 
'painting and decoration, of encaustic tile floor- 
ing! of cast iron window and door casings, had 
been prepared for the inspection of Congress, and 
that other improvemenu on the origmid plan 
were contemplated. 

It was then stated; that if this higher style of 
finish was adopted, the cost of the building must 
be proportionallyincreased. And,as the original 
plan and estimate was for the lower style of finish 
found in the main building, it was deemed proper 
to submit to Congress for decision the question 
of cboogiog the style to the higher standnid of 
the present state ofarcbiteotural skill; and it was 
suggested that improvements might be introduced 
to a greater or less extent, as Congress might 
provide. Awaiting the decision of this question, 
no further appropriation for the Capitol extension 
was presented in the annual estimates of this 
Department. Duriifgthe seesion, and with the 
underatanding that it was the will of Congress 
that the h^her style of finish should beintrowiced 
into the whole building, an estimate for the current 
year's expenditure was transmitted to Conmss, 
and an appropriation was made in accordance 
with it. 1 have this year caused estimates to be 
made on the hypothesis that the building is to be 
completed, both as to material and workmanship, 
so as to conform throughout to those parts whieh 
have already been constructed; and it appears 
that tiie additional sum, which will thus be 
requiredi is two niUiom one hundred thounnd 
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dollars, of which a portion is asked in Uie annual 
estimate for the next fiscal year. 

The work upon the new dome, suspended 
during the session of CongreS3,haa been resumed. 

The machinery for the removal of the masonry 
of the old dome and construction of the new has 
been erected, and the old dome has been com- 
pletely demohshed. 

Great care is necessary in forming upon the 
old walls the foundations to support the iron work; 
and the means adoj)ted and described in the re- 
port of the offlcer in charge seem well adapted to 
msure success. 

The design which was originally adopted by 
Congress appears to have been in advance of a 
study of its details and an estimate of its cost. 
Inquiries by committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and to which the Department replied, 
indicated a probable change in the plan of the 
dome; and under these circumstances it has been 
deemed advisable to await further action. There- 
fore no estimate is presented by this Dcpartmeat 
for the continuation of that structure, as th« 
amount that will be required most depend upon 
the plan to be executed. 

The continuation of the General Post Office 
building has been urged as rapidly as the supply 
of materials allowed . A large part of the cellara 
and basement story is constructed, and much 
marble has been worked, and is ready to be set 
in the upper stories as soon as the granite to 
complete the basement is received. 

Tne workmanship of the PosiMSce and Cs^ 
itol extensions is such as to reflect credit npoo 
the mechanics of our country. 

These buildings prdbuse to be enduring;^ mon- 
uments of the present stata of the arts m the 
United States. 

The work upon ^e Washington aqueduct was 
suspended in July for the want of means; and 
the appropriation made in August did not, on 
account of the season, then allow of, if indeed it 
was intended for, a resumption of operations. 

The terms of ^at appropriation, as construed 
by the Department, limited its applicauon to the 
payment of existiner liabilities and the preserva- 
tion of the work. The doubt thus su^esled as 
to the future policy of Cong^rcss in r^renoe.to 
the fltrtberproaeeution of the work has prevented 
me from submittiogan estimate for that purpose. 

Every interruption in the progress of construc- 
tion must increase its final cost, and be attended by 
loss, both to the Government and the contractors. 
Therefore, should it be decided to complete the 
aqueduct, it is believed that true economy would 
be promoted by granting sufficient means to un- 
dertake the whole work at the same time. For 
further information in rehttion to the Capitol and 
Post Office extensions, and the construction of 
the aqueduct, I reftr to the report of the officer 
who 1ms chatge of, and has so ably and aatic&e- 
torily conducted them. 

Attention is invited to the necessity for Anther 
legislation to' improve the condition and render 
more perfect the instruction of the militia force 
of the United States. This subject has claimed 
the attention of many of your illustrious prede- 
cessors, and has been in the most urgent terms 
presented to the consideration of Congress at 
various times, beginning with Ae first year in the 
existence of our constitutional Union; but little 
has been done for the practical advancement of an 
object which, in the language of President Wash- 
ington, ** is abundantly ui%ed by its own impor- 
tance." It is rather to be reared, judging by the 
irregular and very defective returns received at 
this Department, Uiat the militia system is falling 
into disuse. This would seenf to indicate a defeci 
in the oi;ganization, aod a necessity for farther 
action by Coiwess; that body, in the langui^ 
of President Jcfferaon, when speaking of the 
state of the militia in 1808, "atone having the 
power to produce a uniform state of preparation 
in this great organ of defense." 

Durinethe past year, books of tactical instruc- 
tion ana of experiments in the firing of small 
arms at the long ranges attained by modem im- 
provements have been issued to the States for the 
use of the militia. A neiir addition of the Army 
regulations, which will soon be published, it is 
designed to distribute in like nuumer; and it is 
mommendad that|fBVimon4{ejnilieJ^ wBl 
Digitized by VjQOQlC 
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enable the Department to supply such text books 
as will give to the militia the means of acquiring 
the necessary information in respect to the various 
duties of troops in the field, all of which is requi- 
site that Congress may fully provide for the use 
ofthe militia, « to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrecticm, and repel inxaaion," as 
empowered by the Coaititutioa. To use the lan- 
guage of President J^rson, in his lost annual 
messa^, '* the extraordinary character of the 
-times in which we live" impresses with more 
than usual force the necessity for a thorough or- 
eanizRtion of the militia, described by President 
Washington " as the natural defense of the coun- 
try, the most effectual ae well as economical 
preserratrre of peace." The use of the Army 
and Navy for the preservation of domestic order 
is for many reasons objectionable, and should only 
be resorted to when the peculiar necessities of 
the case shall justify it. Should the civil author- 
ities, aided by a posse, at anv time be insuffident 
to eofbrce obedience to the laws, the nature of 
our institutions seem to indicate as the next step 
the employment of the militia. The authority 
conferred to employ the Army and Navy was not 
granted in the first instance, but, after a lapse of 
years, was added to that for the employment of 
the militia, and would seem to be the remedy for 
such extraordinary cases as justify a resort to the 
additional means granted; but the occurrence of 
such cases rauet, in no small degree, depend upon 
the perfection of the oiganication and discipline 
of the militia. 

Since my last annual report the unhappy con- 
dition of affairs in the Territory of Kansas 
diverted the troops stationed there from the cam- 
paign in which it was designed to employ them 
against the Cheyennes Indians, and devolved 
' upon them the delicate and most ungracious task 
or intervening to suppress insurrectionary move- 
ments by citizens of the United States against 
the organized government of the Territory. To 
maintain the supremacT of law, and to Bustain 
the regularly-constitutea authorities of the Gov- 
ernment, they were eompeUed to take the field 
against uose whom it is their habit to regard not 
only with feelings of kindness, but with protect- 
ive care. Enei^y, tempered wiUi fprbearance 
and firmness, directed by more than ordinary 
Juitouent, has enabled them to check civil strife, 
andto restore order and tranquillity without shed- 
ding one drop of blood. 

In aid ofthe civil authorities they have arrested 
Tiolators of the peace, have expelled lawless 
bands from the Territory, and; vigilantly guard- 
ing its borders, have met and disarmed bo<ues of 
men organized^ armed, equipped, and advaneing 
for a^ressive invasion, whilst the actual use or 
their own weapons had been reserved for the 
common enemies ofthe United States. 

I concur in the high commendation which the 
commanding general of the department of the 
West bestows on Lieutenant Colonel Cooke, 
commanding in the fi^d, and to the officers and 
men who have thus satisfactorily performed the 
disagreeable duty which was imposed upon them; 
and I am sure they could receive no more grate- 
ful reward than an exemption from the future 
performance of such duty, and the assurance that 
their labors have eontribated to the tranquillity 
and prosperity of the country in which they are 
stationed. Upon notice from the executive of 
the Territory that peace has been restored, the 
troops have been withdrawn from the field, and 
returned to winter quarters. 

I have the honor to bctvery mpectflilly, your 
obadient servant, 

J£FF*N DAVIS, StcrOmrf if Wmr. 

To the PaKsniEirT of the United States. 
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NsTT DuAKTHurr, Decmhtr 1, 1856. ■ 
Sia; I have the honor to submit the annual 
report from this Department, showing the duties 
perform^ by the several squadrons, Uw present 
condition of the service, with recommsndations 
of further l^islation. 

■QOABRONS. 

Th« itew steam tUffate W^Mvh, Captain ^»4- 
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erick En^e, the flag-ship, the sloops of war Sara- 
toga, Commander E. Q.TiUon, and Cyane, Com- 
mander R. G. Robb, form the home squadron, 
which is still under the command of Commodore 
Hiram Paulding. To this force the steamer Ful- 
ton will again w added so soon as repaired suffi- 
ciently for service. The frigate Potomac, recently 
the fl^-ship of this sauadron, has, since my last 
report, been put out of commission, and her crew 
and moat or her officers tamnsferred to the Wa- 
bash. 

This «hip, with Commodore Paulding on 
board, having visited San Juan del Norte, for 
which place she sailed from New York on the 
SSth of November, 1855, for the purposes men- 
tioned in the last report, arrived at Havana on 
the 20tb January, in company with the Fulton, 
which bad also been dispatched to San Juan. 
On the SSd of March they were joined by th& 
Saratoga and Cyane, which had been on a cruise 
among the Windward Islands. The squadron, 
aftermaking a short cruise, separated; the flag- 
ship in eompany with the' Saratoga running 
down to windward as far aa St. Thomas, whence 
the Potomao sailed toEey West,andthe Saratoga, 
to San Juan, and thence to Aspinwall, where she 
arrived July 33, and has been stationed for the 

Surpose of protecting our interests in that region, 
he will soon be relieved by the Cyane, which 
sailed from Boston on the 5th of November. 
"Diis latter vessel, after separating from the 
squadron at Havana, and making a cruise in the 
Gtilf of Mexico, arrived at Boston on Uie 9th of 
August, to which port she returned on the ITth 
October, afler having been to the eastward us far 
asSt. John's, Newfoundland, TheFulton having 
visited Belize and the Bay of Islands, looking 
in at Key West, proceeded to Washington, and 
arriving there on the 30th of June, was tempdra- 
rily put out of commission. 

It having been represented that American cit- 
izens were arrested by a foreign naval force in 
their progress across the Isthmus, at San Juan 
del Norte, orders were issued to Commodore 
Paulding, on the 13th of Ma]r,to proceed to that 
port immediately. With a view to dispatch, the 
Commodore's nag was transftrced to the steam 
frigate Susquehanna, Captain J, R. Sands, then 
fitted out for the Mediterranean. The delicate 
and important investigation was prosecuted at 
San Juan by Commodore Paulding, with com- 
mendable zeal and prudence. The circumstances 
which gave rise to temporary misapprehension 
were satisfactorily explained, and Commodore 
Paulding returned to the Potomac, at Key West, 
after looking in at Aspinwall. Tiw Susquehanna 
proceeded thence to the Mediterranean. 

Hie Wabash hft Philadelphia on a trial tnp 
on the Bth of September, for New York, whence, 
having taken onboard her supplies, she proceeded 
to Portsmouth, New Hampshire. At this place 
she rec^ved on board the President ofthe United 
States, and conveyed him to Annapolis, Mary- 
land. She sailed from New Yoric on the SSth of 
November for Aspinwall. 

The Brazil squadron. Commodore French For- 
rest, consists of the flw-sh^, the frigate St. Law- 
rence, Captain J. B. Hull, now on her way out, 
and the sloop of war Germantown, Commander 
William F. Lynch, for whosie return to the Uni- 
ted States orders were sent on the 31st of October. 
It is designed that the sloop of war Falmouth 
shall join the squadron in a few weeks. The 
frigate Savannah, Commodore Samuel Mercer, 
late the flog-sbtp, for whose return orders were 
•ent out on Uia loth of July, arrived at New York 
on tlu 97dL of November. The brir Bainbridge, 
which, till lately formed a part of this squadron, 
returned to Norfolk, Virginia, on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, under the command of Lieutenant C. F. 
M. Spotewood. The store-ship Relief, Lieuten- 
ant Commanding J. W. Cooke, returned to New 
York on the 13th of July, and sailed again for the 
station on the 6th of S^tember, with stores for 
the squadron. Nothine of material interest has 
occurred on the Brazil station during the past 
year, although the vessels have bewi actively 
cruising. 

Commander T. J. Page, having completed the 
survey of the river La Plata and its diffet«nt 
affluents, returned with the United States steamer 
Water WUctt t9. the United State8ftent«)iii|; the 
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port of Washington on the 8th of May Ust. 
The very interesting accompanying synoptical 
report of^Commander Page gives fu 11 information 
of the course ofthe surveys, the charts of which 
are now being prepared for publication.. 

The Mediterranean squaoron, Commodore S. 
L. Breese, consists of the flag-ship, the frigate 
Congress, Commander Thomas T. Craven; the 
sloop of war Constellation, Captain Charles H. 
Bell; the steam frigate Susquehanna, Captain J. 
R. Sands. This last vessel joined the squadron 
in July. The sieam frigate Saranac, Captain J. 
C. Long, which had been on the station nearly 
three years, returned to the United States on the 
SSth of June, arriving at Philadelphia. The store- 
ship Supply, Lieutenant Commanding I^vid D. 
Porter, is in the Mediterranean, still engaged in 
special service under the War Department. The 
vessels of this squadron have shown the flog at 
' many ports in the Mediterranean where Amer- 
ican commerce makes its appearance. 

The African squadron. Commodore Thomas 
Crahbe, is composed of the fiog-ship, the sloop 
of war Jamestown, Commander James H. Ward; 
the sloop of war S^<ouis, Commander John W. 
Livingston; and wfhjie Dolphin, Commander 
Edward R. Thomson. The sloop of war Dale, 
Commander William McBlair, returned from Uiis 
station January 11, entering Norfolk, Virginia. 
The reports from this squaoron are favorable as 
to its health and activity. 

The East India squadron. Commodore Jamee * 
Armstrong, is cotm>OBed%f the flag-ship, the 
steam firi^te San Jacinto, Commander Henry 
H. Bell; the sloops of war Levant, Commander 
William Smith, and Portsmouth, Commander 

A. H. Foote. This latter vessel left Norfolk 
May 3, and arrived at Hong Kong on the 39th of 
August.' Tho steam frigate Powhatan, Captain' 
W. J. McCluney, arrived at Noifolk from this 
station on the 13th of February; the sloop of war 
Macedonian, Captain John Pope, (the nag-ship 
ofthe late lamented Commodore Abbot,) at Bos- 
ton.on the 7th of August; and the sloop of war 
Yandalia, Commander T. R. Rootes, at Ports- 
mouth , New Hampshire, on the 30th September, 
and were all put out of commission. 

The San Jacinto, on her passage to Hong 
Kong, put in at Palo Penang, for the purpose of 
receiving on board Townsend Harris, Esq., con- 
sul general to Japan, and conveying him to 
Bankok, Slam, with which Government he was 
charged with special business by the State De- 
partment. After having completed this, the San 
Jacintt> proceeded to Hong Kong, and, at last 
advices, was about starting for Smoda, Jamtn, 
for the purpose of affording a passage to Mr. 
Harru to that phice. She will then proceed to 
Shanghae, to join the Levant, which has been 
sent Uiere from Hong Kong with our Commis- 
sioner to China, (Dr. Peter Porker,) who was 
desirous viaidng the iulennediate ports at the 
North. 

The Pacific squadron. Commodore WilUaai 
Mervine, consists of the ditf-ahip, the fHgate 
Independence, Commander Henry K. Hoff; the 
sloops of war John Adams, Commander Eklward 

B. Boutwell; St. Mary's, Commander T. Bailey; 
Decatur, Lieutenant Conunanding Eldvrard Mu- 
dleton; and the steamer Massachusetts, Com- 
mander Samuel Swartwout. 

The Independence left San Francisco in the 
middle of January, and proceeded on a cruise to 
the. southward, via the Sandwich Ishinds, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether guano was to be 
fouod on an island, tne location of which had 
been eonfldentiaUy communicated by a company 
of gertUemen , and one or two old and experienced 
sea captains, who personally gave assurance that 
it abounded in guano. She arrived at Uie desig- 
niUed point on the 11th of March. Commodore 
Mervine reports that, owing to heavy breakers, 
all his efforts to land were btffled. This is deeply 
to be regretted; for, although he states that as 
seen from the ship, the island was manned over 
with a luxuriant rotation, and expresses an 
opinion adverse to ue sanguine hopes and ex- 
pectations of the agricultural community, still 
Uiere seems to exist an unsatisfied state of the 
public mind, because of the absence of actual 
personal sxaminaUon. It is possible that the 



S8 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



[Decemlmr 1, 



34th Cono....3d Sess. 



all seasons of theyeart It is therefore recom- 
mended tliat another smaller national vessel — a 
steamer — ^be sent to visit the island at a different 
season of the year, so soon as the state of atTarrs 
at Panama ana on the coast of Washington and 
Ore^n will permit such a vessel to be spared. 
Arnvin^ at Valparaiso on the 20th of JunCi the 
Independence proceeded to Panama, where she 
is for the present stationed. 

The St. Mary's, having cruised amone the 
Marquesas, Society, Navigators', and Feejee 
Islaifdfl, arrived at Fuiama rarij in May, when 
■he has remained since that tune. Commander 
Bailey having, on leveral occasions, had it in his 
t>OMrer to be o^ijreat assistance to our commerce 
and citizens during political excitements at that 
place. 

I have deemed it my duty to retain the Inde- 
pendence and St. Mary 's at Panama, and a sloop 
of war at Aspinwalt, to afford protection to the 
persons and property of tlie thousands of our 
countrymen crossing the Isthmus from the vio- 
lence of an ungovemed population. I am assured 
that their presence alone has prevented a repeti- 
tion of the horrible tragedy of the 15th of April 
last. -s 

The John Adams, afler an active cruise, re- 
tamed in the latter part of May to San Francisco, 
where she remained for some time, her presence 
being esteemed convenient for the public interest. 

The Decatur and Massachusetts have been 
actively e mp loyed in suppressing Indian disturb- 
ances in Washington Territory, and with the aid 
ofthe coast survey fteamer Active, Commander 
J. Allen, were of great service in those troubles, 
ao disastrous to the enterprising pioneers in that 
distant and very sparsely-settled region. 'The 
TTaited States steamer John Hancock was also 
. temporarily employed in this service, under the 
command of Lieutenant David McDougal. 

It is mv opinion that the interests of our coun- 
try woula be promoted, and could be much better 
protected, by having two Pacific squadrons instead 
of one, as at present; and I recommend that, as 
soon as a sufficient number of vessels cah be 
assembled in that ocean, this additional squad- 
ron be established. Our commerce there has in- 
creased rapidly, and is now very la^e. The 
States of Central America are growing daily in 
importance. Their peculiar position is causing 
them to attract the attention of li\it world. The 
trade on the extensive coast of South America is 
very considerable. The islands scattered in that 
sea are full of interest, and then there are Cali- 
forniaj Washington, and Oregon. Th^ least 
reflecting mind will appreciate at once the value 
of this suggestion, which, I trust, will, ere long, 
be consummated, as the navy-yard at Mare 
Island, California, will soon assume its position 
among the most nseflil and complete yards in the 
country. The chief difficulty of keeping perma- 
nently a large number of vessels in the Pacific 
will originate in the impossibility, for some few 
years, of procuring seamen on that coast. I 
oave recently, however, transported a ftiU crew 
to Aspinwalt in the steam frigate Wabash, and 
have made a contract, very reasonable in its 
terms, for their passage across the Isthmus, and 
for the return of the relieved crew. If this ex- 
periment is found Co work well, it will facilitate 
the proposed plan very much, and contribute 
lai^ly to the ability of the Goremment to pro- 
tect our Pacific possessions. 

I have recently directed that search be thor- 
oughly made in our forests on that coast, with a 
view to ascertain its ability to supply ship tim- 
ber. 

The expedition for the survey and reconnois- 
sance of Bchring's Straits, the North Pacific 
ocean, and China seas, having completed its 
work. Commander John Rodger8,who had charge 
of it, returned with the Vincennes to New York, 
July 13. The Fenimore Cooper was turned over 
to ine navy-yard at Mare Island. 

9EE^-9EA■0{^n>tKG9,aTIBH*RIKETBLeOKAPH,ETC. 

In addition to the duties performed by the 
Teesels of the several squadrons, as above set 
forth, there are others executed, or in progress 
of execution, possessing sufficient interest to be 
vorthy_ of a place in this report. 

The indefatigable niperintendeot of the Naval 
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Observatory, not content with aiding commerce ; 
and the untaught mariner by pointing out the ' 
safest and shortest tracks on the ocean where 
friendly winds and currents may be found, nor 
yet with the contributions to the intelligence of 
the country resulting from observing the stars of 
the heavens, hak, for some time past, thought it 
not viuonary to urge upon the public attention a 
new study, danominatea by Baron Humboldt the 
"Physical Geography of the Sea." He had, 
also, men so bold aato insist that, whenever a 
■urvey coald be made of Uie bottom ofthe ocean 
between Newfonodtand and Ireland, it'wonld be 
ascertained that such were the modfirate depths, 
such the penect repose there, and absence of 
abrading or dislurbii^ carrents, that telegraphic 
wires could be laid as safely and snooeHnilly as 
upon land. 

Lieutenant Brooke, of the Navy, had invented 
'a most ingenious yet simple contrivance, in eon- 
nection with the shot used, by which the moment 
it touched the bed of the ocean it became de- 
tached, and carefully took up specimens of what- 
ever it came in contact with, and brought them 
up safety to the operator. Many of our enter- 
prising countrymen, very naturally desirous of 
seeing accomplished so grand an undertaking, 
were anxious that alt doubts of practicability 
should, if poaaible, be removed by actual obnrv- 
ation and examination. 

There was an act passed in 1649 giving au- 
thority to the Secretary; of the Navy to use 
national vessels for " testing new routes and per- 
fecting the discoveries made by Lieutenant Mauiy 
in the course of his investigations of the winds 
and currents ofthe ocnn." PeonftBsIfeltsome 
pride in having the science and naval genina of 
our own country to continue foremost in these 
grpat ocean surveys, and in illustrating the prac- 
ticability of so grand a conception as harnessing 
the lightning, and making it ooedient beneath- the 
profound depths of the great sea which Provi- 
dence haaptaced between the Old and New 
World. There was no difficulty in finding a 
competent officer. Lieutenant Berryman, of large 
experience and established reputation in deep- 
sea sounding, full of that enterprising spirit so 
characteriatic of American officers, was not only 
ready, but earnestly aolicitons and eager to he 
permitted to execute the task, assuring the De- 
partment that, with a few officers and a very 
small crew,he could accomplish it in a few weeks, 
without inconvenience to tne service. The small 
steamer Arctic was lying idle at the Brooklyn 
navy-yard, and pronounced suitable. The order 
was issued; and Lieutenant Berryman, accom- 
panied by Lieutenant Strain, Passed Midshipmen 
Mitchell and Thomas, Midshipman Barnes, and 
a few men, lefl New York on the 18th of July, 
crossed the ocean, and returned on the 14th of 
October, bringing with him abundant supplies of 
curious and interesting specimens fVom the bed 
of the ocean, and at the same time beauti^I charts 
mappii^ out its various depths at distances of 
thirty, forty, sixty, and one hundred mites. In 
order to make bis soundings approximate accu- 
racy as nearly as possible, Lieutenant Berryman 
returned in the same latitude and reexamined 
points where he had doubts. The length of the 
route surveyed is about one thousand six hundred 
miles; the greatest depth found was two thousand 
and seventy fathoms, (about two and a half 
miles,) the average, however, being much less. 
These charts and specimens have been turned 
over to the NavaJ Observatory. The Superintend- 
ent has already caused the specimen^ to be ana- 
lyzed; and in the hands of a learned profbssor, 
whose report is before me, they are made to tell 
much of the character and mysteries of that 
ocean-covered region .' He thinks the appearance 
of the minerals " indicates that they have been 
quietly deposited from gentle currents, and not 
subsequently disturbed.*' 

It is affirmed now, that the developments of the 
survey corroborate the»8uggeationa of scientific 
investigators, and establish the practicability of 
laying wires successfuliy on the bed of the sea. 

I will leave it to others, sir, to lift the vail of 
the future, and to picture to. the mind of the 
curious and speculative the influence to be exerted 
by such an cventupon commerce and trade, upon 
peace aud war, and the rehttionship of nations. 
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These deep-sea soundings — this study of the 
I winds and currents and temperature ofthe ocean 
— these gradual approaches to greater familiarity 
with the wonders of the great deep — are pregnant 
with incalculable usefulness to those who con- 
duct mighty navies, as well as all who " go down 
to the sea in ships," 

Thua, sit-, the Navy, although small, is con- 
tributing its shore to tliG defense and the reputa- 
tion of the country. Our flag visits the most 
remote, aa well as the most frequented, ports. 
The reports (torn commandiiw officers show nam- 
bcrlcsa unpublished cases of relief to our coun- 
trymen, oppressed in islands and ports, whose 
Governments have no tank among nations, and 
are Trresponsible. 

A considerable numl)er of officers are engaged 
in useful hydrographical duty in connection with 
the coast survey; others are preparing charts of 
the North Paafic and Bering's Straits; while 
others are soon to present us with the results 
of explorations of nvers and harbors of South 
America. 

OSDHAHCB AHD OmnnitT — PKACTICB-tRlr. 

I know of no part of the service more entitled 
to the liberal patronage of the Government than 
ordnance and practicalgunnery. If the Navy be, 
indeed, the « right arm of defense," as is sn often 
repeated, it may with great force be added that 
her guns and ordnance appliances are the main 
sinews and arteries, the neglect of which would 
soon render it feeble and palsied. Our national 
ship may attract admiration for the strength and 
beauty of her model, and the graceful ease with 
which she glides on the water; her men may be 
patterns of disdpline, and her officers the bravest 
and best; yet all this will avail naught in the 
dread hour of battle if either her guns refuse to be 
faithful messengers, or are managed by tlto^ who 
are untaught in practical gunnery. AmericaQs 
are adepts in the use of the rffle and the musket 
from their boyhood, and when thrown into the 
field, no matter how suddenly, they are skillfyil, 
and their aim is as fatal as that of Uie trained 
soldier. Of course, the case is very diflerent in 
regard to the management of a cannon, weighing 
thousands of pounds, upon a disturfcwd sea. In 
the British service they nave their gunnery prac- 
tice-ship, where officers and men are trained to 
the use of cannon as thoroughly and as r^^larly 
as the soldier is drilled in Uie Army. We have 
thus far relied upon practicing at sea, and select- 
ing from the crew for captains of guns those who 
may, from experience, oe found best fitted. It 
is amazing, indeed, that, notwithstanding the 
importance of disseminating through the servico 
a thorough knowledge of gunnery, no system for 
thpt purpose has ever been adopted. It is true 
that the orders of the D^iartment of early data 
requiring practice at seaore now much respeeted 
by the officers, and executed with unusual fidelity ; 
and Captain lngraham,the chief of the Ordnance 
Bureau, states that " the reports from command- 
ers of squadrons and single ships continue to 
show great Mtention on the part of the officers to 
the general preparation for battle, and to the in- 
struction of the men in practical gunnery, and 
afi^ord evidence that the armaments and ordnance 
equipments of our vessels are efficient and satis- 
factory;" still, I believe it is conceded by all offi- 
cers that some system is needed to improve this 
portofthe service. Surely, no man>of-war should 
go to sea without a certainty- of having a supply 
of seamen qualified by training fbr being captains 
of guns; and, in my opinion, a vast improvement 
would follow if none went to sea without an offi- 
cer designated especially as the ordnance bfficer 
ofthe mip. 

An efiVut is now being made to initiate a sys- 
tem aa for as it can l>e done in the absence of 
legislation. The Plymouth sloop-of-war is now 
at the Washington navy-yard, placed under 
command of Commander Dahlgren, and is twing 
fitted out thoroughly for the purpose of a *' gun- 
nenr practice-ship." A few officers at present, 
ana a number of select sean^en, will be assigned 
to her, and she will bear an experimental arma- 
ment of heavy and light guns. Under proper 
resulationa and tnuning, the hope is confidently 
iodnlged that this praetice-sbip will annually turn 
off seamen thoroughtfnrainiHl to Ae manage* 
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meat of heavy ordnance in atorm and in calm, 
and that Rr men-of-war may be supplied with 
officers and men famiharized with all the appli- 
ances of ibese great engines of destruction. I 
comm«n4^is subject to special consideration 
and encouragement, and have no doubt that, 
wlien enlai^d and aided by the suggeetions of 
experieq^, this gunnery practiee-sbip will ptore 
•n invaluable acquisition to the nrrioe. 

The recent changes in the armament of our 
vessels call for a somewhat detailed statement 
from the Department on that subject. In many 
of those moat remarkable conflicts in which the 
American Navy won iu proudest trophies, it is 
well settled that the superiority of the caliber of 
our guns contributed very much to the successful 
overpowering of the formidable adversary. 

In consideration of the comparative strength 
of our naval force, it becomes vastly important 
that we should call into e:cercise the inventive 
and su^^tive genius of our countrymen; and 
strive not merely to keep pace with, but, if pos- 
sible, in advance of others in the character or our 
engines of destruction in war. In this matter 
the Ordnance Bureau has not been idle. The 
progress in improving, modifying, and enlarging 
the guns of the service has been cautioua and 
gradual, yet steady and impressive. 

The experimental establishment at the Wash- 
ington na.vy-yard has been for many ^eara an 
admirable adjunct to the bureau. Having at its 
head an officer of a high order of intellect and 
indefatigable enei^, aided by a small corps of 
assisiaQis, the Department has found it a shield 
of protection against the introduction of the nov- 
elties of visionary inventors. No innovation has 
been recommended until subjected to the severest 
teats; yet progress, and an eagerness to be in 
the foreground of improvement, have been man- 
ifest. .The recent aaoption on the new fHgates 
of the nine, ten, and eleven-inch shell guns to 
the exclusion of shot, was by no means inconsid- 
erately or hastily mode. 

It was suggested by Commander Dahlgren, in 
1850, that be could " exercise a greater amount 
of ordntmce power toith s giwn weight ^ meto/, 
and with more safety to those who managed the 
gun, than any other piece then known of /iJtc 

Commodore Warrington, then at the head of 
the Bureau of Ordnance, ordered the guns pro- 
posed. The proving and testi^ continued during 
the years ]8a2, ISS, and 1854. The points of 
endurance and accuracy were specially examined. 
The first s-un stood nve hundred rounds with 
shell, and five hundred shot, without bursting; 
and subsequently other guns were proved to the 
extreme, andjendnred one thousand six hundred 
and one thousand seven hundred rounds without 
bursting. Shells have been adopted, because 
they are deemed preferable, not because of any 
apprehension that shot cannot be used in theae 

Sins with perfect security, that point being act- 
ed by actual experiment. This fact is said to 
be attributable to the circumstance of there being 
thrown into the breech a very considerable addi- 
tional weight of metal. If, therefore, it is at any 
time contemplated to attack the solid masonry 
of fortifications, several feet in thickness, solid 
shot can be used, although recent developments 
in the late European wars will hardly encouraze 
such assaults tone often undertaken. Ii is prou- 
ably true, as alleged, that as solid shot are driven 
by a larger charge 'of powder, their power is 
thereby proportionally greater; and that on strik- 
ing a ship they may pass entirely through her, 
thus exposing her to the consequences of two 
serious breaches. These openings made by solid 
shot, however, are often easily repaired, even 
during an action; but if a vessel is struck and 
penetrated by one of these monster shells, which 
carries within itself the elemenu of explosion, 
one can hardly conceive of the crashing of tim- 
bers and the havoc and destruction which must 
inevitably ensue. And thus the work of one 
shell would be moie fatal and disastrous than that 
of many shot. 

Inaddition to this heavy armament , our national 
vessels have, for a few years past, been supplied 
with boat ^ns — brass pieces, twelve and twenty- 
four- pounders. They are truly formidable, and, 
under the maoogement of trained men, arc often 
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discharged ten Ximes in a minute. They cure so 
constructed as to be easily placed in small boats, 
which can thus enable on approach to the enemy 
at points inaccessible to the iar^e vessel, and 
when landed can be managed with facility and 
fatal effect. The reports of their great service 
recently <in China very forcibly illustrate their 
great advantt^ aa a portion of a ship's arma- 
ment. 

But I forbear to pursue this aubject, leaving 
it in the hands of able ordnance officers. The 
cautious and wnind judgment of the late Commo- 
dore Morris approved the new ordnance. The six 
new frigates presented at once the question of sup- 
plying them with guns aAer the usual old model, 
or in accordance with the suggestions of our able 
ordnance officer, tested by years of much con- 
sideration. After investigation, I unhesitatingly 
sustained the recommendation to fit out the new 
frigates with their present formidi^le battery. 
It IS true the guns are very heavy ; but experience 
and practice, and the aid of labor-saving inven- 
tions daily madet wilt render them as manageable 
as thirty-two-poundsrs were twenty years ago. 

TBB NEW FRI04TBI— ntOFOSCD lOOrriOlMX 
SLOOPS. 

In my last annual report I informed you that 
three of the steam frigates ordered by Congress 
were afloat. It now ofibrda me pleasure to stale 
that they are alt afloat. The machinery for each 
will be complete and ready for trial in a few days. 
The Merrimac and Wabash are now in commis- 
sion. Thus far the most soitfuine expectations 
of the Department have been fully realized. 

The performance of the Merrimac has im- 
pressed favorably the severest architectural 
critics. The machinery and boilers have exhib- 
ited remarkable evidence of power. The mate- 
rial and workmanship were superintended and 
approved by the engineers of tne Government, 
although built of necessity in private establish- 
ments. The speed ia greater than usual io aux- 
iliary steamers, in which steam is by no means 
the chief motive power; but tht great desidera- 
tum is attained of preserving unimpaired all the 
essential elements and capacity of the sailing 
vessel. 

Fire of these frigates were mv>deled by the 
Chief of the Bureau of Construction, &c., and 
wilt each carry a battery of eight-inch guna on 
the spar deck, nine-indi on the gun-deck, with a 
ten-inch pivot gun, bow and stern. The Niag- 
ara, built in New York, was modeled and com- 

gleted in the navy-yard by the late Georgo 
teers, whose genius and great capacity for ship- 
building were so highly recommended that he 
was appointed a temptrfary naval constructor for 
that purpose. She will carry the novel arma- 
ment of twelve eleven-inch guns, each throwing 
a shell of one hundred and thirty-five pounds. 

The introduction of these magnificent vessels 
constitutes an era in ttie history of the United 
States Navy; and while they may welt atimulate 
the enei|^ and valor of its officers, they will also 
excite emotions of a Just national pnda in the 
bosom of every American beholder. 

I know of no reason for withdrawing the rec- 
ommendation heretofore made to build additional 
sloops of war, capable, from their small draught 
of water, of entering such ports aa New Orleans, 
Savannah, and Charleston, as well aa New York 
and Boston. A formidable battery of from fifteen 
to twenty guns would render them very effective. 
They could annoy the enemy at sea, and pene- 
trate and defend our harbors along the coast 
inaccessible to the larger class of heavier draught. 
The arguments and considerations for a steady 
and gradual enlargement of our Navy have lost 
none of their force. Our extended coast, our 
multiplied commerce, the maintenance of our 
rank among- the great Powers of the earUi, all 
speak loudly in favor of this policy. But I for- 
bear the repetition of the views so oflen some- 
what elaborately presented heretofore. I think 
it proper to remark, however, that even the pas- 
sage of the bill for the eonstruettoo of ten sloops 
of warwill be bullittle, very little, actual increase, 
as many oid veuda fuw x w narify to he up 
OS unwortA^ qf repair. 

In addiuon to the establishment for building 
and repairing machinery and boilers at the Wash- 
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ington navy-yard, the Department is persuaded 
that during the next vear those in process of 
construction at Norfolk and Brooklyn will be 
finished. The difficulty of making a safe founds^ 
tion wiU somewhat delay the fouiMery at Bostoni 
When these are completed, the Government can 
repair and build its own machinery for national 
vessels.^ I lake nleasure in statii^ that the boilers 
and entire maeninery for the Minnesota were 
built at the Washington navy -yard, and have thua 
far leAected credit upon projectors and builders. 

■■AMElr. 

It is very important that such a policy should - 
be adopted in regard to seamen as will insure a 
supply when needed for regular service, and-pro- 
mote the enlistmentof our own countrymen, the 
considerations in favor of which latter proposi- 
tion cannot but occur to the commonest observer. 
The recommendations of the Department of a 
system of honorable discbarge, and of increased 
pay, have been generously adopted by Congress. 
The supply of provisions and clothing has, for ' 
the last few years, been of the most substantial 
and wholesome products of the country. Since 
the introduction of the new system of inspection, 
the car of the Department ip no longer annoyed 
by complaints in regard to worthless clothing and 
spoiled provisions. The inedicines are not spu- 
rious drugs, bought up in haste in the shops, but 
are carefully manufactured under the immediate 
auperviaion of the Bureau of Medicine and Sur- 
gery. 

The arraneements for berthing the men on oar 
ships have been gfaduaily improving, so aa to 
render- them comfortable and more secure from 
diseases and decay of conatitution incident to 
the perils and privations of the sea. Excellent 
sun^ons are assigned to every vessel. 

The following extract from the report of the 
chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
attests the skill of our surgeons, and the excel- 
lencQ of the sanitary regulations on boud of our 
national ships : 

"Ttae Constitution fHgate, with a comploment or 475 
offlcera and men, during a cniise of two yc&ra and fiva ■ 
inraitlis on thu suuioii, (African,) lenninatlng )n Juno, 
IIUS, lo« but one man by di*eBM; thinjr-sii were aent 
bomo w iuvmlidH. The «une immunity rroni death wu 
■hBreil id a laxge degree by tlie other vesselB conipusiag the 
iquBdrou. 

■'Tho Cuniberland,arrif^teof thQaamecomplnnent.lost 
by daoUi in tbiny inonUu— Uuit la, fyom January, 1853, to 
July, 1855 — rigbieon or her crew tvbile Motioned in tho 
Mediterraoean ; duriitD tho same period, tlie St. i>&wr«nce, 
n rrigato of the sauie c)iiw<,cniiains in Uie Pacific, lost but 
seven of her vrew by dcaUi. Hm Powiiatan, a iteBm 
rrigate, with a complement of 390, crtiiuing in the Eain 
Indies during the yeora 1833, 1854, and I855,1nrt but Tonr- 
itfcn men by dieeaiie and accident. The Ba^nnali, a 
rrigstc, with a coni[demei)i of about 450, empl^id on tbe 
coast of Braxil, reports buiflve deaths during thinyinonths, 
bttiwMtn July, t&'iS, and JansMry, 1806, thotMb during tbia 
time a fbver of a serkMu cbsiactu pnvaued at vorioas 
parts of Uiesutkm." 

Thua it seems that every incentive is held out 
to invite enlistments and secure experienced 
seamen abundantly for home and foreign ser- 
vice. 

I have no hesitation jn stating— and the records 
and returns will sustain the siatemeDt — that there 
has been an improvement as to numbtn end cW- 
acfer. Still the wonderful increase of commerce 
and demand for sailors, the comparative short- 
ness of the cruises of the merchant marine, and 
the fery high price paid, render it no easy matter 
to keep on hand a steady and sufficient supply 
for the reUef of s^uadrona. Such, too, are the 
wonderful attractions presented by oar vast 
country, and so great tne facility with which 
peaceful and happy homes are procured, that the 
increase of sailors has, among our own citizens 
especially, not kept pace wiui the progress of 
commerce. 

I am aware that occasionally the saUor has had 
cause to complain of bein^ detained abroad be- 
yond the term of his enlistment, although one 
fourth additional compensation is allowed lor that 
period of detention. Every effort has been made 
since the return of the Japan expedition to remove 
this source of complaint. Had the rule been 
applied strictly to that squadron, the great pur- 

toses for which it was formed would inevitably 
ave been postponed, and perhaps defoated for- 
ever. Nmonal vessels have only been detained 

by high «>"'^^f>,'«j>f,^HtsnW 
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it wfts as painful to the Department as annoying 
to the sailor. It has not been, and is not now, 
the policy nor the practice of this Department to 
detain Momen on foreign atationa indefinitely until 
they eoald be reliavM. On the contrary, numer- 
cnA Teasels hare been ordered hoR» from distant 
stations before their reliefs were sent. The Cum- 
• berland, the fiag-ship of tlte Mediterranean squad- 
ron, the Levant, and the St. Louis, of the same 
station, all returned before dieir reliefs had gone 
ouU The Savannah, the flag-ahip of the Brazil 
squadron, just returned, was ordered hom^in 
July lost, but by some accident or irregularity of 
the transportation of the mails, the orders were 
not received until October. Her relief, the St. 
Irfiwrence,oniylefk the United States on the 13tb 
day of October. The Germantown, of the same 
squadron, has been ordered home without being 
relieved. The terms of the enlistment of the 
crew of the St. Mary's, of the Pacific squadron, 
have nearly all expired; but had the Department 
ordered her home from Panama, I have positive 
assurance that the consequences would have been 
fatoj to iht lives and property of the thousands 
of oiu'countrymenpaasingoverthatroute. Such, 
however, was the anxiety of the Department to 
relieve the seamen and omcera of that ship, that 
officers and men haA been sent in the steamer 
Wabash to Aspinwoll, and arrangements have 
been efl^ted with the railroad company, so that 
the present officers and men of the St. Mary's 
will reach their homes in the United States with- 
out th^ delay and exposure of a voyage around 
Cape Horn. I am, however, of opihion that the 
term of our crutses is too long, ana that it should 
be reduced to two years instettd of three; and I 
have determined and directed that it shall consti- 
tute a part of the sailing instructions to com- 
manders in chief of the squadrons, that they shall 
see that, when the term of enlistment of the ma- 
jority of the crew of any vessel attached to their 
squadron is about expiring, it shall return to 
the United States in aue time for the discharge 
of the seamen, and that this rule shall never Be 
deviated from except in an emeigencyinvolving 
the honor of the fli^t or by Uw special order* o7 
the Department. 

Bui I eoitfesM I look to the fottering cmt of tfce 
oppreiitiGe flfilein, and its gnufwal eniorgmenf, as 
the surest meant of making a radical improeemcnl 
of this branch of the service, and as the only 
mode of incorporating into the corps of seamen 
afairprspnlioiKif onr «iDfi eoantrgritMn. 

There ore now enlisted, and in Uie service, 
several Imv^tA (out, all bom in (Ae [7nilei{ Statu, 
and nearly the whole of them are now in active 
service in the Tarions squadrons. Since the De- 

JartmentMias introdneed the system, its chief 
ifficulty has not been in procuring enlistment, 
Sut in resisting importunities to be permitted to 
enlist — a point to be well guarded lest the system 
be crushed by its own weight before sufficiently 
perfected by experience. 

Their moral, inlellectual, and professional 
training receiTe earnest attention; and I sm gnt- 
ified to be sustained in the effort by the officers 
of the Navy, all of whom nianifest a deep inter- 
est in the suecess of the undertaking. 

While I admit that the chief, ana indeed par- 
amount, consideration in admitting; apprentices 
is to make American sailors, I incline to the 
opinion that it might encourage the youths if it 
were known thai the President bad authority to 
appoint, annually, ten of the most meritorious 
midshipmen and pupils at the Naval Academy. 
I advise, therefore, the passage of a law giving 
this authority, 

I deem it my duty to call your attention to the 
fact that there are at present several vacancies 
in some of the grades of the Navy, occasioned 
by deaths end resignations. Several of them 
occurred more than six months ago. 1 am not 
untniadfiil of the considerations which have, for 
this period, prompted a suspension of executive 
action. The interests of the service, however, 
induce me to advise that they be filled at the 
earliest day practicable, either by promotions in 
the usual way, or by nominating for restoration 
to the aetive list any reserved or dropped officer 
■who may now be adjudged by you as worthy of, 
or entitled to, your interposition. 1 have here- 
tofora said tiwt I eould not reeonunAd ** the 
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adoption of any measure of repeal, or any course 
of profleeding in conflict with the general action 
of the board." But I also said then, luid repeat 
now, " if the sword of any one of those gallant 
men has been incautiously taken from him, all 
right-minded men will say, let his country restore 
it to him with all the honors and reparation due 
to injured merit." 

There are three vacancies in the grade of 
captain, and fourteen in the grade of lieutenant. 

The reports of the chiefs of the several bureaus 
will advise you very Ailly of the condition of tl»t 
portion of tne public service respectively assigned 
to their special supervision. They present many 
usefVil suggestions, and enter muck into details 
on many interesting subjects, whioh cannot be 
conveniently discnssed and condensed in the Sec- 
retary 's annual report. The duties of the chief 
of Bureau of Yards and Docks have become very 
onerous and gradually enlarged, in consequence 
of the increased worktind extended operations in 
the navy-yards. Much progress has been made 
toward completing the navy-yard in California. 
The dock, basin, and railway are finished. The 
report of Commodore Smith is very elaborate, 
full of intefesting details and suggestioDS, and 
discloses with dearness the condition of the 
works under his charge. 

The report fVom the Ordnance Bureau exhibits 
a satisfactory condition of that part of the set^ 
vice. I concur in the recommendations made, 
particularly those in regard to the Naval Acad- 
emy, and the policy or an abundant supply of 
' powder to meet any emergency. 

Many very useful reforms nave been accom- 
plished through new regulations made by the 
nead of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. 
His si^^siions in favor of a small corps of 
assistant pursers, with- moderate compensation, 
are entitled to consideration. It has alwoys been 
the proetiee (originating in necessity) to send 
stor^ships and vessels on special serrice to sea 
without a purser. Then the officer in command 
performs the duty of purser, in i^dition to his 
military duty, ^ot being an accountant, he 
oflen, althou^ perfectly nonest, finds at the 
Auditor's office a. large tmlAnce against bim, and 
mi^st sacrifice his hard earnings to pay' it, or be 
reported and disgraced as a defaulter. 

The report from the Bureau of Construction 
exhibits, very fully, the condition of our national 
vessels. The poUcy in favor of a small annual 
Bpproptiation for keeping the yards supplied 
with ship-timber is, unquestionably, sound. 

AttenUon is invited to the report' from the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery- I think action 
should be taken to restore to t^e hospital fund 
the value of the land recently conveyed to the 
Treasury Department for the purposes of a marine 
hospital. Tne fund by whicn this land was pur- 
chased was raised by small contributions, in the 
nature of deductions from the pay of the sailors, 
and it can hardly be appropriated to other pur- 
poses with justice. 

While I am much opposed to niidtiplying 
bureaus and officers, I cannot allow that liseling 
to restrain me fVom recommending the creation 
of an additional office, which experience in the 
administration of this Department admonishes 
me would be useful and promotive of discipline. 
The prompt and careful enforcement sf the law 
authorizing coarts-martial is one of the surest 
means of preserving efficiency. In order to effect 
this, I am convinced that there should be a judge- 
advocate, learned in the law, attached to ihe De- 
partment, to whom should be assigned the direc- 
tion and management of all matters connected 
with courts-mania! and courto of inquiry; sub- 
ject, of course, -to the supervision of the Secre- 
tary. It need not be a bureau; not even an 
additional clerk would be required, as one of the 
present cleiks has now the business, in connec- 
tion, with these courts, especially hssigned to 
him. 

The Resolute, Comtjpnder Hartstene, having 
been thoroughly repaired at the Brooklyn navy- 
yard, sailed from New York on the 13lh day of 
November. Her commanding officer has instruc- 
tions, and was the bearer of dispatchos, for carry- 
ing into execution, with strict fidelity, the joint 
resolution of Congress, approved the 38th day of 
August, 1856, genennisly tandering the ship to 
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her Majesty's Government. The bark Release, 
Lieutenant C. C. Simms, sailed from Atew York 
on the 7th day of November for Georgetown, 
Demarara, and La Ghiayra, Venezuela, having 
been by your direction temporarily aSMgned to 
special duty under the Secretary of tlMnterior, 
with aviewof accomplishing the libera) purposes 
of Congress in aiding to supply a portion of our 
country, where immense capital is invested in 
the culture of sugar, with fresh cuttings of the 
cane, and thus, if possible, arrest the rapid de- 
cline in the production of an article so universidly 
one of consumpUon in our country. ' 

The Nautical Almanac is required by law to 
be under the charge of on officer of the Navy, 
not below the grade of lieutenant. It has hitn- 
erto been conducted by Commander Davis, who 
was peculiarly fitted by his scientific attainments 
for the task. He has, however, been detached 
racenlJy, and ordered to sea, and, temporarily, 
it has been placed under the chief of the Bureau 
of Ordnance and Hydrography. Although an 
officer of the Navy can, without doubt, be found 
qualified for it, the other calls of the service sud- 
denly detach him, and an untried successor enters 
upon the duty every few yeara, thus unquestion- 
ably impairing the claim of the work to the con- 
fidence of all men of science, who well ' know- 
that the highest order of intellect, and years of 
mental training, are requisite to fit one for even 
an approach to proficiency in this difficult branch 
of learning. I recommend, therefore, a modifi- 
cation of tne law, in order that this work, thus 
far so creditable to the country, may, in the dis- 
cretion of the Executive,' be placed under the 
charge of one of the naval professors of mathe- 
matics, who are never sent to sea. 

The Naval Academy continues to prosper and 
demonstrate its usefulness, by annually AirniBh- 
ing the service'with a number of accomplished 
young officere, whose ambition animates them 
to solicit Uie Department to give them an oppor- 
tunity of going to sea. With a view of improv- 
ing toe pupils in practical seamanship, fif\y-two 
were sent to sea m the sloop of war Plymouth, 
and, after cruising during tns summer months, 
retumedto the Academy. The report of Com- 
mander Green is very favorable to the zcoT and 
attainments, during the cruise, of the youths 
under his command. At the next annual exam- 
ination I recommend that, in addition to the naval 
board of examiners, a board of visiton, com- 
posed of civilians, be appointed. It will stimu- 
late the midshipmen, andf at the same time inform 
our leading men of the excellent character of the 
institution. The Naval Observatory is sustain- 
ing its high reputation, and, by its suggestions 
and compilations, doing much indeed, notmercly 
for those who follow the sea, but for science 
generally. 

I renew the expressions of my opinion of the 
usefulness of the Marine Corps. I nave so often 
made recommendation for its enlargement, and 
for the adoption of some plan for appointing offi- 
cers of military education, that I forbear to do 
more than to refer to my former reports. JViten* 
tion is called to the detailed report of the com- 
mandant of the corps. 

An act passed at the last session of Congrrsa, 
directing that notice be given to E. K. Collins 
and his aModates of the modification of the law 
of July SI, 1B52, in reference to compensation 
for the transportation of the moils between New 
York'and Liverpool, has been carried into execu- 
tion. The nouce was issued immediately after 
the passage of the law. 

Toe compensation of nearly ail the public offi- 
cers in the service of the Government has within 
the last few y«ars been increased with the excep- 
tion of that of the officers of the Army and the 
Navy. While I am of opinion that tne pay of 
a portion of the officera of the Navy is sumcient, 
I oeem it my duty also to express my conviction 
that the pay of som^ of the grades is entirely 
inadequate, and not properly regulated by con- 
siderations of the character of their services. I 
recommend legislation on this subject. 

The estimates for the support of the Navy and 
Marine Corps for the year ending June 30, 1858, 
and for all other objects coming under the control 
of this Department, ore in the aggregate, (being 
It little orer one millioirless than tla aggregaia 
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for the prewnt fiscal year) |1S,418,033 S7 

From which deduct special ob- .- 
Jects, including; transportation . 
of the moil in steamsKipa 3,505,044 23 

LeavMfbr the supportofthe Nary 
and Marine Corps 18,918,979 05 



The estimate for the present fiical year for 
the support of the Navy and Marine Corpa 

was $8,993,531 31 

The total expenditure fA* all objecta under the 
eontrol of the Kavy Department for the fiocal 
year ending Jnne 30, 1856, was. . |14,07B,539 04 
But of this amount there was ex- 
pended fbr special objeelfl under 
the coDtrol of the Departmant» 5^641,179 07 



Leavi as the legitimate expend- 
iture for the support of the 
Navy and Marine Corps, for 
the year ending June 30, 1856, «M37,356 97 



1 have the honor to be, Tcry respeetAilly, your 
obwlieDt aenraiit, j ^ dobBIN. 

To the PnitBiDBHT ^tha United States. 



lUpwtt of «lM PMrtmstw OmmibI. 

Post Owwkx Dbfmthbht, Dec. 1, 1856. 

Sis: Sinee my last annual report, the port 
offices have been increased 1,155, and numbered 
on the 30th of June last. 25,565. Three hundred 
and thirty-nine postmasters were appointed hy 
the President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, the yearly conunissions ex- 
ceeding on« thousand dollars. On the SOUi of 
June, 1852, the number of post offices in the 
United States was 20,90], showing an increase 
in the last four years of 4,664. • 

On the 30th ot June last there were in opera- 
tion 7,972 mail routes. The number of contract- 
ors was 6,372. The length of these routes is 
estimated at 239,642 miles, divided as follows, 
viz: 20,323 miles of railroad-, 14,951 miles of 
ateomboat; 50,453 miles of coach; 153,915 miles 
of inferior endea. 

The totu annual transportation of mails was 
71,307,897 miles, costing $6,035,474, and divided 
as follows: 21309,296^ miles by railroad, at 
$2,310,389; about ten cents and six mills a tnile; 
4,240,170 miles by steamboat, at |860,755i about 
twenty cents and three mills a mile; 19,114,991 
milealiy coach, at |1,339,3S6; about seven c«nU 
a mile; 36,143,4M mUes by modes not specified, 
at 11,534,974; 53 cents per mile. 

Compared with the service of June 30, 1855, 
there is an addition of 11,734 miles to the length 
of mail roatea, 3,906,731 miles to the total annual 
Innaportatioo, being about S B-IO per cent., and 
of 1690,336 to the cost, or 13 4-10 per cent. 

The a^regate lengUi of railroad routes has 
been increased 1,990 miles, and the annual trans- 
portation thereon 2,606,827 miles, about 13} per 
cent., ata cost of |237 300, or 11 4-10 per cent. 

The length of steamboat routes has been in- 
creased 3^ miles, and the cost |335,SS0, although 
the annual transportation is less by 219,657 miles. 
This . resulted mainly from putting in operation 
io January last, a daily route between New Or- 
leans and Cairo, Illinois, 1,075 miles, at a cost 
of |339,000 per annum. But for this route there 
|Would now appear a diminution of steamboat 
service, amountrng to 743 miles in the length of 
routes, 1,602,257 in annual transportation, and 
|93,750 in cost. 

The addition to the length of coach routes has 
been ],SSOmilesi to tlie annual transportation, 
355,873 miles; and to the cost 1^113,377; or9 S-10 
per cent. 

The additional length of inferior routes is 
8,l£2 miles; annual transporuiion, 1,263,688 
miles; costj f(104,309, or about 5 per cent, in 
transportation, and 7 3-10 per cent, m coat. 

The portions of additional service in California 
are 706 miles in length of routes, and - 135,274 
miles in transportation, costing |8,223. 

In Oregon no material change nas taken place; 
and no alterations or additions have been made 
to the service stated in my annual report of 1855 
in New Meneo and JJuh. 



In Nebraska and Kansas 3,388 miles have been 

added to the length of routes, and 350,470 miles 
to the annual transportation, at a cost or|33,843. 
The whole service in these Territories now stands 
thus, viz: 

Length of coach routes, 964 miles; annua] 
transportation thereon, 415,648 miles; cost, 
117,880, about 15} cents a mile. 

Length of infenor routes, 2,152 miles; annual 
transportation, 210,186 miles ; cost, |20,275, about 
nine cents and six mills a mile. The total length 
is 3,116 miles; total tranaporlation, 335,834; and 
the cost 138,156. 

The following table shows the extenuon of 
railroad service during the year, separately, in 
five groups of States, viz: 

Xmrii Mfft nsiisnl 
JtUaUHui. 9/ ravin. tnauportattiM, CmL 
New Eactsnd and New 

r«k ISO w^esa «i6,mo 

Mew Jener, Peniin>lvK- 
nla, Dtiswsre, M«y- 

l&h4, end Ohio 307 400,743 ttjOU 

Virglnm, North CiUOUna, 
South CaroiinB] snd 

o«orgiii '. i«8 aotjBOi vt;ai 

MicbUaD, Indiana, IIU- 

n(ria,aBd Wifc-oiidn... 363 lfi4S^ tOJsm 
Kentacky, Tennesnee, 

AUbsms, MUiUaipnl, 

'udlAoMsns. 483 4n,lBl 48,009 

Toisl 1^ 8^06^ t^'^ 

The railroad service within the last four years 
has increased at a very rapid rate — showing the 
growth of our country and the enterprise of our 
citizens. On the first of Jul;, 1642, the total 
length of railroad routes was 3,191 miles, and 
the cost of service was (432,568. On the first 
day of July, 1852, the number of miles on which 
the mail was conveyed on railroad amounted to 
10,146, costing $1^S,S90 — making an increase 
of 7,055 miles in ten years, at an additional cost 
of 1^,952. Between the first of Julv, 1852, 
and the first of July, 1856, the railroaa service 
was increased 10,177 miles, exhibiting the fact 
that within that lime this description of service 
has been more than doubled. 

The table below shows the length of railroad 
routes and cost of mail service thereon at the end 
of each fiscal year ikom 1853 to 1856, induuve; 

Tear. Jflto. Coit. 

lasa 10,148 9i^sjm 

1653 1S,41S 1,601,329 

ie6i 14,85S 1,786,453 

185S 16,333 - 9,073,069 

1836 90,393 3,310,380 

On the first of December, 1856, the railroad 
service had increased to 21,310 miles, and the 
total cost for this service at that data amounted 
to 12,403,747. 

Within the same period the serrice on horse- 
back, and by modes not specified in the contracts, 
was increased 16,863 miles in length of routes, 
and 5,292,819 miles in annual transportation. 
The coach service, taken off in some localities, 
owing to the construction of railroads, has been 
given to other States and TerritorieSj or other 
parts of the same State, as their growing popu- 
lation and consequent increase of mail matter 
demanded; so that, notwithstanding the great 
extension of railroads, the coach service has neen 
reduced but 903 milee. The steamboat service 
has been decreased 1,479 miles. 

The average cost of railroad service in 1853, 
estimated on the length of routes one way, was 

S135 71 a mile; in 1856, |101 45 a mile; being a 
ecrease of |24 26 a mtle. For other modes of 
conveyance the average rate of pay hae largely 
advanced during the same period owing to causes 
beyond the power of the Department to control. 

The lettings of new contracts for the term 
commencing 1st July last embraced the States of 
New Jers^, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
and Ohio. 

The following table shows the new service as 
in operation on the 30th September: 

Jiain in MiUianMud 

OmMyoHM. fmiCA. trmapoHalion. Coi^ 

RailroBd.... SSSS si07,)T7 MWuSb 

StsasibcM 9M 11S,1S8 10,185 

Coaeli 9,163 4,0BSJ08 iOtJia 

InftriOf nodes . 18,068 3,849,790 983^ 

Total 39,771 13,903^ •1,196,800 



Compared wiUt the service on 90th June last, 

there is an a^regate decrease of 2^ miles in tho 
length of routea;l3ut an increase of 636,554 miles 
in the annual transportation, and |126,116 in 
cost, divided as follows. 

Stal**. troMporUition. coil. 

NewJeney - #8,799 

PennaylvBiila. 930,993 Sl,9(« 

I DelSTwe 53J60 3,939 

I MvylMid 6,747 

Ohio 40^83 53,3a 

In New Jersey the transportation is reduced 
40,156 miles, and in Maryland 2,186 miles, 
allhon^ the expense isi inereased. 

On the 30th June tiiere were in service 380 
route agents, at a compensation of $265,429; 34 
local agents at |S1,738; and 1,108 mail messen- 
gers at 1137,251— making a total of |414,438. 
This amount, wilh the increased cost of the new 
service, commencing 1st July last, (|12G,116,) 
added to the cost of service as in operation on the 
30th June last, (#6,035,474,) makes the total 
amount for the current year, (^6,576,026. This 
is independent of the cost of ocean-mail service. 

The Panama Railroad Company has been 
paid for transportation of the mails across the 
Isthmus during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1856, the sum of |I41,3d8 16. For the first 
quarter of the present fiscal year they received 
144,659 34. At the last session of Congress I 
took occasion to call your attention to the largo 
sums' paid the company for tiiis service, and 
transmitted to you the correspondence which had 
taken place between the Department and the 
company in relation to a proposed reduction in 
tfaeir dtaigea^ 

This report was laid by you before Coneress, 
but no definite action was had thereon. In re- 
ferring again to this subject, it will be necessary 
for me simply to repeat the reasons stated in my 
correspondence witn the company, and in my 
letter to you of the 16ih of April, 1856. Prior to 
the 1st of December, 1851, the mails were con- 
veyed across the Isthmue under an arrangement 
with the New Granadian Government, and the 
average rate paid for transportation, including the 
expense of route agents in crossing the Isthmus, 
was a fhtction over seventeen cente a pound. In 
October, 1651, a temporary arrangement was 
made with the Panama Company, by which they 
were allowed twenty-two cents a poutid, the 
maximum rate authorized by law. At this time 
the amount of moil matter transported was com- 
paratively small, and the service was performed 
partly by canoes and partiy by mules. The 
greater the amount of mail matter carried, the 
greater would be the cost of transportation; and 
It therefore seemed to be but juet to pa^ accord- 
ing to weight. . 

No attempt was made to reduce the price, al- 
though the cost of the service had increased from 
|40,£7 in September, 1851, to #1 19,727 in Sep- 
tember, 1854, until the railroad was completed, 
and the company had published their tariff of 
rates. Tencenuperpoundwastobetheircharge 
on express freight for passenger trains, as well 
as for the *' baggage of^paasengera;" but as the 
company allegeatbat this did not include the ex- 
pense and responsibility of putting the goods on 
board of the steamera, or their conveyance fVom 
ship to shore, in which case their cbaige was 
fifteen cenu a pound, I concluded not only to 
allow them that price, bat in view of the import- 
ance of the work, and wishing to deal with them 
ina l^ral spirit, fixed the compensation at eigh- 
teen cente a pound. As announced in my last 
report, the company refused to acquiesce in that 
decision , but were paid at that rate until the 24th 
of December, 1855. 

In Aprilibllowing the difficulties in Nicaragua 
hod closed the route through that Stete, which 
mode it impossible for me to have the mails of 
the United sutes conveyed by any otiler route 
than via Panama; and I was then notified that, 
unless the Deportment should give them twenty- 
two cente a pound in the fliture, and pay them 
tiie amount ($18,093 88) withheld by my order 
reducing the price to eighteen cents a pound, the 
mails of the United States should not be taken 
across the Isthmus. In view of the financial 
troubles and probable bankrn^ies which a dis- 
continuance of the nail servifSevoyld I 
Digitized by 
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to handredsgif not thousands, of our cttizeiis, on 
both our Atlantic and Pacific coaata, 1 was com- 
pelled to submit to what I considered a gross 
imposition, and the order of the Department 
reducing the rate was rescinded, and the company 
have continued to be paid at the rate of twenty- 
two cents a pound up to this time. The Panama 
railroad is forty-eight miles in lei^th, and in its 
construction and equipments eostf it is said, euht 
millioDS of dollars. The wiriee perfomea is 
twice a month each way. 

To show the exorbitancT of the demand made 
by the company, it will onfy be necessary for me 
to refer to one of the rauroods in the United 
States, which receires an adequate eompOMation 
for the aervices rendered the t>epartment; and a 
like reference could be made to the compensation 
received by other railroads, with a simifor result. 
The New York and Erie railroad is four hnodred 
and sixty miles in length, and cost over thirty- 
one millions of dollars. The service performed 
is nineteen trips a week, for which ihey receive 
f93,000 a year. The Panama company, with a 
road costing about one fourth as much as the 
New York and E>ie, performing but a tithe of 
the service, received the last year $49,033 38 
more compcnnuion, and, for the present year, 
are likely to receive an amount nearly double 
that paio ta the latter company. Viewing this 
OS an attempt to draw from the Treasury more 
than was properly due, it oueht, in my opinion, 
to be promptly reunhedi ana I would, therefore, 
recommend the immediate passage of a law limit- 
ing the compensation to a sum not exceeding 
filty thousand dollars per annum. This would be 
a Imeral and just remuneration for all the aervices 
rendered to the Government. 

In my previous reports I have referred to the 
necessity for increased mail facilities between our 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts. The great and in- 
creasing trade and correspondence between these 
important points demand a weekly service, and 
I would ask that power be conferred on the De- 
partment to enter into a contract to convey the 
moils twice a month, alternating with the line via 
Panama, by the route via Nicaragua or Tefauan- 
tepee, at a sum not exceeding two huadred thou- 
sand dollars a year. 

The expenditures of the Department for the 
past fiscal year amounted to $10,405,386 36, viz: 

Compensatinn to po«tinutcr« (8,103,890 78 

Stiip, aietuBboat, and way letton. 17,613 67 

TnuM{M»taUonufUieBMtls.... 6,765^ 4S 

Wrapping MFRT 31,637 14 

Office flimiturc...-. 5^ 33 

Adv«ni«ina 64,603 53 

Mail ban 48,915 64 

Blanks.-. 48,563 94 

Mail Incka^eya, aud ■UUDU 11,666 76 

Mail deprt^tioiis aixl u AuaJ4acn(s. 63,501 77 

Clerks rorolliccs ^ 758,080 80 

EoMUge Rtampa S6,7M 77 

Btainped envulopea , 64,685 84 

Paynteat to letter carricn 163,915 59 

MiHuellaneoiiii payments 300,060 40 

Balance due to Bremen ST 

Balance dne'io Onst Biitaln 33^71 

«10,405^"m 

Tlie gross revenue of the Department, from all 
■oarcea, in the past fiscal year, was $6,930,831 66, 
iriz: 

Letter ponam , 91,754,766 96 

B^btered tetien 31,466 80 

BiampaaaM f,S3S,445 49 

Newnapets and paiuphleti 6^,745 49 

Finei ..". .VT!;?. 70 DO 

Emolumonts romraed. 74,800 03 

Letlcr-caTTlera 169,915 S9 

Dead lettera t),383 50 

Extra cnmpeiiMtioQ to posOnsMen over- 

chartered 14,714 96 

MiaceUsDeoas recBlpu^ 5,513 04 



If to the gross revenue derived from postages, 
and the other sources embraced in the foregoing 
statement, be added the permanent annuu ap- 
propriation of STOO.OOOj granted by the acta of 
3d March, 1847, and 3d March, 1851, for mail, 
service rendered to the Government in the 
trHnaportation and delivery of free matter, the 
entire revenue of the year 1856 will amount to 
t7,620,H21 G6. The expenditures of tlic year, as 
brfore stated, were $10,405,386 36, to which is 
to lie added the sum of $3,194 78, for accoanU 



closed by "bad" and *' compromised debts," 
less $612 96 for the amount of credit balances 
closed by " suspense aceount;" leaving the whole 
expenditure of the year,a8 stated bythe Auditor, 
$10,407,868 18. Hence it appears that the excess 
of expenditures over the gross revenue of the 
year, was $8,787,046 S3. 
The act to reduce and modify the rates of 

Sostage, and for other purposes," approved 
larch 3, 1851, went into operation on the let of 
July, 1851. By this act the 5 and 10 cent rates 
for inland letters, established by the act of 1845, 
were reduced to 3 cents, prepaid, and 5 cents 
unpaid, for anv distance under three thousand 
miles, and douole for distances over three thou- 
sand miles within the United States. These rates 
continued until the 1st of April, 1855, when the 
law requiring prepayment ot inUnd letters look 
effect, and estaolished the present ratei of 3 and 
10 eenta prepaid. 

In the fiscal year which ended June 30, 1853, 
the first afler the adoption of the reduced rates, 
the revenue was diminished about 33 percent.; 
and for the period of four years terminating on 
the 30tbr June, 1856, the average annual increase 
of revenue from letter postage and stamps sold, 
was only 9 33-100 per cent.; nearly four percent, 
of whicti average was derived from the extraor- 
dinary increase in 1854, which exceeded the pre- 
vious year 31 9-100 per cent. In 1853, 1855, and 
1856, the business of the country was neither 
seriously depressed nor embarrassed, and yet the 
average increase in these years was less than 5J 

fier cent., from which, it is fair to conclude, that 
ow rates of post^e have ceased to stimulate the 
correspondence or the country. 

It is estimated that the expenditures for the 
year 1857 will amount to $10,658,678, viz: 
For tranaportstion of the maila, foreign and Inland, and fbr 
local agenu, roate agenta, nad nail tneasengen,t6^7S,DO0 
Far compensation of poatniastors ; ahip, ateani- 
boac. and way lettcra; wrapinng paper, office 
t'omlture, advortlaing, mall baga,blanka, mail 
lorka, key*, and aUunps ; mail dcpmlatlons 
and special afenta ; clerks fbr offlcoa, poita|a 

atiunps and stompMl eavelopea 3,508,500 

For various eapensoa, incldsatal to ttae service, 100,000 
For balnnces payaUe u> flMCign .eouatries oa 

poattl accounts 910,l7lt 

For letuir earrten 165,000 

«10,66e,678 



The means available for the year 1857 are es- 
timated at $9,991,794 78, viz: 

Balance to tbe credit of the icveoua account on the 30ib 
of June, 1856, as stated by tbe Auditor ^700,599 7B 

Deduct Ibr BnavsUsUe baltiiGSi and auipend- 
ed credit, about. fiDO,000 00 

Probable available balance jS8B,S9B 78 

Orocs revenue for 1857, estimatPd at 7,33B,68S DO 

Appropriatiuna applicaUe to 1857, romaiuliig 

In Uia n^oniiy undnwn 3.063,500 00 

«S,991,794 78 

Eadmsted defldescy fa 1857 lo be provldad 
by Congren ^666,683 23 

If the permanent annual appropriation of 
6700,000, granted by Congress for services ren- 
dered to the Qovemment m the transmission and 
distribudon of fVee matter, be embraced in tlie 
revenue of each year, the annual excess of ex- 
penditore over revenue for four years past will 
be as follows, viz; 

EicSM ofeipendHure year ending— 

Juue 30, 1853, «S,049,364 67 
" « " 1834, ],660,!S4ea 

M " " I8iV 2,028,850 15 

« " " 1856, 3,787,046 52 

The deficiency in 1853 was, as above stated, 
$3,043,36.4 67. When I came into the adminis- 
tration of the Department in Sdorch, 1853, the 
liabilities of the year hod been chiefiy incurred, 
and, of course, exi.sting engagements were fully 
met. In the following year the Department was 
enabled, by the practice of a proper economy, 
and by the increase of its revenue, to enlarge lU 
expenditures whore the public service required it, 
and at the same time considerably to reduce the 
denciency. 

But in the year 1855 the increase of revenue 
was small, and the additional burdens thrown 
upon the Department were very large. These 
were noticetl in detail in my annual report of 
that year; but I deem it ezptMicnt again to rofer 



to them. A considerable item of increase arose 
from the giialt of larger commissions to post* 
masters, by the act of June 33, 1854, which 
amounted to about $316,493 30, to which nre to 
be eulded various grants to mail contractors, 
amounting to $56,606 33, and other items, form- 
ing aff a^refcate increase of $442,364 OS in the 
deficiency of 1655. 

The deficiency in 1856 is in like manner en- 
larged by the operation of the act of Jane S3, 
1854, granting increaKd commissions to post- 
mssters, by the greater cost of the mail service 
on t^e Olisaissippi river, and by the rapid exten- 
sion of the service generally. The additional . 
compensation to postmasters in 1856, under the 
act mentioned, alone amounts to not less than 
$330,000, and without regarding the immense 
increase of service throughout the country since 
1858, it will be aeen tiiat if the additiona] oom- 
pensation allowed to postmailem alone be de- 
ducted from the expenditures, tbe whole defiei" 
ency of the year will not exceed that of 1650 mora 
than $41,400. 

While the deficiency has been thus augmented, 
the increase of the service has been very great. 
During this period the railroad service was in- 
creased 7,908 miles, in length of routes, at a cost 
of $709,060. The increase of service, by modes 
not specified, in the dilTerent sections of the Union, 
in the same period, amounted to 19,733 milea in 
length, and 6,SS3,944 in annuel transportation, 
the additional coat of which was $479,661. There 
was a reduction in coach and steamboat service, 
owing chiefly to the constri^ction of railroads, but 
much higher prices had to be paid under the new 
lettings, and although the tables show a decrease 
of 5,731 miles in both descriptions of service dar- 
ing the three years, tbe increased cost amounted 
to $350,785. 

In my lost annual report, in referring to the 
deficiency in the -Post Office revenue,! expressed 
my regret that Congress had not abolished the 
franking privileee iraen they passed the act of 3d 
March, 1851, reducing tbe rates of postage. The 
experience of the last year has satisfied me more 
fiilly that this privilege should be speedily abol- 
ished. For months during this year free matter 
by the ton passed through the mails into every 
part of the United States, interfering greatly 
with the regular transmission of the correspond- 
ence of the country. When this free matter 
posses from the railroads, it is almost impracti- 
cable to forward it Ijy the ordinary convey- 
ances. The evil is yearly increasing, detracting 
laigely from the revenues of the Department^ 
and impairing its cfRciency. 

By the act of 1825 the revenue of the Post 
Office Department was entirely tn the control of 
the Postmaster General, the objecW of expendi- 
ture being generally left to his discretion, and he 
vnis simply required to pay atl the expenses. 
The extension of the postal system over our 
rapidly^rowing country required a more thor-. 
oush organization, which was effected by the act' 
of July, 1836. That act required " specific esti- 
mates'' to be submitted at each session of Con- 
gress; and when an appropriation was made it 
was limited to the a^regate sum of those esti- 
mates, and there was no autlioritv' to exceed 
them. The appropriation was maoe out of tho 
revenues of the Post Office Department, the the- 
ory bung that the Denirtment should sustain 
itself. The beneficial eifects of this act, intended 
to secure a system of rigid accountability, have 
been impaired by varioua causes. After estt* 
mates have been submitted, additional service, 
involving laige expenditures, has been required 
by law without any additional appropriation. 

The railroad service, wbieh has been rapidlr ~~ 
extended in every section of the country, thougn 
much more advantageous, is fur more expensive 
than the old modes of service, and the increased 
revenue arising therefrom has not been in propor- . 
tion to the increased outlay. The reduced rates 
of postage having largely reduced the revenue, it 
has not been possible to confine the expenditures 
of the Department within its income, and the 
Postmaster General has been compelled to apply 
to Congress annually to appropriate the deficiency 
from the general Treasury. These causes have 
removed in effect the salutary restraint imposed 
by the act of 1836^^^l^l^|(^ of thi» 
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Department, in a^eat degree, unconlxolled ia hia 
expenditures. I^ia atate of things should not 
eonttnoc. The laws ehoald be so framed as to 
produce a sufficient amount of rerenue to defray 
all proper expenditures. 

If my views regarding the abolition of the 
franking privilege— a measare which would 
frreatly reduce the expenses of the Department — 
be not adopted by Congress, I would recommend 
the passage of a law enabling tho Deparlment to ' 
charge the ordinary rates of postage on letters ' 
and printed matter which now imsa itee through 
the mails. If, in addition to this, the clause of 
the act of 3OU1 August, I85S, allowing a deduc- 
tion of fifty per cent, on newspapers and period- 
icals, when raid quarterly or yearly in aavance, 
be abotialied, aa recommended in my last two 
annuai reports, and the Department be relieved 
from tbe expense of ocean mail steamship and 
Isthmus service, it would, with a proper economy, 
soon sustain itself. Thepower of the head of 
this Department over the Treasury would then be 
confined within proper limits, and the account- 
ability eontemplatea by the act of 1836 again be 
established. ' 

The operation of tlie act which went into effect 
1st April, 1855, requiring prepayment of postage 
on letters from one point to another witnin the 
United Slates, has proved generally very satis- , 
factory. Without alluding to other advantages, : 
it afibrds tbe only sure means of guarding the I 
Department against loss from fraud or carelesa- 
oess; and I beg to renew my former recommL-ndn- . 
lion fur the passage of an act making prepayment ! 
also couipulsory on all transient prmted matter. I 

By the act of 3d Moreh, 1S45, the Postmaster ■ 
General is authorized, under the restrictions and ' 
provisions of tl>e existing laws, to contract for | 
the transportation of the mails of the United 
Sialoe between any uf the ports of the United 
Status and a port or ports of anv foreign Power, 
whenever in Uia opinion the puolic interests will { 
thereby be promoted. It is made bis duty to ' 
report to the next ensuing Congress a copv of 
each of these contracts, with a statement or the 
amount of postage derived under the same. These 
Gontracu must be mode with citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, the oiail carried in American vessels 
by Americiin citizens, and the conirscta may be 
made for a term not exceeding ten years, and 
must contain stipulations reserving the right to 
tlie two Houses of Congress to terminate them 
by a joint resolution. The power jgiven by this 
act is one under which large expenditures, involv- 
ing millions, could be created, but neither of my 
predecessors nor myself has ever used the author- 
ity thus given. Believing that Congress should 
reserve Lue right to say to how many and to what 
foreign porU the mails of tb« United Stales should 
be transported, and the amount of money which 
shoidd be expended for that purpose, 1 would 
recommend the repeal of so mucli o£ this act as 
confers this great power 00 tbe Postmaster Qon- 
eral. 

The contract for the lines between New York 
and Bremen, tmd New York and Southampton 
and Havre, will expire on the 1st of June, 1857. 
For the most part, the service has been per- 
formed to the satisfaction of the Department. If 
this service is t^be continued, the Department 
should at once be authorized to advertise, or to 
lake such other steps aa may be deemed wise 
and expedient by Congreas, to secure that ob- 
ject. The present contractors stale that they are 
prepared to build other and swiAer ships than 
those now on the liaes, provided their contract 
be renifwed; and, if the service ia to go into other 
handa, the new contractora should liave ample 
time given them by which they may be enabled 
to commence the new service immediately on the 
expiration of the present contract. 

Iq relation to tnese mail lines to foreign ports, 
I may be permitted to observe thai, if the present 
system is to be continued— of susiaioinr them, 
in whole or in part, out of the funds of tne gen- 
eral Treasury, no reason in' perceived why one 
port of tbe United Statea should be preferred to 
the exclusion of others. Prom the port of New 
York there now run four lines, embracing the 
braiicli from New Orleans to Havana, which re- 
csive from the Treasury the yearly sum of one 
million four hundred and ninety-eig^t thousand 
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dollars; and appropriations continue lo be asked 
for other lines running from the seme port. 

The establishment of steam lines from any port 
adds considerably to its trade and importance; 
and the advantage arising therefrom should be 
distributed equally, as for as practicable, among 
the different Statea of the Union. 

General regularity has been observed On all the 
United States steamship lines, except between 
New Orleans and Vera Cruz, and New Orleans 
and Aapinwall. On the line to '^^ra Cruz the 
service nas never come up to the requirements of 
tbe contract — only two trips monthly, instead of 
three, having been performed, omitting Tampico; 
and from the 16tb August to 14lh October last the 
service by steamer was entirely suspended. For 
these delinqaenciea suitable deductions have been 
m&dc. 

The most serious complaints have arisen (Vom 
the repeated failures of the New Orleans mail to 
connect with the New York and Pacific line at 
the Isthmus of Panama. No less than thirteen of 
those failures, cither outward or inward, jiave 
occurred since tbe SOth of June, 1855. Some of 
these, it is alleged, have been occasioned byacci- 
denta to the atcamera, and othera from other 
CBuaea beyond the control of the company. Many 
more foilurea have occurred since the contractors 
have run via Havana than when the service was 
direct between New Orleans and Aspinwall. 
From July, 1852, to September, 1854, the mails 
were conveyed direct, but by their contract the 
company stipulate only to run from New York 
und New Orleans to Havana, thence by one line 
to Aspinwall; and the Department cannot com- 
pel them to keep up the direct service. Every 
means, however, witnin the power of the Depart- 
ment hae been, and will continue lo be, employed 
to enforcing regularity; and it is hoped there trill 
be no further cause of complaint. 

I regret that the differences hitherto preventing 
the conclusion of a postal conrenlion with France 
are still unadjusted. The hojie was entertained 
that, as this Department had yielded to the de- 
sire of the French Government as regards the 
adoption of the quarter-ounce settle for Icllcra, an 
arrangement would before this have been con- 
summated and in sueeessflil operation. The 
terms offered on the part of the United Statetare 
certainty liberal, and there appears to be no good 
reason why they may not oe accepted. It was 
with reluctance, however, that consent on our 
part was given to the auarter-ounce scale, since 
the half-ounce for single letters ia the scale ob- 
served with us, and in all our postal arrai^meots 
with foreign countries; and looking to a cheap, 
simple, and, as far as practicable, uniform system 
of postage — which it is hoped may t>cfore long 
be arranged for international correspondence 
throughout the civilized world— it would be an 
important point gained were the French Gov- 
ernment to assent to the general introduction of 
tbe half-ounce scale. 

The French Govemmeni having made provis- 
ion for the transit conveyance through England, 
of books, pamphlets, newspapers, magazines, 
and other printed matter from the United States 
addressed to Prance, Algeria, orcities of Turkey, 
Syria, and Egypt, where Prance has postal ar- 
rangements, on application of the French Director 
General of Posts, in the month of March last 
instructions were issued from this Deparlment 
authorizing tbe transmission, via England, of all 
such printed matter, on prepayment of tho same 
rates of United States postage as are' chargeable 
thereon when dispatched to France direct. 

A proposition has been received from the 
Britisn Post Office for a-reduction of the postage 
between the United States and Great Britam from 
twonty.four to twelve cents the single letter. In 
answer, this Department has indicated a willing- 
ness to agree to this proposal, provided the transit 
charge on mails pasairig through England, from 
and to the United Statea, is reduced to twelve and 
a half eenti an ounce, the price paid by that 
Government for the conveyance of the British 
and Canada mails through the United Stales. 
This Department has been for years endeavoring 
to have an abatement made in this transit charge , 
which is considered excessive, and in the present 
instancB the condition was rendoied neoessary, 
innamueh aa a redueUoD on United Slatci and 



Britiah correspondence will involve, also, a re- 
duction of the sea postage on the Unil^ States 
and continental closed mails, the effect of which 
would be gready to reduce the receipts from th« 
United States mail alcamahip lines, iinli>aa ihure 
is a corresponding reduction in the British transit 
lax, so that by lowerrates correspondence would 
be inereaaed sufficiently to prevent toss. 

So far as Great Britain is concerned, in the 
event of a reduction simply in the Atlantic post- 
age, it is not ViktAj she would suffer any serious 
diminution of her postal revenues, since she 
would doubtless be campcnaated for any lose on 
tliat account by the increased amount of transit 
postage siiti would realize under such an arrange- 
ment. This condition was, moreover, coupled 
with an offer on the part of this E>epartment to 
have the tranait price for all closed mails, in both 
countriea, fixed at th« uniform rate of twdve and 
a half cents ,an ounce — a concession which would 
secure to the Britiah and Calirornia and West 
India closed mails the right of transit, in some 
cases, at one half, and in others at only ono 
quarter, the price now charged under the treaty. 

I was the more ready to make this concession, 
first, because I regarded it aa of the highest im- 
portance that the correspondence between this 
country and Europe should be relieved from the 
oneroua tax to which it isnowaubjected,in order 
[hat the people on both sides of the Atlantic, in 
their social and buaineas intereourse, may be aa 
little trammeled as possible; and second, becauss 
it is likewise very desirable, as well in foreign M 
in domeatic poatai arrangements, that simptieity 
and uniformity should be observed. 

Arrangements have been made between tliii 
Department and the postal authorities of Great 
Britain and Canada providing for the registralioii 
of valuable letiera transmitted befween those 
countries and the United Stales. The United 
States registration fee ia five cents — the same as 
on registered letters to any place in this country. 
[The articles of agreement ore annexed.] 

Articles of agreement have been drawn and 
executed on behalf of this Departrhent, provid- 
ing for a regular exchange of mails with Holland. 
The project ia favorably regarded by the Gov* 
emment of the Netherlands, and assurances havft 
been received leading to tbe belief that, with a 
slight modification touching the Belgian transit 
postage, it will be accepted. 

An Informal arrangemeiit has been entered into 
with the free city of Hamburg for an exchange 
of mails by means of the direct line of Hamburg 
steamera, plyin? monthly between that city and 
New York. The aingie rate of postage estab- 
lished for lettera ia ten cents; no mails for places 
beyond iiamburg being transmitted by this tine. 

With Mexico no postal eonvention has yet 
been concluded, but it it confidently hoped that 
the pending negoUatione on this subject may 
result in an arrangement mutually advantageoua 
to both countries. 

The statistics of the foreign moil service are 
folly staled in appendix A, annexed to this re- 
port. I will, however, briefly mentiqn some of 
the principal rasulta in this important branch of 
Uie service, as compared with the operations of 
the fiscal year ended June 30th, 1855. 

The aggregate amount of postage, foreign and 
domeatic, on mails transported Br the United 
States mail steamship Imes, was |1^035,740 33, 
which is a decrease of ^,890 40 from Uie pre- 
vious year. The decrease of postage by the 
Collins line was $43,117 86; by the Havre line, 
$503 and by the Charleston and Havana line, 
1545 61. By the Bremen Jine thepostages were 
increased $13,593 77; by the New York and Cal- 
ifornia lines, $6,37U 93; and by tbe New Orleans 
and Vera Cruz line, $311 89. 

Tiic total amount of letterpostajpr on British 
mails during the year was $897,648 70, being a 
decrease from last year of $39,048 74. Of (hi* 
amount $601,031 40 was colleiited in the United 
States, and $396,617 SO in Great Britain, showing 
an excess of $304,414 10 collected in this coun- 
try. The unpaid received from Great Britain 
exceeded tlie paid received $155,454 94, and the 
paid sent from the United States exceeded the 
unpaid sent fl46,959 16. 

-Tbe total letter poetoees on Prussian dosed 
iMtli was 1^,455 71, wb^^ ^sriw butlitde 
Digftized by VjOO^ Iv, 
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from the' preceding year, when the postages 
on this claM of correspondence amounted to 
|S99,578 46. The proportion of this postage 
ooUected by the United States was, faowerer, 
lai^y increased, the excess collected in this 
eountry being (80,388 83. This excess during 
theprevious year was |29,723 78. 

The amount of letter postage on Havre mails 
was 116,139 08, all of which was collected in this 
oouniry. Last year the postage on these muls 
•moanled to |I6,915 93. 

A corresponding decrease has also taken place 
in the amount of correspondence exchai^d with 
Bremen, the total postages being only $55,789 85, 
oril,874 31 less than the preceding year. 

U will thus be obserred that the amount of 
foreign correspondenee has not only fallen off 
▼ery considerably, but the revenue deriTed there- 
from to the United States Post OfGcc lias like- 
wise been materially lessened by the lately 
inenBsed etdlcfitions made in this country, as 
compared with any previous year. During the 
year ended 30th June, 1855, the excess of British 
postages collected by the United States over the 
total amount of United States posta^^s collected 
by Qreat Britain was (64,830 64. This excess 
during the fiscal yearwas increased to $84,530 83, 
Botwithstandinff the diminished amount of cor- 
mpondence. Like resulte are exhibited in re- 
spect to the mails exchanged with Prussia and 
Bremen, showing that under our postal arrange- 
ments with those countries, the principle of 
optiomU prepsymeat operates very unecmally 
against the United Stai^, the expenses of col- 
lection being chiefly borne by this Department, 
which not only collects its own, but also a very 
large proportion of the foreign postages, and 
accounts for the same, in full, to the foreign 
offices, without receiving any compensatory 
benefit in return. 

The gross amount of United States postiige 
on mails conveyed during the year by the Col- 
lins line, was #415,867 4i; by the Bremen line, 
U38,937 04; and by the Havre line, |88,463 99. 
UedneUng the United States inland postages on 
these mails, the jMt revenue fVom ocean poetu^s 
by the Collins line was |339»?49 14; by the Bre- 
men line, |86,49a 88*, and by tlie Havre line, 
#71,882 10. 

The general results of the foreign-mail service 
during the year, as exhibited in the appendix, 
will 1m found, on comparison, not to jrary mate* 
rjally in oth^r respects from those of the fiseid 
year ending June 30, 1855. 

Notwithstanding the unusual extension of mail 
Ibcilities, and the increase of railroad service, the 
number and cost of mail-baga have been very 
considerably diminished. The redoetbA in this 
item of expense amounts to #14,513 75, or 31 
per cent, less than the expenditure incurred for 
this article in the preceding year. Measures 
which have been adopted to prevent abuses and 
secure increased vi|^nce and accountability in 
respect to this species of public property, as well 
as improvements which have been introduced in 
the system of bogging and distribution, are be- 
lieved to be the principal circumstances which 
have tended to produce this favorable result. 

A report will be presented to Congress con- 
taining a specific statement of the fines imposed, 
and the deductions made from the pay of the con- 
tractors for failures and other irregularities which 
have occurred in the conveyance of mails during 
the year. It wilt be seen that these fines and de- 
dncuonshaveamounted to the sum of #163,740 05. 
^34^0^ previous, year they amounted to 

On the passage of the Post Office appropriation 
bill, at the last session of Congren, the follow- 
ing amendment was inserted, and became a law: 
" ^nd be it fiuHur enacted. That the first Comp- 
troller of tlie Treasury be, and he is hereby, re- 

Juired to adjust the damages due to Edward H. 
larmiek and Albert C. Ramsey, on account of 
the abrogation by the Postmaster Oeneral of their 
contract to carry the mail on the Vera Cruz, Aca- 
pulco, and San Francisco route, dated the fifteenth 
of February, eighteen hundred and fifly-thm; to 
adjudge and award to them, according to the 
principles of law, equity, and justice, Uie amoaat 
vo found duej and toe Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby required to pay ibe •aiqa to the said 



Carmick & Ramsey out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. " I append 
to this report copies of the correspondence on file 
in the Department on this subject. From this 
it will be seen that the contract was simply a con- 
ditional one, to have no force or validity unless 
it met with Uie sanction of Congress. 

In order to enable the projectors of the route 
to show that it wds praeticafaifef and ^at the mail 
eould be carried witnin the time stipulated in the 
contract, and thus to recommend iu sdoption by 
Congress, on their application, my predecessor, 
under date of 7th of March, 1853, authorized the 

Kostmastsrs of New Orleans, San Francisco, 
Ionterey,and San Diego, "to make up and send 
a mail by the VeraCrtiz and Aeapuico line, when 
said communication is open, and the contractors 
are prepared to carry a mail on the terms of their 
contract of February 15, 1853." In communi- 
cating to the •contractors this authority to the 
postmasters, he informed them that it was given 
"with the express understanding that neither 
this Department nor the Government was to be in 
any way holden for any expenses attending such 
service; but, as provided in the cootrut, it is left 
to Congress to detennine whether the contract is 
to be sanctioned by an appropriation to carry it 
into effect; th^pay, if any, for said service com- 
mencing only in accordance with the terms of the 
contract — namely, from the time Congressshoutd 
ratify the contract." Thus the matter stood on 
the^h of March, 1853. 

On the 15th of June of that year the Depart- 
ment received the letter referred to in my first 
annual report. If silence had been observed, and 
the contracting parties had gone on making ex- 
penditures, wiUiout a knowfedge that its ratifica- 
tion could not be recommended to Congress, tliey 
might have had some pretext for complaint. 
After a careful consideration of the subject the 
conclusion was arrived at that the route was im- 
practicable for mail purposes, and that the con- 
tract could not meet my approbation. These 
being my views, 1 deemed it but just to the con- 
tractors that they should know them, and they 
were accordingly communicated to them; leaving 
them to determine whether they would proceed 
in their endeavors to establish the route, and ob- 
tain the ratification of the contract by Congress, 
without the aid of the Department, or afauidan 
the attempt. 

Such was the action of the Departmentand the 
cause of it, which did not certainly interfere with 
any of therights of the contractors. Neither was 
the order of the Postmaster General of the 7th of 
March, 1853, annulled. The mail to and from 
San Francisco being a very important one, it was 
deemed but proper that the head of the Deper^. 
ment should alone determine whether the con- 
tractors had provided the necessary means for its 
safe transmission, and that this power should not 
be unreservedly delegated; the postmasters at 
NewOrieans,San Francisco, Monterey, and San 
Diego, were therefore directed, in case the con* 
tractors applied to them for a mail, " to report to 
he Department for fbrther iristrucuons. " 

No instructions were ever required by the 
postmasters, nor was any request made by the 
contractora to deliver the mails. The only in- 
stance in whieh such request wss made yna that 
contained in the letter or E. H. Carmick, of No- 
vember IS, 1853, in which he asks that an order 
may be given permitting him, "as one of the 
contractors, to carry a mail on thts route from 
California, leaving it opLional with persons to 
send by this way, and to designate the same on 
the letter;" but, as it appeared that the contract 
had gone into other hands, it was not thought 
that a reply was necessary. 

In the same spirit, and with a determination 
not to interfere with the contract, or with any- 
thing my predecessor had done, the letter of the 
30th November, 1853, \o Messrs. Harris and 
Morgan was written. Independentiy, however, 
of these considerations, there was no obligation, 
either express or implied, on the part of the De- 
partment, to aid the contractors in the ratification 
of their contract by Congress. All the. expenses 
incurred were at the risk of the contractors, vol- 
untarily assumed by them; and if they could 
have shown that the route was as practicable 
and expeditious as r^resent«d, their contract 



would, no doubt, have been confirmed by Con- 
gress, and themselves amply indemnified. 

Their allegations in their letters to the Depart- 
ment, that the road was equipped, end that tlioy 
had placed the commercial cuiea of San Fran- 
cisco and New Orleans within fifteen days ' postal 
intelligence of each other, could then have been 
corroborated; and could such have been shown 
to be the case, no aid from the Department was 
nccessHfy, and no opposition that could have 
been made would have prevented the ratification 
of their contract by Congress, and the passage 
of an appropriation to carry it into effect. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, jjyuES CAMPBELL. 

To the Pbbsidbht. 



THE PBEB1DENT>B HBSBAGE. 

SPEECH OF I. WASHBUBN, Jr^ 

Of MAINE, 
Iv THE HOOSB or RXFMIBltTaTIVH, 

Dteember 10, 1856. 

On tlM qncMion of reArring lbs PreMsat^ HSNSg* to tbe 
Conuninea of the Whole on tbe Mata of the Usfoa, sod 
the prinilag of tea Ihen—d coplH thereof. 

Mr. WASHBUBN, of Maine, said: 
Mr. Smakbh; I am not inclined to ftvor the 
proposition before the House to print an unusu- 
ally large number of copies of this message. 
The success of the amendment to the motion of 
the gentieman from Ohio [Mr. Campbell] would 
be regarded, not unfairly perhaps, as an indorse- 
ment by the House of the contents of that ex- 
traordinary paper. I propose to star? briefly some 
of the reasons which counsel me not to be a party 
to such indorsement. The message opens with 
studied and calumnious misrepresentations of 
the purposes of a great, growing, and patriotic 
party, soon to be tbe dominant party in the Re- 
public; it contains charges against the people of 
the free States of unfriendly designs and aggres* 
sions, running through many years, upon the 
people of the slave States, and which I believe to 
o6 without the slightest foundation in fact; it is 
ftiU of sophistries and Special pleadings out of 
place in what should be arespectfbl antfdignified 
State paper; finally and chiefly, it proclaims doc- 
trines which I must regard as anti-republican 
and unconstitutional, at war with the theory of 
our system and the genius of our institutioaa. 
The President says: 

"Protected tty the law* and nnfc* t*f ihe Goventment 
tber BMslI, aMocfatioiu have been Ibnned Id Kmie ot' tbe 
Btaiea ot Individuals, wbo, frettfiding to aeek only to 
prevent Ibe ipread of the Inatiuitton of alavei; iniu the 
preaent or ttttan inchoate Ststca of the Union, are really 
Inflamed witii doaiie lo chanfc tbe domeMic bjatiiuOoni of 
axlatlns tetea.** 

It is not difficult tonnderaland to whom the 
President refers in this extract. The Reptiblican 
party pretend to.seek only to prevent the spread 
of slavery into the present incnoate or future in- 
choate States of the Union — and this, it is not 
denied, is the party to whieh he alludes; but 
while pretending this and nojpore, he allegea 
that its members are reoUy inflamed with a desire 
to change the domestic institutions of existing 
States — or in other words, to abolish slavery in 
the States in which it exists. The Republicans 
deny and have ever denied this imputation. They 
seek only to do that for which they have con- 
stitutional warrant, and they know and admit that 
they have no right to interfere with slavery in the 
States. But the President tells them and the 
country that he knows better, and that their pre- 
tenses are fhlse and hypocritical; that — 

" To aecomptiah their objeeta, they dedicate themaelves 
to the odioua tank of depreciating the Goircmmenl onmn- 
Isaiion which atand* in ihelr way, and of calumnlnUng, 
with Indiacrlmliiate invective, not only the citiz«ns of par- 
ticular Statca, with wboae laws they Und i^uli,butall others 
of their felluff-citiaem thnAghout tbe country n ho do nnt 
participate with them in their awaulla npon the Consiitu- 
tion, ftamed and adopted by our Iktiiersj and olaimiiut for 
the pririlegec it baa Meared, and tbe bteuinK* it bui coa- 
feired, the ateody auppoit and gratefnl reverence tit Uieir 
children. ITAeytedt a» t^fettwUtk Ucy teeU Jbnow to te ■ 
rnotationars one." 

They seek, says this flippant libeler, to revo- 
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ment under which they live, to subvert the Con- 
■titutloo which claims their steady support and 
grateful rererence. They weU know wnat they 
•re sbout. The President does not content him- 
seir with mying that the tendency of their opin- 
ions and seuona is to revolution, bat he permits 
himself to assert that they mmh it: 
" They are M^«eiyawantb«t thecbanfe in the re1atlv« 
' condUion or the white and Mack race* Id the fllaveboldlDi 
StatM, wMdi ttm wM wmiate, Is bayond Uwir IswAu 
saihonty." 

They are **perAet]y aware" that they are en- 
gaged in en unlawful workJ The fint officer in 

thff Qovernment must entertain a very poor opin- 
ion of a Isr^ majority of the people in eleven 
States of the Union, including tnat in which he 
wae born and educated. They understand, too, 
chat their obtect is a foreign as veU as an illegal 
one, yet so oetermined are they to accomplish it 
that they are even prepared to resort to the means 
which he found so successful in subjugating un- 
liwpy Kansas, and will push on though their 
path lies ■* through burning cities, and ravaged 
fields, and slaughtered poptHations, and all there 
is most terrible in foreign, complicated with civil 
and servile war. " With all their shamming they 
are downright disunionisbs, for they are perfectly 
aware " tluLt the first step in the aUempt" to 
emancipate the slaves (which the Presidental leges 
tlicy have already taken) *' is the forabU disrup- 
tion ^ m eovmtry embra^ng in its broad bosom a 
degree of liberty, and an amount of individual 
and public prosperity, to which there is no par- 
allel in history, and substituting in its place not- 
tile OoTcrnments, driven -^t once and inevitably 
into mutual devastation and iVatricidal carnage, 
traiuforming the now peaceful and felicitous 
brotherhooa into a vast permanent camp of armed 
men, like the rival mimarchies of Europe and 
Asia." 

If this indictment can be sustained, the history 
of the world does not furnish the record of a peo~ 
' pie more insatiate and ma%Qant in their wiexed* 
nesB than the one million four hundred thousand 
men who compose the Republican party of the 
Unitsd States. Not satisfied with destroying the 
Union, they would follow up this great crime by 
consummating the worfa of emancipation among 
a fieople from whom they will have been entirely 
separated. The President continues: 

" ITdl J hw ls f ibat aoeli, and loeb only, are the nwans 
and ibp coaarvehcCB at nelr ptana ana puipoMs, they 
endeavor to prapare the people of the United StaiM for 
cfeitiMir hy doing cvuyUiuif in ttieir power to deprlva the 
CoDKlnitlnn and the laws of moral aaUtority, and to tarftr- 
miatUtt/sMecfttft ITMvit by appeals to puidaa and mc- 
ikuial prelndlce, by Indoctrlnaiiiii its people with reelp- 
loctil hitiM, and ay edscatlng ifiem to atand bet to ikce 

enemlef, rather than itaouUer to ■ boulder aa ftiendi. " 

I would comment upon Uiis extract did I not 
feel my utter inability to do justice to the sub- 
ject. Of course, sir, these cnai^s are untrue. 
1 say of course, because it is morally impossible 
that they should be well founded. But aside 
from this, their want of truth can be established 
by evidence of the strongest character that can be 
adduced in negation of any groundless cha^. 

Mr. Speaker, where ought candid and justmen 
to go to find the views anaparposes of the Repub- 
lican party ? Where, if not to their platftirm of 
principles and duties f And have not we, who 
are members of^hat party, a right to daim that 
we shall be judged by that, in the same manner 
that other parties are tried by their organic dec- 
larations and pUtforma 7 The Republicans are 
contented to judge the Democratic party by the 
platform ere^od at Cincinnati, ana they insist 
that their F«rty shall be tesisd by that framed at 
Philadelphia. But the President charges upon 
us opinions and aims the very reverse of those 
contained in that platform. He assumes thatwe 
are guilty; that our purposes are criminal; and 
regards our disavowal of such purposes, and the 
deliberate and solemn declarations of our real 
intentions, as false and insincere — the shame of 
a criminal. It has been said that men are unable 
to ascribe virtues to others of which they have 
no conception themselves. It is not impossible 
that the unprejudiced reader of the message may 
think that there is a basis of truth in the remark. 
We claim that our intentions and objects are u> 
be ascertaiittd bv reference to the platfprm care- 
fully eonstmctea by a convention of delegates 
ftim some twenty Staiet of Uw Union, repre- 



senting as much intelligence, probity, and patri- 
otism, OS any convention that ever assembled in 
this country. I will read that platform; it is as 

follows: 

" This convention of DelefatM, SMCDibled In poisuance 
of a call addrened tothe peoplec^tbe United SiaiM, with-, 
out regard to pa«t political differences or diviaioni, wtio are ' 
(^pOMd to the repeal of Uic Minourl compromlH ; to tha 
policy of the present Admin Utration ; to the ea tendon of 
slavery Into free territory; in hvor ofUie artmiwion of 
KaDsaa as a frtia State ; of restoriHK the action of tbe Pad- 
eial Cktvemment to tbe prtadplM m Waabinftoa aad Jaf- 
ftnon i and for Ike psrpoaa of praaiinilBg ff a n d M a ww for 
dw oflicea of Presidesl sad Vice Preatdenti do 

" 1. Rtaohg, That tlw nalBtenancfl at tbe p ri nciplaa 
proanlnted ia the Declaration of Indepe&danca, and em- 
bodlsd » tbe Federal CoaniiatioB, m ssieatlsl to tbs pre- 
lervaiioa of oar repabUcaa Inadtuikiiui i and that the Fed- 
eral Cmiaiiuitifln, thfe rigtau of tbe States, and tlw Unloa of 
tbe Statea, shBll be preserved. 

"3. RecolMd, "niat. witli our Republican thtben, we 
bold It to be a self-evident iruih that all men at* endowed 
with the inBUeoable right in Vifi, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness ; and that the primary abject and nllsiior design 
or our PedeAl Government were to secaie tboM rights to 
nil persons vritbin its exclusive Jurfsdietkm i that aa osr 
BepvMican (kthers, when they liad aboliabed slavery In *H 
our national lerrlloiy, ordained that no peraon sbouhl be 
deprived of Uib, llbatty, or property, without dua process of 
law, it becomes our duty to tnaiatain ihia providon of the 
CoDsthotioa ajpUnsiall attempts to violate il, to prevent the 
establishment of slavery in the Territories or the United 
States by positive legislation prohibiting its existence 
therein. And we denrtbe authority ori^ngressjOfa Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, of any individual or assoclatioi^jof In- 
dividuals, to five legal esistrace la stavery in any Terri- 
lory of the United Btaies, while the present Consiltation 
shall be mafnisined. 

"3. AcsotMd, That the Constitution confers upon Con- 
peas sovereign power over tbe Territories of the Ualied 
Btaiea fbr thetr govemineni, and ibst In the exercise of lUs 
power it Is both tbe right and tbe dn^ of Congress to pro- 
hibit, in its Territories, those twin relics of barbarism, pmyg- 
amy aad slavery. ' 

"4. JtaioJsed, That wbUe the Constilntlon of tbe United 
Stales was ordained and established by the people in order 
to • fbrm a more peiftct union, establish Justice, insure do- 
DKstie tranquillity, provide for the comnKHi deffcnse, and 
seenie the blessings of liberty,' and contains ample pro- 
visions fbr theprotectioaof tbelife, libeny,and property of 
every citizen, the dearest constitutional ngbls of the people 
ofKansas have been fraudulently taken mm then ; 

" Their Territory fias been Invaded by an armed ftwee ; 

" BpuriouB and pretended legidatlve, ludlctal, and es- 
eeutive officers have been set over ihem, sy whoM osnrpad 
authority, susuined by the miliiair power of the Oovera- 
meat, tynnnica) and uneonstiiaiional laws have baea ea- 
acted and enlbrced ; 

" The ri^ts of tbe people to keep and bear anas have 
been loMnged ; 

" Test oaths of an extraordinary and entangHpg namre 
have been Imposed, as a coadiUon of eierctaingUwrigbtof 
suflrnge and holding office j 

'* Tbe right of an accused person to a speedy and pabUc 
trial by an impartial Jury has been denied t 

" The right of the people tu be secure In tbelr persons, 
houses, papers, and eflbcta, against unreasonable ssaictaes 
and seizures, has been violait^ ; 

" They have been deprived of Ulb, Hbattjr, a»d pfspt y, 
w^oBt due process of law ; 

(' That the llvedora of speech and of the press has been 
abrlteid; 

, *■ "Ilie right to choose tbelr Kepraseatadvea Has been 
made of no elfect ; 

" Murders, robberies, and anons, have been Instigated 
and encouraged, and the ofi^ndecs have been allowed to go 
an punished ; 

" That all thtese things have been done with the knowl- 
edge, sanction, and procurement of the present Adailnta- 
tration, and that for this high crime sgalnst tbe Constitu- 
tion, the Union, and humaniiy. we arraign that Adminis- 
tration, the President, his advisers, agents, supporters, 
apologliu, and accessories, either before (w after the Awts, 
befbte the country and belbre the worid ; aad that it is our 
Axed purpose to brinK the actual perpetrators of these atro- 
otoUH outrages, and tbelr accompltces, to a sure and con- 
dign punishment hereafter. 

*■ 5. RcsslMd, That Kaiwas should be Immediaiely ad- 
mltied as a State of the Union, wltb her present (no con- 
stitution, as at once the most effectual way of securing to 
her citizens the enjoyment of the ri^ts and privllegea to 
Which they are entlUed, and of ending tbe civil Hrilb now 
ruing In her tetritory. 

<' 6- JtMolMd, That the highwayman's plea, that < ml^t 
makes right,' embodied In tha Oetend drcnlar, was In every 
raapecinntronby of American dfpfaimacT, aad wovM bring 
shame and dishonor upon any Govemnent or people that 
gavs It tbelr sanetloa. 

"7. Rmolwai, That a isUraad to the PaciBe ocean, by 
the most central sad practical ronis, is imperatively de- 
tnaadad 1^ the intereati of tbe wbds eoaatry, and that the 
Federal GovenuneiitoaghttDfasderiflUMdlaie and affident 
aid In Its eonstruetion, aad, as aa aaxlllaiy thereto, tbe 
immediate eoBstraetlon of an emlgtaBt rauie oa tbe line of 
tbe railroad. 

<■ e. AcsotMd, That apanqitiatloBa by Congress for lbs 
ivpioveuient of rivers ana barbota, of a national ebsiacter, 
required ibr the aecommodatlon and S8cnri^<tf oar existing 
eommeree, an authtHlsed by tbe Cosadtnttoa, sad JustUled 
by the oblinticm of Oovemment to protect the lives and 
properw of Its citizens. 

" 9. KaMJesd, Thftt we Invite the afflllatlon and eoApera- 
tion of the men of all parties, bowever difiMag Tmn as hi 
otber raspeets, in suniort of the principles hm» dedani j 
and, btdlevinc that the spirit of oar laBtltMio«s,a«wrt as 



tbe Constitution of oar eountiy, guaraaries liberty of con- 
science snd equality of rights among cWseiis, we oppose 
all legiriatiOD hapairing tbelr security." 

Hen, sir, you find that the Republican party 
resolve that they mean to maintain the prin- 
ciples of die Decuration of Independence, and of 

the Constitution, and that "the righu of the 
States, and the Union of the States, shall be pre- 
served." In ^e face of this declaration the 
President informs Congress that they intend to 
trample upon the rights of the States, and destroy 
the Union. 

They assert that it is the duty of tbe American 
people « to prevent the establishment of slavery 
in the Territories of the United States, by pos- 
itive legislation prohibiting iu existence therem;** 
and they deny the authority of Congress, a 
Territorial I>gislature, of individoals or asaoct- 
ations, to give leeal existence to slavery to any 
Territory of the United States while the present 
Constitution shaJt be maintained. They declare 
that it is the right and doty of Congress, under 
Uie Constitution, to prohibit in the Territories 
those twin relics of oarbarismj polygamy and 
slavery. Now, is there anythiiw in all these 
averments and denials like inequality or injustice 
— that looks to sectionalism or disunion } It will 
be^ perceived that the leading, distinguishing 
principle of the Republican party upon the gen- 
eral question of slavery, is folded in the doctrine 
that It is the right ana tbe duty of the General 
Government to prevent the extension of slavery 
into free territory. If this be treason, Heaven 
help us ! We are all traitors ! 

Not only are the principles and purposes of 
the Republican party fiilly and clearly expressed 
in the Philadelpnia platform, but they have been 
repeiited a thousand times by the presses and 
speakere of the pariy, and in the resolutions of 
local (M>nventions, with constant and emphatic 
disavowals of tbe wish or purpose to interfere with 
skveiy in tbe States. Why should its members 
aloiK be singled oat by the President^ and his 
party, for reproach and of^robrium? Why ere 
they more obnoxious to censure than tbe wise, 
the great, and the good men, whose pathway* 
across our political horizon) from the sarly morn- 
ing, is luminous with similar opinions? If hold- 
ing these opinions justly exposes the Republicans 
to the imputation of bemg aiahonest and danger- 
ous men, fit to be classed with the " ilesperate 
and the damned," what shall save the Fatner of 
his Country, the Author* of the Dedaration of 
Independence, and the Father of the Constitution, 
from being placed in the seme category? Were 
Republican doctrines and designs more constitu- 
tional, or less pernicious in VJaS or 1^ or 1846, 
than in 1856? Tboy wtn among the axioms, 
the untiuesUonoble truths, and the fixed purposes 
of the Fathen; and the Republican party is but 
acting in the I^ht of their examples, and carry- 
ing out their instructions. When its members 
remember this, I trust they will be comforted, 
and be able to bear themselves bnvely and decor- 
ously sesinst the assaults of one whose calum- 
nies strilce so far. 

General Washington, in a letter to Robert 
Morris, makes use of the following language: 

" Jem soly wy, tJfrt U no^ mmwn living wAowUka mart 
•taeerdy ttc» /*> to ts« a pioK srfoptaf firtU ateUHoa of 
it, l$l<ivera;} bnt there is only one proper and effectuU 
mode In wnieh It can be acconylMisa, aad that Is by legis- 
l^ve aubority;wd dils,s»fv as Husuinaie wUI go, 
shall smr be waatlnf." 

Surely this justifies the RepuUieans in all 
that they propose to accomplish ; for to sincerely 
wish for the abolition of slavery is inconsistent 
with a desire to extend it. The power of the 
General Government to restrain slavery is recog- 
nized by the act of Congress of the 7th of 
August, which was approved by General 
Washington. In 1784, in the Congress of the 
Confederacy, Mr. Jefferaon reported a resolution 
to the effect "that after the year 1800 of the 
Christian era, there' sbonid be neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitode in awt tf asM Stab*, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crime 
whereof the said party shall have been dulv con- 
victed to have been personally guilty." It will 
be seen that Mr. Jefferaon designed to strike a 
single and btal blow to all slavery extension. 
That he did not consider Uiepowers of the Gov- 
ernment, in this regard, as^B^ausdJbrtMQon- 
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Mitution, is abown by the Taet that be approved, 
aa PreBident, many wwa — aome for the organi- 
sation of territorial govemmcnts with the alayery 
restriction — involving the existence of plenary 
power in Congress, to icgialaic for the Territories. 

Mr. Madison, who ought to know, frotn his 
connection with the Constitution, the objects lor 
which it was framed, and the powers it was de- 
signed to confer, has said; 

"1 HOLD IT EBIBNTIAL II* RVBKT I^OINT OT VIKW, TUAT 

Thk Gkhrdai. Covefnhemt piiontn have powEa to 
rREVBNTTue iHcREAGEOF iLAVEat."— Jforfiion Paperi, 
vol. 3, p. 1391. 

la it reasonable to believe that Mr. Madison 
assisted in the formation of a Constitution which, 
as he understood it, stripped the Government of 
4lApower to prevent the extension of slnverjr? 
That he did not, is apparent from the official 
sanction which he felt it his duly to give to laws 
of Congress enacted in the exercise of this author- 
ity. The existence of this power was assumed 
and acted upon by Congress in the acts oi^n- 
izing the Territories of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Micnigan, lown, Wisconsin^ Oregon, and Wnah- 
inginn. It was in virtue of this constitutional ri^ht 
that the Miiifionri compromise was passed in lS-20; 
and 1 chII ilie nttention of the HouHe to ilie fact, 
thai the assnrtion has been made, and, so far as 
1 know^ riL-viT denied, that at the time of the 
pnssnge of iliat compromise the President, Mr. 
Monroo, consulted his Cabinet upon the consti- 
tutionality of rhe measure, and that thoy were 
unanimous in deciding that it was within the 
constitutional nowor of Congress. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
ft-ill allow me lo interrupt him, I wish to know 
if I correctly understood bim to say, that the 
Missouri compromise was approved by Mr. 
Monroe and hi* Cabinet? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I stated that I 
have ao understood. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Do ^rou state it as 
a fact; and if bo, upon what authority? 

Mr. WASH BURN, of Maine. 1 have said that 
I had fio andrrstooil. I think it is ao stated in 
the diary of John Q,uincy Adams, and, if I mis- 
take not, Mr. Benton refers to the same faft in 
his Thirty Years in the United States Senate. I 
regard the authority of Mr. Adams, who was 
himself in Mr. Monroe's Cabinet, and at the 
head of it, as the best that cah exist of what oc- 
curred at that timet 

Now, sir, wl^ does the President charge the 
'Republican party with being sectionalists and 
disunionistu, ana as seeking to revolutionize the 
country, when its members are only doing what 
Mr, Monroe and his Cabinet, composed of such 
men as Adams, Crawford, and Calhoun, approved 
thirly-aix years ago? To the point that the 
avowed principles of the Republican party— and 
we insist, and will insist tfaat no nuuianoald deny 
that they are its real ones — are such ss we may 
maintain and carry out under the Constitution, 
I would refer the House to the decisiona of the 
Supreme Court, which are fbll, clear, and decisive 
upon this point. 

Thus have 1 sustained the positions of the Re- 
publican party by the authority of every depart- 
ment of ilie Government, and uy their acta, run- 
ling through a period of sixty years from the 
date of its organization. I sustain them, too, by 
the language of the Constitution itself: 

" CoiigrsM ■hftll have power to dl«pMe or and audif aU 
mttd/al rule* and rftitio** reapeciiof xhs territair or 
other prnperty bclonguig 10 tlie Uniicd States." 

And if, in the judgment of Congress, a " regula- 
tion" excluding slavery from the territory (or 
Territories) of the United States would be wise, 
salutary, " needful" — would tend to enhance the 
value of the land as land — to create a market for 
it — to encourage the settlement of the common 
domain, and to promote the welfare of the peo- 
ple emigrating tnereto, and increase the wealth 
and strength of the whole country — why, in the 
name of all the canons of interpretation since the 
invention of language, has it not dear, express, 
and indisputable power to make such a regula- 
tion ? 

Mr. Speaker, I have another authority to cite, 
in reply to the wholesale allegations by the Pres- 
ident of criminal motives and objects, on the port 
of the Republican party; and white I du not think 
so much of it as others may, 1 believe its intro- 



duction is fairiy allowable for the uae which I 
wish to make of it. It is the authority of the 
President himself. On page 6, of the pamphlet 
edition of his message, he says: 

" I rnnllilcntly beliL'Vc ihiil the great body of thoM who 
' incuiiitiilvm[i.'ly took ihin ilitai vKp are sincerely attached 
to tbe Uonstiiution uid ibc Union." 

What, sir, these men attached to ihe Constitu- 
tion and the Union, who nevertheless aeek au 
object wliich " they well know to be revolution- 
aryi" and who are "»ei:^c/(»( aware" that tliey 
can accomplish it only by means which will carry 
them "through burning cities," (such as Law- 
rence, when tne agents of tbe President fired it,) 
"ravaged fields, and slaughtered populations," 
(like tnoae to which he may point as his handi- 
work on the plains of distant Kansas 1} How 
can these men oe sincerely attached to the Union, 
when tliey are seeking an object which they 
know must be accomplished by revolution and 
diflunion? Sir, it ia an old saying that it is the 
penalty of error and falsehooo to destroy them- 
selves, and it needs no better illustration than 
has been furnished in this message. 

Sir, all heresies — all sina of opinion, if not of 
pracUce — may be tolerated and excused, except 
the enonnous crime of loving liberty and hating 
slavery. Ttiat ia the unpardonable sin which 
shall not be endured, neither under this Admin- 
istration nor that which is to come. Old-line 
Whigs — Wliigs of the siraightest sect; high-tariff 
and stilT-bank men — those whom the Democracy 
have denounced for a quarter of a century as 
false and dangerous men, unworthy of the eonfi- 
; dcnce of the people, though they stand covered 
' aa with a garment by their unrepentcd sins, have 
I but to bow the knee to the Dra|^n of alavery, 
I and worship it oa the god of their political idol- 
; atry,Rnd they arc boileaaa the ** bri^ght particular 
I Htare" of the so-called Democratic party, put 
I forward to places of leadenbip, and nominated 
to important offices. 

Third-dugree Know Nothings, in all their 
toggery, fresh from their fulminationa against tbe 
Pope, and hoarse with denouncing and deriding 
those who constitute, if not a majority, certainly 
a very large portion of the Democratic voters in 
free States, — mean our adopted citizens, — declare 
that the ancceas of freedom in a national election 
is tantamount to disunion, and juatifiet it*, and 
they are at once received as the willing and wel- 
come allies and loving coadjutors of the sham 
Democracy. 

Fire-eaters and nullifiers, red with uncommon 
wrath, no sooner shock the ear of the civilized 
world with the proclamation that slavery is a 
blessing, and the very corner-stone of republican 
institutions, than tliey are made the oriuJea, law- 
givers, and platform-builders of the party. 

Mr. Speaker, ia it not singular that all the ag- 
gressions and outrages, wrongs, crimes, and 
ireaaona, of wliich the President seriously com- 
plains, should be on the part of the people of the 
North — the land of fVse schools and a fVee Gos- 
pel, in which it is no ofTense'to read the Bible to 
the poor and lowly? To adopt the President's 
stylo of argument, I would inquire: is it true that 
cdncntion leads only to error? Is it true that tl^c 
Christian religion is the nuriiing mother of every 
vice and every crime? And is it not shameful 
that these wanton slanders, these swashing and 
malignant dintrtbcs against the northern people 
should come from one who was born and educa- 
ted in their midst,a»d who, like the cow-boys of 
the Revolution, can see nothing right in his own 
people, and rothing wrong among their oppo- 
nents? 

I will now call the alteniion of tbe Houac to 
some of the misstatements of facts in regard to 
the alleged aggressions of the North upon the 
South, which 1 tbiiib ore contained in tne mes- 
aagc. The Preaideut aays; 

" In (he loitR serffis of aetB of Imlireet snrKX'io)'. the 
firal woilliu streimoiM ngitniion, by eilizenri ol rbe nortiicm 
StjtfH, ill Cnnf|i^w< and mil or It. of thu iiuaatioii of negro 
euiniifipntion in ihu miuiIhtii i^iaiOK." 

Now, sir, I ask, when, where, how have the 
citizens of the northern States ever agitated, 
sirenuously or otherwise, the question of negro 
emancipation in the South • Where and by 
whom was ihiadone in Congress? I pause for a 
reply: J beg to know, I ask gentlemen to inform 



me, what the President means? The citizens of 
the free Slates — I speak of them as a whole — have 
never considered ttiat they had any right what- 
ever to interfere with slavery in the States, and 
have never sought secretly or overtly to interfere, 
I venture to aay tliat there are not a thousand 
legJ voters in tlie northern country who main- 
tain that auch a power exists in the people of the- 
free States, or who have ever intimated a desire 
to participate in a work of this kind. They have 
never, to my recollection, sent a petition or me- 
morial here for the ei^ercise of such a power, and 
I am informed, as matter of fact, that tbey have 
never done so; yet the President asserts in effect 
— for if he dues not mean this his language n 
pointless — that there is a party in the North 
sufficient in numbers to ma^e it formidable, if 
not dangerous, who aeek the emancipation of 
slaves in the aouthem States. Sir, I pronounce 
the statement, in the acnae in which it was made, 
and to tbe extent the President must have in- 
teiided it to be understood, aatuitrue; and because 
untrue and calculated to convey wrong tmpre»- 
sions, to do tnjuaiice to the people of tlic North, 
and make a fowe record for the future, 1 denounce 
it. Most of these men rcfuae to vote, or take 
any part in our political diacnssiona, and the fact 
that in many millions of intelligent, active minds, 
so disposed to imi as southern gentlemen repre- 
sent them, but a few hurtdreda can be fotuid who 
are in any degree obnoxioua to the dtoiee of the 
President, should be reoeiv«d aa the hineat evi- 
dence of the moderation and justice of tne north- 
ern people. 

The Freaident Airther informs the two Houses 
of Congreas thai — 

"Tbe Mcond atepm tlilB|wthof cvUcoastMedof aetsaf 
tlio peivle of the northeni BtatM, aii4 In several ln>t»ncM 
of tholr Kovemmenis, Bimed to fhriliinte the rscnpo <4 
penoDs held to service io ihe southern Slates, )tnd to 
prevent their exttadttion when reelBlmed nceordtnE to law 
aadia virtaeof exprewproyisiniisof Ilie C^Msuiution. T« 
fnmott thi* oiJecL Ugitlalite enartmenln aitd oth^ nm« 
trert adopltd lo takt oicoy or defeat ris^Ut vhieh the Tj*- 
ititaHon tolemnly fuarantirit. In order to nullify the ttmt 
eilating act of Cortgress cnnceralni: the extntdition of 
foffitives from service, laws were enartcd in tnnnv StsiN 
Ibrbtddiiig their officers, under the severeM penfiltif^, id 
participnte in tbe ciccutioti of any act of CoDBren wiial- 
ever." 

The facta in regard to Ihe subject-matter of this 
complaint, as well as I can remember them, are 
as follows: Formerly a portion of the SiatcB, per- 
haps most of them, believing that they had some 
jurisdiction and authority over this subject, rrfode 
enactments in aid, to some extent, of Die execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law of 1793; but when 
Prigg's case was decided, some twenty or thirty 
years ego, it was settled that the States did not 
possess the power to pass such laws, or inter- 
fere in the matter at all. I will read an absirael 
of what was decided in that case, which I copy 
from ihe notes to the law of 1793, and to be found 
in the first volume of the Statutea at Large, 

" The clause relating to rUtilive slaves Is found in tin 
National CoiiHtiiution, and not in that of any State. U 
might well be deemed an uneonsUtiiiional escrelse at (be 
power nf Interprciaiion, to lnrL-<t thnt the Btate4 arf> txiaod 
(0 pmvido means tn carry Into vWect tbe duties of Hi* 
National Government nowbere delagatod or inirusted la 
them by the Oonsiilutlon." • * * " It would secnij 
upon ju-it principles orconstnietion, that the leeislaiinn ei 
Cnngrefi', if convtitutinnal, munt snpMede all State lefiii- 
lation upon the some subjoet; and, ^ neeesMry impltr«- 
lioii, proKibU it. For if Congress have a consfitniioaal 
power to regulate a particnlor subJe<-!,Bnd they do aeiuaDf 
regulate It, in a given manner, and in a certain form, it 
cannot be that the State Legiriatnres have a richt to \mtf- 
fbre. Where CongMM baVe an excltwlve power overs 
BUt^ect, it ia not competent for State Lefislatnres to inlei- 
fere." — PrigS CaTttmoiuctaitk of Pemuyloamia, 16 FH., 
539. 

Wet), sir, the Supreme Court of. the United 
States having decided that the States had no 
such power, no such right to interfere, os they 
had supposed, and were excluded from anyjuris- 
diction by the Constitution or acts of Cun^resa, 
they at once set about accommodating thenieelves 
to tlinl dccifiion ; and removed ihc unconsiitutioiiiil 
legislation from their statute -books. Instead of 
rosisiiiig the Supreme Court, they yielded to it; 
and now this fact ia arrayed against them by the 
President of the United Stales, to establish the 
disloyalty of the northern people, and thi-ir con- 
stant aggresaioiis upon the rignta of the South. 
We arc next told that: 
Tbe Ihifd siage afthiai^bappy sectional conuvverty 
was in connedign wlt|Qh^a^^^^^ P**' 
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fminanu, and The admlaslon ot new Stmtf* Into the Union- 
"Wlipa it WM projKwd to ndmit the a^te of >Iaiite, by 
scpaniUon of tcrriiofy fr<"i that of Massac hu setts, and the 
BULie oC Missouri, rormed of ■ portion of llic territory ceded 
by Pninrf! to the United States, Beprcfeniativea In Con- 
gres* objected to the adniiiuiinn of the lotter, unleea wltli 
cnnililionn suited to particular views of public policy. The 
Impoaitinn of such a condiiion wrw BUi-ci'-wfUlIy resiatefl. 
But, ai tbe same period, the qne^tion was presented of 
jmposing rcatrlcUonH upon tlic residue of the (urriinry 
ceded by Fmnoe. Thot qumion icaa, /or f Ac (ii»c, tUpottd 
oj by the adoption of a gtographica! line of timUalion." 

" For the time," the President nays, implying 
that it was andftntood to be & temporary settle- 
ment only. Tiie itafrange of the eighth section 
of the act preparatory to the admiiision of Mis- 
Bouri into the tTnioniaeclarea that it waaasetlle- 
ment for all time, antl that it should stand forever. 
DoM the President know what he is about? Doea 
he intend to chaise upon the aontbern people that 
they at that time were acting a false and treach- 
erous part towards the North? That they had 
already formed the purpose to violate this com- 
promise when the proper time should come? 
that they intended that this great compromise, 
which gave peace to the country, should exist so 
long only as the territory north of the compro- 
mise line should remain unoccupied, and that 
whenever the time should arrive when that coun- 
try would be needed for settlement, tliey meant 
lo take it to thenunlvesf Such is the ehaige 
necessariiy implied in the language of the Pres- 
ident. 1 do not agree with him. Ido not believe 
that southern men at thai lime had made up their 
minds not only to hold on to Missouri and Ar- 
kansas, but, when Kansas and Nebraska should 
be settled, then to claim that the compromise was 
an adjustment "for the time ontv,'' lhat it was 
unconstitutional, and that they haa a tight to annul 
it. Therefore, in this particular, I think the Prea- 
idetit has made a statement which is not borne 
out by the facta. Again, he says: 

" In the piogHu of oonatitutional laouiry and reflection, 
It had now ai length come to be aeen cleaily that CongTcaa 
iow not poweM conctiiuiiooal power to Impocc remricuoiw 
of tbw chwcier upon anr piewat or Aitiue Biaie of the 
Union. In a lose HiiM or dediions, on the ftiUest ann- 
ment, and after (be most delibeiate coB»ld«ntion, utt 
Bupreme Court o^the [Toited StaiMbsd finally determined 
Ou» point In every ftmn ludcr whlcb Ibn quaatlon could 
arlM; wbetiwaaaBwa t Mpublleof Private riglm-^ que*- 
tiou or tbe nobUc doBBUi, of rslipoa, of aavigatloa, and 
of wrvitude.'' 

liow, ao far fVom this aiaertion being correct, 
I understand that precisely the reverse is true, 
and that the Supreme Court decided in the case 
of the American Insurance Company vs. Canter, 
reported in the first volume of Peters, that Con- 
gress has full legislative power over the Territo- 
ries — a power which includes the right to prohibit 
the existence of slavery therein. That the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. Casi] admits that there 
haa been such a decision, is apparent from a col- 
loquy whidi took place the other day between 
him and the Senator fl-om Maine, [Mr. ^sbibn- 
DKN,] a part of which was as follows: 

" Mr, Cams. It was touching the dceUion oftlie Supreme 
Coun, that the word ' territory' In Uiia clauae wm equiv- 
alent to 'public Innd.' With retpeet to the otlier point, 
permit me to say that f did not put it. The main Argument 
-1 prodaead in tola body yearv a;p>. I did not awume that 
the Supreme Court bad so decided. I etated thai, In ttie 
opinion of Judge Maraball, nrhicb has been alluded to 
during ihi« debate^he pat the right ot' governing the Terri- 
loriM on three or fflnr difl^rent grovnd)). He put It on the 
KTonnd of Borereigii^. He put it on tbe grovna of tbe regu- 
lation of propertv. lie put It on the ground of the acquisition 
ofierrfiory; and finally, he put it on the groutKFof posiKw- 
>lon, vix s thai the powwr was eterclaed. 1 never baaed 
the view wbleb I took of ihe incompetency Of CosgMSI to 
legislate on the domeMlc eoneeras or the pe<^ile Of a Ter- 
ritory on a decision of the Etuprene Court. 

" Mr. Febbsndbn. pi eball not atienipt at thli day, and 
On this Occasion, to review any of Ihe former spe.eeheH 
made 1^ the honoraUe Senator noai Michigan. If r mls- 
Bndentood him upon the former occasion, my miaunder- 
Kinding le matter of record. What be then nid la sho 
natur of record. If he refcra to it, he will And that I am 
not out of the way, for 1 have looked at it «lnce Ihe occor- 
Teoee with refbnnce to this particular view. I take It, 
then, not to be disputed by bim at least, that H ut tbo BOb- 
Ued doctrine of the Bupreme Court of the United Statee, 
that, hader this elaOBe of tbe ConsUtutlon, Congress haa a 
Tight to leglBUte for tbe TenltarieH. Tbnt right may be 
4«liK«d,berideB,f>omthenece8idiyjDf tiMcase. Vhepower 
has been eiereiMfd over and overa^n. What we hold ba 
> piny la, that bb thb power exlata in the Congms of the 
United Stales, it Im the dotv of Congrees bo lo ezerdBe Itaa 
(0 prevut tbe extaarioa of slavery over ftee tanltoiy." 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Do I understand 
ue.^tIeinBii toaay Uuti Jeffflrton toA Madpon 



recognized the constitutionality of the Missouri 

restriction * 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
that all the earlier Presidents, including Jeffer- 
son and Madisnn, have, by their acts, and most 
of them by their language, recoenizt'd and 
affirmed the principles contained in the Missouri 
restriction. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vit^inia. I woiilJ aak the 
gentleman if he is not aware that both JefTerson 
and Madison — and Madison especially in a letter 
recently published— expressly deny the constitu- 
tionality of that act? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. No, sir. The 
President says that the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise has not opened a field to slavery 
which was not open already to that system. 

"That repeal did not open to free coiDpRtition of the 
diverse opinions and doniFHtic iDsiitutlons a Held which, 
without aocb repeu. would have been cloaedagoiusl them: 
It found that Aeld of cooipetition already opened, in Act 
and in taw. All tbe repeal did waa lo relieve tbe BUtuie- 
book of an otjeetioaaWe enactment, unconBtitutional In 
eflWt, and Inmrious in term*, to a la^* portion of tbe 
BiaiM." 

Is it possible that the President believes that he 
could by this kind of — shall I call it pettifo^ing? 
persuade any man that the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise removed no barriers to the extension 
of slavery into Kansas and .Nebraska i Upon 
this point let me quote what the President himself 
has said in this message: 

" Ad aei of Congres:*, while tt renuiin* nnrepcDled, metre 
eepeciallr If It he eonBtituttonnlly valid in the Judgment of 
ibose paMIc flinetiaiiarles wbosa duty tt to to praaiHiace on 
tbat pnlai, la usdoubtBdly binding on the oonsetaaM of escb 
good citizen of the BepuMlc." 

If this be true, and if it be also toiUi that the 
Supreme Court has decided ibe Missouri com- 
promise to be constitutional, or in other words, 
that the legislative power of Congress was com- 
petent to its passage, it would seem to follow that 
It was an insuperable barrier to the extension of 
slavery into those Territories. 

That compromise was repealed, and we are 
now called upon to adopt the new>light doctrine 
of the Democratic party, that slavery is a bless- 
ing. This is the leading idea of that repeal, and 
the principle which aouihem gentlemen will 
deduce from it; for, if the institution is not a 
blessing, they will ask, why desuroy tbe barrier 
against its extension ? Why remove an obstacle 
to the diffusion of an uudouoted evil ? 1 may be 
told that the restriction was uneooatitutional; out, 
I answer, every department of the Government 
hod decided otherwise, and besides, it was the 
result of a compromise binding upon the con- 
sciences of the parties who made it. So this pre- 
tense fails; and there can be no other justification 
or excuse for the act than the one I have indicated 
. — that the law was immoral— that it atlenipled to 
exclude a positive blessing, Oivim institution, 
from a vast territory, and was an offense to Ood 
and man. 

Mr. WARNER. Has the gentleman from 
Maine loolud into the decision of the Supreme 
Oourt to whicli he refers, in order to satisfy him- 
self that it does affirm the power of Congress to 
establish or exclude slavery from the Territories 
of the United States ? I have looked into it, and 
find the decision to be that the Territorial Legis- 
lature of Florida had the power, under the au- 
^ority delegated to it by Congress, {o establish 
atemtoriiJcourt. That was lAeoueifieninvolTedi 
and that was tkemuatUm decided by the court. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
the decision of the Supreme Court to be, that a 
Territorial Legislature has all the power over 
questions ofproperty that a State Legislature 
possesses. There can be no doubt that that de- 
cision fully justifies the statement wltich I have 
made. 

The President asks, with an air of triumph: 

" Is It the Ibet that, In all tbe unseUled regions of the 
Untied 8laie8,lfe0ilgTBtion be left f)«e toaciin tblBrefneci 
n>r ItBoir. without l^al probibitiona on either elde, atave 
labor will qMHiianeously go eveiywhere, in prefbrenee to 
free labor? la it the Act, that the peeuilar demesiic instl- 
tulIouB of Ihe Boatbera Statea posmbb, relatively, bo much 
of vigor, Ibat, wbeieaoever an avenue ia freely open to ail 
the world, they will penetrate to the eiclussMi of thoec 
of the nonhem Butea? Is It UMflKl,thattbelbnDereDjny, 
oompaivd with the latter, inch irrevMibly rapeiior vltaUty, 
JnilepaBdent of elimaie, soil, aad all othK aceideatal elr- 
eamnsaees, as to be ens to prod Doe the BOmosed resuH, 
taipHserias sssaswd Boral sad aatuial cOBia c lss «olis 



acconpliHhment, and of the store nomerous popolatloa of 
the northern Statc«^' 

It is undoubtedly true, that in the ahscncc of 
a restriclive law, slaves con oe easily taken from 
Missouri into Kansas, and if, when taken there, 
they are held by the courts to be property, the 
Territory becomes, in fact, a slave Territory. It 
is not a free Territory. EniigraiUs are not left 
free to act for themselves-, and when they attempt 
to do 80, the judicial power of the Territory and 
the political power of the country meet lUem 
with the declaration, thai property in slnvea is 
protected in the Territory by tneConstituiiun of 
the United Stales. It ia iiotaii open qiinslioii fur 
ihc emigrant to settle for hiniacir. Tlu; Constitu- 
tion 13 there before him, and ia against htm. 
There is I^al prohibition uu one side, us thcj^u- 
,thor of this raeasogo, as I will show hereafter, 
contends. Although there may hn twenty ihoii- 
sand frec-SlBlo men in a Territory, and but 
twenty aluveholdcra and one hunUn il alnvea, if 
the former have no power utidcr tlic Conalilutiun 
to remove or enfranchise the sluvca, the itatut 
of the Tcl%ory ia determined. And the fact, 
that in absence of le^al prohibitions, a few Mia- 
souriana can, under the Democratic rcidin^s of 
the Constitution, malfi: Kansas n slave Territory 
in spile of all Uie freu States, has not the slightest 
tendency to prove that tlie domestic institutions 
of tlie South have superior vigor and vitality to 
those of the North. The desire to exclude sin- 
very from acouniry by legialaiivc jtreventives no 
more implies the admission, that it is a vigorous 
and healthy system, than tin.' practice of vacciu- 
ation commits the doctors to the theory, that a 
man stricken witli the amall-pox has more power 
and vigor than one in full health. Isittiue,Ietme 
ask,' following the President's manner of argu- 
ment, that virtue is a superior force lo vice? 
Then, why pass laws for the suppression of the 
latter t Is it true that good is a mightier poww 
in human affaira than evil? Undoubtedly; then 
why legislate for its protection; will it not talu 
care of itself? 

Mr. SMITH, of Viiginia. When a Territory 
asks for admission Into the Union as a State, will 
the gentleman allow its people lo decide their 
own institutions ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. When that 
cose is presented,! shall be prepared to act onit. 
I shall not shirk it. I will tull the gentleman, 
however, tliat I shall vote in accordance with the 

frinciples of the Republican platform and those 
have avowed here. I ask the gentleman if 
Utah shall come here with a constitution recogniz- 
ing polygamy as a domestic institution, whether 
be would vote for its admission ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Vi^nia. When the gentle- 
man answers my question, I will answer his. 
The gentieman from Maine is attempting to play 
the Yankee upon me completely. [Laughter.] 1 
put the question to the gentleman again. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I put my 
question aeain. [Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. S.MITH, of Virginia. The question I put 
to the gentleman is this: as the great advocate 
of libarly on this floor, 1 aak the genUeman from 
Maine whether he is willing, bv his vole, to 
admit into this Union a State, witn the liberty of 
forming its own institutions? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Ihavealieadjr 
answered the gentieman's question, and I must 
wait until he answers mine before I consent to 
have him interrogate me further. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is my chief cause of quarrel 
with the message, that it contains an unetjuivocal 
recognition of the extreme southern doctrine, that 
the Constitution, ex projnrio vigore, spreads sla- 
very over all the Territories of the United States. 

The author of the message aa^ys that the people 
of this country have asserted in the recent elec- 
tion ** the constitutional equality* of each and all 
of die States of tbe Union as States-, tln-y have 
affirmed the constitutional equality of each and 
all of the citizens of the United Suites ns citizens, 
whatevcj- their Atigion, wherever their birth, or 
their residence; they have mnintaimil the invio- 
lability of tlic constitutional rights of the differ 
ent sections of the Union." 

When were these great and obvious trutlis ever 
disputed ? The Republican party, as the Presi- 
<|cait miist ha^e gained fV"*^ >t> platfoiis, and 
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from the declanitioiw of iu members, contended 
earneslly for the equality of the Suites, and of all 
the cilizeOB of the S*aleB,and for the maintenance 
of all ihHrconniitutional rights. They proclaimed 
everywhere, during the canrasa, as they declare 
now, that the ISlate of South Carolina hu, in all 
respects, the aame riehta as the 8ta,te of Maasa- 
chuaeits; that the righta of the citizens of Vi^inia 
and of New York are identical; that the former, 
as well aa the latter, may remove into any Terri- 
tory of the United States, and when there should 
begoreniedby tbesame lawB. Itis apparent that 
this interpretation of the rights of the States, and 
of the citizens, does not indude the idea or princi- 
ple which the President intended to enunciate; for 
with what propriety coald he say that that had 
bAn asserted or Mtiled which was not an issiis in 
the election, and which had nererbeen eontroTerted 
since the foundation of the Oovemment ? But, 
Mr. Speaker, we all know — no one. has listened 
to the debates in this House during the last 
three years who is not aware — that these terms, 
** equality of the States," and "eqmil rights of 
ea<£ and all the citizens of the Uffied Sta{es," 
are invariably used by southern gentlemen as 
implying the constitutional existence of slavery 
in the Territories, or as periphrases of diat doc- 
trine. That these, or equivalent words, were 
usevd in this sense in the Cincinnati pl^form, 
will not be denied, nor will It be asserted that 
they were employed in a different sense in the 
extract whidt 1 have read from the message, I 
appeal to the Hoose, and particularly to southern 
members, for confirmation of what I now state. 
Will any gentleman deny that these terms are 
understood to contain the dogma, that slaves may 
be held under the authority of the Constitution' 
in all the Territories of the United States? If so, 
I shali be glad to bear him. 

The ar^ment for this new Democratic dt^ma 
is as follows: **The Constitation of the United 
States is the supreme law of the land. Itgoeran- 
ties equality of rights to all the States, and to all 
the citizens of the United States. The. Terri- 
tories are the common property of the General 
Government or of the States, and belong as much 
to the citizens of one State as to those of another. 
Now, inasmuch as the citizens of sixteen of the 
States, when they remove to a Territory, can 
hold and use therein as property whatever they 
owned and held as such in tne States from whicn 
they emigrated, it follows that if the citizens of 
the other fifteen Sutes cannot hold and use as 
property In the Territory whatever they owned, 
or mignl have owned and used as property in 
those Siatea by virtue of their laws, they have 
not equal rights with the citizens of the sixteen 
States. '* But," it is said, " the Constitution of 
the United States is the paramount law, before 
which all inconsistent and conflicting laws must 
give way. A territcMrial law or law of Congress 
prohibiting the existence of slavery in a Terri- 
tory, excludes therefrom the property of citizens 
of nearly half of the States of the Union, and is 
therefore inconsistent with the higher law of the 
Constitution, which secures equal righta to all 
the citizens of all the States I think 1 have 
stated fairly the southern — and since the Cincin- 
nati Convention I may say the Democratic — 
]>oaition upon thisquesuon of slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, It is the misfortane of these slavery- 
extensionists, South and {forth, that their theory 
has no foundation to rest upon. The constitu- 
tional underpinning does not fit the superstruc- 
ture; it is a " world too wide" to serve that pur- 
pose. 

Ths arsument from the equal rights of the 
Slates andof the people of the States is singularly I 
fallacious and inconsequential — indeed, its soph- 
istry is too transparent to be respectable. The 
States and their citizens do possess equal rights 
in and to the Territories; and the laws of the 
Territories must fa« such as will respect the rights 
of all alike. They are thus respected when the 
citizens thereof, whether bom iatne Territories or 
emigrants from free or slave States, are placed 
upon a footing of absolute equality, both in re- 
spect to personal riehu and rights to property, 
and when ths same Taw governs alt . A Territory 
jm a political organization, and thne must b« 
power somewhere to make lavs, rules, and reea- 
lations for its gorernment, ud defining the rights 



of persons and property within its iurisdietion. 
This power 'is in Congress, or in the people of 
the Territory. It must be in one or the other. 
It is primarily in Congress, but may be delegated 
to the people of the Territory. Under the popular- 
sovereign ty theory of General Ca» i t is inherent in 
the people — at any rate, it is, and from necessity 
mustbe,inthe law-making power of the Territory, 
whether that be Congress or the local Legislature. 
It is simply absurd to say that this power exists 
in the Legislatures of the thirty-one States, and 
that the law of each, in respect to property, shall 
be the law of the Territory; at least so far as re- 
gards those of its citizens who have removed there- 
to. The laws of the States differ in reference to 
what is property. In Georgia a black man may 
be property;inMainel)ecannotbe. In Virginia 
there can be no property in bank notes of a cer- 
tain denomination, while in Massachusetts there 
may be. Which of these laws are to be in effect 
in the Territory } Clearly none of them; and the 
emigrants from Maine, Georgia, Massachusetts, 
and Vireinia, must take the laws of the Territory 
as they find them; and if they provide that there 
shall be no property in slaves; or bank bills, the 
slaveholderfrom Virginia and the billholder from 
Massachusetts must alike submit; no injustice is 
done to either, and there is no inequality. 

Since this doelrihe, that slaves may be held in 
the Territories under the Constitution without 
local law, and even against it, lias come to be the 
central, distinguishing doctrine of the modern 
Democratic party, it concerns us all in the free 
States to examine it carefully, and see if it be 
indeed well founded — for in it are stupendous 
issues. Concede it to be the true doctrine, and 
henceforth A-eedom is sectional and slavery na- 
tional; and the Government from being a Govern- 
ment of equal rights, for the security of liberty 
and the propagation of Democratic principles, 
becomes the possession and inatrumeat of an 
overshadowing oligarchy for the extension and 
perpetuation of the system of chattel slavery upon 
the American continent. False and unsubstantial 
as this doctrine is, it is no part of wisdom for 
that reason to ignore its existence or importance. 
I fear that'we are not aware of the strength it has 
gained in the country — it is maintained by nearly 
every southern man in Congress, and there are 
but few Democrats from the North who venture 
to dispute it. It was promulgated in the Cin- 
cinnati platform as one' of the tests of political 
orthodox7,and now we are congratuUtea by the 
Preaident that it has been affirmed by the people 
in the recent election. It must be met, exposed, 
and denounced. 

I rejoice that something of that work has 
already been accomplished, and that the Repub- 
licans of this day have the bone&t of the ail- 
ments and authority of some of the moat influ- 
ential and distinguished men who have figured 
in the recent history of the country. Two of 
them are now members of the American Senate; 
and, diough they may have modified the opinions 
whtdi I shall cause to be read, I am sure th^ 
never bars and never will answer the arguments 
by which they were supported; and two are no 
longer numbered- with tne living; but, though 
deM, their works survive and their words spea^; 
and I entertain no f^r that, in the world of light 
and liberty to which they have been translated, 
tliey have seen any cause to change the opinions 
which they presented so faithfblly and so deariy 
when they were upon the earth. 

I will ask the Clerk to read the following ex- 
tracts from speeches made in the Senate of the 
United Slates by Messrs. Douglas, Cass, Clay, 
and Webster, 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

By Mr, Douglas in 1850: 

" But yoo My that we prcqKM to intriiiUl bf law jrosr 
emiiratliic to ibe Teniiorie* with yoax pmimnr. We pro- 
poN no Mch thing. We recagnlse yonr In coamon 
whta our own, to emignte to ibe Tenitoriea wMi roar prop- 
6fty, and tbers bold and e^JoT it In subordinuloo to tne 
laws you may rtnd In tbrca in me oouniry. TtioM lawi,in 
Mtme TeMMcln, dUffer ftom our own, m the laws of the 
wtovs SuUea In thU Union vary, on MHne pcrinU, fhun the 
laws of each otbrr. Etome epecieiofpfaparty are excluded 
by lew In moM of the sutes, as well as Terriloriea, at 
being aawlae. Immoral, or contrary to the prfnciriei of 
smmd poUIo policy. Fortmtsnee, um bankerli imbiUied 
flmn«aUgi«tiii|to UlaecMXa, Oregon, «- CallAicnla, wftb 
Msbsok. TkebuAmarbaprapenrbrthetawsnl'New 
Tofk, bat cestea to Iw n ivbcn lakan into a Biste or Ter- 



ritory where banking >■ pnAihIted by the local law. Bo, 
anient tpirita, wttleky, brandy, all the intoxicatlnf drink*, 
are Tccofnized and protected aa pmpeny in most of the 
8uite«, iinot all of them; but do citizen, whether front the 
North or South, can lakethi* «peciea of property with tiim, 
and tiold, letl, or um it M his ideanare In all ibe Tt^rriioricv, 
because it ia prohibited by the local law— in Oregon by the 
vtataieB of the Territory, and in the Indian country by ttie 
acta of CongreM. Nor can s man go there and take and 
hold hia ilaveilbr the same reaaon. Theaeiawt,and many 
otiwra iovolving limllar principles, are directed agatokt no 
secUoa, and impair the rlgbta of no State in the Union. 
They are laws against the inlrodDClion, sole, and use of 
specific kinds of propeity, wheiber brownt fnim tlie Nortli 
or the South, or nam dmign coonttjos.'' 

By Mr. Cass in 1854: 

" The second objKtlon which I jnopOM to convider, con- 
nected with this alleged seizure of Utc public domain, la, 
Ib&t « soathem man cannot ro there bftcaose he cannot 
take his Nopeity with bim, and is tlios excluded by pecu- 
liar considerations (mm hlsriiare of the common property. 

" So far ia this branch of the subject eonnacts ibselt with 
■laves, regarded merely as property, it is oertsinly true thnt 
the necessity of leavi^ and <h disposing of them may put 
the owners to inconvenience— to loss, indeed— « state of 
things incident to ail emigration to distant regions ; fortbera 
are many species of ihat property, which conslilulea the 
common stock of i^ociety, that cannot be taken tbera. 
Borne because they are prohibited by the laws of nature, aa 
houses and farms ; others because Ihey ara prohibited by the 
laws of man, as slaves, incorporMed companies, mooono- 
Iles, and many interdicted articles ; and others again, be- 
cause tliey are prohibited by natistical laws, which n^lata 
the Iransporlatlon of property, and virtually conAoe inucta 
of It within certain llmiis which it cannot overcome, in 
cmwequence of the expense attending distant removal; 
and among Uiese latter atticles are cattle, and much of iha 
property which la eveiywtiere to be foaod. The remedy in 
all these cases Is the sssne, and is equally applicable to all 
classes of proprieion, whether living in Musachu setts, « 
New Vork, or South Carolina, and that la to coovert all 
these various kinds of propeity mtoonivenalrepresenuiive 
of value, money, and to take that to these new regioan, 
where itwillcnnunand whatever maybe necessHj to com- 
fbrt or u prasperooi cntarriss. la an these iManees the 
practical result is tbs sane, and the same b tke conditio* 
of egudity." 

"Snch a principle would strike St Independentand necea- 
sory legislation, at maay pnHce laws, ataanltsiy laws, and 
at laws for the proteclion of pnblie and private morala. 
Ardent sptrlta, deadly poisons, bnplenents of faming, as 
well as various artides, donbtlal Anign bonk Mils, among 
others, Injurious ton prosperoBS randittDaoranewsoclev, 
woold be placed beyond the reach of IflgMativs interdic- 
tion, whatever adglit be tbe wants' or tne wtobes dT the 
country upon the suUecL For the couttuttiooal ilgbt by 
wUcta it u claimed that these speeiBS of praperty may be 
taken by the ownera to the 'territoty* of Uie United States, 
cannot be cnotroiled, If it extol by the local Legislawrca; 
ibr that might lead, and in many eases would lead, to tbe 
restriciloa of IM value.** 

■ ■••*■* ■ 

" Andwearethna brought to this strange practical result: 
Ihat in all eontrovsrsles relative lo these prohibited articles, 
it is not die stsrote-book of the eouatry where they ore to 
be held which must be consulted to sseenain the rights of 
the parties, but the statute-books ofotlier Qovenoments, 
whoee cilixens thus, in effiKCt, bring Uieir laws with ihsm, 
and hold on lo tliem-" 

By Mr. Clay in 1850: 

" I take it fi>r granted Ihat what I have said will satisl^ 
the Senate of that first truth, that slavery does not exist 
there by law, unless slavery was ouiied there tbe moment 
(he treaty was ratifled by tbe two parties to the treaty, under 
the operation of the Constitution of the United States. 

Now, really, I must say that the idea that, eo itulantl, 
upon tbe consummation or the treaty, the Constitution of 
tbe United Staiea spread itself over the Acquired Country, 
and carried aloof with it the instituHtMi at slavery, ts so 
IrTvconciiable with any comprehensioa, or any reason which 
I poasasi, thst 1 ban^ kaow bow to SMst H." 

^ Mr. Webster, upon the Oregon bill, in 

"I am not gt^l Into metaphysics, for thenin I should 
encounter thenena^e member fronrSoutb Carolina, and 
we should wander In ■ endless moxes lost,' until alter the 
time for the adjournment of Congress. The southern 
States have peculiar laws, and by those laws there is prnp- 
erty in slsvss. Tbis is purely local. Hie real meaning, 
then, of southern gentlemen, m msking this complaint, is 
that they cannot go into the Territories of the United Stales 
carrying with uem tbe)f owu pecitiiar local law— a tsw 
which crestes propem in persons, ^hls, according to their 
own sutement, is sU the ground ot eomplaint they have. 
Now, here t tUnk genUenea are uiOast towards us. How 
an]u«t they are, oUiefs will Judge--«enemUons that will 
come after as wUI Judge. It will not be contended that this 
sort of pemonal slavery exists by general law. It exists only 
by local law. I do not mesa to deny the validity of that 
lueni law where it ia established ; bnt I say it Is, after all, 
nothing but local law. It is nothing mora. And wher^er 
that local law does not extend, property in persons does not 
exisL Well, sir, what Is now the demand on the part of our 
■Duthem mendaf They ssy, ■ We will carry our local 
laws wllb us wherever we go. We liudat that Congress 
does OS Injustice luless it estabtlshea in the Territory in 
which we wish to go, our own local law.' This demand I 
for one resist, and shall resist. It goes upon the idea that 
there is an Inequality unless persons under tbis local law, 
and holding property by authority of that law, can r° into 
Bsw teniltocy, and there estsUlsh that local law, to the ex- 
dsstaofeawrlsw. Hr.Pfeaidest,itwasaniaxiiBoribs 
CM law, tbst betwesB^atmr end a«An, Osedem 
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■hmild Blwayi be prefltmed, ud alaveiy mtut alwmys b« 
proved- ir utf qaeition ■kmc bs to the iMm of an indi- 
vidual III Rome, he tnu preMimed to be tlroe until he was 
proved to be u alave. So, I auppoM, la the feaeral law of 
DMiikiiid. An individual is to be pKMuned to be Ave until 
a law can be produced which create* owoerthip in his per- 
■on. I do not dispute the force and validity of the local 
tow, a-1 1 have alceadjr aaid, but t aajr ii U a matter to be 
proved; and, lliefelbre.lfindlvldaalsgotiiloaDypaTtofthe 
eanb, it it t» be proved thai they are not (Veemen, or elae 
the presuinptioo f> ihM they we. 

"HOW, OUT fVlenda seem lo think that an Inequality 
artHLifrom re«tnkiaingDMmriam|oin|iDtotbeTenitoriea, 
unleMs thpre be a law provided which shall protect their 
owiiFr^'hip In person*. The assertion Is, that we create an 
inequality- Is there nothlnf to be nld on the other side 
in relation to inequality ! Bir, front the data of this Con- 
stitution, and in the councils thai formed and establfthed 
this Cun:ititiiti(Hi| and I suppose in all men's Judgment 
■ince, it is received as a settled trath that slave ubor and 
free labor do not exist well tonther. I have before me a 
dt^ctarntton nf Mr. Mason, in the conrentimi that formed 
the Constitution, totbat efl^t- He says that the objection 
to slave labor is, that it puta free white labor Id disrepute ; 
that it make* labor to be regarded aa defogaiory to the char- 
acter of the fYee while man, and that he dasplMs to work- 
to use hiBcspreBsifm— where slBves are employed. This Is 
a matter of gr^at interest 10 the free Slates, if it be true, 
09 to a great extent it certainly in. ihnt wherever slave labor 
prci-ailH Tree while laborlsexeluded or discouraced. I agree 
llint Blnve labor docs not neccvsarlly exctuoB free labor 
tolally. I'here is free white labor in Virginia, Tennessee, 
and other States ; but it necessarily loses someihinc of its 
respectability by tbe aide of, and when associated with, 
slave labor. Wbereverlaborismainlyperformedbyslaves, 
it in regarded as degrading to 1^ men. Tbs free men of 
the Nortli. therefore, have a deep interest to keep laimfree 
— eiclubivcly free— In the new Tertitories. 

Dut, sir, let ua look Airiher Into this alleged ineqaal- 
Ity. Tlieru U no pretenae that southern people may not go 
into territory which shall be subject to Uw onUnanee of 
17B7. The only restiaint Is that they shall not carry slaves 
thither, and continue that relation. Thev say this shuts 
them sltr^iher out. Why, sir, there can be nothing more 
inaccurate In point or fhct than this. 1 undersiand that 
one half the people who settled in Illinois are people, or 
dencendants of people, who came fhun the southern diotoe. 
And I suppoae that one third of tbe people of Ohio are 
those, or deaceDdanis of those, who emigrated from tbe 
South ; and I renture to soy, that in respect to those two 
States, they are at this day settled by people of aouihern 
origin in as great a proportion as they ore by the peo|de of 
northern origin, according to the general numbers and pro- 
portion of pet^. South and North. There are as many 
people from lh« South, in proportioii to the whole peopie of 
the Sonth, in tbote States, as there are from tbe North, In 
proportion to the whole neopla of the Hottta. 3%erc it, 
Ihatj M exeUuion of mdAcra /e g ylf i Mere i» vnb tte ^ 
dHsmt o/ a pseuOor fecal fan. NniMr In prindplia nor V 
tmcx is there any inequtilqr. 

" The question now Is, whether It to not competent lo 
Congress, in the exetcise of a iUr and Jnai dlsmtion, to 
■ay that, considering that there hara been ftn riamholdin| 
States added lu thia Uidon ont of Amiga aequMlioM, and 
as yet only one free Stale; wbBtber, under lUa atate of 
things, it U nnreaaoaabte and nqjiut to dia aUgblaat degree 
tolinulQieirfbrdier axteoiioa? Tbat Is ibe tfoeation. t 
we no Iqlnaitcfl to H. Aa tOlbepowerofCoBfraai^I have 
Botblng to add to what 1 said the other day. I Iwve said 
that I shall conaeni lo no exieiwoo of iha area of slavery 
upon this continent, nor any toereaae oT riava nptwcnt- 
■tktn to lite other Howe of Congrf 

« I have now stated my reaaoas for my eondnet and my 
vote. We of the North have gone to this respect already 
fltt bnond aU tiiat any soutbem man conid have eqiectea, 
or dhl expect, at the dme of the adwtion of the Constitu- 
tion. I repeat the statement of tbe fact of the cteaiion of 
Are newStotes ont of newly-acquired territory. Webave 
done ibat which, if those wlio framed the CoostitiukNi had 
fbreseen, they never would have agreed tostore repcoenU- 
Uon. We have yielded thus Ikr ; and we have now to the 
House of Kepresentatives twenty persons voting upon (hi* 
very questioa, and upon all other qneidana, who are there 
atSf in virtue of the represemaUon of slaves. 

'* Let me conclude, therefore, by lemarking ttut while I 
am willing to present this as presenttog my own Judgment 
•nd-position in regard to Ibis case— and I beg it toheunder- 
Biood that I am speaking for no other tbui myself— and 
while I am willing to pieaent this to the whole world as my 
own Justiflcaticm, I rest on these propositiou x—Fir^j That 
when this CooatitutioB waa adopted nobody looked lor any 
new acquisition of teiriioiy to be formed into slavehotdfng 
States. Second^: Tbat the principles of tbe Conatitnuon 
prohibited, and were totended to probibit, and should be 
construed to prohibit, all toterfbrence of the Geneia) Gov- 
emment with slavery as il existed and as it still exists in 
the States. And then, tbat^ looking to tbe elftct of these 
new ocquisitians wblbo have to this gteai degree inured to 
atrengilien that Interest to Uie South by the addition of 
these five Slates, there la nothiitf ui^tist, nothtog (tf which 
any boneet man con cwn^ain, irhe is Intelligent; and I 
feel there is nothing of which the civiUxed world, if Ibey 
take notice of so humble a person as myself, wUI reproach 
me with, when 1 say, as 1 said the other day, that I had 
made up my mind, fbr one, that under no circumstances 
would I consent to the Aiitber exteniiOB Of tbe area of ola- 
wy to the United Stttai, or to tbe ftirther uemae of 
riavs rqweaantatton to Iba Hooaa ofBap r eaM u a l i ro s." 

Here, sir, I think I may well leave the ailment 
on this point. Grentlemen may think I have occu- 
pied too much time in ita consideration, but I tell 
you, no; and that when a doctrine however false 
•ltd absurd is indorsed, not only by Uie Preudent 



of the United States, and by nearly erery member 
of Congress from luilf of the States of the Union, 
but by the convention of a ^reat parLVt it is one 
that needs to be looked to. The RepubUcan partv 
has suffered in the past by not believing enougn 
of the designs of the slave power; its incredulity 
has been its weakness. If the people oftbefree 
Slates had understood what the real doctrines 
an^parposes of the slaveholdera'party were, I do 
not believe thatMr. Buchanan would have carried 
a single State north of Mason and Dixon's- line. 
To show that I do not err in mv interpretation 
of the CincinnaU platform, I will read a portion 
of il. In one of tbe resolationa I find it stated — 
" That we recognise the right of the people of all the 
Territories, including Kansas uid Nebfasfca, acting through 
the faii1y-ex[»esBed will of the majority of oeuial residents, 
and whenever the number of their inhabitants Jostifiea it, 
lo form a constitution, witb or without dotnesilc slavery, 
and be admitted toto the Union upon lerma of perftct 
equality with the other Btniae." 

This right, it will be seen, is held to aeenie 
lo&en nwnAer o^inAoKjanls jusff/Ies ffce ^brmii^ 
qfa Gonsliftilum, but not before. The expression 
of the time when the right vests excludes the idea 
of an earlier time for its exercise. A fair interpret- 
ation of the language itself, and the general un- 
derstanding of ita meaning as expressed on this 
floor and elsewhere, leave no room for doubt ss 
to the import of this resolution. This is sup- 

Eosed to De pretty safe doctrine for the slave- 
olders; for, if the peopie of a Territory have 
no power to excloae slavery until it has tbe 
requisite population to become a State — held 
by southern politicians to be ninety-three thou- 
sand, or the number required by law for a Rep- 
resentative in the popular branch of Congress 
— they feel quite sure that by such time tbe sys- 
tem will have become so widely extended and 
firmly established in the Territory that it will 
be nearly impoBsible to destroy it; and they 
are right; and the gentleman from Tennessee 

tMr. Smitb] was rignt yesterday when be aaid 
e would not vole to eslabUsh slavery in a Ter- 
ritory by law. Why? He hold* that it is al- 
ready established there by the Constitution in 
virtue of its guarantee of "equal rights," and he 
would not admit, by the passage of a law of Con- 
gress, that thia description of property was held 
in a Territoiy by a tenure less permanent and 
safo than thai of the Constitation itself. Believ- 
ing this, he was justified in making the statement 
to which I have referred. He fhinkly admits 
that he holds, in common with most southern 
members, that, until the formation of a constitu- 
tion, there is no power in the people of a Terri- 
tory to exclude shvery ; but he says there is little 

Siactical difference between this doctrine and the 
ogma of popular sovereignty; for, if the people 
of a Territory do not want slavery, they will not 
piiss laws for its regulation and protection, and 
without mch laws it would not prosper. The 

Entlemaa failed to tell us why such laws would 
very essenUal to the slaveholder, since his 
property is established and protected by the 
nighest law m the country, that of the Constitu- 
tion. Besides, it may well be supposed that, if 
the Constitution carrus slavery mto the Terri- 
tories, it carries with it the incidents of that 
relation. 

Mr. Speaker, I object to this new-fangled and 
unconstitutional doctrine not only for what it is, 
but for what it prophesies and prepares the way 
for. Acqntesce in it, vield to it as founded in a 
just construction of tne Constitution, and there 
18 but one step more — and that not a long one — 
to be token to make the subjugation of the free 
States as (M>mplete as could lie desired. Do you 
think gentlemen who propose to call the roll of 
their slaves on Bunker Hill will be long in dis- 
covering, after this, that it is not competent for 
a SW,t to make laws in derogation of tbe Federal 
Constitution, and in violation, as it will be said, 
of the equal rights of the citizens of other States? 

I am aware tbat it seems to be admitted by 
those who spedk for the slaveholders, that tbe 
people of a Territory may, in the formation of a 
constitution for a State government, prohibit 
slavery. But I would like to know by what 
principle, and under what authority, this power 
may be vested in the people at that particular 
time, and at no previotu day? What sort of a 



construction is that which induces Uie slave- 
holder to go to a Territory with his slaves, upon 
the ground that he has equal rights with the 
non-slaveholder; and yet,aafter he is fi^rly 
settled in his new home, and has gathered his 
slaves around him, permits the non-slaveholder, 
under tbe form of establishing a constitution, to 
deprive bim of his property.* What, then, be- 
comes of bis equal rignur Is he lesn injured 
by a confiscation of his property effected by the 
agency of a permanent and organic law, than be 
would be if it were accomplished by an ordinary 
act of legislation? Remember that thia entire 
superstructure is based upon the constitutional 
guarantee of equal rights. And I hold gentlemen 
to the logical consequences of their theory. Ths 
law must be coextensive with the reason of the 
law. « 

Mr. MIIXSON. Irisetoreply to theinqtiiry 
of the gentleman ftom Midne. I waited for aonrw 
other geotlemoo to answer; butas they have not, 
if tbe gentleman really denrea an answer, I will 
undertake to furnish one. I rise only at the fsn- 
tleman's injulation. 

Mr.WAnSURN, ofMaine. Mr. G^wakar, 
how much time have I left? 

The SPEAKER. Seven minutes. 

Mr. W.ASHBURN,ofMaine. Thegentbmaa 
sees that my time has nearly expired. 

Mr. MIIXSON. I sfaoulanothave interrupted 
the gentleman but that he desired some one to 
answer him . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Haine. I wiU permit 
the gentleman to have a portion of my time if I 
find I have any to spore, fbr I should be pleaaed 
to hear bim. 

On tbe 4th day of Morcb^ 185a,.the President 
of tbe United States, in estenngupon the respons- 
ibilities of his great office, made a vow, in Uie 
presence of his countrymen, that no effort of his 
should be wanting to allay agitation of the slavery 

Question during the term of his official service, 
[e deprecates agitation now. He is amazed that 
it should exist, and has set himself to the task of 
scolding it down. He cannot understand why it 
is that the people of the free States do not like the 
meosure wnich opened the vast cotuitry of Kan- 
saa and Nebrasko to tbe occupation of slavery 
and tbe uses of the slave-owner; nor why they 
should have been exeited when they saw him 
making use of the civil power ax his com mand , and 
of the army of the Republic, to strike down their 
brethren in Kansas, that the objects for which the 
Missouri compromise was repealed might be 
consummated; nor con be perceive any occasion 
for uneasiness on tbeir part when be assures thton 
that, under the Constitation, there is no powerin 
the Qeneral Ghivemment, or in the petals, to pre- 
vent the extension of slavery over ail tbe Tent 
tones of tbe United States. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the ftee States 
believe smeerely— it is the profoundest conviction 
of their minds—that slavery is a moral, social, 
and political evil, a wrong to tbe slave, a curse to 
the enslaver, and an element of weakness to the 
nation. They believe also that the government 
is not powerless to restrain tbe expansion of such 
an evil. They have read in the Constitution that 
Congress may make needful rules and regulations 
for uie territory of the United Slates, and they 
know that the power to set bounds to slavery 
was recognized and offirmed by all the leading 
statesmen of ths country, and by all the depart- 
ments of the GioTemment, untd within a very 
recent period. With these views and opinions, 
would they not deserve the contempt of all good 
men, if they did not endeavor, in every legitimate 
and constitutional way, to perform the high duty 
which they impose? Wnat southern man is 
there who would not, were he of the North, 
stand like an anvil in resistance to the doctrines 
and designs indicated or expressed in this remark- 
able communication from the President? The 
Rapublicon party bbd its origin in these convic- 
tions in regud to the duties and powers of the 
American jieople. Its principles are derived ftom 
the Consuiution, and the laws of eternal Right. 
I^y ore strong as Truth, and enduring as Hu- 
mamty, and the party which is fiuthflil to them 
win stand a " tower of stroietb fixir squaFS to all 
the winds that blow." 
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XUpoxt or the ComaalulOMer oflndlMi AJIUm. 

Depakt^nt of the Interior, 
urriCE Indun Affurs, 
Abvcmier 23, 1856. 

Sia: I have the honor to Bubmit for your eon* 
aideratioD the usual annual report from uia office, 
jind for minute deuuls of the operations of the 
eervice anti the condition of the Indian tribet, 
refer you to the varioni aceompanyiog report* 
and other papera. 

The improvement in the condition of the New 
York Indians, though gradual,.!! very percepti- 
ble. The famia, buildinga, crops, and atocks, 
and the substantial comforts surrounding the 
homca of many of the Oneidas, Onoodagaa, Tus- 
c«roraa, and the Tonawandaa, Citttaraugus, and 
Alleghan^ Seneeas, evidence in tliem a uniform 
advancement. The reliance of the Alleghany 
Sooecas upon their timber and lumber has not 
made it necessary for them to turn their attention 
wholly to agriculture; end while thia resource 
hus furnished them temporary aid. tlie timber 
and lumber trade in which they aiSngagcd may 
be rt'gnrded aa a hinderance to thdir permanent 
impntvcmcnt. 

Churches and religious inlluences and schools 
are well sustained among these Indians, and all 
seem to be impreased with a dcsira to educate 
their children. The Slate of New York and die 
American Board of Missions continue to make 
JibrntI appropriationa for education among them. 
The Thomas Asylum, on the Cattaraugus reser- 
vation, is completed, and is now rapidly filling 
with orphan and destitute children. The Indians 
on this last Ecservauon have had the kind offices 
• and aid of the Society of Friends, and the pat- 
ronage of the Department has also been extended 
to til em. 

The Oitowas and Chippewaa, and the Cbippe- 
waa of Sa^naw, and Swan creek, and Black 
river, all witliin the State of Michigan, continue 
gradually lo increase in numbers, as well as lo 
advance in the arts of peace; and under the libe- 
ra) provisions of tlie treaties of 1355, by which 
•very &imily is to receive a homestead from the 
pubhc domain, and the friendly feelings mani- 
fested toward them by the people of the State, 
present indications whicli would seem to justify 
the hope that they will attain a much higheratate 
of rivilizaiion, and posaees more of the comforts 
of lifei than they have heretofore done. They 
are beginning to locate on the lands assigned 
them, and apparently highly appreciate the sep- 
arute homes to which they are entitled. 

The Chippewaa of Lake Superior, who inhabit 
n;acrvatioiis in the northernpeninsula of Mich- 
igan, the northern part of Wisoonain, and that 
portion of Minnesota between the St. Louis river 
and the British line, have been furnished with a 
libomi supply of forming implements, carpen- 
ters' tools, household furniture, and cooking 
utensils; and every Indian having a house and 
residing in ti,hns boon aupplied with a good cook- 
ing stove and the uaoal cooking utenstts, atabic, 
bureau, chairs, bedstead, looking-gIaaa,aiid many 
amallei- arliclos for houaeliold uae. The efl'ect of 
this policy is quite perceptible aiitl aalutary, and 
has siimulateu many to erect and provide for 
erecting new hooaes at Bad river and several 
other places. Certificates have been issued to all 
the hall-breeds who, by the proviaiona of the re- 
cent treaty, are entitled lo land,which, if reapected 
at the land offices, will serve to secure to each of 
them the quantity to which theyarc entitled, and 
which ihey may designate from any of the pub- 
lic domain not otfaerwiiie opprupriaied. 

In addition to thoae among the Indians o( 
Michigan proper, schools are now maintained at 
L'Anse, Red river, Lapointe, and Grand Portage, 
all among the Chippewaa of Lake Superior. 

The extended oreaof country embraced within 
the Michigan agency renders it impossible for the 
a^ent to devotees mn^h time to the Indians under 
Ills ehai^ as is absolutely necessary. There is 
ample business for two agents; and with two 
fatthfnl men to aid them in making moat avail- 
able the liberal proviaiona of the recent ^realies, 
much for tlieirgood may be aeeomplished. They 
are prcparci^ te take advice and receive inatnic- 
lion. 



The jurisdiction of the northern aupenntend- 
ency baa been extended over the Indiana of Min- 
nesota, the Oneida, Stockbridge, and Menomo- 
nee tribes in Wisconsin) still remaining within 
its limits. 

The condition of the Oneidas of Wisconsin has 

changed but little since last year; and no event of 
importance baa occurred among them, except the 
murder of one of the chiefa by a member of the 
trib»w Thii event has produced much exdte- 
ment, and has caused anprebensions of serious 
diaturbances. The muraer was commiued under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor. 

Under the operationa of the treaty of February 
15, 1856, between the Stockbri^e and Munaee 
Indiana and the Qovernment, it is to l>e expected 
that the Stockbridge difficultiea, which for a 
number of yeara paat have been a source of 
trouble and vexation, will aoon be terminated. 
An arrangement has been made by which a tract 
of land on the west end of the Menomonee reser- 
vation has been aelected for a permanent home for 
the Stockbrtdges and Munsees. Some of these 
Indiana have already commenced to build them- 
selves houses at their new location, and measures 
liave been token to insure the final removal of 
all of them as soon as this can be prudently and 
properly efiecicd. It is to be hoped that any 
factious opposition which may manifest itself 
among a few of these Indians may meet with no 
encouragement, either in Wisconsin or elsewhere. 
The necessity of the case and the interests of the 
Indians require that they should remove from 
their present location at Stockbridge without 
delay. 

The advancement of the Menomonees is con- 
stant andsteady. Although obstacles liave been 
thrown in the way of these Indians, and the 
vicious and unscrupulous have endeavored to 
thwartail the eiforta made for their improvement, 
and the grasping avarice of unprioapled white 
men in seeking to obtain their property, in defi- 
ance of justice and right, has rendered them some- 
what restless and uneasy, yet, notwithstanding 
all this, tlieir progress ia very gratifying, and the 
results already attained leave no doubt but the 
Menomonee Indiana, in a very few years, will 
completely and perfectly adopt habita of industry 
and civilization. Indian laborers have been ex- 
clusively employed to do the work of the tribe. 
The agent, farmer, miller, teacher, and one black- 
sAiith, are the only white persons located at the 
agency and employed on the reservation. AH 
the work in the fields, as well ns in the shops, is 
done by Indian hands. A number of the young 
Menomonees have become expert carpenters, 
providing not only the general caroeuter shop 
with hands, but the different banda have carpen- 
ters among them, who are ereclinf^ houses for the 
various families; to facilitate which the council 
has requested that a set of carpenters' tools be 
furnished to each band. 

In the southern part of Minnesota Territory, 
the Winnebagoea have assigned to them, under 
the treaty of February, 1855, an excellent tract 
of land for a permanent homo; and laudable 
eiforts are nowheing made to correct the vicious 
habits of ihesc Indiana- Extensive improvements 
have been made for them at their new location. 
White labor has heretofore been mainly relied 
on; but hereafter it ia expected that the Indiana 
themselves will be more extensively employed in 
performing the work which will be required to 
oe done. It Is designed next season to enlarge 
and extend the improvements upon the Winne- 
bago reservation. At a late council of the tribe 
a «Kle of laws was adopted for the protection of 
their persons and properly, and for the punish- 
ment of crimes. 

Various causes have combined to prevent the 
Medawakantoan, Wahpahkoota| Sissitoan, and 
Wabpatoan Sioux, from deriving, heretofore, 
much substantial benefit from the very liberal 

I revisions of the treaties of July and August, 
SSI. Until after the reservations were perma- 
nently assured to the Indians in 1S54, it would 
have been higlilyiinproper to have nmde expend- 
itures for permanent improvemenla; and since 
then, the affairs of the agency have not been free 
from confusion in all its operations. Under the 
direction of 'heir new agent, efficient steps will, 



it is expected, be taken without delay to advance 
the interests of theae Indians, and to make the 
varioua improvements for which the treaties pro- 
vide. Heretofore large sums of money have been 

Eaid to and expended for thwe Sioux; but they 
ave been indolent, extravagant, and intemper- 
ate, and have wasted their means without im- 
proving, or seeming to desire to improve, their 
condition. It ia to be feared that bad coonsels 
have controlled them; and their conatant war 
with the ChippeWBs has also had a sad effect 
upon tliem. All the power of the Departmeat 
will be exerted to require these Sioux lo cease 
their rovingj wandering habita, and to settle down 
upon their reservations. 

With regard to the Chippewaa of the Missis- 
Bij>pi and the Pillager and Lake Winnit»goshidi 
bands, it may be remarked that their wars widi 
the Sioux and the uae of ardent spirits have dooe 
much to retard their progress. Theagriculturalasd 
other labor connected with the reservations at Win. 
nibu^shish, Cass, and Leech lakes, has been con- 
fided to the direction and management of Messn. 
Breck and Bardwell, the missionaries in charge, 
who are making aa ^ood progress aa could he 
expected. They are inducing many to labor and 
permanently aettle themselves; and from the good 
results alreadyoblained, and the better influences 
and more fiarorable circumatancea with which 
they are aurrounded, a rapid improvement may 
be expected. For the first time, several of the 
Mississippi bands planted and worked their own 
Gelda, and would no doubt have been amply com- 
pensated in the yield of their crops, but for a very 
destructive visitation of the grasshopper, whicb 
appeared in that region in Jnly, and oestroyed all 
their prospects. 

It is hoped that some arrangement may he 
made by which the deadly strife between the 
Sioux end Chippewa Indians maycease. The 
conviction and execution, under our crimhul 
laws, of all Indians guilty of the murder of In- 
dians, would, it is beueved^ut a stop to the wu 
parties of the Sioux and Chippewa, aa well as 
other Indian tribes; but there nas been no fund 
provided by which such prosecutions can be 
commenced and carried on. It would, in my 
opinion, be an aotofhumanity.if aucha fund wss 
placed at the disposal of the Department, as the 
prosecution, convictioRt and execution of a few 
Indians would, no doubt, hava a most salutary 
influence. 

With the Red Lake, and a few other scattered 
bands of Indiana next to the Britiah poasessiooa, 
and in the valley of the Red river or the North, 
we have no treaty arrangements. They are said 
to be very poor; and if it l>e not thought advisable 
to extin^uah their claims to lands occupied by 
them, it ia believed that it would be a numane 
act to give them aome aid in the way of a gratuity. 
A few seeds and agricultural implements would 
be of ^reat service to them, and would serve to 
instill in them a grateful sense of the liberality 
of the Government. 

The matter of disposing,' according; to the taw 
of Congress of July 17, 1854, of the interesta of 
the half-breed Sioux in the Lake Pepin reserve, 
set apart for them by the treaty of July 15, 1S30, 
it is confidently expected will now soon he brought 
to a final decision and determination. The sub- 
ject has been one of some difficulty and intricacy; 
but the final report of the commissioners haa just 
been received, and steps will be token at once lo 
cauae the scrip to issue to the parties entitled 
thereto. It is proper to observe that the law pro- 
vides that no transfer tn* .conveyance of any of the 
scrip shall be valid; and all oasignnients thereof 
will, therefore, be disregarded. 

The central sqperintenaency embracea within lU 
limits all that vast country bounded on the north 
by the Ibrty-ninth parallel of latitude, on the west 
by the Rocky Mountains, on the south by the 
Arkansas river an.d the country of the Osages, 
and on the east by the Missouri State line and 
the Missoori river to near the mouth of the Big 
Sioux river, and thence in a northerly direction 
to the British line. Of the Indian tribes and the 
operationa of the service for the paat year, within 
this superintendence, it may be- remarked that^ 

The Blackfbet, JE^t Heads, Nez Perces, and 
the other tribes, parties to the treaty of iha 
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Judith, rQsiding on omearthe headwaters of the 
Misaourl river, have, since the negotiation of that 
treaty, in October, 1855, remained at jjeace, and 
refused aU puriicipation in the hoatihties of the 
tribes of Oregon and Washinglon Territories. 
The common liunlin^-ground provided by the 
treaty has produced nenelicial results, and the 
confiicia of war and rapine have given place, 
among tliem, to the exchange Of horses, peltry, 
and other articles of harbaroua commerce. The 
Btackfect, although absolutely barbarous, art: 
said to be intelligent and tractable, and ample 

Erovision is made by the treaty for Uieir instnic- 
on in the arts of civilized life. 
Hitherto difficulties have attended the delivery 
of the annuity goods to the Crows, who inhabit 
the country bordering; on the Powder, Big Horn, 
and Yellow Stone rivers. They are warlike, 
possess Jar^ bands of horses, and depend upon 
the chase for the means of subsistence. Under 
instructions from the superintendent, the agent 
will meet them at their hunting-srounds, and 
consult with them ns to the future ^cc at wbicb 
their'annuities shall be delivered. 

The Assinaboines speak a Sioux dialect, and 
inhabit' a country on the north side of the Mis- 
souri river, opposite the mouth of the Yellow 
Slone. They are expert hunters, subsist by the 
chase, possess few horses, and use' the Esqui- 
maux ooga as beasts of burden. 

The GroB Ventres of the Missouri reside on 
the north side of thai river, below the mouth of 
the Yellow Stone. They speak the Crow dialect. 
On the south side of the Missouri, and a few 
jniles below the Groa VentrcSj the villaj^ija of the 
Maodansand ArickArccsaie situate. These three 
small tribes cultivate more corn, beans, and other 
vegetables, than are requisite for their subsistence. 
In the warm season tliey inhabit dirt lodgi'S, but 
'as soon as their crops are gathered and "cached 
they betake themselves lo the sWu lodges in the 
timoer, preparatory to hunting and preparing 
their bunalo robes and meats. The Mandans 
speak a language dissimilar to their neighbors, 
ajid are represented as intelligent and quite dig- 
nified. The Arickarees specik the Pawnee lan- 

fuage. These throe tribes construct their own 
oats, which consist of bulTalo skins drawn over 
a circular frame-work of willow. They expose 
'or bury their dead on scaffolds. The superin- 
tendent is of opinion, in whidi I concur, that a 
Iseparate egencv should be established for the 
Crows, Assinaooines, Gros Ventres, Mandans, 
aiid Arickarees. 

The country on the north side of the Missouri 
river from the region of the Gros Ventres lo the 
mouth of the Big Sioux river, is claimed by the 
Yanctonees and the Yancton bands of Sioux. In 
consequence of the hostilities that exist between 
the Yanctonees and the hulf-breeds of Pembina, 
it is suggested that a well-defined line should be 
established between them. Both the Yanctonees 
and Yanctons cultivate the soil to some extent, 
but the former rely chiefly on the hunt for sup- 
port. 

On the south side of the Missouri the tJnc 
Papas, Sans Arcs, Two Kettles, and Blackfeet 
Sioux reside; and the Erulc, Minneconguc, and 
Ogelallah bands of Sioux occasionally penptirate 
that region from the country adjacent to the 
Flatte. All these bands are insolent and auda- 
cious, and depend upon the chase for subsistence. 

Agent Twias has resumed the duties of his 
agency, and the annuity goods for the Sioux, 
,ArrBpiiaoe«i and Cheyennes, hod arrived at Fort 
T^'ttmie. You are referred to his reports for 
intorii.^'''^n in relation to several horrible massa- 
cres that hnve-^'i'irred in that region, and the 
causes of them, wk. the action of the agent in 
' the premises. With reference to depredations, I 
Itave only to repeat the remarks made in a former 
report, and to suggest that it would be 'niu<ih 
better and qafer if the law was regarded hs the 
rule of action in all such cases. 

The Poncas inhabit the country adjacent to the 
valley of the L'Eau ijui Court. They plant corn. 
The whites are beginning to settle the country 
which these Indians claim. 

The Pawnees, who were formerly compelled, 
by their hostilities with the Sioux, to leave their 
own country north of the Platte, and seek a home 
Mutb of that river, have aov^ been compelled to 



abandon the latter. The whites are now en- 
croaching upon them north of that stream; and 
' while these Indians also cultivate land toalimiteS 
; extent, yet they and the Poncas, from the uncer- 
' tainty of reaning the fruit of their labors, seein to 
be depressca, and many'have given themselves 
up to indolence and vice. They infest the high- 
ways, are insolent to travelers, and seek to pro- 
cure a livelihood by begging and steoling. It is 
' exceedingly important that arrangemenis, here- 
! tbfore suggested, with respect to these bands, be 
j consummated Withotit delay, which settle 
I them down on fixed and permanent homes, and 
I thus promote their comfort, and relieve the set- 
' tiers and emigrants from their annoyance. 
I In speaking of the fiice of the country, streams, 
&c., in the upper portion of the central superin- 
tendency, the superintendent remarks that " the 
I Missouri river Ha navigable fbr boats drawing 
thirty-four inches, from a point twenty-five miles 
, below its fhlls to its mouth — a distance of more 
than twenty -nine hundred mil^s. Thirty-five 
miles below the Judith begins the first Of three 
inconsiderable rapids, none of which present any 
important obstacle to navigation, when the 
character of the navigation of this river becomes 
more generally known, it will be the thoroughfare 
to Utah, Oregon, and Washington Territories, 
j In ascending this river, beyond Fort Benton, the 
I first fall is eighty-nine feet in perpendicular 
j height. The up|>er fall, seven miles beyond this, 
! is thirty-five feet in height; the intermeaiate space 
. presents minor falls and a succession of rapids. 
Above the ftiUs, there is uninterrupted naviga- 
I tion for small boats, for three hundred miles i» a 
! southcrlydirection." He also states that the Yel- 
I low Slone is navigable for small boats a distance 
! of six hundred miles from its mouth, 
j The Oniahas are represented as improving In 
I their condition. They are contented, and have 
■ ampl6 provisions for the approaching winter. 
Their reservation is highly spoken of by their 
agent, and when the necessary government and 
mission buildings now in course of construction 
arc finished, and all the other improvements con- 
templated are made upon it, the home of the 
Omahds at the Black Bird Hills will be a very de- 
sirable one, A good crop of corn, potatoes, arid 
pumjjkina, was produced on their reserve; and in 
addition (hereto, the Indians have had a vet^ 
suCGessAiI hunt. 

Some prairie land has been broken'snd planted 
for the bttoes and Missonrias, at their new t%- 
Bcrve on the Big Blue, but their interests have 
suffered for the Want of an agent to attend to them. 
It is to be hoped that they will soon have the ad- 
vice and assistance of the agent who has been ap- 
pointed to reside among them, and that their con- 
dition and prospects may be improved thereby. 
Their educational interests have been confided to 
the Presbyterian board, who are now erecting tbe 
necessary school and other buildings. 

Measures hate been adopted to take a census 
of the half-breeds who are entitled to participate 
in the henefiaal provisions of the tenth article of 
the treaty of Prairie du Chien, of the 15th July, 
1830, to the end that the President may assign to 
each of them his or her' portion of the reserve, 
sitiiate between the Bi^ and Little Nenuxhaw 
rivers, in Nebraska Ternto^. 

The Sacs and Foxes of Missouri have made 
but little progress in improvement. Those who 
have continued on the home reserve have Culti- 
vated fi'-lds of com, potatoes, and other vegeta- 
bles, of all of which they 'will have an abundant 
supply; and they have assured their agent that 
they will endeavor to improve in their habits and 
conduct. One of (hoircnicfs (Ne-sour-quoit) has 
exercised a very bad influence over a portion of 
the tribe; but from the decline of his ^oWcr, or 
from conviction of his erroVs, he has recently 
sought a conference with the agent, confessed ma 
faults, ond promised reformation and obedience, 
and he, with his band, have settled down tipbn 
the reservation. 

The loways continue to make some advance- 
ment in agriculture. In addition to those here- 
tofore engaged in fanning, several young men of 
the tribe nave recently sefected farms, commenced 
making rails, and applied to their agent for wag- 
ons, oxen, and plows. The chiefs and head- 
men eilso seem to teke additional interest in, 



and have promised their aid to promote and ad- 
vance, tbe cause of civilicatioii. The law of ticm 
tribe fbr tbe suppresiion of intoxicating drinin 
hAs been observed, and its good eC^ta are iqtih* 
visible. The Iowa mikaion school has been wcH 
managed, and is ih a properous condition. In' 
addition to tbe ordinary education, the 'bny« snM 
taught to labor on the farm and in the garden; to 
plow and dr^ve ibam, and to handle and iMb 
mechanics' tools. The girls learn sewing, ttiolN 
ing clothes, cooking, and all the usual work <k 
house -keeping. Notwithstanding the care be- 
stowed upon them, and the CDfafortable cottditioK 
in which they are kept, there is quiee on avenien 
on the part of many of their psfenisjto the chil- 
dren remaining at school. 

Success has attended the efforts of the Kieks)- 
poos, who have at length all quietly settled down 
upon their reserve lUid commenced the cultivation 
of the soil. The necessary steps have been token 
to establish among them ample accommodationb 
fbr the education of all their youth, and with tfa^ 
means and fiicililies within their reach, and tb» 
present adi^^d state of many of the tribe, it la 
confidently expected that they will in a veiy shoft 
time be surrounded *iih all the nacesaaden viA 
comforts of lift. 

, Provision has been nMde for educational aid v 
the Christian Indians: and their reserve being 
well adapted to agricultural usefs, it is hoped they 
will avail IhemsclVes of all the legitimate msank 
within their reach to improve iheir conilitionand 
to qualify themselves to dianliaige properly all 
their obli^tions and dutitrs. 

Notwithstanding th« warlike charact«r of the 
Delaware Indians, and the wrong and injury they 
have suffered at the hands of the whites, they 
maintained a steady neutrality in all the difficu^ 
ties in Kansas. Their means have been applieA 
to repairing and improving their buildings and 
extending their farms. A commodious Meth- 
odist church has been erected by them. A large 
school building is in the course of construction, 
and they express great anxiety about the educa- 
tion of their children. They have enjoyed good 
health the past season, and slightly increased in 
numbers. Unfortunately, their crops have been 
damaged very much by the backwardness of life 
season, and the drougnt Which has prevailed tta 
that region. The first public sale of the lands 
(ieded by them in trust to the United States WM 
to eommenee On the 17th of this month. SiMh 
fegulaiiofis and precautionary measures wen 
adopted as would, it ts hoped, 'secure a foir'sata 
of tnem. They are regarded oa Tery valuable. 

The Wyandotts and Sliawnees will shortly 
experience a very radical change. As soon ts 
the lands of the former are assigned to tbcm 
severally, which is now being done, their tribal 
slate will be disSoWed, and gradually, as pro- 
vided for in the treaty of 1855, they will become 
citizens of the United States. Some of them ars 
distinguished for their intelligence and probity, 
and are fully competent fbr all the duties and 
responsibility of their new relation. Others 'are 
unnt, and will necessarily have to pass through 
a state of pupilage; and with reference to suefa 
and their interests, aereaticdponsibllity will Kit 
upon their more intelngent brethren. 

The Shawnees are perceptibly advancing, hi 
consequence of the backwardness of the' surveys, 
they have not yet been able to select and have 
assigned to them their homes, as provided by the 
treaty of 1B54; but this will soon be done, and 
then new trials will await them by reason of tbe 
introduction of white society into their midst. 
Should these people be equal to tbe occasion artd 
the circumsianrts with which they will then be 
surrounded, resist all improper influences, and 
judiciously bftpTy the laf^e'inoney annuities to 
■which, for steVeml fvtln to come, they will 4te 
entitled, thev Way attain a highbr state, pOssMs 
more ^xlenoed improvements, and place them- 
selves in more comfortable circumstances th«u 
any other Indian tribe on the continent. Indeed, 
they have the means, if judiciously applied, to 
become the most wealthy population — white or 
red — within the Territory of Kansas. 

Those of the Pottowatomies who have turned 
their attention to agricullure have made- go4d 
crops. Many of them are averse to abandoning 
tfaeir ancient habits and enstom^ oiid the disonler- 
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It conduct of portions of the white inhabitants of 
Kansas Territory has served to confirm in their 
▼iews such of them as are op^wd to civilized 

fursuiis. One of ihe chiefs, with hia band, one 
undi cd fltrftng, has luft for the Cherokee or Creek 
couniry, having expre^ed the opinion that per- 
haps he would never return. The Baptist Manual 
Labor Schoui has improved sl^btljr eince last 
Tear, and the St. Mary's mission is in a very 
noariahing condition. The agent states that he 
it unable to make a full report, because of the 
loss of his papers. He represents that a band 
of lawless men drove him from his home, took 
everything he possessed, scattered his official 
papers, broke open the boxes containing the 
•gricultural implements sent by the Department 
to the Indians, and carried off lai^e numbers of 
them. 

Good health has generally prevailed among the 
Miamiefl and the confederate' bands of the Weas, 
&c., of the Osage river agency. The season baa 
been unusually dry in that region, and has oper> 
ated seriously against their agricultural efforts. 
The earn crop has suffered much, a^^their potato 
crop is almost a failure. The mission schools in 
this agency are represented as not in a prosper- 
ous condition The delay in the public surveys, 
and the troubles in Kansas, have prevented th^ 
Indians from making the selections of lands for 
their homes as soon as they desired, and other- 
wise would have done. Hence, they have suf- 
ftred in their pecuniary interests, and are not now 
ID as comfortable a condition as under different 
circumstances they would have been. Compe- 
tent pei;pons have been employed by them to aid 
jn their selections; and when this is done^and 
each head of a family, or other person entitled, 
sbali have his or her home set off, it is to be hoped 
that it will be the beginning of a better time for 
these Indians. 

The Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi are 
now, as heretofore, distinguished for their great 
energy and their courage in war. In every con- 
test with the Camanchea, though greatly out- 
numbered by the latter, they have invariably 
defeated them on the open prairies. They con- 
tinue to reside in barlt huts, and persistently 
refuse the services of the miaaienory, and reject 
the farmer and the teacher. Their agent gives a 
Tery gloomy picture of these Indiana, and one 
much to be regretted. They have made no 
advancement, are decreasingin numbers, and are 
indolent and intemperate. The Ottowaa, of the 
aame agency, who reside near the Sacs and 
Foxes, nave good land, are industrious farmers, 
and are advancing in improvement. The Chip- 
pewaa of that agency are excellent Indiana. 
They posaess a small tract of very good land, 
and all labor for a support. 

But little improvement has been made in the 
liabita or condition of the Canaas tribe of Indiana. 
They manifest great aversion to labor, and con- 
tinue to infest the Santa Fi and other roads in 
the Territory. Possessing now but a small 
reservation out of the large, fertile, and valuable 
country they once owned, trespassed upon "by 
the whites, and driven from their hunting-grounds 
by their hereditary enemies, they are the victims 
or intemperance, disease, and poverty. The 
larger portion of the half-breed (Kansas) tract is 
now in the possession cf trespassers, who have 
actually driven from their homes some of the half- 
breed Indian owners. Sach lawless conduct is 
very disreputable, and can result in no permanent 
advantage to those engaged in it, as the Govern- 
ment must protect the h«uf-breed Kanaaa Indians 
in their rights. 

Those bands of Camanches who spend the 
winter below the Arkansas, and commit depre- 
dations on the Texas frontier, proceed north- 
wardly in the spring in pursuit of buffalo. They 
are well supplied with norsea, and enrich them- 
selves by plunder. They receive their annuities 
on the Arkansas, and regard them as compensa- 
tion paid them by the United States for the use 
of the Santa Fe road by emigranta. Like the 
Kioways, they are inaolent, ana treat their agent 
with contempt. 

The Cheyennes, who reside higher up the Ar- 
kansas, have generally been regarded as quiet 
and peaceable Indiana. They are good hunura, 
and fumiah large ^antities « robea and peltries. 



Recently they have been charged with being ac- 
cessary to Mie murders committed on the Platte, 
near Fort Kearny, and to which I have referred 
you in connection with the report of Agent Twiss. 
It is aaid that the Camanches, Kioways, and 
Cheyennes, who annually assemble on the tho- 
roughfares near the borders of New Mexico, 
hold in bondage many Mexican and some Amer* 
ican citizena, and the agent is powerleaa to free 
them. Every year these Indiana are becoming 
more insolent, and serious consequences may be 
apprehended, unless some efficient and adequate 
mode be adopted by the Government to enforce 
among them resnectto its authority. 

It is expected that the classification and ap- 
praisement of the trust lands of the confederated 
bands of Weas, &c., and the loways in Kansas 
Territory, will aoon be completed, when these, 
with the balance of the Delaware truatlanda, may 
be offered for sale. 

Within the bounds of the southern auperin- 
tendency, the past year haa been remarkable for 

Eeace among the different tribes. Homicides 
ave decreased, and but few a^ravated crimes 
have been committed. Except the Oaages, who 
have experienced unusual mortality, and aome 
sickness among the Cherokees, good health has 

Erevailed . The tribes bordering on Kansas have 
een somewhat excited by the troubles existing 
within that Territory, but their fears and appre- 
hensions are rapidly subsiding. 

The Oaages practice polygamy, deteat labor, 
and are decreasing in numbers. Some favorable* 
changes are, nevertheless, seen among these 
Indians, attributable to the influence of the Osage 
Manual Labor School, which is said to be very 
well conducted. Early in the summer their com 
crop was much injured by an overflow of the 
lands under cultivation. The crops of the Sene- 
cas, Senecas and Shawneea, and Q,uapaws, 
although not much above a half yields will 
produce sufficient to aupport them through the 
winter. 

The Cherokeea conUnue to improve, eapecially 
in agricultural, which are greatly in ^vance of 
mechanical, pursuita among them. They also 
still manifest a commendable interest in education; 
but a fund on which they have heretofore relied to 
aid in aupporting their schools ia now exhausted, 
and notoine remains but the interest on an in- 
vested fund, which will hot be sufficient to sup- 
port their common schools and seminaries. It is 
to be hoped that the council may be able to adopt 
some mode by which all their educational inter- 
ests, ao creditable to the Cherokees, may be fully 
and vigorously maintained. The sale of their 
"neutral lanil" to the United Statea, and the 
appropriation of the whole or a large portion of 
the proceeds for a school fund, the interest from 
which to be annually appropriated for school 
purposes, would jgive to tnem ample means not 
only to sustain their present achoola and semi- 
naries, but to enlarge them as the wants of the 
people require. 

Under tne operation ^ the treaty of June SS, 
1855i between the United States and the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Indians, important changes in 
the political condition of these tribes have taken 
place during the year. The Chidtasaws have 
adopted a constitution, by which they.^ave pro- 
vided for the election of a governor and other 
officers; and in otlier respects the instrument is 
not dissimilar to the constitutions of the neigh- 
boring States. Upon some points of grave mo- 
ment It is represented' that these tribes differ as 
to the meaning of the treaty; and, by aprovision 
in their new constitution, the Choctaws who 
reside in the Chickasaw country are excluded 
from the elective franchise, and from holding 
office. Both tribes are making steady advance- 
ment in their educational and religioua intereats, 
and deserve commendation for their increased 
industry and sobriety. Their schools and places 
of worship have been welt attended. Unfortu- 
nately, another drought haa cat ahort their corn 
crops. 

During the past anmmer Agent Cooper viaited 
the Sutes of Miasissippi, Alabama, and Louis- 
iana, to ascertain the number of Choctaws east, 
and to pay them the balance of awards due them. 
He reports that there are about two thousand of 
them scattered orar a large extent of ooontry , and 



that, although some of them are nominally ciu- 
zens, they are all in a very hopeless and degraded 
condition. He represents them as enveloped in 
ignorance and superstition, and thinka it would 
be an act of humanity to send native Choctaw 
missionaries from the West among them. 

On the 7th of August last an important treaty 
was entered into with the Creek and Seininoto 
Indiana west of the Miasissippi riveri one of the 
leading objects of which was to enable the De- 
partment to overcome the chief obstacle to the 
removal of the Indians of the latter tribe yet re- 
maining in Florida. The Seminoles west have 
been denationalized, and in a manner degraded, 
by being placed among the Creeks, and made 
subject to their lawa. They felt the humiliatioa 
of their position, which not only discouraged 
them from all efforts at improvement, but engen- 
dered a recklessDeaa of diapoaition and conduct 
which was eonstaotly complained of by die 
Creeks, and which would in the end have pro- 
duced serious difficulties between the two trioes. 
In this situation, which was well known to their 
brethren in Florida, the latter were totally averse 
to removing and joining them. Hence the neces- 
sity of endeavoring to give them a separate coun- 
try, with the right of self-government, and the 
necessary means for the comfortable aupport and 
improvement of themselves and those in Florida, 
should they be induced to emigrate. They were 
unwilling to go beyond the confines of the Creek 
country, nor could a suitable location bav« wdl 
been found for them elsewhere. The Cieeks 
were much averse to giving up any of their coun- 
try for the separate accommodation of the Semi- 
noles; but, in consideration «f the advantageotis 
terms offered them, finally consented thereto. 

The chief objection on tne part of the Semioole* 
in Florida to joining their brethren in the West 
having thus men removed, and the most liberal 
and tempting provision having been made in the 
treaty for their advantageous settlement and com- 
fortable aupport there, it is confidently antici- 
pated that tneir removid may now be effected ia 
a peaceful manner, thus rendering unneoeaaary 
the very heavy expenditures attendant upon the 
military operations which have been for many 
yeara miitlessly carried on for the purpose of 
trying to coerce them to emigrate. The faihue 
by Congress to make the necessary appropria* 
tions to carry out the provisions and pui^ses 
of the treaty is much to be regretted, aa, had 
they been made, the necessary meaaurca mi^ht 
have been promptly adopted, and the removafof 
the Indiana probably efieeted during the present 
fall and ensamg winter. Aa these appropriations 
passed the Senate, and only require the concur* 
rence of the House of Representatives, which, 
it is presuraed.may be had early the next session, 
it is hoped that they may yet be placed within 
the power of the Department before the present 
season for operations shall expire. 

This treaty with the Creeka and Seminolea 
is not confined to the sundering of a connection 
humiliating to one, and disadvantageous to both, 
and the opening of a better prospect for the early 
and peaceful removal of the Seminoles in Florida. 
Like the similar one of laat year with the Choc- 
taws and Chiekasawa, it contains pronaioos 
which the Department ia assured will have a 
material bearing and effect upon the welfare and 
destiny of those tribes. The relations between 
them and the United Stetes, as well as each other, 
are entirely revised, simplified, and placed upon 
^ more euvated footing. The vague and con- 
fused mass of old treaty proviaions in regard to 
them ore annulled and superseded by a succinct 
and explicit specification-vf the righta and privi- 
leges of the Indians and the obligations of the 
United Statea towards them. AR questioDs of, 
controversy between them and the GoTemmeat' 
are aettled and put at rest, and all their claims 
and demands adjusted, or put in a train of an 
early and equitable adjustment. There is no 
ground left for uncertainty in the future as to 
their poaitiona, riffhts, or resources. Such is 
the character of these two treaties. They are 
probably the last that will ever have to be made 
with either of these four tribes until they shall 
have become sufficiently advanced and desire to 
be admitted to citizenship. Tliia many of the 
Choctaws and Chidusawa are alnady lookii^ 
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forward to, with a dwree of interest and eager* j 
oess which will greatly accelerate their advance- 
mem. In a very few years Uiey will be fitted for, 
antl (loubtlesa seek, this change of condition. 
Their example will ha7e a powerful effect upon 
the neighboring tribes of Cherokees, Creeks, and 
Seminoies; and it is confidently hoped and ex- 
pected (hat the present generation wilt not pass 
awar without witnessiog the gratifying spectacle 
of all these inoportant and now partially civilized 
tribes of the Soathwest, numbering over sixty- 
five thousand souls, becoming acceptable and 
useful citizens of the United States. 

The policy of colonizing the Indians of Texas 
was coRtmeneed early in Februarv, 1855. The 
reservations for that purpose are in Young county, 
Texas — one on the Bnucos river, and one on the 
Cleur Fork of the Brasoe. The Caddoe^, Anad- 
ahkos, TfthwakleroB, Wakoes, and Tonkahwas, 
have been congregated at the former reserve, 
called the Brazos, and the Comanches at the lat- 
ter, called the Camanehe reserva. 

On the I8th of September last there were liine 
hundred and forty-et^ht Indians at the Brazos, 
and live hundred and finy-seven at the Camanehe 
reservation. At the former, during the past 
season, there have beeu fire hundred and forty 
acres of land fenced in and eultivated, and at the 
latter two hundred acres. The Indiana have 
maJe considerable progress in building houses, 
and making other improvements, and have ad- 
Tsnccd in their moral and social condition. 
Whisky, has, by great vigilance on the part of 
the agents, and the militaryand Stateanthorities, 
been kept entirely away; and in every point of 
viow, the enterprise, in its present state and 
future prospects, is more encouraging than its 
most eangmnc friends had anticipated. 

The forays and depredations occurring last 
spring on the confines of Texas were not, it is 
said, to be traced to the indigenous tribes of that 
State, but were committed entirely by Indians 
that had not any connection with the reserves. 
The chastisement of some of these predatory 
bands has happily been succeeded by a period of 
nnuRual quiet ana peace. 

The flattering success in Texas gives promise 
that by a similar policy the southern Camanches, 
Wirlxttaws, and other wandering bands near the 
northern frontier of that State, may be success- 
fully colonized on the western end of the Choc- 
taw country, for which provieipn was made by 
the treaty#f June 23d, 1855, between the United 
States and the Choctaws and Chickasaws. It 
wilt be expedient to take earlystepB to set off the 
western end of the Choctiiw country, and an ap- 
propriation will be necessary to consummate the 
arrangement for the location and colonization of 
these Indians afterthe survey is completed. An 
amotin t deemed adequate has been estimated for, 
and will no doubt be placed by Congreas at the 
disposal of the Departmenu 

The depFsdauoDi committBd by tha Indians of 
New Mexico have been less serious this than for 
any one of several preceding years. The Mim- 
bres Apaches have remained peaceable, and are 
cultivating the soil. The Mescalero Apaches 
are charged with committing depredations, and 
it is not deemed practicable to work a change in 
their habits without the advantages of a perma- 
nent hoHM. The Gila Apaches have not made 
any improvement. They live chiefly by the 
chase, and occasionally commit robbfries. The 
Jimrilla Apaches have been furnished with pro- 
visions ana agricultural im^emsou, whidi liave 
enabled them to live in comparative eomfort. 
They desire to be located in permaoeot homes. 
These Indiaps have been charged with robberies 
and murders, but the superintendent expnsses 
the opinion that they are not guilty. The Utahs 
are quietly awaiting the ratification of the treaties 
concluded with them, and will commence farming 
wlienever permanent homes are assigned them. 
Tiie Nuvajoes cultivate the soil, and are improv- 
ing in their condition. This tribe has made 
partial reparation for the murders and thefts 
committed by a few bad men among them, by 
remunerating, according to thdr ability, the own- 
ers f'or the property stown, and a promise to make 
good liiti remainder. The Pueblo Indians main- 
tain their character as peaoe^e» industrious 
communities. Bomm of toen have lost the title 



j papers for the grants of land obtained by them 
fh>m Spain and Mexico. In such coses .their 
agent has taken testimony in their behalf. They 
deserve the fostering care of the C^vcrnment, 
and Congress will no doubt confirm their titles. 
About five thousand Indiana ore embraced within 
the Gadsden purchase..^ They are mostly Pueb- 
los, and reside in six aifferent villages. They 
have houses and flocks^ and raise wheat and 
other products of the soil. It is suggested that, 
as these Indiana are about three hundred miles 
from any agency, they should have an agent 
assigned them. Although the treaties which had 
been negotiated with the Indians of New Mex- 
ico, by virtue of the act of CaDgi»s of July 
31st, 1854, were not ratified by the Senate at its 
last session, yet Congress, by making an appro- 
priation for assisting the Indians to settle in per- 
manent abodes, &c., has indi<^ated its approval 
of the objects sought by them, and early meas- 
ures should be taken to institute a scheme of 
colonization for the Indians of New Mexico; for 
without nomc essential change in the condition 
and habits of the more uncivilized bands of In- 
dians there, we can only expect a- recurrence 
of the former unsettled and unsatisfhctory con- 
dition of Indian afihirs in that Territory. 

The Indians in the Territory of Utah have, 
with but few exceptions, continued quiet and 
peaceable. According to recent reports, some of 
them have manifested on aptitude and disposition 
for agricultural labor beyond the general expect- 
ation. 

For reasons adverted to in my annual report 
for 1855, instructions were notgiven for entering 
into negotiations with the Indians in Utah , as had 
been contemplated, in accordance with the act 
appropriating money for that purpose. And as 
the Department designed for these tribes articles 
similar, in some re^wuts, to those framed with 
tribes in New Mexico, so long as the treaties 
negotiated with the latter were not ratified by the 
Senate, it has been deemed proper not to prose- 
cute negotiations with tribes m Utah. Agent 
Hurt, however, without instructions, entered 
imo an agreement of peace and friendship, as 
the Department was advised, in August. 1655,- 
with the ShoBone tribe, but the original insu ument 
has never been received here. That agent has 
also token the responsibility of collecting Indians 
At three several locations within the Territory of 
Utah, and commenced a system of farming for 
their benefit. A"^ the enterprise had not been 
sanctioned, or provided for by appropriations for 
that purpose, and was believed to involve a larger 
expenditure than existing appropriations would 
warrant, without condemning his action in this 
respect, I have felt constrained to withhold an 
exirress approval of his course. 

The report of Superintendent Henley presents 
ah intelligent view of our Indian relations in Cali- 
fornia. There are now four permanent reserva- 
tions established: the Tejon, in the souUtwestem 
part of the State; the Nome Ladtee, in Colusa 
county, west of the Sacramento nreri the Kla- 
math, on a river of the same name, which enters 
the Pacific ocean about twenty miles south of 
Crescent city; and tlie Mendocino, fifty miles 
south of Cape Mendocino, on the shore of the 
Pacific. About seven hundred acres of land have 
been cultivated this year at the Tejon — five hun- 
dred in wheat and barley, and the remainder in 
corn and vegetables. Owing to the drought in 
that region, the product of the farm is muax less 
than it would otlierwise hare been, but it is Suf- 
ficient for the coiisumptioa of the place. 

At the Nome Lackee about one thousand acres 
were cultivated, producing about fifteen thousand 
bushels of wheat and com, pumpkins, melons, 
turnips, and other vegetables in great abundance. 
The superintendent, gives a veiy interesting ac- 
count of the harvesting of the wheat eropi wnich 
was cut with German reaping hooks* used by 
the Indians with great d<>xteriiy. 

The Klamath and Mendocino reservations have 
been but recently established, and, in addition to 
land for Ullage* have imporunt advamtves in 
the abundant supply offish, muscles, and other 
means of subsistence, with which they abound. 

In addition to these reservations, temporary 
reserves or farms have been established on lh« 
F^ssDo ud Kings rivers, and at Nome Cult 
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valley, in the coast range of mountains. At the 
Fresno and Kings rivers, about seven hundred 
acres of wheat and barley, and about one hun- 
dred acres of corn, were planted. Owing to the 
drought, the wheat and barley crop was an entire 
failure— the corn, from irrigation, was expected 
to be on ordinary crop, Nome Cult valley farm 
has Just been established. 

The Indians in every part of California have 
been made aoguainted with the policv of the 
Government with reference to them, ana, except 
where prejudiced hy the false representations of 
interested while persons, ore pleased with it 
The number upon and in communication with 
the reservations and Aums is now about tea 
thousand, and increasing as the means for their 
accommodation are extended. Although lawless 
and desperate men commit frequent outrages 
upon the Indians in tbatState, the superintendent 
represents the sentiment of the great moss of tha 
people of California, in relation to themiembracinc 
every class in life, as all tlM. the friends of tlw 
Indian could desire. 

The usual annual reports from the superin- 
tendents in the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington liave not been received at this office, and 
I am hence compelled to upeak of Indian siDura 
there in the absence of sucn information as these 
reports would be expected to furnish. In July* 
1854, provision was made by law for enterii^ 
into negotiations with the tribes of these Terri- 
tories, and shortly thereafter instructions were 
issued to the superintendent of Indian affairs in 
Oregon, and the Governor and ex-officio super- 
intendent in Washington. Before the expiration 
of the montli of August, goods, suitable for pres- 
ents during the negotiations, were procured in 
New York and Boston, and shipped to the super- 
intendents, to reach them in time for ass early 
in the spring of 1855. The commissioners were 
severally instructed to obtain a relinquishment 
of the Indian claims to lands with proper rapid- 
ity,and, if practicable, to effect the concentration 
01 the tribes and bands on a few reservations, in 
locations not trenching on the white settlements, 
and to commence their negotiations with those 
tribes or bands nearest to, or brought into actual 
contact with, such settlement*, and between which 
and the settlers conflicting cudms bad arisen, or 
were likely to arise. 

The officers entered at once with energy upoa 
the execution of the duUes confided to them, and 
whilst they were apparently in the full tide of 
success, hostilities broke out in southern Oregon 
and with the Bi}giie iUver Indians, and afterwards 
in Washington Territory the Yakimosond KUk- 
etots commenced war against the settlers, which 
communicated to a auinoBr of the adjacent tribes 
in both Territories. The war raged in various 
localities from October, 1855, till the Ist of June, 
1856. Its various iniidents, and the causes from 
which it originated, it is not now deemed neces- 
sary to review. The reporU received with refer- 
ence to these hostilities were laid before the Pres- 
ident early in March last, and he immediately 
recommended on appropriation for maintaining 
and restoring peace with the Indian tribes on the 
Pacific coast, which was placed at faia disposal 
by the act of 5ih April, 1856. 

Temporary provision having been made early 
in December, 1855, from appropriations at ths 
command of the Department for the extraordi- 
nary expenses of preventing an extension of the 
spirit of^ dissatisfaction among the tribes, and of 
colleeting^the peacefbl Indians in locations with- 
drawn from contact with hostile bands, the 
placing of the approm-ialion by ths President at 
the disposal of this Department enabled iu ofii- 
cer* to extend their plans, and prosecute them 
with vigor. 

In both Territories the same policy of collect- 
ing and temporarily subsisting the peaceful tribes 
in laiga numbers, and encouraging hostile bands 
to surrender their arms and join the friendly In- 
dians, was adopted, and carried out with consid- 
erable success. Hostile bands were met, and 
chastised by the military power of the Territo- 
ries and the United States army; and until the 
hiteat advices, the reports were, that peace had 
been restored in both Territories; but the super- 
intendent of Oregon Territory, in a communica- 
tion daud (he IQui of Oetobeprcpporw a renmal 
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6rhoaitilitKH esflt ofihe CMOMleMflunuiine,«nd 
ibnt one half of the very powerful, and hitherto 
frieiidly, tribe of Nez PereoB Indiana had joined 
the war party. No inrormstion waa received 
from Governor Slevens, of Waihington, bui the 
puWic journals state that be was obliged to lea« 
Walla-Walla, and that the indioationa were that 
a general Indian war waa inevitable. 

The policy pursued by this detwrtment has 
been attended with a eonridenble exjwnditure, 
and it was hoped that the reaults of it* opera- 
tiona, of both a temporary and permanent char- 
acter, would show tnat, all things eonaidered, it 
bad been the best that could be ado)>ted, and the 
moat hunranc and economical. It cannot be dis- 

Siised that a portion of the white population of 
e Pacific Territories entertain feelings deeply 
boatile to the Indian tribes of that region, and 
■re anxtoua fbr the extermination of the race. 

Referring to a ^tarngraph in my annual report 
fbr 1854, your attention is called lo the provisiona 
Vf law to be found in the second section of the 
act of September 11, 1641, respecting investments 
fbr Indian tribes, which have been construed to 
. muii? the department to invest all Indian moneys 
held in tniit m stocks of the United Suites. Tne 
high price at which these stocks have been held, 
ks compared with the atocka of the States bear- 
ing a lixe rate of interest, has cauacd the execu- 
tion of the act to injuriously nflect the interests 
df the Indians. Accordingly, since the 4th of 
March, }853, no purchases have been made; but 
where liabilities of this kind have reaalted from 
treaty stipulations, the department has estimated 
annually for appropriiitions from the Treasury, 
for five per cent., on all such trust fiinds. Con- 
greas has responded to theae estimates, and a 
policy has thus been instituted, if not established, 
fii regard to such cases. Other cases, however, 
occur where trueis arise upon cash deposited in 
the Treasury for the payment of matured stock, 
the avails of land sales, and bv accumulationa of 
interest on stocks now held, wnich are not imme- 
diately necessary in the performance of treaty 
•tipulations. Tncse aoeumulatiortsnre now con- 
aiderable, and after the sides of the Delaware end 
vther tnist lands in Kansas Territory, they will 
be very largely increased. In view of which, it 
Is sug^Rsied thai the law of 1841 cught to be 
repealed, and a general enactment obtained from 
Congress authorizing all sums of money arising 
from trusts, and hold by the Secretary of the 
Inierior, to be passed into the Treasury at the 
«nd of each fiscal half year by transfer warranM, 
Imd pledging the United States tbsreafWr to pay 
•five per centum per annum tor the benefit of the 
Indian tribe entitled thereto. Such a measure 
Vould simplify the basineM of this department 
«nd that of the Treasury, reduce gradually the 
•locks on liand as thev mature , and be an act of 
justice to the Indiaaa, aenied to them under exist- 
lislaws. - 

Owing to the imperfection of records, the dif- 
Ifcrent mode in which the names are written, the 
'diAeulty of properly identifying applicants, and 
-other causes, the progress in maEcing and deciding 
the application for bounty land warrants for In- 
*dtans has been slow. Under the regulations 
adopted, there have been three thousand two hun- 
Idred and seventy-three Indian applications for 
liottnty land; of which three have been decided 
■adversely at the Pension Office; two tliousand 
^ight hundred and twenty-eight are in* course of 
examination, or suspended; and four hundred 
'and forty-three warrants have been granted, and 
'sent to this office for delivery to the proper par- 
ties. Among the accompanying documents will 
be found the forms prescribed for the sate and 
transfer of these varnuila bv the Indian holders, 
which it is hoped will amply protect -them from 
imposiiion or fraud. 

Twenty-six ^rter aeetionaof Choetaworphan 
land in Missiseippi, which had reverted for non- 
payment, have been revalued and sold; and thir- 
ty-four sections of Creek reserves in Akibama 
-have also been revalued and sold, and the prices 
'obtained in both eases are believed to Im the fair 
CMh -v^ue of the lands. 

The construction of the mad from Port Ridg- 
ler, in Minnesota, to the South paas of the Rocky 
'.Mountains, in Nebraska Territory, for which an 
'appropiiatiM of |S0,60I> waa mus «n the "SM of 



n r 

I July laat, having been assigned by you to this ! 
I bureau, instructions were issued on the 18th day i 
I of September last to William H., Noble, Esq., ' 
who woe nppotnced superiniendent. He is now I 
in the field in the discharge of his duties. His | 
instructions forbid him to anticipate any further ' 
appropriations for this rq^, and require that he I 
proceed to lay out and construct audi an emigrant 
wagon rood between the pointa referred to as a 
judicious and economieal ezpsndiluie of tbe 
money will authoriae. 

A man of the Indian territories within the 
United Statea, provided for by the act of August 
18, 1856, is in the course of oonetiuction, and I 
will be completed witlioutany unnecessary delay. 

The tabular statements appended to this report 
contain muoh valuable and useAil information in 
relation to Indian affairs. 

A contract hsa been entered into with the pub- 
lisher for the execution of the work connected 
with the printing of the sixth rolume of the 
History, Condition, and Pnispeets of the Indian 
Tribes. 

Proceedings have been instituted in the Court 
of Claims by parties holding drafts for laige sums 
of money, drawn by agents and sub-agents in 
California, for beef and flour alleged to have been 
furnished for the Indian service there in the years 
1831 snd 1853. Ii ia understood that other simi- 
lar drafts are still oulatandine. An act was 
passed on the 39lh of July, 1^4, appropriating 
a sum equal to $242,036 for the payment of 
one lot of drafts of a like descripuon. These 
drafia were all drawn wiUioat authority of law — 
a fact notorious at the time, md of which the 
partiee lo \v\ )m they were made payable hod full 
notice. Having haiid occasion to examine the 
subject to some extent, there appear to me to be 
irregularities of such a oharaeler connected with 
these beef and fiour transactions, that a full and 
thorough investigation into them should, I think, 
be instituted , especially as there appears to be no 
satisfactory evidence of the issue of^ the articles to 
the Indians. 

The operations of this branch of the public 
service would be greatiy pHmtotad if the authar- 
ity and means were placed at the disposal of the 
department to keep constantly in its employment 
a special agent of nigh character for inteihgence 
and iotwrily. Occasions fVequeatly arise re- 
quiring the services of snoh an agent. 

Since the 4th of March, 18S3,nfty-two treaties 
with various Indian tribes bavebeeji entered into. 
These treaties may, wiUi bat few exceptions of a 
specific character, be separated into three classes: 
first, treaties of peace and friendship; second, 
treaties of acquisition, with a view of coloniung 
the Indians on reservations; and third, treaties 
of acquisition, and providing for the permanent 
settlement of the individuals of the tribes, at once 
or in the future, on separate tmcteof land orhonle- 
Ueads, and for the gradual abolition of the tribal 
character. Thequantityof land acquired by these 
treaties, cither by the extinguishment of the 
original Indian title, or by the reacquisition of 
laiMs granted to Indian tribes by former treaties, 
is about one hundred and seveaty^four millions 
of acres. Thirty<4wo of these treaties havebeen 
ratified, and twenty -are now before the Senate 
for its consideration and action. In no former 
equal period of our history have ao many treaties 
been made, or such vast accessions of land been 
obtained. Within the same period the jurisdic- 
tion of this office and the operations of its agents 
have been extended over an additional arm of 
from four to six hundred thousand sauare miles 
of territory, embracing tribes about wlii^ before 
that time but little was known; and by authority 
of several acts of Congress thirteen -new agencies 
and ninesub^gencies nave been establish^. The 
increased liUiorwhicii has thus been devolved on 
the Commissioner of Indian Affaira and the entire 
fonje of the bureau, as well as upon the miperin- 
tendents and. agents, has been very great, and 
has swelled the business connected with our 
Indian afiairs to an extent almost incredible. 
The labor of this branch of the service has 
doubled since 1SS3, and yet with this extraordi- 
nary increase the permanent clerical force of this 
office is the .same now that it was on tlie 4th of 
March, 1853. The permanent force is now in- 
BuAoisBt to prsmptly parfofot the taboraf .the 
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bureau; and the dasaificaiion and arrangcmenl 

j of the business of tht^ office ^hoold be nv)dified 
and improved, but thie c&noot be done tlior- 
Qughly without a small perm^ent increase in tba 
clerical force. 

The existing laws for the protection of Uie per- 
sons and property of the Indian wards of th« Gov- 
ernment are sadly defective. New and more 
stringent statotes are roquired. The relation 
whieh the Federid Government sustains towards 
the Indians, and the duties and obligations flow- 
ing from it, canuot be faithfully met and dis- 
charged without ample legal provisions and the 
oeoessarypower and means toenforce them. The 
rage for speculation, and the wonderful desire to 
obtain choice lands, which seems to posseas so 
many of those who go into our new Territories, 
cause them to lose sight of and entirely overlook 
the rights of the abori^nol iohabitaats. The 
most dishonorable expedients have in many caaep 
been made use of to dispossess the Indian, and 
demoralizing means employed to obtain his pn^ 
erty;and for the want of adequate laws, the de- 
parUnent is now often perplexedaod embarraasod 
because of inability to aowd prompt relief, and 
apply the remedy, in cases oovioualy requiring 
them. 

The general disorder so long prevailing in 
Blansas Territory, and the consequent u^iwttled 
state of civil affairs there, have been very injurious 
to the interests of many of the Indian tribes in 
that Territory. The state of afiairs referred to, 
with the influx of lawless men and apeculatoia 
incident and introductory (hereto, has impeded 
the surveys and the selections for the homes of 
the Indians, and otherwise prevented the full 
establishment and proper efficiency of all the 
means for civilization and improvement within 
the scope of the several treatiee with them. The 
schools have not been as fully attended, nor the 
school buildings, agency bouses, and other im- 
provements as rapidly constructed as they might 
otherwise have been. Trespasses and depreoa- 
tions of every conceivable kmd have been oom- 
mittcd on the Indians. They have been person- 
ally maltreated, their property stolkn, their timber 
destroyed, their possessions encroached upon, 
and divers other wrones and injuries done them. 
Notwithstanding all which , they afforded a praise- 
worthy example of good conduct under the most 
trying circumstances. They have at no time, 
that I am &ware of, attempted to redress their 
own wtongs, but iiare patiently submitted to in- 
jury, relying on the good ftuth and justice of the 
Government to indemnify them. In the din and 
strife between the anti-wavery and pro-slavery 
parties with reference to the condition of the Af- 
rican race there.and in which the righu and ta- 
terests of the red man have been completely over- 
looked and disregarded, the good conduct and 
patient 'Submission of the latter oontmst favor- 
ably with the disorderly and lawless conduct of 
many of their white brethren, who, while they 
have quarreled about the African, have imitM 
upon the soil of Kansas in wron^oing towaiid 
the Indian 1 

In relation to the emigrated and partially civil- 
ized tribes in Kansaa, the circunistancas undw 
which they were tranuhmted to that country, 
and (he ptadgas of this Government that it should 
be to them and (heir posterity a permanent hoioe 
forever, the distrust and douot under witich (hey 
assented lA the sale of a portion of their respective 
tracts to the United States for the use ana occu- 
pation of our own population, I have in former 
reports treated fully, and have, likewise, endeav- 
mad to impress upon the minds of all persoas 
chat the small tracts which these tribes have 
reserved in •Kansas-as their permanent hotnea 
BUub be so mgatKled. ' They cannot again be re- 
moved. They must meet their fate upon their 
pcsBsnt rss o rvations in that Territory, aod there 
be madeacinriUzed people, orcrasheaand blotted 
out. Their condition la tariiical, simply because 
their tights-end interests seem thus far to have 
been entirely tost sight of and disregarded by 
their new neighbors. They may be preserved 
and civilized, and will be, if the guarantees and 
stipulations of their treaUea are faithfully fulfilled 
and enforced, and the ITederal Government dis- 
chains its oUtaations and redeems its pledged 
Muh- towaids -tMi^'-^. |MMM and Older. MBffl 
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DOW to be restored to the TerritorteB, It is to be 
hoped tlwt the good citizeoB ^reof will nw&e 
hastn to repair the wrong and tajerf which tin 
red men of Kansas have Suflferea by the acta of 
their white neighbors, and that hereafter they 
will not only treat the Indiana fairly and kindly, 
but that- all good eittzena will aet their facea 
a^iiist the conduct of an? lawteas men who may 
attempt to treapaaa upon tne rishts of or otherwise 
inlure the Indian populetiofl tnere. 

In reviewing the erenta of the past year, with 
reference to the improvement of our Indian pop- 
ulation, there appears within the reserves of 
aeveral tribes aoen unmiatakable manifestations 
of progreM aa to excite and stimulate oar law- 
giver*, and the benevolent and philanthropic of 
tlie land, to a more lively and acdve interest in 
the present condition and fatore proupecis of the 
mce, and to invite an increased sAm andenai^r 
in the cause of Indian eivinzation. That the red 
■nan can be ttansformed in hia batau, domes- 
tieatsd, and eivUized, and made a vaefbl element 
in society, there is abundant evidence. With 
reference to his true character, erroneous opin- 
ions very generally prevail. He tSi indeed, the 
victim of pr^diee. He it only re«arded as the 
irreclaimtfcblei terrible aav^re, who in war spares 
neither age nor sex, bat with heartless and cruel 
barbarity subjects the innocent and deftRaeleae to 
inhuman tortuKa, eofflmitting with exnitftnt de- 
l%bt the most horrible massaoftt. Theae an 
chronicled fVom year to yHa, and are bidesd sad 
chapters in onr aniuda. But tha history of the 
auflerings of the Indian has Aever been written — 
the story .of his wrottga never been told. Of 
these there is not, and never can be, an earthly 
record. As a man, he haa his joys and his sor- 
rows. His love for hia offspring laiflienae. In bis 
friendship he iaateadfiut and true, and irill never 
be the first to break faith. His cour^ is un- 
doubted, his perception quick, and his memory is 
of the highestorder. Hur iodjfinentjsdefectrre, 
but, by proper training aaa discipline, hIa intel- 
lectual powers are susceptible of eultare,andean 
be elevated to a fair standard. H« can betaoght 
the arte of peace, and is by no meems inapt in 
learning to handle agricultural and mechanical 
implements, and applying ihfem to their appro- 
pnateuses. With Uiese qualities, althongn the 
weaker, he is eminently entitled to the kind eo&- 
aideration of the atron^r leee. 

The wonderful emigration to our newly-ac- 
quired States and Territories, and its effects upon 
trie wild tribes inhabiting them and the plains 
and prairies, is well calculated at the present 
period to attract special attention. Not only are 
onr setllements rapidly advancing westward from 
^e Missisaippi river towards the Pacific ocean, 
and from the snore of the Pacificeostward towards 
the Mississippi, but large settlements have been 
niade in Utan and New Mexico between the two. 
Already the aettlenienta of Texas are extending 
^ to El Paao, and spreading into the Gadaden 
purchase, and those of California have reached 
into the gr^at valley of the Colorado; whilst the 
settlers of Minnesota are building cities at the 
very head of Lake Superior, and villefes in the 
remote valley of the. Ked river of tbe North, on 
their way to Pugct Sound. Railroada built and 
building from flie Atlantic and Qalf citiea not 
only reach the Mississippi river at about twenty 
diflei-ent points, but are extending west across 
Louiaiana, Arkansas, Missouri,aoa Iowa. Roads 
of that character have also been oo'mmtinccd in 
Texas, looking to £lFaso,and in Iowa, looking 
for the great bend of the Minnesota river (br a 
preseDt,and Pembina for a future, terminus. The 
railroad companies of Missouri and lowaareeven 
now seeking aid from Congress to enable them to 
extend their roads to New Mexico, to Kanaaa, 
Nebraska, ini Utah, and thence to California, 
Oregon, and Waahington. Catiibrnia has act- 
uully commenced the construction of a railroad 
leading up the Sacramento valley towards Utah. 

it is impossible to avoid the conclusion, that in 
a few years — in a very few, the railroada of the 
east, from New Orleans to the extreme west end 
of Lake Superior, wilt be extended weatwardly 
up tou-arda the'ttocky MountainH, at least as far 
on guod lands can be found^ and that roods from 
the Pacific coast will be built as far seat aa good 
lands extend; and that in both casA an aetive 



ptnralfttioR will keep op with the advaasa of 
'railroada— a population that will open farms, erset 
workshops, and build villages and citieB. 

When that time arrivea — and it is at our my 
doors — ten years, if our country is favored with 
peace and prosperity, will witness the most of it 
—where will be the fcbitatioaS and what the 
condition of the rapidly-wasting Indian tribes of 
the plaina, the prairlea, and of our new States 
and Territories? 

As aurc as these great physical changes are 
impending, so sure will these poor denizens of 
the forest be blotted out of existence, and their 
dust be trampled under the foot of nqHdly*ad- 
vancit^ civilixatioh, unless our great nation shsJI 
generously determine that the necessary provision 
shall at ones be made, and appropriata steps he 
taken to designate suitable tracts or reserratioDS 
of land in proper localities fdr permanent homes 
for, and provide die means to ooiontae them 
thereon. Such reaervationa ahonld be selected 
with great care, and, when determined upon and 
designated, the assurances by which ttiey are 
guarantied to the Indians should be irrevocable, 
and of such a character as to effectually protect 
thmi from encroachments of every kina. 

Befbre bringing thie annual report to a eORcla- 
kion, I desire to repeat thestatement mads in the 
first one which I had the honor to submit: " That 
there is no abaolute noeessity for the employment 
by the Indian tribes of attorneys or agents to at- 
tend to their boainessatthe seat of Qovemment;" 
and to urge in the moat solemn manner, that " it 
Is the duty of the Oovernment , aa their guard ian , 
to cause all matters of a business character with 
them to be so conducted as to preclude the neces- 
sity of the intervention of this class of persons." 
This reeommendation was repeated in my second 
and third annual reports, am is again urged as 
the nsult of convicuons strengthened by experi- 
ence. I also desire again to urge all that I nave 
presented in former reports, aa well aa in thia one, 
with reference to the obnoxioua and tiMl poliay 
of removing Ii>dian tribes, and the absolute n«- 
cesslty of fixed habitations and permanent boHMS 
as indispensable to their preservation, domestica- 
tion, and civilization. To preserve the small res- 
ervations already made, and hereafter to be made, 
by tribes who have or may resolve to settle down 
and till ^e land, and to preserve to all Indians 
their annuities, I again urgently recommend such 
penal and other legislation as may be required to 
efiect these obiectn. But any measure of protec- 
tion short of wis will foil to guard the Indians 
against the artflil schemes of those bad men who, 
under more or less specious pretenses, desire to 
obtain either their lands or their mooeyor both. 
Upon such protection depends the question of 
their fbture existence; for, when stripped of 
their property, alms would only rapidly sink, 
not permanently elevate and preserve, them. 
Humanity, Christianity, national honor, unite in 
demanding the enactment of such laws aa will 
not only protect the lndtans, but as shall effect- 
ually put it out of the power of any public ofRcer 
to allow these poor creatures to bo despoiled of 
their lands andf annuities by a swarm of hungry 
and audacious speculators, attorneys, and others, 
their instruments and coadjutors. And no officer 
should, for the want of such legislation, be com- 
pelled, during his whole official existence, either 
Lo allow the fndians to be plundered, or else have 
to devote Ris whole eneigies to the maintenance 
of a conflict to soatain their rights against com- 
binations of men whose chief and first efforta are 
always directed towards obtaining influence with 
the press, and with those supposed lo be h^h in 
the confidence of the executive and legislative 
departmenta of the Government. It ia asking 
too much of a subordinate officer. It exposes 
him to unnecessary danger and unnecessary 
temptation; and it is grossly unjust to ibe Indians 
thus to expose him lo such a danger and to such 
a temptation. The security of their rights should 
be made as little dependent upon the virtue of a 
public officer as possible.. 

Topreserve their property, and to give them 
the biessingfl of educauon and Chrisnaniiy, is 
indtspensalne to their continuing "long in the 
land ' which Qod gave to their fathers and to 
them. 1 ^Boenfy hope that -our Oovamamt 
will faata the aid of al) tis good cHImm In ftaMi- 



fully exeorting its high lniBt,atid diochai^ingits 
obl^atinna to the remnants of the Indian tribes, 
now left to its evefsight and guardianahq), s» 
that they aboU ba intelligently and generoualy 
protected and cared for inall that makes Ufa nsa* 
All and happy. 
Vwry reapectfally, your obedient sorvanl, 

QEORGE W. MANYPENNY, 
Cemsiiiweawv 

Hon. R. McCLKLLaiTD, 

Secretary pf the Interior. 

PRESrDENT'S MESSAGE. 

SPEECH OF HON. M. H. NICHOLS, 

OF OHIO, 

bf tn Rot7H av RBrasaBrratifM, 

Z>e«m»crl6.I8S6, 

On tkevMMlwioftefeiTiog ifca Fi i iJiliiifi Mimiji imHi 
CoiBJulUtM «f tlia Wlwle on the state of tbe Usmm, omI 
tbe prtmJug or ten ibouHad ooplSB UMraoT. 

Mr. NICHOI-S said: 

Mr. SpaA.Kta: I am in favor of the motion «o 
lafer, and to print the Preaidsnt^ niaiBage. I 
am willing to give to the Executive of the aatioo 
an opportunity to pnsent his sentimems, to vin- 
dicate himscih-^r, if he desires it, to ai^e agafai 
the issooa lying behind tbe recent preaid«Btial 
rerah. I am willing, too, that whatevir tbe 
President may urge in defbnse of his policy may 
be freely printed and circulated, that the peopM 
(ff our common country may judge of ita mertc 
fbr themselves. But, sir, I do object to the tone' 
and sentiments of this message. It reflects upon 
the rooiivea and ehaiacler of members who, oe- 
cnpyiM aeats apon this floor, in tbe past bava 
dilRred with the Executive. It reSacts upon the 
motives and patriotism of a large portion of the 
free men-of this nation; and I should be untrao 
(o myself, and to my coiistitusnis, sir, if I dkt 
not, at tbe earlieot ooeasion, publicly reprobala 
and dsBOunee this paper. 

Thia debate has already assumed a wide nuige t 
and gentlemM) are discussing, in connection wirti 
the meas^, the great and absorbing enbject of 
ogitationWring llie pa« three years. Sir, I am 
now in the fourth year of ray service as a mem- 
ber of thia body. During all of this time, sir, I 
have never discussed upon diis floor the negro 
saaAlMMKfion. I believe, sir, that I have never 

f'ven one *' shriek for fVeedom" upon this floor, 
have refrained from debate, because, first, it is 
almost impoaaible for a modest member to obtam 
tbe floor Tw the diseosaion of a pending question, 
and, aecondly, I have always been averse to the 
nsaleaa consumption of dma in the debate of 
general politics. 

If I depart from my usual rule of action — if, in 
the courfee of my present remarka, I ahould throw 
out some obssrrauona upon the snbjaetofprsaeBt 
ofitation— I assure gentlemen that 1 do it not fbr 
the sake of agitation , but simply trom the nrotrve 
which dictated the sF>eecb of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr, LiTOiiBa]— I deMrs to " viadieato 
the truth of hialOry." 

Sir, I wish to know wfiere wa Mand upon diia 
question. Are men to be denouneed and held 
responsible at the bar of public opinion \)f the 
Executive of this nation for mere political cfiflbr- 
enccs ? Is the badge of one party to mark tha 
Mkitor — tha badge of another to indicate the in- 
eorraptible patriot? Why, air, what haa tlua 
diaeussion shtrwn f ■ That in die besom of thii 
great Dtnnocratic family there is almoot, if nat 
quite, as much diversity of opinion as titers ia 
between the party itself «aid the nepublteao party. 
If, then, wa nave broucht out thm fact, tm ono 
million three hundred ihonaand freemen who eaet 
their votes (br Fremont at the late election, may 
well hold that Congress has the constitutional 
power to govern the Territories of the Union, 
and yet be as patriotic as the President; they 
may believe thia, for it is' their right to believe it. 
They may epeak their sentiments, for that is their 
right, too, and it were cowardly lo conceal them. 
And , sir, when we have thought — when ws have 
spoken and acted, by what warrant does the 
Executive &f this nation arraign us offensively at 
tfaia bar-4iy what nde of proprnty do«a be i 
waformAnraiteiatiaM miA fM mmmr 
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Sir, the men mo uaailed ar« the eqaak of the 
President in patriotism, in political rights, and 
his equals in political integrity. That ihey may 
not indorse his political action it perhaps true, 
and this, I apprehend, ia the " head and front" 
of their " offending." 

But, sir, I arose to '* Ttndicate the truth of 
history." And I say to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Letcher,] and to all of the gentle- 
men here who are arrayed aa the friends of one 
political party, or who are here as the represent- 
Atirea of a section, that I repudiate no man here 
with whom I am acting politically — not one. I 
will not Ainch from any test proposed to me, 
because, in tlie musty records of toe past, some 
man may have avowed sentiments which were 
unpopular in their day, and which are now little 
in unison with the tastes and desires of gentle- 
men upon this floor. Sir, I repudiate no man; 
and when the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lbtchsr] calls up my Tenerable colleague, [Mr. 
GiDDiNOB,] over the way there, and brings to his 
aid the musty tomes of the Congresaional Xibrary 
to prove that my colleague ia responsible, tt^ther 
with some others formerly associated with him, 
as the parts of a political oi^nization now ex- 
tinct, for all of the slavery agitation which has 
ever shaken the country, let me tell the gentle- 
man that he omits from his history one of its most 
important pages. Yet it is true, Mr. Speaker, 
thatlhy colleague [Mr. Gidoinoi] has been some- 
Uiiog of on agitator, and I believe it to be equally 
true that, at the opening of almost every session 
of Congress, he nos made a speech upon the 
slavery question. And has he not, sir, as an 
American Repreaentativs, a right to speak upon 
that, in common with other politieal topics? As 
a representative of sovereign people upon this 
iloor, he has a right to speak; as a free citizen 
«f the United Stales he ought to be heard every- 
where; and I say to jfentlemen that I honor him 
for the manliness with which he maintains his 
opinions, and for the courage which he has always 
evinced in the vindication of his own positions. 
Sir, when f turn to the history of old parties, I 
find them in the past arrayed against my colleague 
— I have seen Democrat and Whig iqgking com- 
mon war upon him, but he " sIiMImR" Singly 
and alone, for ysars he fought his baKles against 
thenowerful opposition of political organizations, 
mna has sustained himself by his own will, by 
his own firmness and integrity. Sir, the oppo- 
sition which he has sucesssAilIy withstood would 
have swept almost any one of his wMker adver- 
saries into a political eternity. And 1 say, sir, 
that I honor a man of this stamp, I cars not what 
his opinions are. 

But who is responsible for the present agita- 
tionP Who fostered, fed, and strengthened itP 
Where did it come from ? I came to this Hall 
at the commencement of the last Congress, one 
of the youngest men in it,- thoroughly impressed 
with the conviction that it was my duty as a 
Representative, as a good citizen, to frown down 
all agitation. My agitating colleague made 
that annual speech upon the slavery question to 
which the gentleman from Virginia excepts. I 
heard that speech; sir 1 recollect the speech and 
the scene well. A colleague of the gentleman 
from Virginia, now no more, drew up a chair in 
front of the agitator, exchanged some pleasant- 
ries with him about portions of his speech, and 
when the speech ended the agitation died out. 
Ko, sir, if did not quite die out. There was in 
the Hall another agitator — a gentleman from 
Kew York, Mr. Gerrit Smith. Ho was a man of 
my eolleasue's school of polities then, equally 
distinguished wiib him — a man complimented 
by southern gentlemen upon this floor as a man 
of strict integrity, great hospitality — in short, a 
noble-mindeagentleman. Well, sir, this gentle- 
man also agitated the question in an hour's speech . 
He was followed by a distinguished gentleman 
from Kentucky, Mr. Preston^ and tnere was 
here, then, a general feeling of dissatisfaction 
that the speech had been even noticed. Then 
the agiution died away. Why, Mr. Speaker, 
you, and i, and a great many other gentlemen 
here, came up in solid column and voted down all 
attempts to introduce the queation of New York 
politic! into this Hall. We refused to indorse 
Hard or 8«dt, w to daGi4e w^ieh ot the p^ies 
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there were the soundest upon the slavery ques- 
tion. 

Mr. OIDDINOS. I desire toadd to what my 
colleague is saying, that that speech was made 
in direct response to that recommendation of the 
President wnich called upon this House to pay 
for the Amistad slaves. • 

Mr. NICHOLS. That may be all very neces- 
sary for the vindication of my honorable colleague, 
but for my purpose, I adhere to my original dec- 
laration, that it was a speech in agitation of the 
slavery question. But to resume. With these 
threespeechespaFsedawaythesgitation. Mycol- 
leaguesatin "Sleepy Hollow, "and gave no voice 
to agitation formonths. Yet peace passedaway, 
as agitation had before it, and in three short 
: months afterwards we had an angrv, frowning 
discussion here, and we saw a moral revolution 
inaugurated in this Hall. When sectional agita- 
tion reared its hideous form, from whence did it 
come? Who waa responsible for it? If it was 
an unsightly child, who begat it? Are TOU,Mr. 
Speaker — am I, in any shape responsible for it? 
Why, sir, we were perfectly content to let the 
question rest forever, to shut the doors on it here^ 
and resolutely frowning upon it, we desired only 
to crash it out forever. It was thrust upon us; 
and by whom? By the President — bycoadjutors 
of his, who now are the loudest in decrying agi- 
tation. While peac« and concord prevailed, a 
proposition was made to oiganize « territorial 
government for Nebraska. It was a sim[de bill 
introduced into the Senate; there was no negro in 
the bill. It was the same which passed this House, 
in February, 1853; the same concerning which 
the Vice President of the United Sutea 8^|d it 
might as well be passed then as at any oUier time , 
so far as the question of repealing tne Missouri 
compromise was concerned. A large number of 
sontuern gentlemen upon this floor had voud for 
the bill — It was simple and plain — sufficient for 
the wants of the people, and above all, it had no 
negro in it— not a negro, sir. That bill went to 
the Committee on Territories in the Senate. It 
came back, in time, a new bill, with the negroes 
visible all over it. Still it did not repeal the Mis- 
souri compromise. The Senate committee had 
discussed the praprietT of doing so, however; 
they hsd discussed otner grave questions, too. 
What were they ? Let the committee speak: 

"Tour emnrolUce do not ftel tbamelTM called vpoa to 
rater fnio tl>e ditcussioii of Umm controverted aueationi. 
Ttiey Involve tbu lamn urave Imum wtilch proaaced tlie 
■firatlon, tlie Hecttoiial tu\(n, sad the feaifU uruggle of 
1R30. A.4 CongreM deemed it wUe and prudent to reftain 
from deciding the matter in emitroveray then, either-by 
sfflnnlng or repealing the Mezienn Uwi, or by an act declar- 
uoiy or tbc true Intent of the Conitltution, and the extent 
or tbc protertion nffarded by it to tbe ilave propertyin the 
TerritoHes, (O your committee ire not prepared now ta 
recommeiia ■ departure from tb« eoone paivued em that 
memorable occaaion, eitbet by aSnning or repealing the 
eighth Mction of the HlMOuri act, or by any act declara- 
tory of the mmalng of the Conrtitution in reepeet to the 
lejil polnu in divpote." 

It was not proper to repeal the eighth section 
of the Missouri act. Why ? Said Mr. Douglas, 
to do so would be to revive the ** same gravo 
issues which produced the agitation, the sectional 
strife, and the fearful struggle of 1850." We 
were all right, so far. The Senate committee were 
against agitation. "Hie Senatewoa against .neita- 
tion. The House was against agitation. My 
white-haired colleague, and the gentleman from 
New York, were the only agitators in the na- 
tional Coneress. The President had said in his 
first annual message, that the country enjoyed 
repose from sectional agitation, and he said that 
repose should receive no shock during his offi- 
cinl term. But clouds soon obscured uie politi- 
cal horizon. A Yankee and a Kentuckian con- 
spired to disturb the peace of the country. Mr. 
Sumner wanted to re^nact the Missouri com- 
promise restriction: Mr. Dtxon wanted to re- 
peal the Missouri restriction. Where, sir, was 
the President then ? How did he regard theae 
propositions to " agitate?" Let his oi^n speak 
toT him. The official paper of the Executive 
spoke then after this fashion: 

"Tbe MtatODai CoKPnoMiat.— We have expreieednur 
cordial approval of ihe bill Introduced by Mr. Douctai, 
prodding territorial government for Nebratka. It will be 
reisembered tbsi iheDUl.aapropaaed lo be sraended by Mr.. 
DoaglaB, ra«n«cts andappHsn to Nebfanksihe clsuaa on 
Blav«rrsdq^latkeco«ptoialsaeri850. ThateUosels 
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aileot asio theqaeetlon of alavery during tbe tc nil oral 
drtion of the inliabitanis, but exprewly reon^izc^ a -i-. 
Mrtathcirrighltocome into the Union ass Smie.rihc-r i-. i 
or without tne institutioD of alavery, as tbcy ma> d'-i in i,-r 
in their couatituUon. TwopropoBltion* tinve huf u mad - li . 
tbe Senate; one by Benator Dixon, a Whig, oiid ibn " : t I 
by Senator Sumner, an Abolitii»ni«t— whicb indi-a: - ■ « ' 
the bUI, aa propoaed by Mr. Douglsa, Ij to Itc victim:.' 'r 
aaaailed. Mr. iMxon jrropoia (« amewJ U ty <■ r 
exmtMlv reipMbttg the act of 1S30, tavtmo^ly l-novn m :U 
JfiHouri eompromite. Mr. Snmner pio^sea to amori.t 
by eipreaely declaring that tbe Mltaoun comprr>nux' i- u 
continue in fbrce." * * • " Wben,thercitfre. u [xriii: I 
Ineni Whig Benator like Mr. Dizoo, norosBa to oo ei- 
TONt> Judge Donglaa, and beyond Uie compmmiie of l£j., 
in showing bla devotion to the rights of the South, it mij 
aoi be out of order to remind tnir frienda that in ihr ^r'l: 
latue or 1850, tbe body of Mr. Dixon's political friendv 
eapeeially Btthe Nonh. were not prepared to fo ev<-o as m 
aa the Nebraaka bill goet. Bat Mr. Dizon'a amendm",: i 
may terve to atlr up excitement on one eldn. vtiil-t V.:. I 
Sumner'a will efftct tbe like object on the otlirr ; and. m 
WliTsiam and AboUtionlsm have nothing In fnin, ut 
nothing to loae, tb« upahoi may be that the o^taniHi 0117 
Inore to the benefit of tbe common oppoaition of i^e D- 
ocnuic party. Prvdtnet, patrioHim, inoiion to tkv Vni.t. 
tke itUerttt of Ue iJonorratfe yorfy, all PUggest Ibai tt« 
public Mntimmt which now acquieecea cbeerfully in I'm 
prlncijdeaoi'ttM compromiM of 1850 abould net 1m incoi 
eraiely diourbed.''— ir«Uiig(o« lAitM, JoMuny SO, IS -L 

Sir, I thanked the President then for his d«.>iR 
to preserve peace. I believed the attitude of 
party was. right. I saw peace init;and I thought, 
if maintained honestlv, that the determination 
to keep the peace of tne country would quiet ii 
nervous fears about tbe perpetuity of the UnioE. 
Some gentleman had said tne President bad w 
timated that the perpetuity of the Union had beeo 
endangered. We had never heard much aboci 
the danger where I live, but we took it to br 
true, aa a matter of course, and wiahed to sen 
the Union by stopping agitation. Yet,air, in vio- 
lation of party ntitfa — in Tiolation of hia owb 
declarations and pledges, the President ur^ed itte 
repeal of the Missouri compromise, made it a 
measure of his administration, carried it through, 
and reopened the whole slavery question agair. 

My agitating colleague, witn his New York 
coadiutor, hod attempted to eet up an excitement, 
but they failed. The President nad given bondi 
to keep the peace; they were contained in his io* 
augural, in bis first annual message, and in the 
declarations of his organ. Forgetting all ihli, 
the President essajred something in tbe same lies 
with my colleague, by the repeal of the Missoun 
restriction, antf I ask that history may vindicate 
his success. Sir, he is the niost successful agi- 
tator the country has ever known. I trust tbe 
gentleman from Viiginia will put these leaver— 
veritable pages from the record of time — into liii 
history. They ore necetsary to its full comple- 
tion. 

And now, sir, with a record such as this, hear 
the President in that document which now en- 
gages the attention of the House: 

" Stni, wtaes the aooilBal retfriotion of tbta nature, 
already a dead letier in law, waa in lenaa repealed by tbt 
lost Coniraw, In a claiM or tbe act organizing the T «nl- 
tories or KBOSSS sod Nebraaka, that repeal waa made iht 
occasion oT wide-spread sitd daagetona a^tatioa." , 

Modest and eool that, url *'The repeal was 
made the occasion of wide-spread and dangerous 

agitation." Well, Mr. President, did you not 
denounce agitation in advance of the Kansas biil' 
Did not your organ call upon us to vote against 
the very proposition finally adopted by you, aa4 
which you said would produce all this agitation? 
As men sow so they reap; and this Administra- 
tion having sown the wind, has harvested the 
whirlwind.. And it ill becomes the Executive of 
this nation, in the face of the policy preserred 
by him upon this question, to utter such language 
as the foregoing. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I pass on to the eonstdci^ 
ation of other branches of my subject. I said, 
sir, that differences of opinion existed upon this 
negro question. They are entertained by ibe 
best men of the Union. Differences of this' kind 
alvrays exist in a free government; and all that 
I asK is that every citizen, and every citizen's 
Representative, may think and act for himself^ 
that -he shall be above and beyond dictation, 
whether that dictation is essayed by persons is 
official or unofficial positions. 

Sir, I hear constantly in this debate the general 
allegation that all of those of one party whodider 
with the so-called Democratic, party are Aboli- 
tionists. Kov, suPT^hold in its t>roadest aeoH 
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the right of Congress to govern the Territories. 
I hold that Congress may govern the Territories, 
tinder the Consutution of tae United States, and 
that, governing them as they majr, ilavery may 
be excluded from them; polTgamy may he ex- 
cluded; and that Congress may exercise over the 
Territories all the power that a sovereign State 
exercises within its own limits. And I believe, 
air, that it ia proper to exercise this power to the 
exclusion of slaveryi oat of regara to the true 
interests of the States which are to follow the 
Territories, and. the aound prosperity of the 
country at large. 

Mr. KEITT. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
allow mc to propound a question to him? 

Mr. NICHOLS. I rarely seek the floor upon 
any occasion, and prefer to ^o on without inter- 
ruption. If to hold these views, to believe as I 
do believe, makes me an Abolitionist, then I am 
one. But, siri it becomes a very curious study, 
a nice question for investigation juatat this point, 
to ascertain bow it is that this Iwlief, indorwed as 
it has been, within the past ten years, by the 
State Legislatures of every free State in this 
Union — sanctioned as it has been by the leading 
politicians of all parties at the North — has so 
very mysteriously and suddenly become the very 
essence of Abolitionism. Sir, the assertion is 
I m>t true. It may be possible that some political 
capital may be made by this indiscriminate de- 
nunciation of every man who dares to have an 
opinion outside ofa particular party organization. 
I do not question the Act that the tactics may be 

§ood; I only doubt the trutbftilness and taste 
eveloped by such a course. But I say, sir, the 
cr^ aims at prejudice, not reason, and wins its 
w^, whenever it does win, by deception. 

Now, sir, am 1 crimioalfor this opinion? Why, 
we have good authority fbrthe doctrine — it ought 
to be good, at least credible, with the faitbfut. 
The precedents drawn from the political history 
of the country ar^ strong enougn to sustain us; 
andif the men of the North, who once " shrieked 
for freedom" as lustily as the blackest of the 
Black Republicans, have deserted this principle, 
have repudiated it, it matters little to pie. I hold 
in my hand, sir, extractn from a speech by Sen- 
ator DoooLAS. In speaking of the slavery restric- 
tion, as applied to the Oregon bill in 1846, and for 
which he voted, he remarked: 

" It ia B ■implc, plain provision of law, older tban the 
Governni«Dt itself, and.in my opinion, entirely unncccwary; 
at iho tame lime ttiat it ii free fmm inauperable cotiBtitu- 
tioasl difficulty, wtib the Mnctlon of pcecedenU vnder 
alnuMt every AdniiBiairstioii, to wuiut Itf sdoption." 

Again, he said: 

" Why, air, o«r laws now pnvont s tavern-keeper ftom 
going iuiu MNne of the Tenitorieaofllie Usiled 8tates,and 
tnKinf a bar with him, sad luiaf and lelling apiriti there,. 
The mw alio probibUa ceitiin other deacrlptlMis of biui- 
twM bom being carried on In the Territories. I am not, 
therefore, prepared to aay that, tuider the ConttltotiMi, we 
lure not the power to ^bm lawj excluding negro ilavery 
fh>m the Territorlea. It involvea the larac principle." 

- A little further Democratic authority, Mr. 
Speaker: 

" I agree with tboee who maintain ihal the right to aov- 
em the Tanriiortet Is in Consrssi. "-Ulr. iAmter, of Vir- 
ffMia, on the Or«gM WLJtdn 11, iUS—A^MHa Congru- 
rionat Oloi«,vol. 19, p.8as. 

I haye other authority, sir, fVom another State. 
It does not go beyond the year 1849, and the 
recollection of every person within my hearing 
can reach back that far. The letter speaks for 
_ itself; and after it was written, its author was 
elected to the United Stales Senate by the Democ- 
racy of Indiana; 

IvniASAroUB, Deettnber 9, 1846. 

Your tetter of this dale, in relation to the subject of the 
citenaioo of slaverv Into our newly acquired Territories pf 
New Mexico and California, has been received. 1 have 
time to give but a brief reply — one, however, wtiicta I uu«t 
Will be sufBciently intelligible for your purpose. 

Ai Htated Ri my recent mesnae to the Leglalalure, 
these Territories have come to us tree, by their own laws, 
from the institution of slavery. It it fnctfntrODertiUe that 
»tarwy, (Vrs «r ttietckert, cannot exttt leitkout the «mc(fon 
«/ poiiHet law. I oppoien to the pahiaor OP ANT 

■ fCB Li W, I BBLiaVB TBiLT COHSKBSS CAN COKSTITD- 
TIONALLV PASS SUCH OaSAXIC LAWS rOK THB OOVBKNMBnT 

OF TUB Tbkbitort as will, in tbbir operation, pbb- 
vent tdb TsRRiTOitiAL LEaisLATtiRK prom pabbiso ant 
■ecu LAW. It pollowb that CosakKBS car, in Hv 
'DDaKKNT, PRRvetnr TBB nrraopDcnoir op slai^rrt nrro 
fnoBR Tbrritorirs. 

Iq relation to your second question, I will add that, still 
regarding slavery as I did searly twenty years ago, in a re- 
port I made to tM Leflslanire of ihifl States M a drawback 



upon the prosperity of any country, I would, if a mem- 
ber, use my influence, and vote for the passage by CongresB 
of a law of the kind referred tn; that is to soy, a law 

WHICH WILL OPERATR ErrECTX'ALl.T TO PREVBItT TUB 
HmtODtrCTIOH or SI.AVKkT inTOTHBIETRRRITORIKS. 

I am, very respect/uUy, yourobPitiRni servant, 

JAMES WIIITCOMB. 

Now, sir, the Statff of Indiana is "sound." 
She went for Buchanan and Breckinridge in No- 
yember. Perhaps it may .not he inappropriate 
here, Mr. Speaker, to go back to a time when the 
whole party was unsound, and just as unsound 
as I am now. I introduce the platform of the 
Democratic convention of Indiana, held on the 
8th of January, 1849, on the power of Congress 
over the Territories: 

"Rei^tMi, ThatllwiBstltntionof slaveir ongbt not to 
be fntrodaced Into any Teiritoiy where it doea not now 

exist. , 

" Rtwohtei, That inasmuch as Califbmia antl New Mex- 
ico ore in (bet ftee Territories, It Is the duty of Congress to 
prevent the introduction of slavery within their limits." 

Pennsylvania, too, was "jottnd" this fall. 
Look at her record. The following' resolution 
was adopted in her State Legislature Februarys, 
1847, with but two or three dissenting voices: 

"RetoUti, That our Be&atora and Bepresentativea la 
Congress be requested to vote against any measure what* 
ever, by which territory will arcrua to the Union, unless, 
OA a part of the fundamental law upon wbieh any contract 
or treaty for tbia putpoxe is based, slavery or iavoluniory 
servitude, except for tlie punishment of crime, shall be 
forever protiibited." 

Mr. Speaker, while the gentleman fVom Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Letcher] was reading from the 
speeches of my venerable colleague, to prove, 
first, that in the past he heul been an agitator, 
and that in the present he ia an Abolitionist, he 
ought to have been familiar with the history of 
his party in my own State. Why, sir, when my 
colleague was making those speecoea, from wfaicn 
the gentleman has so copiously quoted, the whole 
Democratic parly of Ohio were agitators. I read 
from a leading Democratic paper of that State, 
Democratic then, as it purports to be now. It 
ia taken from the Clevetana Plaindealer, from a 
number of that paper published in 1848. The 
article is headed: 

" No MORE SLAVE States— That is our doctrine, ever 
baa been, and ever will be. We long to see the day when 
no bondRman, block or white, shall mingle hii groatw with 
our aspirations for univeraol liberty. No more slave Stales 
is a republican mottn, expressive of repubUcsnaenilmeBti, 
as well OS republican policy." 

If 1 understand the position of ray colfcague, it 
is that he would use the power given by the terms 
of the national compact to mitigate the evils of 
slaverv. Not only that, sir, but the gentleman 
from Virginia has very clearly demonstrated that 
my colleague desires nnally to eradicate the evil. 
Tnia is the extent of my colleague 'e Abolitionism. 
Yet we have an indorsement of his sentiment by 
the Democratic party of the State of Ohio. Sir, 
my colleague did not stand alone in the senti- 
ments he then expressed; for, sir, the Democratic 
party of Ohio for years sailed under the follow- 
ing resolution, and only mustered strength enough 
to pull it down on the 6th of January last: 

" Jtssofesd, That the people of Ohio now, sa they olwaya 
have done, look upon the Institation of alsvery in any part 
of the Union as a great evil, and unfkvonible to the fall 
developnioit of ibe sptiit and {wactical benefits of f^ee in>ti< 
tutiosi; and that, entertaining the •entiment, they will 
at all tUoes Ael it to be tiieir duty to use all power clesriy 

gven by the terma of the national compact to prevent Its 
Cieaio— to mitigat; and JinoUy to eradiMte Me csfL" 

The author of that resolution, Mr. Speaker, 
must have had my colleague in his eye — must 

have had an exceedingly warm sympathy for 
the peculiar views of my colleague, when he set 
his wits to work to get it up. This, then, was 
the record which the Democracy of the North 
furnished. This, then, was the inducement held 
out to my honorable colleague to agitate. And 
yet it is now urged that it was a sin and crime 
for him to "shriek for freedom" in that day, 
though the whole North did the. same thing. 

Mr. McMULLlN. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. ■ 

Mr. NICHOLS. Having declined to yield to 
the gentleman from South Carolina, the gentle- 
man will see that I cannot consistently yield to 
him. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then it is understood the 
gentleman declines to answer any questions t 



Mr. NICHOLS. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man my time. 

Mr, McMULLIN. Then I hope I shall have 
an opportunity to answerthe gentleman at another 
lime. 

Mr. NICHOLS. That's all right, and I pre- 
sume the gentleman can get the floor for that pur- 
pose if he desires it. 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to the consideration 
of another question. It is a subject much dis- 
cussed here just now. I wish to know what rule 
of national conduct ia to be adopted in regard lo 
this negro question hereafter > Not that it makes 
any difference to mc individually, because no rule 
of national conduct inconsistent with my own 
ideas on the sul^ect will eovern my action as a 
member of this House. But, sir, it is certainly 
not impertinent to ask where gentleman stand 
on this question. How iu it to be irrated and 
discussed in the various localities of- tbia great 
country? I say here, that a very large majariry 
of the people of my own State — I believe, sir, a 
majority nf the people composing all parties there 
— are opposed lo the extension of slavery; op- 
posed to the Kansas and Nebraskn bill; and fur- 
ther, that they believe that Congress posnesHes 
the power to govern the Territories. And I eay 
further, sir, that in the contest which has just 
closed, so necessary was it to conciliate that pub- 
lic sentiment, that prominent men in the oftriy — 
and 1 believe such to have been almost univ^saliy 
the case — eclipsed the friends of Fremont in their 
denunciations of slavery, and in their pledges of 
hostility to its extension. 
" I listened the other day with great pleasure to 
a discussion between two ^ntlcmen upon this 
side of the Hall, [Messrs. Marshall and Orr.] 
Neither of them entertainR the sentiments I hold. 
Neither of them is from the North. They dif- 
fered as to the action of the parties in the late 
contest, and much doubt seemed to hang over the 
action of the one which had won the contest. 

I understand from the dlBcuasioits here — from 
the constructions daily put upon the Democratic 
platform, that the national position of the Demo- 
cratic party is, that under (he Constitution of Uio 
United •SHfif, the people of a Territory proper, 
through ^mr Territorial Le^islaiure, can neither 
legislate for or against the establishment of sla- 
very; but that, pending their territorial condition, 
a citizen of Qeoi^ia, whose property in his slave 
is esiablished, as I contend, by State laws, and 
secured to him by the act of a locality, and not 
of the nation, has the same right to take his 
slave property into the Territory that the citizen 
of the free State has to take his horse or his ox 
there; and having him there, that without a local 
law establishing slavery, he may maintain his 
ri^ht to his slave in the Territory, under and by 
virtue of the provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Such, sir, I understand to be the national posi- 
tion of the Demoeratie party, I have no desire 
to misstate its position, sir; but this 1 ^ther 
from the discussion going on here daily. True, 
the leaders of the party. North and South, say 
that Congress shall not interfere with slavery in 
the Territories. Here is the ground they hold in 
common; but, sir, it is equally true that, as a con- 
sequence of non-intervention, the party North 
pretend to maintain doctrinei and to draw con- 
clusiops which are repudiated here. Squatter 
sovereignly is the northern doctrine; squatter 
sovereignty is the doctrine preached to northern 
audiences and northern constituencies. I say 
that this was the whole doctrine nf the party 
North in the past canvass. The right of the peo- 
ple of aTerriiory, through their territorial repre- 
sentatives, to exdudt slavery, was the point 
mainly dwelt upon. 

There is a discrepancy here which ougiht to be 
reconciled — which ought to be explained. It is 
not enough for me, sir, that geiitlemen sny " dif- 
ferences exist in the paity"on this subject, when 
I find these differences are sectional— when the 
entire North preaches "squatter sovereignty,", 
and when the party repudiates the doctrine on 
this floor. The " national" position of the party 
ought to be understood; and when it ia under- 
stood, let gentlemen stand up, and not blink the 
position. Sir, I want fairness here-, and want the 
naked vme 
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luvrauinents of bogus conBtructiont—witbovt the 

specious pretenses with which northern speeches 
vers garnished during the last campsign. 

t am somewhat familiar with the last canvass 
in some parts of the North. I think I know how 
our Democratic friends got along with it. I 
hewd 00 north^ Democratic stumper in the 
last canvass who did not expound the doctrine 
of squatter sovereignty as the faith of his party 
and of Mr. Buchanan. I met this doctrine every- 
where upon the slump — everywhere; and, sir, 1 
could not coax out of these gentlemen a discus- 
■ion of any other doctrine. When I said tliat 
tkere was no faith, no truth in all this, as I be- 
lieved there was none — when I said that if these 
tasertions were true, then that Mr. Buchanan 
was opposed to the platform — to the national 
•Ititude of his party, then, sir, the northern 
Pemocrats denounced me for the assertion, and 
i^id ih^ party everywhere went for squatter sov- 
ereignty. Inis is not all. Not only did these 
genuemen preach squatter sovereignty, but ihey 
nid it meant free-soil; they said it would secure 
freedom everywhere; they said that, to adopt 
Ulis faith, to give it practical force, was to pluck 
up slavery by iht; roots and lo hem it in on itself 
forever. This was the position of the Buchanan 
MWiidate in my district, and this construction of 
the plalfonn I have no doubt was used wherever 
locojitv demanded it. 

I hflre some campaign docpments which are 
curious illustrations of the campaign. I under- 
stand the production of Free-Soil Buchanan 
papers to have been challenged here the other 
day. Sir, I can produce some; and first 1 cite 
the Catskill Democrat and Recorder of New 
York, published two weeks before the presiden- 
tial election. I find in that paper a call for a 
series of meetings of the friends of Buchanan 
and Breckinridge, and all who are *' opposed to 
•lare territory" are invited to auend. The call 
is beaded, "No more Slave Territory." That 
will'do for a paper which carried at its mast-head, 
during the canvass, the names of Buchanan and 
Breckinridge. And the orator set down to fill 
the bill was no leas a person than one T. R. 
"Wesibrook, a member of the Thirty-Third Con- 

frbsB, B supporter of the NcbraaK&4^1, and a 
Buchanan man. So here was a poruon of the 
Democracy sailing under the flng of '* Buchanan 
Brt-'ckinridge, and no more slave territory." 

Sir, a colleague of mine hands to me a hand- 
bill published in Fennaylvaniaduringthe canvass. 
I think profert ought to be made of it here. I 
find, sir, in the bill an allusion to the north tier — 
and that, sir, smacks of Free-Soilism. Well, 
when Free-Soil elements are approached, Free- 
Soil sentiments must be resorted to. "Any port 
in a storm," you know, Mr. Speaker; and behold 
tlie two last hnce of this bill; " Bvehiman, Brtek- 
inridge, and FasE KANaAi !*' Why, an honor- 
able Senator from Pennsylvania was one of those 
who were to dispense the baked meats. at this 
funeral festival over Democratic nationality. But, 
■ir, here is the bill: 
" The Union must and sball bs preKrved— -Jacibon. 
" A Demociailc inaM mettinK will be held at Cmidcn- 
psrt. Pa., on Tusidor, Btpumber K, aftatnoon and 
■Tflning. 

"Tbe fbUowhig pertoiu are to addrcM the meeting: 
Gov. WtLLiASi BioLBR, or P». ; Gen. Wijliajii F. Packer, 
Df Pa. ; W. V. McKean, &q. ; Col. 6. 6t Haltiuwav, nf 
N. Y. ; EiuvoM C. aw«r, ofN. Y., and Col. C. L. Waid, 

«rpa. 

" Let ttiil be a grand tall)' of 'the north tier' In rarer of 
Suchmun, Brtekinrldge, and Frtt Kaniai .'" 

Mr. Speaker, I trust that no eentlemAn thinks 
that I -object to all this; that rshall oppose to 
the efforts of these gentlemeo any factious op- 
position. Ko, air; no ! L/tt them free Kansas. 
Before God, that is mybighest wish — the one sole 
object of my present poutieal action. I will do 
no act to embarrass the incoming Administration; 
on the contrary, in ili every ^ort to makt Kansas 
fift, it shall find me with it. 

Sir, 1 see by a dispatch from the Southern 
Convention, a few daytf ago, that Albert Pike, 
the poci-politician of Arkansas, condemned the 
reopening of the slave trade. He said that he 
desired to live to see the day when freedom abould 
prevail universally. I honor the man, and 1 re- 
echo the BentimeDt. I deaire to see freedom pre- 
vail univerwUy — to aee freedom everywhere) 

But^Mr. Spenksr, I will jmm» Uie iupectiqp 



of the record. I wiH cite an extract read here ' 
the other day by a gentleman from Pennsylvania. | 
It ia an extract from the Montrose Democrat: i 

** Not three moalhs ago, Mr. Osow voted to plant vlaverr ! 
in free territory. T%e Democracy repudiate him for Uit ', 
ad. Willi all u^a violeot denunciuiona of slavery, he has 
voted to extend and strengtlien it. We defy liim to point 
to ibe Democrat guiily of *o in<Kn and tcurritovt m ait." 

This paper carries at (he head of its editorial col- 
umns the names of Buchanan and Breckinridge. 

When I went home, sir, to canvass my district 
for reitlection — a canvass I sought to avoid, and ' 
which was ui^d upon me unsolieiled — everr 
Buchanan paper assailed me upon my record. 
Tb*y;said my ofioial action in tbia body bad been 
prostitated to the exteneion of riavery. Every 
Buehaoao paper had at the head of its editorial 
columns tbe same stereotyped phrases. Gentle- 
men here pbject to the denunciations of slavery. 
They are tender of all discussion upon the sub- [ 
ject. They sky discussion tends to weaken the 1 
institution, 1 do not do it; I will not do it. The j 
right to hold slaves — the legal right Ijing at the ; 
foundation of slavery in the States m which it ; 
exists — the negro as an institution, I never have, ' 
and shall not now discuss. But,Bir,Ietme call the 
attention of the " national" men* the " sound" 
men, to some of the denuneintiona contained in 
Democratic papers, and of which 1 was the special 
object. 

I quote now from the leading Democratic paper 
in my diatriot— the Celina Standard, hearing date 
Septamber 95, 1856. It carries at iu editorial 
head the names of Buchanan and Breckinridge. 
The extracu I give are from the first column of 
the paper. Hear them: 

" Ntcbola'g vot«-~Keep it befbre the people ! that Uat- 
tbliu U. NicbolB did vote tocxUntf *l«vtry — kdkah si.avut 
—over U)e Territory of KaoEa*. And runfaet, tbathe nin 
voTS to linve the infahoi;! Aigllive slave law ejctendeid 
over the Terriioriea of Nebraska and Kansas.** 

Mr Speaker, these were the stereotyped phrases 
of this paper, paraded in its columns, in starine 
capitals, during the whole canvass. I commend 
the extracts to the ** National" men here, who 
deny that such sentiments are Democratic. Let 
me commend snotbcr short extract from the 
same paper to my friend ftvm Virginia, [Mr. 
LsTCBER.] I quote from the same paper of date 
October 9, 1856: 

" Let no vorer fbrret that Matthias H. Nichols, when in 
Congress, voied Sfamst a grant of iknd for the CincinnaU 
and Mackinaw raiiroad, which passes through Mercer 
county." 

That was a county in my district, sir; and I 
eonmend this apecimen of Democracy to my 
friend from Virginia. 

I might go on, sir. I might quote like articles 
from every Democratic or Buchanan paper in my 
district, of like character. It is not necessary. 
They are pefieia of no conaei^uencet hAve no in- 
fluence, and instead of quoting their artides, I 
will merely give the names of papers in my dis- 
trict which pursued the same course. The riqua 
Enquirer, the Darke County Democrat, the 
Shelby Democrat, tlia Allen County Etemocrat, 
and the Auglaize Republican. And I say that I 
saw-no Budtanan paper in my Stale, during the 
lost canvass, that did aotpunue the same course. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, a mass meeting was held 
in my district — a mass meeting of "national" 
men, on the old St. Mary's treaty-ground. The 
grand sachems of tbe party were there. R. P. 
Kanney, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Ohio; 
Colonel W. Sawyer, a former member of this 
body, and a recent appointee to a land office in 
Minnesota; Dr. G. V. Dorsey, my opponent, 
with several lesser lights, were the speakers. I 
hold in my hands the copy of a circular sutteied 
broadcast at that meeting. The body of it con- 
tains a . scurrilous attack upon me, in which this ; 
House is not interested. But, sir, I cell attention ! 
to the heading of the circular. . What is ili Here 
is the first line, prominent, terse, expressive: 

" No affinity exists between Democracy and slavei;." 

And again, quoting from the same circular: 

" The only distinction God ever made aoMugst men ii 

ahown by uleiitii and virtue." 

Bad grammar, Mr. Speaker, but still expres- 
sive, and I challenge the record of my colleague 
to fvrniah a Ntronger abotition fentiment. The 
nntbor of Utat circular, Mr.' Speaker, wna jAtcM 
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to the LegislsLture of Ohio this fall, a« « Buchanan 
man, from the county of Auglaize. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, it wtis my good foitung 
to occupy the same stand with my oppoQ.'Lt 
during tne recent canvassi of course, be was tbt 
exponent of " national" Democratic doctrine fat 
my district. And, sir, the unkindest cut of alt 
; I received from him. He assailed me for mj 
pro-slavery proclivities. He said I had voted 19 
extend the "infamou8"fugilive slave law ota 
Kansas; and when I asked him, *' Would jyi 
vote to sustain the fugitive slave law.'" be sail 
he would not; that he would not vote to susiuo 
I '* such a fugitive slave law." I commend th« 
national men of my own State to the national 
men here. True, they are a curious mixture, but 
1 cannot help that. 

Sir, I have about accomplished the objectfor 
which I arose. My task is ended. X have sus- 
pUed some leaves in tbe political hiatory of u> 
country, omitted in the message of the Presidert, 
and which are necessary to the history of tin 
gentleman from Virginia. If I have done more; 
if I have developed the fact, that the people of 
the North have sustained the party upon doc- 
trines which ore not national, tlie fault is 
those who have misled them — not with me. 

But, Mr. Speaker, after the battle ia over, after 
the dead are gathered together, after tbe wounded 
are counted, after the smoke has cleared awaj, 
and nothing remains but for the dominant panf 
to enjoy the fruits of victory, the message of tbe 
President^ kicking as it does at the fallen, addi 
insult to injury. When 1 have shown that tte 
Democracy of^tbe North, in the past 'canvsu, 
have vied with me in Free-Sotliam, I regard tlui 
message as unkind on the part of Uie "Exeauin 
to many of his parly friends. 

Mr. Speaker, this message speaks of dangn 
which threaten this Union — of parties pursuiu 
objecta wliich must aubvert tbis Government, i 
know of none such. I know of no men witb 
whom I have ever acted politically, whose devo- 
tion to the Union docs not equal that of the Prn- 
ident. And, sir, I never heeded this threat fA 
diRSolution. True, I heard it upon tbe siDmp \ 
this fan, but I recollected that I iiad heard it ofiec 
before. I have seen this Union saved before— 
four or five times — in caucuses of distinguished 
politicians, hut almityt ajler dinner, Mr. Speaker; 
and it is always saved by the result of a pren- 
dcntial election, no matter how the election got*. 
I heard it aaid, during the last canvaaa, t^t if 
Mr. Frfmont were elected, tbe Government «n 
at an end — that aparticular section of this Unioa 
would not submit to it. I respected my cosd- 
trymen too much to heed any each declaralioa. 
Though there may be differences of opinion 
amongst our countrymen— though parties may 
be as wide as the poles asunder— so long as tlx 
people preserve their intelltgenoe, there never ess 
be a pretext for a dissolution of the Union. I 
said at home, sir — I say here, that all such feait 
exist ontv in the heated brainsof politicians; they 
have no lodgmeDt in the hearts of the Amsrieaa 
people. 

But, sir, what a pretext was this of the Oppo- 
sition ! Whata declaration to make to the Amer- 
ican people! If the Republican parry had been 

filaced in power by the free and voluntary Huf- 
rages of the people, under the Conetitutios, 
which gave them the right to vote for whom they 
pleased, the Government was to have been sub- 
verted, and a wreck was to have been made of all 
our institutions ! Why, what sort of American- 
ism was ihia? What species of patriotism w«i 
it? What Rort of Democracy was it? Wbes 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill was pasaed. aa mnck 
as it violated pledged failb, and trampled do« 
jnatice and right, we sought ajpeaceftil remedy 
at the bellot-box. I woiild to God^lr, ihat ve 
had found itthere: wedidnotfind it. Yet, wh«a 
we sought redreasai the bnllot-box, the northern 
auxiliaries of this Administration said that, if we 
were successful, tlie rule prescribed by us would 
not be submiued to by them. 

I say, sir, out upon such sentiments ! — out upon 
all such doctrines! Is not the popular will 10 
govern ? I condemn it — I dislike it. I dejioaoee 
it here, and wherever it finda an advocate; and 
I aay to the President and to hta coadjutora,thai 
•n thja (alk aJwutirdmpluU^^ the Uiuoo— 
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this nsaault upon the people of a particular sec> 
tion of the Union, amounts to iioihing. There 
ia virtue in the people, I crcre not how politiciana 
conspire against the public peace. ' The Unioh 
is safe, but the policy of the past, I ardently 
hope, IB notio be the policy of the future. I 
trust that the Taith of our faihen— the principles 
of freedom— the early construction of the Con- 
llitution, will prevail hereafier. And tliey will 
prevail! Not to-day, Mr.. Speaker! And our 
' object may long be iwlayed; but the Conatitutioa 
jB a *' measure of ultimate fireedonii" and in the 
end will be vindicated. 



THE PRBSIDENT<S MESSAGE. 

SPEECH OF HON. J. COLLAMER, 

OF VERMONT, 
Is THE Sbnate, December 9, 1856. 
The Senate having under consideration the 
following order, submitted by Mr. FiTxrAraics 
on the Sd instaDt: 

Orierei, ThatthemesM^iuidBccompanyliigdocqments 
be printed, and that fifteen Hioiuaod Mditional copies be 
primed I'orthe lue of Uie Senate — 

Mr. COLLAMER said: Mi;. President, in en- 
tering upon my duties as a member of this body, I 
entertained the notion tliat legitimate discussion 
should be confined (o qoeslions — especially quea- 
Uons ofimportance— which were pending before 
the Senate. But, sir, I was early disappointed 
in this view. I soon ascertained that Senators 
with a lai^e measure of age and experience and 
learning, considered that there were other, and 
perhaps more important duties, than those lying 
within the scope of legitimate discussion; and 

Karticularly one was, to prepare the public mind, 
ly ow7» opinion was, that the public mind should 
prepare itself,and should not receive its direction 
from the debates and action of either the Senate 
or House of Representatives in Congress assem- 
bled. Those bodies should rather be the echo 
t]}an the formation ofpublicsentitnent. Itseemed 
to me that it was tratisforintng this bsdy from a 
deliberative assembly to an arena of political 
party debate. 

But my views, ilappears, are mistaken entirely. 
Experience has shown the fact to be entirely dif- 
ferent. That experience has Jieen sustained 
by the axample or men of the first position in the 
country, and it is now too late to question its 
propriety. Therefore, even as to* subjects that 
«re iPeitigiBtely berore ub, and are proper topics 
bf debate, discussion takes a very latitudinous 
range. Much the lar^st part of what is said 
lierc is not said for the purpose of producing an 
impression on the body who are supposed to be 
itii auditors; but it is said, as the vulgar and 
common expression is, for Buncombe. 1 suppose 
it is now too late for this ever to be corrected. It 
must go on. Inasmuch as it does go on,aU men 
of all parties must, more or less, participate in it. 
It is idle for a man (o undertake to elcvale himself 
to a position of affected dignity, from which he 
will not condescend to mtngle in these topics. 
His constituents have been taught (b expect other 
things of himj and tbey have been so taught by 
men of such high position that their expectaiions 
cannot be disappointed by their representative. 

I make these remarks, sir, because some gen- 
tlemen huve suggested that there is ronlly no im- 

Eoriant question before us. I think there is not; 
ut there is a tvbjtct before us that I consider of 
d«ep importance; and inasmuch as discussion has 
bcrn commenced upon it, I presume it must eo on. 

This message of the President of the United 
States, csjieciMly all that part of it which relates 
to the subject we 'have been talking about — the 
rc»uIntion ofslavery in the Territories of the Uni- 
t<:<d States — its style and manner, the occasion 
and the time when it has been presented to us, 
have made the impression upon my mind that, 
however exceptionable it might be in my humble 
judgment , ana however in bad taste, that was not 
t point for us to settle — " de putxbya non, est dispvt- 
'andum;** but I regarded it rather astbcvbulli- 
:ioii of a.T) impotent sort of rtige on the part of a 
liaappointed, afflbitioua man, worthy of no par- 
icuier notice. 1 believe that scarcely a man, 
»erhaps not one, can now be fonild io this body, 
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who would have ever desired that any such 
matter should be there; but it ia there. Itcomes 
ex calhedra. It comes indorsed by the authority 
of the highest executive officer of this Govern- 
ment. It IS sent to the world with timt indorse- 
ment, backed by that authority. I do not there- 
fore woitder that it should bs thought worthy of 
some answer. 

Now, sir, what are the leading features of this 
part of the message ? The J'reeident seems to 
nave leversed the order in which the Constitu- 
tion puts the schedule of his duties. It provides 
that the President " shall, from time to time, give 
to the Congress infonnatioa of the state of the 
Union, and recommend to their consideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedi- 
ent." What does this mean? It is, that he shall 
lay before Congress the condition of, the coun- 
try, with a view to showing them the necessity 
of the measures he recommends; but he reverses 
that order entirely in this message. He says it 
is his duty to recommend such measures as he 
thinks proper; and also his duty to lay before 
Congress the condition of the country; the stale 
of the nation; whether that condition requires 
any action or not, or whether he recommends 
any action or not. That is a new version — a 
new order of things. The leading features of this 
part of the message which I regard as worthy of 
any consideration at ail, consist of some extracts 
which I shall read. Spewing of the recent pres- 
idential canvass in the country, he says: 
" Under lbs shelier of this great Ubenjr,"— 
That is, the liberty of advancing their own 
opinions — 

" and proEected by ilw laws and muM of the (Joverament 
thMy anaail, asKociationa liave been Ibnnedln aOmeof itae 
Statu of tndivlduala who, prttt»A*g to aeek only Io pre- 
vent ibe apiead oT the isailuition of alaverjr into the preaMt 
or tatan luehoaie States of ibe URforr, are reaUji tnflamed 
Willi a detirc to change the domestic uinitutioni of esial- 
Ing Btatea." 

This is a direct charge of false pretenses. 
" Ther aeek aa otjject wtalcta tbvf well k^w fo be a 
revolutionary one." 

Again: 

" Well knowing that such, and aueti only, nre the nieana 
and tbe conaequence^ of their plana' and purpoiea, they 
endeavor to prepare tlie people of tb« United States (br 
civil war by doing everytUng (n their power to deprive 
Uio Cottsiittttion and tbe lawa of moral authority." 

Again: 

" This sttenpt has been pointedly rebuked." 
What attempt f 

<■ Tbe attempt Of a pnrticai ef tbe Staiea, by a aaetional 

organiuiioD and naveniest, It viwrp the control of tbe 
Gfivemtiient." 

I wish to call attention to another expression 
which is not particularly offensive in its manner, 
but in reference to the subject-matlar contained: 

" Revolution ofy disorder ia Kaaaaa tiod ita origia ia 
projects of Intervention, delfberauly arraond iiy .certain 
members vt that Coniresa which enacted the lav ibr the 
OMBiiisatlon tif the Territory. And when propagandiat 
eolonlntlon of Kaoaaa bad ihua been undertaken la pne 
aectlnn of the iJnion, far the syatttmaiic proraotinn of its 
peculiar view* of policy, there ensued, aiomatter of couiae, 
a counteraction with opposite views in other aectione." 

There is one other feature which is too obvious 
to require quotation, and that is a charge that a 
regular course of aggression upon the rights and 
privileges of the southern part of the United 
States nus been undertaken and prosecuted. 

Such are some of the slight charges which this 
message contains. They are couched in no un- 
equivocal terms; there caA be no mistake about 
them. Shall gentlemen tellus that it is in bad taste 
now for us to presume to say ainything about 
this subject here } Did we begin it even upon this 
occasion ,' The course of genlTcmeh on this matter 
really reminds me of « good anecdote that I rec- 
ollect used to be told by the late Judge McEin- 
ley. When some lynching operation was going 
on in one of our southern States, there happened 
to be a stranger present, who protested against 
that kind of violence. He was taken aside by 
one of the gentlemen present, who said to him: 
" S[ranger,this is a free country, and we shall do 
as we please about this biiainess, and you shall 
not Bay anylhing about it," tf'^tighter.] That 
is their definition of liberty. The President may 
say and do precisely what he pleases about this 
business, and we shall not ssyenything about it. 
I think we are called upon rigbtly and ikirly to 
•ay some^ing. 



The PresidenttaJks a great deal about what hs 
considerssettledJiy this election,and the rebukes 
which it has dealt qui. I do not know whai has 
been settled by thiselectton, except one thins,and 
that is what was said by the gentleman from Funn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Bicleb,] that Mr. Buchanan has 
been elected President; and I believe that is all that 
has been settled by tbe election. If anything else 
is settled, it should be settled by majorities; and 
I cannot but otiserve that^ntlenwaon the other 
side, in (alkingaboutmajorities, always put down, 
as against the Republican party, or their candi- 
date, Mr. Fremont, the whole number of votes 
cast for Mr. Buchanan , and the whole number of 
votes cast for Mr. Fillmore. Tbey add them 
together, and then tell us how we are rebuked. 
Thus the majority against Mr. Fremont was 
composed of the voles cost for Mr. Buchanan aiul 
Mr. PiUmore united; but the m^ority uainst 
Mr^ Buchanan was not the vote ofMr. Fillmora 
aniTMr. Fremont united. That is another thing. 
You must have it arranged arithmeticany,like the 
old notion of the boys when at copper-play — 
heads I win, tails you lose. [Laughter.] 

What was the leading feature of the vote cast 
for Mr Fillmore? What principle did Mr. Pill- 
more Hold ? I do not know whether his party 
had a very full platform of resolutions; but I 
ask what did Mr. Fillmore hold on this great 
topic of which we are speaking ? What a^ we 
talking about? The repeal of the Missouri 
compromise and the enactment of the Kansas- 
Nebraska law, and the prindples involved in 
that measure, What did Mr. Fillmore say of 
that, publicly and openly to the world i That 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise line was 
the Pandora's box of all otjr troubles. I take 
it that those who voted for him thought so. 
Then, on this very point upon which we are now 
talking, and whicli genllemen say was an issue 
in the election, the votes for Mr, Fillmore and 
for Mr, FrSmont should be counted t<tfether; and 
tbey, put together, decide against the doctrines of 
the Cincinnati platform, and of course against 
Mr. Buchanan who sustained it. It leaves the 
vote for Mr. Buchanan .more than three hun- 
dred thous^d in a minority. Is that rebuking 
the Republicans, or. approving the doctrines ana 
platform of the Democrats ? Certainly not at all. 

There is another feature of this message to 
which I wish to call attention b^re entering upon 
it at large. The President says, in substance, 
thai whatever degree of success the Republican 
parly did attain to any considerable extent, must 
oe attributed to the exercise of deception-^the 
use of false pretenses. What were the false pre- 
tenses i The principle they presented to the world 
was, that the General Government possessed the 
power of sovereignty over the Territories, and 
ought to exclude uie insUtution ofslavery there- 
ftvom. He says that was a jrrettHst, and the real 

gurpose was to intermeddle with slavery in the 
tales. What is the legal notion of falsepretensesf 
It ia that men attempt to do a thing by some 
professed design, and unless you can expose their' 
covert design, they will succeed in their object; 
and the only way to prevent them is to expose 
tlieir covert purposes. Apply that principle to 
this case. The President as much as says that 
the doctrine which they hold— the exclusion of 
slavery from the Territories of die Union — is a 
doctrine in which they will sacceed, unless ha 
can make it appear that it is a covert demgn — a 
trick, a pretense. He admits that on that prin- 
ciple they will succeed. We are told fairly, 
iVankly, honorably, by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Ma*ok,] that the candidate, whoever 
ne was, whether a man of straw ot not, was en- 
tirely immaterial. The question is, what is the 
principle involved? That Senator told us that 
whenever the principle which F have stated shall 
be adopted by the majority and asserted, then 
wilt come a time for separation. The President 
tells us that unless he can make out that thai is 
not the design which they have in view, they will 
succeed in tt. Is not this a precious confession^ 
It is an obvious and logicd one» tbotigh probably 
not intended. 

But, sir, the probable ultimate success of that 
principle is hot aimplr to rest upon this' oblique 
conftssion of the Prjgident. It rstts on spms 
more important basis than 
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Whenever we tee a set or a psrtv of men come 
fttrvard with new doctrines, the aavanccmcnt of 
new principles, for the eummencemcnt of a new 
Kt of measures, we arc apt to think, and we 
suppose we have good ernunds for the jiresump- 
tion, tliat they are made for the occasion; and 
they are entitled to very liliie consideration, fVom 
tile fact that they are got up simply for the time 
being. If that were the character of the prin- 
oples advocated and sustained by the Republican 
piu-ty— if tbey are the mere creatures of the day, 
they Aould be very likely to be of ephemernl 
CXiatence. If they are mere novelties, if ih^ 1>c 
the creatures of the hour, the figments of the 
brain at the moment, tlien, indeed, it mieht be 
aappoaed that they had some other, and oblique, 
and covert purpose in view, and they will not be 
likely to be sustained. Though the Republican 
party ia a party which may ue a new one, tlic 
principles which it sustains, the doctrines on 
which it ia based, the purposes which it announces, 
may be very ancient. What I insist upon is, 
that these princlplca, these purposes, and these 
objects, are as oM as, and oMer, than the history 
of this Government; and further, that they have 
been sustained atevery stage of this Qovernment, 
until within a very recent period. They arc doc- 
trine! which entered into the very frame-work 
of ourOovonimeRt. They were not only brought 
fbrva'rd and supported by the slaveholaing^ com- 
munity itself, but they have been recnacted and 
ret^slabiished and reaffirmed at every stage of our 
history, from the commencement of this Govern- 
ment for more than half a century. The prog- 
ress of this country, under these princiiites, untd 
within a very recent occasion, and the prosperity 
which has attended it, fully to alUrm the 
soundness of ihose principles, f shall contend 
further, that these principles, which are now re- 
affirmed and declared by the Republican party, 
have been trenched upon only within a ihort 
time pttsi, by the action of the southern peopio 
fnr iocal purposps, entering upon a svsiera of 
measures that have now called out and aenmnded 
the formation of ihis Republican party, for the 
.purpose of rcdeclarinf -and fblly sustaining the 
principles of their fathers. * 

Sir, when the settlement of this country com- 
menced, the history of the human race in all its 
civil and social relations commenced a new era of 

firngress; it began from a new starting point. The 
nsututionsofgovernmcDt in alt the forms in which 
they had existed in the European world, were in- 
tended and'expcetcd to be sloughed off. The idoa 
was that here there should be eatablisbed a system 
of equal laws and of happy men. They com- 
menced the settlement of this land with the great 
idea of a popular system of government — a B^atem 
^of government wbicli implted democracy, if you 
'pleaae— a ayatrm of government which implied 
the elevation of every man in the community to 
•.ccupy an equal position, and (o exercise an 
equal power in the regulation of ita concerns. It 
has been aaid by some (hat their idea was the 
estabJishmenl or a State without a king, and a 
church without a bishop. Yes, sir; but it was 
equally clear in their ipinds that they were to be 
not only clear of tyrants and of kings, but they 
were also to discard the whole idea of nobility. 
There was to be no h)eiarcb)r and no oligarchy. 
All that relationship with which the world in ita 
progreaa had been embonwaed for centuries— 
nnder whatever name, whether patrician and ple- 
beian, whether patron and client, whether land- 
lord and tenant, whether lord and vassal, whether 
master and slave — should cease in this country. 

This great idea look form first upon that Irtile 
piece of paper not bl^er than a man's hand, 
which was written in the cabin of the Mayflower. 
That contained a great seminal principle; and 
when they entered upon their colonial course, so 
far as lay within the circuit of their power they 
exerted ihemaelve* to realize that idea. Their 
first impression was: every man shall own the 
hind he cultivates, and every man shall himself 
cuUivaie the land he owns. They established at 
once the idea of fee-simple — yes, of allodial tille. 
They airuck off all the notions of primogeniture, 
and they went on in their progress in this way 
•o long as th^ continued in their colonial coo* 
ditioD. Wbsn at last, in the ordering of DiviiM 
Provideacs, ths tips arrired when ihsy wen 



compelled to assert their independence against 
the Qovernment of England, what did they any ? 
We have acquired that position; we havs passed 
into that strenfrth of manhood by which we are 
enabled to say, " You have no right to make 
laws for us without our being represented, you 
have no right to tax ua without our consent." 
The right of Government liea in the people of 
this country. It was for the nsseriion of this 
great principle that ihe dcclaratinn was made. 
These same principles were embodied more fVilly 
and more largely, and in all thi-ir lalitudt^, in the 
Dcrlaraiion of Indopendencc. When the criHia 
arrived, our fathers of Nnw England found them- 
selves not standing alone in relation to these 
principles. They looked down a little scihth of 
them, anti there were the people from the Re- 
public of Holland ripe and rt^ady for sustaining 
the same principles. A little further on tlioy 
found all the free, equal principles of thr- Q.uakerB 
who established themselves under Penn. Alitile 
further on, tln'y looked at the lil>eral provisions 
which were found in the colony esiablishod by 
the English Catholics under Lonl Baltimore. 
Virginia, with all her high notions of chivalry 
then entertained, if not to the same extent, but, 
I believe, with aa good foundation as now, was 
ready for the same thing. The institution of 
slavery had been pressed upon thorn by another 
country. It constituted one of their grounds of 
complaint against the mother country. Society 
had not formed itself with any reference to de- 
pendence upon that institution and condition of 
things at that time. 

Passing further south, they came to North 
Carolina, where the Presbyterians of Meclclen- 
burg had put forth the first dcclaratinn of inif^' 

{bndeiice, in anticipation ofthatof the 4:h of July, 
776. The free, liberal notions of the Huguenots 
were dMply implanted in the feelings of the peo- 
ple of South Carolina. All these colonies rose 
up in -a body of men ripe and ready to sustain 
the people of New England in all those great 
principles and theories of civil government. 
They embodied Ihem in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence-. Thcv together hazarded their lives 
upon the high places of the battle-field, in com- 
mon to assert them; and they succeeded. When 
wc caniG to the formation of our Constitution 
of government, we arc told that the j)eop1e of 
the then Suites, recently colonics, were slave- 
holder. Yi'M, 8ir,sa ihey were. 1 believe Mas- 
saehuastls had adopted her eonstitutioa, which 
the court afterwords said, in ita bill of rights, 
abolished slavery; but nt thox time they were 
hardly conscious of it. We may say that all of 
them, or all except Massachusetts, if you please, 
were slaveholders. What if they were ? So 
much the. better for my ai^ umeni. I want to 
know what they who actually held staves, one 
and all) did upon that occasion? What they 
did then, I take it, was not a war aimed at the 
South. It was not a narrow, mean prejudice 
against the local inslitvliouB of some particular 
Siste. They acted in common together. What 
did they do in forming the Consiiiuiion of the 
United Stales? And, after forming ii, in exercising 
the powers which they created under it.' They 
held slaves; they understood the evils of slavery. 
They understood what the system was. They 
were recently out of the gnat stru^le for inde- 
pendence, and they then said, one and all, this 
institution is of that kind; it is so inconsistent 
with those great principles which we have de- 
clared to the world , and for which we have fought 
and bled; it is so illy adapted .lo the prosperity 
of the nation at large ; it is ^o at war with tlie first 

firinciples of lilHirty within us, that we here de- 
iberately say it shall not go into those parts of 
the Union which urc beyond the jurisdiction of 
any particular States, and within the jurisdiction 
of the General Government. 

I am aware that tlie ordinanee of 1787 was 
adopted before the present Oovemment came into 
operation; but, after the adoption of the Consti- 
tution, it was imnicdiately retinacted, and estab- 
lished in perpetuity by an act of the First Con- 

Sess. The title by which the United States held' 
e territory beyond the Ohio, now making the 
five States on tliat side of the river, was of the 
same tenure precisely as that by which they 
acquired LouiaUna trom France, Both rest on 



I the same footing. Every essential provision was 

I I the same in the two gfania; the one from Vir- 
' ' ginia, and the other from France. I shall, there- 
I' fore, in all I have to say of them, treat the con- 
' I durt of the United States, in relation to these 
1 1 different Territories which they possessed, aa 

br>in^ precisely (he same, resting on the same 

I principles, ond identical in character. 
What has been the effect? I shall hereafter 

i; show more fully, and at lar?e, why the power of 
1' prohibiting slavery in the Territorina has been 
>| exercised, and repeated and conlinued by aii 
■ unbroken succession of octs from that time up to 
[ a very n-cent period — within the last ten years. 

Congress enacted them because the instiiutton of 
'! slavery was one which they consideri'd should 
.j ccsse; for, if it continued, it would produce a 
i' social and 'political condition of society incom- 

K.iible with the great principles they had adopted, 
ow, what has been the progress of events? 
ii What has been the result and the fruit of that 
I, coursfe? After the first Congress had declared 
the Territories, which they then owned, to be 
consecrated to freedom; after lliey had fiiHy pro- 

II vided and declared that no slavpry should exist 
there forever — an soon as they ended the Indian 
difHculticB by the treaty of Grenville,and opened 
up that country for peaceable possession — then 
commenced that great wave or emigration, that 
great exodus of civil life which lias astonished 
and commanded the udniiralion of the worid. 
Even within my recollection, 1 can remember 
almost the very commencfinient of that great 
emigration. Tue peoplu of New England and 
the East, looking to the West, coinmi-nced the 
first emigration, as I remember, into Western 
New York; they went on to the Genesee; and 
they ihou went on to the Holland purchase. The 
next wave passed on to Ohio. Then they passed 
over the gnat lakes into Michigan and Illinois 
and Wisconsin and lowaand Minnesota. In the 
mean time, all along the borders of the Atlantic, 
from Pennsylvania, New York, and New Jersey, 
and North Carolina and Virginia, you saw the 
boating across the Ohio, leaving the now murh- 
eulogized institution of slavery, going with the 
West to swell the great tiih of emigration, and 
add to the success of the great expenment in the 
cause of civil liberty. 

We cannot but see in this a new phase in the 
history of the world. Nothing tike it has ei^r 
been witnessed before. 1 know tliere had been 
irruptions at tjmes of men passing from the north 
of Europe — the Goths and aVandals, the Huns 
and Scythians — to the Bouth; hut they were great 
hordes of barbariona marshaled by ministers and 
kings. There was no such thing in these tidos 
of emigration. There was no Tamerlane, no 
Ghengis Khan; there was no Atlila of the Huns. 
U was not an irruptioa visiting |he wrath of God 
on the degenerate people. No, sir; it was the 
human family led out to {Msaess its great patri- 
mony. Who could look with indilTerence upon 
an experiment like this? 

We saw in it not merely an enlargement of our 
numbers and an increase of population; wc ad- 
niirod it, not merely because the forest was cleared 
away, and farms, houses, and dwellings, towns 
and cities, churches, and school-houses, were 
everywhere erected; but aa it spread over the 
{•reat fertile valleys of the West, iu prairies and 
Its fields and its mountains, we saw in it aa 
enlargement and expansion of the great theory 
of government for which our fathers first landed 
here, which hod been reasserted in the Declara- 
tion of Independence, which had been sustained 
by the acts prohibiting (he extension of slavery. 

These people carried with them their house- 
hold gods away to the foot of (he Rocky Mount- 
ains; and we saw in it a manifestation to the 
worid at large of the great principles wc held dear. 
Every man, cspeciaTly every man in New Eng- 
land, realized that'thc beat of his own blood was 
beating in their veins. Every man fell in duty 
bound to contribute of his examplu, hia encour- 
agement, and his substance, for the purpose of 
advancing and encouraging this great experiment 
in the cause of civil Iwerty antT humanity; and 
if any man in New Eo^nd should withhold his 
exertions, or withhold his means, his tongue 
would cleave to the roof ^humuipi. And yet. 
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a fanatical propagation of our peculiar domestic 
Llieories. ft was spreading over the Territoriea 
those anitfliomliiig coiiditions and influences that 
are sfiread OTcr New England. He Lhinks that 
any man, and especially any set of men, wUo 
associate lo aasist in this experiment, are entitled 
to notiiing but^isapprobaiion and executive rep-« 
reliension. 

I fancy, air, that thote much-abused members 
of Congress — I know not who they were, but I 
suppose they were of both Houses — who pre- 
sumed to undertake to advance their aid towards 
the extension of thii great iostitntioD over the 
Territories, were, in the President's view, doing 
nothing but "abolitioniung Kansas!" That 
auch is all we have been doing, and that is all 
our fathers have been doing in what they have 
labored and suffered and fought and bled, for 
these two hundred years. We are daily abused 
ibr slarting new ttieories of ffovemment, new 
views of the Constitution; and very ingenious 
riddles are put out for us. Those who view the 
subject in anything like the light in which I have 
attempted to present it, feel very much as if we 
are doing a great work, and cannot stop at the 
Busgcstion or others who do not appreciate it. 

Now, sir, 1 proceed tt^another point. I wish 
to inquire why Uiis prohibition of slavery in the 
Territories was enacted, and why it has been 
continued } I propose in the next place to show 
who has done it— by what authority it has been 
done; einil, in the third place, .to show that some 
measures have been taken, within the last ten 
years, to interrupt that course, for local and sec- 
lional purposes, and for political causes^ by the 
soutUern people; which nave occasioned the ne- 
cessity for, and called forth the existence of, and 
thus far prompted the exertions of the Repub- 
lican party. 

I have said that the title and jurisdiction which 
the United States Government had over the Ter- 
ritories was precisely the same in those which 
were derived from France, and in those which 
were derived from Virginia by her cession of the 
region beyond the Ohio. The Iwo grants contain 
no difference in their stipulation, and no differ- 
ence in anything which ts essential. First, let 
nie advert to the title obtainsd to Louisiana, as 
the President has quoted from the treaty of ces- 
sion. In that treaty it is declared 

Tb« Frencb Bepublic has sn iacontexablQ tJtle to the 
dninaiii and Ui« powe«<ionorib« Mid Territory. TlMfirst 
Cuiisuj of tlie Fntncli Enpublic, dealrinc to five the United 
Stmt en a maon% proof of bw IhendAhip, doth Uerebr cede to 
tlie Uoited citates In the name of the French EepuUic, Ibr 
ever, md In /uU Mvcreifaty', tbe Hid Terrluny." 

This is the first article. The second goes on 
to provide for islands, &c., and the delivery up 
of the manimenU of thle. The third is — 

""nie InbsMisnts of the ceded Territory •hall be Incor- 
pomed iato Uie Union nf the tlsiied 8iat«« and aJoiittcd 
St Mon aa pjMiUa, ■ecording to tiiS princiiilea of thu 
Federal Cnuiituiian, to the otnoymenl of all the rights, 
BdvantagM, and limouiilties of dtiseitH of the United 
Hiaiea ; and tn tHB mean time tiiey Mtrall be msiaialned and 
pTOtKied tu tba tiee enjoyneat of ihvlr Ubeny, propeny, 
and the religioa wtaieli tbey prontM." 

The provision in relation to the protection of 
their property is inserted ex ^^rufanfi cnulUa. 
The result would be the same whether it was in- 
serted in this article or not; bat no matter for 
that — it was inserted. What was provided was, 
that they should become a part of the United 
Slates, and be admitted into the Union at a 
proper time, according to the terns of the Con- 
stitution, and in the mean while should be pro- 
tected in their persons, property, and religion. 

Iiet us DOW look at tbe grant Itom Vit^inia. It 
is a grant to the United States " as well of soil as 
of jurisdiction," upon condition that 

" TliG territory tn ceded iliall be laid uut In Bute* of 
convenient uac" — 

describing them — not exceeding so many, " or 
aa near thereto as circumstances will admit" — 

V'and thai tke Bistes so fbrmad shall bs dbNlnet rapsfc- 
liran States, and ariuili tcd amuberi of the Fcdatal Union, 
liavinc the mibk rl|hta of wiverelgiity, fteedooi, an inde- 
pendenei! at Die otber State*." 

The grant was made in the year 1784; and all 
•tlie inhabitants then in that Territory wer« there 
at thi'. ff w French settlements which had been 
uken by the expedition under General Clarke, 
esiablislied there before the treaty of 1763. It is 
further provided; 



"Tbe Freneh and Canadian Inhablunta and othfr »et- 
tiers pf Kukaakfa, and of St. Vineenne* and the neigh- 
boring village, Triio bnve proAMsed thanualvw cillscns of 
VIrgiiitn, shall have their piiMeaiims and titles eoaflniied 
to them, and be protected In the enjoyuenl of ibeii rlglita 
aad hbertle*." 

Now we see the features of the two grants. 
The grant was of the territory, its soil, and the 
entire sovereignty, in both cases, on the condi- 
tion that Mwas to be made into States in due 
tiiTie, and that the people then there sltould be 
protected in their property and liberties. There 
IS no difference between them. I have made these 
rentarks on this matter because I consider that 
whstever I shall show has been done in relation 
to tha one applies witli M^aI force to the other; 
and I will now briefly cauattention to what was 
done, and why it was done. In 1789 the ordi- 
nance of 1787, enacted for all the country beyond 
the Ohio, and which forbade slavery from ever 
entering into it at all, was confirmed by an act of 
Congress, which was approved by General Wash- 
ington, then President. It was done mainly by 
the exertions of the people of the southern States. 
But no matter for ttiat; it was at a period'When 
a lai^ portion of the people were slaveholders. 
What was asserted by tnat enactment? Thftt 
we owned that territory in sovereigjnty, and we 
forbade the extension of slavery into it. We 
have the power and the right to do so— nay, we 
judge it our duty to do it. In the regular chro- 
nological order of time, we next find the act for 
the organization of the Territory of Tennessee, 
which was ceded by North Carohna to the United 
States, with a condition in the deed of cession 
that Congress should not abolish slavery. But 
in Mississippi, which was ceded by Georgia, a 
slaveholding State, on like condition, what did 
they do? Did they not intermeddle with the 
subject of slavery ? Did they not exercise power 
over it.^ I take it that a power to regulate is a 
power to prohibit, and it has often been so decided. 
They did regulate it there. Congress had no 

gower lo prohibit the importation of slaves into 
tates then existing until 1808; but, in.l798, they 
prohibited the importation of slaves into tlie Ter- 
.ritory of iVlississippi. 

The next in order of time is the act forming the 
territoricd government of Indiana in 1800. In tlie 
formation of that Territory, the same provisions 
which were contained in the ordinance of 1787 
were redeclared, regnaeted, and made operative 
upon that Territory. That act was approved by 
the elder Adams. 

In 1803 was formed tbe first government for 
Orleans Territory, a part of the Louisiana pur- 
chase. What was done then ? What sort of 
sovci-eignty did the United States exercise in that 
case? Did they leave .any tiling to the people 
there? Did they put into that act an/feature of 
squatter sovereignty, or popular sovereignty, for 
the people there? So far from it, the first pro- 
vision was, that the Governor should be ap- 
pointed by the President of the Upiled Stales; and 
ne had a council of the inhabitants' of the Terri- 
tory appointed by the President, who had the 
making of all the Iaw», and the exercise of all 
legislative authority. That was not all; they did 
something on the subject of slavery. Slaves were 
existing there. Congress did not interfbre with 
that state of things, as they had not attempted to 
do so in Tennessee. They did not attempt to 
disturb it in Mississippi, forit was already tnere. 
They were prohibited by the.terms of the cession 
from doing so. ' But what did they do in Louisi- 
ana? They did that which they then supposed 
would work ultimately an entire abolition of 
slavery there. They all the lime supposed, that 
as for the slaves then in the country, the people 
owning them would soon provide for them by 
abolishing slavery, if Congress could cut off the 
foreign supply. That was their idea; and there- 
fore in Miasissippt they prohibited the impor- 
tation of slaves from abroad; and in Louisi- 
ana they not only prohibited the importation of 
slaves from abroad, but actually said: " Yqu 
shall not carry your slaves from other States 
there at all for safe." If the people hsve a right 
to carry their property into Territories, they have 
a right to carry it both to use and to sell — as 
mucn the one as the other. But there Congress 
declared that slaves should not be carried into 
Louiaiana , except as mombsn of ftumiliss for Mt- 



tlement; and if carried in any other way, the act 
of so taking them should work emancipation! 
and the parties offending should be sijbject to 
penalties. 

Further, they declared this to the world: -We 
told y^u, said the Government of the' United 
States, as early as 1798, in relation to the Terri- 
tory of Mississippi, and we told you as early a« 
I7m, in relation to all tenitory beyond tlie Onio, 
everything then within our jurisdiction, that no. 
slaves should be imported at all: now, if yoit 
have import^ any into your States from 1798 up 
to 1803, they shall not M carried di»re, either for 
sale or as members of fKmilies. Those which 
had been imported into Georgia, the C«^>linaB, 
or elsewhere, were as much the property of their 
owners as any they owned; and yet, they were 
absolutely prohibited from carrying them at all 
into the Territory of Louisiana. Who did this? 
It was done by the united exertion aad nodivided 
action of the whole Congress; and the act vaB 
approved ond signed by Mr. Jefferson. 

The next in date is the case of Michigan. That 
was formed into a Territory in 1805, and there 
the same ordinance was reSnacted. That is, all 
the laws appertaining to the Territory of Indi- 
ana, from which it was taken, were declared 
opei^ves in the Territory of Michi^n. That 
was B reaffirmance of the same principle, and a 
reSxercise of the same authority. That act was 
approved by Mr. Jefferson. 

Illinois, in 1809, was formed in the same way, 
and there was another re-declaration of the same 
principle which was approved by Mr. Jefferson. 

In the act for the admission of Missouri— 
which I do not choose to go into particularly — one 
of its essential features was the one of which we 
are mainly talking; Congress there provided by 
a majority, and especially by the action of the 
southern people themselves, that no slaves should 
be allowed north of the latitude of 36° 30*. If 
Congress had the power to prohibit it at all io 
one section, Uiey had the power to prohibit it in 
any flection. It was an exercise of the act of 
sovereignty which had been exercised from time 
to time up to that period. The Missouri line 
was aSirmed by Mr. Monroe and his Cabinet. 

The next is the case of WiBconsio, which in 
1836 was oiiganized as a Territory, lying upon 
both sides of the Missiestppi, coverui^ part of 
the same territory which we had acquired from 
France, and some which we had obtained from 
Virginia. Yet the same ordinance of 1787 was 
extended all over it by an act of Congress, I be- 
lieve without division and without objection. 
That was approved by General Jackson. 

In 1838 the Territory of Iowa was established 
beyond the Mississippi, and there again it was 
provided that the same laws should be enforced, 
and the same righu exercised as tn the Territory 
of Wisconsin, of which Iowa had once been apart. 
This act was approved by Mr. Van Buren. 

In 1846 the Territory of Oregon was estab- 
lished, and for that country the ordinance was 
reifnacted in terms, because it had not been-ex- 
tended there before, and slavery forever prohib- 
ited. That act was approved and signed by Mr. 
Polk. 

In 1847 and 1848, and in 1850, repeated at- 
tempts were made in Congress to extend the 
Missouri compromise line to the Pacific ocean, 
so as to cover the territories which wa bad then 
recently acqui red from Mexico. 

Mr. BDTLER. Who objected to ranniac 
that line ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Undoubtedly we did; but 
not for the want of power. The question of 
power is the point which I am now discussing. 

Mr. CASS. I objected to it for the want of 
power. 

Mr. COLLAMCR. I will not say that thera 
was not an individual exception to be found; but 
this I say, that the great oody of the southern 
repretentatives, those who now complain of the 
exercise of this power, were the very people who 
advanced and voted for that proposition, and who 
complained because it was not adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER. I cannot be mistaken on that 
subject, for 1 was here and took an active part in 
ihtit controversy. 'We were willing, for the sake 
of peace, if the jnntleraen nvs) ttteJ^oc^xQuld 
eoBsaat, M 
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perhapa we m^hi make peace by audi a line; but 
you reftiscil it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ii was only offered as a 
peace nTbaaiire. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was presented aimply as a 
peace meaaurc. "We were willing to agree to it 
for the snke of peace; but on liie olher ftide ihe 
proposition was openly maintained — " We will 
extend the WUmot proriso North and South, 
East and West. " Tne only.power which north- 
ern gentlemen would then consent to exercise, 
was that of prohibition everywhere, and they 
would not apply the Miasouri rule anywherr. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the geiitlt;man had list- 
ened to me with the powers of apprehension 
which I know he possesses, and the candor which 
he ou{;ht to GxerciH(>, he would have seen tliat it 
was unnecessary for him to make the remarks 
he has made, f have cited the instances whidi 
I have narrated for the purpose of showing thai, 
until within a very recent period, Congress has 
uniformly exercised the power now questioned — 
the power to prohibit the introduction of slavery 
into the Terrirories — and that, with perhaps a 
■ingle exception, there was never n question but 
that Congress had a rie;)it to exercise ihnt power. 
I am not now apeokiug an to the policy, the 
eKpedieiicy, or the occasion of exercisiM the 
power, or the purpose for which the prnpMtion 
was made. I nm speaking of the exercise of ihe 
power itself. If genih'meu ofTired it proposition 
for the extension of that line, as they say, for 
the sake of peace, did they otTer it when they 
knew that they had no constitutional authority 
to sustain it,' Did they vote for it when ihey 
knew that Congress haiJ no snch power of pro- 
hibition: Did they try to induce the noviherii | 
people to enter into that agreement with them for i 
the sake of pnace, when they were exercising an ■ 
utterly unconstitutional ])ower? Certainly not. I 
The gentleman's objection wus not to that; it is j 
not now. I have cited, thesis instances for tiie ! 
purposeof showing that Congress exercised tliis { 
power, t^nd that southern gentlemen claimed to ; 
exercise it further and tried to exercise it further. 
It is singular that because northern people saw 
good reason why it should not be extended over 
other Territories then free; in which there was 
no claim for slavery, now nn argument should 
be drawn for abolishing thn agreernentas to those j 
Territories to which it applied. In this message 
of the President, the very fact that llw North ! 
would not adopt tlie Missouri compromise for 
another Territory than thai to which it was 
applied, is claimed to have rendered it inopera- 
tive for tlie country in regard to >vhich it was 
passed. Impotent coiiclusioji ! 

This brings me to a recent period; and n.ow I 
wish to show some reasons Wiy the prohibition 
was enactnl Uy ihe representatives of all the 
people of thr United States — of the whole cxiuiitry, 
North and South. These measures for the exclu- 
sion of slavery were adopted with'out a division of 
opinion. 1 ackuowlcdj^e that there woe a contror 
versy oi to the admission of Missouri; but timl 
controversy did not relate to this question of 
power, for the very act which admitted Missouri 
exercised this power of inhibition as to tlic Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Before the learned Sen- 
ator leaves this branch of his argument — the 
question of power, which he has discussed with 
BO much ability — 1 should like to ask him whether 
Congress has the power lo establish slavery.' 

Mr. COLLAMER. When I come to that 
topic I will discuss it; whenever any question 
arises in the Senate that requires it, and I think 
I can add any new light to it, I will try to do so. 
I supposed, however, that it was now in the 
South very generally conceded that this Govern- 
ment, in the exercise of sovereignty over the 
Territories, baa almost any power except that of 
making liberty. 

I wish now lo show some reasons why this peo- 
ple, who began this experiment, all of them then 
holding slaves, in the very adoption of the Con- 
stitution, in the first exercise of power under it, 
prohibited slavery. My position is that they 
did it because, m the first place, they believed 
that the institution was one which ought to end; 
a.nd, in Ihe next place, because they believed that 
-in |ho4e p^ace* where it ilid.oot end, the effect of 



it was such as to weaken the country at large, 
and was inconsistent with the great principles 
of civil liberty for which our folhera contended, 
and which constituted the great idea of our Gov- 
ernment. Ttiat idea was this: that inasmuch as 
in a popular Governrhent the people must have 
the right of sutfroge, it follows as a matter of 
course, in order to be safe in that right, that the 
people must be mode intelligent. To |^ie exercise 
of tne elective franchise, education, intelligence, 
and personal independence are inseparable cor- 
relatives; and if any system of govenmient, or 
any character of social institutions be adojiled' 
which will not produce this result, or which will 
be in its tendencies unfriendly to it, that ^stem 
is incompatible with M great exp> riment. | 

I ought here to remark iliat I have nothing: 
>to say, and on an occasion Hkc this, in relation I 
to the morality of slavery, its ethics, its matter | 
of justice between the master and slave, its j 
sact-edness, its divine authority, its sanctions in ! 
Christianity. These are all topics suitable to i 
other occasions, I have nothing to say about j 
them here. I have no reproaches to cast on the i 
master. I have no desire to do any such thing. 
1 am treating the subject entirely as a political 
subject. U was perfectly understood by our 
fathers, who bad tried it, that where the institu- 
tion was not abolished by the States themselves, 
it would, in its tendenties, produce n condition 
of society which did not comport with the great 
purposes, objects, and views, and what was ne- 
cessarily inuilied in popular government. Its 
neceiisary effect, it was seen, would be to elevate 
a limited number, and depress the mans of the 
while population. The experiment in the couse 
of liutiianity which had been entered upon in 
this Government was for the white race — not 
merely the Anglo-Saft6n,bul the Caucasian race 
— (he whole white race. It was that they should 
conduct their labor with high intelligence, that 
they should be improved and elevated, and be- 
come a people better fed, better clothed, better 
housed, boiler governed, of higher intelligence, 
than any other people under heaven — " a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works." A great 
man i festal ion of " the dignity of labor." 

Their idea was, further, that this institution 
of slavery would not comport with that purpose, 
but would produce a different condition of society. 
Now, in speaking of tlieir views, and of whether 
those views have beSn realized, in fact and in 
practice, since theirdays, 1 shall use the authority 
of no one who is not from ilm slave States. 1 
sIi£l1I use no terms but those which are derived 
from ihe people living in the midst of the insti- 
tution. After this experiment was begun, seven 
out of the thirteen States abolished slavery; tlie 
otiuTS retained it, and we must, of course, go to 
tiiiim to see whal haa been the political ami social 
effeclof cherishing and retaining it. I am saying 
nothing of itk virtue and morality; or whether it 
tends to improve and elevate the moral condition 
of society, or whether it makes the slave better 
or poorer than he was at home in Africa. That 
is nol the topic. 1 wish to call attention to its 
effect on the free white population of the country. 

t am willing to concede that where an institu- 
tion in the character of an aristocracy exists, and 
where labor and all menial services are performed 
by others for a uariicular set of men, it leaves to 
those mejiwcaltn and opporlunity, if you please, 
for a high cultivation — for a high order of intel- 
lectual .existence, Nor should we at all wonder 
that men who have thus felt its beneficial infiu- 
cnces to themselves personally should have a 
desire to cherish and sustain it. But, sir, our 
principle is, " the greatest good to the greatest 
number." What on the whole is its effect on 
the mass— the majority of the free white popula- 
tion? And further, what effect does it produce 
as to making the country which entertains it 
prosperous, successful, strong, able contribute 
Its full proportion, with ihe rest of the community, 
in sustaining the national independence and 
national prosperity? 

Sir, I will read aome views upon that subject. 
I prefer to read from the expressions of those 
fahiiliar with the question; and first I will quote 
the views which General Washington enter- 
tained. He says in a letter to Robert Morris, 
which is quoted by Sparks: 



" I can only May, thm is not a man tiringtrhov!is\e3 more 
tinttret^ than I <lo to see a plan o'l^pttd fiyr the ahalitisn of 
U, {ilavenj ,-} but Uicre in only our proper nod efl'eciu^ 
nioile in w'tiidi it can be accom|il)bli>Kl,aiiJ itiat is tiy 
l:uive nutbciriiy; and tliii,ao I'ur as my naiTnut will go, 
lihnll never be w.intinj;.'* 

Again, in a letterto Sir John Sincloir, of Scot- 
land, who WHS proposing tomiike investments in 
lands In this country, speaking of this institution, 
he says: 

" Thi>rn arc In PranKf Ivania law'< for the erailnBl mboli- 
tinit of Klnvery, wbkb neither Virginia nor Maryland hava 
fll present, but whicli natAtn.rhaioreMrMiiUml&iyMwt 

kaet, tmd at a period not reomte." 

We all know ihe views of Mr. Jefferson. In 
forming the Declaration of Independence he was 
desirous to put into ii a clause that one of the 
great complaints against the British Government 
was that it had compelled our fathers to receive 
thisinstitulionatall; and be afterwards expressed 
Ats views about it. i do not desire toquote them 
much at large. In a letter to Mr. John Holmes, 
of April 2U, 1820, Mr. Jefferson said: 

" The v/tmtB cAmmcrce between uisster niiii slave ia a 
perpctoal rxurciHC of tlie most buisturnu^ p-n-^ions; Ihe 
most iiiin-ntittin;; dcfpoti^m oa IliC auc iiart, ami degrading 
Kuhir.issiocii on the oiIut." • • * * h iftM the moraU 
of the pmple, iKeir inimtry alto it imtTOy»i. InJtrd, I 
IrenMe/or my toutttry tahea 1 reflect thai Ooi U jutl, and 
tkat kis Jattice capnol sleep Jbrecer; tbat conBideriiig iiuin- 
ho.rs, nature, and iiniura) iii<'ans only, ti rcviiliiiinn or llie 
wtiL'cl nf tonunc, on exchange of jituation, Is aTiinus poi- 
tiUc erenU ; rtiai i[ may become prohahU by inpernatural 
iaterferctice ! Tmi ALaioMTV ha* ko atthibctb wbicu 

CAH TAKE KIDS WITU US IN hUCII A CUMTaiT," 

Mr. Madison, in discussing the Constitution, 
insisted that the General Government ought to 
have the power, not the Slates theiuselves, imme- 
diately to prohibit the importation of slaves aUo- 
gelhcr. They had it in the Territories, and used 
It. His views are, speaking in the Convention: 

" £ -try addilion the Slalei receiit lolheir numlitr of sluca 
tendi lo iceakcii and Tender Ikein lea capatle of ictf -defente. 
Ill cose 01' liosiilitJC')! with foreign nalionfl, tliey will be the 
mt^anir of inviting attack, iniftCKd or repelling invasion. It 
is B iieci3«<iary duty of Uic Ucneral Quvetnmeot to protect 
every pan ol' their eonfit)L-4aiiairuitdan|[crs,a« well iiitcmal 
at external, Rverylliing, llicn^fure, wliicti lendi to increu^^e 
d.inger, though it he a heal ajfiiir, yet, if it involves nauimal 
expense or aaftty, beemntt of concern to every part of tkt 
Union, and is a proper fu^je> f for He eantideration of Ikatt 
ckargei wilk tlie geacrol aduiiniiuatioii of ibii Govern- 
ment." 

" I HOLD rr bbibiitiai. in bveit miht or new, trat 

TRB (iUNSItkl. GOVKHKMBHT BHOrLD RAVI roWEB TO 

pSBvaxT TH« »cBBABB Or BL&vsav."— JliidiMM iVpcrt, 
vol. 3, p. 1391. 

" Th€ augmentation of ilaret leeakentlke Slater, and eneb 
a trade U diabolicBl in itself and dlifrfieenil lo mankind. 
Aa much oi I value a union of tbcse Htates, J wnid m( 
admtl tketovlXtm States inla the Vitlan,tmiiist Ihey agree 
to a Jiieantinaaiue of ihis iUgtacefai trade." — In ComtUu- 
tional Convtnlion, I'SS. 

Such were the views of Mr. Madison. Mr. 
Qeorge Mason, of Virginia, said; 

" Sknery diteauratet arti and maimfaftnrei. The riavea 
produce tlic moat piirnlcioua effects on flwnnera. Evbxt 
NAHTEn or BLAVBit 19 bobk A PUTTY TYfiANT. Thbt BRIIie 
TUB Ji-DOHENT OF HsAVKN vfnn A consTKT. A« iiaiioii* 
cannot bi^ rcivanicd or puiiiithcd in Ibe next world, tht-f 
muii be ill this. Byaa Inevitable chain n( eaaffi aud 
cftccis, Providence panishe* uiuional sins bf national 
cal.imiticB." 

Mr. William Pinckney, in 1789, in a letter to 
the Maryland Legislature, declared: 

" Never will your coDnlry be productive, never will its 
ofriculiure, it* commerce, or itn man ufae lures tlourieih, 
■o long as tbcy deptad upon reluctant bondmen Tor ibeir 
progresf." 

These were views entertained at an early day 

— at the period of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion— at the period of the prohibition of slavery 
beyond tlie Ohio. In all the exercise of 'this 
power, the men who made the Constitution enter- 
tained these views in relation to the subject; and 
now how much of their apprehension has been 
realized? What effect has slavery in fact pro- 
duced ? These gentlemen told us what they antici- 
pated it would produce. What has it produced ? 

I hold in my hand a book containing many of 
the speeches made in the House of Delegates of 
Virginia, on a discussion in relation to some pro- 
cess of emancipation in 1832. I desire to read some 
extracts from it. Whenever I open this book, I 
am reminded of the gentleman who handed it to 
me — and from whose speech I am about to reod — 
that high, .philanthropic, Christian gentleman. 
Governor McDowell. Governor McDowell, on 
that occasion, to a very patriotic, learned, and 
able speech, said: 

" We lianw that the picture ia the 'counterreit present- 
'^"''^^^ «e.^.^^^^eaer.ad 
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iKnguor dimniirterfxe oar M^mfnM; that «nienHlM la 
KB. rely knnw^ lu u«, but rroiB oUKfviuion of ita inflqenc* 
on ottiL'i coiuinunitiM. We know Lbat ttie blciwuig* nf our 
IM>si(inii; Hiid soil, and climate, are couiiterrailed by tlie 
Apathy of our public cnonselfi, and bf our eiolutive reliance 
upon involmitarylabor. Oiif InWreau aad aeniM procAlm 
tli<- prugrcRi of fCBcral decline ; couicieiiiet and espsritfroa 
aicpsi tltai MUvny iniupriiiripalcAUM., lull not so f Wliei 
vrr-. look at \'irgfnui. as a whole, u'ilhout pnuflin^ upon tha 
bright, nnd ibe beautiAil tlist atlll aliow tbrth ta intrinsic 
<Itratitlea of kef dumiet4T, bui look at b«r la rattarence to 
hrr overy'd»y ptutical babit and appeanijPs, U wto not 
anytluns but prwperuua .X>o we aot In this reiipect con- 
tpmplniehcr juKtl) , when we tvgaril her as meager, haegardj 
and enfl^oUed ; with decrepttade Mealiuf upon her liinb« ; 
«a given over va ItaoaeM and unpoMBoy ; and >■ wastlM 
away uiMl«r the inprovideace and tho inaaiiviiy which 
eternally accnmpoirjr the Atal inittiiutioa thutRhCubensbesi 
and ctirrisbe^, too, a« a mother, Who will hazard her own 
lift> rathrr than part CTCn WiA ft momtRma offtprim that 
•tDict«her.' Sir. R ia titM M* Viiglnia, mt OMMly that bba 
has not advaaced, bu lbat in many laaperu »b» btu ipeatly 
declined ; nod what liavp we |ut u a compenration flir thU 
dpcllnn — It a compenMUfM Ibr tlilB db<parlty beitreen 
what Vlitfnia la and what Bh» might feivebMn? NotHing 
bmibe ripilofpraiMrq'te tfea wirneingi who bavc broogbt 
this duparitjr upon UB. TMvItiour pay; this ia what we 
have gotten to reinunmteiMtbr our ilL>liMi|URntpni9periiyi 
10 rppay us n>r onr dnoHted flelda, onr inrpld enterprise ; 
•nd in thl« dark day oToar bUiiAiled lBponan<-e, to ■uatilli 
our hopes, and to KMltae ov pride n a pat^le." 

The Senator froiQ Mains [Mr. FaaflBWDEwl 
the other dajrread an extract from uie apeeeh or 
Mr. Marshall, which I vill not repeat; but 1 
will read an extract from the spMchoTMr. C. J. 
Faulkner «n that oecaaion: 

" Shiveiy, it la kd mined, ia an evil— It h an inMftution 
which preaaea heavily a^nal Iho beat intcreeU of the 
Stale. It buiiahes free wiiite labor-^ii cxtwninates the 
i])cchani«, the arttiuui, the mauufaciurcr. It deprives 
thrin of occupation. It deprive* tbROi of breait. Itcou' 
vert!) the energy Of a eonainuiil^ into indokance—iU power 
into iniboel lily —its eficieocy iiAo weafcneaa. 9ir, being 
thuiiin]tiiious,liavc wo not a right to demaud ita extemiin 
ation ! Shnll society suffer, that the staveholder may cdh' 
tlnue to gather liin crop of humsn tterti? What is liismere 
pecuniary claim, compared wiiti the ftreat Intereaw of the 
common weal? Must the country languish, drop, die, that 
the slaveholder oiKy Hourish? Shall all inieresta be aul>- 
Hcrvirnt to one.' all right" mbordinaie to those ofttic slave- 
ttoldei * Hasnot the meeltanie — have not the middle claase* 
their rtthta— rfgbn laoompatiMe with the ealaience of 
alavery r' 

Mr. T. J. Randolph, on the same occasion, 
■fiid: 

"Slavery ha* the eAicrt of lewentag tlic free popolatton 
of a country. The weiUihy are not dependent upon the 
poor for thu«e aids and those servicea, compeoaation for 
«-hich enables ihi' poor man lo give bread to his family. 
The onHnary mechanic arts are ^1 pmetieed by alavea. 

" ill the aervitade of Europe In the middle age^ in yean 
of fkmine, the poor had lo barter ibetr liberty for wead j 
they hiid to tuirrender their liberty to some wealthy man to 
save their families fVom the horrors of Ihmine. The slnvee 
were soAined In slekoMu and in (kinine upon the wealtii 
of tits master, who preaerved bin as he wouM any other 
Kpecies of property. All ibc sources of the poor man's 
support were nb«atbed by him. In tills country be cannot 
become a slave, but he flies to some other country more 
con^nial to his condition, and where he Who supporta 
biuiwtf by hnuein labor is not depaded in his caMe. ^(wiae 
who ri'uuiiii, relying upon the aupport of casual employ- 
inTii. often l>cc(ioic more dcgtadea in lhaU condition than 
the ttaven themselves." 

Mr, William Geary, of' South Carolina, can- 
didly treating upon the subject, says: 

" Any ni:iTi wlio u oa obfcrvet of things, could liardly 
ilir.uigli our country without being struck with the 

cv, that the capita], entarprtee, and Intetligeucr, is 
eiii[iioyc(l in directing slave labor ; and the con^quence Is, . 
Ilidt a loige portiim of our poor white people are whtrily 
nct^lertcd, and are sulTbrcd lo while away an ezlnencc fa 
a Hate bat one itfp In adetmee of fA« /mKoh of tlu Jontt. 
It an cvU of vast matmiiudc, and nothing but a eUiUi^ in 
public liaatuuent will effect its cnro." 

Qi>vernor Hammond, of South Carolina, said 
of these non-slaveholding whitts: 

" They obuin a precarlMu snbaistotice by ooeasioaal 
\fi\)*, by huniing, by Sshinm by plundering fiulds or folds, 
and loo oilen liy what is in itH efTccts Ar worse — trading 
wnh slaves, and luditciiig them to plunder fbr iheir 
benefit." 

Mr. Farren, another southern writer, says: 
" In the more tautheru portion of this rejtion, the non- 
BlaveholderK po.«!>eM gMierally tnil very small means ; and 
the land which they poaiMHa is almost nniveisally poor,Bnd 
•o>sterile thai a scanty mbrisience is all that can ba de- 
rived from iid ruluvaunn ; and the more fertile soil being 
in thi- pi>.4sc9i>ion of the tlavt'hoidcr, niast threver remain 
out of the poMesslon of those who have none." 

Thus, sir, from the people of Virginia and 
, flauih Carolina, who have clioscn to retain and 
cherish (his instiUition, we have a picture the 
)i>ading fi'ulnrt's of which it is impossible to dis- 
guiM"'. It is evident that the slaTeholders, whom 
wo know Iiy the official returns are only about 
iIh' p httndrt'd and fifty ihouahiid out of a pojm- 
lauuu of aix miUious of free people at tlte last 



cetiBUS, are elevated, watted upon, and all their 
wants supplied by the slaTes. Ait, at respects 
the rest or the community, fiv« sixths of them, 
the free white laboring population, they are de- 
pressed, poor, itnpoverisned, degraded in castb, 
because labor is diseraceful; fbr where it is per- 
formed by alavea, Tabor and serritttde become 
identical. It was for this cause (and it was done 
by the people who knew those thiTigrs) that the 
exclusion of slavery from the Terrilorirt has 
taken place' as I have described. It has been 
done by themselves, and for very good reasons, 
aa they could show. 

TUs brings n^e to acomparatively reeentperiod , 
to wm£h I have several timea aXuded,aiia some 
recent action — action ti|an, as I say, by the 
South for local and smRonal ol^ftts, and for 
political purposes, to make use of the institution 
of slaver^y as a source of political power within 
the Terrttories and beyond the States. I would 
not here intimate that i think Any man who was 
personally engaged in the makinj^of Ae Missouri 
compromise, and getting enough votes from the 
North by virtue of it to admit the State of Mis- 
souri, so as to enable the South to succeed at the 
time, ever attempted to break it up. That is not 
(he case; but it is to be recollected that a great 
leading feature in the mesaaee we have before us 
is, that there has been, on the part of the people 
of the North, a systematic course of aggression 
upon southern rights. We view the facts as 
entirely otherwise; and we view Ibis attempt fo 
present a picture of that kind as nothing more 
than en attempt to escape from and uisguisD- 
what has been the true character of the aggres- 
sion. We consider that a course of aggressions 
has been pat on foot, and prosecuted, to some 
conwderabie extent, successfully by the South. 
When I use the word " aggression,'* I wish to 
be understood. It is not merely doing that 
which people have a legal'and constitutional right 
to do; out what I understand by it is, doing that 
which is contrary to an agreement upon their 
part, either contamed in the Constitutiott-or in 
any other .way which renders the entering upon 
such a course, and a breaking up of such agree- 
nunt, to say the least, a breach of common pro- 
pnety. Now, what are those aggressions wnich 
we think the South have put upon foot? The 
first is in relation to the admission of Texas, 

Mr. Calhoun was a man who had but little dis- 
guises. Me participated in the formation of the 
Missouri compromise line, and hsi with the 
South, took the advantage it secured. He never 
attempted to make any breach of it; but when 
the progress of population, nnd the increase of 
the numbers, wealtn, and influence of the free 
part of the United States came to be, as was 
thought by him and some others, somewhat com- 

Earatively large, it was desirous to the South, as 
e viewed it, to secure, in some way or other, at 
least a balance of power in the Senate of the 
United States. What was attempted? Did he 
attempt to brealc up this compromise line i Not 
at all. He looked abroad and saw the inviting 
regions of Texas, and a treaty was formed for 
the aancxalion of Texas. There was no dis- 
guise about its objects and purposes. Look at 
the letter of Mr. Calhoun, as Secretary of State, 
to Mr. King, then our Minister in France. See 
the whole purpose it declares. It was to sustain, 
perpetuate, and secure the institution of slavery; 
in short, to obtain more territary out of which 
to make now slave States for the purpKiBe of bal- 
ancing, at least in the Senate of the United States, 
new States settled by people from the North. 
That was the object, not disguised, but publicly 
declared and officially announced. Whatmeans 
were taken to ctfect that objecl ? The treaty was 
rejected by the Senate. Two thirds could not be 
obtained for it, and the treaty lUled. 

What was the next sUp taken > The people 
of the "South went into the Democratic Conven- 
tion at Baltimore immediately after the rejection 
of this treaty, and there thry insisted upon the 
admission of Texas. Many deelarnd they pre- 
ferred that to the Union. "Hiey said at once to 
Ihe Democracy, " You cannot obtain power, 
you cannot elect a President without us, null you 
shall not elect one with us, but upon the condi- 
tion of that atinc.NnCion. The only man who had 
ever been talked of up to ihut period as their 



candidate was Mr. Van Buren, snd he bad pub* 
lished a letter in Uie sprin; opposiiw the annex- 
ation of Texas. There was bo oUier*way left 
for the Democratic party but to agree to make 
the annexation of Texas a part of Die platform. 
Then, when they came to nominate a man to carry 
that platform into effect, it vtTis inristed that a 
man mutrt be nominated who was net already 
committed against it, and thereupon Mr. Polk 
was nominated and elected. 

A word now as to the manner of that annex- 
ation. A question had arisen in the country at 
times whether there was any power in this Gtov- 
eminent to annex foreign territory at all. W* 
all know' that Mr. Jefferson expressed great 
doubt on iftat sntmBt in relation to Louisiana at 
an early period. This cpiestion ultimately came 
befor^ the Supreme Court of the Uniled States 
in the case of the American Insurance Company 
vs. Can ter, the Florida caee which has been often 
alluded to here. It was a fcvenoc case. It was 
there insisted that Congress had no power to 
leeislate in Florida at all, because it did not be- 
long to lier jurisdiction, but had been annexed by 
treaty; andit was ai^ed that there was no sueti 
power of annexation confltrred by the ConstitUT 
tion. It was ^en decided, among a variety of 
topics, that the power to make war, which existed 
in ^e (General Oovemment, was of course a 
poMr to eonquer; and a power of conquest in- 
cluded the power to hold territory if the treaty 
of peace ma[de by the treaty-making power pro- 
vided for it. Therefore, the court said, it is true 
as an. incident of sovereignty that the treaty- 
making power includes the power by treaty to 
annex another country, or territory of that coun- 
try to this. When the treaty-miUting power has 
been thus exercised, the legislative authority of 
the country i^iTeads over it. It is brought within 
our jurisdieuon by treaty, and being within the 
iurisdiction of the Uniled States, the power of 
legislating for it necessarily follows. 

There is no power in this Government which 
can be exercised indifferently by any one of two 
or three of the departments of the Oovemment. 
For instance, the President's p&wer of appoint- 
ment, whether he exercises or neglects it, can 
never be exercised by Congress. The power of 
the Supreme Court to decide causes, whether 
they decide them or not, can never be assumed 
by Congress. To have the same power left to be 
indiderently exercised by any one of two or three 
different departments, would necesearily produce 
an endless confusion in the Gk>vernment. No 
such thing exists in our Government. Whatever 
power exists in one department, exists in that 
department alone, exclusively. 

The annexation of Texas, like the annexation 
of any other country, was attempted to be elTected 
by the treaty-making power; but it failed. The 
attempt wus a concession that |^e subject-matter 
was a proper one for the exercise of the treaty- 
making power, and therefore note proper subject- 
matter for the exercise of any other power in any 
other dtpartment of ^the Government. If the 
power whi^h was attempted to be exercised — that 
of annexing the Territory of Texas— existed in 
that portion of our Government authorized to 
make treaties, it existed in no other department 
of this Government. But how was the object 
accomplished ? After the proceeding at Baltimore 
to which I haje alluded, and after tne election of 
Mr. Folk, how was Texas annexed ? By ajoint 
resolution receiving the vote of only a majority of 
the House of Representatives, ana a majority of 
theSenate. Indespileoftfietreaty-makingpower, 
it was done ^y an act of legislation. We view 
that as a most gross, palpable, direct violation of 
the Constitution— an utter disregard of its pro- 
visions. The act has been done, however, and 
it has been confirmed and ratified by this nation. 
We have dominion over Texas. The act, beiof 
thus ratified, I for one submit to it, and I will ex- 
ercise tli<! same liberality in relation to that State 
as in reference to any other part of the country. 
I may not have lilnd the form of the banst Uiey 
may have been unlawful; but, the matrimony 
being consummated, we must make the best of it. 
Texns now belongs to our family, at all events; 
but tlin mAnner in which thia hns been done—the 
mennfl Iftkrn to pftVct it — nit the iiiotrumeiitatitiee 

which ««"[5rq^trze*ffivT^t!>b?jtL^ 
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eoniider that it' may ba properly termed an 
greasion. I know ii liaa oeea aaid that Congreaa 
admiltcdi Texas under the power cunfcrred by 
the Constitution to admit new States. The lan- 
guage of iliat clause of tb« Constitution, how- 
aver, and the circumatancea attending it, are con- 
duaive that it it DOthiog more thaa a power to 
admit States which ara within our iurisdiction. 
To say that a power can be exerciaed to legislate 
for a country not within our jurisdiction, in order 
to bring it wuhin our juriadictiont iaao absurdity 
-^paradox. 

We learned some other leasons from the hia- 
tory of that transaction. It came then to be dis- 
tinctly understood that the Democratic party 
could succeed only by the general united exer- 
tions of the South. The South claimed and 
insisted that it was important to them to acquire 
or exercise power to extend their institudon of 
•lavery into the Territories of the United States, 
or to acquire other Territories for its extension, 
in order that they might make new slave States, 
using this institution as an instrument, a source 
of political power in the Senate. This was un- 
derstood to be a sitw ^ua mm with them; and he 
who would be President could only be so by 
agreeing to contribute to this purpose. The 
election of Mr. Polk, and the terms upon which 
it was accomplished, with the attendant circum- 
stances, fully disclosed and declared this. ~ Mlit- 
ical history since that time shows what course 
has been taken. 

This leads me to the next measure which we 
regard as an aggression — the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise. How did that come up ? It 
was connected with the same thing; designed for 
the same purpose. What was it ? The^ ommon 
expres^iion of politicians is that it was a bid for 
the Presidency. When that transaction took 
place there was on the tapU the old standing bid 
of the venemble Senator from Michigan — the bid 
of squatter .sovereignty. It was thought that 
would aid the South in elTecting their purpose; 
but tlie difficulty was, they had once tried bim os 
a candidate on that baais, and he did not take 
very well with the South. They were not very 
welt, satisfied. Some other bid must be gotten up. 
"What was it? Under the adtnioistrauop of this 
Mr. President Piemet it was said, **Mr. Clay 
and Mr. Calhoun, and others who were concerned 
in the making of the Missouri compromise, are 
dead and gone, and those who are not in fact 
dead have departed fronLpolilical life. Now, can 
we not offer to tlte southern people the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise line, thus opening up oil 
the free Territories of the United States to tneir 
institution of slavery ?" Mr. Pierce, in effect, did 
make that bid by bringing to bear the whole 
weight of his innuence to procure the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise lino. 

There were iminy who still stuck a little in 
conscience in reluiion to the contract and agree- 
ment about ihat line. Tiicy did not like to break 
it. There was, among others, Mr. Buchanan. 
He was then out of llin country; but h» learned, 
of course, that this bid, which had l)een made, 
was aetusJly passt'd. The President of the Uni- 
ted l^teSf with the aid of Senators here — I do 
notwish to go into particulars— had effected that. 
It was announced, in substance, in hia oDicial 
organ, in order to effect it, that as to those mem- 
bers of Congress who should feci it their duty to 
vote Jbr that meosure, and who thereby should 
lose position at home, lie would see thnt they 
were provided for and taken care of That was 
Uie'subeUince of the statement. I do not like to 
call things by Iiarsh and rude names; but I am 
really very much reminded of what the boy, 
when his father whipped him for calling him a 
liar, told him when lie got through. Said he: 
" Father, the next time you lie, what shall I 
say?" [Laughier.] What shaU I call this? It 
was nothing, in my estimation, but taking the 

fowor of appointment put into the hands of the 
rcfidenl for the public service, and using it for his 
own politico] purposes personallyi and with this 
veryraeana to reward the men who misrepresent 
their constituenis. I do not aay it was bribery. 
The repeal was effected) and the bid was made. 
1 do not wonder that it somewhat startled other 
•andid^i for the Freaidencyt unless some who 
panwipaud in the act ud wiie joight ciaim the 



nrtoe of iL Bat how did Mr. Baehanan act? 

Inasmuch as these southern people have been 
offered here all the territory of the United States 
to be opened to them, he perhaps thought, I 
must offer them somethinj;. What shairi do ? 
I will offer them all the kingdoms of the earth, 
I will offer them all the territory oat of the United 
States. I will make my bid, aod to beein with 
take Cuba — buy it, if you can, peaceably; but 
take it forcibly if you must ! I bid sU the king- 
doms of the earth, and all the rest of mankind, 
outside of the United States! We see what has 
been the result of this first opening of free Terri- 
tories. The South, with the Democracy, had 
got that passed. They had it already seflired. 
Whatever advantage they could get out of it they 
had already secured. OHourse, President Pierce, 
and those who made that bid, did not profit much 
by it. The South could not get any more out of 
them. Their deed was done) and who was Dom- 
inated? Mr. Buchanan. 

But, sir, I return to the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise, its purpose and history. I simply 
say now, (for I do not wish to go over it with 
more particularity,) that we view that act as a 
breach of plighted faith — not that they had not 
the constitutional power to repeal it, but because 
they exercised that power. I am aware that 
the President cannot see any difference between 
it and any other statute; he cannot see why Con- 

Sress had not a perfect right to repeal it because 
ley had the power. 1 do not much wonder at 
that. I have heard of men in the community 
.who never had any moral standard of right or 
wrong, except what the law defined. They 
knew that what the law permitted they could do; 
and that they could not do what the law forbade. 
The President seems to apply that reaaontng to 
this case; but the obvious reoson why there was 
a moral impropriety in the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise, is that there was a consideration 
for It, which consideration the South had and 
keptand enjoyed, and could not return. Havii^ 
bad it, there was an impropriety and an im- 
morality to use such a power without right. 

This was the second of the series of what 
we regard as acts of -aggression. It was these 
measures, undertaken by the South, prosecuftd 
by them, and effected for the obvious purposes 
already slated, procured by such means, and 
advanced fir such purposes, that created the 
occasion for the Republican party. It was an 
attempt upon their side to reverse the whole order 
of proceeding which had commenced with our 
Government, and had been continued from that 
time forward until the annexation of Texas. 
The practice of our fathers was, that the free 
Territories of the United Slates, in which slavery 
was not already existing, should be and remain 
forever sequestered for a free white intelligent 
population. When the Republican party was 
formed, it was formed simply to restore, to re- 
aflirm, and carry forward this experiment which 
had characterized the Government by the united 
voice of a common people for half a century. Is 
it at all wonderful that such a degree of success 
should have attended it? How old is it? We 
have been told here within twenty-four hours, 
that the Republican party bad not an existence 
at the lost session of Congress. It was organized 
last June, and oreanized upon this aingle prin- 
ciple; and in less than five monUis what do you, 
see by the vote? You see it carrying eleTco 
States of this Union, to eay the least of them, as 
high in point of intellect, wealth, proeperity , and 
population, as any. This has been accomplished 
by (if you please to coll it so) a newly-created 
party, not having any particular advantage from 
the preUige of its candidate. He was a man 
without political experience, young, having no 
influential family connections to push him for- 
ward, or who would do.it. They rested aimply 
upon this principle. If ao much has been done 
in five months, bow long will it take to obtain a 
majority of the whole? This success Is to be 
accounted for not by attributing to usanynarrow, 
sectional desire to interfere with the condition of 
the domestic institutions of the southern States. 
They hare their own institutions, shaped by 
themselves, conducted by themselves; they can 
be repealed by themselves, or cherished and 
r^ulated as they pleaue. The Repoblicao party 



is baaed upon a principle, as I have said, old aa 

our Governinent, old as the righta of man. This 
orgimization is nothing but ao attempt to re- 
assert and carry forward the experiment which 
our fathers set on foot, knd prosecuted by a 
united effort and united voice for half a century. 
In ehort, it is an endeavor to head off and jire vent, 
if you please, the extension of slavery into free 
TerritorieS|aa an element of power for the slave- 
holding StAes. 

I have endeavored to give my view of the origin 
and progreas of thin topic (tf difficulty. I oball 
not go at this time into partieulaia in relation to 
the manner.in which the second act of asgiesmon 
that I have mentioned, was accomplished. Time 
will not permit me to do so; but perhaps I ought, 
io justice, before I sit down, to pay att^itttou to 
some of those little topics which I consider have 
been made rather by-play — attampts, as I think, 
Uf divert public attention from the true issue — to 
lead it off with poKtical riddles and political 
catchwords for effect. The first is the topic of 
popular sovereignty. What is true popular aor- 
ercigaty? I take it to be the.exerclae of power 
by the people, or the representatives of that 
people who own the country over which the sov- 
ereignty is exercised. It is popular sovereignty 
for the people of Virginia to make their laws to 
regulate their institutions within their own State, 
through their representatives. Now, to whom 
do the Territories of the United States belong? 
Here I do not wish to be entangled with the catch 
upon the word " territory," as used in the Cod- 
stitution. I am sensible that " territory" has a 
general and a political meaning. *■ The territory 
of the United States** really means all that coun- 
try belonging to and within the jurisdiction of 
the United States Government that does not fnll 
within the jurisdiction of a particular Stale. Ail 
that is out of the jurisdiction of particular States 
is within the iurisdiction of the General Govern- 
ment, if it belongs to the country. It belongs to 
the whole country. It is not true that any i>Uta 
as a Stale, has anything to do with it, nor that 
any citizen of the United States has any rigbta 
there, more or leas, because he belongs to one or 
another State. The people of the United States 
own the territory and its whole jurisdiction if 
in Congress. It is so by the very terms of the 
cession. It is so by the very nature of things, 
if they had not juriadictionof it, there would be 
no jurisdiction over it. 

Some gentlemen tell us that in the clause of the 
Constitution giving Congress power to make all 
Tieedful rules and regulations concerning territory 
or other property belonging to the United States, 
the word " territory" means land, and therefore, 
they say, it means nothing else. That argument 
willnot do. It is true, the United States own the 
land, and this provision oftheConatitation coTera 
the use and oispoaal of the lands; but it is not 
true that therefore it covers nothing else. The 
Territories which the United States own, they , 
have the jurisdiction of.and cminentdomoin ovi-r. 
They have always exercised this power, An- 
oUier signification is that" Territory" means an 
organized municipal corporation, created by an act 
of Congress, just aa a State creates a municipal 
corporation for a city, town, or borough. You 
talk of the Territory of Minnesota, the Territory 
of Kansas — what is it? It is but part and parcel 
of tlie United Slates territory, and the creation 
which kbaa,asadietinetidentity and individuality 
different fWim the rest, is altt^ther the mature 
of an act of Congress, entirely subject to their 
control) to be changed, modified, or repealed, 
whenever they please. The manner in which the 
sovereignty of the United States is to be exer- 
cised over the Territoriei of the United Siatca 
was altogether a matter of their own discretiqn. 
They might never create any territorial govern- 
ment for any part of it, but might make lawa for 
it themselves. When ibey diif create these cor- 
porations, the notion that there was any inherent 
right in the woods, (for most of it was mere for- 
est inhabited by savages,) or anybody whomi^t 
go there, is perfectly ideal. 

The exercise of true popular sovereignly over 
a Territory is the exercise of sovereign power 
by Congress for the people of the United States 
who own the Territory. That is the popular 
sovereignty which th^ojtt. only JiAi^t exer* 
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ciaed for fifty years. Darini; that period the idea 
did not gain a foothold that aoverei^ty ehould 
be granted to (he peopte who might ^ to a Terri- 
tory, how many, or how* few, or at what time. 
If ihey have any rights, why do you not let tliem 
el<>ct or appoint their own Oovemor and j^udgei/ 
Why do rmi not let them direet idl their inauta- 
tiona i 1 r there ia f r%ht there7t)y what author^ 
ity did Cohgreaa create a goverament, each aa I 
b&To already deacribed, for Louisiana, without 
the iotemntion of any act of its people afcall? 
And yet it waa an iohabited country; there waa 
a Tery laige body of tnhabitanta there; but Con- 
gresa created for it a government in which thaC 
mople bad not the least possible paitieipatiDn. 
Such is popalar aonrergnty in its true aenee, and 
proper application, acerarding to the meaning 
which has been given to it hy the cotempora- 
neoua conatruetiott o( the men who had it, and 
tfae^ople who exenuoed it, for half a century. 

It is further to be obaerred that this matter of 
slavery is a matter of great national interest and 
concern, entirely improper to be made a topic of 
disturbance and eontroTeray in.theaeveralTerri- 
torics which may be formed, and decided in dif< 
ftrent ways by mere local legislation. Thia was 
ever ao viewed until 1654; and the ei^riment 
now on foot in Kansas is a sad commentary on 
this new doctrine and new experiment of the 
new definition of popular sovereignty. 

There is another topic of remark on thia rab- 
ject. It ia said that if -jron prohibit alBrary in 
the Territoiiea of the United States, the inhabit- 
ants of (he sbvebolding States cannot go there, 
will not go there, and that they have the same 
ri^ht u> go there that anybody else baa. It is 
SBid they ought to have the right to carry their 
property there. Every man, it is said, has the 
right (for there ia entire freedom of commerce in 
the United States) to carry his property fh>m one 
Slate to another. Put that proposiuon to the 
people of the United Statea, and every man of 
them would telljoa, "Yes, it is true j and bo law 
can be made to prevent it.** Under what clause 
of the Conatitntion is that right claimed? Itia 
that which provides that "the citizens of each 
State shall be entitled to all privil^s and immu- 
ni lies of citizens in the several States. " What 
rights are those ? A citizen of one State when in 
another State hoa the same right to the use and 
exerdse of hia power there that the people living 
there have. What right the people living there 
have, ia regulated by the sovereignty of the coun> 
try. Just so it is in relation to the Territories. 
You nay you have a right to go there. We grant 
it. Then, youaoy, you have a right to take your 
property there. That dependa upon the action 
of the aovereignt3rof the country. Tbey-have a 
ri«ht to make their own municipal laws. They 
have a right to make laws in relation to its police. 
Now, if any State, or if the aovereignty^f Con- 

fess over the Territories, makes laws which for- 
d the carrying any particular kind of property 
ere, it cannot be taken there. I will not repeat 
an argument on that point; it has been argued so 
ipany times, that such a task is unnecessary. I 
will only say, that in this respect I -agree with 
the argument of the Senator from Michigan) 
[Mr. Ci>a] — I believe he has never varied bis 
opinion OH this subject^^nd the Senator tcom 
Illinois, [Mr. Docoima,] who was ao large a par- 
ticipator in the repeal of the MisMrari compro- 
mise. 

it haa been said that tha people of the slave 
States will not go into free territory if they can- 
not carry slaves with them, and therefore that 
a prohibition deprives them of the privilege of 
aettling it. That is not ao, because they have oU 
the rights of otticre. But, further, I deny alto- 
gether, and deny it from history, that they will 
not go there. I say they will go there. It will 
be remembered, from the quotations I have mode 
from the debates of the Virginia House of Dele* 
gates, that those gentlemen say their free white 
population, who are degraded by labor in a 
alaveholding country, are fieeiog to other com- 
munities more congenial to their tastCjand where 
they will not lose position by caste. That is not 
all. I have more authority than that. I had the 
curiosiiv, in relation to our good oM "mother of 
8i;tu-!i, Virginia—the finest aneeimen, probably, 
or as fuod oi any of the alaveiioMiDf part of tot 



United Slaten— to we what haa been the effect in 

point of fact. I have taken from the census tables 
some minutes which I wish to present upon this 
point. I find that at the taking of the census of 
1650 there were residing in the several States of . 
the Union certain numoera of people who came 
from Vtrfioia, and were natives of Virginia; aod 
I wiah to nsceitain how many of those people 
who have gone out from Virginia and settled in 
other States, have settled in the free Statea, and 
how many in the slave Statea. That will test 
the fact. ' 

I grant that it is not right to include tl^ State 
of Kentucky, because the Virginians there can 
hardly be called emigrants, Kentucky was made 
from Virginia. It was a^iart of Virginia, and, 
therefore, what went out from one into the other 
should not be counted. That would be treating 
ao bom in Viivinia and residing in Kentucky, 
thoBO-who, in net, h^ never emigrated. That 
would be an improper statement of the ease. 
Leaving out Kentucky, as being originally a part 
of Virginia, I have made a table of the rest of 
the United States, and I find that Virginia has 
residing in the dilTereot States of this Union, 
three hundred and thirtV'two thousand eight 
hundredand eighty-two of'^herown children. She 
has, perhaps, the largest number of her children 
of any State in the Union residing out of her 
limit*. She has funiiahed more emigrants than 
anyotheroneStale,a8aative-borncitizcna. Now, 
let us see how many of these have gone from 
her into the new slave States, then Territories, 
and now States; and how many have gone into 
those Territories and States where the institution 
of slavery waa forbidden. If it be true that peopte 
from the slave Statea cannot and will not go to 
the free States because slavery is not allowed ! 
there, we shnll find a large minority of her children 
who have emigrated to slavtt States and Terri- 
tories. A mere majority either wav would not 
prove much. If it were so, it would prove they 
were aa much inclined to go one way aa anttther;. 
but if there were a large majority it would ibow 
that almost all would go to slavo Suites only. 

No>w, how is the fact> Of these three hun- 
dred and thirty-two thouaand e^hi hundred end 
ei^ty-two, one hundred and fifiv-two thouaand 
two hundred and twenty-eight ofVirginia's chil- 
dren who have gone abroad, have settled in the 
daveholding Territories and States ; in Aritansas, 
Alabama, ue Diatrtct of Colombia, Delaware, 
Florida, Qeorgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Miaaia- 
sippi, Midsoun, North Garolino, South Carolina, 
and Tcnneesee. To Cboae Stales which are fVee 
of idavery, and were earljr aequeatered and de- 
clared free, where that pwot was folly settled, 
there Uave gone from Viij^nin, and are now reaid- 
ing, acconnng to the census, in California, Con- 
necticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Maasa- 
chusetta, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and 
Wisconsin, one hundred and eightv thousand six 
hundred and fifly.four. Thirty thousand more 
of the children of Virginia have settled in the free 
States than in the slave Statea, leaving out Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to aak my friend a 
question. By the censoe of 1850, it appeara that 
there were, at that time, residing in the slave- 
holding States, over seven hundred thousand per- 
sons born in the non -alaveholding States; wnile 
there were residing in the jton-alaveholding Slates 
only aboat ^wo faundred thoneand persons bom 
in the alaveholding States. I have not the figurea 
before me, but I recollect them pretty nearly. In 
1850, neariy half a million Jmore peraona^arere 
residing in the alaveholding Sta£es who were bora 
in the non-slareholding Stales, than there weie of 

Sraons born in the latter residing in the former. 
ow'do>s the Senator account for that? 
Mr.COLLAMER. I fian very readily aceount 
for it. I do not know whether the fhct be so, 
but I should not be at all aurprised at it. Tho 
people of the free Statea never having seen and ' 
realized the true effect of the condition of sla- 
very, knowing practically nothing about it, it 
would not be strange if, in their progress of emi- 
gration, they should, with others, go to newly- 
opened alaveholding Statea; hut when they went 
there thev might find a condition of things en< 
tirely difieient tlom what Jbay.hail MUicifnied. 
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You may not find tboae people entirely approving 
the iostitutioa. The people of the alaveholding 
States, however, know all about it; they under*, 
stand it in all its bearings; they appreciate oil ila 
blessings; and yet a great majority of their emi- 
graola aettle in those States where thay know the 
inatitation ia never to go. Nor do 1 mean to in- 
timate that the people of the fcee States do not 
furnish their full proportion of thoaa who are 
governed by cupidity, and when they can pro- 
mote a particular advantage by holding slave* 
where it is lawful, I have no doubt they, like 
other- persona, will hold them. 1 am not at all 
certain that, if there were no law againat elaveryv 
slaves would not be foundto a considerable ex- 
tent in the free States. That is the very Teason 
why I desire that a law ahould be kept up 

Xnst it. I desire it because it is on institution 
eh does intrude itself upon a people; beeauae 
it elevates the few; because it enaies an aristo^ 
racy ; because it depreaaea the great maaaea of the 
people. 

A still more conclusive answer to the queaUon. 
of the honorable Senator is this: the free State* 
have more than double the number of populatioa 
tO' ihe free people in the slave States. Plence 
they furnish much the greaieet ntunbjBr of emi- 
granu to all parU. 

In jhi* connection I will read an extract from 
a Virginia paper in relation to the palitieal nffect. 
produced by the institution. It u on artlcte 
written by Afr. R. W. Hughes, a politician in 
Virginia, editor of the Richmond Examiner. 
After charging the New York Tribune with 
falaehood , thia writer, in his editorial, goes on to 
give what he coosideca the true view of the case, 
and like alLthe children of Virginia, he cloima a 
great deal for her. He sajs: 

" Ttninls la this CoalUeracr tt Ibe hapsis aaatlaa af 
Uie WMl'bara, mtt-edaeaied, well.bre4 ariaioeial. flba 
fwtiiliaiibeliilieBwoid and buckler at the Sooth ; tbat 
It Is ber Inflaenne wUeh bas eo fteqacnily defeated and • 
driven back in dtmnsj the AboUlion pan;.* Biavt, ctlH, 
mnddetemlaadi wise latiaMof asellMianti slwajwinis 
to Ike Slavs pow«r; usvar iMli or ladlserset, the waves of 
wmliera (hna||olra braak baruleas at her net. Ber eon- 
tempt fbr b^ nottiiera revUen ti the resalt of her eon> 
■ciouiaesi of ber Inflaenee in the pellllaal mM. Sfee 
makes and anmakea PmideaU. Bite dictatsi her tanna 
toihenorthemDeiaoervj'.andibeyobeybor. SbSMlSGis 
fcoia amoog the faitbTul or the Nortb a man upua whom 
stM con ieJy,aad9he makes bim Pretldent. Staeukeath* 
faitlatlve hi panMrinf tiaitort lika Tan Baren, ami bw 
Manof thadoatli anfteTviUi her,ui4l theinltcMaarseaia 
ouu In and oat of Consrew ia the science of polttica iha 
holds llie Worth to her purpOM." 

We hear much, Mr. I^aident, in aome quar- 
ters, in relation to the equality of the StMea; ami 
sonthern gentlemen tell ua that they will remain 
in the Union only so long as they can remain in 
it on terms of equality. Like "popular sover- 
eignty," this phrase, "eouality of States," is a 
taking catch-word. It is aeairaW that we should 
understand the- true meaning and application of 
the term. What ia mewU by thia claim of tba 
equality of the States? What are we to ondcr- 
stand by it? If gentlemen mean that evej^ Slal« 
has a right to regulate its own internal aSaira in \ 
iu own way, undoubtedly there is an equality of 
the Statea tn that respeet. But is there actual 
equality among the StMea? While 1 amatandin( 
here, the State of South Carolina, with a free 
population forty -thousand leaa than my little 
State of Vermont, haa six Representatives in the 
other House; Vermont but three. Is Uiat the . 
equality of the States of which jg;entieme» speak? 
I grani it is such equality of the Sutes as they 
ore respectively enutled to under the Conatitu- 
tton, and we will abide by it; but it is very for 
from ao actual equality. 

Under the old Artielea of Confedesation every 
State, great or small, had an equal vote. When 
they came to form the Constitution of the United 
States, that was the great point of trouble. I 
know it haa been the fashion to reprcaeot tbat 
Uie difficulty at which they stuck, the trouble 
under which they labored when the Convention 
came very neai' breaking up, arose out aoihe- 
thing connected with alave^. In laci, that had 
nothing to do with it. The trouble was thia; the 
smaller State* inaiated on retaining in the new 
formatio^i of the Government their equality in 
voting as they had had it before. They said. 

We come tt^tber as equals; sovereignties in 
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oagbt to remain eqoat.*' The larger Statea,- 
beaded by Virginia and Maasachusetts, insisted 
Aat it flhould not b« ao; that the deatintes of the 
(iountry, and its public afTaira, should not be 
^uallrcontroQed Wa smHll State like Delaware 
And a large Shate like Viipnia. There was the 
foint upon whitA the Convention ^Jmoat broke 
dp. It wai aettted, as we att know, by a com- 
Jironriae, gMl^ to the people of the serenU State* 
(heir Feiatire Vti^ht vj reptwentatidn in one 
Rouae, and to tAe Staiea sa corponttiooa their 
oqual weight ine other Home. That waa the 
eoRipromise, aitd when it ^iia made, two oat of 
the three ielegiHA of the State of New York— 
ifow a Terr great SlAtc, the .Empire State, which 
tfien called fte^aelf one of the small Slates, and 
Was very much afraid of being oTersIaughed by 
Ae larger ones — Mr. Tatea and Mr. Lansing 
went oat, and never returned. I think Mr. Lu- 
ther Martin, of Maryftind, also retired, and did 
dot come back. 

That waa an attempt to assert the equality of 
Ae Stains. It failed. Now what ia meant by it? 
What is really intended to be claimed ? I do not 
iri^ to disguise the truth; I urtderstand it to 
mean this: that there shalF be in this body da 
many Senators from the slave StAtea aa from the 
free States. The President says this election has 
Settled the equality of ttie different States and sec- 
dona. Now, the moihent we ihake sections of 
diia conntrir, independent of tb« aeetiont mods 
by the Stoteq, aAd demand that each of those 
sectibns afaall be entitled to their different rights, 
there ia no end to our snbdivisions*. The north- 
ern and eastern States, a rfianufaeturing, fishing, 
eommercial people, make one section. On this 
jUHnciple, they have a right to demand that they 
•hall have an equal cepresentation with every 
Othev flection in tlrifl Iwdy. The alaveholding 
eection claim an etjuatity with all the reat. The 
. northwestern States ihay, on the same principle, 
claim that they shall lutve a* much representatioa 
Iwre aiall the mt of the United Sutes. 

Afain, if we onee eatabliah a principle of Uiia 
kind, W8 must of course forbid ariYthing and 
•verytbing that ia ineonaiatent with it. Now, 
•appose vra take the whole Territory of the 
United States; set it off into States; ahape the 
destiny of each by providing ft>r slavery going 
into one TenitMT and not into another, and we 
Jdl know that 'nrritories will form theroaeivss 
into States aa their character ia formed when 
Territories; it haa been always so, and always 
will be ao. If slavery is admitted into a Terri- 
tory it will become a slave Strta; if skvery ia 
*rdlitbited aod kept out, it will beeoine a frae 
State. " Train up a child in the wtrr he should 
CO, and when he is old be will not depart from 
It." Thia ia as true of Statea aa of individuals. 
Hiatory showa' it to be so. Suppose ws sbQuld 
divide off our Territories so aa to have an equal 
iumber of slave aad Am States, and say this is 
the condition of things to be preesrved. Then 
De1awHJ«, Kentneky, Missouri, Virginia, and 
' Maryland, never coald abolish atavery. Their 
lining so must be prohibited, for it would destroy 
Ihfa eqailibriuib. The prindplk is one tncopt^Ia 

execution, inoonaistant whh our whole institu- 
tions, md with the theory of our Govemittent. 

Again, is there any ])ropriety in our accordiiig 
fd any one of the departineinaof the Gkivernment, 
' the aame power to six millions of free people as 
to thirteen milKona? I« it to be expocted that 
the thirteen millions shoald submit, and be asked 
to submit to go down, like the fable of gathering 
the treea of the forest together to aelect a king, 
and their saying to the bminble, ■* Come, thou, 
and rule over us?" — Hot that 1 mean anything 
oAnsivet but th< Ihct is, their mimber* do not 
MtilJe them to any such claim. 

I' wish 1 were nds to ar^c a little more at 
large aa to the exerciae of the power of sover- 
eignry. Until within a very leOent period, the 
pnnople on which our Qovemment has always 
gone in telaiton to the Territorica'ia this: Where 
slavery existed when we otrtmned tarritory, 
where U was already eatablLriwd, we have not 
forbidden it, but havQ i^en measures to prevent 
its increase; but in relatiop to all that tejtrilory 
where it did net exist lo.any appreciable extent, 
We have forbidden it. I say that u the pracucal 
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I Abuld denre to be able to argue a huHn more at 
lar^, to ahuW that this mnat neceaaanly be our 
policy. Such is the view of the Stipreme Court 
m the Florida or Canter case, to which 1 have 
adverted. In that case the court decided that 
the tegislative power of the United States Gfov- 
eram«nt, when a treaty had once annexed a 
country, extended over it; and that, in Iwislating 
for the territory, Congreaa exercised both the 
powera of the General Government atkd of b State 
government Within ita jurisdiction. 

A queation ia made as to the right to carry 
properly from one jurifidiction into another. 
Why, sir, every State of this fjnion where' tiie i 
queation has arisen — in Missouri and LouiaiAna, 
(I have before me thf citations) — ha^ decided 
repeatedly that slavery was not a natural right-, 
that no audi thing existed by the law of nature, 
and that it never could exist and never could be 
asserted unless there was aomc' law of the place 
wheft it was attempted to be asserted, to justify 
it; that it was entirely the creature of local legis- 
lation. Now, how can yon carry your slaves 
into a Territory anymore than into a Slate, when 
there ia no local legislation which makea them 
profwrtv or protects them as such. The Supreme 
Court decided this very fully in the case of Prigg 
v$. Pennsjrimnia. Not only the Supreme Court, 
but the State courts in the stevebolding States, 
have over and over again decided the same thing. 

But, pasaiiig from that, I wish to come to 
another topic which is frequently spoken of, and 
that is the subject of the dissolution of the Union. 
From time to time, as various crises have arisen 
in our political history, every now and then, we 
have had it put forth, sometimes privately, some- 
times publicly, &om the South, in their pofjera, 
in organizing conventions, in acts of their I^egis- 
laturea, in protesta submitted here by their mem- 
bera of Congress, and in individual declaitttjons, 
that if such and such things happen, they will go 
oat of the Union. When we regard the time at 
which these things ore stated, the CHicasioii when 
thie language is used, and the manner in which 
it is uttered, we cannot poBuUy mistake its char- 
acter and purpose. It is redly nothing more 
than this: '* We propose to induce you to aclun 
by thia means; we aakyou to be inflaenoed'y 
this consideration." That is a menace. It is 
threatening. It is an attempt, more or less, to 
say: "We propose and intend to do something 
whicfh we tninlc will be an injury to you, ana 
which we think you r^ard aa being a very great 
injoiy." This goes upon the ground that the 
North ham not only the particnlar duty of taking 
oare of thia Union, and preventing ita disaoiu- 
tion, but that it is their duty further to take care 
and hold their southern brethren, and ^vent 
them from dissolviag iu I do not recognize any 
Bttch duty. 

Now lask gentlemen to reflect for a moment 
on what is the tme' En^iah of any menace of 
that kind. What doea it mean ? It meana this; 

I aay to you, sir, I have tried to persuade you 
to do a certain thing; I have tried to convincs 
you that it is best to do it; I have aigued with 
you; and now I say to you that, if yon will not 
ao4t, I will do to you mdi and such an injury;" 
that is to say, "I regard you as one of those men 
who will grant from your fears and intimidation 
that which you will not grant from your convic- 
tions." Tliat ia ita language reduced to plain ' 
English. How ccm gcn^emen suppose a man of j 
any degree of spirit would act under those eir- 
cumstaoees? How does a man, wh&n another I 
tbrealana him with peraonal violence, or aUy 'i 
othe%matter of menace, receive it? Does he not . 
aay, " Sir, J coilaider that as treating mo as a : 
oowwrd; I consider that as saying to me that I | 
shall do from my fears what 1- would not do from | 
my judgnuat, and 1 cannot do anythiag in regard i 
to it unul that is entirely reuwned." Must wu i 
suppoae that a people would receive such a threat | 
dinhrently frt>m an honorable gentleman? It is j 
a menace which should not be used. 

I cannot say that these tilings hava .never hod 
any influence on the northern people. I am 
somewhat afraid that they have had at times, and 
in particular sections. 1 do not know but that I 
have seen and known men who seemed to be so 
loot to all proper sense as actually to claim it as 
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do you mean by that? "Why.the South threat- 
ened to dissolve it. and I really believed thej 
were in earnest, and 1 was scareo, and I did this 
thing, and I saved the- Union!" Men actually 
claim it aa a virtue that they faaTe granted from 
their fears what their judgment did not approve. 
I think that time has about gone by; and if the 
period has not arrived it very eoon will, when 
these mat ten wiH at lent be aeen in their trus 
light. 

Ws were told the other day by the honorable 
Senator from Vimnia [Mr. Maaov] that if really 
the majority of the people, that is, the oonhem 
I States, should actually adopt the principle of 
excludingand keeping excluded elavery from the 
free Territories, and shotUd carry it out in pmc- 
Uce, the time would have come, when there ahould 
bo aaeparation immediately and forever. Sup- 
pose tml time ahoald eome, as is not unlikely. ' 
It has frequently occurred to me what wouhme 
their declaration of independence i I presume, 
of course, they would not Uke a step of that 
kind without publishing a manifesto to the worid. 
They would dedafe how it hMtpened, and they 
would not disguise the foots. I nave no doubt if 
they undertook it they wouM^deetore the ease 
-truly, and' therefore they uTonU moke that deek- 
nttion truthfully. 

I take it, too, that they would adopt the old 
approved form. I do not mean that I think their * 
deelanUion of independence wouM contain the 
assertion that all menare created equal, with cei^ 
tain inalienable rights, such as life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. I do ttot presume it 
would contain that declaration, because I under 
stand that has been pronounced to be nothing but 
a set of higb-eounding and glittering generoli- 
ties; and at another time has bisen pronounced a 
self-evident ialsehood instead of truth. I do not j 
mean to say that I suppose tbaA would be asserted, I 
but I presume the general form would be pre> I 
served, and U woultf begin somewhat after this 
faahion: '* When in the course of human events 
it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected them 
with another, a decent respect to the opinion of 
mankind Vequires that they ahould set forth the 
causes which impel them to the separation." It 
would then proceed to set forth the causes; and 
truthfully stated, what would they be? Such a ! 
dedamiion properljr^ worded would he nomething j 
like tiiis: | 

' ' Our fathers, at the time of their Declaration of 
Indepetidence, and previously and subsequently, 
adopted the notion that mankind were competent 
to a popular system of government, and to maks 
such a system of government Bucceasful every 
white man should Iw freeand equal. They long 
entertained the idea that, in order to carry out 
that experiment .successfully, the Territories of 
the United Stetes should be entirely and exclu- 
sively devoted to the use of die free white labor- 
ing population. SUtve labor has been excluded 
from ttie Territories. They have persisted iif 
this dhurac for more than half a century. African 
slavery has been abolished in a majority of the 
old Slates; but we have retained it — we have 
realixed its bjessings— we understand its advant- 
ages. It elevates a considerabte number of us to 
a high social, political, and intellectual condition. 
It has, to be sure, a rather depressing effect on 
the masses, and especially the laboring masses of 
the white population; so much ao that we, look- 
ing at free society as we see it in the mass of 
our white population, reeard it as a failure, and 
we conchiQC it also a faifure in the North. 

*' And whereas wc consider this relation of mat- 
ter and slave as the best condition of society — 
most promotive, on the whole, of the advantage of 
all — we have recently attempted, within a few 
yeoTB, to extend this institution, for the purpose' 
of giviuf us equal weight wilh tiie most populous 
- part of tnc United Slates, and have made efforu 
to introduce it iaio the Territories where it did 
not before exist, as an dement of political power, 
and have tried to do this in various ways- We 
have not been wanting in attention to our north- 
cm brethren on this subject. We have endeav- 
ored to annex foreign territory for thepurpoM 
of securing additional slave Sta^s. We have 
succeeded to a certain extent, with the assiataace 
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endeavored to convince them that this ia a mOat 
desirable condition of'aoctety, wtlicli should lie 
adopted at Utaat in the TerrUoneii, and so finally* 
guide the destinies or the country; but they 
obstinately persiHt in fefiiaing it. We have en- 
deavored 16 persuade and convince them that it 
was the best condition, and that they ought to 
adopt i[; but we have not succeeded in our eflbrts. 
We have not rested «rith this. Wa have repealed 
agreements made by ourseltfes to keep a country 
exclusively for freedom. We have nccotnpHshed 
this repeal with the aid of some of them for the 
purpose of extending these blessings; yet the 
raass of tAcm And lault with it. We opened 
KanifeB Territory for settlement ntider a pre- 
tended aafeement, that we would leave the people 
there free, even while a Territory, to settle the 
. question; and then the men of the North actively 
undertook to repeat in that Territory the same 
efforts by ifrhich they had distributed their pop- 
ulation over all the free States, and they actually 
formed societies, as they had always done befbre^ 
to aid settlers. They exerted all the:r power to 
setlle that Territory, to establish their schools 
and academies, churches and colleges; and, in 
short, took all those steps calcolatea to exclude 
the inslitutloR which we cherish. They at- 
tempted to do these things by the same peace- 
able means by which they bau settled other Ter- 
ritories. We became exasperated; and wAen 
some people from slave Stales urdertook, by 
invasion, to elect representatives for this Tern- 
tory, we did not interfere to stop it. When 
those representatives met, and passed taws to 
suit themselves, well calculated to drive out these 
people, they would not go out. Proceedings, 
under color of these laws, were taken to burn 
their towns and destroy their printin?-presses. 
'Laws were made to stop discussion ana violence 
there, and in the Senate was justilted. We called 
them by opprobrious epithets, though their exer- 
tions had all been directed, for seventy years, to 
nothing more nor less than the extension of free 

fiopular government, and the elevation of the free 
aborin^ white community. That has been their 
effort from the beginning, in which they still 
persist, and wo could not stop it. Though all 
they bare done ho* been for the advancement of 
the free white race of the world, we have said, 6r 
at least our President has said, this is all pretense; 
what they say ia a false pretense; tneir real 
meaning is to disturb the relation between mas- 
ter and slave in the .sitive States of the Union. 
We have called them Abolitionists; we havecalled 
them Block Republicans, as if their eSbrts were 
all directed toHDancipationand not to the advance- 
ment of the free white population; and although 
their dnire is to have nothing in the worid to do 
with a blade population of any kind, they wish 
to be find are exeriing themselves to be kept 
entirely clear of the whole of theni. We have 
chareed them with beiiig Black Republicans with 
black intentions. Now having u«ed all tliose 
means For^OM purposes, ana having failed to 
succeed, we . declare that we hold them, as we 
hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war and in 
peace friends; and we appeal to God for the recti- 
tude of our intentions, and- to a candid world to 
judge of the righteousness of our cause; and we 
pledge to each olhcr our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honor." 

I suppose their dectnmtion of independence,' 
truthfully drown, would be thus formed, substan- 
tially. The issue which would be made upon it, 
if any tsaae should arise — I mean on issue of vio- 
lence and blood — would be this: could the candid 
world, thus atldreBsed by such a manifesto, or 
any truthful one, be expectcdto be f6und in sym- 
pathy with it? On thfs point, let me read itn 
extract from a speech of Mr. Clay, delivered 
daring tlie pendeneyof the eompromiss measures 
of 1850: 

" But if unhappily we stimiM be involved in wnr— in a 
civil war tKiwL'(>n the (wn porta or tills Conrfderac-y, in 
which the cflbrta upon Ihe one side should bt: to roatrain 
the inimduction of fi»very into «fiw Territories, aiul upon 
Ihe other title to furcR ita iairodutiion tberc, wii^it a 

■ PE< ril.C:i.B SHOULD WE PaESUNT TO TUB ASTTINIiillMFJMT 
OP ]|«!tKIKD, in KM EFFORT, NOT TC| PROPAdATB RinltTS, 

■CT— f niu«t Bsr, though I tnitt it wtll be underatood to be 
■aid wiUi nodeaiga toRsciia fealinf-'A warto propaoatb 
WRniaaii in the Territduich THua acqi.irkd fkoh 
Mk.\ico. ItiBouldbe a u>ar in whkh ve tKould have no 
afn9iriMsv~4># f/toA ariiAt>|^lii wMMb ntf* sUaHlif tsMW ts 



ui; forfmn tht t*mmem»mttit«f the JtewoluJfen.ioMoiio 
Ma praetU titit* tM h^vt comtaiMf rtfroaektd our JlritM 
cMcettoTt for the intToduflion of flaurru Into (At* country. 
And allow me to say, that, in iny opinion, it fa one of the 
beat deftnaea whMi can b» rmdfi lo preaerve- the Inmni' 
tion of altvery in Uiia couniry, Uwtit mm Ibfeetf u|wn na 
■fainst the wi^ea oT our sooMnn. of oar own AnArieui 
colonial anceators, and by the cnpidiur of oar BriUak com- 
merdal anceaiora." 

Mr. President,! hive spoken not one word on 
the morality of slavery, or the itlatioif between 
master and slave: I desire not'.lo malce any re- 
marks upon it. I have treated this subiect simply 
as a political question. I have treatea it fairly — 
I think faithfully, truly, as it ought to be treated, 
r have given my views, Mrktuslyentertained and 
faithfulfjr expressedi 

Now, sir, >itrftRt is their= issue* Can it be ex- 
pected that, after all the momentum which the \ 
progress of liberty has received in our country, i 
■ncrehaed and aecum'uIMed by the tfdtfitions fVom j 
the world abroad, a new system of iitstitutions is ' 
to be adopted ? Can it be *xpeeieiJ that flw free ' 
part of the United Slates are really to give the lie 
to all the actions of their fathers? Will they not 
oontiime to assert their principles ? I think it is 
rather an unfortunate issue which is attempted to 
be made by the South. It cannot succeed; and I 
am inclined to believe, toOj tiMt they are gradually 
coming to that opinion themselves. I can atri*ady 
perceive some evidences and symptoms of a feel- 
ing) on the part of the Democrauy, that the attempt 
to extend slavery into the free Territories of the 
United Estates will be a thilure, and it'had better 
be seasonably stopped. I cannot hut trust and 
believe that means will be taken to atop it. If it 
is done, that will be the end of the Republiean 
party. If it is not stopped, the Republican pBrt;f 
must go on. What will be the result at the 
end of three years can be pretty easily calcu- 
lated by what has been the result of four months* 
work. . 

TUB PKES1DBNT>B MEB8AOB. 

SPEECH OF HON. GEORGE E. FUGH, 
, OF OHIO, 

In THE S^ATE, December 10, 18S6. 
The Bentuo Iiavlii| unUer cunsideraibNi tbe motion to 
print the Aooiial MesiscB from tbe Preirideut of ttu United 
Btatea — 

Mr. PUGH said: 

Mr. Prssidemt: It is a new position for me to 
occupy here or elsewhere, that I sbonld attempt 
ft defense of the present Chief Magiatiate i^ainst 
personal imputations. { do notstond in the rela- 
tion of conndence to htm. I never received a 
fhvor Ri his hands, and never solicited one in 
which 1 liad any immediate or individual interest. 
I rise only to defend him as I would defhnd the 
humblest citizen of the BopobUc against a con- 
certed, and, n* it sesms to ibq, usfounded ssriea 
of accusations. . 

My colleague [Mr. Wade] asserts that the 
t^resident has employed libelous Lerms in speak- 
ing of a large number of our oqmmon constituents 
whovotedforColonel Fr€moniatthe last election, 
if this charge were true in any sense, I should 
unite with my colleague tn tbe condemnation h^ 
has pronouoced; for, although J would have 
deplored the elei^on of Colonel FrSmont as tiie 
grc-atest calamity thai could befall the Americun 
people, I feel bound to render my tribute of res- 
pect to those honest, patriotic, but as I think 
minguidotl, citizens of Ohio who voted for him. 
The paragraph upon which my colluague based 
this accusation is oije which I now send to the 
Seoi^tory's desk. 

The £lccretary read it, as follows: 

" Oar InadtUttDita, ftaused tn the apirtt of coafldence in 
tho h)tnlli|[«nee und istecrity of Uie peoyh), do not liirbid 
i-iiir.tns, either individually or usociated togvther.to attack 
by writinfi, cpeedi, or any "iher niciliodii man of physical 
fiirce, thcCimMltution andthe verf exrnenceofihc I7mnn. 
Undur tli« ahelier nf Utia Rniat lifeirny, and proieoud Uie 
liiwa andiitagea of ilie Government Uray await, oMsucia- 
lioiiH have been Ibruieil In ifome of the Stated of itidividunU 
wli'i, prcifttidinjr to KOi'lt only to prevent Ihi; spread of [he 
irMiiiutlnn of Rlnvery inio the pr«aem or fnture Inetionte 
S[BK« orih« Unieii, vc really inftmned witli dmire lo 
clian||0 tSe domuatic ini-litulioiH nf cxi^iing States. To 
accompM~li ilieir objccL', ihey dedicate llimHelve» to Uie 
odiouj< lask of dxprcciAttnc the Oovemtncnt orsantzaiion 
tttMCA ■tS«UMlM(tt^sU««hlBUUBMfcMtill^> 



diacriiMnats ftivecttve, not oslr Ae atbtesa of ptttlcalir ■ 
SIMM, with Whoae lawa tlwy find laiilti twit all oihare at 

ilieir fellow- ciii Sana liirounhnm ilic cnuuiry who do not 
participm with tlicin In their a.-<?nn[is upon the Conatiin- 
linn, rrnm^ and adoptPd by otir Ikthen, and clatiutn^ for ' 
tbe itrlvilHges It 1»« oeeund, Md Um bl«ssi*f4 It baa em- 
fened, the aiaady aitppon and gmtttfel reverensn of tlieir 
children. They aeuk an pbjcct wliicb they wi^ll know lo 
1)C a revolutionary one. They are porltcily mvnre Uiat the 
chahftR in the refhtiVe Mndtlinn of the wliite nnd block 
raeet in iha akveholMsg Suica, itttlcb tbey wotttd pranoie, . 
ia be^nd their IffivlblainJroriiyj tliuto tttani it id a foreign, 
object ; that it cannot he cffucrted by any pt acuful iu.-'tru- 
monmliiy of theirs; inni fbrihnn,and ttin ? tat" of which 
thpy art cUlrcw, twe oYily path m Us accnnrpKAttient li- 
through huralus oiUai, woi ravaged fields, end alaiigAiend 
populations, and all tlterc is moRt terrible in forcini, c'lia-; 
plicttled wilb civil and servile war i anil llint the nr^-i t^tep 
m Ihe attempt in the forcible dimipilnii oi n country rni- 
biaciiig lu it4 broad bosom n de^me of liberty, and an- 
amouut orindividualnnd pubtlc (irofnerity, to whicli there 
is no parallel la history, and substituting in its pinon hostile 
gnviTnnieiils, (friven at once anil incviiabfy into mutual 
di'v.istMirm antt rrilrtciclfll cnrtmge, tnin^fr>rinln^tht not* 
peaceful and ftlieitous brotherhood into a vart ^rntanent' 
camp of an»<>d men, like the rival ninnsrclilcit of Rumpe 
and Axla. Well knowing tliat each, and such onTy, nrA 
the MMDia siM tin condeqiieScsa of tkmir phiau sml per- 
paan, lliey endeavor to prepare Urn peopio of the United 
Stues ftr civil war by dolnx cveryUiiua in their power to 
dpprivu the Constitution and tlie IdA'^ of moral auihortiy, 
and to undemilne tlte liibrit: of tFi^e Union hf nppcalB t* 
painhm'BHd aectiofial prejudice, by indocitintuiiic Its people • 
Witt ranprocNl hatnld, >nd by educatinii Uiam to utand 
face to face lu enemies, ratlier than ahoulder to shoitldot 
as friendd." 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, it is impossible 
that thisparagraph should apply to the members 
of the Republican party* if, aa now aaaerled, 
they do not aim at tbe abolition b^ CongTeda of 
slavery within tlie States. It is directed against 
those who hold that doctrine, it refers to the 
men whom Uie Seilator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
WiLioK,} and tlie Senator from Afaine, [Mr. 
FugufDBH,} themselves havo dsnouuced on this 
floor. 

The President proceeds, however, to Speak of, 
another class of our citizens, with whiek diu* , 
these gentlemen claim fellow^ip: 

" It is by the agency of such unwairantilileliiterftraiea, 

foreign and domtuiic, timt tlie niiuda of many, otiiertviSS 
(mod citixcns, linve been #o inflamed Intnthe pas;lr>nat(| 
cuiiflernnation 01' the domestic Inatituljpna of ttio )>outhem 
States, as at length to paaa insensibly to almost equally 
paafionue hostility towanU tbpjr Alloiv-dtizcna of UiosS 
ritniea, and Uiua, finely, to f»\\ lulo tempnraiY fellowship 
witli ine avowed and active enemies of the Consiiiuiinn. 
Ardently attached to liberty In Uie nbmract, tbi>y do not 
atop to consider practically how the objects Ihey wauta 
attain can be secaiapliabRd, nor to reflect that, even if thS 
evU werRaagrfotaa tiiey deem it, tbey have no remedy 
to npply, and that it can be only sggcavaied by their violsncs 
and uaconstituUoniil action." 

That paragraph immediotaly follows the ona 

which was read (Vom the Secretary's desk. But 
the President itoGS not pause there; he proceeds 
to a third paragraph, in these words; 

" 1 conlldently believe tbat the great boay of thum who 
inconsiderately took this fbtal btep arc nncercly attacheil 
lo thi) Coiidiiiutloti nnd the Piiion. They nxnild, upoft 
deiiberatiou, shrinlt with nnaffectert horror from any con- 
acinna act of diannton b civil war. Bat tliey tiave t^iiHred 
into apnth which leada nowhere, unlaiw Jt he to civii war 
and disunion, and which lias iu> oUicr possible outlet. Th'.'j' 
liavc procpcilfd thoif Ihr In that direction in conspqiienee 
of thu snccc»<iive st-tges of thrir prngmw: hnvlnic eonafatsd 
of aaertef-of deconduryisaaev, mab of whiph proAwsod to 
be confined wiiliiu conatituHonal and pasceful iiD)ii:<, hut 
which Bttempi^d indirectly whni few uivn were willing 
to do directly [ lliM Is, to art aggrewivply njtaln.'t the con- 
stltiiUonal rigUi of neariy one baif of MM thiny^aa 

In effiict, therefore, the .Presrdent orpreases 
his opinion that, although these gentlwnen wer* 
actusKd by honest motives, although tbey were . 
attached to the Constitution and the Unloii — and 
he profionnoes upon them'as high a,ouh»giufa m 
Tho^ have piAnownosd upon theniselve»— yet, a» 
believes, there is no ouuei from the path which 
they now' pursue, and into wfaioii ihey Itavfe 
inoautiouily ■been led, except thro(^ disunion 
and civil war. SenaSorr may iind fault with the 
President's argamsnti they 'may find fhvib with 
h)» coneluRion;'th«y may allege that it » not 
wammced bv the premises; but I appeal to any 
candid mind— I appeal to these Senato« tham- 
nelven , u pan reconsider a tion—w hern is ihe pretext 
^or asserting that the-'Presidmt has employed 
libelous epithets toward them, or eoUed in ques- 
tion their piotiTcB OT*eood intenthms^ 

The Senator from New York- (Mr. Sewno] ' 
took occasion, in his brief obacrntiona, to declare 
that passages of thia description were wiiiiout 
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■ented General Pieree an ihe first Preaident of 
the United State* who had ever, in official com- 
munication* to Congress, apoken of the conduct 
of any considerable number of the American 
people. The Senator aeems to be as little ac- 
quainted with the language, aa with the principles 
and sentiments of Oeorve WashinKton. In the 
■ixth annual address to Congress, dated the I9th 
of Norember, 1794, 1 find this paragraph, apeak - 
ine of the citizens of western Pennsylvania, who 
had, by associations, obstructed the execution of 
the lava of tbt United States, but yhose ioaur- 
nction bad been suppressed by the military forces 
of the United States. 

"And wbcn, in the calm momenta or reflection, they 
■hall tiNve traced ibt! origia and progreta of the iniurree- 
linn, let Uiem deteiniine wheUier it luu noi been fbmented 
tty codlbuiuiona of men, who, carele«8 of cooaequcnceii, 
sod dUregardlBg the unerring truth, that tho«e who can 
ronae eanaot uwaya appease a civil conTUlcloo, have 
AiHeminaied, from an ifnorance or pcrveraion of fncu, 
M«|NCtoii^JeBloiiBHM, and accuaatlona of (he whole Gov- 
anuneat.'' 

It vould really ssem as if the line (^Argument 
adopted by General Pieree in this message had 
been taken frum the line of argument pursued by 
General Washington upon that occasion. 

But the same Senator, as well the Senators 
from New Hampshire and Masnachuaetta, de- 
clared that there was no other case in which a 
President of the United States had referred to 
the results of a presidential election in any offi- 
cial commnnicauon . Without inquiring to much 
extent, I have found two coses, the example of 
two Presidents, either of whom would be suffi- 
cient authority with me. In the second inaugural 
address of Thomas Jefferson, delivered on the 4th 
of March, 1805, he spoke in distinct terms of the 
charges which had been made against his ad- 
ministration in the newspapers, and of the result: 

" Ourtng tbU coune of adminiatrulon, and in ordrr to 
diatnrb It. the artillery of the press baa been leveled nzulnat 
sa, charged with wliaisoaverlt* licnntiouffleaa could device 
or dare. These abiwea of an Inaiituiioa lo Important la 
freedom aiul science are deeply to be r^reued, inanmucb 
U tliey lend to lessen its usel'ulness and to sap its safety ; 
ttey might. Indeed, have beet) corrceted by the wholesome 
puuisMuenta resem-d and provided by the lam of the sev- 
eral States against ^sehood aitd delomstion; but public 
duties more urgent press on the time of public servants, 
and the offenders have therefore been left lo And their pun- 
Isbment in the public Indignation. 

"Nor wasit uninteresSiig to ttieworid tliat an experi- 
ment should b« lUrly and lully made, whether IVcedom of 
dtscussion, unaided by power. I* not sulRctent for iticprop- 
■fation aiut pmiection of iratti— whet Her a Government, 
coiidiietlng ttself In the tree spirit of its constitalion, with 
seal and parity, and doing na aei which ii would be un- 
wllllog the whole world dioald witness, can be written 
down ny fUsebood and deADWiion. The experiawnt has 
been tned j yon have witnessed the scene ; our Allow- 
cHlaons have looked on, cool and ctdleeted ; they saw tbe 
latent aoaree from which these oatiifea proceeded ; ihey 
nihered anNind their paUie nineiionaries, and. when thn 
CenstitiHioa colled them lo tbe decision by suffrajic, they 
prooonneod their verdict— honorable to those who had 
Sarvod tbeai, and consotaury to the friend of naa, who 
believes be amy be Ininuisd wlib hi* own ailUrs." 

If Mr. Jefferson had lived to our timee, he 
would have learned that the falsehoods of the 
press increase rather than diminish aa our Gov- 
ernment proceeds. 

There i* another (Mvcedent. I will not read it, 
hut only refer to it. Do we not all reihember 
that, in his celebrated protest addressed to this 
bodv, aa welt as throughout his annual message 
of tne next year, Andrew Jackson referred to 
the fact of his reflection as an indorsement of his 
policy towards the Bank of the United States^ 

It may be auggesiod, however, Uiai the present 
Chief Alagistraie was not himself rsilected^ as 
Jeflimon and Jackson were. That disiinetton, 
for ihe purposes of this argument, amounts to 
naught. Tnose Senators declared here, at the 
last session— ^hey declared throughout the eoun- 

ar, in all imaginable forms — that the election of 
r. Buchanan would be a continuation of the 
|MUey which General Pierce's administration had 
inaugurated. The question whether a particular 
man was or was not renominated by tne Demo- 
cratic party, is a question with which, I submit, 
they have no concern. It has always been a 
fevorite maxim of that party to elect their Pres- 
ident for a single term. GenemI Jaekson taught 
the doctrine, and only departed from, it in con- 
sideration of very peculiar circumstances. I 
do .not speak of tbe personal conduct of this 
Administration; of its choice of officers; ol ita 
f ■ p s g s n wnt of dstiiisi wbalJur this misht hwre . 
• 
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been done better, or that should have been left 
undone. I speak of the geneeol principles pro- 
fessed by GenenU Pierce, and professed, aa I 
understand, by the convention which nominated 
Mr. Buchanan, and by Mr. Buchanan himself. 

The Senator froOi Hev Uampshire declared 
that the President had no aathorityj under tbe 
Constitution, to discuss these tonics in an exec- 
utive message. The President himself has ui- 
awered that su^estion in a brief paragraph, so 
clearly expressed, that I will quote it as a con- 
clusive argument: 

"The Consauition reqafres that tbe President sboU, 
IVero time to time, not only recommend to the emisideratlon 
of Congress such measures as he may Judge necessary and 
expedient, iKtt also that be shell give Information to them 
nf t^e state of the Union. To do this fully tnvolvea expo- 
aiiioKB of all raaneiy In UHOciaal condition of the country, 
doraestic or foreign, wtiicb essentially concern the geneial 
welfare." 

The Senator from Maine [Mr. Fbssbnobv] 
charges the President with havine asserted what 
he knew to be untrue; or, in other words, with 
deliberate falsehood in asserting that the citizens 
of the North, as a body, claim for Congress the 
power to abolish idavery within the Slates. Sir, 
the President made no such assertion. I have 
already shown that in answering some observa- 
tions of my colleeigue; but I will quote ajiother 
paragraph in order lo silence the accusation for- 
ever. The President says: • 

" While, tberefttre, in geneial)- the people ofthe northern 
States have never at any time am^ated for the Federal 
Government llie potver to interfere directly with the do- 
mestic condition of peritoits In the southern States, but, on 
the contrary, have disavowed al) Huch intentinn^, and have 
shrunk from conspicuous affiliation with itinso l^w who 
pursue their tlmatical objects if vo wed ly Uirougl) the contem- 
Igaied means of revolutionary change of the Government, 
and with acceptance of the nccessaiy consequences — a 
civil and servile war— yci many citizens have suffered 
themselves to be drawn into one evanescent political Issue 
ofaxltaiiun after another, snpertuning to the same set 
of opinions, and which subsiiled as rapidlv a.i ttiev arose 
When it came to he seen, as it uniformly' did, that they 
were Incontpatible wiUi the compacts of tlH CODStitutlon 
and the existence of the Union." 

The President declares, in so many words, that 
the citizens of the North generally have made no 
such -claim. 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. TaoHssLi.] 'ac- 
cuses the President of having falsely said that the 
Supreme Court of the United States had, in a 
long series of decision^, dedared that Congress 
had^ no power to legislate upon the subject of 
slavery in the Territories. The President has 
not said that. With reference lo tlie state of the 
question in September, 1650, when the com- 

Eromise measures were adopted, the Resident 
as said: 

" In tbe progress of constitational Inquiry and rellectioD, 
it bad now at lei^i come to be seen clearly that Congress 
docs not possess constitutional power to impose restrictions 
of this chtuacier upon any present or future State of Ihe 
Uninn. In a long series of decisions, on tlte fullest anni' 
meni, end after the moot ddiberaie consideration, the 8u- 
presw Court of the United Slates bad floally detetmined 
this point in even form under which the quoatioo could 
arise, wbetberasObcting puhUc or private rj^ta— In ques- 
tions of the pablfc doaiain, of rellpoa, of navigatibii, arid 
of servitude." 

The President did say that, in his opinion, the 
eighth section of the act approved March 6, 1830, 
which the Senator calls the Missouri compromise, 
was null for unconstitutionality; but he did not 
say that the Supreme Court had ever so decided. 
Is it a thing unprecedented for the President to 
express in a message to Congress his opinion of 
the constitutionality or uneonstitution^ity of any 
measure? Why, sir, the Journals are full of 
Such precedents. 

The Senator from Illinois was not satisfied 
with this. He asserted that the Supreme Court 
had decided exactly otherwise; and that assertion 
has been reiterated oy the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. CoLLAHxa,] and several of his political 
associates. They all refer to the case of the 
American Insurance Company vs. Canter, (1 
Peters, 546.) It is upon that rock they have buiJt 
their faith, and they can stand nowhere else. 
The Senator ttom IMinuis represented the court 
as haTing there decided that, in the exercise of 
its jurisdiction over the Territories, Congress 
employed alt the powers of the Federal and of a 
StAte Government. That wb« not the language 
of the court; nor did the court intend any such 
propoaitioo. Wiutt waathequestiooi It is easily 
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stated. A vessel had been driven ashore at Key 
West, in Florida Territory , and seized as a wreck. 
The case' was then brought before a territorial 
court, with five or six jurors, accohling lo the \ 
Spanish-law. An inquest was held on the vessel, 
and she was condemned as derelict, and ordered i 
to be sold, and the proceeds paid to the salron. | 
The masterof the vessel, when' he 1^ her on the i 
high seas, thus abandoned her to tbe underwriter, j 
to wit, the American Insurance Company; and 
the underwriter brought an action of trover 
against the purchaser under the judicial sole, 
chiming that the territorial court bad no jurii- 
diction m admiralty, and could not take cogni- 
zance of a case of wreck; and, therefore, lh« 
judicial proceedings were entirely void. 

This question came to the Supreme Court for 
determination. Mark you, sir,it wasaqtiestion 
of admiralty jurisdiction. If Uu tcrrilonal court j 
had juriadiouon in admiralty under the Consti- ' 
tution, there was an end ofthe underwriter's case, I 
because the judgment in admiralty beine, oi 
lawyers say, a judgment in rem, bound all par- 
ties interested in the vessel, and extin^ished ih« 
claim of the underwriter as well as of the owner. 
The argument was, that the admiralty jurisdic- 
tion of the United Slates could only be exercised 
by courts the judges of which had been appointed 
by the Fresid.eat and confirmed by the Senate. 
Th^Jurisdiction of the United States in admi- 
raltv was admitted to be unltno^ied aa well oi 
exciusive,and,iQ fact, that has since been decided 
in nd many words. But the proposition was, 
that the judges of the territorial court bad never 
been appointed by the President and confirmeil 
by the Senate. What did the court answer? 
The admiralty jurladiction of the United State* { 
can be exercised within the Stales only by courti | 
whose judges are thus constituted; but as to the 
Territories, Congress, in the exercise of its geo- ■ 
eral authority to establish and promote a terri. 
torial o^anization, can confer this nnlimited 
adiniraltr jurisdiction, which is excIuaiTe in die 
United States, upon any court it may choose to 
establish or adopt. Mr. Chief Justice JVlArsball 
said: 

" It has been contended, that tiy the CTonstittitiaii t)M 
Judicial p(iwi>r of tbe United States extends to all eases 
admiralty and marl time jnrisdictjoa ; and tbat me wtwls 
of this Judicial power roust be vested ' in obo SupceaM 
Court, and in such inferior courts aa CougreoM shall frm 
time to time ordain and establish.' Hence ti bas ben 
argeed, that Oonnresa caonnt vest odmiraJty Jorisdietlaa 
in ooarti enatsd by tbe^Teirimrial Legislanre." 

That'was the ailment. What was the an- 
swer ? 

" We have only to pursue Oils sublect one step faitbti 
to perceive Aat tliis provision of tbe CoostimtioB does not 
apply to it"— 

the provision for the organizaUon of courts. 

" The next eennnee declares, that * tbe Judgea, both sf 
the supreiiie and inferior courts shall hold their officH 
during good behavior.' The Judges of tbe superior courts 
of Flonds bold their offices litr-four yean. Tbe»c coum, 
then, are not constituiioaal courts, in wbich the Jndif ni 
power conferred by the Constitution on tbe OeneraJ Gov- i 
ernmenican beilepoiitted. They ate incapable of receiviai I 
it. Tbey are legislative courts, created in virtue of i:w 
general right of^Mveieigniy which exists in the Govern- I 
ment, or In virtue of that clause which enatries Concrea 
lo make all needftil rules and rwolatioiM resprcunf 
the territory belonging t« the United States. The Juris- 
diction with which tiiey are mvested is not a pan of tbat 
Judicial power which is dedued in thft third article of ihs 
Constitution, hnt is conferred by Congress, in the execniios 
of those gcnemi powers which that bofly pnaeewe* oret 
Ihe Territories of tbe United Slates. Althougli lulminJty 
Jurisdiction can bo exercised in the dtatea in thooe cimru 
only which nre established tn pursuance of tbe mird article 
ofthe Constuution, the nme limitation does not e»>ad 
to the Tenriiories. In legislating fbr them, CoiqtreM exn- 
cises the combined power of the General and of « State 
Govern men L" 

Not that Congress exercises aU tbe powers of 
the General and a State Government over the 
I Territories; but that, in reference to admiralty 
I jurisdiction — a juriadietion exclusively and un- 
ilimttedly conferred on Ihe United Stales by t^ 
I Constitution— Congress, when providing territo- 
I rial courts, employ the combined power of the 
GeiHiral and a State Government. The Supreme 
Court, in fact, has never considered the gpneroi 

fuestion, or, at least, has never decided it; but if 
understand the principles establiahed by that 
court in a number of decia ons, there can be no 
conclusion except that vnieh tbe President has 
indicated. We must understand first what is 
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persons wiihinitajuriBdiction. ThatUadmirably 
expressed in a ease which po— cMwr some tocal 
intrreal aa connected with the Suue of Kentucky 
and the Slate which I represenu I refer to the' 
cjise of Strader at. Ghaham, (10 Howara. 93.) 
It was of thia nature: Certain negroea, masieiana, 
whovereheld aaalaves intheStateof Keniuekyi 
had been allowed by their taaater to frequent the 
Swte of Ohitf, for the porpoae of giving ezbibi- 
tione of their mnaieal mttainmenta; but alwaya 
relumed, after a limited period, to the residence 
of their riiaster. Afterwards, a boat naTigatinf; 
the Ohio river between Loaisville and Cincinnati, 
permitted these negroes to oomtf on board, and 
thus they finally escaped from aervitude. Ad 
action was brought for their Talue. The court 
of appeals in Kentadty gave judgment in faror 
of the master. The case waa brought hither to 
the Supreme Court, upon the proposition that 
ths negroes, haTing ooee been allowed to visit 
the State of Ohiot where slavery did not exist, 
thereby beeaine ft«e, and coadd not afterwards be 
reduced to slavery. What said the coort lo that? 

" Every Siste has an nndoubted rf^t to determine the 
ElatM or domeftic aad social conditiOB of tiM iierMHia don- 
icilcd wicbia ita tenliory, except in m Araiuie powers ot 
the l*taww, in tbia rMpecl, ore teatrained, or duties are im- 
pKvd iipnn lliein.bjruie Conntltuiion ofine United BFuea. 
There in nothliif fit the Oonitltaikon of the United StMei 
that csn io sny de|tre« connoi the law of Kenturky upon 
this vulfject. And ttie condition of the nefrora, tli«rel'ore, 
u 10 rrcedoin or ttlavcry, otter their return, depended alto 
f ptber upon Ihe low* or that Btote, and could not be in- 
fluenced by (be lawd of Ohio. It was exrlaBlvely in tiM 
power or Keniuctyu) deiemilM R>r itaelf, whstliar Aeir 
empicwnM^Dt in onoUier State iboald or sboald act make 
tbcni free on thUr retnni." 

Ifow, air, let ua begin with this propositira, 
to wit: each State of the Union haa an absolute 

and undoubted ri^ht to prescribe the domestic 
and social condition of all pcraons within its 
tirailB. What is the condition of a new State 
which presents itself foradfnission? When Con- 

§ress shidl ^ve adniiLted it, confessedly, the 
uite will be invested with nil the rights and 

Sowers of the old States. There cannot be two 
egrees of States in this Union. It cannot be that 
some States have greater privileges than others. 
It mtiat be that, in order to support the Federal 
Government, each Slate, new or old, haa the same 
undoubted and absolute right to prescribe the 
domestic and social condition of all persons within 
its limits. If such be the auitude of a State just 
admitted, with what propriety — by what author- 
ity under the Constitution, can Congress require, 
upon the eve of tulmission as a sovereign con- 
stituent of the Union, that a Tenitory shall 
submit to conditions which cannot be imposed on 
a Slate? 

Thia point waa somewhat considered with ref- 
. erence to the State of Ahtbama; and since it has 
been debated so much I will endeavor to. ascertain 
what views the Supreme Court does entertain. 
You will recollect, sir, that the Territory of Ala- 
bams was subjected to the ordinance of July 13, 
1767, by act of Congress, with an ezcep}ion of 
the anii-slavery clause. All other provisions of 
the ordinance, all the articles of compact except 
one — for there were six articlea, and tlial in rela- 
tion to slavery was one of the six — were extended 
over it. The question waa identical, therefore, 
aItliou;;h the cose related to what are called ripa- 
lian titles. 1 read from the opinion in FoUani's 
Lessee vs. Hagan, (3 Howard, 312:) 

" Taking the Icgiflaiive acta of the Unliipd ,8uiea. and 
the Staica of Virginia and Oeonia, and tbnlr deeds of 
cHsion to the United 3iate*,andglvliif toeacHsepoiateiy, 
aud to all Jointly, a loir interp^eution, we muat come to 
tbe conctuaion that it was One inteotion of ths portiea to 
iavest llie United Stotca with the eminent domain or the 
country ced'^d, botli national and mooleipal, tar Ihe pur- 
poMs or temporaiy Ooramment, and to bold It In truat (br 
tlie perfonnanee of tbe fQpalaiiono sod condlitona ei- 
pcewtd in tbe deeds of ecMioa and the legislative acta 
rnonccied wilb Ibem. To a racreet asdentondint of ihe 
tishu, powera, aud dutf ea of tbe psitlea to ibsM contracta. 
It u neceaaary to enter Into a mora minota examlnailoti or 
tbe right* of eminent domsiD,aBd the right to the public 
laoda. When the United Stales seceptedthe ceaalon of 
tiie territory, Uiey looli upon tliemtnlves the truit lo bold 
the ninnlclpal eminent domain Iter tbe new Stale*, and to 
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That is to say: Congress, in taking upon itself 
the control of a Territory, acts as a trustee for 
apeciSi>d trusts; and what are those trunU? To 
invest the new State, when admitted, with all the 
powsn and privil^es of on origiiMl State of the 



Union. If that be so— if such be tbe trust which ! 
Congress must discharge toward a Territory, it j 
would beaflagroot violation of its duly as truatee 
if CongTOSs suould, during the territorial form of 
government, impose any reflation which it lute 
not power to impose on a State at ^e time of 
admission. 
Again, air, the court said: 

" Tbs rigtat wMeh balooKi lo the aocfMy, or to the aov- 
ereiga,ordila|M>aing, in ca«e of neceaalty, and for Ihe pablle 
aarety,orall tbe wealth contained in tbe State, ia called the 
MUnetU doMin. It ia evident tliat thlti right ia. In certain 
oaaea, neeeaaatyto htm who goveraa, and ia, conMqnently, 
a port of the empire, or eovereign power. This defini- 
tion alwwa that the eminentdoinain,altlMUgh a aovereigo 
power, doea not include all aovereigii power, and thia ex- 
plains the aenae in which It it wei in thia opinion. The 
compact made beiwt^n Ibe United Btatea and the State of 
Oeoifia waa atoeiioned bv the Coostitudbn of tbe United 
diatea ; by the third sectiMi of the fbnith article of which 
It ia declared, tiut ' new States may he adniiued by tbe 
Congreaa into thiatTnion ; but no new State Bhalt be Ibimed 
•r arecied witbin tbe juriadictlon of any oiber State, nor 
any Sipte be formed by itae Jaoetioa of two nr more States 
or pana of Staiex, without the cunaenl ot the Leglalaiurea 
of tbe Statea concerned, as well aa of Con|reaa.>'' 

This affords a complete answer to the propo- 
sition advanced by the Senator from Vermont 
yCsterday, that, because the United Statea hold 
the right of eminent domain in the public lands 
daring the territorial form of government, they 
are therefore invested with universal legislative 
power. The court declared that, although the 
right of eminent domain ts a sovereign power, 
it does not include all sovereign powers, and, 
among others^ does not ineludie legislative au- 
thority. Agoini 

" When Alabama waa admitted Into the Cnlos, on an 
equal tbotlng with the original State*, abe aueeeeded tnalt 
therigbtHof wvereignty, JuriMllction,BndeBiliieni domain, 
which Geor|ria ponMBsetfnt tlic date nf tbe eeaelon, except' 
■o Air aa Uiia right wan diialniabed by tbe public landi 
remaining in tbe poaseaaloR, and under the control, of the 
United States, fhr the tsmporaiT purpoaes pmvided fbr In 
Uie deed oreesaioB,andtbelasulaiiveaeis connected with 
It. Nothing remained to tbe united States, according to 
the lernia of ttie sgieeaient, bat the pabHc hutda | and If 
aa expfeaa ailputation had bera liwerted In tbe agreement 
granting tlie municipal right of soveraigaty and eminent 
domain to the tinned Slatea, aneh stipulailon would have 
been void ani Inoperative, because tbe United Siareataave 
no conatittitloaal capnelQF to exenlse munieipsl JmlMlie- 
ilon,soversl|Biy,arsiiUiient domain, wltUn the lintHs of 
a Sioie or JsBw her e, exeept ta lbs cssaa in irtneb It U 
expreaaly ftanted." - 

Yet further: 

*' By the aixtaentb daoae of tbe eiabth seettoa of the 
llrat article of tbe Conatiliitlon, power U given to (;ongreHs 
' to exercire excliialve legialatioii In all caaea whatsoever, 
aver such district (not exceeding ten mile* tquare) oa moy, 
by ceasion of particular Statea, and tbe acceptance of 
tiongreaa, lieoMne the aeat of Govemmeot of Uie United 
Statba, and to exercise like ouihority over all places pur 
chaaed, by the consent of the Legiflainre of tlie Slate In 
which (be aune maybe, fbr the erection of forts, niaga- 
Binea, amenals, doeb-yarda, and nther Reed'^l bsUdiuiB.* 
Within tbe INattict of ColmnNa, and ihe oiber place* pur- 
chased and used for tbe pnrpoaea above inontioned, tbe 
national and municipal powera nf government,* of every 
description, are united In the Government of tiic Union. 
And these ait the only eases, wiltiln Ibe United Staters la 
wlilch all the powers of gnvsmment are an lied In n riagin 
Goveminenii except in ttie caaes already meniioned ofine 
temporary territorial gnvemmentii, and there a local gov. 
rftanent exisu. Tbe right of Alabama, and every other 
new Slate, to exerciae all lite powers of government whieh 
beloaa 10, and mov be eierclaed by, Ibe original Staiea ol 
the Unlno, niUKi lie admitted, ana remain unqaevtioned, 
except so fhr aa they are, temporarily, deprived of conirol 
over tbe public landa." 

In the same opinion, the court said: 
" We think a proper examination of thia anbjeei will 
ahow that the tJnIied States never held any municipal 
aovereigiity,]arisdii.'Uoa,or right of soil In and to tbe terri- 
tory of which Alabama or any of the new States were 
formed, except for lemponur purpoaea, and to execute tba 
tniats created by tbe acii of (he Virginia and Georgia Legla- 
latiire^i and the deeds nf cession execilled by them to the 
United States, asd the trust created by tlie treaty with tbe 
French B^pMic, of tbs aoih of AprU, 180^ ce4lB| LotUsi- 
ano." 

Agaii|: 

" Whenever tbe Ualtad States shall have Aitly executed 
diees tniMa,tbs moniciBal sovsrei|nty of the new States 
will be compieu throngnoat their respective borders, and 
they and the nrlglati Staiea Will be nponsn equal Ibodiig In 
til revpstM WbBi«vor.>* 

Once more: " 

" Alabama is, therefore, entitled to the i>overelBty and 

iurisdiciton over all the territory within her linilu, snb- 
eei to the common IBW, lo ihe same extent ihltGeorvia 
poas c aa o d it before ahe ceded it to the United State*. To 
matniaiii any other doctrine la to deny that Alabama haa 
been admitted into the Unton on an equal ibotlng with ibe 
original Sta tea i be Coaantuiioa, laws, and s n sipset to (hs 
eoaim; BOtwithnaadlBg." 



That, ia not the only dedsioii. tt ts the most 
elaborate, and, in my judgment, i^perhctly con- 
clusive, tn in the cose of Stradsr m. Graham, 
( 10 Howard, 95,) to which 1 have already alluded, 
tbe court said: 

" But the whole qnetthin upon Ois ortlBsacc of 17B7 sad 
tbe octtaf Coagraaa extendi og It te other territorr aftBr- 
worda ^nh«d, waa eartiftaUy eonsldsred In PolfanI st. 
Hapui, 3 Howard, SIS. Tbs saljfeet Is fWly exsmiaed ia 
tbe opbiloa ptoscweed In that ease, irtth which we cen- 
cnr] and it la soAcieat now to refor to the resaoaiaf and 
principlea by whieh thatlndgmant la maintainedi wltbotU 
entering again npon n foil examination of the question." 

Accordingly, the court decided in this case 
(Strader «t. Qraham) that the ordinance of July 
13, 1787, articlea of compact and all, became 
nugatory and void, as to the State of Ohio, when 
she was admitted into the Union; and>of course, 
the same principle applies to Indiana, Iltiaois, 
Michigan, and Wiaconain. 

These are some of the decisions undoubtedly 
to which the President referred. 

Tbe Senator from Illinois (Mi:. TaintanLL] 
declares that the Republican party acknowledges 
the right of a Territory, when it ia about to form 
a State government, to determine whether it will 
tolerate or' exclude slavery. He -agrees to the 
decisions of the^upreme Court in that respect. I 
have listened with great attention to my colleague 
on several occasions, hot I do not yet understand 
whether he consents to the proposition. Be that 
as it may, sir, what will become of that ominous 
paragraph in the platform of the Republican party 
of dhio, to the effect that no more " slavk 
State* ' ' shall be admi ued into this Union ? What 
becomes of the loud, but as it woi:l<l now seem 
entirely delusive, assertion, that the act of March 
6| iS&O.eonaecraied Nebraska and Kansas lo free- 
dom for all time? How can my predecessor (Got- 
emor Chase) and the Senator from Mamaeliu- 
setts, [Mr.. SoMHea,] not now in hit seat, Justify 
their pronunciamiento against the first Kansas- 
Nebraska bill, which did not propose to repeal the 
act of March 6, 1830, but merely declared that 
those two Territories fwhen they came to be ad- 
mitted, aaSlsUs, into tVUnionl ehottid be admit- 
ted " with or without-slavery" as tlwir people 
might determine ? 

Sir, it seems to me that this dilemma is perfectly 
fatal. Either the Republicana do claim that Con- 
rress shall dictate terms of admission in this par- 
ticular to a new State — which the Senator tram 
Illinois admits, sad which the Suprema CoiiH has 
decided to be nneonstitntiooal'— or else the Repub- 
lican orators have misled their people into the be- 
lief that the Missouri net of 1890 had thecharacter 
of a perntsneitt regulation; whereas it was tempo- 
rarv, and mast soon have lost all its effect. 

But all these Senators insist that the doctrine* 
of the Republican party muat be ascertained from 
its platform. Tiie Senator from New Hampshire 
has never seen a man anywhere who advocates 
ihe power of Congress to legidste on the sobjeel. 
of slavery within ths States. Tbs Senator mMi 
Massachusetts has aeen several such, end eup- 

goaes they amount io all to some thousands. The 
enntor from Illinois says that doctrine has been 
repudiated distinctly in the Philadelphia platform. 
The Senator from Maine says the Repablicans 
disavow ^all conneetion with men who profess 
that doctrine. 

Mr. FES3ENDEN. All connection with their 
principles. 

Mr. PUOH. I accept the qnalifieation. Jt 
does not affect the nffnmeoi. Wlian questioned 
closely, hovrcver, he odEnowledm that this du- 
avowal is not contained in the Philadelphia plat- 
form: but then he says,' it was mode in stf the 
Republican Bevopapers. When referred lo the 
New York Tribune, however, he admita that 
all tbe Bepabiican .newspapers did not purooe 
that eourae— bat only eome of them; whieh, tn 
be sure, he does not tell us— none that I remem- 
ber. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I take it that the Senator 
recollecta my explaoaiieo. It was that a party 
in making ita platform does not andertake tQ 
assert what tt does not hold— what it does not 
agree tt>— but what are ita positive principles; and 
then was no neeeesity for the Republican party 
to set forth in detail what doctrines it did not 
maintain, but only those which it did faoliL 

Tim pa«gr ?««fjl^$^d'By«^1»OgIe 
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Mr. PtJaH. It wems to me, with all due 
reatiTt m ihf %cnntor, that proposition «tnnot 
avHil Iitni. Tll4^ Cincinnati plnttbm) is full of 
renoliiiionn df nyiiig tlie power' of Con^reiw to do 
tlii8, (hat, and ihe other. The platform of the 
old Whi^ party wan full of such negtftire reaOlti- 
tions; ana, in met, the Philadelphia plntforrB con- 
tains one rcaoltuion of that sort. A party ia just 
aa much bound to declare itg opiniun against a 
partioular measure as for it— aeainst n particular 
course of legiatation or apartieuiar claim of power 
as for it. 

Ml-. PESSBNDCN. Dora the Cincinnati 

platform disrlfum all connection With the prin- 
cipli's of thosB mpn ? Do«>s that deny ihem t 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 
- Nfr. FEySENDEN. Where? 
■ Mr. PUGH. I will show the Senator the dif- 
ference between the platforms pn aently. 

Mr. FBSSE^fOE.V. I do not ask for the 
di^erence; 1 ask whrre the Cincinnati platform 
discincily disavows its disbelief in the principles 
of the ultra-AboIitionim ? 

Mr. PUOM. It dKClarea that Congrea« ha< no 
power, directly or indirectly, to interfere with 
•lavery in the Statea. That resolution is at Icaat 
twelre years old. • 

Besides,' Mr. President, the second resolution 
of the Philadelphia platform, if it has amjaie- 
nifipation, affirms thai Congress can and should 
/efuse to admit new States inio the Union, except 
upon the condition that slavery shall be forever 
excluded from their borders; and f\irtheni)Ore, 
shall HO lesinlaie to abolish slavery in the 
Statea which now tolerateil. I have that resolu- 
tion before me; I Will read it: 

"5. Retotird, Ttint,witIiour rppublliiin Rithprs.weliold 
Ittn be aseircvidPTii truth ihni All iilen are •^idouMrd with 
the taahenable nftii to lite. Iiburty. and tbe pttmuii nfliap 
pinG«; aiid ibaiihe pnuuuy Altject oihI ulterior do^igii of 
oar J-''i*d'>ral Gnvcramniii wore lo iifcure thosC ri^JilK in ntl 

fierraii't within lis csclu-iiVR ]iiri<>die[ion ; tliaianour rrpiib- 
Ican fiubm, when thev lisd aboliKhrd i-)aV«rr in all our 
Bttinnal tenitrvy, ordatned ihnt no pcnwii rirauld b« d« 



prlved fif lil^, libcny, or propcny, wi^tiout due prooew of 
law, It bpcnineii (inr duiv to m^iain Ilils |irovision of 
Consdtutinn airalnst all niteinpni (n violate It, lo pr<-iTnt 
■he MBUUiMiBni Ml' Hiivery in the Temtnrieii of the Uni- 
ted States by positive lesiflaunii proliitutiug its eziMsnce 
Ifaerein. Ami wcdeny the aiiihw ity orCoiisrcas.oraTt^r- 
ritnrial Iie^i-'latutiT, of anv individiud nr awooiation Of indi- 
vidual", lo give les.il erfiteiien lo niavery in any Terrilory 
or the Unitcd'Staieswbile tha present Otmnltntion bImII be 
MOinuined.'t 

Now, if neither Con^aa, nor a Territorial Le* 
dwlature, nor any individual or aaaociation, not 
even a convention of delefcates to form • State 
eonatitution, can give le^I existence to slavery 
under the Coitstiiution of the United States, as 
here as^rted, there certainly can never be an- 
other slaveholdin^ State admitted into the Union. 

Mr. PES^ENDEN. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will call hia attention to one of the articlea 
of the Philadelphia plmform, whioh reads in this 
way: 

■* JteMfre< That the nninten«nce of iho priaeiple* pT»- 
mulfBiMlin liic DeclarEtionM' Independence, and embodied 
tn tlie Federal C'ansUtutioii, ii CH^cntlal lo the iin^servatron 
of niir repiibliraii iiMiiiuiioiif ; and tliai the Fedpral Con- 
siltntion, t)ie ti^i« of the Statea, and tlte I^nlort of the 
Btatcfl, abatl be jinMrved." 

Mr. PUOH. It seema to tne, with all defer- 
pncc, that nothing is gained by that saggestion. 
The gui^siion, what are the rights of the States, 
remains lo be decided. The Senator and his 
associates profexs to be in favor of the Union. I 
do not call m qnestfon their sincerity; but during 
the last summer I was astonished, and ashamed, 
as an American citizen, to rend the declaration 
made, or reported aa having been made, by one 
of their prominent leaders— I mean the present 
Speaker of the House of Represematives — that he 
could look forward to a time when the whole of 
dlia country ahoutd ba consolidated under a cen- 
tral military despotism ! Thst would not be the 
Union of oar fathers; I devve no vtKh Union aa 
that. 

But I was endeavnrmg to state, exactly, two 
deductions fi>om this paragraph in the Philadel- 
phia platform: 

I . If neither Congress, nor a Territorial Legis- 
lature, nor any individual or association, not 
even a convention of delegates to form a State 
conHiinition, can "give legal existenoe to sls- 
'very"andcrthe Constitntion of the United States, 
(as iiere amtveAt) «lMt* mtmaky oenr «lB be 



anothn- staTeholding State estabtUhed ot ad- 
mitted. 

2. The resolution does not content itiwif with 
a denial of the power of Cottgress to establish 
slavery; but declares that a duty is imposed on 
Congress to prohibit " ita existence" forever in 
the Territories, by virtue of a clause of the Con- 
Btitutioti particularly specified. That clause (the 
fifth amendment) applies to the States and the 
Territories in equal degree; and if it imposes the 
duty here asserted in respect to the Territories, 
it can impose no less duty in respect to the 
Sutcs. 

That this second resolatton was intended to 
have a larger operation than merely to affirm the 
power of Congreas over the Territories — to pro- 
Jiibit or abolivfi slavery in them — is nident ft-om 
the fact, that anniher and separate resolution (the 
third) has been devoted to that subject. Here it is: 
" That the ConjciiutloB eonfrts omm ConRresa sovewl i a 
power over the Tsrriiortes of the (United States lag iheir 
■onranitnt, and that in the cxercme of iliis powsr it U 
Both tile nglit and tlte datyof UonRieM to praUbit In ita 
Territoriei iboce twia relics of batbaruoi, pdrsamy sad 
(lavery." 

And the platform expressly invites (reaolulidn 
ninth) the cooperation of those very men whom 
the Senator from Mains says it repela. Allow 
me to retwi one aeotance: 

"That wa InviM the aOUMon snd eoOpemion of tlte 
men of all parttea, however diflbriag iVonvua In other re~ 
specia, io Muppon of the iMinciplea hcreiu declared." 

If we turn from the platform of the Republican 

Earty to the conduct of ita members, we shall 
ave equal occasion to be astonished at the decla- 
rations which have been made here. 1 underatand 
.the Senators to assert that the Republican party 
oppoaes all inierfet«nce with slavery in the States. 
Why, sir, there is no ijuestion connected with the 
institution of slavery in the States of more vital 
concern, than the provision of some effectual 
method for the redelivery of fugitives to their 
masters. 1 have before me an act passed on the 
6th of April, 1856, by the Legislature which has 
reelected my colleague to this body, the purpose, 
the inevitable effect of which is to obstruct, and 
indeed altogether defeat, the execution of the sev- 
eral acts of Congress for the redelivery of* fugitive 
slaves. Similar.statutes have been passed by the 
Legialaturee of Vermont, Massachusetts, Connec- 
ticut, Michigan, and Wisconsin — bodies which 
as clearly express the sentiments of the Repob- 
tican party as did the Philadelphia Coovsation 
itself. 

It may be objected, however, that the aa of 
September, ISw, is odious. Odious in what par- 
ticular? Odious, as you all know, because it re- 
delivers the fugitive to his master. That is the 
odious feature. That it in against which these 
Senators here protest. I have a resolution, pre- 
sented by my colleosue at the laat session, from 
the Legislature of Ohio, instructing Mm and me 
to use onr best exertions to procure the repeal of 
that act at the earliest practicable moment— not 
ita amendmeut — not the alteration of any 
jectionable detail — not ita reeonstrueiion, but its 
utter and total repeal, so that the Constitution may 
remain altogether unsupported by legislation. I 
have oAen propounded tlie queation — I will pro- 
pound it now, probably with no belter success 
than heretofore— what. fugitive slave act will these 
Senators agree to i Why,in the course of all liia 
publie career, either as a member of this body, or 
as a member of his State Leg^islature, has no one 
of those Senators ever proposed a bill, unobjec- 
tionable in ita details, to render eilectual the Con- 
stitution of the United Slatesin this particular? 

If a persistent reftesal in every shspe and form 
to render obedieQce to such a plain provision of 
the Constitution — and not jnerely a neglect of 
duty, but a positive attempt to prohibit and ob- 
struct its performance — if this be not adirect and 
palpable assault^n the relation of slavery within 
the States, I confess myself unable lo understand 
the English language. What does the Constitu- 
tion reauire? The second section of the fourth 
articlt^rgvides: 

" No peraon bcld lo aervice or lalmr in one t*lnie, under 
the Ibwh ihoreof, eMcsping tnln another, Khali, in cnnae- 
qiience of anv law or reetilation ihvein, be diMsharged 
frani any Midi service or labor,faat**aU ie detiiweri ay on 
olaiai of iIn oorly u wdom soofe serviM or labor mmf be 
due." 



And yet, as I Itavs said, the present Le^sla- 
tureof Ohio has passed an act arming its probate 
judges, officers irresponsible in decree, with the 
power, and commanding all ahcrins and consta- 
bles under heavy penames, to wrest from iht 
custody of the marshal of the United States every 
ftn^tive slave arrested in obedience to the law 
which Congress has passed. That the enactment 
of April 6, 1%6, and every one tiffe it, will be 
declared unconatitutional and void by the Su- 
preme Court on final appeal, I faase not the least 
, doubt; but mmnwhile what will be the eliect? 
i To embroil die States in ai^ry controversies; to 
give countcDance to the ten thousand schemes 
; which have been set on foot by unprinctpied and 
; dishortest men, to interfere with the property of 
' others; to renew those disontera and commotions 
which have done so much to alienate ihe South 
and the North for years past. 

The Senator from Maine say;! that the Rejiub- 
lituma only object to the extension of slavery inte 
Territories now free. The Philadelphia plat- 
form cmitaina no such qimlificaiion; but dedans 
that slavery is to be excluded from mil Territs- 
ries. The platform denies the power of a Terri- 
torial Legislature, or even or a constitutional 
convention, when ibe Territory is on the eve of 
admission as a State into the Union, to establish 
or otherwise tolerate sTafvery. The Senator from 
Illinois afiirms that auch a convention can estab- 
lish it; and so in cffea the Stiprema Court has 
repeatedly decided. 

The platform contradicts itself; for whereas 
it declares that Congress cannot establish, but 
must prohibit slavery in the Territories, it also 
declares that Congress has been clothed with 
" sovereign power^' over them (the Territories) 
by the ConBiiiution. 

In fact, sir, the right of Congress to legislate 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories is 
claimed under this pretense of sovereign power 
in Congress. Swtreign power! d^hcnce is it 
derive^? Not from the Constitution of the United 
States. Tljereis no such phrase in it — no clause 
from which any power of that description could 
reasonably be inferred. What is sovereign power? 
Here is one of Blacksione's definitions: 

" Lefbinturc, aa was before ob^rved, ia the greatest act 
of anperiority tiiat can be exercised by one briag orer 
anotbsr. Whrrclbre it it requisite to the very aaaeRCC of a 
law, that it ba made by ibe aupniate power. Sovcreigaty 
and trgif laiure are, indeed, convcrtiUe terota ; one cannot 
aubsist widiuut the other." 

If Senators onjy mean to declare that Congress 
has power to establish, and within the limitations 
of the Constituiion to control a territorial govern- 
ment, I havb no serious objection; but such ia 
not their idea at all. The expression " aoverf ign 
power" is used in the Phihidelphia platform to 
signify a right to bind, absolutely and arbitrarily, 
against their will, the inhabitants of the Territo- 
ries. In other words, it is the power claimed for 
the English Parliament. Blackslone (1 Black. 
Com., 160) defines the phrase ** sovereign pow«r'* 
in this' sense: 

" The power and Jurisdiction of Paniamtent, wiyit Sir 
Edward f.oke, U vo tran^tcendeat and abnoiuic, thai it cnn- 
not be confined, cfttier for cauaea or penona, within any 
boflnda." 

That is what is claimed in the Philadelphia 
platform for Congress, aa respects the Terri- 
tories. 

" It Itaib aovercign and uncontn>nable auttioriiy in the 
making, i.-oi)ttnHlng, enlarging, restraining, abro^ting. rr- 
pcall|j^',rfvtvtiii, and expoundlngof laws, concerning roat- 
lerani'nll puMlhk- denoniuiatlona,i>ccle>lai(Ueal or temporal, 
civil, niiJiinry, maritime, or criiolnal— tliis being the pines 
where that ab<oJutc dCK)>oi]c power, wtiich muatln all Gov- 
emiiirnts ri-^idc sonicwht'rr. U inirii<ited by the eonxiiiutfon 
ofiheic kiti^doim. All mLschii^fd and ifrirvance?, opcratinns 
nnd remedies, that iransppnd the ordinary roiir^c of iha 
lawa, aro within the reach of this extraordinBri- crihunal. 
Il can rniulaie or new model the ancrKBsion to thi; crotrn, 
ns wa<i done in the reisn of Ucnry VIM. and William III. 
Ii can niter the osintilii)h"d rcligion of the land, aa waa 
dnrip in a vnriPiy of Instances in the reifraa of Klnit Hrnry 
VI II. and liin three cliildren. It can chan^ and create aircMj 
even the cuDHtituttoii oftlie kiiii;rlom, nnd of Parliaments 
thamxclve!!, ok waa done by the act bf union, nnd tlie 
HCVeniUiaTiiied lor trienniul and Hcpienninl-elfctiuiif. It 
can. In short, ilt> evpp-thing that in not naturally inipossi- 
b\e ; and, Mifrcforo, lome have nni acnipled to call its 
power, by a figuro rather too bold, the omipoiesceof Par- 
liaaieat. Traa it is itaat what the ParUsneot doth, no 
aiuhority on canh can undo." 

Mr. Christian sddsio a note: 
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lltan ihi- supreme flovfr>:i?n powi;r of ilie Biaic, or a power 
of iHiion Tinrfinirn)leci by any ^upprior-" 

Tlic asaerlion is, that the Coiistitution liaa con- 
Terred 
arbi 

cii 

toriefl. This claim of " sovereign nowcr" in 
Congresa over the Territories cannot be derived 
from the Constitution. It is copied, almost Iiu;r- 
ally, from the acts and resolutions of the British 
Purlittment and the speeches of Briliali ministera 
in tlie days of George 111. That Parliament 
claimed " sovereign power" over the thirteen 
American Colonies. Charles Townshond said, 
in the House of Commons, May 13, 1767: 

" It became ForiiMnent ti« u> eaxme la controveny 
Willi it* Colonin, but U> otteH Us tovert^gnty." 

It is urged, sometimes, that Congress should 
eovera the Territories aa au abaoluie sovereign, 
because the territorial organizations are main- 
tained, lo a limited extent, by the Federal rev- 
enue. The answer (and a conclusive one) is, thai 
the GoTernmeDt of the United Slates owns an 
immense public doniBtn in the Territories, and 
prefers to charge itself with a portion of the 
territorial expeoses rather than to pay its reason- 
able share of taxes as a landed proprietor. 

But the same argument exactly was employed 
in support of the claim for sovereign 'power in 
Parliament over the American Colonies; 

" Our intoniU <it «h uid) are Mcriflceil to tbab iBtar- 
tat\ we are to pit inflaite utxw, and ihey nrnie ; we uc 
to bo burdened ttiBt tbey inar be eoaed."— BmcroAV 
UviUd Slate*, vol. S, p. H. 

The third resolution of the Philadelphia plat- 
form finds its. original in the rDBoluiion proposed 
by the Duke of Graflon, in the British House ef 
Peers, February 3, 1766: 

"Thatilie King in Pnrliament haa full power to bind 
the Colonies and people of America in bU case* whatao- 
ever." , 

Listening to the fi>eech of the Senator from 
Vermont yesterday, I was reminded of the famous 
debate upon this resolution. Senators on the 
other uda will find their speeehet aptly countelv 
fi'ited, or rather anticipated, by one or another 
of King George's supporten. 

Lord Lyttelton said; 

"ir you exempt tbe American Cotonlea fzmn one ntatnte 
or taw, ynu make tliem Inilppcndent commintitii-s. If 
opinionvorihlnweighiaretn be token up and Hrstied npon, 
thronsb niaiake or tunidltr, we ahall havo Lycuqiuea and 
&>loM in «Tsry cofl^a-lyiuM, tavern, a)i4 gtii-aluip in Lua- 
don." 

It was extremely distasteful to his lordship tl»t 
common people, ** squatters,*' " border ruffians," 
and the like, should presume to discuss poliucal 
questions, or even lo uodcratand their own inter- 
ests, much lens to de<:.ide the nature and character 
of their own institiitiooa. The Chancallor, £.ord 
Northington, sKid: 

" I cannot nit Kileitt, upon docirioea Mt)^ laid down so 
n(.'W,80 utiniaiiiiaioatilti,andao uncoiisiituiitmul. In tvt^ry 
SuiQ there in lift tie a suprciiie dniiiinimi ; tvery Govfo- 
iflcnt mil Brliitmrlly imiiose laws on nil It* Kiibjecw, by 
whioli all are iKNind ; nnd recintiincB lu Innrn Uiat are even 
Gonuary u> Ute tensAt and twUety ol' the wbole ia at ihc 
link or llf« and ibnune." 

Our historian (Bancroft) remarks in tliis eon- 
neciion that 

" Benlamin FianUin stood liatening below the bar, wbile 
tlie Jiigtmi judicial oiamatiate or Great Britain was aNurt- 
ing tlie .-ilMiilute, unconditional ilepcndeMCcortheColonf«M 
on pRrljament, and afivislns- radical changes In their coa- 
Kitutiona." 

- Lord Mansfield also delivered his opinion; 
" 'I'ho colonUtt, by the coiiditino ou whiuli thpy milled, 
KPiilcd. nnd now exjat, aro niorv eni|>linti'^<illy siibJPctB of 
Ureni Britain than Ihoae witlwi ibti realiu i and ibu Britixh 
Ltgiitiatutt! have, in every to^uinc-e, exercised Uicir riglic of 
legislation over Uiem witlioul any diopute or queatton, till 
the foitfteeuib of January laat" 

As it has been asserted on this floor, that the 
citizens of your State, Mr. President, and of mine 
owe but a limited degree of allt^iaDce to the Fed- 
end Government, but (hat when they hare passed 
beyond our ttorders into the. Territories they 
become subject to ari absolute and uncontrtrilabfe 
authority In Congress. And I was reminded of 
Lord Aiansficid by the air of self-complacency 
y^th which the Senator from yennont ansurcd^us 
that this "sovereign "power of Congress over 
the Territories had never been cjuestioned until 
within a few years. He, like t^rd Mansfield, 
was amazed at the impudence of new propositions, j 



Itw^s enough for bis lordship lhat the power of 
Parliameiil had never been denied; and, like the 
Senator from Vermont, he ocorned to argue auch 
a proposition. 

But, sir, there were mm even In those day* 
imbued with the spirit of public liberty, to 
denounce all such doctrines. On the 7th of 
March, 1766, in the House of Commons, "on 
the third reading of the bill declaratory of the 
absolute power of Parliameitt to bind America," 
William t^tt, the elder, nored to leave out the 
claim of right in all cases whatsoever. The his- 
torian says: 

" The amendment wae rejected, nnd henceftirwerd Amer- 
ica would havf in reriet, in the Parliament of England, lu 
Prance In ita King, a claim of abMlute, iiTe«pomlDle, legi»- 
bttire power." — 5 Banenjl, p. 444. 

And inthe House of Lords, Camden — immortal 
name I — thus delivered hia aentimenta: 

" Tlie declatatoty Ull sow lying on yonr table is abaolur ely 
Illegal; contra^ to ibe fbndiuueiiial lawsofthia Constitu- 
tion— a Constitution gronnded on the eternal and inimuin- 
ble laws of natura-a Connituilon wtHwe fbundaiion and 
center ia liberty— which lenda liberty to every Bubject that 
is, or uiny tiapueu to tie, within any part of ia amplR cir- 
cuiilferciice. Nor, my Ionia. i« the doctrine new ; It was 
as old aa the Conxlitittion ; it grew np wtih ft ; Indeed, it 
Ih ita Mipport; taxation and repreaemotloQ are tnsepar^ly 
united ; God hatlt JolBed tbeiQ | no Britlah Forliameiit can 
leparate iheni; to endeavor w do it ■« to Mab our very- 
vitals. My position b ibl»— t repeat tt— I will maintain it 
to my last hour— taxation and mpreaenuUlon are Insepara- 
ble. Whatever la a nuui'i own fa abaolinely hia own ; no 
msnbailiari^tio take it IVom blm without hisconuent, 
either expresaed by lilmaelfor bU representative; whoever 
attenipia to do ttsttempta an Injury; whoever doea it eoni- 
nits a robbery.'* 

Our colonial ancestors agreed with Pitt and 
Camden. For what did Washington, Adams, 

Jefferson, Hancock, and their illusirious bsboci- 
alea, appeal to arms? I will tell you: btcmise ike 
people qf Ike colonies had no represeniaiion in Par- 
iiammt, and for a Ugi^latnre to'>xercUe absobUe 
authority — '* sovereignpower" ovtrtteofmnunihi tkui 
deprived of all influence in Us del^erations — jpoj a 
despotism not to be endured. Here is what was said 
by a distinguished Virginian of that day, Ricliard 
Bland, in iiie House of Delegates: 

The Colonies &re not represented in ParliHmpnt; con- 
eequenlly no new low made witbont ibe concurrence of 
their reproienlNtivex can bind them ; every art <if PHrlia- 
inent tint impoaes internal taxe* upoa the Colonies it an 
act nf power, nnd not a ri|;lit r :ind power abstracted (ima 
liglit cannot give ajust title to domiiiioii." • 

Our fathers spoke for themselves on this sub- 
ject. They published to the world a plain and 
distinct declaration of the cau&a which drove 
them to rwolution. ^hey arraigned King George 
upon specific accusations. Here is one of them: 
" Uu haa coinbiaed with others" [tlic English Parlin- 
mi'nlj " to subject us to n jurisdiction foreign to nur Ciin- 
f>lilutioii, and unackiiowl edged bv our lawd — giving his as- 
sent to thetr acu of preieMM4e|iHlM)on." 

Some of thcst "acts of pretended legislation" 
were specified: 

"For alKilighiiig ilie free syntem of Knglitih law.i io a 
neighboring province," [Canada] " eslnbltKirLng tbprcin an 
arbltniry Government, and enlarging Its boundaries, so aa 
to render it at mice an pxampli! and At instrument for In - 
troduclng the same abODliue rule Into tbeae Cotonles." '. * 
"For iiuBpeiidingourown l>qUlanirea,and declariiuttbem- 
aelves invented with power lo le^;4lnte for us in all cane* 
whatsoever." 

Our ancestors declared, in the same instni- 
ment, as a fundamental proposition, that all Got- 
erninenta derive " thdrjvit powen from the con- 
ktU of the governed.*' 

Now, sir, the inhabitants of the Territories are 
not represented in Congress; and yet the Repub- 
lican platform declares that Congress shall exer- 
cise absolute, " sovereign," arbitrary power over 
iheip. And my collenguc says that the Repub- 
lican party bases itself upon the Decfaralion of 
Independence ! 

My colleague declares that it is not becnuse 
slavery is inhuman, or immoral, that he will vote 
for an act of Congress to restrain its cxtenaion. 
Not at all; but only because it is inexpedient. 
Well, then, he has the less excuse for an unau- 
thorized intervention— nn assumption of power 
not delegated to .Congress by the Constitutitm. 
One might almost be pordoned for adopting such 
a course in order to restrain inhumanity or im- 
morality; but when it comes to a mere question 
of expediency, and nothing else, there can be no 
justification, 

Thf: Senator fsom Maine if oul3 have slav^rj 



prohibited in the Territories by net of Congress, 
because that^ institution (as he claima) has weak- 
ened the States in which itisalreadyesiablislied, 
and he will have no more auch States in thp 
Union. J^nd yet he admits that what Congress 
cannot do directly it ouf^ht not to attempt indi- 
rectly*, and admits, also, that Congress has no 
power to dictate whether slavery shall or shol! 
not exist within a State. Is it possible for any 
man to involve himself in a more palpable con- 
tradiction titan this? • 

The Senator from Vennont avows, openly, 
lhat the object of prohibiting African slavery m 
the Territories by act of Congress is to prevent 
its ever being. eatsbUshad by the people when 
those Territories come to be admitted as State*; 
and yet thtft Senator and the Senator from Main? 
abuse the Presidevt for his coriclusion, that the 
prohibition of slavery in the Territories by act 
of Congress is but a scheme for dictating, indi- 
rectly, tlie domestic institutions of the new States. 

The Senator from Vermont also asserted thsit 
citizens of tho northern States could not live in 
relations of obmestip peace and quiet in the aaiae 
community with citizens of the southern State?. 
The Senator from Mississippi [Mr, Ao*ms] at- 
tempted to collect him in thi^ particular, but tha 
correction ^'as not accepted. It i« a remarkable 
fact, for which I am indebted to the Senator from 
Mississippi, that nearly half a million more per- 
sons born in the nortbani States are now actual 
residents — not sojourners, but actual residents — 
in ihe slaveholdin^ Slates, than tliere are persona 
born in ^jlavehoiding States riisiding inthe north- 
ern States, tt appears from th« relu'ros of the 
last census, that 

"NnJei^athan aevcn Iiunilrfd and twaVy-ais lliouauid 
four hundred and H.ty were living (n blavetioldiiig Stales 
wh" were nntiv>-8 of non alavebolding States, and two 
hundred nnd rlilny two iliou)>BRd one buadttd and twelve, 
penu>n« living in nan-slavotioldiDg Siaifti wUowartnattves 
of slaveholding Stales-" 

It seems that we have a greater proclivity 
toward emi^ralion than our southern friends. 

Mr. President, it hfAbeen charged in the counw 
of this discussion, that the Democratic party in - 
the northern States avoided the real issue during 
the late presidential canvass. What was the rew 
issue? The Senator from Illinois says it was, 
whether a Territorial Legislature haa or has not * 
power to abolish slavery ? I find no such ieaua 
propounded in either the Republican or the Dem- 
ocratic platfosn. The former declares, to be 
sure, that a Territorial Legislainrts cannot estab- 
lish slavery, hut fails to declare whether it can or 
canTiot exclude it. 

I find that the Republican platform asserts an 
absolute power in Congresa over the Territories: 
I find that denied in the Democratic platform. 

I find the Republican platform insisting upon 
legislation by Congresa to exclude slavery from 
all the Territories of the United Slates; I find in 
the Democratic niatfbrm a declaration lhat Con- 
gress lias no nutliority, under the Constitution, 
to enact such lawa. 

I find in the Republican platform a substantial 
assertion of the power of Congress to *' prevent" 
slavery within the States; I find that repudiated, 
in the strongest terms, by the Democratic plat- 
form. 

Lastly, sir, I find in the Republican -platform 
an exhortation to the disunionists — whom the 
Senator from New Hiunpahire has -never seen, 
but whom the Senator from Maaaachusetta has 
seen, and now denounces, and whom theSeoator 
from Maine denounces also, whether he has aeen 
them or not — an exhortation to these and all' 
other factionists, of every sort and huOt 

" Black ipirila and wbite, 
it«d ipirita and gray," 

to join a cmsade to be prosecuted against the 
southern States^and, upon the other hand, Ifind 
in the Democratic platform an earnest appeal* 
both to the southern Slates and the northern 
States, by all they have attained and all they can 
hope, by the memories of our heroic age, by the 
argument of ancient concord, by the adjuration 
of a common ancestry, a common history, a 
common glory, and a common destiny, to rise 
above the sijuabbles of sectionalism, the aru of 
demagwues, and all the cant of thsw dittaimtf red 
tiftea, Slat tl«fsrgiff?6f^4jl©@gi@ 
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peace, niav run their great careen, and fill the 
world with fame. 

The issue thus joined by the two parties in 
their platforms haa gone to the country; andiipon 
it, after much argument and deliberation, the 
country has pronounced a final verdicl. 

The Presiaent haa clearly interpreted that ver- 
dict in one admirable sentence; 

" Tbey linve assened tlift constitutional equality of eaeb 
and all of the States of the Uninn at States; they have 
afflrnwd the consticulional equality of each and ^1 or the 
eiiixfloa at tbe United Siaiea aa citizena. whatever their 
reEi)poii, wbKFcver tbcir birth, or their reHldeoce; iJiey have 
maiiiiaiiied the inviolability or the cunetitutioniU rifbts of 
the different tectiont of the Untnii, and they have pro- 
etalmed their domed end nnaltetahle ittaebment to the 
Union and the Connitutioii, a* objecta of iatere«t auperitw 
to all tabjecta af local or McijooBlcontrnrRrdf, s«the >ri^ 

Kordoftlie rigbia ofall.tu Uie«piritand tbe eiaencu oTtiie 
«rty, peace, and (reatncM of tbeSepuUic." 

The question to which the Senator from Illi- 
nois adverts did not enter into the issue; nor is 
jt of the least consequence. What a Territorial 
Legislature can do, or cannot do, in respect of 
slarery, is no question for us. If^i aliould ex- 
clude slavery, or tolerate alavery, whichever you 
please, the man who wishes to contest its power, 
one way or another, can bet(ik^iniae)f to the 
judicial iribunalsand hare hii case decided. The 
isitae i> not what a Territorial I^egislature can do ; 
the iaaue is what CoN(re>*ean do; and that, in my 
opinion, is nothing at all. 

If Congress wifi leave'this whole question to 
the inhabitants of the several Terriioriea, to be 
decided in each case without its intervr ntian, and 
when, and as the inhabitants may choose, or may 
be able, to decide it, we shall have no further nc- 
casion of controversy and schism. And Con- 
sresa must do that, or the Union will totter to 
destruction. 

, I do not declare this in a factious spirit; I ex- 
' press only the deliberate convictions of my judg- 
ment; and I expreH them not in anger, out in 
lorrow. 

It ia also charged that tbe Democratic party 
haa twt dared, in some of «he northern States, to 
Icfend the principles and policy of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act. [ should not allude to tliis at all 
but for a stalemcnt in the Globe newspaper yes- 
terday, purporting to have been made by two 
of the Kepreaontalives from Ohio in the other 
House of Uongress. I have great personal regard 
for those gentlemcn,and do not believe they would 
intentionally misrepresent the p^itioo of their 
Dolitical opponenu. Korean I unucrtoke, at thia 
iaie hour, to controvert the various details which 
they have related-. The Democratic party of Ohio 
will be defended in that House at the next session 
by its own able and gallant cliampion*. Suffice it, 
for the present, to declare that 1 do nob know a 
Democrat in the State— and my acquaintance is 
au extensive one — who dissents from the prin- 
ciples expressed in tbe Cincinnati platform and 
•mbodied in the Kanaat-Nebrariia bill. There 
may be such a man; 1 cannot aay that there is 
none such; but I can say, and will aay, that I 
have not been able to find him. In all the 
speeches which I heard, and upon all the bon- 
nera which I saw, during the late CMnvoaa, there 
was no sentiment I should hesitate to affirm in 
thisnrsMnce, or before the Union at large'. 

Why, air, we could not have avouled that 
issue if we had chosen. Besides the Cincinnati 
platform, which was printed in all the newspapers, 
and was the theme of incessant ditcourae, there 
is the platform of the Democratic State Conven- 
tion, which assembled at Columbus in January 
last. It declared 

' " That ilavury ia a domntfe iMtitutlon, and tliat Con- 
greia haj neither the power lu l<-gL>laie it Into any Terri- 
ti>ry or State, nor to escJtide It thercfhim, but to leave Uie 
people tlwrenr perfectly free lo furm and regulate Uieir 
aomefiie inMiuUoa* in theirown way, autflect only to ibe 
ConnUtatioii oTtlie Uoiied States." 

This is the very language of the Nebraska bill . 
The platform then adds: 

I'hnt the right of the peo|rie of each particular Bute 
and Territory to mablish thrir own conmiiutioti or form 
of gnvemnient, to ctaooM and repilaie their tiwn d'lneittic 
laaiiiutloiM of every kind, and to legiHlatc for thenwelvef, 
!• a hdidaiiKaial principle of all IVeegfiveniment; and that 
it la the self name rwbt to Moure which nur anceimirm 
waged tbe war of the UevoluUon— n right lying at the very 
IbandodoB of ell our free initiiaUons. tecoffnlzed in the 
Deelontiwi of Independence, and eanUialMi 1^ the Coo- 
stiMiloa oTibe Ifnltod Btam ; aad ara hsts^ Motae aad j 
NMliBi tfria MM ilf^ned priMtfla.'* 



Theae resolutions only assert what the Dem- 
ocratic Statd Convention of Ohio asserted in Jan- 
uary, 1848, upon the issue as then presented. 
After expressing the oppoaition of the entire 
"people" of Ohio, #ilhout any diatinction of 
parties, lo the institution of slavery, " as an evil, 
and unfavorable to the development of the spirit 
and practical bcne6ta of free institutions," the 
Convention declared: 

" Btd b* it fitrtker rfaleti, That the Demoency of Ohio 
do, lit the aame lime, fully recognize tiie doctrine licid 
by the early lUthers nt the fiepublic, and 11111 innlntained 
by the Dcroccratic party in all the Slates, thnt to each State 
bdnngt tlie fight to adopt and modiry fta own municipal 
lawa, to regulate Itaown internal aflain,io bold and main- 
tain an equal and independent BOv<'retgniy with each and 
every State, and that upon these rifcbta ihn NaUonal L.egl«- 
laiure can neither leglalaie nor encroach." 

The resolutions of 1856 are but in amplifica- 
tion of thia. 

1 might complain, on the other hand, if it were 
worth while, as to ihe course of our opponent*. 
We were charged, and are to thia day, with de- 
siring, and in fact designing, to extend the insti- 
tution of ulavery into Territories where it Joes 
not now exist. The only pretext upon which 
thia accusation could be founded at all ia, that we 
refnse to vote for any act of Congress to prevent 
ita extension. Well, sir, we bdieve Utat Con- 
gress has no constitutional authority to pass an 
act of thia description; and that, as it is for the 
inhabitants of each State, new and old, to exclude 
or admit slavery at discretion. Congress ought 
not to usurp their righu and privileges as Amer- 
ican citizens during the terntoriol form of gov- 
ernment. To chaige us with desiring or pro- 
moting the extension of slavery because we can- 
not vote for a congrestionai prohibition, is quite 
aa illogical and absurd aa the accusation, made 
three or four years ago, that we were in favor of 
intemperance, vice, and crime, because we would 
not vote for a law to imprison every man who 
drank a mouthful of ardent spirits or a glass of 
wine. 

The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Maioh] is 
entitled to nis opinion as to the ejfect of the Con- 
atitution upon territorial oiganizations. I am not 
bound to agree with him in that opinion, and I do 
not agree. But thaLqueation,a8l nave said, never 
can come before ua. We have, in the Nebraska 
bill, disclaimed all jurisdiction on the part of 
Congress over the subject, X nm under no more 
obligation to have a controversy with him on 
thoae questiona, than if he should declare the 
opinion that Indian corn can be cultft'ated with 
more advantage by the labor of African Blaves 
than by the labor of hired men, in which opinion 
I should certainly disagree with him. 

I said, sir, that the country hod decided between 
the Republican and Democratic parties. My own 
State, which I love and cherish with all the affec- 
tion of a son, did not give her electoral votea for 
Mr. Buchanan; but 170,903 of her patriotic, hoii- 
est,and industrious citizens indicated him as their 
preference. Colonel Fremont received 187,497 
votes,and Mr. Fillmore 38,135 votes, This,prao> 
tically, ia a drawn battle; and yet the Senators 
from New Hampshire and lUinoia talk to me of 
the " overwhelming sentiment" of Ohio in favor 
of the Republican party and iu candidate. I 
have discovered no such sentiment in my neigh- 
borhood. One fhct, at least, is beyond question. 
1 shall have eight, and probably nine. Democratic 
Representatives from Ohio to assist me in the 
next Congress. 

The Senator from New York postpones the 
further argument of these questions until the 
nAct presidential campaign; and my colleague, 
aa well as the Senator from Moasachu setts, feels 
perfectly confident of success then. We have 
neard all this before. I believe that my col- 
league prophesied one hundred thousand ma- 
jority in Onio for Colonel Fremont; at least if 
ne did not, one of hia political friends promised 
aa much in a speech at the Philadelpaia Con- 
vention. 

The Senatorfrom Maasachu'setta waa not only 
certain of aucceas, as he told us during the lost 
session of Congress, but he assured us, upon one 
occasion, that the Republican party would soon 
have a majority in the Senate. That he proph- 
taied on the subject whenever be took the floor 
li indispvtaUs, Sir, they did' not ftightm as 



then — not even when the cin»iro*tances -Vf-n 
such as to prevent a favorable conSideraiK-n 
of this queauon in tbe minds of the nortftera 
people; and I can assure them, if the canir*( 
must be renewed, that we will be ae readf :> 
meet them in November, 18G0, as we have btcn 
heretofore. 

For my own part, Mr. Presideot and Senacnri, 
I desire and hope that the aeetional contest u 
which we have radolgedfor almost three yean 
will aoon be hushed and forgotten. There arc 
many topics of vital interest to the Amencoa 
people, and to the world, related in thia nies«a^i: 
of vital interest as connected with foreign afiaiif, 
with commerce, and arts, and agriculture, wi; . 
the colonization of our Pacific domain, with i*.^ 
development of our mighty physical resource 
and untamed spirit of enterprise. Let us tun: 
fVom the constant jealousies of the North towari 
the South, and the South toward the North, te 
proesed in that path of national achievemfBi 
which now invites oar care, and chatleni»es our 
ambition — as the imperial bird of the R^publi: 
lif^ his proud pinions to soar (U>oTe the defi^ 
menta of earth, and the midway clouda, in order 
to bask in the andimmed of the eentrsl 
sphere, 

TUB PIBSIDENTV XE8BAOB. 

SPEECH OF HON. HENRY WILSO.X. 

OP MASSACmjSBTTS, 
Im tbk Sknitx, Dettmber 19, 1856. 

The Senate having tinder comi deration tbe motion of 
Mr. EuiK to refer BO much of the PmUent*a Me«)«^ u 
relates ut Ibmiga aOUn to Uie (SooiBittieeoa Forei(n Ka- 

laiiona, 

Mr. WILSON said: Mr. President, in the 
memorable debate of^ 1830 on Poole's reeoluiinn, 
Mr. Webster, in that magnificent speech, whicli 
j won for him the proud titleof iheablest defender 
I of Uie Constitution, ^ke of the ordinance of 
1 1787 aa a msaaureof great fbnaight and wisdom, 
' which had laid the interdict ogoinat fteraonal 
i servitude over the region ndrthwest of the Ohio 
I while it waa yet a wilderness, deeper than al! 

local laws or local conslitutiona. **We are ac- 
I customed," said he, " to praise the lawgivers of 
antiquity; we help to perpetuate the fame of 
j Solon and Lreurgua; but I doubt whether one 
I single law of any lawgiver, ancient or modem, 
' has produced effects of more distinct, marked', niid' 
I iasiing cbr.racter than' the ordinance of 1767," 
I Thia tribute to the crowning work of tiie old 
: Congreaa of tbe ConfederattoD brought upon him 
' and upon hia section of the Union the aeetuation 
I ofraakingan onset upon the South;or interfering 
I with their domestic insututions; of endangering 
; the relation of master and slave. General Hayne, 
' hia distinguished opponent, who fotight then tbe 
' first great battle of nullification under the eye of 
bis great leader, Mr. CaUioun, who then presided 
over the Senate, brought theae aecusatioDa into 
the Senate and horled them against Mr. Webster, 
and against the people of the North. Mr. Web- 
ster met these accusaliona,theseui^}uat reproaches, 
with a prompt and aiaphatie denial. After ex- 
pressing his surprise that these charges ahould be 
brought into the Senate, he said: 

<< I know ua\ well'that It U and haa been the settled prt- 
iey of aoine petvon* in the BouUt, for yean tii rapiescni tb* 
people of the North aa disp&aed to interftce Witli tliem in 
their own excIo^Mve and pocnliar coneems. Wlten it be- 
came neceaaary, or win tiiought a» by amne polliitml per- 
•ontjto And an unvarying gnMiTidlbr the eieiOMonoT tranh- 
ern men tram ecmOjencc and from lead in the affiit? of 
the Reputriic, then, and not till then, the cry was rai<ed, 
and tbe ferling Industriously excited, that Ihu influenre at 
northern men In tbe public eouncilit would endaaxer the 
relation of master «)d slave. Tliia i* a delicate and ^^na 
Itive point In louthem feeling; aod of late yean it lias 
nlway* been touched, and gcnenilly with cflecl, whenevif 
the object baa been u> unite tlie Bouth ngainM nctnliem 
men or northern raeuures. litis reclingi iJwa>-)i carciully 
kept jtlivc, and maintained at too intense atioaito luliiiil 
discrimination or reflection, f* a leverof great power in otir 
political machine. It moven vast tKMliea,and gives lu itiMu 
one aod the same direcUon. But it is without sdrHiuntu 
csDae, and the tudptclon wliich exiais i« wholly gmunil- 
le«. Thvre ia not. and never hu been, a di/pn-iiinn in 
the North tn Interfere witli Uieae intereata of tlie Souia- 
tluch Interference baa never be«n supposed to be n tilim 
Ibe power of the Government ; nor ha* ii been iu any way 
attempted. Tba alavwy of tlia Soiuli baa slwayi been 
thaWtaf 



1. Tba alavwy of tba aoiun baa slw 
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itx^telves, KBd iritk wbioh tlia Fedeiml Oovenmenl hsd 
ooiliiug to do." 

The motire, Mr. Preiident, for thwe unjust 
accumtioM "of aome persona in the South" 
agoinat the people of the North, ie here dearly 
atated by Mr. Webster. That motive haa con- 
tinued to animate this class of peniont to this 
day. Ik is even now stronger than when it 
prompted the arntigomeDt of Mr. Webster for 
tia eulo^ium upon the ordinance of 1787. The 
'■sensiuTC point in southern Teeliiw" haa been 
"carefully Kept alire" up to thia nour, "and 
mainlatned at too intense a heat to admit dis- 
crimination or reflection." Nor were there 
waniinj; in 1830 nortkem mhn to echo the worda 
and iDio )" 'It^ *g^°?^ ^* people of the 
Norto. If Mr. Webster, for a simple and beau- 
tiful tribute to the beneficent eflfecta of the ordi- 
nance of 1767, was arraigned on thia floor in 1830 
by one of the most accompliabed atatpnneii of 
the South; if there were then found northern men 
ready to echo his words, surelv the men who 
DOW vote to api^y the principle of that great 
ordinance to the Toat territorial poaaeasiona of 
the' Kepublie cannot hope to escap« the misrepre- 
sentation, censure, and reproach of southern men 
who aeo in the expansion of freedom the signs 
of their waning powert or of that cUm of north- 
ern men who 

. " In tlie dust are grmAag 

For Uii: lariefN, iMHe and ntnU, 
Wtucb ttae hand or power li Matieriof ; 
CnuniM wbicta {torn iu table Ikll." ^ 

But, air, I can stand, we can stand here to-day 
■ad aay, as the great New Englnnd orMor then 
■aid, that their aecuaations and ■uapiciOB* are 
wholly groundleaa — that no attempt haa ever 
been made, aince Washington took the oath of 
office on the SOth of April, 1189, to thia hour, to 
interfere with the legal and conititutional righta 
of the people of the •ontbeni State* in their 
domestic eoncema. 

On the 4th of November last, more than one 
million three hundred thousand men, intelligent, 
patriotic, liberty-Joving, law-abiding citizens of 
New England, the great Central Statea,and of the 
NoUhweat, holding with our Republican fathers 
th^t all men are created equal and have an inalien- 
^le right to liberty; that the Constitution of the 
United Slates was ordained and established to 
■ecu re that inalienable right everywhere under its 
exclusive authoiinr; denying " the authority of 
Congress, of a 'Ferritonal Legislature, of any 
individual or aasociation of individuals, to givft 
legal exiatenee lo alavery in any Territory of the 
Ciiited Slates, while the present Conatttuiion 
shall be maintained," pronounced through the 
ballot-box that " the Conatitution confers upon 
Coiuress sovereign power over the Terriiories of 
the United States, and that in the exercise of this 
power it is both ihe right and the duty of Con- 
gress to prohibit in the Territoriea those twin 
relies of twrbariam— Polnaniy and Shivery." 
Believing with Franklin, Uiat ** alavery is an 
atrocious debaaement of human natare'* — with 
Adams, that "consenting to slavery is a sacri' 
legious broach of trust'— with JefTerBon, Uiat 
"one hour of American slavery is fraught with 
more misery than a^ of that which we rose in 
rebellion to oppose" — with Madison, that '* sla- 
very ia a dreadful calamiiy," that " imbecility is 
ever attendant upon a country filled with slaves" 
—with Monroe, that " slavery has preyed upon 
the vitala of the community in all the Stales 
where it has existed" — with Montesquieu, that 
"even the very earth, which teems with pro- 
fusion under the eoltirating hand of the free-bom 
laborer, shrinks into barrenness from the con- 
laminatipg sweat of a slave," — they pronounced 
tbcir purrose to be to save Kansas, now in peril, 
and all the Territories of the Republic, for the 
free laboring men of the North and the South, 
their children and their children's children for- 
ever. 

Accepting the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the United Siateesa their 
political charts — avowing their purposes to be to 
maintain the Conatitution, the Federal Union, 
and the Righta of the Slates— proclaiming eveir- 
where their purpose not to make war upon the 
South, not to interfere with the legal and coDstt- 
huioMJngfaiaofdMpaopleofwfoftha S t o iaa,— 



they gave their votes with the profoundest con- 
viction that they were discharging the duties 
sanctioned by buroanityi patriotism, and religion. 
Youth with Its high hopes and ■sptrations — man- 
hood in the vigor and ni§iurity of its powers — 
age with its rich and ripe experiences, inspired 
with the spirit of Washington, when he an- 
nounced to Robert Morris that hia " suffrage 
should not be wanting" to effect " the abolition 
of slavery" in hia native Virginia '* in the only 
proper and effectual mode in which it could be 
accomplished — that ia, by legislative authority "— 
severed the ties which had bound them to other 
organizations, and united to prohibit slavery 
everywhere outside the slave States, where it 
exists under the exclusive authority of Congress. 
Thia iathe ofTenae of these one million three hun- 
dred thousand sons of thefVee North, upon whom 
the unkenneled hounds of the slave propagradiau 
have l>een unleashed. 

Sir, the President of the United States, in this 
his last will and testament, has arraigned these 
one million Uiree hundred thousand intelligent 
and patriotic freemen of the country. His ac- 
cusations have gone forth over the land. Steam 
and sail, wind and wave, are bearing these ac- 
cusations all over the Christian and civilized 
world. Wherever our eouninr is known, these 
accQBationa made by the Chief Magiatrata of Uie 
Republic will meet the eye or reach the ear of 
men. I indulge the hone, however, that the 
Republicans of the Old World who have been, 
and now are, branded aa factionists, disorgan- 
izers, levelers, enemies of churches and hiererch- 
iea, will remember that the Republicans of the 
New World who bottle for the liberty of man 
against the dominion of man, are doomed, like 
themselveB,to share the eontamelyandreproaehea 
of power. 

Aaaoming, Mr. ^aident, that hit |)o1icy haa 
been oanctioned by the election, the President pro- 
ceeds to aeenae more than one million three hun- 
dred thoaiand American citizens of an attempt to 
organize a sectional party, and usurp the Gov- 
ernment of the country. He proceeds to arraign 
more tharf one million three hundred thousand 
citizens of the free NorU],and to charge them 
with forming associations of individuals "who, 
pretending to seek only to prevent the spread of 
slavery into the present or future inchoate States, 
are really inflamed with a deaire to change the 
domestic tnatitutiona of existing States" — with 
seeking " an object which they well know to he 
a revolationary "one" — with entering "a path 
which leads nowhere, unless it be to civil war 
and disunion" — with being "perfectly aware 
that the only path to the accomplishment" of the 
change they seelc " is through burning cities and 
ravaged fields and slaughtered populationa" — 
with endeavoring <* to prepare the people of the 
United States for civil war bwdoing everything 
in thffir power to deprive the Cfonaiitution and the 
laws of^ moral authority, and to undermine the 
fobric of the Union by appeals to pasuion and sec* 
tional prt'iudtcc, by indoctrinating its people with 
reciprocaf hatred, and bv educating them to stand 
face to face as enemies." 

Sir, I deny each — every one — ay, all of these 
charges. There is not the semblance of truth in 
them. If the serpent ihnt stole into Eden, that 
beguiled our first mother, which the angels 
" Fcwrid • 
SqaU liira ■ UMd cIom si the ear of Eve," 

bad glided into the Executive Mansion, that ser- 
pent could not have hissed into the President's 
ear worda more skillfully adapted to expresa the 
precise and exact oppoaile of truth. Sir, these 
accusationa against aS intelligent and patriotic 
men as ever rallied around the standard of free- 
dom are untruthful and malignant, showing that 
the shafts hurled in the conflict through which 
we have just passed, rankle in his bosom. 

Senators express their surprise that we on thia 
aide of the Cnamber should utter the indigna- 
tion which men who have any spirit, any sense 
of honor, should feel at these malignftnt and fahe 
charges of thr> Chief Magistrate of the Republic. 
Sir, he h^a undertaken to arraign us before the 
-world , as making pretensions lb rne line of policy 
when we inteodea to act up to another. He has 
dialled ua with engaging in revolutionary move- 
ments. He boa charged ua with having Miwred 



on a line of policy that has no possible outlet but 
civil war and disunion. He haa charged us with 
thus acting in the foil knowledge that our path 
leads over ravaged fields, burning cities, and 
alaghtered populations. He has charged us with 
unuermiiiing the Constitution and laws of our 
country; with arraying the people of oue section 
against the others, learning them to stand face to 
face as enemies. Sir, we should meet the scorn 
and contempt of all honorable men if we did not 
utter the feelinga which these unjust, untruthful, 
and' malignant asperaions upon the people whose 
representatives we are, excite in our hearts. To 
us, to the people he has so bitterly aasailed, these 
expressions of the President's personal opinion 
are of very little importance. We know hit 
weight of metal, and the limited range of hia 
vision. The New Hampshire Patriot, the Bos- 
ton Post, and the Washington Union, are little 
calculated to convey to the Executive that exact, 
f\ill, and accurate information, which would en- 
title hia personal opinions to much consideration. 
These charges, however, derive some little import- 
ance from his high poution. 

There is one member of hia Cabinet whoat 
hand some think they see in the measage, who 
knows full wqH the character of this production. 
I mean the learned AthHuey Oeneral. His vast 
acquisitions and tireless industry, hiaesriy asso- 
ciations and correspondence with the AboltUon- 
iats of New England, all teach him that these 
accusations against the people of the North are 
without foundation. For yean he waa in cor-- 
reapondenoe with the leading Abolitionisla of tlic 
North. I remember, air, the public lelterjpenned 
in hia night-dreaa, dictated by the poet Wnittier, 
which he wrote to secure Abolition votes. 1 
remember too, sir, that when Wise made the 
insolent threat that they would introduce slavery 
into the'North, he indignantly answered, thai 
before they could introdaoe slavery into the 
North, her cities and villages would be leveled 
in the dust, so that aqnadrona of cavalry could 
gallop over them unimpeded, aa the steeds sweep 
over tho boundless prairiea of the West. He 
should have restrained the pen which libels mora 
than one hundred thousand sons of hts native 
State, whose only offense ia that they have resolved 
that slavery shall never be introduced " into the 
North. " Sir, these aspcreions of the Executive 
upon northern men will recoil upon his own bead. 
He will go out of power wiUuihe stern conoem- 
nation ofnundreds of tJiousaiids who were insim- 
mental in elevating him to that lofty position 
tVom which he has hurled hia envenomed shafts. 

The first charge is, that associations have been 
formed of persons pretending to seek the restric- 
tion of slavery in the Territories, but wlio deaire 
to interfere wifb slavery in the States, This does 
not apply to the Garrison Abolitionists — they do 
not pretend to act in favor of the restriction of 
slavery in'the Territories; the Gerrit Smith Abo- 
litionists do not make that pretension. Theas 
words apply* to the Republican party of iif 
United States — a party that has given a lai^ 
vot£ in the free North, by nearly one hundred and 
fiAy thousand, than any party ever gave there 
before — a vote within a few thousands as large as 
Taylor received in 1848, or Scott in ^59, in th« 
whole Union. 

But the Senator fVom Ohio [Mr. Puob] under- 
took to break this charge, the other day, by lell> 
ing ua on this side of the Chamber that, if our 
positions were as we stated them to be, the Pres- 
ident could not liave intended this attack upon 
usi that he meant it for the little organization of 
Abolitionists in the North, waa mirprised that 
the Senator should have invented such an excuse 
for the Chief Magistrate. I tell the Senator, and I 
tetl other Senators, that this excuse will not do. 
The President intended to arraign the electon 
who voted for Fremont; hia words do not ap'ply 
to the Garrison Abolitionists, or to that class of 
radical Abolitionists who atipported Gerrit Smith 
for the Presidency. 

Sir, Senalore who have undertaken to sustain, 
or rather to apologize for thia extraordinary 
course of the President, have condemned the dia- 
cuaaion of the slavery queatioo during the past 
few years. I commend to Senatora who eensurs 
the people for the^s disooasiSBs, the mrdi of 
Jim.. ftI».W^itf9^.by VjOOgTe 
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*' Kveoihing which teiidi to incniMe diiniKr, involv* 
naiinnul f xpfnuc or xafcty, bi^oonteM of concern to every 
pnnof Ihc iTninn, siii] in a pioitermlijm (bribe corutidpr- 
«imn nf ititMt Rliarsed wttb ilie f«t«ral adminntnuiao of 
Um (invenimoia." 

Surety Senators cannot be mirpriKd at tliedis- 
cueyiot) of qiiBslionssovaat as those which ^row 
out of the (ilftvpry of nearly four millions ofmen 
in America. Ameiican slavery, our connections 
vith it, and our relations to it, and the obligations 
titeK coimtsctions and relations impose upon us 
as men, as citizens of the States and the United 
Statefl, make up the overshadowing issues of the 
age it) which we live. Philanthropists who have 
aaunded the depths end ahbala of humanitv; 
scholars who have laid under contribution ine 
domain of matter and of mind, of philosoptric 
inquiry oud historical research; statesmen, who 
are im pressing their genius upon the inaiitniions 
of their country and tlieir n^.—all arc now illus- 1 
trating, by their genius, learning and eloquenco, 
the vast and complicated issues involved in the I 
great nroblemj we, of this age, in America, are ' 
working out. The transcendent magnitude of 
the interests involved in ihc existence nod expan- 
sion of the system of human bondage in Aiaerica 
is sriTtting the attention of tlie people, and stir- 
ring the country to its profoundeA depths. 

The Senator from Teunesaee [Mr. Jokes] 
quoted a remark of mine, to the eficct that this 
agitation of the slavery question would never \ 
cease while the soil of the Kcpublic should be : 
trod by the foot of a slave. That sentiment I i 
repeat heic co-day. 1 brlieve it. QOD is the ' 
great agitator. While His throne stands, agita- . 
tion will go on until the foot of a slavd shall not i 
press the soil of tlie eastern or western continent. ! 

Would that Senator suppress all aspirations for 
human libert.y ? I commend to the Senator the 
words of Henry Clay, whom he followed so de- 
votedly while living, by whose bedside he stood 
when dying, and whose memory he cherishes 
•ud reveres. Of those who would repress all 
ceaerous effort for freedom in America, Henry 
Clay said: ^ 

"TliermuHt blow out th« moral linhis trouad un, and 
siiiaeaiNli tbuigreaiefttorRbof all whicti America presents 
to a wniiclu^ world, poinxing llie wx}' to their nghts. ljt>- 
ertiGR, and liappinMN. And when they achieve ntt lUvfe 
purposes, their work will be yet fni^nniplete. They niti^ 
peaeiraie Ihd human i)onl,Bnit endicoie the light of reanon 
.and the (ova of libsnj. Tlien, and noi till then, when 
'Univenal dorkneu and despair prevail, can you perpt-tunic 
riavjvy, and niprem all svuipiiUiren, and all htiioanc and ' 
benevolent effrntaaaiwRKtWoineji, in behalf of the unhappy I 
pmrtioa of oar t*ee dooaiad lo bondoRe." i 

1 commend, Mr. President, these words of the 
{^eat American statesman to Senators who would 
silence every noble pulsation of (he human heart 
which beats for the liberty of the poor unfortunate, 
mpn now held in perpetual bondage. 

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. BkownI 
told us the other day that GamsoD bad said if { 
he hnd a million of votes, he would giv them all • 
for Fremont. Sir, the impression has gone out | 
to the country that Garrison vote^ for FrSmont. \ 
The Senator 3 "remark will deceive those who 
have already been deceived, and mislead those 
who have already been misled. Oarrison had 
but one vote to give, but he did not give even 
that for Frgmont. Garrison, speaking for him- 
self and his associates, did say: 

" Th« b^t wtalitit of every enligbiened Aiend of freedom 
tmist he on ttic side of Preniont; ni that, if there mert no 
nurvt harritr ta our toting, and we hod a million of votei 
to beaioW, we nhould ca^t tbent all for the Republioan can- 
didate. JuUly open lo etftture a$ ike lUpubttain ptzrty it, 
on oUier around— iU fidelity to the United Stalet Coiuiitu- 
tltm,in reKnrri to it* pro slavery ctunprcKniiea — it la deserving 
of cAmniniKliiUon fur endesvorlnf to bsfla the deaignv oi 
tbe slave powar tn rt^t tff oar wit farvitoriaf jmwcumih 
at the WeU." 

Sir, this ia what Garrison said; and I call upon 
ths Senator to place this matter right before the 
im^le whose ear he has. Garrison said, iu ex- 
planation of this position: i 

■< We have uoifoctnly expmacd our prafiirence tor Ft^ \ 
nam a» against tiuclianaii oc Fillninre, and ihii iit Uio ' 
universal feeling nf ihe ' ultra Abolitloni<'ia not because 
Fremont is an AbDlitioDiat, not becauM his [lariy gives any ' 
counienaiiee whatever tn out disunion view*, or tu ■ ultra- . | 
IsDi' in any shape ; tkut becauM be and ihey ar« rigbl in ' , 
rcbistiiig ibe eiienKion of slavery, and in tliat act neces- I : 
sarily have our sytiipattiies and good wishes, however i 
culpable they may be, and ara, in other respectx ; Juat a* w« 
St^irovad of Mr. Webster's course when tae declared r * Tbe :j 
fwiMBoC tlM Nortb have adMpiatansi in kaepiiv labor n 
frea,<HtaaiTatyftw,ia!liencvT|rritwtlK' ' ' * 



shall consant to no extension of tbe an>a of slavery upon 

ilii^ caiilint.'iit. hor to any incruuw of Hlnvc rcprciwutaiian 
in the other Ilouiie of Oongresx.' Tlii^ in FretnonUein, )o 
whole and in pait— nothing more— noUiiiig less." 

The Senator htso mode the charge here, that 
the New York Tributt had appealed to the Gar- 
rison Abolitionists, and to tlic supporters, of 
Gerrit Smith, to support the Republican party; 
promising that in due time the Repubhcan party 
would go with them in attacking slavery in the 
States. To this declaration of the Senator, the 
Tribune gives this complete denial: 

'■ The Tribune made no appeal whatever lo the Ganison 
and Gerrit 9mlih Aboliiioaisia iscomeover to the Prtmont 

rny. nnr anjUiirtf of Ihe son. It never praodsed lo unite 
urgingthe uBoofredefSiautlloritrof powerwovenhiow 

slavery- in the States. " 

I call the attention of the Senators who make 
it a practice here before the people to class us 
with the Garrison Abolitioniets, and with the 
supporters of Gerrit Smith, to the preciso and 
exact difference between us. The Garrison 
AbolitionisU do not vote at all. They will 
neither vote, npr hold office. They take no 
political part or lot in the Government of the 
country. They ace not only committed against 
the extension of slavery, but they ore committed 
against slavery in ilie slave States, Believing 
with Brisfiot that" slavery in all its forms, in all 
its degrees, is a violiition of divine law, and a 
degradation of human nature;" and believing the 
Constitution to be whtft some bononibte Senators 
on this floor repre^ientit to be, an instrument that 
recognizes what Madison said he would not 
embody ic it, " the idea that there can be prop- 
erty in man," tiiey are in favor of dissolving the 
present Union and overthrowing the Federal 
Constitution. I dissent, Uio Republican party 
dissents, from their construction of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. We dissent altogether 
from their disunion sentiments — we do not eon- 
cur with tlicm in abstaining from the exercise of 
the elective franchise. . I have over avowed that 
disagreement at home — I avov it here. But 
whiS I disagree with them altogether, I will do 
tliera the justice to say here,* that they have for 
years devoted their lives and thein property, 
and incurred contumely and reproaches, (or the 
cause of the bondmen of America; and here, or 
elsewhere, while X express my total dissgreement 
with them, 1 will say that they are men of self- 
sacrificing devotion, and men of ^reat ability, 
who have studied the slavery question in all lU 
aspeciB, collected volumes of statistics bearing 
upon it in All its relations — men at whose feet 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bi«lxr] 
and other Senators who so glibly pronounce 
them fanatics might sit and lefurn something of 
slavery in America. 

There is a class of jnen calling themselves 
Radical Abolitionists. They believe the Consti- 
tution of the United States is an anti-slawy 
Constitution. They believe that the Supreme 
Court which sits under us has the coDSiitutiooal 
power to proclaim the emancipation of every 
slave in America, as Lord Mansiield in England 
and the Supreme Court in Masaachuaetta declared 
slavery illegal in England and Massachusetts. 
They believe the Declaration of Independence to 
be, in the words of John Hancock, " the ground 
and foundation of future' government" in Amer- 
ica. They believe the declaration that all men 
are cteateu equal, underlies the foundation of our 
political institutions. They believe that tbe Con- 
stitution of the United States was ordained and 
established to secure not only in the Territories, 
not only under the exclusive control of Congress, 
but in ail the States, the inalienable rights of 
every human being. That is their position. 

The Republican party, Mr. President, dilfers 
with this party, as it differs with the Garrison 
Abolitionists, in regard to the Constitution of 
the United States. When the members of the 
first Congress assembled, in 1774, at Philadel- 
phia, when they formed that lirat union of the 
American Colonies, when they proscribed the 
slave trade,Bwhen they made the articles of the 
Associauon that bound together as one people 
the inhabitants of these tlitrteen colonies, they 
assumed no power over slavery in tbe Sutes.. 
When the Articles of the Confederation were made 
in 1778, no power vfts then spedfically granted 
Iff Co^ctefs over the local iiifair» of i^e Slatc|. 



When the Constitution was fmmed, the men who 
framed it did not intend to give Congresn tie 

gDWM* to abolish slavery in tlie.sLaveholdtn; 
tales. Opening the Constitution of our conncry, 
we find no power specifically granted to Con- 
gress to Btbolisb Blavery in these States. Sir, il.e 
Repnblieans, like the Oarrison Abolitionists and 
the Radical Abolittoniats, are opposed to slavery. 
Wc believe with Burke, that "slavery is a state 
so degrading to the feelings and capacities of 
human nature tlftu it ought not to be suffered 
to exist." We believe with Henry Clay, that 
"slavery is a curse — a curse to tbe master—a 
wrong, a grievous wrong lo the slave; that it ts 
all wrong,and no possible contingency can make 
it right.''' Webchevewith President Pierce, that 
everything connceted with slavery ts " odious:" 
and, in the expressive language of the framer of 

Jrour Cineinnati philfenn, " we are in favor of 
ireedomaad free soil wherever man lives through- 
out Gknl 's heritage. " 

Since I took myseatin the Senate early in Feb- 
n]ary,ltj55, 1 have traveled more than thirtrthoo- 
aand mih:s in fourteen of the free Sutes; 'I have 
seen hundreds of thousands ofAmerican citizeiu 
in eonneil; i have lialened to many of the ablm 
men of the country; I have conoseled with them: 
and I never yet heard one ward ottered clainiing 
power in Congress, or proposing toiusurp power 
in Congress, to abolish slavery m the alavehnld- 
ing States. The venerable Senator from "Mich- 
igan [Mr. Cass} mistakes in the idea that many 
persona ^oted under the conviction that they w*re 
votiug for ihe abolition of servitude in the Slat's. 
The Republican party was brought into beins 
because tJie people saw there was an attempt 
making to reverse the action of the Government 
for sixty years, and to rsTohitionice the who^ 
policy of the Goveramenl in r^rd to the Terri- 
tories. The people of the whole country were 
summoned to meet in June in Philadelphia to 
organize a movement on the basis of the inhibi- 
tion of slavery in the Territories by coogressior^ 
action. The Republican party was then organ- 
ized; and it announced to be il4 nntimenls, pria- 
ciples, and purposes: 

The mainteoanoe of the principle* promulgated 
in the Declaration of ]ndependenoe,aod embodied 
in the Federal Constitution; 

The Federal Consiilutioo, tbe rigbta of die 
Slates, and the Union of the States, shall be 
preserved; 

It is a self-evident truth, that all men are en- 
dowed with the inalienable right to libeAy; and 
the primary object and ult^ior design of our 
Federal Government was to secure this right i« 
all persons within iu exclusive iurisdiction; 

No peraon should be deprived of life, libeny, 
or property, without due process of law; 

That it is our duty to maintain this provisioc 
of the Constituiioa against all altempU to violau 
it for the purpose of esiablisbii^ slavery in any 
Tcrritoiy of the United States,, by pouuve legis- 
lation prohibiting its existence. 

We believe in the sublime doctrine of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, that all men are creaietl 
equal, and have an inaliensble right to liberty. 
We believe that doctrine to be embodied in tne 
ConstitulioQ, that without due process of law 
no person con be deprived of liberty. We do 
not believe, with Mr. Calhoun, the Declaration 
of Independence to be a " rhetorieal flourish.*' 
Wo do not believe il lo be what Mr. Pettit pro- 
nounced it—" a self-evident lie.*' We do not 
believe it to be<*aneIoquentand passionate mani- 
festo of a revolutionary war" — mere " glitterir? 
and sounding generalitiesof natural rigbt." Vtv 
believe it to be a living truth, from the pages of 
the New Testament, expressed in the Declaraiioo 
of Independence, end embodied in the Const.- 
tution of the United States. We believe ih^ 
maintenance of that truth everywhere under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, to be the 
constilutional and imperative duty of Consress. 

Then we declare, " That the Federal Consti- 
tution, the rights of the States, and the Union of 
the Sutes shall be preserved." Sir, we went 
before the country with this declaration, that the 
Federal Constitution, the Constitution as it is. 
should be preserved; and yet the President has 
arraigoad us before the civilised world, oud 
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CoiiBtitatiea vai \vn of ovr oouBtry, and doing 
so for rerolatioiMry pnrpoees — puipoaea that 
will bathe the fields of the country in blood, in- 
Tolre atiefl in conflagration^ and carry death 
throaghout the land ! 

Senators have declared en this floor that we 
have not diaclaimed the right to interfere with 
alavery in the States. I undentood the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Pdob] to aay that we had not 
made that -^ecfoimer. I aay to that Skmator — 
I eay to all, that it was intended by UiEii expres- 
sion, "The rights of the States shall be pre- 
served, " to cover that and all other questions 
of State rights. Sir, the Republican party of 
1856, like the Republican party of 1800, ia the 
party of State r^nts. We beneve the security 
of liberty in America depends upon the preser- 
TBti<m of oar town authorities, of our county au- 
thorities, of our State rights; and, if State nghts 
are broken down, if the Govemawnt is central- 
Bed — and it ia tending in that direction — we be- 
lieve the liberty of hm ooautry will be in peril. 
These doctrines we have avowed everywhere, 
before the people and in the public press. We' 
vindicate tne rights of the Stales — the right of 
die southern States, if they choose to hold men 
in slavery, and the right of Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, Mich^n, ana Wisconsin to protect, by 
their ovo legislation, die liberty of every man 
that treads their soil, until hfs nberty has been 
forfeited by due process of law. 

Then we are charged in the message with 
having entered upon a path which has no pos- 
sible outlet but disunion. When the RepublicBD 
party was oiganieed, the avownl was made that 
the Union must be maintained. The declaration 
«f Mr. Webster, ** liberty and Union, now arid 
forever, one and iosepareble;** the declaration 
of Andrew Jackson, "The Union must be pre- 
served j" were borne throughout the canvass on ail 
our banners. In the pablie pms, and before the 
Iteople everywhere, toe doctrine was Coaintaioed 
4hat we were for the Union; and if any men. 
North or South, laid their hands upon it, they 
should die, if we had the power, traitor deaths, 
and leave traitor DamM la die history of the 
ISepublic 

This chaTge of disunion made against the 
Republican party by the President, comes with 
an ill grace from the chief of a party which has 
ia its rtuha every political disunioniat of the 
United States. The Senator from QeoreiB, [Mr. 
TooHBS,] not now here, declared, If Fremont 
were elected ^e Union would be dissolved, and 
ought to be. " The Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
SuDELL,] the organizer of Mr. Buchanan's wing 
of the Demooratic party, and its acknowledged 
leader dohog the emvass, avowed the same, sen- 
tnnenls Governor wise, whose indecent assaults 
upon Colonel IfVfiffiont and his mother shocked 
(he feelings of every gentleman in America, 
tiireatenea to dissolve the Union; he was ready 
to organice the militia of Virginia, to place them 
tipon a war foodng, and they were ready, he said , 
to ** hew their bright way" through all opposing 
legi<»ia. We are now told by the Richmond 
Enquirer, UiatWise.who made the tourto Raleigh, 
who called upon the grand juries and courts to 
indict Botts fbr defending the Union in his domin- 
ions, that he only made these threats to preserve 
the Union, The Richmond Enquirer, of Ae 6th 
of October last, declared that if Fr6mont were 
elected it would be the duty of the South to dis- 
•olvB the Union, and fom asoutbemeonfedwaey; 
and we were told iEtarther South, Uiat if Fifinont 
were elected it would be their duty ** to march 
on Washington, -fuid take possession of the ar- 
chives and Treasury of the United States," for- 
getting that the treasures of the Treasury were 
at Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, "in Uie 
enemy's oounby"— the North. 

The President charges us with engaging in a 
sectional movement, which he tells us-nas been 
rebuked. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
BvTLEs] gave as a reason why the Republican 
movement was sectional, that both its candidates 
Were from the North. Has Uw Senator ftom 
South Carnliiia for g otten that his own State, in 
1796, set the example of that species of seelion- 
alisnrby voting forPinokney and Jefferson, when 
it should have voted fbr Adams and I^nckney? 
Has be forgotten that in 1619, tha Federal party 
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supported De Witt Clinton, of New York, and 
Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, both of them from the 
free States P Has he forgotten that in 1838, Jack- 
son and Calhoun, both southern men, were sup- 
ported on one side, and Adams and Rush, both 
northern men, on the other? Has he forgotten 
that in 1336, the Whig party generally supported 
Gk'neral Harrison for the Presidency, and Mr, 
<3ranger, of New York, for the Vice Presidency, 
botii a«e State men? Why this charge about 
sectionalism, because both of the candidates bap- 
pmed to be from the North? Why may not the 
West comphiin if both of the candidates happen 
to be from the Atlantic coast ? Our early states- 
men thought that if a division should ever hap- 
pen, it would not be between the South and the 
North, but between the East and West. I tell 
the Senator fVom South Carolina that we had 
candidates from the North because we had no 
men from the South for either of those offices 
who wouM, however much they might have 
aneed with vs, venuire to assume our position. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the gentleman allow me 
to make one remark? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. The proposition which I made 
una perhaps made hastily, without having looked 
at the tru« hiatorical statement of facts. My 
proposition was, that the issue had never been 
made between the non-si sveh old ing and slave- 
holding States by the nomination of candidates, 
until this time. I may have used the expression, 
that the President and Vice President heretofore, 
and I think it is true except in one instance, have 
been , one from the North and one fVom the South. 
1 will say to the Senator fVom Massachusetts 
that it is a curious piece of history, that South 
Carolina never votea for one of her sons for the 
Presidency, and Massachusetts has voted for 
three of hers. They were worthy. Mr, Web- 
ster was worthy; Mr, John Adams was worthy, 
and Mr. John Ctuuicy Adams was worthy. I 
think we could enumerate men in Our own State 
equally worthy, but they were not nominated. 
My proposition was, that this iAue had never 
been presented before. 

Mr. WILSC^N. I want to correct the Senator 
ftoTA South Carolina in a matter of history. In 
1796 the Federal candidate for the Preaidency was 
John Adams, and for Vice President, Thomas 
Pinckner. South Carolina was then in Federal 
hands. There was an intrigue gouen up in the 
country to defeat Mr. Adams, and make Mr. 
Pinckney President, and South Carolina played 
her part in the intrigue, by voting for Jenerson 
and Pinckney. • 

We should rejoice to have found a southern 
man of talent, of character and position before 
the country, who would have talAn our platform 
of principles and accepted our nomination for 
either President or Vice President. More than 
one southern man of high character was consulted 
in renrd to our movement. I will tell the Sen- 
ator the reason why southern statesmen did not 
venture to cssume our position and accept of the 
nomination. They had no faith in our move- 
ment, no fiuth in its power, no faith in the fidelity 
to fieedom of the people of the North. I remem- 
ber the words or one southern statesman who 
wasconsulted in relation to this movement. A few 
weeks before the dose of the last session, in con- 
versation with Mr.Clayton.hesaid: "You north- 
em people never stancl by us when W6 stand by 
you. Whenever any southern statesman has 
undertaken to stand by the rights of the North, 

Sour people have forsaken him and he has been 
ome down. " When we prove that we will stand 
by southern men who will stand by true national 
principles— when we establish that character for 
ourselves in the North, then we shall have south- 
ern Jnen who will stand on a true, broad, and 
national platform that comprehends the whole 
country, including the North. If nominations 
were to be now made, [ believe we could find 
more than one southern man ready to stand upon 
tiie Philadelphia platform and to accept our nom- 
ination for the Preaidency or the Vice Presidency. 

The Senator Avm Vi^imia [Mr. Masoh] claims 
that the South has a constitutional right to the 
expansion of slavery, as a political element, into 
the Territories. He assured the Senate that he 
canfl m^ing about the distinctioiw we make 



between tiie Garrison Abtdltionists, the Radical 
Abolitionists, and the Republioansj that he held 
opposition to the extension of slavery in the Ter- 
ntories to be a war upon slavery in the States, 
because ihevbad a constitutional ri(Sht to the ex- 
paosionofslaveryasapolitioalelement. In 1848, 
the Senator from Virginia, who tells us that it is 
a matter of profound indifference to him and the 
people of his State whether we claim the power 
to abolish slavery in the States or ptx>hibit it in 
die Territories, voted to prohibit it m three hun- 
dred thousand square mites of our tenitory. In 
1848, this Senator voted to extend to the Pacifia 
ocean the Missouri compromise, approved the 
6th of March, 1890. He voted for tfis proposi- 
tion: • 

"Hist tbe eiibtti lectlon of die HiMouri emnpraml«e 
set, uiMOved KUteb 8, 1830, be and Um atine !■ henlwde- 
clRred to titena lo Uie Paclfie oeeen ; and ilie sifd eitbth 
section, Uwether wiOi Ibe compromiM U>ereia eflcrted, is 
hereby revived and declared tone in Aill force and binduis 
for ibe fauire oi|uiizadon of the Territories of tbe United 
tttstei ia tlie ssrae senae and widi Uis tans andsmsndlM 
wiawUcii ft was OffgiDdljr adopted." 

The Senator from Virginia, who voted to pro- 
hibit slavery to the Pacific ocean, in Utah, in a 
portion of New Mexico, and in the larger portion 
of California, now comes into the Senate, and 
when we propose in 1656 to do what he voted for 
in 1848, he tells us that these distinctions are 
matters of indifference to hira and lo his State. 
When we propose to exercise now the power he 
exercised then, he is ready to stand up to the 
doctrine of his letter of last autumn; he ia ready 
for the peipetoal and eternal separation of these 
States i I<et me inform the Senator fVom Vti^inia, 
that the one millitm three hundred thousand men 
of the North who voted for the sacred doctrine 
embraced in the ordinance of 1787, will not be 
detered from maintaining their principles by any 
threat of the dissolution of the Union. Our an- 
swer to him is in the words of Daniel WelMter: 

" OuroppoaitiOD to Ibe Airtiier ezteniioa of loesl risvsry 
in Ibiit countr)', or lo the increase of tlave mpreaentalioa la 
Congiesf , ia general and usivetaal. It liBB no lefetmiee IS 
limita of latiltide or poinu of tbe compaas. We aball op- 
poae all audh eneaaioii and all aach increase, in all ptaees, 
at all tiiuea, under all eircumauuioea, even atatain all In- 
ducementa, agaliut all auppoaed limilaiion of great inter- 
eats, againat all conbinaUona, apinat all eompreDdus.>* 

Threats of dissolution have no terror for us. 
Perhaps they were intended for the latitude of 
Wheatland, The future will disclose whether ' 
they have any effect in that latitude. 

The Senator from Texas [Mr. Rcbe] told us 
the other day that we caitod for the negro, and 
he cared for the white man. The Senator from' 
Pennsjlvania [Mr. BiglesJ has expressed the 
same idea. We claim the l^rritories of the Uni- 
ted States for the free laboring men of the coun- 
try, north and south. The extension of shivery 
into Kansa«~into the other Territories, is the 
exclusion of the free laboring men of the country 
from those Territories. The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Adams] referred to the census to 
show that some seven hundred thousand north- 
em men hod gone into the slave States. If the 
Senntkr from Mississippi had read through the 
very oage from which ne made the quotation, he 
woula have discovered that the statement ia not 
correct. By that very page he would have dis- 
covered tiiat, in 1850, less than two hundred 
thousand northern-born men were in all the 
slave States. In 1850, more than two millions 
of the natives of the free States had removed 
from their own States into other States — lesa than 
two hundred thousand of that number had gone 
into the slave States. More than two milnoM 
of immigrants ftam abroad were in the United 
States in 1850. One million eight hundred thou- 
sand of them were in the free States; three hun- 
dred and seventy-eight thousand in the slave 
States. Ninety per cent, of all the emigration 
from the free States eoea to other free States t 
,eighty-five per cent, of all the foreign immigrap 
tion goes to the free States. WhUe only two 
hundred thousand free-State men had passed into 
the siaveholding States in 1850, more than ^ 
hundred thousand natives of slave States had 
removed into free States. In 1850, five hundred 
and fifty-six thousand men, bom in the South, 
were residents of the five States of the North- 
west, saved to freedom by Uie ordinance of 1787 
Vi^nia htb tent sixty thoMaqd more emiemnts 
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into the free States of the Morthweit^ttteB 
eoTered by the ordinance of 1787—thaD all the 
free States have aeni into the slaveholdin^ por- 
tions of the Louisiana purchase, Florida, and 
Texaa. I would remind the Senator from Penn- 
BylTania, [Mr. BioLBft,] that his own State has 
•ent more than three hondred thouaand of her 
moan into the fr«e Weat— only fifteen thouaand to 
these slave Territories. The laboring meq of the 
South, whose battles we are fighting, seek homes 
in the free States; and let nte remind Senators 
that to this claaa of men in sou them Indiana and 
Illinoii Uiejr an indebted for the Totea of thoae 
Btatei. 

Sir, the free laboring men of the North never 
didgo into the sUsreholaing States, and Ihey never 
wUn Establish slavery in Kansas, and you ex- 
clude the entire populauon of the fVee States from 
that Territory, with the exception of a ftw teadi- 
eis, profeB8ionBlmen,andmerchanta. Thefarm- 
era, the mechanics , the laboring men of the North , 
never put themselves on a degradtng equality 
with slaves. In 1650, while five hundred and 
fifty-six thousand southern men had passed into 
the five nortfiwestern States, less than ninety 
thousand northern men of all the ft«e States had 
passed into Florida, Texas, and the whole Lou- 
isiana purchase, which was dedicated to slavery. 
I tell the Senator flrom Texas that the great rea- 
son why we maintaia the doctrine of the prohibi- 
tion of slayery u) all the Territories of the United 
States is that we want to preserve those Territo- 
ries to the free laboring men. 

I commend to the consideration of Senators 
who would open the Territories to slaveiy, these 
words of the Hon. C. J. Fadlknsb, of Virginia, 
ctmcerntng the eiecta of slavery npon the con- 
dition of the farmer, meehaoiOiUid laboring man: 

" tt baniahM free white labor— it eztenninotM Um ms- 
chonic, tbfl utiaaii, tfae mannAcmrer. It depriret them of 
occupation. It deprivea them of bread. It converta the 
eneray of a communlQ' Into Indolence— It* power into fra- 
tx'cilit]'— lis etfieiency Into weakncta." * ■ • <> MuM 
the couniT]' iangoiab, droop, die, that tbe slavehoider may 
jlourisli? Hholl alliDteretnabesubMrrientloone? allrigbbi 
subordinate to (boaeoftlieslaretiolderf Hoinot theme- 
chanic— tiave not tlw middle doaaee tteir — rliWa 
incompatible wiib tbe ezMeae* of stoveryf" ' 

Sir, the Senator from Texas epoke sneeringly 
of bleedmg Kansas. " Througnout the canvass 
our efforts in favor of making ^uisasa free State, 
and protecting the le^rightsof the people, were 
sneered at, as "shrjeks for freedom," and for 
<■ bleeding Kansas." I remember that on the 
evening when the news came to New Yoi^, that 
Pennsj^vania waa carried in October, the Empire 
Club came out with cannon, banners, and trans- 
parencies. The Five Points — where the wavse 
of Abolition fanaticism have never reached, the 
inhabitants of that locality, like the people of the 
Ix>wer Egypt of the West, stood fifty to one by 
the Democracy — the Five Points and the Sixtn 
ward were out — and upon a transparency borne 
through the streets of the great commercial capi- 
tal of the western world, waa the picture of three 
scourged black men; and on that transparency 
were tbe words " Bleeding Kansas ! " I thought 
then that it was a degradation which had reached 
the profoundest depths of humiliation; but oven 
that degradadon has been surpassed here in tbe 
national capital. In that procession whiehpassed 
along these avenues bat a Aw eveninga berore we 
came here — a procession formed under the imme- 
diate eyes of the chiefs of the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government, an^ filled with their 
retainers led by Government officials — was borne 
upon a traDspsrency the words* " Snmner and 
Kansas — let them bleed !" 

The Senator from Texas may sneer, and others 
VUiy sneer, at ■* bleeding Kansas;" but I tell him 
one thing, that, the next day at ten o'clock after 
the presidentialelection, there was an assemblage 
of men, continuing throu^ two days, in the city 
of Boston, from sereial Kates, and from " bleed- 
ing Kansas"— men, some of whom you guarded 
through the summer months for treason — assem- 
bled together to take measures to save Kansas; 
and I assure that Senator, and others who may 
think this stmgiBle for Kansas Is ended with the 
election, that more money has been contribated 
eince that election than during any three months 
of thewholecoQtrovetsy, Thousands of garments 
hjvifi been sent to protect flwt sufieriDg people. 



We have resolved — and we mean to keep that 
nsolation — that if by any lawfbl effort, any per- 
sonal sacrifice, Kan Has can be saved to freedom, 
it shall be saved in spite of your present Admin- 
istration, or anything tliat your incoming Admin- 
istration can do. 

I listened the other day with surprise and pain 
to the allusion made by the venerable Senator 
from Michigan [Mr-Cuilto my colleague, [Mr. 
Somfsa,] whose forced absence from this body 
for the last seven months must have touched the 
senaibilities of every honorable man in America. 
Sir, he is not here to speak for himself. If he 
were here, his physical condition is such that he 
«ould not speak for himself with safety; but he 
will come here again, if God in his providence 
shall restore him to health, by the almost unan- 
imous voice of his native State, to whose cher- 
ished sentiments and opinions he has been true. 
He may not comeuntil the seat which now knowa 
the venenble Senator from Michigan shall know 
him no more. The venerable Senator retires from 
this body by the inexorable decree of the people 
of his adopted State. I know my colleague well 
enough, however, to know that ne is too mag- 
nanimous to huri a shaft at the absent. 

But the Senator takes objection to this figure of 
speech: "The rape of avirgin territory, compel- 
lit^ it to the hateful embraos of slavery." The 
Senator calls this an "unpatriotic metaphor," 
showing a "prurient imagination." I would 
remind the Senator that to the pure all things are 
pure. If this metaphor was not fit to be made, 
surely it was unfit to bl repeated and subjected to 
that Senator's criticism. But is not the figure true? 
Was not Kansas a vi^in Territory ? Was it not 
free? And haa it not been polluted by slavery? 
Were not the sacred words, " Slavery shall lie, 
and is, forever prohibited," written upon every 
fool of its green sods? Every breeze that swept 
over it bore to the world the words, " liberty for 
all." You took this Territory — jrou took it, and 
have you not compelled it to the hatefVd embrace 

slavery? Slavery is there — carried there by an 
invasion. That invasion has placed icxhere, and 
your Administration has sustained it; and the 
Senator fVom Michif^ and other Senaton have 
supported the Administration in its policy of coer- 
cion. Sir, the soil of Kansas haa been bathed in 
the blood of brave -nep for the sole offense of 
loving liberty. 

But we an charged by the President with incul- 
cating a spirit which would lead the people of the 
North and South to stand fhce to face as enemies. 
Sir, I repel that <;)uLtge, as utterly and wholly 
false. There is no such feeling in the northern 
States {pwords the people of Uie South. But a 
fbw months ago, the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
TooMBS,1whos6 views aptm this question of sla- 
very are "known to be extremely ultra, went to 
the city of Boston, and lectured before one of the 
most intelligent audiences that ever assembled in 
that sectien of our country. He waa received 
by all with that courtesy, and that kindness of 
feeling, whidi every southern man who visits 
that section receives, and to which they b«ir 
testimony. Mr.^nton is in the North now, 
lecturing in &vor of the Union — "carrying 
coals to Newcastle." He is everywhere sought 
after, everywhere listened to, everywhere treated 
kindly, tUthbogh he holds views in regard to da- 
very that not one man in ten thousiuid in that 
section approves. 

Can we utter, in the South, the words which 
tbe fathers of the South taught us? Could the 
Senator from New Vork, [Mr. Fish,] whose 
father fought at Yorktown, go to that field and 
utter the sentiments which were upon the lips of 
all the great men of Virginia when Comwatlis 
surrendered ? Could the Senatora from New 
Hampshire stand on that spot once baptized, by 
the blood of Alexander ScammeU, and Uiere utter 
the sentiiBents of Heniy, or of Jefleiton, or of 
Mason? Coidd one or ns go down to Mount 
Vernon, which skvery has converted into a sort 
of jungle, and then repeat the words of Wash- 
ington, that 

" No man deeiret more eomeadytban I do to tee alaveiy 
sboliahed { there le only one proper way to do it. sad tbot 
!• by legislative actim, and lor that my vote riioll never be 
wantiaf." 

Could we go to MonticeHo— «ould ve stand by 



the graves of Jefferson, of Madison, of Henry, 
of the great men of Virginia, and utter the great 
tbouehts which they uttered for the liberty of the 
bonimien? Could 
Henry Clay, 
tobe"acurae, 
to the dave, that no contingeDcy could main 
right?" 

In the slaveholding States free speech and a 
free press are known only in theory. A slave- 
holding, slavery-exUnding Democracy has estab- 
lished a relentless despotism. We invited you of 
the South to meet us in national convention to 
restore the Government to the policy of the 
fathera. Mr. Underwood, of Virginia, did go to 
Philadelphia. He united with us in our deuarS' 
tion of principles; he united with us in the nom- 
ination of John C. Fremont; and for this offense 
he was baniriied fhim Virginia. He returned a 
few days since, and was notified that if he re- 
mained he must run the risk of being dealt with 
by an indignant community. He has left there, 
and I believe is now here in tbe city of Washing- 
ton. When the Prfinont flog was raised in Nor- 
folk, the civil at^thorities took it down. Mr. 
Stannard, a merchant of Norfollr, a native of 
Connecticut, went up to the ballot-box, and 
quietly hanoed in Itis vote for FrEmont. It was 
handed back to him. They would not receive it. 
He was driven firoro tbe polls, and compelled to 
hide himselffordaya, untu he could find auoppot^ 
tumty to escape from the State to preserve his 
life. 

During the canvass. Professor Hedrick, of 
North Carolina, was denounced by the soalfaem 
prese for intend)!^ to vote for Fremont. He 
came out in a moderate, carefully written letter, 
declaring his belief that it would be for the inter- 
ests of rforth Carolina to keep her slaves at 
home, to develop her own resources, and that 
Kansas should be a fVee State. . For that offense, 
the professors of the North Carolina University 
came tt^ther and disavowed any sympathy wita 
him. The trustees assembled and removed him. 
The mob assembled and insulted him. He left, 
or rather was driven from, his ^fitive Slate. ' He 
held a little appointment as a ecisnUfic man con- 
nected with the pOblicalion of your Nautical Al- 
manac, worth (SOO a year — an appointment giTcn 
him by Mr. Secretary Graham. HewenttoCan- 
bridge, where the Nautical Almanac is made up; 
but he has been removed from his position in trie 
Government service as a computer, for the crime 
of having declared, in bis own native State, that 
fas believed the interests of North Carolina rc- 

Juired that Kansas should be ft«e. Let it gs 
broad over the world that a native of Noi^ 
Carolina, a scholar, a man of scientific attain- 
ments, has been removed from bis professorship— 
banished from his State for such an offense; and 
that this Administration has removed him from 
the little office worth $500 as a computer on the 
Nautical Almanac for the same reason. Let it 
go abroad over the world. Let the scientific 
men and the literary men of the Old World under- 
stand that we have a party in power, in repub- 
lican America, which lays its iron .hand on a 
man, even from the slaveholding States, who 
breathes the word "Uberty." That act is a 
black and damning di^raee to this country; and 
then is not an Amertoan, at home or abroad, 
who carries a manly heart in bis bosom, that does 
not look upon it as a degrHdation to hia country. 
Sir. tbe tyrants of the Old Worid will scoff at it; 
and the friends of liberty who turn their eyes 
hopefUlr to us will hang their hea^ in very 
shame for the infamy your AdviinistratioD has 
brought upon the Republic. , 

Mr. PUQH. I would like to ask the Senator a 
questionwith hispermisston. Will he explain to 
us how it happened that a professor was removed 
from the Cambridge Law School in Massachu- 
setts, simply for actine as a commissioner under 
an act of Congress, and was also attenopled to be 
removed from his judgeship under the State laws, 
by resolution of both branches of the Legisla- 
ture, and his removal only prevented by the veto 
of the Oovemor? It struck me that they an 
parallel cases. 

Mr. WILSON. Perhaps that Senator sees a 
parallel; I see none. In the one case it was a 
professor acting, you say, under the law ef Con- 
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emss called the fugitive elave lav. We believe 
uiat lav to b« nnconstituUonal, tnhaman, and 
tmchriatian. He was not compelled to act upon 
it, for be wee under no necessity of holding that 
office. We did not choose that'a man who ex- 
ecutfed that law as he executed it, should teach 
law to the young men of the countiy. One pro- 
fesBor utteied a word for liberty, and your Ad- 
miniatratioB crashed hha; the other perforated a 
deed for slavery, and wa of MaMaehoaetti con- 
demned him. 

Sir, I have nid thatron hava no fteedom of 
apeech at the Soath. Mnatora have denouaced 
us as sectional, because we have no votes in the 
South. That remind^me of the Dutch Judge in 
old Democratic Berk* who kicked the defendant 
out of doors, locked the door, and then entered a 
judgment for default. [Laughter.] Your native 
6ona stand on electoral tickets, or vote our prin- 
ciples, at the peril of life. Then, when you are 
able with your iron dei^otism to crush out all 
there who WQuld go with us, you turn round and 
tell uswearegettingupasectional party. lassure 

Son, there are tent of thonaanda of men in the 
anth whose sympathiee are with us, but they 
have no opportunity bo to vote. In the city of 
St. Loois, nearly three thousand Germans, to 
flhow their devotion to liberty, went to the ballot- 
boxes, when they could get up no State ticket for 
FrSmont, and vtrted for Millard Fillmore, the 
Know Nothing candidate, with the word " Pro- 
test" printed on their ballots, an act which illus- 
tratea your despotlam, and shows that these men 
who were true to liberty in the Old World will not 
be fiUae to their cherished convictions in the new. 
Mr. Moaea C. Church — a son of your State, Mr. 
President, [Mr. Stvart in the chair]— was driven 
from Georgia for writing home to his father these 
words: 

"Tlie wm-king-men, noB-ilaTebotdlng mcchulci, and 
oiittn wbo are dependent upon tbeit daily labor fbr tlieir 
sapport, feel sonly tlie campetttion ofaon-pafd labor ; and 
they do not bemtate to auj they would vote for Fremont if 
titey bad a cbadce. Aj TOten, they are three to one of the 
•laveboUen, and tbey are flwt finding out Uietrnrengtb." 

Even here, in the national CapiM>l> that vacant 
seat [pointing to Mr. SiTiunR's chair] is an evi- 
dence t^t freedom of speech is not always tol- 
erated — not alwava aafe. 

The Senator mm Pennsylvania^ [Mr. Bio- 
LBR,] not now present, charged upon us the of- 
fenseof beingopposedtoslaveryperu. Well, sir, 
we are opposed to slavery jier m. Bat is it to be 
charged upon as that we mean to oauip power 
which we have not, and do not claim, because 
we are opposed to slavery ftr m7 Mr. Buch- 
anan declared, more than thirty years agog that 
he " beti«Ted slavery to be a ' great political, a 
great moral evil,^ and he thanked Ood that his 
lot wan cast in a State where it did not exist." 
Does the Senator from Pennsylvania call that 
warring against slavery per m ? The Senator 
voted in the Senate of Pennsylvaoia, in 1847, in 
favor of tile Wilmot proviso. The Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Masok] r^rds the assertion of 
that doctrine aa a war upon die skve Stalea— ; 
upon slavery per $e. , Does the Senator fh>nf 
Pennsylvania now concur in that opinion? 

The Senator from Michinn [Mr. Ciaa] the 
other day gave us another £sqnurition upon his 
doctrine of squatter sovereigoty. While he oc- 
impied the floor of the Senate m siviiu: us addi- 
tional notee and comments "upon nis Nicholson 
letter, andiniUustnttiog the byauties of his theory 
— while he was upon the fioor claiming that the 
people.of the Territories, in their territorial ca- 
{iBcity, have the right to exclude slavery, a dis- 
tingniahed Representative from Kentuwy [Mr. 
Hdhpbkbt Mamball] was bringing up the 
Democratic ^rtj to the conftasionalin regard to 
this doctrine. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Mason] was summoned to the House to ex|^ain 
to his coUeagues a casual zemark which ha had 
made during the speech of the Senator flrom 
Maine, [Mr. Fessehoeh.I The delegation from 
Virginia proclaimed on the floor of the House 
their unaoimous disagreement with the doctrines 
the Senator from Michigan was then avowing, 
and announced, by authority, that the Senator 
from Virginia had been misunderstood. After 
the cloBSf^ that speech the Senatorft'om Virginia 
eame in here, and asked two roinntes for 
nuioD, and then avowed his do6triiw*to be that 
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Congress had no right, under Uie Constitution, 
tole^slate'inregard to slavery in the Territories; 
that the people of the Territories derived their 
powers from Congress, and therefore had no right 
to legislate at all. That was a beautifVil illustra- 
tion of this doctrine of squatter sovereignty, 
which has been preached all over the North, and 
by whi(!hthe people have been cheated, deceived, 
and deluded. The people of Kansas have found 
that while your motto is " All by the people," 
your practice is *' Nothing for the people." 

The Senator from South Carolina told us some 
days ago, that in the Revolution, when the Gov- 
ernment was first framed, they were all patriots—^ 
they did not quarrel over these sectional ques- 
tions. The Senator from Texas, I think, held 
the same language, that we of this degenerate 
age, were raising these sectional questions. I 
would ask these Senators who forced these issues 
upon US ? In 1774, when the old Congress 
met and framed the Articles of Association, the 
second article was a prohibition of the slave 
trade which had been forced upon the Colonies 
by the policy of the British GJovemment. That 
prohibition of the slave trade was sastuned by 
the North and by the South; even South Caro- 
lina indorsed it. In 1767 when your Constitu- 
tion was framed, we of the Nortn were not re- 
sponsible for the existence of a slave anywhere 
under the authority of Congress. Most of the 
northern States had taken measures in favor of, 
ortendingto,emancipationintheirStateB. When 
the Constitution was framed there was sot a man 
in America who believed that the idea of prop- 
erty in man, to use the words of Mr. Madison, 
was embodied in thatConstitution . When Wash- 
ington entered m>on his duties-as President, there 
was no action of the national Government which 
made the people of Maasachusetts, or of any 
Slate, responsible for slavo^ anywhere outside 
of their own jurisdiction. Were men proscribed 
then who hud the views that we on this side 
of die Chamber now hold? No, sir; the men 
who promulgated the Declaration of Independ- 
ence ; who carried us throiwh the Revolution; who 
framed the Constitutionof the United States; and 
who held the first offices, were all men oppoaed 
to slavery. Washington was President. He had 
declared that no man in America was more in 
favor of the abolition of slavery than himself, 
and his vote should never be wanting to effect 
that object. John Adams had declared that ijon- 
senting to ^verr was a saerilegions breach of 
trust. Thomas Jefferson had proclaimed, over 
and over again, his views in fhvor of emanopa- 
tion, that *' the abolition of slavery was the lust 
object of desire." 

Alex. Hamilton was removed from the presi- 
dency of an Abolition society in New York to the 
head of the United States Treasury. John Jay 
was taken fVom an Abolition society in New York, 
and made Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the United States; yet he had proclaimed to the 
worid that our " prayers to Heaven would be 
impious'* until we abuished slavery. Iredell, of 
North Carolina, had declared that when die abo- 
lition of slavery took place, it would be an act 
pleasing to all generous minds, and ha was made 
a judge of the Supreme Court. Wilson, of Penn- 
sylvania, in the Convention for the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution, had avowed tne doc- 
trine, that die new States were to be under the 
authority of Congress, and that slavery would 
never go there; and yet be, too, was placed on the 
bench of the Supreme Court. Gouvemeur Mor- 
ris, who was sent abroad to represent this coun-. 

ST, declared slavery to be a nenrious institution, 
sdison, Shernum, EUIsworth, Gerry, Patrick 
HeniT — all the great men of the country, NorUi 
and ^uth, with the exception of a few nre-eaters 
in South Carolina and Gteorgia — ^heldtha doctrine 
then that slavery was a local institution, existing 
only by the fbrce of local law; that the nstiond 
Government had no connecUon with it; and that 
it was an institution which would pass 'away 
before our hisher civilisation and our purer 
Christianity. All we ask of you is to carry us 
back and place us where we stood when we made 
tbe Constitution and inaugurated theGovemment. 
Then we were not responsible for the existence 
of slavery anywhere on earth ootside of our own 
Comnionwealths. 
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What have you done? You accepted the 
grants of North Corolma, South (^aroHna, and 
Qeor^a, over Tennessee, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi, on condition that you should not emanci- 
pate tbe 1>ondBmen which had been carried into 
portions of those Territories, thereby making us 
of the free States responsible for the political 

gower at least of slavery in those three great 
tates. Then you located the national capital 
here on the banks of the Potomac, and continued 
the laws of Vi^inia and Maryland, under which 
the slave trade and slavery flourished beneath the 
protecting fbldtf of the national flog. Sir, within 
sight of the starry banner of the Union, which 
now floats over our heads, hundreds of men, for 
whom Christ died, are held in perpetual bondage 
for which we of the North are responsible in ue 
forum of the nations. The permanent interests 
of the country required the purchase of Louis- 
iana. You purchased it. You took with it forty 
thousand slaves. You did not make them free. 
You made the people of Massachusetts and die 
North responsible for their future slavery, and 
the slavery of their posterity. Then you pw 
chssed Florida, with her slaves. You did not set 
them free. You linked us' with slavery in that 
Territory. You mode us responsible for its future 
existencR there. Then you annexed the Sena- 
tor's own State of Texas, and the leading motive 
why it was forced into the Union at that time at 
the risk of a war with Mexico, was to strengthen 
the cause of slavery. Mr. Calhoun, the xaeMet' 
spirit in that annexadon, avowed this substanti- 
ally in his letter to Mr. King, then our Minister at 
Paris. You annexed fexas, with her slaves, and 
you have made us responsitde for slavery there. 

In 1807, when you abolished the AfHeon slave 
trade, you passea a law protecdng the coastwise 
slave trade; and fVom 1807, almost fifty years 
a^, the slave trade has been carried on upon the 
nvers and waters of the United States, under the 
proteeUon of the imdonal flag. You made us 
responsible for that traffic, the trophies of which, 
to use the expressive Uuiguage of John Ran- 
dolph, '* are the manacle, the hand-eufif, and the 
blood-stained cowhide." 

When we established the ConsUtudon — ^when 
we inaugurated the Government — ^we reaffirmed 
the ordinance of 1787 over eve^ foot of our Ter- 
ritory; we stood as a nadon before the world not 
responsible for slavery; we had not ita guilt or 
its shame upon us. By sixty years of legisladon 
you have connected and ossodstsd as with that 
system, until you have arrived at this point when 
you claim it as your right to carry slavery ,*under 
the Constitution, into all the Territories of die 
United States, If you can carry it there, you 
can carry it into the fVee States; for if a man has 
a right to hold his slave by the power of the 
Federal ConsUtutjon, I do not see where a State 
of this Union gets the power to abolish it. 

Mr. Clay declared, in 1850, that this doctrine 
was one of the most extraordinary asaumpdona 
and most indefensible posidons ever taken by 
man. He said: 

" Vmi cannot patyoor finger on the psrt of tbe Coonitn- 
tion which convey* tbe right or the pawn to cany alavea 
flrom one of tbe StatM of the Unlos to any Teintny of 
the United Statea. 

" If the Conatimtloii pouesm ttu psnwoBnt asdiority 
snrLbnted to It, that la, to protect alavarla tbe Tenlto- 
rles, tbe tawi even of the me Stuee of die Uslon would 
yield to thai pamnoont anthori^." 

Denying this authority, he said: 
" If alaves are voUmtsilly canied into raefa aJulidletioB, 
where risvenr does not enit, their obaiM innamly dnxi 
off, and ttaerbsomM free,emBiHfpated,llfesntsdftomlM« 
bondage.** 

The Senator from IlUiuns, [S^. Dovolas,] the 
author of the Kansas and Nehraska act, in reply 
to this extraordinary claim, that the Consdtution 
carries slavery into the Territories, that to deny 
it would be the denial of tbe equality of the States^ 
said: '.' It is no violadon or soauem rights to 

Srohib'it slavery," for '* neither the North nor 
outh, as such, have any rights there at all.*' 
The denial of the extraordinary assompdon on 
the part of slaveholding politicians, by northern 
Senators on the Democradc side of the Chamber, 
are of little value. The Democratic party has 
ita head in the South, its tail in the North, and 
there iron heels are on that. The power of the 
DemocratiepartyisintheSoath. Gendemenof 
the Democratic party in ^rlTtvth mustifoUow 
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touthern lead. You have been forced from one 
poaition to another. You were forced to abandon 

?DuriH)aitianinfitTorof the " Wilniot proviso." 
ou were driven to stand rnion the shifting sands 
of popular Bovereiffnty, and you are now being 
driven from even that position. The Richmond 
Enqaircr tells us that squatter sovereignty has 
been repudiated by the Cincinnati platrorm. 

The Democrats of the South ,*'it tella us, " seek 
not merely to retain slavery where it is, but to 
extend it mlo regions where it is yet unfenown. 
Northern Democrats agree to its extension as a 
matter of right on our part." b is the glory of 
the northern Democracy that it files in and fol< 
lows its southern leaders and masters. I predict 
tfiiit the doctrines maintained on this floor by the 
Senator fsom Mississippi [Mr. Brown] wilt yet 
be adopted by the northern Democracy, unless 
deterred by the newly developed strength of the 
« awakened andaromea freemen of the North. 
The Senator from Texas spoke of northern 
fiinaticisni. Does he suppose that the people of 
the North are ao stolid, ignorant, and deluded, as 
to be deceived on a question of such transcendent 
magnitude ? 

Mr. RUSK. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him > 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly., 
Mr. RUSK. I do not know that I used the 
term fanaticism, but I have frequently spoken of 
the slavery agitation, and X have as frequently 
expressed the conviction which is on my mina, 
that tdl the hue and cry about slavery is raised, 
not by the people of the North; not by the 
mechanics; not by the hard-fisted farmers; but by 
disappointed politicians who desire to get into 
office on a sectional issue. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator from 
TexaSf and those who act with him, will dis- 
abuse their minds right speedily of that idea. 
Ci^t your eye over the North; take New Eng- 
land, with her one hundred and fifty thousand 
popular majority against your candidate; take 
the great State of New York ; take the whole line 
of northern States; and when you look at them, 
remember that we have a large pluralitvin all of 
them, except in a portion of them incluaed within 
about forty thouaand square miles of territory, 
and that we intend to burn over in the next four 
years. I allude to eastern and central Pennsyl- 
Vania, southern Indiana, southern Illinois, and a 
Bmall portion of New Jersey. There we mean 
to discuss the question, and have it well and 
clearly defined and understood. The rest of the 
Nort4 is ours. If you believe that the people 
are fanatics, or that their leaders deceive them, 
remember one thing, that in 1850 there were in 
the United Slates nearly eight hundred thousand 
free persons above twenty years of age who 
could not read or write. Only ninety-four thou- 
sand out of this eifi^t hundred thousand hap- 
pen to Jive in the states which Frfmont has 
carried. Remember another thing, that the Slate 
of Massachusetts, which you consider so ultra — 
a people so easily deluded — prints within a few 
thousand and circulates more newspapers within 
the State, than all the fifteen southern States of 
the Union. Remember they have more volumes 
in their public libraries thsm all the slave States. 
RemeAiber they give away more money to the 
Bible and Missionary and other Benevolent Soci- 
eties every year than theentireslaveholding States; 
and they have done soduriogtbsUtstquarlerof a 
century. 

I tell you, air, that the people are ahead of us, 
and that is what you fear. You say that they 
are deceived by us, and then you turn round and 
declare that you cannot rely on our disclaimers, 
beoaotlethe^ople will pass beyond the direction 
and control of political leaders. The people 
understand this Question, sir; they know their 
responsibilities, ineir powers, and their duties. 

The Senator from South Carolina I think in- 
formed us that be did not see any of the influ- 
ences of the slave power, and there was certainly 
none of it in the Senate ! Why, sir, from the 
origin of the Government to the present time, the 
Senate of the United States has been more or less 
wntrolled by that power. Do you not know 
that, if any nominee sent here for confirmation 
is suspected of being unsound on ike slavery 
question, his rejection is a foregone conclusion i 
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Governor Everett, when he first entered the 
House of Representatives, announced his senti- 
ments upon the slavery question in language 
which brought upon him the censures of John 
Randolph and Churchill C. Cambreleng. In 
; aptte of the known moderation of his views, 
I when his name was before the Senate for con- 
I firmation as Minister to England, it required the 
! powerfulefforts ofHenryCwy to secure that Gon- 
nrmation. Does not the Senator from South 
Carolina remember that objections Were taa^ to 
the confirmation of a gentleman whose name was 
sent here session before last, because the father 
of the nominee had voted for Van Buren in 1848? 
Do not Senators remember the announcement 
made by Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, on this floor, 
that northern men who sympathized with the 
views of th^ Senator from New York, [Mr. 
SewARD,] whose names had been sent into the 
Senate by General Taylor, must be proscribed? 
Do not Senators remember that Mr. Fillmore 
joined in that work of proscription? Is there 
nothing sectional in all this? 

Senators can see nothing sectional in the con- 
stitution of the committees of this body. When 
that subject was referred to a few days since, the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Clat] told us that in 
the House of Represeutalives, where the Repub- 
licans have the Speaker, there the Souih was 
proscribed on the committees. I have examined 
those committees, and I find that of the twelve 
important committees, conalsting of one hundred 
and eight members, fifty of whom are southern 
men, orliorthern men wno affiliate with them. I 
have looked at the eleven important conunittees 
of this body, and I find that the Republicans 
haTO nine out of sixty-five members. 1 did not 
expect anything very liberal in tiie formation of 
the committees. The Senator from Maryland 
[Mr. Pearce] brought in the list. That Sen- 
ator, in a DubliaheB address to the country,, 
referred to tlie Republican party as a '* motley 
alliance," as a "pernicious party;" and he Spoke 
of its leaders as ^*mad agitators," men of " in- 
flamed passions, "and" pervertedjudgment." He 
classed the Senator from New York and myaelf 
among the leaders. Entertaining this opinion 
of the party and of its leaders, it could not be ex- 
pected that be would be over generous. As the 
senator's own State seems to axve paid but little 
heed to hisdenunciationsof iheRcpublicanparty 
and its leaders, I am sure we can be equally in- 
different to his censures. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. But- 
lebJ boasted of the great contentment among the 
slaves in his section of the Union. He told us 
that slaves who had run away were returning to 
their masters; and that this was the best kind of 
fugitive slave law. Perhaps the Senator is right; 
but the events transpiring oil over the South 
hordlysustaintheScnator'sdectarations. I com- 
mend to him, whenever he boasts on this floor 
of the contentment of the bondman, the words 
of Edmund Burke, " He who makes a contented 
slave makes a degraded man. " 

Look at the condition of affairs in your section 
of the Union to-day: in many places your people 
think ihcy have found evidences of incipient 
rebellions. The supporters of Bu^anan and 
Fillmore have rivalea each other in misrepresent- 
ing the sentiments, principles, and policy of the 
supporters of John C- Fremont. The Uaders of the 
southern Democracy have everywhere denounced 
the Republican party as a party in fhvor of 
emancipation by the exercise of the powers of 
the Federal Government. The hungry ear of 
these bondn^en drank in these false accusations 
and unjust reproaches. Your words will be to 
them a possession forever, exciting hopes that 
witlneverdie. Go home — undeceive those whom 
you have deceived. Do us justice. Place us 
where we are, and where we intend to stand — 
opposed to slavery everywhere, in favor of its 
abolition everywhere outside of the slave States 
— opposed to the domination of the slave power, 
but conceding to the people of the slave Slates 
their constitutional rignts to settle the oiatter in 
their own time and in their own way. 

Senators desired to know how we should vote 
on the admission of »«■ as a daveholding 
State. I answer, for m^>^'i if Kanaaa implies 
for admission as a slave State, I wiQ reply in the 
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words of Caleb Cushing, the law officer of this 
Government. In arguing the question of the md- 
mission of Arkansas, he said, wpmkvag io r^aid 
to the power of Congrsss over the sobjeet: 

" Tbe CoMtiWdon coBftn spot ns tbe dlscreiioa M 
aflmit n?w Stales ml will. It tuniu, is eertala re«p«CD. 
our power to act aiBnnatively; but Udoesnm Umit.ia aqr 
mpect. our discretion, on the negative side, ofa refusal U> 
admit new BtMes." 

Resting upon this authority of Uie distinguiahed 
legal adviserof dm Administration,! will answer 
your queaiion, whether I will vote for the admis- 
sion of Kansas as a slave Slate, in his words: 

" I do not penukde myseir thu liberty is ma evil, or tba ; 
Blaver][ is a tnesatug. Wlien called upon to nccotd myoS- i 
d&l unction lo a form of govprnnent wbicb doc merely I 
permiu bat expreMly perpetuBtes slaveiy, I slioDid be falM 
to all the oi>iDionB and principles oT my liTe if ( did aot 
promptly retiim a peremptory and em{riiatic * No ." " I 

The Senator from Texas commends our devo- 
tion to the Union. We have ever mappartgA 
the Uiuon, and I tell you, sir, what we intend to 
do in r^ard to its support. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania the other day denounced tbe Barn- 
well Rhett school of politioans. I suppose he 
thought it safe to attack that little oqoad of fa- 
natics, as he calls them, in South Carolina; but, 
sir, we the Republicans do not confine 'our de- 
nunciations to that little faction. We denounce ! 
your Govemof Wimv, all your chosen leaders | 
who have threatened to destroy the Union if the 
fortunes of the election went against them — 
the men who have your confidence — the men who 
go to Wheatland and have the ear of your incom- 
ing Executive. I give you notice to-day, gentle- 
men, what we intend to do. If the incoming 
Administratioo sends into this body the nomina- 
tion of a single man who ever threatened the dis- 
solution of toe Union, we intend to camp on this 
floor, and to resist his confirmation to tne bitter 
end. I give you notice now that we shall resist 
the coming into power of all that class of men 
as enemies of the Constitution and the Union. 

We go further. We mean to hold the incom- 
ing Administration responsible, if it gives confi- 
dence or patronage to your "Richmond Enani- 
rers"aod '* Examiners,'* your "Charieston Mer- 
curies" and " Standards, ' your '* New Orleans 
Deltas," and your " South Side Democimts," or 
any Democratic JouiqiI in the United Slates which 
threatened the dissolutioi) of tbe Union in tht 
event of our success. We intend here in our 
places to defend that Union which makes us oat 
people, against the men of your party who hav* 
threatened to subvert and destroy it. We intend 
lb go a little further. Your slave propagandist 
jouri^als have denounced the independent labor- | 
ing men of the North as " greasy mechanics," I 
"filthy operatives," '* small - fisted farmers," 
" moon -struck theorists." We mean to hold 
you responsible, if you bestow your confidence 
and patronage upon journals which maintain that 
" the principle of slavery is itself right, and does 
not depend on difference of complexion." 

Senators have told us they want peace — they 
want repose. Well, sir, I want peace — I want 
repose. The State l represent wants peace- 
wants repose. Tens of millions of our property 
are scattered broadcast ov^r the southern States. 
The business men, the merchants, the manufac- 
turers of my State want peace as much as you can 
want it. You can have it. But you cannot have 
it if you want to extend slavery over the free Ter- 
ritories. You eani^ot have it if you continue 
your efforts to bring KanMS ben a slave State. 

If you want peace, abandon your policy of 
slavery extension. Cease all eObrts to contnd 
the political destinies of the country through the 
expansion of slavery as an elwnent Vt politicsl j 
power. Plant yourselves upon yftur reserved 
constitutional rights, and we will aid you in the ' 
vindication of those rights. Turn your attentioB j 
from the forbidden fruits of Cuban, Central Amer- i 
ican, or Mexican acquisitions, to your own dil^ 
idated fields, where the revegetating forests are | 
aprineii^ up, and where, io the language of Gov- 
ernor Wipe, " you have the owners skinning the 
negroes, the negroes skinning the land, until all 

frow poor together." Erase from your statute- 
ooka those cruel laws which shod£ the smai- 
bilities of mankind. Place there humane and 
beneficent legialaUon, which shall protect the leh- ^ 
tiona of hupbwad bqA irif«, pamnc apd dtild— 
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which shall open darkened minds to the elev&ting 
influence of CbrisUan culture. You will then 
have the eeneroussympa Aies, the sincere prayers 
of men who reverently look to Him whose hand 
guides the desiinies of the wotld. You will have 
the best wishes of the friends of liberty all over 
the globe. Humanity and Chrisiianity will sanc- 
tion and bless your efTorts to hasten on that day, 
though it may be distant, when fVeedom shall be 
the inalienable birthright of every man who treads 
the soil of the Korth American continent. 



AOACT APPaOPRtATION BELL. 

SPEECH OF HON. GEORGE E. PUGH, 

or OHIO, 

In tbb Sknats, Avgrut 28, 1856. 

" ft Is fbrMsate that tbera Is a Senate of ttie Vattxi 
States- a body not yet ntoved fhtm lu propriety not lost to 
■ tost sense of In own digaitr and lu own high refponei- 
MUtiss, and a body id wbfeb ibe couuty looks, with con- 
fidenos, Ibr wise, moderate, paUjoticT and beaUnc cOnn- 
ialS.*WlaafeI IPUiter, JfanAT, IW. 

The Senate baring under consideration tbe moikm of 
Mr. HaicTcR, that the Senate adhere lo its amendment to 
Houie bill No. IS3, making appropriations Tor the eupport 
or the Army Ibr tbe year endiii|! June 30, 1897, (be Houae 
ht Representadrea hating twtea previoacly adhered lo Us 
disagrasaHnt to Uie said aatsndsMnt— 

Mr. PUGH said: I am Ibth to eng;age in any 
fltacuBsion of the bill introduced by the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Crittekdbk] this morning; 
but it is so intimately connected with the subject 
of the Army appropriation bill — in reference to 
which tile House and the Senate hare disagreed 
— ^at I cannot well avoid a brief statement of 
AIT objections. 

The Senator proposes to devolve the entire 
l^slative authority of Kansas henceforth upon 
{he Governor and three judges. I admittbatsuch 
was the ori^^nal frame of territorial government 
prescribed in the ordinance of July 13, 1787 jfor 
the region north and west of the Ohio river. The 
Senator says that it operated well-, but, with due 
deference, 1 have another and distinct impression 
in this regard. It was odious to the people then; 
and it viu be odious to the people, I ttiink, when- 
ever, and as often, as it is again attempted^ But 
even that ordinance, Mr. President, did not pre- 
Hcribe such a government for Territories situated 
Am Kansas now ia. It provided that, whenever 
there should be five thousand free male citizens, 
of full age, in ^e Northwestern Territory, those 
citizens should have the right of electiiw repre- 
sentatives to make laws for them. There are 
BOW twice that number of citizens, or more, in 
the Territory of Kansas; so that, as at present 
applied, tbe proposition of ihe Senator lacks the 
authority of this or, in fact, any other precedent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The genUentao ii mis- 
cakcn. if he will Allow me to say so. 

Mr. PUGH. I submit, «ith pleasnre* to any 
correction. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Territory of Loa- 
iaiana was governed in the same way. 

Mr. PUGH. It may have been for a period of 
foar or five months; but not, I think, any longer. 
In October, 1803, soon after Louisiana had been 
acquired, and before Congress had time lo mature 
a plan for its government, an act was passed to 
enable the President to take possession of the 
territory, and either to preserve the peace or pro- 
vide for the administration of justice within it. 
t do not remember the exact language of that 
statute; but the powers intrusted to the Presi- 
dent Were very large, and suiBcient, perhaps, to 
authorize the institution of almost any system of 
eoveromentf Such powers, as the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Cass] well said, were confided to 
safe hands when Thomas Jefferson filled the pres- 
idential oUice. That act was repealed by the act 
of March 36, 1804, under whicli a regular tern- 
torial government was established. I repeat, 
therefore, no precedent can be found in our legis- 
lation fbr depriving a community of twenty-five 
or thirty thousand inhabitants, like Kansas, of 
the right of ItKsal representation. 

The next provision is one which has been the 
Bubjeec of inucb debate, and ia eonnection'with 
irirhtch the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Clat- 
TOM] anaigned as yesterday at lenjsih. It in the 



eighteenth section of tbe bill introduced by the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toombs,] as amended 
by4he addition of a clause proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, [Mr.GETER,] in these words: 
« No law Bbsll be made or have force or effect in sold 
Territory, which shall require a teat oath, or oath to aup- 

S>rt any act of Congreaa or other legislative set, aa a'qual- 
cation for any eini office or public trust, or lor any em- 
ployment or proftMion. or to nerve as a Juror or vote at an 
election ; or which abail impose an^tax upon, or condition 
lo, Uie eierctse or tbe right of suflhue by any qnaltAed 
voter ; or wMcb shall rmtrain or prohibit the fte« discussion 
of say law or fiil))eet of leglalauon la ibe said Tsrritoiry, 
or the fine szpnasion of opinion tfaeredn by the people of 
said Territory." 

This declares, in the form of abill of rights, as 
an amendment to the Kansas o^anical act, cer- 
tain general provisions which are alleged to have 
been violated by the statutes of the Territorial 
Legislature. Tne Senator from Delaware asserLs 
that here is an olive-branch which the Senate 
should tender to theHouse, and which the House 
would accept as a compromise and settleoient of 
all differences in respect to the Army ^propria- 
tion bill. 

Well, Mr. President, the Senate has twice en- 
acted thatvery provisioa,andsentittothe House 
of Representatives, Why has not the House 
accepted it? Why does not the House now ac- 
cept it? Both of ttiOBC bills remain, undisturbed, 
upon the Speaker's table, not so much as hon- 
ored by the compliment of having been once 
read. If, as su^estcd, the provision was accom- 
panied by other provisions to which the House 
objected, how cas^ to strike them all out, and 
return us the bill in that shape. What guaran- 
tee haa the Senate that tlie House ever wOl agree 
to this provision in any shape, singlyor co^nec^ 
ed With other provisions ? Are we not sure, in 
fact, that the House never will agree to it ? The 
Senator from Delaware had barely concluded his 
speech, on yesterday, when the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Sbwabd] aaeurod us, in the most 
authoritative manner, that no such proposition 
Would be acceptable to his friends in the House, 
now or at any future time. Why, then, prolong 
these altercations? For one, sir, whenever it is 
demonstrated that tbe bill introduced by the Sen- 
ator from California, [Mr. Weller,] to enact the 
eighteenth section of uie pacification bill as a sep- 
arate measure, will be accepted by tbe House of 
Representatives in settlement of the Kansas ques- 
tion, I am prepared to vote for that bill. I have 
voted for it twice,and, if necessary, will vote for 
it again. But, air, 1 will not contintie, day after 
day, Uie vain employment of offering proposi- 
tions for compromise, for concord, for peace, 
to have them rejected with scorn. 

The House of Representatives haa equal legis- 
lative authority witn us. The members of the 
House have assumed — or rather it has been 
aasumed for tliero, in the course of this discus- 
sion — a peculiar guardianship over Kansas and 
all ita affairs. Why, if certain objectionable 
statutes alone prevented peace and order and 
mod government in the Territory, did not the 
Hotise send us a bill to abrocate tnem five or six 
months ago ? But, air, I ask the question fairly 
of oil sides: can it be doubted, after the discus- 
sion of yesterday, that if the bill of the Senator 
fVom California were now adopted by the Senate 
it would be treated with the same contempt in 
the House of Representatives as tbe bill which 
we have twice passed? Then, assuredly, we are 
not responsible for Uiese obnoxious statutes of 
the Kansas Legislature. 

I concur with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Bekjahin] upon the proposition which the Sen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. Trukbcll] has just 
attacked. I deny that, in any legal, proper sense 
of the term, Congress can rra«ai tbe enactments 
of the Kansas Legislature. Congress may abro- 
gate them, doubtless, in virtue of its superior 

Fower; but I need not dwell upon that question, 
stated my views at some length when the Sen- 
ator from Missouri first proposed his amendment. 
I saw no difficulty then — I have seen none since* 
— in declaring ceftain general provisions, in the 
nature of a bill of rights, as part of the organical 
law. That was done by the ordinance of July 
13i 1767,_ in so many words. We do not name 
any particular statute; we leave the judicial an- 
thonties to dedde which of the atatntee of Ean- 
ni, and lo ^^t extent, contravene thoiw funda- 



mental provisions. It seems to me, sir, that we 
have been perfectly consistent in this; but the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Tkuhbull] cannot 
understand us— or so at least be amrms. WeU, 
air, I shall make no further attempt to enlighten 
him. * 

The bill of the Senator f^m Kentucky pro- 
poses, also, that we shouId, by act of Congress, 
determine certain prosecutions now pending in 
the courts of the United States for the Territory 
of Kansas; and, furthermore, direct certainpris* 
oners to be at once set flree. Where did we 
obtain that j^weti The judicial authoritieg 
alone can acquit these men. The President, in 
the discharge of his executive duties, might 
authorize the district attorney to discontinue the 
indictments; but this would not prevent another 
grand jury from returning new indictments for 
the same offense. Whatever the wisdom of that 
course, or its propriety, we have no power to 
intervene. Our functions are legislative, and not, 
in this respect, either executive or judicial. For 
us, the Senate and the House, by mere statttte, 
to determine aprosecution pending in any of the 
courts of tbe United States — it is what we cannot 
do. 

The Senator from Kentucky remarked in thia 
connection, that there could be no such offense as 
treason a^aittst the Territory of Kansas. That 
may be; but those prisoners are not indicted for 
any such offense. They are indicted for treason 
against the United States. They may be guilty 
of it, or they may be innocent. My own opinion 
is, that although guilty of resistance, armed resist- 
ance, to the execution of the territorial laws, their 
offense does not amount totreasop. I hod occa^ 
sion to examine the indictment, some weeks ago, 
whilst their petidon was before the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and became satisfied that it was 
bad in form and bad in substance, ^nce that, 
fif tfie telegraphic diepatches arc worthy of <cre- 
aence,) Mr. C^iief Justice Lecoillpte has arrived 
at the same conclusion, for he has ordered some 
of the indictments to be quaahed, and the trial of 
others to be uostponed. 

But, Mr. President, by what authority could 
Congress now wrest this question from the judi- 
cial tribunals? Why not leave it entirely to 
them I Can we pretend there is any, even the' 
least, danger that men will be convicted wreag- 
fully for what the Senator from Kentucky calTa 
"political" offenses? Is it not perfecdy notori- 
ous, sir, that in all the history of our Govtrq- 
ment, to this hour, there has never been a single 
execution for treason, and, I believe, not a single 
conviction? Why, therefore, should we assume 
a power which does not belong to us, and upon 
the suggestion of eonseguences which alt exp^ 
rience has shown to be improbable ? 

The Senator from Delaware arraigned certain 
other Senators yesterday, because uiey did not 
agree to an amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. FEsaainiSN] to the first proviso 
inserted by the House of Representatives in the 
Army appropriation bill. lie said that thoat 
Senators would stand before the country as re- 
sponsible for the words which the Senator from 
Maine proposed to have stricken out — which 
words it ia now admitted, on all hands, involved 
a plain violation of the Constitution of the United 
States. Sir, the propriety of each vote must be 
determined by iu own tureumstances. If the 
proposition had been to strike those words fVom 
a clauae which the Senate was prepared to adopt, 
and any Senator had voted against it, he might 
thus have made himself responsible for the words 
in question. But that proposition was nttide, you 
wiH recollect, pending a motion to strike out the 
entire clause. It was, in parliamentary phrase, 
an attempt to ptrfeei the clause; to render it, in 
odier words, entirely unobjectiooidile. jlf, there- 
fore, tbe clause would be just as objectionable 
without those words as witu them, it must needs 
have been a matter of indifference which way 
Senators voted. For this reason, as I was not 
within the bar when my name was called, I did 
not ask the privilege- of recording my vote. But 
1 voted with the Senator from Delaware, and all 
those whom he baa assailed, to strike out the 
entire clltuse — as well the words to which the 
Senator from Maine objected as the real of it. 
And I will say, fUrtbermow, Uiat thevckuM 
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vonld have been just aa objectionable to me with- 
out those words as with tnem; for, if I compre- 
hend the proviso righlljr, it was, in general and in 
detail, each of its propositiQns and all-its propo- 
sitions together, a direct and outraffeous assaalt 
upon the Constitution of the Uirited States. 

In the first place, (and I will briefly discuss that 
which has been ao Ailhr discussed by others,) as 
to the attempt of the Hoose of RepresentaUTes 
to coerce the Senate. Why, sir, the legislative 
power of this Government is vested equally in 
the Senate and io the House of Representauves. 
There can be no law in ths Unit^ States, unless 
it commands our assent as well a the assent of 
the House of Representatives. That House has 
no monopoly of legislation — nothing, in this re- 

Sect, which we have not. Whenever, therefore, 
e House assumes exclusive legislative power 
in the Government—whenever it assumes to re- 
quire that Senators shall forego their convictions 
of public duty upon topics ofgeneral legislation, 
or else submit to a loss of the customary appro- 
priation bills — then, sir, disguise it as you choose, 
the House usurps the authority of its codrdioate 
brandi, and its course is revolutionary as well 
as unconstitutional. What is the msenl ease ? 
The Senate and the House do not diner in respect 
to the details of these appropriations. Not at 
all. It is not even proposed^ in direct terms, to 
disband the Army of the United States. 1 ac- 
knowledge that either House of Congress may 
refuse an appropriation for the Army, and thus 
compel the Prmident to disband it. The Con< 
stitution limits all appropriations for this pur- 
pose, to a period of two years; and the limita- 
tion is a wise one. If the House had refused to 
concur with oain maintaining th« Army for an- 
other year, then — although I should believe that 
its members were derelict in their duty as legis- 
lators — the refusal would, nevertheless, be con- 
stitutional. I could state a case, however, in 
which that wot^ be aa act of the noblest patri- 
otism. 

But, air, the Houae intimates no wish to dia* 
band the Army at present; it does not object to 
any detail of the appropriations asked. It requires 
that the Preaident shall not use the Army for 
certain specified purpoaes. What are those pur- 
poses? Let us examine: 

"PrnMei, hayttvtr, and it U ktrOydtdmni, TbMt no 
part Df ih« nuUtaJ7 Ibree of Uie tJnitea States, fbr the nip- 
port oTwhkb apiwoprlatioiu u« made by ttaii act, ahaU be 
emploTad in aid of tbe enltorceinent or anv enacUnrat of 
tbs bodr Bislmlag to be llie TenHofial Legulatnre trf Kan- 
sas, until sueh eBoenaent riisB bsve bsea tOmtd and 
apjOTvsd by Crniftm," 

I am unable to see how the affirmation or 
approval of Congress could make that a valid 
Territsrial Legislature which was merely invalid 
before; but I will not now debate that question. 
The proviso is to the effect that the President 
ahall not use the Army to enfbrce any of the laws 
of BCansas. 

Now, sir, one duty of the President, as defined 
in the Constitution, is to *' take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed." He is sworn to dis- 
eluuge that duty; and the Constitution declares, 
in article fborth, section fimrUi, that the United 
Stales shall protect each State against invasion, 
and upon application of the State Legislature or 
the State E<xecutive ^when the Legislature can- 
not be convened) aeamst domestic violence. The 
emergency in which this power can be invoked, 
therefore, is defined by the Constitution. It is 
upon the demand of the Governor when the 
Legislature cannot be convened; and, in further- 
ance of this duty, Congress is empowered '* to 
povide for calling forth the militia" to suppress 
maurrecnons," aa well aa to repel invaaiona. On 
the 98th of February, 1795( Congresa enacted a 
law upon thia anbject: the first, second, and ninth 
aections of which provide that, in case of insur- 
rection in any State, the President should, upon 
demand of (ae Governor or Legislature, call forth 
the militia of other States to execute the laws of 
the State thus threatened. Not, sir, the militia 
of that State, for the act was framed upon a pre- 
sumption that it had been called forth by the 
Legislature or Governor, and had proved insuf- 
ficient. Tbe call of the President is for the 
militia of other States, and for the purpose of 
executing the hiws of the State which has nutde 
the tei)aiaition. Thoae lawo— whether wiae laws 
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or unwise ones — good, bad, or indifferent — thus 
becoifa^, pro hae vice, the laws of the United 
States^ and the President has no choice, under 
the Constitution, but to execute them. 

On the 3d of March, 1607, this act of Con- 
gress was so amended aa to provide that upon 
the demand of the Legislature or Governor of 
any State, or Territory, the President mig[ht em- 
ploy the armed fon;^ s of the United States instead 
of the militia of individual States. Such is the 
legislation of Congress upon this subject. (United 
States Statutes, vol. 2. p. 424; vol. 3, p. 443.) 

Now, air, what doea the Houae proviso re- 
quire? Tbe Governor of Kansas Territory has 
called npon the President to auppreas an insur- 
rection. That demand was communicated to tbe 
Senate in January last. It was regular in form 
and sufficient in substance; it was made, there- 
fore, in strict accordance with the Constitution 
and the laws; and I say, for one, that the Presi- 
dent had no diaeretion in the case. If he had re- 
fused to act upon that demand, or to obey it, he 
would have violated his official oath, and sub- 
jected himself to impeachment. Both Houses of 
Congress together could not have absblved him 
fVom the perfbhnance of a duty thus enjoined. 
The act of March 3, 1807, places the Territory 
of Kansas upon the footing of a State, and re- 
quires the Preaident to execute its laws against 
all insureents and invaders. 

The Constitution, therefore, has imposed the 
duty, and has specified the conditions; it has de- 
clared when tbe President shall act, and what he 
shall do. Those conditions, in the case of Kan- 
sas, have all happened ; and yet the House of 
Representatives attempts to say that the President 
diall not perform hta daty under the Constitution ; 
shall not snppreaa the insurrection which the 
CoDstitation requires him to suppress. 

It is alleged, however, that the laws which the 
Governor of Kansas has called upon the Pres- 
ident to execute under the Constitution of the 
United Slates, were adopted by a Legislature, 
the members of which — some or all of them — 
were unduly or improperly elected. But, sir, 
who gave iis authority to determine such a ques- 
tion OS that? Who has constituted us the tribunal 
to hear and determine a contest for membership 
in the Kansas I<egislature? The territorial act 
constitutes each House of that Legislature an 
exclusive judge of the election and qualifications 
of its own members; and the Senate nas no more 
right to reexamine a decision made by either of 
thoae HoOBss upon a contested oaae, than it has 
to inquire of the election of members of the Houa6 
which now sits at the other end of the Capitol. 
Suppose, sir, that the mesnge which has been 
sent hither to-day, announcing the conclusion of 
that House upon the Army appropriation bill, 
should be assailed by some Senator upon the 
pretext that ten or twelve of the fentlemen who 
voted against our amendment, and thus decided 
the question, had never been properly elected; 
and should uree the Senate to send out a com- 
miaaion to auui and such conereasionol districU 
in the several Statea, in order that we might 
dedde who were, and who were not, entitled to 
vote as Representatives, and whether the message 
delivered to us ought, or ought not, to be taken 
OS an authoritative resolution of the House: it 
would not be a whit more absurd than to pretend 
thav Congress can pass upon the election and 
qualification of memoers in the Territorial Legis- 
lature. 

Some have claimed, also, that an appeal might 
be taken to the judicial courts, to decide whether 
these enactmenia of Ihe Territorial Legislature are 
or are not valid laws. I do not a^e to the prop- 
osition; bat it cannot, when admitted, justify the 
House proviso. If the enactments djo not ema.y 
nate from a proper authority — if usurpation wag 
practiced upon the qualified electors, as some 
Senators allege — then, by this proposition, con- 
fessedly, the judicial power could grant redress. 
That power is not reposed in Congress. The 
Constitution bos conferred it Iq so many terms 
upon a Supreme Court of the United States, and 
such infbnor courts as may be ealabliahed by 
law. 

It ia aaid, faowerer, that the Houae of Repre- 
aentatives hoa aacertained, aa a matter of fact, 
that the Kanaoa Legialature waa only a tisnrp- 
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ation. The House had no power to ascertain any 
such fact; and all its proceedings in that regard 
amount tousurpationof the highest degree. The 
House can and does exercise a judicial authority, 
under the Constitation, in respect to the election 
of its own members; and I wul not deny that, in 
the exercise of this authority, it can resort to 
any means proper, in its judgment, to ascertain 
whether or no the Delegate from Kaiaaa had been 
rightfully chosen; but bej^ond that point the 
House could not constitutionally proceed. Its 
members had no more right to apply the teati- 
mony obtained under a commission for that pur- 
pose to the general purposes of legislation, uum 
they had to act upon telegraphic dispatches printed 
in tne newspqwre, as tesumony for or against 
themselves in a case at law. The testimony was 
irrelevant to all the purposes of legislation ; it was 
illegal; it was improperly obtained. When Sen- 
ators affirm that the House of Representativea 
was justified in assuming to decide, as a legisla- 
tive body, upon Jhe valtaity or invalidity of tbe 
statutes of Kansas, merely because it nad col- 
lected a number of depoaitiona under the preienn 
of ascertaining the eleetiou of one of its own 
members, I answer that the House acted wi^out 
authority when it entertained the question; and 
that it had no testimony upon the aubject, one 
way or the other, which a court of justice, in 
similar circumstances, would not exclude oa irrel- 
evant and incompetent. 

I repeat, for the third or fourth time, the House 
had no authority to entertain such a question. 
It is a question which involves the n^hts of 
parties, and requires the exercise of a judicial 
discretion. Did the House afford the parties aa 
opporlimityto be heard? Certainly not. What 
process was iasued to bring them, or their wit- 
nesses, before it? Who«xamined,orcroas-exam- 
ined, the witnesses? In what form and under 
what sanctions did the House deliver judgment ? 
And how is that judgment to be rendered effectual? 

But, air, another difficulty presents itself. The 
Senate is a codrdinkte branen of the Federal Legis- 
lature; and if Uiese depositions are to be used 
for any legislative purpose, the Senate should 
have been consulted in reference to obtaining 
them. How can it be expected, or even asked, 
that we should give the assent of our judcment, 
aa testators, to the report of two genUemen 
whom we did not appoint, and over whose conduct 
we had no supervision. The depositions taken 
by the House commission never have been laid 
before us; and yet, air, it is claimed that the 
Senate should act upon a mere presumption that 
the House, in the exercise of a jurisdiction peculiar 
to itself, to wit, the trial of a contested election, 
has ascertained certain facts of vital importance 
to both branches of Congress, ip their legisla- 
tive capacity, but of which the Houae never 
has seen fit to give us any information. If the 
report of which we have neard ao much in this 
debate be aa conclusive as Senators^k^, wfayr 
waa it not submitted to the Senate as well as to the 
House ? It has never been before us for exam- 
ination. No copies have been f\inushed ua by 
the Houae. We muat read it (if we can) in bor- 
rowed volnmea. Our committees have not seen 
this fhmoua report. The Senate waa not con- 
sulted as to the choice of commissioners. The 
Senate was not allowed to prescribe the rules 
under which testimony should be received, nor, 
in (hct, to exercise any control from the b^in- 
ning to the end. 

I might declare also, Mr. President, as my 
opinion, after such examination as I have been 
able to give this report, that its conclusions ore. 
not warranted bv the evidence, and are^ in fact, 
altogether increuible. But regarding it as in- 
applicable to any purppae of legialation in el^er 
House, I need not enter upon that branch of the 
discussion. •■ 

I acknowledge, with all the Senators who have 
spoken before me, that both Housesof Congreas, 
together, may enact a legislative provision, of 
general character, in an appropriation bill. I do 
not consider that as ordinarily advisable; it is 
irregular, and oflen full of evil consequences. 
Nevertheless, if both Houses agree that a partic- 
ular proposition shall become a law, it may be 
enacted as part of an appropriation bill. The 
objection to that course ia merely one of order 

Digitized by Google 



1856.] 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



71 



34th Cono....3d Skss. 



Rod form. I do not complain* therefore* because 
the House of Repreeentattves haa inierted a gen- 
eral legiai&tin provision in thia bill. I complain 
becauae, although the House affrees with ua that 
the Army should be maintainea-^agrees with ue 
as to the suina of money to be expended for that 
purpose— faeeanee, alihoogb the minds of the two 
branches of Congress accord entirely in reference 
to the whole subject of the appropriation itself — 
liie House persists in the dectaration, again and 
again, that unless we abandon our convictions of 
public duty upon another and sqiantte ouestioo — 
unless* if you please, we coosent to believe what 
its members believe— unless, in fine, the Senate 
will surrender its independence and coordinate 
authorityasa branch of the Federal Legislature — 
this bill (aa to all the details of which both the 
'House and the Senate agreej ahall not become a 
law. If it be justifiabfe, sir, in r^ard to the 
Army appropriation bill, itwasjustifiable also in 
regard to every bill which received the sanction 
of both Houaea at the last session . The Houae 
might oa well have attached a Kanaaa proviso to 
all our private- bills. It might have flent us a 
formal mesaage,atthecommencomeDt of the ses- 
sion, to this effect: " The House will not a^ree 
lo the passage of any bill, however unobjection- 
able in itself, unless the Senate will promise to 
vote upon the Kansas ouestion precisely aa the 
House wiahea." And uerefore, air, I affirm that 
the action of the House in adhering to this proviso 
(after we have twice and thrice rejected it) as a tine 

Sua mm to the passage of an Army appropriation 
ill, is revolutionary to the last degree. There 
never haa been a bolder assault upon the Consti- 
tution of the United Stales. Itwould,ifsucceB8- 
flil, entirely overthrow and destroy the independ- 
ence of the Senate. It is an undertaking to wrest 
from ua, the embassadors of sovereign States, 
that equal and oodrdinate authority, as a House 
of Congress, with which the Conatitation has 
clothed us. / 

Mr. President, this Government is not one of 
mere numbers. No such Qovemment could have 
been formed in September, 1787, by the consent 
of any two States, and much less of thirteen. 
The States then in existence — some small and 
some large — associated upon .terms of equality, 
as regards this branch of the Federal Le^sla- 
ture; and never would have adopted the Constitu- 
tion at all if they had foreseen that a numerical 
majoritr in the House of Representatives could 
usurp tne whole power of lagtalatioD — reduce the 
Senate to a name, and even command the Presi- 
dent to violate bis constitutional obligation and 
oalh. Already in this debate, it lias ocen com- 
plained that the State of Delaware should have 
an equal representation in the Senate with the 
Sutic of New York. Delaware had that equality 
before the Constitution was framed ; and without 
an express acknowledgment of it in the Consti- 
tution, our noble Union never would have been 
established. You will recollect, sir, that although 
three fourths of the State* can amend the Fed- 
eral Conatitation, in some respects, without the 
assent of the others^ there ia one particular in 
which the Constitution is unalterable — a pro- 
vision which thirty of the States, even, cannot 
change. It is, sir, that no State shall be deprived 
of ila equal representation in the Senate with- 
out its own consent. Thiaquestion, therefore, 
touches the very foundaCbn oiour Federal Gov- 
ernment. How can it profit the States to retain 
their equality of representation in the Senate, if 
the Senate is to be trampled under foot by the 
House? To my constituents, perhaps* the mis- 
chief would not be as serious as it would be to 
others. With the aid of New York* Fenoay)- 
vanta, Virginia, and three or four other States, 
Ohio could rule the Union at pleasure. 

But this would be a fatal departure from the 
ConsUtution, that a minority of the States — rep- 
resented according to population in the other 
House — should be able to govern , absolutely, all 
the other States. If, thereiore* the Senate should 
now recede from its amendment — if it should 
tolerate, for an instant, the idea that the House 
of Representatives can dictate conditions upon 
which the Army shall be supported, or the civil 
list maintained — the Senate will cease to be a 
braach of the Federal Legislature for all practical 
purposes. It wfll be only aeofporolion without 
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power, without real dignity, without even self- 
respect. Those cherished doctrines in reference 
to the righte of the States and the sorareigaty of 
the States, for which Jefferson achieved so many 
and such glorious battles, will be overturned for- 
ever, and we Senators must descend to a much 
more humble position than that of Peers in the , 
British Parliament. They have titles* at least, 
for themselves and^eir children: we shall be 
like actors struttin^our brief period upon this 
stage, for the diveraion of those who crowd the 
galleries. 

In myjudgment, consequently, the House now 
attempts the utur destruction of the Senate as a 
coordinate legislative branch. And yet, as I have 
shown, the Senate ia a vital oi^an of the Federal 
Legislature and Government. When it ia abol- 
ished, or rendered powerless, the Constitution is 
at an end; and this Republic will de^nerate into 
a tumultuous despotism — ruled arbitrarily, from 
hour to hour, by one faction and than another — 
until, at last, it shall disappear in that vortex 
where all the free nations of antiquity have dis- 
appeared . The taAty of our Government resides 
in an equal representation of the States in one 
House of Congress. Let us maintain that rep- 
reaentation as a real power, or else alnndon our 
offices and our country forever. 

The action of the House has been justified, in 
this debate, upon the pretext that it has an cxclu- 
aive right, under the Constitution, to originate 
appropriation bills. It has no such right. It has 
the exclusive right to originate bills for nttring 
revenue; but our right to amend them, or even to 
reject them, ia quite as absolute and unqualified 
as the rightof the Houseto ordinate them. And 
certainly, sir, the right to originate a bill does 
not include the right to deprive us of our consti- 
tutional privilege to amend it. The laws of the 
United States must express the concurrent will 
of both Houses, and not merely the will of one 
House. But, sir, I have denied this claim of 
exclusive power in the Houae of Representetives 
to originate appropriation bills. My opinion was 
otherwise, I coniess, at the commencement of 
this session; but the Senator fVom Louisiana 
[Mr. Bbnjahih] was kind enough to refer me to 
a number of pai^gmphs in Elliot's Debates of the 
Constitutional Convention. I discovered, from 
those references, that the proposition had been 
mode three times, at least, to confer on the House 
of Representatives an exclusive power to originate 
appropriation bills, and that it was rejeded each 
time by adeeisivevote. The House therefore has 
no such right. It has a right to originate bills 
which impose taxes. Why? Because iumemt>ers 
are apportioned among the States, acccording to 
the ratio of direct taxation; and thus do represent- 
ation and taxation run together. Itwosinvirtueof 
the much-abused three-filths clause in the Consti- 
tution that the House obtained the right to origin- 
ate bills for raising revenue. It was upon the 
idea that the ratio of representation in the House 
would be the ratio of taxation. The authors of 
our Federal <3ovemment supposed that it would 
be maintained in a great degree by the imposition 
of direct taxes. Such has not been the case, 
however, in fact. Our Federal revenue ia derived 
chiefly from duties on imports; and the reason 
upon which the Constitution proceeded, when it 
conferred on the House of Representetives an ex- 
clusive right to originate bills for raising reven^, 
no longer existe. Nevertheless, for one, I do not 
wish to see the Constitution altered in that par- 
ticular. 

What else, Mr. President* does the House 
require of us? Not on^ that «e shall unurp the 
right of each House of^ the Kansas I.egisIaturo 

to decide upon the election of its own membeas, 
and usurp, also, the power of the judicial coufte 
to decide what are and what are not laws — we 
ore asked to invade the high duty of the Pres- 
ident, guarantied by his public oath that he will 
execute the laws of the United States, and like- 
wise execute the laws of the several Slates'and 
Territories, whenever the great emer^ney epeci- 
fied in the Constitution shall have arisen. More 
than all this, sir, has been required. Here is the 
second clause of the House proviso: 

« But ihla prorian ihail aot be to coMUned aa to preveat 
the rmSMriai fhw twptnjlin sa ideqnaie mflilaq'fbcoei 
but It ibsll be Mt diitjr to emfinf weft fbrcr, tn prevent the 
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iavuloit or ntd TenUfxy bj smed butda of DOD-reaidenU, 
or any other body of non-rewdenM, acting Or eUmlM to 
actasa fMM eoMilatiw of any olBcer In tiU TsnihRyin 
Uia ettfiicceiiMBt of onj sach eaocUneni.*' 

The first section of the set of I^bmorr 98, 
1795, commands the President to call fortn'tho 
militia of other States in order to execute the 
laws of a State which may be threatened with 
insurrection. That act, and ite amendment of 
Maroh S, 1807, were passed in accordance wiUi 
the clause of the Constitution which requires 
Congress to provide for calling fbrth the militia 
to repress insarcections and invasions; and yet 
the House inaiate that we shall forbid the Presi- 
dent, in all cases of insurrection or invasion in 
Kansas, no matter how flagrant or uojustifiabloi 
from employing the militia of any State, or even 
unarmed citizens of a Stete, for the preservation 
of peace and the reSstabltshraent of order. 

The proviso then adds: 

"And to protect perMms and property therein, and njxm 
the natloDKl blfhwajn lesAaf to Mia TenilMy, Cam aU 
unlawftil uarcbei and seizaree." 

What is a n^^UmtU highway? The Senator 
fr^m Illinois f Mr. Truubvi-l] promised to inform 
US; but in all the statutes which he read, from 
first to last* no such phrase occurs. 1 acknowl- 
edge that the term "highway" has stnuetimes 
been applied figuratively to a navigable river. 
The ordinance of July 13* 1787* declai?e8 that the 
navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and 
the St. Lawrence shall be " common highways," 
and free of toll to the citizens of the United States. 
I understand what the phrase *' common hif^> 
way" means. That defioes a highway over 
which any citizen has the r^ht to pass and 
repass, and which no othef citizen can obstruct, 
by a fence or otherwise, without being liable to 
an action or an indictment. But to call a road a 
'* common h^hway" is not to attach any polit- 
ical jurisdiction or character to it. Does the 
Senator imagine that, because the ordinance of 
1787 declares the Mississippi river a common 
highway for the citizens of all the States, Con- 
gress can exercise general legislative authority 
over it? Certainly, sir* no such proposition can 
be maintained. Congress can exercise over thai 
river, as elsewhere throughout the United States, 
only those powers which are conferred by the 
ConstitDtion. It can exercise authority so far 
as the jurisdiction of admiralty is concerned. 
That has been decided. It can exerciae authority 
so far as the regulation of commerce between the 
States, or with the Indian tribea, is concerned. 
That* also* has been decided. But to exerdse 
authority as the isunc Aste soverewn, with a rif|[ht 
to dedde what ore legal and what ille^ seiz- 
ures, and to define the relations of persons or 
the condition of property, there is no such 
power in the Federal Government. None such 
18 conferred by the Constitution, nor recognized 
in any ordinance or law whateoever. A *' na- 
tionid*' highway, forsooth ! Does thp Comber- 
land road fall within that designation? It was 
constructed by the authority of Congress, and 
at the public expense. It is more a national 
highway, in all conceivable senses* than the Mis- 
souri river. "The national highways!'* Such 
an otter nusappUcation of legal terms and prin- 
ciples, coupled with so gross a perversion or the 
powers of the Federal Government, never found 
ite way into Congress before. This paragmxh 
is either nonsense, or else it authorizes the Pres- 
ident of the United States to seize any man whom 
he may find traveling upon the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad. That is as much a national high- 
way as the Missouri river. It is a road upon 
which any man has the right to travel who will 
pay his fare. The company is a common car* 
rier. Its officers cannot legally refuse to trans- 
port a passenger who tenders the ujual fhre, and 
conducte himself in an orderly manner. It is as 
much a national highway , therefore, as anyroad 
or river in the Union. The House of Represent- 
atives has authorized and, aa ftras iteould, re- 

auired the Frendeot to dedare lyrtial law from 
le Athntie to the Paeifle coast. 
I come now to the last clause of this imnso: 
<< And itaMlbahisAnherdBtfto takeeOdeat IMM- 
orea to compel ttas nton of, sod wUUuHd sU simi of the 
UnlWd Btsies, dttttOeisd In orlo Mid Terrltoiy, in P<in«- 
anee of any Uw of the United Btaiai aaiboiWiiii the dia. 
titbudoBararaHtottflBMUesandT^nl^f." . 
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tribute public arms to the Stales and Territories 
according to their respcctiTe population; and yet 
the House now requires ttuut vb shall omit the 
performance of thuconstitatioDnldutT* and leave 
the inhabitants of Kansos'wilboat tneir proper 
means of defense against foreign and domestic 
enemies, according to the design of the Consti- 
tution. A^n, uerefore, I sav, that each of 
these proTisions, token by itaeif, violates some 
clause or other of the Constitution of the United 
IBtatas; uid the action of the House, alt circnm- 
•lancet considered, is an attempt to overturn the 
authority of the Senate as a coordinate branch of 
the Federal Legislature. 

The Senator from New York tells ns that this 
dioUtion is entirely proper, and accordiiw to the i 
practics and principles of the British Qovern- 
ment; the House of Commons has occasion- 
ally acted thus; and for it to refuse the supptlbs, 
wheneTM a majority so determine, is a common 
ocenrrence, one whidh excites no public appre- | 
liension. A cc wi oii occurrence 1 Why, sir, the 
English House of Commons has not stopped the 
supplies, I believe, for more than two nundred 
Tears. The last occasion, so far as I now recol- 
lect, was during the unfortunate reign of Charles 
I. It was an act of revolution then; it led to a 
civil war; it was intended to have Utose conse- 
qoences. But when did the House of Commons 
atldto one of its bills of Bupplj a clause relating 
to independent subjects of legislation t Only, as 
all the historians inform us, in evU and unsettled 
times. It ia the law of Pariiament, the estab* 
fished law, that the House of Commons cannot 
thus encroach upon the independence of the other ' 
House. The examples are very few in which it 
has been attempted, and, withal, very ancient. 
The practice of the Commons, even during the 
reign of Charles I., was only to withhold the bills 
of supply until the Peen and the "KXng^ had as- 
sented to the bills for the redress of gnevances. 
I venture to say'that nothing would more astonish 
the English House of Commons, in our time, than 
a moibn to tack such a proTiso as this to a bill 
for Fsisiiig sappliea. It has no precedent, any- 
where, to my knowledge; and, certainly, no war* 
rant in the language or the principles of our Con- 
stitution. 

The practice of the British Commons, more- 
over, is founded upon peculiar reasons — reasons 
whiui do not apply at all in our system of Oov- 
emment. Allow me to read a paragraph on this 
subject fVom Blackstone'a Commentaries: 

« It w the ancient, IndlcpniaMe privilefe and right ortlie 
Hoiue aC Coaunons, tlut all iranti of aulMldici or pulia>- 
menuiTsidi do begin In Uwir uooM, and &re firet bMtowed 
by tbem, tltbougb their franta are not eOectual, to all 
intents and parpoaea, dhUI tbcy bave the aaaent of ihe oitier 
two branchM oribe Legiiilauire. lliegeneni reason ^ven 
fbr thta ezchiaive prinJen of ttie Hotiao of CommoDs la, 
Ibat the auppliea sreraiaM upon the body of the people, and 
tbercfore It la pn^r that they alone ibould have the rlsfat 
of laiini theraaelvea. Thla reason would be nnanawenble 
If (be Cemmoaa taxed none but UKinMlvea,but itia notori- 
ona that a very larse wbm of ptopeitj is in the poaaearicu 
of the Hooae of Lorda ; that thli propeny ia equally Uxable 
and laied aa the property of the Coaimona ; and Iherefbre 
the Commona, not being the tola persona taxed, Uiia cannot 
be (lie reason of their having the toU right of raislnf and 
modeling ihe nipi^ea. Tbe tnie reaaoa ariaing fkoui the 
aplrit of our CanatitutloD aeema to be thla : the Lord* being 
a permanent hereditary body, created nt pleaaure by the 
King, are aappoacd more llablo to be influenced by the 
Crown, and whea once influenced to continue so, (baa 
the Commons, who an a temporary elective body, freely 
nominated by the people. It would, uierefore, be extremely 
dnugeroua to give the Lorda any powar of framing new 
laxeaftfftheaiMject; itlasnOcienttbattbeyhaveapower 
of rejecting If tbey think the CotDmiNU tao laviife In their 
gram." 

Whether we adopt one of these reasons or the 
otlier,it ia idle to preteDd thatthe Englbrit House 



Army Appropriation BiU — BSr. Pugk. 



of Commons and our House of Representatives 
stand upon the same foundation. The constit- 
uents of the ReprcsentaUves are, also, pur con- 
stituents; and taxation, whether imposed by 
them or by ua, would be upon the same persons. 
Senalora nold no hereditary office; nor ore they 
dependent, in any degree, upon the Chief Exec- 
utive Mneiatrete.. They are elected for a sgeeified 
term, anil by persona over^faom the President 
of the United States can exercise no influence. 
The idea, therefore, of comparing this House to 
the &itish House of Peers is altogether prepos- 
terous. One word, sir, in ref^nce to the dta- 
tion from the Federalist. As the Senator flrom 
Louisiana said yeeterday, that paragraph refen 
to a particular cmei^ney, to wit: where the 
Senate should refuse its consent to a bill for the 
decennial apportionment of Representatives, and 
thereby attempt to destroy the House altogether. 
: Mr. Madison spoke of such a case, and of none 
other. And, besides, h^ proposed the absolute 
reftisal of supplies as a remecfy of the last resort 
— a hi^ ana extraordinary interposition by one 
branch of the Ghivernmcnt to preserve the Consti- 
tution fh)m entire overthrow. It is not proposed 
as one of the usual methods of legislation, but as 
one which, whenever it shall be adopted, will 
shake this Government to the very foundation. 

The Senator IVom New York gravely assures 
ua that the Union was in no danger when Con- 
gress adjourned, at the late session, without 
having passed an Army appropriation bill. He 
had the testimony of direra little boys and girls 
to this effect, inasmuch as they disported them- 
selves that night, as usual, with music and the 
dance. Sir, it becomes only those who are aa 
thoughtless as children to speak of the present 
occasion with such levity as the Senator has 
indulged. For us, Mr. President and Senators — 
for us, the guardians of the Union and of the 
rights of our several States, to contemplate, with- 
out alarm, the present condition of public affairs, 
it is certainly impossible. Never before, never, 
was there such oause for terrible apprehension. 

What, sir, is our condition? Tnat flag which 
floats proudly above our heads — that flag which 
has been uplifted in triumph over the land and 
over the _8ea~that flag which our victorious army 
has carried through the gates of an enemy's cap- 
ital — that flag which, on every field of ocean, 
wherever displayed, is the signal of protection to 
all American citieens — that flag on which is em- 
blazoned a star for each of the sovereigntws we 
represent — that flag has been marred and polluted 
in many localities by an eiaaure of those insignia 
which do honor to fifteen constituents of the 
Union. Since our adjournment at the last ses- 
sion, also, the Territory of Kansas, which had 
been restored to peace by the President's inter- 
position—an interposition demanded, as you will 
recollect, by Colonel Lane and his associates, 
seems to have been invaded, upon its northern 
frontier, by hundreds, and perhaps by thousands 
of lawless men. It is now to be ravaged by fire 
and sword, without mercy, unless we can protect 
it by the armed forces of Uie United States. 

We have Indian hostilities in the Territories 
of Nebraska, Oregon, and Washington. We 
have unsettled relations with a number of tbe 
European Powers. Such, sir, are the circum- 
stances which now surround us; and yet the 
House insists that cither the Army shall be dis- 
banded, or else we shall rob the President of 
his constitutional rights, and also submit to be 
robbed of our own. It is thus the Senator fh>m 
New York and his political associates, in this 
House and the other, would execute what the 
preamble of the Constitution declares to be two 
chief purposes of our Government, namely: to 
*' insure domestic tranquillity," and " proviae for 
thecommon defense." We are to pass over such 
great duties, forsooth, because the House of Rep- 
resentatives iraaeines that certain gentlemen were 
not fairly elected to membership in the Kansas 
Legislature ! 

Senators upon the other side tell us, by way 
of excuse, that the members of the House, or a 
majority of them, believe that the President has 
not perrormed his duty in reference to the afloirs 
of Kansas', that he has acted cofmptly, and in 
violation dfhis ofScial oath. If this u troe,str, 
the House is quite as culpable as the President. 
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Why has it not preferred orticIeB of impeachment 
Bgainst him? Who authorized the House to 
pronounce judgment on the President in the shape 
of an appropriation bill ? It is for the House to 
accuse the President, but not to tondtmn him. 
That duty appertains to us alone; and we cmn 
exereise It only in a prescribed constitndonal 
fenii. The House has no right, nor has the 
Senate, under-fte forms of legislation, to rit in 
judginent upon the President's behavior — to con- 
vict him wiUiout any trial, without anv definite 
accusa^OD, without an opportunity or defense, 
without any evidence. An attempt to legislate 
upon such premwes is, in itself, a clear invasion 
of the Constitution. But Aey tell us that the 
Senate would not convict him. Why not ? If 
the accusation be true, sir, the Senate will con- 
vict him. Prove me the accusation, as the Con- 
stitution requires, and, for one, I sbadl not fear or 
fidl to give a righteous decision. The excuse ia 
even more insulting than the act for which it has 
been pleaded. It assumes not only that the 
President is unfltithfVtl and corrupt, but that two 
thirds of the Senators are nnfluthftil and corrupt 
also; not only that the President bss violated bu 
oath, but that two thirds of the Senators wiH 
violate their oaths also. 

Surely, sir, these ninety-odd gentlemen of the 
House entertain a comfortable opinion of them- 
selves! It ia now asserted, as the pretext for 
their unexampled behavior, that all other public 
servants — the President, the judges, the Senators, 
are dishonest and unworthy of confidence. I da 
not recollect such another instance of self-com- 
placency except that one related in the eighteenth 
chapter of tbe Qo^l aecordinf to St Luke; 

" God, I thank tbee that I am not aa other men are, ex- 
toTtiMiera, ait)im, sdslierera, or even as tUa paMleaa." 

I commend those modest gentlemen — a ban 
plurality of the House — who arrt^te to them- 
selves all the virtue of tbe nation — I commend 
them to the prayer of the Pharisee, and also to 
the instructive discourse of our Savior upon it. 

Mr. President, the theory of our Constitution 
and Government is, that each public officer will 
take care of his own duties, ana not enlarge his 
powers upon any presumption or pretext that 
others are less worthy tiian himself. 

The act of usurpation was bad enough; the 
pretext now assigned for it is worse. The Senate 
must be robbed of all co3rdinate legislative power; 
and we. Senators, are invoked to sanction this 
bold invasion of our rights, for the reason that 
we arc too dishonest to be judges. Weare asked, 
first, to degrade ourselves; and then,as an excuse 
for that, to stigmatise ourselves! 

Which .way soever I turn, Mr. President, 
whether I look at the act or its apologies, I can 
arrive at no conclusion, except that the House is 
now attempting a usurpation of all the powers 
of our Ghjvemment. The Senate stands firmly 
behind the defenses of the Constitution. If we 
should surrender, 'sir, it would be sn inglorious 
crime; it would be a surrender of the public 
liberty entrusted to our care, as well as a sur- 
render of all our safeguards and all our honor. 
For one, at least, [ will not — I cannot — recede 
from the position which we have assumed. 1 
am willing to remain }iere or to adjourn, as the 
Senate may decide; I have no choice in that re- 
^rd. Senators upon the other side crv out, from 
time to time; " Letthe people decide this issue!" 
I answer .also, " Let the people decide !" It in- 
volves, altogether, the great question whetherthe 
people of the United States are capable of self* 
government. If capable, they wit) rebuke so 
gross an attempt at usurpation in thunders, the 
reverberation of which will be beard as long as 
the walls of this proud Capitol endure; if incap- 
able — if they should sustain the House in its 
present assumptions of powei^-our Inderal Gov- 
ernment is a mockery and a delusioa. The 
essential and preservative principle — that without 
which all else is naught — will have departed; and 
we shall await only the genius of a Cnsar, or a 
Cromwell, or a Napoleon, to reduce us forever to 
despotism. 

" Tliere Is the moral of all Human tales ; 
Tja but the same raheataal of (be put. 
Fliat Freedom, and then Glory : wbea that IUI^ 
Waallh, vice, cotTOMign—bulivta at last. . 
And Hlaiotj,wiihMlbervetaBSBvaM, 
HsOi bat one pss*:^ T 
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No*, only, aa the Senator from Louisiana said 
yesterday, does the Constitution dc&lare that a 
well regulated militia is necesssry to tbe security 
of a free State; but amoitf the powers whicn 
Congress has been required to exereise^by tbe 
Constitution, is this one: 

" To provida for oiganizinfc arming, and dlaciptlning tbe 
njllUa, and for governing sucin part or tlwm aa may be em- 
Moyed In the Mrvice of Uie ITnlled Statea, raaervlag to the 
Rates, lesperdvely, the appointment of the ofleeri, sad 
the autbotity of tnunbig the nUiUa aeeoiding to dw dlscl- 
fUne ptescilbed by Congreaa." 

It is the duty of Congress, therefore, to arm 
the militia of the States and Territories ; and Con- 
eress has eneusted a number of laws to that eflTeet. 
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I bad hoped, Mr. Prasidaiit, thM no such qua»- 
ion would RiiM in my life ume; bnt if it muit 
irise, iir, let it come now I I tell th« Senator 
t^om New York and his allieB, that I am aa ready 
or it thia year as I will e-rer be. If the people 
lo not vifldicate the Constitution from the bold, 
ricked, concerted asBSulta which haive been made 
ipon it for years past— «ad whiah now ripen to 
heir legitimate coneluriona of dicaoiM and turfl 
rar— there will be a Kpttilf end to ths qoestioB 
nd to ouraelTes. 

Two pniTieioiiB of the CbMdtttion haV8 loaff 
inc« been treated with entire derision — that, fbr 
istance, which prescribes the basis of represent- 
tion in the other Honse, and that whien atipn- 
ites for the redellTery of fugitives from semee. 
KThat others muat we now add? Those which 
:efioe the daty of the President; whidi secure the 
ndependence of judicial offloerst which gnaranty 
he States and Territotlee against inmrreetion; 
rhich authorize Congress to muntain aH army, 
.ndvequtre it to provide equipment forthemi> 
itia; wnieh deelate the right of the people to bear 
jrms; and fineJly, (what ue essentittl to all the 
eat,) those whidi constitute the Senate aa eqaal, 
fiOraioBte, and indmetident Houso of the Fed- 
ral Legislature. There is hardly a materiel 
iTOTiston of the ConetituUon )eA. It is, with 
JI these asaaulte, this continual odimn, tUid the 
leliberete usurpatioa now attempted, only a 
llonetitution in name. 

The 8enator from ITew Tork, 1 repeat, con- 
idera this a time for merriment. He makes light 
■f all the ciroumstonces to which t hare alluded. 
The Senator cannot be unniindfiil, certainly, that 
hose who fbnnded our GoTenmvent, ana from 
vhom we inherit our ItberUes, have left v» an 
njunetion against listlessneas,and in favorof con- 
itant Tigilance. 1 intend him no personal dine- 
pect; bul l must say that it has ever been one of 
be arts of the traitor, who afterwards played the 
yrant, to ridicule the apprehenaionB of the patri* 
itic, the just, and the smcere. 
. As formyMlf*Mr.Pfeaident,tbe voice of duty, 
he obI%ation of my oath, the clear (it may be 
erroneous, to be sure, but certainly eamest) con- 
Fiction that we now stand upon the brink of na* 
ional rain— these all fbiind me to eompronuMona 
lair's breadtJi— «y, nr, even the ttxmsondth port 
if a hair's breadth. I mast adhere to the poai- 
ion we have taken. I connotdo otherwise. God 
mows the honestjr of my sentimeBta and my 
»nrpoaes. I trust la the wisdom of the people. 
. can trust in nothing else. And if oar people 
ihould be given over to delasion, aa oUier people, 
n other times, have been, I appeal to the candor 
if good meni and to the judgmeDt of a better 

TBB nHUIMEltT*8 BOSSAOK 

SPEECH OF HON. GKO. W. JOMBS. 

or TBNNESSKK, 
Iir TBB HoiriB or Rcr&>aEVT4TiVB>, 
Dtcmbtr 16, 1856, 
)n Oie eneatioB of relbning the Pmident^ Mesnae » tbe' 
Conuuiitee of the Wboht on the rtate at the Uateu, mkI 
the prtnUnc of ten tboqMDd copies thereof; 

Mr. JONES, of TennesMe, aold: 

The question in iittie between the Demoerotio 
>arty of the eountij ud tbe abolttionixed witir 
if the Know Nothmg party, under the name of 
JIack Republicans, in the late presidential eon- 
est, was as to the power of this Government, 
itid its exercise over the Tnritories of the Utritea 
liatM. This has been the question between the 
lorthem anti*elaTery portion of the Oonfbdtmey 
md the DemocraUc partyfrora the organisation 
if this Gtovemment down to the present Uttie. 
Ind, sir, while this question has frequently been 
>efore Congress, it has never been here bntit has 
taused Rgitatioo (md sxctlement throughout the 
^oantry. 

There have been what are called compromises; 
he two most memorable of which were pamed 
n^lSSO and 1850. But, Mr. Speaker, there has 
ijver been acompromte between the Democratlo 
larty and your party— Ihe antindavery men of 
iie north. Wtutever of cotnpfomiM and cott*' 
ietsioD hu been hod upon tiiis question 111* 



been on the part of the Democratic party, to get 
on to some ground upon which we, the eooautu- 
tional party, could agree to administer the Qor- 
emment. The two parties in the late canvass 
were at direct issue apon this question. Tbe 
Republican party laid it down as their funda- 
mental weea on tbie subject, that " the Ctniati- 
tmion confers upon Congress sovereign power 
over the Territories of the United States for tfaeii: 
govermnent;. and that, in the exercise of this 
power, it is both the right and the duty of Con- 
gress to prohibit| in the Territories, those twin 
relics of t»rbar»mr polygamy and slavery." 
Where, sir, I would nk, is the sovereign power 
to be found in the Constitution of the United 
Slates i I deny its existence. It cannot be found 
in that dense which provides that — - 

" Confre« rfiall have power to dlapoee of mA mske an 
■Modftil rates sad regulstkou refpecdog die territi»y or 
other propmy belonguit to the United Stataa; and aotmni 
in tUa Constiuibon eball be n cooatnied u to prejudice 
any claims of the United Btatei, or of uy parUculBr 
BlaK." 

It is anneeessary to go into an ailment to 
show that in this connection territory is bat a 
.flynonymous term for land; that this dause con- 
fers on COQgiVM the power to make all needftil 
rules and regulations concerning the public land 
of the Ch>vemment. I hold that under that clause 
Congress has the same power to dispose of and 
make all needful rulee and regulations respecting 
the public lu)d.wilhiQ a Stole that it has within 
a Territory. And whether in a State or in a 
Territory, when the Government sells land and 
vests the title in the purchaser, Congress executes 
all the powerit has under that clause of the Con- 
stitation. It has no more power to make rules 
and regulations respecting that bnd. Where, 
then, does CoBgreas get the power to erect terri- 
torial gDvennne&ta? 1,for one, believe that there 
is no express power delegated to Congress to 
fbrm territorial governments; but the Government 
owning a Territory — a lai^ extent of country — 
with no government organized over it, and owning 
the public hmd as property. Congress prescribes 
tbe rules tmder which that country may be settled , 
and afterwards provides for the sole or Uie lands. 
Then, sir, in accordance, I think, with the great 
prindptes of onr Gevemnent, p r es erved and 
carried out in aU onr eonstitutio'ne, this law of 
Coi^ress, called the Organic law of the Territory, 
derives its vitality from the implied assent of the 
freemen who settled the Territory. The people 
who settle tbe Territory, under the rules and 
regulations of Congress, are the source of its 
vitality. Suppose, when the oiganie law of the 
Territory is passed, no one ^oes there to settle 
because of the rrougnanee of its provisions: what 
then becomes or yoar power? 

I hold, Mr. Speaker, that in our Goveniment, 
token in aU it» romifieotiona of Stole and FederaJ 
rdatien, power is originally in the pec^; that 
the pe<^le of o State oan do everythmg through' 
their Legiriatnre which is not prohibited by its 
constitauon or tUe Constitution of the United 
States. I hold, Auther, that tftis Qovemment, 
formed by the people of sovereign States, eao do 
noting nghtfiilly or legitimately except what is 
expresdy delegated, or lieoessary to execute a 
delegatea power. And that the people of the 
Temtory-, under the clearly expressed provisions 
of the Kutsas-Nebraska act', can do everythiiw 
not violative of tbe Constitution of the tTnitea 
Stoles nor of that acL I call on the RepubGcan 
party — aa they call themselves — to point out 
where they Una the soVereignpower wtiich they 
claim for Congress over tiie Territoriea. What 
kind of doctrine is it? It is pare and unadiilter- : 
ated despotisn. It is o power identteal with that 
dloimed by Ae Britisti Government over these 
coloniee prior to the declaratioh of ihdependence. 
The Republican party hold that Consress haS' 
sovereign poww tot the govermnent.oi the Ter- 
ritories The British GoreremeDt claimed sov- 
ereign power \o bind tbeiewldttiea in ell thing* 
and respeetfl whotaoever. *ihM claim of Great 
Britain called our fitthern to assert their rigfatain- 
1776; and when the strung was over, tliey framed 
this Government, the bIeasiiM|s'of which we now 
eirioT. Snehiitlwelaiuttf tneVepikblieanparty. 
I Utink the pomtioB of the Demoerttie ptrty is 
aqnillf etoar and mitch mora ooadsunt with tha> 
gMt prino^laa of AMdom wed pspBhlinwiiM,: 



thou the dmpotiB doctrines of the self-styled 

ribltean petty- What is a lepablic? It is, aa 
understand it, diatgovemment which embodlev 
tbe public sentiment, and executee the pubUc wiH 
Yet the Republican party, under the fUse cry of 
liberty and fivedom, claim the MhtfbrCongresv 
to govern the dtixMii of the Territories m d] 
respects whatever, without dwir consent. 

But the power to govern the people resldii^ ib 
the Terrinriee is vested' somewhere. The power 
to form and regulate the domeatio institetions la 
a Territory is not suspended, nor in abeyaBoe. 
To solve the question let us aj^wal to the CiMsti- 
tution, where we will find that — 

(' The powere not dUegned to Ihe United States b* tbe 
GoMtltutioii, nor proMUted Iqr ft to (be Stawe, ere resened 
(o (be Sttteit reqieMlvely, or to ttasfeople." 

This provision of the Constitution disposes of 
all the powers necessary to be exercised under our 
forms of government, including that to form and 
regulate uie domestic institutions of the territo- 
rial governments', slavery included. My friends 
of the South will agree with me, without an ex- 
ception, that the power is not in Congress, and 
cannot be legitimately exercised by the l^slauve 
branch of the General Government. AU will agree 
that it is not in the States, nor any one of ^em. 
No State can riehtfully exercisepower or author- 
ity beyond its defined limits. If not in the Gen- 
eitd or State Government, it must either be in the 
people of the Territory or it is in abeyance. The 
clause of the Constitution wbich I hare read for- 
bids the latter concluaion^ and consequentlr I con- 
clude that this power is m the people of tne Ter- 
ritory, because it is nowhere delegated to tbe 
United Statea by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to Ihe people. 

But, sir, I said that I believed the position of 
the Democratic party in tbe late contest, and at 
the present time, was equally clear with that of 
your own. And I will go, not to the Cincinnati 
platform, but to the Kansas-Nebraska act itself, to 
see what those principles are, and wherein those 
of us, who belong to the Democratic party, dis- 
agree. The nineteenth section of the act organ- 
izing tbe Territory of Konsss, after havinfc pre- 
scribed the boundaries of vrhat Is to be tbe Terri- 
tory of Kansas, provide^ as follows: 

" Whee admitted as a State w States, the mJeI Tent- 
tOTv, or any pordoD of the same, ■hall be recelred into tlie 
Uiiloa wits or without elavetr, a* ibeir cmmiuiiloa nof 
preactlbe ml the Ume of their admiMhm." 

Now, is there any doubt, is there any uncer- 
tainty, or anv vaguenees whatever, in that pro- 
vision of the Kansas bill ? It is clear and explicit; 
and I take it for granted, and so state upon thia 
floor,- that there is not a member of the Demo- 
cratic party here, nor one here who has acted 
with toat party in the htte contest, who does 
not unequivocally subscribe to that provision in 
the Kansas act, and who doss not stand ready, 
whether he be from the North or the South , to vole 
for the admission of Kansas as a State into the 
Union, with her constitution as the people there, 
the boMi jUe residents and votsrs ot that Terri- 
tMT> iIihI make it, whether it tokmtes or pro- 
hibits slovery. Then, if I am right in that posi- 
tion, there is no discordancy or jarring in Dm 
Demoenlio portr, in reference to thot great ftnfc 
{Hfinciple of the Kansas act. 

How is it with you, Mr. Speaker, and your 
parly, calling younetves Republicans? Will 
you , or is thete o man of yoar party in this Hall^ 
who will vote to admit Koneoa as a State into 
titia Union if she comes here and asks admission 
with a eonstitation fairiy made, refieotiiw and 
embodying the vrill of the people of that Tern* - 
torr, if it ihonld tolerate and aaaetidn the iiWti- 
tabon of African ikveryf I take it then is nol 
one, Yen would trample imder fodt every |frin- 
ciple'Of republicanism and the ConsUtation ibsel^ 
and ttject her beeottse her pe*frie hod etttbo^ed 
their wifl and widisa into ua eonttitulion of tha 
State. 

Yoa aieforaH>iMri)yaad deopoticoUy govern- 
ing the peo^ ot the' Territories, and Kinnii^ 
their domestic institutions without their consent. 
To strengthen yoa in this position, you errone- 
ously chugfr tne Demooratie party as being the 
'adtocates of aloteryesnensioo. The Democracy 
of the country, as a party, neither adroeafe the 
leztenaiDn of die: inShtolion, nor its prohtbitioii; 
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plev of non-inlamotion by CongreM, and of the 
tight of ihfi people to covem themaelfps, and tb&t 
each separate political community ibould determ- 
ine the qaeatioD for itaelf. For one, Blavehotder 
afl I am, with all my aympathiea and interests 
with that section where alarery ex&ts, 1 do not 
desire to see the institution eatabUahed in any 
section or country against Uie wiahea ot tb« peo- 
ple residing therein. 

Well, sir, let us look at another provision of 
that Kansas act. In the twenty-fourth section it 
is provided that — 

" The legbUtlre power of the Terrtiory dull extend to 
all ricbtnil MibjKU of legUstioB couimAt with tlw Coo- 
stlmuou of lira United Stuei and the provlsioas of tbis set ; 
but no Isw ilitU be poMed Inteiftraif with (be primaiy 
disposal of thoaoUi notaxriwll beimpoaed upon toe prop- 
erty of tbe Untied Btolei ; nor aball ttae luds ot other 
property ofnon-reaideiita be tmiei hifber tban the londa or 
other popeny of leeideDla." 

Here you have a recognition of the legislative 

Sower of the people of that Territory. To what 
oeB it extend ? To all rightful acts of legiskuon. 
-You recognize it when you say that Congress 
has the i>ower to legislate upon it* and should 
prohibit it. It is an act of legislation, we all 
admit, at some time or other, by the people of 
that Territory; for the making of a coostitution 
itself IB but another mode of enacting laws, and 
is therefore legislatioii. 

Then, under this clause of the Kansas bill, 
what limitations are there upon the Legivlature 
of the Territory of Kansas i — for vou mast bear 
in mind diat what the Legislature does, it does by 
the authority of the people who elected tbem. 
What are the limitations? The Oonslitutioa 
of the United Statea and the provisioqa of the 
Kansas bill. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL- I wish to ascertain if 
I understand the gentleman's position. Am I to 
understand him as taking the ground that, under 
the twenty-fourth section juat read, Concress lias 
the r^ht to delegate to the people of a Territory 
the ngbt to exclude slavery? 

TAr. JONES, of TeDneaeee. 1 am not here to 
answer quesUons. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. But I want to know 
if that is the gentleman's poaitton. 

Mr. JONES, of Teniftasee. I will say that I 
do not believe that Congress has any power to 
delegate. As I said before, the territorial laws, 
in my opinion, receive their vitality from the 
aoaent, implied or expressed, of the pei^le under 
them. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. And not fnm Con- 
gress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Here, then.ia this 
provision of the bill in reference to the legislative 
power of that Territory. ' It is a copy, word for 
word, and letter for letter, from Uie Utah and New 
Mexico bills of 1850 — a part of the compromise 
meaeares of that year. And that very clause 
superseded the necessity of touching the Mis- 
souri compromise, in my opinion, in the Kanoaa 
bill. The Constitution of the United Slates does 
not prohibit the people of the Territory of Kansas 
firom introducingslavery; nor did the Kanaaa bill 
prohibit them. TheB,if neither the CoAstitution, 
nor this act organizing the Territory — and which 
would become vital wnen the peoiM should give 
their assent to it by oi^anuujg a government 
under iu-probibited its introduction by the people 
of Kanaaa through territorial action, your ATis- 
sonri compromise waa not in the way, in my 
opinion, because tbe prdiibition is not to be 
found either in the Contitution or in the Kanans 
act. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. WiU the gentUouui 
allow me to make one sentark? 

Mr. J0NB6, of Tennessee. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky will not interrupt me. I 
aaid nothing to him auiing the delivery of his 
apeeeb, and I do not wish to be eateobizra on (bis 
occasion. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I did not propoae to 
catechize the ^ntleman. The genClenmn did me 
Injuatice, and i merely wished to make a remark 
to set ^e matter right. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It was not my 
intention to do the gsnUeman injustice, and if I 
have I yield for correction. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I stated in my le- 
mailu the other day, and I iiowatate,tbii pmpo- 



ution. I said Utat the Utah and New Mexico 
bills gave vitality to the Le^Iatares of those 
Territories upon the express ratification of Con- 
gress, but that the Kansas and Nebraska bill 
fails to do that in this particular. In the six- 
teenth asction, I think it is, it interpolates, instead 
of the will of Congress to give the territorial 
legislation vitality, the doctrine of atpiatter aor^ 
^ignty, which I denounce. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennesaee. I ask the gentle- 
man whether he does not indorse the Utui and 
New Mexico biUa ? 

Mr. H. fifARSHALL. I do. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I then ask the 
gentleman whether he denies the ri^^t and power, 
upon the port of the people of the Territories of 
Utah or New Mexico, to repeal any law of Mex- 
ico prohibiting slavery in tfiose Territoriea ? 

Mr. H. MARSEIaLL. If the gentleman 
wishes me to answer, I say that I hold the doc- 
trine, that when that bill delegates to the people 
of this Territory the power and right to legis- 
late upon all rigntful subjects of legislation under 
the ConatitutioD, it reserves to Congress the 
right to supervise their legislation, and that tbe 
Legislature does not contain within itself the ele- 
ments of vitality. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understood the 
gentleman to deny what he was plMsed to call 
squatter sovereignty. I now ask him again if 
the people of one of these Territoriea were to 
repeal any law, either of this Qovemment or of 
any foreign Qovemment which maybe supposed 
to be in force in that Territory, either prohibiting 
slavery or introducing it there, would he rise here 
in his place aa a Representative upon this floer*aiid 
vote to overrule the aetioa of the peopla upon thia 
subject ? 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. JOy pn^oaition eer- 
toinly goea to that extent. 

Mr. JONES,ofTenneaBee. I aay to tbe gentle- 
man, that if the people of Kanaaa, or any other 
Territory of tbe Umied States,- organized as a 
political community now, should in their legisla- 
tive CModty establish or prohibit slavery, I, for 
one, wULnot vote to repeal their act or declare void 
what the Legislature of the Territory, with the 
sanction of the people, have done in Uie exercise 
of their rights. Now, sir, I say that the whole 
DemocraUc partv subscribe, as I understand it, to 
the principle of tne Kansas and Nebraska bill, that 
the Legislalura of a Territory — the legislative 
powertH'a^ Territory— shall extend to all rightful 
subjects of legislation, consiataiit with the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and the principles 
of that bill. We may differ as to what is consti- 
tutional power, but we do not propose tlutt thia 
Congress shall revise what the people there may 
do on the subject. There ia another tribunal to 
which the Democratic partv ia willing that this 
question, when it arises, snoU go for decision. 
But there is another feature of the^Kansaa-Ne- 
braska bill which I regard as merely declaratory 
of what were the inlentioiis of those who passed 
tbe biU. I lefhr to that part of the thirtyHncond 
■eetion wbkb reads aa raUowa: 

"That the CoQMUaHaa and lawsof tbe Ubiied Stales, 
wtakh ste trntoeoUy iDUpUcaMs, All! bsva Am ssBM fiiree 
and eSbct wtibls dM Mid Teniiocr of KsBsai ss etoewbere 
in the Untied Siatt^ except dte eifbib secttoa of the act 
prepanienT to ttte unlMloa of MInoiiil Into tbe Unitn, 
approved Hsrch ■iztb.eighieea handradaad twca^, wUch, 
betpg IncoDitateiit wttli the nriadpta ef noo-iBterreoUoa 
bjr (JofflfceM with ilaveiT la tbe States aikl Tenttoriei, u 
leeognned by lbs legMsttoa of eigtueen bandied and fUly, 
Commonly called the oOBwrowlae meeanra*, Is hereby de- 
clared hioperative sad void t It beina Ibe die Intent ud 
meaning of ttim act not to lecUala auvery Into any Terri- 
tory or State, nor to exclude it tbereAom, but to leave the 
people thereof peiftetly 6ee to Item sad regulate their 
domeftle fnnitntione in their own way, ml^ect only to the 
Conatiuidon of the Uniwd Btttsa : PrnrUtd, Tbotnotbing 
twrein contoiaed shall be ctgutrued to revive or put la tbfee 
any law or rwilatlon wtUcb may have eziited prior to the 
act of rijth Harch, eighteen hundred and twonn, eiitier 
proteetlnf , eetabUihiof, protaibUltw, or ohoHriilng wiTcry." 

Now, nr, I take it that the Democratic party 
agree upon that declaration ofintention as to what 
waa intended to be done by the Congress which 
passed the Kansas and Nebraska act, aa cordially 
and as beartilv as they do upon the two othe'r 
points to whicn I have alluded. It declares that 
the compromise of 1890t the Miaaoori restriction , 
being ineonnalent with tbe leguhtion of 1850, 
commonly called tbe eomprtHnisa meaaurea, is 
hereby declared null, im^ntive, and void; it 



being tbe true inttnt and meaning of thia act not 
to legialate slavery into the Territory, nor to 
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic institutions in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States. 

Then, air, what do we do? By the Missouri 
compromise slavery waa prohibited in that Ter- 
ritory. I believe that the Congress of the United 
Statea bad no valid authority to impose that 
restriction. Do you, sir, believe they hod? We 
say that, so Atr as this Territtnyia concerned, we 
shall dedore this restriction to oe inoperative and 
void. The barrier is removed out of the way of 
the people, so that they may, if they desire, in- 
troduce slavery there aa a aomeatic inatitation. 
TbM, ia my eonatmction of that proviaioD, so far 
aa the intention of Ctmgreas is concerned. 

I am one of Ihose who entertain the opinion 
that the people of the Territories, if they are not 

grohibited by the Conatitotion of the United 
tales, may establish or prohibit the institution 
of slavery. And it was with reference to that 
doctrine that our Know Nothing friends in the 
South, during the late canvass, were continually 
attempting to annoy the Democratic party with 
the cr^ of" oquatter sovereigiity." While you, 
Mr. Speaker, and your party in the North, were 
charging your Democratic adveisaries with 
advocoung the extenalen of alavery over tbe Ter- 
ritories, the cry in the South of those equally 
opposed to the Democracy waa the cry of squat- 
ter sovereignty. These were the strongest argu- 
ments madia against the right of the people to 
govern themselves, that I have ever heard. 
Squatter aovereignty ia the nickname given to 
the right of the people to govern themselvea, by 
thoae who are oppiMed to their exercising it. 
Let US look at it. 

Under the Kanaaa bilt'and'Ibe Conatitution of 
the United Statea, doea not every man upon this 
AoA recognize in tbe Territory tbe right to pre- 
scribe the qualification of voten, and the quali- 
fication for office? Ia there, then, a higher pre^ 
rogative of sovereignty ? It is the power which 
draws the line of demorkation between the free- 
man, tbe coequal in sovereignty, and the subject 
voaaal, la then no alliance with aovere^ty in 
the power to preaoribe penaltiea fo« crime — in 
taking away a man's life, his liberty, and his 
property? Do we not also recognize the ri^t in 
the Territories to pass lawa raapecting the rela- 
tione of husband and wife, jmrant ud child, 
guardian and ward, and lawa relative to diatribu- 
uonand deacent? Do we not all recognize in the 
Territories the power, through their L^islative 
Assemblieayto levy taxes upon the people ? Ia 
there nothing of sovenignty in these powers ? 
It seems that the power ia only denied to the 
Territory on the question of alavery; yet its ex- 
ercise has not been prohibited cither by the Con- 
stitution or the laws of Congress. 

But, sir, let us tojte another view of this claaae 
of the Kansas act. If it be the correct and net- 
tled construction of the Conatitutitm uid that act, 
that the people in die Territory have no power to 
introduce or establish alaverv there during their 
territorial government, I aalc, in the name of 
common sense, how it is to get there ? What 
baa the SouUi gained i The Miasouri compro- 
mise of 1830 forever prohibited the existence 
of slavery in the terntory now comprehended 
within Kansas and 'Nebraaka. True, the act of 
1654 for the organization of thoae Territories, 
declares that act inoperative and void for certain 
reasons; at the same tiiiM declaring, tlwt it ia 
the true intent and meaning of that act not to 
legislate slavery into any State or Territory, nor 
to exclude it theraftvm; but to leave tbe people 
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic institotiona in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United Statea. 
To make still mort certain the intention of Con- 
gress, and the eS^tot declaring the Missouri 
compromise or slavery prohibition of 1890 inop- 
erauve and void, it is fWther ** Prtmded, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
wvive or put in force any law or regulation which 
may have enated prior to tbe act of 6th March, 
1820, [the Missouri prohibiticm,] either protect- 
ing, eatoblishing, prohibiting, or aboliabing sla- 
very." 
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CoDgreM in ]854 regarding thd Bdsodii com- 
promiBC as prohibiting the existence of ilavery 
u) Kaosos, declared that eompromise inoperative 
and void; but to excltute IJM eonclDaioo, that 
ahvery would thereby hvre « l«gal exiitenee in 
tkat Territory, it is declared in the act, as the 
true intent and meaning of those vhojiassed it, 
not to leeialate slaTcry into that Temtory* nor 
to exclude it therefrom; and, as if to make 
•uunuicea doubly sore, the Badger proviso vaa 
iDcorporaied into the act vhich forbids the re- 
Tival, or putting in force, any law or regulation 
for the eslablishmeat or protection of slavery 
therein, well knowing the utter imposaibility of 
the existence ofthe institution in the absence of 
laws for its protection. 

If, then, sutTery waa excluded from Kansas by 
the Missouri compromise, and Congress did not 
intend, and, in fact, did not so repeal that com- 
promise OB to legislate slavery into the Territory , 
and in express terms refused to revive, or put in 
force, any law or regulation for its protection, 
how, I ask, is the institution to have a legal ex- 
iatence in that Territory, except by the action of 
the people tbrcTugh thetr Legislature I Or what 
has the South and the slaveholder gained by the 
passa^ of the Kansas-Nebraska act? My con- 
atniclion of the act, and understanding of the in- 
tentions (tf those who fVomed and passed the 
Kansas-Nebraska aet, was, neither to prohibit or 
eatabliah, nor to legislate daveiy into the Terri- 
tory, nor exclude it therefroiq, bat to remove all 
barriers and prohibitions out of the way of the 
people of the Teiritorv, leaving them free to act 
OS a majority should tnink best, and to establish 
or prohibit slavery, as thev should determine. 
With this understanding or the powers of the 
people there, (he LegisuUure of Kansas - passed 
laws at its first session protecting slaveholders 
in the possession and enjoyment of their prop- 
erty in slaves-, and in the absence of all laws, 
the passage of laws reeogQising and protecting 
■layery is the establishing the institution. And 
thus It is that slavery hu a legal existence in 
Kansas by the action of the Legislature thereof. 
This our Know Nothingadvenories coll sqtuUer 
sovereignty, which sonis of them 'denounce as 
worse than the Black Republican doctrine of the 
sovereign power of Congress for the government 
of the Territory. 1 think it is the great principle 
of the right or the people to govern themselves, 
and under which slavenr has been introduced 
into, and now exists in Kansas. 

Mr. Speaker, the issue is, I think^a plain one, 
and easily comprehended. There are but two 
Bides to it: the power and duty of Congress to 
govera the Territories, as contended for by the 
Black Republicans; and non-jntervention by Con 
greas in the domestic coneems and inititutums of 
the Territories, and the right of the people therein 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions in 
their own way, subject only to the Constituuon 
of the United States, as maintwned by the Dem- 
ocratic party. To deny the power of Congress 
over the subject, and also the right of the people 
in the Territory, as I understand some of the 
Know Nothings to do, is as effectually to exclude 
southern men from the Territories with their 

Sroperty %a the Black Republican prohibition in 
irect terms. 

These, sir, are my opinions, I am aware that 
1 differ with many of my Democratic friends as 
to this abstract quesiion; but rtisre is one thing 
oB which we all agrM, and that is, that if the 

Kiple of a Territory have this right under the 
nstitution, we oannot and ore not disposed to 
deprive them of it;^d that, if they have not the 
right, then we catmot and are not disposed to 
give it to them. The Democratic party, as I 
understand , stood in the recent contest on the 
great principle of non-intervention embodied in 
the territorua bills of 1650 and 1854. We of 
the Dem^ocratic party agree on this principle. 
Whether Congress has power or not, it shall not 
exercise it. Whether the people have tbe power 
to govern themselves or not. Congress shall not 
attempt to control them. 

Mr. Speaker, I once voted for a proposition 
which does smack a Uttle of this thing called 
sqijalter sovereignly. The Democratic party, 
particuhtfly- of my ssotionj with tha gveat Caro- 
uaion aPUi«ir head, I think, voted fbr It, too. 



The people of Oregon in 1B45, some time before 
this Government gave them any territorial oigan- 
ization, adopted what they called their oi^onic 
or provisional government. 

The first artiole, sectioil fbnrth* of that law is 
as follows: 

" Tbcra itMll bs neither alaveir dot in voluntiury Benrimde 
in nid Tenltotv, otberwiM ttian for tbe puniatunent of 
crime whereof the pmny ihall have been duly couvkted." 

After the conclusion of the war with Mexico; 
and the large acquisition of territory Bmm that 
country, tbe subject of providing territorial gov- 
ernments fbr that acquisition, and also for Ore- 
goo, was referred to a select committee in the 
Senate, composed of eight Senators, four from the 
North and four from the South, including Mr. 
Calhoun. That committee, with great if not en- 
tire unanimity, through its chairman, John M. 
Clayton, of Delaware,reportedabill for the organ- 
ization of territorial governments in OreffOD, Cali- 
fornia, and New MexjcOiCommonly coiled *' the 
Clayton compromise." That bill contained this 
provision: 

" Bsc. 13. That the ailatlni laws now in fbfce in tbe 
Territory of Ores ob, ander tbe authority of the provisional 
Kovemmeat eataUiahed by the people thereof. ibaU continue 
to be valid and operative tberein, to Ikr na Ine aarae be not 
Incompatible with tbe Gonatltuiioa and the proviatona of 
lUm SCI, fbr three iDontba sAer tbe Om meeting of the 
Leglalatare in aaid Territory j sublect, nevenbeleaa, to be 
altered, modilled, or repealed by the Lagialalive Aaaembly 
of the aaid Territory or Orefoa ; and tbe Coikstltniion and 
lawa of the United Stttea are hereby extended over and 
declared to be in ftvca in aaid Teiritory, ao ftr as the aame, 
or any proviaion thereof, may be applicable." 

Here was a directaeknowledgmentof the right 
of the people of Oregon to govern themselves — 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way, subject, of course , to the Con- 
stitution of tbe united States. The people of 
Oregon, in their organic law, had prohibited 
slavery; and this Senate bill approves and con- 
tinues in foixe those oq;anic laws, admitting the 
right of the Territorial Assembly of Oregon to 
alter, modi^, or repeal the same. The bill 
passed the Senate; and upon the test vote, that 
of ordering the bill to be eiKrossed and read a 
third time, the yeas wen imrMhrte, the nays 
Iwent^-two. Those who voted for the bill were 
Atchison and Benton, of Missouri; Atherton, of 
New Hampshire; Berrten and Johtteon, of Geor- 
gia; Borland and Sebastiaiu of Axfcansss; Breese 
ond Douglas, of Illinois; Bright and Honnutio, 
of Indiana; Butler and Calhoun, of South Car- 
olina; Clayton and SpnianeojOf Delaware; Davis 
and Foote, of Mississippi; Dickinson, of N£w* 
Ybrk; Downs and Johnson, of Louisiana; Hous- 
ton and Rusk, of Texas; Hunter and Mason, 
of Virginia; Johnson, of Maryland; King and 
Lewis, of Alabama;Mangam, of North Carolina; 
Phelps, of Vermont; Sturgeon, of Pennsylvania; 
Turney, of Tennessee; Weslcott and Yulee, of 
Florida. 

The bill having passed thtf Senate was defeated 
in the House by being laid upon the table. Every 
Representative from the South who was in his. 

seat. Whig and Democrat, voted against the 
motion and for the bill, except eight Whigs. 
Its defeat was regretted by the entire southern 
Democracy, and by the almost united South. I 
was a friend and supporter of that bill. I voted . 
against its rejection oy the indirect means of Itfjr- 
ing it on the table; and would eheerflilly have 
voted for it, had a direct vote on its passage ever 
been reached. The bill contained do ordinance 
of 1787, no Missouri compromise, or Wilmot 
proviso, or slavery prohibition, other than ameb 
as the people of Oregon had adopted for them- 
selves. It V90 a recognition and indorsemefit of 
the great American principle of the right and 
capacity of the people to govern themselves. 
That is the ground upon which I place my vote 
upon the Oregon territorial billVf 1848, subse- 
quently passed at the same session of Congress, 
and approved by President Polk. I voted for it, 
because I believe that it was tbe will of the pople 
of that Territory that the institution should not 
go there. I merely refer to this as one instance in 
which a very laige portion of the Congress of 
the United states did favor this principle. 

But, sir, I know that the Democratic party do 
not agree entirely upon this question. And what 
of tbatf As I have already said, it is notaques- 
ticm of legislation. We agree upon all Ui« ques- 



tions in the Kansas bill as to the leg^ative power. 
Then, sir, thece is no difficulty or difference of 
opinion, as I understand it, in the Democratic 
party, so fkr as to whU Congress ought to do or 
should do.- Suppose that I am vnong in think- 
ing that the people of a Territory have a right to 
legislate upon this, as upon other domestic insti- 
tutions; and suppose toey do it — where is the 
remedy if ther nave done wrong? Is it in the 
Hails of legislation, according to the Democratic 
party, whether they believe uie one side or the 
other of this question } No, sir. As I under- 
stand it, the Democratic party ore willing to refer 
the question to the courts of the country; and 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill provides for Uie trial 
of all these cases, and their adjudication and de- 
termination by the Supreme Court of the Unit^ 
States. 

Section twenty-seven, after providing for tlie 
establishment of a snpreme court, district courts, 
probate courts, and justices of the peaci, enacts 
that— 

" Write of error, UIls of Aoeption, and appeala, rtiall ba 
allonred in all caaea ftom tbe final dedoiona of aaid diatrlct 
couitB to the aupreme court, under anch rcgidBtiona a* may 
be prescribed by law ; but In no caae removed to (he avpreroa 
court ahall trial by Jury be allowed in eald court." * * 
" Wrila of error, and SMeala tma tbe final deciaiona at 
aaid iupreme court, ahall be allowed, and may be taken to 
the Supreme Conn of the United Btataa, in the aaoie man- 
ner, and under the a&me regulationa, as ftom the circuit 
courts of the United 8tateB,when the value of the property 
in eontroveray, or tbe amount in eontroveny— to be aacer- 
talned by the oath or afflnnation of either party, or other 
competent witueaaea— ahall exceed 41,000; except only, 
that in all caaea Involving title to alarea. the aaid writs or 
error, or appeal*, aball be allowed and decided by uid 
aupteme coun, wiihowt regard to the value of the matter, 
property, or duo In eontroveray ; aitd except, alio, that a 
writof error, or anpealj|)uLll alao be allowed to the Supreme 
Court of tbe United 9ntea fiom the declaion of the aaid 
anpreme conn created by tUa sot, or of any Judge thereof, 
or of the district courta created by tUs act, or of any Judge 
thereof, upon any writ of Aatesf torftm. Involving the ques- 
tion of personal fteedom." 

Suppose the people of JCftnsas should prohibit 
slavery while they are iA territorial condition, 
and some one dissatisfied with that action should 
take the question up to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, through the territorial courts, 
and that court shotild decide that the people in 
the Territories were not p^iibited by the Con- 
stitution, but have a valid and constitutional 
power to prohibit slavery in the Territory: is 
there a Democrat here who ^ould be for aeita- 
ting and overthrowing that decision of the judicial 
power of the country? On tbe other hand, if 
the people believe they have a right to introduce 
the institution into the Territory, and should pass 
laws for that purpose, and some gentleman dis- 
satisfied with that, sod thinkiog Uie people had 
exceeded their power, should take tbe case to the 
judicial tribunals of the cotmtry for adjudication 
and determination, and the Supreme Court should 
decide that the people of a Territory have a right 
to establish the institution of slavery there, then 
the Democratic party, as a party, throughout the 
country, will acquiesce in that decision, in the 
same maaoer as they would if the Supreme Court 
should determine that there was no such power. 
Then, I say, there is no such difference of opin- 
ion in the Democratic party as should cause any 
objection to them. We have rested the question 
as to the time when the people may determine this 
question fbr themselves with them and with the 
courts of the country. 

But I understand that even those who cry 
*' squatter sovereignty" throughout the Souths 
and who most signally biled in the last eaovasa 
nnder that eryj admit that the people of a Terri- 
tory have a right, when they come to form a 
State constitution, to determine whether they will 
have slavery or not. Am I correct in that posi- 
tion and understanding of what they hold to be 
the correct doctrine upon this subject } If aa^ 
there maybe not more than twelve houra* differ- 
ence of ume between them and myself. I say 
the people can do it to-day in their own way; and 
they oay that the same m^n can do it to-morrow 
by framing a State constitution. Then there ia 
between us but one night's difference in timei 
and perhaps l^t one hour. It is the manner of 
doing it, and not the thing done, which seems to 
be in controversy, even in the Democratic party. 
Now, it seems to me, that this should be no causa 
of dissatisflution with the Demp^atic party,fu>r 
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should it be any objection to the Democratic 
party. Our positionB are clear, vti I think well 
understood — as much bo, at least, as those of the 
party lo which you, Mr. Speaker, belong. 

Non-intervention on the part of Cdneress is 
the only ground, in my opinion, upon which the 
country can remain in union, and haTc peaceand 
harmony through all ax borders, and be free fVom 
agitation and excitement upon this question. It 
ia the ifround that Congren shall not interfere 
with the domestic institutioiu of a State or Af a 
Territory, but that the people of both States and 
Territories shall be left free to form and to 
ulate their domestic iastitutions in dieir own way, 
subject only to tlu Constitatiod of the United 
States. 

I believe, sir, that there are but Uiree questions 
in regard to which the subject of slavery shoald 
be introduced or mentioned in thift Hall, or in the 
other wing of the Capitol. One is the nrohibi- 
tion of the AfWcan slttre trade from I0O8 on. 
That trade was prohibited* and by the laws of 
fh^ cotiQtry it Is ptncv for an Anwrieaa etti<en 
to be engaged in tt. By those lews I am willing 
to abide; and I think that the question should 
never have been introduced into wis Hall by any 
man, North or Sooth, who was viilin^ to abide 
by the present l^lalation. Another ts that in 
Tdhrence to the return of fugitives from labor 
escaping from Uie States where they are held 
into another State. The last is that in reference 
to the apportionment of representation, by which 
you are bound to regard five slaves as three per- 
sons. 

I anderstemd, strange at it may appear, that 
there ate men in the North, professing to be 
learned and intelligent, and daiming to be states- 
men, who say to t^eir people that the slaveholder 
in the South bas three votes for every five stares 
he possesses. That argues an ignorance upon 
the part of those who assert it wnich I did not 
beliere existed in an^^ortion of the country. 
IVity, sir, in a southerTState, a man who owns 
a hundred slaves goes to the poile and deposits 
one vote, aAd but one; and the man who never 
oiraed one, the man who never owned one foot of 
land, thre man who never owned a dollar, if you 
please, in his life, if R be a free white male citi- 
zen of the United States, over twenty-one years 
of age-, and has been for rix months a resident, 
in the State in which E live he can vote, and his 
vote counts just as much as that of the man who 
owns a hundred slaves. Tea, sir, one of your 
constituents, Mr. Speaker— one born in your dis- 
trict, or a naturalized citizen, if he comes to ray 
country, add resides there for six months, is as 
competent a voter as the man who has lived there 
8Bd owned property there aH his life. Why, sir, 
I have no doubt that you mi^ capital out of such 
a statement, when you know, and all the men 
who make the statement know, that in making 
up the ratio <^ representation evetr free negro at 
the North counts for a person, and diat, if dl the 
negroes were free in my eoantry , instead of count- 
in three for five as they do now, every one would 
be counted. In that event, we should then have 
our political power augmented, instead of dimin- 
ished . 

But, sir, this is a question upon which we have 
repeated,andforyear8,exeitementandBgltation — 
agitation which, upon more occasions than one, 
has shaken the very foundations of* the Confed- 
eracy, and trell nign destroyed the Conlititution 
itself. And although i am no alarmist or oltmist, 
yet I will sayhere.sal have sdid elsewhere, that 
Whenever the Black Republican party of the 
North, the Abolition party of the oountiy, organ- 
ised as it is, upon deep and deadly hatred to the 
pbople^d institutions of fifteen States, t^ne en- 
tire section of the Union, shall triu^/rph in'th^s 
country by a gec^raphical sectional vote, and 
■hall tmve control of the Government, add shall 
consummate and carry into the practical admin- 
istration of the country their unequal, unjust, 
ahd hostile measlires towards the South, the peo- 
ple of that settion will b< called upon and roust 
determine between submission to oppression and 
tyranny in'the Union, or assert their supremticy, 
md vindicate and maintain the coequal rights 
and independence which their Atiiers achieved 
for them, outside of the Union. What their 
detcnniniuiott shall be don not admit of a doabt. 



There is, in my opinioA, no each thing as con- 
stitutional secession from this Union; but, at the 
same time, there is a much virtue in resisting 
oppression from this Qovemment as there was 
in resisting it flrom die British Oovemment; and, 
without any threat or bravado, i say, that when- 
ever that time comes, we in that portion of the 
Union which is in a minority shall be prepared 
to assert our righu, and vindicate them at aH 
hazards, and to Uu lasl extremity. 
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tiona of this branch of tne public service fbr the 



fiscal year ending 30th Jttne, 185G, and alao for 
the quarter ending 30th September, 1856: 

During the year ending the 30th September, 
1856, the new lands surveved for market, explo- 
sive of school seotbRStona the approved plate of 
v^bich have been retnmed to this offlee, embraes 
an area of 16,873,699 acres. The portion of this 
surveyed surface which lies on the Pacific coven 
9,991,884 acres; adtfing the area first above men- 
tioned to Ae quantity of surveyed new lands in 
the year 16SS, we have the quantity of 41,118,443 
acres, of which 17,CT3,654 acres tire situsted ia 
the State of California, and in the Territories of 
Ore^n, Washington, Kansas, Nebraska, and 

The particulars are presented in the fc^lowing 
tabular exhilat: 
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WiaccBiia 
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MinneMKa Terrinny. . . . 

HisMMirl 

Arkanus 

LoultUoa. 

MlMlsrippi 

Alsbsnm. 

FlDrtda 

California. 

Oregon Territory 

WublofftOD Tenjtoty.. 

Kanni Tefrltonr. 

NebiaikaTenllMT..... 

Utah TanMom 

New Mesieo TsnltoiT.. 
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It will be seen by this statement that the quan- 
tity of new lands, not^ liable to be disposed of, is 
greater thAi at any previous period in the history 
of the land system. In regard to the new lands 
in and near the valley or the Mississippi, the 
progress of actual settlement has been so rapid 
under the preSmptitm system, and the propriety 
of dealing witii this class of our citizens in the 
most liberal spirit so obvious, that it has not been 
deemed advisable to precipitate public sale of 
these lands; and thid ract accounts tot the pres- 
ent great accumulation over former years, and for 
the small quantity introduced into market by pub- 
lic sale during the year 1856. Except so far as 
Congress may make grants to the land States and 
Territories in aid of educational and intenial im- 
provement purposes, it is believed to be the true 
policy of the Qovernment to secure the public lands 
to actual settlers thereon , and withhold them, as far 
as pracUcablfr, fVom speculators. This may be 
accomplished under the presentsfStemtbyasfight 
modificfLtion of the preemption laws. In the cose 
of landil not subject to private entrf , not having 
been offered at public sale, the existing laws pre- 
st^ribe no limited period within wh'icn the pre- 
emptor ehall complete hila elllry by the requisite 
proof and payment, except that it shall be done 
before the timd fixed for the public sale of the 

land. 

To compel a consummation of the entry, it is 
necessary to proclaim the land for public sale. 
Were a time axed by law, within which the pnx^ 
of settlement and improvement should' be pre- 
sented and paymem made, it would obviatte the 
necessity of public sales, and leave tlie entire 
public domain to the settlers under th« preemp- 
tion laws. Aniufiendmentoflheaiitof l641wilh 
this view ii reeommended. 
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By.comporing the foregoing with the last an- 
nual report, it will be found that, whilst there has 
been a folUgg oflT in the present year in the caj^ 
sales, when compared with the previous one, 
there has been a compensating infireHw ia the 
quantity disposed of by bounty land wBtmnU ia 
satisfhetiou of military servlt^i: 

In tlio aggtteptta rfwptaf of ipblie donais. 
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jkwill appeur that then hu been a laige iDcreaae 
^ millioaa of acrea ore? the quantity of the fire 
quarters eodinc with the thinl calendar quarter 
of 18S5, eauaed by the recent extenaire nulroad 
grants. The diauiHition in the aalea and loca* 
dona for tbe quarterendiogdOth September, 1856, 
ia attributable to tbe withdrawal of large bodiea 
of public lands aldag the lioea of tke xoada in the 
•even land States to which the granta were made 
bj Uw aeu of Coi^eresa above a e ntipDej. 



For tbe (tacalTev ending 30A iwte, ISSB, tbe recetei tarn 
tbe MUea of tbe pabUclaBd»aiaoiuitlo...«^,8S)l,414 63 

Tbe tecef pu for tbe quarter ending 30Ui Sep- 
tember, port eertmaied, an 798,639 64 



KaMvamwaC. 



.^fiojau 17 



The diminution in the caah receipts ie caused 
also by the aabof lai^ quaotitiesOT'kuidaatthe 
reduced pricM fixed by the graduation aet of die 
4th Aoguat* 1854, varying from twelve and « 

Balm mi att»r fly iis it ^Ihe fwHie Umit. 



half ceota per acre to tbe regular miaimum of 
|1 25, and the fact that nev bnda to no consid- 
erable extent bare been expoag^ to public sale 
during this period. 

. The following table exhibits at one view tb* 
quantity of public [and aold at the regular and 
graduated prices, located for military bounties, 
and selected under awampcranta, for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1856, and for the quarter 
ending 30tH Sepembefi 1656: 
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7,309 



87,475 



Aonnenbnwed 

tksiobj. 



300,180 



llUBB5|6n 



Himber 



73,aai 



7M< 



ibanbr. 



NuB' 
OUMSI 



8,451 
1,580 



Aanaembiaeed 
thereby. 



1,088,180 
89,400 



1,081,580 



ACTT OF 1850. 



M84ere.. 
80«era.. 
40-aeia.. 

TbM. 



SJfi*0 
108,853 



4,378,080 
4^11,090 
4,154,060 



13,144,080 



S5,H3 
49,900 
86^ 



U1,S74 



7^ 



88t^- 



IJUOfiM 



ACT OF 1850. 



lOO-acre.. 
80-Bcre.. 
4(^acra.. 

Totat. 



0,083 



19&S00 
900,460 



808,980 



ev7 
1^ 

7,373 



0,480 



143,990 
105,880 
9W,880 



393 
374 
1,700 



9,487 



- 5l,Ae0 
71,800 



ACT OF 1855. 





48,784 


7Mifm 




85,145 


10,337,400 




4Mu> 


3,3H,08a 




317 






38B . 






S 








90,758,319 



15,089 
40,161 
16,001 

Tib 

190 



13,984 



9,413,980 
4^]9!aO 



S,S00^ 



97,681 
45^84 

aio 

937 
9 



M,34S 



4,588,080 
6,518,080 

^140 
9,480 
M 



19,067,370 



BUBOfABT. 



Aet of 1847 
" 1B50 
« 183S 
" 1855 . 



87,475 
188,864 

11J77 
17S,90» 



461,999 



13,008,640 
13,144,080 
603,980 
90,758,310 



,47gB91,310 394,499 



79,464 
161,074 
0,400 
73,964 



i9Jioi,oeo 
ii!MOv«eo 

540,080 
8,800,940 



39,779,560 



8,011 
96,800 

9,487 
00,345 



138,733 



1,094,560 

\m3jm 

153^ 
19,067,370 



14,918,730 



Tiw news of this ofiee relative to the power 
of NViaiDa fexeFcised by ^e Department in the 
axaminati»o ef Virginia niUlarjrwaRimti filed 
fi)r seaip pnnaaBt to the "aet of Augnat 31, 
18S3," are imaenled in the last annual report. 

During the year coding October 16, 1656, 'vax- 
nnts have been filed un£r this act amooatidg to 
aerea, of which amount 56,391 adtea have 
*>*an aatiifled by tbe iaaoe of scrip under act of 
16S9, leaving suspended or rejected 93,094 acres. 

The state of t)iis busineaa is audi tbat all claims 
<an promptly be aoUsfied uptHi presentation. 
, Tfiert are also now filed in thia office, in addi- 
tion to the qmWity ownionad ni gopeaded and 



rejected, claims amounting in the sgeregale to 
130,000 acres, which are not in n oonduion to be 
finally disposed of, owing to the want of material 
evidence to pwfeet them — aueh as proofii relating 
to heirship, eridence of service, ana minor points. 
Besides tneae, many claims are atiU outstanding, 
ineluduig thoaa wunnta located in the military 
diatrieu <tf Kentocky and <Nuo, and which have 
been tost by id terftnnce with previona valid loca- 
tiona, amounting pttrtwUy in the aggregate to 
100,000 acrea. 

In conneotion with this subject, attention is 
again invited to the. vacant land lying in the Vic- 
gintn miliinry diotiia, <Miio, osdnd to the United 



States by the State of Timnia, Daoember 9. 
1853, pursuant to the *' act of August 91, 1858, ** 
and the recommendation is repealed, that it bo 
donated to the State of Ohio for school purposes, 
with the restrictions of the ri^t of purchase of 
those having surveys adjacent to such racanl 
lands. It iaalao suneated that the aet of March 
3, 1855, entitled "An act allowing the further 
term of two y«arB to ^ose holding lands by 
entries in tbe Virginia ffUtary diatnct in Ohio, 
which were^made prior to Jst januaiy, 185S, to 
have, the same surveyed and patented," may bo 
BO extended for a period of nve yeaiC, or withr 
out reatricUon as to time, aa to enable partiea in 
whose name snch entrieutaud, to perlect ^lem 
by survey, and obtain a legal title. Many of 
these entries aland in tha name of noo-reaidenu, 
vis: tho ofioera or soldiera in whose namei the 
warrants issued, or their hcin.at-law, and who, 
if barred from perfecting their claims, have no 
otfaer recourse tnan to receive land scrip in lisv 
thereof, pursuant to the act of 1859. 

There nave been issued thirty-eight patents for 
land in this district, firom the let of Jiily, 1855, 
to October 16, 1856, amounting to 3,411 acres. 

Authority from Congress is desired to perfect 
a number of the Virginia military records filed in 
this office, in which the surveys of the land pat- 
ented are merely posted in the records, and in 
some instanoes not inoeited at all, consequently 
showing an imperfect recital of tide. As the 
Iand9.V.Q .gntnt^.^. valuable, and this office ie 
the source fmin.which parties interested can alone 
obtain -official evidmee of their title, it is import- 
ant the records should be perfected. 

There ba^e bpen .granted one hundred end 
ninety-six patents founded on warrants issued 
for the aerviees of soldiers of the war of I8I9, 
pursuant to tbe " act of May 6, 1813," revivad 
and extended by the acts of July 37. 1843, and 
February Sf]654,- amounting to 33,045 acrea. 

As a measure of justice to the claimants under 
.thia act, it is recommended that a htw be paaaed 
without restriction as to time, either in mmsKoii 
or iMtat of warrant for service. 

Aa the law now stands, if a worraQt should be 
located after the provisions ^ tks net of Febru- 
ary 8, 1S54, hnd expired, there is no authority 
to perfbet the same by the iasuo of a patent; and 
if a warrant for this doan of service should not 
be issued before the fi6th of June, 1859, under 
the aet of February 8, 1654, the claimants would 
be deprived of all claim, although the service is 
eqaeuy nkMatorioM as those for whose benefit 
subsequent bonnty land laws hare been passed. 

The same remarks are applicable to the re- 
striction as to time, in the act of January 97, 
1853,entitled " An act authorizing certain soldiets 
of the late mr with Oxeat Ki^n to ntrrei^ 
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the b9ant7 lands drawn by them, and to locate 
others in lien Iberaof." 

It ii alao recommended, that the right to make 
Buch exchangee, where lands are unfit for culti- 
Tation, be extended to the hetrs-at-law of the 
•oldier, as in a majority of cases Uie patentees 
are deceased. 

The right to the warrants pursuant to the above 



mentioned act extends to the har-at-tmo of the 
soldier. If, in the event of his death, and oiler 
land has been duly patented to him, it ia found 
worthless, his heirs should be entitled to good 
land in accordance with the intention of Con- 
gress in conferring upon his ancestor the right to 
the warrant. 
Scrip to the amount of two thousand acres. 



pursuant to the act of May 30» 1630* has bcH 
enmted to officers and eoldiexoi in aatisfaetion cT 
United States military warrants ioaoed under 
of September 16, 1776. 

The three following tables exhibit the pro^rw 
in the adjastment of the swamp gnmta under 
act of ]jB49, which is limited to the Stau of 
Louinanat and th« general grant of 1850: 



No. X.—SMtmimt ecUUtii^ f&e fUoiUi^ iff Land aeUtUdfor the several Slatet under the acl* (f Congreu approved ■March 2, 1849, and September 38, 1850. 



SMei. 



TUid 



Foofth 



mstqiutter, 



SeooMlgwner, 



TMriM^nar, 



TaarMdinc 



date of pmik. 



Obk> 

Indtana 

imiHris , 

Musouri 

Alabama 

Minitaippi 

Iowa 

Louisiana, ftctofi 
Loui<UanB] set of II 

Hlcbigan 

ArkaoMi 

Florida 

linaeiMiaia 

CUiftoaia , 

'Total 



10^.60 
9,7u|ei3.15 



SS,SlM.e7 



99,709.70 
17.08 

85,397.41 

64^.38 
478.98 



3T4.W 
M^U.91 

ar7.]9 

39^5.44 
18^.58 



358,165.96 



14,030.01 
90,751. 9S 



91^.98 
14,851.66 

1119^.04 
B39,fi3(.19 



30J)e4.3S 
56,967.74 

36,194.60 

196^.03 
18^.66 

55,964.87 
6/36,696.14 



S.43e.lS 
l^^.B 

3J745lt.i: 

9,753J?73,-:s 
1J>D9,7I5.S> 
10,IQi!.7S6.:i 
53a4T5.M 
7,273.7*1.3 

ll,S30>.^I^-[ 



9,808,4e3.'a 



9^658,999.38 



437,399.78 



1^099,738.98 



■ Lin caacelnd br requeat of furreyor Mnenl. 

f BfUatlTetoLouMaMllns. See iiwdid EzblUi G berewtth. 

} FieTfoudyrepiratedinnivesrorteaenl^liMCof USlj emtesecdlnfinineraBraiatei. 



No. 3.— Sfotenenl exUM^ng (he guanOfy vfLmd ^nei to tiu ttvirti 8tUa wider the aOa tffCongreu i^ovtd Jtrordb 3, 18^, and September 38, 1850. 



BtaieB. 


Tbbd^srter, 


FontA^giBrter, 




BeouBfl^anar, 


ise. 


TeareadlBK 

JniM30,UaB. 


Total slacf 
date of puu. 




*1,44E^.55 




90,073.46 
4,350^.44 


Itl8/)I0.94 




90/n9.48 
6,016^1.93 


1,251,874.1? 
3,011, LS1.65 




7,379,a»133 
221.54153 
5,465J33a4I 

l,650,7iai« 


l,448f440Ji5 




4,370,499.90 


91S,010M 




6^oa^e74A 





No. 3. — Statement exl^iHng the quatUity <f Land patenttd to the uveral Statu under the act if Congreu approved September 38, 1850. 



Btates. 


TtaM^DBTter, 


FowO^g^uter, 


MmgMrter, 


BcoondtgwrtKr, 


Thlrd^vler, 


TearendlBc 
jBBe3n,186i. 


Totilaiaeedw 
of inw. 
















SS,ftW.Tl 
1,911,043.91 
47I,S3G.4J 
l,4C8,»33.fi£ 
l,696,99B.eD 
































*Se3l9.39 


806^849.67 






M16^.49 


903^.96 










M63.39 
14^7.99 




1,638^045.60 


696^4.93 


307^451.76 
878,778.65 
91,839,994.95 


s,ia4JB0.5a 

3,483.39 
9,764,378.36 


4,45&IU3.3: 
9,9«6,3;S.4: 
9^,903.41 








BJR1,631.67 










534,431.61 




534,431.61 


390,776.^ 




933,190.09 


9M ,649.87 


1,838,045.60 


3,791,837^11 


5,143,139.88 


B,7gB,7».98 







• Qri^JnudredsBdriz^BeniofthbnliaqnlilMdlirSiaMaaAoilllai. 



In the proceedings bad under the act of 1850, 
Che act of 1849 was treated as merged in the 
former, until January, 1856, when, by a decision 
«f the 4Lh of that month, the Secretary of the 
Interior held the reverse of this, and that the act 
of 1850 was merefy cumulative so far as it related 
to the State of Louisiana embracing certain lands 
specialiy excepted from the prior law. QoTerned 
by this decision of the supervisory power, it was 
ascertained that the neat bulk of the aeetioas 
and approvals which hod been mode under the 
act of ]£50, should be transferred to the lav of 
1849; and this was effected by departmental cor- 
rective certificates. 

The annexed exhibit C is a summary of the 

r entity of lands selected under both laws for 
State of Itoninanat the quantity heretofoie 



approved, that selected and in conflict with sates, 
locations, reservations, prior grants, and private 
claims, and the quantity suspended and remain- 
ing to be acted upon. The bulk of the latter is in 
within the New Orleans district, the greater part 
the limits of the rejected Dauterive daira, and will 
«s speedily as practicable be certified to the State. 

In order to bring to a close the business of in- 
dividual contests of the claims of the States, 
under the swamp grants, a notice bearing date 
December 38, 1855, was promulged, and has been 
extensively circulated. That notice calls upon 
all parties objecting to the approval of swamp 
selections to file their affidavits in support of the 
objections within «ix months with the proper 
local officers. 

Under this notice, a laige muotwr of affidarits 



have been received from the Statea of Illmeii. 
Missouri, Iowa, Mississippi, and Arkansas, mi 
a few from Indiana, Louisiana, and Flondi. 
The labor in this office incident to the classifia- 
tion of these, and the preparation of the necesaat; 
list for the latffl officers, has been very great, aal 
is finished, so far as Illinois, Missouri, and Ion 
are concerned. 

The reference to the looal offices ia deferral 
be&uae many of the affidavils an not in due 
form, and it has bean necessary to return the 
original; should there be any undue delay io iht 
appearance of contestants, it will be treated as aa 
aoandonment of the contest. 

The following is a conjectoral statement of tht 
quantity of land applied for by contestants ia 
oontnst with that reported aa suected: 
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BIUM. 



Indiana 

IDinobi 

Mlasoori.. 

Miuu^ipfri, 

Iowa 

IiOuiiiaaft.. ...... 

Total , 



r^Mjied ton dor 
Uio front. 



3,JH,0£l.Vi:3 
l,0ir7,Tli,rU 



«i,a9^U8M 



Ibr bj coMMt- 



5,D38.Ce 

109,113.43 
M,]«0.00 
150,300.00 

9JU0.00 
143,840.00 

3^80.00 



The contested qaaptity in Arkansas may ex- 
tetd that in the foregoing estimate by reason of 
a contut on the part of the railroad^ nader the 
lav makiuE a grant to aid in the construction of 
a railroad iromCuFO to Hilton, withiiranches to 
the Mi8sifl8^>pi and Fort Smith. The period 
allowed the contestants to present proof was ex- 
tended upon the application of the Governor of 
and the Senators from the State, to October 20, 
1856; and affidarita embracii^ one hundred and 
sixteen thousand acres of the qnaotity in the 
aforesaid estimate have been reeeired in behalf 
of the railroad claimants, and others are expected. 
By a resolution of the 7th May last, the Senate 
called upon the Department to report what l^is- 
lation is necessary to ^veftill afiocttotheavapip 
grant, and quiet conflicts. 

A report was made and certain legislation rec- 
ommended. The subject is now adrerted to, 
with the su^estion that the Iseislation most 
requisite is, first, to fix a limit to the tims within 
which selections must be made, and next to 
secure bona fide settlers who bun gone upon the 
land, relying on the State title, in ease of^the re- 
jection of the State's claim. 

The swamp land business in the State of Cali- 
fornia is yet cntirdy unsettled, although ia>vW- 
ant correspondence has taken place on the sub- 
ject between this office and the autbDritiea of the 
State. In May last the renter at Marysvilte 
reported that many county aurreyors in the State 
bad been returning to the authorities as swamp, 
tracts of land not shown by the plats to be of that 
character; that by an act of the Legidature par- 
ties were allowed to take up claims of three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of " swompand overflowed 
lands," and those surveyors were employed in 
locating the some; that in many coses, within 
his own knowledge, settlers in good faith, who 
had complied with the United States preifimption 
laws, found their ■■ lands, improTements, and 
dwelling-houses covered up bythese swompand 
overflowed land claims, taken up on specula- 
tion,"and that in some instances the lands thus 
claimed were valued at fifty doHan per acre. A 
cc^of the communication to thiseflect was trans- 
mitted to the Ghivemorof California, and concert 
of action suggested between the authorities of 
the State and General Government; and that 
before any soles iii that part of the State, confer- 
ence should be had witn the authorities of the 
General Government, so as to save innocent 
|>arties from coaflict and loss of title; at the same 
time the views of this office were presented touchl 
in^ the character of the lands which properly fid- 
vithin the purview of the grant. It is also pro- 
posed as speedily as possiue to relieve tia» Busi- 
ness in California from embarrassment, and to use 
proper efforts to place the same upon a l^al basis. 

Seventy-one patents for swamp selections have 
been issued, covering seven hundred and sixty- 
pages; nine lists covering six hundred and 
fifty-two pages have been approved, and trans- 
cripu forwarded to the GhDvemor; besideswhidi, 
the business baa given rise to a very heavy cor- 
respondence. 

Under the act of the lost session of Congress 
■Baking libera, grants of kmd to several States 
to aid m the eonstmetion of between thirty and 
">rty railroads therein tuuned within their re- 
spective limits, the necessary preliminwy steps 
uave been taken by this office lor carrying them 
into eSttt, As usual, under similar laws, the 
unda falling within the probable limits of the 
gninta were promptly withdrawn from sale and 
■ocaUon, so as to fulfill the intention of Congress, 
vhich otherwise mi^t have been frustrated on 
ucoant of the inerwsed demand which it was 
'^uouble to premme would arise tor lands in 



the vicinity of the roads, stimulated by the pros- 
pect of large gains incident to these improve- 
ments. The sudden withdrawal fVom market of 
such important bodies of land olmoat simulta- 
neously in seven different States, had a tendency 
to produce great public and private inconvenience. 
All the means, however, in the power of this 
office, have been employed in its correspondence 
with the executive officers of the States interested 
to secure the speedy transmission of the maps of 
survey of the roMs, in order to eniUile us to 
restore to market, as early as possible, all knds 
withdrawn, which, on the receipt of such maps, 
should be found not actually needed to satisfy 
the several grants. 

The State of Iowa was the first to accept, as 
she did, by on act of her Legislature, whien had 
been specially convened for the putpose. The 
State act was passed on the 14lh Jtuy last, and 
disposes df the grant, for each road, to regnUrly 
incorporated companies. 

The maps of two of the roods, " the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri river," and the ** Dubuque 
ana Pacific, "as"definitelyfixed,"were^e nist 
received, and mops of the others have since come 
to hand. The adjustment of the grant now in 
progress, with the cooperation of the regularly 
authorized agents of the State, will be completed 
as rapidly as possible. 

The maps of final location of the " Alabama 
and Florida,"beingthe road from Montgomery, 
in the direction of rensacola, and of its contin- 
uation to the last mentioned point, together with 
informal maps of the " Girard and Mobile" road 
in Aloboma, and of the Louisiana portion of the 
New Orleans and Jackson road, hove heen re- 
ceived, on all which such official action will 
be had as may be admissible preliminary to the 
I^ialotion of tnoso^tates foraccepting the grants. 

It is understood that the Legislature of the 
State of Wisconsin have just accepted Uie pant 
for her roods, by the passage of an act anuior- 
izing certain componies to receive the grant of 
lands to that State. 

The following is an approximate estimate of 
the quantity of lands which will probably inure 
to eaeh'Btote, under those new grants, oner de- 
dacting estimated sales, and other disposals of 
londs within the prescribed limits: 



StatM. 



Iowa 

Florida 

Alabama 



Loniaiaua.. 
HiHlMimil. 
WiKontm. 
HIcbtgan . . . 



Total.. 



Date of 
act. 



1650. 
Mar U 
M» 17 
Mar 17 ) 
June 3> 
Aug. 11 S 
June 31 
Ang.llJ 
Au;.ll 
June 3 
June 3 



Milaa 
of road. 



1,194 
1,S»4 



330 
5M 
1,075 



ArA 
of gnat. 



Net,«4iicb 
will inure. 



4JaO,000 

4,853,700 

11,403,840 

9,1SO,400 
4,19B,000 



5,610 31,5«l,«» 



•Sera. 
3,496,000 
1,814.400 

1,913,300 

i,eoi,5«o 

950,400 
1,639,800 
3,096,000 



13,755,550 



Since the l&st annual report, the grant to 
Arkansas and Missouri, fot tne Cairo ana Fulton 
railroad and branches, under the act of February 
9, 1853, has been nearly closed, and the lands re- 
maining to the GenentlGovemment have been re- 
stored, by o public proclamation, to sale and entry. 

The quantity of land inuring to the States 
named, in virtue of this grant, is as follows: 

Arta of grant. yetialeeUon*. 

Aer*». .tfcret. 

HiMouri, Ibr bei pan of tfae 

Cairo and Falum ai9;U3 54,006 

Ariouiaai, fbr taer part of tna 

Cairoand Faltoa 1,160/167 764,773 

Arkanw, MempMa branch.. 307,347 150,000 

Arkansaa, Fon Smilh brancb. 550,505 550,535 



Tot^ 9,397,901 



IJ19,3B3 



From^ this it will be seen that in consequence 
of previous soles, swamp selections, and other 
disposals, the quantity inuring to Ute States falls 
short of the area of the grant, as followB; 

Acrt*. Jlcrtt. 

Mtownri 165,196 

Arkanm, Cairo and Fulton 395,305 

Arfcauaa, Hetnphli bnacb M7,347 

- fueifitk 

HakincaiotalofacmkeMUtan tkaqoautity 

wlAfaiilMUailaelBlBsd Sir7,8» 



In rsftrenee to the adjustment of the Fox and 

Wisconsin river gront in Wisconsin, under the 
oct of August 8, 1854, and the several supple- 
mentary acts, it appears from the return to this 
office, tJiot there only remain 9,171 acres yet to 
be selected, under our special official ceruficate 
of April 36, 1855, referred to and explained in 
last annual report. ThiBresiduum,it is expected, 
will be selected before the close of the approach- 
ing winter; and in tbot event the selections will 
be complete. As regards the 60,833 acres of old 
selections, on account of this grant, awaiting the 
coafirmation of Congress, they are still withheld 
from sale at the written request of the honorablo 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lends of 
the House of Representatives, to await the leeis- 
ktion which had been expected on the matter. 

The following is a statement of this gcont as it 
now stands: 

Onantitr granted under die aeveial aeia. ... - 684,969 
OuaDdtj Htected and tegnlarlr approved... 908,303 
OaanUgr aelected undar tba special eertUI- 

cate, not amwnved 405,963 

Quantln, old salaetlena, awaiting conflnn- 

sUon^Comraaa 60,833 

. 675,09S 

Leaves , 9,071 

to be sdlected, should Cpngress confirm by law 
the old selection.gf'60,832 acres, which is of lands 
nofo^end. Otherwise, that amount must be added 
to ue last mentioned quantity to be selected 
under existing laws fh>m any vacant lands in the 
State tuAject to privale anlry. 

The surveys in the State of Iowa have now 
progressed sufficiently for closing the odjustment, 
within the limits of that State, of the Des Moines 
river grant, under the act of August 8, 1846, but 
no further action can be taken until the compro- 
mise proposition for the finol settlement of the 
grant, recently proposed in the opinion of the 
Attorney Generol and adooted by the Department, 
shall be either accepted (nhvjected by tne proper 
authorities. In th4 mean time the lands m ais- 
pute, abovt the Raccoon Fbrk, appear to^ inter- 
sected by three of the Iowa railroad gnim, mode 
by the act of 15th May last, thus creating a third 
party to the already con^licated condition of 
this ousiness. 

The following will show the amount selected 
and wproved of lands situated in the State of 
Iowa for this grant up to date: 

SiliMted Aelow Mc Raccoon Fork. 

Approved July 13, 1B48, bx Becretan E. J. 
Walker....;.... 821,098.03 

SUwOad otoM tht Raeeoon' Fvrk. 
Approved October 30, 1851, bjr Becreiaiy A. H. 
H. Stewart : 

List Ho. 1 107,195.78 

" " % 35,487.87 

" " 3 61,707.93 

914,391.56 

Approved December 17, 1853, liv See- 
retaiy a. HcCIeUand....33,143.4> 
AMieviBd Decenbar 30i 1853, 
IT Becrstaiv R. HeClel- 

land : 1U13*61 

45,955.94 

960,347.52 

MaUag aggi^aie wcoved .581,375.M 

The Unds mnted to the Stale of Wisconsin 
by the act or June 18, 1838, to aid in the con- 
struction of o canal to connect the waters of Lake 
Michigan with those of Rock river, amount to 
138,996 acres. That work not hoving been con- 
structed, the lands reverted, by the terms the 
act, to the United States. The State, boipever, 
had sold 135,431 acres thereof. In order to settle 
the matter, the lands thus sold, under the opinion 
of the Attorney General of July 34, 1853, have 
been computed at |3 50 per ocre, and chorged to 
tbe five per cent, fiind of the State; and those 
remaining unsold, amounting to 13,565 acres, 
charged to the 500,000 acre grant, made by the 
act of September 4, 1841. The selections under 
the latter act have all been since mode and ap- 
proved, except the eompanitively small amount 
of 33,533 acres, in the list of selections bearing 
date December 6, 1855, which requires correction 
of a small excess, lliis State woe, by computa- 
tion made in August lost, entitled to 35,683 acres, 
under the proTinons of ths acLo^areh 3, 1^, 
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M th« United StaM land officei. 

The opentionfl under the gcaduLtion act of 
Aogu«t 4, iSMi have be«n laborious and «mbar- 
laMio;, froitftil of numeroua and pu^ilexiiig 
qoeationa. Tlute hrnn been aetded upon the 
most liberal prtnciplea conaisteat with the pro- 
Tisions of the act preacribing wttlement and cui- 
tivatien &• a eonditUHi of the purchaaea. Upon 
«ntriea under thia lav, mode prior to Jane 1, 
1856, porobasera are allowed one yearftnn that 

Eriod to make proof of actnal MttleoMnt, Aa. 
1 purehaaera after that period are allowed one 
year from the dale of aale to prove up their 
claima. ThLa ia the extent of exxcutire diacretion 
in the premiaeai and it is extreroelv' deairaUe, in 
onfer that the matter may be finally put to real, 
that CongrMi shall-cither affirm by law Uie action 
of the Department, which haa aHsimilated thia 
claaa of caaee, in reeard to the lime allowed, to 
the period prescribed in relation to lands subieet 
to prirate entry in the pteKmpiion act of lollt 
or preaeribe the terms on whicn further proceed- 
ings shall be had by the Execulire in the matter, 
or waive the condition of settlement and cultiTa- 
tion altogether. It is proper here to remark that, 
as the wes under this law are necessarily raixed 
up in the daily progress of sales with those at 
the regular minimum, much delay must ensue in 
the regular issue of patents, unless it shall bere- 
sAer be determined to select and exclude the 
Craduation sales, and suspend the patents for 
proof for the period allowed for its presentation, 
and proceed with the ordinary sales. In that 
case, the otfect will be to break the series of num- 
bers, and lead to embarrassment and a departure 
trom the regular order of issue under our system. 

The accounts of receivers of public moneys and 
disbursing agents have generally been audited 
and adjusted to the end of the third quarter of 
the cafenJar year. 

The act qf Congres^pproved April 90, 1818, 
"chaining the compensation of receivers and 
roisters of the land offices;" provides "that 
instead ^ the compensauon now allowed by law 
to the receivers of public moneys for the lands of 
the United States, they shall receive an annual 
•alary of $500 each, and a commission of one 
per centum of the >anoneys received, as a com- 
pensation for clerk hire, receiving, ^e-keeping, 
uid transmitting aach moneys to the Treasury of 
the United S^tates: Provided aluam. That the 
whole amotint'which any receiver of public mon- 
evs shall receive under the provisions of the act 
•nail not exceed, for anv one y^ar, the sum of 
#3,000." 

Second; "That instead of the compeasatioo 
now allowed by law to the regiaters of the land 
offices, they snail receive an annual salary of 
#500 each, and a commission of one per cent, on 
all the moneys expressed in the receipts bv them 
filed and entered, and of which tbey shall have 
transmitted on account to the Secretary of the 
Treasury; ProvSied olwmi. That the whole 
amount which any register of the land office shall 
receive under the provisions of this act shall not 
exceed, for anjr one year, the sum of #3,000." 

The rate which was adopted bjr the Treasury 
for the computation of commission under this 
act was rejected* by the Supreme Court in the 
case of United States ri. Dickson, (15 Peters, 
141 et stq.,) and decided to be contrary bo the 
intention of the act. 

The court decided that " Uie eonunission is a 
eompensation attached to the, partiealar officer 
for tus yearly service, and not to the office itself 
Car a iseal year." And ia conformity with the 
decision of the court in the case reJerred to, the 
aocountaou were inatmcted lo caknlatf tkB com- 
aii«stan< of receivers of publk moneya in the 
fitlloving manner: 

Finl. — If, under a teMpsrair appointment, 
nude by the President ^inng the recess of the 
Senate, soma received by a receiver o^^ublic 
moneys shall have amounted to #250,000, and 
•hall iiave been duly accounted for at the Treas- 
ttry, then uioh receiver will be entitled to his 
maximum of commissions for said temporary 
■ervioe which ends with the day preeeding the 
date of bis comraisnan ander the Beiiata'>> con- 
Armation. Thus, for example: 

A 6 was ai^tnntBd Um Fnudeaft iwunr 



of public moneys on November 1, 1855, and gave 
his bond aod took his oath and receipted for the 
books and papers on the 1st of December, 1855, 
and was suMequeotly appointed by llie President 
aod eonfirmed by the Senate for the term of four 
years from and after the lat of Jannary, 1856; 
now, if the moneys received prior to 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1856, amounted.to #050,000, and were duly 
accounted for, such receiver was entitled to one 
month *s salary, and to hia maJtimom of oonunis- 
AooM of #3,500, although he had served hut for 
one month. 

Second. — If, under kis confirsoed appointment, 
dated January 1, 1656, the moneys received io 
the year ending December 31 , 1856, ^all amount 
to #350,000, -lie receiver will be entitled to his 
maximum when such sum shall be accounted for 
at the Treasury. 

Under this rule, should the receiver's office 
become vacant, and a new receiver be appointed 
each quarter, each receiver would be enuiled to 
the maximum iManmission of #3,500, provided 
the sales of Isnd, during the incunibeney of each, 
should amount to #3w,000, amounting in the 
o^regate to the sum of #10,000 for the^ear, which 
seems to me to be contrary to the intention of 
the act. The wording of the act may justify the 
construction given io it by the cotirt; but, believ- 
ing the Legisuiture never intended that the United 
Sutes should, in any one calendar year, pay 
more than one per cent, upon all moneya received 
during that year, and that the commission for 
any one year, to whomsoever paid,8hould exceed, 
in the whole, the sum of #S>500, it is deemed 
proper to invite attention to the suli^ect. 

Snould sty views respecting this matter meet 
Tonr concnrrence, further legislative action will 
be necessary to give tlw proper coostmetion to 
the act of 90th April, 1818, so as to rsatrict 
the commisBion of the r^tsten and receivers to 
a quarterly pro rata allowance of the maximam 
ef #3,500 per anmtm, their compensation, both 
for salary and commisuons, to commence and 
be calculated from the time thegr enter on the dis- 
charge of their duties. 

I would also recommend that the second section 
of the act of 39d March, 1853, (see StAites at 
Larger page 4,} be so amended as to require that, 
before a military wairont ahall be located, the 
holder of sud warrant shall pay the location fee 
to the receiver of public moneys, and that he 
shall be held aecountable for the SBme,asin case 
of receipts of the ordinary proceeds of the puUie 
lands. 

For the details of the surveying operations 
reference is made to the accompanying annual 
reports of the surveyors g^nersJ, of which the 
following synopsis is submitted: 

MiCHiOAK. — The surveys of new lands in this 
State, with the exception of a few islands in the 
rivers sad lakes, have been completed. The sur^ 
veys already cover one fourth part of the lower, 
and one twenty-Afth part of the upper peninsula. 
It has been determined to complete the resurveys 
of about seventy-five townships, the greater por- 
tion of which are emljraced in outstanding con- 
tracts, to complete the arcliives, and then close 
the office. For die attainment of this object 
measures are contemplated, so as to be able to 
turn over the archives to the authorities of Mich- 
iean under the act of 13th June, 1840, by the 30th 
September, 1857. No new appropriations are 
asked, except for salaries and incidental expenses, 
which axe submitted for the entire fiscal year, so 
OS to cover contingencies that may arise. 

Iixiirois. — ^The surveys in this State have like- 
wise been completed, except some small islands 
in the Mississippi, Rock, and Fox rivers, which 
are now being surveyed and returned on indi- 
vidual applications to the Surveyor General, at 
the expense of the parties applving. The sur- 
veys of a few townships have been retraced to 
renew the old lines, ana alt the surveying opera- 
tions in the State are so nearly closed Uiat it is 
expected the archives will be in a condition to 
be transferred to the State by the 30th June next. 

Missomti- — The surveys of new lands yet to 
be effected are reduced to some small tracts in the 
rivers, a few islands, and about ten full town- 
ships between the St. Francis and Mississippi 
rivers, in the southeastern part of the State, with 
•ome town and village sarreys, on Vhich it^ 



scription of work the surveyiqg force has be«i 
engaged the past year. From recent examina- 
tions it is expected that the business of this sur- 
veying department will be so ftr advanced as to 
place the orchivea in readiness for transfer within 
theperiod of two years. 

WiscoHsiv. — ^Tne surveys have progressed 
rapidly north of the fourth correction line, and 
west of the meridian, bordering on the south 
shors of Lske Sqperior, and embracing deainbk 
>Bnds for settlers. The surveys between the 
meridianand the Michigan line, north of the third 
correction line, have been referred. These sur- 
veys are proposed, at a convenient period, with 
a view lo the protection of the timber, coustiiu- 
ting their prioeipal v^e, and also in reference to 
recent railroad grants. 

lowA. — From the rapid progress of the curveys 
last year in this Stale, the fiem of operations has 
been narrowed down to a amall oistriet in the 
northwest angle, between the northern boundary 
and township ninety-six north, extending from 
the Kg Sioux river to the Des Moines. It is 
expected that all the aurveya wiH be competed 
b^he dose of the fisesl year ending 30th June, 

MuTKBioTA.— The surveys in this Territory 
west of the Mississippi river^ and bordering on 
the Minnesota and its tributaries, have kept pace 
with the rapid settlement of this region, and the 
great demand for Anns. Under the law of the 
Kite session of Coneress, creating two new land 
districts in the north part of the Territory, and 
providiag an appropnation of #40,000 for new 
surveys, instmettons were promptly dispatched 
for surveys on the northwest shore of Lake Su- 
perior and on tiie St. Louis river; alao for the 
extension of the surveys west of the Missisaippi 
to the nlley of Uie Ciow-ving river, and fbrtaer 
westward to the Bed tvnr of the nortlu Sub- 
divisional surveys were also ordered to meet the 
demands of the numerous aettlers. The exten- 
siont. of otrtain eonnecting lines have also been 
ordered for tribd yid olhm Indian reserves nnder 
the Chippewa treaties of 30th September, 18S4, 
and 23a February, 1855, lying beyond the main 
body of the contemplated surveys. Partial re- 
turns of meiniian and township lines have already 
reached this office, and as eariyin the coming 
firing as praetieuile it is proposed to remuse 
operations, and prsM the woric forward to com* 
fuelion. 

AasAirsAa. — ^The surveys of new lands for 
market having been completed, the work yet to 
be done is confined to the correction of soma 
surveys alleged to be erroneous and fraudulent, 
which require to be retraoed under existing ap- 
propriations, and then the surveys of this State 
will be finished. By a prt^r restriction of these 
operations to such resurveys only as the United 
States are bound in good faith to have made, for 
whieh the proper steps have bew taken^ this 
t^ce will probably soon be added to the list of 
closed oflwes, and its archives turned over totha 
State aiidiorities. 

LoiriHAirA.'— Surveying operations in this Slata 
ore nearly complete, those remaining being some 
oorreotioDS of old surveys, the location of private 
doims, and surveys of beds of lakes whicn hava 
become diy and belong to die United Statsa. 
Shallow lakes or ponds, it is held, do not pass to 
the Stale under the swamp grants. It is designed 
to oamplete these surveys as rapidlyas possible, 
and to abtriish the office; and this will make the 
fourth ofiee, out of dia Unlva now in opentioa, 
which it is expscted n«r be closed within the 
next two years, and t^ Treaniy thtii relievtd 
from the present ehai^ee inoident to thnir exiau 
ence. 

FMaiDA.-^The Indian diatariHUKes hava 
proved a aerioas impedinnnt to the surveys, 
having occasioned the flight of eight depuuea 
from the field, nesr '* Uake 0-kee-wo-bee," in 
January last, with loss of their property. Sinca 
then, the surveyors hare not been able to reaoma 
operations. Considerable pro^«es, however, 
has been made in the offiee-work, by the system- 
atic arrangement and protraction ot the private 
land claima, tfaua advancing the business with a 
view to the transfer of the surveying archivea I* 
the State uitfaorities at no distant day. 

The mrray of theK^ya off the ewst of Florida 
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is under the immediate superintendence of the 
Omt Surrey office. Some of the Kejri Ijio^ 
floath of the extreme peninsula of Florida, and 
northeast of Key West, have been snrreyed 
during the past season, and plats indicating^ them 
by latitude and longitude, unconnected with the 
nimys of public lands on the main land, hare 
been returned to this office. Prom the returns, 
ft appears the area of the lurreyed Keys is about 
sixteen thousand acres, coTerea to some extent 
by shaltov vater. Tha operations of the trian- 
gnlationspreMnt a surveyed area of thirty-six 
sq^nare mile*, vithin tro hundred and sixty-three 
'iDiJea of shore line. 

For more detailed description of the Keys, 
Kference is made to copies of the reports here- 
with from sab^sdiatanta of Uie United States 
Coast Survey, addressed to the Superintendent 
of the Coast Surrey, and by him transmitted to 
tiiis office. 

In the well assured expectation of the flitnre 
operations of the coast sui'Tey, 1 havftsubmilted 
ne usual estimate for continuing the surrey of 
the Florida Keys, for the fiscal year ending June 
90, 1858. 

New Mexico TEaarroar. — ^Thc surreys hare 
been confined to 674 miles of meridian base and 
correction lines, 365 miles of township and sub- 
division lines, notwithstanding the Indian hostili- 
ties and the difficulty of procuring supplies in a 
sparsely settled country. 

Since the last annual report, there havabeen 
filed with the Surveyor General, sixteen private 
hmd claims; three or them have been examined 
by him» the remaining thirteen, with fifteen other 
e»ims preriously filed, are Bw^dting farther testis 
nony. The examination of audi titles has been 
delayed by the apathy of claimants, and their 
neglect to present the necessary testimony. There 
bave been filed, in all, fourteen of the pvcblo 
claims, which, having been examined, will be 
submitted for the action of Congress. Only 
thirty-two donation claims have been filed since 
the opening of the office. 

The selection fVom the archives of the Spanish 
and Mexican Qovemments, which were turned 
over to the SurreyorGeneral's office by the Qor- 
ernor of New M«xico, resulted in the eolleetion 
of 1,014 grants and documents relating to land 
' titles, of which one hundred and ninety-seven are 
prirate grants. These have all been claaisified, 
alphabetically arranged, and constitute perma- 
nent official records. 

From the advices received at this office ftom 
the surveyor general of New Mexico and other 
sources, it is evident Indiriduals claiming lands 
under former Governments before the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, are very averse to 
respond to the call made on them by the Surveyor 
General's notice of JamLary 18, 1855, to prodjace 
tbe erideaees of their claims to his offlceat Santa 
Pf; some from fear of losing the eridence of 
their titles, jnspired»itiBsa[^oBed, bydestgning 
individuals. 

In many instances, tha Pueblo Indians have 
been deterred from filing their title-papers with 
the Surveyor General, m the apprehension that 
they would nerer again get possession of them. 
Others, fonacious of an indisputable possessory 
right of landed eitates, feel perfect security on 
the subject, and do not care to cxhibit^mucaless 
file , their title^pers* for the purpose of en^ling 
the Surveyor General to report upon the claims to 
Congress ft>r confirmation under the act of July 
S3, 1854. This tardiness in complying ith the 
Tequirement under the law delays the action on 
the nartof theSurTeyorGkQeral,and on the part 
of Congresa, and of course will cause correspond- 
ing delay in the surrey of claims, and restrict the 
field of operations in New MexicS. It interferes 
also with donation claimants under the law of 
July 32. 1854. 

To obviate tbe difficulty, it is suggested that a 
period of time be nrescritied by law within which 
elaimanta shall file their claims, and that a sum- 
mary system for their final settlement, onprin- 
ciplesof justice, be firorided by Congress. There 
existing no authonty of law for the survey of 
Private claims, nor of the Pueblos, in New Mex- 
ico, until the same shall bave been acted upon by 
the Surveyor General, reportad to Congress, and 
Inally oonllnaed, all tha Sxeeutivt cab do, tinder 
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present eireamstanees, is to exclude them from 
sectional subdivision , in the gradual extension of 
the lines of the public surreys. 

KiHsAfl. — The returns of the surveys of public 
lands, Indian trust lands, and permanent Indian 
reservations, show that they nave been prose- 
cuted with great dispatch, considering the severity 
of the last winter, which forced the deputy sur- 
r^yor^ to abaadoo field operations. Besides this, 
the disturbances in the country, and the intricacy 
of surveys under Indian treaty stipulations, whien 
had derolred upon the Surreyor General, tended 
to retard the progress of the business. These 
accumulated causes deferred the preparation of 
the Iowa, Delaware, and other Inaian trust lands 
for market, as early as had been contemplated ; 
and consequently no public lands, although sur- 
reys to the extent of nundreds of thousands of 
acres, and plats of the same are prepared, could 
be brought into market. The eastern pordon of 
the Delaware trust lands, of about ten townships, 
were, however, proclaimed for sale, to take place 
on the 17th of the present month. 

Nebraska. — The surreys of the public lands 
in this.Territory hare not progresseo as rapidly 
as in Kansas, owing mainly to the desire to 
expedite the surrev of the Jndtan tnuf lands in 
Kansas, on which tne deputies have been chiefly 
employed; leaving but few to carry on opera- 
tions in Nebraska. This cause, added to the 
necessity of resurveys to comet "some erroneous 
returns, has retarded tl^e progress of the field- 
work during the past season. 

Utah Terhitort. — The surveying operations 
from the 27th July, 1655, the date of the arrival 
of the Surreyor General at Salt Lake City, the 

filace of his official residence, consisted in a pre- 
iminary reconnoissance of the country in the 
neighborhood of the Salt Lake, and in tne estab- 
lisbment of the initial point at the comer of the 
Temple block in the SaJt Lake City, by erecting 
a suitable monument at the point of the inier- 
fKCtion of the principal merioian with the base 
line, from which the base line was extended due 
east four miles, and due west thirty-six miles. 
The principal meridian was extended due north 
from the initial point, on line and by oflTaets, 
eighty-fbUT miles, and Muth serenty-two miles. 
The meridian and the base Une msa through Salt 
Lake ralley. Cache, Malade, Blue Spring, and 
Hansel ^ring ralleys to the north or the base; 
through Tuilla, and part of Bush valleys on the 
west, and through Jordan, Utah, Cedar, Tintick, 
and a portion of Youab vtdleys on the south . 

Contracts have been entered into for surveying 
tiiese ▼atleys.'with the exception of the desert 
lying west of the Salt Lake. The surveys are 
to be made into townships, with authonty for 
subdividing them into sections. The field work 
under the contracts has been reported to thia 
office as fe tnnied to the Surveyor General 's office , 
and the office work as completed and ready for 
transmission to Washington. The extent of the 
field operations embmces between one hundred 
and thirty and one hundred and forty townships, 
including fVactional townships. A partial exam- 
ination of the country has been made beyond 
the localities enumerated by the Surreyor Gen- 
eral, who recommends the extension of the base 
and meridian lines hereto, and su^ests the pro- 
priety of BUrreying the raluable timber lands 
fbnnd in the canons of the moantains in Utah. 
. The Surreyor General reports that the Salt 
Lake City is far greater in extent than thc'corpo- 
rate authorities are entitled to under the town site 
act of 23d May, 1844. He represents that the 
city occupies sereral square miles, and suggests 
the propriety of legal enactment to enable mm to 
close the lines of the public surveys upon such 
limits of the city as it may be proper to recog* 
nize. It is flirther stated that the public domain 
in the city, anH out of the limits tnereof, settled 
by Mormons, is being conreyed by the members 
of the church of Latter Day &uoU, in consider- 
ation of their good*wiU toirards the church, to 
Brigham Young, trustee of tbe same, he requir- 
ing them to defend the property thus conveyed 
eigainst any one. 

This proceeding in the Territory is incompat- 
ible with our system, and suggests the propriety 
of eoDgressional interposition. Afl t^ie toiA) site 
act of 1B44 limits the grant to h(Vi4red and 



twenty acres, it might be proper to consider the 
peculiar condition of the capital oflTtah,and pass 
such legislative enactment as would award to the 
city a sufficient number of the legal Bu6divinions 
to embrace itt praenl gctwU improvtments, such 
legal subdivisions contiguous to these improre- 
menis to be, of course, laid open for di^osal 
ander the general land laws applicable to the 
same. 

CAuroBKiA. — ^The progress of the surveying 

Sterations has been confined to Uie ralleys of 
pper Sacramento and Shasta rivers, and to the 
eootheastem portion of the State bordering on the 
Colorado rirer; also to lands in the ricintty of 
the Tejon Indian reserve, and along the ralleys 
of Mono and Tahichopa lakes, situated on the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains. 
Since the Surveyor General's last annual report, 
he has entered into twenty-eight different con- 
tracts for the survey of the pubKc lands; and the 
returns of surrajrs to his officsi whkh bave been 
examined and approved, btclnda thsafollowing 
work: 

Surveys or bau and netWsattats ' lao nlles 
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Ineloding a surveyed area of neariy eight tniUion 

acres. 

The surveys in California, notwithstanding 
their rapid progress, have been subjected to strict 
scrutiny in the field by commissioned examining 
deputies, whose duty it is to repair to the field, 
and test the accuracy of work executed by the 
deputies under contracts. These measures have 
led to the discorery of sereral contracts in the 
execution of which errora had occurred, and the 
parties have been required to correct their work, 
or to be subjected to the expenss of its correction 
through other deputies. The salutary provision 
made in the act of 3d March, 1653, ailthorizing 
the examination of surveys in the field, has been 
the means of securing accuracy in surveying 
operations, ^e amount of the ofllce work ptr- 
formed in the surveying department at San Fran- 
cisco during the year has been considerable, and 
coextensive with the multifarious requirements 
of the office. Among many miscellaneous dqties, 
incident to the custody of the old Spanish and 
Mexican archives, ana the documents of the lata 
board of land commissioners, the followingwork 
has been performed : the original field notes of sur- 
reys which had been returned to the Surveyor Gen- 
eral's office during the year, hare been examined, 
and their accuracy tested by protraction; maps-of 
the aameharo been made in triplicate, amounting 
to one thousand two hundred and six ty-one plats ; 
transcripts of the field notes and descriptive notes 
of townships, and a general map of the State, 
have been prepared, exhibiting the prc^ees of the 
surveys. Sinoe the commencement of field oper- 
ations in California to the present time, sixty- 
one thousand four hundred and sixteen miles of 
surveying hare been accomplished, emlivalent to 
the area of about twenty miUians of surveyed 
acres. This accumulation of the public lands, at 
heavy gorernmental expenditure, suggests the 
propriety of offering portions of them for sale, to 
satisfy the public expectation, as soon as a proper 
separation can be made of the agricultural from 
the reserred mineral lands. Referring to the 
remarks in connection with the subject presented 
in the last annual report, it is submitted whether, 
in ftirther legislation in the premises, it would 
not be proper to declare by an express enactment 
that, in the event of a sale, or location by the 
local officen, either at public auction or other- 
vrise, of lands ai ta^ienUuml, which may here- 
after be ascertained to be strictly amU^out, an^ 
as such reserved under existing iawa.^ qny such 
sale or patent granted in pursuance thereof, shall 
be held to convey only the portion of such sale 
as may embrace agricultural lands. 

Okxooh.— The surreys arc neariy completed 
of the. public It^iids and donation claims ietwtm 
Mm CuKodt mo^i^teiiw and tht ocean, as authorized 
by the htw creating the anrreying district of 
Ofic^n, notwithatwding tlA"'diffi»ltm feo^ 
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Koned by th« neeot war with the Inflians. The 

Surveyor General renews the Buggeetion in hie 

Eredecessor's last annual report for the extension, 
y law, of this surveying district east of the Cat- 
eadtt. The explorations of the country have 
satisfied him that it is not practicable to continue 
the base line and the correction parallels over that 
range of mountains; and being aware of the ex- 
istence of rich and inviting lands for settlement 
in the transmontane poruons of the Territory, 
especially near the borders of the Columbia and 
its trUiutaries, snch ai Des Cbtite, Johii Day's, 
and the Umatilla riTets, he recommends that sep- 
arate base and meridian lines be established for 
that region. With this view, I have submitted 
the necessary estimates for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, ]b58. 

Wasbihotoh Tseutort. — The disastrous 
results of the recent Indian war, which continued 
Ibr sevecal months, have prevented surveying 
operations to the extent anticipated, and have 
paraljrze^f ^ ^ great extent, operations in the 
surveying department. But four contracts have 
been mole for aarrevs since the last annual 
report, only one of wnich has been completed, 
and that was for running township lines on 
Whitby's Islaill. Under former contracts, re- 
, turns have been made to the extent of twenty- 
four miles of the Willamette meridian, by offset, 
situated between the Admiralty inlet and the 
Cascade Mountains. The extension of thirty-six 
miles of the ihird standard parallel west to Gray's 
Harbor, and thirty miles of the seventh standard 
parallel, passing through the vast expanse of the 
Admiralty Inlet and Whitby's Island, have been 
executed. BcMdes* there have been returned to 
the Surrejor General's oflSce nineteen townships 
of Bubdivisional survey, and six of exterior lines. 
The Surveyor GeneraJ reports that the donation 
law in Washington Territory requires the survey 
of extensive Jracts of the country, to define ana 
connect those claims with the public lands. 

uoLOOicAL RccoiraotiaANce ik oasooH and 

WAIBINOTOH TEHniT0aiE8. 

Under the appropriation of March 3, 1855, 
** for expenses mcurred by Dr. John Evans in 
ceological explorations in Oregon, Washington, 
oc., and for the completion of those explorations 
in Washington Terntory end on Goose Bay," 
the sum of $13,000 35 was placed with the geol- 
ogist on the 90th March of that year, with in- 
structions to prosecute his examinationB and 
reconnotasance of the coal regions in Washington 
Territory, to show the value and extent of the 
deposits, and to complete and make final report 
of the same. It was particularly impressed upon 
him not to exceed the appropriation of $13,000 S5 
made for that purpose. On the 18tn day of 
Au^Bt, 1855, this office had occasion to repeal 
the instructions as to the line of duty of the geol- 
ogist under the aforesaid appropriation. 

A report bearing date June 13, 1856, has re- 
cently reached this office from the geologist, 
■bowing an admitted unexpended balance in his 
hands of about ^,000 of tnie appropriation , but 
representing additional liabilities incurred, which 
will absorb the apparent unexpended balance and 
exceed the apf^priaiion by ^,000. For this 
last amount, an additional appropriation is inti- 
mated to be necessary, without reference to any 
other expenditures that ma^ be needed in case 
Congress shall see fit to pubhsh his report, which 
is stated to be in the course of preparation, and 
expected to be completed on his return to this 
citV. 

The advices we have received concerning coal 
and its analysis on Belltngham Bay, in Wash- 
ington Territory, represent that it will produce 
y ccMie in largo quontiiieR, and is better for manu- 
facturing purposes than that on Dwomish river, 
or on Nanainio river on Vancouver's Island; 
that the thickness of the deposit is from a few 
inches to twenty feet, and there is an abundant 
supply. It ie also reported that considerable 
progress has been made in the preparation of 
illustrations appertaining to the proposed geo- 
logical report, but it would be impossible to per- 
feet the manuscriptuntiltheanalvsia is completed; 
and, as the appropriation is almoit exhausted, 
the geoUwiit has properiy hesitated to incur fur- 
ther itabiliiy unless Congress iholl authorize this 



office to publish the report. Inasmuch as the 
last appropriation was proposed for the emvpUtutn 
of the geological researches, and was intended to 
cover we expenses of the report in manuscript, 
we do not feel justified in recommending any 
further appropriations until a final return shall 
have been made of the work eontemiilated by the 
aforesaid appropriation. 

IVniAN RXIXaVATIOlTB. , ' 

Bt the act of Congress, approved 17th July, 
1854, authority is conferred upon the President 
of the Unil^ States ** to cause to be surveyed 
the tract of land in the Territory of Minnesota 
belonging to the half breeds, or mixed bloods, 
of the Daeotah or Sioux nation of Indians;" and, 
upon the execution by thoee Indians of a proper 
relinquishment, in form to be prescribed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, scrip 
is required to be issued for the amount <* to which 
each individual would be entitled, in case of a 
division of the said giant or reservation, pro rata 
among the claimants," the scrip "to be located 
upon any of the lands within eaid reservation not 
now occupied by actual and ions jidt settlers of 
the half breeds, or mixed bloods, or such other 
persons as have gone into said Territory by 
authority of law; or upon any other unoccupied 
lands subject to preSmption or orivate sale, or 
upon any other unsorveved lands, not reserved 
by Government, upon which they have respect- 
ively made improvements," with a limitation in 
the scrip not to exceed.to each six hundred and 
forty acres, nor less than forty acres. 

The survey of this Indian reservation , on Lake 
Pepin, has been executed; the area ascertained to 
bti 330,819.48 acres, and this office has furnished 
the form of ncLiKQuisaMENT, in sufficient number 
of printed copies, as contemplated by the act, 
and, also, the form of icair; and, upon the ex- 
ecution of the relinquishment, and the receipt of 
your instructions touching certain questions 
which have arisen and been submitted, in con- 
nection with the preceding, this office will be pre- 
pared promptly to cooperate in fully carrying out 
the provisions of the aforesaid act. 

Under several recent and numerous Indian 
treaties, ratified in years past, individual reserva- 
tions of various classes are constantly coming up 
for our action; and, as iiq>idly as the same are 
matured, this office is prepared to issue the requi- 
site grants. 

The new land offices for Kansas and Nebraska 
Territories hove been located; for the former at 
Lecompun, and the latter at Omaha City— the 
respective seals of government of those Terri- 
tories. 

Under the operation of the act of I2lh June, 
1840, the following old land offices have been 
closed and die diatricts consolidated, to wit: 

The office at Iowa City has been discontinued 
and annexed to Fort Dee Moines, Iowa. 

That at Danville has been consolidated at 
Springfield, Illinois. 

For the public convenience, the fbllowing 
changes in the location of the land offices have 
been made: Dacorrah, removed to Osage, Iowa; 
Lebanon, removed to Centre, Alabama; Cahaba, 
removed to Greenville, Alabama; Brownsville, 
removed to Chatfield, Minnesota Territory; and 
orders have been given for the temporary removal 
of (he land office at Winona on 1st January, 
1857, to Faribault. The Kabmazoo ofEce,Mich- 
igan, was cloBcd, but has since been reopened, 
pursuant to the act of Congress for that purpose, 
approved 5th April last. 

The necessary steps have been taken for carry- 
ing into effect the act of Bth July, 1856, creating 
the "northeastern" and northwestern" land 
districts in Minnesota Territory. The office for 
the former has been located at Buchanan, on 
Lake Superior, and the latter at Ojibway, on the 
Mississippi river, and registers and receivers 
have been appointed. Instructions, immediately 
after the passage of the law, were communicated 
to the Surveyor General at Dubuque, for the new 
eurveya, unaer the appropriation of |4(),000 pro* 
vided by the said aa of 8th July, 1656, as here- 
inbefore mentioned, so as to expedite the surveys 
%s much as practicable before the setting in of 
winter, with orders to resume operations at the 
eftrliesi monteat of the spring. 



The attention of this office has been drawn to 

the subject of silver mines in the Territory of 
New Mexico, by representations that a mine has 
been discovered and worked, subsequent to the 
treaty of 1848 of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and appli- 
cation for information has been made ns to the 
protection that would be extended to a party by 
whom, in such a ease, alt the laws of old Mexico 
had been strictly complied with in regard to the 
matter. 

This office, in reply, has held that the exec- 
utive department eouid not recognize any right 
or claim in such mine on the part of any private 
individual, nor take any acuon respecting the 
alleged discovery without the authority and direc- 
tion of Congress. Preparatory to such legisla- 
tion, an examination to develop the facts as to 
the existence and extent of such, and other val- 
uable mineral deposits in the Territory, seems 
to be proper; and it is recommended that th« 
authority of law be conferred for that pur- 
pose. 

On exafnination, it is found that the existing 
laws relating to the public lands in Or^n and 
Washington Territories authorize donation^ and 
sales by preilmption, but give no power to the 
Executive to order pufttie sales esif of the Cascade 
Mountains in those Territories. Tfaesurveysare 
progressing rapidly, and already large bodies of 
the public lands are prepared for market, and an 
earnest desire has been manifested that the same 
may be exposed to ssle, especially on the Willa- 
mette river. 

It is recommended, in view of the interests of 
the Territories and those seeking homes in ihat 
region, that the Decessai7powerlieeonfi>rn;d by 
Congress for public sales estt, as the law now 
authorizes sales ureif of these mountains. 

By a provision in the appropriation act of ISth 
Aunist, 1856, the " reserved Unds," no longer 
needed for miUtan purposes in Florida, are, with 
the assent of the Secretary of War, to be sold as 
other public lands. There being a large number 
of tracts similar in character in other land Stales, 
it is recommended that thia provision be made 
general. 

The recommendation in the last annual report 
is repeated, that the preemption act of 1841 be 
amended so as to auUiorize, in the future, eettle- 
menu gmemUy upon uiuwreyed lands, as the 
privilege under existing legislation extends only 
to California, Oregon, Washiiu'ton, Minnesota, 
Kansas, Nebraska, and New Mexico; and that 
whenever, upon return of survey, two or more 
persons arc found residing upon Uie same quar- 
ter-section, the entry be made by them jointly, 
with an allowance in adjacent lego] subdivisions 
of unoccupied lands, not to exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres to each permanent seuler. 

The recommendation also is renewed to amend 
the act of 3d March , 1853, so as to render United 
States reserved sections along the lines of rail- 
roads liable to preemption, as well when the set- 
tlement was made ^fier as before the final allot- 
ment—that is, at any time before the public 
sale. 

Special attention is also invited to the condition 
of tne settlera in Kansas and Nebraska. 

The twelflh section of the act of 22d July, 
1854, chapter 103, applies the provisions of the 
act of 4th September, 184 1, to all the public lands 
in these Territories, vihether jtirveyed or ttol ; and 
the act of 184], which restricts settlements tos«r- 
veytd lauds, makes provision only for lis ^^nt 
settler on the quarter-section. 

As settlements under the law of 1854 are 
authorized htfort the aunreysj and as parties so 
settling are then necessarily in ignorance where 
the lines will run, it is proper to protect, by furthdr 
legislation, sueh settlers as may have gone, or 
may hereafter go, upon these lands, so ihiit when 
two or more settlements are made, and persons 
are found upon the same quarter ailer the survey 
shall have been made, the first settler may not 
have it in bia power, as he might do undercxist- 
ing legislation, to appropriate the labor and im- 
provements of another and more recent setlltr, 
which had been made in good faith. 

In Minnesota, where the act of 1841 has btt^n 
extended to unsurvcyed lands, the act of 4ih 
August, 1854, chapter249,interv(>nes,Aiiddeclan.-s 
that.wbere two on^ffitu^hafe MiM upon the 
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Mine quarter, before the surrey, *' each is per- 
mitted Co enter hia improvemeDt, as near as majr 
be. by legal subdivisions." 

Secltons sixteen and ihirty-six beinz reserved 
for school purposes in Kansas and Nebraska, 
Oregon, Washington, and New Mexico, and also 
in Minnesota, where a settler may have gone 
upon these sectiuns 6</bre the surveys were made, 
end the numerical designation given with a view 
of acquiring a homestead, justice requires that 
other lands, aa a subsiflute, should be allotted to 
the schools, and that the actual settler should be 
allowed to purchase ordinary school sections 
under such circumsiancefl, if he bringi himself 
in all respects within ibe requiremuiU of the lavs 
of 1841 and 1854. 

Legtalntion making provision to this effect will 
be found in the California act of 3d March, 1853, 
chapter 145. 

Important queetiona having arisen under appli- 
cations for the benefitconferrod by the municipal 
preemption law of May 33, 1844, the matter was 
referred by the head of the Department to. the 
Attorney General, who has rendered the opinion 
that the occupation of a town site is samcient- 
Iv indicated, eillier by an actual survey, upon 
tlie ground of the town, into streets, alleys, and 
blocks, or the publication of the plat of the same 
evidencing the connection with the public sur- 
veys, so aa to give notice to other* of the extent 
of tlic town site, all within die limit of 390 acres, 
and that such aarvey and publication of a plat 
is a sufficient evidence and indication that the 
Innds have been selected asa municipal site, and, 
tticrefore, not subject to rural preemption under 
the law of 1841; and fbrther, that the settlement 
and occupation of anyone of the subdivisions of 
the 320 acres maximum, as a tbwn site, is suffi- 
c>ent to entitle the occupants lo an entry of the 
whole under the aforesaid act of 1844. 

Thequestion having been raised, whether either 
of the district land officers could, while in com- 
misBion,aTail himself of the ^reSmption privilege, 
this office haa no diffienliT in determining that, 
in its opinion, theystood Anbl«d,in this respect, 
under the generarprinciples of law; and on the 
question being submitted to the Attorney Gen- 
eral, he concurred, holding, that "although not 
expressly forbidden by (lolufe, still it appears in- 
admissible by the general principles of law, and 
of statutory construction.'' FositiTe UgitUaim 
is recommended in connection with this principle, 
forbidding, under penalty, registers and receivers, 
oruny other officers connect^ with the land sys- 
tem, from purchasing, in any way, directly or 
indirectly, any of the public lands; such beins 
the law in regard to the empleyCs of the Geneiu 
Land Office. 

SrOLIATIOH or TIMBER. 

In connection with the sale and superintendence 
of the public lands, important interests lo the 
timber growing thereon in the States of Michi- 
'an andWinconsin, and Minnesota Territory, 
nave engaged ihe.attention Of this otBce, in con- 
sequence of complaints made by settlers and 
others of its spoliation. To meet theexigency, 
Printed instructions were issued to the looil land 
itlicerR, directing them, among their other duties, 
(J take charge asa special duty, of the preserva- 
ion ofthe public timber on lands within their. re- 
ipective districts; and with a view to indemnity 
j> the Grovernmcnt and punishment of offenders, 
:o seize the timber cut, and report the names of 
:respas8era, fof such action aa the public jnterest 
nay require. It is gratifying to report that this 
3rompl, economical, and direct method of sup- 
iressing the growing evil, has been in a great 
neasure auccesafhl, and depredations hitherto 
MKnmitted to a deplorable extent, hare almost 
tntireiy ceased. 

The usual statistical tables of lands sold, 
granted, and otherwise disposed of, described in 
he annexed synopsis and schedule, are respect- 
'ully submitted, as showing the details of opera- 
ions mentioned in the foregoing. 

Witli great respect, your obedient aervant, 

■ THOMAS A. HENDRICKS. 

Commiuhiur. 

flou. ROBEU UltcCLSLLAim* 



MUrma rfAntuttd Report tifOu Cmnmunoner qfthe 

Gbheral LjlHD Oppicr, 
Abeemfter 39, 1856. 
Sir: Parsuant to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 28th February, 1855, the following is sub- 
mitted as an "abstract or compendium" of the 
annual report from this office, bearing dale the 
29th of November, 1856. This report treats of 
the following subjects, and is a£companied by the 
usual statistical tables ofthe lands surreyvd, ex- 
posed to market, sold, granted, and otherwise 
disposed of, to wit: 

1. The quantity of lands ready for market and 
not adverUsed — surveys returned — aggregate an- 
nual statement of sales and lands disposed of. 

2. Bounty land warrants— acts of 1847-*50- 
*53, and '55— annual statements, with views re- 
specting Vii^nia military claims. 

3. Swamp land grant — statements and recom- 
mendation of further legislation. 

4. Statements relating to Cairo and Fulton 
railroad and branches; and to grants for railroads, 
under laws of the last session of Congress; alao 
in relation to large withdrawal of tracts along 
routes of roads; preliminary action had br Gen* 
eral Land Office under said laws to 'expedite the 
adjustment, and for restoring the lands to market 
at an early day. 

5. Grants in Wisconsin — Fox and Wisconsin 
river grant — Dee Moines river grant in Iowa. 

6. Reference to decisions under graduation act; 
adjustment of accounts of registers and receivers; 
legislation suggested touching the measure of 
compensation to land officers. 

7. Progress of survey of Indian tniat lands in 
Kansas, and synoptical vtewa- of the operations 
ofthe surveyors general . 

6. Indians — half-breed Sioux of Lake Pepin — 
relinquishments, scrip, &c.; reference to indi- 
vidual reservations under treaties. 

9. New land districts created in Minnesota; 
change of locations and consolidation of old 
offices. 

10. Reference to operation of preemption laws 
— further legislation recommended — recommend- 
ation renewed for extensico of act of 3d March, 

law. 

11. Spoliation A timber on public lands in 
Minnesota, Michigan, and WiBcousin. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, 
CoMmiHioMr. 

Hon. RoBBRT McClbllavd, 

Report or tike CommUalOHer of Penstona. 

FBHaioN^rricE, Oetcber 15, 1856. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the operations of this office in the two 
branches of its business — pensions and bounty 
land — since the last annual report: 

I. — PEKaiOHt. 

In this branch, the operations embraced in this 
report are those during the year endine June 3U. 
1^6. 

1. Inva^id Penrion*. — The number of appUca- 
tions for new pensions, and for increases of old, 
of tliia class, which have beea allowed during the 
year, is 176, involving airears amoniiting to 
|3,8S8 30, and annual pensions to the amount of 

J 19,637. The amount paid out at the agenciea 
uring the year, for pensions and arrears, was 
1431,178 69. 

The number of pensionera on the rolls on the 
30th day of June last, was 4,866, with annual 
pensions antouoting to 9443,1^ 50. 

In former reports from this office attention haa 
been called to the propriety of some further legis- 
lation to correct and guard against existing and 
constantly-increasing abuses in the enjoyment of 
pensions of this class by parties to whom they 
may have been properly allowed in the first in- 
stance, yet who, by subseaucnt recovery from 
their disabilities, have ceased to be justly entitled 
to any further continuance of the pensions allowed 
on account of them. The duties of the office, 
within the post year, have afforded an illuairatton 
of the promiety of tbc'Mugg;eBtioDa made on this 
subject. At the commencement of the year there , 



were numerous pensions of this class on the rolls 
of a single State, which had recently been aos- 
pended on account of infomuuion to this office 
that the pensioners either were notjustly entitled 
to any [wnsions or to pensions of'^ the amounts 
they were receinng. A very competent, disin- 
terested (wrson was employed to make personal 
examinations in the cases. He has conducted 
the same highly to the satisfaction of this office, 
and, it is believed, with justice to all concerned. 
Those examinations show that of the sixty -seven 
cases in which they were made, eleven were en- 
tirely wrong, and the amounts of most -of the 
remainder were much lai^r than the-real decrees 
ofexistingdisabilitiesent^tled the parties to. Tha 
pecuniary result, in all the cases, was, that a 
reduction of the whole amount of the pensions to 
less than one half of the amount the paVties were 
receiving would be necessary to conform them 
to the proper rights of the parties under the law. 
There will be an annual saving to the Treasury 
of over |3,00<J in these cases. It should be borne 
in mind that the cases examined were but a por- 
tion ofthe iov'slid pensions on the rolls of a sin- 
gle State, and but a small proportion of tburhole 
number of pensions of the same class on^ul the 
rolls. The long continuance of Uicse penaioni 
for life renders Uiese abuses of more consequence 
than if they were for shorter periods. 

The importance of some action on this auUect 
will appear the greater when it is considered Uiat 
while all other cfasses of pensions are diminisb- 
inff, this is, and will continue to be, constantly 
increasing. 

2. Revolutimarg Petuiont. — ^These are granted 
by various acts. The new classification recently 
adopted in thp appropriations for their payment, 
however, reduces them into two divisions — those 
to the soldiers, and those to their widows. 

The number of applications for new pensions, 
and forincreases of old, to the soldiere themselves, 
which have been allowed during the year, is sev- 
enty-one, involving arrears to die amount 
(28,672 61, and annual pensions amounting to 

S 4,905 63. The amount paid out at the agencies 
uring the year, for pensions and arrears, was 
181,274 35. The number of pensioners on tha 
rolls on the 30th day of June last was 514, with 
annual pensions to 'the amount of $31,954 34. 

The number of applications which hare been 
allowed to the widows of revolutionary soldiers 
during the year is 548, involving arrears to the 
amount of 9135,614 27, and annual pensions 
amounting to |35,532 02. Theamount paid out 
at the agencies during the year, for pensions and 
arrears, was |509,454 56. The number of pen- 
sioners on the rolls on the 30th day of June |^t 
was 5,167, with annual pensioiis to the amount of 
#415,435 10. 

The whole , amount paid ont at the sgeneies 
during the year, for pensions and arrears on ac- 
count of revolutionary services, win|590,7S8 Bl. 

Though the number of claims or this class 
which have been allowed during the past year is 
less than in former yeara^ yet there has not been 
a corresponding decrease of labor in the office rel- 
ative to such claims. During the longtime most 
of th^ acts granting such pensions have been in 
forc«, the more certain and clearer claims have 
been allowed. Those on which the office has 
been called to act during the year have beea. in a 
great degree such as, on ac&ount of difficulties in 
the proper establishment of them, have not before 
been presented to the office, or have been disal- 
lowed by it. ConsequenUy, much more labor 
and care have been requirea in the examination 
of them, and the number finally allowed bears a 
less proportion to the whole number examined. 

3. Half-pay Ptnsiotu for five yean. — These ara 
'to the widows of soldiers who have died in the 
service, or from wounds received or diseases con- 
tracted therein. 

The number of applications for pensions of this 
class which have been allowed during the year is 
335, involving arrears amounting to |36,718 06, 
and annual pensions to the amount of t^,906. 
Amount paid out at the agencies during tne year, 
for pensions and arrears, was $211,329 It. The 
number of pensioners on the rolls on the 30th day 
of June last was 2,531, with annual pensions 
amounting to 9181,156 93. 

4. Jiraiiif Prmfont.— The numlj^r^^id^^^^ 
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for new penaions, and for increases of old, of tbU 
clasa, which have been allowed during^ the yenr to 
the invalid* ihemeelves, is iwenty-six, involving 
arrears amoanting to $526 71, and annual pen- 
nons to the anwunt of 41,635. The amount paid 
out at Uie agencies during the year, for pensions 
and arrears, was |S3,597 38. The number of 
Navy invalids on the roUs on the 30th day of 
June last was 353fWith annual pensitHis amount-, 
ing to ^,515 85. 

The number of applications which have been 
allowed daring Uie year to the widows and chil- 
dren oTinvalidiof the Navy is twentyione, involv- 
ing arrean amounting to f2,947 91, and annual 
pensions to the omoiint of |3,900, The amount 
]Aiid out at the agencies daring the year, for pen- 
rfons and arrears, was |100,1,C9 93. The num- 
ber of pensionera on the rolls on the 30lh day of 
June last was 483, with aqaoal pension* amouot- 
ingto ^,670. 

^e*e firar daaae* embrace all the penaionv 
allowed by this oAce. Prom the foregoing state- 
iD'-ntR it will appear that the whole number of 
apphrationa for new pensions, and for increases 
of old,^n these classes, which have been allowed 
during the year, is 1,177> involving arrears 
amouDting to |208,307 96, ^d annual pensions 
to the amount of 479,535 65. 

The whole amount paid out at the agencies 
during the year, for pensions and arrears, was 
f 1,360,694 61. The numberof pensioners on all 
the rolls on the 30ih day of June last, was 13,914, 
irith anniial penaioni amounting tD|l,199,884 7S. 

The basineaa of the office in thia brandi has 
been properly attended to during the year, and 
ia now up to date. There are several claims on 
which action has been and still is suspended, by 
your order, awaiting the determination of cer- 
tain I^al question* aubmitted for the considera- 
tionofthe AttomeyGeneral. When thoseques- 
tiona are determined the chums will be disposed 
of without delay. 

The want of some fixed policy and uniform/ 
principles to govern legislation relative to pen- 
sions naa occasioned in the numerous acts passed 
at diffiirent times great complications and many 
inconsiiFtenctea, and conflicts even, in their pro- 
Ttsions, In your last annual report, allusion was 
made to the consequent impossibility of a satis- 
fitctory execution of the existing pension laws, 
and to the inequality and injustice of tlieir oper- 
ation*. These defects can be fully remedied only 
by an entire revision of the system. But there 
ate some which can easily be remedied. I refer 

Eirticularly to the distinctions made by existing 
WB in Army and Navy pensions. 
Is Army pensions the amount allowed to in- 
valids of tne lowest rank in the service is eight 
dollars per month; while in Navy pensions the 
amount allowed to those of the lowest rank is 
only three doUata and fifty cents, and to seamen 
only six dollar* per month. If the amount of 
the pension has reference to the necesaitie* of 
the parties, those of the invalids of the Navy are 
as great as those of the invalids of the Army, 
aniTtheir support is as expensive. No reason 
utpears for ttiis difference m their rates of pen- 
sion. Besides, the pittance allowed to the lower- 
rank in the Navy is . entirely inadequate for any 
sqbstantial relief. 

More numerous distinctions between the two 
services appear in the provisions of existing lawa 
relative to pensions to the' widows of . those 
^ing from cause* originating in the service. In 
the case of those in the regular service in the 
Amy, it ia necessary, in order to entitle the 
widow to a pension, that the cause of the,death 
of her husband should have originated in* some 
war; whereas in the Navy it ia sufficient if the 
cause of death originated while in the service; 
whether in war or not is immaterial. On tl^e 
other hand, in the case of those in the Navy, it 
is necessary', in order to entitle the widow to a 
pension, that the death of the husband occur 
while he ia in the service; whereas in the Army 
itia suflteientif the death be from the prescribed 
cause in the service, though such death may occur 
after he has lefX ue service. Again: the pen- 
sions to the widows^ of those in the Navy, are 
grunted for lif^, arovided they continue widows, 
out are absolutely terminatea by a second mar- 
riage; while the pension* to the widows of those 



in the Arrmy are for five years only, and are 
merely suspended by asecond marriage, reviving 
after it has ceased. 

I allude to these distinctions by existing laws 
between the two services, aa requiring correction, 
with more confidence, because at the last session 
of Congress the legislation necessary to correct 
most of them was favorably considered andree- 
ODuaended by the Committee on Fansiona in the 
SeniUe, though no final actton was had thereon. 

n. — ^BOTOTT LAITD. 

In this branch the operations embraced in this 
report are those during the year endifig Septem- 
ber 30, 1856. 

1. RMnty l<md wader the vmioui acU prior to the 
act uTMorA 3, 1855.— The most important of 
these acts have in a grca^ degree been practically 
superseded by the much more comprehensive act 
last named. 

Under the acta prior to that of I^bruary, 1847, 
there have been issued during the year eight 
warrants on account of revolutionary services, 
for* in all, 1,10Q acres, and twenty-four wamiots 
on account of services in the war of I8I3, for, in 
all, 33*0 acres — making thirty-two warrants for 
4,940 acres. 

Under the act of February 11, 1847, have been 
issued during the year 317 warrants, for, in ail, 
43,800 acres. 

Under the acts of September, ISSO, and March, 
le^KI, have been issuea during the year 371 war- 
rants, for, in all, 24,530 acres. ■ 

All the foregoing amount to 6S0 waitantB, for 
7S,360 acres, under all these acts. 

S. BoiHi^ bad wider tAe (Ml tr-Kbnft 3, 1855.— 
The business under this act has embraced by far 
the most important operations of the office dur- 
ing the past year, exceeding all others in extent 
and in interest to the piUiIic. 

At the commencement of the year, S16,£!00 
claims had been nresented tmder the act. Of 
these, about'one half had been registered, less 
than 50,000 examined, and only 3437'^ warranu 
issued. Since that time 41,900 adiUlional claims 
have been presented, making the whole number 
under the aa, up to September 30th last, 258, 100. 
The proper acknowledgment and registration of 
all these claims i* complete up to date. During 
the year nearly 170,000 different claims have been 
examined, and 13B,574 have been allowed, and 
wamnts issued thereon, as follows: 

38,055 Ibr IW aeiesaack,BisllBK S,e«,«» sens. 
WJSaa « UB " « 7,966,560 " 

9ijM •< ijaisn « 

aw 60 « n U,800 << 

aM " 40 « . i4,aw " 

9 « 100 » " 900 <• 

S « 10 <• a 50 " 



138,574 WBRsaia Ax 16,804,570 



Of the great amount of clerieal labor involved 
in the dioerent divisions of work in preparing 
these claims for examination, mention was made 
in my last report. But the care and labor re- 
quired in the mere examination of the very large 
number of claims before stated aa having been 
examined during the year, after all the papers 
have been prepared, the records examined, and 
the evidence ol service obtained froip the rolls in 
other offices, will appear the greater when it is 
considered how frequently repeated examinations 
of the same claim become necessary before it i« 
allowed. Defects in the various points of proof 
to properly establish a elaim for allowance are 
constantly found; and, in such cases, the oarties 
are notified, new evidence ia fbrniahed, ana rei£x- 
aminatioue are made. Thus, although the whole 
namber of claims allowed during the past year 
was 138,574, and though only about 170,000 dif- 
ferent claims were examined, yet the number of 
examinations and reexaminations which were 
made of those claims during the year was 359,612. 

A more serious source of labor and difficulty 
has been the very great correspondence for which 
the act has given occasion. With the greatest 
particularity m inquiries relative to such claims, 
the system of registration and record in the office 
requires much core and time for the examinations 
necessary to give the information desired jibout 
particular claims. The vague and indefinite 
nature of many inquiries has much increased 
the difllculiy, and, id some instances, rendered 



replies impossible. In addition to the time cuid 
labor required in the necessary examinations of 
the recoid* and files to answer these inquiries, 
there has been the serious interruption to other 
labors by the use of the registers and papers 
required in them. The extreme extent tff this 
corftspondeoce will appear from the fact that the 
number of letters received during the post year, 
exclusive of applications, was 107^600, and of let- 
ters sent from the office during the same time, 
370,387. By far the greater part of those have 
been with reference to claims under this act. 

Another source of embarrassment during the 
y^ has been the change of the law relative to 
evidence in support of such claims, by the amend- 
atory act of May 14, 1856. At the lime of ths 
passage of that act, more than one half of the 
claims in the office had been exanuned,^and many 
thousands rejected ; but by that act the past 
labor on the greater part of those rejected claims 
wa* rendered useless, and a rebcamination of 
themnnderthenewactbecameneeessary. Hence 
much of the past work of the office in tha exam- 
ination of those claims was to be done over again. 

The state of the business under the act at the 
dose of the year will be seen from the Allowing 
exhibit: 

Wbol« number orclaiina presented !B8,100 

Of wHicti tbsre have been stlowod aad wamnts 
inued, iBcludini Itoe 34,337 iMstd priar » Uw 

eommenoMBentoftbe past year I'^Ul 

H«amliii< andFqtectsd,or»aspeDdea 4:^7-K 

-——91^851 

Leasfsf MhsessBriDsi 41,440 

Of this number thus remaining fbr examina- 
tion, 33,452 were awaiting reports of service 
from the rolls in other offices here. Such reports 
are indispensably necessary before any examina- 
tion of tne claims for allowance can be made by 
this office. Of these 33,453 cltums, 18,695 were 
then in the other offices in which the rolls of dif- 
ferent aervicea are kept, referred to them by ihi* 
office for examination of the rolls and reports 
of service* tbereOrom, and the remaining 13,757 
were id thi* office ready to be referred to those 
office* fbr a similar purpose a* soon as tboss 
already there bad been attended to. The want 
of sufficient force in those offices to attend to 
these examinations and reports, has, during tha 
past year, neceasarily delayed, and still delays, 
action by this office on the claims requiring them. 
Deducting the claims thus awaiting reports from 
other offices, left only 8,997 claims remaining at 
the close of the year on which examinations hod 
not been had by this office — a number not suffi- 
cient for the employment of the clerk* engaged 
OB such examination* for a mitntti. Most of 
these elaim* have since been examined, and , with 
the exception of tha few remainiog, aod those 
awaiting reports of service from other offices, as 
before mentioned, the business in the office under 
this act is now up to date. The present force in 
the office does now, and will probably continue 
to, attend to all reiixaminations of claims now in 
the suspended files as rapidly as the neceraary 
additional evidence in relation to them is pre- 
sented, and to the examinations of other claims 
as soon as the necessary reports of service from 
the rolls are recesved from other offices. So far, 
then, as the business in this branch also is within 
the control of this office, it will now be readily 
disposed ot Thia advance of the work will, I 
think, appear satisfactory, when regard is had to 
the amount accompliahea during the past year, 
and especially when it ia considered Itiat of the 
three years computed to be required for the exe- 
cution of the act, only one half has now ehpsed. 

From the foregoing stateraenu, it will be aeen 
that the whole number of warrants for bounty 
land issued under all the acU during the past 
year is 139,194 for, in all, 16,896,830 acres. 

The numberof warrants which have been issued 
under the act of March 3, 1855, since its passage 
up to September 30th bst, ia as follows: 
43,7M for 1«0 sciM escb, makinc 7,009 J4i) i 
W,145 " lao " " lo^Soo 
" W (( M 3,544^60 
317 « 60 " " 10,030 
386 " 40 «* « 14,040 
3" loa " " . 900 
5 f( 10 « u 30 

17BJ11 TOiiaii|ft*t1tt>»»j. wap,Ma,sio 
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And the whole numbei of for which 

wuTtintfl have beeo iiauei> under all the acta, 
including that of March 3, nnce their pta- 
■we up to the eame dBte* w&b 54JBS6,34S. 

These •latementa of the ofwrations of th is office 
ID the two branches of pensioiui and bounty land 
■how the practical results of its bustnesa since 
the last annual report. From them it will be seen 
that the pecuniary result is the allowance of 
immediate claims for arrears of pension to the 
mmovnt of 4^08^ 96, and for 16,896330 acres 
of bounty land, amounting at |1 25 per acre 
to 131,037 SO— making a total amount of 
131,329^45 46. In addition to this has been the 
allowance ofpenaioDs for the fiitare to the yearly 
amount of |79^ 65. 

Notwithstanding the vigilance by which frauds 
upon this office have heretofore been detected, 
and the success with which prosecutions for the 
punishment of the perpetrators of them have been 
conducted, they have not been discontinued. On 
the contrary, during the past year, the ezecuiion 
of the bounty-land act of March 3, 1855, partic- 
ularly,haii disclosed an extent of attempted frauds 
even beyond expectation. The full extent of 
bounty tand granted by the act has held out 
greater inducements for fronds, while, at the ■ome 
time, the very short term of oerriee required by 
the act to entitle parties to the benefit of its pro- 
visions has afforded greater facilities for tnetr 
successful accomplishment. The extent of the 
fraudulent claims presented has greatly increased 
the difficulties of the office in the execution of the 
act, by the greater care and caution required to 
guard against Oiem, and has also operated to the 
prejudice of honest claimants by the more strin- 
eent rules and requirements which consequently 
nave been found necessary, and oppUed to all 
claims firom sources about which the offiee had 
no reliable information. It has been impractica- 
ble, with the means at the conmuutd of toe office, 
to institute prosecutions for all the very numer- 
ous offenses which have been detected in isolated 
cases during th« year. They bare bean instituted 
only in cases of repeated vtolationa of law, and 
of ayatematic frauds. During the post year seven 
trials have been had, which resulted jn two ac- 
quittals and five convicttona. During the aame 
tune nine new arresta have been made in casea of 
undoubted guilt, and prosecutions are now pend* 
ing. Other investintions are now in progress 
with reference to stul farther prosecutions. In 
the most important cases, and m moat inatances, 
the fraudulent daima have fortunately been de- 
tected before allowance. The magnitude of the 
fnods attempted nj>on this office wul appetir from 
the Act, that within the post year, in one case, 
claims for pensions amounting to over 130,000, 
and for nearly 5,000 acres of bounty land, and in 
another case claims for nearly 10,000 acres of 
bounty land, have been presented for allowance 
by the same party, and oil of them were founded 
Qpon and oupporled by gross corruption. 

In closing this report, allow me to commend 
the general attention and diligence of those em- 
ployed in the office during the year. To their 
efforts and efficiency the success of its operations 
is mainly to be attributed. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient ser- 

J. MINOT, OmmMMtr. 
The Hon. Robbkt McClbllard, 

TBB nBBIDEMT'B WBBM—. 

SPEECH OF HON. JOHN SHERMAN, 

- OF OHIO, 
IV THE HoUtB or RlPKBIBNTannSy 

Deeemfter 8, 1856, 
TIN House baviflf sader eoniiderulDti the question of 
nferrlng the pTesideiR>a He«s|e to iba Commitiee of tlie 
Wbole on ilw state of lbs lMoii,aB< tbe ffkdisi of ten 
thosMsd copies Itwreof— 

Mr. SHERMAN said: 

Mr. SFBAKsa: I hod hoped that the slavery 

JiieBiion would not have been thnwt upon os 
arioethis session. The party ^jth which I 
have ute honor to act was willii). , _ devote the 
■hott tOBB antii (te oloM of tkM C(J^4«Mi (0 «tlNr 



pressing subjects which demand our legislative 
care; but the President and his supportem here 
are not content with this course. ITpon Uie first 
day of the session we were colled upon to pass 
upon the right of Mr. Whitfield to a seat here as 
Delegate from the Territory of EUnaas. This 
depends entirely upon the validity of the enacts 
ments of what is known as the Shawnee Mission 
Legislature. The House, at the last session, 
judtcially determined, after a full investigation, 
that these enactments are null and void, by reason 
of Uie illegality of the election of that body. 
When the question is again thrust upon us, the 
House promptly, without unnecessary debate, 
adhered to its previous decision. The Demo- 
cratic party then resorted to the tactics of delay, 
and have already wasted one week of the session. 
Before this question is disposed of, the Presidsnt 
sends us this extraordinary message. He doea 
not content himself with performing his consti- 
tutional duty of giving to Congress information 
of the slate of the Union, and recommending to 
its consideration such measures as he judges 
necessary and expedient, but devotes one half 
of his message to an arraignment of a great and 
growing party which the errors of his adminis- 
bntionbave called into being. This course is 
unusual, and, I believe, is unprecedented; and if 
followed by his successors, will convert a docu- 
ment heretofore looked for by all our people as 
an impartial State paper, into a mere partisan 
manifesto. 

Not only does the President embody in his mes- 
sage a stump speech in defense of his policy, bnt 
he misrepresents the principles and purposes of 
his political opponents. The ghost of nis defeated 
hopes haunts nim at every step, and he seeks to 
allay the phantom by ceaseless clamor. While 
vritiDg a doeament for history his excited mind 
will Dot allow him to forget the appeals of the 
hour. It is true that some indulgence should be 
extended to him in view of hia position. He came 
into power on a bigh wave of popular favor. 
The B:ood wishes of ul men accompanied him to 
the White House; and his promises in his fir^t 
message quieted even the enmity of bis oppo- 
nents, ^ey were as cheering as bis hope was 
buoyant. He is about to retire, deserted by his 
own party, by his own Stale, and, I believe, by 
his own town. If, under these circumstances, 
his message had not shown oome of the bittemeas 
of disi^jpoiated ambiti<Hi, itwwild not have been 
human-, but few were prepared for such an exhi- 
bition of harmless resentment. 

It ia ottly to ao much of the message as relates 
to the lalavery question Utat I wish now to coll 
the attention of the House. The conduct of our 
foreign affairs has been chiefly intrusted to the 
able SeOTetary of State, and hia direction evinces 
great sagacity and ability. The routine of the 
Department nas been well enough; for the un- 
bounded Drosperity,andeneKy, and industry of 
our peopu have made the oiduwry functions of 
the Government easy. But the gangrene which 
troubles the President was not occasioned by 
these, but hu the repttl tf the JtftiMwri em^romiie. 
This was ue gna.l error of the Administration 
— the rock upon which it has split. This ia the 
cause of ^e troubles in Kaosas, and the intense 
excitement of the country. It is to exj^n, to 
extenuate, to mystify the consequences of this 
error that the President repeats the stereotyped 
arguments of the recent campaign. Sir, the very 
exisionee of the Republican party, which the 
Preaideat so nroeli deptorea, ia one of the ^bcU 
of tiiis measure. If it forebodes oil the evus he 
predicts, remember that&e rubbed the magic lamp 
which called it into beitw. The people of the 
northern States believe that the tendency and 
design of this measure was to extend the aec- 
ttonol institution of slavery into flree territory. 
Against this they protested. To make their 
protest efiectual they formed themselves into a 
political o^niEation. Tbatlfaispartyisconfined 
to the North ia so fault of theirs, but rather a 
reproach to the South, by showing that there the 
sectional institution of slavery is stroller than 
parties, compromises, or compacu, wten these 
interfere witn their local interests. While the 
sentiment of opposition to the extension of 
■kvery into the new Territories is universal with 
Iba mw pvty, it* miaibaM wen firon bU Ihedi 



parties, and embraced persons of opposite view* 
upon the subject of slavery. Thus a very few — 
perhaps not twg thousand in the whole country, 
who were genuine Abolitioniata,and believed that 
Congress had the power, and diat it was its duty 
to abolish slavery in the States — sympathised 
with the new party; but, upon the adoption of 
the Republican platform at Philadelphia, the great 
majority of them went bock to their old Iove,and 
supported Gerrit Smith. Of thia cloas not as 
many voted for Fr€mont as there were avowed 
diaunioniats of a single State voting for Buchanan. 

There ia another class of anti-alavery men, of 
much greater numbera,inflBence,and ability, who 
acted with the new psjrty. They are those who 
believe that Congress bos not only the power, but 
that it is its duty, to prohibit slavery tn the Dia- 
trict of Columbia and in the national dock-yards, 
and also the commerce in slaves between the 
several States. Thia class of citizens has been 
honestly, ably, and fearlessly represented on this 
floor by my distinguished colleague, [Mr. Gid- 
oiNos,] and perhajn others. Such are tlieir opin- 
ions now; but they are no more ingrafted upon 
the Republican platform than the recent doctrine 
of Governor Adams, of South Carolina, in favor 
of reopening the slave trade. The President boa 
no more right to ascribe to the Republican party 
the views referred to, than we would have to im- 
pute to the Democratic party, the desire to reopen 
the slave tmde. The great body of the one mil- 
lion three hundred thousand citizens who voted 
for Fr6mont are from the old Whig and Demo- 
cratic parties, and a large moiori^of all acqui- 
esced in the compromise of 1650. Their principle 
and purpose is, Bunply,oppontion to the extension 
of smvery. 

These are simple facts known to every intelli- 

Knt ci^oen, and only necessary to be here stated 
' reason of this siogulor message. In it the 
E^esident arraigns the Republican party upon 
accusations utterly unfounded. It ia very com- 
mon for politicians to misstate the views and 
purpose of their opponenu, and thus bring odium 
upon them. Bat it is not usual for the President 
of the United Staten to resort to such mean*, and 
yet, in this meaaage, he haa thus assailed tht 
Republican party. He ascribes to it views that it 
never entertained, and cha^s it with purposes 
which it lias again and again disavowea. Thus 
he says: 



" Under tbe ihelter oT tbis great Uber^, sad pntectedhy 
the lawB nnd Usages of the Oovemment they asnil. asso- 
clktlons have 1>een fbrmed ta some nf the stales or iadi- 



vidoats who, frtHK4big !■> seek only lo Frevsnt tbe spnsll 
•f theinstitutna of shtveir into tbe presaator fknrets- 
ctiosu 8iateBorilMDDlaa,arc really Autmeii «<U tfstm 
liidumgetUiatmtletnkltMenefaeextMmgBtme^" 

The President here makes a charge, and he 
does it in the form of an innuendo, that the pur- 
pose which the Republican party has avowed is 
a mere pretense — that they are sailing under false 
colors. And this language is sent to this House, 
and we are axpeded to listen to it patiently, and 
Dot open oar moudis in reply; and not only that, 
but to order thirty thousand or forty thousand 
extra copiea to be distributed among the people. 
Not only does he make this imputation, but he 
Charges us with entenainiagsentiments and prin- 
ciples which tbe Republican party does not and 
never has entartained. That the charge may be 
true againat individuals I need not deny. Much 
graver charges may be made against thouaon^ 
who voted for Bucnanan; but of these the Presi- 
dent ia as quiet as a lamb. He saves his unman- 
nerly impatotions fbr hia political enemies. The 
great mass of the Republican party never held to 
any sentiment that affects or impairs the consti- 
tutional rights of the South. It is made up in a 
great measure of the conservative elements of the 
northern States— men of property, man of ednco- 
tion, the formers, mechamcs, and laborers— every 
employmentand trade has contributed to its num- 
bers. Those who sanctioned the compromises of 
1850,and plighted theirfaith to,and have observed 
them enure, heartily act with the Republican 
party, side by side with those who condemn those 
measures. Such are the men who compose that 
great and growing party of Ae northern States 
which, in its first contest, swept eleven of them for 
John C. Fremont, by mojorities un^rolleled in 
the political history of the country. These ore the 
«BUt— tUs it du portf irtii^l^ FnudantJif tbp 
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0nfled Stftles Biraigns a» pretending to preTent 
ths sKteniioii of tlavery, but really actuated by 
an inflamed desire to interfan with elarery in the 
•oathern States. - 

Sir, I say that this charge w unfounded. The 
people of Ohio — the State which I have the honor, 
in part, to repreeent on thia floor— do not wish or 
design to interfere with alaTerr in any aouthem 
Slate. We do not wiah or deeign to interfere 
with the relations exietine between the white and 
black racea in the alare StatCB. I have observed 
that the relations eziating between these classes 
in the South are often more kindly in their char- 
■aler than tfaoae existing between tn e same classes 
in the northern States. But while this is true, the 
history of civilized nations in the past, the expe- 
rience of the present age, the theory of our GtoT- 
ernment, and the natural teachings of the human 
heart, condemn the institotioD of master and 
as being injurious to the master, and a crime 
against the slave. Batwhile such are our con-. 
Tictions of the moral aspect of slavery, we recog- 
nize the exclusive right of every State to regulate 
this matter for itself; and we do not, and never 
didi claim the power to interfere. 

Chir claim is this, that in violation of the pledge 
of the President mode at the outset of his Admin- 
istration, and in violation of the pledges and plat- 
forms of the two great parties of the country four 
Tears ago, the party acting with the President and 
bis advisers repealed the MisMouri compromise, 
fbr the parpose of extending slavery into a Ter- 
ritorr where it was prohibited, and thus perpe- 
trated what our sense of justice and honor tells 
US was an inflimous wrong. That is all. That 
is the long and short of it-, and it is the only cause 
which baa called the Republican party into being. 

A|^n, the President varies hiaaceuaiUion. He 
Mys: 

" Tbsj MSk aa oUeet irMch tbej well know to be a 
reviAitioimir one. Tbsv ue mtAcUv awaro ihst Ue 

<* t& «IaMhoUfM Blaif, which ihey «nmld pnMnote, u 
beyond (heir Iswnil aathorltjr ; tbat lo them ia a, foreign 
alijeet ; that It caanot be eflMied by any Ksoenit Iruun- 
MBlsU^ of theirs t that Ibr tbem, and the Sum of which 
ttey an cittaHii, u>e only path to Ita aecontplkhiseDt ta 
ihw s i h (ynriaic ettim md ravafi*d fiM*, aaa $laugktved 
fomiatidtu, sDd all tbece U roost lerrlUe In fbreifo ctmo- 
plfeued fvilb civil and itruUe imr." 

• In this paragraph the President repeats, and 
does not cnarge directly, but by innuendo, that 
the Republican party proposes to change the rel- 
ative condition of the white and black races in 
the slaveholding States. By whatauthoritydoea 
he make tha allegation i Does he find it in the - 
^tform of the Republican party ? Does he find 
it in any lesolutions^ passedf by anv public meet- 
ing held by that party in any of the northern 
States? Why does be make allegations against 
that parly which they have again and again 
denied, and which there is not the slighest evi- 
dence to prove? Why does he again adopt the 
offenaive.form of an innuendo? He says, "They 
[the Republican party] seek an object which they 
well know to be unconstitutional." What oo- 
jflct? Why not state it monfuUy, boldly, as a 
Frcaident should ? If we have among us mora 
than a million of ineipieat traitors, why not say 
•0? And yet he does it in this covert way: 
'VThev are perfectly aware that the ehan^ m 
we relative condition of the white and black 
races in the slaveholdine States, wAwk l&evwouU 
fnmeU, is beyond their lawful authoritr. Sir, 
Irb seek to promote no such niange. If we did 
ve would tell you so. We have no doubt — and 
IB this the voice of the civilized world will con- 
cur — ^that it is the interest of the white men in 
those States to promote sn^h a change; but we 
have not the power, and do not intend to do it. 
Yet upon this groondlen imputation the Prea- 
•ident goes off at a tangent into a fkncj sketch of 
" burning cities," " ravaged firfds,"and" slaugh- 
tered populations. " I can imagine the ^m smile 
which marked the countenance of the Secretary 
of State when he first heard that passage. I can 
imagine the scene that must hhve occurred' in the 
Cabinet when this passage came before them for 
review. I can almost picture the President when 
he wrote — with '* fine frenzy rolling" — *' burning 
citiee; ravaged fields, and slaughtered popula- 
ti9nB," the work of the Republicans ! How vivid 
the imagination of the President I It is a pity to 
deny the immendo, ftv it ii like laki»g the gnott 
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from the play of Hamlet. Sir, your Yankee 
newspapers sometimes attribute to our western 
orators lofly flights of eloquence baaed upon a 
very slender foundation; but I submit whether 
the specimen here furnished by a famed son or 
the old Granite State does nbt beat the Hooaiers? 
The party he describes is about as much like the 
Republican party as the imaginary giant of the 
crazy knight of La Maneha was uke the wind* 
mills he encountered; and I think the Piesident's 
sontest will result like the knight's. 

If the President, instead of the language I have 
quoted, had said: " The last Congress, in viola- 
tion of good faith, and with the evil design of 
carrying slavery into free territory, repealed the 
restriction which forever prohibited it, and that 
the only path to the accomplishment of that design 
was throu^ burning cities," &e., he could then, 
sir, with the eloquence of truth, have narrated 
scenes which disgrace hnmanity. **Barning, 
cities ! " Why, sir, I know of none except Law- 
rence and Ossawatomie. I know of no ravaged 
fields and slauehtered population, except on the 
plains of Kanws, where scenes were enacted by 
the sanction of the Executive power which the 
Democratic party have all over the country been 
trying to apologize for. Theae, I say, are the 
only Durning cities, ravaged fields, and slaugh- 
tered population of which I am aware; and these 
have been allowed, yea produced, by the Presi- 
denthimaelf. Notonly doesthePKMdeDteharge 
us with principles which ve never have advo- 
cated, but he ascribes to the -Republican party 
the very results which his own |>oliey has pro- 
duced: 

" Well knowing that nieb, uid luch onip, m the mesna 
Mtd the cODMquencea of their jplani sncf purpom, dicy 
endesvor to prepar* tie ftoplt of llu UniUi Stale* for ciM 
war by doioK weiyihins in their power lo dmipt ike Con- 
ttUutiati andtkt lamt of moral aulkarUy, ua to undermint 
Uie foMe of tha Unton hy appeal* to pomon taid teettanal 
pr^¥ikt, by indoctrinstiBKll' people with reciprocal hatred, 
and by educating tbem to >tand fhce to ftce enemies 
t*Omi tban abooUer to sboaUer ss friend*." 

Who has endeavored to prepare the people of 
the United States for civil war? Who but the 
President of the Unilet^ States, hy teaching them 
how utterly futile it was and is now to appeal to 
the law for redress where the law is administered 
by a weak Bxecotive and by such judges as Le- 
compte? How could the President provoke such 
an inquiry, when murder, arson, robbery, and 
other crimes have run riot in that Territory, and 
until recently no pro-slavery man has been ulled 
toacooont? Who murdered Dow and Brown and 
Barbour— who sacked Lawrence and Ossawato- 
mie — who drove the quiet shop-keepera ^d arti- 
sans of Leavenworth from their homes and prop- 
erty-— who invented the crime of constructive 
treason — who deprived the people of the Territory 
of the elective ft«nchise — who murdered Buffum, 
and allowed his murderer to go at laive on bail — 
did the Republicans do these or kindred enormi- 
ties i None, none of them; and yet they seek to 
deprive Uie **laws of moral authority!" The 
friends of the President did all these and much 
more, and yet thejf are ** law and order" citizens 
and gentlemen — some of tbem most upright 
judges. Until recently they have been as tree 
nrom fear or danger of punishment as you, sir, 
are ft-om being hanged for the murder of Charles I . 
The President even does not impute to them the 
di^ige of "depriving the laws of their moral 
authority." Sir, the mode in which justice has 
been administered in that Territory has fearflilly 
aggravated the disorder naturally produced by 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise. Who. 
is responsible for this ? Who but the President ? 
The judges hold office at his will, and bis power 
of removal could at once cure the evil. And yet 
witli diis power unemployed the offenderarraigns 
us for his oSepse, of depriving the laws of moral 
authority I 

But, sir, let us again look at the charge made. 
What law do we seek to deprive of moral author- 
ity ? The I^ident does not specify. Can any 
one name the law? I know of none to which he 
can refer, unless it is the enactments of the Shaw- 
nee Mission Legislature. But these enactments 
this House hold to be null and void; and shall 
(jie President say to us that these are laws which 
we have decided are not law* I The eireamstaneea 
eoniMi^ with the deetiott of Um body which 
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passed these enactments are now well known to 
the country. Their character is also well knuwn. 
They have been denounced as oppressive and 
disgraceful by the political friends of those who 
made them, and I am, for one, disposed to plead 
guilty of seeking to deprive these **la«cs" of all 
moral or legal authority. If the Piendent means 
any other laws, let him specify them. 

Again: he says we seek "to undermine the 
fabric of Uie Union by appeals to pasaion and 
sectional prejudice." I should like to know 
where and when the Republican party has aougbl 
to do this? Never.sir, until this Administration 
itself gave the ground and cause for it by tam- 
pering with a compromise made yean ago, and 
submitted to by all for over a quarter of a cen- 
tury. There never was an appeal to the paasioiia 
and prejudices of the Amencan peo[de ao potent 
and so offensive in its terms aa this very message 
of the president of the United States. He here 
arraigns the great minority of the people of the 
northern States, of his own native State, and of 
his own town, as either knaves or fools — aa either 
punioiely seeking to tear down the Oovernreent 
under which we live, or with doing it indi- 
rectly, by sapping the principles upon which it is 
founded. 

However much such a charge as this may 
gratify a morbid sentiment of ultra men in one 
section or the other, I ask you if it does not 
appeal to passion and sectional prejudice? That 
language has been used, and events have trans- 
pired to excite both, none can deny, and none 
can regret more than I. Invidious eompariaons 
between the wealth, productions, and historical 
achievements of sister States; violent language in 
newspapers; the absence of courtesy in debate; 
private animosities, and restraint of social inter- 
course, growing out of political differences, are 
always to be regretted. That these exist, none 
can denv. But who and what has' produced 
them ? What has so aroused and surehaiged the 
body-politic, that slight friction produces the 
angry spark ? All these spring from the sense of 
wrong. This was produced by the President and 
his party, and by his mal-administralion in Kan- 
sas. He was reckless and bold in producing the 
storm; and when it came upon him, and actual 
strife and discord were the result, he was weak, 
inefficient, timid, and partial. 

Again, we are charged with " indoctrinating 
the people with reciprocal hatred, and educating 
them to stand face to face as enemies, rather than 
shoulder to shoulder ss friends." When did this 
process commence? Surely, not when the Pres- 
ident commenced his term. Then all was peace 
and harmony. He tells us so in his firat mes- 
sage. The nrat lesson in this process of alien- 
ation was when Mr. Dodol&s made his famous 
report. Every act of the President since that 
time has been a new lesson. The Republican 
party is a party of defence. It only seeks to 
place mattere precisely where the President found 
them. The President is at the head and fountain 
of the stream. Whatever evils flow from it are 
to be ascribed to him; and I have no doubt that 
in his imputations against us. he deserU»ed hia 
own crime and ita evil effects. 
. We are here told that the people of the United 
States have decided that the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise was right. Here again I take 
issue with the President. If this question had 
been submitted to them, it could not have received 
three hundred thousand votes in its favor in tha 
northerp States. It was only by evading this 
very question by the nomination of James Buch- 
anan, that the DemocntiepartyaToided an over- 
whelming defeat. 

Mr. CADWALADER. I would ask the fen- 
tleman ftom Ohio, how be can reconcile that 
proposition with the fact, that Uie President elect 
ratified and approved of the bill repealing- the 
Missouri compromise by a public declaration 
before his election ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. True, the President elect 
subsequently ratified the jnincipU of the bill, bat 
it was Well underatood that ne was originally 
opposed to it; and his ratification of the principle 
of the bill was only made after his friends in dif- 
ferent sections construed the princi^ to suit 
tbeir respective latitu^, and plae^ upon it cor»- 
■traotiofw entirely ^^^'^ proro 
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that even the Democratic party, in many aorthern 
States, while supporting Buchanan, condemned 
the repeal. Thus, in aome caeea, they put in 
nomination men who voted a^inst the Nebraska 
bilhand auchwu the case in the district in which 
Mr. Buchanan resides. The train of their argu- 
ment was, that the Democratic party, by throw- 
ing overboard Pierce and DouE:ras in the Cincin- 
nati Convention, put their wnl of diaapprobtUion 
upon the expediency of this measure. By faring 
iiig forward Mr. Buchanan, a new man, and who 
had bcGQ absent when the bUl passed, they evaded 
the iasue, interposing Sam Weller's favorite 
plea, '* an alibi; and then all over the country 
the Democratic party put upon their fla^^, trans- 
parencies, and oanners, " Buchanan, Breckin- 
ridge, and free Kansas." Not only that, but 
they charged that we Republican members bad 
violated our promises by voting for a law to 
extend slavery into Kansas by voting for Dethv 'i 
bill; and that if our competitors were elected, 
they would see that Kaniaa was made a free 
Slate; and that the election of Buchanan would 
do more to make it a free State than anything 
else. Such was t^e line of their ar|^ment; and 
yet we are gravely told, that when a portion of a 
confiding people believed these charges, and relied 
upon these promises, and gave their votes for 
Mr. Bnchanan, Uiey thereby approved the ad- 
ministration of Franklin Pierce. " Lay not that 
flattering unction to thy soul." The conduct 
of the campaign in the northern States clearly 
proves that even the Democratic party was com- 
pelled, to bow down to the stern resolve of our 
people, that slavery shall derive no advantage 
from the error of the repeal. I tell gentlemen 
they are mistaken if they sappoae the people of 
the North — of Ohio, PennsylVaiiia, Indiana, and 
Illinois — will ogre^ to the extension of slavery 
into Kansas. They expect that Territory to 
come into the Union as a free State, under all 
circumstances. I am sure that even those who 
are opposed to me in politici, and coming from 
the free States, will admit such to be the expect- 
ation of their people. They were ledto believe 
it will be a free State, and voted under that im- 
pression. Hod not such been the case, Buch- 
anan and Breckinridge nevA- would have received 
any of their electoral votes. 

The President has not pnly misrepresented the 
issue before the people — not only misrepresented 
the policy and tne measures of the Republican 
parly, but he now seeks to throw upon it the 
consequences of the reopening of the slavery agi- 
tation by the repeal of tne Missouri compromise. 
That all the evils which have distracted our coun- 
try for the lost two jears have grown out of that 
repeal,, every candid man must admit. If this 
measure had not been agitated, the Abolition 
pony, as it is called, or the party seeking to in- 
terfere with slavery in the southern States, could 
have had no political power. The contest would 
have been between the Whig and the Demoetitie 
party upon BDch questions of domestic policy as 
would have arisen in the ordinary administnition 
cf the Government. All from the southern States 
must know that, had it not been for the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise, this slavery agitation 
would not have come up for years. It was set- 
tled in every portion of the Union. 

Mr. aUrTMAN. I denv the assertion, that 
we admit that the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise was the cause of the agitation. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. Idid notsay thatallsonth- 
ern men admit it. I said that their imparticd 
judgments must lead them to that conclusion. 

This qupsiion of slavery woe settled in every 
Sldte and Territory of this Union. There was 
not a foot of soil in the broad compass of oar 
country — not a spot of ground over which the 
national flag was unfurled, where it was not set- 
lied. In sixteen free States slavery was prohib- 
ited by their constitutions. In fifteen slave States 
slavery was allowed by local law, and we did 
not propose to interfere with it. In Oregon and 
Washington it was prohibited hj an act which 
received the signature of President Polk. In 
Utah and New Mexico it wu prohibited by local 
law. In the Territory of Missouri it was pro- 
hibited by the Missouri restriction. 

Thus It was settled in every Slate and Terri- 
tory of the Union. I have here the first DMSBSg* 
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which the President delivered^to Congress, and I 
find in it this paragraph: 

" That this rapoK u to mffir no ■hock dnrinf qy official 
term, if I bave power to avert It, tboM who placed me beie 
msy ba sMured-" 

All that the northern people desired of the 
Fre^dent was a full and entire compliance with 
that paragraph. Ther do not desire to stir up 
the waters of strife. They had been taught by 
their neatest statesmen— by Mr. Clay and by 
Mr. Webster — that in every State and in every 
Territory of this broad Conuderacy this question 
was forever put to rest. When the promise I 
have read was made, the Democratic party was in 
the ascendant, and carried every State in this 
Union except Vermont; for I believe that in Mas- 
sachusetts they had a Democratic Governor at 
one time. And, sir, if that party had fulfilled 
their pledges, all the old issues would have jmssed 
away. All that would have been necessary for 
the President would have been to observe stnetly 
and truly the language of his first official mes- 
sage; but it was not done, and he has reaped the 
results. His policy swept away the Democratic 
party in neariy all of the northern States. Tlie 
few members of that party returned to this Con- 
gress are but monuments to mark how strong 
and deep was the feeling against the repeal. 
The party has not yet recovered from the blow. 
Those who leA it had a strong attachment for 
their party. They would have been satisfied with 
almost any ordinary excuse. The power of the 
Democratic party was in the North. It has 
strength there no longer. The Republican party 
carried eleven of the northern States. The re- 
maining three or four were carried by small 
mojoriues by the DemocraUc party, only by 
evodinK the issues made by the President. 

I eoU the attention of the House to m striking 
evidence of the partiality of the President. He 
seeks to impute the evils in Kansas to " propa- 
gandist colonizatioh" from the northern States. 
Who commenced that colonization ? Had the 
South nothing to do with 'it? On the 10th of 
June, 1854, eleven davs afler the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill became a law, persons confessedly 
citizens of Missouri went into the Territory, and 
passed what are called the squatter resolutions. 
All understand what they are. They denied all 

Eroteetion to any man tbey chose to call an Abo- 
tionist. We sll know that the men designated 
by that opprobrious phrase in western Missouri 
are not such as my colleague, [Mr. QtDDmos.j 
They called all men Abolitionists who are against 
the further extension of slavery. Men with such 
sentiments were excluded from theTerritory,and 
denied all protection. The propagandist scheme 
thus commenced was eonttnaea by repeated scu 
of enormity. 

We know that diousonds of Miasourians voted 
at the first election in the Territory. It is clearly 
proved that the number of MissonriMis in the 
Territory at the second election numbered over 
four thousand. We know ^at there was an 
or^nized invasion from Missouri, under distin- 
guished leaders, to bum and destroy houses and 
property in Kansas. These were southern prop- 
agandists — proponndiata for the purpose of sla- 
very extension. Do you not su^ose that such 
outrages excited the people of the North Was it 
imagined that they were not capable of defending 
their rights and the rights of their fellow-citizens? 
They saw slavery thus threatened to be forc^ 
upon Kansas; they saw brothers, fkthers, sons, 
their relatives and fbrmer neighbors, stain with- 
out just cause, and they were filled with indigna- 
tion. What did the President all this while? 
Event followed event, and he did not interpose 
to prevent a recurrence of the outrages. He did 
not interfere until the setUera from the North 
rose in arms to defend their friends from violent 
and bloody assault. How, then, can the F^si- 
'dent talk of emigrant aid societies and propa- 
gandist schemes? He did not interpose until the 
settlers from the North were combined for their 
own defense. Then he interposed to protect his 
allies; and I thank him for that interposition. 
Had he not done ao, I believe there would have 
been a civil war. But this interference should 
liave been sooner. Hia duty was to see that the 
laws were fairly executed. He did not execute 
that daty promptly; and it do«i not lie in hia 
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mouth to accuse the Republican party of having 
created thia agitation, and caused the burning of 
cities, and fhe desecration of homes. The accu- 
sation, even if true, should not have coma front 
his lips. 

~ The President is about to retire to the shades 
of private life. He came into power in full favor. 
AU are ghid now that he is to retire from it. t 
am sure that I am. As to the ineomiiw Adminis- 
tration, I am witling to give it a fhir trial. I shall 
not prejudge it. The people of my State were 
promised "Buchanan, Breckinridge, and free Kim- 
sos. ' ' Mr. Breckinridge told his partisans in Indi- 
ana that he did not belong to oparty w hich sought 
the extension of slavery. They believed him* 
and aided in forcing on us Buchanan and Breck- 
inridge. Now, let the other part of the pledge 
be fulfilled. Let Kansas be admitted as a free 
State. Let that much be done to repair the great 
ii\)ury caused by the repeafof the Missouri com- 
promise. But if this pledge is not redeemed, if 
the war between rival institutions be allowed to 
go on there as it has done, if Kansas is {Emitted 
as a slave State, who can tell where this agitation 
will end ? If, br force and fraud, a Territory 
whiek had long been consecrated to freedom be 
converted into a slave Slate, those in the North 
who have been instrumentid in it will bo over^ 
whelmed by the indignation of an outraged peo- 
ple. 

The President having committed his last great 
political blunder, now, like a criminal — I use the 
term in no offensive sense— has availed himself 
of the privilege given by the policy of our laws to 
-all persons in a Uke situation, to show cause why 
the. judgment of those who intrusted him witn 

Sower ahould be tempered with mercy. If he 
ad exercised this rignt without impogniog the 
motives of others, I should have respected hie 
compulsory retirement and remained silent. But 
as he deemed it his privilege to do4>therwLse, my 
duty to those who sent me here would not allow 
me to say less than I have done. Against the 
President as a citizen and a gentleman, I know 
no fault. I hope he may live to a hale old ace, 
and have time to reflect that in politics, as welTos 
in morals, honesty is the best policy. • 
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Tha House liaving under conajderstlon the qn^tlon of 
ref«rrlaf the PreBidem'f HeMage to Ibe Commiaee of lbs 
Whole on tbe slate of the Union, sad the printiaf of Isa 
ttaounnd copies thereor— 

Mr. CRAWFORD said: 

Mr. SpxaKEa: It was not my intention to pAr» 
ticipate in this discussion, and I shoald not have 
done so had it been confined to the members of 
the Republican party, who felt themselves called 
upon to reply to those portionsof the President's 
message wherein he OMrfet them "with a de- 
sire to change the domestic insUtntions of exist- 
ing States," and "by a sectional oreanizatioa 
and movement to usuro the control of the Gor- 
ernment of the United States." But, air, when 
the debate assumes a wider range, and not only 
the President but the Democratic partv is assailea 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Mar- 
shall,] I feel justified in offering a reply. 

I approve every word in the message touching 
the subject of our constitutional rights, as wellas 
the opinions set forth in reference to the ultimata 
objects to be aocoroplished by the gentlemen who 
compose the Republican party , andsholl endeavor 
to show to this House and the country that die 
choices are not without foundation. I had hoped 
that ue assaults made upon the President and nis 
policy, would have been coilfined alone to thosis 
who composed the sectional party that supported 
Mr. FrCmont for the Presidency, and are fully 
justified in defending themselves from the charges 
laid at their door. Bnt I was disappointed ia 
this, and have seen, with regret, the doctrines of 
the message controverted, antrthe Deinocraey 
assailed bya(|outhem man, wl)p ought to haM 
been (representing ss he 
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last to make war upon either the one or the other. 
Gentlemen on the opposite side of the House 
■have taken issae viih the President, and deny 
that the principles of the party are sectional, or 
that they seek to disturb slavery in the States; 
and it is to the task of proving these charges to 
be true, that I shall first address myself. I do not 
My that the members of this part^ come up di- 
rectly and boldly attack the domesuc institutions 
(^tbe SoDth; but whilst they do not thus act, they 
an eonstantty making war upon ilin its outposts, 
U in the Territories, m the District of Columbia, 
and by their efibrts to strike down all the guaran- 
leea which are secured to the slaveholder by the 
Constjtntion itself; in all these ways they pro- 
pose to destroy it. The powers of Congress are 
to be invoked , and legislation hostile in its effects 
•nd consequences upon the institution must be 
fcad, although the high privileges not only of in- 
idividuals, but of con\munitiee aad States, are to 
be by this party denied, and congressional inter- 
tentiOQ against darery exereiMQ in Tiolation of 
the ConatitatioD. The beat of yoar party say to 
tts that they would deftnd the rights by which we 
hold our slaves in the States, yet it must be con- 
Sned within its present limits; iu area must not 
be extended; it must not spread itself orer the 
common territoir; this we will resistand prevent; 
your rights, sucn as you have, must be enjoyed 
under your own local laws, and without any 
protection from this Government. All this we 
understand ; we know the process which you thus 
adopt effectually to accomplish the same object, 
which the boldest of your leaders already pro- 
claim that they are prepared to do id a more di- 
rect and manly way. We ask you to stand out 
before the country, and openlv advocate that 
which you so much desire. Meet as like men, 
•nd Bay that you prapoae to break down all con- 
ttiiational barriers which interfere with the pow- 
•ra you desire to exerdse, and then the people 
will nnderataM and approve or condemn your 
courae. Do not indirectly seek to do as injustice, 
and at the same time declare that you ate for sup- 
porting and upholding the Constitution. 

The Preudeat asserts, that the object which 
you sedE to aeeonidish you well know to be a 
revolutionary one; this being denied, I propose 
to show its truth, and in langaaee not to be mis- 
nnderttood, tbu iaterference with alavcry in the 
Statea and in theTerrilories ia the gnat primary 
i^jeot of ** Repobliean" desire; which, accom- 
plished by that party, would be but revolution. 

JLet me read in this connection the 'remarks of 
the New York Tribune, a leading and powerful 
press in the North, whilst the Nebraska bill was 
pefore Congress. It is in these words: 

"Better that conAuion should eniae; lietteriliHt discord 
tfMuld reipi in the national counclli ; better that CongreM 
■hcHrid braak up in wild diaorder ; nuy, batter Uiat the 
Capiwri tiaeir ibould blaze by the web or the incemharjr, 
or nil and buiy all lis inmatet beneatli lucrumblinK ruiiu, 
than that ihb perfidy and wioni shoald be finally accom- 
flMed." 

Whet petildy and wrong is here alladed to i 
Moiling more than that the people of Kansas and 
If elmaka, just as those of Utah and New Mexico, 
and the peopfe of all tha Territories, *' shall be 
perftetly ftee tofBtm and regulate their .domeatie 
institutiona in tiuir own way, sobject only to the 
provisions of the Constitution." 

The Tribune prefers that the nation's Capitol 
ahonld blaze hy the torch of the incendiary, ratber 
fhan that the free white men of these Territories 
should form their institutions, nhjeet to the Con- 
itthiKon; his regard for that instrument must be 
low indeed, or he must feel thatits "provisions" 
anrht not to be allowed to the people thereof. 

Hear what another leading Republican says in 
m letter, (to the sane paper, I think,) i^ilet using 
«very emrt in hia power ao to inflame the north- 
wn mind antaat tae shtvefaoldeta of the South, 
Va that reromtion might actually commence. W. 
O. Duval is its author. Let hts name go down to 
twalerity, together wiUt hia o^mm ani wishes. 
SaaayB) 

■•ImeerdrlMips aeMwwBWBooB tant apM ibe 
■l aau y. I w«ntto«isAiMifeaadav«TralK>UAcdinBiy 

Ome. >••••••■< Tbna mj most ftrvent pnyer is 

^fcst SnstaBd, Tianec, and Spain, may taks thto alavery- 
acetmeasatloatiitadifllripeda] coBtUfenulon; and when 
mm tbae anlvsi tat ike sueets or ibe etUM of tbw * tand 
W thaftaaaadfeaAof tbebnve' to not with blood w 
£e biNrses hUte if the writer or Ibii b« iMn llwfe wiu 
^oasftwttoi^iolea'MtbentrlbidlTtjaMlcafirHGaTeii.' 



I propose, further, to call the attention of the 
House to an extract from a speech of the senior 
member from Ohio, [Mr. GinnitiGfl.] I do this 
the more readily because that member asked this 
House, a few daya since, to pass a resolution 
calling upon the President to state the time and 
place, when and where, and the persons who had 
any purpose to interfere with the domestic insti- 
tutions of the southern States. Hesays: 

" Sir, I would intimidate no one ; but I tell yoa there !■ 
a BDlrit In the North which will set at defiance all the low 
and unwnnby maebinatiODa of this Executive, aad of Uie 
minioosof liapower. When ibe eotuen shall come; wbea 
ihe thunder 011811 roll, aitd the lifhtniiw fiadi ; when the 
■lave* shall riae in the South ; wht-n, in imitation ot the 
Cuban bondmen, the Muthem alavea of the South afaall 
feel that they are mm; when thry feel the Minlagemoiioiu 
of immortality, and reeoaaiae im sUrriu trath tliat they 
are mtn, and entitled 10 the rights iriiich God hu beatowed 
upon them ; when llie staves shall feel that, and when 
maatera ahall turn sale and tremble; wben their dweUlDfi 
aball amoke, and dimayril on each counteiMaee ; then, 
air, I do not aay,* We will laugh at yonrcaJamiiy, and mock 
when your fear cometh,' but 1 do aay, when that time ahall 
oome, the lovers of our race will atand (brtb and exert the 
legitimate powen of Uiia GoreAimont for fremlom. We 
aball then have conatitntional power to act for Ibe good at 
our country, and do juatice to the alave. 

" Then will we atrike off the ahaeklea (Vom the limba of 
the alaves. That will be a period when thia Government 
will have power to act Iienveen alavery and ft'eedom, and 
when it can make peace by giving t>eec|om to lAe alaves. 
And let me tell you, Hr. Speaker, that that time harteiia. 
It ia rolling fbrward. The President is exerting a power 
that will hasten It, Ihoagb nni intended by him. J bail it 
aa I do the approactaiiig dawn of that poHtieal aiut swral 
milletmism wtaieli I sm well ssauted wiU cobs siioe (be 
WOrM."— CbniraaitaMl OtaU, ml- 98, p. ««. 

Next I read from a speech made in Boston by 
Mr. BcRLiNoaHi, meniber of this House, and a 
leading Republican, whose voice was heard in 
the recent canvass far away from his New Eng- 
land home, in (he prairies of the northwest, as well 
perhaps as in the Keystone State, where nodoubt 
ne advocated the same doctrines herein contained, 
and earnestly appealed to Northern men to adopt 
them as tbe» standard of political orthodoxy — 
and who, I may aay, has been reSleeted by hia 
consUtoenti to aaeat_ in tha Thirty-Fifth Con- 
gress. He said; 

" If saked to atate apecially what he wonld do, he wonld 
aaawer: Firtt, repeal the Nebraaka bill; aeeond, repeal the 
fligitive alave law ; Itaird. aboliah alavery in the l>iatrict of 
Columbia; (burth, abolish the inter-slave tnde ; next, he 
would declare that alavery should not Eprend to one Inch 
of the territory of the Union ; be would then put the Oov- 
erritnenl actually and perpetually oai the aide of fieedom : 
he would have jtidgea wbo believe In a higher law, and 
an antl-Blavery Constitution, on antl-qlavery Uible, an 
anil-slavcry-God. Having thus denationalized alavery, he 
would not menace it In Ihe Stales wtiere it exists, but wonld 
aayto the Slate*: < Itlayonrlocalinatitntion,hugitto;our 
boooms until It shall destroy you.' This Is the only condi- 
tion of repnse, and it must oome to thia ; for so long as life 
dwelt In bis bosom, so long would he flgfat for llburty and 
against alaveir, asd he bifed tba time would boos eonw 
when ilis snn staoaU not liss oo a mum, nornt oa a 
slave.'* 

After thia ^wech was ddrrered* the Hon. 
HamtT WiLioH, the preaent Senator ftom Mas- 
sachusetts, being called for, arose and said; 

■■ Thia la not the time aor the plaee tbr me to utter a 
word. Yob have liatened to the etoqutDce of my yotug 
friend, and bete lo-nigbt 1 in4oiM every ward and aenti- 
ment bebasnttered. In public or in private life — in major- 
Itiea or in minorities at borne or abroad, I intend to live 
and die witli anrelentinghostiiity to slavery on my lips-" 

Such language needs no comment from me to 
explain that, in the hands of these men, all of 
whom are shining lights in the Republican party, 
the institutions of the southern States would ue 
crushed out and destroyed. And I think that tha 
President has very properly and truly character- 
ized the objects of these men and their associates 
as being aangerouB and revolutionary. At all 
events, ine only construction which I can give 
these sentiments is that slavery everywhere must 
foil, and our only condition of repose is to be 
when ■< the sun shall not rise upon a raaater, nor 
Bet upon a slave." 

I will not discuss ftirlher this branch of the 
subject, but win reply to the remarks anbmitted 
a day or two ago by the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Mabshai-i.,] in refer- 
ence to the position of the Democratic pBXty upon 
the Kansas bill. It seemed to me that it was a 
source of great gratification to him to know that 
there was a difference of opinion between individ- 
ual members of the party as to the power pos- 
seaaed by the Territorial Legislature under the 
o^aiue act in ngard to alavery, With hia anud 



ability he " touched up" these differences with a 
master hand, and to the evident enjoyment, not 
only of his own political party, but to the great 
delight of the members of the Republican organ- 
ization. 

Now, sir, let us see if the differences of opinioa 
among us should be a subject of much amuse- 
ment to my friend from Kentucky when we take 
a review of the harmony which has preTailed 
among bis own political fiienda darinc the brief 
period of its existence. The flrat pnblic act of 
the American party was its convention in Jane, 
1855. Ofitspritial«ae(ianteriortothattime,Icao 
only point to the election of a large majority of 
northern Representatives on this door — to the aid 
which it rendered in the election of eleven United 
States Senators, and ten Ooveraora at the North, 
all of whom gave their support to Mr. Fremont 
for the Presidency in the recent election. Thest 
are its private acts, as they are underatood by the 
country. But to tiie convention. In regard la 
foreigners and Catholics, their hatred waa hai^ 
moniousandcordtal. Upon these queationa they 
agreed; and no disagreement manifested itseff 
until the subject of suiverT was presented; and 
when it waa done, the difiereace of opinion was 
BO great tiiat almost the entire northern Heltgrntiom 
bolted, and called another convention to be held 
at Cincinnati. Those who remained in your con- 
vention — most of whom were from the SoUth — 
passed what is known as the twelfth aectioo ot 

Sour platform, which I beg gentlemen to remem- 
it was rtpttdiiUed by every State council in the 
whole North, as well as at the aubaequent con- 
vention of this party held at Cincinnati, and in 
which seven northern States were represented; 
and yet we are told by my friend from Kentucky 
that northern and southern DemocraU do not 
construe the Kansas bill alike! 

Upon the assembling of the present Congress, 
the gentieman's party in this House had about 
four candidates for the Speakership; most of 
them, however, voted for tiie present Speaker, 
ailer having voted for the genUeman fVom Ohio, 
[Mr. Cahfbell.] Still a portion cast ihcir votes 
for the gentleman himself, [Mr. H. Marshau.,] 
and then voted for the gentleman from Pennayl- 
vania [Mr.' Hekbt M. Fullek] to the bitter 
end — all these various candidates representing aa 
"intense American feeling,"Taryii]g only to the 
extent that local influences controllea the partic- 
ular tenets held by each one in regatd to alavery. 
This party was divided here into what waa known 
as •Arorlft and 8ouA Americans, and JimerUmn 
** Liblicans; and still the Democracy are to be 

E -aided as holding different opinions on the 
BBS bill ! It must be further observed thai, 
notwithstanding the rupture which occurred ai 
the June convention of this party, they agreed to 
meet at the same place last February, and nom- 
inate a candidate tor the Presidenc^; and in obe- 
dience to this resolution they, by way of being 
exceedingly harmonioua, met four days before 
the time, and set to work, in the first place, to 
determine whether the North or South American 
delegation from Pennsylvania should be consid- 
ered the beat Americans; and the North Ameri- 
cans, headed by the gentleman over the way, 
[Mr. Edix,) were admitted to participate in the 
work of building a platform and uominBiing a 
candidate. After much deliberation. North and 
South Americans were deemed unsafe as leaders, 
and the old platforms of each m being unfit for 
setvice; and a new class, known as "Verbiage 
Americans,** take the control of the party and re- 
construct a platform out of aueh of toe old mate- 
rials as could by any possibility be used. When 
this occurred the South Americans 6oIfed,and pro- 
tested, "That they could not stand upon the new 
platform, nor continue members of any national 
organisation of which it is the supreme law; "and 

Jet we are to be reproached because we constros 
ifferently the Kansas bill! 
Nor is this all. Only a day or two after, these 
same gentlemen, regardless of the discord of sen- 
timent between them as topKne^Ie*, thought that 
they might agree on a eonduwits for Uie Pre«- 
dency; and accordingly North and South Amer- 
icans, Republican and Verbiage Americans, all 
met to select a standard-bearer. Mr. Fillmort 
was the fortiuate individualt and upon thean- 
nouncenuntf a boltinc^f the northam delegation 
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took place, and a aew coBTenuOtt wa» called, to 
be held at New York, where an •Smertem candi- 
date might be chosen. In June that eonvention 
did meet, and the Hon. N. P. Banka, Jan., was 
•elected; and immediately another Mceraion took 
ptace,and anoUier eonTeution of thi* same party 
nomiaated Mr. Stockton, of New Jeraey, aa the 
true American candidate for the Preaidency; 
whilflt, upon the declination of Mr. Banks, Mr. 
Fremont was chosen as the proper person to fill 
the Tacaney, And now the Democratic party is, 
by a leader of the American forces upon this floor, 
to be chained with differences of opinion ! 

Whilst upon the subject, it would be well, per- 
haps, to cul Ifae attention of my friend from 
Kentucky to the views held by the friends of Mr. 
Fillmore in the North, and the reaaoDswhybe 
received their support; and I do this becanse he 
may not have obaerved the differences of opinion 
aiQon^ his own men so closely as he did those 
of the Democratic party. 

I ask hie attention to an'editorial published in 
the New York Express, aleadin^ Fillmore paper, 
and one of whose editors, I think, was the Fill- 
more candidate for Qovernor in that State. In 
the arUcle, the editor is undertaking to show 
that Mr. Fillmore is a better Free-Soiler than 
Mr. Fr€mont. He says to the Republicans: 

■^Whyssktblsquemionf What rcMon allbrda Hr. FUl- 
■lore'g uA fi>r th« ukinf Look at his vo(ea la CongraM 
wtien npceMniinc the Erie diMiict, New York. Contraat 
tbem with FMmont^ wtam only aerantMn world Of dajv 
ia tbe SenMs. Bf r. FilbaorB is tbe only PnsUent luutar 
whom administration /rte U nking km$ itm a aneat i t» tka 
Vtiiim. Louisiana, Texas, and FuHlda, were alsTf Tent. 
tOTlM; batCaiirbnila,iiBdernilmon,eMieln«MfeetMoa 
Aee. Wbr doubt.'" 

Next, I will read from the Hon. Hiram Ketehum, 
a prominent politieianof New York,aad aleading 
sapportsr of Mr. KUmore in the reeeut ^tien. 
He says: 

" I attached mysetT to earir lift to that pvty which was 
alwsj^ aod erer opposed to the eztensioa or alvrary, ani 
I say here to-nl^t that the Whif party of tbe N«nb ttaa 
always had that cmed, aod these HepubUeaiis can't take 
outapautnt for It, for nunya Icmg year. AitiltaglJua 
iSiUard FUlmore hat ftecM trie to tkat forty, and has nerer 
bad any othei principle bat that wtakb would ptmMtbe 
ftirtber exteneUui of slarety. " 

This is an extract from a speech which is re- 
ported at length in the New York Express. And 
further, sir, altow me to read from the New York 
Commercial Adnrtissr, another of Mr. Fill- 
uore's orgain in that State, and which paper is 
endeavoring to prove also to the RmuUieans of 
that State that Mr. Piilmors i« a bettar Free* 
Soiler than Mr. FrEmont. 

Mr. H. MAKSHALL. The nntleman dees 
not discriimnate between an aoti^Tery ann and 
a Pree-Soiler. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I mean anti-akTsry man; 
and now for the article: 

(* As betwm Mr. FOIsion enfl Hr. FMrnoat Ito the 
Pnsidatter, no eamptrisoas an admWMe. on Ols 
▼ei7 aiavaiy qsasiiBn, il Is aawlse of Ibe BeaaMieans to 
BTOvokeaeompeiiMB. Tbeo^vMeorimUieaetorHr. 
FUlBore mat can ba perverted mio a seonlDs Ikmrias oT 
riaveiT, was tbe slfninc of the fttBttire slave law." • • • 
" ne reater has only to loekat tbe votes ereasbjeade- 
nan when nspectively la pobUc tUb, to And Aat Mr. FiU- 
M»re 1* i mm eamrabty a bttUr aiitf-s(aMry-«xtfiM{<m mm 
tXan Jolm C. Atmont" 

And notwithslandinf the otter inability of the 
nntleman party to agree apon anything tooch- 
Tog slavery, we are to be Veld up before the 
country aa entertaining different opinions as to 
our construction of the Nebraska act, as he has 
undertaken to show. In dismissing this part of 
my subject, I would admonish that gentleman not 
to forget the material ontof which his own house 
is buUt befbre he again throws atones at ours. 

1 come now to the main point I had in view 
in addressing the HtHise, and that is to show that 
the President is right in declaring that the people 
in the late election " have asserted the constitu- 
tiooal Moality of each and all tbe States of the 
Union.*' And although my friend flrom Ken- 
tucky insists that noting has been setded , I will 
show, in answer to his c|uestion, " What are the 
principles which their victory has estabUahed?" 
that the popular verdict has decided the most im- 
portant measures that have disturbed ^lis country 
for the last quarter of a century. 

The Amerwan Democracy went into the recant 
oBDnaa upon issues that were plaiiti pH Wl iaal,«ad 
wunistakabla; what vers they? 



" N(HHinterfe[«nee by Conpess with slavery In State and 
Territory, or In the DlMitet a CMnmbta." 

Further: 

" That we recognize the right of the p«o|de of all the 
Terrttoriea, Kansas and Nelnaaka tocloded, to form a con- 
stltation vUk or vitAout iommHe siMsry, md b» aimiM 
iaioUu IMon«fmt<rnH^yOT^s«iiiiUy«UI*s*aar 

The Aiendib of Mr. Abnont on tbe contrary 
declared, 

" That lbs Constttnttan eonfhn spaa Cqngreaa sovereign 
power OTar the Terriiodaa, and in (he exercise of lUs power 
h is both the right and the tanpeiatlve dG» of Cobskm lo 
pnUbU to Us TtrritorUt Oom Ma rMcn o/ kAarUm, 

These great quesUone, as contained in the plat- 
forms of^the respective parties, were presented 
fhirly and distinctly to the American people; the 
public press, the public men, and the private cit- 
izens, thoroughly discussed Uicprinciples of each 
party, and after months of deliberation thereon, 
the popular verdict given was in favor' of the 
principles es proclaimed by the American De- 
mocracy. It planted itself upon the great doctrine 
of self-government, not only in the States but in 
the Territories; whilst their opponents held the 
opinions that it was the right and duiy of Con- 
gress to regulate and control the institutions of 
maater and'servant, as well aa husband and wife; 
and they, with equal propriety, might have pro- 
posed to include thoee of parent and child, guar- 
dian and ward, fbr they stand upon the same foot- 
ing of reason and Jusbce. 

The Eknaas bm contained the le^slation by 
i^ch the Demoentio party was wilmig to stand. 
It was not a theoretiul or apeculative act to be 
passed in tbe ftitarie, but it was a law of force, 
which all could see and determine, and either ap- 
prove or condemn its great leading feature, which 
waa, that the people of a Territory might form 
and regulate their insthutiona to suit themselves; 
aod the only restraint upon them was that it 
should be done according to the Constitution. I 
say they settled then, in this victory, that prin- 
ciple, and approved the doctrine asserted by the 
Democracy, that the people of the 7'erriforiu and 
' not Coftgrea, shall regulate these matters. 

But, Ba;^8 the gentleman ftom Kentucky, tbe 
Democratic party are not agrMd as le lu liste 
wJkrn the people of the Territories shall exercise 
this righu This is true, sir; and that is the only 
remaining question to be settled, and it is one 
which the people could not $eUU by this election; 
it is one that is not seuled by the bill itself, but 
expressly subjecting the exercise of this power 
to the Constitution of the United States, and it 
can only be done in accordance with its provis- 
ions. It is not Stranee, therefore, that there 
riiould be a diversity of opinion not only North 
bat South — not only among Democrats, but 
among the members of the American-party, as to 
the powersposeeascd by aTerritorial Legislature 
under the Constitution in regard to this question. 
I hold, sir, that to be a question which Congress 
has no power to setde bylaw. Suppose that the 
power had been given in the Nebrasta bill to the 
Territorial L^isTature to prohibit slavery, and it 
had done so, and the question had been made 
upon tbe power thus exercised, and submitted to 
the Supreme Court^ and it had been decided that 
the TerritorialLegudatare, wwftrdke CotutttuHan, 
had passed a law which was uncoAatibitioniU: 
your act authorizing it to be done would be a 
mere nullity. Or, suppose you had provided in 
the bill that the Territorial Legislature should not 
prohibit slavery, and, notwithntanding your law, 
they had gone on and passed an act over your 
heads prohibiting it, and thus the question should 
be made before the Supreme Court, and it was 
decided that the Territorial Legislature could not 
constitutionally pass such a law: joxxr act in that 
case, also, woula be nugatory. You can, thera- 
fbre, neither add to nor take fiom the powers 
which may be exercised under the Consutotion 
by a Territorial Legislature by any act which 
you may pass. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 1 desire to ask the 
gentleman a ques tion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I cannot yield the floor, 
as I have only ten minutes lefl-me. In thie con- 
nection I have only to say that the Territorial 
L^jslature eidier bias ths power under tbe Can- 
stitution io exchide flanry, or it has not; if it 



has tbe power, you could not take it away by 
act of Congress; and,' if it has it not, then you 
could by no act of yours confer it. Upon such 
a queation, I do not think it strange that men 
should dtmr; but I have the satisfhelion to 
know tHat men's opinions cannot alter the Con- 
stitution. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that I do not agree 
with my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Ohr,1 
nor my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Smith,] 
who, denying the power, seem to think that the 
right to prohibit slavery by a Territorial Legis- 
lature is of no very great practical imporiance, 
as laws are needed for its protection, wrtich, ifa 
majority be opposed to the institution, will not 
be passed, and thus it will not go where the 
proper securities are withheld. On the contrary, 
I hold it is impwrtant that a Territorial Legis- 
lature shall not exercise a power which is both 
unjust and unconstitutional. The only time at 
which toverejen power can be exercised by the 

geople of a Territory is in the formation of a 
tate government, and at no other. Congress 
itself does not possess that Mverqgnsmeer, and, 
of oourae, it cannot delegate that which it haa 
not. 

The Republicans hold that Congress has power 
to prohibit slavery in the Territories, and in sup- 
port of that view call to their aid the ordinanoe 
of 1797. That was passed by a Congress of con- 
federated sovereignties, and is in the nature of a 
compact between Virginia and her cosovereign- 
ties, and waa tbe exercise of a right which was 
not denied her by her own constitution nor tbe 
Articles of Confederation; her own will, therefore, 
was her only law. How differentare the powers 
of thie Coneress, controlled, fixed, and limited by 
a written Constitution, which is our only charter 
either of authority or existence, pemUUed to ex- 
ercise certain granted powers, and such others as 
may be necessary to carry them into effect ? And 
this is the fbll extent of congressional power. 
All others, by the instrument itself, "are re- 
served to th<! Slatesrespectively , or to thepeople ;" 
and BO tenacious were the States that rights not 
granted might be exercised, diattbe Constitution 
was amsni^d by adding that " The enunciation 
in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people.*' If, therefore, all the legislntivs 
power which we possess is provided for in the 
Constitution, and we find that no reference is 
made to this, then it cannot exist. At the form- 
ation of the Constitution slavery existed in twelve 
out of thirteen States; express provision was 
made for its protection in each State by requiring 
a fugitive slave escaping into another to be deliv- 
ered up; and it was also provided that no State, 
into which a fligitive might thus escape^ should 
paw a law or make amigrqpilatUm so as to discharge 
a slave fVom his •ondition as such. Provision 
was made for its representation in the American 
Congress, and the States were Hable for its tax- 
aUon to that extent as property. Here, then, it 
will be ctbsemd that, in this threefold aepect, is 
reference made directly to the subject: " first, as 
property; second, as a domestic reutuon of service 
or labor under Uie law of a State; and, lastly, as 
a basis of political power." 

How strange, therefore, it does appear that 
any one who will look at the subject suonid con- 
clude that Congress can create or destroy slavery 
anywhere, particularly when it is remembered 
that all the constitutional [Mrovisions look to its 
protecfion. And notwithstanding all these, it is 
boldly asserted that Congress Das tbe iaiftied 
power to abolish or prohibit it in the Territories. 
The Republican party cUime this power for 
Congress, and iosiau thatslaveryis sectiosal and 
anti-slavery national; and that, therefore, legis- 
lation should keep it from the Territories. If 
then nan neon that itannry exists only in a 
«ertaiB«eedon of As t)auHi,UKB they are right; 
but if they mean lo say that it is nnae sectional 
by the Constitution, then tbeyare wrong; and to 
prove this it is only necessary to reply that 
slavery may exist in oil the States or none, and 
that, too, without any alteration of the Constitu- 
tion; and so well was this provided for, that all 
the gnaranteea which slavery needs will inure 
at once to tbe slaveholders upon the adoption of 
thMlnititQtioal^anyoriheAatea. New York 
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might determine to-morrow to eatabluh ■lavery, 

ana if ahe did, all the rights whi^h the slare- 
holders of Georgia possess would be at once 
secured to those of that State, and she would be 
entitled also to the three fifths representation on 
this floor. All can see at once, therefore, the 
utier absurdity contained in the doctrine that 
•lavery is sectional. Under our Constitution it 
may exist throughout the country or nowhere in 
it; but should it exist, no matter where, the Con- 
stitution recognizes and protects it. -And the 
great priuciple lying at tne foundation of this 
whole subjeet ia, that vnereignty alone has the 
power to create or destroy it, and this attribute 
IS possessed neither bv Ctmgrets, nor the TVrri- 
toriat Lf^[iiUtMn, whicn is but the creature of out 
will. And, air, when I apeak of sovereign power 
1 mean Budb as that Virginia exercised m the 
ordinance of 1787, and which she possesses to- 
day over this subject in the TerrUorits, to the extent 
qf the interest which ahe la 9 State holds therein. 

When, therefore, it is claimed that Congress, 
under an implied power, can pass a taw to deprive 
Uie citizens of one half the States of tha enjoy- 
ment of their property upon territory which is 
held by the Government for the common benefit 
of all, 1 desm it a draft upon the stupidity and 
ignorance of the people which lb.ey will never 
honor. 

Having endeavored to show that Conenea has 
no power, I think it equally clear that the Terri- 
torial Legislature has none, and that the proper 
solution of this question, which has so lon^ ais- 
turbed the country, has at last been found in the 
Kansas bill, which has been submitted to the 
American people ud by them approved. The 
differences of opinion as to that law furnish no 
just ground for its repeal. Shall we condemn it 
necauae we differ as to its construction ? Upon 
that rule we mightcondemn every adk which Con- 
cress has passed; and more, sir, we might, for 
the same reason, discard the great Book of In- 
spiration itaelf as worthless, because there were 
different constructions put upon its sacred teach- 
inga. 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Nicbols,] 
' who has just taken his seat, showed to^ts a call 
made for a Democratic meeting in the North, in 
which, the friends of Buchanan, Breckinridge* 
and free Kansas, were invited to attend. That 
Tery many men who voted for Mr. Buchananln 
the North are in favor of Kansas being a free 
State, I have no sort of doubt; but atul, it is 
equally well understood that they want the people 
of the Territory to determine this question for 
themselves, and that they shall be lefl perfectly 
free to act upon the subject without any inter- 
ference by Congress. 

So far as I am concerned, I here declare that T 
do not ask of a northern Deigocrat that he shall 
indorse the noroJity of lUmery; all that I want 
him to do is to ^ve me the fuU measure of my 
rights under the Constitution — no more. And- 
these I believe they are ready to jgrant, as well 
as to aid in preveoting those awociationa spoken 
of by the President, flram interfering with the 
domestic institutions of the States, "which to 
them and the States of which they are citizens, 
the only path to iu accompUsbment is through 
burning cities and ravaged fielda and slaughtered 
populations, " 



POLITICa OF THE COUNTRY. 

SPEECH OP HON. WILL; CUMBACK, 
or INDIANA, 
Ik thb HoriB or RBrweaBHTanrBS, 
December 17, 1656, 
On IhequettkMi of refeiring the President*! Meange to tha 
Coounluee of Um WholQ on the aute of ttie Uuloa, and 
the priuling often UKnuud copies Ibenof. 

Mr. CUMBACK said: 

Mr. Speakeb: I do not propose to occupy all 
the time that is allowed me by the rules of the 
House in presenting what I desire to say in rela- 
tion to this most extraordinary menage, and the 
not less remarkable manner in which the friends 
of thq Admiaiatratioa haT« attempted to defend 
it. I am not one of thoM who tKink this dis- 



cussion unprofitable. Tt certainly has already 

disclosed the fact that the presidential canvass 
has settled no great principles— that on the great 
living question of the times, we are as muui at 
sea as Iwfore. The election of the successful can- 
didates has been advocated in one section of the 
Union by claiming for them that slaveiy would 
be extended into Kansas; while in the otner sec- 
Uon, on the banners of the same party, were 
emblazoned *' Buchanan and Breckinridge and 
free Kansas;" and already we find that there is a 
want of harmony among the victors. It cauiot 
be said that this discussion was brought on by 
the act of those on this side of the House. The 
President, who has become the arch*agitator of 
this question, is responsible for this renewed 
debate, for we are not of that craven spirit that 
we will sit silently by, and have our motives im- 
pugned, and our objects willfully misrepresented. 
For hia assault upon the motives, the integrity, 
the patriotism of tnose who cast their votes against 
the extension of slave labor and in favor of pro- 
tecting free labor, we have arraigned him. 

He charges that the Bepabhean party, now 
numbering near a million and a half of the most 
patriotic and intelligent sons of our common 
country, are wanting in fidelitv to the Constitu- 
tion, and desire to overturn tne Union of these 
States. 

That chaiige on his part is entirely gratuitoas, 
and without the shadow of foundation in truth. 
I ask his friends for the proof. We have inter- 
posed our flattest denial. Do they find'it in the 
Republican press f Do they find it in the avowed 
platform of principles of the party? Do they find 
It in the speeches of the acknowlei^ed leaders and 
expounders of our political faith f No, sir, they 
find it nowhere; and their attempts td adduce 
the proof has been a most total failure, and the 
defense of that part of the message baa been en- 
tirely abandoned. On the contrary, when the 
members of that party met to announce their pur- 
poses, and select their candidates for the contest, 
they unatuniOTuf^ promulgated this reaolution as 
one of their patnoiieporpoaes: 

JUwiMd, That ttie nBiatsiiSBee of the princj^ pro- 
iDulgaied in the Deelsratioa of fadepeadenee, and embod- 
ied in tlie Feden) CosstlniUan, sra enenliBl 10 the preaer- 
vuioD of our republican lastliuions, and tkat the Fedeial 
ConaUtadon, the righta of the Ststss, end the VtOono/ the 
Stale$, iJuUl he preteree^ 

Now, sir, I undertake to say, fearless of sac- 
cessfol contradiction, a resolution so explicit in 
fevor of the Union as the one I have just read, 
eoold not have passed the convention at Cincin- 
nati unanimously. The Union at all hazards and 
under all circumstances, is not the sentiment of a 
'ar^ portion of the Democratic party in the South . 
It IS with them the Union with provisoes and 
conditions. The Republicans intend, notwith- 
standing, that the Union shall be preserved; and 
they will not suffer the fenaticism of the South to 
remove asingle pillar from the templo of American 
liberty. I commend the President, then, when 
he proposes to read lectures to those uofeithful 
in pronsrioQ or practice' to the Union of tJbeee 
States, that he turn hia face to the South; that he 
rebuke the Democratic journals in the South that 
are openly disunion in their professions; that he 
admonish shaiply that class of politicians who 
make the threadbare threat, that when the govern- 
ment shall pass out of the hands of the slave- 
ocracvinto the hands of the free laboring masses, 
that tney will not submit. *' Physician ,lieal thy- 
self,"is a religious admonition that the President 
would do weir to remember. 

But, again, the President chains that the mil- 
lion and a half of the best and purest men of the 
country who have banded themselves tM^ther 
'for the good and peace of the Union, for the in- 
terest of the free white laborer, for the protection 
of the dignity, respectability, and value of free 
labor, are hypocrites — dishonest men; that they 
pretend to be in fkvor of one purpose, while in 
fact and in truth they are laboring for a totally 
different object. He says that while we ore 
"pretending" to be in favor of the non-extension 
of slavery, we really desire to interfere with it in 
the States where it exists. 

This misrepresentation is willfiil, and we have 
arraigned him for it; and gentlemen on the other 
side of the House have entered their appearance 
in his delenM. What, sir, are the Boeani used 



to reseae the President from the dilemma into 
which he has deliberately placed himself? IVhu 
is the proof adduced in support of the message? 
It is of that character that onlyaervee to convir^ 
the world of the falsity of the President's posiuon 
and the feebleness of the defense. They coma 
and produce as proof, not the platform of prio- 
ciple of the Republicans — not the speeches of 
avowed leaders, or the statements of the Repub- 
lican press — but the opinions of a few individuals, 
and chaige that to the Republican party, and 
urge it as a defense of the President. I hold this 
failure on their part to sustain the President, u 
well as the misstatements and felsity of this mei- 
sage, to be the highest possible commendation of 
the principles of the Republican party. The Prea- 
ident dare not attempt to base his charges upon 
the avowed principles of the party, or dare hit 
defenders attempt his justification in the same 
honest and manly way. 

But, on the contrary, he erects his man of 
straw, makes out a platform of principles fron 
hia own imagination, and then, with an air of 
triumph, proceeds to destroy bis own creation, 
Feeble would he be, indeed, if he were not able 
for such an effort. [Laughter.] 

Suppose we were to hold the so-called DemiK- 
racy responsible for the individoal sentiments of 
men prominent in their councils, (and certainly 
they will accord to us the same right thus to 
reason and conclude that they have adopted them- 
selves,) we could prove that their party was rank 
with disunion. We could show that the slave 
trade was a cardinal doctrine of that party ; we 
could establish beyond doubt that they were in 
fevor of pdygamy, slaTery, and morder. Ah, 
indeed, sir, what in the danc catalogue of baman 
folly and wickedness could we not fasten opoD 
them? But, sir, I scorn to resort to such logic, 
i regret that such a tone of awument has bean 
introduced hare — it ia unworthy the Americas 
stateaman. 

Sir, these special pleas, this feeble defense for 
the President, will not save him from the verdict 
that will be rendered against him by honest, inul- 
ligent men in all sections of the country, for bit 
willful misrepresentation of a great, wise, patri- 
otic, and growing party in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. CaAwroaD] made an able defense 
for the President on this floor yesterday. It ants 
calm; it was eloquent; it waaoispaasionate. But, 
sir, be seems to have fallen into tha nme error 
that has found iU way into the President's mes- 
sage. He charges that we desire to attack tlie 
" outposts of slavery." If, indeed, slavery hai 
outposts beyond the limits of the slave States, 1 
know not where they are, or how they coDsiiiu- 
tionally exist; but if the gentleman means that 
it is our purpose to prevent slavery from plantii^ 
its outposts upon soil consecrated to freedom, 
then, indeed, he comprehends our purpose. "We 
have no attack to make upon slavery, but will 
defend and maintain the outposts of freedom 
wherever they are, and at whatever cost. Thai, 
sir, is* our whole purpose, and that, by the help 
of God, we will accomplish. But,*'' says t).e 
same gentleman, " what will be the consequence 
if you hem us in, and confine ua to the limits of 
the slave States?" The able colleague of the 
gentleman [Mr. Warher] took the same posi- 
tion last session, which I will present: 

" There {a not a alaveholder in tbia Botue or oai of it, bat 
who known peiftcUy well that, whenever einverr i* 
fined withta eeitain ^Meial Uoilts, iUJVmrt cxiateMcc u 
4do)hmI; (t it only S qnesdoa ofUmcasteilajtMlrferfrx- 
tioH. Vou tmy take any alngle atavebtridins coonty in tbt 
aoathem Statea, In which the great staptifta of couon and 
aogar an cnltivated to any extent, and confine the nivsrat 
dave popniatlon wlttiln the limtti of that caanty. Sticb ia 
the rapid, natural increaae of (tie aiavea, and tba rapid «i- 
hauation of the aoilin tbecaJtivaiion of thoM cropi«, (wfaicft 
add ao much to the commercial wealth of the coHutr].} 
that in a few yeara It would be impoaalble to support tiieai 
within the llmita of eacii county- Both master and ebtn 
would be ffoncrf out; and what would be tba prankal 
eflbct in any one county, the aame result would bappen to 
all the alaveboldina State*. Slaveiy cannnt be conlined 
within cenain apecifled Itmita without prodnciof; the d9- 
etnictlon of both master and alave. It reqnirea /rak Ind^ 
plenty of teaod and leater, not only for the comfort and 
na|:^eas of the slave, but for the bennflt of the ownrf. 
We uaderatand perfectly well the practical elTect nf the 
propoaed restriction upon our ilgbis, and 10 wtmi cxtrni it 
laierferea wUta alaveiy in the Stalest and we alao mttArf 
«aad tbs 0tieet aad pwpow of that iaterlteence. If itae 
ilaveholdbis Stales alMia>ver beso r^tdtaa of tkcfe 
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riirtita, and Iheir hoaor, u cm(|iis1 8t***«, to b» triDiof lo 
•ubmit to tlUg propoaed rotricUoa, (M ui« nke of bumonj 
and peace, tliey could not do It. There is a great, ovcr- 
rufiiiii, pfactical necrMltj, which wonld prevent it. Tkeu 
ought not to tabutit to it upaM priiKifU ^ tAey rnitU, oM 

Slaverv exienaion is an absolute necessity, to 
furnish fresh lands and fresh fields -for the blight 
and caroe of slavery, lo prevent master and slave 
from perishing by starvation. 

Sir, there is no crowding in the slave States 
yet. In the State represented by the gentlemen, 
while they have improved -but six millions of 
acres of their land, there is atill in the same State 
■ixteen millions animproved. There is no neces- 
sity for sach a demand yet for the ataveholder in 
Georgia. From the census of 1850 we find that 
the sfave Slates have not yet occupied one fourth 
of the territory within their limiu. But, be that 
as it may, the advaneemeDt of such a reason for 
the extension of slavery is itartling to the well- 
wisher of his country, and ii mfficient to convince 
reasonable men everywhere Uw patriotic pur- 
pose of the Republicans. 

Sir, when but one fourth of the territory given 
to slavery is occupied, tmd when there are now 
but three million slaves, end we are admonished 
that they want room for self-preservatitHt— to 
expand over the free Territories to preserre the 
existence of master and slave, I asK, what will 
be the condition of things when slavery is extended 
to Pacific, when we have fifty slave States, 
with twenty-five miUioBslaves, ana no more room 
to expand ? 

K, indeed, slavery is becoming dangerous and 
burdensome on your hands now, what will it be 
then upon your children ? 

But this cry for room Is fallacious. It is not 
room that you are so anxious to obtain, but 

Sower — poUkcal pover — the power of him who 
irects labor against those who labor — the power 
of the three hundred and fifty thousand slave- 
holders against the millions of ftee laborers from 
all parts of the Union, When 1 stated, laat sea- 
sion of Congress, that (he Kanaai bill was passed, 
the Missouri compromise repealed, simply to 
strengthen political power in the South, gentle- 
men on the other side manifested much sensitive- 
ness, and dented any such purpose. Northern 
and southern men both said it was " to allow the 
people to be perfectly tree to form their own io- 
stitulionti in their own way." Southern men 
said they did not expect it would be a slave Stale ; 
but that the restriction was an odious discrim- 
in^ion gainst them. Were not the people of 
Oregon and Minnesota entitled to be " perfectly 
free^' also, and was not Uie restriction around 
those Territories as odious as the other? Yet 
ynu never have complained of those restrictions. 
Vou have not taken the same zealous interest in 
the enlargement of their rights. The ana«rer is 
obvious; and it is manifest to all men, thafwhere 
you tovtd not gtt power you cared not for the 
principle. The new Governorof South Carolina, 
in his inaugural, which I received thia morning, 
makes an nonest disclosure of your purposes. 
He says: 

" Now, in order to preierve, in some msaanre, ttie power 
to protect tlie tigtiu of Ibe southern 8taM in ibli beliaJf, 
we mtut preterve UU tqitUibrUtm between the two aee- 
lioDiin at leant on« of the Federal Coandl*. That equilib- 
rium in Hie Senate waadiaiurliedbytbe Irregular ad misaion 
of Calilbraia— it may he rittortd iy M« aimMoK of JQm- 

When you complain to us for want of room — 
when you talk to us about p^ular sovereignty, 
and making men "perfectly free," and all that, 
it is all well enough; but the great object that 
underlies it all is to maintain political supremacy 
in the hands of the slave power, and that power 
will be exerted to extend itself wider and wider; 
and yet at the same time you freely conftss that, 
if unduly confined, this institution will involve all 
in certain destruction. Sir, if these results are to 
follow, then indeed is it the solemn duty of every 
man who loves bis country, and feels an interest 
for her future and the safely of his own [wsterity, 
to confine the evil to its present limits, and let 
those who enjoy its blessings and hug it to their 
bosoms manage it in their own way and at their 
own lime. Itis a matterof your own; weneither 
wish nor desire any interference in ita manage- 
ment; but it iinnfttrimdiiiwlujitianforyoato 



involve our posterity in the evils that will neces- 
sarily follow the extension of your own local 
institution. Republican principles are right, and 
I am proud to bean humble member of that party. 
True, I was defeated in the last canvass, end beaten 
by a ballot-box polluted with illegal votes; yet, 
sir, I do not abate in the least degree niy ardor 
for the principles I have always held. We, as a 
political party, are not looking to the interests of 
a section, but looking to the interest of the whole 
country — to the interest of all men at the North, 
and the non-slaveholder at the South; and, as I 
have repeatedlv stated, we leave the slaveholder 
where we find nim. 

I am a Re[)ublican, because we stand by the 
Constitution in all its requirements. We say 
that free speech and a fVee press are essential to 
the preservation and perpetuity of our free insti- 
tutions. To purchase these great constitutional 
rights my own ancestors poured out their blood; 
yet, so far as fifteen States of this Union are con- 
cerned, they made the sacrifice in vain. As sla- 
very advances, the Constitution of the United 
States, in these the most essential featareit be- 
comes null and void. 

Sir, / am not in/ovor 4fe«fciuEtag<.^fHeM sbenv 
and iiwoA'ng American ./ftvedom. When we extend 
the former, we limit, restrain, and prohibit the 
other. Many excellent men have been driven 
from the South for simply exercising their con- 
stitutional right. 

But gentlemen of the slave States aay to me. 

Do you wish to come and speak your political 
sentiments and excite insurrections among our 
slaves.'" I say I have no such desire; but when 
you tell me that such discussion is dangerous to 
your institutitms, you confess to me that, to 
completely maintain slavery, you have to 'strike 
a blow at the Constitntiofi itself. Before yon 
read long lectures to us upon our oonstitational 
duty, may I be permitted to surest that you 
pluck the beam out of your own eyes that yon 
may see more dearly what y on *ill do fbr oUtera i 

But gentlemen or the South say that we are 
opposed to equality in the Territories, and that we 
desire to legislate for oureelves to the exclusion 
of them. I say no. I say that we are willing 
that ^oo men who own slaves shall come to the 
Territories of the United States upon precisely 
the footing, and with the same rights and priv- 
ileges, that we enjoy when we go into those Teiv 
ritories. What more can you ask? Are you 
made out of any better material than we are \ 
Has God given you more rights and privileges 
than He us bestowed upon us \ Why cannot 
you be content to come wiui yonr own hands and 
your o«rn strong arms, and new out civilization 
out of the western wilds by the side of ua and 
upon the same platform with us } If indeed you 
were excluded oy us, you would have reason to 
cojnplain; but we say to you, come; but when 
Tou pcopose to come and introduce a species of 
labor that will strike down our labor, that will 
uke away half of its value, that will degrade it 
and put us upon a level with your slaves, then 
we enter our protest^ we sa^, no, come as we 
come; labor as ve labor; we will strike hands to- 

Sther and build up free institutions', luid caiuc 
e wilderness to bud and blossom as the rose.* 
Gentlemen say it is a ouestion between fifteen 
slave States and sixteen free States. Not at all. 
It is a question whether the slave power — the few 
men interested in the institution of slavery — are 
to control the Territories of the United States, 
and govern the country, or whether the millions 
of free laborers shall control the Government. 
They apply to us opprobrious epithets; for ex- 
ample, ** Blade Republicans," "negro worship- 
ers," &e.,appealiw to the prejodieea and pas- 
sions <^ men; but fsay to them to-day that we 
are the only white man's party, in this country; 
we are the only party who look to the interests 
of the great mass of the laboring classes of the 
North and of the free vaUU laborers of the South. 
We desire that those men at the South who have 
to coinpete with slave labor, and to work by the 
side of slaves, shall have a home in the western 
Territories, where Ihey may stand upon the same 
brtKid platform of eqtutlity with ourselves. But, 
sir, for holding these doarines — doctrines that 
have been advocated and smbodiad in legialatian 



I by our fathers — doctrines that look not to the 
1 interests of the few, but to the interests of the 
. many— the Preeidentof the United States, just as 
! he is stepping down into his political grave, from 
which fne hand of resurrection will never raise 
him, tiirns round upon us, and administers his 
imbecile rebuke, ^ 
It seems tome,sir,that if tbemen of the South 
would for one moment reflect upon the ill eflects 
of slavery oo their own people, and their own 
interests and pros)>erity,they would not eofoiidly 
hug it to their bosoms. 1 dislike to draw com- 
parisons between the Sistes of the Union. I dis- 
like to ofibiid the sensibility of the moat fastidious 
lover of the institution of slavery. For my part, 
from my soul I commiserate the misfortune of 
those amtingst whom exists ihe institution. But 
we are now discussing a great question iijvolvine 
the interests of every aection of the Union, and 
it is requisite to a correct judgment that all the 
facts should be spread fhirly ocfore the public. 
Compare the free with the slave States; compare 
their railroads and canals, their schools and libra- 
ries, the difference of the price of real eetste in 
the two sections, their capability to pay their just 
proportion of the expenses oT the tSovcrnment, 
ana in everything thai contributes to the great- 
ness of the nation. Are we not paying your 
postage for you while you are refusing to us our 
constitational rights in the limits of your States? 

Id Ike ftee Btaiaa Id 1891 ttacie wen nllroada In opera- 

tkm 13,109 miles. 

In Ikt Slavs Stales 4^9 '■ 

17,817 " 

Ofcanala there were in t854in ttie A«a Btatea, 3,6ftl miles. 
Slave States t,ll6 " 

Public Mtaoobln 1850 In the Ihw Btatss 89,433 

" iUvedtataa 18,507 

PupllsV Mbnol Id the risve State*. S81,8U 

In NewTork sloae 673,981 

In BlI the fie* Siaias S,7B9,MU 

Publte Ubrsriea la the Aw States IJMB 

X «• slave Ststes. 190 

School llbfsrlea la the flee States 11,881 

" " slave States las 

Improved land in the fiw« States and slave 
States, and average value per acre: 

Free 8ta(M. 37 average value peraere,S19 63 

Slave Sioiea hAfm/ftt •- 6 IS 

ITalmproved ia fiee State*. 80,364,734 acres. 

•• " slave Stales.. . .'. l«^78l ,863 - 

PoMags collected, with the cost of the tnuis- 
portation of the mails, for 1655: 

Fret 8tBiet,(eal.^ MjmM eest Drinaspoft., •9,006,905 
Slave 8talea,(ooC.)'l^l9B « « ^^^^ 

. In further corroboration of the difference in the 
prosperity of ihe^ifTerent sections, I will read an 
extract from the speech of Mr. Mamhall, of Vit' 
ginia, delivered in the House of Delegates of the 
State of Virginia, in the year 1833; 

"Slaverr ia rnlnoiif to the white*— retard* improTemeDt— • 
root* oat IndustrioDB poptilatton— baniaheii tbe yeomanry 
of the country — deprivei the apinaer. the weaver, the 
mnitb, tbe >hoMnakar, the carpenter, M emplovinent and 
support. Tbl* evil admit* of no remedy — it Is lncrea*[nj|, 
and will continue to Increaae, ontll tbe whole countiy wul 
be Inundated witb one black wave corerinf iu whole 
extent, with a Aw white fbces here and Utere floating on 
the aurfbce. The maiiter ha* ito capital but what I* veatad 
in bumoo flesh ; the fluber, iUBtead of beir^ richer (br hUr 
*ons, 1* at a lo** tiow to provide for them ; there in no 
divenityAfoccttpailona, no Incentive* to pnterprlt*. Labor 
of every apecle* i* diRreputable, because perfbrmed montif 
by •lave*. Our towns ore atwonary, our villssea almost 
eTemvbeie declining, and tbe nnenl s^wct of tbe country 
mark* the cutae of a waneM. Idle, reokles* populatioa, 
whobave no Interest lBtlHsoU>SDO care not Dowmseh 
it t* Imporeilebed. 

" Public improvement* are neglected, and the entire 
ConlineBt doe* not preeent a leclon (br which nstura has 
done *o mach sod art so liule. If cultivated by IVee labor, 
tbe Boil of VitvlDim i* capable of nutaininf a v«*t popula- 
tion, among whom labor wonld be tiaaocwile, and where 
' tbe busy tmm of men' would teU tbot all were bai»y and 
oUwerefree." 

There is the testimony of a son of Virnnia. 
It is the portraittun of th« bad effbets m tbs 
institution of slavery by a man who was snr- 
rounded by it. 

Mr. Speaker, the question is forced upon us: 
Will we agree to faavesuch States as that described 
•recttd in oor Territories,^^st*ad of Sttttes bks 
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the great and pKMperotw StatM of Ohio, Indiana) 
and IlliDois? Are we to have proaperoua free 
6tate8, or Sutea weighed down by the tacubm 
of sIiLvei!y? It is a question not of party, but 
one for the profound consideration of the people 
of erery section of the Union. It is a quesUoa 
. which goes to the heart of erery lover of his 
country and her prosperity. 

But some of the Opposition party in this House 
claim their recent triumph in the country aa the 
indorsement of slavery extension. I sak gen- 
tlemen to patiaa and consider befiuie they rnch 
tiiat eoneluaion. The northern wing of the Dem- 
«eiatie party appealed ererywhere to the antipa- 
thy of the northern people to the institution of 
•lavery. They charged that the Republicans at 
the laiit seesion voteo to extend slsTery into the 
Territory of Kansas, and that the iJemocraoy 
were opposed to that extension. They held the 
doctrine,that the people of the Territories bad the 
right to exclude sIsTery during their territorial 
existence, by their Territorial Legislature, and 
that they would most certainly do bo. If I mis- 
represent the position of ths northern Democrats 
in the late eonteatfthe members of that party here 
from the North can correct me. There was nota 
northern Democrat who took ground in faror of 
Che extension of slavery ; nor was there one who 
would admit that under the KuMMs-Nebraaka bill 
•lavery could possibly go into either of those 
Territories. Then, sir, if slavery be introduced 
into Kansas, and the schemes of the Democratic 
f>arty, as intimated on this floor and shadowed 
forth in the Cincinnati platform, be carried out, 
there wiU be «. startling reaction in the North 
against duwe men who have pemtiated this 
deception. Let gentlemen who talk of Mtumaf- 
ily remember that a Virginia Democrat canraas- 
jng Indiana with his peculiar notions would be 
as badly defeated as an Indiana Z>emocrat would 
be defeated in Virginia. I hope that the incom- 
ing administration will do its duty. I hope that 
the cry of "Buchanan, Breckinridge, and free 
Kansas" may not prove to be a false cry. I want 
Kansas to he a free State. 1 prefer this to mere 

£&rty considerations. Party is the craBtiure of an 
our; principle survives forever. 
I said in the b^inning, that tht* canvass had 
■ettled no principle tn renrence to this question. 
It would be siatesmanlike as well as manly upon 
the part of the Democracy, if they would at once 
define what they mean by " perfectly free." Do 
they mean by it, that when people go to a Terri- 
tory they shall have the right to prohibit slavery, 
ana exclude it from the Territory during its ter- 
ritorial existence? That is only a northern view 
of the matter, but the doctrine is hooted from boUt 
wings of the Capitol. " Perfectly free" means, 
according to the lateat definition, th^ the people 
are compelled to take slaverv and nura^ it, and 
cannot prohibit it; that it muiff be imposed upon 
them whether they will or not; and that they 
cannot exclude it until they come to form a State 
constitution preparatory to theiradmission into the 
Union as a State. Sir, they are not as free under 
that eonstnietion as are tee people of a State. 
KantQ(^,tOMlay, can abolish slavery if ahe will, 
as also may any other southern State; but those 
gentlemen who are in favor of*' perfect freedom" 
•ay that States may abolish alavery, but that 
the people of a Territory cannot, that Congress 
cannot, and that no power can. Sir, is this 
enlarging the liberties of men? Is this giving 
to men who emigrate to a Territory — and that 
is the argument used in snpport of the measure 
— the same rights they enjoyed in the Slalea? 
This hill in lU ezpoaition, its language, and 
its application, has been a flrkud upon the eoun- 

'^utl do not propose to discuss that question 
now. I say, in conclusion, that whatever con> 
elusions gentlemen may draw ftom this canvass, 
the great prineit^ which ttnderliea tbeplatform 
and aeUon of the Rapubtieaa party win always 
live, and eontimie to live on and on; and when- 
«ver yon attack the outposts of freedom , you will 
find that it will take the possession of this Gtov- 
erfiment, and administer it upon the sams princi- 

Jtlea, and upoe ths aame platfbrm, npon which 
t was aaminirtcwd im tht faetlsr days of the 



THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 

SPEECH OF HON. A. G. BROWN, 
or mssissipn. 

In TBB SuTATB, DeetnAtr 93, ISStt. 
The SesUB bavtog ante eonirideratioB llw awtlea ef 
Hr. Ran to reftr wo mncb of tbe Preaiieitt's Mf age 
relates to fbreiga allUn to the Coounittee on Fonl^ 
BelBiioiu— 

Mr. BROWN said: Mr. President, when the 
Prasident^i msMum eane into the Sisnate, and 
was read by the Secretary, the first proceeding 
that followed was the rising of the Senator from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Halc] to make a violent 
attack on toe President and on the sentiments of 
his message. He baaed that attack chiefiy on 
the ground that the President had intimated a 
purpose in oertain qnartera t6 attack slavery in 
the States. This speech of the Senator from 
New Hampshire was quickly followed by 
apeeohea of a similar character irom the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. SaWAan,] and otlurs on 
that sida of the Chamber who aympathized with 
them. These aasaulta have faUen here aa thfy 
will Ml elsewhere — harmless ahafls. They have 
inflicted no injury on the President, and they 
will inflict none on the great cause which he so 
manfblly defended. 

While assailing the President in ooaTse and 
unseemly pbraae, theae gentlemen hava not failed 
to cover their own poaitiona. In all they have 
said, from the hour uiat the measage was read to 
this, the moat casual observer will not have fitiletT 
to perceive that, on some account, their tactics 
have been changed. The bold and defiant air of 
the conquering hero has given place to the aub- 
dued manner of defeated soldiers. Senators now 
read us long speeobes, indignantly denying what 
I had suppoaed, up to within the last few days, 
was an admitted proposition everywhere, to wit: 
that when the proper time came, slavery was to 
be assaulted in the States. There seems, how- 
ever, to have been a fUling back from this posi- 
tion; Vhy, I certainly do not know, but I have 
a strong suspicion that Keotlemeo have found 
themselves, even at the North, in advance of 
public sentiment, and it has beni found prudent 
at least to fall back on more tenable ground. 

While ve have witnessed this exhibition in 
the Senate, elsewhere an exhibition not less re- 
markable has been going on. PolitiooiM who 
certainly expresa no open sympathy with lhasa 
gentlemen, seem to have been advandM ftom a 
position which they occupied heretofore, and 
taking one in closer proximity to the centlemen 
on the other side of (he Chamber^ My reading- 
of these counter-movements, the falling back of 
the one party and the advancing of the other, is 
this: that they mean for the Ume'being to camp 
in sight of each other, and during the next four 
years to make forays on joint account aminst 
the National Democracy; and when the Presi- 
dential contest of 1S60 comes on, they will go 
into battle under the saaie leader, and fieht under 
banoera so nearly alike that a soldier bektosing 
under one being found fighting under the other, 
will subject himself to no charge of desertion. 
*l was not prepared at first for the indignant 
denials which we have heard from the other aide 
of the Chamber, that there was a purpose to 
assail slawy in the Stales. I was not, because 
at first I did not understand this change tactics; 
I had supposed that gentlemen were more than 
half inclined to have it known that such an attack 
was in contemplation, and that at the proper time 
their puiposeswotild be mode manifest. I knew 
very well it had been quite the eoatom at all times 
when these purposes were directly charged on 
gentlemen, for them to throw them aside with a 
sort of ** Oh no— no we don't — no such thing." 
But the burning indignation which has been lately 
manifested, has struck me with surprise. My 
surprise was nsanifested in the beghaniog of this 
debate. I ventured to quote from memwy oertain 
paBHtgea from the speechea of eeotlemen, maai- 
feating, as 1 then thought, anaatUl think, pur- 
poses altogether different from those avowM in 
this debats. I spoke firora mMiory alone; but 
■iacs then I have given more eritieal attMtion to 
tbe fSMiM ip— Ass of ganllBMin> and cHi«ew 



speak with more seeuraey, and with greater con- 
fidence. I do not mean to say that Senators 
deliberately disavow their real sentiments — that 
would violate the decorum of this body. But 1 
will say that if they have never contemplated an 
attack on slavery m the States, they have been 
singularly unfortunate in the use of hnguage. I 
intend to-day to call particular attention to cer- 
tain ezpreasiona heretofore used by them in the 
diaeuasion of this question. 

But before I do so, let me set not only myself 
right, but let me set those right for whom I qieak. 
I recur very briefly to a speech delivered by 
,myself on the 80th of January, 1850, and shall 
read two or three abort aenteoces from that speech. 
The party with whom I acted at that day, like 
the party with whom l act now, had been accuseii 
of a direct and deliberate purjfbse to bring about 
such a state of public affairs aa moat necessarily 
result in a dissipation of the Union. Denying 
that obatge, speaking tor myself, speaking for 
those who acted with me, spMking,aa I then be- 
lieved, and as I now believe, for the great mass of 
the southern people, I need this language: ^ 

" [ repeat, wa dmeesie Jlsuat ca. Devoted to ilie C«m- 
■titutloQ— rBvereacioc the Unioa— Itoldinf In sacred m- 
membrsnce tbe nanai, the deeda, and the itorlea of our 
cofnoKHi and UhMrioui aoeeatrr— then ts bo ordhiarjr ill 
la wMch wa woald MK bow aoonsr than dlaaalve the pultt. 
ieal asMetalton of OiBaa Biatca. If tft e i e naa anypuiat 
•ban of sbMrinte lutai to omaelves, sad desolsiinn to nor 
conntiy, at which tbsae mrsiiive measitreB woaM cer- 
tainly >t<>Pi wa woald say u oaee, |o to Ibst poiM and |iTC 

aa MMW" 



So I say to^ay, sir. Speaking for myself and 
for those in \ri)oae name I am authorised to 
I declare before the Senate and the worid. 



that this Union has nowhere more devoted fViends 
than they and I. And when I have spoken for 
those fbr irhom 1 am authorized by election to 
apeak, I f^I that I may safely go fbruer and say 
that nineteen-twentieths of the whole people of 
the southern Slates seree with ua. Point out 
any spot short of absolute ruin to ourselves, and 
desolation to our section of the eountryf and 
give ua the guarantee that, when you have gone 
to that point, these aggressive and perplexing 
measnrea, legislative and others, shall certainly 
cease, and we will say to yon at once, go to that 
point. But, sir, I went on that oocasioD, as I do 
now, a step further; I said: 

" Does snr man deiire to kncnr at what time, and fbr 
what eaaie, I would dlMotve the Ualoa ? I will t«ll him : 
At Um Ont moiaant after you eeannunate voor Am act 
of mi iiiiiiiiii npuD ilSTB property, I woula declare tbe 
Union diMolv«d; and for lUa reaaon : toch an act, perpe- 
trated after the warning we liave given Ten, would evince 
a Mttlod pnrpOM lo tBterpoae your satiiority la tbe man- 
agemuit m oar domanic aAln, tboi defrodiitg ub Tron our 
rtfitAil poaiUon a* equals to a nate of dependence bimI 
■ubordinatiiHi. Do not mintalce me; I do not say thai Boch 
an act would, ptr w, Justify dininion ; I do my tint our 
eidoaiOB from tbe TerritoriM would alOM JusM^ it ; 1 do 
ixH My Ibat the dertnictioo of tbe atava trade in the Dia- 
(rict of Columbia, nor even its abolition here, nor yet tbe 
prohibition of Iha slave trade among the States, woidd 
Juiiiiyit. It mar be, that noi one, nor two, nor all of these 
combined, woula Juatift dlraiUon. These are but the in- 
itiative steps— Uiey lead you on toike aMMtyover aa, and 
you shall not take thesa steps." 

I meant, then, Mr. President, to say what I 
say now, that no man in the South haa ever taken 
the ground that the mere act of our exclusion 
from the Territories would dissolve the Union, 
if that could be the end of agitation. No southern 
nuuv has ever taken the ground, and no one takes 
it now, that the abolition of slavery in this Dis- 
trict might not be submitted to, if that was to be 
tbe end. But we have looked, and are looking, 
for the day, and have a right, in consequence of 
the declarations constantly emanatii^ from high 
quarters, to anticipate the hour when the wh«s 
Dorthem Fne^Sou phalanx wiO be tuned loose 
in one mighty assault upon slavery in the Stales. 
I have taught my people, as I would teach them 
to-day, to prepare for this assault. Defend the 
outposts. Yield not an inch of ground. It is 
better to die defending the door-siU than admit 
the enemy and then see the hearth-stone bathed 
in blood. 

On the occasion to which I have referred, I 
drew a picture of what must be our condition if 
dieae sei^emea of emancyation should ever be 
eatried oat. Then, as now, gentlemen denied 
that there was any intention to interfere with 
•Iniwy in tbe Stausi then, as now, we bad 
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■wuranees of ftateroal feelinci on tbe pArt of our 
northern brothers. I repliMl then as I do now: 

" Voo lell ui, rig, then to no intantiai of piutilac w to 
eitrenutiex like theie. I do not doubt tbe unceritf of 
tcnilcmen wbo make this avdwal. If there was flxednen 
in tticir pondona, I would betieve theio— I would tnM 
lieni. If roeraberaorCongratswere tothe political, what 
iian are ta the planetair sjmeni, I would take ttaeiTBOleian 

-and, I hope, Bincere declorailoDa, and be utisfled. I 
ibould feel eecure. Bnt a fbw daya, a brief space, and 
lau will paae away, and your plocea will be filled by meo 
■ore bouUe tban yoa,aiyoaaraiBDn boMila tban 
iredecMaon, anA iba DttttvAe ooiM allwyoiirawHwaa- 
tn will be more lioKile tban tb«y." 

I then thought, ae we all know n0W| that the 
ibolition eestiment at the North wwh ftarfuUr 
Ml the inerense; that, bwstiog the feuera thai 
Mund it to a handfol of dequaed fanatuui, it wra 
nvading all ruks of ■oeiety', end taking captira 
Jtousanda and bondreds ot thooaandei who r 
'ew jreara ago spurned it as a riper, and shunned 
t as. Lhey would a peattlence. What have we 
tot Been and heard? Within tbe last few days 
we have beard aentiments avowed on this floor, 
Khich, a few years ago, would have found no 
■ponaor anywhere outaide of an abolition con- 
tention, Now they ore responded to by a lai;ge 
sinority bere, and by a much larger minority, 
fnot, indeed, a majority in the otho: House 
tf Congress. We canaot close our eyes to 
he light that is before us^ We have seen this 
MU-ty rise from a little, despified band, and grow 
uronger and stronger, until itmarchea in triumph 
hrough twelve northern Suites, and is defeated 

the remaining four by a vote so close, as to 
nake our victory over it almost a defeat. Was 
: not right, then, in refDsingtotakethepromiaes 
>f these men i Where are the men of tnat day i 
jrone, air, gone. Go to the other House, and you 
vill find their places filled by the men whose 
wmingi predicted five years i^. 

Mr.Tresident, it is not my porpoae to charge 
Senators with fUsehood, and certainly I shall not 
kSBume the privily of counseling those opjxiaed 
« me; but there can be no harm in my saying 
:o the Free-Soil portion of the Senate, yoarsnp- 
loriers at home do not believe you are sincere in 
leclaring your opposition to any interference 
urith slavery in the States. Thev know that, 
vithout such interference, there will never be one 
wndman less; and whenever you eonTince them 
hat you are sincere, they will turn you out, and 
lend others here more hostile tondavery than you, 
wyouare more hbstile than those woo went be- 
ere you. And, to tell the truth, I think they will 
■erve you right in turmng you out. Ifyoudidnot 
Bean to attack slavery in tbe Slates, you ought 
tot to have taught otlierB to believe vou did— and' 
his you did, as I aball now proceed to show. 

I take tbe first in age amtmg you, as be is cer- 
ainly first in talent and posidon, the Senativ fnna 
!few Yoric, [Mr. Sbwud.] When, the other 
lay, I bad occasion to quote by memory from a 
'ery remarkable speedi of that Senator, he did 
lot deny the accuracy of my quotation, but, as 
lenatora will recollect, he referred me to Red- 
ield's edition of his speeches, and avowed' his 
rillingneas to abide by anything found in those 
'olumes. I called at the I<ibrary, and Ailed to ob- 
■in the books. Commnnicating that Act to tbe 
lenator, I do him the justice in this- public maor- 
ler to say, that he was so kind a» to present- me 
rith a copy of- faio spaoohes, a volume of wUdi 

now hold in my haiid . Unlike my firiend ftom 
Tennessee, [Mr. Johei,] I mean to take these 
vlumes home. I mean to showmy constituents, 
ronn an authorized edition of tbe Senator's 
meeches, how much of venom against them, and 
neir in8litutions,.he has mana^d.to compress 
sithin the narrow liouts of a little volume like 
his; and,if the Senate will induce me, I will give 

1 specimen now — not only for the edificfUion of 
he Senate, but for the information of all inde- 
wndent outsiders. In a speech delivered by the 
Senator from New York, at Cleveland, in 1848, 
le used this laneoage — I read from the third 
'olume of Redfield'a edition of the speeches of 
iViLLiAM H. Seward: 

'< < Wtaat, tbeo !' you ny, ' can nothlnf be done for (Vee- 
lora, because tbe public conaclntce la Inert !' Yea, much 
;an be dooe— everythiny can be done. Slavery can be 
iniiiei] to its prevent boundi; itcanbeamelloiaud; itam 
ie,and«iuitht,iaolMtai tmd you amd I tanaadmmuH* U. 
The laak f « aa simple and eaav as its comaMaatlon wU te 
wneaeent, and its nwanti luniovh" 



Sir, I asked tbe Senator the other day, speak- 
ing from memory, aa I ask him noV, speaking 
from ao authoriised edition of bis-j^wscbas, what 
didhemeanby thatlangoage? When addressing 
himself to a northern amlience, he said, * ' Slavery 
can and m^et be aboli^ed, and you and 1 can 
and must do it!" What did be mean if he did 
not contemplate an attack upon slavery in tbe 
States? Was it to be done by the concurrence 
of the southern States, as the Senator would now 
neranade ua be means to have it done if it shall 
be doneat all? If so, why did not the Senator 
so declare at the time? Why, addressing u 
audience hostile to sl&verr, and whom be was 
perssading to beeomooiiUmorei hostile, did be 
my, " Slavny oaa and mosfr be abt^iahed, and 
. youand Icanand.mostdoit?'*' DidtheSenator 
: aa^pate tbe concurrence of tbe South i Then, 
why no allusion to tbe South ? Did he anticipate 
that the Sooth wu to do the work unaided by 
tbe North? Then, whyaweal to the Morth? 
Bat I go on with his speech: 

" Wberein do tbe strength and eecnrlty of ilaTery lie ? 
Vo« aaavrer that they lie in the Constitution of the United 
Btaua, and the oonMUatttML and lam of aU slaveboldinii 
States. Not at alL They lia in the enoaeona wntljoem 
of the AsMiieea pesplo. OoMnrtmoKS im uwa gak 
MO MOKB aiss Asova Tua vibtoc or ths pioplk (Am tA« 
HmfU ^rtam cm cUmt dove itt mUm tpriitg. Inculcate, 
then, the love of raaasoic. and the equal ri^ta of man, 
uDBer tbe fatmntatroof: see to ii mat tbey are taught in the 
•cfteotf and la tbe elutreku ; reform your own code— bztbhd 
A ooaniAX waLoOMK to thb meiTiTB who lavb hib 
WBijtx Line AT TOOK Doox, and d^md Um aa you would 
your paternal cod* ; conect your own erm, that riarcry has 
any caosUtutionBl Kuarantee which may not be released, 
and ought not to be relinqniriied." 

Here we have it, sir. The Senator from New 
York meditates no attack on slavery in tbe States. 
Oh no, not he. He only desires the northem 
people to understand how much they are at lib^ 
erty to hate slavery. Their indignation need not 
be restrained by any vulgar fancy that slavery is 

Srotected by the Constitution or the laws, either 
tate or National. Their virtue can rise above 
the Constitution and the laws. The way is 
pointed oat: inculcate the love of ,>Vmi|0h»— that 
is, h<wUlity to slavery— under the patermd roof. 
Yes, teach your children to lisp with their Mriieet 
breath anathemas against the South. Teach it 
in the schools. Let the schoolmaster underatand 
that he has a higher duty to perform than merely 
to educate hia pupils. He may teach them to 
read and write, instruct thero in geography, and 
point them to the great moral laws that govern 
tbe universe, and yet there is a higher duty for 
him to perform. He muht teach them to hate 
slavery, so that when they are grown up men 
and women the Constitution and laws shall not 
riae above their virtue. Tbe servant of God, as 
he ascends the sacred desk, is told by the Senator 
from New York to preach, not Ghnst and Him 
crucified, but ft-sedom — freedom to all mankind, 
and freedom eape; ially to the poor down-trodden 
al&re. And yet the Senator has no purpose now, 
or at any time to come, to attack slavery in the 
States. Then, why this teaching? Why teach 
children under the paternal roof to hate alavery i 
Why teacb it in thescfaoolaand in thechurchea? 
Why reverse the scriptural admonition, to \a0 
your nei^boa as yotursdvea, and thus teach ail 
mankindio hate the Soudi and despise its people ? 
If there is- no purpose to interfere with the South, 
its people, or its institutions, to what end Aom 
the Senator direct all this advice? 

Mr. President, the Senator gives us the key to 
his motive. He says, on pafe 303of the volume 
in my hand, '* Whenever' —yes, sir, mark it 
well — " whenever tbe public mind shall will the 
abolition of alavery, the way will open for it," 
There it is, air, whenever tbe pubbc mind aball 
will the abolition of slavery; and then be says, 
in plain Saxon: '* Prepare the public mind under 
the paternal roof— prepare it in the schools and 
in the churchea— when it is ready the way will 
open for it. " But the Senator has no .purpose to 
interfere with slavery in the States — good, easy 
man ! — he only wants to prove that tbe Constitu- 
tion and laws cannot rise above the virtue of the 
people. Mr. President, I give the Senatorcredit 
for all tbe talents he poasesses; but he has no 
right to assume that all the rest of mankiud are 
foola. 

" Say to idaveiy," aays the Senator, ** when it 
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shows its bond, and demands tbe ponnd of flesh, 
that if it draws one drop of blood its life shall pay 
tbe forfeit." What does that mean ? What ii 
ths bond here alluded to but the Federal Consti- 
tution } When the maaUr comes wiUi Oiat Con- 
sUtution in one hand, and the laws enacted in 
pursuance of it in the other, and demands the 
return of his Aigitive slave, who perchance bae 
taken shelter under the very roof of the Senator 
n-om N^v York, that Senator says, like Shy- 
lock's jodoe, ** Xea, I award yon the return of 
the elavej out I impose conditions— each oondi- 
tions aa must forever render my Judgment inop- 
emtive and void. You have « right, under the 
Constitution, to your shtva; tbe law doth give it, 
aod I award it— take your pound of flesh, but 
spill not one drop of Uoodi take, your slave, 
but bo cautions that tou tottch not even tbe 
hem of the garments or freedom; for if you do, 
your life shell pay the forfeit." Soch, sir, are 
the teachings of the Senator; sach his ethics; 
st»ch that moral law of the people over wbidi the 
Constitution can no more uimo than the etream 
can rise above its native spring ! 

Bnt again: " Extend a cordial welcome to tbe 
f^itive who lays his weary.ltmbs at your door, 
and defend him as you would your paternal 
^ode." True, the Conetitution declares that fugi- 
Uves shall be delivered up. But I tell you, says 
tbe Senator, that **elavery has no oonstimtional 
guantotee that may not be releaaed." Diaobey 
the Constitution; give a cordial welcome to the 
fugitive; defend hiin as you would your paternal 
gods; strike down the master, and set the bond- 
man free. The Constitution mayaanctioB iria* 
very— the Bible may tolerate it— Ood may have 
ordained it; but what of all that? We must have 
a higher Uiw. 

If it shall be shown that the ConstitutioD 
BUistions Blaverr, we will denund an anti-slavery . 
Constitulttm; if the BUile tolerates slavery, we 
will demand wand-slavery Bible; let it be provui 
that Ood ordains slavery, and we will shriek for 
an anti-alavery God. Thus is tbe Constitution 
denounced, tbe Bible derided, and God insulted 
on his throne tjV men who impiously endeavor 
to prove what the Constitution, th^^le, and 
God himsdf deny— that a neg^ro is tbe white 
man's equal. But there is do intention to inter- ' 
fere with slavery in the States. We mean to 
abolish it; we mean to teach aboiiUon in the 
schools and in the churehes, and under the pater- 
nal roof; we must defend runaway negroea as we 
would our patenud gode; we must correct our 
error that the Conatilution gives any protection 
to slavery which we may not release; and above 
all, we must teach the people that their virtue is 
not to be overcome by the Constitution; only let 
their minds be prepared for abolition, and the 
way will open. But we mtut not interfere widi 
slavery in the States. Will the Senator tell us 
what slavery it ia he meana to abolish, if it js not 
slavery in tbe States? Does he know of any 
.slavery anywhere else but in the States? 

We have had intimations that the enemie* 
of domestic slavery expect their fln^ triumph 
through the action of the southern States— that 
by a sort of " moral suasion," the owners of 
slaves will be induced finally to give them up. 
On this precise point I shall have something to 
say presently. Before I proceed to that point, 
however, 4et me make passing allusion to the 
higher-law doctrine of the- Senator from New 
York. From tbe first volume of Redfield'a na- 
thorized edition of the Senator's speeches, I read 
the following: 

« We hold no aiUtisry unborityever anything, wlietbec 
aequired lawfhlly or aetaed by nsnipatlon. Tba Constim- 
Uon regnlatea our •tewaidahlp; tbe Cooatinition denMes 
the domain to anion, to Jnatlee,1odeftaae, to welfhre, and 
to Ubec^. Bdt Tsaaa is.a RMnaa law tbah thk Con- 
■rmmos wbiob rcgalana onr authcwity over the domain. >' 

A higher law,I The Sen^r, by universal 
admission, hn» the honor, if it be ao honor, of 
having first taught in the political schools of oor 
country, thia doctrine of a higher law. I want 
to show how apt some of his scholars are. Some 
of tbe pupils of the distinguished Senator from 
New York assembled in convention in the State , 
<^ Ohio for the purposs of nominating a candidate 
for Governor, and resolved aa follows: 
' "Aaioiea^ Itat we canaot rwMfl, nor cut waeoiyMi 
is, Iboss *to«^'|^octofi of fiS^ IC^^I^H^ 
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Hm <^ove tlM l&wa of God ; dot can we eonenr In tfaelr 
tMcUnni tl>u lh« £>Mm l»W ia tubject to eongrtmtaitml 

<■ AnoJoed, Tlwt we berebr It to be distiiictiy an- 
deratood br tfaia ntUon and the worid, tbu, ti Abolition- 
Ufa, coniidsring thu tbe Mranfth of our caoM Um in ita 
H^teouHnen, and onr bopei fur it la our eanfbriDilr to the 
laws of God, and our aapportlbr lh*i ri|ht« of man, we owe 
to Uie SoDcrtlfn RuUr of IMe VtUiw, M a proof of our 
allegiance to Him In all onr eiril nlstkMi and ofllce*r 
whether aa fttendt, citiaen*, or as public Atnctjonanee, 
■worn to mvporf tk» CorutOuUon. 9j U« UnM SM m, to 
Rgard and treat the third clauae of the Inttrumenl, when- 
CT^r applied In tbeesM or a roamva slate, crrxKt.T 
MOi,!. VOID, and conanqnentty M foming m> part of 
the CDniiittttion of the United Statea, wbumr we are 
called npoa or swora to support it." 

Then \% the result of the Seiutor'a teachinn. 
He OKs the influence of hia ffreat name aixl his 
liigh position to deetaref benra the Senate and 
to the world, that there u a law hiffher than the 
Conatitution, Hispupils, taking up the doctrine, 
declare that, when they are awom to support the 
Conetitution, they are at liberty to treat aa null 
and roid that clause which requires the return of 
a fu^tife slaTe. Whether the pupils understand 
precisely as the inatnictor intended to teach, it is 
not my Dusineaa to determine. That is a duty 
which devolres on the Senator himself. It la 
sufficient for me to know that he has taught (hem 
to iielieTe there is a law higher than the Conati- 
tution, and that they, foluiwing his teachings, 
repudiate the Constitution and spurn the obliga- 
tiona of the oath that binds them to support it. 
One set of his admiring friends march right home 
to victory by planting their feet on the neck of 
the Consiitation, ana another part cry out fo r an 
anii-slarery Constitution, anti-slavery Bible, and 
antMilavery God. 

But, sir, 1 have other speeches not contained 
in an aalhorized edition of the Senator's works, 
but 1 suppose from the title page not less entitled 
tocredit. 1 rewlfromapampMet,entitled, "The 
Dangers of Extending Slavery; and the Contest 
and the Crisis, two speeclies of William H. Sew- 
ard, published by the Republican Association : the 
tenth Engliah edition; Buell & Blanchard, print- 
ers, Wadiiiuton, D. C." The speeches must 
have been publishedin very small editioDSf or have 
received great &Tor in eertud qbartsrs. Now I 
beg to cdl^tention to a few passages from the 
speeeh delivered at Albany^ October 13, 1855. 

J do so for several reasons, and among them, 
for this reason: I want to show how little was 
thought of the idea of moral suasion', of abolish- 
iiac slavery Uirough the consent of the masterst 
when this speech was made. This idea of moral 
suasion— or bringing up the owners of slaves to 
the great work of emancipation — was not thought 
of when this speech wasdeiivered. The Senator 
is too well acquainted with the spring of human 
action to suppose that he could ever lOduoe slave- 
holders to adopt liis ideas 1^ language such as I 
shall now read: 

" All agna ifcat In eveiyease, and tbrooAMi ill bassfda, 
ariatoeracy hum be aUNned and avaldM, and r^iAlleas 
toiUiniiotw niui be defbnded and preaarved. 

" Think it not etrtinge or exmvasant when I My that an 
nriitocracjp has already aiiaen here, and ti alrta^ 

tmiermtninf Ikt lUpuMc. An aifatoaaer coald not aiiM 
In any couuliy whera there wss no vritiUged Oam, and no 
afwclalfbnndatioBOOwlilchiuichaclaaiConld permaneoUy 
■land. On the coninuy, every State, however republican 
IM Constlintlon may be, ii aure to became an orisiocncy, 
sooner or later, If It has a friviUged ebn* standing Armly 
en an endiufng aparial AnindMkiB; and if that ebua is con- 
tinually grawrnzMnBger and Btronger, and the naprtvll^ed 
elBMes are continually gnwlng weaker and weaker. 

« A prlvlletted claaa has eiisied in thfa conntnr, ftom an 
early pca^ of lis aetdeBenl. ««MtoUert CMNtiMa Mof 
dsaa. Tbey have a apeeial fbandatian on frtkb ta stand 
— aaauly, ftnoaa l iamatom eaer rinca." 

Was it by language such as this that the Sen- 
ator hoped to bnag the slaveholders to the point 
of joining in his great scheme of emancipation ? 
Waa there ever an attack more inaidloua, or one 
better calculated to bring the slaveholder into dis- 
credit? A little furtfaeron, the Senator exclaims: 
" Oh, how blessed a thing it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity 1'' He comes to bury 
Cresar, not to praise him. While he speaks of 
his brethren of the South, he teaches others to 
regard them as enemies. He says they are the 
enemies of liberty already engaged in undermin- 
ing the Bepublie. 

The Senator's audience on the oeeasion referred 
to, were told plainly that the sUnholders of the 
fiouth eonsiittttod a privileged daw an aristoc- 



racy — and that an aristoemey was dangerous to^ 
the exiatencg of the Republic. Why did he thus 
teach, unless* he meant to bring this privileged 
class into reproach i If there be in the South a 
privil^ed class— an aristocracy, in the language 
of the senator^-and that aristocracv is dangerous 
to the existence of the Republic, does the Sena- 
tor propose no remedy? Does he mean simply 
to complain of the existence of the evil without 
attempting, in any capacity whatever, to remedy 
thateviH He goes on: 

" The splril of the revohitlonary age waa adverse to that 
privileged class. Ajiwrica and Europe were flnnly engaged 
then in prosecuting what waa enwcied lo be a speedy, 
conpleie, and wifasras i «6eilHMi qf .^/Hemslmry.^ 

Here again the universal abolition of Afitioua 
slavery is spoken of as an act necessary lo plaee 
the Oorernment in harmony with the s(Hrit of the 
revolutionary age. Still, there was no design to 
interfere with slavery in the States. The great 
scheme of untvenai sboJtXien waa to be carri^ 
out through the influence of moral suasion, and 
that influence waa to be affectually exerted by 
calling the slaveholders a privileged class, an 
aristocracy whose special pnvileeea were dan- 
gerous to the Republic* ana the uberties of the 
petMiIe. 

<• O BhssM ! wtiers te ibrMorii 

See how the Senator lays down one proposition 
after another, dove-tailine each into itspredecv- 
aor in a'manner to draw the public mind to a par- 
ticular conclusion, that contduaion being that by 
all the memories of their revolutionary sires, by 
all their hopes of preserving repuUieanism in 
this country, they are called upon to wage a 
ceaseless, unrelenting, and never-dying warfare 
onalavery wherever it exists; and yet the Senator 
cornea here to-day and says: ** No; I indignantly 
repudiate the idea that either I or my frieni» 
ever dreamed of assailing slavery in the States. " 
After going on through a long argument, which 
1 have no time to read, nor the Senate patience 
to hear, the Senator says — I read again from the 
Albany speech: 

"I will only aak, In coneludinglhlibQiniUBling rehearsal, 
whetber there is not in this favored country a privileged ' 
class ; whether Itdoesnotsiand mi an enduring foundation; 
whetber It ts not growing stmogcr and stranger, while the 
unprivileged class grows w«aker and weaker ; whether Ita 
fuilher growth and extent would not be, not merely^eirl- 
menial, but dangerous ; and whether there is any hops to 
arreat that frowiii and extension iiereafter, if the attempt 
shall not be made now 

<* The chance thai has become at last so necessary is as 
easy to be made as it Is necewary. Tke tntole mu»W ef 
OaedtaUtn b tnU tkrtM kuairad and fijt^ UohmhU, one 
hundredth part of uie entlfeiKqMilatkw oftbeeonntiy. If 
you add their parents, ebildren, iBunedlatC felailve8,aad 
dependenu, tlfey are two niillioBa-4>n»-ftlle«nlb part of 
the AatBrican people." 

What, sir, is the object — the purpose, of the 
Senator in making these declarations? Why 
does he proclaim that this privileged class in the 
South is dangerous to republican institutions — 
that it exists there in violation of the givat prin- 
ciple for which the revolutionary battles were 
fought, and that those who uphold it are only 
three hundred and fifty thousand f For what 
purpose, let me ask you, did the Senator from 
New York present the case in this form to the 
mind of his audience at Albany ? That Senator 
wver speaks without a purpose. He does not 
explain; and, if he will not, I needs must be lefl 
to the resources of my own mind for an answer. 

The Senator knew that no chord in the heart of 
our people was so easily touched, or responded so 
promptly, as that one which binds it to the mem- 
ories of the Revolution, and he rightly concluded 
that our people everywhere, North and South, 
were deeply imbued with republican eentimenu. 
If, then, ne could persuade them that there waa 
a little handful of three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand slaveholders at the South warring against 
the great principles establiehed in our Revolution, 
and oreaking down republican institutions in the 
country, why, then, the twenty-five millions who 
do not belong to this privileged class — to this 
aristocracy, would rise up, ancTwiu. the abolition 
of slavery — and then, in nia own language, there 
being " a will, Vu teoy veovM open far U. " 

It IS not my business to explore the recesses of 
any man^ heart; but I apprehend the object of 
the Senator in meJcing the speech to which I have 
alluded, was to persuade the miehty North that 
it ought to mU tne abolition of sutvery. He told 



them of its dangerous tendencies. He pointed 
to the feeble prop by which it is sustained. It is 
upheld, said ne, by only three hundred and fifly 
thousand slavehoidere; and you who are not 
slaveholders are more than twenty-five milliona 
of people; only have the will to overthrow this 
great monstrosity, and the way will immediately 
open to you! Such, if not tne language, is at 
least the teaching of the Senator from New York; 
and yet he comes to the Senate to-day to tell us 
he«ever contemplated, nevercounseled, and never 
believed anyboay else contemplated, or coun- 
seled, an attack on slavery in the States ! 
But, Mr. President, there is a deeper meaning 
i^^r significance to ihia speech of the Sen- 
ator. There are three hundred and fifty thotiaand 
slareholding arittooimu in the South, says the 
Senator— men at war with liberty, and dangerous 
to the Republic. They are only one in one hun- 
dred of the entire population; or if you add, he 
says, *' the children, relatives, and dependenu, 
they are one in fifteen;" conaequently, fourteen 

Grls out of every fifteen of the entire population 
ve no interest in slavery. They are, aa he 
seems lo conclude, mere hewers of wood and 
drawers of water to the sisveholding aristocrats. 

These su^estions comefromnofnendly spirit, 
Mr. President. They open a wide field for spec- 
ulation; and if I did not feel that there was a 
necessity for my being brief, I would ask the 
Senator to join me in a ramble through that field. 
To him it is not a field of treasurra, as he sup- 
poses. If he expects, by appeals like these, to 
turn the hearts of the non-alaveholders of the 
South ogainat slavery, he will miss his aim. 
They may have no pecuniary interest in slavery, 
but they have a social interest at stake that is 
worth more to them than all the wealth of all the 
Indies. Suppose the Senator shall aucceed in 
his ideas of universal abolition — what is to be 
the social condition of the races in the South 
Can they live together in peace? No one pre- 
tends to think they can. Will the white man be 
allowed to maintain his superiority there? Let 
us examine this proposition. There are in my 
State about three hundred and fifty thousand 
whites, and about an equal number of blacks. 
Supposethenegroeswereallsetfree. Whatwould 
be the immediate and necessary consequence ? A 
stru^le for the supremacy would instantly ensue. 
White immigration to the State would cease of 
course. The whites already there would have 
but little motive to stmnrle in the maintenance 
of the unequal content between the bladn and 
their millions of sympathizing friends in the free 
States. The consequence would be that the men 
of fortune would gather up their transferable 
property, and seekahome in some other country. 
The poor men — those of little means — the ver^ 
men on whom the Senator relies to aid him in 
carrying out his great scheme of emandpation, 
would alone be compelled to remain: their pov- 
erty, and not their will, would compel thera to 
remain. In the course of a few years, with no 
one going to the State, and thousands on thou- 
santw leaving it in one constant stream, die pres- 
ent equilibrium between the races would be lost. 
In a »w years, the disparity would probably be 
some three, four, or five to one in favor of the 
blacks. In tbi« state of things, it is not difficult 
to see what would be the white roan's condition. 
If he should be allowed to maintain his equajity 
he might think himself fortunate; superiority 
would be a thing not to be dreamed of. The 
negroes being vastly in the majority, would prob- 
ably claim the ascendency in the social, and in all 
other circles. If the white man, reduced to such 
a condition, were allowed lo marry bis sons to 
negro wives, or his daughters to negro husbands, 
he might bless hia stars. If the Senator from 
New York expects the aid of non-slaveholders in 
the South in bringiiw about this slate of social 
relations, let me tell nim he is greatly mistaken. 
If I had to take my choice tO'day between an 
army of laige slaveholders and an army of non- 
slaveholders to defend the institutions of the 
Soud), I would take the latter. Th^ first would 
fight to defend their Qroperty, the last to main- 
tain their social supenority; the one would see 
an outlet after defeat, the other would see them- 
selves degraded below the level of the negroes, 
their soos married lBr~mro wivesl and their 
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laughters consigned to the embraces of neero 
luabaitils. I telfthe Senator that his philoaophy 
las failed — hia fine-apuQ theories will all explode, 
vheii submitted to the teat of the plain, commoD 
lense of the Don-slaTeholding population of the 
louthern States. 

TtiG Senator from Masaacfauaetts fMr. Wil- 
os] vTAs equally particular with the Senator 
^om New Vbrkt to assure us that be cootem- 
)lated no attack OQ ilaTery in the States. Indeed 
te became somewluu iodttnant at the idea that 
jty one should intimate that he bad ever contem- 
ilated any such tbine. 1 have no authorized 
dition of the Senator s speeches; and if I read 
lim incorrectly, he is present, I am glad to see, 
nd will no doubt correct me. The Senator 
:now8 what the Anti-Slavery party mean to do — 

mean the Garrison and Wendell Phillips party. 
iid the Senator from Massachusetts use tlus 
anguage: 

■' The .^nU-SUMTy party alone ia loo weak. Tbey are 
tw hi numben, ibaug» tbeir policy, I belleTe, will yet be 
mprened upon Itie eountrr, m fiU Hm* it «m yet.** 

The Senator, t repeat, knows who the Anti- 
Slavery partv are. and he knows their purposes. 
!)id he use tnat laitfuase? If he did, the infer- 
nee ia irresistible that be beUeved in the louod- 
less of the ODti-slaTery theories, and was ready 
embrace them at the right time. If he did not 
believe, and was not so ready, why did he 
leclare, " but the time is not Tet?'* 

Mr. WILSON. WUl the Senator allow me to 
aake an explanation ? 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. I beg leave to assure the Sen- 
tor from Mississippi that the object of my 
nakin^ that statement was not to refer to the 
Sarrison Abolitionists as the anti-okvery men, 
ir the radical or Oerrit Smith Abolitiooists; but 
apeak of the anti-slavery men of the country 
vhose aentimenta were embodied in the Bl^^do 
ilatform of 1848, and the Pittsbunf platfbrm of 
.852. The doctrinea of the Free-^il party were 
he doctrines to which I referred. I said that 
hoae who agreed in those platforms were in a 
imall minority. I believed the aentiments em- 
)odied in thoee platforms were correct, and would 
ret be impressed on the country. Nothing in 
hose platforms contemplates any action by the 
Congress of the United Stales, or any interference 
vhuever with slavery in the slaTeboldinf States 
& the Union. 1 never entertained the thought 
hat we had that power, and I never proposed to 
laurp or exercise it. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. Preaident, the Senator 
idmita that be used the language, but avoids its 
brce by saying, in effect, that it was addressed 
o parties other than those I have named. The 
anguoge was addressed to some one who was 
n advance of the Senator; and whether it was 
jiarrison or Gerrit Smith, or some one of leas 
■Itra views, makes but little diffbrence. It is the 
anguage of entreaty, addressed to some one im- 
>loringhim not to go so fhst. He says your senti- 
nents are all right, but the time has not come for 
mpressing them on the country. I submit to the 
Senate how far any party must have gone when 
he Senator from Massachusetts had to ctdl on 
hem to atop; and I submit to ibe Senator him- 
lelf, whether he did not contemplate an advance 
novementwben he said, " The time is not yet." 

The Senator will pardon me if I say these are 
lignificant declarations; and when coupled with 
'emarks, such as those I have quoted from the 
ipcecbes of his friend from New York, they 
)ecome toojpotential to be passed by in silence. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am inter- 
isled very much in this ar^ment of the honor- 
ible Senator, and I think it is a very fair and 
senatorial mode of proceeding. I have not the 
east objection whatever to his analysis of the 
irguments and speeches which I have made. It 
!s not my purpose to answer; but I know the 
bonorable Senator ia proceeding in a manner 
which indicates what I might expect from bim, 
birneas. I beg leave to soy now, rather than at 
some other time in the debate, that I appeal to 
bim, in Uie revision of hia remarks, not to over- 
itjite, as I think he baa erroneously done, dis- 
claimers and deniaJs which he assumes I have 
mode htre in th^ debate. On referring to the few 
remarks which I oddresMd to the Senate, on the 
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first day that this question arose, he will see the 
precise extent to which I did go; and I would not 
have him present me to the people of the country 
as denying or discloming anything more than i 
have actually done, and tknow he does not wish 
it. I hope the honorable Senator will excuse me 
for interrupting him on this particular point, as I 
have no wish to interfere with his argument. 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly; I do not wish, at 
this particular point, to review what I have said 
in regard to the Senator from New York, my 

K resent dealing being with the Senator from 
laasacbusetts. I turn over to another produc- 
tion of the honorable Senator. When 1 stated 
the other day that there had been a sort of billing 
and cooing, a sort of caressing, a sort of old-fiish- 
ioned courtship, between certain gentlemen here 
and the ultra- Aboli lion party, the Senator and 
his friends came forward and very indignantly 
denied it. Denials have come upon us thick and 
fast from that d^y to this, not only through the 
Senators, but througk their newsp^r journals 
alloverthecouDtiy. I have had a perfect shower 
of newapapera rained on me from every part of 
the country, all indignantly denying that I was 
at all right in assuming that there was any sort 
of attempt to get up a political marriage between 
the Abolitionists of the Garrison and Wendell 
Phillips school and the Black Republican party. 
I ask the Senator from Massachusetts woether 
he did not, on the 30th of June, 1855, addreaa 
this letter to Wendell Phillips? I need not say 
to the Senate who Wendell Phillips is. It is 
sufficient to say that he "out-Heroda Herod," 
he " out-Garrisons Garrisoo," he ** out-Parkers 
Parker." He goes fVirther than the renowned 
Beecher himseln This, I understand, to be the 
letter of the Senator: 

" I bi^, taj dear sir, that we stall all Mifve to wfM» ami 
eovMMmtktjTitndioffrtalovti ttiU wa tbtll (brvet taek 
oaer**/aiilbaM{ftorf-<MNl9mlntbepani and all Tabor to 
■ecnre that ooCpentlon by mileJi alone rat suvs is to 
BS BMAXOIFATS9,' (mrf U« dosriiuMoM ^ Ai* MMlar >r»k«n. 
Let lu remember that more tbso Ures MrflHmuo/ hmAxit, 
Broaning under namelew woss, denMod tbU we riisll cesM 
to reproach each other, and loU we labor for their Dsiiv- 

BUHCE." 

Did the Senator write that letter? 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator allow me a 
word on that subject? He has put a categorical 
question. I am ready to answer the question; 
but I would like to put my own caastruetioa on 
that letter. 

Mr. BROWN. Any eonstraetion die SAiator 
pleases. I cannot say that I will adopt bis con- 
struction, but I will bear it. 

Mr. WILSON. Well, Mr. President, I re- 
ceived an invitation from Wendell Phillips to 
attend a meeting, and to address that meeting. 
I wrote that letter. 

Mr. BROWN. So I thought. 

Mr. WILSON. I agree to every word of it 
now, as I did then, ana there is nothing in that 
letter inconsistent with anything I have uttered 
upon this floor. I am opposed to slavery. I am 
in favor of its abolition everywhere where I have 
the power. Mr. Phillips, as the Senator aavs, 
takes extreme views. I differfrom him alloeetner 
in regard to them. He ia a gentleman of great 
talent and character — in my opinion the greatest 
living orator on this continent. I have heard no 
man in the country during the last twenty years 
— and I have beard the foremost, orators of the 
country — that I- consider bis equal. 

My idea is this: t want all men who are 
opiMMed to slavery to takeamoderateandreoson- 
able poaition, to abandon the extreme notions 
which thoae men entertain, to oppoae the exten- 
aion of alavery, separate the Federal Government 
from its connection with it, banish' the negro dis- 
cussions tha't we are having in these Huls, an^ 
leave alavery in the slave States, where the Consti- 
tution leaves it, to the care of Uie people of those 
several States. I believe that when that ia done 
the liberal, high-minded, just men of the South 
will in their own time and in their own way bring 
about a safe emancipation. That is my view of 
the matter. It was so then, and u so now. 

Mr. BROWN. Well, Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator admits that he wrote the letter. My cliarge 
was, that there was an attempt, on the part of 
these Republican Senators, to get up a political 
marriage with the Abeliiionieui, and the denial 
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was to that charge. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts denied the charge, and was at great pains, 
in his speech the other day, to complain tliat I had 
made certain remarks in reference to Garrison and 
bis friends, and had coupled them with the Sen- 
ator and his friends; in tdl of which be intended 
to discard the idea that there was any kind of 
affiliation or political association between the Re- 
publican Senators here and these ultra-Abolition- 
isu out of doors; and yet, when I introduce a 
letter which comes precisely to the point, ahow 
tng that the Senator bimeelf had addressed one 
of the extremest of these men, saying: *' You and 
I ought to act together; you and I must act to- 
gether; three millions of bondmen groan, and 

rou and I must come to their deliverance;" when 
show that the Senator addressed this appeal to 
the most ultra of the Abolitionists, the Senator 
comes forward to ptdliate. But,sir,whatbeeoiiMa 
of his denial that be ever courted ^e support or 

cooperation of these people 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator allbv me a 
word ? , 
Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir; certainly. 
Mr. WILSON. I made the denial; I make it 
now. The Garrison Abolitionists do not vole. 
I believe them to be sincerely opposed to slavery, 
but they do not vote. They have taken positiona 
which, in my judgment, are wrong. What I 
wished was uis: to have the men wno act with 
them abandon their extreme notions, and take a 
moderate position, and stand where we stand — 
upon a purely constitutional and national basis. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, sir, whv did the Sena- 
tor says to Mr. Phillips, "Let na all labor tc^tether 
to secure the cooperation by which alone the 
slave is to be emancipated, and the domiaatLon 
of hi* master broken?^' 
Mr. WILSON. I explained that. 
Mr. BROWN. Is not that the precise point 
to which Pbillipe is fighting — to emancipala the 
slave and breiuc the domination of hia master? 
Where ? In the States. Ia there slavery any- 
where else but in the States^ When you eman' 
cipate tlie alave, you muat emancipate the slave 
in the States; and when you break the domination 
of the master, there is no domination to be broken 
anywhere but in the States. Then, when tha 
Senator said toPhillipe,"LetuBalt labor together 
to this end," was he not inviting Phillips on to 
his own {^tform, or was he saying to Phillips, 
"My dear Phillips, let me get on to your plat> 
form." [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I think the 
Senator is entirely mistaken, and is pushing that 
point further than it can be legitimately carried. 
My idea ia, and was then, that the way to break 
the domination of the master over the Govern- 
ment of the country and over the slave is, so far 
as we are a nation, to prevent the extension or 
existence of slavery outside of the slave Stales, 
and then to leave the matter with them to settle, 
because it is the only constitutional way, and the 
only way in which I believe it can ever be done 
peaceably. In my judgment, this Federal Gov- 
ernment cannot interfere for the alxdition of sla- 
very in the States without endangering the safety 
of the country, and bringing about a state of 
affairs that will be detrimental to the interests of 
both master and slave. 

Mr. BROWN. If that was the idea of the 
Senator from Maaaachuaetts when he wrote the 
letter, he is certainly the moat unfortunate man 
that ever took upa pen toexpress an idea. While 
I certainly^ ^all not undertake to say that the 
Senator's interpretation of his own language ia 
not the true interpretation, I do undertake to say, 
and appeal to the intelligence of the Senate and 
the world, whetherany other man would put that 
interpretation on it. When the Senator declared: 
"Three millions of bondmen, groaning under 
nameless woes, demand that we shall cease to 
reproach one another, and that we labor for their 
del iverance," he used language which would teach 
every man who read it to believe that he was 
ready for any scheme which looked to the eman- 
cipauon of ue slavea in the StMes. Then are 
no three millions of slaves anywhere else groan- 
ing under nameless woes, nor enjoying the high- 
eat degree of human felicity, or any intermediate 
state of misery or happiness between the two; 
the only slaves on this continent to wbieb Uie 
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SfenRtor could hare adhided, were Uie three mil- 
Hons of alare« in the States; and when be said 
to Wendell PhillipB: *' You and I, your fl-iends 
and my friends, must labor unceasingly for the 
deliverance of those three milliona of bondmen," 
he must haTe meant— at least, the human mind 
will conclude, in the absenfce of bis own denial, 
that he meanl— the slaves in the States. He says 
he did not so mean, and I am bound to believe 
him; but I am sorry to trust his candor at Uie 
expense of his understanding. 

Mr. WILSON. Without intemptinr the 
speaker too much, I wish to say that Mr. Phil' 
lips and Mr. PhiUips's friends did i^ot so under- 
stand it. Ther know my precise and exact 
position. The letter was prooably hastily and 
carelessly written to a friend; but the construc- 
tion the Senator puts on it, no man in Massa- 
dlusettfl ever put on it.' 

Mr. BROWN. 1 expect the Senator has been 
ezplainine it therejBs he has here. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON, nie question was nsTsr raised 
there a»all. 

Mr. BROWN. When he wrote the letter to 
Wendell Phillips, the Abolitionists no doubt ex- 
pected the cooperation of the Senator and his 
mends; but when be became startled at his own 
position, and commenced, as he is doing now, to 
fall back on what he considered to be a more 
impregnable position, I dare say Wendell Phil- 
lips said, ** Wellimy dear Wilson, you have not 
spoken as candidly as I thoushtyou did." If, 
however, the language bad oeen left without 
explanation in speeches here or elsewhere, I 
venture to aay Mr. Wendell FMllips, and all 
other men, would have put the same eoRStnietbn 
« on it that I do. 

Mr. President, I have already noticed the 
speeches of the two Senators at greater length 
tnan I had intended. The material before me 
is not half exhausted; but if I go on I shall be 
compelled to overlook some of their associates— 
I have a word for each of them. The Senator 
from New York I regard as the very Ajox Tcla- 
tnon of his party, and the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts may, 1 think, be fairly considered their 
Jupiter Tonana. I had, therefore, to devote some 
time to them; but I beg the others not to consider 
themselves slighted— f will come to them after a 
while. 

I must, before leaving the Senator fVom M&saa- 
ohuBctts, even at the risk of being tedious, say 
a word in reply to the speech pronounced by him 
die other day. Almost in the outset of his speech 
he denounced in measured, studied phrase, " those 
twin sisters of barbarism, Slavery and. Polyg- 
amy." 

Mr. WILSON. That was a quotation. 

Mr. BROWN. Well, sir, quotation or ori- 
ginal thought, for what parposewas it introduced 
Hito the Senator's speech f If^ he means, as he 
says he does, to accomplish his ends by moral 
suasion, by finally raising up a party in the South 
to cooperate with him in the great work of over- 
turning slavery, let me ask, are men persuaded 
by this sort of denunciation? Is the southern 
sfaveholder to be persuaded by being told that 
He is the eonfrire of the citizen of Utim? that the 
man in Mississippi who owns his fifty slaves is 
as morally corrupt as he of Utah who has his 
fifty wives? If the Senator meant anything, he 
meant precisely that. If the Senator ezjMcts to 
make converts by that species of preaching, he 
will have to preach to some other people than 
those whom I represent. Let me say now to 
the Senator and all who sympathize with him, 
that I love this Union; those whom I have the 
honor here to represent, and in whose name I 
speak to-day, love it; but if we are to lire together 
in peace, this soft of denunciation must cease. 
This species of reviling, these taunts, these in- 
sults leveled at every slaveholding family in fifteen 
States of the Union, must come to an end, or we 
cannot live together in puce and quietude. I 
■ay no more. 

The Senator denies all association with Obrri- 
Bon, and politicians of that school; but when I 
allude to what Garrison said, the Senator is 
quick to spring to his feet for the purpose of 

Eutting in a vindication. I am always quick, I 
ope, lo vindicate my friends, but very slow to 
vindicats my easmies. If they hfn no sympa- 



thizing friends here, they can send their vindica- 
tion through some other channel than myself. 
Bufin the very act of vindicating his friend Gar- 
rison from the charge which I made, the Senator 
admitted all that I said. My declaration was, 
that Garrison had declared, in the last canvass, 
that if he had a million of votes to dispose of, hs 
would give them all to FrCmont— of course I 
meant to say in the contest then going on ; in the 
contest as between Buchanan, Fillmore, and Fr^ 
mont. I did not say that he preferred Fr€mont 
to all other men; but that, as against the other 
two, he would give his million of votes for Fre- 
mont. My object was to show the bond of sym- 
pathy existing between the Republican Senators 
here and the Gamaon, Fred Douglas, and Wen- 
dell Phillips school elsewhere. I think I made 
my point clear atthetime; butif I fluled to do so 
then, I trust the Sbnate awraciates it now. It 
was and is, Uiat such was Garrison's partiality, 
such the partiality of his extreme Abohtion crew, 
that if they had millions of votes to give, they 
would, in that contest, give them (Ul to the Re- 

ftublican candidate. Garrison would give a mil- 
ioo of votes to FiAnont, wd, in return, FrCmont 
would no doubt give a million of votes to Garri- 
son; and the Senator, I suspect, would give his 
million to either of the two, or to Qorrit Smith, 
or to his friend Wendell Phillips; and I half sus- 
pect if Fred Douglas was on the ticket it would 
make no serious diflbrenes with him. [Latigbter.] 
I'made thecluu^theotherday,and to it there 
has been no denial from the other side of the 
Chamber, that in the very height of the conflict 
for the Presidency, Fred Douglass, the free ne- 
gro editor and orator, took down the name of 
Gerrit Smith and put up the name of John 
Charles Fremont. Why not that denied? My 
point, as all must have seen, was to show the 
tie that binds the Republicans on this floor to the 
extreme Abolition partv out of doors. I wanted 
to show how they were being knit together — how, 
being drawn into close companionship, tfaey will 
by and by constitute but one party — and then if 
the extreme Abohtion element prevails, as it most 
likelv will, the parly must become,piirexceUenee, 
the Abolition party. I believe that ihoosanils of 
good BMn, now in the Republican ranks, will 
abandon them if they come to understand the 
designs of the leaders. I meant to expose these 
designs — to show Uiat there was a plan on foot 
to Garrisonize the whole partyi and if I have 
done anything towards lUCOmpUshlDg this end I 
am satisfied. 

There are other punts in the Senator's speech, 
to which I will reply briefly. He and others 
have denied that there was anything of section- 
tdism in t^e late contest; and their denial is based , 
if I understand them correctly, on the ground 
that the mere fact of their candidates for President 
and Vice President being from the same section 
of the UnioD, did not establish sectionalism in 
the ticket. The Senator cited the fact that Mr. 
Calhoun was upon the same ticket with General 
Jackson, and yet, he said, there was no charge 
of aectioDolism then. Let me say to the Senator, 
none but Uie (beblest mind could ever have pre- 

«nded that the mere fact of both candidates being 
om the same section aSbrded evidence of sec- 
tionalism. I can select a ticket fVom Vermont 
and Massachusetts to-day— and surely it would 
be as bard to get it there as anywhere elsfr— 
which would be purely national;' and so I could 
select one from the South which would be purely 
sectional as against the South. Why, nr, sup- 
pose Cassius M. Clay, of KentutJcy, were nomi- 
nated for the Presidencj, and Francis P. Blair, 
of Maryland, for the Vice Presidency: does any 
one doubt that such a ticket would be a sectional 
ticket? It would be a ticket hostile to the South, 
although both the nominees reside in slaveholding 
States? Surely I need not say to the Senator 
that it is the sentiment of the party, and of its 
candidates, that constitute ite secdonality, and 
pot the residence of one or both its nominees. 

Are yoin' sentiments national? Were not the 
sentiments which you avowed in-th« late canvass 
confined exclusively to the favor of one section ? 
Were they not uniformly hostility to the other ? 
Does not the country so recognize them? The 
Senator himself, in Uie progress of his speech, 
and while uttering bis complaint that we of the 



South did not tolerate speakers who entertain his 



answered, "you would not let the friends of our 
tidtetspsak there." Why did wenotlet them 
speak? iVasitbecause they were national in their 
sentimente? Was it because they came to advo- 
cate sentimentecqually acceptable to the North and 
to the South, eqiuilly fiivorable to the one section 
OS to the other t No, sir, the Senator knows this 
was not the reason. The Senator knew perfectly 
well that the reason why orators of bis ps^y 
were not allowed to speak in the South was sim- 
ply this: that they came to speak against our 
institutions, against our domestic peace, against 
our domestic quietude, against our domestic 
safety — at least against what we believe to be our 
domestic peace, ufety, quietude; and of this we 
simply claimed to be the beat judges. The charge 
that we have stifled debate or attacked the free* 
dom of speech la not true, and thosa who make 
it know it is not true. 

But, sir, the object of the Senator in introdu- 
cing this point was to complain of the want of 
liberalityio the South. *' Why,"saidhe, " your 
southern people wiD net permit northern men to 
go there and express their honest sentiments. 
When they do go,yougetup mobs and drive them 
out." Let me say to the Senator, that when be 
or his friends come to the South to utter national 
sentiments, they will be heard with attention 
and iistenal to with deference. But when they 
come lo preach such sentiments as a Senator on 
this floor has been heard to utter within the last 
week, they may deem it fortunate if they escajie 
the fury of an oatrued people. When any iman, 
whether hs be a Senator or a private citizen, 
comes to tell our slaves " that they have a right 
to murder their masters, and that he will not ad- 
vise tbem not to do it," we consider it no breach 
of hospitality, no violation of the freedom of 
speech, to say that such oentiments shall not be 
expressed in our midst. If the Senator shall ever 
come to Mississippi and say there what I under- 
stand he bos said recently iu this city, he will be 
ejected, if, indeed, no severer punisliaient shall 
ba inflicted on him. 

Mr. WILSON. Do 1 understand the Senator 
from Mississippi to state that I have said in this 
city anything of that ki&d-~that I would" adviss 
the slaves to cuttheir maatera' throaU, or in any 
way whatever commit any violence? 

Mr. BROWN. I undertake to say, not what 
the Senator has said, butwhat I understand he has 
said, from gentlemen who come to me avouched 
as men of character, namely: that he did aay ina 
public h&tel in this city, in the last five days, that 
the slaves- had a right to kill Uieir masters, and 
that he would not. advise them not to cut their 
masters-' throats. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I desire to say 
here now, that in this city, or obt of this city, I 
never harbored a thought of thi^ character, and 
never gave it utterance— mever at any time or 
upon any occasion. If I could speak to the slaves 
of the South, I would utter no voice of that char- 
acter; I would advise no violence whatever. I 
do not believe is it; I would not advise it; on the 
oentrary, I believe thwA any insurrections, any 
acts of violence on their part, can only end in one 
w«y, and that is in tlwir own injvxj. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. Bresident, I certainly shall 
make no question as to the veracity of the Senar 
tor. I have repeated what I have heard. I have 
repeated what Ihaveio wriUngfrom a msa whom 
gentlemen of the very behest character assure 
me is a man of respeoUbility and honor. He 
told me that he hearo the Senator say so; and he 
asserls, likewise, that there were other witness«i 
present, whose names he gave me. If the Senator 
denies the charge, of course his denial ends the 
coatroveray. 1 am not to stend up in the fikce of 
the Senate and on any fwoof insist that a Senator 
has spoken folsely. It is not my duty to do so. 
I will have no question of that sort with the Sen- 
ator from Msssachusette or any one else; but if 
he desires to know upon what authority I made 
the statement, I am prepared here, or upon a pri- 
vate call, to produce the evidence. y 

Much boa been saiiLMr. President, of an irri - 
toting chaFteter, on^^^^^^^^alaverf 
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qoMtton. I donotknovAuxihe^^««ieli between 
aieNorihAnd the South can ener healed. But 
it ia very certain that those who desire peace 
ahould tbrow their oil on the water and not into 
tbe Sre. While, therefore, 1 ahall, aa always 
heretofore, refuse to make unmaaly concesnons, 
I will abstain from saying anything that is irri- 
(stiofor utinecessarily KTere. 1 am not ashamed 
to say that I want peace. 
I Senators on the other side of the Chamher, and 
(heir sympathizing friends all orer the eountri^ 
deplore tbe condition of the black man in tS 
Souib. I shall not pause now to contrast his 
condition therewith what it is in his native coun- 
try. If the Christian religion be a reality — and 
in its sublime truths I am a firm believer — I am 
at a loss to understand how anyman can pretend 
Uiat the baibarian and cannibal* standing on tbe 
shores of Africa, and blessed with freedom, is 
better off than the civilized and evan^lized slave 
on a southern plantation, cursed with bondage. 
Allowing all you say of the horrors of slavery to 
be true, they are more than compensated by the 
moral and religious elevation of the African in this 
country. Bat what you say ia not true, and all 
tlio woild knows it is not. One thing I may 
mention that is true beyond all controversy, and 
that is, that those most familiar with slavery see 
the least of its horrors. I speak not alone of 
thoae who live in the South, and who see it every 
day in all its forms; butof those in the free States 
most contiguous to it. The people in southern 
Illinois and the eastern part of Indiana live almost 
in sight of slavery, and mingle with it almost every 
day in Kentucky and Missouri. The people in 
these localities, more than any others in the free 
States, trade to the South; they visit the planta- 
tions, and mingle freely with the slaves aim with 
their masters. The result is, that they discard 
the sickly sentimentality so freely indulged in by 
those who know nothing of slavery except as 
they see it in Abolition newspapers and Black 
Republican speeches. Fourteen countiesinsouth- 
ern Illinois gave Buchanan fourte«fb thousand 
votes, and FrCmont less than four hundred. I 
suppose the mob did not drive the Republican 
orators out of that country, as they did from th« 
southem8tate8;orif they did,I hope it is not to 
be chafed to the account of the slaveocracy. 
The simple truth is, Mr. President, there is not 
one mao in a thousand, who knows anything of 
slavery practically, that does not believe it to be 
the normal condition of the ne^ro race. Seen 
through the interstices of Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
Garrison's Liberator, or one of the Senator's 
speeches, it is, I grant you, a frightful outrage on 
humanity. 

The Senator alluded, the other day, to certain 
speeches made by leading statesmen in Virginia, 
i^htch he auured as were more qr less bvorable 
to his side ot this question. Does the Senator 
know why such speeches are not made now? 
Does he know why the ameliorating process in 
the condition of the slave, then gomg on, has 
ceased ? Does he know why there are thousands 
'of slaves in bond^|t9 to-day who might otherwise 
have been free? Does he know wh^ tbe slaves 
are not educated t why their liberty is restricted^, 
and their bondage made to sit more heavily upon 
them? If he does not, I will tell him. It is be- 
cause of the impertinent intermeddling of bimself 
and hi» friends with matlara that did lurt concern 
them. 

The Senator told us, tbe other day, on what 
terms we could get his sympathy. Let me tell 
him on what terms he can get our respect and 
the gratitude of the slave. He can get boUi by 
simply minding his own business. His present 
policy is annoving to us and detrimental to the 
slave. I use tAOee words in their proper sense. 
He may annoy and vex the master; but if he lets 
slavery alone in the States, as he says he will, he 
will do him no harm. He may damage the slave 
by vexing the master; but if he leaves the slave 
in bondage, he will do him no good. If you do 
not mean to overthrow slavery in the States, quit 
talking about it — quit fxciting the fear* of Ute 
master without a cause, and quit arousing the 
hopes of the slave without a purpose. That is 
my^advice, and I charge nothing for it. 

There is one pmnt of attack sgainst slaTSiy 
vhich sssms to be a favorite with «fl ia MMtilanU 
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in the Senate, and out of it — and that is, its ener- 
vating and destroying effect on the people and 
States where it exists. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts went oat of his way the other day, to 
tell us that slavery had converted Mount Vernon 
into a jungle. While these chaige are made and 
dwelt on with peculiar unction oy the Senior 
from Massachusetts, it is curious to read and 
ponder the speeches of the Senator from New 
York, appealing to twenty-five millions of free- 
men to rise in their majesty and put down the 
three hundred and Aftj thouKuna slaveholding 
aristomits, who are nihng the country — sapping 
the foffiidations of libertr and establishing an aria- 
toerocy in our midst. If slavery blighto as with 
a mildew everything that it touches; if it converts 
cultivated fields into wild jungles, and stately man* 
sions into bat-roosts; if it renders the people im- 
becile in morals and mentally impotent, is it not a 
little strange that three hundred and fifty thousand 
slaveholders should so have got the start of all 
the world that twenty-five millions of fteemen are 
colled into action to curb their growing power ? 
Tjke truth is felt, Mr. President* though it is not 
acKnowledged, that slavery has aa elevating and 
ennobling effect on the white man . It is not true 
that the intellectual giants of ^e South , who have 
guided the destiny of the nation through so many 
ybars, are but the feeble progeny of an imbecile 
race, rendered morally oblique and intellectually 
impotent by the existence of slavery in the south- 
ern States. It is not true that three hundred and 
fifty thousand slaveholders, living in jungles, with 
no activity of mind, and no energy of body, have 
BO excited tbe fears of the Senator trom New Vork. 
When we compare our Wasbingtons, JefTersons, 
Madiaons, Henrys, Marshalls, Jacksona, and 
Calhouns, with vour greatest and best men* no 
one can say with fruUi that we have cause to 
blush. 

But you tell us that your people are more pro- 
gressive than ours. In the mechanic arts I grant 
that they are. Your work-shops are more nu- 
merous, and on a larger scale than ours. The 
work-shop is the home of vast numbers of ^our 
people. In its arts the^ excel, and we rejoice at 
their success. We rejoice because it is for our 
mutiul advantage that they succeed. We rejoice 
still more becaose their success is a part of Uie 
common inheritaocif of the whole people. On 
the other hand, our home is in the cotton, sugar, 
rice, and tobacco fields of the South. In T>ur 
department who will deny that we have succeeded 
as Veil as you' Nowhere on the habitable globe 
has tbe culture of cotton been brought to such 

ferfection as in the southern States of this ITnbn. 
r gentlemen would only reflect that a proper 
division of labor, and the highest degree of mic- 
cess in every department, is the best evidence of 
n^ioaal prospenty, these ill-Datored flings at th« 
South would cease at once. 

I have no time to pursue this train of thought, 
though it might be done with profit both to the 
NorUi and to the South. Whatever the northern 
people mav say of us, we shall never cease to 
rejeice in tneir prosperity. 

1 must pass on, Mr. FresiAent, because I find 
that my voice is failing me, and even my phys- 
ical strength is giving way. The Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Fbsibnd&k] the other day told us 
that the South was constantly making demands; 
that the South demanded that such and such 
things should be done by Congress; and upon 
the failure of compliance we threatened a dtsso- 
totton of the Union. If the Senator bos so under- 
stood us, allow me to say to him that he has 
understood us amiss. In making that declaration 
he did us grievous wrong. The South has de- 
manded nothing. She never came to your doors 
with a petition for fkvor at your hands. She 
never asked affirmative legislation from this Gov- 
emmenL, on the subject of slavery, since it has 
bad an existence, save in the pursuit of a clear 
and admitted constitutional right. Her position 
baa been one of opposition to your action. Not 
being a petitioner, she has uniformly come here 
to remonstrate against your action. Her whole 
demand, her whole policy, might at any moment 
have been summed up, and it is now, in these 
three short words: "Liet us alone." As some 
evidanee that I am right on that qusotion, I beg 
to read for the iofbrnoUoa of the Senator from 



Maine the posiUoos taken by my own State, not 
through her Legislature, not Uirougfa anyinfornial 
convention, not through any primary mass meet- 
ing called by a newspaper, out through a con- 
vention of her people lawfully called to express 
her sovereign will in reference to this whole mat* 
ter in controversy. So far as she is concerned, 
she demands nothing; and I believe I can appeal 
with perfect confidenccAto Senators from ail the 
southern States to bear me witness that her posi- 
tion is substantially the position of their States. 
First, she says there shall be no interference by 
congressional legislation with tbe insUtution (V 
slavery in tbe States. She certainly asks nothing 
in that but your forbearance. Sne then' says, 
second, the^lave trade between the States shall 
not be interfered with by action *V)f Congress. 
Then she says, third, there shall be no action of 
Congress on the subject of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or any place subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of Congress, mcompatibie with the |Kfety 
and domestic tranquillity , or the rights and nonor 
of the slaveholding StAs. Then she says, 
fourth, that the refusal « Congress to admit a 
new State , on the ground of her tolerating slavery 
within her limits, would be subject for complaint; 
and declares, fifth, that Congress shall pass no 
law prohibiting slavery in any of the Territories; 
and, sixth, that the repeal ot the Aigitive slave 
law, or the neglect or refbsal of the Qeneral Gov- 
ernment to enforce the conetitutional provision 
for the'recDvery of fbgitiveilayee, would oe pound 
of complaint. 

These are six positions taken in convention, 
and neither one of them looks to offimvitive 
action on tbe part of the Government; neither of 
them demands anything but your forbearance; 
neither of them demands anything except what 
may be summed up in three words — let us aldAe. 
Beyond that I undertake to say there is not now, 
has not been, and, in my opinion, never will be, 
any considerable number of southern people de- 
manding anything. Let us alone; leave us where 
we were left by the Constitution of Uie United 
States; cease to interfere with us; cease to make 
war upon us and our institutions; and our domes- 
tic safety, and we shall move on harmoniously 
together as our fathers did before us. 

1 feel, Mr. Presid«)t, that ( ought to say a 
word in reference to our position as regards the 
Territories. There seems to me to have been a 
most persevering attempt commenced, and per* 
tinaciously kept up, throughout all the northern 
States, to misrepresent the position of tbe south- 
em States and^ople on this point. What have 
we adced f Wnat do we ask now? Simply to 
be treated as equals — to be allowed our equal 
rights and our equal position in the territories. 
Tm soil,al} must admit, is tiie common property 
of all the people or of all the States. ~we have 
asked that Conness shall so treat it, and make no 
insulting discrimination between the people of 
Mississippi and the people of Massachusetts — 
between tne people of^ New York and the peopl* 
of Virginia; but that all alike shall be allowea to 
go to the Territories, and take with them what- 
ever is recognized as property by the lews of the 
State from which they go. We have insisted, 
and do yet insist, that whoever makes laws for 
the Territories is as much bound to give' protec- 
tion to us ani our property, as to give protection 
to the northern man and his property. No right 
exists to discriminate ^Tiinst Qs, and ve ask no 
discrimination in our favor. I eppea! to the plain 
common sense of every man, if in this there has 
been anything unreasonable. In the name of 
all that is just, has not the citizen of Vt^nia 
the same right to go to Kansas %r any other 
Territory, and lake with him that which is rec- 
ognized as property by the laws of Virginia, 
as a New Yorker has to go and take with him 
that which is recognized as property by the laws 
of New York ? Have citizens of Massaefausetts, 
let me ask, any higher privileges in die Territory 
than citizens of Mississippi? And if so, where 
did they obtain them? How did they derive 
them ? By what authority do they undertake to 
claim for themselvea exclusive pnvileges to the 
Territqries ? If gentlemen are prepared to meet 
us on uiis ground of equality* toe whole matter 
in controversy, OS regards the Territories, is sew 
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to net up authority through Congren, the Ter- : 
ritoriei, the peoidet or the States, to exclude citi- 
Etnf ofMaMBcfiasettfl, Maine, New York, New 
Hampshire, or of any other Stale, 0-om the com- 
mon territory, be will find himself opposed by 
the whole mass of southern people. We have 
iJways said, asj say tO'daV, that ths citizens of 
the mw E^land States ttie citizens of all the 
free StateB,haTe the same right to go to the Ter-. 
ritories ud take with them that which is recog- 
nized as property by the laws of their Suitea, 
as ve ckim for ounelves, to go and take Uiat 
SPhich is rec<^nizGd as properly by the laws of 
jbe State* from which wp go. Tnen as to the 
proteetioD of property after it get? there — whoerer 
■iftksalaws nr Ute protection of the property of 
citizeiuiof Maine, New York, New Hampshire^or 
Massachusetu, is, in my judgment— and I stand 
on thatclaim — equally bound to make laws for the 
grotaction of the property of Missi8sippians,Vii^ 
CuiaBa,and Tenoesseeaos. If you ask no protec- 
tionfor your property J^ough conereasional legta- 
JatioD or through tcrmorial legiahiiion, we auall 
ask none for oars. If you ask protection for your 
proocrty, we say we are equaliy entitled to pro- 
leetuin for onra. We aay that neither CongreM 
Dor the Teoitorial Legislature shall, with our 
consent, mase any insulting discrimination be- 
tween the people and property of "xine section of 
the Union, ana the people and property of any 
other section — between tne pivperty of a citizen of 
New Hampshire or Massachusetts, and the prop- 
•rty of a citizen of Maryland or Miaaiasippi. 
Can we maintain ourselves on the soundness of 
this 'position ? And if not, why ? 

Do gentlemen claim that we are under the baa 
ftf the Constitution i Do gienlleinen pretend that 
th* Canatitution which gives us our authorttjr 
to be here, which autltonxes me to address thia 
august body to-day, which brings us into this 
councU-house, discriminatesagainstthe property 
of the fifteen southern States of this Union ? Do 
they pretend thai thereisanythingintbat Consti- 
tution which denies to our property equal protec- 
.tioa in the Territories with tne property ofthe 
«Aervxteen Sta,tes of the Union) I undertake 
to say that it is the only article of property 
which is clearlyand distinctly recognized by the 
Constitution. Take anything elsejnterchandise, 
live-«tacki asylliiac jroa pluM» and yojj can 
find nothiu in the Constitudoo which specially 
and speeiscalty looks to its recognition as 
property. The Constitution does recognize per- 
sons held to service (slaves) as property, and 
it recognizes nothing else by name. Kvery other 
kind of property is left to the protection of 
local or State ^gislation. Not a word is found 
in theConttitationnboBt merchandise, live-stock, 
or moqey as property./ Persons bouAd to^er\-ice 
(■laves) alone are mentioned. Then with what 
pretense of Justice is it said, that Uils property 
la under the ban of the Constitution, or that it ts 
not equally entitled to protection with any other 
kind of property? 

The aoutne/n Slates,Mr, President, have been 
accused of violence in the maintenance of their 
rights under the Constitution, as they understand 
them. Oaf peo^ are set down as lawless, and 
are eooatanlly waiged with attempts to carry 
tlitir points by force. A strvDger would be very . 
Apt to conclude from the accounts given of us, ' 
that every soutberti man was a walking citadel. 
I aiiaU make do defense against cluugee like this 
■~oar Slates and our .people atand on the defena- [ 
ive. Never, sir, never since the Government 
.was fonnded. has the North had reason to com- 
pkun that either the southern States or the south- 
ern people have interfered with their domestic 
coacerns. I have no reproaches to utterihut can 
our northern friends say aa much? Can they, 
■ay that they have never interfered with our do- 
meitic afiairs? 

When the Kansas bill was passed, we hoped 
there would be an end of this controversy. It 
was intended to take the question of slavery out 
of CtrngnMB, and transfer it to the people of the 
Territory where it properly belonged, and who, 
as we (91 agreed, had the right al the proper time 
to settle it for themselves. What the' proper 
time may be was a subject \e(t open for aiscua- 
aion; and to this point I will recur presently. 

It certainly was not contemplated by any of 
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as that violence was to be used by any party to 
coerce a decision in Kansas. The People there, 
those who were^na citizens ofthe Territory, 
were to be left perfectly free to settle their domes- 
tic alfaira in their own way, subject to but one 
infiuence, and that the benign ami peaceful influ- 
ence of the Constitution. No sooner had thia 
bill passed than a concerted and powerfVil effort 
was set on foot here, and rapidly taken up in the 
New England States, to colonize the Territory 
with a vaerant population. Men were enlisted 
and sent there, not to cultivate the soil, not to 
erect work-shops and carry on the mechanic arts 
— no, not for these purposes. They went not 
with the artisan's tools or the imple'mentsof hna* 
bandry in their hands, but with rifles, bo'Wie 
knives, and other deadly weapons. Their object 
could not be mistaken. Instead of colonizing the 
country, and making for themselves bencncent 
and wholesome laws — laws under which they 
meant themselves to live — people went to Kansas 
for no higher purpose than to fan the fiames of 
discord, and to make laws from which they 
meant Lliemselves to flee. They went for nfc- 
chief,and they got it; they sowed the whirlwind, 
and reaped the stom. They were sent to Kan- 
sas to make Kansas a free State nolem voltni, 
and the Misaourians were inflamed to madness 
by their conduct. It was not, sir, that tliese 
men went, or the States from which they went, 
that stirred the blood of Missourians, but it was 
the purpose for which they went. When the 
Knnsas bill passed, 'very few of us expected 
Kansas to become a slave State, and very few of 
us cared much whether it did or not. Efut when 
wc saw an attempt made by the enemies of 
slavery to plant on the borders of a slave State, a 
Free-Soil colony, with no higher purpose than to 
harass that State — when we flaw an attempt made 
by sirangera to enslave the bonajide white settlers 
in Kansas, by forcing on them, not a Kanaaa but 
a New England government, our people rose en 
tnatse, and swore, by the Qod that made them, 
these things should not be. 

The Senator from Nen^^Hompshire {Mr. Hale] 
the other day paraded before the Senate a hand- 
bill — and he did it with a flourish of trumpets 
that would have done honor to the fat knight 
when he claimed the credit of killing Hotspur. 
The handbill spoke of Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge, and Free Kansat. The Senator evidently 
thought he had made a grand discover]^. I cer- 
tainly do not mean to approve of that handbill. 
It probably suggested an erroneous idea to many 
who saw it. It may have suggested that the Dem- 
ocratic partv was for Kansas free, as the Sena- 
toe from rfow Hamsshire understood the word 
" free;" and if it dia, it su^esied a falsehood. 
The Democratic party as a party is neither for free 
Kansas nor slave Kansas, as the Free-Soilers un- 
derstand the words " free" and " slave." The 
Democratic party is for leavine Kansas perfectly 
Jree, at the rtg^ tme, to settle the slavery question 
for herself, restrained only, as we all are in our 
action, by the provisions ofthe Federal Constitu- 
tion. In this sense the Democrats are for fkes 
Kansas. The Senator's idea, if I understand him, 

to make Kansas free by releasing the black man 
from the authority of his master, and then force a 
government on the white people in the Territory 
through the agency of New England emigrant aid 
societies. His free Kansas makes the negro free 
by enslaving the white man ; but my free Kansas 
oiakea the white man free, and leaves the negro 
where the Constitution left htm — subject to the 
authority of his master. 

I was somewhat surprised, Mr. Presideiit, the 
other day, t<^bear the Senator from Illinois jfMr. 
TacHBtrLt jl in catechising the Senator from Penn- 
sylvcuiia, [Mr. Bioleb,] who was then address- 
ing the Senate, raise the question as to how far 
we on the Democratic side of the house concurred 
in opinion upon the mooted pointof squatter sov- 
ereignty. I supposed the object of the Senator in 
introducing that point was to make mischief — to 
stir up strOb between Senators on thia side of the 
Chamber. If that was his purpose, let me say to 
him that he fell, as he will continue to fall, very 
far short of his mark. That there may be shades 
of diflerence in our opinions is very likely; that 
I do not, on every point, concur with my distin- 
guished and venerable friend from Michigan is 
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probable; bttt that there is any difference between 
US which can by possibility prevent oar acting in 
harmony for the accomplishment of certain great 
purposes which the national Democracy have in 
.view, I utterly deny. 1 should prefer to have my 
friend a^ewithme, as he may prefer to have me 
agree with him; but our difference is not such,aa 
i shall presently show, that we may not, withoat 
•acrifice,on either aidet act together on practical 
Issues. 

M|&ut, sir, how comes it that the Senator from 
ulinois — how comea it that other Senators oo his 
side, have all of a audden found something bo 
monstrous in this doetrine of squatter sorereigntf 
When had we the flrat evidence exhibited to ui 
of the power of squatter sovereignty on this con- 
tinent.' Excuse me, sir, but I undertake to tay, 
that the first exhibition of it was in the State 
which you have the honor aolehr at this moment 
,to represent on the floor of the Senate, [Mr. 
WcLLEK in the chair.] Wlien the people of 
California assembled in convention, and andet- 
took to frame aState constitution for themsekea, 
they were all squatters; they were in the country 
without authority of law; there was no law au- 
thorizing them to be there. When they assea- 
bled in convention on the high mission of making 
a State constitution, t)iey assembled there to per- 
form art act of sovereignty: when they made the 
constitution and set up a State government in all 
its forms, it was an act of sovereignty perforoied 
by squatters, and by nobody else. 

Now, sir, I ask ^naton on the other ride 
the Chamber, whether they did not sanction tlut 
proceeding? I pray you, gentlemen, were yoo 
not, one and all, in Aivor ofadmitting California 
underher8qttalter.flovereignty constitution? Wat 
not the Senator from Illinoia the advocate fbrihe 
admission of Califbmia under the constitution 
thus formed? Was not the Senator from New 
York, and he ft-om Massachusetts, and he from 
Ohio, all around the Chamber, wherever they are, 
were theyjQot friends of the admission of Califor- 
nia under her squatter-sovereignty constituiton ! 
Then what right have they to eomplhin of squat- 
ter sovereignty? And then who was the first 
rcpresentaUve of squatter sovereignty on this 
floor? When California was admitted there were 
already at the door of the Senate two gentleman 
asking for admiarion. One of them was John 
Charles Fr£mont. He came here as a Senator, 
the first who presented himself from Californin, 
and he was the veryembodimentofsquattersor- 
ereignty. He had no constituency but a squatter- 
sovereignty constituency. He came from no Slate 
but a State brought into being by squatter sover- 
eigns. These genttemeii, to a man, advocated 
his admission. They not only went for the ad- 
mission of the State, out for the admission of ber 
Senators. Thus they indorsed the whole proceed- 
ing up to that time. I suspect that they, and all 
their class of politicians.are very mudn like one 
I heard Speaking lately. He nld he was for 
squatter sovereignty if it worked out in his favor, 
and against it if it did not. 

In my opinion, squatter sovereignty is a mia- 
nomer, and territorial sovereignty a humbug. I 
understand, sir, what is meant by Stale sover- 
eignty, and in my opinion there is no other kind 
of sovereignty exiatina;inthiscountr*y. Squatter 
sovereignty, territorial sovereignly, and puputar 
aoveignty, fwhen applied to the Territories,) all 
belong to tne same category, and they are all 
politic abflurditiea tn fny opinion. Bat I am 
not going to bore the Senate by giving the reasons 
why I think BO. 

We agreed to let Kansas and all the other Ter- 
ritories manage their own affairs in their own 
waj^ siibject only to the CoiutilH/tcm. We diffot«i 
OS to what a Territory might rightfully do under 
the Constitution. My frifcnd from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] thought, ana still thinks, a l^rriiorial 
Legislature, such as that in Kansas, has the right, 
under the Constitution, to exclude slavery. 1 
think differently. He is not seeking to have fail 
ideas enacted into a law by Congress; 'nor am I. 
He admits that if the Legislature of Kansas has 
not the right under the Constitution to exclude 
slavery. Congress caonot.confer it; and I know, 
if the Legislature baa the right. Congress can- 
not take it away. Therefore, neither of us pro- 
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oc^tlier on tke Kaniu bUl, and agreed then to 
cfer all our difierence of opinion to the Supreme 
!!oiirt of the United States — the only tribunal on 
anh competent to decide betw.een ua. When 
hat decision is rendered, we both stand eolemnly 
'ledged to abide by it. In making theee remarks, 
do uot mean at all to toocta the question as to 
vhat the Statea, in their sovereign capacity, and 
n the exercise of their reserved rights, might or 
ought to do. That is a point for Alture consid- 
ration and decision. Now, sir, the difference 
>etweeB my honorable friend and myself ia {9- 
iaely the difierence between Dsfnocrata who 
«lieve in squatter sovereignty, and DemoGrata 
rho do not believe in it. 

If an unomntzedl Territory, such as Califor- 
lia waa in iBiS, such as Kansoa was in 1853 , 
uch as the Indian letritory outaidfi of Arkaaaas 
low is, ahall undertake to exclude slavery, the 
lenator from Michigan and myself agree that it 
.ndertakes to do what it has no right to do. But if 
.n organized Territory , Uke Kansas or Nebraska, 
indertakes, through its Legislative Council, to 
xclude slavery, the Senator thinka they have 
he right to do it. I do not think «o. This be 
aila popular sovereign^. Icallittheaaaumption 
'f a rignt not conferred by the Constitution, and 
herefore not exiatingio lie Territory. Heou^ 
ic right. 1 think ha is not. But neither of us 
lesirea or expects Congreaa to dMide between us. 

The S^tor from Imnoia [Mr. Trdmbvu.] the 
'ther day interrogated the Senator from Penn- 
ylvania, [Mr. Biglbr,} as to what Mr. Buch- 
nan'a viewswereODthispotot. Myfriendfrom 
'ennsTlvania declined to reply, because he had 
to authority to do so. The tVienda of Mr. Buch- 
jtan were aatiafied with his noaitioii ifau point 
tefore they nominated and elected bimt and they 
>re not likely to fall bat with him now on account 
>f any suggeations coming from his enemies, 
lecret or open. That he will hold the acaiea of 
jusiice in eaual balanee between the North and 
he South Inave no doubt; and if he does, bis 
rieods Northand South will adhere tshim. They 
vere strong enough to elect him; and if he fulfills 
heir hopes, aa I am sure he will, they will show 
he'maelvea strong enough to carry his adminis- 
ration through in trium^, Mr. Buchanan may 
■ugh hi* enemies to scorn. He has only to feel 
he inapuration that moved the hearts of hi« friends 
It Cincinnati, and stand firmly on the platform 
aid down by them, and they will throw over him 
heir arms, and build around him a nun port Uiat 
rill defy the power of the iBaekRepubhcaitaUid 
Jl their allies. 

But, to return to Uie Territories: We of the 
:)emocratie faith ail agree that they may, at the 
iroper time, settle the slavery question for ihtm- 
lelvee. Some think it may be done sooner; but 
re all agree that when the people of a Territory 
neet in convention to frame a State constitution, 
hey may, in that constitution, admit or exclude 
ilaverT) as they,^tase; and we wree, further, 
hat ttieir decision is final. If E!ansas comes 
lere with a cooatitutioa node by her k«naMe 
>eopIe, free from «U trauide influencea, axcludiiig 
ilavery* there ia not a Democrat in either House 
>f Congress who will not vote for her admiaaioD; 
ind if, on the other hand, she comes with a con- 
(itution aimUarly made tolerating slavery, Uiere 
9 not a Democrat who will not vote for her 
idmission. Break iip your emigrant aid aocietiea 
kt the North, and all interference from the South 
rill cease. Then Kansas, being left perfectly 
iree to regulate her domeatie aflaira in ner own 
ray, may assemble her people in convention, 
hime her cmiatitution to auit hei«sif> admit or 
■xcludQaslavcry a« she plsaasa, and alw will be 
relcomed into the Union with open anna br 
mry friend of free inatitations from tlw Aristook 
o the Rio Grande, and from the Atlantic to the 
ar-off Pacific. Sir, the Democracy has stood for 
ittj years, like our own ocean-bouhd Republic. 
The waves of faction have beaten upon it, and 
iteyhave lm)ken,iil harmlesa ripples, at its feet. 
It stands to-day a fit type of our ^rious coun- 
ty — the hope of the oppressed in every land, 
tnd a beacon-light to tlve sons of freedom through' 
>ut jfae world. It will uphold the Coasutution. 
It will preeerve the Uaiont It will disappoint 

he tyranta of the Old World, aiid the eqamies 
if liberty in the New. Penecracy will co on 



conauering and to conquer, until all partiea shall 
confess ita dominion, and the whole world be 
converted to the sublime truths which it teaches. 
This is its mission. 

We mean, Mr. President, to settle this slavery 
question on a firm and bating, because on a just, 
liberal, and constitutional Msis. We. mean to 
atop agitation; we mean to give repose to the 
SoulS, and quiet to the whole country; we mean 
to rout the Abolitionists, and bury Bla!ck Repub- 
licanism so low that the sound of Ge^riers 
trumpet will not reach it on the dayof ju^ment! 
This is our hope^ this our psayer*, this our con- 
fident ea^ctaiion; but if we ahall be deceived in 
this — if it ptgase God to prosper our enemies — if 
there shall be no setdement— if agitation is kept 
up— if the South^^an have no peace — if our ene- 
mies have the power, and are tasolved to use it 
in breaking up the Union, and trampling the 
Constitution under foot — then we will turn to 
the Senator from New York, the great chlctWin 
of his party, and the author of all our v^cs, and 
we wiU say to him and his infatuated nlies, as 
Abram said to Lot: '* Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between 
my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we are 
brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? 
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou 
wilt take th» leA hand, Uien I will go to the right; 
or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go 
to the left." If thia appeal shall fail to reach the 
heart of the Senator and his allies, there will be 
but one alternative left us, and that an appeal to 
the God of battles. May Heaven, in its mercy, 
avert such ^ calamity ! 

OENTBAI. A9CBBC0A. 

SPEECH OF PERCY WALKER, 

OP AUBAMA, 

Iw tm Hoots OF RarnisBirraTivEa, 

Deetmier 17, 1856. 

ne Houae having under contUeratioa the motion to teftr 
and print the Presidenfa Hcna^e— 

Mr. WALKER said: 

Mr. Spkasbr: As I said some daya ago, when 
I first obuined the floor, it is not my purpose to 
fbllow in the current of debate of the last eight 
or ten days. I have no campaign speeches to 
rebearae. The canvass is over, and the heat and 
eKcitemeDt it produced ahould ceaae. 1 would 
etiltivate that freedom from prejudice and that 
calmness of thought which are essential to wise 
le^statios. * 

The election has taken place, and I can imagine 
no good to result from a renewed discussion of 
the principles which controlled it, or of the mo- 
tives and conduct of the rival parties. Such a 
discussion will certainly not affect the policy of 
the present Administration, and will hardly be 
looked to by the incoming one as affording reli- 
able guidea for its action. At this early day it is 
impOisiUe for ua to anticipate what ia to 6e the 
ramtlt-of that dection upoa the deatiny of our 
country. It may be, sir, that within the next 
four yearn the winds of sectional hate which ^ave 
sp fearfully swept over the land may subside, 
that fanaticism may exhaust itself bv its own 
violence, and that those who have useaitfor bad 
purposes may be ^uranded upon the ahorea of 
popular pontemptj and the country restored to* 
something Uke quietnessl On the other hand^ it 
may be that the lata election was n mere skirmish 
in advance <^ a great sectional fisht fo^r years 
hence, on which the iasne will oe the life or 
death of the RepuUic. But be that as it may, 1 
for one em prepared to wait the tide of events, 
and diaU not, if I cmi avoid it, oootribute to 
party asp^nty or sectional prejudice. 

In this spirit, therefore, t shall endeavor, as far 
as I can, to lift this Honae, for a brief season at 
least, above the Uirbid pool of party strife, to the 
oonsidenatioQ of questions of common interest to 
us aU— North and South, East and Weat— and 
which, in Uieir importance and magnitude, should 
addrefs themselves to the nunds of all thoughtful 
men; for in their aplotioa are involved the great 
interests, preMnt and fhuire, QOt only of this eoun- 
tfT,bat«rtl|eeivilundwarid. I r^ to the Cen- 



tral American States, their prevent eondition, and 
our relations with them. 

In his annual nftssage. now under considera- 
tion, the Pfenidont has called our attention to the 
posture of affairs in Nicaragua, and informs us 
that he has ceased to hold diplomatic relations 
with that State. It is my purpose to comment, 
at some length, on that portion of Uie race sage, 
and therefore 1 eead it to the Clerk's desk to oe 
read. 

The Clerk nwd as foUowa: 

" The pecoltw condition «f aflUis in Wemfiia ia the 
e«fl7 part of Uie praMU jw, rcnderad U iaponuit that 
Uili Govemiaca t abmild have diplnmatic nlatlod) wlih 
that State. Through Iti territory had been opened nne of 
the principal iboroogtiftrei bcfom flie iMlMua eonpectiBC 
Nonb and aoath America, on wlileh a ran aaMwnt of 
property waa tiwuported, and to which oar eltlieaa resorted 
In fretl numbrra in raaaiDs betweea tiK Atlantic aqd 
Pacific coaatH of the Unitea Staten. .Ttw protection of 
both requtrcd thai the exIsiiD^ Power ia that State xhauM 
be re|ardi>d as a reapoasiiMe Ooverqnent4 ai^ ita Hiniaur 
wa« accDrdingiy received. Bnl he remained here onlv a 
ahort time. Soon thereafter the poliiicol affairs of Nica- 
ragua underwent tin Aiverable ehanfe^and became involved 
in much aneertam^ and eonnirioa. Dtploaiatie tepre- 
aenmUvca firm two cvntendiiig parties have been receollr 
sent to this Goventmeat; but, with the Imperfbct injbraw- 
Men poaacased, it waa not poaaibie to decide which waa the 
Govcrnmeni <fe /octo; and, awaiting fltrtber devclopmenla, 
I t»re rel'iued to i»ceKe eitker." 

Mr. WALKER proceeded: The House wiU 
recollect that in the month of May last, the Presi- 
dent transmitted to Congress a special message, 
in which he announced the fact tnat he had rec- 
ognized the Minister sent hither by what was 
then the Rivaa- Walker Go vernraentin Nicaragua. 
In that paper he set forth at large the reasons 
influencing him to that act, averring what is 
doubtless true, that from the foundation of our 
Republic it had been the invariable custom of all 
Admtniatrations to recognize foreign Govern- 
menla de facto, without regard to the source at 
Aieir power or the manner of^eir creation. 

The President then further stated, in addition 
to thjs general rule, that there were ether and 
special reasons for recognizing the Government 
of Nicaragua, and opening amicable relationa 
with it; that the estaoUsbing of such relations 
was necessary to the protection of the persona 
and properly of American citizens in that country; 
and that the ** interoceanic communication be- 
tween th^ opposite ahorea of America " inakea 
the maintenance of friendly relations between 
thisGovernmentand the Central American States 
a matter of high commercial and political im- 
portance. 

Now, sir, let us follow Ae I^iatary qf erentain 

connection with this subject, and see whether 
they justify the discontinuance or stoppage of 
theae friendly relations. It ia far fVom my pur- 
pose and my feelings to comment t^n th6 action 
ofthe Executive in a captious spirit. I desire to 
state my views iairiy, frankly, and I trust cleariy, 
upon this subject. In my opinion, the Govern- 
ment made a great mistake in the course taken, 
froin beginning to end, upon thia whole Centi^ 
American question. Before I come to an exam- 
ination of toe present posture affairs in Uvtt 
Republic, I shall call the atlenuon of the Houaa 
for a few momenta to the past history of that 
country, 

We know, sir, that from the time that the 
broken, irregular shores of Bonaca first greeted 
the eyes of the adventurojua sailor of Ulastile. at 
the opening of the sixteenth ceatory, all eom- 
merciai nationa-have looked to Centnl Ajneriea 
as affording a- paaaage between the two great 
oceans — that pathway, in quest of which ao 
many gallant spirits have fallen in the wildernesa 
to rise no more. ' The bold seamen and valiant 
captains of Q.ueen Elizabeth aougbt it with the 
fervor of religion — the inlatuatioa of romance, 
through the gorgeous mazes of Centi^l Amen- 
can forests, mwre huog^, thiiat, and fierce trop- 
ical heats were the foes Uiat combined with the 
cruel and Jealous Spaniards, and tbeir more wily 
and ferocious allies, the Jesuits, armed with the 
power and the terrors of the Inquisition, to guard 
theway. The Gilberts, the Ralekha, the Drakes, 
skilled and dauntleBaaol,diersanasailozs,ga]laot, 
courteous ^ntleman, and incomparable scnolara, 
every one found Jiia death either directly or ia^U 
rectly in the vain Minniit of this same passage, 
thai was to open the 49ora of £1 Porwie to Um 
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sons of Old England, and place it the briglitest 

jewel in hercrowa. • 

We all know, too, Ihe valued livea, the countless 
treaeurfl which England has dedicate^ to death 
and d'estruction in the terrific seas and deserts of 
the North Pole in search of a northern passage. 
Many of her beat and bravest sons have perished 
there from the biting cold, or went down beneath 
some giant iceberg as it moved along in its sullen 
progress. But our old mother England pauses 
not at such loss, and, with the lost for commercial 
power, sUll penista in her endeavors. 

Loob at the position of the Central American 
States. Cast your eye over the map, and you 
will find what, to my mind, isamost strikingand 
wonderful fact, that as you travel south, the con- 
tinent ilsetf seems, in obedience to some great 
lav of nature, gradually to grow smaller and 
smaller, until, as you approach the Central Amer- 
ican States, the waters seem constantly encroach- 
ing upon the main land, until, when you have 
passed the State of Honduras, the waves of one 
ocean almost touch those of the other, as if the 
restless and turbulent Atlantic struggled to clasp 
in marriage the more peaceful western sea. 
I Bay, that from their very position they ha^e 
been, and must always continue to be, a great 
object of interest, if not of acquisition, to the 
leading Powers of the world. Why, sir_, saga- 
eioue England saw this long .before the birth of 
a Republic on this continent. From the time of 
the discovery by Spain in 1503 — I maysuydown 
to this very moment^ she has never withdrawn 
her eye fVom that point. As far back as 1643 a 
body of Englishmen, pirates and marauders, in 
the island of Jamaica, banded themselves together, 
and crossed over, and made an inroad upon the 
possessions of Spain in Central America. It is 
true they were dispossessed afterwards, I think, 
in \650,Dj the Vige General, as he was called, ff 
Guatemala, but they again and again renewed their 
attempts at diSerent points — at Grasioz a Diaz, 
on the Mosquito coost, and that part of Guate- 
mala now «uled the Belize, and always with the 
secret connivance of England. They still made 
successful inroads upon the Spanish provinces; 
and finally, in 1743, they were taken possession 
of formally and avowedly by the British Govam- 
ment. 

At the end of the war that followed, in 1763, 
Great Britain entered into a treaty with Spain by 
which she at once relinquished all right to any 
portion of Central Amenca, then called Spanish 
Anterica. But, sir, pursuing that policy of bad 
faith which stantls out upon all her history, she 
made another descent upon Spanish America; it' 
was, however, aAerwards regained, and, in 1783, 
another treaty was made, in which she, in most 
emphatic terms, renounced all soveriignty over 
that soil. In 1786 there was still another treaty, 
in which she, in yet more emphatic terms, relin- 
qnished any such claim. The war of 1796 sus- 
pended the enforcement of these stipulations, and 
m 1814 there was a final treaty entered into be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain. Ills important, 
sir, that we eitonid bear in mind the language of 
that treaty, because it has a direct connection 
with and throws light upon our controversy with 
England growing out of what is known as the 
Mosqaito coast question. In that treaty of 1814 
•he not only again recognized the right of Spain 
to all Central America as paramount and superior 
to her own, (the House will recollect that this 
treaty prc6eded the independence of -Central 
America some nine or ten years,) but in express 
terms pledged herself to " abandon the continent 
and all the islands adjacent Ui^to." 

Well, sir, things remained in this state until, 
in 1^1, the States of Central America, viz: Gua- 
temala, Nicaragua, San Salvador, Honduras, and 
Costa Rica, proclaimed their independence, re- 
nounced their allegiance to the Crown of Spain, 
and afterwards erected themselves into a sepa- 
rate and independent Republic. But.sir, unfortu- 
nately for the well-being of that infant Republic, 
dissensions soon grew up. She lacked a thought- 
ful and enlightened leader. She had not been thor- 
oughly imbuedwiih the true spirit of republican- 
ism. In 1834 these States formed a constitution 
modeled after our own, bdt the peace that resulted 
from the cooperation of the several Stales and 
thNrunion wu bat ihort-Iived. After the adop- 



tion of the constitution dissensions speedily man- 
ifested themselves; there were aeveral aspirants 
for power, and the result was that the Repoblic 
soon fell to pieces. 

But, sir, before we come to that, let me recall 
the recollection of the House to the fiict that, 
before they entered into this fvrmal union, as 
far back, I think, as December 3, 1833MtheBe 
embryo States, apprehensive that they might be 
merged in the larger Republic of Mexico, (which 
had about the same time severed herself from the 
Crown of Spain,} as a means of guarding against 
the efforts of Mexico to absorb them within her 
limits, and thereby rob them of their independent 
existence, passed solemn resolves incorporating 
themselves into the Union of the North American 
States. This project, of course, passed away 
upon the adoption of the Constitution of 1834; 
and, as I have already said, unfortunately there 
appeiA-ed various rival leaders, and in the contests 
that followed the life of the Republic was crushed 
out. ^ 1837, however, it seems that a new ray 
of hope and promise broke over that distracted 
land. In one of their intestine wars, a man, whp 
seemed to the patriots to have been bom for t&e 
crisis and the emergency, was lifted above the 
vulgar herd of factious spirits. He was no or- 
dinary man, no mere ambitious soldier who pre- 
sented himself, but a man of lar^ ^fts, who, by 
his wisdom, his caution, the statfctmanship he 
evinced, and the purity of his private character 
and life, induced the hope, which died out not 
for many years in that country, that throofh his 
iastrumentality, by his valor, courage, anaskill, 
peace might be once more restored t^ them. That 
man waa Morazan, the descenduit of a West 
Indian planter, who had married in Honduras. 
With great power he swayed the destiaies of 
that country for a number of years; but not even 
his wise policy and prudent counsels could quiet 
the discordant elements of that disturbed land, 
and the several States were constantly engaged 
in wars. 

Some ten yean after his advent on the stage of 
action, aman of opposite elements came forward, 
of savage instincts, without refinement or culti- 
vation of any sort. Carrera was a fit instrument 
of a crafty priesthood. He came into notice in 
1837, and from that time to the present must be 
regarded as the evil genius of the entire Central 
American States. A common herdsman — the 
" pig driver df Guatemala," as Squier tells us he 
was called — waa rude, ignprant, and unpolished, 
of gigantic strength, ferocious passions, indAn- 
itable will, and dauntless co^irage. This man was 
taken up by the priesthood as the instrument of 
crushing Morazan, and thus effecting their pur- 
poses. 

After many a conflict and disaster, now and 
(hen relieved by victory, Morazan, deftated and 
taken prisoner, fell a victim to the vindictive rage 
of the Carrera faction. After his death, but alight 
obstacles barred Carrem's way to absolute power; 
and he now stands, not the President of a repub- 
lican government, but the Dictator of Guate- 
mala, the chief State of Central America, and Ihe 
moat powerful enemy of the liberal party of 
Nicaragua. 

] have dwelt at some length on the intestine 
troubles of the Central American States; and I 
would now add, that the history of those wars and 
dissensions show throughout the active agency 
and interference of England; and I think I am jus- 
tified in saying that, but forher interference, there 
would have been at least a chance for a Repub^ 
lie of Central American States. Though Great 
Britain had abandoned to Spain all right to any 
portion of Central America, she was so fully 
aware of the advantages a foothold there would 
give her in controlling the commerce of the world, 
that, notwithstanding her disclaimer in 1814 and 
previously, she was constantly active to secure 
control overthose States. To MSect that purpose, 
bhe contributed to keep alive the discord of which 
I have spoken. It is known, and has mnrer been 
denied, that within the past eighteen months she 
has supplied the Costa Ricans with arms and 
munitions, if not ^ith funds, to carry on the war 
against the Government of Nicaragua, whose 
Minister was recognized hv President Pieree in 
May last. Her attempted Moiqnito woteolorate 
wat no meyure of phikuiiliropjr. DQt a trick 



I Tvsorted to to insure to berself the control of ■ 
! transit route. 

I 1 have not the time now to review the hisU'TT 
; of our controversy with England in nferencK :i 
I tliat matter. I can only ^anee at it. We kiK>¥ 
' the terms of the treaty commonly known as (bt 
I Clayton-Bulwer treaty. ' We remember tlie Aw 
j of its promulgation. We cannot forget the ain 
and purpose of this Government in enti-ring 'o 
that treaty. It was promulged in Jaly, I~jU. 
Yet, not long afterwards, England again nncrH 
mr rights over the Bay Islands. If gentlem'e 
will look at the correspondence between the tvo 
Governments they will find that Enj^tand BssiimHi 
the ground that Central America did not hare ;r* 
ownership of its islands and dependencies; axA 
this in the face of the settled law that discovny 
carrisa with it the right of sovereignty. Spic 
had originally the sovereignty of Central Amrri'x 
by reason of*^ her first discovery of that counirr: 
and when Central America achieved its iufe- 
pendence from Spain , as a necessary conseqnem 
the right of sovereignty went with it. 

I have mentionra these things to show ihi 
great importance of our country having son 
settled policy with reference to Central Amen^^ 
We know the character of the population of thos 
States ? We know that, though they embracf i 
large geographical area, not much below one mil- 
lion of square Rules, they are sparaelr pofMiIaied. 
There are Indiana, mixed races, and forcigntn, 
who have gone there from time to time, fonaio; 
a most heterogeneona,aggregate of inhabitanuL 
Now, from the history of the past, I lay down 
this proposition: It is preposterous to suppoK 
that a rude, Dncivittzed, uirice-mized race cue 
ever have contn^ in those latitudes. The qa^ 
tton then resolves itself into this; Either lUi 
country must fall in the future into the graspinc 
bands of our great commercial rival, Eagla<(!. 
or it must, in obedicDce to what I conceive to be 
the laws of nature, become, by geographical peti- 
tion, community of interest, and politiea] sya- 
pathy, ourfinn ally. At any rate there mun be 
established a separation between Ctyitral Antrr- 
ica and the great Powers of Europe, so lu b 
insure us the rights to which we are entiiW. 

1 hope Ihe House will Dot so far miaundersiaai 
me as to imagine that I am seeking now to inrid- 
cate the idea of annexation. Such ia not jtj 
purpose. That if our Government lasu vat 
domains will be enlarged, 1 have no doubt. 1 u 
not disposed to hurry events. I prefer leaTine 
them to the regular order of time. But I wtM 
at least afford encouragement to the eflbns ih>v 
making to regenerate theCentral American StsieJ. 
I wish toseeourGovemmentabandon thepoiicr 
of stretching our neutrality laws beyond ilni 
proper interpretation. And it seems to me thit 
a greater error never has been committed, (ut 
only by this, but by past Administrations, thu 
in the course which has been taken in regard to 
Central Amsrica. Why, lir, how do niatien 
stand? 

I havcnKiken of the controversy between ou'- 
selves and England on account of their Musqu.tn 
protectorate, and their well-known asBumptittnfl of 
right to control the fate of.ihat country. I veoiurs 
the assertion, that although the declaration of 
James Monroe in 1833, that the interest of iha 
country required that no foreign Power shouic t* 
allowed to interfere with the tXSurm of this conti- 
nent, has received the indorsementand approve, of 
every leading statesman. North and South. siiM 
its promulgaiion, yet the diplomatic history of ibii 
Government shows an entire and total disre-rjnl 
of that great doctrine. In my judgment, if there 
had been a wiser — and by that I meaja a bolder 
and more eneigetic — foreign poliey adopted by 
this Government, at this verv hour we should 
have upon our southera border a republic af- 
fording to us, either by railroads across their 
narrow isthmus, or by canals, what we so murh 
require and demand, if you fake up your tauies 
it will be found that it is only across the Ct-ninl 
American Sutes that the oriental marheis ate 
really open to us. If .you take the disiance 
around the Cape of Good Hope, you will find ihtx 
England is one thousand seven hundred. mi>e* 
nearer Canton and Calcutta than is tlie port of 
New York; while, Wa canal across the Isthmas 
efNicanigaa, ti>YmMin JMskibB^is «niirfly 
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reversed, and the snM factstanda out that there is 
a diminution of three thousand mile* in fhror of 
tJie American port. 

Tlic same is true in regard to the trade with the* 
western coast of South America and the Sand- 
wich Islands. If any eeutleman will take the 
trouble, fram these simple data, to calculate, not 
merely the distance in miles, but the fine — for that 
becomes important in regard to the diacoverf 
and applicauOD of a team— -he will find that it is 
across these Central American States that we (fti 
only expect to obtain full and complete control of 
our ffosBessions upon thf Pacific, and at the same 
time bring to our own doors the trade of Asia and 
China. En^laqd was aware of this, and hence 
her uiircraitung efforts to check our progress to 
commercial greatness. 

Though by the terms of the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty, Eugland engaged to protect Ijie construc- 
tion of, ana to maintain the security of property 
and rights of tntosit on all reilroui, canals^ op 
other contracts of eommuni£ation from Tehoan- 
lepec to Darien, we soon witnessed the subtile 
turnings of British diplomacy. AAer the United 
Slates were bound to the position that suited her 
purposes, England managed, before the delivery 
of lier ralilication, to dispatch a force to seize the 
Roatan Islands, and create ttaem into a British 
colony. These islands belong to Honduraa,Bnd 
arc so situated at, the outlet of the admirable Isth- 
nuis transit across that State, thUt, with them, a 
itrong {oaritime Fewer could exclt^e at will our 
:radc and travel through that routs to the Pacific. 
Competent engineers had examined the Voute, 
ind had reported strongly in favor of the harbors 
iieach terminus;and British policy acted prooijptly 
3n tiie suggestion. It was an item in her achetC- 
Lil'! of antagonism to American progress to seize 
ind keep in her own power the portals of this 
i^pting pathway to California. The movement 
ivos exactly timed. If she had robbed an Amer- 
ican Slate of these valuable islands before she had 
firmly bound the United States, even our meek 
ind m ucli -en during Government might have taken 
llie alarm, tnd rejei^ed the treaty. If she ratified 
it completely before she acted, the proceeding 
would oe ton barefaced for even English effront- 
ery. Her Minister is therefore directed to inform 
3ur Government, at the last moment, that the 
:realy " is not to be understood to apply to her 
Britannic Majesty's settlements of Belize and 
Xa dependencLes. This word *' dependencies" 
uras selected as indefinite enou^ to cover the 
iremcditated plunder of the itoatan Islands 
ivliichsbe was in the act of perpetrating. These 
slaiids had never before been called or consid- 
}red BrilisK property, or in any way " depend- 
incies'^of the British settlement of the Belize, 
riicy were usurped and created into a " de- 
Tendency** of the &lize, and re-baptized by 
he mime of the Colony of the Bay Islands. 
Elonduriis protested indignantly at this open 
>iracy of her territory. She reminded the United 
itau» of the Monroe doctrine^ an& proposed that 
ive should accept her as a State of the Union, and 
miiex her territory at once, rather than see it 
orn from her piecemeal by England. So stands 
he matter at the end or six years. England 
-ctains the plunder. Our GDveroment barelv 
rcntnrcs to whisper a timid dissent; and all 
Surupe may well declare, in tones of undisguised 
-.ontempt, that the American Union is, after all, 
>ut a " noisy braggart, and her doctrine of non< 
?ncroachment on American soil mere bluster bnd 
>niviido." Yet the question at stake is of incom- 
larable tnagnitude. It is, whether England or 
.he United States shall have the control of the 
uost important pathways, not only of our inter- 
state trade, but of oriental traffic. The gold dis- 
Torerics in our extended territories on the Pacific, 
>ar-boId approach to the mastery of Asiatic com- 
nvrce, and the general revolution in the channels 
>f trade which steam and American enterprise are 
luming from its old paths, to trad, by shorter 
-outcs, across th'e American Isthmus, startled the 
ears of England. She felt her decay was near, 
ivlien she bieheld American ships rivaling and 
outstripping hers, in tonnage as well as speed 
iiid power, un every sea. Her last hope is to 
'i^resuiU her vigorous competitor of the West, by 
leizing the gates of our invaluable home avenues 
)f commerce, and so retaia yet awhile the scepter 



in her own hands. On this idea sbe acted when 
she laid robber grasp on the Roatan Islands, and, 
in violation of truth, right, and international 
comity, she took ill^al and violent possession^ 
of the port of San Juan del Norte, the lawfUl' 
property of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

Sir, we have been recreant to our republican 
principles in abandoning the Monroe doctrine 
whenever and wherever it was attacked by Eu- 
rope, and now the penalty of our dereliction is 
being visited upon us in alCdirecUona. We have 
fallen so completely into the hhbit of non-resist- 
ance to European encroachments, that we are 
almost afraid to oppose them with firmness even 
in the safe warfare of diplomacy. Our apathy, 
if not our timidity, has provoked the aggressions 
growing out of the forced and fraudulent con- 
struction of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. That 
treaty was a snare and a deceit from the begin- 
ning, and only devised to entrap the United 
States into an engi^raent never to obtain a foot- 
hold on the American Isthmus, while England 
could go on taking all she wanted. When this 
duplicity was made evident by the seizure of the 
Roatan Islands, the treaty should at once have 
been declared forfeited and void, as an instrument 
obtained under false pretenses, and signalized by 
the evasion or denial of all the conditions and 
equivalents which the United States were induced 
by diplomatic artifices to believe it contained. 
Kvery month that monstrous and suicidal blunder 
remains uncanceled is a lowering of the dignity 
of our Govemmentr-a cause for the impeachment 
ofitswisdom — adiatrostofitscoarage. But, sir, 
1 cannot longer dwell upon this branch of the 
subject, ^he time to which, by the rules of the 
Honse, I am limited, is nearly gone, and I must 
hasten on. 

It will be remembered that thus far I have not 
spoken in reference to the existing state of things 
in Nicaragua. It is my purpose now to trace, 
briefly, the current of events in that State for the 
last years, the action of our own Govern- 
ment, ana the career of General William Walker. 

I confess frankly that I enter upon this portion 
of my subject in afhrless hopeful spirit than that 
which ruled me some days since; because recent 
intelligence places things in Nicaragua upon a 
different footing from what I had hoped. But, 
though at the present time clouds seem to be low- 
ering upon Walker, vet I am one of those who 
believe in the virtue ot the element of self-reliance; 
and if I read him arieht, there is that about him 
which marks him for a longer and still more 
brilliant career. 

There is, sir, a terrible power in calumny and 
detraction, which ever treads fhat and remorse- 
lessly upon the heels of virtus; and where it can- 
not entirely destroy, disappointment only adds 
new force and power to its hate. There is no 
man in our day who has been more maligned than 
he upon whom, 1 may now.say, the eyes of the 
world are cast. Walker is no vulgar adventurer, 
but a profound observer, an earnest, scholarly 
man, above all merceaa^ consideration8,*tem- 
perate, grave, courteous, tmd habitually ailent. 
Secretive and self-reliani, he is not so cautious as 
you would conceive so thoughtful a man to be, 
but hurried on occasionally by the impetuosity of 
genius, as ajl the nuster uiirita of the vorid have 
been. 

A yonng, bold, adventurous, tboughtfhl man, 
imbued with the truest spirit of Americanism, 
the keenest instincts of his peculiar nationality, 
the brave, enduring pionleriam of the West and 
South, prompt to the faintest voice of freedom, 
sallies forth to establish a nationality, to which 
he would impart, by his own eoe^y, genius, at^d 
enthusiasni, the deep love of lilwrty, industry, 
morality, and it might be prosperity, of his own 
happier land. Inspired by that herwc dream of 
freedom, and alove of ^ory which has character- 
ized the purest and noblest natures, he, at the 
call of the liberal party, then struggling in Nicar- 
agua, entered that State with the sraal] force of 
fifty or sixty mea. This was in June, 1855. For 
some monlAs civil war had prevailed, the " ser- 
viles and the liberals" contending for ijie ascend- 
ency. Chamorro, the leader of the former, and 
Castillion, the leader of the liberals, were candi- 
dates for the Presidenoy. Chamorro had usurped 
the government, and by superior force had con- 



fined his opponents within narrow limits, At 
this stage Castillion, the«reprcsentaiive of liber- 
alism, with the concurrence uf Solazar and ollicrs, 
invited Genera#Walker, then in California, to 
aid him in the' effort to rescue the country from 
the grasp of despotism. He did so; and landing 
at Realijo proceeded to Leon, where the liberal 
party was stationed. He obtained reinforcemenia 
of one hundred and fifty naUves, and shorUy 
afterwards marched upon the village of Rivas, 
which was defended by the whole force of the 
opposing party. His native allies deserted, and 
with his little band of fifty or sixty he fought 
against some four or five hundred. He was not 
successful in defeating the rival forces; but ha 
gave the most signal and never-to-be-forgotten 
evidence of his prowess ava soldier. Afterwards 
he defeated the enemy at La Virgin. 

In a short time the whole aspect of affairs was 
changed. Such was the impulse given the liberal 
party by this small fbree, that it soon became 
evident that ftill and complete success would 
crown their efforts. Chamorro and Castillion 
had died. Walker headed the liberal party, and- 
General Corral! copimanded the Chamorro fac- 
tion. 

On the 23d of October, 1855, Walker and Cor- 
rall entered into a treaty at Granada. As a com- 

Eromise, the treaty declared Patricio Rivas, who 
ad been connected with the Chamorro party, 
but who had taken no active part in the contro- 
versy, Provincial President for fourteen months 
unless he should decree an election before the 
expiration of that time. This mam Rivas was 
at the time collector at the port of San Carloa^ at 
the head of the San Juan river, and although he 
held that post under Chamorro, yet, in the hope of 
reatorine peace and quiet, Walker consented that 
he should occupy the highest place in power, and, 
he was accordingly proclaimed President of the 
Republic. Rivas afterwards ^sued a decree for 
an election of President by thepeoplejbutbefore 
it took place, he and Corrall left tlie capital and' 
set to work to overthrow the Government. A 
short time after entering into the treaty, Corrall 
was detected in treasonable correspondence, and 
was shot, ashedeserved to be, by Walker's orders.' 
Walker was elected President by the people. . 

Before the breach between Rivaa and Walker 
occurred, to wit: in 'November, 1855, the new 
Government was recognized by our Minister, 
Mr. Wheeler; and in May last our GovernmenC 
received Padre VigJI, the representative of the 
Rivas- Walker Government. It is known that at 
that time there were protests made against this 
recognition. But from whom did these protests 
come ? Not fVom any party claiming to be the 
ruling pov^er in the State of Nicaragua, but from 
some of the other and hostile States of Central 
America. Mr. Josaari, who, if I mistake not, 
is the Minister from Guatemala, and who also 
claims to be the present representative of Rivas^ 
protested, a few months ago, against the recog- 
nition of Padre Vigil, and m his protest alleged 
that-" there is not either in the United States, or 
anypart of the worid,any body who ia not aware 
that Sefior Rivas, who styles himself as Pres- 
ident of Nicaragua, is nothing but a creature of 
Walker — the complacent slave to^he ruler of hia 
country." 

And yet this denunciator of Rivas comes noWf 
if I have not been misinformed, and claims to be 
the Minister to our GiWernment from Rivas. 

In his annual message to this session, the Pres- 
ident employs language which by many is re- 
garded as a statement that diplomatic relations 
with Nicaragua ceased with the departure of the 
Padre Vigil from this country. If this be so, a 
large portion of the public has been misled. It 
has been publicly declared Uiat the Government 
held offieial communication with Mr. Heiaa^who 
was left in charge by the Padre. Walker was 
elected President on the 13th of July, 1856, and 
on the I9th of the same month was recognized 
by our Minister at Nicaragua. Since then, as 
declared in the public? journals, our State Demirt- 
ment has had negotiauons with the Walker Gov- 
ernment ftir the discharge of American toldien, 
and also in reference to what ia known as the 
" privateering" proposition. 

iSir, it may have been wise in the President to 
refiise to contfj^jj^^^jy^jjgit^ " 



I 



mi 



APPENDIX TO THE COIfGRESSIOWAL OLOBK 



[December 16, 



34tB doN0....3D 9feS9. 



, PresideTit^f Menage — Mr. Branch. 



Ho. or Reps. 



Government; bat it seems to me that the mere 
fact that this man's forlUnes seem momentarilv 
nnder a cloud should not weigh WftiiBt the well- 
catablisbed bet that he i« at the head ctf the only 
party constitutionally authorized to rule in Nicar- 
agua. He repreaentB not ontr the liberal party 
in that State — those in favor of legitimate govern- 
inenl— but, what is greatly important to us, he 
is the type and representative of our own nation^ 
idity. And, in addition to this, the struggle now 
i;oine on in Nicaragua is not between the peoplo 
that State and Walker as an invader, but 
between Walker, the duly-elected President, and 
ail invading army from the hostile States of 
Ouatemala, Honduma, San Salvador, and Costa 
Kicsi whose object is^ot merely to crush Aim, 
But to exterminate «H the Americana who have 
Mdeeted Nicaragua as their home. 

The recogniuon in - May lost met with my 
. approval, ana I regret exceedingly our Govern- 
ment has thought proper to change its policy. 
The reasons ui^ed for the change are, m my 
hidgment, iosumcient. After the recognition in 
May, our political and commercial interests re- 
quired that our Government should have afforded 
every encouragement to the new one in Nicara- 
gua. Cordiality on oOr port would have gone for 
to have insared to it pennaneney and stability, 
u the United States had acknowledged the Rivas- 
Walker Government immediately upon it is form- 
■tiof), in all probability peace and order would 
Iiave been maintained; the election for President 
there would have passed off quietly, and Walker 
might now be the head of a Government.whose 
course he would shape after our own, and whose 
destinies be would endeavor to link with those of 
Uiis Union — not by tlie absorption of Nicaragua 
into our Confederacy, but, in a just estimate of 
the value of geosrapoical relations, mindful of the 
value of republican principles, and true to his 
Aroericao instincts, would aid us in our reach 
after commercial sway. 

Our clock tells me that my Ume is nearly out, 
and I cannot speak fully upon this subiect. 
I have been much hurried, and have perhaps 
4chieTed nothing more than to coll the attention 
df the House and the country to matters of great 
moment to us — matters demanding the calm ex- 
amination of all thoughtful men lO this country^ 
If we are to afford no countenance or encourage- 
ment to the efforts being mode there to establish a 
Government in Central America, baa^d upon the 

Srinciples' of ojir own, it seems to me, air, the 
ay will come when, in spite of ourselves, the 
whole power and control of that country will>not 
only pass from our hands but will go into the 
liands of those whose iDterests ore ootagoaiBtic 
to our own. • 

Row, Mr. Speaker, I beg to assure the House 
(hat, in broaching this subiect and advocating 
the claims of President Walker to your respect 
and confidence, I am in no wise influenced by his 
^ate decree authorizine slavery in Nicaragua; for, 

Sir, however convinced I may be of the inevitable 
eaiiny of the ne^ro to a condition of servitude, 
and of the adaptaUon of the soil of Central Amer- 
. Jca to slave labor, 1 am willing to leave it to the 
liiws of nature, to be'governed by climate and 
soil, and the "eternal fitness of things." At 
any rate, my odvoeacy of a change in our policy 
^wards^ those Central American btates has been 
in no wise influenced by^bat decree. 
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Mr. BRAl^Ctl said: 

Mr. Speaker: I feel no hesitation in engaging 
in this debate, because I do not think it either 
unprofil^e or a waste of lii^e. I do not think 
yte wovid be badly occupied if we were only 
gaihwing tip and amitjpuig the milfr*^" for tliie 



history of -the past; and probably we could not 
be better employed than m defining clearly what 
issues have oeen settled bv the people, in order 
(hat parties and indiTidnan may eonfttrm their 
conduct to tKe popular verdict. I do not think 
it worth while to inquire why the people decided 
as they did decide; but I propose to state what, 
in my opinion, the people did decide, and what 
ought to be considered hereafter as seuled by the 
contest. 

Before proceeding to'do so, however, I wtA to 
advert to one or two remarks which fb\l from the 

fentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cuhba.cs] who od- 
ressed the House yesterday. 
As proof of the deleterious effects of slavery, 
where it prevuls, the gentleman dted the fhct, 
which he says appears from the census of 1850, 
that the State of Georgia has improved and under 
cultivation butsix mimoos of acres of land , whilst 
it has sixteen millions of acres unimproved. Na- 
ture has been bountiful to the southern States in 
many respects, and has given to them much fertile 
Aiil; but if the State ofGeoi|^ possesses the pro- 
portion of good, ar^le soil — such as would tempt 
cultivation, whilst so. much unappropriated land 
of great fertility is offered by. the Government at 
no great distance off — as this statement would 
seem to indicate, she has a for greater proportion 
of good land than any other southern or western 
State with which I am acquainted. Much less 
than one fourth of our land is desirable for colti- 
vatioD, and heoce our population is sparse. 
This sparseneas may entail upon us some dis- 
advantages; but if it has tended to preserve us 
from the crimes, the imu, and the fitnru which 
constantly afflict the tnickly-sctded northern 
States, we are amply compensated for every 
disadvantage. 

I must say also to the gentleman, that if with 
slave labor Georgia cultivates six millions of 
acres, without slave labor it would not cultivate 
one million. Our soil and climate render it cer- 
tain that without slave labor our entire cropa of 
sugar and rice, and two and a half of the three 
million ba^s of cotton we make, would be anni- 
hilated. And when they are annihilated, what 
would remain of tin commerce, trade, and pros- 
perity of the North? We hare tbe satisfaction 
to know that when our northern assailants shall 
destroy us, they cannot themselTcs escape fVom 
the rutns. 

The gentleman alleges also that the stavehold- 
ing States aTe behind the non-slaveholding in 
raUroad building and other improvements. I 
have read such assertions in newspapers and 
elsewhere, and seen them go forth uncontradicted; 
but they shall not go out from this Hall without 
beingexposed. Iholdinmyhandatal)Ie,prepaTed 
by myself from data ftimiehed by the American 
Almanac, published in Boston, showing the miles 
of railroad, the number of population, and the 

froporiion between the two, in the Atlantic States, 
t ooes not embrace the northweatern States, 
because their railroads were, to a large extent, 
built by the Federal Government out of the com- 
mon pnM>erty of the Union, and furnish no indi- 
cation of the wealth or enterprise of those Slates. 
I take those States embracea within the limits of 
tbe or^nal thirteen. 
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It appears Arom this table that notwithstanding 
the fkct that it embraces the densely-settled man- 
ufacturing States of New England, with their 
concentrated wealth, and notwitnstandingdiat the 
North, in trade, has always held ut tributary— 
our wealth and our patronage contributing mate- 
rially to build and support its roads; whilst ours 
derive no patronage from them except as an 
occasional "drummer" seeks our custom — yet 
Wjkhave built and now have in t^mtion just 
fiff^ per cent, more of railroad, in proportion to 
white population, than the North has. * 

If we include our slaves, free negroes, and 
Indians, (thoogh there is no more propriety in 
counting them tlutn in eoanthlg tbe horses, cattle, 
or other live property of the NortiiA the North ia 
less than ten per cent, in advance of us. 

If we comfwre with the great agricultural States 
of New York and Pennsylvania, which have 
coal and tbe commerce of the great lakes to aid 
them, we have double as much in proportion to 
white population as they have; and counting our 
slaves, me negroes, ana Indians, we are twenty- 
five per cent in advance of them. 

This course of remark gives me no pleasure, 
nor would I derive any satisfaction from such a 
comparison, if it had not become necessary to 
vindicate the maifRness and the enterprise of a 
great people assailed by bigoted ignorance and 
blind fanaticism, for houing to Uie institutions of 
their fithers. 

Satisfied with the bri^t deeds of the past, the 
fruition of the nresent, and the glorious promise 
of the future, 1 willingly pass on from the vin- 
dication of my peoi^e, to inquire what of their 
rights Were decided by the recent election. 

Throughoutthe canvass I saw inscribed on every 
banner, and occupying the prominent place in 
every party platform — the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill, the repeal of the Missouri restriction, no* 
intervention by CongrMs in regard to slavery in 
the States or Territories. I saw every other 
issue that parties or individuals attempted to place 
before the people promptly and decisfyely repudi- 
ated, and the whole contest made to hinge on this 
one idea. 1 saw the Democrats everywhere. 
North, Soudi, East, and West, not only accept- 
ing tliat issue, but presenting it as that onwhtcfa 
they demanded the verdict of the country. I saw 
theBlack Republican party endeavor to dodge and 
shirk that issue, and pretend tliat the real issue 
was slavery or no slavery, and whether Con- 
gress should legislate slavery into the Territories, 
although it is Known ^at the Democratic party 
would as much oppose a law of Congress estab- 
lishing slavery aaitdoea one prohibiting it. 1 
saw the issue clearly and decisively mE^e, and 
the verdict of the people dearly and distinctly 
rendered in favor of oie Kansas and Nebraska 
bill, in fkvor of peace to theSooth, and repose to 
the country from the everlasting din of slavery 
agitation. The people have declared that the 
whole slavery question shall be settled now and 
forever on the prindples of the Kansas and Ne- 
braska bill. 

I have heard nothing in the debate here,%nd 
read nothing in the similar debate in the other 
end of the Capitol, to make me doubt whether 
the issue had been fairly made — on the contrary, 
much to prove that it was; and I should not opes 
my lipa but for the course of remUfcs indulged 
in by the honorable gentleman fVom Kentucky, 
[Mr. H. M arshall] — a course of remark calcu- 
lated to fan into fiame the dying embers of slavery 
strife, and sow dissensions among thoae who 
are striving to extinguish them. If the South 
desired to keep its institutions under discussion 
here, I would not hove been surprised at tbe gen- 
tleman's remarks, for I could only construe them 
into a denial that the recent election had settled 
anything in our favor; and if it seuled nothing, 
of course the Black Republicans will feel them- 
selves justifiable in eonunuing to agitate. 

On what ground does the honor^Ie centleman 
thus summarily strip the South of all the benefit 
of the verdict I He Bays the Democrats at the 
North represented the Kansas and Nebraska bill 
as invesung the people of those Territories with 

Eower to abolish slavery through the Territorial 
egislatures, whilst thgDemocrata.at the South 
represented ^lUftM|^j|^^|g^i|^i^^ or pro- 
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eonstitytioN. On th» groand he chs^ei that 
different pcraons of the Democratic party pkoe 
different conttnictiona on the bill. iXow, nr. I 
may admit the genUeman'B pretniaea— Idoadmit 
that Boiae persona maintain the opinion diat the 
Le^ialature of a Territory can prohibit slavery, 
wtulst othera maintain that it cannot; but that ia 
not becauae of any diflerenee of oonstnicdoa 
placed on the bill, but only a diffefcnee of opinion 
M to hov a judicial question, aHaine not under 
the bill, but under the Constitution of the United 
States, will be decided by i^e Supreme Court. 

The bill leaves the people ** free to regulate 
their own domeatie tnstitutiona in tfaetrovn way, 
Bubject only to dw Conatilution of Um United 
States.*' The friends of the bill tA\ agree that 
this clause releases the Territories, as regards 
their domestic institutions, from congressional 
control, but leaves them to be conurotwd by the 
Constiiutioo. They agree that they are author^ 
izcd to regulate them not only in such manner, 
bat also at auch time, as may not be inconsistent 
with the Constitution. And they agree that, if 
a question arises either as to the character of any 
particular regulation, or as to the competency of 
the Legislature to make it, it is a judicial question 
to go to the oourts, and be decided not by refer- 
ence to the bill* fbr the bin contains nothing 
about it, biit according to the principles of the 
Constitution. Up to this point there is no dia- 
agreement among the friends of the bill, and all 
agree that at this point th^ bill stops. 
i- The question remaining to be decided is, wfaetherr 
according to the principles of oar Constitution, a 
Legialature (especially of an inchoate Tmitory) 
can make fundamental regulations, abolishing 
existing rights of property already Tested in indi- 
viduals uiMer State c4m8titutionB. I admit that 
on tlii point there is a difference of opinion* but 
all are willing to aUde by the, decisaon of the 
Supreme Court; and as the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill throwB no ligfat on it,and never pretended lo 
decide it, the gentleman from Kentucky might 
as well charge us with diflering in our construc- 
tion of an .act referring a case to the Court of 
Claims, because we may differ in opinion as to 
how the Court oug^ht to decide the case. 

Cientlemen on the other side aak us tauntingly 
what opinion the President elect entertains on 
these poiuts. I undertake to say, withoat having 
any special knowledge on the sulgect, that he 
construes the Kansas and Ndwaaka bill as I anil 
all other Democrats construe it. What opinion 
he entertaina on the judimal question, I do not 
know; it is not important for the country to 
know; emd gentlemen are probably doomed to re- 
main in igntfrance, as the KxeeatiTe is restrained 
hy the fundamental principles of our Government 
from endenvoringto influence, the intrusion of 
h jfi opinions and wishes, the action of the tu4ioial 
department on a qusetioa pending, or Jikaly lo be 
brought before it. 

I can tell gentlnnent howeter, what I think 
the Supreme Court will decide; and as we have 
been so emphatically challenged from the other 
aide, I feci no hesitation in doing so. If the re- 
m\t should prove me to be in error, it will only 
prove me to be, what the clients of much better 
lawyers have often, to their sorrow found thera 
to be, fEdlible in iqy judgment of the law. My 
opinion is, that the Supreme Court will decide 
that the establishment of what shaH be, and 
what shall not be, property — ^who shall be citi- 
zens and who shall be alavee,% part of the ori- 
ginal compact under which individuals enter into 
Booiety; tliat that original compact must precede 
and doeB create government, of which a Legis- 
lature is but one of the parts; that this original 
compact must be made of, and is presumed to 
have the assent of, the individuals eompoung 
th^ society in their separate, original, sovereign 
character. In England it is unwritten and undi- 
gested. It 48 found in Miena Charia and the 
nill of Rights; resting in tnvaitioDs and alluded 
to in acts «f Parliament; axioms announced by 
popular leaders and embalmq^ by popular ap- 
proval; the tnmnttuotw demands m rebelliom 
tnassesi end the reluctant asorat of humbled 
kings—all spread through the history of a thou- 
Banu years. Such is the original compact of 
island, unwritten and unsabeeribed, yet known 
her ittfeanMD asd Msding tm rwn. 



This shadowy and mythical thing is the original 
compact establishing the rights of property and 
the relations of man to man, and. the Parliament 
of England, the Supreme L^slatare of the King- 
dom, dares not alter one of its provisions or 
usurp one of the prerogatives of those who estab- 
lisbed it. In the United States the orijgiDal com- 
pact ia set forth in written Constituuona, accu- 
rately and exactly setting forth the powers to be 
exercised by Government, by the Legislature, br 
the E^cutive, and by the Judiciary— which 
with us conetituu the Government. The basis 
of our whole system of republicanism is, that 
powers not specially granted are reserved to the 
people, and that changes of the fundamental 
policy of a State can only be made by the people 
themselves in their sovereign capacity, through 
representatives specially elected for that purpose. 
No one has ever attributed to a Legiualure in 
tki* country sovereignty, or aright to do what it 
wills. After the Constitution has declared thata 
particular object — as land~ahall be subject to be 
appropriated as property, it ia the province ofthi 
Legislature to provide rules for its appropriation, 
to regulate the incidents of such appropriation, 
and to protect and secure the possessor m.its en- 
joyment. ButthsL^datarethatshouldaeaume 
tn declare that land uonld no longer be appro- 
priated to the- separate use of individuala, but 
ahould be free as air to every ooe who aUould 
choose to get upon it, would be laughed at as 
aiming to transcend its powers. A Legislature 
cannot, except on a speeiid erant of power in a 
Constitution , exercise any of wose powers usually 
considered as making up the anregate of sover- 
e^ty, much less can it eontroT and regulate at 
its will, and annul the rights of property, the 
eatabUsbment of which is suppoeed to lie the 
first aet of man indka^ng that he ia emergiiv 
from barbarism. 

I may be reminded that Slates of the Union 
have abolished slavery byl^i^otive enactments. 
Such enactments by States may be constitutional 
— I incline to the opiniiHi that they are not, where 
the constitution of the State does not speeially. 
grant power. But the assumption of such a 
power by the Legjslatiue of a sovereign Slate, 
(^Bovereign as to its domestic concerns,) deriving 
its authority ftoiA a Constitution framed by (he 
people, might be snstaioed without its following 
that the same power belongs lo m TerritoriiM 
Legislatare which derives ita exislenoe and all 
its powers from an aet of Congress, constitutes 
part of a goverotnent never sanctioned by the 
peofrie, confessedly temporary iu its char«at«r, 
and liable to be altered or abolished at any mo- 
ment by act of Congress, and possessing no more 
of sovereignty, and less of ind^Mndenoe, than 
an ordinary moneyed corporattOB. 

That auch a body possesses power lo annul 
rights of property acquired and held under the 
common law and constitutions of £fkeea States of 
Uie Union, appaus to me a fwopoeiuon too bmm- 
atrouB to be enierlnined for a moment in a nation 
not prepared to revert to barbarism and anarchy. 

Tnis 18 nota question of the respective powers 
of the State ana Federal governntenu. It is a 
question of the relative and respective power of 
itne L^islature oa the one side, and the sovereign 
people on the other, tt is a conflict between the 
coastttation-making power and the kw-makinp 
power. On. the one aide are atability, aaeatitft 
conaervatiam; on the other are chaoge, cfaooa^ 
end agrariaoism. 

If it comes within the scope of the legislative 
power to abolish slavery, then what gentleman 
are pteased to coll squatter sovereignty la no new 
<thing in the Government. 

The bills or^niztng territorial govenments in 
Utah and NewMexteo, for both of which I believe 
the gentleman from KenUicky [Mr. H. Max- 
BOALbl vated> and both of whidi were sif oed by 
Mr. Fillmore, provided aa lUlowsf 

"Sec.8. TliMtheleglsIativepowerorBSfdTenttoryahall 
extend to sll fight/at RiU«cti of legUMtM eenslttMt wlfli 
ItaeConniuuitworUftUaiml SiaMsandtbepravMroositf 
tbU act." 

The same phrase oeeon in i^moat, if not quite, 
all the territorial acts ^er passed by Congreia. 
If the abolition of slavery ia a " rigfatAil subject 
of legislatioB," all the tmitorial acta have oon- 
ftmdon«IwIi%UdaUaeelliepowfirio«bdMhit. 



If it is not a rightM subject of I^islation, but 
beloiws to the constitution-making power, then 
the iGuisas and Nebraska act does not confer oa 
the Legislature power to abolish it. Gsnttemep 
who have vot«d#or auch territorial acts, or who 
have voted for Mr. Fillmore, may take which evfp 
horn of thedilraNBatheychoose;either the Kav- 
sas and Nebraska act does not contain the prin- 
ciple of squatter sovereignty, or they have vot^ 
for it and are estopped from u»;ing u against th^ 
Kansas and Nt^raska act. For my part, I de 
not think it a rightful subject of legislation, and 
hence I do not think the act or the ConstitutioB 
confers any such power on the Lefislaturs, aiti 
I am satisfied that the Supreme Court will ip 
decide, if the quests should ever arise. 

Mr. Speaker, when, in 1854, we accepted tbf 
Kansaa and Nebraska bill, ve accepted it with a 
perfect understanding of all its provisions. 
knew that it referred the question I have been e^ 
amining to the courts of the country. Weaime^ 
to refer it to that tribunal, because it was a ques- 
tion appropriate to the courts. We had con^ 
dence in them, and were witling to abide by theij* 
decision. We knew the act repealed the stigma 
upon us and our institutions . which bad bee» 
standing on the atatute^ok for more than thi^ 
years. That eommended it to onr favor. 
above all we embraced it because it contained t^ 
great doctrine of non-intervention by Congress 
because, under, the fair and full operation of that 
principle, the question of slavery could no tnore 
get into Congress to furnish fuel for the fires o£ 
agitation, and to make the main element in elec- 
tioss; because under it we and our institutions 
would cease to be a foot-ball in the political arend, 
and because we might expect peace and security 
instead of the insubordination and inaurrectios 
which northern • ft m aticiam ia begtoning to pro- 
duce in-our midst. We knew that the greatevU 
under which ve are suffering is the domestiedis- 
quiet caused bv congressional agitation, and we 
jsmbraced that bill cordially; not because it estab- 
lished slavery tn (he Terntories, for we knew it 
did not, nor yet because we thought it inadred the 
establi^meat of slavery; for leading soaihan 
Stateinien declared their great doubt whether 
slavery would ever be df sired by the people therst 
and none thought the stability of the institution 
in Che southern States dMMnded in anydwee iHH 
the decision of tka peopb of Konoas. We «»■ 
bnced it because it removed an odiotu and un- 
constitutional dioeriminaUon against dB| and 
promised to arteat congnasionol agitatkin on Ita 
subject. 

Gentlemen representing the staveholdingStates, 
who have had so recently an opportunity to lean 
the temper and fixed determination of the pectin 
of those States, need not be told that the eon* 
tioued existence of this Union depends oa t^e 
cessation of congresslonttl agitation of slavery; 
and that on our return home aAsr the last seasiMi 
of Gongrssa, we found 'those who are moat a^ 
taohad to the Union, and the least in the hal^ 
of anticipating its dissolution, declaring sorrow- 
fully, but firmly, that unless we can have more 
quiet in the Union, we will be oonipelled to aepa- 
rate %nd plaee ourselves in a position to fend off 
iatrusiona dotrimeotal to our peace. The Sowh 
demands peace; and peace abe must and will 
hare— 4iot the heavy and stupefying sleep OtitL 
follows submission to wrong and insult, tmt the 
repose of health and vigor — the peaeefiil enjoy- 
ment of aoknowledged rights. 

After a two yeara' contest of anporalldad vio- 
lence—and at times, sir, of aooh ooubtfnl isaoe 
as to overwhelm the friends q£ the Constitution 
and Union with gloom and despondency— the 
people have rendered their final verdict in that 
high court from which there is no appeal, in* 
favor of the Kansas and Nebraska bill— jn favor 
of peace and amm, and against congresaional 
agitation on ths subject of slavery. 

Will our opponents submit to the verdict?. 
They cannot successAilly assail it. They cannot 
hope to get it aet aside. But they can do what 
defeated— hapafeairiT defeated— adversaries gen- 
erally do; what Moloch, in the great poem, coun- 
sel^ the Mien, angels to do, vis: sow disaen- 
aioma and AwMnt diaeord in ths ranks of dm 
viotoEa^ 

•* .WUob, if Bst vbmcyi lHP« larmvk" 
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Foremost in this labor I am aurpriMd to find, 
and regret to find, a Bouthern Repreflentative— 
the faonorable gentleman from Kentaeky, [Mr. 
H. Makihall,] who Toied for the admiauon of 
Califoniia with ner equaUer eoitreignty conatitu- 
tion. and who is fresh fh>m a conteat in wbiciy 
he auetained Mr. Fillmore, wlio instigated the 
aqoattere to assume the aorereignty of Califor- 
nia, and, in efieet, wreat that valuable aequiailion 
not onlv from tha South, bat from tba control of 
the Federal GoTemmenu 

Will the Democratic party, eapeeially will the 
■outhem portion of it, mil into tne snare laid for 
it by the Fillmore men of the South, and the 
BlacKRepoblicans of tha Norths Shall we miarrel 
oTer the bone of contention oaat into our midat by 
the faonorable gentleman from Kentaeky t What- 
ever others may do, I will not. I do not believe 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill empowers the Terri- 
torial L^ialatnre to exclude the ilaveholder with 
his property. But I am wiUii^ for that question 
to take the conraa of otherflwnatitDtional i]tiea- 
tions, Ad be dedded by the courts as the bill 
intended it should be decided. 

If die LeKiB'<>^^>^ °f Kansas excludes slsTeiT, 
and the courts decide that it is competent for the 
LM^slature to do so, I will abide by the decision; 
and when she applies for admission into the Union , 
I will Tol« for her admjsaion if I have a seat on 
this floor. On the other hand , I hold every Dem- 
ocrat bound to vote for her admission if she ap- 
plies with a constitolion aatablidiiiqf or penmt- 
tioff livery. 

We seek not to foroe the' inatitotion on any 
people against their will, -it is able to vindicate 
Itself; and if its advantages in a particoIarJocality 
are not obvious enough to enaole it to contend 
against m accidental opposition, it will not be 
very important to the slaveholder to be pennitled 
toiro there. 

Henea I canDOtseethattheqaeationostA when 
the pliwer may be exercised possesses the im- 
portance attributed to it by Some of my A'iends. 
It is Certainty of too little value to distract the 
country, divide the Democratic party, and haraaa 
the South with a new issue. All agree that it 
may be exenased at the time of framing a con- 
stitution, and it is a mere question of time. 
Every one knows that if the majority of the 
Leeislatarv are ^posed to slavery, there are a 
multitude of ways m which the slaveholder may 
be harassed and kept out by hostile legislation, 
and by a failure to provide remedies for the pro- 
teetioQ of hia ri^u. Proctioolly, the institution 
con only be introduced and sustained where the 
majority are willing to tolerate it; and one great 
advantage to the South of the Kanaaa-Nebraska 
act is, that hereafter Congreas will atand pledged 
qot to preveot the people from havingit if the ma- 
jority wish it. It 18, m my ojunion, a beneficent 
institution, and wherever it ought to exist it will 
exist, if th« people interested are left free to con- 
sult their choice. To establish it where, from soil, 
climate, or other circumstances, it ought not to 
exist, tends to weaken the institutionaverywhere, 
by furnishing plausible ailments against it. 

Looking to the relaUve strength of the slave- 
holding and non-slaveholding States^ in th€ Sen- 
ate, which is the only point of view in which the 

fneation of slavery extension affects the slave- 
oMer, I have no hesitation in preferring squatter 
Bovereignty to congressional sovereignty. Ay, 
sir, i would rather leave the question to the first 
hundred persons who reach the Territory than 
to this Congress; and weall know thatourehances 
of impartial justice from future Congresses are 
jaanSitu^j gloivny. In both branches the non- 
•lavebohung States have mojoritiea; and in the 
^fttture we are fkr more likely to have an acees- 
'•ionofslaveholdiogSutes under the spontaneous, 
WMontrolled action of the settlers in the Territo- 
riast than under a policy molded and influenced, 
if not dictated and controlled, by Congress. 

I know not on what ground the South should 
entertain jealousy and suspicion of the early set- 
tlers in toe Territories. No people more fully 
realize the necessity of compulsory labor than 
those going forth into the wilderness to conquer, 
and leduee it to the use of man. With lanas to 
eltar, honaes to build, farms to improve, they 
•ooo Isam that hireling labor cannot be com- 
Budedt fttr dw aariy ■sitlen an all hiien, and 



none are hirelings. And they ore not usually of 
that canting and hypooiticol class of sentiment- 
alists who hesitate to use tha blessings Provi- 
dence has placed within their reach, for fear 
Providence has erred in blessing them. 

Hence a most significant fact, to which I would 
call the attention of my friends who so much fear 
the action of the eariy settlers. It is this: that 
every Territory which has been left fiee to select 
its own institutions, haa estsAlidied or permitted 
slavery. And the Territories northwest of the 
Ohio, over which the ordinance of 1787 extended, 
petitioned Congress for the repeal of the anti-sla- 
very clause of the ordinance, protesting against 
it as retarding die improvement and settlement 
of the eouDtr^, and vainly clamored for the priv- 
ilege of luiving staves. California presents no 
exception to the remark . There a snap j odgment 
was taken against th^nstitution at a time when 
the expense of transporting a slave was ao great 
as to preclude the possibility of introdudnr labor* 
ing men^ much less ftunilies, through whiwi aloHM 
the institution could be planted. And besides, 
California cannot be said to have been free to se- 
lect its institutions; for, as Congress was then 
constituted, it was well known that its admission 
into the Union would be opposed, retarded, and 
probably altogether defbated, on that ground, if 
ita constitution did not prohibit slavery. And 
there is reason to believe that the anxiety of the 
people for immediate admission into the Union, 
and the well-known ssnuments then prevailing in 
Congress, constrained them to forego the advant- 
ages of an institution which would do so much 
to develop her mineral and agricultural resources. 

Nor is this strikingjaet confined to the Terri- 
tories of the American Union. Enry people 
settling a new country have borne the some testi- 
mony to the advantage and necessity of having 
labor that can be commanded. The Spaniards, 
who took possession of Mexico, the West Indies, 
and other portions of this continent soon after its 
discovery, though marching under the cross for 
a banner, and nghting in virtue of a bull of the 
Pope, professedly for the propagation of Chris- 
tianity, soon reduced the feeble natives to slavery, 
and compelled them to worit as slaves. Our own 
venerated ancestors, who took possesuon of this 
portion of the continent, found it occupied by a 
more formidable and warlike race than the feeble 
aborigines of the tropics; but with a knowledge 
of the hardy and enlerprisinr character. of ^e 
first emigranu from England, we caukot doubt 
that they would very oooo have hamesssd the 
Pequod and the Karragansett but tor the timely 
amval of a Dutch ship vith a eargo of African 
nenoes. 

Oil taeh slight cireumattmee* do the ftiie of 
nations and the destiny of raees depend. The 
enslaved African has been civilized, and gone'on 
increasing and multiplying beyond all precedent; 
whilst the Indian, rejoicing in his freedom, has 
receded before civilization, a prey to suffering,, 
to want, and to barbarism, meidng away on the' 
frontiers, and carrying nothing but his boasted 
freedom across the broad praines of the West, to 
the base of that great mountain range in whose 
icy gones he must perish. When starvation 
and death are upon him, and bis last " freedom 
shriek" is heard in the fountains) if the poor, 
fHendless savage could look upon thewell^M, 
comfortable, and happy African on a southern 
.plantation, who can 'doubt that he would bewail 
the chance that left him free, and mode the Afri- 
can a slave? The introduction of that cargo of 
Africans dosed up the only avenue through which 
the Indian could have be«i conducted to eiviliiop 
don, placed under proteetioni and preserved from 
exterminadon. 

It is a curious fhct, (dso, that as the priest had 
been die foremost in enslaving the Indians in 
Mexico, doubtless oa a means of convevdng them 
to Christianity— and in every allotment took to 
himself the taigest share— ao the New England 
Puritan was the foremost to enter into the African 
slave trade, and secure the prdB< of reducing men 
to slavery. 

In looking over the Ihce of the globe, I find that 
Wherever there, is a eouhtry fit for Uie use of 
civilised men, but which civilized men have not 
yet oecapied, there Providence has placed a 
■avaga and debased nwe, hannf the ability but 



not the indinadon to labor. When civili^d man 
comes into it, I find univenallr a disposition 
monifbtted on bis part to enslaTe the inferior nee. 
The aeeessity of his position compels him to it; 
and he mar be only avaittog himself of a wise 
etooomy or Providence, which frfaoed the inferior 
race where it would be needed . I find that in oH 
our Territories, where the poUey of the Govern- 
ment and the aeodments of our people fmiiid any 
attempt to enslave the Indian, the eariy aetden 
in evenr instance matiifint the greatest anxiety 
to avail themselves of African slavery. I infer 
from this that statery is suitable to their condition , 
and that they realize that it is so, and will con- 
daue to introduce it in tba Aitore, as they have 
done in tlw post, if permitted to exerdse a free 
choice; and I have no fear that, uailer any eon- 
'struction which the Supreme Court may place on 
the Kansas and Nebraska act, die citizens of the 
elareholding States will suffer any injnstioe at the 
bands of those whom gentlemen are |deaaed to 
eall squatters. 

Tltereocemany in the ranks of tha Demoeratie 
party who differ from me on thia point— some 
hoping and some fearing that the people will 
exclude slavery if they bave the power. We 
bonesdy differ in opinion oa n matter of ofHnion; 
and I hope no gentleman will say we construe the 
act differently, because we differ in opinion as te 
the choice the pe<^le will probably make. 

Mr. Speaker, I advocated the Ejuisas and Ne- 
braska bill at die Unw it was enacted. I faavs 
advocated it throughout tlie loi^and trying ordeal 
through wbiek it naa passed. I atana upon the 
bill OS it is in all ite fbarares. I vUl make no new 
issue on it, fora new issue involves renewed agi- 
tation, and a surrenderof the great pointsalready 
gained. Oive us a faithful execution of that law, 
and my constituents will be satisfied. If squatter 
sovereignty is in it, it gets there, and can only 
get there by being in accordance with theConsU- 
tuuon of toe United Slalea, and whatever is in 
that instnimAnt is right. ( 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
NicHOLi] aaid much about Bnehanao, Breck- 
inridge, and fite Euisas." Sir, I am for fm 
Kansas ; 1 am for Kanaas — free to aehet her own 
institndons, and work out her own desdny; free 
from the control of influences forei^ and alien 
to her interests; free from the wilhenng invaaioB 
of fanaticism; free, as Kentaeky is free, and as 
North Carolina is free. 

The gentleman from Ohio and his aasoeiaies 
are not for free Kansas. They would enetav* 
Kansas, for the hope of changing the social stofut 
of an inferior race. They would enslave the white 
man of Kan sa e -deprive him of his political free- 
dom, that die nwo may be free. 

Sir, I am for me whits men, and free States 
everywhere. The gentleman firom Ohio and his 
associates are for free negroes. I am for free 
Kansas; and I was for Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge, because I behaved them to be fi>r free 
Kansas. 



NATIONALITY OF THE DEMOCKATIC PARTY— 
POSmON OF PABTIBS IN INDIANA. 

SPEECH OF HON. W. H. ENGLISH, 

or INDIANA, 
Iv THE HODSB OF IUnXUMTATtTXa» 

l^emter 17, 
Tbe Boose bavtaig pnder ooaridentian tbs qusMhwi of 
refcrrini Uw PmUest's M tm tgt lo Ibe CoBwltlce of lbs 
Wt>ot« on ibe stsu of the Unioa, aad lbs pilnilD| of ua 

Ibousand copieilhttfeor. 

Mr. ENGUSH said: 

Mr. SFBAxea: I have not sought the floor 
upon any previous occasion during thia session, 
not only beeaaae of a geneml disinelinadon* te 
speak, out also because I deem tlse diseussioa 
which is going on in reference to tbe President^ 
message as somewhat uDinteresdng and unprofit- 
able to this Ho<^ and the country. I always 
regret to hear the queadon of African slavery 
discussed in these Halis. In my humble judg- 
ment, it would be wiser and better for Congress 
to consume less time in talking about this deli- 
cate and daaejeroua subject, and more in attend- 
ing to the la^iiMtebtniiiesa of kcisUtion. Aa 
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a general thin^, sir, th« speechea of gentlemea 
upon tAe Republican side have been mere re- 
bashei of thoM ottered by thani upon the atump 
during the late canTttwrmd 1 do not think their 
oratorical efforta are of a character likely to do 
much good, or to change the political sentiments 
ofanyoody. Perhaps there has been no more' 
Mriking instance of this than in the ease of my 
colleague, [Mr. Cumbacs,] who addressed the 
House this moraii^. Sir* Uie points made by 
my colleague are the same* if f mistake not, made 
by him upon manya stump during the late can- 
vass; and if I am correctly informed, he had the 
field all to himself, his competitor Ming one of 
the best and purest men id the country, sound 
. upon all political questions, but a plain, uoso- 
pnisticated farmer, who remained at home and 
did not make a speech during the whole canvaai. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, if my colleague, after having 
occupied some two months of time in making 
thisspeech before the people, where he was un- 
answered by bis competitor, failed to convince 
them as to the correctness of his positions, bow 
can he hope to convince this House upon the 
present occasion f He and his doctrines were 
repudiated at home by a majoritv of some fifteen 
'haudred, notwithstanding he haa been elected at 
the preceding election by a majority •f six or 
seven handced. He twits the PresideBt with 
having been condemned by the people, but seems 
to forget his own unqualified condemnation; and 
when ne arraigns the Democracy of the North 
he seems to forget that his position may be 
likened to that oftha man found guilty by a jury 
of his countnr, who asserts the right to change 
positions with the prosecutor, placing bimwlf in 
that character and the *prosecutor in the box of 
the pristmer. He should rather speak of the 
Oemoeracy of Indiana in the QHrit of that lan- 
g;uage applied by one of old to nis enemy; 
" Onst let BS call bbn, fbr be eooqaand ise.** 

Sir, I do not rise with the intention of following 
the exsmple which has been eet by my colleague 
andotherrin making any extended remarks. I 
only sought the floor for the purpose of answer- 
ing certain charges which have been mt^e against 
the Democracy of the North, and againat the 
Democracy of my own State, in reference to the 
position Which they occupied in the latecanvm. 
It was charged by my colleague, that the Demo- 
cratic party of Indiana evaded the great issues 
before the country, and pandered to the spirit of 
Frec-Soilism. I'he same charge has been made 
by other gentlemen in even vtronger language, 
and particularly by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Sherhan,] of Kansos-investigating-com- 
mittee-hambug notoriety, who said: 

" Pram what I hesrd end bsve read, I un ntiafled tfast, 

%iiObio sad Indtona, tbe Denocratic party evaded neeibif 

the qneatlmi of tbe repeal of tbe Hiamurl cuinpraiBiM." 
• ••»•• 

" I tell gentlemen ib^ are inlslaken If ther nippoM ibe 
people or the Nortta— of Ohio, PennaylTanla, Indiana, and 
Illiiiais— will aitree to the extenafon of slaveiy into KabiAa. 
Tbey expect that Territory to come into tbe Union aa a 
ftee Stale, nnder ail circumaiances. I am sure that even 
tbooe wbo are opposed to me in politics, and comlna ftom 
the free aiate*. will admit aacb to be the expectauon of 
tbeir people. Thejr ware led to believe ft will be a free 
State, and voted under (hat inipreadoB. Had not mch 
been tbe case, Buchanan and BrecUaddce never would 
have received aoj of tbeir vote*. " 

And again: 

" The DeiDoenulc party of tbe North, Instead of uking 
tbe broad ground that the alleged laws were nlld, and that 
If tbe people who would vote under those laws should so 
determine, then Kansas might come in at a slave State, 
evaded the Issae, and Inaisted that It would come in aa 
a frfe State. They themselves declared their determi- 
nation to resist the extension of slavery, and to reM 
even the admbsfon of Kansas into the iJnlon aasatave 
State." 

Nov, sir, in what I have to say in reftrence to 
these charges I shall speak not only my own 
-vuws but what I believe to be the sentimenu of 
the Democratic party in Indiana. I feel it mj 
duty to repel these chaises beesnse Indiana is 
my native State, and because I have been identi- 
fied from boyhoiMl with her gallant Democracy. 
With them 1 have stood in many a hard-fongnt 
contest, have rejoiced over their many victories, 
and mourned over their deftats, which, thank 
Heaven, have been very few in number. Not- 
vithstandiDe lha advent of new poliUeal omn- 
ixations, and tha matation of thiiigB senen^* I 
havt WW fiNUd it MeesMuy to ulc: " Wn«w 



shall I go!" or to look out for new pafty associa- 
tions. If I have not approved everytning done 
by the Democratic party, I have at least consid- 
ered it, when eomMred with any other party, as 
infinitely preferable and better for the safety and 
pro^ienty of die country. It is a ** healthy or- 
ganisation," and under it the people breathe 
freer and deeper, because it respects tne rights of 
all, and, in spite of every ibnatical combination, 
stands firmly by the Constitution and the Union- 
Sir, I am proud of the old-Ashioned Democratic 
party, and feel like dinging to it with the ofiec- 
tion whiih Ruth manifesto for Naomi. It has 
stood the Union's friend in the time of the Union 's 
greatest peril; May I not refer, with feelings 
of pride, to the fact,*tbat in the late great strug- 
gle, Indiana, my own beloved mother, so to 
speak, loomed up the banner Democratic State 
of tbe North — giving a larger majority over the 
combined enemy tba^ any other — and may I not, 
as one of her Representatives, claim the attention 
of the House and the country in repelling tbe 
charges brought by the Black Republicans 
against the consistency and soundness of her gal- 
lant Democracy? 

Sir, I think I know something of the position 
which they occupied in the late canvass. I trust 
I shall be fiardoued for claiming to know more of 
tbeir position than tbe geoUemao from Ohio, 

[Mr. SRKmMaif ,] who sanded none of their pub- 
ic meetings, has no sympathy or association 
with them, and, of course, must have received 
his information from others — perhaps through a 
colored medium. I undertake to say there was 
no attempt at evasion on the part of llw Dem- 
ocratic party of my State in the late contest. 
They fought the great battle on the principles 
enunciated by the Cincinnati convention. There 
was no attempt to dodge tbe isstics. They made 
the fi^ht fairly and squarely, upon broad national 
principles; and my colleague and bis associates 
of the other side ought to be the last men to 
accuse the Democratic party of Indiana with any 
desire to pa^|er to the spirit of Abolitionism. 
They know, or ought to know, that in their own 
ranks were not on^ to be found Free-Soilers but 
Abolitionisti. Yes, sir, the lowest and most 
Glod-forsaken, niner-stealinc Abolitionists were 
to be found in Uiat State doing battle against 
the national Democracy, side by side wuh my 
oilleague and the loulers of tlie.Kaok Repub- 
lican pwtyi and,Iamsorrytoadd, of IheKnow 
Nothing party also. I lud in the Louisville 
Courier tM following: 

A CoNDcoToa osTna U. O.B..R>0&mias»— SrAar- 
Luia DBVBU>PMBirra.-^hi Band^mominKtbe Bev. Wil- 
liam Anderson, a tall yellow negro, annea with a carpet 
begflill of Incendiary doeumenis, was captured on themall 
boat Telegiairii No. 3, by oflkoers Bllgb and Powell. Tbey 
took bim yesioday, oa um steamer Supertor, la CarroUtno. 
where his presence was in great demand, a reward- of 980O 
having been o0bred for his apprehenaloa by tbe cIDaens of 
that place. This tixmy rorerend had been ragaged fbr 
Mtme tlnne ta lha amptoy of Ua wUte AboUftsn brethren 
at the North, la laanlng off riave property ftom this State 
to the hypothetloal Arae soil of the north. He has been 
particuluiy attentive 10 the negro ownen about Curolltoa 
and tbe mondi of Ibe Kentacl^, eanytng alt the slaves la 
g^^pg«- 

" Anderson is a daaa leader and ahontlng clergyman In 
the Methodist Episcopal Church North, and chler of tbe 
Abolliionlsis in Madison. He carries with bim the records 
of the social fkaterni^ institnted byour up-river neighbors, 
and is the gnod emissary of that Bodety to pronwte human 
liberty, bellevinjr, with the Journal of this city, that all men 
are entitled to liberty, no maAer of what color. 

" In tbe possession of Andersoo wen (band sevml doc- 
uinenta ImpUeatinf distinguished persona In tbe North is 
the eanae of negro-stealing. When proper we aball make 
aucb exposures aa may be necessary. It la evideni that 
this k but one of a gang of men regularly paid by religious 
societies at Ute NorUi/ao steal our alavea and breed insur- 
rnctioBary fhetlngs among them. It is gratifying to know 
that be has been sireated In his lafbrnnua career." 
- Now, Mr. Speaker, this *' Rev. William An- 
derson" was an sJly of my colleague in the Utte 
canvaes. [Laughter<] Like my colleague he 
Stamped a poruon of Indiana, denouDcing the 
Democratic party, saying thM they were pro- 
slavery in beii^ and sentiment, and in favor of 
the extension of that institution. This same, man 
made Abolition speeches in my ow districtl He 
is, I am told, as black as tha ac^f spades — a 
regular fiiU-Jblooded negro, not only in sentiment, 
but in color. [Laughter.! And yet the men who 
acted with such sable disciples as " the Rev. 
William AndersoBi" con« aare and dmotmeo 
tha Dmwcntic pu^ of flM Horth with hanng 
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Abolition proclivitiesl While negroes were going 
to the poUs in Ohio, and voting to send Black 
Republicans to thia House, negroes in Indj^na 
were traveling about making MpuUican nurap 
speeches 1 . 

Mr. CUMBACK. Do I understand my cot- 
league to say that tbe individual to whom he 
refers, canvassed my district with me ? 

Mr. ENGLISH. I say that this negro mads 
Black RepuUican speeches at the same time my 
colleague was makii^ similar speeches. They 
were nail lellows, well met — brethren in one 
cause. 

Mr.CUMBACE. Heraayhavemadeepeeebes,. 
but I never saw the man. as mads no spaeehe s 

in my district. 

Mr. ENGLISH. This man and (I beUeve) 
other colored men, made speeches in the norUi- 
em part of the State. It is known to the coun- 
try, that on several occasion these Re|ftiblicans 
— I mean the Black ones — were sent to meet 
Governor Willard when he was canvassing In- 
diana on broad national prindples, which would 
be held sound in ahy Mtmd part of tbe United 
States. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have heard something about 
this Mr. Andersoni and I will state what f hav* 
heard. :He was sent up to Bkhart county, iniba 
northern part of the State, and the Republican 
Ceniral committee uuerly repudiated Itim. It 
was choiged that the Democratic party had sent 
him there to make speeches. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ENGLISH. I have never heard that 
charge, and have no reason to believe that it 
is true. On the contrary I have every reason 
to believe that it is not true. He was a B\a.''k 
Republican in principle. He spoke what he 
believed, and was eoooataged to so speak by 
his Black RepnUicMi alUss with wbils Awes. 
[Laughter.] 

- Mr. CUMBACK. I have no dikposition to 
embarrass my colleague. He says that these 
colored speakers were sent to meet Governor Wil- 
!ard during the canvass. Did not Governor Wil-^ 
lard invite any speaker, black or white, to meet 
bin ? and did he not back out when the Uack 
one came 

Mr. ENGLISH. If Governor Willard ever 
invited any man to meet him, he always proved 
himself equal to the occasion, and be ceriaiolr 
did not shrink flrom any contest with his political 
eneiaigs which a gentleman might honorably en- 
gaged. If he backed out from an associatton 
oh the stump with a negrt^ as I presume he did* 
It was more than many of my colleagne's asso- 
ciates would' have done. 

Now with a view of showing the position the 
Democratic party of Indiana did occupy in the 
late canvass, and also with the fbrther view of 
showing the position the Black Republican and 
the Know Nothing parties occupiea in the same 
canvass in my State, I will read the resolution 
of the Indiana Fusion convention, adopted Majr 
1, 1856, being the aanie convention which bob* 
inatad Mr. Morton, tha flisioB aandidale, fyr 
Governor, at the lata eleeiion: 

** J laiB f aa rf, T1iatweareuncompnMiilslnglyoppeiedieihS 
eiteiwIoD of aUvery ; and that we utterly repodtata the 
platfbrai of principles adoMed by the aelf-styled Democrat^ 
convenUon of ibis State, uidotauig and approving the Kan- 
aaa and Nebraska InlqulQr. 

" Rtaoh*d, That we will reelat, Iw sit taopef mesna, the 
admisidon of any slave SOM Inteuila Ushn, Ibnaed oat 
of tbe Territories seeured IsflMdaaby ibaHiSiOnit ooa»- 
promiBe,er oUsrwiw." 

Now,these resolutions were adopted at a State ' 
convention composed of Republicans and Know 
Nothings, and they show conclusively not only 
the position which the Democratic party occu- 
pied, but the p6sitton,also',of this Fiuion party. 
The Democratic party avowed itself in favor of 
the principles end doctrines of the Kansas-N«- 
bnulu UU, while the RepuUiean party repqdia- 
ted those doetrinea, and annottnoed to the world 
thatOiey were opposed to theextensionof slavery 
under any and aU circumstances, and would not 
vote to admit a State if she presented herself 
with a constitution tolerating slavery t even thou^ 
it should be the unanimous wish of tbe people 
of the Territory. And what is more, this sama 
man Morton, who was nominated by that eon* 
ventton asthe Fusion candidate, liad been a men- 
b« of Uw cdebraitd Fittdmg conveatioikam 
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trhieh Mr. Blair pRBidfld,»nd wu m mcoiber of 
the committee on rMolutiona. Aad yet, uriin a 
eoiitett between this man, covered «il over with 
Free-Soilina, and sUudiiig upon tbe aeotional plat- 
form which I have read, and Grovernor Willanl, 
who'fltood upoif broad national rroBodfl, 1 regret 
to Bay that not only the Bkflk jU|ntblrau) party 
' aaraorted Morton/but, in die muHf the Know 
iVottiinff ptLTiy dM the same Utrng, And aa it 
may be a matter of aiKpnae to aoow peraona upon 
this floor, I wit] atate that in a eonteat of thia 
kind between aectionalian u^n one aide» and 
nationalism upon the other, involving the moat 
▼ital interests of the Soalh, in a oeighborii^ State 
•nd in the distriot adjoinii^ the one I renreaent, 
in the diatrict represented by the able and distin< 
gniahed gentleman frho addraaaed the House the 
other day, [Mr. H. MARaHaLL,] the Louiaville 
journal, the organ of the Know Nothing: party 
in that imon Mr country, eneounced kin Know 
Nothing brethren of Indian to mm to the reaeae 
in aid of thia Abolilioniat, Morton, in order to 
defeat Willardandjproatrate the Democratic party. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 1 marelr wish to.cor- 
rect a raiBapprehenairiil of the gentleman in rep- 
resenting the Louiaritle Jeamal aa my organ. 
He is mistaken in point of &ot; and when he 
apeaka of the paragraph firom dwt paper to which 
he haa alluded-— whieh I never saw, out have heard 
tommented upon — I merely desire to aay^ that 
4he augxeation imputed to titat journal— and cor- 
rectly ripc^me-'^adaaira upon the part of that 
Journal that t}ie KnowNothinf>s of Indiana should 
lake part in tbe elettton^of Morton as agunst 
Willard, does not find a reaponae in the Know 
Nothing party in my section of the country. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I have no desire to mlarep- 
' resent the geotieman, and cwtainly aball not do 
•o intentionally; bat tht fiut is notoriooa that in 
several articlea preceding the election, the Know 
Mothinga of indiana were -encouraged and soli- 
cited to cast their votes for Morton aa againat 
Oovernor Willard. Here ia one artide from the 
Journal, which will do for ft aample: 

« Stats Blsctioh m Iwdiava.— Our Mrtston is 

ritly asked bf oar AaMcaa firteada in ladiaaa, as u 
cDurae ihcy oagtit to uke tai their October electiOD. 
TbKf bavB bettsr neaas, aoA sre no doabt better aliie, to 
fbns a Jnit onlnfon upon tbe suUeei tfaaa we are. Nevar- 
ttaetCM, we do not heiftste to saeR oar veir nronf beUef, 
ttaslL loHOaiois ifes past asHoasI eaass wMch lomy sso 
wslsvs alike at lisaft,U«H akomU^mak (Wr Atorb, 
^pnl Jfr. Jbrfea agatarf Jfr. WilMfir tk^^enf 

Such hints aa these met with a cordial reaponae 
on the part of the Enow Noth^g brethren in 
Indiana. Listen to the following peremptory 
order issued to the fiuthful by the New Albany 
Tribune, the chiaf OKan of the pmrtv in that 
State, and which ia ptuiUahed withm tarn: miles 
of the Louiarille JourDsJ: 

<' (An-e it M otaUsf MiMM lU /rlffUt 0/ JWlMOr* 
mUFrtmontjhacmuetKtiTeimteUotieaiute. Let the ener- 
gies of the meuds of nach be united sfdinst Buchanan, 
and we will bara m *Mra iImx mil t» ew«* «w OoMrn- 
mmt." 

I think the gentleman from Kentueky iiall not 
make an issue with ne touohiog this point, that 
the Know ffolhinga of Indiana, in aocordance 
with the auggastion of the great ovgan of dwt 

garty in hia own State, generally voted with the 
ilack Republican party and with the Abolitionists 
for thia jnaa MoMon and ijie reat of the Fusion 
State ticket. And i undertake to say, that not 
only did the Know Nothings of Indiana pursue 
that course, but that many of the Know Nothings 
of the State of Kentudty, in that uartieulor region, 
sympathized with die fitack Republicaaa and 
with the Abolitioniata in their conteM with the 
national Democracy, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I deaim to know of 
the geodeman whathar, whan ha apeaka of the 
Know Nothinga of Indiana, he me«n8 the Fill- 
mora men of that Bute, and whether he meana to 
represent here that the PiUmore men of the Stsite 
of Indiana cast their votes for Morton^ 

Mr. BNOU8H. I do; and I have theevidence 
of tbe New Albany Tribune, and many other of 
the Pillmoro,«if^ns of Indiana, to sustain the 
oorreclnesa of the aasertion. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the gentleman 
whether he doea not know that the Hon. Kiohard 
W. Thompaon~-whoae chancier is known to 
•wybs^ dMrsi-ui who ataod ftfr th» baad Af 



the Pillmare ticket in the State of Indiana— was 
OR the stump, as active an advocate of Willard^ 
election as tne gentleman himself^ 

Mr. ENGLISH. I do not mean to aay that the 
entire Know Nothing party of Indiana voted for 
Morton, but ganero^^ they did. There were p. 
few honorable excepuons. I bebave Mr. Thaup- 
aon (Ud not sopport WiHBfd--at least «pon the 
stump» or wiin his vote— bvc, being a national 
man, it is likely hia sympathies ware wNh the 
Democmtio party aa agaiiist the BlaelvRepub- 
lican. 

There were only 5,094 more votca daat at the 
presidential election than at the Gh>vernor'a elec- 
tion, Mr. Buchanan receiving but 691 more votes 
than WiUard; tli« fonaemeeiving 116,673 votes, 
and tbe latter 117,981. Morton received 112,198 
votes, Fremont 94,376, and Fillmore 30386. 
These figures ahow eoncluaivelyy tiiat the Fill- 
more puty ni Indiana, with a very few exaep- 
tiona, voted tar Morton and the Repnbliean Stale 
ticket.a nd that, too, with the Aill knowledge that 
the result of that eonteat would have a gicat 
inflaenoe, and would paahapa decide — aa I think it 
did decide — the fate of the presidential election 
itself. Of the £3,388 men in that State who voted 
for Fillmore, I have no idea that over one thoo- 
^aand voted for Willard. 

I suppose I need not aak the gentleman whether 
the Louisville Jonnud )y the oijaan of the Know 
Nothing party in Kentucky, f wiU Teotnre to 
aak hun iriMihw it is not. gaurallg^ nfiognisad 
as audi r 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Itia. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Then I repeat my pomtion, 
that the gentleman's brethren in Indiuia not only 
acted, in the main, with the Abolition, against 
the Demomtic party — not only fratemisea with 
seotianal men againat national men, but that bis 
breOuen in Ae Stata of Kenl»cky sympathised 
with their brethren iA Indiana, and eneeuragad 
them to stand firm in wofpfoit of the Black Bqmh- 
lican State tioket, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL.. ladder that thia 
matter may go to the country right, I would aak 
the gentleman whether that app^ of the Louis- 
ville Joamal to the Know Nothinga of Indiana 
to Bupport Mortem instead of Wtflard, waa not 
put upon the ground that WiUard waa the biggeet 
Abolitionist of tbe two, and whether that is not 
true? 

Mr. ENGLISH. I eanansaw the laMer por- 
tion of the gentleman's question decidedly aiid 
emphatically, and that ia, that it ia not true; and 
I am aorprised that the gentlena«i ahoald ask such 
a question. 

Mr. ORR. I presume no well-informed gen- 
tl«nan in the country believea it to be brue. 

Mr. ENGLISH Sir, I have already laad an 
of&cial resolution, which shows a marked differ- 
ence between the position occupied by Gorernor 
Wilhund'and the Democratic party, and that oc- 
cupied by Mr. Morton and the Ftaaion party <Mr 
that State. I have shown that the diflerence ia 
asgreat n^eould poasibly be between two parties: 
the one planting itself upon the doctrines of the 
Nebraalui bill, and the other repudiating it; one 
ready to ^anry out the will of Uie people, and 
nmouneiiig ihemaeliies rewly , wbeneTer that will 
waa fhiriy ascertained and expreaaed, to admit 
Kanaaa aa a State, wheUier with a constitution 
recognizing or not recognizing the institution of 
slavery. 

Ilpon the odier hand, the other party prodaim- 
ing uiAt they would not admit Kanaaa aa a State 
with a constitution tolerating alavery , whether ao 
ezpieaaed by the people of the Teiritory or not. 
Their battle-cry waa " No more slave States,** 
" Resisunce to the extension of AfricanalaTA-y 
under any and all cvcnmatances." 

Now, under thia state irf fects, can the ganlle- 
raan fVom Kentucky see no diffeaeoce between 
these two parties; and is he prepared to come 
before this House, and declare that he would not 
toaa a copper for choice between them ? Doea 
he coDside^ne as sound upon the rights of the 
South aa Ure o^ar, when one paity declares 
itself opposed to the extension of riavery under 
any and all circninataiioes — that they will trader 
no atate of the ease consent to the admisaioo of 
any mors slavs CMtes; white ths other plants 
itaalf <90B <hs4o4Mt^ of Mp4B(ansBii*avOf \ 



the equality of the States, and the riebt of the 
people of a Territory to decide what shall be the 
character of their owq inatitationa, and pledges 
itself to recogniae those institutiona wboSever 
they may be ? 

1 want it to go to the country, and especially 
to the people m the Soudi, that when we were 
engaged in the moat fsaiftil eonteat dwt avar waa 
waged in thia eoimtry — involving issues and in.- 
stitutionsof vital importance to thein, but of com- 
paratively little to ua — yea, even re|nignant to the 
tastes and ideas of our people — that when " tba 
Kansas aid fund " was contributing its thou- 
aaiHla; when the worst pasgiona of the worst 
men (even negroes) were aroused against us; 
when the storm of fimatieism was howling all 
around ua, and the great armv of aectionuista 
waa bearing down upon ua like an avaian^w, 
there cam* no words of. cbeer to na from Uia 
Know Nothiiwa of the Somh; but there did come 
a voice fnm Ueir leading o^an, cheering on the 
enemy, and encouraging the Know Nothings of 
my State to join the enemy's standatd. I want 
the people of the South to know, that whilst these 
things were going on in the Know NoihiDg camp, 
thousanda of foreigners by birth and Catholics 
(whom the Know Nothings would have you per- 
secute )«i^ere standing with us-in defense of yonr 
conatitational rights, and in beating back the co- 
hotls of Black Republicanism. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. WiU the gentleman 
ftom Indiana enlighten ros upon his (pinion of 
^ doctrine of stmatlar sovereignty } 

Mr. ENGLISH . Oh , that is a matter td minor 
imporiance. [LaughterO 

Mr. H. MABSUALL. I ask the getitleman 
from Indiana, will he permit me to remark, that it 
may be published wiu hia speech^and go where- 
ever hia speech goes, and wherever Deraoemlio 
speeches ^nendly go, that in the raiuik I have 
made indicating that I would not toaa a copper 
between Buchaoaa and FcCmont, that I confined 
it, euid mean that it ahall be confined, to the dec- 
laration th^ tbe southern people sauld rely aa 
little upon one as the other. In other words, that 
the doctrine of exclusion and squatter sovereignty 
are, to tbe slaveholder, the aame doctrine pre- 
cisely. There I stand; and I challenge tbe gen- 
tleman or his party tomaetnwhenorelsewnarfl 
upon that propoaiuon. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, t have do dis- 
position to evade the issue tendered by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. I am willing to concede 
to him and his lyu^y, that there is some differ- 
ence between, tbe positions occupied by the Dem- 
ocrtuicpATtyat toe North, and that occupied by 
a portion of the Democratic party at the South, 
upon this particular question of popular or squat- 
ter sovereignty; butt do not regard that differ- 
ence to any considerable extent as material, as 
some other gentlemen seem to do; because we all 
agree, that whenever the people of a Territory 
tome to form a State government, the will of the 
people, clearlyexpressed, shall be the paramount 
law, and that that shall be an end or the wht^s 
matter. That I conceive is the essential point, 
and upon it there is no material difference between 
the posidon which I occupy, and which the Dem- 
ocratic party of Indiana occupy, and that occu- 
pied by the Democratic party at the South, aa I 
understand it. 

But can the gentleman see no difference be- 
tween the position which we occupy and that 
occupied by the Black Republican party? Why, 
air, to what do we of the Democratic party of the 
North hold ? We aay that, although we nave no. 
particular love for the institution of alavery — not- 
withstanding we may in some respects regard it 
aa asocial eviLaa many of uado, yet we go Airther 
and dachve that it is ootfiir lu to utermeddle 
with tbe aihiia of another pa<^, that wejvill 
leave it with them to decide aa to the chancier of 
their own institutions, and that, whenever we 
know deeidetlly and fitirly what that wHl ia, we 
intend to reapeet it, and to do our part to wards 
tarrying it faithfully into execution. 

I go atiU further, and come direct to the meat 
eaaenlial point, for I have no. dt^jMWtion, nor 
have myconatituenis, to evade the question, that 
wbile I may prefer, and do prefer, that Kanaaa 
shall be a free Staia, yet if the will of her mmple, 
ftoly and fidly a^tfiaMaQd, dedd* llmt it shdifbe 
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. Blare State, I ifaall vote to admit her if I occupy 
. Beat upon this ioort and 1 beliava that eveiy 
)eiiiocmt from vjerj Bordiam Slate will do tiia 
■me thin^. Does that look Ske puaderiof to 
ibolitionism ? DoM that look aa if Ui« chat^ of 
entlemen upon thh floor that th* Dcmoeratio 
artj took Mronrer grownds in Ikrarof abt^tton 
jian the RepubUcan party, was veil founded f 
!an the gentleman from Kentuekypoint to one 
lepublican Repreientatife in thia Hall who will 
otd to carry out the will of the people of EanHB, 
matter how olearly and decidedly expreasad, 
' that will should be in faror of making Kansas 

slave State I apprehend, «r» not one; cer- 
linly not oat fttm my own 8lat«; and the 
entfenuiD can sm no nntarial difference between 
le Republioan and Democratic pertVi and 

woula not losa up a copper for clioice Vetween 
lem!" 

Mr. CUMBACK. I ask my colleague if he did 
ot last summer, in an address to hiseoDetitttents, 
(ate that there was not, so far as he knew, a 
lemocntt in all Indiana who was in favor of 
laking KansSa a slave State? And Sid hs not 
?pel ihe chai^ made by the Republieaas that 
uch was the object of that party? 

Mr. ENGLII^. I do not resiCTnbwthfc pre- 
ise language I used in die address to which the 
entleman aHudeB;bnt I will say to ^ geatleBiail 
ow, that 1 do not believe Uiere is my consider- 
ble number of Democrats in the Sttkte of Indii»ia 
-I do not know a man of any party there— who 
' in favorofeTtending^instttution of slavery. 
nt we of the Deoroe^rstic partf are wiitmg to 
llow other people to do as they |4eRSe upon <his 
ibject, and hold their own o[tinions m respbdt 

> it. 

Mr.CUMBACK. Doss my sofleagae Slats tbA 
e did not make stitdt a swement to hii coBBtiv 
nta? 

Mr. ENGLISH. I think it«tt<^e(her possible 
lat I did, because I have substantially npeated 
lie same thing to-day. I am not in hvor of ex- 
•nding the institution of slavery. I have never 
oted to extend it, and I never Mcpect to vote to 
xtendit. If Iwereare«ndentof KAnsBi,l8hoald 

doubt do what I honoraUy and fttMy could 

> make it a free Statt, because my sytnpaAies 
re with freedom — having been born and edu- 
ated in a free State, and Ming a Representattve 
rom one — ^bnt I am vilHsf tb aeeora to others 
le same ftee exercise ofthrir optnioMi and ssn- 
mentsupon this subjectwhich Ictaim formyself. 
ls fiu*' as I can now call to mind, 1 have pub- 
shed DO sentiment upon this subject which I 
eaire to recall. 

1 do remember having said, upon a previoua 
ecasion, in behalf of the citizens of Indiana, 
rbst I might repeat now with very little, if any, 
lodiGcation: that "they are a people wiio have 
Iways acted with strict fidelity to the ConsUtu- 
on and th^ rights of all the states-, making it 
leir proud boast that, in duty and respect to the 
iffeient sections of Our eoMmou ooantry, they 
now no North, no Sooth, no East, no WestH- 
othing but tbe'CoMthation and the Union. 

" As a community, they have no siekly senti- 
lentahty upon the sulnect of slavery; they do 
ot foi^t that it existed in all the States at the 
>rmation of the Qeneral QovemBieni, nd that 
rhere it exists now it is a matter of necessity 
ither than of choice; they bsliere, as a general 
ling, that negroes are but little better off in « 
ikte of freedom at the Nortii than they ore in 'a 
tate of akvery in the BouUi; they have, by an 
nprecedli^nted majority, exuded the whole mek 
ice ft-ora coming into their borders by constitu- 
ional provisions, and, as for as I know, there is 
ot at this time one n^jo in the whole eonaty 
rhere I reside. If a slave escapes into Indiana, 
re give him up promptly Mo his mastSr; not 
ecause it afTords uspleasnre to do so, but because 
t is a right secured to the master by the Cortsti- 
ution and the lawv of th« eoantry, itlHch tt is 
ur duty, as good ettizens, to obey. We rm/y 
lot like the institution of slavery,- silher in-vta 
norsl, soeia], or political^bsartngSi hut we V>n- 
ider that it is a natter -which saeh oi^aniasd 
ommo ni ty ought to be allowed to decide Air 
tself. We have free institutions, snd are happy 
md prosperous, end llfs natural that oursym- 
•athstoiiiotdd Iw ivfltVOrWAMdatt. WUM 



we intend to act in perfect good faith towards eur 
brethren of ths Sooth, we do noi ooncsal that wf 
ardently hops that wmwv inay aol be evtsodedt 
sad this I bsHsTS is a sentuaeat eomssMi to all the 
free States." 

Mr. CUMBACK. Do I nadessland ths gsn- 
dsmon, then, to stau that he is opposed *o ths 
extension of slavery ? 

Mr. ENOLISH. I did so stale, and, as I 
thouritt, so diatittetly as not to be nisundsf- 
Btood. 

Mr. CUMBACK. How dass the eMatlemoa, 
Aen, reconcile that opieisB with the statea^sl 
just mads, that 1m wo«ld vola to admit Kansas 
SB a riate Stale? 

Mr. ENOLt^. Sha^y in ths A«t, that if 
KoosBs bs BMde a slave Scste, it sriU not be bv 
my aetion; and it is not a matter whit^ wiU 
eoncem me. It is snmgh for me, as a oiiisea of 
lodiaDa, to look to ths character of the uHUtu- 
tioBs of that Stfto, leaving the iastitutions of 
Kanu 10 be oared fiir and pi^^ted by the 
people who are to Uvs nadsr (faoss instiiwtiOns. 
We think it is enou^ for us to attend to our own 
basinesB, asd let the business of our ueigbbors 
s^e; ud that, if ths Abolitionists wo«l« itlaad 
to their own fanaiiisflB» and sti^ dieir etsnal i^Ua* 
6on at tha slaswy ^nssiMNa, it wmM be better 
far the sines and ths whole couotky. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the getaUeman from Ohio 
[Mr. Nieaou} yesterday spread before the 
House, as a matter of ^reai iinportanoe, a tnwid- 
bill calling a Demoetmtio meeting in sotoe one 
of the northeni States, dnniig the late canvass, 
headed " BsOBiofiN, BRacaiKMBos, amb r^xs 
Kamw." -dthcr genlleawn, I believe, have 
psradsd ths saSsa handbill, and with an air of 
triumpli, toe, as sMieh as to say, ** This wiU be 
regaiusd at the Saalh aa sonelukiTS esidence of 
the unaoandneas of thfrnorthem Demoeraoy upon 
the slavsry tjusstion." I sow no ^cb hanabill 
in ths hrte eanvass; hat if ihese was, what of it? 
Why, sir, what does it amount to? Have not I 
already sod that I am not in fwox of extending 
slavery, and Shat ths Dsssocralic party of ttw 
North ore not in fiiiTSs of ezteodung silasesy-^ 
that thay ase in Aver of Kansas beii^ a free 
State? But how aiade a free State? ^ot by 
cengrosSioaal intonrantMa. Not by the imperii- 
aent interferenes of einigtant aid aooistiea. Not 
ataB. But by tha free, tmbiased will of her own 
cUizeoa. We say to " Border Ruffians" in Mis* 
■oari,te Abolitionists in theNosth,and to fust- 
ics everywhere, "Hands off of thispei^le; give 
them, as far as possible, .^wdosi to.giDvem them- 
selves, and to woriE out their own desLtny. " 

We are in favor of "/irte fMssi" io ih^,senss. 
If there was «ny«Bob handbill as has been re- 
ferred te— though I never heard of -uy— 4faat was 
iu meaning; or slss that we were in favor of free 
white men, in contmdistiBotioti to blask men; 
that we wanted the jMO^ who went to a Tsnri- 
tory to be^fs to dstormiaa thaobsiaatar of their 
own inatitutions. 

Mr.H.MARSHAU.. I wishnjrfiisad&om 
Indimut woaid atala Us opiwon onasingis ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I know ths gentlenMUi is an 
experiHiced debater, -and aaev peesihly get s«w 
advantage over sse if I-ginre him tlM Jseot; but i 
will yiola to hM. 

Mr. COfiB, of 6aa«gia. Hs Jmu net doaa ao 
yet, that is ceYlain. 

Mr. H. MABSHAU^ ' Whan thegsnUeman 
fW»m Indiana a^ardia^ the fresdomef -MS psople 
of a Territory, dm be nueaa that the . people 
wihea in a tssnss ri al condition have that fieedom ? 

Mr. BNGUSH. "Monsiear Tooson come 
againl" [l^augfalsr.] I believe that the will of 
lita psopls ouaht to he carried oat. TIm Den- 
ocmic partT Korth and South differ somewhat 
OS to the time when that will is to beasoArteioed; 
bat wo all agree that when it is oseertainsd it 
should be fiurly eneeatod. I Uuok I ssi^ safely 
■ay that there is not a southern man within the 
aovMioC my veicowhosrill not^ate fer the ad- 
mismen of Kansas Maiim atjfiit sbehdivs 
here a eo n atit n tiwi 'to that effseu is there m 
eoathem man hsta' who will vote ogunst the ad- 
mission of Kaaeas as a frse State, if it be the 
uodoabtad wiU of the people tfT-tkat Bfeiritomr 



Many MsHSnat. Not one. 

Mr. ENGLISH. No, shr, there ia not one 
southern man who will vote against the admis- 
sion of a Teiritory into the Union as a free Stats, 
if she presenU herself with a free State constitu- 
tion, made such by the clearly ekpressed will of 
her people. Thai,if the gentlemen of tlie Souih 
ore willing to act thus fairly and liberally towards 
me and the iostilutiotw I pre&r, why shall ao\ 1 
meet them ia a similar spirit? Wesgres that 
the will of the people shall prevail. When shall 
we ascertain that will ? A pornon of the gentle- 
men from the Soath hold that the proper time is 
when dw people meet for ths purpose of framing 
a State ceBs t ilntion. I bdieve that is the position 
of soiidieni men generally. It is not the position 
of tham all. A oortion hold, as I do, that tha 
right of the people begins at an earlier period-^ 
that this question is within their control from the 
time the organic act is passed and pntinto opera- 
tion. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. There are ve^r &W 
who believe that. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I am soriy them are not 
more. If that be not,th£ true grouodj I do not 
sse what 1ms been ^ned by the passage of the 
Khnsas-Hsbrsska biU. There was a clause in 
the Uissoori compromiso restricting slavery /or> 
«vw. It was generally con&ded Uiat the term- 
foTtvtr was not to be taken in its literal sense — 
that it only meant dwiaglktmdatct qf tke terri- 
torial gw&nment. la iaot it has been decided in 
the Supreme Court of lhe*Vnited Slates in serersL 
iiHtaDcca that a restiictioo of the kind wo^Id not 
be binding sfler the QiganizaUoo of a State gov- 
eromeat. (See 3d Howard, poses 212 and 569; 
also, 10th fiovord, page 83.) Then none would 
doubt that a State nod the Eight to settle this 
question for itself. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Prior to tiw prohibition of 
slavery to aTerritorybyaterritorial government, 
have the citizens of the South the right to Lake 
their slaves there, and bold them as each ? 

Mr. ENOLISH. I will continue tha line of 
argumeot I was pursuing before 1 was interrupted; 
but before I take my seat I will reply to the gentle- 
man 's interrog^ry. I wasgoine on to say that, 
in my Judgment, unless the people of aTerritory 
had the right, under their territorizd government 
to decide Lois question for themselves, I could not 
oonooive the nscsssily for the repeal of (he Mi^ 
souruestrictioD. The people, under (hat Iaw« 
coult^tablish or prohibit slavery, ic&en Aejf corns 
Jo it sdauUed oi a State, ji^t as well as under tliis 
construction of the Kansas bill. Then what was 
gaiaed? Ihold my position to bethe-correctone, 
that the psople have ths right to determine the 
question for tne time being, when they are organ- 
izod into a territorial government. I will now 
hear the Question of the gentleman from Ohio. 

^r. SHERMAN. My question is this : Does 
ths gentleman, hold that, prior to the prohibition 
of stavsrir in the Territory, sod while it is in a 
territerial condition, the peopis of Uie southern 
Stoiss may carcy their slaves into that Territory, 
and hold them mere as such ? 

Mr. ENGLISH. That is a question purely of 
ooBstitutiofial low, ^ad will probably be soon -t-.- 
dsURnioed -by the highest judicial tribunal of 
the oouBtry. I am wuliug to acquiesce in that 
decision, whatever it may be. But my individual 
judgment is, that slavery is not corned into the 
Territories of the United States under the opei- 
atioo of the Constitution. I cannot see that that 
insmment carriss the peculiar institution of the 
South there, any more than it does the peculiar 
institution of any other section. • 
. Air. SHERMAN. Ia that opinion does not 
the gentlesMUi differ from the southern wi^g of 
hie party ? 

Mr. ENGLISH. I apprehend that I do with 
a portion of it; but the difference ia not materia. 
Tas questie>n ia a constitutional one; and the 
Democratic psny, North and South, wilt acquiesce 
in whatever may be the decivon of the court. 1 
ask ths gentlemaa from Ohio, if the Constitution 
aarries toe instiwtlon of slavsi^ into ths Terri- 
tories by iu'operation, whether the Constitotioa 
weuldnetjustss much carry the instittttion there 
if Ihe Kuisas-NebEa^B bill had iiever bean 
■passed, sffd^ Miasoun4e«ti9au>nlwl not heen 
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Mr. SHERMAN. That queation preeents a 
doable reading. My answer is this; the Cod- 
■tjlulion of the UDiled State* cnrriei ilaTeiy no 
where; that it ii a local ionitation, confined within 
State limita, and gpen nowhere except where ex- 
press law carries it. 

Mr. ENGLISH. In die main I think so too; 
bv^f, then, if it be true that the Constitution carries 
slavery into the Territories, I say it is a consti- 
tutional ririit which Congresa cannot I^alate 
away. Of what use, then, are the Missouri re- 
striction and the Wilmot proTiso, if the Consti- 
tation carries slarery into the Territories ? It is 
a power which we cannot take away by l^isla- 
tion — the Constitution bniig the paramount law. 

I will ask the gentleman fiirtberi if the Su- 
preme Court of the United States should decide 
that the Constitution does carry slavery into the 
Territories, will he acquiesce in that decision ? 
Mr. SHKRMAN. I answer, yes. 
Mr. SCOTT. As my colleague is speaking for 
the Democratic party of Indiana, I wish to know 
whether that fkrtf has any opinion upon the 
question which he is speaking upon; and if they 
have, what is that opinion? 

Mr, ENGLISH. The Democratic party of 
Indiana regard the Constitution as the highest 
law of this land, an^ they will carry out theCon- 
fltiluUon as it may~ be construed by the proper 
judicial tifbunal of the country, let that decision 
DC what it may; but prior to tnat decision, I will 
give what I understani^ to be the position of the 
Democratic party of Indiana— ana it certainly is 
my own— and that is, that they do not consider 
that the Constitution carries the institution of 
slavery into a Territory; they think that there 
raiisl first be some law establishing or recogniz 
ing the institution befcre it can have any legal 
existence. OenUemen mightgo there with their 
slaves, and hold them by sufieranee and permis- 
sion, but I apprehend not by such a legal right as 
could ever bo en forced in the courts. 

Mr. SCOTT. I wish to know of the gentle- 
man whether he and his party in Indiana hold 
thai slaveiy is lawfully in Kansas at this time t 
Mr. ENGLISH. I have never auffieientiy 
examined in reference to that question, or read 
the laws of Kansas upon that subject with suffi- 
cient care to gives very definite or positive reply; 
but I have this to say, that if slavery be there 
leipdhTtand by the wul of the people, 1 shall not 
interfere with It. lahdldovhiUeverinmy^ower 
lies to carry out the will of the people, no matter 
whether that will recognixea stareiy or prohibits 
it. If slavery is now in Kansas, or should get 
there hereafter, and the people do not want it, 
it is an easy matter for them to get rid of it. If 
they are restricted at all, it is by the Constitution 
of' the United States; otherwise this subject is 
always and entirely under their control. 

Mr. SCOTT. 1 would most respectfalty ask 
my colleague what is the opinion of the Dem- 
ocratic rarty of Indiana upon that question f As 
he apeaka for the party of UiA State, 1 want to 
know what their ground is, and what ground 
thay took in the last canvass? 

Mr. ENGLISH. Their ground, in brief, waa 
and is simply this: that Congress ought not to 
interfere with the question of slavery in the Statea 
or in the Territories; that there ought to be an 
equality between the States; and that the people 
of the Territories should have the right to regu- 
late and determine those matters just as they 
please, subject only to the Constitution of the 
United Sutea. That was th« broad position the 
partvoccupied in the late canvass; and I can teO 
geotlemen upon the other side that the canvass 
was conducted fairlv and squarely upon the great 
national doctrines laid down by the Cincinnati 
Convention; and that there waa no attempt at 
evasidn,or trickery, and no concessions made to 
Abf^tionism, Free-Soilism, SeetiAnalism, Know 
Nothingism, or any other im. It was a square, 
straight-out, unsullied, Democratic victory. 

Mr. SCOTT. I want to know ons way or the 
other—and I care not which— whether the Dem-> 
oeratie party of Indianaholds to-ii^ tbatdanry 
lawfiilljraxisu in Kansas} 

Mr. ISNQLISH. I have already explained 
that 1 have not examined that particular sul^ect 
myself with aoSeient eare to cm a poutiva 
answer; but I lay •(■in, that if it be tnw Aat 
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slavery has been recognized by the actual citi- 
sens of the Territory— if it has been adopted by 
the prc^MT law-makidg power of the cotintrT,'i 
shall not interfere wiui carrying out the will so 
expressed. That is a matter to be determined 
within the Territory, and by the people imme- 
diately interested; not by Congress, and those 
who live within the Ststes. 

NoWftheonlyevidence brought forward toshow 
that the Democracy of Indiana have been tainted 
with Free-Soilism was a resolution of a Demo- 
cratic convention in that Slate, read to the House a 
few days since by the gentleman from Ohio upon 
my left [Mr. Nicholi] — a resolution which, if I 
am correctly infbrmed, was -adopted as far back 
aal849. Thatwas a long time ago, Mr.Speaker; 
and perhaps I might be juatified in plesaing the 
statute of limitations. But I shall not do that. I 
concede that upon a certain occasion, when there 
waa a convention of the Democratic party of 
lndiBna,a resolution waa adopted somewnat Free- 
Soilish in its tendency. It would, no doubt, be a 
sufligent answer to aft diis, to ny that it occurred 
if/ere the passage of the great compromise act of 
1850, which inaugurated a new era, which as- 
seried the same great princi|^B of popular sover- 
eignty and coogreaaioiuU non-intervention after- 
wards incorporated into the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill, and which, in 1659, was solemnly received 
and adopted in the National Conventions of the 
Whigand Democratic parties as a final settlement, 
in pnnciple and substance, of the dangerous and 
excittng question of slavery, 1 can tell gentle- 
men, however, that it might be aeeoaoled^for in 
still another way. At the time this rssolution 
was adopted there wereagreat many in the ranks 
of the Democratic party who were not Democrats 
in good faith, bat liad Pree-Sotl proclivities, and 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Nichols] was 
perhaps one — ^for he claimed formeriy to be a 
Democrat. The gentleman fhnn Indiana [Mr. 
CoHBAcx] was another, and some other of his 
Republican coUeagues from Indiana were afflicted 
with the same ug^ complaint. When this Free- 
Soilelement — when such gentlemen as these were 
hating upon the skirts m the Democratic party , 
this resolution was smumled through a Demo- 
cratic convention in my Stale. 

But I can tell gentlemen that ourpartj^as been 
purified since then , that this corrupt Free-Soil por- 
tion has sloughed .off, and a part of it has, bjr 
some strange combination in tne chapter of acci- 
dents, drifted into this Hall — on the same princi- 
ple, perhaps, that dirty scum sometimes rises to 
the lop of boiling water. We have lost the sec- 
tional portion of our party, but, thank Heaven, 
we hwe.gained what is far better, the national 
portion of the old Whig partv. We have just 
achieved a great victory over Uie Black Republic- 
ans of the North and their Enow Nothing allies 
of the South. We have, for the time being, at 
least, and I trust fbrever, checked the onward 
mardi of aectionalism at the North. We have 
fought it, not because it was in the North, but 
because it was sectionalism. Sir, we are just as 
ready to fight the same spirit in the South, or 
wherever else it may lift its hydra bead. When 
Mr. Buchanan said that "the object of his ad- 
ministration would be to destroy an^ sectional 
party— North or South — and harmonice all see- 
tions of the Union under a national and conserv- 
ative Govemmenf, as it waa fifty years ago," he 
uttered a sentiment which should meet uie cor- 
dial approval of every patriotic heart. This is 
no time for violent, extreme men, or extreme 
views. The country demands peace. We want a 
firm, conservative, national Administration,which 
I have confidence we shall have — one looking to 
the happiness of the whole people and the per- 
petuation of the Union under the Constitution, as 
panmonnt olnects — conciliatory in its charaetn- 
— r ea p ee ting the r^ta of all and jaat to all, but 
firm and decided in rebuking aectionalism and 
fanaticism, no matier from what quarter it may 
come. 

These ar^Aahat I conceive to be some of the 
views and wisnes of the Demoeiaej of my Stale. 
In repelling the chains made against them, and 
in defining their position, I have been led to 
extend my remarks beyond what I bi^ at first 
deained. 1 believe it iatlMir intention, aaitoer- 
teiaiyienliMitoilufibytlMii^itfthepaople I 
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of an organised Territory to determine, under 
the Constitution, this question of slavery for 
themselves, without interference on the part of 
any outsiders whatever. We intend to atand 
by the equality of the States, by the Constitu- 
tion and the Union, to the last, and to war upon 
Abolitioniam and iu kindred heresies to the biu 
ler end. 
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the pintloB of les thouMnd copies UteraoC 

Mr. BROOKS said: 

Mr. Spbakeb: I have waited until my fiiend from 
Indiana [Mr. Ekoliib] had finished his speech, 
to reply to his question, whether or not he was 
correct in stating that southern Democrats would 
vote for the admiasion of Kansas as a free Stale, 
if that was the cleariy ascertained wish of a ma- 
jority of her people, as would the northern Dem- 
ocrats to admit her as a slave Slate, should that 
be the will of the majority t I did not interrupt my 
fViend while he wu spaking because it breaks 
the thread of one's remarks, introducing irrele- 
vant issues, and squemdera the time of toe occu- 
pant of the floor. There was a tacit admission of 
the correctness of his position. His subsequent 
remarks, however, caused me to doabt whether 
I, for one, could respond affirmatively to bis in- 
terpretation of the Kansas and Nebraska act and 
to bis proposition exacUy as be had stated ic 
My position, and the position of the Souib 'gen- 
erally, as 1 understand it, is that, whenever it 
shall be legally ascertained that the Territory of 
Kansas (or any other Territory of the United 
Statea) has a population of ninety-tbrpe thousand 
four hundred and twenty, or whatever may be the 
federal number which at the time will entitle a 
State to a representative on this floor, it is then in 
a condition to form a State constitution; and that 
the will of a majority of the actual residents, as 
expressed in that constitution, shall obtain, and 
the Territory be admitted into the Union as a 
State, without reference to any conatituiional pro- 
vision it may contain in regard to negro slavery. 
This I now understand to be the proportion of 
my friend. We now concur thus far, and I 
announce distinctly that, should the people of 
Kansas comply with the terms of the Kansas 
Nebraska act as I understand it, and apply for 
admission as a free State, they will encounter no 
obstacle in my vote. 

But ray friend went on to say that, in hia 
opinion, a Territorial L^islature had the power 
to pass hiws prohibiting the introduction of 
slaves. If it has that power, why may not the 
Legislature also manumit such slaves as chance 
to be in the Territory ? I would ask the gentle- 
man from Indiana what amount of population ia 
requisite for a territorial government? No speci- 
fied number is required. Then, according to the 
gentleman's doctrine, a Territorial Legislature, 
repreaeotiog ten thousand people, roaypass slaw 
forever prohibiting slavery. If ten thousand may 
make such a law, why may not five thousand? 
If five thousand, why may not five hundred? Why 
not fifty? Why not ten? And with such a doc- 
trine prevailing, what security have I, as a south- 
ern man, in emigrating to' any Territory with 
my slaves? I dissent in(ot«from any such doc- 
trine./ I not only repudiate the doctrine of my 
friend from Indiana, but I also repudiate another 
which has been here taught, and which is, virtu- 
ally, that we of the South are to be excluded tVom 
a Territory until the judgment of tfae Supreme 
Court is rendered in regard to the effect upon oar 
peculiar property of laws pasaed by a Territorial 
I.^i8hiture. 

r do not claim that the Constitution carries 
slavery into a Territory; but I do daim that, as 
a citizen, I have the nght to take my property 
into any Territory of the United States, and diat 
the Constitution which protecu nu, also' protects 
mxpropeity. If,indw«xcRiae wmyn^tsa* 
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citizen, mv' right of property thould be aaea- 
oiied, I will appeal to the le^ tribunals oi th« 
>ui)try and abide their decision; but I will not 
; the firat to diairuit my conatilutiooal righta, 
id will content myseir with defending them 
hen assailed. We are the ■worn law-makera 
' the land, and are premmed to be oa renrdful 
'our conatitutional obligation* as are the Judges 
' the Supreme Bench. It is but a aorry eom- 
entary upon a law made by a majority, wbeo 
at majority disagree as to its legal effect.. It is 
id that there are many roads to heaven » and 
at gentlemen were led to tbe support of the 
ansas-Nebraska bill by as many diflerent roads, 
fiere is but one heaven, and batons sound, con- 
itutionaI,,and national principle in the Nebraska 
t; and the sooner we all agree to stand upon 
at principle, and approach it by the same road, 
e better will it be for the Democratic party. 
Mr. Speaker, the diaeuasion which has occurred 
ion the President's message, particularly that 
irtion of it which relates to matters in Kansaa, 
as not unexpected by me. It was e^^peeted, 
^cause of the deep hostility which 1 knew to 
list at the South, as veil as at the North, 
wards the President and the Democratic jtartr. 
3 be frank, 1 expected it beoausa of our weak' 
as in certain points, which exposed us to 
lack, and even invited it. 
The presidential election has resulted in a re- 
itae of the Republican party from the decaying 
adel of the Constitution, b«it not in a rout of 
I forces. They have been beaten, but they are 
I unconquered. It was evident, even before the 
eeting oi Coi^;ress, that they vera marshaling 
eir hoata tot another onaet. Thdr organization 
undisturbed— the mormtt of their troops pre- 
rved— their leaders confident, and still trusted. 
iui smoke of the battle had hardly arisen from 
e field before observations were taken of oar 
le with the oaution and aagacity of practiced 
rategista; and it is in Tain to disguiae it— our 
eak point has b^n detected. 
1 also expected this discussion, because of the 
ying vigilance of another organization which, 
cause of its baring its hand against every other 
j-ty, and pcurtieularly that which at Lhia time 
iDpena tooe in th«> ascendant, may appropri- 
i\y be called the MmacfifM party. They, too, 
.ve discovered our weakeat point, and have 
ready twice attempted to brt«k our line, and 
ing our two wings into conflict with each other, 
be gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Maa- 
lALL,] who is their distinguished and reeornized 
uler, made the first charge; and that waa snortly 
eceeded by the following resolution of the mem- 
r from Tennessee, [Mr. £thcru>ok:] 

'Rttohed, TbatUiis Boum of BeprcMntatlvef rmnb 
suigmtiona and propociUons of every kind, by wnom-' 
tvcr made, for a ranewal of the AlHoaa ■lavs trade, aa 
>ckiQgtoUie moral Mntimeiita of tlMeiiIi|[bi«iied ponkn 
mnnkind ; and itiat any action on the part of CongfCM 
noiving iir,or legalizing, that horrid aod Inbuman traffic, 
wM Justly nibject the Government and citizem of the 
lited ^taiea to tbe reproacliea and execration of all civ- 
led and Chriitiao people Uuongboui Uw world." 

This resolution, as it was doubtless intended, 
1 aa a bomb-shell into tbe Democratic ranks, 
iposition to DemocracT is dwaya motive 
ough for him. 1 apprehend, however, that a 
rpose somewhat more of a personal character 
kcd with a party purpose in producing that 
tneceskory and inopportune resolution. A di- 
rsion was necmsary to conceal the mwnitude 
the gentleman 's political sins. He baifreason 
believe that his soundness upon the slavery 
estion waa doubted not only nere, but in his 
rn State, and even in his own district. By 
eating a new issue, and one upon which he 
uld better atMid than upon post iasues, his 
ospectaofretieetion might improve. Tbesigu- 
tni he has furnished to the enemies of the 
ople who have honored him, the aeknowledg- 
:nt which by implication he has made that the 
tying and sellinr of slaves is morally wrong, 
id the apparent deferaoee to Republican whims, 
iird to restrain a bid for eontinuanee in ofllea. 
Had there been a proposition before this Honse 
repeal the laws, or before the Senate to annul 
e treaty which refen to the African slave trade, 
U)uld have heard tbe views of the geatlemaii 
>m Tennsssee with patM^oe, had rnot eon- 
rrcd wHh him Ia In vlewi liowvmi 



of the fiiet that our laws denounce the troflo as 

piracy, and impose the severest penidtiea upon 
ofienaers — that their rapeol is notoriously imprac- 
ticable — I can but regard the introduction of the 
resolution as intended for selfish and party pur- 
poses, or as an unprovoked and volunteered 
rebuke of a diadnguished chief magistrate of a 
State, whose genius or patriotism will compare 
with that of the 'member from Tennessee, as 
light to darkness. I r^retled, Mr. Speaker, 
that any resolution was offend, and that any 
passed this House. After tbe passage of that 
presented by the member from Tennessee , no other 
was necessary. As a minor proposition it waa 
included in Uie major of the same diameter. 
Though I am sure it was not so intended, yet 
I apprehended that it might be construed into 
implied censure of the Governor of the State 
which I have the honor in part to represent. 1 
was unwilling to occupy a position wnich might 
be BO construed, though I may differ with his 
Excellency in the propriety and opportuneness of 
the recommendation. I was unwilling to saem- 
iiwly reflect upon the origin of an institution 
which ia inae)Mrab)y interwoven with the fkbrie 
of the society in which 1 live. 

The resolution of my friend and colleagoe [Mr. 
Osn] was intended to express his individual opin- 
ions, and to disen^baiTass such of our northern 
Democratic fneods as had voted against the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Tennessee, and to 
guard them against misrepresentations which 
might be made to operate against them and the 
Democratic party. 

I have said that the party with which I aftliate 
has been sagaciously assailed by each of the other, 
pdirues, which, in ttieir eoatoeration against the 
Democracy, paradoxically iliustrate the affinity 
of hatred. Nor have their efforts been altogether 
unsuccessful; and I call upon the hotuifide Demo- 
cmlB of our whole country instantly to close up 
their ranks, stand elbow to elbow, and fortify the 
point of weakness with a doable eolamn, or we 
will be irretrievably divided and vanquished. 

Heretofore, and elsewhere, I have declared that 
I was not much of a national Democrat. Nor am 
I ; yet 1 have affiliated with the Democratic party, 
and so lonf aa our praaent Government continues 
I ahall eontinna to eoSperate with the party, by 
whatever name it mav be called, which repre- 
aenla its principles. Hy connection with it, how- 
ever, is not of BO intimate a character as to make 
it responsible for my positions, or to embarrass 
me by any which it may take. I believe that 
most of its principles are the tma principles of 
the Constitution, and I have the fbllMt eonndenca 
in the wisdom, patriotism, and orthodoxy of 
many of the par^ leaders at the North, and in 
the free States. Yet in the party, as such, 1 haVe 
neither the Aillest nliance nor confidence, and I 
will give my reasons. When. I first entered this 
Hall, I was an unqualified disunionist. 1 had 
been made so by the action of the General Gov- 
ernment in reference to the tariff, to the territory 
acquired from Mexico, and its whole legislation 
in regard to slaves. Shortly aAer the meeting 
of the Thirty-Third Coi^rreas.a blU was passed 
repealing the Missouri restriction line, whereby 
the States of the South had been excluded, as 
inferiors, from the common domain. A change 
of sentiment immediately occurred within me, 
and my heart ezpanded with love fbr our whole 
country. I chided myself for having done in- 
justice to the Democratic party, which, by ra- 
pealing on odioua restriction; had relieved my 
people from an insult which had burned them 
for many a long year. I raproached myaelf for 
distrusting the virtue of a people who, by an 
unprecedented majority, placed General fierce in 
power over the greatest living military captain, 
vrith all the prestige of military glory fresh upon 
him. I felt that I had wronged, in my apprecia- 
tion of them, the DemoeraUc membera or Con- 
gieaa who had nobly redeemed their pledge of 
non-intervention mode at Baltimore, and on the 
firat occasion which presented itaelf, had applied 
the principle of Don-intervention by removing the 
obstacle they encountered ill Kansas and Ne- 
braska — the line of intervention . They had been 
elected, as had the President, upon tbe Baltimora 
idaiform» tbe cardinal <^ture of which waa non- 
utamnlion by CongraiH wi^h thaaabjaet of sla- 



very in the District of Columbia and the Terri-' 
tones. This was tbe distinct issue before north- 
ern and southern Democracy, and the people of 
both sections elected Democrats ttr Congress. 
Yet, sir, for faithftilly doing that which they wen 
commissioned to do, what was the conseauencef 
Comploinu of tnachery and broken failn filled 
the air. A contract liad been broken, with the 
terms of which one of the contracting rarties 
had never complied; a common statute had been 
repealed, whicn, forsooth, was impealsble and 
christened a cenpsef between sections, when it 
waa BDtorioua that tapresentativea from the dit- 
fennt sections had indiscriminately voted— soma 
for and some against. A sepulchral howl was 
wafted from Maine to Iowa, and our northern 
friends chased down with a Awe and cry. 

The act which repealed the Missouri restri<^ 
tion also provided territorial govemmenta for 
Kansas ana Nebraska, and further provided for 
their admission as Slates upon the terms and 
conditions heretofore stated. When the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress assembled, and I inspected the 
new materislsentto succeed the Nebraska Dem- 
ocrata of the North— when 1 learned more of their 
principles and observed their efforts to extend 
them, my fhith in northwn Defoocracv began to 
lose some of its saving grace. I hao observed 
the deluding influences of a secret political asso- 
ciation, which mysteriously made dark lantema 
of the blinking h<Ads of -men, and endeavored to 
cajole myself into the belief that ncHthem Democ- 
racy had been temporarily led astray by its bewil- 
derments; but that, aided by the light of the Con- 
stitution, they would ultimately recover the true 
fhith. I hoped fbr a reaction, and fhll btmnd in 
honor and in grotitada to atand br auch of our 
northern friends ss had remained mithful to the 
principles of the Consdtution,and who had stood 
to us in the hour of their adveraity. Influenced 
by these and other like considerations, my fViend 
or the mountain district in South Carolina [Mr. 
Oaa] and myself alone of our delegation, advo- 
eaied the rapreaentation of ourSiate in the Dem- 
ocratic Convention at Cincinnati; and the people 
of our State, not because of our influence, bat of 
their own free will and generoua naton, which 
never foUa to respond to acta of Rustics or magnan- 
imity, met our Democratic fnends in common 
council for the common good. We wen there to 
organize foragraatpolitiul contest — the most mo- 
menioas that uiia country ever ret has witnessed. 
Our old leaders have been gallant, vigilant, sac- . 
csssful. They were entitled by every right to tha 
^oriaa of the victory which had been won* aiooa 
upon them rested the responsibilities of the meas- 
ures passed, and whatever of odium might to them 
attacn. Northern prejudice and northern hiOred 
had been specially directed towards the President 
who had approved, and towards the illnstriooa 
Senator who had matured, the Kansas-Nebrasloi 
bill. They had been identified with the principles 
of the bill, and, in sustaining them, we bat sus- 
tained its principles; and, in rejecting them, wa 
seemingly declined the naked issue which the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill presented. I confosa that 
when I aaw the dtatinguished leaden to whom I 
have referr e d able siateamen, and each a resi- 
dent of a free State — put aside, and another leader 
chosen, who had no place in the picture of the. 
fight, my fhith in nortnem Democracy was again 
shdnn. I raaaoned with myself in this way; it 
northern Democracy is so tender-footed upon tha 
Eansos-Nebraska bill as to rajeet nmlhem men* 
even a New Englander, beeuise of thmr too inti- 
mate connection with it, what seeuritr have w« 
of the SouUi that our conatruelioa of trie act will 
obtain in the policy of the Government; or what 
security have we against a construction which 
had been su^ested, and upon which the Senate 
had been congratulated, aod which, in my Judg- 
ment, is as latal to our interests as the positive 
enactment which had been repealed f if non- 
connection with the bill and abaentceiam ia naaea- 
sary to gild the pill, how do I know but that it 
may be rejected when ita esssntial eompananta 
on ascertained 1 

Mr. Speaker, enou^ has transpired to show 
that my apprabsnsions wera not altogether with- 
out foundation. The asaertion has here fia- 
mnily baen nrnde and nneontradietad, (bat at 
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thft pe9ide were nUittd uader baonen upon which 
wuinswibad "BucbMMii*BrecIcu)riitgfe, and free 
Eanaas." Hare not larn placards bmn hen 
•xbibited viUi theie voroa in the breeat tettera 
«pen tbero,utdlhewordj(^Mmitalica7 Wsare 
told by our Denoeiatic friemiB on tb« floor, that 
Bothing more waa meant thaa that tha people of 
Kansas aIiottld.be/ru to deoltta upon the aubject 
«f slarery for themaclTtt. What was meant is 
not the queation. Haw ware tha worda under- 
stood by the masaea? Whaiwaa their efieot upon 
the votera i That if tha tpwation; and if tbe 
presidentiat eleotion waa earned upon false pre- 
tesaea, what eaoM of tnnaiph ^« w« i My 
tneai flwia IndiMk [Mr. Enmhh) haaflwiklsr 
itTowad his prcferwoa that Ejnaaiahoaldbaa. 
free Statai though he i» willing to admit her with 
a oonatitution recc^Bifiinj| aUvery . To hie posi- 
tion I do not obi^. We of the South would 
prefer that she should be a alave State, yet we 
hold ouraelvea prepared to vote for her admiaaion 
area with a tonaututien iej|eetii)g«laTery, if that 
is the eleariy-vaoertaiBBd wdl of « wjonty of her 
eitizena. 

But in seolioRS where the agiuMtr mertagni^ 
feature of the IimII is laaintaiaed , is it not presum- 
able that the unifoFm and eoDtinaed expreaaien 
of Uiis pre&reBce at pMetiWi where baoBcra were 
|ying with "Buchanan, Breckiwidge, and free 
BTansas," might delude the voters into the beiief, 
that aAer aU the Kansaa-Nehraaka act was the 
^'beatfree-soil measure ever passed?" This may 
beaaid to be butan iaference; but whenitiscou- 

£led with the fact, that many nor^em Democrats 
are adniuted ihnty in the event of fiLanaas becom- 
ing a slave State, they will go by the board, it 
•h'ikes me more a^ a logical deduction. 

That the gmvest diierancea of efunion in i^;ard 
to the titie oonatniotiiHi of the Knaaa-NebrMka 
act are enterloiaed by Bortharn and aouAem 
Demoorats, and by eeoh among themselves, is 
beyond doubt, and this difference is the sheal 
which is threatening us with wreck. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. fiisLaa,} when interro- 
gated as to the power of a Territorial LMgislatuie 
Ho exclude slavery, replied: 

" I uB or oftnion Hat tli* people tkra«Mh ilieir kwsl 
Legialaaire have tbst |iower. I anive at lUk coadiMioii, 
becaiuo [ can webottwoaoiuccsof taw-inaUni pow«T for 
a TerriLOiy— [lie one, Congrew ; and tlie otber, the people. 
• I hold ihal, wfien CongT«Bi bas confttred upon the people 
of a Temltoiy aH Ilie law- taakii^ piArar MUGh It paaeases 
anderae Co«Mltmil<m,tk« wwerlaeomylew to fii^ptrngie, 
equal to ihe quotien of ooinestic alavenr. or aay ouwr 
• BQbJect: bulthta ia ategal queaiion,sndi nr oaesBonld 
«e gruAtd to aee it deiMed.'' 

This seems to be the tune ground aa that 
occupied by my ft-iend from Indians, [Mr. ESa- 
LisH,] as 1 know it to be that on which many 
other gentlemen ftom free States stand. 

In this position they are sustained by distin- 

giished southern gentlemen. In the speech of 
y A-iend fh)ni Tennessee [Mr.'JoNEi] I find this 
paragraph, which lie will pardon me for saying 
IS crammed fbll wiA her poUiicd heresies: 

"But I underMand tlMt evea U»oM wbo ay ftquMOMt 
Bovereignty' throug|iout tbe Soutb, and who moat bignally 
iWled in the laat canvass under that cry, admit thar the 
^people «f a TerHtarf have a rffht, when thcjr emne lo form 
a Bute eonatimieii, lo dewniiine wbaUier Utty wiW have 
elaveiy or net. Am I correcl in U>at ptDulioQ and uadar- 
•tandiiuof what Ihej bold to be tbe correct doctrine upon 
tMa nMfxit If an, there may be not more than twelve 
hoon^imNaKrorilRM betwaen men aMtayMir. I aay 
>the« «an do It M-diy ; and ihqr lay that -tbe •amenaan osn 
4d It lo-monow by franaiag a State coMtitaiian. Tben 
Cbere la between us but one nifthfs difference in time, nnd 
• IWrhapa bai one boor, n Is the manner ol doing It, nid 
•not tbe tMardone, wUeh aeams to be ta domrovoray, even 
la itaa Demeenutc pamr. Now, k atmmm to au that ibia 
abonU be no cause of disBatUbciioD with the Oemoctatic 
patty, DOT ahould it be snjr objectioa to the Democratic 
panr. t>ar poaMeM are etear, and I think well nnder- 
iita)d--aa iBMh so, St baat, as ttMBe or the panr to wMeh 
joa, Mr. Speaker, Mm«." 

*<ButoneBiriit'sdifrel<ei>ee?" "Perhapsbut 
«»hoDr?*' Why, sir, the difiereocein just as 
-great between a Territory and a State aa between 
-• child sad a bmq.- Ba^ have thetr jeapeotive 
•n^ta,to be aare, bat diey an of a tMally diffn-- 
-ent efaaraotep. The gentleman would seem, too, 
to intimate that a statute of a Legislsttm was 
«f eqtwl solemaity wiA an arttcla of « oooMitu- 
tton. 8fe where nisdoetnaeawMld lead aa. A 
Territorysi added to ear demaini aomsMithoD- 
*aaDd peMle, eoaRagflroMdiAreat States, wksra 
Mtosatinsri ai iisaa tii « wti l,-iitfawpaii fe. Tkty 
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teqaire law for the r^ulation of their society, 
and a territorial goverofoeot is given them. For 
what j To protect tben irom anarchy during 
their tentorial cooditioiL The people of all the 
Stales have an et^ual right with themsBlves to 
«llter upcm the territory, and are protected in their 
persons and property by the Constitution of th^ 
United Siates,which recoKnizes property in slaves; 
and yet my friend from Tennessee would permit 
a m^ority of this ten thousttnd (K may be one 
thousand) to exclude, by a territorial law, ev^ry 
slave-owner from the South, or impose a coodi- 
(ien of admittance contrary to his tastes, habits, 
inteiests, and the spirit of tbe Constitution. I 
do ikot inqoiia into liba authority of acqariag 
territory. Hiat is a foiegoiu conclusioii. We 
have it; and if, without conMitutional authority, 
it comes as a waif into a eoipOMlion, by every 
principle of justice and e<)uity, it should oe held 
for the common benefit of all tbe corporators, and 
not for the exclusive benefiL of the few who chance 
to stumUa upon tL 

Some of our ftiends maintain that the common 
law* proteeta property of every description, and 
will protect it a^unst the local law of a Terri- 
tory which may confliot, because of its assumed 
uncoBsiitatioDiuity. But how does the common 
hiw get into a Territory t The common law of 
every land was carried mto all the Stales by ex- 
press staiule. If no law c&n be found for the 
acquiflitioo of territory, it is absurd to suppose 
that any law can be carried there by virtue obthe 
Constitution, except the laws of Congress which 
^are authorized and regulated by the Constitution. 
Thsl elattse of the Constitution which provides 
for the making of " needful rules and regulations 
for the Territories," must apply to territory ac- 
quired since its adoption, now that we have them 
in possession; and uejCoBstitution mustatithorize 
the making of such local lawn by the Tenritorial 
X^islatiire as may not conflict with its other 
provisions, or the laws of the country from which 
the territory was acquired would continue to 
prevail. However intricate these qtieations may 
be in refer.enceto territory conquered from Mex- 
ico, no difficulty exists in raganlto that purchased 
irom France; tor in the treaty of cession it was 
provided, and with a Tiew to protea the alave 
owners oC Irfmisiana in their property in slaves, 
that 

" Tbe lahsMlSBis of Ihe oeded tenUofysban he laoor- 
porated iii tbe Union of the United Btatea, aad admltied aa 
•oon aa paoaiUe, aceordlog lo the princlplea of the Federal 
CoHMttution, to tbe- enjoyment of all lberjgbtB,adVBatages, 
•aad IwBBUBitlea ordtbsesa of the UnfMd fltaisa ; sad la ma 
Buaalisaeiliwaliallbs mataualnadaadmiDQtedhaUwftee 
euJo|rmeot of UmU Ittwty, pnpat]/, ano Iba rellglOB w^icb 
they praibas.** 

E!ansas is a part ortheLotitsienapnrchBse; and 
in my view, the rights and interests of the people 
of the slave-owning States are protected by treaty, 
by the Constitution, by the common law, and by 
the or^mic law of Congress; and Uiat this pre- 
tection is now and will continue perftct unlil the 
people "shall, in convention, mske a constitution 
tn which 8biTer]r shall be r^ectsd, and Kansas, 
with that consiitutioq, admitted as a Stale into 
the Union. 

My colleague, [Mr. Obk,] while he repudiates 
what is called squatter sovereignty, ana denies 
that it is to be found in the Kanaas-PTebraskaact, 
yet holds that in reality it is a matter of no proc- 
'tical consequence whether it ia or not. In bia 
speech the other day, he remarked as' foHows: 

" I say, allbough I deny Iliat ROuatMr aovereignlr asiita 
in the Territoriea of Kansas ^d Nebraslu Yiy virtue of thia 
bin, it Is a Blatter pnicUcally of lirtle contcqtredcc Mieiher 
It does er not ; aad I UHoh lahaii ha ablatoaatfaiytteges- 
UeirMD o( that. Tbe fentleaian kneva (hat, in even' alave- 
bDldmg cominunity ol itus Uoion, wc Have local legislation 
and local police rMulaiions appertaining to that inslilution, 
witheut wMeh the instiintlon woutd not only be valaelesa, 
bat a ansa to the cemnanl^- Wfthoat them the atave- 
holder coNUBMeafaree his ligbts when invaded by oihen;* 
and if you bad nolocal legislatioa Ibr the purpow of pvisg 
protection, (he Institution would be of no value. I can 
appeal to everygendeman opon this floor-wbo repreaentB a 
BtaveholdlagaoaMitBeaoy,tosnBst'ih« inataofwutl have 
•latad upoa that point. 

"Now, tha IqgislaiiTc authority of a Territory la invested 
with a discretion to vote Itor or against laws. We think 
they ought topaaa laws hi ereryTerritoiy, whan tbe Terri- 
tory b open to aeaidhieat, and siavcholdera go there, to 
nrotect alave vopeny. But U* ihey dpcUna to pya aueh ' 
laws, what is the remedy I Nona, six. If the miaorU}/ of 
the people sra oMaaed to the inaiitutiDn, and if they do 
not deauek iMgnasdjuvBa tteir TanHHy,all itaybsre 
•D-dpts dM^ias ta psas Mn ii ttp VanMal 
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Leaialat«teforltapHMCtiDii,aDdthen itisas well excluded 
aa ifthe power was Invested in tbe Tenitorial Let^-UatUTc, 
and eienrised by them, to pmhibii it. How, I luk the g'n- 
Uerooo, what is the pnctieal tmportanee to result from tbe 
agltatioa and diBcasoloa of ihu qaesibni aa to wbeiliei 
aquaucr aovereimty does, oc doea nw^aiiat? PncticaUy 
it is a matter of Tittle moment." 

The lai^iuge of my firiend amounts to this: 
that public opinion is. paramount to kw. That 
these are occasions when public opinion does and 
shoald eestfain tike penalties of i^e kw, ia readily 
admitted, as it also is that kws passed by the 
Rapreaeotatives of the people are usually the 
reotx of public opinion, I haveolready remarked 
that no ttpedAed nuaiber of people sm requieita 
for a tsmtori^ government; aoo 1 utterly repu- 
diate the idea thM the fint £ew hundred strag^rs 
who nay enter upoit a Territory should set up 
to be the manufacturen of public optiuon, or of 
law, which may conflict with the rights of a dt- 
izoD under tbe Constitution; and so do I under- 
stand my fiiend. His position is, thai, if a Ter- 
ritorial legislature faik to pass laws pzoteeling i 
and regulwng property ia slaves, there is no | 
power to compel it to do so; and thiU, in the 
absence of m^ch police regtiktions, our okves i 
would not only be valudess, but a curse to the 
commuoity; and it is in this thM I Uiink my col- 
league errs. As a iatizea of a sovereign State, 
I have the right to pass with my property into | 
any Stole or Territory where the national nag is I 
recognised. If 1 taxe my slave into a State 
where public prejudice ia against the inatttation, 
I may be robbed of my property; and, althouj^ 
my nght o( property ia intact, lam poweriess if 
the local kw isarane to siy detaioiog him. But 
here I am in a sovereign State; and, though the 
State may be in open defiance of a constitutional 
enactment of Concresa, 1 have not Ihe power to 
enforce it, nor do i kaow wkss* tbe powar is to 
be found. 

As a citizen of South CawUnai I go intoa Ter- 
ritory, however., with goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, and, anterior to the passage by tbe Ter- 
ritorial X<egislatttre of a kw rcgwktiug the distrib- 
utionofeslates,ldie intestate. Wh^becomesof 
my pnpetiyi It in oertswily s«matt lo the stat- 
utes of tha Stsis of whieb' I usi a resident. So, 
if I take my property in skres into a Territory, 
which I do uodir the Fedsvl Constitution, and 
the Tenilofial legislature have failed to pass 
any law to regukte, dispose of, or protect such 
property. tKen the Ipeal law of tbe State of which 
A am a citizen will apply to such property, pro- 
vided it does not conlliBt with the Consutution ! 
and the kws of Congress smde under it. \ 

I prosimse Uiat my colleague and myself will ! 
coincide in tha epinioo that the Territorial Legis- 
lature has no authority to pass kwa prohibiune 
the introduction of slaves, or tbe manumission o? 
them if in the Territory, and any kwa to that effect 
would be void. Tbe point of 'difference between 
us is, as to Ute effect of a failure to moke police 
regulations. He ^ives virtue to public opinion 
at too early a period, and his position would as 
effectually exclude the riave owner withhk prop- 
perty as that of those genikoMD who adsut the 
right of a Tenitorial liSgislature to exclude. He 
maJESfl the ^enl opinion of a few stragg^en 
more effieaciovs than a (arritorial law. In the 
name of wUk opinko, he pn^ubils the free ex- 
ercise 01 opiaian; to (ruthf hk positioii is the 
squatter soveseignty of optaion. 

Whm Kansas cosses to us in the majesty of a 
sovereign, I will regard her opinion — not before. 

But it has been suggested thai the squatter bot- 
ereioi doctriAe will work as well for the South 
as for tlie North, sad tbat the time «nay come 
when it will be lo oar interest ihaf the doctriiM 
should II^Bil- And thus we ore cajoled into 
making this (if it has not already become so) a 
GiOTsnHaeat of expediency. For my own part, 
I pieftf tfw CrovertMand of the Coastitutioa. 

I ham aUmded, sir, to these differences of 
•piaim and eojutruntMn which exist between 
OemOGMils,.aB eleraeEoU of weakness in the party 
oigsiuzaUon. No good con rssult from conceal- 
ing them, or itom from idluding to th«a. The 
differenees are notorious; and it is the part of 
wisdom and of patriotism to reconcile tnem at 
•noe, and for as all to occupy a common ground, 
whico may b* cleuly dafiaed and ckuly undes- 
,«(«od b*Ui«( tha North and UMSbvth. Ifthe 
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advocates of BqB&tter flovferelgntv peraist in their 
construction of the KanHaa-NeomBka act, Ihey 
will inevitably drive off many of us from the 
South, who desire to act in concert with them. 
Can they'tJo without us? No. NorcanwedO 
withootthein,andrctaiaan}rparr^Btredgth. We 
belieTC thatuquatter sovereigntv in as fual to u« 
as the Wihnot proviso; and ao &elieTin^,it would 
be suicide to wink at it. With them u is not a 
matter of tifb and death. Many diBtinguiflhed 
northern ^ntlemen give sdheiion to the southern 
construction of the act. Why, then, should We 
not all agree that the Territory of KonBas ahall be 
free and open to every citizen of the United States 
with every kind of property, shives included and 
named, until the peo^e of the Territory shaH havfa 
formed a State constitution, which act of wver- 
etgnty (fiey may perform whenever they irambet- 
a population of ninety-three thoaaoiid four hun- 
dred and twenty, and not before; and " when ad- 
mitted as a State or States, the Said Territory, ot- 
any portion of the same, shall be received into Che 
Union with or without slavery, as their constitu- 
tion may prescribe at the time of their admission. *' 

My mdividual opinion, Mr. Speaker, and I 
give It for whatever it is worth, is that the prin- 
ciple of the Kansas bill, as generally understood 
at the South, is worth more to the South than 
the Territory itself; and, for my own part, I 
would willingly give up the Territory to secure 
the principle, bat for Uiefluit that the equilibrium 
of the great sections would thereby be hopelessly 
destroyed in the Senate, And that the permanent 
majority would afterwards laugh at the principle. 

Itake the following extract from the thirty- 
second section of the Kansas-Nebraska act; 

" Tbat the Constitution and laws of tbe United StaiN 
which are not locally Inapplicable, tball have itit tame 
force and effect within tbe aaid Tenlioiy q£ Raiuaa h eloe- 
wbere in the IJniied State*, except the eigttlh ■•ction oT 
tbp. act preparotoiy to ihe admlwon ot Mlwouri into the 
Union, approve<t.Uarcheixt^ eighteen hundred and twenty, 
wliieli, beuifi tnconalnent with the principle of nan-Inter- 
vention bj CongreM with alavery in the States and Teni- 
toriFS, as recognised by ike IwUlation of eighteen hundred 
and lllty, conimooly called the compromi«e measures, is 
hereby declared inopemtive and void ; it being the true 
intent and meaning of thia act not to leftalate slavery into 
any Tenitory or Siate, nor toexclade It riMrefrom, but Q> 
leave ihe people thereof perftctly tne to form and regnlaie 
their domcBlic inatitutioiiB in their own way, HUbJcct only 
to the Constitution of the United States ; Pmvided, That 
nmhing herein eomaincd eliaU be eonatrned to revive or 
pat in force any law or refutatioD which may have exiaied 
prior to the act of «ixih March, eighteen hundred aitd 
twenty, either protecting, eatabliahing, prohibiting, or abol- 
ishing etuvcry." 

This paragraph aeema to be declaratory of the 
intentions of the fVamera and supporters or the act. 
How I understood it has already been expressed. 
Ifs meanine appeared clear-to me then; it seems 
BO now. Id voting for the bill I hoped and be- 
lieved that my'innuence was being contributed 
towards transferring the agitation of slavery in 
Territories from these Halls to the Territories 
tliemselves. I fancied that tbe bjU embodied 
principles just and right in themselves, and in 
strict conformity with the principles of States 
Rights an.d the Constitution. The more sanguine 
Vaf us cherished both the hope and belief that an 
catty solution of sectional difficulties had been dis- 
covered, and that our national area would^ indefi- 
nitely expand-^ach State a'hd Territory revolving 
io its own orbit — the whole system Varmed ttiid 
enliehtened by the sun of the Constitution, and 
the aangers of centrahzatioo- be corrected by the 
extent of our national domain ai^ the remote 
•eparation of iti sovereign proprietors. 

It ia yet within the power of the members of 
the Democratic party to cause to be realized ttiia 
dreajn of patriots, will they io it? 

POWER OF CONSRESR OVfflt flLAVegT IN THE 
TraUlITORIES. ^ 

SPEECH OF HONTt. G. DAVIDSON, 
or louisiaha; 

1h tbe House or RspKnutTATmes, 

Detembtr 18. 1656, 

■ Tbe Hqqm having under con«ider%ik>n the aueation of 
refming the Preiident's Hesasga to ibe CotnmRese at tbe 
WlMle on theitoteof dwCaloa, BBd the printing Often 
ttMotand copies ihcfMf— 
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1 Mteied this Hall M a RtipreseaitatiTe of the 
people, to discun the slavery question in any 
shape or form, and I do not intend to do it now 
except incidentally, and so fhr as it may be nece»- 
sary in vindicating the history of the past legist 
lation of the countrv.- I do not intena to enter 
into a vindieatiob of that hinorr, as the notle- 
mui ft^ Ohio [Mr. NicnoLS]didtener(&y,by 
^ introduction of hftndbills and party speeches 
to prove that grave questions have been settled 
or nav« IKK bMn sMtted. I come here now, sir, 
to dillcum tlie qaeadtin of the power of Congress 
to h^ifllate upon Uie subjeot of slaTery in th« 
Temtories; and I talie we bnmd ground that 
Congress has not now, and never did nave, power 
to tegtshite vpon that vexed cfoestidn. I believe 
that the history, given by4he President in his 
OieKssge, of the events whli:^ hdVe diaturbed this 
eoHMnr for the laK year, is true to thetatter;ui 
to betie#hig> and emertaining the peniUir view* 
which I do, in relation to this matter, I should 
oonsiderthat I was recreant to the eonstitneney 
which I represent here, if Idid not raise myroiee 
to vindfeate the justness of the condusioni of the 
President. He, sir, has sent np the record to the 
tribunal of equitable history, and it is registered 
in the annals of troth. For my part, I lahe the 
ground that Congress never mm the power to 
legMate upon the question of slavvrv; and to 
prove it I desireto go back and eAavsiUe how das 
quesion came ap Wider onr GvMnuneat, and 
how it was flketf and aetded. 

In relation to squatter sovereignty, sir, a great 
tfeal has, in the course of this discastdon, been 
Maid, and i^aid ia a apirit of acrimony which I 
Very much deprecate. If the eMeet be to show 
that the supreme pawn does not Mst in the hande 
of the peMe, 1 ten gentltnnen that they contend 
against a doetrise which haa been maintained by 
the American people from the eariiest period of 
their political history. 

I iMve here tkt eoABtitertioMi of the varioos 
Statee wiAch ov^nally formed our CcnfBdetacy— 
constiteiioiia Which were adopted When tUMB 
States werb in a eondillon^ in dhmy reapeets, 
parallel with that of our Iwitories. . Lettbem 
speak to the pmnt. 

When the Thirteen Coloniee rebeHed against 
the ftKitlter country, (hey were, I bdieve, gov- 
erned by letters patent and by ordinances' emanat- 
ing from the King and Parliament. Consequent 
on that rebeltinn, and after they had thrown on* the 
anthorityof the mother oountty, they hod noo^er 
fitirm of government, or rathft- that wsa tolerated 
nntlt they adopted their fifst eoastitutione. They 
were in almost preeisefy an analogous condition 
with 'Territories prior to their formation of State 
eonstitutpons. 

Now, sir, under these ciroamstanees, what did 
Massachusetts say ? What did she do ? And 1 
Invohfe the amhoritj^ of Maasaehusetts, tit. be- 
cause her history claims Torhertheteadersbipof 
the Colonies in the forenfost mnka of the strifll. 
What did she say ? She maintained the extnior- 
dinary doctrine, that tbe people bad not only the 
r^ht to regulate their ipstitutiona without ont- 
8Me interfirenee, but i)ib right alto to tax fellow 
" sbbjecu"— for that is the wetA which poltti- 
eally ue'scribes a MassaithuMtte man— who weve 
not members of churches, fbr the- StippD{t of her 
fehgiotis eartablishmeitt, whether they were will- 
ing or not. For the proof of this, Irefor to tbe 
mtA pBrtigr^>h of her DHlwadtfn of Rights. 
Upon this subject, however, I fl»el no Inellnaiioti 
to contend Wiui those gentlemen; they may settle 
Itw qMstiota for them^ves. 1 would, however, 
Teepectfblly su^st tifat, before they Mtempt to 
iturude guarantees of n«ger fteedom om the South , 
tb«y should todk a Intie tn tbe euarantees of 
White nMn^eonarienees in MaaaanmMtts. And 
yet, sir, the ruins of Chariestown naanerles and 
the dfeoencies of Hiss committees spealc bnt in- 
difiefeAfly far the bitier, whatever msv be tbah- 
profislen^ in Undly votnitsmag tlH nittmr for 
our riavefl. 

Bnt, sir, rtiy remarks Kod, and my desire is, 
to go into an examinatioo of the settlement of 
this doctrine of popular sovereignty; and I desire 
to showthat,in every single instants when those 
^vinoes fimtted their owii coastitation, tliey, on 
the very threahoM, ddiAand ttte doctrine that tdl 
power lb in tt»J^adi «C the people. 



I read, in thafirati^aeef frOmtheorigiBal eon- 
•timtioB of MaNadraaetM, fimned aoon aftar aba 
rebelled agamst the rale of Gbwat Brilaini 

<* Tlie people of thle GotnmbnWMllth have Uie sola sad 
esDhiSive right of govonuaf theaaeelvee aa a bee, eoverejjgD, 
and independent Bbuej and do, and forever hereafter ehBl), 
exercise, and enjoy every power, Jurikhctfan, and right 
which is not, or may not hereafter he, by them espreBsly 
delPf^ted to the Dnlied 9tatct of America m CongreM aa- 
temblcd. 

" Oovenraraat b Unthnted for lt» MKuoon good 1 thet*- 
Ibro, the booclealoae ^fiM nn ine9n[eatablc, unalienable, 
anil IndeleasCble right to iiRtitute gbVemmctit." 

Now, air, I conn next to the constitution of 
the State of New York, the first article of which 
shows that the coaventioa Khtch framed it— 

" Id ttaeMaie^nvl byOie saAoittyof MmkmnI peoide of 
this Slate, doth ordaia, determine, onddeclare, that noau- 
tborlty wfaall, oq any pictense whatever, he eiercised over 
the people at memben of this State Vut luch aa skall be 
derived fhtn or gisnted by lUeai." * 

Kew Jersey itext eome* tip widi her autborityi 
and, tipon examination of het- flret eonsdtntional 
convention,! find it tttteringthfe deqlamtiontbat-' 

" All the coiutltutlonBl autha^W ever poasessed by the 
tnngs of Great Britain over these t»>)onles, or their domfn- 
i6n», woa by cosipact derived trMt die people, and held oC 
lliem for tbe contBion iflterdat oraocte^y." 

And so, if you will go on and examine the other 
constUutions of these Thirteen Provinces, eelf-' 
constituted into States without any extraneous 
intervention, yon wilt Snd, with the ekoeption 
of Rhode Island, which elected to hoM under the 
former grants, made ptfr ipsum Regem, that, in 
every single instance, they oecare the doctrine of 
popular sovereignty; that they assert that tha 
people only have the right to determine tbe char- 
acter of institatioiM, and regulate the administra- 
tion of their o*!6 afihirswiuinirtheqjctent of their 
own limits. . 

Now, sir, another point, miich essentially 
touches this question. Inhere is no gentleman 
who has examined this suj^eet, bnt Imovs that 
every one of the original Thirteen Provinoes, at 
the adveht of tbe Revolution, reeogniaed the in- 
stitution of AfHean elavery. U is eqoallT well 
known that theConstitutionof the Umted Bcates 
expressly declares then all powers, not granted 
to the Congress, are reserved to Uie States aed 
to the people, and th^ wen exeroieed by tha 
people of each of the provinces aa sovereign 
powers, and 'trere accounted fords sueh. 

At the ttrhe of the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion, the singular fact presents iuelf, in view of 
(bis diaeuilsion, that there were no TerrUortu 
ander the control of the Federal 6overoinent over 
whidrk eootd have been oonleinpUued that Con- 
greaa oould evbr have any jarisdietion in req>ect 
to the qaeslion of slavery. 

Sir, you have heard gendemen who were not 
thoroughly acqaainced with the subject, discuss- 
iag ttieoonstitutiottality of theerdimnce of 1787. 
I tell gentlemen that Ctmgretfs never had any 
eontrol whatever otw the question of slavery id 
the Northwestern Terrilory; for prior to the 
adoption of the orMnntice of 1T87, that Territory 
Was in the possesion of Vtrgfinia aa owner. She 
was, at this time, snbjeet to constant inroads flrom 
hoMlle Mtvues. They wer« talirdorini; her men , 
wolM«n,aM chftdnmt or robbiB^ ihmi of their 
property, and leading them into captivity. In 
ordiir to remedy thMe evils, nhe conclwlod that 
she ^o»td Offer to tbe Confederation the entire 
jurisdiction of this vast domain, trpon the condi- 
tion that ittohoifM remain ftee territory. Bbing 
the donor, and imposing no aneroua terms, she 
could divesttKrtetf of all the f%hts ami privileges 
which attached to her eminent domain — amone 
which WAB tbe right of holding skv«s. Stte did 
BO in that respect, and made the inmsftr upon 
these eon4rtions, with a viMr of promoting tba 
iMHiisrationof i^cillturiBlafrMmtlMold oouo-* 
try, for the pamott of settHag up her frontier as 
rapidly Ut poasAde, and thus prote«titig her from 
the oontamt inroads and inoursions of hostile 
savages. TheConfederatioaace^tedthe proffer 
with the oondition preoedem, and eetablledlod the 
ordinuicaof 1787. ^s was the only Territory 
belon»ng to tiie OofaftderatioirpTiorto the adop- 
tion of the Oonstitttlon — a Temtory acquired by 
donatim, and under specific cireamstanccs — and 
tfae «nty Territory contemplated, at the time, to 
(WtaaToMviha joriiriUiktioii^the Federal Qov- 
anmeat. ' 
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Well,nr*tlu« ordtnmnce «u kdopted— tfaia con- 
dition comii^ied with— and, for the fuiun regala- 
tion of the lerritory in other rwpecu, the ftfimera 
of the Constitntioa adopted this provision : 

" nu OomM riull lum power to diapoM of, tad mmke 
■11 ntHM rate! and r^lathMv fMpecUnf , the leniiory or 
otlier propertf belonging to tha Uniied Stuea." 

This territory, air, waa at the time — and the fact 
cannot be too frfquently reiterated— all that was 
under the control of the Glenend Uovemmeiit.^ It 
was free territoryi made b^j the ant and ToUtion 
of Vi^nia— free territory upon a condition prece- 
d«)t, complied with when the* cession was made. 

In view, sir, of thu position, which cannot be 
■uceessfliliy assailed, I eonlend that the cession 
of Mof territory, which then, and for the fir«t 
time, constituted a Territory of the United States, 
was, under peculiar circumstances, the free giA 
of one soTereign Btate to the other States of the 
new Confederacy. I contend that this State had 
a perfect rightto divest herself of the slaveholding 
right, which she might have exercised over that 
territory, amf which she eominoed to maintain 
within the limiu of ttr sovereignty, and to sur- 
render that portion of her domain, on the mere 
condition that it should be free, with an ulterior 
view to her own advantage and peraonol security. 
1 contend, sir, that Congress, under the inevitable 
pressure of the ftve-urriiory condition attached 
to the donation of Yiq^inia, had nothing to do, 
M far as she was concerned, but to " make the 
regulations" to carry out the intention and sub- 
•erve tixt condition of the donor. I contend, 
.Ikiling the compliance with such intention and 
condition on the pari of Congress, that bad a 
•ingle individual, in consequence of such failure — 
climate or no cUmate, soil or no soil — gone into 
that Territthy to settle with his slaves, Virginia 
would have hoi the right to reclaim the grant, 
«nd the Territory itself would have reverted to her 
Stale jurisdiction. 

But whilst I contend for Uiis, I also, and most 
■trenuou^y, contend that the action of Congress, 
under the specific clause of the Constitution, was 
termin^ve so far as it turned upon the making of 
" the needful rule* and regulations," for which 
Yiiginia had, by imf^cfttion, stipulated in order 
to make a free Temtory-, thus giving body and 
vilaliiy to her intention, and securing the object 
which she had proposed to herself, in surrender- 
ing her sovereignty over the soil. I contend that 
neitherthe clause of the Constitution can be quoted 
as an autherityt nor can the legislation of Con- 

frfss under a grant of power, tn a specific case 
e invoked as a precedent, in connection with 
the right to allow or forbid slavery in Territoria, 
which had no existence actual or sapposed— and 
the Coaelitution does not saiipMe tbsm— when 
the ennt of powers, in rclatton to a northwest- 
em Territorv, was made by the flramen and 
carried out oy Congress. 1 contend that the 
Territories, which have since come under the 
juriatliclion of the United States — from the ac- 
quisition of Louisiana to the organization of 
Kansas— by whate^r tenure held or process ac- 

autred, are exceptional &cts — fhcta ansing since 
le establishment, by Virginia's spontaneous act, 
of a free northwestern Territory, the interests of 
which, in special reference to slavery, were com- 
mitted to ul the Statflw, and aettled and termin- 
ated in neeordanoe with the conditions of Vir- 
ginia, Uie pTM^t of the Constitution, and the 
prtfvisions of Congieas. ~ I contend that those 
Territories occnpy a positim absolutely radicalljr 
dtSeient from that of the Northwestern Terri- 
tory. They are no gift of any one State, to the 
other States, subject to her restrictiont in the act 
of cooferriog theooon; but Uie common property 
of all the States, acquired by common treasure, 
if not cmnmon blood. I contend that, being 
original common property, no one Stale has any 
natural or inherent right to prescribe or proseriM 
slavery, in regard to them. I conlemf that, on 
this fUMlisii 1^' rioecnf, as a poasiMe element of 
their Aiture State and social oiganization; their 
people are unreatncted by anv constitutional inhi- 
bition, and that no elastic. India-rubber process 
of extension should be exerted to bring them 
under the provision of the Constitution, which, so 
ftr as the institution of slavery is concerned, " in 
Ikt territory of tha United States^" wasflramed in 
compliance with tha cooditioii unpoaed by Vir- 



ginia, and which found its du»<ad limited iq>pli- 
cation in the legislation of Congress. 

But these, sir, though they carry no alight 
weight, are side considerations. Let me recur 
to the Constitution itself. That instmmeot, sir, 
gives power to Congress to make all needflil rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or other 
property of the United States. Does this con- 
template the surrender to Congress of the aor- 
ereigtt power of the Slates and people over the 
Territories } That were a violent conotruction 
of the instrument, to say the least, that would 
anthoriae the assertion of the fact. And why? 
Because sovereign power 'is vested in the people 
and in the States; and neither the people nor the 
States have del^oted such power to Congress. 
Such a lurrender or delegation is not to ne in- 
ferred; it miut be expressed. Oo to the powers 
enumerated in the Constitution, and it cannot be 
found among them. It says, for instance, that 
Congress shall Itave power to borrow money, on 
the credit of the United States. If money is 
needed , Congreea has the right to borrow it under 
the delation of that power. None denies this. 
Again; ** Coneresa shall have power to regulate 
commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
foreign States, *and with the Indian tribes." 
Why this i Because there was a necessity for it; 
indeed, it was one of the main necemities which 
converted the Artidea of Confederation into the 
constitutional compact. Nowhere, in the enume- 
ration of the posiuve powers, can there be found 
any grant to Cotigress of the power to ^vern 
the Territories. Slavery was a domestic institu- 
tion of all the States, when the declamtion was 
made, and of one half of them at the time of the 
adoption of the Constitution. There was do 
necessity to declare that slavery should not go to 
the territory, because that was a dosed question, 
before the convention, by the treaty with Virginia. 
Congress has only the power to make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property of the United States. The power 
togovern the lerritory is with the people; not with 
Congress. It seems to me that the man who 
wishes to arrive at the truth, has only to read the 
pest history of our country to be satisfied ohat 
theppeition which I take is the true one. 

Turn to the pages of that history, air, and it 
will point out to you when this question of the 
rtght of Congress to govern the Territories firet 
presented itself. It was not heard of before the 
acquisition of Louisiana, under treaty stipula- 
tions; and when Ctongrees passed the Missouri 
compromise, they did itin violation of the supreme 
law of the land. The Constitution and public 
treatiss are the aupreme law of the land, by ex- 
press provision of^ the omnio law. The treaty 
which I now hold, -mom between the United 
States and the French Republic, stipulated that 
the people of the ceded territory should be guar- 
antied *' Uie enjoyment of all the rights, advant- 
ages, and immunities'of citizens oT the United 
States,"and " be maintained and protected in the 
Awe enjoyment of their liberty, property," &c 
One of those rights was that of nolaing slaves 
The "ceded territories" extended beyond 3fjP 
36' of north latitude. Congress, therefore, save 
in derogation of that treaty, raised to the char 
acter of a aapreme law of tne land, had no right 
to restnct lu openUon, and declare that slaverv 
should not exist north of that tine. 

The Sutes and the people of this vast Repub 
lie had guarantied this, and they were pledged 
to us'of the Louisiana Territory to vindicate our 
righu under tlie supreme law, every sanction of 
which extended to the niuermost vei^ of the 
province which it ceded; whilst its supulations 
were ample to cover the right of the most remote 
and isolated squatter to property in his slave. 
And here, sir, we have a strange contrast. As 
Congress kept faith with Virginia^— one of whose 
contCtions of grant was that the NorUiwast Ter- 
ritory should be free — so in the Missouri restric- 
tion they broke Aith with France by withdraw- 
ing from the gnaranieea of the treaty a portion of 
the " ceded territories" which abe had left open 
to slavery. 

. Mr. LINDLEV. Is the gentleman in fitvor 
of all the provisions of the Kanaan-Nebraska 

lull? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I will rgdy to ihe gen- 



Uemnn when I come to that part of my Biga- 

ment. 

Mr. LINDLEV. I ask the gentleman with a 
view to another interrogatory. He speaks of the 
treaty with fVanee being one of the s^reme laws 
of the land. Now, in uft Nebraska bill there is 
a provision that notliing in it contained shall be 
so construed as to put in force, thou^h^the 
Supreme Court ma^ decide the Missouri com- 
promise unconstitutional, the laws which existed 

Krior to the acquisition of Louisiana. If the 
lissouri compromise was a violation of the 
supreme law of the land, was not the Kansaa- 
Nebraska bill also a violation of that law ? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I will answer the gentle- 
man's interrogatories when4 reach that point of 
my amunent. I have risen to discuss what I 
consider to h« a grave constitutional mestion. 
It is my determination to look at it calmly «nd 
deliberately, I say that this assumption, that 
Congress has the right to govern the Territories, 
never was prcferrea until it was found necessary 
to enact the Missouri compromise. That eom- 

Eroraise, I hold, invaded the supreme law of the 
ind, and violated the good faith of the guareniees 
of the Stales and the people to us of the Louisiana 
Territory. Where was the necessity for such a 
measure? Did the South ask for it? Did they 
esk for the reatricdon which it imposed? No, 
the South never asked fot: it. The South has 
been willing, at all times, that when a sufficient 
number of people settled in a new country, so as 
to attract the attention of the Federal Govern- 
ment, they should have a territoi^ government, 
and be leu free to frame their own institutions in 
their own way. This certainly was the doctrine, 
and the right, so far as Missouri was concerned, 
under the stipulations of a treaty, invested with 
the sanctions of supreme law. We have been 
willing, in other respects, to* leave it to the 
people most concerned, to say whether they wilt, 
or not, admit the institution of slavery in their 
midst. 

But, sir, look at the example of those who 
framed our Government. After they had passed 
through the fierce ordeal of the seven yeara ' war, 
the States, by their delegates, met in convention 
and formed tne Constitution, which they invoke 
as'a common muniment of their rights. When 
the agents of the people of the respective sov- 
ereignties had [terformed the mandate laid upon 
them, they returned to their constituencies to 
report their polideal stewardship. But they re- 
ported no such surrender of rights as is pre- 
sumed by the champions of the measure, and 
especially reported no provision of the Constitu- 
tion disturbing the equality of the States. There 
was no interference of one State with the afTciira 
of another; nor of the Federal Government with 
those of any of the States. In 1780 we have the 
first act passed for the gradual abolition of sla- 
very. It was passed by the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. In Stroud on Slavery, the whole 
question is fully discussed. The day afterwards, 
the people of Massachusetts, without any pre- 
concerted action as to time, wolished slavery by 
an indirect and, it wou|(l seem, unintended meas- 
ure. They had no idea of doing it when they 
did it, says the historian Stroud. They adopted 
a constitution to which they prefixed a bill of 
rights, which, whilst it formally required " the 
subject" to contribute to' the support of teochera 
of seeu other than his own, derived the same 
" subject" of his " proper estate" by an acci- 
dental abolition of slavery. Speaking of this 
unrefiective act of the convention of Massachu- 
setts, Stroud holds the following language: 

« Tba sbolftlon olFslsverr in 1Eumc&mm«> tskei lis dan 
MM dM LA«sa than dte date of ilie abolition taw of Pmw- 
fWKoitia. n wu iiM effecwd there bjr a direct mid i*tt»- 
iVmaUy tftcifie act oT ttie LMbtenire ; but resulied ai e 
cODKquence of thepriisuy article in itie UU«/riglift,pre- 
fixed to Ibe emuMtufiiMiof the Bute— tbetanmngeoTivbich 
Bitlele !■ : ' All mea are bom ft«e and equal, sod bsvc w- 
Uliin«arBl,eMeDtfal, and unalienable rlgbtB.oiMng wtait^ 
nay be reckoaed the right of enjoying and defending Uielr 
Urea and libeniea ; that of acquiring, poaaeailBg, and pro- 
tecting propertr; In ane,tbatoraeekingandobutninguieir 
aafety and napplneaa.' " 

And, sir, it was upon generalities of this kind", 
adjudged into a binding decision by one of her 
courts, (Wincbendeu «. Hatfield, 4 Maaaachu- 
sotta Reptnna, p. 199,) that Maasachusetu, stul- 
Utying MtssU; dservHHbat they w«|» sufficieBt 
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bi diveither "■ubieeu" of their right U> bold 
alaves; reatin^, to uiat effect, upoD a declamtiott 
which proclaimed tbat, among the unalienable 
rights of the "subjeet," was the right oo- 
quiring, paattl^t tmi fTotte^ fn^trty." 

Nov, sir, that I may do no lojiutice ta .the 
State of MaHBchusetta; that I may not improp- 
erly impugn any State — and 1 do not iotOid to 
do it, because, if MassachusetU, or any other 
oicmber of thia Confederation, as a State, haa 
lone wrong, or anything which it ought not to 
liaTe done, she brings reproach upon me as an 
&jneriean citizen, as a member of a State affected 
:o a certain d^ree by the misdeeds of any Slate — 
lat I do it that this matter may be fairly under- 
ttood. I desire to rsfer you to this decision of 
he supreme cooit of Masssehusetts, and to ask 
^ou whether ther lapse of barely three score and 
en vears can hare destroyed " the eternal fitness 
)f tnings?" — whether the ettixens of Massaehu- 
tetu of the present day are so much wiser and 
letter and purer than the " subjects" of Massa- 
:busett8 of bygone days, that they can si^ in 
udgmcnt over what their fathers did, previous 
A the time when they were entrappied into aboli- 
ion of slavery by the unintentional insertion of 
U) article, working to that effect, in their " Bill 
if Righu i" Look at the decieioft of your own 
odiciary, quoted in the opinion of one of your 
aw flinctiooariest scan the grounds upon which 
t rests, and tell me whether it lays down any- 
hing relative to the tenure and condition of 
ilavery which we of the southern States may 
lot freely and blamelessly maintain ? That opin- 
on did not come up directly, but incidentally, 
ind was given at the jllbich term of 1808; I quote 
iriiat I deem relevant: 

'■PABSomr,O.J. BhrerrwaatnlradBcedtiitotiiUcoun- 
jy foon after ita^uttlement, mnd vna tolerated utUU Hu 
■<Uificatian at tks promt catutittdioA. Tbe ilave w&a the 
wopen]' of nla master. raiyeM to bis order, and to reason- 
lUe correctinn Ite mubdHnior ; waa transfbrable, like s 
ftattel, by gift or asle | sad was ssmib in the bandi of bia 
Heeiuor or admiaiBtratw. If tbe maattr was guilty of a 
troel oranKBiaonsWe castiiation orua slave , ho woa Uable, 
» be poniabed fl» ttie bieseb of the peace, and, / Mfetw, 
be aiave was flowed to dSBSnd samlea of tbe peace 
igBlast a vlsleu sad bsitarau msMer, wfalcta fsnaaUy 
lauaed a aale to aaoOwr Duster. And Ibe faaueoflbe 
teiale dsve, aceoidini to tbe nazim of the ctvil law, was 
be prapcr^oflier [tbaj master. Undertheae rmilatlona, 
be treatment of atsvea was in genenil miM and nnmane, 
tnd they Buffered faarddilpa iwl gnattr than Mrarf wMnto. 

" Slaves were aometlmes permitted 10 enjoy seme priv- 
leges as a pecwKwn, irith the profits of wnicb they were 
aiabled to pttrclmae tbelr manumission, and liberty was 
iaquently panted to B IhUbAd Blsveby the boantyof bia 
naMCr, tometinMa In Us llA, bst more oosunoiiiy by his 
aatwifl. 

■* But In Qw flnt aetlon,lnTolvln8 tbeiiriitof the master, 
sbieb came belbre the snpreme lodlefu contt sfter the 
MBblbhaient of the ooostitutlOD, toe Judges declared that, 
iy (Mm (i/^ Cto >il t^bb q< tta AsefamAMq^JtigU*, 
urety is this StoM was no more'" 

Here, sir, you have the statement of the his- 
»rian and the opinion of the jurist to show that 
ilavcry in Massachusetts "was no more;" not 
>y an act of the people's will, expressed through 
iteir Iiwisloture, but *' by virtue of the first 
irticle 01 the Declaration of Rights," oonstnied 
ly a court into an abtdition of the insUtotion. 

Indeed, Mr. {Speaker, were it not that it is not 
ilwaya easy or safe to refer human actions to the 
-eal human motive, I would venture the 0])ioion 
hat the conduct of Massachusetts, in out regard, 
los much of the dog-in-the-manger spirit about 
t^and that her peraiaunt assaults upon the South 
ire but evidencea of spite ^lainst herself for 
laving committed an act of unmtentional philan- 
hropy in the emancipation of her negroes, when 
he rights of her "subjects" and her enlarged 
lollar sense pleaded 

" 'Fnlmpe^tMlglled aniDBt 
Tbe deep damnation of their lanng off." 

If Stroud has aecumtaly laid down tbe ftiets, 
tnd the judge correctly expounded them; if Mas- 
tachuaetu dtewed herself to be entrapped by " a 
irst article," which, far from mentioning eman- 
^pation, asserts the right of her " subjects" to 
JOBsesa and protect their propertr — and their 
legroes were their propertv; if Massachusetta 
lid emancipate her slaves wnen she did not mean 
:o do so, and when the interests and rights of 
ler " subjects" stood against such amaiMi{mtion; 
;hen, sir, must I sav that, in the estimation of 
Jie world, she stanos seriously damaged in htt 
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essential superiority, much of which lies in the 
sharp piactice and uirifty cunning of her " sub- 
jeote"in the matter of driving bu-gains! 

Mt object in introducing this decision, Mr. 
^wakeTf was to show that ■U'rery and the stave 
trade existed in Maasaehusetlfl up to a compar- 
atively short time prior to the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution; and that the institution fell 
to the ground, not by the express will of her 
people, out by a judicial decision under a sap- 
posed delegation of popularpower. But to return 
to my argument. 

If all of the States, sir, hard upon the formation 
of tbe Federal compact, had tiie institution of 
slavery in their midst; if, in vuw of the fact, that 
at the time of the adoption ot that compact, one 
half of those States maintained the institution, 
in common with their other domestic ones, and 
this, under the ample protection of their rights of 
sovereignty; if, maintaining that institution, they 
could not have consented to any delegation of 
power, expressed or implied, which couid impair 
it; if they did not consent to such delegation, and 
that none such was granted to Congress; if there 
were no Ttrrilonet over which Congress could 
exercise this arrogated power — and there were 
none, and, therefore, no necessity for conferring 
such a power — and if there was no necessity it 
was not conferred; then the only aothority dele- 
gated to Congress was that it should have the 
power to make atl needful rules and relations 
respecting the one Bpeci£c Territory, (br the sur- 
veying, protecting, and selling of the land. This 
seems to me to bo the correct history and the true 
expoaitioiT of this doctrine of the power of Con- 
gress to legislate upon tbe subject of slavery in 
the Territories. 

And now, sir, I come to the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, or rather to the removal of the Missouri re- 
striction. It was found tiutt the doctrine of non- 
intervention had been restored by the compromise 
measures; but the question of nen-intervenUon 
had left still a proviso upon the restriction, and 
that was, that we could not go into territory north 
of 36° 30*, because we had been excluded by con- 
gressional action, in direct conflict, if not actual 
eubveryon of the treaty which gave to us, the 
people of Louisiana, the right to go thither. It 
became necessary, as non-intervention had been 
declared, at least it did seem that this restriction 
might, with propriety, be removed. But in tbe 
passage of that act this strange anomalypresenled 
itself : there had been territory acquiredfrom Mex- 
ico, in reference ti> which the question of ^avery 
had been discussed and settled, and it had been 
determined that slavery could not go thither, as it 
was free under Mexican law, and, werefore, under 
treaty powers it wasclaimedtiiatit should remain 
free. On the other hand, the treaty of cession of 
Louisiana found and le^lized slavery in all that 
Territory as an institaUon, whilst the power to 
BO into that Territory with our slaves had been 
denied 6y the Missouri restriction. Therefore, it 
was thought, I suppose, by those who passed that 
bill, that, in the setUemont of this mtole ques- 
tion, they would pat tbe Terrttorieaupon thesame 
footing, and th^t the people might go there sim- 
ply upon an act of Ooi^ress, as they w«ot into 
the other Territories. Elo far as I am concerned, 
I am free to admit that I do not approve of it. 
I do not believe that Congress had the power to 
pass that regulation. I say frankly, and I wish 
gentlemen to understand it, that Congress has no 
power to put any sort of restriction upon any 
of the Territories. My friends from the North 
have ^just as much right to go with their freo in- 
stitubons into southern Territory, as 1 have to 
go there with the slave institutions of my State. 
They have as much right, with their spinning- 
jenmes, to take their apprentice wiiite boys and 
white girls, making slaves of them, in spite of 
" the first article of the Declaration of Rights," 
which unintentionally emancipates negroes, whilst 
it is powerless to protect the white serfs of the 
-weaving-shops — as much right, I say, to take 
them to work in their future factories, in the Ter- 
tories belonging in common, as I %r any other 
southern man have tbe right to go thither with 
my slaves. Congress has no power whatever— 
if not arrogated — over the subfect; and it cannot, 
therefore, mterdict any right that adherBS to iL 



I come back to the question of poptilor ri^ts. 
If the people of Massachusetts wererigbt— the - 
people or New York were right— ir right thtt 
people of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, (£eoi^;ia« 
and South Garo£na— when they expressly de- 
clared, in the formidion of their o^uiic lavs— 
4hey being but Territories of this Gh)Temmenl^ 
that all power is in the hands of the people, let 
me ask you where this power is now t It is not 
in Congress. The Constitution has not given it 
to them. It is not % the States, because the 
States cannot legislate bevond territorial limits. 
Where, then, is it ? It is wnere it alipays was — in 
the hands of the people — in their huuu for good 
or for evil. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I have firequently 
heard upon this Boor, from tbe Democmbc por- 
tion of It, that the power to regu^e the ioatita* 
tion of slavery resides with the jmiple. Now, 
that has been with me a question which I desired 
very much to understand, and which I have 
sought to learn at home, and here, from diBcus- 
sions as thev have progressed in this House; but 
I have failed to ascertain whether the Democratic 
party understand . that this power, which ia 
claimed for the peqple of a Territory, is theirs 
while they are in a territorial condition, or if it 
only arrises and becomes theirs when they corns 
to form a State ooDstitution, preparatory to their 
admission into the Union as a State. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. It is a little singnlar, Mr.' 
Speaker, that a gentleman who sat so long as that 
^ntieman did at tbe footstool of Jefferson, and 
invoked his precepts and his name so oflen as 
the gentleman has done, and who rematoed true 
to his principles until tbe smoke of the dork bin* 
terns led him off and obscured his political vision, 
should undertake to ask me what Democratic 
principles are. [Laughter.] 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. If ther<B had bsea 
no other dark lanterns but those to which the 
gentleman refers, I perhaps would not be be- 
nighted now. If the principles of the Democratic 
party were such now as they were under the ex- 
position given to them in former times, I should 
nave no hesitation and doubt in reference to them. 
But I stand in ratherapeculiar position now; and 
when I hear the Democratic party and the candi- 
dates of that party lay down a principle, without 
defining exactly what that pnnciple mav be, I 
may be pardoned for being somewhat in the darlc 
in reference to this question, and I am sure I 
could not appeal for light to any higher anthorit ir 
than the gentleman from Louinana. It is in thi> 
benighted condition of mind , in order that I maj 
be enlightened on this subject, that I ask this 
question. The obscurity that has been throwa 
around me is not the result of emy recent connec- 
tions i have formed, but of some remarkable 
expositions which have been made by tlie Dem- 
ocratic party theroeelTee heretofore aim upon thin 
floor. , 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I refer the gentiemen from 
Kentucky to the Democratic plauorm for ao ex- 
planation. The Democratic party have paUished 
a platform of principles, ana the ^ntlnntui from 
Kentucky has not, 1 hope, permitted the dark- 
lanterns so to obscure his intellect that he cannot 
read and understand. It is a singular fact, Mr. 
Speaker, that whenever one who has acted with 
the Democratic party deserts that party, he 
always finds that that party has deserted him. t 
WBS about to explain my own position upon this 
subject when the eenUeman found it necessary 
to interrupt me. J, sir, am an humble membcur 
of the Democratic party; but one of iu faithfUI 
standard-bearers. I have stood b^it from mjr 
boyhood up to the presenttiine with one sincla 
exception, when I ielt inclined, tike the gentle? 
man from Kentudty, to become exceedingly 
Americanized. My position is this: I do not be- 
lieve that the peopie^f the Territories have any 
political right to abobsh or to establish anythiiy 
until they come to adopt theirorganic law. This 
as I have shown, has been tbe constant practice* 
and then they assume to themselves sovereign 
power, and have a right to say " this shall be," 
or " that shall not he? ' That is ray ground ; it is 
the ground of the Democratic party; and! rather 
think that it is tiie ground of the resolutions of < 
179&-99. IfthisbethetmegroDDd, Itbinktlutt 



Digitized by 



Goog-le 



U4 



XPP^P5l3^ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. \ 



[December 18, 



34th CoRa....3D Sess. Fmovr of Congrm ppgy Slavery w <Ae Tem'toriej— itfr. Davidton. 



Ho. or Reps. 



all this wiution aboat slavery might cease. I 
tell my mends upon the other side, as the Rep- 
resentativa of one of the largest slaveholding dis- 
tricts in the Union, thai I have no diapoaition to 
aeitate this qi^estion. It is not a matter of such 
Titality to ua of the South whether the people of 
the Territories yiH have or will not have elaveryj 
but it ia all important they should be left to de- 
cide for themaelvea. Let them decide for them- 
selves, and I, for one, will never gainsay their de- 
cision. Have Tou ever Mown a southern man 
to oppose the aanii«ston of a State into this UnioD 
on the pretense that sh6 had adopted aeonstittt- 
tion which did not recognize African slavery? 
Do you know of a single instance nf tlie kind? 

Mr. CUMBACK. Yes, California. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I knew you would say 
that, and I d^|pd that yoa should say it. Now* 
what were thnacts in relation to California ? I 
ts^e the ground that those called the people 
of Califbrnia had no authority to form a consti- 
tution or to determine any question. At that 
time the Congress of the United States had given 
them no territorial EovemmeDt, and they were 
simply in a state of abeyance — a -mere political 
chrysalis, if I may be permitlad the term. They 
met together as a mob, without authority of any 
sort. Many, very many of them, were not even 
citizens of the United States; the^ were of every 
class, color, and nation. Two thirds of them had 
probably never taken the oath of allegiance. They 
met together as a mob, and asserted and claimed 
the power to usurp the rights of American citi- 
lens. That was the reason why southern ipen 
opposed the admission of that State, and not 
because this rabble of invaders, who called them- 
selves the people, had declared against slavery; 
for let me tell gentlemen that if alavery is not 
profitable it will exist nowhere. They talk about 
" the almighty dollar" governing the Yankees; 
but let me tell you it governs the whole species; 
where slavery is profitable all the Congresses this 
side the grave will not prevent thj; people from 
having it; and where it is not profitable, they will 
never have it. My eloquent fViend from North 
Carolina [Mr. BaANcn] is rijg'ht; cHmateand soil 
will settle this question. The great question, 
then, is not whether we arc in favor of squatter 
sovereignty, or what sort of sovereignty we ad- 
vocate. The great consummation that has been 
achieved in the i:pcent contest, is that the people 
are to determine the question for themselves. 
We shall have no more agitation on the subject 
of alavenr, in this Hall, if we obey the voice of 
the people. 

Sir, I have bfeen amused by the course which 
has been pursued by the gentlemen from Ohio 
and Kentucky, [Mr. Campbell and Mr. H. 
Mabihall.] The House will very well remem- 
ber a-scene which occurred here during the elec- 
tion for Speaker. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky came here in all the pride of power; he 
had looked all around and he had seen that Know 
liothingiam had one hundred and twenty-four 
advocates in this House, and the gentleman felt 
lai||e. _ Yea, sir; Caesar, after he had swept Gaul 
with hii conquering legions, I ventjire to say, did 
not feel more potent to destroy hia enemies than 
^d the gentleman from Kentucky to destroy the 
Democratic party. He came here and he found 
that there was some niistake about the position 
Ibtf were to occupy. The gen tleman from Ken- 
tucky and the gentleman from Ohio, and other 
Representatives from the free States, did not hap- 
pen to understand each other; one was for Sam, 
and the others were for Sam with the boa in his 
legs, and they ^t quarreling about the twelfth 
section, which Inever thought amounted to much ; 
and the eentleman from Kentucky, youallremem- 
ber, read the gendeman from Ohio out of the 
American party because he would not stand upon 
the twelfth section, and the gentleman from Ohio 
read the gentleman from Kentucky out because 
he would aland upon it. Well, jusl after that, 
on the SSd of Pebniary, ihe twelfth section was 
abolished, and that very night the gentleman from 
Kentucky and the gentleman from Ohio went up 
to Geoi^town, and both addressed the same 
audience, from the same platform, for the same 
>inan for Mayor of Geoi^etown. [Laughter.] 
Ther« wai one thing they did agree about— to 



destroy the Democratic party and to hate and 

proscribe the foreigner. 

The gentleman from Kentucky eom^s here and 
reads the Democratic party a lecture, because 
that party at the North, he says, holds one opin- 
ion upon the doctrine of squatter sovereignty, 
and that partjr South holds another opinion upon 
the same subiect; and, therefore, says lie, nothing 
has been settled by the late contest. Well, sir, 
the gentleman ought, at leaat, to have looked 
round and seen with whom he, is associated 
before he undntook to read us lectures. 

Some one asked the gentleman, when he was 
addressing the House, now the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. I^venJ stood upon that sub- 
ject. He [Mr. Marshall] was wilting that Mr- 
Havbv should speak out for himself. Well, 
Mr. Haven has spoken out, and declared that 
Congress has the power to legislate upon the 
subject of slavery in the Territories. He voted 
for the bill introduced by the member from 
Indiana, [Mr. DnHif,] which asserted that doc- 
trine to its fullest extent. But that is not all; I 
would like to know the position of the gentla- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Ddhh.] I wonldlike to 
know what he says upon this question. He, sir, 
was a Fillmore elector in the State of Indiana, 
and of course in full communion with the party 
of the gentleman from, Kentucky. Mr, Donk 
not only asserted this right, but was also most 
earnest and eloquent in advocating it, even to the 
extent of the restoration of the Missouri restric- 
tion. And Mr. Ddnh belongs to the same party 
with the gentleman ft-om Kentucky , who lecltires 
the Democratic party for holding one Apinton in 
the North upon the question of squatter sover- 
eignty, and another in the South. Sir, I was 
sorry to see the gentleman raise his potential 
voice in this Hall m such a cauae. There is no 
man here whose ability I more highly appre- 
ciate, and there was no one who more deeply 
regretted than I the position taken by the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Do I understand the 
gentleman from Louisiana to assert, that the gen- 
Ueman from New York [Mr. Hatkk] believes in 
the power of Congress over the Territoi^a, and 
that I do not, and to argue therefrom mj incon- 
siatency ? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. No, sir; I sai<fr no such 
thing. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. What does the gen- 
tleman mean, then ? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I said that the gentleman 
had undertaken to lecture the Democratic party 
for an imputed difference of opinion upon the 
doctrine of squatter sovereignty, when there was 
entirely as real a difference of opinion in the party 
with whicb the gentleman himself acte. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. With the permiauon 
of my friend from Louisiana, I wish to disclaim 
all idea of lecturing the Democratic pyty. I 
merely wanted to ascertain a fact. The gentle- 
man irom Louisiana utterly mistakes me if he 
supposes that I intended to commit an assault 
upon the Democratic party. I made no allusion 
to the President's message. I merely desired to 
ascertain, as a matter of fact, whether the slave- 
holding section of the Democratic party held the 
same doctrinea upon the subject of squatter sov- 
ereignty that are held by that party in the North. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I should like to know how 
the gentleman expected to get at the facts, when, 
instead of questioning Democrats to ascertain 
their own position, he seeks his information from 
such exponenu as the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Qaow >] 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I desire to say just 
here, that there may be no misapprehension, 
that on the occasion to which the gentleman 
alludes I addressed myself to the Democratic side 
of the House. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania volunteered the information which he 
gave. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The eentleman also read 
from the speeches of Repubhcan Senatora, and 
said they were good autoority. But the point 
which 1 moke upon the gentleman is this: that, 
when he chains the Democratic party with dif- 
ference of opinion upon a certam subject, he 
should take care that bis own party are not liable 



to a similar charge. But the geDtlaman not only 
quoted from Republican authority, but he also 
taunted the Democratic party in this House with 
the paucity of their numbers. He said then 
were not many Democrats here ftom the North 
to give testimony. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I desiro to say anun, 
that if there be any testimony from nortnem 
Democrats against the dj^trine of squatter sover- 
eignty I should like to see it produced. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 1 am going to show by a 
Know Nothing that squatter sovereiniw is better 
than leaving this question to be sBUled by Con- 
gress, as desired by Messrs. Havbv, Millwako, 
Batard Clarke, Uaoaoa Domr, and MitE.a.Ri> 
PiLLMORc, the party associates of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. And in doing so I shall refer to 
a speech of a member whom i am proud to con- 
sider my friend— an honorable gentleman who 
has reviewed this question as a statesman ought 
to review it. I refer to the views of the gentls- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Rkadt.1 At the ses- 
sion of Congress which adopted tnis bill eom- 

Elsined of by the geotietnap from Kentucky, the 
onorabte eentleman, in part, as may be seen at 
page 745 of the Appiendtx to the Congressiooal 
ulobe, addressed the House to this effect: 

"It li o^eotsdV Os Wit, ibat it erablUbes 'squatter 
•ovsreigsv,' tar wblch ii meant the rlftit of tbe people, ia 
ihelr tenittnaf ebaiaclcrrbr tbeii Le«liluivc C^ncil, to 
ntaUisb ot problbic dswy. Now, a woid nore on ibis 
sutject. ir it were tme last the * mubbst aovereiniQ-' 
fiBstuns existed la the bill, wbu would the Boutb lose by 
HI As Muf ai tbe Missouri restiietioti stands slaveir can- 
not fo Into tiiii Terrtttwy. irjron repeal tbe netTNtion,asd 
esiabUita <afuaUer tovertigfitg,* mvu mm be adnilted 
Ibere. It would then depend on the wilt or the aeiilcn of 
tbe TerriiOfy. Tber mfflii admit it or ikm. The deciHon 
woaW be accoMiag to tbe popuUr wUlj and ttieni woald 
be s ctiance for Ibe South; wbile, under tbe HiaMMitf 
reatnctlon, ahe koM no ekanct." 

^Now, then, I appeal to th9 gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Rbadt,] a Know Nothing, to 
vindicate me when I say that souatter sovereignty 
is better for the South than to leave the matter to 
dConeress, as Mr. Fillmore would have it done. 

Mr. READY. I hope the genUeman from 
Louisiana will do Mr. Rcadt, of Tennessee, the 
justice to say that, in the speech to which he hsa 
referred, the main body of the argument was to 
show that the Kansas and Nebramia bill did not 
contain the doctrine of squatter sovereignty. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. That is what I was about 
to Bay; but I desired to bring good Know Noth- 
ing authority to show that even the doctrine of 
squatter sovereignty was better for the South than 
the doctrine of leaving Congress to seule the 
matter, which Mr. Fillmore and thefiCnow NoUl- 
ing party at the North contend for. 

Tne genUeman from Kentucky said, in his very 
able aigument, and in his eloquent and impressive 
manner, that if this feature were in the bill, he 
Would vote agunsl it. I desired to show that the 
authority of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Readt] is good enough, if squatter sovereignty 
existed there, to justify me in voting for the bill 
if I had been present at that time; and it is fully 
sufficient to justify me in vindicating popular sov- 
eignty, even against the terrors of the oppo- 
siuon of the gentleman from Kentucky and tiis 
friemls, wholiave made tiiie nnjustinable on- 
slaught on Preudent Fierce and the DemociKtie' 

LINDLEY. Would the K^deman vote 
for the bill if then was a provision in it exclud- 
ing the laws which were in force in that Territory- 
prior to 1820? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. To what party does the 
gentleman belong? 

Mr. LINI>LEV. I do not belong to any par- 
ticular party. I have been looking for some time 
for a chance to join tbe Democratic party. That 

Karty now presents a double aspect — one portion 
elieves in one construction of the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill and the other in another construction. 
The gentleman fVom South Carolina admits titim 
and tells the Opposition to make the most of it. 
I await further explanations before I take my 
position. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I have to 
say, in answer to the genUeman, he had better 
remain in Ute party of his friends, Mr. Fillmore 
and the gentleman from Kaitueky; the doors of 
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the Democratic party are closed to such u the 
zentleman from MiMOiuri; the gentlemaD (torn 
South Carolina can take care of Eimself. 

llie House has Undly indulged me in listening 
10 my riewB of the subject under consideration; 
uad,asl see my time has expired,! will conclude 
Vila a reference to the gentlemw from Kentucky, 
Mr. U. Ma&ihall.] He finds a DemocraUc 
^resideot who vindicirfes the Constitution* and, 
n so doing, does justice to enry section of this 
rast country indiscriminately. He finds a Dem- 
tcratic partv, with a platform upon which every 
[uaranfee oi the Conatitulioa may be grounded, 
tod every right of every portion sustained, in 
ieu of sectionalism, fonatiasm, and every other 
'ism," upon prindples originally laid at the 
bundation of our Government — principles reas- 
lerted and ai^ued in the. moat faithful and elo- 
quent manner by our candidate, and bv every 
rue-faith Democrat in the free States. Yet, sir, 
lecause the Democratic party haa uicceeded in 
he late fierce contest, in which we foueht as 
)atriots, and our opponents fought 04 fiends; be- 
ause they succeeded in giving permanencv to 
faia Union, the defense and preservation of wnich 
tas been committed to their hands since the 
accession of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency, in 
.801; you find the gentleman from Kentucky, 
vbo voted for the admisBion of California, with 
ler mob-law constitution — who voted for, or 
pproved of, the Utah and New Mexico .territorial 
iills, signed by his oandidate for the Presidency 
-who voted for that candidate with his Erie 
Etter, affirming that Congress has the power, 
inder the Constitution, to legislate upon slavery 
n the Territories, to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
rict of Columbia, and the' slave trade among the 
overei^ Ststos— who, {Hedged to vote against 
he admission of any other slave States, is acting 
n this House, with tt^e gentleman from New 
fork, [Mr. Hatsm,] and the gentleman from 
ndiana, [Mr. Dumn,] each of whom has declared 
or the power of Congress legislate upon the 
lubject of slavery in the Territories, who has 
bdvocated, and, for aught I know, is still advo- 
ating, Mr, FiUmore for the Presidency. Mr. 
i'lllmore, who, notwithstanding his Erie letter, 
ind the compromise measures, has been false to 
loth parties, opposing the Democratic party in 
he past or the present; who, after joining the 
Cnow Nothing party, which chained corruption 
>n the old Whig party, that had indomed him 
nto the presidential stauon, flattered the foreign- 
fs on the stump, be^ng them, whom he was 
iworn to proscribe, to vote for him for the Pres- 
dencv, who declared, in one of those stump 
ipeecnes, that the restoration of the doctrine of 
topular sovereignty, by ttie repeal of the Mia- 
louri restriction, was tne Pandora's box, out of ~ 
rhich all the evils of the slave agitation had 
^rung — this gentleman, I say, with all these 
mis M inconnstency abwA him-^inconsistency 
rom his apostacy from time-honored principles, 
rhich, I am free to confess, he once maintained 
rith honor to himself— inconsistency ingrafted 
iponhim by his adoption of other principles with 
irhich he nas lately inoculated himself, comes 
nto this House and attacksthe Democratic Pres- 
dent and the Democratic party for vindicating 
he very prinetplea which he once could clearly 
ee through, until the smoky light of the dark 
antems iMouded his better vision, and misled 
lim into strange pathways. .The gentleman, 
lir, reminds me a good deal of the *tory of 
he negro lind the priest. I mean no offense 

the gentleman. This negro was fond of his 
leighbor's pigs, and turkeys, and geese. The 
meat told him that if he took any more with< 
>ut paying for them, he would send him to the 
levit. Sometime alierwards the negro went to 
he priest for confession; the priest asked him, 
'Have you token any more geese?" "No 
nassa." "Have you taken any more pigs 
'No." "Have you taken anymore turkeys 
>r geese?" " No." " Well, you can go, and 

1 will otake the matter all right for you." As 
le was going away, he congratulated himself to 
lia brother Sam, aa follows: " He didn't ask me 
luck ary time, or I would have been sent right 
10 the devil," [Great laughter.] Now, sir, the 
jFobutiona of confession are searching things, I 
un told, and I would ad vim Democrats never to 



say squatter sovereignty ! in the hearing of the 
honorable gentleman from Kentneky. 

OALIFOBNIA LAND CLAIMS. ' « 

SPEECH OF HOnTp. T. HERBERT. 

OF CALIFORNIA, * 
Ih the HoCTBK op REFREfBlTTATim, 

Dumber 34, 1856. 

The House being in the Committee of the 
Whole on the itatfi of the Union, 

Mr. HERBERT said: 

Mr. Chaiahak: During the last aessioD I in- 
troduced a bill to expedite the isMing of patents 
for confirmed land clainu in California. This 
bill was taken up without my consent, and during 
my unavoidable absence from my seat, and re- 

iected. From the advanced stage of the session, 
was nnable to obtain a hearing aAorwards. I 
have therefore sought Vhia the earnest opportunity 
to address myself to the merits of the bill, and 
endeavor to ao justice to a measure of acknowl- 
edged importance, and which has been defeated, 
aa I believe, fironrtbe wont of a correct statement 
of facta. 

If I remember correctly, it waa in February 
last I introduced this bill, which waa referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. Some aix or seven 
weeks aftcrwarda the Judiciary Committee re- 
ported the same back to the House with a unon- 
fntoui recommendation that it pass. During the 
pendency of thia measure before the committee, 
my colleajgue was consulted in relation to it; and, 
as I was informed, stated his intention to support 
the measure. But when we came to act upon the 
report of the committee, I was astonished to find 
the ^ntleman pleading ignorance of the bill, and 
urging a postponement or action, in osder to give 
him ume.'as he then all^d, to oi^^material 
amendments, which I never aaw until^saw them 
in California,in the shape of a substitute, attached 
to a joint speech and letter of my colleague, which 
were acattered over the State by thousands. To 
all of this I make no complaint; and really hope 
that my collea|;ue may have succeeded in making 
whatever capital he may have desired. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire, with the permission 
of the gentleman from CaliforniBf to nuike a sug- 
gestion. In the firat place, I deaire to say that I 
do not see the colleague of the genUeman, to 
whom he is replying, in his seat; and then I wish 
to make another remark in reference to the bill to 
which the gentleman from dalifornia alludes. On 
the day to which the bill had been postponed, I 
obpealed to the gentleman from Caufbmia [Mr. 
Dbnter] to allow a further postponement, aa I 
did not wish the matterdiapoaedof in the absence 
of the gentleman, [Mr. Hbebebt,] having under- 
stood mat the gentleman waa then in Virginia. 
He told me that he had been informed by the gen- 
tleman fVom Alabama [Mr. Walkcr] that Mr. 
Hbrbbrt was in the city, that he had been sent 
for, and would be here before the bill waa dis- 
posed of. 

When the bill was reported from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, not liking its provisions, I 
advocated its postponement, and, to some extent, 
stood between the eentloman from California 
and his colleague, in naving the day fixed for ita 
consideration. Asl havesaid,however,afurther 
postponement would have t^en place, but for 
the su^eation that the gentleman was then in the 
city, and heA been sent for. 

Mr. HERBERT. I regret as much as the gen- 
tleman from Missouri can possibly regret, the 
absence of my colleague; but, sir, it is doubtful 
whether I could have obtained the fioor to pro 
ceed another day; and I will state further, that 
I di^Nitched a page to my colleague some five 
minutes ago, and hope he will be here. 

As I was saying, I hope ray colleague will 
make all thecapitarhemayhavedesired. Indeed, 
I am gratified in having mrnishod my colleague 
with the only measure upon which he has seen 
fit to make a display of his learning and elo- 
quence. I shall have the consolation of having 
been, if not of service to my country, at least of 
some benefit to one of her prominent and roost 
ambitious citinofl. 



Havin^r no other object in view than to phee 
myself nghtly upon the record, I shall give but 
little ^attention to order or arrangement in making 
my remarks, but express my ideas as they pre- 
sent themselves to my mind; an^aa the speecli 
of my colleague stands first upon the calendar,* 
will commence with it. 

The admission of the gentleman, made in the 
very first parvraph of hia speech, haa, io my 
opinion, plaeea him Jn a very illogical position, 
for he admits **that^ bill has ever been pre- 
sented to Congress of so much importance to tho 
State of California, in all iu bearings, as the od« 
now under consideration." Then, if this posi- 
tion be true, did it deserve to be quietly strangled 
by privately alleging fraud, or in evading an open 
and fair consideration of iu merits by having it 
tabled ? if the consideration which a bill should 
receive is to be determined by iu importance, then 
the Statement made by my colleague of ita start- 
ling importance, would w«m to have reqtdnd 
niore generous treatment than it received fion 
him. 

Again he says, " That the people of that State 
have been wronged no one can deny. " In this 
assertion we agree precisely; and it is strange 
that he should take issue with me when I en- 
deavor to remedy this undnttoite wrong by 1^^ 
lation. 

For what, I ask, is the object of the bill which 
I introduced, if it is not to render meedy justice 
to these very daimante under Spanisn andMext- ' 
can grants, whose wronn he says ** eannot be 
denied," and of which ne in the very next een* 
tence of his speech says: 

*' I am williiu to go M Au- as the gentlGmBa fitaa Ken- 
tucky [Mr. R. HAKsaAu,] in complalDinB of the wroaga 
done to itie cjalmanu under SpBnlan and Mexicsii grante — 
nv, I will (O -furtber tban he goea, and nj no greater 
wrong WW ever imposed by a QovenuMnt on a poraoa of 
popalstioa.)* 

Now, sir, if my bill tended to relieve these 
poor chiimaats, whom he ackdowledgas to h&TB 
been deeply wronged, why did he not aid m« in 
giving them relief? , 

If be were sincere in his wailings— if the teara 
which he would almost persuade as he was pre- 
pared to ahed for these persecuted people, were 
earnest, then why did he conaent to have all 
legislation upon this subject smothered, and these 
people still left nnprotaclcd in their righta? and 
governed by an unjust and cruel policy which 
has already driven many to bankmptey, and 
must eventually eneulf them all in ruin ? 

Why, sir, my colleague goes so fiur as to avert 

" I will go ftirtber, and saj, that I believe Iboi the Gen- 
eial GovemmeDt ought to reimtinrae 10 ttaoae clalnuuils 
evety dollar tbey have been compelled to expend la the 

frosecution of their claims under the lam of Coogresii; fw 
believe they have a Joat and eqoitabls claim opiiut the 
Government Itar tiiat aaXNiBt." 

Now, sir, these are strong conftssions, but 
without action they amount to n«tfaing;'and I 
rather think my colleague will find that the people 
of California, who are interested in this matter, 
are disposed to place more value upon actions 
tban upon wordi. But, again, he says: 

"Under tlie law orConcreia tbey were Ibfeed hito As 
conrta, and, as a tiul guaidian of tlie intereKIS Of iMT eltl- 
zena, she is boand to nvetbem bamilesB." 

Now, sir, to admit the outrageous wrongs, («8 
my colleague does,) and yet to propose nothing 
better than " to let the matter stand aa it is," is a 
miserable abandonmenl of his mission as a legis- 
lator, and withal a most " lame and impotent 
eoneraiion." But let ns sum upland see what 
is his position. You can take nts speech, and 
defend nim as the warm friend to the land claim- 
ant, and yet, from the same document, prove him 
the bitterest enemy of the same class. This 
seems to be a vexed auestion with him, and 
reminds me of ait anecaote. There were 000s 
two huntora upon the prairie, who, being pur- 
sued by a buffalo, fled for safety, one taking 
refuge in a tree, and the other trying the virtua 
of a cave close at hand. Not a moment, how- 
ever, bad elapsed, before the one in the cave 
reappeared, when the one in the tree esdaimed, 
" Halloa, comrade I why did you leave the cate i 
Return quickly, or you will certainly be killed.*' 
Whereupon, the man from the cave replied, 
" Well, be it ao; I've been in the cave, and found* 
there two huge bears, and I had as well be gore^ 
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beftrs." TbuB it aeems with my colleagoe; he 
no sooner enters the cave of the elainiant, than he 
reappears npon the open field to take the chances 
vitn the squatter. But I would have been more 
charitable than the man in the iree upon that 
occasion, and inviud mycollea^e to hare shared 
the sapling with me. He acknowledges the bill 
to be of the {greatest importance; that the people 
whom it was intended to benefit have been deeply 
wronged; that the freaicstijwiBticehes been done 
them upon the part of the^Rneral GoTenment; 
that they have been* forced into the courts cod- 
trary to all precadeat; that no people were erer 
thus wronged; and his excoae for opposing the 
is, ** that still greater wrongs may bo in- 
flicted. " How greater wrongs can be inflicted I 
cannot coDceire. But what does it amount to 
bat an acknowledgment tbathe fears the respons- 
ibility of action, and shrinks from the danger of 
doing juatiee ? The statesman who admits the 
wrong, but declines the remedy, may maintain 
his popularity, but he proclaims his imbecility. 

But to follow my colleague through this na- 
raogue of irreconcilable inconsistencies would be 
bestowing upon it more consideration than my 
timewUl permit. I will therefore content myself, 
for the preoent, by making one more reference to 
it. On the fourth page of his speech he says: 

" Pma thti bUI, and you uvenide the deciaiona or the 
Baprenie Coon and tbe dMtict court, fUl back on the do- 
cjfioRB of tba commiMiDnsri, and tame a patent for a claim 
Uiat bad bean hjeeted 1^ tbe Ugbeat trUmnal in ibe 
comtrj." 

Now, if there be any merit in this argument, 
then my colleague has shown binuelf very incon- 
■isteot, and axhibited a great want of conception 
as to its virtues, by neglecling to guard his own 
bill against its force, for his own reads as follows: 

" That in all cam involviag tbe tills to ianda in tlie State 
ef CaUroniia, Slicing nader tbe act of klarcb 3, 1851 , enti- 
tled 'An act to ascertain and Httle Uie privaw land clalmi 
in the Slate oTCallfiinilB,' wUcta have been, or marliere- 
after be, tried and decided in ibe district court of Ibe United 
BMea, ettber lte tbe nonhem or lontbem dinrict ot said 
Bf, Ibedacliinn, wbea given in fbvor (tfdia claimant or 
elatmanu, iball be, and hereby », daoUnd to be final ai 
■fBlon the United Btatea." * 

So, upon this polntt both of our bUIs are pre- 
ciaely the same; aiid if the argument is good 
against mine, it is also good against his; for if I, 
by maki^ the commissionera' court final, over- 
ride the decisions of all higher coui'ta, then be, 
by making the tTniled^States district court final, 
does the same thing, and overrides the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Bdt.this argument falls to the ground when the 
ftet is made known, that not anagU out hoi eccr 
ftesA whMy ryecUd bg iht Uttited fttatea rfiifrtef or 
Svprme Cottrt which had bem eonfimed by the 
commtssionm. 

But upon ihc contrary, (and what goes far to 
strengthen the position I occupy in Ihis nut- 
ter,) very many of those rejected by the commis- 
aioners have been confirmed by the district and 
Supreme Courts. So, if his object be to secure 
theae lands to the Government at the sacrifice of 
the claimants, then the record proves the com- 
juissioners* court to be more prudent and exact- 
ing than either tba district or Supreme Court of 
the United Slates. 

JiB for the letter of my coUMgne, I shall simply 
present a Minple of it. Mid leave it without com- 
ment: 

" It has Mien to my Inland becomemj'duty to strike, In 
tbe ftce or an imposuig niray of power, the flnt blow to 
save them from being \oe\. I have raised my voice for this 
fuijMMe in thai Hall tri* Congress to which you sent me to 
look after and to cuard your rights. It now remains witli 
yoQ to maintain uie position whicb you occupy, and, for 
aliflie ftuare,Ui watcn oat agaimt every ]Mivate encroach - 
meni, by pretended titles, upon tbe mines of Caltreraia. In 
keeping up tbis guard over your valuable privilege and 
vast interests, you wnl preserve them to the public and to 
tbe hardy miner, who fllla the streams of commercial pros- 
perity by hk lolls." 

I have examined with care and attention, the 
bill introduced as a subslitute by my colleague, 
yet I have been unable to find in it one redeeming 
clause, or even a sentence calculated to right the 
wrongs of which he himself complains, or relieve 
these claimants of the cruel and unjust oppression 
to which they have been subjected by former 
legislation. Sir, I esteem it a more uniuat bill 
fban the one presented in the Senate by Mr. 
Owin, in 1853, and for which ha now apologizes 
to the people of California. Of the two bills, my 
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colleague's has the least to recommend it; for the 
one presented by the ex-Senator allowed the 
claimant, in cases where his lands were occupied 
and possessed by third parties, to locate a tike 
(^antity upon the public domain; but that of my 
colleague refViaes even this poor boon to the 
clamant, although hia lands may have been con- 
firmed and patented. Why, sir, what recourse 
has the claimant, when he would bare eoacled aa 
follows : 

"Tbaisald patent idiaU net be coostnied u aflfactingthe 
rigbts of persons wbobave held possession, under Mioro/ 
(we, of any psirt or parts of said lands, or who liave bad 
improvements made thereon, and tbftt all such rights wtiail 
remain valid withoutiaaay wlaebciagaffcctedbytbisact?" 

How irreconcili^ble is this provision of his bill 
to the act of Congress, jiassed Mfurch 3^ 1853, 
"granting preemption rights in California," 
which declares as follows: 

*' Sec. 6. Jnd be il further maeted, That all the pnbllc 
lands i» the State of Califomin, whether surveyed or un- 
Burveyed, with the exception of sections sixteen and thirty- 
six, and wlib Ibe exception of lands appropriated under the 
authority of this act, or reserved by competent auUwrity, 
and CK^rfiAf, oito , M e iamb cfaftud inuler ony^bre^ groiif 
or title, and the ntineial lands, sball be nibjeet to tbe pre- 
emptioD lawi.*' ^ 

So these claims are exempted fivm location by 
the law extending the pre^ptitfn laws over Cali- 
fornia. Nor does he stop here: 

" ^nd provide fuTiher, That if It shall berealter appear, 
at any time within jfce year* after the final decision In any 
case which has been or may be decided, as flrst aforMsid, 
by the United States district courts, or by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, that any title to any of the lands 
patented as aforesaid was Itaudalent, or ft^duiently ob- 
tained, either upon forged papers, ot under any other flUse 

firctense or pretenses whatsoever, than ths patent issued 
n Buch case or cases abali be null and void, and tbe pat- 
entee, or the assignee or ssalgneea oftlie sanw, shall take no 
right therefbr.'* 

Why, sir, what would a patent be worth issued 
upon such a law for the next five years > The 
claimant is at the mercy of any man who may 
stand at ^^street corners and cry^tid. For 
instance: Vios a valid claim confirmed and pat- 
ented, and B, his neighbor, asserts fraud; no one 
will buy, and A is compelled to keep his land; 
or, if he sells, do it at great sacrifice; nor can he 
eject B, or any one else, until the expiration of the 
five vcars, for until then, under this act, his title 
would be incomplete. 

In tbe bill introduced by myself provision was 
made against all grants containing eleven leagues 
and over that quantity. My reason for so doing 
was, that no precedent having been established 
in such coses by the Supreme Court, I deemed it 
prudent to exclude them from the operations 
of the bill, as I then thought, and am still of the 
same opinion, thatit would be wrong not to await 
the action of ibe Supreme Court upon such eases 
before declaring the action of tbe commissioners 
upon them final. And I must confess my sur- 
prise that my prwfenl colleague did not have some 
such provision in his bill, and also that be did not 
provide aminst the contingency of the Laman- 
tour and Bolton and Barren claims being con- 
firmed, for it will be remembered that, in his 
speech he made much complaint of those claims; 
and in the case of the Lamantour grant went so . 
far OS to declare that there was scarcely a doubt 
of iu being based upon fraud, for which there 
was no necessity, as ihe Lamantour srant was 
excluded bv the provisions of the biufirom its 
benefits. Revolve the position of my colleague 
as I will, the old jidage of " Strain at a gnat, and 
swallow a camel,'* will inmide itself upon my 
mind. But let us come to tbe merits of this 
question. 

The treaty by which a country is ceded is the 
law of the land, and the laws of a country previ- 
ous to its conquest, which do not conflict with 
the Constitution, treaties, or laws of the United 
States, are the only laws which can be recognized 
by any legal couit,-until changed by or with the 
consent of Conness. Now, air, if the principles 
of law OS stated, and which were established by 
the Supreme Court in 1820, in the case of the 
then Territory of Florida, are correct, then the 
case in point of law in favor of the land claimants 
is clear; for the treatv of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
confirmed in 1848, and which ceded CalifiMniato 
tbe United States, read as follows: 

" In tbe said territotiea, proytrh of ncry kind, now be- 
longing to Mexieana not eatabltshed there, aball be Inviola- 
bly respected. Tbe prant owaers, tlte beln of ibeae, and 
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oil Hexicsm wbo nav beseallar seqaiie ssid p r ^P ^ rty by 
coDtnet, aball aajoy, witbie^iaettniLpiaraBtees eqaaSy 
ample as If tbe ssas bdonged Id ettasiia oT Ibe L aited 
Suiea.» 

And it declares fkuther. that thejr 

"Ohtil be atainiaiaed and protected In die ftee enji^ 
ment of their liberty and pnvirty, and Mcnred io dw Qf» 
eiereise of thejr religion wimoot restriction.*' 

This is the law of the land, and admits the 
inhabitants of Califonua to Uie enjoymenc of sQ 
the rights, privileges, and immwuties of the ei*.- 
izens of the United Stales; and bv'this treaty 
they are guarantied protection in all of their le^ 
rights which they may have obtained aoder the 
laws of Mexico, prior to the cession of Califitr* 
nia to this Gh>vemment. 

At the time of the passage of the law id 1651, 
creating a board of land commiasionen for Cai- 
ifomia, the objects of it were frilly discnsaed; 
and by reference to the debate npoD tbe passace 
of the law, it will be found that tbe objects of it 
were nraply to determme what was t&e ptnate, 
and what was tbe public domain, not interforing 
in any manner with the rights of third parties, 
and to fulfill and carry out all tbe stipulation 
and obligations of the treaty, respecting the rights 
of property to private individuals. Indeed, the 
law itself is plain and unmistakable. The board 
of commissioners were appointed to ascertain 
and determine promptly what were the bcnm fiie 
grants made by the Spanish or Mexican Goveni' 
ments, and what extent of country remaiiied 
ungrantQd as public lands under this law. Inter- 
preters were appointed to translate and read all 
papers referring to these grants. Law agests 
and attorneys were also appointed to protect the i 
interest of the Government. 

The law required the Surveyor GJeoera] of ' 
California, when these lands were confirmed by 
the commissioners, to separate and establish lioes ! 
between them and the public domain. It thea 
^declares that the person or persons so complyinr ! 
'with all its provisions should be entitled lo'and 
receive a patent for their lands, and aflixed tbe 
penalty, in case of non-compliance with all of iis 
requirements in the short space of two years, a 
forniture of the claim, and the land became pnblie 
domain. And yet my colleague declares thatit 
would be an outrage upon the Government lo 
make such decisions final ! With what show of 
justice can the Government object to being hmot 
by the deciaions of its own ofitcers, appointed bf 
itself, (without consulting the claimant,) paid 
its money, and existing by its permission, eapm- 
ally when the effects of such decisions is merdj^ 
to declare that the lands covered by such grana 
are not publicdomain,and in no wise eoncmdi^ 
the rights of third parties? 

It would t>e infinitely better for tbe Goren* 
ment and the people of California that some fraud. ! 
ulent grants should be affirmed, than this confii- 
sion and uncertainty should continue to exin. 
Third parties would be benefited; for tfa&ir right* 
not being afiTected.the relinquishment of all datrn 
by the Government would rid them of a formid- 
able litigant, and leave the contest between thps- 
eelves and the claimant by grants frona Mexico. 
And besides, I venture the assertion, that there is 
not a man in California holding under the pre- 
emption laws, that would not prePu seeing the 
titles settled at once, than being kept in conaBual 
suspense as to the validity of bis title. He 
will not make permanent improvemeats to any 
amount, because a week thereafler he may he 
ejected; and he cannot prosper, becauve he does 
not make outlays for tnose necessary improve, 
ments, such as fencing or ditching, and irriga- 
ting, without which no man in California can 
make agriculture profitable. To force these claim- 
ants against their consent, and at their own ex- 
pense, into this endless field of htigation, after . 
guarantying to them protection in their rights ' 
by the treaty of Mexico, which sbotdd be Beld 
as sacred oa the Constitution, is an outrageoos 
wrong, and stands without precedent in the hie- : 
tory of the country. ' 

It has been asserted by my colleagiue, that 
by the passage of this bill the interests of Saa ' 
Frapcisco would be forfeited. Sir, I prerfess to 
feel as much pride in the future prosperity sjid 
welfare of the city of San Francisco as my col- 
league can possibly feel; and I here declare that 
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slaecd in jeopardy. Bat kt ni ttmintlheAete 
relative to this matter. 

In the city of San Frandsoo there are three 
Mrtiea — namely: the city of San Fraoeiaco, the 
Rieflcsmr of the PueUo grant of Verba BunWi 
[<atnantour, wad Santilan, or Bolton and Barren 
—contending for certain landed property tving in 
ind about the city , each 'claiming^ to hare aeriTed 
itlea from Mexico. Ail theae eases have been 
nbmitted to the boent of eominiiaionera, and 
eapectively confavied, Uina i^andoning, upon 
he part of the (Sorennnent, all claim, and leaT- 
ng the eonleat between themaelTeB to be decided 
n the proper tribunals of the country. Now, 
hen, theae thiee easee conatitute the great boae 
>f contention, and they have been held up as a 
eareerow by my colleagae, and actnallv deterred 
his Houae from taking any action, tnereby, in 
fTet-.t, condenwing orer eight fauDdied eqnuable 
.nd juet cbufflf limply beeaaae thia oontett ex- 
ate d. 

Why did my eoUeagne not (if hia objection 
iea here) exclude these raaea from the opera- 
iona of the bill? It could have been eaaily done, 
^is deep feeling for San Francisco ahonld not 
lave led him to withhold jostice from every other 
claimant in the 'Slate. And again, in the year 
.853, it will be remembered that one Doctor Peter. 
Imiih obtained a jadrtneqt against the mij of 
Ian Francisco, upon which exeention waa isaueil, 
.nd all of her right, title, interest, and claim to 
very foot of surveyed lands belonging to h^r 
rere sold by the riwriff, and it has not, nor can 
t ever be reafaiimed. She has been robbed and 
ilundered of the beet portion, if not all, of her 
anded interest Ibrmore than three yeaia; and 
rhat is more, eveif the City Hall, the onlybuild- 
ng she possesses of any value, is mor(gti^;ed 
o-day for three times as much as it would onng 
indcr the hammer. Such are the fiuts relative to 
San Francisco. She haa been betrmyedand sold 
ly her own sentinels; and if the daim shonM 
sventualW be determined in herftvor, she is no 
setter oflf, because her interest (worth millions, 
sould she have held it) haa been aaerifieed. Then 
vherefore Uiis appeal in behalf of San Pran- 
»sco? 

Again, my colleagae aaya: 

"No man boMinf afeiMtnecl^mtoludiinder e Span- 
sh or Mexican pant would ever uk fbrmch monatrous 
cgMBtlon.>* 

Thia assertion is not only void of all reason, 
rat it is ridiculoaa and absurd; for it ts etiuivalent 
o saving, that a man holding an honest claim 
n Ccuifornia preferred being harassed flrom term 
;o term in two United Stales courts, one situate 
fix thousand miles distant, and at the expiration 
five, ten, or perhaps fifty years, footing a bill 
)f from five to twenty tbotisand dollars, to having 
ipecdy justice done nim,aQd saved all thia trouble 
md expense. Such a man would be a fit aabject 
for a lunatic asylum; and T venture the assertion, 
that if this test were applied to every solitary 
»ue, not one'genuine elaini could be found in the 
State of California. 

Why, sir, the expente attending the litigation 
Df these claims is enormous. In the case of P. 
B. Reading, who, I believe, was the second to 
procure a patent to his lands, it cost, him all of 
^,000 to obtain a title to his land. . Here is $30,000 
paid in cash, besides years wasted in seeking 
ifter and procuring his just ririits, which were 
niarantied him in the treaty of Guadalupe Hi- 

And what consolation does my colleague give 
such claimants? He whines like a whipped 
schoolboy ovbr the wrongs inflicted upon them 
by the Grovcmment, and with mphasit declares 
that the money they have been forced to expend 
in defense of taeir property should be refunded. 
Yet, sir, he haa seen enough of the liberality of 
this Government to know that it will never be 
ilone, and that the effort to obtain such remune- 
ration would be as fttiitleM aa the Ubors of 
Sisyphua. 

UponexaminaUonttwjllbe found that the land 
claims tn Louisiana and Florida were the same in 
every particular as those of Califonua, and that the 
objects of the laws passed for their settlement were 
precisely einjilar iu substance to the one passed 
ui 1851 for the same putpoae for Califoroia. (See I 
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Unitid Stala Btttattt at Latfe, h. % p. 440; and 

b. 4, p. 302.) 

Conimissionera were appointed to ascertain and 
detenniiie what waa private and wliat was public 
domain; lav agents and attorneys impointed to 
gnatd and protect the iatereets of the (Govern- 
ment; and It was made the doty of the surveyor 
general of those States, npm confirmation of the 
grants by the commissioners, to separate these 
private lands fVom the public domain by metes 
and bounds. This done, bills oieeiBely similar 
to the -one I offered for the beneatof the Califor- 
nia claimants were paaaed, and the elaimant re- 
ceived hisnatentwithout forther delay; and Unis, 
althotigh.tbe claimants of Louisiana and Florida 
had every advantage from proximitr over those 
of CaKforeia, yet the claimants of Onlifomia are 
denied the same tm^Uon which was extended 
to the claimants of^ those States, and they com- 
pelled to come six thousand mUes, at an enor- 
mous expense, and make out their cases. This is 
but one of the nobbspecimensof impartiality upon 
the part of the Qeneral Government towards our 
citizens. Nor did they, in the oases of tbose 
States, refuse justice to the cleiiaantB because 
their daims conOicted, aa will be seen by refer- 
ence to the United States Statutes at Large. 

In "An act to provide for the confirmation and 
settlement of pnvate land etaims in Florida," 
book 4, page 303, the second section reads as 
follows: 

" Tbst sU th« conflloUnf Bpandh OaiaUy 8ui., I>e, and the 
nme are hereby, confinned : Pnutdei, That tbia conAniift- 
tion ihall only operate om a rcHnqniahiiicni of the tine of 
tbe United Stotai : PnvUei fitrOttr. That notUng in the 
foregoing sections aliall be coastmed to prevent or bar the 
Ju^cial deciiion between petsani claiminK tlUea to the 
landa coaflnned." 

Such also was tbe law in Louisiana relative to 
conflicting claims. But how different with CaU- 
fomia 1 Justice is denied every claimant by the 
Government, simplj because in San Francisco 
there exist conflicting titles. tlu| Uie hoMsUd 
equality of the States? If we are not entitled to 
the same treatment as otiwr States, or if you io- 
teod to refuse us the same liberal legiidation 
ffnuited other States, why, then, let na know it. 
All we ask is oar rights. 

The settlement of^ die land titles in a new State 
is a matter of vital iiinMMrtanec,a%eting not only 
individual interests, but the general prosperity 
of the- country. Mr. Webster, in reply to Mr. 
Hayne, upon the resolution introduced by Mr. 
Foots, respeeting tbe sale, Ac., of public lands, 
speaking of the settlement of this title, says: 

" It is ea»y to pereelva, bnt not easy to measure, tbe In- 
ponaaeeof italala anaiVQDaniiT." 

Previous to the arbitrary and unprecedented 
policy which the present Attorney General has 
seen fit to pursue in regard to the private land 
claims in California, tbe State flourished, pros- 
pered, and improved with a rapidity uneqtialed 
by any country' upon the ^obe; and up to that 
time, these claimants (as toey expected protec- 
tion instead of persecution from tlie hands the 
Govemmeot^ had every confidence in the valid- 
ity and wortli of their claims; their rights were 
respected, and they eoald exercise the usual priv- 
ileges of ownerain ejecUngtrespassers, preventing 
spoliations and waste, eonld sell, mortgage, and 
improve aa circumstances mi^ht require. But - 
how stands the case now? That confidence in 
these titles whidt gave life, energy, and prosperity 
to the country, has been destroyed. In nine cases 
out of every ten these lands can be bought for less 
than the Govemment price; in fact, Uiey area 
curse to the claimant, as they have not only be- 
come almost entirely worthless, and a source of 
onerous taxation to the claimant, bat through 
them they have become involved iu endless litigft* 
tion. 

F^ve years have elapsed since this oppression 
commenced. In every instance these daims 
have been presented to the board of commission- 
ers at great e^wnse; in many eases tbe owners 
of them have even been compelled to mortgage, 
or sell at a sacrifice, in order to procure the means 
of prosecuting their claims before ^e commis- 
sioners. Bnt no regard* whatever is paid to (dl 
of this; and they have all, vrithout discrimination 
or distinction, been appealed in, and these tdaim- 
ants snmmoned to eome six thowand milea with 
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their attorneys and witnesses, and defeifl their 
rights guarantied them by the treaty. Was ever 
such imposition and cruelty before perpetrated 
upon any people 1 As for this cry of fraud which 
has been broueht io bear with no little efieet 
I against this bUi, I look upon it as an evasion of 
I remonstbilitx npon the port of my colleague, in 
, taoer to avoid tsking an open and bold position 
upon a great and important ^pastioD offeoting tbe 
interest of the entire Stale, and vpon uriueta tin 
people are divided. 

I undertake to aay that, in propttrtimi to iM 
number, the kor of California is as abis ant 
learned, and withal possessing aa much energy* 
as any other in the United States; and it ia sur- 
prising that some of them, who have lent them- 
selves to the task of showi w Uiia so-much-talked- 
of fraud, have Dot snceseded. Nearly eight years 
have elapsed since California became a portion 
of this Govemment; and although severu of the 
first lawyers of the country have given mudi of 
their attention to this subject— and although for 
the last five years tbe Qovemment haa had her 
law, agents and attorneys, under pay, and on tha 
alert, watching these cases widt au of (he acm- 
tiny of the hawk — still I have yet to hear of the 
first case of actual fraud being established. 

Tbeee grants are all uniform, and of one char- 
acter; and the most tnlrieate and doubtfid of them 
were the flrst brought to the consider^on of tbe 
Supreme Court. Outofanumberwhichhavebeen 
tried by that court, not om has been rejected. All 
the future decisions of this coort must be based 
upon the same principles of law establiahed in 
former decisions. Then wherefore the neeesuljr 
of suspending these easa to the detriment otm 
parties concerned i What has die Govemment 
togainby tbisconme? Whatare individual cniar* 
rela in Califoriiia relative to these claims to ner? 
What matter is it whether tbe claim irf" A B or O 
ahsJl be confirmed, mnee it bas been declared 
through her commissioners that she has no title? 
And, again, I venbire the assertion, (although I 
am not posted as to tbe amount it has already 
cost the Qovemment to investigate these tities,) 
that if one third <^ them should be eventually 
rejected, and sold as public domain, it would 
not replace the money in the l^wasury whidi it 
has cost her in prosecuting them. Ewther eon- 
untion by die Qovemment in this matter would 
be not only impolitic upon her part, but in deny- 
ing the ownership of these lands to tbe el«imanta» 
you retard the general proqierity of the country, 
for no permanent improvement will be made so 
longas the present state of things exists. 

In reftreoce to my colleague*s remarks in rela- 
tion to the mineral Ituids uf Califomia, I consider 
them not only irrelevant, superSuotis, and out of 
place, bnt likewise an evasion of the ijuestioii at 
issue. No mention was made in tiie bill relatif 
to this subject, simply because, nodsr the Ian 
of Spain and Mexico, the miittal lands w«M 
especially reserved as theproperty of the Crown; 
ana all tides derived from Spam and Bfexico were 
subject to a reservation of the minerals. Heaos* 
Csuforaia having been acquired of Mexico, I 
conceived that the mineral, as well as the agri- 
cultural lands, were subject to the laws of Mexico 
in foree at the time of her cession to this Gov- 
ernment. And these laws, 1 believe, when the 
question comes to be testNl, most be made the 
basiqc^die deeiaionsof theSopremeCovrtortbs 
Vaitei Stales relative to die mineral lands loeated 
in the United States. In the case of EMmont vs. 
the United Stales, they declare— 

•< Tbe only qeoMioa before the coait ft tlw mOity eftlM 
tilde ; and wbeiher tbera be anf mine* An ttala land, and, 
If ibere be any, what are the rMita of the soverelgntv ia 
them, are aaastlOM which nun be decided in anotbei Rirm 
of proceedug, and are not nbleetecl to JnnadieikMi of 
lliii iiesiislsilnisia. w Ifci nimni tty Hin aetMlSlil." 

Una sinipW settling the question as to the 
" validity of^ the title," and leaving tbe question 
as to the rights of the sovereigntyin the mineral 
lands to be decided hereafter. What that decis- 
ion wUI be^ I am not prepared to say. But, let 
It be what it may, I hope that it vriu msfit with 
the general approbation of the people. 

It was not my intention to have alluded to this 
qaestion of minemi lands; but since my colleague 
has devoted the hirgest portion of his speech and 
his entire letter to Ute sul^ct, I diall presume to 
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tske ishie with him upon one point at least. He 
■ayi that he ii satisfied that the 0«neral Gorern- 
ment has no right to the minerals in California, 
bat that it rests in the State. I believe* sir, 
that the United Sutefl posMSsea the ririit, and 
the only right, to the mineral lands of Caufbmia; 
wid why i Because the GoTemment, and not the 
State of California, acquired this property from 
Mexico. It was acquired by the common blood 
and treasura of the whole country. And never 
will I sanction or give my support to any move 
whidi £0«a to proteribe oim American eiUzen 
nom the eajoyment of thia rich poasenion cS our 
common country. 

For one I say, let the mines remain as they are, 
free to the eitizen of Tezaa as well as the citizen 
of MasSBchasettaj and, like the waters which flow 
in our riven, let them remain free to all who may 
thirat In my Djunion, California's right to the 
mineral lands within her borders (so long as she 
remains a part of this great Republic — and God 
grant that it may neverM otherwise) is no better 
uian Peansylvania'a, or any other State in the 
Union. 

Sir, I.am loth to believe (he opinions as'ez- 
pressed by my colleague upon this question. For 
if the State haa this right over the mineral lands, 
then the power to legislate upoa them follows; 
and the consequences necessarily attending l^is- 
lation upon this sabject by a single Slate, in which 
not only every State, but every individual, feels 
so deep* an interest, would shake the Union to 
its very center. The disgraceful scenes of the 
Vlgtlanee Committee of San Francisco* in disre- 
garding and trampling under foot the laws and 
eoMtilution of the State, would be reikiacted with 
ten^d the violence and bloodshed. Yea, sir, 
the actions of these outlaws would stand like 
pigmies in comparison to the revolution which 
would inevitably be brought about by k^slation 
upon this subject. For instance^ sir, let the 
iJegislature pass an act to leaae the mines in Cal- 
ifornia, thus throwing the complete control of 
them into the hands of capitalist*, and the people 
would riae in arms, and one general cry of dimf- 
Action would make Uie welkin ring nom Cres- 
eant City to San Di^. A scene of Uoodriied 
would follow nfiequaled " in the book of time." 
And I hope from the bottom of my heart, for the 
good of the people, for the peace of the country, 
for the ftiture' harmony and prosperity of my 
adopted State, that my colleague may stand 
alone in the (minion he has expressed upon the 
ownership of this vast and important domain. 
But, as I have before said, the agitation of this 
estion is wholly irrelevant, and should not 
ve been introduced. But two of these grants 
approximate the mines: one of Uiem was ex- 
cluded by the operationaofthe bill, and the other 
alreadr acted upon by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Then wherefore the necessity of 
this labored hs«ingue upon a subject entirely for- 
eini from the question at issue i 

Bat, in concluMon , the people have every reason 
to eoinatnlBte themMtvee upon the prospect of 
a fieqr settlement of this question, which has 
dotie so much to impair the growth and retard 
the prosperity of CaTifomia. The effort in this 
cass is not without its reward. At the time of 
the introduetion of thia auUeet into Congress, 
but three pateata had issued, and they by order 
of the Supreme Court, although five y«ars had 
ebpsed after provision had been made by Con- 
greiu for their final settlement; but since the in- 
troduction of this bill (scarcely ten months) over 
aixty of the^e cases have bem determined, and 
patents issued to the owners. So much for the 
effort. 

' Mr. Chairman, I have stood upon the shores 
of the great Pacific, the interminable ocean &ding 
into the horizon in the distant east* and huge 
mountains melting aw^ in the clouds of the dim 
vest; and I have gazed^upon a beauUful city on 
the beach of a magnificent bay, having newly 
come forth from chaos, as if by magic— the very 
spouse of the sea, her bosom glittering with the 
treasures of eastern kings, herself teapTendent as 
« virgin in her nuptial robes. Such was the pic- 
ture when the glorious orb of day sank into the 
bosom of the ocean; but when he returned from 
bia home in the east* I have aeen nothing but 
desolation and smolderiiig .ruim to mark where 



the city had been. But ere the smoke had risen 
from uie burning piles, the foundations were 
being laid of a more magnificent city still. Such 
was the energy of California before you had par- 
alyzed her wiu your cmel legislation I 

I have seen the streets of Sacramento swept by 
the fierce deluge; and yet upon the very spot 1 
have seen rise up the most beautiful city of the- 
Pacific slope; and the angry torrent subdued by 
the energy of man, haled from its course, and 
made to plow like a gentle rivulet along the base 
of the mountains, ana through the fertile valleys, 
the obedient slave of the nuner and the agricul- 
turist. I have seen eager multitudes of men of 
all nations ruehing, in hot haste, with the imple- 
ments of l^wr on their shoulders, into hitherto 
unknown and almost inaccessible gorges, in the 
midst of hostile Indians, searching for gold, and 
developing the mineral resources of the country, 
lighting their camp-fires from the unextinguished 
embers from whicli malignant savages had just 
fled. Such was the fierce energy of our people 
before you had crushed us with endless litigation! 
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The HooM havinc under eOlufderiUtm dM qoenlon of 
leTerriiig the Preiiilent'a Hessife 10 tbe OommittM of Itae 
Whole on the st»te of tbe Unloa, and die printing oT ten 
thoiuand copiei thereor— 

Mr. dUITMAN said: 

Mr. SruKBs: When I rose on yesterday, it 
was my intention merely to explain my position 
on two poiBts of the pending discussion; but 
since I havAhe floor this moraine, by Uie cour- 
tesy of the House, and have hacf a night to re- 
flect upon the subject^ I shall avail myself more 
fully of the oppfntonity, and devote the allotted 
hour to stieh notice of the various questions in- 
volved in tiiis debate on the President's annual 
message, as my limited time will permit. 

The most striking feature of this debate con- 
sists in the differences of opinions nrhich exist, 
not only between the several political parties 
represented on this floor, but, to some extent, 
even between members of the same party, on 
the subjea of the relations which the Territo- 
ries and their inhabitants bear towards the Fed- 
eral Government and towards the States. This 
arises, sometimes from erroneous conceptions of 
the theory of our Government, and more fre- 
quently from the attempt to a|^ly rules of action 
to particular cases, without reference to any 
theory whatever. It is my purpose, therefore, 
to go back to the fountain head and source of 
these differences of construction and opinion. 
While I shall endeavor to present my views of 
the true theory of our political system, I know 
that I must do it briefly, and confine myself to a 
mere glance at the subject. 

Ana here let roe premise that, although desir- 
ous of haatening to the consideration of that 
subject, I feel it propett to notice, in passing, one 
or two other points of this debate. The first is, 
the declaration of the President's message with 
regard to the present aspect of the slavery ques- 
tion. In my opinion, that able document on 
this subject proves itself. Mailed in truth, it 
stands impenetrable against all the asaaults that 
can be made upon it. I rtffard it as well-timed, 
and its conclusions as gtricuy correct. 

Had I before entertained any doulite of the 
tjltimate aims and objects of Uie anU-slavery, or 
•elf-styled "Republican" party, the develop- 
ments which have been made in thia discussion 
would have removed such doubts. The Presi- 
dent speaks boldly, but with due caution. I, for 
one, indorse his language. Yet I do not mean 
to say that you, Mr. Speaker, or others here of. 
your party, direoly propose, in the words of the 
President, " to emet a cluuige in the telaUve 
condition of the white and mack races in the 
slaveholdii^ States." I mean to say, that the 
avowed objects of yourptditicaUfsociation would. 
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should you become suceessAiI, lead to such a 
result; and I mean to say further, what no man 
will dare to contradict, that there are many dis- 
tinguished members of the anti-elavery party, 
constituting tbe very soul of that party, who have 
openly declared, that their great purpose ta the 
ultimate destruction of the institution of African 
slavery, intertwined as it is with the socitJ ays- 
tems of fifteen sovereign States of this Union. 
Your platforms, it is true, have not threaiened 
direct interference in the affairs of the southeni 
States. No party dues do that. The North, 
the whole North, dares not dtreeUy assail the 
insUtution in the States. Were the North to 
make such an attempt, under our present syMem 
of Government, we would not stoop to aigue the 
point, but, confident of our own streDSth, urooM 
treat the aasaidtwith eonlempt and rioUei^; and 
such, Mr. Speaker, would be your course, and 
that of your political friends, were the combined 
South to assail any essenUal domestic policy 
which you gentlemen of the North thinK fit to 
entertain in your social systems. 

Believing that it can ije very dearly riwwn 
that negro slavery, as it exists in the Sontb, hss 
not only been hitherto one of the chief aoortes 
of our national prosperity, but is, and most con- 
tinue to be, an element of moral and military 
Bb«ngth, I have never been dispoaed, with s«ae 
timid politicians, to shrink finom the discussion 
of these questions, when obtruded upon lu by the 
ignorant or designing. Byt, during the present 
debate, such discussion Is uQimportaot; it is, aX 
least, not the real issue. The practical question 
is, whether the slaveholding States, and the 
inhabitants of those States, are or are not entidcd 
to an equal partieipaUoQ, not merely in a portin 
of the advantages of our system of^ govemmeiit, 
but in all those advantages, in all acts of legisla- 
tion, in alt places, always, and everywhere, as 
well within the liinita of the respective States, u 
in the Territories, the common property of all 
the States— whether, I repeat, we shall not ban 
an equal participation in evely right, both diitet 
and collateral, which may be mcident to the 
equaUty of the States. We claim the priviloe 
of equal competiUon for poliUcal power in toe 
Government, unrestrained by the action of ikst 
Goyemment. We claim the right of expanakia 
as essential to our future security and prosperity. 
We may hereafter require more elbow-room, to 

Sard against the possU)ility that a system of i 
tor, now so beneficent and productiye, moht, I 
from a redundant slave populadon, confined to 
narrow limits, become an ultimate eviL Wa* i 
claim peace and tranquillity from ^lia war of i 
hatred, malice, and uncharitableneas. 

For these reasons, I cordially thank the Pt»- 
dentof the United States for the bold, dear, and 
manly tone in which he has rebuked this anti- 
slavery organization. Instead of meeting thb 
insidious and ill-disguiaed war upon the Soutk, 
with weak efforts at conciliatiui and compromise, 
he has repeUed the enemy wim an open defiance. 
I like the temper in which this is done, and my 
judgment approves the policy of such a course. 
The principles of this sectional anti-slavery or- 
ganization leave no middle groimd for concession 
or compromise. There is no half-way house for 
timid or time-serving politicians. ' The principte 
must be squarely met with its direct converse. 
It is a batUe for victory or death. In thia stni^^ 
either you must conquer, and crush or vt 
must succeed in defending the rights and priri* 
leges of our section. As the contest now stands 
it IS a war to the knife. You are the a|^ressors; 
you have brought about this issue. I am avan 
that the leaders of the Black Republican party 
— T qualify the term to distinguiui this new or- 
ganizaUon ft-om the Republican party of Jeffer- 
son 's day — I am aware, I say, that tbe leaden 
of Black Republicanism have studiously denied 
the charge of aggression. —To meettheir denial, 
it is enough to point to the broad basis of their 
party, which, lam ready to admit, deserves the 
designation of " great,'* applied to it by their 
orators and presses. It is, unfortunately, great 
in its numbere, great in its power for evil, and, 
more than all, great in being founded upon a 
wide-apread senUment of hostility to slavery. 
Upon that sentiment, Mr. Speaker, and not upon 
the Kansas not, nor^npon the npeat of the Mis- 
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•ouri reatriction, reatiiTOur political power, aod 
that of your party. That Matiment, inculcated 
ill your sdiools, aq^ it^ your churcfaea, for a 

auarter of a e«ntury, la the cement which uoitea 
iscordant political demantSt and eonatttutea the 
grand baais of the organization of Back Repub- 
Qcanism. Even had this party never tendered 
poliiica] iasuea, or adoptea a political platforoit 
It would still deaerre the rebuke of the Preaident 
for the war of opinion which; from ita conatitu- 
tional elementa, it wages againat the aocial aya- 
lema of the South. That aioae, under a common 
^vernroent, in which public aentiment posaeases 
» much influence, would aow the fruitful aeeda 
if alienation of feeline between the sections, and 
vould, therefore, leaato an eventual separation. 

There is another point in this discuasios, Mr. 
Speaker, upon which I muat not forget to touch. 
Vvhile expreaaing my hearty concurrence with 
he views of the President on the slavery ques- 
:ion, I will not conceal my regret that nannot 
Uao commend the courae of the AdminiatnUioD 
in regard to Central American afiaica. 

I liatened, yesterday, with mochpleaHuie to the 
eloquent remarka of the genUeman from Alabama 
[Mr. Walksr] onthatportof themeaaage which 
refers to these mattera. In moat of the views pre- 
lented by him I concur. The policy which naa 
^nerally been pnraued by oar Govcnuiiant in re- 
ation to Central America haa been too narrow, 
oo timid, and too much warped by European 
diplomacy. My judgment and my heart nave 
dwaya responded to uie noble sentiments uttered 
)y Mr. Clay, in 1818» when the qneation waa be> 
Tore Congreaa aa to the recognition of the young 
republica then aprincing into existence on our 
louihern bordera, and the propriety of adopting 
lenal lawa to reatrain our citizens from aiding 
Jiose republics to secure their independence. But 
having fully preaented my opiniona on thia sub- 
lect in a apeeeh delivered duriiy the last reg^ilar 
leaaion of Congreaa, on a bill introduced by me 
lo modify our existing neutrality lawa, I wu! not 
now repeat Uiem. I am happy to hear the gen- 
tleman from Alabama expreaaing his agreement 
vith me to far, at least, aa to admit that those 
aws have been construed too broadly, and en- 
brced with too much rigor; and I hope that, when 
he time shall come to act, that gentleman will be 
bund standing by my aide, in the effort to repeal 
he odious featurea of an act which haa too lone 
Ken a stumbling-block in the path of our nationu 
leatiny, and obstructed the progreaa of civiliza- 
ion and liberal government on this continent. 

Mr. WALKER. I b^ leave to assure the 
^nOemtm from Misaiaaippi that I read his argu- 
nent with iafioils pleasure; and I believe that I 
^hen told him that I stood idde by aide with him 
>n that question. 

Mr. aUITMAN. I remember the remark, 
md am happjr to hear this reiteration of the gen- 
Jeman'a opmion. Aa bis objections to the neu- 
iiality laws, in his speech of yesterday, win 
imited to the made in which tnose lawa have 
tometimea been enforced, and did not seem to 
ixtend to the laws themselves, I feared Uiat I 
night have mtaunderstood him. 1 shall rejoice 
« have bis efficient aid in adapting our legislation 
o more liberal and expanded views offiolicy. 
We are the great Power of thia continent, and 
iave.the right to adopt a policy purely American. 
: am utterly oppoaed to mmainj^-our national 
wlicy in regard to Amenean affair* to suit the 
news of England, France, or any of the-great 
Powers of Eiurope. We want no treaties with 
Jiem to fix Our relations with American States, 
it to define and regulate our oonaeetion witb, or 
>ur duties towarda, thiMe Slates. Great Britain 
loes not deign to consult tu in reference to her 
relations with the Empires of Asia; and why 
ihould we administer to ber pride bv making her 
iparty to our intercoanewilA tbsaiQaeent States 
yf thia continent i 

The point of most interest to us, at present, is 
N'icaragna. I do not propose to paas an euloglum 
>D Genend Walker, but I do regard him as one 
jf those instnimenu which, in the hands of 
Providence, are used to facihtate the march of 
;iviIiuttion and improvemeft, and the spread of 
iberal political principle Ihroughout thle fairest 
porliona of tbe world. Shall our Government, 
dua,Uin»vobitMileaiiilhtintjoflui p r ogc w a? 



Should we not rather, by all proper means, en- 
courage such desirable results i Had a liberal 
policy always been pursued, and had not our Gov- 
erament, the eoacUnentof stringent and severe 
penal laws, adopted the narrow and suicidal 
policy of preventing oar citizens from embarking 
in enterprises, neither unconstitutional, nor viola- 
tive of our neutral duties, the liberal party in 
Nicaragua, of which Walker is now chief, would 
be peacefully and firmly established in power and 
autnority, instead of being threatened with anni- 
hilation by a combination of serai-savage foes. 
That party would now be left to lay the fotmda- 
tiona of civil and religious liberty, and to develop 
the vast and varied resources of that rich and 
beautiful country — reaources, constituting mines 
of agricultural, mineral, and commercial wealth, 
whiuiviU forever lie buried, unless brought to 
light by American enterprise. 

Although, Mr. Speaker, I find the minutes of 
my hour rapidly eliding away, and although I 
have not yet touched the principal subject I rose 
to discusfl, I cannot permit the opportunity to 
pass without«n allusioa to another matter, which , 
though of little practical consequence in itself, 
derives some importance from its connection with 
the great issues of the day. On Afonday last, a 
member from Tenneasee [Mr. Etbebidoe] intro- 
duced the following resolution: 

"AcMlvcd, Thai the Hoom of R«{ireMnULlvea reiard all 
niarrMiotw and propcwitions of every kind, by w faoa ii oever 
made, fbr Uie revival of the African alave Uwdt,-*a abocking 
10 the moral Muitiment of tlie enHfhtened portion of man- 
kind ; and thii Buy action on tint pan (tf Congreas, cod- 
nlvins at or lefalizinc tlMt tKirrfd and mhoniaa tntte, 
would Jiuily eobjeet the Government and eitizera of tbe 
United Ststea to the reproach and execration of allcivitlzed 
and Ouiitiaa people tbrougbout itte world. " 

.Upon objection made, the rules were suspended, 
and the resolution passed under the pressure of 
tbe previous question. Debate, and even explana- 
tion, were thus cut off", and our constituents, as 
well as tbe public, were lefWo guess auhe reasons 
of ourrcspective votes. After the p^bige of this 
resolution, the gentleman from Soota uuolina, 
[Mr. Orr,] who had in vain attempted to amend 
the former resolution, introduced another propo- 
sition, in the following words: 

" JtcMlMd, That It la Inexpedient, onwlae, and contrary 
totbeaetttadpolicyoribe United 8uteB,tnra|Mal tbe laws 
pn^Uagtba African alave trade." 

Thia also passed by a decisive majority; only 
eight members voted in the negative, debate and 
explanation having been again cut 'off by the 
application of the pariiamenlary thumb-screw. 

I'voted against both reaolntions; and now take 
thia first opportunity of stating the reasons of 
those votes. Both reaolutions were, in my opin- 
ion, aa objectionable in substance aa the mode of 
forcing a vote on them.imder the pressure of the 
previoM fiHsfton, was improper. The prominent 
features in the propoaition of the member ftom 
Tennessee are its sinister expressions, and the 
intensely virtuous indignation noanifested, not 
against the revival of the African slave trade, but 
against the wickedness of those who would have 
the hardihood to make auggestions or proposi- 
tions in relation thereto; aim, aa if to deter alt 
good patriota from even harboriu; such sugges- 
tions, it invokes the reproach and execration of 
" the civilized fcnd Christian people throughout 
the world" upon the Government and people of 
the United StateSgShouldCongress, by any action, 
connive at or liaten to such suggestions. It de- 
nounces thoughts, propositions, and opinions, on 
the assumption that they are shocking to the 
moral aentiment of mankind. Now, sir, I find 
inlhe written chart of the duties and powers of 
thia House qp authority to take chai^ of the 
pobhc or private morals of the good people of tbe 
country. It is a vain and phanaaical arrogance 
of superior virtue ia as, to assume auch censor- 
ship. I intend no personal disrespect, when I 
aay that thia House, constituted aa it is, ia one 
of Uie laat tribunals to which questions of public 
morals or of private honor should be rerarred; 
aod yet, sir, the reaolution of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, if it sprang from any higher motive 
■than that of entrapping political opponents, wis 
a mere attempt to denounce, as immoral and un- 
christian, certain opinions known to be enter- 
tained by some of our -fellow-eitixena, and to 
invoke, in advance of any propoaed action, hos>- 
nd impreouiooa on the eoontry ihould Cea- 



gress in anj way connive at such sentii^enta, 
by any political action. I surely do the gen- 
tleman no injustice when I say, that his object 
was not merely to obtain an expreasion of tbe 
opinion of this House against the African slave- 
trade. He will hardly jrenture to say that that 
alone was his object. It went obviously further. 
The studied phraseology in which the resolution 
is clothed, going to the very veige of parliament- 
ary license, indicates the purpose of obtaining 
the influence of this House to put down and stifle 
opinions and propoaitiona on subjects of legiti- 
mate inquiry, on the grounda that they are mfa# 
moua and detestable. It is a precedent full of 
mischief and danger, which I rc^t especially to 
aee introduced by a tovUum man. Under it, 
what ia topreventthe introduction of areaolatioii 
declaring the holding of slaves to be immoral, 
inhuman, and contrary to Uie spirit of Christi- 
anity? There are probably some on thisfioor 
ready to present such a proposition; and, from 
the conoplexion of thin House, I am not certain 
it woula not paas, if propelled by the brute force 
of the previous question. I repeat, the precedent 
is dangerous, and, in my opinion, more pregnant 
of evil than the " suggestions" so much con- 
demned by the mover, i regret that it should 
have received the sanction of a single Democrat 
on this floor. Were we situng as a board of 
cenaors upon the morality of practices a^ctiog 
human happiness in general, 1 would desire to 
include in our censures the cooley trade, now 
practiced by our refined and virtuous ally, Eng- 
land; for by that trade white men, if I may ap 
des^nate the Chinese, arc carried into the worst 
kind of slavery. 1 would wish also to embrace 
in our deprecations the " shocking and unchris- 
tian" pracUce of immuring in the unhealthy and 
fetid prison rooms of a factory, for eleven noura 
of the day, white children of ooth sexes, and of 
tender age, thereby deatroyiov the health and 
elasticity of their bodies, aikd blunting and stupe- 
fying their intellects by the constant employment 
of watching the interminable whirling of the 
spinning-jenny. I protest, Mr. Speaker, against 
this House establislung any code of mortus for 
tbe country; but if we are to have one, let it be 
general. 

Mr. ETHERIDOE. Will the genUemanyiald 
to me for a mSment? . 

Mr. aUlTMAN. My time is so short'Uiat I 
woukl rather rrat be diverted from my argument. 

Mr. ETHEBJDGE. My objwst in rimng was 
to ask the House to extend the Ume of the gen- 
Ueman, and give him an opportanity of di'sniiM- 
ing these questions fully. 

Mr. dUITMAN. I wiU now go on; and 
should my hour expire before I shaU have con- 
cluded what I have to say, I would be happy to 
accept the proffered courtesy. I do not often oc- 
cupy the time of the House, and would not do 
ao now had i not been incidenl^y drawn into 
this debate. 

Before I leave these queaUons of ethics^ I 
cannot pass without notice a singular bill which 
quieUr and silently glided through this Hoost 
the other day, apparenUy unobserved by the vig^* 
lant guardians of the Clonstitation who sit near 
me. I allude to the bill presented by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
[Mr. CAMraxLL,] forbidding, under penal sane- 
tions, the introduction of obscene, indecent, or 
immoral prints, statuary, dbc. While tbe {wivata 
motive may be proper, auch a bill belongs to the 
description of legislation upon which I havs been 
commenting, and, in my opinion, introdne«s% 
miachtevous political praesdent; Inthefiiatidaee, 
who are to constitate the censors? I doubt not 
that the Committee of Ways aod Means would 
admit many specimens of art, at which a portion 
of our sturdy countrymen and women, witb a 
taste less artistically refined, but perhwa with 
more of virgin purity, would be shocked. 'We 
have Blatuary Aoat ^ Ca^tol, upon whiek 
aome of my fldr conatitaents could not look 
without a blush.* But, sir, I would ask the chair- 
man and Committee of Waya and Means whence 
do they derive the power of supervising the pub- 
lic taste or morals i If they possess it, I olsQ 
commend to their attention a IhU to suppcess the 
exhibitiona of nuM artists, now so ^oiUoaMt 
in oar gnat cities. 

Digitized by 



now ao quaioiMUNB 

Google 



iB4tb Cono....3d Seas. 



^^^^^ ^ THE OOW GRESSIOWA L GLCttE. 
PovftfB of ^^^^frnmen^ tottA regwd to the Territories — M: Qmimtm. Ho. or Rkvs. 



[December 18, 



I flhirn, howercr.for a inonient,lo Ae allTe- \ 
tnds Rsotutioni of the gentleman from TenneB- 
■ee. I was not at aU mirpriaed to see him refuse 
to Biumiid the preTioaa qaestion, at the requeit 
of my fHend from South Carolina, [Mr. Oaa,] 
to eaable the latter eentleman to oBer an amend- 
ment, which wonMnave brought the House to a 
ffireet Tote on the expediency of rcTwing the 
African KkTe trade; but I was aurprised, in the 
peqoel, to find the g:entlenwn from South Carolina 
reniaing a similar priTilege to rae. After the pas- 
sage of the obnoxious resolution of Uie gentle- 
'man from Tennessee, niy friend from South 
Carolina, with a new, no doubt, to put himeelf 
and flriends riebt upon the Journals, introduced 
a resolation dil^ring fVom that he had originally 
proposed as a substitute. The first proposition 
would baTe been eceepiable to all of us; the dif- 
ftrenee eon^stad io the addition of the wo^s, 
** and contrary to the settled policy of the United 
States." The preTious question having been 
ealfed on this resolution, I appealed to the morer 
to permit an amendment, striking out the words 
" eontrantolhtttttleipi^t^thi! United StattSy" 
in order mat I, and those acting with me, might 
anile upon his resohition; but the gentleman re- 
fused to do for a political friend that which he 
complained had not been accorded to him by a 
poliucal opponent. This want of courtesy com- 
pels roe to make some explanation. 

Mr. ORR. I did not eomplain of the refbsal 
of die gentlsBian firom Tennesaee to let me offer 
an amendment to his reaolntion; I merely re- 
qoesied that he would affbrd ma an opportunity 
ao to do; 

Mr.aUITMAN,[addressineMr.Oaa.] WeH, 
I recall the word ** eomplain;*' but, in making a 
request of a political opponent, you implied that 
itanonldhaTebeeoemnted. Mow, Mr. Speaker, 
my position on this subject is simply this: I am 
not ID faTor of the revivnt of the African slave 
trade. Not because I look upon it as ** shock- 
ii^, horrid, or deserring the execration of the 
civilized worfd;" for I believe it has resulted in 
practical benefit to the negro; not that I believe 
the transfer of a slave from benighted Africa to 
Anwriea— Arom the dominion of a cruel and des- 
potic negro master, to a kind and humane white 
inastert aoea any harm to him-, or to the world; 
bat I am opposed to the revival *of the African 
alave trade because, in my judgment, it is inex- 
pedient, impolitic, and adverse to the interests of 
the section of country which I represent. Such, 
too, I believe to be the prevailing sentiment at 
tike Sontb. I should have voted, and am ready 
to vote, for any proposition which shall confine 
itself to a dedaralion aeainst the policy or expe- 
diency of the African uave trade; but I wiD not, 
by any fear of oonseqoenoea or misconstruction, 
ba dnven to adopt the aflecCedly denondatory 
laDgnue of the gentleman from Tennessee. It 
is.the languag^ither of cowardice or of hypoe- 
risy; not that of plain-dealing. I speak of the 
tesolnlion, not of the eentteman. I should not 
be much anrprisod to find it followed by a reso- 
lution condemning the internal slave trade. I 
aay again, dietineuy, that had these resolutions 
simply declared that the revival of the African 
dave trade was inexpedient, and even against 
public policy, my voice would have been heard 
alrongly in the affirroalive; but i am opposed to 
lactana upon the morality of thai trade. There 
I aland; and I eannot be eoaxad or dragooned 
into the support of resolutions which I do not 
bebevc to be inw. 

. The resolution of the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Orb] was also objectionable, 
though not in the same degree. It proclaimed 
" tk« itttledpolleif qf the cemUn" to be against a 
repeal of the present lawa. Now, in ue firat 
place, in a pragresmve country like oara, where 
public sentiment Sways the public policy, there 
u an impropriety in any Congress resolving what 
AaU be tfaa future or settled poficy of the coun- 
ttr. Every Congress will l|are enough to do, to 
aupft ita action and legislatiou to iu own proper 
term of aatfcori&f and power. 1 r^ard such lan- 
Haage, to say the lean of it, as empty declama- 

In the next niaee, it being admitted that treatieii 
arebtwi, AiBumgu^of the resi^otton goeato 
lha e^nt of appnnag and peffpetoaiinc alt ow 



tt^> atipulationn in relation to the Afliean ilave 
trftQ^; and of some of these I do not approve, 
but, on the contrary, believe them to be unwise 
and impolitic, ^eh, for instance, is the stipula- 
tion to aid Cheat Britain in watching, with a 
naval force, the coast of Africa. Neither am I 
prepared to aay, Aough opposed to the slave 
trade, that it ought to be treated as piiaey. I 
doubt much whether the hoirors of the middle 
passage do not arise, mainly, from the fUse 
philanthropyofexag^rated punishments. Rest- 
ing in this anesnainty, I eotud not, by my vote, 
dedare the laws and treaties on this subject to be 
our '* settled policy." For these reasons, now 
given, because explanation was reftised when the 
resolutions were offered, and because I r^arded 
both reaolutiona aa uaalesa and onnseessary, I 
opposed them. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I come to the princi- 
pal subject I rose to discuss, to which my mind 
nas been led by observing the differences of opin- 
ion that exist, not only Mtween the three politi- 
cal parties in this Uoose, but between membws 
of tne same party, on the conadtutiMial powers 
of Congress over the Territories. It is the fhsfa- 
ion of uie day to discuss pending questions rather 
PS technical lawyers than aa statesmen, and to 
treat them rather with reference to their political 
bearing than as parts of the true theory of gov- 
ernment. The discordant opinions to which I 
have referred arise from different views of our 
political system. They could not exist, to any 
considerame f xtent, if elementary pA>ci;des were 
well understood. Instead, then, of discussing in 
detail the various opinions that have been ad- 
vanced on this floor,! propone to go back to the 
fountain>head, and examine some of the cardinal 
principles of our system. If these be correctly 
understood, the coocluaioos which flow from 
them must either produce more uniformity of 
opinion on these subj^ls, or at least bring us to 
the point^l divei^nce. There is a proneness 
in the humH mind, at all times, towards strong 
government. One proof of this proneness is the 
prevalence, in all ages, of monarchies over free 
representative governments. In our system, this 
feeling manifests itself in the tenden«' to central- 
ism. It arises feom Uia necessity or continuous 
inteDectual efforts to maintain me government. 
There never was a more truthful remark than that 
uttered by Jefferson: *' Eternal vigilance is the 
price 'of riberty." A people cannot sleep and 
remain free. The vit mtrtet must be counteracted 
by frequent agitations of elementary principles. 

In treating of the theory of our Glovemment, 
the great source of error uea in not defining and 
locating the aovaaaioif power. I shall, there- 
fore, endeavor to show what it is, and where it 
reposes. SoTBaBioNTT is mar Htiw roLixiou. 
Fowaa WBioH oax coNTaoLALLOTKBRrouncai. 
Fowaas. It can have no superior and no equal. 
If there be any other political power in the ays- 
tem, higher or greater, or more potent, then the 
former power is not sovereign. . It admite of no 
rival. It eannot be limited; for limitation proves 
the existence of a oontrolling power. Itmay act 
through different agenciea, nut cannot itseu be 
divided or parceled out. There cannot be, in the 
same system, two sovereign powen. This ia, in 
politics, aa great an lUssunlity as the existencein 
mathemalica of two longestlines, or two highest 
numbers. In the momTwrorld there ia bat one 
sovereign — Qod. 

In every distinct political community the sov- 
ereign power must exist somewhere. It is im- 
possible to conceive the one existing without the 
other. The moment the social compau is formed, 
.that instant the sovereign power reposes some- 
where. If it were possible to imagine a people 
springing, suddenly and at once, from a state of 
nature into political existence, the sovereignty 
would reside in the nudes of full age. It might 
be interesting to trace the existence of this high 
Sovereign power among the oivilized nations of 
the earui. I will alhide to aeveral, merely for the 
purpose of illustration. In Russia^ the sovereign 
pbwer is in the Autocrat, There is no power uw 
tlmt political oigaoiam to control his wiU. From 
his ukase there is no appeal. He can reverse 
judicial decisions, confiscate prooerty, take life, 
and cbaags the oiganie law. Reapeot fbr tha 
: nTolalioMry action of luaiubjauamayraitniii 



ical right againet his sovereign will. ?n Oreat 
Britain, again, this high ]^wer rests in I^uiia- 
ment, comprised of the three great estates of the 
realm — King, Lords, and Commons. An act of 
Parliament » supreme. It eon reverse Che deci* 
siona of the oourta, take away titles, cctasfiscate 
estates, depose kings, destroy life, oad eirange 
the organic law. "niere rests the sowereign 
power, under thai organism of government. 
Englishmen may talk abont their riptti b<at they 
hfi.te nme that may not be annihilated by on act 
of Parliament. 

In the nations to wliich I hate alhided, tbim 
high controlling power is so prominent aa to be 
readily seen and fixed. In our system, the elab- 
orate work of a more enlightened age of the 'World, 
and a more advanced stage of the homan intellect, 
it is not so easy to trade clearly the location of 
the so|ereign power. It exists; but artiere ? "Doea 
it realTn the Federal Oovemment ? Let as apply 
the test of the definition I have given. Has the 
Federal Government power over all other powers^ 
Not at all, nr. It u atrielly liouted; drcnm- 
aeribed by the most ri^ limitationa; forbidden, 
by its o^anie law, over which it haa no contro), 
from exerdsing many of the most important 
attributes of sovereignty. , Tt can exercise no 
sovereign powers by its own intrinsic force. It ia 
merely a put of the machinery of government, 
through which, as through an agency, some of 
the powers belonging to sovereignty are pat into 
operation. 

Do the State aovsaHMBitTS possess this high 
aovereign power? A mere glanee at their atrue- 
tnre shows that they do »oL The Slate govcrn- 
aMnta are the creatures of the State eonstitotioiis. 
They may be enlarged, restricted, modified, and 
even annihilated by the oi^ianic law. They are, 
therefore, subject to a higher power, and are not 
supreme or sovereign. As in the ease of the 
Federal Oovemment, they are merely the agenu, 
through which the sovereign power m exercised, 
and have not that high attribute of themaelvea. 
We must look ftirtber to find the deep sources of 

roiiticol authority. The origin, formation, and 
istory of our system of government, as well as 
the framework of it, ^ow clearly where thia 
high power exists. It reposes in ^e aovereign 
States of th is great Confederacy — ^not in the State 
goeenmen<>, but in the State*. I emphasise ihn 
distinction, because the two are sometimes con- 
founded. In a recent debate in the other wtngof the 
Capitol, aSenator, in alluding to the opinion of th^ 
Supreme Coort, that Congress possesses over tha 
Territories the powers of the »Vderal and State 
governments, drew the inference that Congreaa 
had power to establish or change the organic law. 
Now, neither the Federal nor State govemmente, 
nor both of them togtf her, have any aueh power. 
The decision referred todoes not, uier^re, go t« 
that extent. Neither the Legislatnre of the Stato 
of Mississippi, nor that of any other southern 
State, can clwnge or aher the status of a slave. 
The State alone, in its sovereign oapaoity, haa 
the power of ohanging the oivanic law. N^^ 
^very eonelitatea a part of ue eocial aystamo 
of these States, and, alUioo^ their govemmenta 
may regulate those irjrstems, the sovereign power, 
which alone has the entire control of the organic 
law, can alone establish or destroy them. ■ The 
Stales of this Union are iSlatei, in etery aense. I 
refer not only to the usuid American sense of 
that word, but to Uie aeoeptetion of the term aa 
oaed by writers on the law of natimis. They are 
separate political existonces,«adi retaining within 
itself the entirety of iu political sovereignty, and 
exercising the powers of government, in part, 
Bepamtely, dirougb ite State government, and, ia 
part, jointly with the other States, throbgh tha 
Federal Oovemment, bat all exercising their 
highest sovereign power only in convention, or - 
such other mode aa their constitution or organic 
law shall preanibe. I know not, Mr. Spmker, 
whetfasr I raidte tnyaetf tiatinotly ondwatood. 
The opimona that ladTCiiea ua tha laaaltB ttT 
much refleotion i bat they are tittered irithoat any 
previoos preparation. 

I have thus pointed out where, in my c^nion, 
aovereignty rente in oar complex systoa of gor- 
amment. 
1 know that ^niena 4 
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iifferent; but all must admit, wiMn the tie 
voB flcvered, which had bound the Colonies to 
ireat Britain , there sprang into exiMenoe thirteen 
lovereign and independent States, haTing vith 
me another no connection saTe that produced by 
he presence of a common danger. They stood 
owards one another as wpante, Independent, 
riendly nations, each claiming for itself, and con- 
eding to the reft, a distinct national existence. 
Thia character ia stamped ufton them, not onty 
J all their politieal action, rat by their fonnal 
cknowledgments to one another. IntheArtidea 
r Confederation, entered into shortly after the 
oneltiaion of Ae raTohxttonary war, at the time 
rhen men, Nortt and Sooth, understood the 
tructure of our Government certainly as well as 
ley do,now, Uiis language is need: 

" Eecb StBie renlna Iti sovereinity, freedom, and inde- 
Nidence, mnAvnrr potrer, JohMneMHi, end ripit, wUeta 
I not bv thaw Artletes of ConfcdenUOB del^MH to tbe 
rolled States io CeognM iwamWed." ~ 

" Each SMe reUmmiU »ovtreigntg,Jrudon, and 
nd'^iendmce." There wasaseparate aoTereignty, 

■eMiale fteedomtBnd aaeparate independence. 
Neither of these was delated. Some powers, 
urisdiclion, and rights, were alone for the time 
elegated— anigset to be rammed by the sover- 
iga. 

Anin, sir, aponths treaty of peace with Oreat 
faitain, how were the States then rwarded? Al- 

liough connected with one another by the Arti- 
les of Confederation, the KingofEngland treated 
rith them as distinct States, and not as a coro- 
lon nation. We are not a nation, but a Union 
i State*, nader a Federal Constitution. It is a 
tdsnouMr to s^le outaelves a *' oatum," though, 
inee wejuit with other nations throagb a com- 
lon goTernmeot, they may, with more propriety , 
pply the term to us. The frequent uae of the 
roros "United Statea," aa a substantive in 
he uwalw amaber^ and of the term ** nation," 
M KppS^ to rar Union of the States, is one of 
he evidences of the tendency of the public mind 

political oentRkUsm. Tlie first article of the 
reaty of peace with Great Britain, signed at Paris 
>n the 30th November, 1783, ueee tnese mgia£- 
ant terms: 

"Articli 1. Hk Biiiaattio Mateatr atflnewMiw the 

lid Uailed Blue*, viz : New Hsinpuiire, HuMeliUMlM 
lay, Rhode leland and Provldenco Plantatiotu, Connectl- 
Ul, New York, New Jersey, Pcnn^lvonia, Detaw»re. 
Itiylud, VlnrtillB, Nortb CuoUna, Ewalb Ouollne, and 
leonia, to be fre«, spvereigD, end Independent Statis ; 
uijie treats witli tbem aeauch ; andforhimKirituBhein, 
nd BuccesKors, rennqniBhes all claims to the govemment, 
roprietstr vid lenltwrisl riglita of tbe wne, and avery port 
twraof." 

And BO, Mr. Speaker, yon may pursue the 
listoric record of tbe formation of our political 
>rganism, and look In vain for any act by which 
hat h^h power, which mnet exist in every polit- 
cal community, haa been ceded ftom its original 
■OBBeesors — the States. Tiie Constitution of the 
Tnit^d States was acceded to by the States, as 
Itates. Eftch for itself, in its sovereign canacity , 
ntered into the ctimpaet. We find in it the del- 
gstioti of some of the powers of government, 
lut no eeM^ons of sovereign power. That rested 
ir%itnlly vHh the Slates} and there, I contend, 

1 remains to-day. If it does not rest wi|h the 
llates, wliere Is itP I have showh that th'is 
Sovemment, being possessed only of limited 
>owers, for opeoiflM purposes, oannot be sovw- 
ign. That high power,! repeat, remains where 
t originally rested— in the States of this Union; 
^nd whenever it is called into action, H mmt flow 
rom Its pristine sonree. 

I may, Mr. Speaker, in the attempt to make 
nyself nnderstood, be charged with unnecessary 
epetition of the same idea; but our political 
'jnlem ia very edmplex end much misappre- 
icnded. In its eomjmcfty, however, I recognize 
he great fhmie-woi-k of ute liberal age in which 
t was eomtmeted ; fortbat eompiicitr ««■ neoee- 
ary to aeeure liberty by tbe proteetliHi of every 
olerest involved. 

i come now to apply tWg prinejple of •&feT- 
lignty to the WMortA. At Ihe ttane of tke 
bnnalion of (he Federal ConsUttttitn fbereWere 
)ot in existence any such thnnietpal eottnnnnities 
18 those we new term TerriMWies. Consequently 
he language of that instrument, itfhieh confem 
ipon Congress the ttdthorlty ** to dimrase »f and 
nake all nee4M rafeM tud rtffiitMMt foV'the' 



territory and oAer property of the United Slates, " 
was not intended to convey to Co n gre ss the right 
of l^slation over the Territories as subsef{UeQt]y 
eonstitnted. This. is dear. The context itself 
shows that the word **territofy" was palpi^ly 
used in the senae of property, for the dispwal w 
wfai(diCongreas,tliecommoni^eiiC of the States, \ 
was to BHdn tbe ** oeedtVil rules and regnlalions," 
each as to survey the lands, and to provide for 
their side. This is further shown by tne stronger 
and more en^ipt lawnga used m confeiting 
tbe power or legislatMn over emli aesmon 
might be made by the Sudee for 4m Matof Gk>V' 
eminent. Whence, then, is derived the power 
of Conness to legislate for a Territory^ as we 
now unaeretand the term ? Before I proceed to 
answer this queetion of the power of municipal 
legislation, I should state, what necessarUy fol- 
kiws from the views which I.bave idready pre- 
sented, that the people of a Territory possess no 
sovereign power. They occupy tne common 
territory of all the States, over which the Slates 
jointlv not only possess tite eminent domain, but 
also tne ultimate sovereignty. The inhabitants 
of a Territory possess no rame sovereignty over 
it Uian if they had established their residenees in 
the Russian Ehnpire. All' the political powers 
that the people of a Territory possess or acqoire 
must come from tbe States, either by the com- 
mon grant of all the States, or by cession from 
their agent, tbe Federal Ckrvemneitt under the 
CoDstilution. 

Now, sir, having fixed their true relations to 
tbe States, I shall proceed to answer the in()uti7. 
Whence does Congress derive the right of legis- 
lation overUieTemtoriea? It is, in my opinion, 
implied in the power delegated by the States to 
Congress in the Constitution , to aimiit new States 
into the Union npon equal footing with tbe ori- 
ginal States. This right neoessanly implies the 
right of Congreaa to prepay the pecmc (or rather 
the iiJuMtantg, for the term " people^' jeohnically 
aignifies a coramuait;]^, politically oiganiEsd, and 
oannot, in that sense, be applied to the inhab- 
itants of a Territory) for admission Into Uie 
Union as a State. The major iBcludes die minor 
—the* is yo «ay, nnder the power to V adrnft," 
Congress possesses the right of paving the way 
for that act — df making the prelitninaiy anange- 
menta fbr Uie important ehuge of the political 
condition of a Territory. It is under that power, 
then, and not under'the right to make ** rules and 
regulations" for the disposal of the common ter- 
ritory, that Con jp ess can iypatnto for tbe Territo- 
ries, or estaUbni nmleipeleoTCniroenta therein. 
But, sir, this authority is limited to legishuion, 
and does not extend to the exercise of any power 
properly appertaining to soverugnty, mueti less 
to the delegation of such attributes to the terri- 
torial Kovemment. The power of legislation , and 
that of making organic laws, are distinct things — 
the one may be exeraised by tbe legislative branch 
of the Government; the other is the exclusive 
attribute of tbe soverei^ power. In tbe whole 
process, this high authority is brought into action 
in only one instance — on ue admimoa of a new 
State. In the act of admiMien into the tTnicmae 
a State, the people of a Territorv are at ooee 
collectively invested with sorweignty. Vnm 
that instant they stand as the peer of every other 
State. The sovereign power pnflses' to them, not 
from the Federal Government (for that Oovem- 
ment cannot hold it,) but by the cession of the 
other Stales, in conformity with their conMita- 
tional compact, by whieh, by empoweringCon- 
greee as their common agent to admit new States 
upon an equality with themeelves, they have 
bound themselves to cede their joint sovereignty, 
unUl that moment retained, to Uieir new mer. 

From the principle I nave laid down, M^. 
Speaker, the inArenee clearly lUlovs, that Con- 
aem, poBs es n i ng merriy ittb power or munteiwU 
I^ltelntion to prepare ttie Territoriea for atfanis- 
sion into the Union, has no power to exdnde or 
nboliah slavery in the TetrHories. Sfoch lesa 
have die bihabitantB of a IVRitory, p08sce*h» 
no faherent eoverefgnty, and haviw no poKtleiu 
powers except thote domed trcm Congress, thta 
right. 

A glance at die condition of the InhafaitaMfltlf 
any portion of oar common Territory, before Ae 
-eMftbUiAmaitt of any tenriloiiid govMraanm,' 



WKLf atill fortber Ulid to illustnue my views. 
What i« UiB ooaditioM of the vestdmita now upon 
the Gadsden purch a se - ' t he inbabitanu of the 
rich and flradntal killB and dales of Arizoniaf 
Are Aey in a state of iMtine, Ibe the wild sav- 
age, withoat m petitieal etatoB, without btwa to 
teemiB tiiem, or without rMtta to be prataeied i 
I think not; fbr I 4iftr mm my ftioid from 
South Cterolina, {Mr. Oim,] in the opinion wbidi 
he the other day advanced, to ue state of a 
l^tritory. There ie, sir, in my opinion, a com- 
mon law, which exists in every portion of our 
eennBou country, aa wall fa the Slates aa in the 
common territory, from the ioMut of its aequi* 
siUon; and that kiwis tin Gonelitiition of thm 
United States. 

Mr. ORR. In Speaking of Ute common law, I 
Itad reforenoeto tbe eommon lawof Ei^and. I 
stated Rqmsaly, Chi^ ia my fadief, the Consti- 
tution extended over the Terriiorisa. 

Mr. aUITMAN. I tbeo uaderrtood the gen- 
tleman to take the ground that no law for the 
protection of prnierty exiated in any of the Ter- 
ritories, until ma^e by the Territorial Legislature. 
I think tkat I now comprehend hie idea better. 
I maintain, In the fintplaee, that the inbabitants 
of sudi portions of our territory have all the 
rights, pririleges, and immunities, provided or 
reserved in the Constitntiou. Furthermore, every 
dtisen of any ef the Stales, from wliatever sec- 
tion of die eoniMiy be goesj taking up his resi- 
dence on the eommon territoiy or the Statea, 
carries with him all the essentia] ri^ts which be 
possessed in his own State. The ^tes being 
joint proprielora end co-aovere^s, the citizen 
each Stale stands, as it were, upon the soil of his 
own State, as much so as if he stood upon the 
deck of an Amerioanveaselonthehighsea. The 
general prineiplee of law that are common to all 
the States, founded on usage and general con- 
formity, prevail in, and constitute the eommon 
laiv of, tbe territory. There may be no judicial 
ornnization to enforce tbathw,batithas vitality, 
and exiets; and, upon the establishment of ju- 
dicial tribunals, would be recognizedvand acted 
upon, without positive legislation on the subject 
of these righu. Prominent among these rights, 
is that of property recognized by any of the 
States. Wkeq tbmt right, a« in tbe case of 
slaves, ia recognised by the oicanic law of 
neariy one half of the States in tne Union, and 
at least in one instance acknowledged by the 
Constitution of the United States, it not only 
exists and is available in the eommon territory 
of the States before the eaublishment of civil 
government tfiere, b«t is fbr beyond die reach of 
both tbe Fedet«I and Territorial Governments 
#hen found on tbe common possessions of the 
States. Then is but one power that can destroy 
mv.rigbt to myshivo, and that is the Ikate in 
wnich t hold him, or to which I voluntarily carry 
him. if die Federal Government does not pos- 
sess the ri^t, it is ebsur^ to say that one of it* 
-departSMntn has it. While I concede to that 
high tribumJ, the Sapreme Conn of the United 
Smcea, tbe right to determine finally all easee of 
law and eqaWf which come within its jorisdio- 
tioh , I deny its aMtkoRty to aettte questions which 
loTOlve the peliticdl righu of tbe Stales. The 
CoMtitntion u tka work of the States, and they 
mast emotive ^ for themeelves upon aR ques- 
tions affecting their rights. These would cease 
to be rights, if subject to tbe antagonistic power 
HgmnttwhflehthoywHeKmitad. It is nbeurd to 
euppoee (lat the SMrtes, hi the formation of tbe 
Constitu(iDn,jealoiMdf their great essential polit- 
ical r^fats, would tme left them at tbe mercy of 
that very power, agolnt the oneroaofamenis of 
whiiAi fhe|y were eveetliig « barrier. It ii yet 
more riMdrd to Mppew that titer would havo 
leA tkew, by eonstraetion, to one department of 
the Gffveramem-^d that department, both 
flrom ite mode oCAptiOintmeut and its tenore of 
ofllee, the leeoK reMMtneiUe to the people. 

I approve, Mr. Speaker, the pnneiples of the 
KteHMs-NilbHMka ncV I etaim, nnder it, and 
rmSer tbe OeriMlttttlbn, the right to earry my- 
slave into eidier »f ttielae ^emtoriea. I know 
tbdt Ibis rtebt, a «ikc can be made on it, may 
"ht Ihe mil§e«t ef the Mtanlnfttion and defciaion 
of tbe'SbfMinn Caim»r<ihe United States, tatt 
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final. 1 would abide by it, as & lettlement of 
the case decided; but I nin cot willing to let it go 
to the world that I would respect the precedent, 
or that I would nurender the prinaple, that the 
MBertion of such essential lighu belong exclu- 
sively to the States ai^^vedb^ their violation. 
The Supreme Court, in my opinion, poMeesea 
no juriadietion to decide finally upon the poltticiU 
rigbm of the States. I am sdll old-fashioned 
enough to stand squarely upon the doctrines 
of the Virginia euid Kentucky resolutions of 
1798-99. 

At last, Mr. Speaker, this whole subject re- 
solves itself into several great cjueBiions con- 
nected with the theory of our political system. 

Is this essentially a notional Oovemment, or is 
it a union of sovereign States ? 

Does the sovereignty, or supreme power, reside 
in the central Government, or the mass of the 
people of our country, as a nation, one and indi- 
visible ? or does it yet repose in the sovereign 
Stales ? 

The solution of these ^reat questions haa, at 
various periods of oiir political historv, occupied 
the attention of the best statesmen of the country. 
The radical principles involved in them divided 
the gigantic intellects of Calhoun and Webster. 
Almost all the differences of opinioa that exist, 
as to the action of the Federal Government on the 
practical isanes which spring up from day to day, 
grow out of the various solutions of these ques- 
uons. Therefore, they ai«} indeed, worUiy of 
repeated discufision. 

1 had, Mr. Speaker, intended to notice some 
of the remarks made by the genUeman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. MabsballI on Uie subject of " squat- 
ter sovereignty;" but 1 find that my hour has 
expired. Whatever more I may have wished to 
say in this connection, I muatr perforce, postpone 
the accomplishment of my wishes until some 
fiirther occasion. 



THE PB£SID£NT>8 MESSAGE. 

SPEECH OF H. WINTER DAVIS, 

OF MARTLAKD, 

Iw TBI Houn or Rsrui^^AnvBs, 

/miMry 6,1657. 
The qneidMi of refbrrinf tbe Presidcnt't Memie to tbo 
Oomnittae at the Wbols od tbs state of the Union being 
ander CMUidersUoi^ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, said: 

Mr. Speaker: Grave perplexities have arisen 
in interpreting the teachings of the late election. 
A singular diversity of views has been revealed. 
Gentlemen of the same party have differed as 
widely as those of opix>site parties. The gradu- 
ally widening circle of debate has drawn in great 
numbers on every side. As Democrat antf Re- 
publican have been crippled in the conflict, fresh 
friends have poured in to the rescue; and tbe re- 
sult of every addition has been that doubt has 
been piled upon doubt, confttsion has become 
worse confounded, until he who attempts to read 
the recent election by the recent debcUe in this 
House, will find himself with authorities for any 
opinion, with testimony for any fact, with views 
confounded and unintelligible, in endless mazes 
lost. 

The gentlemen of the Administration hare 
exhibited some sensitiveness on the question, who 
opened the debate. Wherever the responsibility 
rests, the great differences of opinion that it has 
elicited more than justify me, now that tbe debate 
has raged for weeks, in reviewing the field, sum- 
ming up tbe results, and pointing the attention 
of the people to the great diversity with'which 
the question they have decided, and the judgment 
they are supposed to have pronounced, has been 
intejrpreted. Sir, this diseussion was not opened 
either by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camp- 
bell,] or byanother gentleman in the other wing 
of the. Capitol, now not far distant, [Senator 
WiL«oK.] It originated 'neither in this House 
nor in the Sedate. As firtt word it fov/ai in &u 
PraidtiU't fltenage. He was justly Aarfiil that 
the people might mistake their rebuke for an 
approral; that msir unaided vision mi^htnotdis- 
covsr the comfort under the castigation, nor bo 



■^J^^^ aware that behind a frowning Providence 
"ley hid a smiling face; and therefore he wisely 
availed himself of his constitutional privilege to 
lead their tottering steps in the way he would 
have them go. So wituss is the fling, that the 
vanquished have reopened a closed controversy ! 

Far be it from me to imitate- Uie spirit which 
breathes through that extraordinary document. 
They only can fitly apologize for it who can esti- 
mate the bitterness of a spirit broken by such a 
fall ! I do not care to open any' controversy either 
with its statements, its reasonings, or its scold- 
ings; but I may be allowed to use it for instruc- 
tion, and the country to profit by its teaehinKS. 
It reveals some facts of sinister import. The 
President first teaches us: 

" Tbat u Senuon represent tbeif ropoettM Btatet, and 
membera of the HonH of ReprcMntaclTea their r—ftMat 
cunnituencfea in each or the Btatoa, f o tA« PrtfUtmirefrt- 
tetiit tlie aggregaU popvlation ^tht UttUtd Statet !" 

Napoleon Bonaparte said to an insubordinate 
Assembly^ '* You are only the deputies of single 
provinces — / reeretent the nation!" Thus, to 
compare small Inings with great, our President 
respectfully assigns ns our lower sphere, wherein 
we should behave not unseemly. Be it so, Mr. 
Speaker. Amid all the diversities, there is one 
fact which no one has controverted. It was fairly 
stated by the gentleman from Tennessee, and is 
apparent on every return of the aggregate vote. 
Mr. Buchantu) ascends the chair of State against 
the will of a majority of about four hundred thou- 
sand of the people of the United Statea. If, there- 
fore, the President represents the aggregate' pop- 
ulation of the Union, Mr. Bochanatf does not 
represent, but nilsre presents, the people of the 
United States ! 

The President further instructs us in what the 
people have decided in the election of Mr. Buch- 
anan. "They have asserted," he savs, "the 
eonsUtotional equalj|y of each and au of the 
Stales of the CJmon, as State)." He means that 
they who by their votes elected Mr. Buchanan, 
voted for that principle contested by their oppo- 
nents, or he means nothing. If it has settled 
that principle, it proves that anuyority ttf the people 
of the United Statea are oppoetd to the t^uUity qf the 
Statet ! 

"They have affirmed," says the President, 
" the constitutional equality of each and alt of the 
citizens of the United States ascitizens, whatever 
their religion, wherever their birth or their resi- 
dence. ' * If so,- then it proves that a great majori ty 
of the people of tbe United Statea <lenif the equ^wy 
(^the^tizeneoftheUitited Stale* — demg their eifva^y 
by Teaaon qf their ret^ion — deny their equality by 
reason of their residence — deny their equality by 
reason of their birth ! 

* ' The y have asserted, ' ' says the President, ' * the 
inviolability of the constitutional rights of the 
different sections of the Union." Then a ma- 
jority of the people of t^e United States have in 
iJie late contest been inimical to the constitutional 
rights of the States, and have been endeavoring 
to break them down I 

The president farther informs us that " they 
have proclaimed their devoted and unalterabt^ 
attachment to the Union and to the Constitution, 
as objects of interest superior to all subjects of 
local or sectional controversy, as the safeguard of 
the rights of all, as the spirit and tbe essence of 
the liberty, peace, and greatness of the Republic. ' ' 

If so, uien a maJoriQr of the people of tbe 
United States have declared against those great 
principles; they are inimical to the existence of 
this Constitution; they are inimical to the rights 
of some great sections of the country; they are 
bent on war and not on peace; for a great majority 
of the people have voted against the man who, 
the President save, is the symbol of this decision. 
Sir, if the President's opinion is right, that those 
great and vital principles were in contest, then the 
vote of the people is more full of awAil portent 
than any they have ever cast; and the day of onr 
disBolution draws nigh. If they were not in con- 
test, then tbat message is the most ungradotif 
sarcasm ever flung by a President on we people 
who lifted him above his fellows. 

It is of evil example for the President to have 
departed, in the language of his message, from 
the severe courtesy, the respectlUl reserve, the 
pa w Bo n l aw dignity obtanrod py to pni»o o mot» 



in alluding to the conduct of sovereign States, or 
• the motives of great bodies of tbe people in the 
highest function of their sovereignty. It ia of 
alfthings m^st deplorable that, elevated nbo-ve the 
turbulent atmosphere of a popubv eanvBaa, ttie 
President afaould have stoopm to the region of 
the storm, been swayed by the passions of the 
strife whose excesses it was his high duty to hav» 
restrained, and that, stung by tbe great condem- 
nation of the vots of th^ people, should have 
poured out the bitterness of his heart in sharp 
vituperation of his judges, forgotten the Prea- 
ident in the partisan, and inflamed the paaadona 
already consuming the vitals of the iCepublic. 

Bat, Mr. Speak«r> the people have taught aoma 
lessons worthy of being learned — not those the 
Pr«^ent would inculcate, nor aueh as are grate- 
ful to Democratic hearts — yet fruitftd of warning 
and admonition, and quite visible to tbe dullest 
eye. ^ 

It proves that a minority of the people desired 
to see Mr. Buchanan President of the United 
States. Nobody ever doubted that. ' 

It proves that a minority of the petals were ia 
favor of the Kansas-NebiukaaM. Nobody ever 
questioned tbat. 

It proves that a minority of the ^ople Rpprove 
of President Pierce's administraUon. Nobody 
ever doubted that; but nobody knows bow small 
that minority is. 

It proves that a minority of the people are eon- 
tent that his system of misrule may be prolonged 
for another four years. Nobody ever doubted 
that. 

It proveathatthe minority which preferred Mr. 
Buchanan was so located in various States, that 
under the Constitution it could cast a majority of 
the votes of the electoral college; end ttia isAe 
only point tcucMw that snnerify oteul wMch Um 
isfj ever mucA ilotwt. 

It provesfurther, Mr. Speaker, that a majority 
of the people have condemned the Democratic 
party. 

It proves that a majority of the perale are op- 
posed to that administration of President Pjcrea 
which a minority propose to continue for four 
years. 

It proves that a majoritj' of people of die coun- 
try think it time that the misgovemment of Kansas 

should cease. 

It proves that no diversity of interpretation can 
extort anything but condemnation of the princi- 
ples and the purposes of the Kansas-Nebraska 
act fVom a majoritv of the people of the country. 

It proves that Mr. Buchanan comes into power 
with a decided majority of tbe people against 
him; with every proposed principleof bis admin- 
istration condemned beforehand; with the great 
Democratic majority in tbe Senate narrowed to 
the very verge of a bare working majority; wiUi 
the House of Repreaentativea, so far as suty ex- 
perience teaches, against him; with only abont 
one third of the Bepresentatives from the North 
in hisfavor,and they chiefly representing minor- 
ities, and chosen by the divisions of their oppo- 
nents ; and thus that, for all his cherished pu rp<Mes 
of mischief, his ad m i n istration is paralyzed before 
its birth. 

Still more, sir, it dissipates the sweet delusion 
of the dead heroes of the Nebnukaact, that there 
was a day of resurrection for them. It demon- 
strates that the bhut which profitrated its fVienda 
in the North was no passing squall; that no iober 
second thought has chan^d their first thought; 
but that a settled and unchangeable hostility 
throQgh all the North condemns them to a hope- 
less and pitiable minoritv. The death wound, I 
rather think, has been oealt to that party which 
insolently boasted itself a perpetual plague to the 
Republic, but now — worse than the scotched 
snake — staggera to its grave, like a wounded 
gladiator, whose fall, even in the arms of netory* 
wins for him neither pity nor a crown. 

Theae are some of the lesaons l^wut iriiieh I 
think there can be very little difference of opinion. 
They need only the teaching of numben. They 
need only to count the results of the ballot-box. 
They depend on no adjustment of the difierence 
of principle between the different portions of the 
party. They are irrespective of the question, 
whether tkesftprovid of FnstdentPieroe^ admin- 
kUaaioA-wmmkmfftiii^vAi^^uaa nod 
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Dtxon'a line. They •till stand, no matter what 
aea^ingwaaaaugnedtotheEjuiiaa-Nebraflkaact 
invwhere. On a simple count of tke Toicea of the 
uages — even admitting a norl&ern sod a aouthern 
democrat to mean the same Uiing — it appears that 
be great majority of the coun^ are tired of its 
asnt are hostile to its principles, condemn its 
oeosures, mock at its blunders, are weary of its 
g;>tatioii8, abhor itfl sectional warfare, and have 
rdered hue and cry to be made against every- 
hing bearing the name of Democrat aa a dis- 
nrber of Uie public peace. Instead of repentance 
nd reform under the diacipUne administered two 
ears ago, the maiprity of the people of the 
ountry have beheld with alarm ererjr element 
r electioneering tortore applied to wring from 
le terrors of Uie country an approval, real or 
pparent, of the conduct of the Administration; 
nd they have by this great vote indicated their 
biding hostility to a policy which has brought 
be Republic to the veige of ruin. This, I take 
I, is the judgment of the American people, — only 
tKjr were to w\fortunate mi te dtfer-os to dU meaiura 
freireaa; and tka penalty ^tUi UwMliru tfcc eon- 
'mumue <^ tiui demlMtiMi esMmUtvt Motr 

'or four ytan more. 

Thus condemned by the popular Tote, these 
;entlemen of the minority are ingenious in ex- 
raelin^n approval of their policy and principles; 
ut in the vain effort they have revealed that the 
linority itself is divided as much with itself 
s fVom its opponents. While claiming an 
pproval of Uieir principles by the country^ the 
unoriiy is itseli wiaogUog as to what those 
irinciples are. 

The world has long known that they were 
livided on every question of domestic policy — 
hat their harmonious ranks included protection- 
Its and anU-proteetioniets. The last session 
xhibited great internal improvement bills passed 
iver the veto by Democratic votes, but still they 
loasted that on the slavery question — the shib- 
loleth of their faith— Democrats were every- 
vhere the same faithful friends of the southern 
Lnd northern rights — alone at the North worthy 
»f trust. TTujf passed the Kansas- act to vindi- 
ate the right of the South to enter Territories 
nth their alaveai Ukey« therefore) alone, are 
rorthy of aoutheni countenance! They have 
ming fVom the country the approval of the prin- 
iplea of thAt act; my have vindicated the 
quslity of the States; they have asserted the 
ight or the people of a Territory to frame their 
vn domestic institutions; and for these things 
be country has conferred power on them I 

Sir, the JEansas act was an enigma till read by 
lie light of tiie late election. What my opinions 
f it are is immaterial. I desire now to deal 
rith it hiitowic»Uy—U> deduce sbme eondusions 
ram the diMuosioa that haa rt^d aroaad me for 
10 long. 

The Kansas-Nebraska bill was introduced, it 
■ said, to vindicate the equality of the States, 
ind the right of the South to carry their slaves 
nto the Territories. Thtft act^conferred on the 
rsrritorial L^islatare power " over all proper 
nbjects of l^islntion;" and its framers, ror fear 
bat there might be one subject of legislation that 
raa withdrawn from their consideration, in ex- 
snding over them the laws of the United Slates, 
•id: " Excepting the law of 1890, whidi, being 
■KoniiBtent with the prineiplas of the legislation 
if 1850, is hereby declared uoperative and void, 
t being the true ulent and meaning of this act" 
-as if there might have been doulit in the mind 
if the country as to what that act intended to 
«nfer on the people — *< it being the intent of this 
ict to leave the people of the Territorr [ay, air, 
of the Territory'] perfectly free to form their 
>wn institutions to suit themaehreSt." Early in 
he last session of Congress it became apparent 
hat there was a diversity aa to the object and 
iffectofthatacL Aa the session progressed that 
Uvenity grew wider. Those same words were 
arried into the Demoeratie platform; they were 
arried into the discussions before the people; 
ud 1 now desire to ask, in thefiuse of gentlemen, 
iow &r there is any conformity of views between 
ihe two wings of the Democratic party? I aver 
It the outset that they are as widely divided as 
is the Republican party from the Democratic 
lAl^y, and upon exactly the sama queatton of 



eonatitutional power that lesta at the bottom of 
< the worda of the Eansas-Nebraska act. 

There can be no controversy* I presume, among 
gentlemen here as to this great fact, that the lan- 
guage of the Kansas-Nebraska act confers by 
grant, as the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stb- 
FHENsI so accurately described it this morning, 
upon tne people of the Territories all the le^sla- 
tive powers that Congress can confer; and aa the 
Constitution' says that "all legislative power 
herein granted is vested in the Congress, which 
shall consist of a Senate and Hoose of Re|»e- 
sentativea," it is plain that, unless the doctrine 
of squatter sovereignty aa expounded by the 
gentleman from Georgia be accurate, then thia 
Consresa has conferred all the power upoti the 
people of the Territories which can exist under 
the Constitution, and that they have, and can 
have, no power from any other source. Now the 
pindi arises. One set of gentlemen aa/, " Oh, 
that bill does not authorize the people of the Ter- 
ritories to exclude slavery." Another set of gen- 
tlemen say, "Oh, that bill does authorize the 
people to exclnde slavery." Then we have ex- 
planations from the southern wing of the party 
that it authorizes them to exclude it only when 
theycometoform their State constitution. " No," 
say Democratic gentlemen frornHhe North, " the 
language is universal; it authorizes the people of 
the Territories to exercise all legislative power 
consistent with the Constitution, and we say that 
they can exercise it rum, in their territorial condi- 
tion. As a mere question of legal interpretation, 
there con be no dispute as to the meaning of the 
words. There may arise a question whether 
Congress have power to confer that authority; 
but if Congress nave it, then uoquestiooably it 
has been conferred. 

There ia, therefore, a difference between the 
two wings of the Democratic party. It is not, 
Mr. Speaker, a mere differeiye of interpretation. 
It is not a mere dispute about the legal meaning 
of the words they have used. Iwis not a mere 
accident of legislation which a scratch of the pen 
could change. It is not something which noa 
been sprung upon them by accident, of which 
they had no notice befm iu arrival. But upon 
that most delicate of all questions— that one on 
which Uie minority boast themselves the special 
defenders of the South, and in reference to which 
they say their northern brethren are more fhith- 
ful than other gentlemen at the North — on that 
question, and not upon the interpretation of the 
language of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, there is 
a radical, inherent, profound difference, splitting 
them from top to bottom, as irreconcilable as any 
other diversity of party views that can be ex- 
hibited in the history of the Republic. It can- 
not be pushed aude as a mere diversity of opin- 
ion on the Eansaa-Nelwasfca act, because it is 
canUd back to the very foundation of the Con- 
stitution. And then we can understand, what, 
otherwise, perhaps, we might not so well be able 
to undeAtand, how it is that the northern gentle- 
men of the DiemocToUc party have supported the 
principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act, and have 
uniteun the election of a President. Why, Mr. 
Speaker, the propriety of that act was not sub- 
mitted to the people now at this election. That 
question was passed upon in the election of this 
Congress; and this side of the House gives the 
answer of the whde North as to whether it 
ought or ought not to have been passed. No one 
proposed its repeal, and the restoration of the 
compromise, but Mr. Dunn, and that was made 
a ground of attack by northern Democrats on 
Republicans. The question at the North was 
one of reprisal and retaliation, revenge and con- 
quest — not defense and restoration; and Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans only ai^ed the Question, 
which of the two best represented the North i» 
thai fionteit for the Territories. 

But then another question arose, whether there 
oould not be such an interpretation pat upon that 
act as would.enabte gentlemen at the North still 
to stand with Uie Democratic party, and cast their 
votes for the same man, although differing in 
principle and pursuing a policy not merely dif- 
ferent from, but hostile to, the purpose of the 
southern Democrats. Therefore itis, that while 
at the South we have heard a tuuTersal inter- 
preuUon that that act doei not eonfor npon—thiU 



there is no power in the people of a Territory to 
exclude slavery— and I speakTnow in the fiice of 
a great nmority of southern gentlemen who were 
active in the canvass, and who caiAorrect me if 
wrong — I say ther6 was a unanimous interpret- 
ation by Democratic gentlemen throughout the 
South as to the purpoee, meaning, and effect of 
the Kansas-Nebraska act — we can understand 
how it was that, while throughout the whole 
South that Ihw was doimed as a great southern 
triumph, not merely in point of principle, but ia 

Ktnt of policy ana fhct, as opening a hitherto 
ned territory to slavery, ana giving a chance 
for another slave State to reatore the disturbed 
equilibrium of the Unjon — as something to bind 
the South to the Democratic party forever for 
the greet boon conferred upon them, the Dem- 
ocrats of the North could say, " We will accept 
with them that measure, not that we would have 
dared to have voted for it — not that we would have 
dared to have advocated it; but now that the thing 
is done and cannot be undone, preferring the Dem- 
ocratic party to any other party, and seeing their 
strength at the South, we are willing to aid that 
party at Uie South, and are wilting to adopt the 
principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act — with a 
glou, yielding none of our principles, not admit- 
ting, for a single instant, that Congress has not the 
■power to legislate upon the subject of slavery in 
the Territones— not breathing such a suggestion, 
yet we are willing to abide by the principles of 
the Kansas-Nebraska act as we ihail interpret it," 
How interpret it ? "It is the best measure for 
freedom: it breaks down ail the compromises; it 
leaves the question open; it confers legislative 
power upon the people of the Territory. We will 
agree that ih^ people of a Territory nave power 
over the question of slavery. You will never 
hear of another slave State: we will make Kansas 
a free State; and therefore we are willing to abide 
by the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
because, although it ought not to have been 
passed, it perhaps will do no harm. While our 
southern brethren say it is a southern triumph, 
we will claim it as a northern one. That will 
enable us to maintain our position at the North 
in the party, and give us the full advantage of our 
overwtielmiu power to vote slavery from tho 
Territories. Why, sir, in more than one hand- 
bill, and in more than one newspaper, how many 
it boots not to inquire, it has been seen — yea, I 
have seen with my own eyes, in Pennsylvania 
and New York, Republicana taunted by Demo- 
crats with being opposed to freedom for having 
voted for Dunn's bill. 1 saw in more than one 
place — in more than one handbill — proclaimed, 
"Buchanan, Breckinridge, and Free Kansna!" 
and the result of the coUoquy which took place 
upon this floor between two gentlemen from Illi- 
nois the other day, shows how for authoritiea 
can agree as to wnat position was assumed by 
the Democratic party in that State. 

I have nowhere nere heard it asserted that it 
was anywhere maintained as an accepted dogma 
of that party at tho North, that Congress had no 
power over the question of slavery, in the Terri- 
tories; that tho people had no jwwer over it in 
the Territories', toat the people ought not to ex- 
clude slavery from the Territory orEju)sas;that 
they wera opposed to- the people doing it; and 
unless there oe gentlemen Who can reconcile and 
Justify all those things, then there is as great 
and wide a gulf in point of policy, as there is in 
point of constituttoosl principle, between the 
Democrats of the North and the Democrats of 
Uie South. For what matters it to the Sout^ 
that Congress shall not interfere if another in- 
strument is substitiited which will interfere f 
Is it more humiliatiitf to the South to have a 
line of foir division, like that of 1820, giving part 
to the South and part to the North— a line and 
boundary of peace forever established here by 
the Congress of the United States — than to be 
radaly expelled by' a eongreaa of Kansas squat- 
ters i—hen, where she is represented by her elo- 
quent sons; In the Senate, where she is protected 
by her equal vote; by the President, armed with 
Uie veto against all oppression — rather than there 
where she is not represented, has no voice and no 
vetof Or are hdr intereste more likely to be 
tenderiy dealt with by the rude bsckwoodaman 
or the European red npuUicai^^rJf ^ JO<bU 
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be excluded, ie it so much more to her taste, or 
doea it better comport with her di^tVi that a 
fbw nunblineemignuiti get togetherin alog cabin 
hj oar anuority— av, nnder that bidwark of 
southern rif hta, the Kanaaa act — and to improTe 
tfie price of land proclaim that alaTery ehall not 
exist — that at the line a man, in a hunting shirt, 
with a rifle on his ahoulder and a bowie knife at 
his belt, shall flaunt a blotched copy of the Wil- 
mot proviBO in the Ihce of the southern emigiant, 
and bid him back m the name of the squatter 
kings— than that here, on solemn consultation, 
such partition be made that peace, and not war, 
^BUiT reign in the Republic? Does that mode of 
■e wiqg tha matter touch tiie diniity of the South 
less; or rather does it not toocfi'it more? Or is 
Justice more or less likely to be done ? 

" Oh, but it's of no consequence at all,*' say 
the gentlemen from Tennessee and South Caro- 
lina, " for if the people are opposed to slavery 
^ey won't protect it!" Indeed! thenitiaonly 
mors apparent that the only point of agreement 
between Uie northern and Bonthem Democrats is 
in the feet that directly or indirectly, by law or 
without law, they both admit Blavenr may be 
excluded. One would suppose the South had 
small faror to be grateful for. A right withouta 
remedy is the lawyer's absurditv; yet for Ms the 
country has been brought to tne rerge of civil 
war! 

Prostrated in one efibrt, they try their Hmpisg 
logic on another. Their ment and unity consist 
in their assertion of the equality of the States and 
the right of the people of a Temtory to form their 
own domestic institutions — the mnciples of the 
acts of 1850 violated by that of 1830, and restored 
and reinaugurated by the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
its vivifyine principle. 

Sir, the President libeled the living, and hu 
friends rob the dead to cover his nakedness. The 
Tery purpose and principle of the act of 1830 were 
to vindicate the equality of the Slates, and the 
right of the people to form their own constitution 
without control; it was signed by Mr. Monroe for 
that very reason-, and they doubly blunder in law 
and history when under pretmie of those prind- 
plea they repeat it. 

The acts of 1650 inaugurated no new princi- 
ple. They were acts of compromise— ^vingimd 
taking,like that of 18S0— wisely suited to the sru- 
enl necesiUy, leaving unrepealed the laws or the 
central Government of Mexico, and, if Congress 
could psas them, in fbll force as laws of Congress 
—just as the French and Spanish laws were left 
in full for^e in Florida and Louisiana, when re- 
pealed north of 36° 30' by the act of 1890. 

If the acts of 1650 provided for the admission 
of States with or without slavery as the people 
might prefer, then that was the very principle 
consecrated forever as the law of the Kepublic, 
by the act of 1830; for the one purpose of the law 
of 1820 was to divide the territory between the 
North and the South, and by the same authority 
to make one part slave ana the other port free 
territory, while a Territory; and the other thing 
nettled iR that law— and from that day down to 
theKansas-Nebraskaact never assailed or contro- 
verted by any party known to the history of the 
Republic, and remaining now the accepted and 
conceded lav of the Constitution everywhere, 
except among a few wild Abolitionists of Uie 
Garrison and Beecher school — was, that the peo- 
ple of tiie Territory coald, and alone could, frame 
their own institutions when they come to form 
their State constitution; and that Congress could 
neither impose a condition precedent, nor bind 
by a compact their absolute, sovereignty over the 
matter. The efibrt in the Missouri contest was to 
place an inhibition on the State of Missouri — to 
cause the people of that Territory to provide spe- 
cially in their constitution against the existence of 
slavery. It was that which was voted down- 
voted aown,as I have said before, on the immortal 
areuraent of William Pinckney, of Maryland, 
who then stood as Maryland would always have 
her sons to stand, defending the constitutional 
rights of the weaker against the aggressions of 
the stronger; whose words of glory, vindicating 
the absolute eqnalitjr of the states against the 
usurpation of the tTnited States, form ue fit pre- 
lude to that sqful oigament of the man of Mos- 
saehnsetu, who, ten yean sAer, maintained the 



supremacy of the United States against the. en- 
croachments of the States. Qn those Cyclopean 
foundations have ever reatad, and still unshaken 
rest, those two pillars of the Constitution, the 
absolute and inalienable equality of the States in 
their sovereigi;) functions, and the equallv abso- 
lute supremacy of the United States witnin the 
sphereof their conceded powers; the one unques- 
uoned except by the Democrats of the State- 
rights and secession school, the other never vio- 
lated except — by whom? — by the Democratic 
party in their Texas resolutions, which imposed, 
carelessly or deliberately, but expressly, upon 
future Stales — ^yes. States by name and not by 
imidieation — tiie very inhibition whkh Pinckney 
and Clsyexduded from the slatnie-book by the 
act of 1820 — the gentiemen of that party who now 
impeach that great act, and its great authors, of 
violating the equality of the States, and invading 
the right of the people to form their own consti- 
tutions; for, unless the act of 1890 did thoee Mm, 
the Kansas act is i^imelm md mmlm. Sr, 
art they not content to have polled down ihe mon- 
ument, and decorate themselves with its rifled 
trophies, without staining the memory of the 
great dead with the reproach of Uw very thing 
they prevented others from doing? 

But, they say, if there be dmereaess, yet we 
agree id this — not to agitate the question j« Cm^ 
gre»— fbrsooth where uneir divisions are inconve- 
niently visible, and bring scandal at the South — 
but to refer it to the TetritorieSt where the two 
vringseanprivatelyfightitout! Howwillthetwo 
divisions of the minority sUenoe the nu^iority? 
Or is the President's nsMsage an illustration tjS 
their silence ? or do they expect the North to 
keep silence before it? or are they ignorant that 
they would die of silence in a year } 

These were not the purposes of the Kansas 
act, Mr. Speaker, in my opinion. [ think it was 
an electioneering maneuver. That has beeoi, at 
least, its effect, and its only effect. To the South 
it has secured neither a Territory, nor a State, 
nor a constitutional principle, nor peace. Its 
authors tear each other about its meaning, and 
pursue diamebically opposite purposes under its 
cover. They have accoiriplished nothii^ but to 
reopen a dangenms agitation — to brine them- 
selvea into hopeless miiKmty, crippled byinlemal 
divisions. . 

There is another lesson tan^t by this election. 
The Democratic party has ceased to tie a homo- 
geneous body. It is bound together by no-unity 
of principle. It ia a conglomerate of incongruous 
materials — Whigs, and State-rights men, and 
SecessiomBt8,ana Democrats, and Anti-Nebraska 
Democrats, and Free-Kansas Democrats, and 
Free-ScHlers, and Union men — not a Mosaic, for 
that is a work of art^but huddled together by 
the confusion of the conflict. The IriMi brigade 
stood firm, and saved them from afinihilation; 
and the foreign recruits in Pennsylvania turned 
the fate of the day. They have elected Jay these 
foreigners, by a minority of the American people, 
a President to represent their divisions I 

The first levee of President Buchanan will be a 
curious scene. He is a quiet, simple, feir-spoken 
gentleman, versed in the bypaths and indirect 
crooked ways whereby he met this crown, and 
he will soon know how uneasy it sits upon bis 
head. Some fiiture Walpole may detail tne curi- 
ous greetings, the unexpected meetings, the cross 
purposes, and shocked prejudices of the gentle- 
men who cross that threshold. Some honest 
Democrat of the South will thank God for the 
Union-preserved. A gentleman of the disuniontst 
school will congratulate the President on the de- 
feat of Mr. Fillmore, whose quiet Administration 
might have postponed the inevitable day. The 
slavery propagandist will vaunt hia triumph over 
the unwieldy North, and boast of conquered 
Kansas; while the northern gentleuMn will whis- 
per ** Buchanan, Breckinridge, «uid Woe Kansas" 
in the presidential ear, and beg without scandal the 
confirmation of their hopes. Some Whig will 
remind him of the Califbmia letter, and e:Dict the 
^cific railroad at his hands; while the striot- 
constniction Democrat will execrate the usurpa- 
tion, and cast sinister innuendoes against the mail 
whidi would not reveal its contents this side tiie 
Pacific. Pennsylvania will be touehlng in the 
cause of iron, and {rieaid the msiitB of tho Ortober 
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election; white Democrats from the Sontfa and 
West plot the treason of free railroad iron, and 
carefully adjust the loss and gain in votes. The 
Osteod naniAsto will be les^ctiuUy spoken of, 
and a northern and southetn Democrat in a cor^ 
ner will nicely balance firee trade against a stave 
State, and suggest that an imprudent ateamer 
may favor the opi^cation of the principles of the 
manifesto, the President the while repeating to 
some enthusiastic Proe-Soiler his lesolution of 
1819, to "^venttfaeexistenceofdarery in any 
of the Territories or i$lat« which «mji it enettd 

But how to divide the spoils among this motley 
craw— ah t there's tiie rub. There are gentlemen 
who have united fVom every creed and evenr party, 
and who make up this conglomerate of the pres- 
ent .Democmtic party, having dianged no princi- 
j[>Ies, still holding jealouslv tne position of^ allies, 
not being unbodied into the party but maintain- 
ing their own individuality. Sir, 1 envy not the 
nice and delicate scales which must distribute ths 
patronjige amid the jarring elements at that eoa- 
glomerate — as fierce against each other as elnbs 
m cards ars against spades — which must decide 
whether the gentlemen of the Whig party who 
only acted as allies should be received and accepted 
as candidates for high office; whether gentiemen 
of the Free-Soil school should ait down v^tth gen- 
tlemen of tiie Cincinnati school; whether the past 
shall be rata toMa, or the criterion of acceptance 
or exclusion. There will be required a nice dis- 
crimination and a carefbl adjustment by some 
sktiKul BeeountsMt in party polities, in that curi- 
ous chancery for the distriDution of the spoils, to 
determine the shares of northern Democrats who 
were fkithful,butfhi1ed,and northern Free-Soilets 
who were heretics, but usefbl; of the Whig con- 
vert and the Whig ally; ot Whig gentiemen of 
name— leaden who left Uieir followers in their 
transition; of Whig leaden in States where they 
woe zealous but not needed, and tn States where 
they were zealous and needed, but powerless. 
And long ere this can be adjusted the clamors 
the foreign l^ion will add to tiie interwt of the 
scene— 4he vinon of King Oooige^ judgment 
over again — 
" Thtn crashed ■ ■tardy ostti orstoot loba Ban, 

Who damned Kwmj bia tyet w bentotare. 

Here Faddy brunod by Juiu. What% yodr wall t 

The temperate Scot excUhned. 

Aod mid the wur the voice of JonadiBB was heard to 
exprcH, 

Our Prasident>t foiof 10 war I gaesi." 

They may not be dinegarded,for but for then 
Pennsylvania was lost, and with it the day. Yet 
what will satisfy those indispensable allies, now 
conscious of their power? That, sir, is the ex* 
act condition of tiunga iriiieh will be found in 
the ante-chamber — exorbitant demands, limited 
means, irreconcilable divisions, suife, disunion, 
disBoiution — whenever the President shall have 
taken the solemn oath of oflicc and darkened the 
doors of the While House. 

And there are lessons taught to the Repub- 
lican gentlemen «f tills House, as well as to the 
Democrats. They have been tat^t that great 
as was the wrong; blundering as was the policy 
of the Kansas and Nebraska act; earnest as are 
the northern people against tiie extension of 
slavery; resolved as they are tiiat no mora slave 
territory diall be added to tills Union, they have 
likew^ shown that tiiere is still one principle 
which they will not sanction. They will not 
sanction a merely secttonal'caovnss for the Pres- 
idency, nor intrust with the Government a party 
whose whole power is confined to one half tlw 
States, irimtever their purpose may be. They 
wilt not sanction retaliation as tiie spirit in which 
vn-ong is to' be redressed; they will not allow 
wrongs committed by a party of the South and 
of the North to be visiua on ali their southern 
brethren, norsanctien retaliation as a fit politick 
remedy. They have netded the policy, that if ' 
wrong has been done, reciprocal wrong is not 
redress. They have pot the seal of their con- 
demnation on revere as a principle of legis- 
lation, and have refused letters of marque and 
reprised against the South tot wrong tt^aug done* 
and requiring theeemedy to be pursued by other 
means than a raid against soulnern institutions. I 
Hiey think tiiat tfio evils of civil war aie greater j 
than IIm «itb «f anoAsr skve taniimr; Qie 
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policy of the RepabUean i^rW , Tfbilo it did not 
jaitUy , did tend to kindle dTil They hare 
rcMlved that there ehall be no ettein^t tp grasp 
the imom of power on piinciDlea vhich tend to 
exclude ereiy lonUieni centleinan from ofSce, 
and necessitata a deeinoD oy ths country of the 
^reat question whether one hidf the people of 
the Union will be eoverned by the other half — 
for that wu the omy praefwot revalt of the aac- 
ceas of the Repubhcan party. Hooeet tboueh 
their parpoae may have been— as deroted to the 
Union as the friends of Mr. Buchanan, thairpo- 
aition was unaocial, and their eucceaa dangeroua. 

The great arpuneat at the South haa been — and 
there ia no Damocratie gentleinan here who has 
not heard it* and I will venture to aay there are 
rery few who have not used it— the arpiment 
everywhere used at the South was, that it was a 
{Question of independence, and not of administra- 
tion; that it was a question, not whether tfae ma- 
jority ahouldrule, according to the great constitu- 
tional princi pie, but whether a majority obtained 
under the forms of the Constitution, in such a man- 
ner aa practically excluded alt southern gentlemen 
from a participation in the condaet of a^ra, ought 
tobeaubmittedto? Notthat^rewerenoflwnda 
of Mr. Fremont to fiD the offiees^fbr hit fifteen hun- 
dred Totes woald pretty lirell answer that purpose; 
nor thit there waa any reason which peremptorilr 
forbade any one from accepting office, thougn 
inclined ao to do; noi* that, in point of fact, it 
was at all certain that there could not be found 
men enough who would fill Uiem — northern emi- 
grants would fblfill that condition; but because 
the condition on which alone »ny party can fitly 
and safely be intrusted with the Government, ib 
the posaessionof power and friends enough cverjh 
i^iere to carry on the Ooremraant with the men 
f^the State to be governed— ao that a domeatie 
government shall not assume the form of a for- 
e^n domination . Instruments of any power mav 
always everywhere be found; but office in sucn 
handspartakesofthenatureofdespotism:andsucb 
men alone were at the disposal of the Republican 
party in one half the States of the Union. They 
would doubtless have tendered high office to men 
of high position in the South; but ibeconditionpre- 
cedent of conformitr of political views and pnnci- 
ples was wanting. They could not aid in forming 
an Administratfen to whose crmtion and whose 
policy they were radically opposed. Thus prac- 
tically the Republican party must have employed 
southern men who represented no body of south- 
era supporters, or northern men, to conduct the 
Government; and that is what is meant by a 

Eurely sectional party — their radical and incura- 
le defect. They, by the simple statement of 
their position, confined themselves to the free 
States. Equal candor would have equally con- 
£ned the Democratic parly to the southern States; 
for the objects and principles of the southern 
Demoeiatfl fbond) ao far aa I can ■ee* no sup- 
porters ilk the North. They owe their little re- 
maining power there to a common name and an 
ambiguous resolution covering a radical hostility 
of purpose and principle; but honestly or not, 
they fulfilled that indispensable condition of car- 
rying on the Government, that in most of^the 
northern States there were a minority content to 
vote tar the candidate of the coalition of the 
northern and southern Democrats, and to be 
■ilent about their diSerencea — the sole distinction 
between the aectionaduHn of the Democrat and the 
aectioDaliam of the Republican. 

The great leaaon ia taught by thia election that 
bodi the parties which rested their hopes on sec- 
tional hostility, stand at this day condemned by 
the great majority of the country, as common 
disturbers of the public peace of the country. 

The Republican party was a hasty levy, en 
SMMc, of tne northern people to repel or revenge 
an iotruaion by northern votes alone. With its 
oceasioa it must pass away. The gentlemen of 
the Republican side of the House can now do 
nothing. They can pass no kw exduding sla- 
very from BuuiaasintnaiKXtCongreaa— for they 
are tn a minority. Within two years Eanana must 
be a State of the Union. She will be admitted with 
orwithout slavery, as her people prefer. B(^ond 
Kansas there is no question that is practically 
«pen. I speah to practical men. Sbvery does 
not exist in uiy other Territory— it ia excluded 



by law from aeveral, and not likely to exist any- 
where; and the Republican party has nothing to 
do, and can do nothing. It has no fbtore. Why 
cumbers it the ground?' 

Between these two stand the firm ranks of the 
American |>arty, thinned by desertions, but still 
unshaken. To them the eye of the country turns 
in hope. The gentleman from Georgia saluted 
the northern Democrats with the title of heroet — 
who swam vigorously down the current. The 
man of the American party faced, in each sec- 
tion, the sectional madness. They would cry 
neither free nor slave Kansas; but proposed a 
mfe administration of the laws, before which 
every right would find protecUon. Their voice 
was drowned amid the din of factions. The men 
of the North would have no moderation, and they 
have paid the penalty. The American party 
elected a majority of this House: had they of the 
North held fast to the great American principle of 
silence on the negro ({Ucation,and, firmly refusing 
to join either agitation, Ptood by the American 
candidate, they would not now bo writhing, 
crushed beneath an utter overthrow. If they 
would now destroy the Democrata, they can do it 
only by returning to the American party. By it 
alone can a part3r be created strong at the South 
as well as at the North. To it alone belongs a 
principle accepted wherever the American name 
IS heard — the same at the North as at the South, 
on the Atlantic or the Pacific shore. It alone is 
free from sectional a£Bliations at either end of the 
Union which would cripple it at the other. Its 
principle is silence, peace, and compromise. It 
abides by the existing law. It allows no agita^ 
tion. It maintains the present condition of affairs. 
It asks no change in any Territory, and it will 
eountenance no agitation for the a^randizement 
of uthar section. Though thousands fell off in 
the day of trial — allured by ambition, or terrified 
by fear — at the North and at the South, carried 
away by the torrent of fanaticism in one part of 
the Union, or driven by the fierde onset of the 
Democrats in another, who shook southern insti- 
tutions by the violence of their attack, and half 
waked the sleeping negro by painting the Repub- 
lican as his liberator, iliH a mUim ^ men, on 
the gnat dm, in the fiiee <^ both factiotu, hermeaity 
r^fuied to eme the knee to either Boat. They 
knew the necesaitiee of the times, and they set 
the example of sacrifice, that others might profit 
by it. Tney now stand the hope of the nation, 
around whose firm ranks the shattered elements 
of the great majority may rally and vindicate the 
right of the matority to rule»-and of the native of 
the land to make the law of the land. 

The reeent election has developed, in an aggra- 
vated fonn,every evil against which Uie American 
party protested. Again in the war of domestic 
parues, Republican and Democrat have rivaled 
each other in bidding foe the foreign vote to 
turn the balance of a domestic election. For* 
eign allies have deeided the Government of the 
country— men naturalized in thousands on the 
eve of the election — eagerly struggled for by com- 
peting parties, mad witli secuonat Airy, and 
grasping any instrument which would prostrate 
their opponents. Again, in the fierce struggle for 
supremacy, men have forgotten the ban which 
the Republic puts on the intrusion of religiousin- 
fiuenee on tlie political arena. These infiuencea 
have brought vast multitudes of foreign-born dti- 
zens to the poll^ignorant of American interests, 
without American feelings, influenced by foreign 
sympathies, to vote on American affairs; and 
those votes have, in point HfJ^iet, accomplished 
thepresent result. 

Tne high mission of the American is to restore 
the influence of the interests of the people in the 
conduct of affairs — to exclude appeals to foreign 
birth or religious feeling aa elements of power m 
politics; to silence the voice of sectidnal strife — 
not by joitun^ either sedion, but by recalling the 
people from a profitless and madaening contro- 
versy which aids no interest, and shakes the 
foundation not only of the common industry of 
the people, but of the Republic itself; to lay a 
storm amid whose fury no voice can be heara in 
behalf of the industrial interests of the country, 
no evs can watch and guard the foreign policy 
of the Government, till our ears may be opened 
by the crash of foreign war waged for purposM 



of political and party ambition, in the name, but 
not by the anthority nor for ute intereata, of tba 
Amencan people. 

Retum, then, Americans of ti^North, front 
the ]>aths of error to which in an evil hour fierco 
passions and indignation have seduced you, to 
the sound pontion of the American party — silence 
on the slavery agitation. Leave the Territories 
as they are— to the operation of natural causes. 
Prevent aggression by excluding from power the 
stressors, and there will be no more wrong to 
redress. Awake the national spirit to the danger 
and degradation of having the balance of power 
held by foreigners. Recall the wariungs of 
Washington against foreign influence— here in 
our midst — wielding part of our sovereignty; and 
with these sound words of wisdom let us recall 
the people from paths of strife and error to guard 
their peace and power; and when once the mind 
of the people is turned from the slavery agitation, 
that parly which waked the agitation will cease' 
to have power to disturb the peace of the land . 

This is tfae great mission of the American 
party. The first condition of soccess is to pre- 
vent the Administration from having a iqajority 
in the next CoiuTeas; for, with that, the agitation 
will be reanmea for very different objects. The 
Ostend manifesto is foil of warning; find they 
who stm^Ie over Kansas may wuce and' find 
themselves in the midst of an agitation compared 
to which that of Kansas was a summer's sea; 
whose instruments will be, not words, but the 
sword. 

THB PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
• 

SPEECH HON. D. BARCLAY, 

• OF PENIfSTLTAmA, 

Ix THB HonSE OF RBPEKiaVTaTIVnS, 

/smwry 7. 1857. 

lite quMtkn of referriflctlM Ptesidsnt^ Hesnie to lbs 

Conuuiuee of the Whole on Um aHU of Itae Union bekig 
under conaiderailoii— 

Ml'. BARCLAY said: 

Mr. Spiaker; I would be unjust to myself did 
I not say that I approach this subject with diffi- 
dence. It has been argued with so much clear- 
ness and eojgeney of reasoning, that perhaps little 
remains to m said. Still, it is due to a lai^ por- 
tion of my constituency to state why 1 cannot 
agree to this motion — why I cannot consent to 
print this document. I would observe due cour- 
tesy to the President of the United States, and to 
his official communications to this House. This 
one, however, is of a character so extraordinary 
that \he passage of the usual motion to print 
would be,' in my judgment, if not criminal, at 
least highly censurable. I do not object,, sir, to 
its being scattered broadcast over the land, for, I 
believe, with the poison it carries the antidote. 
The only effect it can have upon the country wiU 
be to increase, if that were possible, the contempt 
against its au^orand the disgust with his degra- 
dation. But / would not dignify it by passing 
this motion; / would not sanction, or appear to 
sanction, its misrepresentations, by sending it to 
the public printer; / would only have it dignified 
by Bending it to some obscure and dusty comer 
of one of the vaults beneath us, where it might 
possibly find congenial compajiy. But, sir, as it 
has gone forth with the sanction of a codrdinata 
branch of the Qovernment, it should not pass into 
the current history of the times without meeting 
from the Repreaantativea of the people such de- 
nunciation oa it deservea. As one of those Rep- 
resentatives, I propose now to enter my protest 
against it; and in doing so, I shall endeavor to bs 
as brief as possible. 

What is the position of the President? Elected 
with great unanimity by a confiding people, under 
the most solemn pledges to frown upon any at- 
tempt in Congress, or out of it, to reopen agita" 
tion on the slavery question, the Chief Magistrate 
waa acaroely warm in his seat before that conft> 
dence which they reposed in him was violated; 
his pledges wore broken, and he launched out 
into the boisterous ocean of agitation. 

The first leading measure of his administration 
waa the repeal of £c Missouri compromise; and, 
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that klone, ma thuauie of the ^neral sg;itation. 
Thai unneeeMary, reekteaa— indeed I may say 
iniquitous — attiBUre, struck the very heart of 
Democracy iVthe firee States with terror. The 
nation beheld that compromise, which had been 
maintaioed and respected — ay,renMcfcd, for more 
than thirty years, rudely assailed, and ita time- 
hfdlowed li^menls torn asunder. The people 
saw the evits, which the North was ao sohcitous 
to avoid, brought upon the country in defiance 
of the popular will. They saw tbeir confidence 
basely beuayed. They dared to remonstrate; 
with the just indignation of freemen they de- 
nounced such a usurpation of power. Ita chief 
aothoia, aiders, and abettors, were execrated 
wherever haman r^hts were cherished or polit- 
ical honesty respected. From the Aroetook to 
the Mississippi was heard but one voice— that of 
condemnation. Ay, sir, that voice reached ths 
White House and caused ita miserable incumbent 
to tremble like a convicted criminal. Meanwhile 
the Cincinnati Convention assembled. With the 
assurance of a hardened highwayman, the Pres- 
ident bold ly p resented himself there for a renom- 
ination. Wnen he got there — like some old and 
broken down horse that has fulfilled the measure 
of his days, and done his master's bidding — he 
was eooHy turned out to grass. Aijd while that 
eonvenUoo, by ita acu, in the moat unmistakable 
manner, repudiated Uie President, yet by its 
words it indorsed the measures and policy of his 
administration. So singular was the eneet of 
*' the cohesive power of public plunder!" 

But now, sir, his hopes being blasted , indignant 
at imaginary wrongs, and goaded by mortified 
Tanity, the Executive, foi^tful of his high posi-* 
tion, under the shield of pretended consututional 
obligation, takes occasion to attack, and arraign 
as IraUort to the country, citizens who are quite 
as iDteUijteot, if not as patriotic and honest, as he 
is himseff. NeitheraglBinorint^rity of purpose 
through a long life, nor eminent services, nor 
nndeviating devotion to the country, seems to 
afford any protection against the malignant as- 
saults of the President. All who would not bend 
their knees, and worship Baal, are included in 
his sweeping censures. How is it, sir ? Has 
that distiOEuished man — who even now resides 
near the bminds of this District, and whoae well- 
spent life has been devoted to the advancement 
of his country's interest; who enjoyed for years, 
as none elsa ever enjoyed , the esteem , the devoted 
friendship, the conndence, of the great and im- 
mortal Jaiekson — haa&e, now grown gray in years, 
indeed become a Irdlor.' Thai man who so long 
led the van of the Democratic armvi and whose 
burning words of patriotism thrilled through that 
mighty host, and gave enei^ to every arm, is 
he now engaged in destroying the very work 
which ^his best days were consecrated to accom- 
plish f * Can it be believed that those venerable 
men who grace the Senate Chamber, and many 
of these honorable Representatives here, that they 
baye conspired to tear down the bulwarks of the 
nation? Who believes iif Are there any so 
•tupid and silly as to think that not only the 
hundreds and thousands, but hundreds of thou- 
sands of upright, peaceful, law-abidbg citizens, 
have arrayed themselves against the laws and 
Constitution of their country, and are madty 
rushing on to civil war and its attendant horrors? 
Who belieres it? The Pieudent hesitates not to 
declare it; he hesitates not to declare, what he 
must have known,at thetimehe penned it, to be 
destitute of the shadow of foundation. 

The Exeeative charges upon the supporters of 
Mr. Fr€mont, in the recent election, the ulterior 
design of disunion and civil war. I will read his 
language: 

" Well kaowtng tb&t micb, and lach onlrt are the mean* 
and the comequenceiof tbev plans and purpnaea, ibejrea- 
deavor to prepwu the people of the United Siuei for civU 
vntf bf dolu everntiinf In tlidr power to deprive the Con- 
Rituinui an tbe tawiormonlaailiority.aiHi lo nndannlne 
IfaeraAricorthe Union." 

Sir, is this the truth? Have those, who saw 
proper, in using the elective franchise, to exercise 
their own judgment, and the independence to obey 
its dictates — have they rendered themselves justly 
liable to the imputation of the Freaident? What 
have the friends of Mr. Fr€mont done " to de- 

grive the Constitation and laws of moral author^ 
jt" WUt "to Biriewnine tha fabric of Uie 
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United States?" What "to prepare the people 
for civil war?" Their light has not been hidden 
under a bushel. Their acts and declarations have 
not been confined to a* comer. Sir, they have 
been seen and known of all meli. Tell me, then, 
wherein that large and patriotic body of men are 
justly liable to such a cnarge ! It is a gross cal- 
umny. There cannot be found one act, not even 
one uiorcl, of that party, as a party, to warrant 
his denunciation. 
How does the President justify it? He says: 

" Pretending to sbek onljr to prevent the ipresd of the 
fnatiinlion of aUvety Into tlie prewnt or fntdre tnctaoate 
Btatet of the Union, lti«7 are really Inflamed with deaiia to 
change the domevtic inatitatloiu of existing States." 

This is the declaration of the President, and 
he proves it by Franklin Pierce ! ! donbt the 
credibility of the witness. Common justice would 
require that the Republican party should only be 
judged by its owiMcts and declarations, instead 
of the* declarations of a malicious prosecutor. 
What did the FrCmontmen say? How did they 
define their position on this question ? As some 
gentlemen seem to have foigotten it, 1 will re- 
fresh their recollection. Speaking of the slave 
interest, they say — and I quote from the first 
authoritative document published by that party: 

" We acknowledge that it is large and powerful— that in 
the States where It exists, it is entiUed, under Uie Consti- 
tution, like all other local intereus, to immunity ftom the 
intfliftrence of the General Oovemmeat, and that it must 
neseBsariljrexerelie, ihrongh Its leprosentatlvei, aeoaiid- 
erable ibue of pollticsl pow«r.» 

This is what the Fremont men said. Yet, ac- 
cording to the Qresident, *' they seek an object 
which they well know to be a revolutionary one." 
They design to destroy State sovereignty, and 
to subvert the General Government! Did ever 
before such a bald, naked misstatement emanate 
from any Chief Magistrate ? It only shows the 
depth of degradation to whicb the present one has 
descended. He, a mere executive, the servant 
of the people, turns dictator, and then arraigns 
as knaves nurteen hundred thousand noble and 
virtuous men, who only desire to see equal justice 
done — to see the Government administereo as it 
was by that long line of Democratic Presidenta 
who have gone to rest with their fathers. 

That is not all. He charges the northern peo- 
ple with endeavoring to steal negroes from their 
masters, and then doing all in their power " to 
prevent their extradition when rechiimed accord- 
ing to law." This the President claims to be an 
act of aggression on the South. It might be so 
considers if it were the truth. But it is not true. 
The people of the Iforth have never attempted, 
either to fhcilitate the escape of persons hud to 
service in the southern States, nor have they, as 
a people, attempted to prevent their extradition. 
And the President could not have been ignorant 
of the fact. Why, then, does he lend the weight 
of his official position to circulate a slander? 
Why does he attempt to stimulate that feeling 
of hostility which now unfortunately exists 
among many in the South against the northern 
people? VCb evidently has a hope — a forlorn 
nope, 1 am sure it is — that some balmy southern 
breeze may yet scatter the sands from his politi- 
cal tomb, and revive or resuscitate, perhaps, the 
decaying bones that lie within it. 

Ano^er act of aggreaaion on the part of the 
North— 80 declares this most- truthful (?) docu- 
ment — was the refusal to extend " the restrictive 
geographical line" — the Presidttt does not like 
to say "Missouri compromise line" — through 
the territory acquired by the United States from 
Mexico. As if my neighbor and I agree to keep 
up a partition fence through lands which we now 
hold, and I subsequently refuse to make such an 
arrangement as to after acquired property, I be- 
come an aggressor upon him ! The proposition 
is simply an absurdity. But because of this re- 
fusal of the North, this " restrictive line ceased 
to have any binding virtue I" Because I decline 
to execute a second and distinct contract with 
my neighbor, the one sealed becomes worthless 1 
The logic of the President is about as correct as 
his statement of facts is truthful. The Missouri 
compromise line began and ended with the Louis- 
iana purchase. It was complete in itself; and 
how the mere' refusal to extend a similar line 
through the territoiy acquired fh>m Mexico eould 
■ffeetthe ** binding virtae" of the line through 
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the Louisiana purchase, I leaiv to saeh asisu 
minds as the President appears to have, to de- 
termine. 

Then, with the facility of a harlequin, 
ehangei his poaition, and dedarfif the reatricUTE 
line to have been aneonslimtional. If it weiv as, 
t&of could not justify Pvmiefiak. The Preaidest 
says: 

" In a long series of deeitioM, on the lUleM argmaear, 
and after Uw most dellttente considentioa, tbe SnpRse 
Court of the UnUed Btates has finally deiennined tbis pnnt 
la every Ibrm under wbteh th« qoestioa coaM aiw, i 
whether as aflbeting public or privaw rigbta, in qoenKs 
ofthe public doouia, of KllgfoB, ofaavintiaa, ud of so-- I 
vitude." 

I may be proclaiming my own i^orance; be;, 
sir* I have seen no such decision — oever eves 
heard of one; and I think I am aaft in saving k 
deeisbn as to the unconstitutionality of tne *' te- 
Btrictive line" has ever yet been made by tie 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

The gentleman from Geuigia [Mr. Srsntrxi' 
told us yesterday, that the result of the elecuo:: 
shows that the country has sancdoned the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise, indorsed the prin- 
ctples of the Kansas-Nebraska bill — as under- 
stood, I presume, by the South — and are satisfied 
with throwing open all the Territories to \ht 
peculiar instiuition. My coUeagoe in the Sen- 
ate [Mr. &GLBB] eivea it as his opinion, that the 
result proves that Mr. Bnehanan is to be the nex: 
Prendent, notwithstanding hia minority vote of 
near half a million. "The S^ceeutive thinks that— 

" It Is imposilble to misuprdieiid tbe gnat priacntai 
wUeh, by their lacent pollttcal acHoa, tba people eT ito 
Uolud States have •anetiaiwd aad aiiBoaaeed." 

Here that Amclionaryi like Peter Pindar's 
Magpie, 

" Peeps knowingly Into a msrrow-booe." 

He discovers that " they have asserted tbe coBfti- 
tutionat equality of eacn and all the States of the 
Union as States." Was that an issue in theUa 
campaign? I think it was not. What party hsi 
ever denied the constitutional equality of 
States? None. The party which aiipported Blr. 
Fremont certainly did not. Again, the President 
says: 

" They have BlBraed tbe coastitmloaal emnlity of tatt 
Bad aU the chlseoi <rftbe Halted StstSi as eMseM." 

Have they? What constitutes citizenriiipl 
Birth and domicile, domicile ana naturalizaiioa. 
Thousands of negroes were born ariU now resiiie 
in this country, and they are citizens. Hence :t 
has been determined that they ore entitled to cc>d- 
stitutional equality with the white men ! Wai 
this the issue with you, gentlemen ofthe South? I 
Is Ais one of tbe great principles determined bj ' 
the elecdon of Mr. Buchanan) 

*' They have maintained," the President says, i 
'* the inviolability of the constitutional rietii of 
the difF&rent sections of the Union. " Wheii. I 
ask him and his apologista and defendwa on th» 
floor, when have the constitutional rigbia of aof 
section been attacked ? By what party have thej 
been assailed ? Only by tnat party which threat- 
ened to seize upon the public Treasury, and u 
dissolve the Union, if the northern people shouH 
dare to elect to the Prendency a man of their 
own choice. If this language means anythii^, 
if it has any point, it must be intended to connr 
the idea that a citizen of the South may take liai 
negroes into the Territories ofthe United Statei, 
and hold them as slaves under and by virtue sk 
the Constitution of the United States. Aasumicg 
the constitutional right, the President founds sa 
areument upon that owwr^fum, to the prejudice 
ofnorthem fealty to the Constitution. Not onlf 
BO, but he has the assurance to declare that it 
was ao decided in the late election. The Buch- 
anan men of Pennsylvania will be astonished i« i 
find that their action has affirmed what was de- : 
nied by them to be an article of party faith. T'ht 
doctrine that the Constitution, propria uig^'c, 
carries slavery into the Territories, and that the 
people thereof have no right to exclude it throufb 
their Territorial Legislature, was denied to be the 
Democratic creed. It was denounced as a slan- j 
der upon the party. And I here undertake to j 
Bay, tnat no Pennsylvania Democrat jeniurt^ iu 
assertion in unmistakable language to a P^pn- 
sylvania audience. The people of that State 
were told that the Democratic piuty, instead tt 
being io fiiTor of, jfrai pnppitiM wfi extenciott 
Digitized by VjCJOylC 
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tf ilaTeiy. It was «o alleged by my colleagae 
n the Senate. I quote from hie remarks on the 
neanga now under conaideratioo: 

" Mr. Bteua. I tbtnk UiBt Is the iatMUoee of tbe quo- 
■tlon I iru about Vfietd. Ttie SenMloi' Trom Sontb Car- 
lUna lemarked i 

"'Tio not want tha (xtentioii of Blavety ; I bave nervr 
ontcnded for It. If I had the ri|tfat to vote lo extend it by 
At of Congreu, I would not undertake to dow; I would 
tm that to the ctaoiee of tlKwe who aetUe the new com- 
um wealths.' 

" Thatla all I have ever deaired. Il ia all the Democratic 
arty contend fiv . The Senator from Tcna, [Mr. lUiaK,] 
r J understood him, expressed the satno aentiment. Ia 
Here not authority enoogh here, sir, to abow that the wide- 
preail allegation that we aeek the enenalon of slaTery by 
be agency and power of the Government, ia untrue 

What aajre the great leader of the Democracy 
•n this suljeco— the Neaior of the South ? I refer 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Masoir:] 

" The Senator bas atated my poattloii widi peiAct fWr- 
«as, wim a aingle oraiaaion. lataledthattfaeCoiutltatiOO 
Koinlzed this ■ocisl institution, protected it, and made it 
n dement of political power. Hence I inaiated. aa the 
iropcr conBiniction of the ConatUmion, that tbe institu- 
Ion, ihuB recognised, tbua protected, tbua made an element 
f political poWRr, waacntiUed toltajutf nHCMNbUUfe* 0/ 
zpimri0n,trUiboii<UeSla(n^ well aawltUn them ; mean- 
ne, or coarse, tobeexpondedwherererAieiewaBna Jarls- 
icilon to limit it, and Uiera ia no Juiisdictioo to Unit it in 
lie Terriioriea, aa I think." 

This may be said to be the Senator's opinion 
inly. I,et us see. The Ridtmond Enquirer, 
he leading, and perhaps the moat influential 
taper in the South, under date of December 25, 
896, says: 

'■Mason and Bcttlix, Brooks and LncBsa, apeak 
tie sentiments of Uielr coUeaguea from ihe South ; and, 
irbat ia of much greater consequence, ihey glre utterance 
^tbe pervading impulse and uoanimouB will irf'the peofde, 
rom the Polomac to the Bio Oiande." 

Again, air, the aame paper, under date of Jan- 



vhLch is significant: 
" The only danger which the South baa reason to aiMre- 
lend is, Uiat in coosoquenee of an accidental comlMna- 
ton of ctrcnmataneea. It may loae Ita eqoatlty of political 
■ower in the Conlbderacy, be reduced 10 a aort of depend- 
nee upon the North, and ny an Iniquitous policy of legisla- 
ion, be despoiled of lis advaniagea, and restncted in ita 
evclopraent. It is, then, of the last- consequence to the 
rellhre of tho Booth, that It maintain ita equality of power 
I the Union ao aa to protect its rl^ta, and prevent any 
iniuRtdiacriniinaUon against its interests in the action Of 
he Federal Government. But thla reaall can be aceun- 
lUhed in only one way;uid that lahftMsisHiu o« Ue hgit- 
nate acpamion of lAe 'itutitvttoiu of (Ae SatiA. We must 
etp a self-protecting power in our own bands, and totliat 
nd must demand equality of repreaeniatlon in Ibe Senate, 
■et the people of the South, aa the last expedient for the 
reaervaiion of the Union, rally upon the princi[rie of an 
iwnsion of the pio-alavery power fori passu with tlie 
g^randiaement of the power of the anU-alavery Stales. 
1 IS our right under the Constitution, and our rigiit ouulde 
r the Conatiiution in virtue of the necesaltieK Of aelf-nro- 
Klion. Liberated tnm the illegal restrictions and tuOnat 
pention of tlie Federal Government, and left ftee In the 
evelopment of Ita splendid teaottrces, and the expsnaion 
fiia vigorous institutions, tbe South wouMmareb forward 
1 tbe career of glory wita a firmer and Ihater atep than 
na ever witnessed among nations. Oppressed by the 
urdens of nnequal taxation ; dlacouraged in the cnltiva- 
■on of its conunetdal and manDftcturing intereata, and 
warfed in its territorial expansion, tbe Sontb will soon 
«come the hclploss dependency of the anti- slavery power, 
i'his is the alternative belbre us — 1 grandeor without par- 
llel in history, or an ignominy wbicfi one shudden to coii- 
amplate in tbt bare concapUon. Will the South choose 
tit career to which interest, honor, and every manly mo- 
va, be(!kons It, or be content with the lot Of tbe craven 
nd the slave? The timid Ibol may whisper that the ex- 
ansion of our Institations Is an ImpraeticsUe achievement: 
ut nothing is impoasiUe with the peofrie of tbe South. If 
tte North nsista, upon irtiat stronger ground could we stand 
nun upon this issue of the extension or restriction of 
Uvery ! If the strtig^ is to come, let it come now, while 
ei we liave the apirlt and the power to defknd onr ri^ua. 
f we are to fight, let us fight fbr a principle which is esaen- 
lal to our equality in the Union, or onr Independence out 
'I tlie Union. HenceOwtii let the free expansion of ita Inati- 
utuHu he the nltiinatiim of the SouUi." 

Who doee not know that the greater part of the 
democratic leaders of the North are controlled 
>y the South? Those who will not be subservi- 
nt get no foreign missions, and are usually read 
'Ut of the partT. Unless the free North will 
'^nsent to this ultimatnm — the free expansion of 
he peculiar institution — the ehivalric South will 
uflie up their feathers and fight; wiU makeafuee, 
>nd break things. Well, sir, if things have to be 
'roken, let it be done at once. But I suspect the 
kbove quoted extracU will be sufficient to eon- 
'mce eran ray collsaffoa that he apoka without 
he book 



I will now return vo the doctrine of the Preti- 
dent, which was under consideration, and from 
whic^ 1 have digressed. As to the heresy itself, 
whence is it derived? From what clause in the 
Constitution? By what process of torture is it 
wrung out ? Surely the Constitution , by Um and 
by the new IjfU* which now guide the old Dem- 
ocratic party, is deemed a kind of Procrustean 
bed, which they can lengthen and shorten at 
pleasufe — a Delphic Oracle, which will enunciate 
whatever may i%nt thtir purposes or their policy. 

The Federal Oovemment baa no mutUvtional 
power to acquire territory. Constitutional pro- 
visions cannot ^ply to territory unconatitution; 
ally obtained. Every foot of territory which we 
now have or claim has been acquired since the 
adoption of the Constitution. Hence, if there be 
such a constitutional proviaion aa ia now claimed 
by tbe advocates of slavery extension, it can 
only apply to such territory as we had when the 
Constituuon was adopted, and can have 09 appli- 
cation to after-acquired territory. * 

But, sir, I will go farther, and deny that any 
particular provision of the Constitution confers 
the alleged right, or that it can, ^ any fair con- 
struction, be derived from that instrument as a 
whole. We are told, and the hackneyed argu- 
ment is almost daily repeated in our ears, that 
the States are equal — that the citizens of each 
State, respectively, are entitled, under the Con- 
sUtution, to the ngtiuof the citizensof any other 
State — that a Pennsylvanian, for instance, may 
take his horses and cattle into the Territoriesund 
hold them as property there; that a citizen of 
Qeoi^a, being entitled to eqSal .constitutional 
right, may take and hold hia property there; that 
in Greoi^ia, negroes are property, ana that, there- 
fore, the right of the Qeorgian to carry and hold 
negroes there as slaves is inoisputable; else would 
not the citizen of Georgia have an equality of 
right with bim of Pennsylvania. This I believe 
to be a fair statement of the ailment. 

Now, sir, let us look at it. That a citizen of 
one State has, under the Constitution, all the 
rights (so far, at least, as this question ia con- 
cerned) possessed byacitizen of any other State, 
I grant. But I deny that a cititen of Pennsyl- 
vania deriTfis any authoritv or right whatever 
from the Constitution of tne United States, to 
take and hold his horsesand cattle in Oie Terri- 
tory. That confers no such power upon him. 
He gets it ftom a htg&er source — from Gm himuif ! 
Here is the grant: 

"And God bleased them, and God said unto them, be 
fruitful, and multiply aivd replenish the earth, and subdue 
it; and AoMdMninfon.over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowla of the air. and over every living thing Uiat movetb 
upon Ibe eartb."— Gensrit, chap. i,98. 

His right to particular property is derived 
from possession or occupancy, or from some 
convendpnal means, whic^, for the moat part, 
depend%pon mere municipal law. 80, sir, the 
citizen 01 Pennsylvania does not exercise this 
rieht by virtue of any constitutional provision. 
Cither can the citizen of Gcoi^ia hold slaves 
there as a constitutional right. And herein is tbe 
equality between him and the citizen of Pennsyl- 
vania. Had he the right claimed, anch an equality 
as the Constitution recognizes between the citi- 
zens of sovereign States could not exist. How, 
then, can the South pretend that the slave — that 
property, the tenure of which depends alone upon 
local law — shotjU be' protected m the Terfltories 
by the Constittiuon ? 

It ia again alleged, that the Territories, having 
been acquired bv the commm blood and treasure 
ofthe country, snould be free to all alike. So they 
are. And the friends of Mr. Fremont doimed 
notbinffmore. The soothem men may go there 
with the same species of property as northern 
men can. No distinction is made between them. 
But, sir, could a n^an from the North hold in the 
Territories, under the Constitution , for instance. 
Chinamen or J^ianeae as sfoees 7 No ! not even 
if they were deemed chattels throughout the 
North. With what justice, then, can a slave- 
holder claim the constitutional right to hold 
human beings there as chattels? But further, 
the mere fact that the Territories were acquired 
by the common blood and treaaure of Ihe country, 
can confer no conatituttonal right upon either mo- 
tion. Sueh ri^ta are eonftma by the Conatitu- 



Uon itaelf, and do notarise frpm any adventitious 
circumstances; yet the President in his incon- 
siderate message asserts, not in diMtt terms, but 
by implication, thM the aouthem slaveholder 
possesses rights of which northern freemen are 
clearly depnved. 

But, air, I must pass on. It is said that the 
Democratic party is a progressiTe one. Far be 
it from me to deny it. k baa progressed so far 
as to lose sight of those noble, heaven-born prin- 
ciples which were declared by our revolutionary 
falhers; and under tbe guidance of its present 
leaders it is hurrying on, as rapidly as the wheels 
of time can carry il, to tbe veriest despotism th^ 
world ever saw. We talk ntuch of our liberty, 
but the sound alone seems to have any charms 
for us. The reality is not much heeded. There 
is acarely any aueh thing as individuality now 
in this great party. No member of it, if ha 
comes from the North, dares to have or to ex- 
press an opiijton of bis own. Should any one 
nave tbe temerity to do so, the northern blood- 
hounds are at once unleashed and set upon his 
track. He ia a doomed man unless he will suffer 
himself to be controlled, guided, or intimidated, 
by southern power, southern influence, or south- 
ern dictation. This is a mortifying foct, and I 
blush for the leaders of the northern Democracy 
when I declare it. 

But, gentlemen of the South, go on I you need 
not fear. Lay on tbe lash. Whip in the restive 
and frighten the tinud. Contmantl what you 
will to Uiose leaders who will 

" Crook tlMpregnant binges of tbe kneo 
Where ibim mv R>Mow l^wning." . 
and you shall be obeyed. Yet, let me tell ytni, 
that when the Democracy of my native State shaU 
know your ultimatum, they will neither tremble 
at your threats nor respect your commands; but 
they will repudiate their leaders and your doc- 
trines, and then restore that good old Democratic 
policy which their fathers ana yodrs inaugurated, 
and which you have deaerted. 



publish what nirther he had to say.] 

Do not deceiTe yourselves. Tbe construction 
which Uie Democratic party of the South give to 
the Kanaaa-Nebraaka oill is directly contrary to 
that given by the mass of northern Democrats. 
You say that the people of a Territory, under the 
operation of that bill, can only exclude slavery 
when they come to form a State constitution ; that 
they cannot form a State constitution until their 
population equala tbe ratio fixed for representa- 
tion to Congress; and that, till that time arrives, 
slavery mar constitutionally exist in the Terri- 
tory; and that any law passed by the Territorial 
Legislature excluding it wotild be, ob initie, void, 
lu short, the aonthem Democracy deny the cor- 
rectness of the doctrine of **popular sovereignty,'* 
and utterly repudiate it. But, air, how is it with 
their co-laborers in the NorUi? This doctrine, 
which is so odious at the South, those ofthe North 
cherish as a man does tbe apple of his eye. Hear 
my colleague [Mr. Bi6lkrJ m the Senate: 

" I am of opinion that the people, ihronih tlKlr local 
Legislature, bave that power. I arrive at tins conclnaioii, 
becaneel can see hottwoaonreesof law-makincpowerlbr 
a Territory— the one, Congress ; and tbe other, the people. 
I hold that, when Congress has connrred upon the people 
of a Territory ail tbe law-making power which it possesses 
under tlieConstitution,thepowerlscnnpletein the people, 
equal to the question of domeatiealaverv, or any other sub- 
ject i bnt mts is a legal questkm, and I tir one should be 
gratified to sea it decided." 

The Senator grows eloquent over the beautie* 
of this doctrine; 

" If the nileof decision by popular will be a slsvery rule, 
Bs alleged by BOme,howaK we toget clear of it? limakes 
the very fonndation of our whole republicBn astern ; it 
undeHiea the institntians of each and all of tbe States ) It is 
tbe very essence of true republicanism ; It is neltber mota 
nor less tban selT-covemment." 

If this be correct, then where ia ^oih Democ- 
racy, gentlemen of the South ? Now, although 
Mr. Buchanan's home organ, ^e Lancaster In- 
telligenoer, rebukes the Senator in'thia wiae: 

" Now, without assoming 10 speak fm Mr. Bodiaaanj, or 
to promulgate bis views on the u^cs treaisd of In tlwSa- 

Juirer, we nevertheless venture to assert, that Govemor 
ifler, sad nobody else, is himself responsible fiir irtiat ha 
sals OB the floor of iba Senate ; and, nutber, tbat aeitlur 
am ganDsylv a nlaa nor aay oibar naimpspw spsaks Iqr W- 
ttarityofthsPraridtatrissl"- ■{ r^r^nJi^ 
Digitized by VjOO^lC 
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yet did 107 coUeagua ezsreu truly* u far as 
vent, tha seatimeBttof the Bodhera Democracy. 
In refeniiv ^that sptech, tha FiUaboi^ Union 
aays: w 

" W« lay beftn ani naden, tUUBoniiDi, tk« isHNtaat 
speech recently delivered by B«nalbr Bi^er in ibe United 
Statei 8uiue,in wblob he stueiUie exact poMtloo of the 
nonhem Democracy on ibe qnefflOtt at ■Iwery. It ie a 
blow Binick at Um ligbt tteaand in ttM right plaea." 

And this ia indoraed by the Clarion Democrat, 
under date of December 32, 1856. I aaid that my 
colleague apolce correctly aa &r ai he vent. 1 
now propoee to abow how fltr the Demoenter of 
the North went on Uiu c|DeaUon. I i^aole from 
the preamble andreaolutionapaaaed at the county 
convention held in Batler, aa pabliahed in the 
Democratic Herald, July 16, 1856, which, the 
editor saya, waa " compoaed of aa reapectable a 
body of men aa ereraaaembled in the oorough of 
Ihuler." Itaaya: 

" nua ii deeaied a flt oeeaiimi to dellae the- true poritfan 
of 0IB peo|M or fhe iMni-ila¥elioldjag8taia», and todedara 
the true prinetplea of the Daaweiaiy thereof on tbim pmt 
questtoo: TwteAwe^ 

" AoolMi, That IM Democracy ot the nao-elavriioUiag 
States Aas hot In Curor of a^ro alavery, or any kind or 
•lareiy, in my flWe or ia any TeniUMy of the United 
States i but, on the coatrary, are IndlvtdMlly and coOeot- 
tvely OProflaD thereto." 

And then it goea on with deelarinc their in- 
doraement of popular aoTereignty. Ifow aimilar 
to the above ia the fbrelble lamuase in the Demo- 
cratic Standardof July 5, leS^pobliBbedinCon- 
eord. New Hampahire, which la the Democratic 
oi^an for that State. It aaya; 

" The Democncy oT the North) of eonne, detlre that 
Kaneae ihould become a flree State. And thoy believe it 
will lo become undw the legttlmaM aetfon of the Kaneae- 
Nebraaka tall." • • * " But tha Black UepuUican 
leaders are not ia. Avar of thia course of poliey in reference 
to that Territory. Tbey arc fbr puibiiif tbiDf* ahead, and 
nntine lie admlasioo of Kansas Into the tTnion wlih the 
conatitntlon adtnted at Tepefca. This eaurae, as has been 
truly Buaeated ay Daniel K> Siekte^ Baq., in « raccot 
apeei^ delivered at Eochestar, New York, will probably 
defeat the very end at which tbey are almiiif. It viU. in 
oil pnb(AUUf,fBTe* a emproaalie, wMcA wtU ht IMr tatre- 
( l wc H Ba^i fi irii ta <aayra<,aaiJ raa i w Me«te»«, Slate f" 

How it depracatea the idea of Kan aas coming 
in as a slave State ! It flirthv aaya: 

'* Wa know of no better lUaads of the eanaa of true 
liberty thaa the Deinocratic party. It ig baaed upon thu 
great prioctplatorpopalarfiMdam; and althonfb it pro- 
ftawa no ffanaUc mm f - ■ 



becaose they are lilaefc,y« Ma aiaad] 
c^atioa <i^ail MM, wnn as well as 1 

Of boitdage. Bach la the tendencj 



Ibr Ae blaak am of the eamiry, 
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of boitdage. Bach la the tendency of Democratic prln- 
dplea, and such, in the end, its MreretaU." 

Now, let ua aee what the Harriibu^ Patriot 
and Union, the central DemocnUie oigao of Penn- 
sylvania, aaya: 

" But paaaingovarihia, let iw see what juslice there ia in 
thn charge made ao often, and with such recklcaeaess, that 
the Democratic par^ is in favor of eztcndinf slavery. 
And here, at tbe oniiet. we deny the allegation emphat- 
ically and iadifBaMly. We daiy Uiosa who are ciiatiaually 
croaking upon thia auUaot to potat to a alnide net trf the 
party— to reftr to a ilnffe fcdaittian of prtocl^ea that will 
snstain their diBq|B.» 

The Pittabu^ Post aaya, in an article ander 
the head, " A lie weU atuck to," copied in the 
Butler Democratic Herald, August 13, 1856: 

" Some of onr AboUttan oppoaeata have ao long stuck to 
the blaabaod, that tbe Dnaociade party is In {kvot of mak- 
ing Kanaaa a slave State, that yoa can oaoasioRaUjr flad a 
weak brother who believes IL Bat ao maa of ondiaary 
common senaa and iateUigeoca bdlevas any snch thing. 
It is a story so void of reason that it caw yt ooiatai belief." 

The Democratic Herald before referred to, in 
the issue of September 10, 1856, contains the fol- 
lowing: 

" Our opponeaia ttaa Ihr to tHa eaapatgw appear to be 
engaged in an eflbrt to indoce the peo|ila la heuera that 
toe Uemociatic pav^ ia tbe Aleod «a negro slavery, and in 
ftvor of the aptead of that Iniitatioi) ever the common 
TiniliorieB of the nation. This is done with the view, 
aiut ia the hope of pr^udiclag the mliKls oC some agaiiwt 
the only party tliat has otiMja beea fiiund advocating equal 
righlH to all, and opposing special pdvilcgas to any. 

" To slavgry of all frmna and kinds, existing anywhere, 
we are natfinlly opposed : oH Denwciats ve hy principle 
opposed. Then, on tu abstract pitnc^, we believe all 
human slavery wroogi andbelioviiigthenei^ tobehanun, 
tliongh of far infarior race to iba white man, we believo 
that those who take his labor without daa reward, anil 
agahist Ma will, do wKWg." 

The £too. John L. Dawson, one of the recreant 
Democrata who misrepteaented their constitu- 
encies in voting for the Kansaa-Nebraaka bill, hi 
a speech deliverad at a DemocmtiG bum nuct- 



^%iUt Greene county, PennsylniaiatAugiut 91, 
\Sb&, any a: 

"The Mtose oTtba Saasaa-NelaaskabiU la to be fl»nd 
in its entire accoidaaee with the great theory of a Demo- 
crattGrepuUie. WemaintaintbattheIdait,tbattbeimereBla 
of riamy gain anything by soch as anaafemeat. Is a mere 
iUoaiott." 

1^, Uw gendenan ftom South Cardina [Ifr. 
Broom] was right when he said: 

" That the greatest dMhreitces of optalOD In regard to the 
traa cansnmtloa of ibe Kansaa-Nebiaaka aet are aaier- 
iplned by itanhem aad seuthera DetaoeiMa, aad by each 
among thenwelveB, is beyond doub^ and this diffuoiee is 

the Hhonl which to threatening ua with wreck.** 

And, sir, be has given a 6ttins rebuke to such 
Democrats aa were disposed to dodge behind the 
bosh, and to play i^>on the worda "Free Kan- 
sas. " He aays t 

" Tbe a assr U on has bare frequeatty been made and on- 
contradicied, tbat, at many of the Democratic meetiaga ta 
tb« North, tbe people were rallied under banoera apan 
which was Inaeribeid, ' Boehanan, Breckinridge, and rice 
Kansas.*. Have not large plaeanis been here exhibited 
wkfa these words in the urgsst lettets tnoa them, and the 
wordyr'M in italics J We are told by our Democratic fkimda 
Dtt the door, that nothing mora was meant than that the 
people of Konaas ihoold be free to decide upon the aul^ect 
of riavary fhr theiuselvea. miat was m«ml ia not the 
queation. How were tbo worda nnderatood by the masses? 
What was their eSetsi upon the voten ! That U the quea- 
tion ; and If the presidential election was carried upon (Use 
pretenses, what cause of trinmph have we .'" 

It was not ontv "Buchanan, Breckinridge, 
and free Kaiisaa,'' but, aa the extracts which I 
have introduced from good Democratic authority 
abundantly prove, it waa alao " emottewafion qf 
ail men, white men aa well aa bloel, from the 
ahackles of bondage;" and "that the Democ- 
racy of the non-slaveholding States are tut in 
favor of n^TO siaeet^ or any kind of slavery, in 
my State or in any Territory." It was by such 
means and such declarations only that Uiouaands 
of Pennsylvania Democrats were induced to vote 
for Mr. Buchanan. And, air, if the incoming 
Adminiatration dart use its influence and power 
to make Kansas a slave State, and if the South 
shoold adhere to its " ultimatum," then will tbe 
"scepter depart from Jirdah," and that right 
speedily. 

Sir, my colleague, ["SSx. CaowaljiDSR,! in hia 
remarks yesterday, attempted to glorify this Ad- 
ministration and the Democracy of thia Congress 
in their opposition to Americanism. I cannot join 
inhislaudations. Nottwelvemontbshaveelapsed 
since every Democrat in this House, save two, 
voted for a gentleman for Speaker, who had 
pledged himself to all the essential principles of 
that party, which they affected to condemn. The 
Senate passed a bill (known as the Toomb* bill) 
which contained a dauae — unlike any other terri- 
torial bili that has been passed in the history of 
our Qovemment — prohibiting persons o( foreign 

^irth from voting in the Temtoryof Kansas, and 
which received the vote of everv^mocratic Sen- 
ator who was present. And then, sir, Ae four- 

. regiment act, which was at least partially created 
tolionor a noble, and distinguished officer with a 
brigadier generalship— a soldier whom tbe people 
loved. Yet, air, this Administration delaved the 
nomination until after the prefiiduntial election, 
and then sent to the Senate another name than 
that of General Shields, who, unfortunately, is a 
native <!f Irtland ! Well has that comedy been 
enacted: " She stoops to conc^uer." 

Sir, I will now return t^oin Lo this message 
before*us, in which the Preaident puts in an 
elaborate plea of justiAcation onia Kanaaa pol- 
icy. That plea is, in my opinion, a studied fhl* 
aificaUol) of histonr. It is a most bitter attack 
on those sturiiv andnObte-hearted pioneers who 
emigrated to Kansas to cultivate the soil and to 
enjoy the fruits of undisturbed industry. They 
went under the organic act, and as American 
citizens they were entitled to Uie protection of 
the Government. Wo^ it granted to them ? Far 
otherwise. Instead of that, a foreign force was 
permitted to overrun the Territory. Hostile in- 
vasions were made time after time. Private 
rights were disregarded. Public wrongs were 
committed. The oallot-box was plundered, end 
the electivefVaDchisewaspoIIuted. Freedomof 
the press and of speech was strangled. Printing 

eresaes were destroyed— hotels were indicted and 
urned to the ground aa nuisances. Ministers of 
tbe goqwl were tamd and ftatheredi and driven 



from their homes. Innocent citizens were cut to 
pieces with knives and hatcheta. From the tall 
grass of the prairie sprang the dagger of the as> 
sasain. The bowie-knife and the deadly revolver 
were presented at the heart of the hanly Beitler, 
and taated alike bib blood and that of hia wife 
and children. Marder stalked abroad. Security 
there was none. Deeply wronged as tbey were, 
that infimt people yet subinittra. No voice nor 
arm was raised against the anthonty of the Gen- 
eral Government. Tbe Preaident witnessed all, 
and remained unmoved. To Uieir entreaties for 
protecbon he remained deaf. For peaceably- as- 
sembling to petition CongrMS for relief, many 
were seized, put in irons, indicted, and conrietea 
of treason. A modem Jeffries was retained on 
the bench; and it seemed as if he whose bands 
were most stained with blood.fotind the most 
favor in the eyes of the PresidenL Well, then, 
might a citizen of Kansas declare of him: 
" Thv friends thou bast mnrder'd; 
Thy love can freeie j 
Tby health is poison ; 

And thy touch disease. 
He who would paint thee, 

TMIain as tbon an, 
Should dip his pencil 
In thy putrid heart. 
Nanght but thine own blood 

Can ever be 
Half Mack enough 

To psint thy villainy. 
8a accursed thou art. 

That on the Stygian coast 
Tbe Dvvit would 
Disdain tbee as bis gbosi." 

Cherished are the names of the greatand good. 
From their memories ascends a fhigntnce that 

fladdena the heart; and to commemorate their 
eeds monuments are reared. Sir, the Prudent, 
too, has a monument, without which be would 
soon be forgotten — yes, a monument erected by 
himself; but it is one of shame and undying 
infamy I 

, qUE TRUST IS 'in THE PEOPLE. 

SPEECH OF HON. J. M. SANDIDGE, 

9? LOUISIANA, 

In ran House of RnPEBSiHTATiTBt, 

JbMUHV 7. 1857, 
nio qnesUoH of refhrring the Fiestdant's Meassge to ths 
Cmninittee of Ibe Whole on the slate of thv Union being 
under considwation— 

Mr. SANDIDGE said: 

Mr. SrEAKBa:*When I return — aa soon I will 
—to those who sent me here, and shall be aaked 
of what I had seen at Washington — and wIhU it 
was that moat engaged the attention of the Rep- 
resentatives of a great people, and what of good 
had been done for the country, the answer must 
be, so far aa our action is concerned, that day 
by day, week after week, and month after month 
ft^^the election*, the chief business of all parties 
vMs the creation of political capital upoo which 
to draw in the th«i comicg presidential cam- 
paign; and that qfter -the election, there seemed 
to be no greater object of interest than the estab- 
lishment of the fact, that if not cheated in aeitd- 
ing us here, the people went green enough to be 
swindled i^rwards. Yes, sir; Ae whole of 
them, DemocraU* Republicans, and Koow-Noth- 
ines. 

1 do not mean to say, sir, that each gentleman 
upon this floor is trying to show that ma constit- 
uents are of that idus. Oh, not Only to prove 
that the constituencies of other memoen have 

been taken in. 

The elucidation of this matter seems particu- 
larly interesting to gentlemen whose friends were 
defeated; and idare say it will be a very com- 
fortable reflection — to those who tissisted in it by 
their voles or otherwise— to know, that this high 
andmighty Congress, after much deliberation and 
the almost entire neglect of everything else, had 
established concluBively, that they, the people, 
were not able to take care of themselves. 

And to those gentlemen who seem so anxious 
to kno# "where they Bland,"the reflection that 
they had proven to their own satisfaction at least, 
that they were still in good company, will, I 
doubt notj be equally ea consolatory. 

Nov, sir, the very ficq( article in the creed of 

Digitized by VJiOOglC 



IBM.] 
.S4th Coho...5dS»**' 



^^ErVDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBB. 129 



. Our Thut is in the People — Mr. Sandidge, 



Ho. or Reps. 



th»l party of whicti I am a member declares, 
" Thai tlie American Democracy place their truat 
ia the iiitattigenee, the patriotisin, and the dii-^ 
criminating justice of tn* American people" — " 
Bad { have aoughl the floor to-day, Mr. Speaker, 
not for the purpose of paying one word upon any 
ifgilimate Bubjm^ of l^iawion before us, for 
that, iT not out of order, would certainly be out 
of character fvith this body; but, by an appeal 
to the commoa sense of the people of the nation, 
invoke that diacriminating Justice upon which we 
rely to stay, with a ■troiw hand, these sectional 
waves, now becoming; tidalin their eharacter, and 
that, agitated into greater fary, mieht ing;ulf the 
freighted hopes of every lover of the Union. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Datis] 
said yesterday, that his (the American) party 
had been "Veadii^ us a lesson il would be well 
to remember.*^ Ideiire to recall some of those 
** leaaons" to refresh the memories of his party 
friends. I would point those of the South to 
the Know J4'othing whirlwti^ that, springing up 
in the North some three years ^o, brought into 
this House a lai^ majority of its present mem- 
bers; and would remind them, as in its proscrip- 
tive course through that section it struck down 
man by man of the Democrats, how they of the 
order exulted in the triumphs of what they were 
pleased to call a great national and conservative 
party; and how, when its representatives met 
upon this ^oor, Uiose of the South could find but 
some hair dozen f>om the North with whom they 
could associate in political action. Thus demon- 
strating what, fVom the beginning, had been 
charged a^nst the party by Uie Democrats, that 
it was in its oisaaisatioii bat a seheme of abo- 
litionism and flree-aoiUsm to sweep the northern 
and divide the southern Slates, And if in the 
South there are any lett of those who joined it 
with an honest belief that somelhing through it 
would be done to preserve the peace and good 
order of society, the equality of our rights, the 
fount of our liberties, and the glory of oar Gh>d, 
I would direct them to the ruins and bloody walks 
of LiOuisviUei the fresh earth upon the graves of 
men slaughtered at Baltimore; the rule of violence 
in New Orleans and other plAes, and the gen- 
er^ destruction of confidence oetwsen man and 
hiB brother, and ask them if 'twere for nte& fruits 
and sticft " lessons" they would longer uphold it ? 
And if they shall say, as some are now ready to 
do, that it was their diversion in favor of Mr. 

Fillmore that elected Mr. Buchanan, it will be 
sufficient to remind them that such was not their 
intention, and that Mr. Buchanan had carried, 
by a majority over all opponents, enough of 
States to elect him. If* this shall not satisfy 
them, I can only refer to the elections for State 
officers in Illinois and other States, where, bv 
a union of their northern fHends with the Black 
Republicans, the Democrats have been defeated; 
ana to the other exhibition, that of the few 
members :from the North who uniformly voted 
here with their South American friends instead of 
with the Republicans — every man of them has 
been slaughtered at home by their own party, 
because of that fhet. And if sdll more of comfort 
they would have, as to the gocd effected by their 
order in the ** lessons" given, perhaps it will be 
enough to know that it lias, in two short years — 
nnintcntirinally, of course — done more for the 
advaTicement of the holy Catholic Church than 
could have been done by its ministers in twenty 
years', and that in the recent politicfU struggle, 
their original distinctive principles were almost 
unknown — have been swallowed up by mightier 
questions. With these " lessons"^ ana achieve- 
ments should they b% content, I trust we may be 
able to accommodate the worthless differences 
about that other bugaboo, introduced to help out 

Krty leaders, yclept " squatter sovereignty." 
I name may for a while longer serve — as it has 
already done — to frighten crying babies and boys 
afraid to go to bed in the darx — but grown-up 
men have learned to look upon it, in the seiile- 
ment of great national issues of which we have 
the arbitrament, as being worth pmHeatly about 
as much as would havt been a regiment of China- 
men at Buena Vista, armed with gongs. 

To our northern friends, who would excuae 
themselves for what they have done, are doing, 
and ipiend to dolioreafter abottt tbfs slavery ques- 
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tion, by saying, "We didn't commence this agi- 
tation--ail was quiet until the Missouri compro- 
mise was repealed*' — I b^ to say, that afler its 
adoption, southern men were the last to give up 
the idea of such a division of the common tern- 
tory, and that they only yielded when their offers, 
serea times made, had been rejected— offers 
which were indorsed even by what you called 
the ultra-southern, fire-eating, disunion Nashville 
Convention. Yes, air, that convention asked for 
nothing more; and I think there is not a man in 
America, whose mind is open to the impressions 
of reason and common sense, but will ne ready 
to admit, that had such a division of our common 
property been made and adhered to ingoodfiuth, 
there would not now be any cause tor quarrel 
between us. 

But you wonid not hearken to us, and perhaps 
it is as well; for, with a general acquiescence of 
the country in the' great American principle, that 
new communities of our people~as well as older 
ones — shall regulate their own domestic affairs 
in their own way, will cease this trade of agita- 
tion — when, instead of devoting as now, lesa than 
one day in the week to the interests of the nation 
and its white people — Congress will have nothing 
to do but to labor for both. And why should it 
not be so, Mr. Speaker? Why is it that the 
only safe, jusl, and certain mode ever brooched 
for the settlement of this slavery question, should 
not be at once recognized by every man who 
would " " ' 
why 
men J 

livinig we never had a decent respect for it — but 
dead, it has ^rown wonderfiilly upon our affec- 
tions: restore it, and all will be welt. " Sir, when 
gentlemen tell us this*, they know it would be but 
OS salve to a cancerous sore — hiding its ragged 
surface when the roots were penetrating the 
vitala. They know well there is a feeUng under- 
lying that, paramotint to all others, a wUl, more 
or less determined, according to the up or down 
of the philanthropic-potitico-negro barometer, 
that. from our Territories another State recog- 
nizing African servitude shEdl never be admitted 
into this Union. Thev know full well, that 
before, and from the aay when the " old man 
eloquent" (John dutncy Adams) declared " that 
he liad not a doubt hut slavery would be abol- 
ished in this country and throughout the world, 
and whether it would be done peaceably or by 
blood, Qod only knew, but in whatever way, he 
would say, let it come" — yes, sir, from that 
time to this, northern gentlemen must know, 
that this anti-slavery sentiment has been fed in 
every possible way oy northern fanaticism, and 
soulnern violence, if you please, but steadily has 
it increased, until it now aspires to the control 
for its own purposes ' of every branch of ihis 
Government. 

Ifl il strange, then, that sonthem men should 
seek, and, in the solution of this question, ask, 
that it shall be governed by a principle in itself 
so just to all that its correctness has not been 
assailed by any, only as it may conflict with 
their determination to shape things to suit them- 
selves by congressional interference? And, sir, 
isit at all more strange that northern men — eastern 
and western men — should come up and meet 
them, and subscribe to a doctrine ttie basis of, 
and even older with ui than the Constitution 
itself— the right^f our peojtle to self-government, 
and the regulation of their own domestic affairs i 
To suppose so, would imply that their ideas of 
fVeedom and correct government were but the 
galvanized images of King George's attempted 
rule in this land. No, sir, there is a love of 
Justice, a ftatemal feeling, pulsating through the 
mighty heart of this nation, which will scoff to 
shame any party or set of men who nipy seek, by 
whatever means, to weaken the bands that were 
girt about it by the hands of its glorious-old 
founders. 

As for those eternal babblers about a system 
that is training, in civilization and Christianity, 
miHions of a race of people who, from time im- 
memorial, have defied all other means of eleva- 
tion above the most brutal instincts of savage 
nature — they quietly see fitted out in their own 
ports and elsewhere, ships that bear to a serv- 
itude infinitely more oppressive thsn any known 



in the Stales of this Union, thousands upon thou- 
sands of another race, whose history, compara- 
tive civilization, and form of giwemment, <bUe 
back to a period when the Anglo-Saxon was un- 
known; they see millions upon millions in another 
quarter of the world under a bondage to their 
allies of Old England still more galling, for there 
torture itself, in many horrid forms, is practiced 
even by Gh>vernment officials, in the gratification 
of appetites forever saying, "Give !* If any of 
those gentlemen wish to see the evidences to sus- 
tain such declarations, 1 have them here in an 
official form, collected and published by order of 
the British Commons, on the 34th of July , 1855, in 
a book of three hundred and odd pages — stamped 
on its cover, "Torture;" and in the "In(fian 
NewB"of the precedingyear. When these have 
been*looked over, and themselves satisfied as to 
the humanity which would be heard for iu " long 
prayers," I would refer them to the price of 
coolies in the Havana market, where six thou- 
sand seven hundred of them were recendy landed 
from three English vessels. And if they shall 
still rave, and say nigger," I think they may 
very safely be turned over to that *• discrimin- 
ating justice" which has already overtaken so 
many of them. If this book upon torture were 
not an official record, I would sjiecially recom- 
mend it, Mr. Speaker, to be studied by those 
charitiAle people in your region of country who 
take such deught in getting up a '* Terrifie Re- 
gister" against the southern slaveholders of this 
Union; but there being nothing in it flrom news- 
paper scribblers, mawkish romancers, or even 
stump orators, against «s, I fear my commenda- 
tions would go unheeded. 

When we of the South only ask to be allowed 
to go without hindrance of governmental author- 
ity, and to take with us, if we choose, into the 
common Territories, that property which the 
Government has heretofore protected — even on 
the high seas — we think it not unreasonable. 
But when you of the North would now not only 
deny us that right, but would seek by all pos- 
sible means to make inoperative laws — the Con- 
stitution itself — which reouire the delivery of 
fugitives from labor, and by means not unfre- 
quently endangering the life of a claimant, and, 
oflener stilt, the escape of the slave — means 
which prevent my traveling into your States with 
my servant, when I could do so in tha most civ- 
ilized country in Europe, yes, air, in the moat 
civilized country in the world, if a general diffu- 
sion of education be taken as the standard — we 
think you are unreasonable. Some of those in 
your country, Mr. Speaker, who seem to rids 
before as pioneers, look.upon our Government 
as a most unholy league — a disgrace, because it 
recognizes ceruin rigltts in us. And I notice in 
the newspapers a call for a State anti-slavery 
disunion convention in one of your chief towns, 
to consider the best mode of getting rid of it. 

I do not know what epithets such men may 
apply to a fore^ Government — whose laws, 
founded upon the mere comity of nations, are 
more liberal to us than their own State, or than 
Uiey woold have the laws of the General (Jov- 
ernment. For it is b-ue, sir, that, whilst I could 
not go into many of your States with the servant 
who nurses my child, without danger of her 
ti&ngjbrced to leave me, I might take a strapping 
negro man into Prussia and bring him away as 
my slave, by the laws of that country. And 
yet, sir, because we expect much less from you 
and our own Goveniment— honorable gen demen, 
honest gentiemen, good citizens, lovers of the 
Union even,as they would have the world believe, 
ore striving to do that which, if carried out, will as 
certainly eventuate in a dissolution of this Con- 
federacy as if Ood, in his wrath at the unappre- 
ciation of great blessings bestowed, had visited 
us with that judicial bundness which precedes 
destruction. 

From the smile I observed upon their faces, 
when I adverted to the laws of Prussia, some 
gentlemen around me seem to doubt the correct- 
ness of what was stated ; and , in order that there 
may be no caviling about the matter, I send to 
the Clerk's desk to be read a letter from Mr. 
Vroom, our Minister at the Court of Berlin ; and 
I only ask that his communication shall be read, 
bveaoie it condenses into jtMrtpsfe^^lgiBont 
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of the courti of that eonntry which I hm before { 

mc. 

The Clerk xeafl the Utter* aa foUowB: 

Bnu)(,Ai)y 98,1856. 

DbamSir: I hm at len«ili mccwded in obttliilng 
copic* of the HnloocM or judgments givea in the PniMian 
eourU ill tbi* place, lu tbe luouer of ttae slave MsreeUino, 
•eainst IiiB RUwicr, Dr. Ritter, of Via JniraliO. • They are 
long and intricate, and are peilbct modaU Of German legal 
nuiociiutilon. J ban had prtfpand a flill uaaalatioa. and 
inlsiKt to pfcierva ii u a •pacinen of lefal ^oaopuy in 
the " Fotiierliind." If it ahould lie deaUed 1 will liave a 
copy mode rnrynn. AtpreKRtI send yea anch an abatmct 
of tlie case aa will bn saiiitnieiary upon ifea point to which 
your inqiuty rererraL Tbere wen vwtoua other pointa 
railed aa to time, JnlBdictiOB, he., ttae decia inn oc wlucb 
ia of uo kind of importance. 

About 1^ Di. Rkter came ftom Ho to BertiB, baring 
with him MarceUino, who waa noted on Ma paamon aa his 
slave. In 18M, Harcellino inKituted ia ibe royal city court 
at Berlin an actum asalnat Dr. Bilier for 4^«mnJ»>n, becaose 
Dr. Ritter osaerted that be (MarcelUno) waa a ateve ; and 
that Dr. Bitter bad bouflit Um In Slo in March, lESS; that 
be bad treated Urn as a ainve, aad wmdd eontinue lo do 
ao on hifl return to Rio. 

Harcellino denied the doctoc*i rteU u claim bin aa a 
alave, and requested tbot ba sbould be made to j/ton it 
withu four weeks. 

Tbe Court said, in dieir opinion, " A conftalnt of daf- 
nutaiion woold have been nyected (hun the be|inBlaK,ir 
thoPnuffilon losialation had declared tlutilavery— thai is 
to say, property in man— Is IIIOEal, as welt in regard to fbr- 
elgners aa naures, and tbat ev«T slave settiDg Ibnt on 
Prinsian tenitory is free. In tiBt case, tbe csmplalnt 
would have beeu void la a lc«al sense without regard ui 
any injury resulting from it ; and an obligation to maintain 
the charge would ttave been InadmiMlbTe and Bbniird, be- 
cause slavery could hnve no leMl ciiiiien«e- It"t the 
Pntsslan legislatkm baa not reprobated the Insiltution of 
alavcry in sucb a decided manner. On the contrary, sec- 
tion one hundred and iiinuiy-cight of tbe riussioii common 
law, 1 . p. 5, declares expres«ly that Ibreimere, being in ibe 
joyal countries only for a time, retain Uielr rights to lha 
slave they bave brought widi tbem; and this provisioa has 
nowtiere been spnuUed by late legiiilatioii.'* 

fluving established this, tbe court then areued that, as 
ttae biw which secured to forelmnr tlio right to the slaves 
tbay brought witb them, seemed to reserve expressly to the 
person cbUmed, tbe ligbt to contest ilu claim ; that, there- 
fore, tbe plaintiff^ action might be maintained, and that be 
could compel the defendenC Dr. Ritter. to cstablisb his 
claim in a given time. The judgment or tbe court was as 
fbllows: 

<< Tbat tbe defoodant, Dr. Bitter, Is oblind to lutlttm a 
suit in' due Ibrm on acGuuniof tbe claims be makes to Har- 
cellino, the idaluti(r,as being hb property within a term of 
nine months. In deAult wEereor he shall be perpetanily 
enjoiaad ogainst setting up any such cUdm ; and, In that 
case, llie said Dr. Bitter shall be bound to pay tbe costs of 
tbe prucen, and to refund those of the oiber party." 

From this Judgmeut Dr. Bitter af^aled, and insisted tbat 
plaintilTs aetion should bave been dismissed with costs. 
After stating tbe cose and eumtnUig tbe vaitoos qnestlens 
raised as to tine, jurisdiction, fcc, the court of appeal 
held that there was no real ground ibr a suit for detama- 
tion, " Althougli the defendant has acknoivlcdgi'd (U.it lie 
asserts to have a right, a property in MaxeclHno as bis slove, 
and that he has not lost it even in Prussia, by virtue of tbe 
preseripiion 198, 1, i) of the common law: that for- 
eigners, being in the royol countries only for a while, retain 
their rights in the slaves tboyhave bmnghtwitli tlicm." 
And the reason given why the acdon could not be main- 
tained was, not that the action would lie in any case, but 
tbat, in this Use, ibere was probable cause lor matuna tbe 
charge complained of. Anu therefore il was un vain or 
unfounded boovt to the injury of MarcelUno. Tbe court 
•aid l urther : 

"The plsintilThaa niTived here ftom BinzUascompanioa 

and aervunt of the defendant, from a country in which 
slavery ext.-<tii, and he is noted m iho pasnporl of defendnnt 
OS his itlave. lie himself declares lu liis coniplnini tbat he 
has been treated until now a* a slave ; and ilio merctiant 
Rec, fruni itio ile Jauuiro, nbtrae testimony as a witness 
bos been taken m yerptluam iitemaricm rci. has teali&ed 
that MarcclHiio ha^ ihi'ro lived in the house of Dr. Riueras 
a slave, ami timt he liof been treated as slaves live and are 
treaietl according to the custtun tlicte. In Which respect he 
mciuions the manner of addressing aiid of going wiib bora 
feet. TUcrufore Ur. Ritter has been undoubudly. n* regords 
Miircelliiio, In p>)^:^t^sflon of the liEhU of a master over Ills 
slave, and this ri^laiion has cxixf^ still on their arrival at 
Berlin, and of course it has not been altered hy tbe aeci- 
dental saying or oipteiuion that h« would exercise bis 
right in MarccIIino, only m a liiuiie4 senae, during bis res- 
idence in Europe." Under these clrcum^itanccs, the court 
add. Dr. Ritter had xudkit.'nt reason to eay what he did, or 
moke tliR claim he did, and If it cannot be considered an 
arbitrary, unfounded lioattt, even if it should turn out that 
the richt of iin ncrabip could not be proved, urif it sliould be 
abolished. The complaint mu^t tbercfoio be considered 
unfounded. Tho Judgment of the court of appeals was that 
the iilnintilf in tbe actlmi fbr delkmatina should ba non- 
suited, and that each party pay half tbe cosu of tbe two 
courts, fcc. 

From this abstmct of the two judgments, II will he seen 
in wbai the two courts agreed and wherein they differed. 

1. Both agreed, tbat according to Pmasian law, slavery 
might exist in ilie kingdom— that 11 to say. a foreigner, 
coming here forn timc,coubi bring with hlmnis slave, oud 
retain him as n slave while he remamed. 

3. Both agreed, thai if no slavety could exist, no aetion 
Of deAunaifam Ibr clamiog a penon aa a danre could lie. 

a. Both aneed, tbat an neiko miibt ba brouiht for 
Baking such a chaiBa-^t batnc dSfiuLBg and bijimoua. 



4. But OQ the point, whettier the acttonooald ba mdti- 

talned in this case, tbe courts ditTercd. 

The first court said the choree liad been proved, and that 
defendant must prove the tmth of H in niiie naatna,or lose 
hisinetendad rights and pay ossts. 

The second court said the charge boil been proved ; but 
under such circumstances of open claim of right, and of 
proof, as to show tbat defendant had probable uround for 
what he said, and tbereAire the action would not He, and 
he should not be cunpelled to prove his claim. 

From the decree ofibe second court there waa on appeal 
to the hishcst tribunal, in which it was sought to anniil or 
reverse the judgment of the second court ; but only on the 
erouiul of deftcts In fbrm. ft was uBsuccsalbl, and tba 
Judgment rcuiaiiis undisturbed- 

AllUougli in thu case the mil was not bronglu originally 
by the slave to rccovrr his Hccdom, but only to recover 
damages against Dr. Ritter for claiming him as a slave, anil 
to compel tba master to prove bis right, yet the law and the 
principles laid down and recognized by botb courts, show 
conclusively that the riglits of a master, who takes a slave 
Iniotlic Prussian territories for a lunited time, ore respected, 
and that tbe stave has no right to elabn his fteedom, simply 
because be is on Prussian soil. 

f hope you will pardon tba delay wHch has tkkea place. 
It has not been my IVluII. 

Very respectAitly, your obedleM servant, 

P. D. TBOOM. 

General J. A. Tbomas. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I shall m*keQoc<Hninent« 
upon that letter, Mr. Speaker. I knaW aome such 
decision had been given by tbe Pruaaisn courts, 
but supposed they were ooaed upon that com- 
mon law of ontions arj^d dtuing tho fixsLseuion 
of this Cotigreaa, by tlin member from Gooi^, 
[Judge WARNrH,] aud called oti General Tbomna, 
expecting to find it on the fitca of the State De- 
partment. Not being there, the Aaaiatant Secre- 
tary, at my instance, addretod Mr. Vrooai, and 
the letter read is hia response. 

Since the 4th of NoTctnbcr, Mr. Speaker, gen- 
tlemen upon tliia flooc have become somewhat 
more nervous llinn they weis a short while be- 
fori!. Then, some of them spoke as if they had 
been propiicU, with a " thus salth the Lord;" 
now, they begin to hear another voice^that of 
the people — and il soith: "Make way ye unprof- 
itable servants; long enough have ye cumoered 
Iiigh p&ces — given our Council Halls to the black 
mas, and our interest to the 'dry rot."* 

One hoosrable gentleman, [Mr. Sherhani of 
Ohio,] who has attained to some notoriety as a 
member of a circumambulating committee of this 
House — to relieve himself from the suspicion of 
beine of tbe fuli bUtod, has gone so far as to say, 
that he would < ' crush out political abolitionism, ' ' 
by which I suppose he means abolition fol- po- 
hiitial reasons — a discrimination which, without 
benefiting us, show* tbat he himself— beitig of a 
mixed breed— is likely to have applied poliucally 
that ethnolt^c theory of tbe rttiuuog out of hybria 
races. 

Other gentlemen — and I particularly remember 
the senior member from Ohio — have sought to 
repel the idea that they were engaged in cnter- 
priaea looking towards Government interference 
with slavery in the Sutes. Well, sir, in addition 
to what was brought to the notice of tbe Hotise a 
few days ^o, by the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, ^r. Lbtoubr,] 1 wish to refer to a 
resolution introduced hero by the member from 
Ohio, on the 18th of December, 1648, providiiig 
for a vote upon the emancipation of the slaves in 
this District. lu ihatresoIution.everymsJe slave 
(as well as free color^) above tlie age of tweniyr 
one years, who had been one year in the Diatnci, 
was authorized to go to tho polls and vote along 
side his master, upon ku own emancipation.^ A 

Eroposition more insulting could not, I think, 
ave been conceived; and if it was not to be ap- 
plied to the States, it certainly, had a terrible 
: squintinfT as to what Congress might be expected 
to do, when taken in conneetion with mAcn that 
has since occurred — should such men as the sev- 
enty-nino who voted against laying it on the 
table .ever be able to control the legislation of 
this country. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, since some gentlemen 
on this floor — and many honest people elsewhere 
who are engaged in this sectional movement — in- 
voke succeiis in the name of humanity, and for 
good of botb the white and black races, 1 desire 
to meet them fairly, upon their free-soil-no-more- 
slave-Statea platfi>rm,snd after working out their 
principles to their Ii^timiite and only end, ask 
if the reaults would be Mdisfactorr. To do it, I 
nust aesume— whatwottld never be ntbaiiued to 



— that the policy of these men had-heen fhlly in- 
augurated---lMHl become fixed — that no more alave 
territory or slavehotdtng States could come into 
the Union. Bestricted then to their preeeM (imita 
—the richest ponionsofwhicfa an now beings cul- 
tivated by the people of the slaveholdi^ States— 
they would soon have to fall back upon poorer 
lands, at a time when -the world vrill need more 
of their great staple productions than can be sup- 
plied; for the efforts of Great Britun havo at' 
monstrftted tbe fact that in this eotmtry, and hy 
slave labor alone, can its loading staples be giu wn 
in sufficient quantities to supply the demands of 
the world — articloe that now form in valae such 
a large proportion of the whc^c export* from the 
United SiAtee. Prices will then go up and con- 
tinue at a high figure. Dor nsnnraa, too, will go 
OB increasing in number; ihar vahie will not hoM 
deprecialed,l>eeauae their laber paid well. But, 
afVar a tiuje, they would become so nuiaereus, 
we should not have lands for thei^ to till, Th* 
proceeds t'hen, of tha4jabor which la ww mTesied 
m new lands and mora slaves, and in tbe prodac- 
tioMof the white mm, will beexpended in open- 
ing up the riches of her mioee of iron, of gold, of 
lead, of copper, of coal, her quarries of dste, of 
marblo, of gypsum, &e. Roilroadiandesnatswill 
intersect her whole borders; asd along aid* her 
planlatioaa will be reared CHtabliibneirts, wbass 
operatirea having nootfcerfieUof lsbor,aiid eoM- 
iiiglitUe more than food and raiment, shidi mak* 
ours the greatest mining and manuftctsriog conn* 
try on earth. •Sni then would the South have 
finished her course of proaperitr, and her tiow of 
trial drew nigh. With a ssrviw poptkbition prs- 
ponderaling in number, becouae tbe laboriog 
white man would bare fasMl driven o«t to make 
room for the black man; pent up in restricted 
limits, and ground down as they wiU tiun be, to 
the utmoel point of human endiumoce— as labor- 
ere always an, when there is no choicft ns to the 
iUfid of labor — and who hare to work or marve; 
Vun — ar, sir, thev, if the humajtv of our neigh- 
bors (God save the mark !) should neve waited so 
long v>r its sohitioa, will be determined our%)n&k- 
er'sprobtenofabMrptien; tinless, ii>deed, avoided 
by the Belf-expat|^tion of the white roan from 
homes msde intolerable by goveremcstal policy^ 
And 1 leave, sir, to your present friends, who 
would test it by suoh means, all the pleasure to. 
he derived from its contemplation. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is the end of that I^ce> 
Soilism held out so allurinely to northern men; 
whose pracucal vorkinga fbave traced only in 
the slave Slates, but whose triumph would recoil 
no leae disastrously upon those who maiUy 
pushed it forward. FtJr with the South aa the 
deadliest enemy to aGh}Temment thus regardless 
of its rights and interests; with a population more 
dense than hers, and driTen by our eomp^tion 
from the haunts of trade, ctf oommeree, and of 
manufacture which they now monopolize; ground 
down, too, by the same reraorselese tyrant — neces- 
sity, and with the cry of bread foraTer ringing in 
their ean, I need not ask yon, sir, whethep— 
when, shorn of our locks owr temple BhaU bs 
thrown down — your people will not be buried in 
the ruins aleo. 

But this ia the foast to which northern men ars 
invited. Let them partake. Give form and. ehuM 
to thia fantasy, and then will end, too, the 
drottm of our people; whai in the advanoement. 
of art. and eeicnce, of improvement and inven- 
tion, have seen, from the frozen regioiw of the 
north, their descendants (ly down to where- old 
Boreas surrenders to the Sun; and throuebont aU** 
that ^Mcs, and from the Reins (»f the Qulf-AL> 
Untie to the idsi of the Paeiflc, view eonntleaa 
and tmiled millions, whose happy and jotrooa 
greetings were made to echo along the valleys, 
and reeoho up to where the leaping thunder be- 
spoke the praises of great America% Ctod. Yes, 
sir, that dream will then be over; and kings and 
tyrants, into whose ears it has been whispered, 
win again sleep soandly. 

^d^i^tonitn has a much shorter road, and, 
permit mc to say, sir, a more honorable becauea 
more honcat one. By no hypocritical guieee and 
pretenses ore Ua designs covered up— mwsR is 
all it ariis. And if your people, Mr. Speaker, 
miHl- choose one or the other — commend ue not ta- 
those wiioi in thsgeowPiIMkMsttf tlMirfcuoMUty, 
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would rout a* before ^ fiK,imU)ertbuiiin'paia 
OS on the ataks. If a tree Bhall be known by its 
fmita and reeultBr t^en may the alave deplore 
that sickly ayntfMthy which, day by day, Berres 
but to circnmaeribe his walk» aad the coriiforta 
of hia honw, and, peraiatently encouraged,' must 
lead to unimagined horrora. 

I came here, Mr. Speaker, s devoted lover of 
the Uaion;and for its preaervation, with my peo- 
ple, I will battle ao long aa there ia space opon 
which honor- can atana. And that ve mav be 
worthy otf and may preaerva, the frieDds we nave 
in Tourwction of Uiecountry, who haveao nobly 
and aelf'sacrifieineiy braved the btaek storm' 
cloud, which would not even leave us a place of 
rest, we will be moderate in our declarations and 
temperate in our resolves, so that, ahould your 
northern policy leave as no other course to pursue 
but submission to undepicted evils in the IJnion, 
we may be ready, with our brethren, to go out of 
it, with tfae-sustainiD^powerof acausetneworld 
will joBiify— which will be worth to ua more than 
Paixban guna or Sharpe's rifles. 

For myaatf, air, should Black Republtcaniam, 
10 whatever dothing, thre6 years hence, or ever, 
anin marahsl in sectional array aeainat ua, 1 
a&all counsel to but one courae. That will be: 
Union with eauality, or diaunidn; and ifoii to de- 
cide. I woula have no other plank in our plat- 
fbrm — no otherwofds. And if, to northern men, 
diaunion were prefcra'ble to confederating on auch 
terms, by their judgment we would abide; and 
not against ui should rise the brave old grand- 
aires who, in din and smoke of battle-fields, 
watered it with the last ebbinea of their blood. 

1 have now said more tliani ever expected to 
utter upon thia Aoor on any occasion, but aa be- 
comes a good citizen, the representative of a trust- 
ing constituency, shall pray most earnestly that 
the great Qod, whose ways are inscrutable, may 
so guide and direct our people that, unlopped 
ft-om the old stem, the spreading branches or our 
country may be preserved in perpetual verdure, 
their bright and expansive bloom the fire, and 
their protecting shadow the cloud, to guide, in 
some coming hoar of deliverancet eorthV toiling 
millions • 
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SPBECH OF HON. A. H. STEPHEN^, 

OF GSORGIA, 
In THi' HoDR or RxrasanfTATifn, 

JanvMrg 6, 1857. 

The Preaideat's AdmuI HesMga bMif sndar oewldar- 
atioB, on a motiOD to reftr and print— 

Mr. STEPHENS said: 

Mr. Sfbakbr: I have no deaite to prolong 
thia debate. If the House hod not manifeated so 
decided an indisposition to take a vote the other 
day, I should have remained silent. A discussion 
on the President's message, and the subjects em- 
braced in it, on s motion to print and refer, such 
aa this, eommeneed sod eontinaed as ifhas been, 
is unusual in this HoQ«e. These topics ate 
generally considered in Committee of the Whole 
aft«r the mesaage has been referred. But this 
discussion to me, thus Aur, has not been uninter- 
estiDg, and to the coontry, I trust, it vnU not be 
unprofilaUe. f 

We have josl mand an important crisis in onr 
hnstory — one or the moat important, if not the 
most important, perhaps, in it. We are even 
now in trie midst of events which will hereafter 
be marked BSonepodi in thepoliticsof the coun- 
try. The iasiica in the lata Presidential election 
brought into amiv two great parties, (I shall 
speak onlyof two, neeense the contest was maialr 
between them,) otganiud upon principles w«t 
defined, well ascertained, and directly antago- 
nisUcat, hostile, and conflicting. Old parties were 
dismembered and broken up; and men who looked 
upon these principles thus put in issue as para- 
mount to ail others, took their position accord- 
ingly, wlthoQt referetice to paat associationB, 
Tormed upon iasnes no longervital or living. The 
arinciplea entering into the canvass were dear- 
!w and openly proclaimed, sad the iaanea on 
Asm squarely met od both sides. These isanea 



InrolTed the hamony, if not the stability of the 
E&epubltc. I do not augment ita importance when 
I say that the reault was a fearful one. It was 
BO considered and felt from one extremity of the 
Union to the other. The conflict is now over. 
The issue, so far as the election was concerned, 
is now decided. The result is known. The 
immediate danger is past. The public mind, so 
lately wrought up to t\ie higlieet degree of excite- 
ment, is quieting; and we may do well, now that 
the etunpaign storm is over, and its perils sur- 
mountca, to recount some of the incidents, and as 
voyagers of another kind, take new reckonings 
for our f\iture course. With these feelings I enter 
this debate. 

And may I not pause here in the beginning to 
congratulate the House — congratulate the coun- 
try, and to congratulate even youf-Mr. Speaker, 
a^nst your will, upon oor saft deliverance? 
Am I not right in assuming that the news of the 
result of the late election, which we arc consider- 
ing, as it win^d its /light through the land, made 
the great majority of the people throughout this 
vast Republic breathe freer, easier, end deeper, 
everywhere? To men of every class it brought 
joy and gladness. To the plowman, as he was 
treading his farrow — to the mechanic, as he plied 
himself to his daily toil — to the merchant at his 
counter — to the banker at his desk — to the mari- 
ner, as he breasted the surges of the sea, as well- 
as to the statesman pondering over questions of 
deep interest to all. To men of every grade and 
occupation, including some even of those, I be- 
lieve, who stood in opposition to those with whom 
I acted, all breathed freer and easier when the 
result was known. The whole country was re- 
lieved fVom an uncertain apprehension. Men felt 
relief. Trade felt it. Commerce felt it. Busindas 
in iu every department — in its quickened energy 
and activity — in ita various channels, felt it. 
And, sir, I can say for myself, t never addressed 
the House before upon any subject with greater 
personal jgratifieation than I do at this time, in 
review of^ the questions which chRracterized the 
late contestt atid tlfe principle which I consider 
as having been sustained by the popular verdict 
rendered. 

Sir, vfaoC arvdiose questions and prindples? 
Let us look at them, and examine them according 
to their inUHnaic merits. Some gentlemen seem 
not to underatand them; some seem to overlook 
them; some seem not to appreciate them, or to 
underrate them; while others still seem disposed 
to divert the mind from the great leading issues 
to minorpointa, and attempt to create the impres- 
aion that the election turned upon the latter, and 
not the former, and tha^nothi'ng of real and vital 
importance has been determined. The issues 
were dodged, say the^, in some sections, and 
differently expounded in difierent sections. This 
ia the ease with the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. H. Marshall,] who so earnestly addreased 
the House n few days ago, and who Aegret is 
not now in hia aeat. Hence his repeated sallies 
upon "squatter sovereignty," and. the different 
opinions entertained by some persons at the 
North, aa well aa the South, touehingthe power 
of the Territorial X<egialatiire of Kansas to 
exchide alavery. 

Now, sir, I do not intend to follow those who 
eiUier ignore, overlook, underrate, or endeavor to 
divert attention from the main and essential facts 
of the case. In what I have to say to-day I shall 
come directly to the subject. I maintain that two 
great principles have tieen sustained and vindi- 
cated in the late election, both embracing a policy 
vital to the harmony of the two great sections of 
the country, and eaaential to the preservation and 
contionance of the Union of diese States. 

These principles are; first, that there shall be 
no congressional prohibition of slavery in the 
common territory. This principle was openly, 
boIdly,and universally advocated on the one side,' 
and as fearlessly and fiercely denounced on the 
other. Besides Uiis there was another principle, 
just as b(Mly and unequivocally maintained on 
one aide, and as fiercely assailed, though not so 
openly denounced in convention, on the other; 
aikd that is, secondly, that new Stalea arising and 
springing up in the common Territories may and 
saall be admitted » States into this Union either 
vidt or irithoot AfHotm slavery, as the people 



therein may determine for themselves when they 
come to form their State constitution. These, 
sir, were llic great and essential principlea of the 
late contest, Tlicy were proclaimed at Cincin* 
nati, on the one side, in the following words; 

" Resolctd Tbnt clatniing fellowship tirith, and desiring 
the coOpenulon of all who regard tbe preservation of tlia 
Union undfcr the CQnuitmlOD aa the paramount iaaue, and 
repudiating oil Bcctional paitit-a and platfbnna concemini 
domcetic slavery which seek to embroil tlie Statdi and 
liiPite to trca.'4>n nod armed resistance to law In the Terti- 
inriea, and whoM avowed purpows, irconsaminatcd, luun 
end in civil war and duiunion, the AmeriGan I)emocraej> 
recognieo and aOopt the principles contained in tlie orgiinle 
1&W8 (.-stablUhiiig tjie Terriiories of Kanaaa and Nebrnslu, 
as embodying the only mand and tafe •oluiion of the 
' slavery queeUon,' upon which the |reu naUonal idea of 
tbe people of this whole country can repose la iu deiens- 
ined coiucrvaxiuu of the Unioo — •om-MsrvAntion h Con- 
gress wUh ilavcry in State md TVivllory, or (n U« Diatriet 
of ColitnUna. 

"3. Ttiat this was the tmtaofthecoiDproinlMsonSSO, 
confirmed by both tbe Democratic and Wblg parties in 

nacionni uonventioni, ratiOed by the penjde in ihe election 
of 1852, and rigJi[Iy applied to tbe uiKanisation of Terrl- 
tori«i In mu. 

" 3. Tan by ihe unlfbtm application of this Dnnocratlo 
priaciple to the organisation of Territories, and to llie ad- 
loi^sioQ of new States, with or without domestic slaveiy 
as they may elect, (he equal rights of all the States will ba 
preserved intact, tbe original compacts of tbe CDnsliiutiou 
maintained inviolate, and the perpetuity and ezp&nsioa of 
Oiia Union insured lo ili utmost capacity of embiaciof ia 
pence and tiomiony evoiy Aiture Auetieaa Suue thu mny 
fie con!>iiuited or annexed with a republican fbna of gov- 
ernment." 

" Reiolrei, That we recognise the ri^t of tbe people of 
nil tho Tarriloiics, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting 
through Ihe Ic'ntlly and fairly expressed will of n majority 
f>rncuiat rcEidenta, and whenever tbe number of ibcir 
inhabitants Ju$t) Acs it, to (brm a ConnltnUon wirh or with- 
out domestic alavery, and be admitted into the Union upoo 
tennH of perf^t equality with otherStues." 

These principles involving the constitutional 
rights of nearlyonchalf the Btatesof this Union, 
and the equality of the States themselves, and 
without which the Union of the States oannot 
and ouzht not to be mainlained, so oleeriy and 
distinctly Mt forth, and inscribed upon the ban- 
ners of one party, were just as disUnctly contro- 
verted and assailed by their opponents in the 
canvass ; for tliough the fdatform put forth by thr 
other great party to which I allude, in ita^organ- 
ization at Philadelphia, says nothing about the 
admission of a alave Suile, yet their policy leads 
to the same result aa if the denial had Been openly 
proclaimed. Their principles were announced 
lo the following words: 

" Tbat the Constitttdan oonlini tipotk Ooniress sovereigii - 
power over ttie Territories of tb« United States fo^^ tboir 
eovernment, and that. In the eiercise of tliis power, it is 
Botli the right and the duty of Congress to prohibit in th* 
Territories tbose twin relics <tf lisrbarism— polygamy and 
slavery." 

Thus, air, was the issue 'distinctly made and 
joined. The friends of the Union under the 
Constitution on the one aide rallied againiit the 
enemies of both, as I conceive, arrayed on the 
other. There -was no dodging or evasion any- 
whera, on the part of those at least who main- 
tained the constitutional right. The contest was 
fierce. The issue, so long as the result was 
doubtful, was well calculated to awaken fearful 
apprehensions. The battle was gallantly fought 
— the victory nobly won. Sectionalism has been 
aignally rebuked and constitutionalism gloriously 
tnumpnant. Nor am I disposed to consider th« 
victory thus achieved as a barren triumph only. 
It must and will tend to settle, if it has not per- 
manently settled, questions of tbe gravest import 
and htghest importance. It has effectually re- 
affirmed upon a rehearing the principles estab- 
l)ahcdin]650. Thatisagreatpolhtgained. The 
principle then adopted in our territorial policy 
was that there should be no congressional restric- 
tion against slavery in the Temtoriea. 

The Wilmot proviso was put down and aban- 
doned; and the people settling and colonizing the 

Eublic domain from all the States alike, without 
indrancp, limitation, or control by Congress, 
were lefl to form and mold their institutions with- 
out any restrictions exoept those ImfKised by the 
Conautution of the United States, with the rieht 
guarantied of being admitted into the Union either 
with or without slavery, as they might determine 
for themselves. Thia policy, adopted in 1850, 
being the basis of what is known as the compro- 
mise measures of that year^has, t say, been reaf- 
firmed. - It was thought -br many, on the ado 
tiicm of this policy in &B0^ th^^^^^t^^^' 
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subject of Blavery would cease, •o fftt rb ihe ^^''y 
ritoriea were concerned, Mleasi, ButBubwiWient \ 
eTentshave shown thalthe Bonke was"Bcotcned 
only, not " kiUeii;" and it may Iw now thai it ifl 
only scotched again , and not yet killed . How tViifl 
will be time uiuet determine; b»t,Judgingfrom the 
pMt.wehave reasoD to hope. Thoprtneipleaenter- 
ine into the conteat between Mr. Jefieradh and the 
eldei; Adams were not more clearly marked out, 
and squarely met on both sides, than they have 
been in tills; nor were they, in my judgment, mora 
essential to the preservation or the liberties of 
this country, upon constitutional principles, than 
the auestions just decided; and hereafter, sir, in 
the (tistant future, if that bright future awaits us 
which I can but hope does, 1856 will be looked 
back to and dated from, just as 1801 boa been in 
our post history. 

1 stood by the policy adopted in 1650, and now 
I trust firmly established, not because 1 thought 
it gave the people of the South tlie full measure 
of their jtiat rights, but for reasons aq^onsid- 
erations which I need not now enumerate — for 
the same reasons f stood by it in 1854, when it j 
was carried out in the Kansas- Nebraska bill ; and i 
for tlie Borne reaaons, with a renewed steadfast- 
ness of purpose, t stood by it in its greatest peril 
in 1856. 

Much, sir, has been said about the Kansas bill 
in this debate. Much was said about it in the 
late canvass. It was the leading topic STery- 
vhere, and its principles were mnde the turning I 
point ercrywherc; indeed, the issue — the f^at 
issue in the contest, was made with the direct 
view of liaving its principles and policyapproved 
and indorsed or rejected and repudiated by the ' 
people. It ia iKcause this measure, so directly in ; 
issue, has been so triumphnntly sustained, that I \ 
so much rejoice in the result. No man can say ' 
that this issue was dodged. It was presented by i 
its friends in the oi^anization of this House at the I 
beginningof the last session. It was the basis of 
the organizationatCinoinnaii, and formed one of 
the most prominent features in i he proi^nime of 
principles there announced. And while it was 
not named in so many words in the Philadelphia 
programme, yet all know that the party there 
aasembled was organized mainly in opposition to 
that measure and the principles upon which it 
was based. In the newspapers, and on thehuat- 
inga, nothing was railed against so bitterly and 
uneeaain%ly as (he "iniquity," "the cheat," 
and "the infamy," of the Kansas bill. This 
measure, therefore, may be considered as one 
of the thing* most emphatically indorsed by iho 
people in the late election. 

1 am the more rejoiced at this, because I know 
something'bf the difficullies attending its paaaagc 
— the violence, the passion, and fanaticism evoked 
a^nst it. I w(?ll remember thn opinions then 
given — that the North never would submit to it; 
and that the seau then filled by thoae who voted 
for it from that section would never again be 
filled by men of like sentiments. By indignant 
constituencies, such members were to be driven 
forever from the public councils. Forty-four mem- 
bers from th^North in th»s House voted for the 
bill, only one of whom, i believe, acted with its 
enemies in the late sirusgle for its maintenance. 
To the present House, owing chiefly to causes I 
need not mention, only eighteen were returned 
from thatsection infavorof it. This was matter 
of great boast at the time. But, sir, lo the next 
HouMwehaveforty-ninemembentaircadychoscn 
from the Nortbai the late elections, upon the 
distinct issue of theiradvocacy of thia bill. This 
is five more tlian the number originally forit;the 
cause grows stronger instead of weaker. This ia 
one of the reaulu of the late election particularly 
gratifying to me in itself. It shows what men of 
nerve, with fidelity to the Constitution, relying 
upon tlie virtue, intelligence, loyalty, ond patriot- 
ism of the people, can effect. Language would 
fail me in an aticnipt tn cliaracterize as they de- 
serve those sterling and noble spirits who bore 
the constitutional fiae in the North against the 
popular prejudice ana fanaticism of the people of 
their own section, in this contest. 

Sir, it is an easy thing for a man to drifl along 
with the popular curreuL Any mtin can do that. 
Honors tnus obtained are as worthless as they 
are cheap; but it requires nerve — it requires all 



elements that make a man, to stand up and 
^ppose men in their errors, and advocate truth 
peibrc a people unwilling^ to hear and to receive 
it — to speak to those who " having ears hear not, 
and having eyes see not." History furnishes 
some examplea of this sort; but the history of 
the world, in my judgment, has never funiMhed 
nobler and grander specimens of this virtue than 
the late canvass in the North. When a man 
discharges his duty upon any occasion, he de- 
serves respect and admiration; but when a man 
diachai^es his duty against the prevailing preju- 
dices of those around him, and even against his 
own natural teclings and inclinations, that man 
commands something higher than respect and ad- | 
miration. The elder Brutus, who satm judgment ' 
and pronounced sentence against his own aon, 
silencing the adverse promptings of a father's 
heart, made himself the " noblest Roman of ihem 
all;" and those statesmen nt the North to whom I 
allude, who had the nerve, in the crisis just passed, 
to stand up and vindicate the right, under the 
circumstances in which they were placed, give 
to the world an instance of the moral sublime in 
human action never surpusscd tjefore. Our his- I 
tory furniahes no parallel with it. They bore ' 
the brunt of the fight. To them the preaervation ' 
of the Republic is due; and if our Republic proves ! 
not to be ungratefiit, they will roccivc patriots' i 
ntwards — more to be desired than monuments i 
of brass or marble— honored nam«>s while living, ' 
and honored memories when dead. 

But eulogy not iny object at thia time. I ' 
have to sneak of principles on this occasion — not I 
men; and I intend to speak particularly of the | 
principles of the Kansas bill. This I do, because 
many affect not to understand them, and some : 
saythatdilTerentconstructionssro putuponthem i 
by different people. This, sir, is the cose with I 
almost every act of legislation. The Constitu- 
tion itself is not free from the charge of admit- 
ting different constructions; but whatever dilTer- 
enco in construction may exist in reference to the 
Kansas bill, this difference arises not so much 
from the words of the bill oa from tlie Constitu- i 
tion. The gentleman from Kentucky lo whom I j 
alluded [Mr. H. Mahshall] said he would have 
voted for it with one construction, and against it 
with another. That the bill and its principles, 
with whatever construction* has bean sustained 
by the ulnctEons, he and all must admit. The 
question of repeal has been put to rest. ' 

Now, then, im> to the nature, character, objects, j 
effects, and principles of the bill. What does it ; 
do, and what was it intended to accomplish .> On | 
this point I affirm and maintain that it did hut : 
carry out in good faith the principles and policy I 
of the territorial acts of 1850, upon the subject 
of slavery — the New Mexico and Utah bills for 
which that gentleman voted, ai^d for the main- 
tenance of which both he and I were pledged, i 
and for the maintenance of which both the old j 
Whig ami Democratic parties were most sol- 
emnly pledged. The gendeman admits that he 
stood pledged to carry out the principles of the 
New Mexico and Utah bills upon the subject of 
slavery. This is what I maintain the Kansas 
bill did, and that it is subject legitimately to the 
same construction upon the subject of slavery as 
those bills are, and none other. I have the oilla 
all before me. Let ua then compare them^in all 
the essential particulars, so far as ^e vexed 
questioti of slavery is concerned. 

But before doing so, let me premise br restating, 
what oil must ailmit, that the basis of the policy 
adopted in 1850 was the abandonment of the 
" Wilmoi proviso" — another name for congres- 
sional restriction, and the establishment of the 
principle of " non-ialervenJion" by Congress, 
either for or against slavery in the Territories. 
The object was to stay the aggressive hand of 
this Govern ment, and to quiet sectional agitation, 
by removing this cause of excitement from the 
halls of Congress, and leaving the question, as to 
their domestic institutions, to be settled by the 
people to be affected by them at the proper time, 
and in the proper manner, under die Constitution 
of the United States; and that it should be no 
objection to the admission of any new Slate into 
this Union, because of itscxinstttution recognizing 
or tolerating slavery. The principle of a division 
of the Territory proposed in 1890, having been 



repudiated by the North, a return to original 
principles was found to be the ontyaafte •olution 
of the question. With this view and object the 
New Mexico bill contains these chiuses : 

" Bsc- 9. •t'ut bt U furtktr enaeUd, That all tbaT portion 
of thenerritory of the United Siatc* bonnded na roliows," 
Sic., h^., he, " be, and the itame ia hereby, erected into a 
temporary gorernmeni, by the name of the I'erritory or 
New Mexico: pTOi:idat,"h.e.,ttC.: " JlndpniTTvI^dJ'uTtka-f 
That when admitted «■ n Btate, tlw mid Tenrilory, or any 
portion of Die Mine, ahBll be isceived inui the Union, wiili 
or wiilinut alavery, ai Uieir comtitutiim may prescribe at 
the time i>r admiiuiion." 

" Sec. 7. And bt U further entuied, That the leclslative 
power of the Territory Ahall exif nd to ail rightftii subjecta 
oflngiiUtion cunMstent with tlie Corwtfuitionof tlie Uniied 
States and Uie proviilon* or Iliia net." 

"Sec. 17. And be UJurthcr maeled. Tlutthe (Jonslitu- 
tion and \awi ot tlie United 9tBte* which are not loeally 
Inapplicable eliall have the Mine Three and e licet within 
the Miid Tetritory of Naw Heitca as rtsewhcra witliiu the 
tTnlted States." 

These are all the essential eloases in the New 

Mexico bill upon the subject. Those in the Utah 
bill i need not read; for if not idetrtical in words, 
they are in substance. I will now read the pro- 
visions of the Kansas bill on the same subject: 

" Ssc. 19. And he U furtker e»atitd. That all tlHit part of 
tlic territory nf the United Sioiea Included witliin the M- 
loiring liiniii," iLp., he, "be, and the santc ia hereb/, 
eri>ntO[] liitn a icniporary eovernnienl, by the name of the 
Tcrritorr of Knnsaa ; M(f when admltied on a State, or 
tsiaied, the said Territory, or any pnrilon of the same, shall 
be rcuf^ived into the I'nion, With nr without (Isvfjiy, aa their 
con^iiiutioninay prescribe at tlic time of their admiasiott." 

■'Str. QH. Jlnd he it further enacted. That tlie leiriel.-ilive 
powcrof ihe Territory RhBll extend lontl rightnil aubjecis 
of le^nlauon con eintent with the Constitution of the Gnitiid 
tftntcs, and Uir |>TOviHaa.-t of this act." 

" Sac. 33. And be U fitrtker enacted" * • • that 
tlie Consiiiiuiion and ah tawi of tlie Ijiiltcd State* which 
arc not locally in;iiiplicabl'>, Bball have the tame fbrce and 
effect within the said Territory of Kancoii an elsewhere 
within ilic United Stiite;f, except the eighth section of the 
act pn-parniory tiiibeniliuiMionof Misaouri into the Union, 
appravi'd Marcti 6, 1830, wttich being inconsistent with the 
principle of non-intervention by (^^onfrcsa with slavery in 
tlie fiiatee and Turrltoriea, aa rccofrnixcd hy the legi-ilation 
of ie.'iO, coinmonly called the cooiurorui'to nica«iiies, la 
hereby declared inoperative and void ; it being the u ae in 
tent and meatiing of this aai, not tu legislate alnvcr? into 
any Territory or Stn*, nor to exclude it theienrtxii, bui tn 
leave the people ihereof fH^rfeclly free to form snd rrfnitate 
their domciific institutions ia their own my, subject only 
to ilif Conititution of tlic United Stales ! Pradded, That 
noUiins herein coniallled thall be con!>trued lo revive or 
put In force any taw or regulation which may have existed 
prior to tits act of 6tb of March, 1890, cither protAcUnf, 
ettabUdiing, proUUtlog, or aholisbiaK riavary." 

From this txwttS it will' be seen how clearljr 

the poliev, marKcd nut tn the New Mexico and 
Utah bills in 1850, was followed in the Kansaa 
and Nebraska bill in 1854. The clauses in that 
portion of the bill relating to Nebraska are iden- 
tical in substance with those I have read coneem- 
iri^ Kansas. The second section of the N'ew 
Mexico bill is identical in substance with the 
nineteenth section of the Kansas bill. The sev- 
enth section of the New Mexico bill, which con- 
fers power— and all the power possessed by the 
TerntoiiiU LegisUtureuDderthatbill— is identical 
in Bubsunee with the twenty-fourth section of 
the Kansas bill, conferring like powers upon the 
Territorial Legislature there. In both the power 
is p^ranted to legislate upon all righfful stiA/eels qf 
Imstation eoJuiataU with the ConOUvlUm qf tht 
Uiutei Sbrlcj, and the provisions of tlieorninic 
act. AH the powers the Legislature of I^ew 
Mexico holds, it possesses by virtue of the grant 
in the seventh section; and all the powera the 
Legislature of Kansas holds, is by virtue of a 
similar grant in the twenty-fourth section of the 
Kansas bill. If the Territorial Legislature* in 
the one case, can righ^idtji exclude s/srery, then 
it can in the other; and if it cannot in IVew 
Mexico, then it cannot in Kansas; for the thirty- 
second section of the Kansas bill, about which 
BO much has been said, on account of its repeat 
<(f the Missouri restriction, and its " squatter sot- 
ereignty" construction^ confers no additional 
grant of power. This is so dear that ailment 
to elucidate it is unnecessary. Then, why was 
it inserted? some have asked. This, it is aaid, 
is what has given rise to all the oj^itation. Thia, 
it is said, is what kindled anew the sectional 
strife, settled and quieted in 1850. This is what 
has been called the mischievous work of design- 
ing demagogues to promote their selfish purposes 
and o^ects. This is what a gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Sbsemah] said the other day was the ** in- 
dignity" offered to the North, whicli eppwrra- 

' ' Digitized bv VjOOv^IVL 
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tive men or that section, who stood upon the 
settlement of 1850, could not brook; and which 

f'Cive rim to that sectional, anti-alsTerr, and abo- 
ition organization, which has lately been so 
signally rebuked. Not so, Mr. Speaker. It may 
be that it was the occasion, but it was not the 
cause, of this agitation. That sprung ftom the 
■till Urine anti-slavenr opposition to the territorial 
policy adopted in 1850; for before these wordB 
in'reuition to the Bfisaouri restriction were in the 
Dill the agitation was commenced. * 

These words, it will be remembered, were not 
in the original bill as it was reported to die Sen- 
ate; they were put in afterwards by way of 
amendment; and before the amendment was of- 
fered, and while the bill stood almost identically 
in words, certainly so in substance, with the 
New Mexico and Utah bills, so far as alaTery 
is concerned, abolition denunciations against its 
prorisions were commenced. The blood-hounds 
of fhnaUeiim were already unleaehed* and were 
heard in ftiU cry on the track of those whose only 
and sole object was in good faith to carry out the 
territorial policy of 1850. This 1 say in vin- 
dication of the truth of history, as welt as in 
defense of those whose motives, conduct, and 
satriotism have been so bitterly assailed by the 
Abolition leaders at the North, who were no less 
oostile to the New Mexico and Utah bills of 1850, 
Jian they were to the Kansas bill of 1854, and 
vho denounced, abused, vilified, and aspersed 
^e characters of those who advocated and do- 
%nded the measniea of ISSO. as rancorously as 
iiey did those who voted for and sustained this 
particular clanse of the Kansas bill in 1854. 

Why then, sir, were these words put in the 
.hirty-sccond section of the bill? I will tell you. 
They were neceuwry and essential to carry out the 
policy of 1850. That had to be done in good 
iiith, in spite of clamor, coming (rota whatever 
luarter it might. . In the seventeenth section of 
.ne New Mexico bill, the Constitution and laws 
if the United States not locally inapplieable, were 
:xtended to that Territory. By the thirty-second 
lection of the Kansas bill, the Constitution and 
aws of the United States not loeiMy inapplicable, 
vere, in the same way, extended to that Terri- 
ory. But in doing this it became absolutely 
iccessary to except the tighth section of the act of 
830. Tiiat section was a pnMbHioniif tlatery fry 
'Congress in the Territory. It was the " Wilmot 
iroviao" in effect. It was locally applieiAU to 
Cansas and Nebraska, for they were part of the 
Louisiana purchase to which that prohibition of 
Javery north of 36° 30" applied. Hence, if all 
he laws of the United States, not locally ioap- 
ilicable, had been atended to these Territories, 
I would have be^ff a reSnaetment or realBrm- 
.iice of congressional restriction, an abandon- 
ncnt of which was the basis of the territorial 
egialaiion of 1850. There was no such anterior 
iw of the United States applicable to NewMex- 
co and Utah, requiring an exception in those 
tills. The exception, uerefore, m the Kansas 
lill, became absolutely necessary to maintain the 
ame policy. The words used were the proper 
•nes for the occasion. They are, "except the 
ighth section of the act," «c, "which being 
aconsiatent with Uie principle of non-intervention 
y Congress, "&c., <* as recognized by the legia- 
Ltion of 1850, commonly called the compronuse 
neasures, is hereby declared inoperative and 
Old." The words that follow this exception 
re but explanatory of the effect of the exception 
^self, which was to leave the question of slavery 
n the Territories to the people, to manage, con- 
rol, and settle for themselves, subject to no 
estrictions but that of the Constitution of the 
Tnited States. It removed the subject of slavery 
rom the action of this Qovemment, and left it 
/here the bills of 1850 left it. This was the 
bject, and this is Uie effect of the words. They 
ive no additional power to the Territorial Lecis- 
iture. This bill, therefore, does nothing out 
arry out the policy of 1850. And how any man 
/ho is in favor of the acts of 1650 can complain 
f, or be opposed to, the act of 1854, 1 cannot 
oneeive. Tne Democratic party, as I have said, 
'tedged themselves in 1853 to the maintenance 
f those ants. I have the resolutions of their'con- 
ention before me. The Whig party, at Balti- 
lore, did the same ihiog. They planted them* 



selves unon the territorial policy of 1850, as " a 
final tetttmwnt, in prindp/e aiul tn tv3istance,<^tht 
tvInecU" to which the acts related; holding this 
policy to be " eaen/t«l to the nationality ^ the 
Whig party, and the integrity tht TMm,*' and 
they pied^d themselves *' to discountenance all 
attempts to continuevpr renew such agitation" — 
thai is, slavery agitation on the territorial policy 
adopted in those bills—" whenever, wherever, or 
however made." 

Now, ail-, was a redemption of this pledge, to 
abide by the settlement " in principle and mb- 
stonce," a renewal of the agitation? Was its 
redemption its own violation? Was the pledge 
intended to be redeemed, o^ was it buta mockery ? 
And here permit me to say, I do not treat this 
subject as a partisan. My object is not to build 
up one party, or to put down another, merely for 
party's sake. There are objects with me, I trust, 
higher and worthier, and more permanent, than 
the building up of any organization in the coun- 
try barely to hold office, or to " share the spoils," 
as they are termed. Parties I have liille regard 
for, except so far as tliey, in my judgment, sub- 
serve, secure, and promote the bestmteresta of 
the country. But what avail was the settlement 
of 1850, as a final one, and the principles then 
established, if they were not to be earned out in 
future legislation? Sir,consi8leMcy,tosay nothing 
of duty and patriotism, required it to be done. 
This is what was done; and thia is what the late 
popuhu- verdict requires shall be done in all future 
territorial bills. Andifthegentlemanfrom Ken- 
tucky, in fancy or otherwise, sees " squatter sov- 
ereignty," as he calls it, or the " power" of the 
Territorial Legislature to exclude slavery (as he 
defines that term to mean) in the Kansas bill, 
then he muat see the same power and the same 
"squatter sovereignty "in the New Mexico and 
Utah bills, for which he voted, and which he still 
approves. If it is in the one, it is in the others. 
But he admits that, by his own construction, 
the KansM bill does not contain it. It is only 
to be found, accordingto his opinion, in the con- 
struetion of others. WeII,wluUeverconstruction 
can be put ifpon the KansaB bill in this particu- 
lar, may be put upon the New Mexico and Utah 
bills; and the same men who do put this con- 
struction upon it put the same upon the others 
also. The gentleman, I imagine, cannot point 
to a single man in Congress, or out of Congress, 
who applies it to the one and not to the others. 
The doctrines they now hqld in reference to the 
Kansas bill they held in 1850, and still hold in 
reference to the others. Their construction did 
not drive or prevent the gentleman from £en- 
tuoky [Mr. H. MAaiRALL] then from voting for 
and UMlaining those measures; n<jr will it drive 
or prevent me now from sustaining and defend- 
ing this one. In addition to this I may say, that 
most of those who hold the doctrine that the 
Territorial Legislatures can exclude q^very, do 
not derive the power to do so (rom the territorial 
bills at all; but they maintain it as an intierent, 
independent, and sorareign right of the people, 
not uerived i>i any way from Congress. This is 
the essence of the doctrine of " squatter sove- 
reignty," aboat which we have heard so much 
lately, and about whidi genllemsn seem to have 
such indistinct ideas. 

The true import of this word can be best under- 
stood by recurring to its origin. It sprang from 
the i^ea advocated by some, that the people of a 
Territory were endowed witli sovereign powers, 
inherently and independently of any action pf 
Congress. This, it was said, would be recog- 
nizing sovereignty in the intruders and tquatttrt 
upon the public domain. Hence, the doctrine 
was dubbed "squatter sovereignty." No such 
doctrine is to be found either in the Kansas, 
Utah, or New Mexico bills. All the powers they 
can exereiss they derive directly from this Gov- 
ernment, in their organic acts. All their machin- 
ery of government proceeds from us. They hold 
it by grant, and not by sovereign right. They 
hold from us, and through us, and not indcpeno- 
entlyof us. Their temporary governments were 
creMed or erected by us. Theirl^islative powers 
are exercised by permission — " exgrstia," not 
"ex dMtojuitHta. " All the rights and powers of 
government possessed by Congress over the Ter- 
ritories are granted to the pet^le there— eoii^srrsd 



upon them in the bills organizing their territorial 
government, and all the governmental power over 
them was thasgranted; out the power to restrain, 
restrict, or prohibit slavery, or to prevent the 
immigration and diffusion of any class of Amer- 
icon population, is not,in my judgment, amongst 
those thus granted, for Congressdoesnotpossesc 
this power to grant it, 

This, sir, is a Government of limited powers. 
All the powers itcan rightfully exerdse oreonfer« 
are such as are expressly delegated in the Con- 
stitution, and such as n^ay be necessary to carry 
out those which are expressly named. The 
power to govern the Territories, or to provide 
governments for them, is itself not one of those 
expressly granted. It is but an incident merelr 
to some of the expressly granted powers, ana 
cannot go beyond the necessities attending the ex- 
ecution of the express powers in carrying out tha 
specifiedobjectsforwhichtheyweregranted. Tha 
exclusjAD or restruniag of slavery in the Territo- 
ries, or ue permission of the immigralicmof OM 
daaa to the exclusion of another, whether white 
or black, bond or free, was not amongst any of 
those objects, and is not a necessary incident in 
carrying any of them out. Nor is the exclusion of 
slavery included amongst the " rightful subjects" 
of legislation granted to the Territories, while 
the right to legislate on the subject may be; for 
the right to exclude is not embraced in tne power 
to legislate upon the subject. To protect prop- 
erty la the duty of Government, and the power 
to do this does not include the power or right to 
destroy it; and to protect it may be a rightful 
subject of legislation, consistent with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, ~but not to destroy it. 
The people in the Territories have this right or 
power to regulate and protect, but not the other; 
for Congress, under the limitations of the Consti- 
tution, did not have that to give them. There is 
no such* thing as sovereignty — absolute political 
sovereignty Imean — in the people of the Terri- 
tories, either by inherent rignt or by grant from 
Congress, There is no such sovereignty over 
the Territories even in Congress, or all tha 
departments of the General Government com- 
bined. This resides in thepeople of the separate 
States, as part of that residuum of powers not 
delegated by them in the Constitution , and which 
in that instrument are expressly reserved " to 
the States respectively or the people;" and 
passes out of them only in the mode provided 
for in the Constitution, which is on the admit* 
sion of new States. The public domain belonge 
to the people of all the States, as common 
property; and so long as it is under territorial 
government, should be subject only to each 
" ncedfUl rules and regulations," in its disposi- 
tion, as may be necessarr for iu free and equal 
use and enjoyment by all alike, and for its colo- 
nization and settlement by all alike, without any 
unjust discrimination against any, cither by Con- 
gress or any territorial government they may 
institute, until the number of inhabitants may 
justify their admission into the Union as a State; 
and then, by the express terms of .the Constitu- 
tion, they may be admitted, with as absolute- 
sovereignty within their jarisdiction, as the other 
members of the Confedsraev. Then, and in 
this way, the otherwise andewgated sovereignty 
of the whole people of the S&tes rsspsctively 
passes from tliem into the new State, upon her 
recognition and admission as a coequal in the 
Union. 

But I am asked: " Is not the Government of 
the United States sovereign 7" and "whether it 
is not the representative of the sovereignty of 
the people of the United States over the Terri- 
tories V' In reply, 1 state, that the Government 
of the United States, in my judgment, is clothed 
with certain soveraign powers; but these poweca 
are limited to spedfied objects. In the legitimate 
and proper exercise of these powers, to the ex- 
tent of uieir grant, it may be considered as sov- 
ereign or supreme as any other Government, just 
as sovereign as the Autocrat of Russia, in whom 
is concentrated all power; but these powers with 
which it is clothed, extend only to such subjects 
as are coverttd by the grant delegating them. 
Overall others, it has no power or authority to 
act at all. So far from being sovereign as to 
these, it is Per^ljf^^^^Ol^Ni^f ^ 
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fully exercise any •mhority whatever upon any 
manor not conraiited to iu cWge bygranifrom 
the people of the Stotea respectively, and it can 
wield tne •overaien powers of the peopl«"thu8 
delegated to it omy over such subjects, and to 
ftccomplish such oneota, as the people have au- 
thorized it to exercise authority upon. To this 
extent it is the representative, or rather the active 
and living embodimeot of the sovereignty of the 
people. It is, in other words, the organ, or con- 
stitutes the channels through wliich their sover- 
eignly acts on the subjects specified iu the grant 
of Its powers. But the appropriation of the pub- 
lic domain to one class <» citizens, to the exclu- 
sion of another, is not to be found in the scope 
of these powers, or the objects Sar which they 
were conferred. 

And as to its being the representative of the 
sovereignty of the people, in connection with the 
subject under consideration, I have bum word 
further in reply. Let me illustrate. Xlie cor- 
porate authoriues of any town or cit^re the 
representatives, to a certain extent, of iliose who 
belong to the municipality. They are Uie rep- 
resentatives to the extent of the powers conferred 
on them by their charter. Now, suppose adja- 
cent lands should become in any way tnc property 
of the corporation —the common property of 
alt— -in which every one io the town or city had 
an equal interest; and suppose that the charier 
(whence the authorities derive all their powers) 
conferred upon them no power to dispose of this 
common projierty, except to make " needful rules 
and, regulations ' concemiag it, for the equal 
benefit of all: would any man maintain Uiat 
the authorities io thiA case could appropriate the 
whole of it to one class of the ciliuns to the ex- 
clusion of another? or tliat they could empower 
any portion of the tenants in common getifng 
upon it to exclude others? I use this illustra- 
tion barely to show the character in wlWch the 

' General Government may be considered a rep- 
resentative of ilie sovereignty of the people of 
the United StatSs over the common Territories. 
And for this purpose the analogy is good. The 
General GovemBKot holds the common propcrtv 
in the Teriitories as a tnutee. The people of aU 
the States ars the " ceUui que trtut," and no act 
of the trustee, or those acting under the authority 
of the trustee, can rightfully exclude any,so lone 
as the paramount authority, or absolute poliiiciQ 
sovereignty over the Territory, ia in abeyance. 

But why pursue an argument to prove that the 
eonstrucuon by some upon the Kansas bill, to 
which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. H. 
Makshall] alluded, is wrong, and not legitimate ? 
He admits it himself. But he said that, with 
the "squatter sovereignty" construction, or that 
which authorizes the Territorial Legislature to 
exclude slavery, the Kansas bill is no better to 
the South* vmejieaUfr, than the old Missouri re- 
striction which it took off; and with this con- 
struction he would not, for all practical purposes, 
so far as the rights of the Soulh are concerned, 
give '* the toss of a copper" between it and the 
positive eoD^reniottal exclusion aimed at by tliose 
calling UiemsBlves Bapublieane. In thie, sirt I 

^ am far from agreeing with him; for even with 
this construction — erroneous as I have shown it 
to be — the South has an equal chance, but before 
they had none; and under anti-slavery rule, such 
as that party would subject us to, we would have 
none. 

But the practical point, looking to the probable 
prospect of any of these Territories becoming 
stave States, dwindles into perfect insignificance 
it) view of the prinapie involved. That principle 
is one of oomtitntiwil right and equality. Its 
surrender eairiei with it submission to unjust and 
unconstitutional legislation, the sole (wject of 
which would be to array this Government, which 
claims our alleg:)Rnce, in direct hostility, not only 
to our interests, but the very frame work of our 
jwlitical organiaationa. Who looked to the pmc- 
tkal importance of the *' Wilmot proviso" to the 
South in 1850, when it was attemnted to be fixed 
upon New Mexico and Utah, with half so much 
interest as they did to the principle upon which it 
was founded i It was the principl</ihat was so 
unyieldingly msisled then. It was this prinei- 
pU, or the threatened aoion of Cou^rcss based 
upon it, which the whole South, with a voice 



almost unanimous, including ^e gentleaan bin- 
^elf, then said " Thet/ would not mnd ovgkt tmI 
to mAmit to!" Principles, sir, are not omy out- 
posts, but the bulwarks of all constitutional lib- 
erty; and, if these be yielded, or taken by superior 
force, the citadel will soon follow. Apeoplewho 
would maintain fheir rights mast loolc to princi- 
ples much more than to practical nmilts. The 
independence of the United States was declared 
and established in the vindication of ao abctmot 
prind^. Mr. Webster never uUenid a great 
truth in simpler language — for which he WM so 
much distinguished — than when he said, "The 
American Revolution wasfoughtonapreamUe." 
It was not the nmounffof the tax on tea, but the 
assertion (in the preamble of the bill taking off 
the tax) of the right in the British Parliament to 
lax the Colonies, without representation, that our 
fathers resisted; and it was tiie principle o( unjust 
and unconstitutional congressional action against 
the inatituliona of all the southern States of this 
Union, that wc, in 1850, resisted by our votes, 
and would have resisted by our arms if the wrong 
had been perpetrated. Those ih>in the Sou(£ 
who supported the New Mexico and Utah bills, 
did so because this principle of congressional 
restriction was abandoned in them. It was not 
from any confidence, in a practical point of view, 
that these Territories ever would be slave Stales. 
The great consUtutional and essential right to be 
so if they chose was secured to them. That 
was the main point. This, at ^ast, was the case 
with myself; for, when I looked outupon our vast 
Territories of the West and Northwest, I did not 
then, nor do I now, consider that there w«s or is 
much prospect of many of ibem, iwrticulorly the 
latter, becoming slave States. Besides the laws 
*of climate, soil, and productions, there ia another 
lew not unobserved by me, which seemed to be 
quite as efficient in its prospective operations in 
giving a diflerent character to their institutions, 
and that is the law of population. There were, 
at the last census, near twenty millions of whites 
in the United States, and only a fraction over 
three millions of blacks, or staves. The stock 
from which the population of the 'latter class 
must spring, is two small to keep pace in diffu- 
sion, expansion, and setUementwith the former. 
The ratio is not much greater than one to seven, 
to say nothing of foreign immigration, and the 
known facts in relation to the tardiness with 
which slave population is pushed into new coun- 
tries and frontier settlements. Hence the greater 
importance to the South of a rigid adhereoee to 
pruciples on this subject vital to diem. If the 
slightest encroachments of power are permitted 
or submitted to in the Territories, titey may 
reach the States ultimately. And although I 
looked, and still look, upon the probabiFitiea 
of Kanasfl being a slave State, as greater than I 
did New Mexico and Utali, yet I voted for the 
bill of 19^, with the view of maiotaining the 
principle much more than I did to such practical 
resultst As a southern man, consideruig the re- 
lation which the African bean to the white race 
in the southern States, as the very bestcenditioB 
for the greatest good of both; and as a natjonal 
man, looking to the best interests of the country, 
the peace and harmony of the whole by a preser- 
vation of the balance of power, as far as can be 
(for after all, the surest check to eiicroachn»nts 
is the inability to make them,^ I should prefer to 
see Kansas come into the Union m a stave 4{ate; 
but it was not with the view or purpose of eflect- 
ing that reauli that I voted for the Kansas bill, 
any more than it was with the view or purpose 
of accomplishing similar results as to New Mex- 
ico end Utah that I supported the measures of 
1850. It was to secure the right to come.in as a 
slave State, if the people there so wished, and to 
maintain a principle, which I then thought, and 
stilt think, esscatialto the peace of the country and 
the ultimate security of the rights of the South. 

But it has l>een said, if this was the principle 
aimed at in the repeal of the Missouri restriction, 
why was it not extended to Minnesota and other 
Territories over which that restriction extended ? 
Why was it uken off Kansas and Nebraska and 
not Minnesota? AU I have to say in reply to 
this is, that the bill of 1B54 did take it off whete- 
ever the bill of 1890 put it on. llMtfairtyweoBd 
wction of tbe KansM billi wbi^ I knire end, for 



tbe reaaona therein stated, dedaies the eighth 
■eotion of the set of 18tJ0 to be inOperatiwe and 
void; and wherever that eighth section extended, 
this " ino[wnuive and void" is written upon it. 
Wherever it received aoknowledgment -before, ic 
received its death-blow, if ;you please, hy thm 
thirty-second section; and if itelUcnded orwer 
nesota, it was repealed there as fuU.y«wcl com- 
pletely as it was over Kansas. 

Mr. CA^PBfiLL, of Ohio. I perhap* ni*- 
underAood the geatknu, and I desire to uuito 
an inquiry for infonaation. Do I lOdevvtand'Che 
^atleaon from Gkocg^a to lake the gnmnd thml 
the Eaasse-Nebraska act removes the Beacriction 

? gainst slavery over MiuAesota, and tii« otfc«r 
erritories belonging to the General ^vemtaeac? 
Mr. STGPHETNS. I said that that reMnocioit 
W** declared null and void wherever it eacwndad. 
That is the effect of the language of the cust. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Then -J voaid 
ask him whether he uadecstandt that tfaAt repeaJ- 
ing dause extends b«yo»d (he lerritoxiid iunito «f 
Kansas and Nebraska? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I undetttand it to be « 
declaration , that Uie restriction of 1680, 
coneislent with the principle sataUisbed in H 
is null and void. It is sot confined to Mae plsuee 
more than to another. I underatand it rathyr to 
be declaratory than otherwise. I uadenieuid it 
as being put in there to preneat a coatmry een- 
struction. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Obio. I wnt to know 
the gentleman's own opinjnn ae to its lagid «Sb^ 
on other Territories. 

Mr. STEPHENS. My opinion is that it hmd 
no legal effect at all. [Laughter.] I an inclined 
to think that, on a suict ciMiatriieiion of tbe-Con* 
atitution, the lestrielton was mill wid void from 
the beginning. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man whether he has not recently changed lii* 
opinion i 

Mr. STEPHENS. Never on this sabioct. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I uodersteod th* 
gentleman, in a delate not very loi^ ainee* to 
here avowed a different opinion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. If the esnttsiaan will tarn 
to the report of that debate, he will see what 1 
then said to him on (his point. 

Mr. CAMPBBLL,of Ohio. I recdleet itrmrf 
well. The first question which I put, the gefi- 
tleraan declined to answer; but as I understood 
in that debate lo which he has referred — I m»j 
be mistaken, but the record can be eoaily pro- 
duced — while he declined to give an opinion oa 
the question of power, he took the ground Chat 
the exercise of it would be suchan act of usurpa- 
tion as would justify his sedtion of the eoaantry 
in adiasolution of the Union.' 

Mr. STEPHENS. ThegeatloiMinmi^t bnTs 
understood me to aay that, on the principle of a 
just division, under that clause of the Constitu- 
tion which empowsra Congress to make ** need- 
ful rules and regulatioas, Congress might, ft>r 
the sake of peace and harauiny, laoke « fair 
division of the common lands as property'; bstfc 
when the principle of division was aetaside* thco 
the attempt to make it was null and void; and 
that any act of Congress appropriating the whole 
of the common property in the Territories to one 
class, to tbe exclusion of another, would be an 
abuse of a power tantamount to a usuiptttaon, 
which would justify feaisfanee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I should be very 
happy to have the genllesaan explain that prin- 
ciple of division. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I am disouiflias; uother 

Eriadple now. Var my views on that point I- rpfiur 
im to the former detate. I am not aa^»riaed 
thatthegentlcman should wish to divertattention, 
or should take very little interest in this debate, 
on the line I sras pursuing, for I think it wa« be 
who, at the beginning of the last session of the 
last Congress, spoke with such exulting feeling* 
of what the Kansas-Nebraska bill had Sane-with 
iu advocates at the North, and made such g-reat 
boasts of the ultimate triumph of ihe eneniea of 
the principles of that bill. Now he comifff into 
Uie House at this sesBon, afler the issue ha|s been 
ntade* and decided against itjin, and ooi 
the debate himself; MtwVinT 
Mihing MOigHii^ibi 
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the qiicBtion raised by himsAlf , he iB for going off 
an snineihin? dm. Wh7,mr,he said twoyean 
lero (wbiie numiittng Aat he vaa no prophet, nor 
;fie BOH of a prophet, yet aeemii^ to be moved by 
:he inspirauon ofprophesyj Uiat there never 
7tou}d Ite another Kaosas majority on this floor, 
tic and hia friends appealed to the people. Well, 
he people have decided against them. And now 
re (!otne8 to this Honse and reopens the.qtiestion, 
tn'd I am notattrpriaed.astheaebitcprtigreases, 
M siitrald desire to get on other poinu. I think 
he position of the gentleman, in reopening a de- 
Mte on the Kansas questioa this seasion, upon 
:he whole, is -very taaeh Kin tbatof « man I once 
xwfA of— 4 foiryer in court. After the Aeeisioit 
>f the judge, he commenced speaking again; the 
|ud^ tMdhim he iii not allow any argaingdf a 
Hit-ation in hia coort after a ease was decided. 
The lawyer said, "Sir, I Was not ar?uinff the 
vise; 1 was only cursing the decision,'' [lav^ter.) 
' think the ob/eet of ^e gentleman [Mr. Uamf- 
itti,] now, in reopemog this debate, was not a 
jrish to fcamie the question, SO laudi ns to fn- 
lulge in a lltfle cursing of the daeUiioA which 
fias been i^inst him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Obio. I sappoae that 
n that ciue, as h this, there hod been false ten- 
imony. One set of witnesses came and swore 
m one aide of the line that the Kanaao-Nebraska 
>in meant nothing-, and another swore on another 
<ide that tt meant something; and but for them 
[ should have retnrned here with the same ex- 
kltant feelings with which I cimt at the opehti^ 
if this Confress. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I believe, Mr. Speaker, 
hat the gentleman himself was one of the wit- 
wBscs, [laughter,] and it seems that the people 
^f his own section dedded against the testunony. 
[Laughter.] 

Now, Mr. SpeAker.as I said before, mj opinion 
.s, thai there never was an issue so fairly i]^ade 
ind so fairly presented to the American people 
both parties. North and South, as was the 
issue on tnis Kansas bill at the late election — an 
■lection whieh excited the fedings and aroused 
Jie popular intsretts to an anusnal degree, not 
>nly in thiscountryjbutin countries on other con- 
unents. I think it probable that there were some 
>n both aides of the i{aeMion and on both sides of 
Viason and DiztMi's line who attempted to mis- 
pprescnl the principles of this Kaitns-Nebnuka 
)ill. It is possible that there were some of those 
lefending it on one side of the line who said that 
he policy was to make Kansas a free State, and 
lome of those assailing it on the other side who 
laid that it was worse for the South tlwn the 
* Wilmot proviso itself." This is possible, but 
hose who maide sui:h attempts were well nnder- 
rtood. They deceived noboay. Such men figure 
n all political contests, but they mislead very 
itw: ttie truth m&kes its way over them. 

But I stupeet that most of what baa been called 
lodging the issuefl in the late canvast, has been 
)nly a denying that the issues were such as they 
irere reprcsente)! to be by some of the opposite 
)arty. It is very possible that the gentleman from 
)hio, [Mr. Campbell,] or some Of those who 
icted with him at the North, said in their speeches 
:bout the Kansas bill, that its object was to make 
Cansas a slave State-, and that one of the issues 
lefore the American people was, whether Kansas 
houfd be a slave State, or a free State. The 
riends of freedom, or every man who was not 
rimselTinfinorof shtveiy, it may be, was called 
tt to vote for the " Pree-Soil,"" fteo Kansas," 
nd Frftnont ticket. IF this be so, I think it 
ery possible, and even highly probable, that the 
rienaa and defenders of the Kansas bill at the 
iorth, said this was not the issue — that the 
ibject of the bill was not to make Kansas either 
. free State, or a slave State, but to'leave that 
aattcr to the people of Kansas to settle forthem- 
felves, at the proper lime, under the Constitu- 
ion of the United States; and that she might be 
dmitted as a slave State, or a free State, as her 
eople may determine for themselves at the proper 
tme. Some may have said the proper time was 
1 their Territorial Legislature; others, when 
hey come to form a State constitution; but all 
fere agreed that it was to be done by the people 
f Kansas, at the proper Hnu; and if there was 
liy (Bfficulty as to the proper time, that was a 



judicial question arising under the Constitution, 
which could only be settled by the courts. All 
were agreed that it was to be settled by those 
whom It concerned, and not by Congress, or the 
people of the United States outside of Kansas, 
who had no business to meddle with it. 

Thisclosaof men, I think it probable, said that 
the true issue on this point was to let the people 
of Kansas take care of their own interests and 
bnainesa, and to let other people attend to theirs; 
that whether slavery was right or wrong. Con- 
gress hod no rightful authori^ to interfere against 
it, either in ue States or Territories. This, I 
think it very probable, was ntd by many. This 
U what has been called ifo^^inp the issue. But 
I should have said the same thing if t had been 
there. The object of the bill was not to make 
Kansas either a slave State or free State ; but just 
what I have stated. Its passage was not a triumph 
of the South over the North, Airlher than a re- 
moval of an unjust discrimination against her 
people, and a restoration of her constitutional 
equality, may be considered a triumph. To this 
extent it was a triumph; but no sectional tri- 
umph. It was a triumph of the Constitution. 
It was a trinmph that enhanced the value of the 
Union in the estimation of the people of the South. 
The restriction of 1890 had been for many years 
in the body-politic aj " a thorn in the flesh," pro- 
ducing irritation at every touch. On the prin- 
ciples upon which it was adopted, (reluctantly 
accepted as an ahernativc at the lime by them,) 
the South would have been, and was, willing to 
acquiesce in and adhere to it in 1850. But it was 
then repudiated, again and ngnin, by the North, 
as was shown by me in this House on a former 
occasion. The idea of its having been a sacred 
compact, or being in any way binding, was 
scouted at and ridiculed by those who have raised 
such a clamor on that score since. This thorn 
wasremovedin 1850. Thewholccountryseemcd 
to be relieved by it. It would have been com- 
plotely relieved by it, but for the late attempt 
to thrust back this thorn. This attempt has 
been signally rebuked. And may we not now 
look to the ftiture with hopes— well-grounded 
hopes — cf permanent repose.^ Repose is what 
we want. With the principle now established , 
that each Slate and separate political community 
in our complicated system is to attend to its 
own affairs, without meddling with those of 
their neighbors, and that the Qenerat Govern- 
ment is to give its caA and attention only to such 
matters as are committed to its charge, relating to 
the general welfare, peace, and harmony of tlie 
whole, what is there to darken or obscure the 
prospect of a great and prosperous career before 
UB.> Men on all sides speak of the Union and its 
preservation as objects of their desire-, and some 
speak of its dissolution as impossible — an event 
that will not be allowed under an jr circumstances. 
To satih let me say, that this Union can only be 
preserved by conforming to the laws^of its ex- 
istence, when these Taws are violated, like 
all other orgauisms, either poHtical or physical, 
vegetable or animal, dissolution will be inevi- 
table. The laws of this political organism — the 
union of these States — are well denned in the 
Constitution. From this springs our Ufb as a 
people. If these be violated, political death must 
ensue. The Union can never oe preserved by force, 
or by one section attempting to rule the other. 

The principle on this sectional controversy, 
establisned in 1850, carried oat in 1854, and 
affirmed by the people in 1856, 1 consider, Mr. 
Speaker, as worth the UntoiT itself, much as I 
am devoted to it, so lone as it is devoted to the 
objects for which it was formed. And in devotion 
to it, so long as these objects arc aimed at, I yield 
to no one. To maintain its integrity — to promote 
its advancement, development, growth, power, 
and renown, in accomplishing those objects, is 
my most earnest wish and acsire. To aid in 
doing this is my highest ambition. These ore 
the impulses of that patriotism with which I am 
imbued; and with me — 

*' AJl tbougfats, an psssinQB, all delii^ts, 
Whatpver stira Iliis ranrlal rnim«, 
All am but mlntnetx of love 
To reed ttai* HCred tarn." 

But the constitutional rights and equality of 
the States must be preserved. 
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Ttia PrMident'a AnawU HeMge baia| ante «oniUi»- 

otioD, on a siotlon lo refer and pnnl— 

Mr. BINGHAM said: 

Mr. S»AKEa: The Piasident's message, now 

under consideration, abonnds in sentimenu sub- 
versive of the Constitution, and sanctions and 
defends a policy deatructive of the public peaee, 
and injurious to the public interests. And yet 
the President complains of agitation. His friend 
and advocate, the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
SrsniBira,] repeau this complaint, and cries, 
<* Agitatienl" "Agitation!" There has been 
agitation, general and universal, amongst the 
peo)rte. It still continues, and not without cause. 
The President, in mTjudj^ment, has ahued the 
high trusts commtttea to htm ; hence the ogitation, 
and that ** cry of alarm" among the people of 
which hecomplains. It isright.sir, that the peo- 
ple raise the " cry of alarm;" it is right that they 
oBitate for the correction of abuses committed by 
their agents and representatives. I believe, with 
Burke, " when there is abtae, there ought to be 
({amor; because it is better to have our slnmbem 
broken by the fire-bell, than to perish amidst die 
flames." 

The President in this message, under cover of a 
cunning device of words, advances the monstrous 
proposition that the several States of this Union, 
at StateSf have a eofuttlulionoJ and tm^eferiptiMe 
right to traflSc in slaves, not only within their re- 
spective limits, but throughout tne national Terri- 
tories. Having inaugurated this policy in Kansas, 
by which that ill-ftued Territory has been sub- 
jected to an ^Molute tyranny; by wliich its soil 
has been cursed with the manacled foot of tha 
bondman, and stained with the blood of murder 
and oisttMination; the President, with a%audacity 
unparalleled, deprecates ^tlaifon, and demands 
acquiescence in this policy as the test of fidelity 
to the Constitution and the Union. To enforce 
this acquiescence as a duty, the President under- 
takes a defense of the repeal of what he terma 
"the statute restriction upon the institution of 
new States," and ari exposition of the principles 
of the Constitution and of the rights of the Statea 
under it. Of the repeal of the " statute reatric- 
tion" by the Kanaaa-Neteaska act of 1854, ha 
says: 

" Congrena legiilated upon tUa mt^ect In aneh tenni as 
wtrf- nincl consomat wiib the prinoipla of popular aover 
eigniy whiOi underlies ourGovemmoni- It could not bavs 
ICKinlaled otherwise wlttiout doing violence to anotheisreal 
pnnotplo of our loatitationa, tkt tewracrWiUe r^fi of 
aqjuiUty of U* mmtaI SMm." 

This *' statute reatriclion upon the Institntion 
of trew Slates, " which was repealed, the President 

tells us WHS violative of the imprescriptible right 
of equality of the seterid SUUa. It is not tha 
right of the new Stata that this statute restriction 
invaded, for they urere not in being, but the in- 
praeriptibU riglU eqvMiit^ of the leveral SttUes. 

What was this statute restriction, tha repeal 
of which the President thus attempts to defend, 
and why was it originally enacted ? It was the 
restriction imposed upon the extension of slavery 
by the eighth section of the act of 1830, commonly 
called the Misaotiri compromise; and which for- 
ever excluded slavery f otherwise than in punish- 
ment of crime^ from all that part of the Louisi- 
ana Territory lyinc west of the western boundiuy 
of tlie Stato of Missouri, and north of 36° 30" 
north latitude. This prohibition was in its terms 
perpetual. The motives which prompted it* 
enactment are apparent. The Congress wbieh 
enacted it, doubtless fitlt, and knew, that slavery 
was subversive of the ends of all free govern- 
ment, a violation of justice and of the rights of 
the enslaved, and contrary to the spirit of our fre« 
Constitution; they also knew, that in the wrong 
in which this institntion has its inception, there 
was no law to restrain the enslavement of all 
classes and races of men; that the brute force, by 
which the inherent rights of the black race had 
for centuries been cloven down, was not likely to 

berastmined ^»tj'«|j=^yKS''0¥5§ 
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oppieMionH upon iVie ■whixe race— rtiat the 
lence in which thin system li'ses and has it* beWgi 
IB deaf alike to the voice of justice and the cry of 
the oppressed, whether that cry bursts from t^e 
crushed heart of an African, or an American. 
Hence the origin of that enactment. It was 
humane, politic, and just. 

But, air, it was repealed, we are told, in order 
to maintain inviolate *' the impreioriptible right of 
equality of the sereral Stales." An lAiprescrip- 
time right of equality in what? In the bones and 
sinews and souls of men ! 'And this right, the 
President tells us, is imprescriptible — not to be 
forfeited by non-user, nor to oe restrained by 
congressional enactment, and coextensive with 
the national Territories. The President further 
tells us that this right " is a great principle of our 
institutions — a cotutitutionoZ right of each andjill 
of the States of the Union, as States, which the 
people, by their recent political action, have sanc- 
tioned and announced.** 

If all this be true, what a mockery fcfr the 
President to tell us, as he does tell us, in the very 
next line of this message, that the people hare 
lAtu " proclaimed their unalterable and devoted 
attachment to the Constitution, as the safeguard 
of the rights <tf alt, and as the spirit of the libertii 
of the Bfpublic."- The spirit of the liberty of 
the Republic! to enslave men Uirou^out the 
national jurisdiction ! to cast a fetter upon the 
human soul! to interpose the dark shadow of 
oppression between man and his Maker ! Sir, 
this is not the spirit of that liberty which God 
gkve to man when He breatlied into him the breath 
of life. This is not the spirit of that liberty one 
hour of which '* is worth a whole eternity of 
bondage." This is not the spirit of that liberty 
for which Hampden and Sidney died, and for 
defending which Milton was hunted and perse- 
cuted in his blindness. This is not tlie spirit of 
that liberty for which the great apostles of our 
race — men of whom the world was not worthy — 
suffered hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness, 
and endured, without fear and without reproach, 
the ieer^r hate, the scowl of power, tlfe gloom 
of me dungeon, the torture of the wheel, the 
agony of the faggot, the ignominy of the scaf- 
fold and the cross. 

I shall not stop to inquire, whether the Presi- 
dent, has not uttered a flagitious libel upon the 
American people by his announcement, that they 
have sanctioned this alleged right to enslave men 
aa the constitutional right of each and all of the 
States, as States, as the spirit of the liberty of 
the Republic." They will answer to that charge 
ihemselTesiUid with more potency than any man 
can answer for them. 

Is it true, that this alleged imprescriptible right 
of the several States, is a great principle of our 
institutions, sanctioned by the Constitution, and 
upheld by the national arm? If this be true, it 
anbnls tlie reason of the President's assertion in 
his message of Ia«t year, that the attempt by 
congressional enactment to prohibit slavery iu 
the^erritories recently acquired from Mexico, 
was " the endeavor to force the ideas of internal 
policy entertained in particular Statei, upon al- 
lied independent Stales." 

With these instructions of the Prendeot upon 
the " theory of our Gkivernment," we con under- 
stand why It is that the southern States deny the 
right or power of Congress to exclude slavery 
from the Territories; while distinguished repre- 
sentatives of the South demand of Congress the 
repeal of all restrictions upon tlie traffic in slaves 
throughout the national jurisdiciion, wheth^ 
upon the land or the sea. To be sure, the Con- 
stitution provides that Congress shaU have power 
to regulate commerce; ana the power to regulate 
implies the power to prohibit; out the Constitu- 
tion kJso providen that »* Congress shall have 
power to make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory of the United States." 
The power of Congress to legislate in respect of 
each of these subjects, commerce and the Terri- 
tories, is the Bame,generai and exeliuive. The 
word neei^ul expressed in the one grant of 
power, is implied in the other. Only that legis- 
lation which is BM^W ii contemplated by the 
Constitution in either or any case; only thai legie- 
laUon which ii nui^fvl ihould be tolented by the 
people. 



If the President be correct, it follows that these 
powers in Congress are but trust powers,^ to be 
BO exercised aa not to infringe, but maintain this 
alleged imprescriptible right of each and all of 
tlie States as States. This was the opinion of 
Mr. Calhoun, from whom manifestly the Pres- 
ident has taken his political faith. That illus- 
trious Senator [Mr. Calhoun] said " It was they 
[the several States] who constituted the Gov- 
ernment as their representative or trustee, and 
intrusted it with powers to be exercised for their 
common benefit." (Calhoun's Works, vol, 4, p. 
497.) If it be true, then, that the States as States 
have each this impraeriptible right to traffic in 
slaves, not only loitAin but also vnthout their re- 
spective limits, and that the National Government 
is but their trustee to enforce it, in myjudgment, 
South Carolina has the same constitutionu right 
to demand (he repeal of your statute which pro- 
hibits the slave trade upon the seoi, and punishes 
it with death, as Vii^inia had to demand the 
repeal of your statute of ItiSO, which prohibited 
the slave traffic in the Territories, ooth these 
enactments rest for their validity upon the, same 
general power in Congress; and the extra territo- 
rial' right of the several Suttes to traffic in slaves, 
if it exist, ia as sacred upon the seas as upon the 
land. It logically results, therefore* upon the 
President's showing, that the statute restriction 
upon the slave trade upon tlfe seaa ta violative of 
a great principle of our institutions, the impre- 
scriptible right of equality of the several States. 

' How comes it that the President, does not at 
once denounce this unequal exenuse of the trust 
power of the Government over the fore%n com- 
merce of the States,. as " an endeavor to ^rce the 
ideas of commercial policy entertained in jportic- 
ularStates upon allied independentSlates?" One 
would infer, fi-om this langu^of the President, 
that wo had ii > constitutionaTGovernment; that 
we still lived under the Confederation; that the 
commerce of this great country upon the land and 
the sea was not under the exclusive control of a 
National Government, but wss subject to the sov- 
ereignty, and conflicting regulations of thirty-one 
allied independent States. 

I acoutall such dogmas. I rejoice to-day in tlie 
assurance, that, despite the President's false state- 
ments and false logic, we have a National Gov- 
ernment, fully empowered by the Constitution, 
to regulate enltutsehf the commerce of the coun- 
try with all foreign States, between the several 
States of the Union, and throughout the national 
Territories. Every American citizen knows that 
the commercial embarrassments of the country, 
after the establishment of independence, arising 
out of the eonflieting commerual r^ulations of 
the States under the Confederation, contributed, 
more than any other cause, to the formation of the 
Constitution. 

Who will forget the noble action of Virginia in 
1786? Vii^nia, the mother of dead heroes, and 
dead pataots, and dead statesmen, but, thank 
God ! the mother also of a living Republic and 
a living Constitution. When Viiginia, in 1786, 
appointed her commissioners, instructing them 
to meet such commissioners as the other States 
of the Union should appoint '* to take into con- 
sideration the trade ana cotwmrce of the United 
Slates," she took the first great step towards the 
formation of that more perfect union, and free 
written Constitution, iinopr which we live. Sir, 
that Constitution was ordained and established 
by the people of the United States, to establish 
justice; to provide for ilie common defense; to 
promote the ge««rai welfare; to insure domestic 
tranquillity; to protect industry; to regulatecom- 
merce, ana to secure the blessings of liberty, and 
not to form a mere aUitmee of "independent 
Suites," with an equality of right as ^tes, io 
enslave nun within and without their respective 
jurisdictions. 

But, says the President, the States are equal, 
and have each and all as States equality of rights. 
The several States are equal in respect of all the 
great and essential rights of a free Common- 
wealth, in respect of all rights sanctioned by the 
Constitution and consonant with its spirit; they 
each and all, under, the Constitution, have the 
right to do Whatever a "frte StaU nt«f of right 
do," except that they may not exercise any of 
the powers granted by the CoostitutioQ exdu* 



sively to the General Government. But I have 
yet to learn, that any State, formed under and by 
virtue of the Cooautution, may of rig-ht eDslaTe 
its own children, and sell them like cattle io the 
shambles! The Constitution does not provide 
for the erection and admission into the Union of 
such States, nor does it admit the existence of 
such a tyranny within the Territories, whero 
its jurisdiiction is exclusive. The States, I say, 
ore equal under the Constitution, in the ri^^ht, 
within their respective limits, to establish jus- 
tice, to promote the general welfare, a.nd to se- 
cure to each and eyery person therein, the ab- 
solute enjoyment of the nghu of haroan nature, 
which are aa imperishable as the huimm soul, 
and as universal as the human race. But ths 
States are unequal in the right to do wron^, if 
I may be allowed the paradox — in the priv]leg;e 
to trample upon the inborn rights of humanity, 
and to violate that principle of eternal justice which 
requires, (hat every man shall receive his due. 
The original States, not Ander the Constitution, 
nor "by force of the Constitution," but inde- 
pendent of it, retained to themselves a monopoly 
in the horrid crime of slavery, within their 
reipective limits, and also in the slave tntffie for 
twenty years upon the high seaa. > 

This reservation of pnvileges by the orietnal 
States — this inequality between them and the 
new States formed under and oniy by force of tha 
Constitution— is written upon the face of that 
instrument, and declared by the national legisla- 
tion in the erection and admieaion of new States. 
The constitutional provision fbra three-fifth rep- 
resentation, baaed upon slave population , and also 
the provision for the recapture of slaves escaping 
from one State into another, implitd an exclusion 
of the Qeneral Government from any interference 
for the abolition of slavery within the original 
States. These two provisions are, in fact, im- 
plied limitations upon the power of the General 
Government, for the exclvnve benefit of the ori- 
ginal States. So, also, the ninth section of the 
first article of the Constitution was an eacpreea 
limitation of the general [lOVcr of Congress otct 
the foreign commerce in slave*, for the sacetuMt* 
benefit of the Aen existing States. That section 
is in these words: 

** The nUfratloa or importMott of aach penoMw as tn»f 
of the Siana sow sxii-nno •tiUl Aink proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibiUd by CoKosKsa, prior lo tlis year IWB, 
but a tax or duly rosy be imposed on luch tmjwrtciCuMi, not 
exceedinf Ian iollartlbretcdi penon." 

This express limitation in favor of the origitutl 
States, was absolutely necessary if they would 
continue the foreijgn slave trade after the adop- 
tion of the Consutution, for the reason that the 
Constitution was declared "to be the suprenie 
law of the land — the constitution and laws of tauf 
State to tlie contrary notwithstanding;" and by 
its terms the exclusive power was granted to 
Congress to r^ulate foreign commerce even to 
prohibition, which includea navigation and inter- 
course M well as trade, the importation or com- 
merce in slaves, aa well as the importation or 
commerce in goods. That all of these limitations 
upon the power of tlie General Government, 
whether implied or expressed, were for the exclu- 
sive benefiu of the States then existing cannot bs 
gainsayed, and Uierefore the power m Congress 
was not tliercby' restrained in legislating for the 
government of the Territories, or for the institu- 
tion and admission into the Union of new States. 

The attempt was made- in the constitutional 
convention to secure to the nete Staia which 
might be thereafter admitted into the Union, tKe 
same privileges thus retained by the original 
States; but it failed. On the 29lh of August, 
I787,apropositian was made in that convention, 
to provide uy the Constitution for the admission 
of new States " on the some terms with the ori- 
ginal States." (5 Elliot's Debates, p. 493.) This 
proposition was rejected, and uie provision 
adopted and inserted in the Constitution aa it 
nowntRnds, that " new States nu^ be admitted by 
the Congress into this Union." Why were the 
words " upon the seme term« with the original 
States" rejected by the convention, and excluded 
from the Constitution? Manifestly, to declare 
plainly and diatinclly the intention of the fmmera 
of the Constitution, that new States should not 
come into gSglfmog (^fC^ 
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trnuwith the ori^nal Statea; but onljbythe 
onseiit of Coiigr«is,upoo such terms, and under 
ucli rextricdona, u would mbject them to the 
pirit oC the Cohititation, not only M it was 
riginaliy framed and adopted, but alao as it 
ij^ht be thereafter amended. 
This construction, air, of the Coiutitution, 
lat Congreaa, in the ornuiization and admiaaion 
f new Stateflt might impow condition* upon 
lem to which the original Statea were not sub- 
scted, by requiring them to conform their do- 
estic institutions to the Conatitotion in all 
«pects, has been affirmed and unctioned by the 
eislative, executiTe, and judicial departmental 
r our OoTsmment, from the day of ita oi^ani- 
Ltion. 

Let it be borne in mind, air, that on the 99th 
\y of August, 1787, when the conatilutional con- 
;ntion had the reportof its committee providing 
T the admission of new States under oonaidera- 
on, and rejected the prorieion for their admission 
on the same terms with the original States," 
le ordinance passed on the 13th of July, 1787, 
Y the Congresa of the Confederation, for the 
^▼ernment of the Northwest Territory wae in 
ill force; that it wna the law of oU the national 
rritory, and provided for the erection of new 
tatet therein, and for their admission into the 
nion of the Confederation " on an equal footing 
ith the original Statea in all respects whatever, " 
ut subject, nevertheless, to certain terms, con- 
itiona, and reatrictiona, which were not imposed 
pon the original States. STheae terms, condi- 
ona, and restrictions, were, that slavery, other- 
ise than in punishment of crime upon due con- 
iction, should be fortver prohibited within said 
no Slates; that no num should be (AerHn deprived 
r his liberty or property, but by Uie Judgment 
r hia peers, or the law of ihe mnd; that the i«- 
MlmU thereof fall the inhabitonu) ahould be 
hmys entitled to tne benefits of the writ of Aobeos 
irpuj, and of the trial by jury; that private 
roperiy should not be taken even for public 
se without fbll compensation therefor; and that 
lie constitutions and governments of such new 
'tales should be republican, and in conformity to 
le principles of the ordinance. These were pro- 
isions or the six articles of the ordinance, which 
rere declared to be unalterable but by the common 
insent, not of the rtfw States memy, but of all 
le States. Upon the adoption of tHcConatitu- 
on, the ordinance was superseded and ceased to 
e taw, for the reuon diat the GoTernment to 
'hich it owed its origin and validity had ceased 
I be. 1 have the authority of the President him- 
■if for that. He says in his last annual message, 
age 20: 

"The anllnancfl Ar tha sovemaieat of the territorv 
nrtbwM oflhs river QUO had coDtalned s pmidOB which 
nhiUtedUwiua of MivUe labor tbania." ■ • • 
Sulwequent to the adoption of the ConaHtotioii, tid* pro- 
>ion ceased to remsin aa Isw^fitr it* operation, at nicA, 
ai aluoluUly luperttdtd by Ike ConstituUoit." 

But,sir,I rely not merely Upon the^resident'a 
sBcrtion for the authority for saying that thia 
rdinance ceaaed to be law upon the adoption of 
le Constitution. The Supreme Court of the 

uited Stales has so ruled and declared in the 
ISC uf Strader el at. vs. Graham, (10 Howard, 
, 82.) In that case Chief Justice Taney aaya: 

« li has t»c«n iteuled by J udicial decision in ihii conn 
at ilii^ ordinance [oT ITSTj ia not In Ibree. Ai we have 
ready aaid, it eeataS to is Im 19m* It* eiafttom the 

nutUution." 

It is significant that tlifl eonrt in this ease fiirther 
icided uiat— 

" Mmt or the matniiil proviriona and pilncfplea of the 
t anicles [or the ordinance of 1787] not incoiMatent with 
e Constitution of the United Btatea. fever (ince the 7th 
ly orAugimt, i789,Jhave been esiabluhed law within that 
ecntory. But ihe*e provinionrt owed thdr Icgut validity 
id Ibrre after the Constiiatlon wu adofXed, and while 
e territorial pivemtnent contlnned, lo the act ofConpeH 
Tth Au^Bt, 17B9, which aJofUd and eontinMed the ordl- 
iiicc or 17i<7, and carried its proviriona into execution, 
ilh aoaie modifications, which were iicceaury to adapt 
I form of eovernnient lo the new Conautution. And in 
e Stales *nice ftinned in tho Terriloriea, Uieae prOTialotw. 
> far as they have been pmerved, owe their validity and 
iiboriiy to the ConMtiUion of lAc Umitbi» STATiea, and \ 
r ronaiiiutiona and law^ of the re?p«ctiT0 States, [therein '■ 
tnbli~hed,] and not to the authority of the ordinance of 
e old Con 1^ deration." 

What were the '* moat material provisions and 
rinciples of these six artieles"of the ordinance? 
hey are those which I havedreadyenumerated. 



Mot one of those principles and provisioDs enu- 
mented are incowiitenl with the ConatitotioD; 
on the contrary, they were each and all inoor- 

« orated in the Constitution, not as the Constiti:- 
00 was originally adopted, but as it was therc^- 
after amended by the action of the First Congre-''^ 
in 1789, and the subsequent action of the peof l :' 
of the several States. TheConstitution,a9origiH- 
ally adopted, provided for the government or the 
teiritory of the United States by congressioml 
enactments^ and for the admission of new Stat>^B 
into the Union; but it did not, like the articles r-f 
the ordinance, declare that no mM should be di-*- 
prived of liberty or property but by the ^dgoient 
of his peers and the Utw of Uie land; that the 
inhabitants — all the inhabitants — should beenii- 
Ued, in aU cases involving liberty or life, to tliQ 
trial by jury, and that private property ahoultl 
not be taken, even for public use, without full 
compensation therefor. To the honor of the Fir^t 
Congress tmder the Constitution — the Congress 
of 1789— be it said, that the first ten articles of 
amendment to the Constitution were reported to 
the several States for adoption; and were by tlx^ 
peo^e of the States ratified and incorporated m 
the Constitution. 

The fifth and sixth of these amendments' con- 
tain twfratoNttaUif, and almost (UeroUtf, the provis- 
ions of the articles of the ordinance, and, lik'^ 
them, declare that "no person shall be deprim^J 
of life, liberty, or property, without due procef ^ 
of law;" that the people sliall have the trial by 
jury in all cases involving life or liberty; aiHr 
that private property shall not be taken for pubm 
use without just compensation. 

The articles of the ordinance had been adopti^d 
by the first Congress under the Constitution ; an d 
as the CoDStituUon vraa to be the supreme law 
of the land , it vras but just that the First Congresa 
should have those great principles incorporatod 
by the consent of the whole people of the Uni<'>ti 
in the Constitution. That was done. Why did 
the First Congress adopt these provisions an<l 
principles of toe ordinance, and procure their 
incorporation into the Coiurtitution? That eaa 
be most fiUy answered in the wmds of the ordlp 
nance itself: 

" Por eztendina the flmdamental ptinciptet of civil tn'l 
i^Iifiooa lUwny,** * ■ "and to &x aodeatshllah tho-*^ 
principles aa Uie baals of all lawa, coaalhuiioos, and for - 
cmmenta which, ^braver hereafter, sbtU be AHinad wiihin 
ikt Ttrrtforwt." 

The nctof 1789 adopting thia ordinance, as alMj 
the amendment incorporating its great principl 
intheCon8titution,were "statute rufrtcfion>up'.>:i 
the insUtution of new States" of perpetual obIi|Li- 
tion; and if those restrictions violated the alleg -lI 
"imprescriptible right of ec[ua]ity of the sever-«l 
States," the First CongreB8,*andWnahington,ajiLl 
the people of the United States, were guilty 'i' 
that violation. Perchance Ou.^ had not learo' -i 
that the several States, as States, had an impp-^ 
acriptible right to enalave men throughout tli'» 
national territory, or that new States, under tli« 
Conatitution, might assert any such nght. 

That Congress had the power to exclude sla- 
very from uie Territories, and thereby impo^Lj 
statute restrictions upon new States, is cleariv 
implied in the deed of cession made by North 
Carolina, and accepted by the Congress of 1790, 
of the territory out of which Tennessee has sinpe 
become a State. That deed of cession contaii^^ 
these words: 

" iVoviM, Thai norafUioHoMmade, ortobenmde, liy 
Congreia, ohall tend to emancipate alavea therein." 

Why this proviso, if Congress bad no povp^r 
by statute regulations to exclude alavery frcm 
the Territmies, and even Xo emancipate slaves' 
therein? 

The act of 1798, for the goreroment of the 
Missisaippi Territory, contained one of thos'^ 
statute reatrictiona, which we are told violate tli>> 
impreacriptible right of equality of the sevemi 
Statea, in these worda: 

" Itahall Bot be lawful fiM' any penmi, or penona, to i'^ 
{lorf or brinf into the aid HiaaiMippi Territory, from e"\ 
port or place without lbs limits of itie United mates, 
■lave or slnvea." • • • u ^^d that every al* ' ? 
ao Imported or bronaht, shall, thereupon, b« entitled to 1 - 
celve his or her freedom.— 1 United SUUe* Stafutet, p. 

The act of 1804, for the eovemment of th<- 
Territory of Orleans, in addition to the sain'.' 
rsatrictioo imposed upon the Mississippi Terri- 



torr, contains another restriction upon the-ser- 
era! Statea and the people, in these words: 

"No risve or alma iball, dh«ct]y or indirectly, be intro 
dnesd Into mM TanMory, except by a dUssn of'^ Uie United 
Bvum re mo vt rn g Into said Territory tat aetual seuleRisnt, 
and being, at the time of such remOMl, bona fUe owner of 
such stave or alavea."— a UnUed Slelct Stattdf, p. 388, 
•ec. 10. 

In 17B8 and 1804 the original States were en- 
gaged in the foreign stave traffic. The limitation 
of the ninth section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution had not expired, and Congress was'' 
thereby restrained from prohibiting the impor- 
tation of slaves, and the retention of them as 
slaves within the original States; but Congress 
did, nevertheless, claim and exercise the power 
by these two enactments lo exclude this^reini 
traffic in slaves fVom the Territot^es of Missis- 
sippi and Orleans; and from the latter the domestic 
slave trade also. 

That the power thus exercised by Congress 
over the Territories is constitutional, and unre- 
strained either bv popular sovereignty or State 
aovereignty, has been solemnly adjudged by the 
Supreme Court; yet we are asked, with mock 
gravity, " Will you abide by the decision of the 
Supreme Court, if it Attll hereaflcr decide that 
Congress has not the power thus to Icnslate?'* 
To those who put this question,*! reply, whr 
did you not abide the decision of that tnbunalp 
ipade in the purer and better days of the Repub- 
lic, when Marahall's splendid and brilliant intel- 
lect, full-orbed, illumed its decisions? 

The great qtiestion before the court, in the 
case to which I refer, was the power of Congress 
to legislate over the Territones, and the extent 
of that power. This will become manifest by 
the statement of the case as set forth in the opin- 
ion of the court. 

The plaintifTs brought their acdon to recover 
certain goods which nad been sold pursuant to 
a decree of a territorial court of Florida. The 
eompetewy of this territorial court to make the 
decree was denied. This court had been enlab- 
lished parsuant to the act of Congress of 1S23, 
which authorized ita erection, and which alao 
conferred and defined its jurisdiction. The vo- 
lidiljf of this congressional act was denied, and 
upon ita validity the whole case depended. Tha 
court, in the opinion pronounced by MarahaJI, 
C. J., aaya; 

" The course which the argument has taken will requirs 
that, in decidinf this quesUon, the court shall lahv Into view 
the relation In which FlOfida alanda to the United Stsisa." 

AAer recitinglhe treaty of purchaae, the court 
pioceeds to say that the people of the Florida 
Territory "do not participate in political power; 
they do not share in the Qovemment till Florida 
shall become a State. In the mean ume Florida 
continues to be a Territory of the United Statea, 
governed by virtue of that clause in the Consti- 
tution which empowers Congress * to make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the ter- 
ritory or other property belonging to the United 
States,'" The court adds, that "the right to 
govern may be the inevitable consequence of the 
right to acquire territory. Whichever maybe ' 
the source whence the power is derived, the pn- 
flcmon tf Uis unouestioned." 

The court finally decides the very point made, 
as to the eoaipeteney of the territorial eourtp, in 
these words- 

" They are leglslaUve courts, created in virtue of the gen- 
era! rigkt of sorersfnily which exiau in iJte Oovemment, 
or innrtne ofitiat cwnse which enables Con(raoa 10 mak* 
all needful rules and reculaiiona respectina tlie territory bo- 
ioniinc 10 Uie United Stales." "In legislaUng for thein 
[the Tenitoiiea] Coagnsa exercises the combined powers 
of the Oeneisl sod ef a BtsM government. " 

The competency of the territorial court waa, 
therefore, sustained, and the rule made pursuant 
to its decree held valid. It is a little amusing lo 
hear partisans say that thia is mere dtcf«jn,solhr 
as it affirms the power of Congress over the Ter- 
ritories, or that other evasion, that the court only 
decides that " Congress when providin^territorial 
courts employs the combined power of a General 
and State government," because of the unlimited 
md exclunvtjtirisdielion (f the United States in 
ttdmiralty. I'ne plain words of Chief Jastice 
Marshall leave no room for this evasion, and 
exclude any such conclusion. He says: 

" These courts [the territorial courts] aie not coiuftiu- 
ti^nal court., la *«t5fgl?r/|g^yP^ 
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receiving It** 

He decidu Uwt «'tba]r «n itg Wtli ie courWi 

ia-OoHgNN to nmm cb« TeiviMHea. 'What- 
ever vpee^ pleading rosy be »et up to erade the 
fbrce of this decision, one thing is clear, that in 
the judgment of the Supreoie Cwrt the people of 
theTTerriUima, during the temtonal oixanixa^ 
HoUt " do oot abare in the GoTemmcDt, that the 
ccdhuiM right to govern them iain Coiicresa,a»l 
fbat Congnu, in Jegillatiiig for them, (or all pur- 
poseif exercises the combined power of the uen- 
erftl and ^'f a State government." (American 
Insuranca Compdny et ol. u. Canter, 7 Curtist 
p. 

Ib not the eombIne<l power of the " Oeneral 
and of a Stale goTsmment" competent to exclude 
alaTery ft-om and emancipate slaves within a Ter- 
ritory? North Carolina and the Congress of 
1790 were of that opinion; hence the limitation 
on the power of Congreis in the deed of eecaion 
to which I have referred. 

Beyond oil question the aoverugnty orcr the 
Territoriea is vested in Coogressi avcey act for 
their government from the act of 1769 to the act 
of. 1894 proves this: Ic^slation is sovereignty. 

I have ftlraady ihown that the Constitution 
provides tor tho admiwioa of new Sbilei, and that 
the provision was purposely so framed as not to 
compel their admission upon the uifw lerau with 
the original States, but to enable Congress to sub- 
ject them to other tema and conditions, and to 
admit or reject them at pleasure. Congress has 
repeatedly etxcrciaed this power, and in such a 
way as to put an extinguisoer upon the asserted 
** imprescriptibte right of equality of the icverai 
States." 

The act to enable the people of Ohio to form a 
constitution, and for their adntiBsion into the 
tTuon, passed April 30, 1803, and approved by 
Jefferson, provides that the people may form a 
constitution and State government, " provided the 
Muac shall be republican, and not nBPosif ant to 
the ordinance of July 13, 1787." (United States 
Statutes, vol. 3j>. 174, sec. 5.) Whence did the 
Congrcw of 1803 derive the power to impose this 
restnction upon the people of Ohio aa a condition 
precedent to their oiganization into a State and 
fheir admission Into the Union? Not from the 
ordinanceof i7H7 ; for that was superseded by the 
ConslituUon, and ceased to be law or Iho souroe 
•f auAority upon the adoption of the Cooatitu- 
tion. The power was, and could be derived only 
from the Constitutiourto impose this raatrictioi}. 
What was the eSea of this restrictioo ? Mani- 
festly, to impose uiwn Ohio as a State, terms, 
condiliens, and restrictions, to which the original 
States were not subjected. 

Those terms, conditions, and reatrietiens, were 
that, by her constitution and goverpraeot, Ohio 
■bouid forever exclude elavcry from her territory, 
> except oa punishment for cnme on due convic- 
tion; that no flidn, shoeld, within her limits, be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, but by the 
juagment of his peers 'and the law of the land, 
and that private property aUould nut be taken 
for public use, without just compensation, and 
thatcU Ms inAeNtentt should always enjoy the 
benefits of 4s^af«orptMand the triafby jury. If 
Oiiio had tolerated involuntary slavery by her 
constitution, or had denied to any man protection 
of life, liberty, or propertv, or trial by jury, her 
eenstitutMn woan have ooen rtfmgnitnt to the 
ttrdmance, contrarr to the enabling act of 1803, 
Tiolativa of the fifth and sixth amuidments of the 
Constiuition of the United States, and sha could 
not have become a State or have been admitted 
into the Union. Her people so understood it, and 
framed their constituuon accordinglv. What was 
the resultef this? That Ohio waaadmitted by act 
of Ceogress into the Union, not " upon the same 
terms with the onginal Stales," but upon the ex- 
press condition, tluit asaSutesheshould not en- 
gage in the foreign or domestic ^ve traffic, and, 
as a necessary consequence, that she should not, 
like the original States, have or be entitled to a 
alave representation on this floor. Oall you this 
equality of right? Why woa Ohio in the Union 
five years prohibited by force of congressitmol 
enactment from engaging in the foreign slave 
Inide* which all that lime wss beiiig earned on by 



Uie oiiginsl States? The ninth seolion of lb ftr« 
article of the Constitution did notoUif« Congtess 
to deny to Ohio tliis privilure-, it only resfmfawri 
Congrees fVon wrthibitiitg this traffic in the or»- 
ginoT Slate*. Whv was Ohio pnmHtd txom te* 
porting daves into ner terrilorf from abi«std,'or 
engaging in the domestic slave trsAc; and why 
were all the States of the Unioo,and th* aitiaciia 
thereof, denied, by fores of thie congRSMioMl 
** etalute restriction upon the instiimidB" •TtlHtt 
new State, the alt^^ed imprescriptible rigitt 40 
traific in slaves therein? Moat certainly beeauee 
no such right is derived frDm,or saaetionod l>y, 
the Consuiution; and beoause new States ean 
only be formed and admitted upon «u«h temn 
as will require of them a full and cbar reeegahion 
of the constitutional proviaion, that «# ptnm 
shall be endaved or deprived of his piopwty or 
life, but as pujuahnwat for erioM upoa aue eo»* 
vietion. 

- By the aot of Ann) 19, 1&16, (apBrend by 
Madison,) to enable the people of Indiliia Co 
form a SMte conatitutioo, and fortheiradntisaien 
into the Union, the same terms, esmfitisi M , *nd 
roafriclteiu, which were imposed tipon the pei^>le 
of Ohio were imposed upon that State. (United 
SiatesSlal*it«a,vol.3,p.388,aec.40 BytkeAct 
of April 18, 1816, (a{^>roved by AuMne*) pro* 
vidingfor the fonoationof aooMtitatioii ana the 
odmisaion irf' the State of Illinois, thn aamnlnrmi. 
conditione, and restrictions, were inpooed upon 
the people of that State. (United Stales Statutes, 
vol. 3, p. 430, sec. 4.) The aot ocnsiztngthe 
original Territory or Wisc(»Mio, indudine what 
is now the States of Iowa and Wisooasln, ap- 
proved by Jackaon, and passed Awil 90, 1886, 
pvovidee thot " tAt inhMtmUk aball he entitled to 
and CDjoy"alI the lights tumrti to the people of 
Uie Northweet Territory " by the ortieles of eoal- 
peet contained in the ordioance passed July 13, 
1787, and shall be aubjeet toMlke OMMtiMem ani 
rB*lncliem and ^(nUMmm HI aoid artielesof eon- 
pftct imposed upon the people ef said TerrttOfy." 
(United Suites Statutes, vol. 9, p. 16, mo. IS.) 
The act ** toestabtiah the lerriloiial goremfMiit 
ofOre^," passed August 14, 184S,-ae«u*ea the 
same rights to, and iuposes the same eendtlisfW, 
retlridisn*, attd prMiitiem, upon the tdhafci fe ato 
and futureSlates of that Territory, (United Stales 
Statutes, vol. 9, p. 339, see. 14,) with the sanc- 
tion of President Polk, and witn the advice and 
consent of the great godfather of popular sover- 
eignty himself. By the joint resolution for an- 
nexing Texas to the United States, the same con- 
ditions and restrictions, by the approval of Tyler 
and the vote of the reputed author of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act, are imposed uptm the Aiture States 
to be oi^nized within that territory north of 360 
30* north latitude. (United States Statutes, vol. 
5, p. 798.) 

The mere fact that Congress did not, in all 
instances of the (Erection and admission of new 
States, exercise this power of restriction and pro- 
hibition, atgttcs nothing against the existence of 
the power. The mere non^ser of a f^alative 
power, in some instances, worics no for^iture of 
It. There is a record, a very strong record, Of 
restrictions imposed by CongreM upon the people 
of the Territories, and upon the iastitntion of 
new States. If these restrictiens be vioiative of 
popular sovereignty and State etjuolity, Wash- 
ington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Jackson, Tyler, and Polk, are guilty of that 
violation, and were black — very black— *Repub- 
licans. If these statute restrictions were constl- 
totional, viM becomes of this nNtMid inpre- 
aeriptible right of equality oflltsfmnd States? 
If the General Government does net possess this 
power over the iiutitution of new States — if i« 
power is restrained by popular soveretgntyend 
StMe sorerMgnty, u the President avers— then 
we are but tqf instnnnent to enforce whatever 
domenticByatemofgovemmenttltese high powers 
may establish in the Territories, even thowh it 
be a demotaam which would make Nen> blaeh 
and put Caligula to shame. 

Can it be that 4be Constitution of the United 
States ia this weak and widied invention ? All 
your territorial hgislettion disproves it. Every 
organic act extends the Constituttoo and laws 
of the United States over the. Territories. Your 
Kmms*NiAw&^ aa doss this. TIm CoutitH* 



tion,'bei«g -in force in the Temtocie#> ie the 
eupmme law. Whatever legislation , tiiervfora, 
of the territorial goveriuaent,xont}icta with U>e 
GonstMution Af the national statutes, ia void, mnA 
subject to repeal by Congrssa. The eoiiMaroniiae 
Bcte of 1850, of which we bear «o nuicrf* f>f late, 
and on.whieh the geoibman from Geoi^i& {Mr. 
Sravmin] tatae* hM otoad, in terras raco^isca 
the ■fowr 0f Coagnaa to prevent tiie takim 
•fleet of atiak mtkat by a oimple diaappsov«J iif 
them. 

The President neogoixes the force of tiie Cob- 
atitulion,.to restrain (he ajcarcise of popular mov- 
erftignty in the Tsrriuirics, and the power of 
Congrees to repeal auch laws m the aovcreigHB 
there may pass in eonfiict with the ConBticutioo. 
He says that he trusts " Congress will aec * ' that 
iu> act shall renain on the Btatuts*book or Jfauau, 
" violative of the provisions of the Conatitutioo, 
or subversive of tbe-gceat objects for wbich tiuU 
was ordained and estohUahed." 

Popular AOVeroigBty and State equalitjr oaiisot 
live in the Territoriea under this power of repeal 
in Cengraoe. If this power of repesU ejcietf, 
what is Its limit? Mothitig but the jud^nent of 
Coagrees upon the questton, whether llie terri- 
teriol acts are violauva of tbe Constituuoa. «r 
nUhrereive of the great objects of ita crealionf 
11)0 etgccta for which the Constitution waa or^ 
dniued are written upon its fooc; and asMngist 
these obfeels were the esU^Iishnent of juatice 
and the security of liberty. The Kaneaa a«ia ara 
subvenive of these itbjects; ,they legalize ii^iw- 
tiee, and put liberty in chiuns; they deny dbe 
right of trial by jury, the right of habeaa cor^Hia« 
tM right of fnedom of <q}eech and freedom of 
the presH, and the right of personal aecurity. 
Ace not such denials of right subveraive of .toe 
Constitution, and violative of ita spirit? iM 
him say no, who can, or who dare. Nov, it 
thia npealing power is in Congress, aa the Prea- 
ident very clearly admits, atM if thaae territo- 
rial acts be needful to eupnoit slavery, aad Con- 
gress BMV repeal them, WMt becomes of alaveiy 
these? And if Congress has this power over thie 
Territories, when do^ it cease? Of neee— ity, 
under the PasBident'e owo showing, not whue 
tbe territorial -eHauiizalion lasts, when doea 
that urminote ? Only at the pleasare ood by the 
consent of Congress. 

1 have alrowti that the MAslative, eocecativei 
and judicial departments of the Qoveronient have 
recognized in the most solemn manner, the. pria- 
ctple, that the Territories are under the .abaoluM 
controLoftbe National Government, that bycon- 
gtessiooal eoaetmeDt sJavecy owy be wceloded 
tnerefrom , and that new Stalee can only be ferntsd 
in the Tenitories sulyeet to sueb conditione as 
Gongreaa may prescribe. The afirmanoe of this 
power, under the Constitution, by the graatow 
names of the Republic, oRtcially expressed in all 
ita departments, has been stamped into the sida- 
nuint of the past, there to remain forever. 

Under these sanctions I repeat my propoeicloqt 
that slavery may be excluded by this Gh>veni- 
mout from its Territories — that such restrleiioa 
is constitutional, and may be rightfully asserted 
OS a condition precedent, upon the institution of 
new States, and their admission into the Union. 

It reaulu from this legislation of Congreas that 
neither Ohio, Indiana, Illiaoia, Michigan, Iowa, 
nor Wisconsin, may lawfully legalize slavery 
therein, without a violation of plighted faith , of 
tbe eji:press terms of their Bevcrareaabliag aad 
organic acta, and of the plainest principlea of iIm 
Canotitution. They have each so declared by 
their fuadonental low; they each complied with 
"the statute restriction;" they each prohibited 
slavery; and that the essential principles of lib> 
erty might be "unalterably established," they 
each declared by Uieir constitution that mU man 
are bom equidly free and independent, and have 
the natural and inherent rights of enjoying mriA 
defending life and liberty, and of acquiring, poa- 
aeesing, and defending property, and that theae 
rights are iHALisifABLE. They understood the 
statute restriction of Congress binding and oblig- 
atory upon them m StaUi^ and hence their literal 
compliance with its requirement. . They ander- 
alood the sublima conc^>tionof the ereat fotfaere 
of the Republic, that the alaverv prohibition waa 
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M wed in -tbs onUnanca, Bad Mcorpemtad in 
tliAr aercra] ongsaie and vnablti^^tR , Bmutt not 
menly andl their giate comtaiotiona ahMrid ba 
fturmod, butao long *m the Ststea ^wm or^iumA 
should lire. Yea. Mr, " l^crty/ormcrtoall 4hm 
inhsbHaaHt"was4eeiand tneaaMagreaaioin] 
uiaetiw)nla,aBd b]r ttn doaatitutioda of theasonv 
SiaiiMr to be -the ceaeotia) eaMtttion «f thMr-esiet- 
Mce—Hteir versr breath of !if«. And to^y, otw 
dtt that «a*t traet af couatiy, oororad by tboae' 
■ix free Btatee, cobmb the etirrin^ kindling peo- 
^tarnation, " libertgr to all tiw inbabitenta jWmwr 
—tj, nWKTia, nntil empneaand aaiiooaperiAh, 
ill the lieavetifl be ao iiwre,and tbe eaith and 
laa «niB up ihetr dead r" I -voald not wiUiafly 
wvrendBr a pewer wfaidi httrworined miafa benen- 
icnt reaultfl. 

There ia bet one aiode of oaupe ftom the oe»- 
Juaie* that tbia *' etatiile natnatiea vipom tbe 
aatiltttion" of new Stalea msf and abaald be 

npoaed by GoBgreaa.'and that ie U> Tepudiate 
jtofethcf the aoveieigtity of the OeBerai Oov- 
fnment over the Ten-itoriea— 4o deny tint tbe 
Perritoriea are the property of Ute United Btatee, 
ind asaertt on tbecMMrasy, in the woida of Mr. 
Jaihoun, whom the PnaidaBt undertakea to fol- 
DW, bat with "^traetpiBl step," that the TaniUf 
iea belong, not to the Uniteid Statee, but »o Hu- 
merai Slates— that tfce States, eBTcnAtLV, ae- 
ide the dominion «nd ' Borereign^ over them. " 
Galhoun'a WorlM.Tiri.4t p. dOT.) That -vaa 
be only poattion by which niat gmM man oould 
lake plaueible hie obieetk>n to the ekreBy inbi'' 
itioa byCoognBS. He held ibat dn Territerieai 
wre the eonimim properly of the aoTeval Statea, 
eld jointly for tneir eoonmon use, and therefore 
e elaimaa that it wae wajiut and iwa^iMt that 
'«My portion of the pattnera ontnarabering 
Dother portion ebould ouat them of thia eom- 
ion property of theira," of proaeribe them from 
migrating thitherwith theiralaTe properly. He 
td not^ueMton the power of Congreaa to govern 
he TerncerieB* aa die tmatee of the Statea, andfor 
ieirbeDelit, bat dented tbatnndertkeConatatultoa 
lareryeonld be prohibited therein. If theifiltetee 
re tenante In eomnron in Uie Territoriea — if-they 
e the partneis in thia propsrky — ^how oan one 
ortiODof Ibeee partnera outnumber anotbcrpor- 
on and oust them? Surely not by legjelation, 
irtheydo not legiahiteiia Statee over tne Tenri- 
iriea. How then? By eMering the Territory, 
nd ouaLtB^ their copartnere by force, or by aete 
r usurpation. That, eir, baa been dooealMady, 
ot by the iton-^vebolding partnera, but by 'the 
aveboldiDg partner*; and that ia lfae inenttMe 
tsult uf Mr. Oalhonn'anropoaltion, adopted by 
le Pri-eident, lba|'the Terntorieame under the 
ominion and aoverejgntyof the StMeaaevemdiy. 
hat ia the reeuUof thia " eonatiiutional e^[uality 
r each and all of the Statee of the Union ai^ 
tatef," asaerted by the Preeident, for tbe gor- 
timetit of Kaneas, inatead efthe aoMRigniy of 
le nation. Thia attempt to aec«ire eqinjity to 
te Statee ae such within the Territoriea oatmat 
t effected. No iegielation can aeoure iu It ie 
ipoaeible in the oatare of th'nfa. The aiave- 
Nding Statea«Mart dHttnua -ara ptaparly; dte 
moaiftTehiriding States aaeert that inen>'an not 

operty, and eannot aad ehall not be 'amde 
«perty t Qeorgia, by her eonali(uljeti,'deelaree 
At the Lagtriature atidl have no poarar' to peee 
ws Sor the emaneiMtion of elaTea witboatitbe 
'evious eonaent or aaah of their raeMotive own- 
B. Ohio, by her eenatitution, aeehu«v that 
ere ahallbe no elavery, exoept in puniahaaent 

cTune, upon doe eoaviction. If the domtatic 
ntiiutionaiof 'the eeventl Statea are^to ebtaiU' in 
e Territoriea, aa the PreaidentaaBerta^haw can 
eyoocxiat then when tfceyUuittoondiot? You 
r^t ««-w«U expect two eepamle wid dielinct 
batanaee to eeoupy tbe aame plue at tbe-aeaae 
ne, or life end death to eoexiet at tbe aame 
ument in the aame body. 
Su, thia propoaition of State equality in the 
^rritariesn a aaere absurdity, except «pon thfl 
rpotheeia tliat the TGrritonea ahail be parti- 
ined. Partition would be a coaiproaaiae; sad 
ien the South asaomed tbia.poaition, her great 
bder [Mr. CaHienn] totd ue, " Let oa be done 
th comprMniaeB;Ieta8g6backand«tandimea 
e Constitution." (Calhoun^ WoikB,T^. 4, p. 
7.) Ki^Kcetadtafr-tfalioiAagnHttolltak^ 



'no itxire eompni na ia Ba ' we atand vpon the Con- 
atitation. Then, bit, diere te to be no puoition 
of thene lE^eritoriee— no B|^iovtionmeBt of one 
ptutoa slave territory,' and another pan ■m free 
lertitMy. Thia being ao,-! say egain,4he equal 
denunion of the 4ta«ea, **«8--0tates/' within tbe 
TerriMiisa iaimpoanble. The-privilege to bold 
Btav«etntiieT^toriea(bPsBho«ttHia,uatfl8ter- 
ritorialatatote er a comtiuilion exaluditig it aMI 
have been adopted will not aecun to the Statee 
equality in the aenae used by the President. It 
wotdd notmeettfae demands of the Sonth to per- 
mit them to go into the T^itoriea with Inair 
slaves to-morrow, to be dnvea 'baok and oualed 
by Bi^rior nonbera the next month or the next 
year. To make good thia demand, I-aay to gen- 
tlenMH, yeu mast — you -will take anomer Bte|), 
and that in, to nasert your right to h*id alaves 
within the Territoriea' elbr, na wall avi^fbre, Uieir 
ersDtion into Statea. Thia nesessariiy raaolta, if 
within the Tarritoriea tbe tgmHl^ of each of the 
fimtes, aa States, is to be maintained. 

Why, atr, we were toU but 'a day or two ago 
by the gentlemeii from South Oanriina, [Mr. 
Qte,] that territorial at aun ea ware absolutely 
naeeasary to protect jdave jnoperty within the 
Tartilorice. bnaetaoaala to that end nave already 
been made in Kanaaa byiiaufpeta. Aepeal these 
enactmenta, aa 1 tniat yuU'Will repeal them, and 
what sanation or prMeeltoo then have yea for 
Blavea in Kansas ? None, nr, none. You have 
acrimceaet-forttie puniritmentof mnfder,-maira- 
iDgf 'robbery, Ivceny.&e., when committed in 
oay ptaie under the etxelomae jurisdiction of the 
United Statea, &c. Thieect, with its penalties, 
by its own termataa weH-oa by youroi^anio biw, 
is HI full force in Kaneae; but it fumMies no 
pyoteetion to slavery or abtva property there. If 
any parson should steal a dava witbin that Ter- 
ritorv held by another es his propesty, he ooold 
not oe punished under that Matnie. If a slave 
should there resist hm nMster'a audiority over 
bin peraoo, twd.lake his mastar*B life in dmnae 
of his own liberty, think yoa tbe ahva eouM be 
heM for murder underthe national alatule? No, 
sir! Why would it not be terctny under that 
statute to steal a slave in Kanaaa; or murder fora 
shmc to reaiatthe assault of hie master, and slay 
hink in defense of his liberty? Simply because 
laroeoy can only be committed of proptrty; and 
by the Conatitution of our comau}n country, hbn 
are not rnoeenTT, and cannot be made property, 
and have the right to defend their personal liberty 
even to the infiicUon of death ! At common law, 
laraeay ean only be eommitiad of property; and 
it is not murder to kill another in Aemim of your 
person or liberty. Our penal ilatute neea the 
ternu "lnKeoy''and"nMrdflr" only indie sense 
of the common law. 

That men are not property under the Consti- 
tution has been declared from the Supreme Bench. 
In the case of Groves et at. vs. Slaughter, (15 
Peters, p. 507,) Justice McLean, speaking of 
slaves, says, " The character of prop«rty ia given 
them by the local law," and that '* the Conalitu- 
tkwaou-itpenelaves aei>er8ons,and not as prop- 
erly. " It needs no opinion of that diatingutshed 
man and eminent juriat to establish thia. If 
slaves were jtroperty under the Consiltation, it 
would follow that they would continue property, 
wherever the owner might take them within the 
Union; and hence he might hold his slaves as 
property within Ohio, notwithstanding her con- 
stitutional prohibition. It baa been ruled that, if 
tbe owner bring his slave within that State, die 
ehve is free. If the Constitution would protect 
elave property in Ohio, it would protect it in Kan- 
sas. The Constitutioit protects it in neither; and 
henae it fcdlowa dut it can be protected oidy by 
leoal law. The ^tleanui from South Carolina 
[Mr. Okk] wae right, dierefore, in aaying that, 
without territorial laws to prstecf it, slave prop- 
erty could notbebeldin the Territoriea. Thie 
caa c aasie n , air, while it ia wanifeitly true , ia fatal 
to die Preaident'e assertion of the consMuliimaJ 
and ia&preaeriptiMe tight of each and all of the 
States, as Statea, to held slarea in tbe Territories. 

Tbe Pwem/ietit't aaaertion *' of the impreacrip- 
tible right of equality of the aevcral Statea," h 
willMMit nieani^ if it does not mean that tbe aev- 
eml Stataa Imve extr»4erritoriid powar, tluougli- 
.out the national domain, taanfiMmMuid nnioiwi 



property in iieves. What else could he tnean by 
saying that the nOrietion of the set of 18S0 vio- 
Utod '* tfhe iflspreecriptible right of equality of 
the aeveral States?" How did tbia restriction 
violate any right of the tntml BttOet, unless they 
severally bad the rigAt to traAe in abtves, and 
hdd il«f«B «e moperty wiAin the Territoriea r 
Thwe was nothing reetrieted by It bat alavety 
^thin the Tert-itory therein desN-ibad. 

But there is anotbM- paasege in tbe mcesaga 
before us, so A<^)Uy expressed aa to leave no 
doubt of the^Presidentls meaning. He says: 

" The tntral Statts of ite Union aiv, by force Of the 
GoMMliaihm, eeetfual hi dosMHtlelefrttlatiTa power. Can- 
gie** saanot ctia^ a latw of dovenic rebttiun in Um State 
of Maine ; ao moie can It in ihc>8tai« of Mimouri. Aay 
statute which proposes to do tliLi is it mere nullity— it tnkea 
away no right— it confera noap." • • • " To repeal 
it will be Only to rainove iiapecAieilon tnm the atatatM^ 
vitbwit etfcctinc, eitber ia the sense of peraiiaBM or aro- 
bibUioii, tHe aeuan of the State* or tlieir citizens. Still, 
When the nominal TUtrUlion of ttiU nattire, already a dead 
letter in law, waa in temta repealed by the tast Congrem, 
ineclaiiae^ltie actotguMnK tbe TrrrilTilnii nf If mass 
and Nebnaka, Uiat repeal waa in«le the oceasioa ot a 
wide-spread and daoceroiu agiiaiioq." 

Here is the aaaertion, plaintr expressed, tkal 
tbe aeveral •Statee have eoequat dotweatie iMjis- 
lative power, and that Congreaa cannot prohibit 
davery in the Territoriea, bec««weaach a reetrio- 
tion, if allowed and enforced, wouM be a {Hohibi* 
lion upon '* tbeadionof theStates,"and '* ebanga 
a law of doaaestie relation within the Statea." 
Are the several Statea, ** by farce of dw Conatfr* 
tudon, " " coequal in domastlele^iidMive power?" 
And does that coequal l^islaUve power eitaai 
to the Territoriea? 

Webavealreadyaeen diat die six northwestern 
States were no^ coequal with the original ^tatea 
in domeatic legislntlve power; that they wefo 
only pu-mitted to form eonstiiutions and to ceme 
into UR Union upon the condition that slavery, 
" the doetsstic relation" of some of the otbier 
States, should be/>twver'exduded from their m-- 
ritoriea; diat to-day those six Statea are in thn 
Union upon tliat oondidon, and eannot ealablidi 
the domestic isstitntion of slavery therein. Zkoes 
this alleged " coequal domeatic legisIativB power 
of die aeveral Statea" extend to tTie Territoriea? 
The President manifitsUy ao concludes; else bow 
cooU die teiritorial prohibition of riavery, if 
enforced, a^t "Uie action of die States,'* Or 
diange a law of domestio relation tbermn? If 
th* Severn! States have this coequal power over 
the domestic inatituttons of the TerritorieoT tM 
neceaaity exieta for local I^ielation there lo.pro> 
teet the doaieatio relalim of cbettel slavery. TIm 
law of Qeorgia, in that eaae, would fbllow tbe 
slavcproperty of its citizen thither, and make it 
property there, and, for aught I csq see, the 
penal laws of Georgia wottlil also operate there 
for the protection of that property. 

But it is useless to dfrell upon a proposition so 
absurd; it haa no sanction in the Constitation or 
in reason. The extra-territorial legislative power 
of every State is limited to its own utizens and 
sulqeeu. That is the decision of the SepreaM 
Court, in the great ease of Worcester at. the State 
ofGsoiigin. (SPetm.) A pennanent ebnnge sf 
domicile determines ciUzenship. 

I conolude, therefore, that the Territories are 
not under the dominion and sovereignty of the 
Stales tevtrmih); that the exclusive dominion ami 
sovereignty over them is in the United Statea* 
and ean be exercised only by congressionat enact* 
nwDt; and that new Statea within the Territories 
can only be formed by and with the consMit of 
the National Gh>vernment. Tbe people of the 
Territoriea may form a StiUe constimtion, but 
unieas it be approved by Congreea, no State is 
ofinnizad; tbe oonsUtation ao formed iaa nuitity; 
and tbe inhabiUuils remain subject to eongree- 
aional l^islaUon. They can never become a 
State but pursuant to such conditions aa tbe 
nauooai will may impom, and that will ie limited 
by nothing but tbe Conatitntion. The Constitu- 
tion is based upon tbe rqcALivr of the human 
race. In the words of WaBhington, ** It is com- 
pletely free in ite principles." A State formed 
underthe ConstitiiUon,and pursuant to iUB[»rit, 
musfraatupon this great prmciple of KaoALivv. 
Its primal ol>fect niuat be to protect each humaa 
being within its jurisdnjtion in die and AiU 
eirioyaKnt of his nfttural. righ|gr* flmf* 
Digitized by VjiJOyiC 
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or conrenlioNol rights we mibject U» ihe WOU^ 1 
of ihe majoriiy, bul ihe righlB of buman natoir* 1 
belong to each member of the Stale, and caWlOl 
be forfeited but by^ crime. 

It neceasanly foUowa that neither aUve statotei 
nor alave conaiitutiona can be made operative 
■within the Territoriea, without the aaneuon and 
BpproTBl, expresB or implied, of Congrwa. The 
]A«8ident hinuelf ooDcedea thia; tha put legis- 
lation and the eoiempomDeoai eonatrnetion and' 
hiatory of Uie Constitution prove it, Diaguiae 
it aa you mayt the queation which ahakea the 
Union to day, ia, not whether Congreaa may 
govern the Territoriea, but bow Congreaa may 
govern them? The question ia, whether Con- 
greaa shall govern tRe Territories in the spirit 
of the Constitution, and impose such "statute 
reairictioDa" upon the.inatitution of new States 
therein aa wilt require the people thereof to con- 
form their local inatitutiona to the Conatitution, 
and baae them upon the broad American, repub- 
lican principle of abntate cfiioUy ; or whether, by 
the sanction of eongreaaionol enactment, by/orce 
^conJTe*rion(U low, the people of the Territoriea 
■hall be " perfectly free'* to oi^nize their local 
governmonu upon the narrow, proaciiptive, un- 
equal principle of AatoLurs DcvpoTiiNf The 

riation is, whether, by your law, people within 
Territories ahall be enabled to aslabliah ila- 
very therein, irrespective of race, aex, age, color, 
or condition ? The question is, whether, in the 
wganiziUion and admiaaion of new Statea, the 
annof induatry — that arm in which alombera the 
nation's aurengih and the nation's aeeurityw^halt 
be fettered. 

You may call the Stale which enslaves and 
sella (ts own children, and manacles the hand 
which feeds and clothes and sheltefs it, repubUcan; 
but truth, and history, and Ood's etemu justice, 
wiU call it topotiam, equally criminal and equally 
odioaa, whether aanctioned by one or many, by 
a aingle tyrant or by the million. I deny the 
constitutional right of any class of men, from any 
Slate (tf the Union, or from any quarter of the 
globe, to esl^liah such a government within the 
oa lionet Territoriea, under and by force of the 
national Conatitution, be cause auch a Govem- 
nent ia tubveraive of the great objects for which 
that Constitution waa ordained, and violative of 
ita spirit. Who will cay that it is within the 
spirit of the Cooatitution to establish and per- 
petsate within our Territories the hated rule*f 
tyranU, that might gives right; that the few may 
govern the many; that the strong may juatlyroo 
and oppresa the weak? And who,aa the Repre- 
sentative of ihe people, and under his oath to the 
CfNoatitution, wUl nntction such a tyranny by a 
solemn act of admis«on into the Uni^nf 

It must 1m apparent that the abaolute equality 
of all, and the equal protection of rach, are prin- 
ciples of our.Conautution, which' ought lo be 
obaerved and enforced in the organization and 
• admiaaion of new Statea. The Constitution pro- 
vides, asvs have seen, that no perton shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law. It makes no distinction either 
ou account of complexion or birth — it secures 
these rights to all persons within iu exclusive 
jurisdiction. This is equality. It protects not 
onjy life and libcriy, but also property, the pro- 
duct of labor. It contemplates that no man shall 
ba wrongfully deprived of the fhiit of his toil 
any more than of his life. The Conatitution 
also provides that no title of nobility shall be 
granted by the United Statea, nor by any State 
of the Union. Why thia restriction? Was it 
not because all arc equal under the Conatitution; 
and that no distinctions should be tolerated, 
except those which merit originates, and no 
nobility except that which springs fVom the prac- 
tice of virtue, or the honest, well-directed effort 
of brain, ur heart, or tiand? There is a pro- 
found significance in this restriction of the Con- 
atitution. It is an announ^ment of the equality 
and broiherliood of the human race. 

I do but utter the spirit of the Constitution 
when I say, that nobility cannot be conferred by 
the empty tiilea of a monarch, however august 
or however debased, bestowed upon his aervtle 
pamaites, who "bow at every nod, and aimper 
at every word." That is not nobility, though 
throned in powerand "clothed in purple, "which 
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cruahes and enatavea the miiliona who lift up their 
hazard facea, and atretch forth their ahriveled 
hands, aaking for leave to eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their master 'a table. But, air, there is 
nobility in that patient, humble t(»l«iiidi makes 
a blade of grass to grow where none grew before, 
thereby giving a drop of nourishing milk to one 
of God's creatures. There is nobility in that 
eunniog faasdicraft which oonvertB tha wool, the 
cotton , the ailk, and the flax into beantifiil fabrica, 
with which the fonn of humanity is clothed. 
There is nobUity in that sturdy arm of intelligent 
industry, which lete_ in the sun upon the fertile 
earth, which plows its fields, scatters the seed, 
gathers in the harvest, and gives bread to 
the nations — which hews from the forest and the 
rock the material, and builds the habitetiona of 
man. There is nobility in that imperial exercise of 
the intellect which enlarges the measure of knowl- 
edge and lessens the ilte of life; which subdues 
the elunenla of natore, and makes them miniater 
to the wanta and comfort of our race; which gifla 
the lightning with a tongue, and makea it the 
awifl messenger of thought and intelligence; 
which controls the ocean, engirdling the world 
with ita winds and waves, and makes it the P^sce- 
fui highway of commerce and civilization. There 
is nobility in that beiteficent policy of a State 
which asserts the equality of all, and defends the 
inborn righta of eaeh,agaiostthe combined power 
of all; which establishes justice, maintains lib- 
erty, rewards labor, and protecta property; which 
dota the land all over with publie schools, and 
thereby gives to the people the power of knowl- 
edge; which builds ana fosters those institu- 
tions which shelter the poor and houseless, and 
those other asylums in which the blind are 
taught to see, the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 
speak. Thia is the nobility — the only nobility 
which our free Constitution tolerates and fosters, 
and which the policy inaugurated by iU illustri- 
ous founders develops. For evidence of this, 
I point you to the six free States of the North- 
veat — tne offapring of that policy with thelt 
aaven milUona of ftvemen, with their free homea, 
their ftee achoola, their fi«e thought, their fVec 
press, their free labor, and their general and 
all-pervading intelligence. The President would 
strike down this policy under the false pre- 
texts that it is violative of popular sovereignty 
and State equality. As a representative of the 
American people, I eannot consent to diat; nor 
have the people MneClofied it: it would be an act 
of political auicide; it would dieturb the repoae 
of the dead, and bloat the hopes of the living. 
I would maintain that policy inviolate, i would 
extend it over all the national Territoriea, until 
that vast belt of the earth's surface stretching 
from the confines of Iowa to the golden gates of 
the Pacific shall be filled with this new order — 
this mig;hty brotherhood of human virtue and 
human industry. 

SLAVERY— SOUTHERN RESQIJBCES. 

SPEECH OF LAWRENCE M. KEITT, 

OF SOOTH CAROUNA, 

In TBE UouiK or Reprise VTATiVKi, 
January 15, 1857. 

The JlouMf. beini in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union — 

Mr. KEITT said: The tendency of political 
movemenu in the United States is to the forma- 
tion of geographical parties. Even the framers 
of the Constitution foretold this, and prophesied 
its dissolving influence upon the Federal Union. 
The rivalry of local interesU, the conflict of dif- 
ferent social systems, and the illicit operations of 
the Government, stimulated this lurking antago- 
nism, and the events of the last fbw years have 
given it a swiA and ominous maturity. It meete 
us at evenr point of the political compass, and ia 
not to be bound by treacneroua oompromisea, or 
quieted by sentimental invocations. Pious con- 
servatives may exhaust their ladirymoae appeals, 
and needy demagoruea may shout around the 
chariot-wneels of Uie Union; but they will find 
that coming issues are to be met and shaped by 
other men than they, who have wasted themes- 
tige and huckstered off the glories of the Union 
like cormpt shoe-leather. 



Old men who learn nothing, and young men 
who dream everything, foretold the advent of a 
poliucal millennium at the election of IVlr. Buch- 
anan. Is the halcyon period dawning upon us ? 
Why, sir, the agitation of the alaverjr queation is 
already renewed with iocreased bitterness and 
pertinacity. Thiscontrollingelement of discord, 
instead of being *' crushed out," ia concentrated 
and exaoertmted. Deliberate calmness and dis- 
passionate judgment are gravely preperin^ — it 
may be unconsciously — the iaaues and acHievA- 
mente of a new condition of thinga. 

A glance at the rise and progresa of Abolition- 
ism (I mean Black Republicanism, Free-Soil ism, 
WUmot-proviaoiam, i£c., for they are practiul- 
1t the aame) will illuatiate iu future aji d e hcnr 
the danger which threaUna the Union. 'Witfai* 
twenty years it has assumed a party orniniza- 
tion; and moving on with the nmty and identity 
of antique Fate, it now controls the authorities 
often States, (tccunea every avenue to die publie 
mind, and makea tne lecture-4W>m,the press, and 
the pulpit, tributary lo ita savage propa^andism. 
There are organized Abolition societies in Great 
Britain, and organized Abolition societies in the 
United States, in open and active cooperation 
with each other. These foreini societies have 
sent their agente and orators to toe United States, 
and they have been in correapondeneo with mem- 
bers of Congreaa. The* Government of Oreat 
Britain has declared ite countenance of its own 
Abolition- societies in a manner offensive to this 
Gtovemment; and the statute-books of soine of 
the free States are filled with laws practically 
annulling aproviaion of the Cimatitution, without 
which the South would never have been wooed 
into the Federal compact. The first treaty of 
annexation with Texas waa defeated by>A.Doli- 
ttonism, and ita emissaries in the South for years 
have been instigating to insurrection and arson. 
With ite malignant intent thusdisplay^, appeal- 
ing to every low passion, and intrenched behind 
the outhonties of ten States, what has the South 
to expect i If she submite to this vulgar tyranny, 
her soil will be filled with acathed and- blackened 
ruins, and die Oovemment will be eataibKahed 
upon the usurpation of her nghta, the insecurity 
other social peace, and die inaignifieance of her 
people. 

Aa the dispute between the North and the 
South is concentrated upon thequestion of sianry , 
I shall offer some general reflections upon tns 
subject of slavery; and as it also tends to ths 
dissolution of the Union, I shall exannine the 
resources of the South, and her ability to maintain 
a separate and independent government. 

Firat, upon the question of slavery: The stndy\ 
of aaveial years, devoted to the earnest tradittons 
of raees, the written records of societies, and the 
comparative leeialations of antiquity, has con- 
vinced my mind that slavery ia a primord iai fact, 
rooted in the origin of things. As a corollary 
to this, it may safely be deduced, that the exist- 
ence of laborers ana mechanics in organized so- 
cieties was the result of the partiid and pro- 
greaaive emancipation of slaves. 

Modem thinkers, who have made it their study 
to inquire into, the condition of the laboring and 
mechanical classes, have done so without any 
clear, special, and proper data. "They have over- 
looked, through careleaaneaa or ignorance, their 
connection with the remoter paat, have taken 
them up in their preaent condition without heed 
to their former Btate,and have avoided to inquire 
whether they were in the paat what they are in 
the present. They have applied no key Co open 
dieir hiatoriealpreeedents and explain their social 
aignifieance. They turn around them in a specie* 
of Popilian circle, in the vain attempt to grasp 
at the fbll bearing of their condition, throu^ the 
uneubatantialhelpof sentimental ideologies, ^hey 
know not whence they came, and hence they 
know not whither they tend. 

The laboring dassea assuredly can claim a 
special history, or rather they have, in the gen- 
eral existence of society, a proper and distinct 
destinv, the evolutions of which constitute a 
special history, and teach na under what condi- 
Uona,andatwhat periods, those elasaes appeared, 
gathered together, and spread along the highways 
of civilized mankind. 
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layed the fuU tmnioipt of that butorjr. The 
Tormer is, that modem societies have jnit reached 
that point of eocial revolutiona in whiulthe work- 
.ne claaseB have acquired sufiSc^t derelopment 
uid importance to enforce the sRention of gov- 
imments aod aolicit the inquiries of atateamen. 
The second is^ that history is ahaking off the 
jappings of fable and l^wd in which antiqoitT 
las wrapped its traditions — a condition in voifih 
t was left by the chronidea of the middle ages, 
intil the philosophical analysis of later days beat 
tself to sunder tha fictions of its poetry from the 
(^cof its evenla. Therefore, on one side, eor- 
irnmenta have come to suspect that, beyond the 
lifficnlties inherent to all human devices, there is 
orae obstacle in their mechanism which perfod- 
cally brings ita wheels to a atop; while hiato- 
ians have entered upon the diocoTenr that we 
tend in presence of an immense social fact, which 
hey have forgotten to note in the books which, 
hey miscall histories, and which, overlookine 
he million masses, are almost exclusively filled 
trith narratives of battles and the names of cap- 
tins, statesmen, and kings. Hence it ia that 
hese laboring classes, at the present moment, and 
pith stubborn energy, are knocking at the portals 
f learning^and Uie doors of Government, asking 
he former for their original records and the latter 
or their daily bread. 

When that history is faithAilly written it wilt 
how that these classes were freely and progress- 
rely formed like other elements of society; that 
trough the varieS' Vicissitudes of life, their con- 
ation, like that of other elements of society, has 
one on improving from century to century; that 
heir position in antiqmty was ineompaTably in- 
erior to that allotted to them in'ths middle 
ges, which forelaid the way fbr the superior 
suite of the working classes of the present time; 
.nd lastly, that the condition of the operative is 
. conBiateDt, moral, and legitimate condition — a 
ondition which has grown up in the harmony 
)f things without violence and constraint — a 
condition evolved through the sequel of time, 
.ccordingtolawB peculiar to itself, and involving 
leither hardship, cruelty, nor tyranny — acon- 
lition which rises up into origin and duration, 
n the testimonies ox its present and the indica- 
ions of its flilurs, as an essential portion of the 
leneral system of human societies, and a har- 
nonic note in the great concert of the wants, the 
orrowB, the pleasures, and the destinies of all. 

This condition, (I apeak of it historically,) 
lowever galling it maybe to human pride to reveid 
la origin, traces its primal, universal, and abso< 
ate cause to former emone^otieni <tf itaves. His- 
ory tells us, also, that when theworking classes 
tepped out of the condition of bondage, by the 
rrocess of einanci|Mtion,thev branched into fo^ 
ecurriiw aubdivisums — the nirding, the beggar, 
he thie^ and the pfostitule — which have no gen- 
ral existence in slave countries, unless there 
lave been a commencement of emancipation. 
The necessity of raiment and food, which are ^e 
aain wants of animal life, being the motive 
irhich leads the hireling to work, the paqper to 
«g, the thief to plunder, and the prastitate to 
egrade herself, it is not difficult to conceive why 
hese four conditions, as a general thingh should 
lot exist under the system of slavery, in which 
11 have the necessaries of life — the master by 
he Act that he ia the master; Uie slave bjr reason 
bat he is a slave. There are no morcenaries, nor 
cgsars, nor thieves, nor prostitutes, among ths 
Lraos of the desert tribes, because the slaverv 
rhich reigned in the days of Abraham stands 
kow in its almost primitive integrity. 

The scope of my argument will not allow me 
examine and stats with precision at what 
ime we are, among western nationa, to date the 
mancipation of alaves, out of which ttie working 
Jftsses have sprung. Still there are two important 
acts with which that emancipation is linked — 
he former is, that there is no example before the 
Christian era of aystemaUc emandntttiona, made 
D numbera by tne aneients in the name and 
mder pretense of any moral and philanthropic 
mnciple; whilst aJI emancipations were accident- 
ally made, and then with special reference to 
naividual reeipienlaof theboon. lDdeed,itmay 
■trictly be said that the Pagan philosophsra, vith- 
Hit exception, were unaDimouain Yumiag aMTSiy 



as a legitimate and noranJ element of society, 
from the daff of Aristotle, who terms children 
**the living instruments of their fathers," to 
Plato, who, in his treatise on laws, expaCitUes 
approvingly on two lines of Homer, which say, 

that slaves claim but one half of a human soul. " 
There is, perhaps, but one variaoea from this 
unanimity of ancient philosophers on the law- 
fulness or slavery, and that variance firom other- 
wise recorded opinions we find in the writings 
of a Jewish author. Fktvitui Joaephus states that 
there were among hia people three great philo- 
sophical sects whidi stood without the. text of 
the Mosaic law, which is the first written record 
of slavery — the Pharisees, the Sadocees, and the 
Essenians; the latter of which had community of 
property, and regarded " all men to be naturally 
equal." This sect, however, was obscure, num- 
bering only about four thousand adepts about 
tha dose of the Augustan age, and vet^g on the 
advent of Christiamty; yet, though they asserted 
this dogma of human equality ia theory, in prac- 
tice they assailed it. 

The second ftct to which I hava alluded, and 
which is a oonsequence of the former, consists 
in this, that antiauity offers no instances of those 
crises which 86 frequently convulse the working 
classes in modem times. This fact may be 
readily apprehended when we come to refiect, 
that the emancipation of individuals taking place 
in limited numbers only, the soil absorbed them 
before they could spread over the surface of 
society. _ The free working population, before 
the Christian era, was comparatively ecantr; 
whilst the records of legislation show thai in the 
yesr 337 after Christ, the thirty-five corporations 
of trades, which are defined in the law of the 
Emperor Constantine, (Codex Theodosionus, lib. 
xiv, tit. iii, tex. 7,) beid alt their mechanical work 
performed by the agency of slaves. The num- 
ber of free operatives was very restricted pre- 
vious to the introduction of Christianity, and 
even through the first four centuries which fol- 
lowed its eetablishment; and this relative scarcity 
was in the ratio of the small number of fteed men 
who were turned upon aoeiety in the pursuit of 
self-remunerating toil. 

The JEraHumlPtAiiewm, our modem Treasury 
Department, had slaves, and derived an indirect 
revenue from them by committing the public 
works to their handa. Contractors hini out 
slaves, and trades corporations hod their privi- 
leges improved by the labor of their work-snops, 
teeming with slaves owned by themselves, or 
hired from the treaaory. 

Itisa striking Act, also, that profeasional beg- 
gars were very scarce. The works of antiquity 
which have come down to us indulge in many 
A jibe in relation to paraaitea, high4ife beggara, 
but make no mention of atreet mendieantB. I 
confirm my opinion by the fhct that I have never 
been able to find an instance in Pagan antiquity 
of one city that ever founded an almshouse to 
feed the poor, or an hospibd to tend the sick at 
need. One of the conBtitutions of Justinian, pro- 
mulgated in the year 530, is a precious document 
on this score. Whilst it goes into a minute 
enumeration of all expenditures for public pur- 
poses, chargeable upon the various municipalities 
of the empire, even from the warming of baths to 
the scavenging of jakes, ther&is not a single allu- 
sion to any hoispital or asylum, whether for the 
mendicant, the infirm, the worn out, or diseased 
working man. 

This, however, is of easy solution upon the 
general foct, that in the organiuition of ancient 
society, as on our southern pUintations, every 
slaveholder had an infirmary for the care of his 
shkves. The Roman master had also a domestic 

J' ail. Now, as emancipation never entirely sun- 
ered the bonds between the slave and the master, 
and as the latter continued to hold a right over 
the Boecession of his freedmen, erected into a 
dient, even so eonld the client upon occasion have 
Teconrse to the munificence of nis master, atten- 
uated into a patron, and appeal to him , with every 
assurance, whether in case of sickness, or Uie 
event of impoverishment. Those, therefore, who 
might constitute the body of compulsory be^g;ars, 
or wom-out operatives, u ancient society, neces- 
sarily isBoing frooB the body of emanoipatsd 
«lavea, retursed to the charge of the head of the 



gem, or family, whoae TStainers thej continued 
to be, and consequentiy did not require that sys- 
tem of public providence, which is one of tha 
necessities of modem times, steadjly eating ita 
dissolving way into the body of society. This 
view of ue question is not a mere inference ; tha 
werlub, or dote, which the wealthy patron had 
daily distributed to his jpauper clienta, shows that 
it rests upon a fact. The existence and lawful- 
ness of domestic prisons is sufficiently established 
by the fact that the right of domestic prisons 
was only abolished in the Eastern Empire in the 
year Sw, by a constitution of Theodosius and 
ArcadiuB, and by a law of Justinian in the year 
529 over the Western Empire; but the prohibition 
even then, was limited to Hties and vi^^, and 
the use of private jailsconunued in the latefundia, 
or la^ estates, cultivated by the praMlial alaves. 

It ia not my purpose, Mr. Chairman, in these 
reflections, to toucn upon the mode in which sla- 
very was oi^anized, but only to examine and ex> 
pose some of the vestiges of slavery in antiquity. 
Takiic history in ita sources before they were 
stineanp andoistarbad by fhneiful ayatems and 
theories, we find numerous, deep, and unmia- 
takable traes of two classea of men iriiich, in 
every country, appear in the fkamewwiE of every 
society. . Of these classes of men, one is that of 
the masters, the other that of the slaves. The 
fomier possesses, the latter ia possessed. This 
is a universal flict. There were masters and 
slaves among the Hebrews, with their relationa 
marked out and defined by the direct l^islation 
of God himself. There were such among tha 
Oreeks, f see the Illiad and Odyssey psartm,-) thera 
were such among the Romans, (Justinian Insti- 
tutes;) there were such amoi^; the Gtermana, 
(Tacitus, Customs of the Germans;) there were 
such among the Qauls, (Cuar;) there were such 
among the Saxons, (Turner's Anglo-Saxons, 
Thierry's Conquest of England, Doomsday 
Book;) there were such among the French up 
to the twelfth century, (Assizfai of Jerusalem;) 
and there yere such among the Prussians as late 
as the year 1750, (General Code of the Kingdom 
of Pmssia, tit. 5, art. 196, 197.) 

The existence of slavery in all time, and in 
every country, is a great huttvical fact, the proofli 
of wjkfeh are everyiriiere, in (very book, in ever« 
poem, in every history, in every code to which 
man may have access. It is el«u' that this foct 
of slavery, from all the testimonies connected 
with it, is moat ancient — so ancient, indeed, that, 
running in every stream of time, it caTtnot ba 
traced to anj dear fountain head. It is lost in 
the mist or agea, in common with the most 
essential mdimenta of sodety, viz: the institution 
of marriage, and the individualizing of property. 
Slavery ia already subsisting when the institu- 
tions of Dotions come to be Aramed. Centuries 
after the existsnoe of Abraham, Moses eave law* 
to the HebrewB, embtacing the establiuaient of 
slavery; and yet Abraham and his cotempora- 
ries, when there was no other law thm the oral 
law of the covenant passed directiy between God 
tuid themselves, had their alavu in their tents - 
and in their fields. Homer meceded the historical 
and eonatituled periods of Greece by many cen- 
turies, and yet the harp of the Moeonian bard 
has a string that sings of the slave's estate. The 
laws of the Twelve Tables are the first written 
exordium of Roman institutions, and yet Rom- 
ulus, long before the oanctions of the Twelve- 
Tables, had opened in Rome an asylum for the 
fugitive slaves of Latium. The Salic and Riparian 
laws, the laws of the Saxon% of the Thurii^ians, 
the Germans, and the Angles, Are the starting 
points of the iostitutiona of all modem nations; 
and yet slavery among them pre&xisted its reeog* 
nition in those codes of invasion and conouest.- 
It is an important fiu:t, also, that in oil the legis- 
lative, historical, or poetical monuments which I 
have just mentioned,- slavery is not p ris m Jbeie 
inMiUited by their enactments or their reeords; 
bofit is mentioned aa a fact extant— a known, 
admitted, and sMtled fiust. Moses, Homer, Rom- 
nhis, the laws of invasion, and the results of 
conquest, did not eceate -alaveryi they, merely 
mention it, and regulate its existanea. It exiatad 
before they did, 

I r^Mot, than, that from the siudy of dl tmdi- 

tiona, it doea aot appear that 
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WM, ftccotdina to ihe expreraios of ^^'^'^'^ 
Fositi^ l»w did lay hold of BteTery, u it did Oi 
•very other y ocial ftict> wbea it oame to- nelue 
the relations of society. Itsubwqoently waiehed' 
«Ter it Kfter it had passed under it* (wntrol, de- 
fined or modified it, or assimilated it with itself, 
■o that, at the period winn the institutioos of 
mtioRi aaaifned their respectrra form, ilmTT 
•Blend the proviace of poaiti** bnr. But it bad 
ite own, and I my saf its pfinonsl exiaBencs 
before H passed under tue control of oivil or po^ 
btieal law. I will also assert tipon Che authority 
ef the legialative moaument of Hebrewsv Q f sk s, 
Bomans and Barbarians, which raeation afatvery, 
•nd which evidentiydo not create it, that there is 
DO shafiow of doulit that not only ^very is not 
finind in Leviiieaa, in tlie Illuid, in the Carmen^ 
the song of the Twelve Tablea, aa Liry call* it, 
or ia the codeS' of invaaion, as a »awiy-ci«ased 
■ntitulieoi botUiat it^pears UKteae an abon- 
giaal thuig; an oMen tmg; an mCeAnm,* a tfanag 
with tk« marks of time upon it, tbsK had ffone 
Ihrei^h a portion of its counB:.so that, iar from 
tMcinf its birth to human insmutioin, slavery 
wag. one of those umrritten mditio^ with the 
koar of agss upon its face, when- the oldest of 
(hose human institiitioiM were framed, for the 
gnidanoe of societies. 

This body of condeaied Mtimvniavand'select 
proofs, show that elavery fovaui itkbaeis in the 
•FgamsattoaofpriniiliTeseoiety. There, without 
Mdied oBmriTanoa, withovt written bw or eon- 
WBtional elanae, it made its first ap m m n eous 
•ppcaraBce. It is tms, however, that when iso- 
l«Md fhrniliea wcre bronijllt in eontaet, and that 
Inth enlarged and complex rehition* dieir inter- 
•Ma- were drwirn more ciasely teigeUier; that, 
when the groat- generalization of individuals, 
wbidk we call society, had gradually wrought 
haett into shape, sUvery beoHoe a component 
fart of the social eystemy amd acknowledged the 
•MMfoiaod limitauonaof the mitfistrate. 

In it* very beginunf slavery nowqg from the 
aliaelHis auuiority of the fhtber; but when it was 
fbrmally instituted and organized, new sources 
wem:opc«ed to Hs existence. Cafrture in incor- 
■iana and wars; the chdn of osyluni in another 
aNn^s hoose^ the ioability to meet obligitioiis 
aitd.debta; actual want, in many cases amounting 
to Btarnstion, bseame additionn sourocs of direct 
4» inibreel atevery in the sequel of time. 

The iwbt of war over the freedom of man in 
aiKient £cieCy, was deduced from the fiction that 
HMrM^jmi (hand-taking) as it iS' termed by the 
Boman lawrsnd Miie>,-as it is known among the 
fttttets,.aafastituted Uie captor to the r^htsof the 
ftther ia the psrasB of the captive, which r^fats 
were absehito. Ihia is deduced' fron tho &el 
that, among the andeats, the oonqusred were een<- 
sidered as men without gods; and every scholar 
lOtowe* that in the languageof earlier wrilersand 
peets, the gods and -oeads of powerful families- 
Wienabeolntely identieaU Thisisalsosbownby 
tbo fbnaulas preserved; by Macrobtas, whi<^ die 
ab*rii;tnal R«»ans used m adjurii^ the gods out 
qS the cities which they were about to storm and 
•tuvender to piUsge and captivity. We learn, 
also, from the mum sntkor, that the captive, cut 
aft rtom the protection of his godsi bename the 
em (cB, or outlaw of the Romaa juriseonsults— 
the nsncijHtoi or property of the first nan who 
latd bia hands upon him. 

The asylums of antiquity wcreanethe* eourco 
of stamy . The individual who repaired to them 
beeaoM the m, or p«»PBrty of the pcotaetor to 
wfaon he reourred. Theseus e stt t b li a h e d them in 
Athena. Romutua eataUished them in Rone. It 
is- ft striking fact that asylums, a souroeof ala- 
very, existed in Rome throughout the republioan 
pertod — the very heyday of positive legiuation — 
and oontinued'to 'exist until, as -we are inftNrtned 
^ SuetoaitUi they were dosed by an ediet-of the 
Emperor Tiberitie. 

. That a prolific aouroe of slaTery was the cod- 
tiaction of debt, no one acquainted with Qrecian 
and Roman history will doubt. Even the Oer- 
■mans, wfaom, through their bkwMt aflfaiities with 
the Saxoa race, sciolists iavariafaly assume as 
the originators of modem freedom undeiiled — 
" pu iit U d^mpqi," as Tacitaa tells xm-, " ihtfreedam 
^^kiir Min, mi paHtntifraigMd tktmt^et to 



slmwry. " Even aiaoiia the Hebfswst the le^lar 
tioa w Mosea pwndeo for the event in whieh a 
Jew is conurauied to mi\ himself through pov- 
erty. It is- true, that by the law of IiCvitMne 
the buyer is iostracted to treat his purchase as- a 
hireling; but is also tr»e, tbal Josepbus relates^ 
at ft much later date, that under bineJofam, 
Obadiah's widow wenl< to Eliaha, ^ proplMt, 
stating hvp inability to pay he* husband's debt* 
incurred for the nwantenanco <^thQ profits rea- 
cued from. Jeaabel, and the pretenatona of the 
creditors, elainune her and her children as ffaotf 
in oeeerdssce wtw- Im*. Tlma icnaBtoaat thus 
iailexible was Um aneisDt code of slams^ — of 
slavssy over those of the same blood and iHuagp-. 
Solon, in his Wislation, aaye, whea be wae 
called to reform the polity of Attica, he fouod- a 
great number of .ffJlaMaH. ntisem positively ttir- 
ilaved to their creditors. Eivery aebolar knewa 
wdl tlie law. of the third table in Rome — that 
kerreMduM conaen, as Livy caHs it, that fierce in- 
cantation of th« law, which not only doomed the 
debtor to slavery, but, in the event of hishwring 
Bwre creditors, than one, doomed him to aale 
beyotid tlte Tiber, or his body to diviaion sMd 
distribution among hiaeredtors. 

Slavery was sm eseentiel element ia Oie«iai» 
polity, and was rigorously defined and regulated. 
There vms a public ^lot. in Athens called the 
'* Hill," where fre^born citizens could be pub- 
licly and indiscrinunately hir«d with slaves. 
Hence the Athooiaii proverb for faUen eelste: 
" Though lato, you'll have to f£Q to the Hill." 
We find, too, in coMcaat with tbw, that the slave-, 
whether working for his master, or hired out by 
him, posseaaed so many more physical comfofta 
thwi the poor free Athenian citizen, Utat the latter 
oflen consented to a bd icate hia civia dinity ami 
take the lot of the alawv, in ordor tUt ne might 
share in the ooraforts of his estate. The w<e>ka 
of the ancient poetsare tike best testimonies to the 
social condition of aatiqtuty ; aod tho r^bt of the 
poor, but fres laborer, which is too often the 
'* divine right to starve," is aiulua^f aaihibited 
in a speech of a firaa Atheoiaa cituaB in th« 
Wasps of Aristophaass. He says: 

" What ! Willi my wretched waaial m«w*Qyliw a d ,fl Ml t 
and meat|Snd thou sskest me wt figi Blaof Andif-die 
Action doe* not calT a mcettit; of toe people, [U> aitend- 
Ake gftve Msi tl»«S obolos, e^tuA ta nhw crata,) whem 
ateU we Imtte tfaew tt — wltk al to cUae to-iDMraw."* 

In the democratic Slates- of Greece all labor- 
was committed to-enslaved raeea; for the citiaMt 
w<a» whoUy-baond to military duty and pubUe 
concerns. In the oornmeroiol trjpobtitss the rnr^ 
laborer stood in precisely the same eoaditioD, 
because commerce mmI industry were the natural 
appanage- of the free cilizMi. AtboHSf OQ the 
conliary, long hold Id ber agiictritund oharacian 
and nothing' bat the subsequent nMessities of 
commerce and dominion made her a maritime 
State. Upto theadminiatrotion of Pcriclee, when 
the cttyliad culminated into power by the afilen- 
dor and saccesaof her poliuce, had grown rich 
by the iadux of trade, and was adorned by the 
creations of art, some of the best families- of . 
Athens- still clung to tbe rural soil, with their , 
slaves around them, sharing- in their tabora and 
their toil*. The dark pencil of Thucydulea baa- 
depicted with gloomy eneicy the gfief of fiuniliea 
flying'fVom theiroountry homes at the approach 
of the Peloponnsscwi conflict. And Xenophon, 
ia his (EfonoRiics, has preeerred for posterity a 
touching picture of the life of on Athetuan<oa 
his paternal acres. 

The collection of inscriptions brou^t back 
by Chandler from the shores of the Ionian Sea, 
and the in-vestigationsof Ottfried MUler, supjdy 
instances of the sale of slaves in Greeeei The 
prieea, too, have been ascertained with great ae- 
curacy. They vary from fifty to four hundrEui 
doilara. All of these imeriptiona are evidetHly 
cotempomry with the Roman period, for oae of- 
the devices- invokea the name of Trajan, and 
all.look to a p^iod poawrior to Alexander the 
Great. Tbia accounts for the enhanced price of 
slaves- aa recorded in the later inacriptions. The 
great acluevemeots-of the MaoedoniBn,.with the 
sabeeqnent eoaqtuats of the Ronuma, had thrown 
an immenae-aaaoaat of barbaric gold into cireu- 
Intion, and correspondingly raised- the standard 
of ndue. This fioctuaiion in price the South hna- 
seen. How- strangely cloea history wput itariff 



The exiMeac* of slavwy i» annertc c*oeierty ia 
ai» infrangible flutt; and the ascertainmont of the 
number of slaves is of great importance, for it 
taaclRri tbe qMsuon of slavery at all poiftta. 
Aneient aaeie^ like southern societjr* ooiMiMed 
of fresnen and elaveB; and the number of" the 
lanes ia ooimoctedwiitb itsconstitotion. iW spirit, 
n± its cbaraofer. Ancient writera teS' us. thai 
ifaa^wBra m na e ra aa in Athsm, and Oit 
oMm wWcb, like h«r, ptoseeuted tb* ar«a of 
indastry and trader AtAanteus infbmaA tiw thu 
llM oemiUMf fiemeu^M of Plialenia rctnmed , for 
Athena, twanty thousand native-bom citiscim, 
tsu thousand resident foreigners, and' ft»w hun- 
dr^' thouaan^ alaaea. Goring idso had' fozrr 
Mnmnd and aixty tbonand slavea-, and- .^^j^na 
hid fbnr hundred «id seventy tfaouaan^. 
.Seitia,ar»el[Titrip,asb«ri*ei>a9 tbec-old--N'orth, 
wiui itt-ons hundred and ferty-fitRir mapcrGt^ 
niilea< bad four hundred and levont^r tfiouasnd 
alnvem: Tho itavM m Attioa wero (thKri bated 
among individual owners and the Slate*. Of the 
former it-iaieeorded tbetPhitonides, Rtppanreuv, 
Iftcias, and others, respectively, owited Hrm 
bundredv aix hundred', and a- thousand, v^tom 
they hired out, or worked on their Ikrmw-. The 
AjtMMan- Gtovemmont owned' about two- hundred 
tiaeaaand shma; and Xenophon tellaua that the 
State should purchase slaves for worUing tlie 
minea, in- the '* ratio of three alavea' far- each 
Adteninn," male and fomato. 

Let ua now Ja*w for a momenl and sea tHe 
advantages wbidr aeerued to Athens- ttam- that 
eoadidon of labor. Tlie two btindred thooaand 
State alave^ each bringing a» obolbtt a day, 
yieldsd-to the Republic a- revenue of mom than 
f8;00l9000perannuni — twiMBamuch-Bsthe'Wholtf 
aMHMtDC wnieh tbe allies contributed ta tftepawor • 
of A«henain the palmy days of Pemlw. Slftwry 
a«S' not only the instmnKHt- bat the imicive 
power of' ancMnc labor, much leas an- a^jbrnirC 
of luxury than a productive sort of prosperity. 
The development of the trade and ioauatry of a 
oitvcoidd M-aecuratelymeesuredby th« iramber 
■id powvr of ita um and band*. NW, Atbeos 
waV' not- only a camtnemiid city; her- puraaiiv 
imtt notoriously industrial. The «an of ber 
p r ail ft tirtw watf not so mudr for herself as-for 
alt the-otller' cities of Qteeeo, Tbe ver^ neceaef- 
tieamfa sMnewhat untfratefUl soil; wMel^ l«d b<r 
t« chesto the unlimited' exportation of her pai^ 
lum ot hfo and compelled' her to ealaige the aCodt 
bjr foraigri importations, indueed mer^anta to 
.bring> their prodoce to her mans in exchange fbr 
her nsaaufaotores. H-enee industry waa not the- 
-patsait of any special class, and our owrt 
pflMiaofltfra no- inapposite point of contpmiaoit 
with that' of Athens. Citizens of every prof^ 
sion and-gradfe; general*, statesmen, Mators, and- 
philesof here, used their capitid in the eountrw in 
tbe paraaits of agricollure; 19 the otty, m tlioap 
of manufhetures and trade; and in all' eaaea 
through the instrument of urban and' predial- 
stavery. The- number of persons- engaged itt 
Miritnltura especially bore a large proportiotr to' 
tSe whole population. The overthrow of the 
Thirty enables US to judge of that numbe*. A 
meaaure-WM proposed to secure political rigkta 
to tbeae imly who held property in the soil; and' 
w« lew-n from a fragment of Lysias-, tho orator, 
that nwn- than sixteen thousand citizens -macto- 
^te proof of propery in soil and riavee, 'white- 
some five thousand stood- in jeopardy of tbair 
riehta from want of sufficient e'vidence. 

llie weahh of Auiea \wr not exclueifrely in- 
the seiAae of her soil.- The « hollow mine tdt' 
earth,"in iuquuriesandmetals, bosomed treas- 
ures whith the instrument of slave labor- con- 
stantly draped into ligbt. The minesespeoially 
for a loMseries of-yearsbroDg'htabundant w^eafth 
to the etm^s of the State. lustaimng iu-cminent 
dbnwin over them, it extended' bountiflil pri vi- 
le^toprofflotctbeiruseflilneseandyield. Thesa- 
prifile^) in their turn, brought awmt tbe- eus< 
torn of the hireling labor of shivM — a cusCoaa 
-wfaieh boeamealmosteflstftiial'to thedevetopmeM 
and- progress of mining iodoBtry. Indeed, to 
carry-on that braaeh of activity, it was not onl^ 
requisite to have man, but necessary also to have 
mea inured to Ita hardships and experienoed ir> 
thowork. B^t tbe laborer in antiquify not beine- 
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prospect of wages; and slaves hired or owned 
were, iherefore, indispensably necessary to de- 
velop that, willi other forms of industry. And 
from it arose the might of Athona — from it the 
wonders of civilization wliich cmWned bar with 
all the royalties of geniua — from it ibe compact 
power, the shield oiid the Jaiioe at once, which 
made her the guard iao and champion-of GVeeoe— 
from it the supremacies of the intellect of her 
scholars, orators, statesmen, and pbiloeophsn — 
from it tht navy and the phalan^ that bore the 
freedom of the citizen over every wave of every 
aea, and crushed the insolence of the invader in 
hia hour of pride — from it the monumeiits of 
architecture, after the perfectioDS of which mod* 
em craft pants in hopeless attempts at imita- 
tion — from it the qiccjmens of superhuman art 
with which ah^emracd every rood of her torri'- 
tary, and more perfect even m their rujos t^au 
iXiB most compact crcntions of recent skill. From 
this — from theiasiitutioBO^ slavery as an instru- 
ment of labor* aa a foaterer of the dignity of the 
citizen, radicated in tlie family and ui the con- 
atitutioa inwoven with the very machinery of. 
State, and entwined willi all the pursuits of in- 
dustry, commercial, manufacturings and agricul- 
tural, Athens proudly placed upon licr brow, that 
crown of sovereignty which marks her for the 
initiator of civilization, as she was the nustress 
of intellect. 

Tho. testimonies of Roman le^lation and 
Roman writers are equally numerous oiid conclu- 
sive as to the existence and authority of alaverjr. 
Without the existence ofalaveryaa a. primordial 
fact in the framework of ancient society, it. is 
impossible to conceive of the system of oflcieDt 
politics. Without this, it is impassible to con- 
ceive how, out of the huodredaof mtlU^na wba 
were sold in the slave maxtaof Phceiiicia, A*- 

Eria, Egypt, Judea, Greece* Italy, Germany* 
itain, ana Gauli none ever rose in dig^pitjv and 
strength to retaliate on their purchasers. With- 
out this fact, it were, monstrous and. ineredible* 
that so many geniuses in antiquity— slaves them- 
selves, or the offspring of slaves i that .£eop,. one 
of the ioitiatoni or Greece into civilization;, that 
Fhmdon, a disciple of Socrates in that very; bratich 
of science which treats of abstract human rightai 
that Terence, the pride of the drama, and a 
roaster of thoi^ht in Italy; thatPhednw, fioroce, 
Publius* Syru8*and ttie whole of our itttellectnal 
ancestry — poets to whom antiquity awarded the 
gift of prophecy in the gift of song — who, exer- 
cising the priesthood of genius, and wielding 
the energies of reason, thought and spoke and. 
denounced — that they ehoulu never ojica have 
opon^ their lips, or raised their voices* in vin- 
dication of their brother freedmen and alkvcs. 

My time, Mr. Chairman, will not allow me to 
do more than allude to slavery in the organization 
of Roman society. The Sereui was absolutely' 
a slave, and his origin was twofold, according 
to the definition of tbe Institutes of Justiniao, 
(Liber 1, tit. iii, lex^ 4,) to wit: " Seni aatem. 
niscuniw aut fiurU." Now, one is either born 
or made a slave. Debtors were made slaves in 
Rome by the action of l&w, and the punishment 
of death might be mitigated to slavery. The 
willful evasion of the census, was also a.cause of 
Hlavery ; for CLofiro says: " As the man wlu> is a. 
■lave IS free from the obligations of the census,, 
(taxation,) even so. he who eludes, the canvis 
scema to abdicate his freedom. ' ' (Slavery would 
be very general in some pu-ts of the country if 
the law applied now.) Whoever re&ised or neg- 
lected to have himself enrolled in the Legion, 
DC whoever colluded with an accomplice to have 
himself sold as a alaee, and then clauned the nul- 
lity of the sale in his character of citizoo, and. 
shared in the illicit profits, was made a slavie. 
(Uipiun Digest, xl, ut. xitL). 

Stavea were publicly boug^andsoIdintUime,, 
and wiUi all the renwrkable symbols which,among 
the Roman people, attended the legal siieoation 
of property. Universal equidily is a mushroom 
of recent growth. The whole social system of 
modern Europe jrew out of slavery^ and now 
rests upon it. While the teachings of tbe Apos- 
tles were fresh, fugitive slaves were claimed, 
and delivered up. The Abb€ Greppo sajrs, that 
there is in the museum of Tttrin, a nqfiet and 
reward on a papyrus* for twoyt^tw sbscx. Tb« 



pnynised reward is three thousand drachms, 
(|270,') in either case, for him who shall bring 
back tne fugitive. For him who shall reveal his 
whereabouts, if in a sacred place, two thousand 
drachms, ($18U,) and five hundred drachms, 
(|50,) if in the dwelling; of a solvent man. In the 
rbrmer case, the difficulty of his recapture was 
increased; for legal process shrunk beiore super- 
stitious reverence for the prieslhood, and there- 
fore a larger reward was oQered. The date, the 
year, the reign, are all complete in this notice — 
m the twenty-fif^h year of the reign of Ptolemv 
Ever^tea if., in tne month of August* the 9tn 
day, in the year 146. 

Mr. Chairman, I have said that slavery was a 
primordial and universal fact; and I have traced 
it up the stream of time to those awful mysteries 
which enshroud the origin of society. I have 
appealed to a long line oMmonuments, historical, 
poeticalf and pbifosopliicaj — sacred and human; 
to codes and creeds, too, to show its primitive 
existence. Voices from the east and voices from 
the west; voices from the precincts of Eden, and 
from tbe summits of Sinai; voices from the depths 
of darkling antiquity, and from the gl»re of high 
civilization; voices from tlie sanctuaries of God, 
and from the seat of the Prtetor; voices from 
every tradition of every nation that lived upon 
the tide of ume past, prodaim the primitive, con- 
sistent, and undeniable fact of original slavery. 

Need I ask to what cxtentmodeni philanthropy 
and modern progress have burst the bands of tlie 
slave ? r7eed 1 oek how the doctrine of *' univer- 
sal equality" has been inaugurated? In Paris it 
has been, baptized behind barricades, and with 
torrents of blood. In London it has been preased 
back into the gutter by disciplined kteul. All over 
Europe, it has risen in iosurteccion* and been 
crushed beneath the tread ofarmies. How many 
dynasties in Europe would survive for twenty 
days the dishaodmcnt of standing armies? How 
many social systems there, would quickly perish 
in insurrection, in the convulsive grasp of which 
throne and temple would sink doi^n together? 
And-have no streets on this continent been stained 
with blood, and no cities, through mob violeac«i 
been wrapped in dames? Does not yonder city 
(New ICork) pa^ $1,000,000 to save her quiet 
from brawl ano iray, and her people from theft 
and murder and arson? And does not yonder 
other city (Philadelphia) pay |0OQ,OOO for the 
same vital purposes? And nave not both girdled 
themselves roujid withastandlngarmyof police- 
men to save themselves from the violence of their 
own free white citizens? Are these the flowersge 
and fruitage of free society? The legal iHuids 
of slavery may be dissolved; but necessity im- 
poses a still sterner one. Serfs wera emancipated 
because hireling labor was cheaper. Capital and 
muscle are facing each other,and the antaeonism 
between them in free society seems to be beyond 
thfl leach of legislative lead-line. There iaafathr 
eringconflict between socialism andslaTery. The 
North.Britiih Review of November, in an article 
on. the Wiorkmen of Europe, says: 

" One of Um mon dUflculi and prosBlng queattons of the 

firesent day in hawioamelinrute Die condition of tbe work- 
ngclawea, ivUhottt so dliitiirlirDeihe present order of thlDgfl 
UiU:tli« TlolBnce oTtno remedy would b« woree Iban Ihe 
oiii^ml ertt, widKuumenir shifting tbo bunlao of iniiu< 
Uce, ood uihaUmting one etef o/ wroMf formwtJUrl" 

Thiaiaaaid of the woriunen of England— of 
philanthropical and civUiaed England, who prop- 
agates her abolition theories through blood and 
ashes and' tears. 

But, sir, it is not my purpose to engage in 
retort oc invidious comparison, and I wiU there- 
fore laave this. line of i-emork. 

Slavery, in ancient days, was unlversali It 
WAs existentin the frame-work of ail the people 
who make up modern nationtf. As an inevitaute 
conclusion^ it either exists now, or it does, not 
exisL If It does not exist irflw, then the Cau- 
casian raos, through social metamorphoses, have 
passed out of it, and have vindicated their capa- 
cities by making it an instrument of advance- 
ment, or rising superior to it; for the very Saxons, 
the boasted standard of civilization and morality, 
for ages existed under a elavvry tenfold more 
severe than that of the slaves nf the Southv In 
ten cooioriesi, it would then appear, tho modem 
nations of Europe have worked their way through 
bai^arism and slavery to a high cirtliwtiM, 
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How fares it with the Ethiopian ? For fire thoo* 
sand years he has been in contact with a highM 
civiliKationi he has basked in the civilisation of 
Persia, ami had his Numidian wars wjtk Car- 
UiSige; has been in contact with Phoenicia and 
Egypt before the age of the Ptolemies; has besa 
in contaet with Greece and Rome, and England 
and France, and he still is and ever has hem w 
savage. If tbe providence of God did not maka 
him an^inferior— if tbe oeceMitiea of dviUwituMi 
did not require bis sabordlnation* bow happen* 
it that, he has been ataniaat and stationary for 
five thousand years? Sow happens it that bia 
intaHrctual natars has ever been impanetmble to 
soienee and freedtmii 

It is no answer to say that they have never 
been educated. Nations educate thewselrea— 
races educate tbenaelvas. Who taaght the Ph»- 
niciana the art of navigation ? Who tauabt tb* 
Egyptians their BcioDce ? Who taughttheQre^a 
that creative gemoa which, with form*' of un> 
matched beani^, has colunizad the sanetuarita 
of ut in every civilixed land? Who tai^ht tha- 
Romana, the builders of joatice, tho artsof empire 
and legislation? Who taught the mttions of 
modem Europe tbeir variooa capacities ? They 
all taught themselves. The African has failed to 
do BO because he was destitute of capacity, Tha 
earth wsaffradoally preparedfor different varieties- 
of material and animal Ufe, Inferior vnriatiesof- 
the same genus preceded higher varieties. May 
not tho same great law have been applied to all 
animal life? And as strata upon strata rise up- 
in the malarial kinadmn, each cnlninatuig faigber 
and higher, mcqr tbers not have been gradauoWt 
of races among men, each preparii^the way faw 
a higherrace, until all human excellence was ooor 
stellated around the Caucasian family ? 

I approach now, Mr. Chairman, the second 
brancli of my arsument, viz: die ability of the 
South to establiw) and maintain a separate and 
independent Government. Stigmatized by north* 
ern legislation, and di^ara^d by northern 
purists, it is well to examine the resources of the 
South, and her self-sustaining capacity. It ia 
well, too, that th« South should examine Uiean 
for her own sake, for she ia driving down the 
darkling tide of events to the moment when shs 
will have to lake I»!e own safety into her own 
hands. This Hall yet rings witfa insolent and 
unfratemiU homilies aoainat her honor, diame- 
ter, and morality ; and the statute-book is crowd^ 
with acts of oppreaaive legislation against, hen 
What single blessing has this Goveronient be* 
Btuwed upon tbe South ? Has it covered her 
with n^^tb? Has it embalmed her in honor? 
Has it guarded her peace ? Has it shielded her 
from (he ineendiary ? Not it has djone nonrof 
these; but through 05>pres8ive legislation It has 
confiscated the property of her citizens; and 
through the bands of the fanatic, it has applied 
the torch to their dwellings^ Threatened* than* 
with a belt of fire, and exposed to the ravages 
of abohtionism, the South may and should look 
to hor own retfburces. 

What, then, make up the- power of a nation? 
Population, territory, commercial facilities, and 
the value of her material productions. What 
is the number of the popuwtioo of the South ? 
There are within her limits-more thaiLeleven mil- 
lions of inhabitants, four times as many as inhab- 
ited the original Thirteen Colonies, when they 
won their iniiependence from tbe mother country. 
With more than seven millions of whites, end 
four millions of African slaves to till herseil, evan 
amid the exigencies of war can she not defend 
her territory tram invasion, and protect her flag 
from insult against all comcra ? Is there danger 
of insurrection? Did the slaves of the South' 
rise against their masters in. the war of the Rev- 
olution, when her eoil was eoourg^d- with civil 
strife, when master was arrayed against master*, 
and when British armies, encamped upon her 
plains, offered them their Aag,.and urged them, 
to rebellion? No. Wives and daughters were 
guarded by their brawny arms and unfaltering, 
loyally, while husbands and fathers, far aw<ay la- 
the tangh^ swamp, and on the rocky mountain 
top, were fighting the enemy. In the Revolution, 
British emissaries fhiled to excite the southam- 
slave to insurrection* and the^issaries of Yaor 
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kee philanthropy wiH ful a» (ugnaWy now. fot \ 
is a tuBtoriul fact, that more «\&veB hate been , 



stolen from us since the oi^anizntion of the Gov- 
ernment, in one month, by our northent bretfcre»» 
than were seduced away by the British during ;j 
the whole revolutionary wsr. i { 

Does the South, then, tack phyuesl power to ,! 
establish and mainUkin an independent Oovem- 
ment ? If the United Colonies in 1% could estat>- 
liab and maintain an independent Ckirernment 
against the mightiest Power, wiLb less than three 
millions of people, cannot tlie South do it now 
with more tnan eleven millions? 

Is the South (I mean the slave States) weak 
in territory? She now embraces nine hundred 
and twenty-eight thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-rour square miles, exclusive ofKansas, 
while there was but eight hundred and five thou- 
sand four hundred ana forty-two square miles 
within the limits of the original Thirteen Colonies. 
Then, four fifths of her soil was untrodden by the 
whites, and savage foes lurked in every wuder- 
ness. Abw, industry and the arts are scattered 
all through her limits, and her -whole surface is 
breeding wealth, while no foes ferment within 
her raitUt. Her geographical area isgipaier than 
that of the mightiest nations which have ruled 
the world since the dawn of eivilication; and 
around her are falling Qovemmenta whose frag- 
ments are within her grasp. 

What, then, doeasM want of territorial power 
to establish and maintain an independent Oovem- 
ment? 

Does the South lack facilities for commercial 
intercourse ? Look at the following table, and tell 
me what more she wants: 

Tmbl* A(neing the thort line Stmt es on the MUntic 



Alabajnn 4 

AliMlMipiri 10 

Loaifisiin 





TMSI. 



19 
— B49 



SiStSB. 



Hsisc 

Hew Hampihire.... 

Husaffbnsetta 

Bbode bland 

Cosneetieuu 

Kew VoTk 

New Jencjr. 

Peon ir Ivan la 

Delaware 

Marj'lsDd.. . . I 

Vi^nia 

Nonb Carolina 

SoulU Carolina..... 

Geotsia 

Floikto 

Alabama... 

WmAuipfL 

Louliiana. 

Texas 



Totals.. 



"Si, 



Xkt. 

497 
13 

909 
U 
M 

114 

lie 

sa 
44 

148 
999 
199 
76 

1,030 
33 
43 
616 
353 



11 
I* 



MUe*. 
1,599 
37 

es5 

153 
939 
686 
709 

136 
1,006 
735 
1,.''>49 
356 
410 
3,005 
S84 
006 

1^ 



3 
S 

|1 



437 
94 
839 

23a 

1,074 
1,057 
151 
106 
506 
3,401 
1,690 
939 
708 
468 
860 
313 
IST 
B3& 
439 



14,986 18,831 33,137 



9,030 
SO 

1,074 
906 
353 

1,000 
690 

165 
1,059 

883 
1,848 

486 

4,035 
317 
348 
9,911 
1,637 



£ o u 
o ■ -5 

•a « 
111 

iif 

Hi 

goo 

UUet. 
9,453 
74 
1,906 
440 
1,307 

106 
671 
4,453 
3,573 
2,760 
ISIM 
054 
4,885 
630 
385 
3,147 
2,009 



Total nonbern 9,334 mQe*. 

Total sontbein 93,803 " 

^ . 33,137 



2nmber vf hmken in the d^fftraU Stattt on the 
tontt^nd (Ae jfrincipaf vaei M.rTwr) to the htad 
tfme. [/nemwlefe.] 

(not tneluding aU 
StaUf. TiotT*.) 

Hslse 39 

New Bompchire 3 

MaMBchuitctta 1 51 

Rhode Iiland...; 7 

ConnecUcut 33 

New York 97 

New Jersey 14 

Peoiuylvanis 3 

- 189 

Delaware 3 

Marylsnd : 11 

Vlninls 99 

North Carolina S3 

Soutb Carolina fll 

Orargia IS 

ttscfis W 



Thelid>le of harbors is incomplete, but the full 
table will only increase the number of those of 
the South, and show her still greater relative 
superiority. A line of sea-coast skirts her, har- 
bors indent her coast, and magnificent rivers give 
access to every portion of lier territory. The 
ocean highway is at her feet, and ample rivers 
bear the products of her soil and industry to tliat 
maritime highway whnre fieets of mcrchanlnien 
congregate. Witn railroads and rivers travers- 
ing every portion of her territory — with safe and 
ample harbors indentin^her coasts, and with her 
shores washed by the ocean, what does tm South 
laek of mere facilities for transportation? Noth- 
ing — literally nothing. If, then, she est^liehed 
an independent and separate Government, would 
she be shut out from intercourse with the world, 
by reason of her geographical position? Her 
thousands of miles of sea-coast and rivers give 
the answer. She is, throughout her whole extent, 
by the act of Ood, in contact with the commercial 
world. AU through her runs a great commercial 
nerve. 

The South* then,4ora not wantpeople, or ter- 
ritory, or commercial fhcilities to establish an 
independent Government; does she laek material 
resources ? 

Let us turn to the statistics of exportation, and 
see which section furnishes them. The Secretary 
of the Treasury, in his late report, sets down 
the exportation of domestic produce, exclusive 
of specie, at $266,436,051. Of this amount, cot- 
ton, which is exclusively from th» Souihrfur- 
niafaes $108,383,351; tobacco gives $13,221,843; 
and rice yields |3,%)0,233— both of which, also, 
are exeluaively southern; breadstufla and pro< 
visions are estimated at- $77,686,455; producte 
of the forest, at $10,694,184; of manufacturee, 
Bt $30,970,993; of the sea. at $3,356,797. Now 
take $128382,351 for the value of cotton, and 
$12,221,843 for tobacco, and $2,390,233 for rice, 
which are exclusively southern staples, and we 
have the sum of $142,994,437, which the South 
contributes to the exportation of the country in 
three staple products, which, in the Union, are 
only raised within her limits. But her contri- 
buUon does not stop here. Of the $77,686,455 
furnished by brcadstuffa and prorisions, she con- 
tributed , at least, $35,000,000; of the products of 
the forest, in the shape of Jumber, &c., she con- 
tributed about $5,000,000. or one half of the 
exportation. These $30,000,000 add^d to the 
$142,994,427, which we have alreadyshown was 
furnished by cotton, tobacco, and nee. make up 
$173,994,437, out of the $266,438,051, to which 
the whole domestic exportation amounts. This 
would leave $93,443,^4, for the domestic ex- 
portation from all the free Slates. But this is 
more than they are entitled to. Of the$30,970,993 
contributed by domestic manulhcturea, at least 
$10,000,000 is the value of the raw material not 
grown at theNorth. This leaves only $83,443,634 
as the contribution of the free States, against 
$173,994,427 as the contribution of the southern 
or slave States to the domeitie exportation of 
the country. 

It will thus be seen that the South furnishes 
more than two thirds of the exportation of the 
Union, and this in spite of the oppressive action 
of the Federal Grovernment. Although for years 
she has been fighting fbr her life, she has brought 
into being and sustained that commerce which 
now whitens every ocean, and carries our flag 
over every water. What has been the financiiu 
action of the Govehiment towards her ? Heavy 
duties have been laid upon those articles which 
she consumed; while tliose which entered into 
the manufactures of the North have been mostly 
upon the free list. By an invidious discrimina- 
tion northern prospsrity has been built up at the 
ex|ienBe of the South, To protect northern in- 
dustry oppressive duties have been laid upon 
articles necessary to the South; while, through 
these duties, the revenue has been swollen, and 
profligate expenditum reaorted to to get nd of 



ii. Thus the South has been oppressed, and tbo 
Government corrupted. 

The tables will show that this is no Taney 
picture. The S|cretary of the Treasury sets down 
the amount otrevenue from duties on imports 
for the last thirty years at $1,000,000,000. The 
averageduty has been, duringthot period, ac least 
thirty-three and one third per cent., which makes 
the value of imports for that time $3,000,000,000. 
During the thirty years referred to, the cotton, 
tobacco, and rice of the South furnished mor« 
than iwo thirds of the exportation^ in exchange 
for which the imports were received. 1*iie South 
thus contributed more than $750^X10,000 out of 
the $1,000,000,000 which the Grovernment, within 
the last thir*y years, has levied upon the pro- 
ductive industry of tlie country. History, in 
after lime, in telling the story of «he Union, will 
writedown theetartling fact, that a common gov- 
ernmental -agent, created by common strug-^Jes 
and common sacrifices, by its pontive financial 
acts, within thirty years confiscated $5OO,OU0,0U0 
of the property of one portion of those who reared 
it up; for at least that sum, by unjust duties, has , 
been abstracted from the South. 

While the Government revenue haajt>een drawn 
mainly from the South, the Government expendi- 
ture has been mainly at the North. In spite, how- 
ever, of this injustice and oppression, coverings 
period of sixty years, the Soutli still fumimbem 
more than two thirds of the exports of tho^t^uD- 
try. Tyranny has not been able to benamb her 
energies. Confiscation has not dried up the 
sources of her prosperity. 

Arc not the resources of the South, then, abun- 
dant to establish and maintain a separate and in- 
dependent Government? With an exportation 
of $300,000,000 (for $30,000,000 of cotton goes to 
the North,) a duty of fifleen per cent., less than 
half of what she now pays, would give her a 
revenue of $30,000,000, which would be more 
than sufficient for all the exigencies of g;oTem- 
ment. With the great nerve of commerce in 
her hands, has she anything to fear from the 
Powers of the world ? The loss of the cotton 
crop would cover England with blood and an- 
arcny,and shake down the strongest thrones in 
Europe. The South, then, has nothing to fear 
from the Powers of Evrope. What she has to 
fear from the North I wilt let others discuss. 

We have seen, Mr. Chairman, that in popula- 
tion, in territory,-in commercial facilities, and in 
material resources, the South is abundantly able 
to establish and maintain a separaie and inde- 
pendent government. Can the North do so? I 
will leave her to determine that; for, if this Union 
is dissolved, my destiny will not be there, asid I 
care not to trouble myself about her resources. 

Sir, this Union is in mortal peril. The clouds 
betoken a coming hurricane, which will sweep 
the deck, and may swamp the ship. We are 
now touching the foam line of the breakers, and 
the spray is already upon our brow. A wise and 
bold statesmanship may save the vessel; com- 
promise and conciliation will ingulf it. Enemies 
must be beaten down— not temporized with. The 
Administration which attempts to consolidate a 
party without establishing a principle — which 
compromises the future for the tranquillity of the 
present, will perish. The States-Rights party of 
the South are done with compromises ; they stand 
upon the Conatitntion, and there they will con- 
tinue to stand, though imploring Administrations 
should topple down, and partita perish around 
them. They have yielded ttie "lastjotand tittle" 
that they mean to yield; and if more be required, 
they will fight Administrations and parties, and 
if need be, the Union itself. The institutions of 
the South must and will expand into the tropic*, 
and you can no more repress her expansive en- 
ergies than you can throw back the bursting 
seed into a state of " torpor and undevelopment. " 
The South has her destiny to fulfill, and it 19 
carrying her with the steady tread of a Roman 
legion into those southern countries 011 her very 
borders, where QovernmenU are falling, and so- 
cieties melting away, and men lapsing into bar- 
bsrism. Around her are lands on the main and 
in the sea, opulent in reaotircea, and admirable 
in geography — lands which have been scourged 
with a tyvanny as terrible as any in the annal* of 
Mongolian conquest,Bndlhey rareadintea to her 
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civiltzfttion and institutions, while her expansion 
over them is necessary to restore the equilibrium 
of the Governmenl, «nd arm her with self-pro- 
tection. The StaccS'Rights party will be true to 
this destiny— will close round Uie ear of proercsa, 
and resolve that whatever else may perish the 
South skaU be $avtd. 

Note. — The etymology which derives the word 
serciu, a slave, from the verb urvare, to save, 
altUoush ingenious, is not satisfactory. If it 
were deriTed flrom ttrrare, because the captor 
having it in hit power to kill the captive, turn 
wtreat, it would be more correct to have said he 
was a strvatus, nota strxnu, which in that form and 
■ense is an absurdity in Zlatin. But no verb can 
be the primitive of a noun; or, in other terms, the 
subsumivc thin^ or action which the verb de- 
■cribi'S Hs existing or performed, must precede 
:hc word which describes or defines its existence. 
The word ursiu, a slave, from which the word 
ter-vire, to be a slave, to serve, is derived, comea 
from an oriental radical lar and aer, both of which 
mean to tie, to bind, to chain ap, in the verb 
sense* and in the noun sense, a tying, a chaining, 
■I bond, a chain, a shutting up. The Greek rad- 
ical odovXos, ol slave, makes this clear. The 
radical is doJand dout both, and it means weight, 
burden, toil, the appanage of slavery. In the 
lecnndary sense it implies pain, affliction, sor- 
-ow,in which sense it appears in the Latin words 
ioUo, to gricvo, dol-or, grief, sorrow. 

1 have indulged in this criticism, because I do 
lot believe that slavery finds its ort^n in com> 
)acu of violence, in warlike incursions, or in 
'orciblo subjections; but I believe it to have been 
X normal slate of society, and to have grown 
ip and expanded like otner rudimentary insti- 
tutions. 

POWER OF C0NGBE8B OVER SLAVERY IN THE 
TERRITORIES. 

SPEECH OF HON. PHILEMON BLISS, 

OP OHIO, 
Is THE House or Refrebentativicr, 
January 15, 1857. 

The Hotue bring in tbe Committee of ibe Wbole on ihe 
ilste of tbe Union- 
Mr. BLI^ obtained the floor, and said: The 
l^entleman from South Carolina haa succeeded in 
ihowing that the world, from its earliest origin, 
liaa been subject to rapine and blood, and he nas 
ilso succeeded in accounting for the fact that 
LhoBC brilliant little Republics that adorned the 
world in our earlier ages, soon feW and faded 
Vom existence, because their institutions were 
'oundcd upon force rather than law. He haa 
ilao shown us that as civilization has advanced, 
;he civilized portions of the world, except his 
>wn beloved Arabs, ore turnine their attention to 
:he amelioration of labor. Had I not, before 
ihis, marked out the course of remark which I 
ntended to follow, I should be glad, at diis time, 
:o take the rich text which has been furnished 
ne by the gentleman who has just taken his 

le&i; but I had intended some days since 

Mr.STANTOX. Iiisetoaqaeation of order, 
iiid it is in reference to tbe nature of this dis- 
tussion in the committee. It aeems to mc that 
here should only be discussion upon the basi- 
lesa before the committee. The question has to 
ic made some time, and I prefer to make it upon 
I personal friend and colleague, rather tlian upon 
iny one else. 

Mr. GIDDIIiOS. I hope the gentleman from 
7hio will not undertake to apply the gag, when 
reneral debate has been allowed to such an extent 
io eentlemen on the other side of the Chamber. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I give notice that I 
ihall raise the question when my colleague has 
Itilivered hisspeceh. [Cries of " Raise it now!" 
* Rniae it now !"] 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I will make it now, 
\B that aet-ms to be the wish of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
.hat the point is, that general debate upon the 
sill now before the committee is not in order. 
The Chair understands that it was w> decided the 
Isy before yesterday by the gentleman who then 
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occupied the chair, [Mr. H. Maeihall,] and 
that that ruling was acquiesced in by the com- 
mittee. Therefore, the Chair holds that general 
discussion is not in order. 

Mr. GIODINGS. Do 1 understand the Chair 
to decide tliat general discussion of the slavery 
question is nOt in order, when three gentlemen 
upon the other aide of the Chamber nave die- 
cussed it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was held, the day 
before yesterday, as the Choir understands, by 
the gentleman who then occupied the choir, that 
general discussion was not in order, and that de- 
cision was acquiesced in by the committee. If 
the question had been raised when the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Keitt] was upon the 
floor, the Chair would have held, as he now does,' 
that general discussion ia not in order. 

Mr. WADE. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON, i do not understand that 
any such decision was made the day before yes- 
terdav by the gentleman who then occupied the 
the Chair. I do not understand that he made any 
decision at all. He indicated his opinion upon 
that point, but the point was not pressed, anu no 
decision was made. And, in proof of the cor- 
rectness of my assertion, general debate was 
immediately resumed by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Bowie,] who discussed the sla- 
very question and other matters referred to in the 
President's message. 

Mr. 60YCE. 1 surest that tbe gentleman 
from Ohio be permitted to proceed by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The question had better be 
decided now, one way or the other. 

Mr. BOWIE. We can overrule the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would like to 
know what the decision of the Chair is. 

The CHAIRMAN. Inasmuch as it was held 
yesterday, or the day before, by tlie gentleman 
then occupying the cliair, that on this bill general 
discussion was not in order, but that debate must 
be confined to tbe qtiestion before the committee, 
the Chair will nown^ard itself as bound by that 
decision, and therefore rules that general discus- 
sion is not in order on the question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe there 
haa been an appeal from that decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. An appeal has been taken; 
and the question now ia, whether the decinon of 
the Chair shall stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The question, I 
presume, ia debatable. The debate has not been 
terminated on this bill, and I apprehend thuthis 
question ought to be discussed. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat.) It is not 
debatable. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is debatable. 

Mr. COBB, of Ocoi^a. 1 would state to the 
gentleman from Tennessee that tbe question is 
not debatable for the reason (hat you cannot inter- 
rupt a gentleman in the middle of a speech, and 
raise a discussion on Mllateral questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the point made by the gentleman from Georgia 
is well token. The only quesUon, therefore, be- 
fore tbe committee is, as to wbetber the decision 
of the Chair is to be sustained by tbe committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 knowthis: that 
it ia against all thepractice of the House. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. As a matter of justice 
to the gentleman who occupied the chair a day or 
two ago, permit me to say, that the deusion 
referred to was not made. The point was not 
made. The gentleman who then occupied the 
ehoir suggested, tn answer to an inquiry by the 
gentleman fh>m Maryland, [Mr. Bowie,] that 
should the point be made, be would ao decide, 
and that should tbe committee prefer the other 
course, they would indicate that preference by 
not making the point. The point was not mode, 
and there was no decision; so that the Chair now 
must make it on its own authority, and not on 
that of the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. Tbe Chair understood 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ooo,] 
to give notice at that time, that on the decision 
whirb the Choir made, he ihbuldr-after thp gen- 



tleman then on the door should have concluded 
his remarks — make the point of order; and the 
Chair understood that it was acquiesced in by 
the committee. The question now is, "Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgmciit 
of the committee r" ■ 

Mr. STANTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mesan. COArrSB 
and Talbott were appointad. 

The House was divided ; and the tallera re- 
ported — aves 57, noes 68. 

So the uecision of the Choir was reversed, and 
general discussion decided to be in order. 

Mr. BLISS. I would not, Mr. Chairman, at 
this time occupy ihs time of ih* comiAiltee upon 
the message, nod we not lisuried in this com- 
mittee to three speeches in succession upon the 
pro-slarery side of the question before tlie coun- 
try, and I believe no* one objected. I desired the 
door when the message was before the IIousp, 
but, on its reference, hod concluded to wail until 
we reached it in committee. 1 find, however, the 
other side constonilv agitating against agitation, 
and I therefore avail myself of the decisiuu of the 
committee. 

If [ could be surprised at any act of this Admin- 
istration, I should greatly wonder at the personal 
ebullitions of its parting ineaaage. Seduced, and| 
as usual, bctrayeil, tbe country was beginiiiug to 
forget its crimes in sympathy for its misfortunes; 
and, could it have retired with a little dignitTt 
public diegust might not have followed the pubuc 
curse. 

I would like U> have the Pfcsident's apologists 
tell me upon what constitutional authority h« 
presumes, as President, to criliciso the lawful 
acts of the citizen i Franklin Piereo has the samo 
right to apeak, to onprove or condemn, as any 
ouer man, and for tins the press and tiic forum 
ore open to him ; but the President can only speak 
as warranted by the Constitution. He may give 
information of tbe state of tha Union, as well afi 
recommend measures; but of what, and to what 
end I Clearly aa annunciatory or explanatory of 
his own official acta, or as a result of, or incentive 
to, lagiakuive oclioD. But the ConstttuUon rndtea 
him not our chief priest or teacher, tike the Pope 
or Czar. It refers us not to him to select the 
subjects of our discussion, to decide the ortho- 
doxy of our opinions, or direct the manner of 
their propagation. It is no official concern of hia 
whether we ore patriotic or factious, wise or fool- 
ish, so long as we violate do law, and warrant 
no official action. 

But perhaps there is a meaning in these stric< 
tures I nave failed U> appreciate. I should like 
to kqqw whether the Piesident, by bobituating 
us to ezeeutive criticism, designs to prepare Uie 
public mind fbr despotic saperintendeneo — 
whether we, too, of the States, at some future 
day, are to be subjected to Federal oversight — our 
mouths stopped by Federal gaga— our assemblies 
dispersed by Federal bayonets — our presses and 
our business edifices presented by Federal grand 
juries, and destroyed by Federal forces ? Unlcsa 
action of some kind is contemplated, this official 
scolding IS but insolent and weak impertinence. 

But with the details of the unwonted invi-ciive 
of Ihe message I shall not u«uble myself. I 
feel more concerned at tbe constant reiteration of 
certain modern heresies, so fiual to the proper 
exercise of the powers and proper performance of 
the duties of Government. Upon tnese themes the 
President hod a right to speak — it ia my privilege 
to reply, and for tbe hundredth time will I meei 
assertion by demonstration. 

The President talks of tbe prohibition of slavery 
north of the Missouri compromiae line aa " obeo- 
lete, ond also null for unconsiituiionality," "a 
dead leuer in law," &c. Waiving the fact that 
it bos never been so treated or regarded, if it be 
iwdly oullt gentlemen admit it to be ooi beeauae 
Congress has no pover to legislate on the aubjeeU 
I desire, with the brevity imposed by our rules, 
to show the error of the pretense — to aid in vindi- 
cating the Constitution against this crude novelty. 
I sh^l not rely upon the crowding authoriiiea, 
for I speak not aa a lawyer to couru, but as a 
legislator to a body bigh^ courts. I am 
ouefly impelled at this time thus tado, from tho 
unwonted efforts made to proaliMie our Supreme 
Court-* eourt ofawdy tM Mtbtect. of paintal 
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distnist— to make it, inatead of the elttdel ot <** 
liberties, the bulwark of aluTery. "We ^ePT*?^", 
«. power in whose handa preaidenU and judge* 
are but "clay in the hands of the potter;' and 
it ia to THS reopLC that 1 appeal from the Pres- 
ident's dicta, and if need be, fVom that of the 
court itself. The gentleman from Sooth Carolina, 
[Mr. Kkitt,] in scrutinizing our acts to find 
somethinf from which to excuse the President's 
cbaree of roTolutton, finds that we appeal to the 
people to decide questions of political law ! Wt 
do -thus *ppe&t; and we call upoD our only sove- 
reigns to vindicate their liberties, and to that end 
to vindicate the law, whatever the infidelity of 
their servants. 

As the Preeidcnt fails to inform us upon which 
of the doctrines of that agglomeration that has 
seized the name of the once out-spoken Democ- 
racy he bases his opinion, 1 must dismiss the 
messa^. According totbeMichigimor"sqiiatter 
sovereign" school, Coneress has no constitutional 

EDwcr to legislate at all for the Territories, and 
eoee cannot prohibit slavery. As, then, our 

Ewer over the territory is denied, it ia ineum- 
nt oD us to make it good, or abandon its exer- 
cise. 

I. The Constitolioa grants the power in ex- 
press terms: 

Tlie CongreM ihall have power to dbpote or, and make 
all aeedAil rales and reyalstioaa reapectinc tbe tanitory or 
other property belonfing to the Uaited Siatw." 

In construing; this provision, we should bear 
in mind that the Constitution was framed for a. 
Union of States, and for such territory as should 
be permanently needed for a seat of Government, 
•rsenalSt &c. All our territory proper was toon 
to be erected into States; and to it* aa to alavery, 
as things of a temporary and uncongenial char- 
acter, it was the policy of the framers of the Con- 
stitution to make but the briefest allusions, and so 
fVame its provisions relating to them as to give 
them a meaning when these transitory conditions 
should have passed away. 

It ia claimed that this clause refers to " terri- 
tory" only as land or soil, the subject of private 
property. This unusual use of the word appears. 
It is said, from the context, because associated 
wiUi the words **to dispOM of," and "other 
property." If these were the only words, the 
inference might be legitimMe; bot as connected 
with the phrase "to make all needfiil rules and 
regulations," the words rufcf, rtgvla&ont^ and 
to rt^vltUe, being the very words ujwd in other 
parts of the instrument as conferring legislative 
powers, the inference is clearly rebutted. Here, 
then, are two sots of phrases connected with Uie 
word, one of which usually applies to private 
property, and the other to the term in its ordinary 
■enso. Wk^ tnoir it *U ^ %ud in Mns«f 7 
Rather than suppose its signification to be thus 
•nti^y changed, is it not more reasonable to be- 
lieve that it was used at least in its usual sense, 
OS connected with the povrer to make roles, &c. , 
though it may have the odditioncd senae of land, 
as connected with the power to dispose of? In 
the exceedingly condensed language of the instru- 
ment, nodiing woold be more nataral, and by it 
the object would be fliUy obtained. With that 
twofold meaning; not a word too much is intro- 
duced; while with the one claimed, the general 
power "to make all needed rules," dte., is mere 
mrplusage; fbr the power to sell implies every 
other power necessary to dtat end. 

But if it be still ui^ that the term " other 
property"iniplies that the word " territory" only 
means property, suppose we admit it. *' Prop- 
erty" ise word quite as flexible as " territory." In 

Eneral, when applied to things, it is that which 
longs to, and may be controlled lnr,the owner. 
Territory, as property of an individnal, can only 
mean laud. Territory, as property of a State, 
usually means not land, neither ** the extent or 
eompus of the State itself, ' ' but a tract of coun try 
belon^ng to, or under the dominion of, the parent 
State, ana disconnected with it, and may be dia- 

gased of without affecting the integrity of the 
tate, or any interest in the soil. Thus, Cuba ia 
no part of the kingdom of Spain, yet belongs to, 
or is the property of Spain; and may be disposed 
of, as well as governed by her. lioaisiana was 
no mrt of the repaUio of France, yet it belonged 
to mnee, wm gonrMd by France, and was 



disposed of by France. Oregon is no part of tHe 
United States, politically speaking, yet it is the 
territory of the United Stales, belongs to, or ia 
the property of, the United States, and part of it 
was disposed of by the United States. A terri- 
tory, in this sense, is as much the property of a 
State as a franchise or incorporeal hereditament 
is the property of an individual. Hence the term 
" other property" is perfectly consiatent with the 
twofold meaning of the word " territory," which, 
if property as soil, is also property as territory. | 
But if it be still insisted that that the word can | 
have but one sense, I then insist that it shall have . 
only ita natural and usual meaning, and that it I 
does not mean land at all, but that the land or soil : 
is included in and covered by the term *' other ' 
property," 

II. The Constitution grants the power by ne- I 
cessary implication. 

The ceseion of Louisiana Territory by France 
to the United States is dated April 30, lti03, and 
ia in the words, " doth hereby cede to the United 
States, in the name of the French Republic, for- 
ever, and in full sovereignty, the said Territory, 
with all its rights and appurtenances. " (Statutes 
at Large, vol. 8, p. SOU.) Louisiana was pur- 
chased under the treaty-making power, and we 
must necessarily consider it constitutionaJly done. 
Does the treaty-making power give us merely the 
right to purchase the soil — to speculate in real 
estate— or the power to acquire dominion or sov- 
ereignty over territory ? By the terms of the pur- 
chase we acquired the latter. How, pray, does tkit 
■oeern^y acapt va tkt moment it ii acquired 7 

Again, connected with the regulation of the 
territory* Congress is authorised to admit new 
Sutes. States spring not (torn land idonc. The 
first emigrant, luid the first hundred emigrants, 
have a right to the protection of law, and this 
protection is Government, To prepare the peo- 
ple as they come in to form a State organization, 
to secure them in their liberties that they may 
freely form it, to accustom them to free institu- 
tions, so that they shall form a State congenial, 
strong, and law-abiding, instead of weak and fac- 
tious, given to raids, and reckless of the ends of 
the Union, protection is essential. It ia therefore 
** neceasarv and proper to carry into execution 
the power" to admit new States, so fhr as they 
are taken from our own territory. That earnest 
republican, St. George Tucker, of Virginians the 
noblest Roman of Uiem (dl, seems to take for 
granted the power to govern Territories as an 
incident of this power, ond doubts the legality 
of the ordinance of 1787 before ita ratification by 
Congress, because the old Federation had no sucn 
power. (Tucker's Notes to Blackstone.) I un- 
derstand this also to be the position of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. <1dithah.] 

To those who say that tne people of the Terri - 
tory have the right to govern themselves,! reply: 
as individuals, all men have certain rights of per- 
son and property, and it is the object of govern - 
ment to protect them in these rights; but socially, 
men have the right of participating in govern- 
ment only as part of the body-politic. The theory 
of the Territories is, that the inhabitants are not 
yet there in sufficient numbers to form a body- 
politic, to bear the burdens of government; hence 
they must all be protected in their natural rights 
until such body can bo formed — until they are in 
sufficient fbrce to bear the burdens of State. In 
the political sense, they are not yet" the people," 
but on unoi^nized, fragmentary people, with 
no Aindamental law but we Federal Constitution 
and acts of Congress. Shall these acts guard the 
tettter't rights, as da StMte eoiutUutionM, or iluUl 
they ^ ^flto the demotic leiU transient majori- 
iieat 

But gentlemen cannot be honest, at least there 
is a strange inconsistency, in denying the power 
to govern; for while they are loud in the denial 
of the power, they never hesitate to exercise it. 
The Kansas-Nebraska acta, supported aa well by 
the Michigan, oa the ruling school, organized 
territorial governments, extended the United 
Stalea laws over the Territory, and provided for 
the appointment, by the eentnl power, of gov- 
ernor, judges* manhals, and other executive 
officers. 

What highsr sxsrdae o[ sovereignty can there 
be than the oipuusatioa of a gofemment— the 



f ranting of power to govern I A deputy caooot 
eputize — it always requires the principal. 
It seems to me, also, that the appointment of 
a governor to rule over and regulate a fcrritory, 
supposes some authority akin to sovercig^nty, and 
that neither " suspended" nor "in al>eyance." 
Especially is it so when he is claimed to be almost 
absolute; when his certificate is final and conclu- 
sive of the legality of a pretended election; so 
much so as toTegahze invasion and conquest; so 
much so that neither the people of the 'Territory 
nor Congress can go behind it. 

Judges, too, are aent by the disciples of the 
same school. We cannot govern, but we may 
organize courts that will arrest and imprison, 
without color of crime, for months reAising boil, 
while known murderers go at large on worthless 
bonds — that to compass the destruction ofprinii/fg- 
presses, bridges, and peaceful hotels, will aid to 
pack grand juries, and all for the avowed purpose 
of, protecting? — that, perhaps, would be uJeffsl — 
but of depopulating the country. 

We, that have no power, also send to the Ter- 
ritory marshals, not to keep the peace and exe- 
cute just process — we find no constitutional power 
for that — but, when marauders, invited by our 
officers, invade the country, and dcapoll and 
murder the people, to wntch for resistance, in 
order to give crime the color of law. And they, 
with our other rulers, have succeeded in making 
the little finger of a Government, sustained by 
those who ignore the power to govern, thicker 
thon the loins of Muscovite or Turk ! 

And what ia the authority, if not in our sov- 
ereignty, for extending the United States laws 
over tno Territory, as by the Nebraska act, in 
enacting, with other laws,& whole criminal code? 
If sovereignty be not requisite to jgive laws, to 
imprison or take life for crime, I ehoald like to 
know what can require it? 

But, it is said, a necessity is laid upon us, and 
we have only done what is necessary. But 
whence the necessity? Why may not Or«>at 
Britain or Mexico do this ss well as we ? The 
answer must be, becouse we own the Territory no 
well aa the land, and must preserve and protect 
it and its incoming people for future States. This 
yields thttehcle question. There can be no neces- 
sity for usurpation. And if we possess any 
powers, we are authorized todoall thin^ necessary 
and proper to carry those powers into execution. 

I nave thus shown from the express and im- 
plied grants of the Constitution, as well as the 
practical admission of those who deny it, that the 
Congress does possess the sovereignty over, and 
power to govern its Territory, the ultimate sover- 
eignty residing, of course, in the people. It is 
not, then, in the language of my colleague, [Mr. 
BlNOHAH,] a question whether we will govern, 
but BOW we will govern. 

But there is another party, Mr. Chairman , ad- 
mitting the general power to govern, that deny 
either to Congress or the legislntive councils tho 
power to prohibit slavery. The import of this 
doctrine will appear when we consider that this 
party make slavery legal in all the Territories; 
and their negative is thus pregnant with a most 
startling positive, the nationality of slavery. 
This novelty, from a speck, a cloud, aa it were, 
no bigger than a man's hand, has already over- 
spreaB the slave Stales, has enveloped the Exec- 
utive Mansion, and is casting its dark shadow 
upon the States yet remaining free. It is from 
iu bosom that the storms that agitate ua have 
arisen, and the tempests within ita folds will yet 
overwhelm us, if not -driven to their cavern re- 
treats ! The simple statement of a limit ofauthor- 
ity may not alarm us-, but when we look at its 
basis, we see treason to the Union, and what is 
far worse, treason to human natnre and the funda- 
mental principles of government. 

True Democracy makes government as weak 
DM is consistent with its ends. Hence tlie attract- 
iveness of an^ statement that seems to linntt 
power. But this seeming restraint is but clothing 
men with absolute power. It is no limitation, 
but a lerrible endowment — a costing the weak, 
bound and dumb, at the feet of the strong- 
All who advocate this doctrine give not pre- 
cisely the same reasons, or at least do not state 
them in predsely die same manner. They agree 
in eUunui:^ ibns to be n^t^^Jt^ 9i)fl>iri ^i ther 
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''oRgress nor iu omtnrB, Uie Territorial Le^s- 
iiture.canlegialiUetodMtroythiBproperty.orim- 
Mtir iu free enjoyment in ta\ the Territonee. But 
'<>ntleinen of the so-called States-Rights school, 
Vho are never without a reason for taeir claims, 
lowever unreasonable it may be* give one pecu- 
iar lo themselves. Now, 1 confess I approach 
be language of political melaphyaiea with some 
^ that, unabte to appreciate its subtilties, I 
ball only cle«v« the thin air; but I wrill endeavor 
uanslate thepontioMofgentlemenaa luoder- 
:tand them. 

In genersJ, the power to govern, oot derived 
rom any other govemmetit,is a sovereign power; 
•ut the United States being a federation composed 
•f sovereign States, has no sovereignty ; but the 
overeigoty of the United States means simply the 
overeignty of the several States, and the people 
r the United States means the people of die aer- 
rai Stales; and that, as ^vemments are trusts, 
be Government of the United Stales is a trust for 
be people of the several Stales, and not for the 
leople of the United States as one |>eople. Hence, 
he sovereignty of the Territories is in the several 
Itates, anaiiot in the United States, and uUi- 
nately in the citiaens of the several States; that 
he Federal Government possesses the sole power 
Qgovern the Territories, yet this power is a mere 
rust for the several Siatesond the people thereof ; 
nd hence they mast be governed with reference 
D the equal rights and interests of all the St^s 
nd the people thereof. One of the rights of the 
icople of part of the States ta the right to hold 
inves, ana to prevent it in the common territory 
rould be a breach of the trust. (See Calhoun 
wsrim.) 

its advocates attach great importance to this 
loetrine of sovereignty as atfecting the question 
if ultimate allegiance, and the ultimate power of 
udging of iDfractiona of the Federal Constitution, 
vith the right of aeeession, and have surroanded 
he. subject with such a phosphoiesceDco of met- 
iphysics, that I, perhaps, have been led into the 
log, yet hope I have apprehended the " form 
if the idea." 

I have no time, Mr. Chairman, to undertake to 
xpose the unconstitutional character and the an- 
irchical and anti-republican tendency of the gen- 
ral theory; aor can I attempt todescribe the scarce 
iverted civil war, the suspension of law, the bloody 
trife, and the angry future, tlie fruita of its actual 
ipplication; butl mustcontentmyselfwithavow- 
Rg my adherence to that construction of the Con- 
titution which, while it reserves to the States 
uid the people in fhll and unabated sovereignty 
ivery power not delegated to the Federal Qov- 
irnment, at the same time, as to powen actually 
granted, makes that Government supreme, and 
13 Tar as possible independent of the States; which 
nakea the Constitution (ua instrument of govern- 
nent where powers are granted — a league only as 
o those provisions where powera are withheld; 
vhich, as to the former, brings the Government 
n direct contact with the people, and makes us 
lolitically, as geographically, one country, and 
Jao makes us one people. I accept the moUo 
if oar fathers, " from many, one," as a politi- 
al fact. I believe that all in general hold the 
(ouble relation of citizens of the United States, 
jid of the States in which they reside. We are 
bus equally removed ftom coBsolidatiMi and 
narchy. 

If this be the true philosophy of the Union, 
he whole theory of the nature of the territoral 
mat falls to the ground; and besides, I can sec 
10 interest, pracucally, which any State, 'or citi- 
en thereof, as connected with bis own Stale, can 
lave in the Federal tenritOTy. Tlw States did 
lot acquire it; but it was ceded to the nation *' in 
uU sovereignty." They own not the land, but 
hat primarily belongs to the same power, and 
lot in trust; for, if so, the proceeds of its sales 
vould belong to them. Upon this theory those 
vhose occupation gives them no actual domicile, 
ind who are citizens of no particular State, or 
vho reside in the District of Columbia, or the 
rerritories, can have no interest in the common 
erritory; nor can a resident of a State, who, for 
omc physical, moral, or other diaqoali&cation, is 
lenied citizenship therein. Thus the United 
llates holds its own territory in trust for a pot- 
ion only of~its own eitixens, and kafes it in the 



power of any of the States to deprive another 
portion thereof of their interest in the same ! 

But the claim is mere theory. The Territory 
is held for the Union at lare;e, and for the States 
only as belonging to it; subject, it is true, to the 
general trust of all Governments, binding them 
to consult the good of the governed; and also 
subject to an adcullonal and imperative obligation 
arising from the peculiar situation of the Terri- 
tories, to so found their institutions as shall guard 
the righta of their future people, and as shall 
make States loyal to the Constitution and its great 
ends. 

But, sappoae I admit the theory: does the con- 
clusion follow that a prohibition of slavery is a 
violation of the trusts 

We should first underatand fully the claim. 
The citizens of the slave and free States, in theory 
at least, possess the same system of government 
and laws, and enjoy the same general rights of 
property. They may cultivate their own soil, 
make their own contracts, and are alike protected 
in whatever is known as property, either to the 
common law or to the civilized world. All these 
equal and common rights and privileges we pro- 
pose to guaranty in our Territories to every 
emigrant, from whatever State or country. But, 
in addition lo all this, certain States authorize 
the enslavement of a portion of their own pet^le. 
By so doing thev destroy every sacred domesUc 
institution and numan relation, legalize torture, 
darken and pauperize the masses, render null 
every guarantee of peraonal rights, outrage the 
universal sentiment of justice, and cast off the 
sympathy of Christendom. This, they say, is 
an entailment for which they are not responsible, 
and then turn coolly round and demand, as of 
right, that, in addition to their rights and priv- 
ileges in common with us, we permit them to 
entail the same curse upon all the incipient States I 
Verily the truth of the fable: Shame, soon after 
the beginning of the journey, retreated to the 
slower walk of Virtue, and mt Vice to stalk on 
in the sole companionshiii of Impudence. 

A.seuming the admitted ^neral equality of the 
States and their citizens, it is insisted toat the 
trust would be violated by preventing slavery, 
because thus the property of the citizen of South 
Carolina would ue excluded, while that of the 
citizen ofOhio would be admitted. Waivtng,for 
the present,the claim of propertyin man, Ireply; 

1. If there is inequality, itia because the rights 
and interests of the citizens of one State are 
subordinated to those of another; bat as they are 
both treated alike, there is no snbordinadon. 

2. The claim is, that this trust is held for the 
citizen of the States. The trust, of course, is 
only for him while he remaina such citizen. By 
emigrating to the Territory, the trust cease.s as to 
him ; for by so doing he renounces his State citi- 
zenship, and can no longer claim the benefit of 
the trust. 

3. There is no restriction upon the Carolinian, 
but only upon the slaveholder. Slaveholders are 
found in every State, and are numerous in north- 
em cities — a net which aoeounts in part for the 
hostility of those ^ties to the rights of tkte labor. 
But sucn slaveholder is careful, of course, to keep 
his slave where the law fails to protect him; and 
if be would continue to enslave, he must continue 
so to keep him. The same hardship, if it may 
be so called, is imposed upon him as upon the 
Carolinian. The New York "Union saver," 
who floarishesuponthe unpaid labor of bis Louis- 
iana bondman, may as welt claim that the equality 
of his own State with that of South Carolina is 
denied, because he cannot hold him in bondage in 
Minnesota, while the Carolinian is welcomed to 
the same Territory with his horses and his plow, 
and may there hold them in security. 

4. The slaveholder may take slaves into the 
Territory if he chooses; but when there, he must 
be governed, as in other things, by the local law. 
He may take his child, but the local law decides 
the age of majoritv. He may lake his appren- 
tice, out the local law snaps the bond. He may 
take the assets of his bank, but the franchise he 
leaves behind him, for it depends on the local law. 

5. The trust is for the citizens of the Stale as 
awhole,whUesentlemenelainiitforaelus. The 
majority of £wuth Carolinians are non-slave- 
hoUen, and are cqoallyi with the citizens of 



Ohio, interested in slavery restriction. Is there 
no trust for them? Must all the soil, whoso 
genial sun repels not the Carolinian, as he would 
seek a home where his sons, as he could not, 
may labor with honor and self-respect, be for- 
bidden him? If he would go where slafery shall 
hang no longer like a millstone around his almost 
drowned enei^ies — if he would surround liimself 
with those privileges enjoyed only by the rich at 
home — if he would be blessed with free schools, 
free presses, and churches in reacli of all — if he 
would see indolence, dissipation, luid poverty, 
his almost necessary heir-looms, See before toe 
dawning intelligence and the unwonted hum <^ 
industry, he may not go to the common terri- 
tory ; the vision of free society will not be realized 
there. He must wend liis way where the cold 
sun fails to warm his uneneigized blood — where 
lands are beyond his reach, and unaccustomed 
crowds jostle him in his slower walk; or he must 
remain in his old isolation, the victim of a crush- 
ing despotism, and too much crushed to repel, 
perhaps to underatand, the power that oppresses 
him. There is no trnst for him. His nabitual 
subjection has shorn him of ^lilieal power, and 
modern Democracy knows him not. 

There are also in the slave States naUve Repub- 
licans who have not forgotten the doctrines of 
the fothen, as well as Republicans who have 
ded the Old World to secure personal rights, and 
not "Alabama planlationa.'* All these would 
speak, and write, and vote, as they think, but 
slavery forbids. A citizen of fonder State, one 
whom I knew in my schoolboy days, and whom 
ut know was to honor, who is, as he always 
was, clear-beaded and true-hearted, who concen- 
trates in iiis own person as great nobility of soul 
and more true love for the Slate of his long adop- 
tion, than whole districts of her dominant caste; 
this man became guilty of disloyalty to the slave 
interest. The poor around him found a friend, 
and one who sought to aid them iu that career, 
that gives character to the free-State laborer; and 
instead of being surrounded with gangs of ragged 
and shirking slaves, the deficiency of whose thrift- 
less labor must be supplied by the sale of their 
young men and women, he gave employment to 
the dependent free white, and was thus enabling 
them to overcome their doom. Thus enlisted in 
the elevation of labor,he was of coursea Repub- 
lics, and vindicated his principles by his action. 
This man, thus noble and true, not even sus- 
pected of violating any Iaw,ju8t or unjust, merely 
ror the security of slave domination, is driven 
fVom his property and home, and thus ara cru^ed 
his experiment of free speech, and his attempt to 
elevate fVee labor. Virginia, not he, feels the blow; 
for the name of John C. Underwood will be hon- 
ored when the State he would again restore to her 
old position, will, if she persevere, soonbfe thank- 
ful for a place scarce above the least. And yet is 
thera no trust for such as he and those he would 
bless I They may desire free territory as a refuge, 
but it is all needed for extending the empire of tho 
DBtoLATDia CASTS, and Democracy knows ihem 
not. 

A few months since, a teamed and gallant 
Carolinian professor, believing, perhaps, m the 
claim that a county of his own State first breathed 
forth the glowing language of the Declaration, 
and not having learned its mere rhetorical char- 
acter, ventured, in respectful frankness, to speak 
of the issues of the day, to advise his fiillow-cit- 
izens not to rely upon' the business of exporting 
slaves, but to retain them to reclaim the wastes 
of their own State. To crush such presump- 
tion, he was promptly driven from bis chair, and 
with eager meaihness dismissed froln a scientific 
employment under Government. I exceedingly 
wonder that any honorable man will remain in 
his department, lest he be suspected of complicity 
in so base a tyranny. The trust cannot oe for 
such OS he. 

But if the trust be not violated from the eflect 
of slavery restriction upon the emigrant, is it so 
violated from its effect upon the slave States and 
their citizens while so remaining? The answer 
will be plain when we consider what interest any 
Stale or its citizens can have in territorial legis- 
lation. The Territories are supposed to be incip- 
ient States soon to enter die |iartnenhip— minors 
under training for the reqKmaibiltties of majority. 
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All thoSlatw and their ciiiMsns ecmBl^T 
lercited in havine ihe ins^tulioTiB ot the Terriw 



tercited in having ihe ins^tulioTiB ot ibe ' Verriwty 
so molded as to make a good partner— aa inOBt 
likely to fit it to perform well iia Federal dtttiM, 
and aid in securing the ends of the Conatitution. 
They should be such as to pive the beat dispoai- 
tion towards the " Union;" the moat eegerneBS 
forthe eatabliahment of "justice;" the most power 
to aid in insuring "domestic tranquillity," "pro- 
viding for the common defense," and " promoting 
the general welfare;" and Uie beat duposition, 
greatest fitness, and power to assist in securing 
*• the blessings of liberty " to the people and their 
posterity. 

Experience has left no doubt whatever as to the 
effect of free and slave institutions in fitting a 
Slate for these duties. To what States do we 
look for plota against the Union ? Whence come 
treasonable threats, and where are treasonable 
gatherings ao common aa scarce to excite atten- 
tion , whue, under the severest provocation , scarce 
a whisper of dialovalty is beard elsewhere? 
Where i« "jiutiee" syatematieally refused to 
labor, and the citizen denied the law's protection 
if his sentimonts displease the mob? Whence 
come attacks upon the freedom of debate, and 
whence is the inviolability of the people in the 
persons of their representatives auccessfully as- 
sailed ? Where do we see " domestic iranquillity ' ' 
endangered by n breath, and panics that prompt 
tortures whicii shame the Inquisition ? Whence 
are armed invasions of peaceful Territories, un- 
leashing murder and enthroning anarchy, and 
all to force an odious system upon an unwilling 
]>em>Ie f What States have ao nursed the enemy 
within as to impair their efficiency in the " com- 
mon defense, "and instead of pursuing the objects 
of our fathers' bond, have become drunk with 
the cup of 8laver3r, and are madljr dragging us 
into the ever-yawning gulf of despotism t Answer 
me these questions, and then tell me what insti- 
tutions all are interested in seeing established in 
the incoming States ! 

But the grand error of those who base their 
vindication of the cqaality of the States upon the 
establishment of slavery in the Territories is in 
tbt assumption that there can be property in man; 
for the claim is at least specious, tnat whatever 
may be the power of Congress to regulate com- 
merce or moke regulations for the Territories, it 
should not discriminate against particular species 
of property. 

But man cannot hold property in man ! The 
claim is a vile heresy — its consummation a ter- 
rible usurpation. When God placed man upon 
the earth he gave him dominion over the fish, the 
fowl, the caiue, the earth, and every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth, but not over bis 
fellow; and He gave him tho herb and tixt frtiit 
bearing seed, and commanded him to till the 
ground. He caused the rain to fall and the 
grain to yield him its increase, and it waa all 
the property of man; but He gave him no power 
to force his brother for him to till the earth, or 
gather for him the grain. This is the announce- 
ment of the great law of property, as written in 
the nature of things. 

The idea of property is also one of our most 
vivid internal conceptions, and aU the moral 
instincts cluster around it. No language, how- 
vnr poor, is without the ntiiie; and no people, 
however barbarous, will fiul to vindicate their 
own. The universal propensitv of the enslaved 
or defrauded to ateol ia but a tribute to the inward 
.perception of property and justice. This instinct 
IS vivid and aJl-controlling in our cariiest years; 
and as much so in the infant whom gentlemen 
call property, as in him whom they style his 
owner. E^h will possess and defend his little 
properties, the fruit of his gatherine, his labor, 
or his exchange; and neither, till false teaching 
anil pampered lustquenches instinct and dethrones 
reason, will dream that the other can be subject 
to hia ownership. The same instinct teacnea 
every man to regard himself as his own. *' To 
make the willing slave we first unmake the man." 
The sense of seif-ownerahip is present, and die- 
latps self-control, even in tne relations of a just 
and natural dependence; for, though the child 
may be led, yet his will must fimt be broken 
before he will yield it to force; and even the dire 
subjugation of a life of slavery leaves clear in 



the mind the instinctive connection of / and 
mine. 

Even under the dire subjection of slavery man 
ia not held as absolute property. Property im- 
plies a Bu^eol and object— the owner and thing 
owned. The owner is man; the thing owned is 
— what? man, too? If so, the word expresses 
a relation between men, which differs from prop- 
erty. In speaking of persona, it is proper to say 
that they bold the relauon,asof master and slave, 
master and servant, parent and child, Ac.; but 
we never speak of the relation of man and a horse, 
or man anaafarm. The term only applies to man , 
and it applies to all men in different and recipro- 
cal conditions. But slavery being a relation of 
absolute power and aubjection, in the poverty of 
language we call him so subjected, property; the 
very term being an eloquent protest against the 
relation — an acknowledgment of the usurpation. 
And even in this sense Die term " property " can- 
not be held to apply to man, without deciding 
what men, or what class of men, shall be prop- 
erty* and who shall be their owners. 

The answer, that slaves are property, evades 
the inquiry; for who, pray, shall be slaves? 
Those who are black and have woolly hair? But 
the majority of such are not slaves; and the im- 
mense majority of slaves in the world are not of 
this class. And besides, upon what principle do 
you decide that they shall be slaves? If it be 
answered, that prisoners of war shall be slaves, 
while I admit this to have been the principle foun- 
dation of ancient slavery, it cannot be of modem, 
for the rule is universally repudiated, except in 
Africa and amone the American Indians; and, 
besides, it ia void for uncertainty as describing 
no one, for oil may become prisoners of war — 
hence all may become slaves. If it be said, those 
whose ancestors were slaves, I reply, first, " All 
men are created equal;" hence there is no corrup- 
tion of blood; and second, all slaves are descended 
immediately or remotely from free ancestors. 
There can, then, be no rule about it — it is simply 
a question of power. But rules of property ore 
rules of right and justice as opposed to power. 
Hence the universal reason echoes back the uni- 
versal instinct; so that, in the language of Sheri- 
dan, " Never was this inextinguishable truth 
destroyed from the heart of man, pitwed, as it is, 
in the core and center of it by his Meiker, that 
man was not made the property vf man." 

What our Creator has thus clearly taught us, 
both by the written Word and by the inward light, 
as well as by the exercise of our faculties, is 
also reoogntted by all who pretend to base their 
statements upon justice and the nature of things. 
Locke assumes self-ownership as an axiom for 
the purpose of showing individual property in 
things. " Though theeartbandaU inferior crea- 
tures," he says, " be common to all men, yet 
every man has a property in his own person; 
this nobody hasartghttobuthimself. The labor 
of his body and the work of his hands we may 
say are properly his. Whatever, then, he re- 
moves out of the state that nature hath provided 
and left it in, he hath mixed his labor with, and 
joined to it something that is his own , and thereby 
made it his property." So docs man not only 
own himself, out this ownership is the foundation 
of iiis right to separate property in " the earth 
and all inferior creatures.^* 

Mr. PAINE. I ask to interrupt the gentleman 
one moment. I merely wish to ask the gentle- 
man if his remarks do not apply to a murderer, 
and everybody else, just as well as they do to a 
slave ? 

Mr. BLISS. If the gentleman can see the 
application, 1 confess that I cannot. When a 
man, by crime, forfeits his life or forfeits his 
liberty to the necessity of the equal protection 
of all who do not forfeit it, I can see no analogy 
to the state of forced slavery from the cradle. 

This declaration of Ijocke is but a specimen of 
the reasoning of all authoritative writers. Self- 
ownerahip is the axiom in the law of property. 

Most writers who claim the sanction of law for 
property in men rest their claim upon the civil 
code. The Roman law, in many of its features, 
even in the earliest days, was celebratod for its 
wisdom and its justice; and in deference to its 
leading objects, and, 1 may.add, to the sense of 
justice within us, Justinian, its great reformer and 



commentator, commends to us jurisprudence as 
" the science of the just and tne unjust;" and 
states the maxims of law to be, "to live boiiestiy; 
to hurt no one; to ^ve every one hia due. ** At 
if to vindicate the civil law, he traces alavery to 
the law of nations as applied to war. ** Wars 
arose, and in their train followed captivity and 
slavery, both of which are contrary to the law 
of nature." — (L. l,ttt.2,) "Slavery- is an insti- 
tution of the law of nations, by which one man is 
made the property of another, contrary to natural 
right." — (L. 1, tit. 3.) " Slaves are denoioinatfrd 
Mrei, because generals order their copttTea to be 
sold, and thus preserre them, and do not put them 
to death. Slaves are also called man^pia, because 
they are taken from the enemy by the strong 
hand." I leave the gentleman from Sou lb Caro- 
lina [Mr. Kbitt] to prosecute hia issue with 
Justinian upon the origin of the word. 

Yet the power of the master, absolute as it wot, 
differed but little from the power oT the paUr 
/smUioi. Laws lake their color and direction 
fhim the charaeler and habits of the peojde. 
The eariy Romans were but organized robbers, 
and as they were superior in energy aad wisdom 
to the nations around them, and governed by oo 
absolute head, they naturally possessed laws 
more complicated, and, aa between themselves, 
more just than we look for in rude a>gea. Bot 
their character as freebooters tinged their whole 
system, and Iheircomplex origin seems toacc:ouni 
for the strange mixture of justice and oppression, 
law and power found in their civil relations 
Sanders, in bis introduction to his edition of Jus- 
tinian, thus describes ihe origin of that portion 
of the civil law which seems to base rights upon 
plunder: 

" TbeTIUenaesorQulriteti ircTeoTBablne eztracrtioD. Ii 
vru fttun tbein ibat tbe later Rotnani derived ail thai 
moatdiBtinctlveintlieirprivaieUw. Tbegreat pecnliuUT 
of tbe Sabine law, or, ua it w called by tbe Laiin writers, Uk 
jiu ^utrUium, WOK the power ol' tbe nanus. Tlie mmss 
waa tbe bond of the conqueror. Tbe warrior, orrathertbe 
freebooter, went out to flfht and to rob, and all be nroD wai 
the fruit of hia rigtil band. lie could denl with it as be 
pleased; and, as a eucceMfiil raid was his cbief mode of 
acquiring property, all he poitsessej, of whatever kind, vfai 
Gontidered to be tbe apoila of war. R« waa Ute owner bf 
conqueat of all that belonged to bim. Bis prapeitv wuall 
ciaMed under tbe term nuatcifium—kt bad all bean taken 
by the ' hand,' (numu captam.)" 

And these Roman robbers and kidnappers 
slopped not at reducing to slavery those seized 
in their forays; for, continues our editor: 

" Even bia wife and children were considered to behac 
to him. aa if he bad acquired his righta over tbem tqr tbe 
streDBtoafhlahand. The wife was reckoned as tbe daughter 
of her own hnabasd. In order that hia oacendoncr over bn 
miglii be own narked ; and ahe and her children were m 
cuBipleielyiBhia power aa if they had been carried off t'nn 
acapttired town. The diUdren could havu no eepaiaie 

E>peny; «U belonged lo him to whom they tbemaelTea 
longed i and If a nn msrrieil, hia wife befonsed to tm 
htber.''— Smdna>«Jbi(Wa«,p.3. 

As the nations gradually woke from tbe slum- 
bers of Ihe transition era, it waa fouad that the 
property relations of men to man had passed 
away, and no longer made the progress of society 
impossible. If the Roman Church had conferred 
no other benefit upon mankind, the influence of 
her pastors, silently but steadily exerted durii% 
the "ages of faith," for the release of the bond- 
man and the humanization of the law of nationa, 
should modify our indigttation at the ambition 
of her prelates. The nvil law, as modified by 
tlie modem nations that adopt it, is no longer 
"coniTary to the law of nature" — it ia pur^ 
of the robber maxims of the Sabine. 

But the light illumined not the vailed continent; 
and we find it still governed by the law of the 
"strong hand." This law was introduced into 
the American colonies along with the sable cap- 
tive; and the importation was found so profitable, 
that, reckless of its effects upon the future, for 
over two centuries it hardly met a rebuke from 
civilian or priest. Its glaring inconsistency with 
the free common law of England waa clearly 
apparent, and waa finally solemnly acknowledged 
bV the chief court of the Empire. 

The successful war of independence, based upon 
an acknowledgment of the equal righta of man, 
broad as ChnsUanity itself, and the oblig^ation 
of Government to protect them, was perfected 
by that Federal Constitution that made ua one 
peofrfe. Jo framing dli^instriinient it became 
importa^^f|^^^ti^^0Aa>t|£ should 
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est upon the mixed foundatioQ of the common 
AW ani] the law of the Btrong hand, so imported 
rnni Africa, yetnlready yielding to the new polit- 
ctti life, upon *' feet part of iron and part of clay," 
ir be bnspd upon modern civiiization and modem 
9W. We are not left in the dark aa to the decia* 
on. The Conatitution of the United Statea, that 
:reat and noble production of great and noble 
ncn — a production which, notwithstanding the 
procts that time haa developed, yet in it« adapta- 
ion to the circumatanecs of the young Republic, 
[1 iis vindication of fundamental pnnciplee, in 
hose nice balancings of power by whion alone 
lany could be one, leaving the one atill many, 
aa no parallel in human history. Some power- 
111 and never-sleeping intereat, adverse to popular 
ights, may gain control of its administration, 
trip it of Its moat beneficial powers, or, leagued 
ritn other interests, institnte noveltiea for law, 
nd, by trampling on the local jurisdiction, hope- 
issly subject to a greed inherent in all artificial 
nteresia, every personal and private right; it 
lay make an Instniraent, designed alone for pro- 
ection, the right arm of a eentraU»d power, 
natoining and aaatained— ^ power thus enabled 
grasp vaat revenues, to direct an executive 
oilitia, all-pervadin^> and breathing alone the 
entral will, to inapire a judiciary choaen with 
eference to such interests, powerful without 
recedent, and practically irresponsible; it may 
hua debauch it, but the instrument itself will be 
iewed from the ages as a noble monument of 
be wisdom of those who did what they could, 
iQl could not bequeath virtue, or reconcila irrec- 
'nciiablea. 

But whatever Uie defects of the Federal Con- 
titution, it recognises not the law of the ** strong 

land" — it entirely ignores the Afric-American 
ode By the clear declaration of its object to 
«cure liberty to the people and their posterity; 
>y the express provisions that no peraon shall be 
leprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
luc proi^ss of law; by the fact that slaves are 
int mentioned or specifically described in any 
tart of the Constitution, but, whenever they are 
uppoaed to be alluded to, are uniformly spoken 
'fas "persons," it is perfectly clear that the 
federal Constitution in no way recognizes man 
3 property. In thia respect its languague ie 
;uai-ded with mostconvineing care. 

The history of a fcw clauses furnishes addi- 
ioniil evidence of the intention of the iVamers. 
Che Virginia convention which ratified the Con- 
titution, insisted on certain amendments more 
fieetually guarding the rights of freemen. The 
liiiih, lenin, tweUlb, fourteenth, and fifteenth 
laragmphs, recommended by it for incorporation 
n tliG Federal Conaiitution , are substantially 
mbraced in the first, fourth, and fiflh amemi- 
nt'niB subsequently adopted; btU wiik tMt rignifi- 
ml cAqti^e, for the word ruiMBH, lh« term 
copLE or pKaBOH is twfrfMufed, clearly indicating 
bat these fao^amenial provisions were not in* 
ended to be confined to any class of persons. 
Sec a Elliot's X>ebaies, p. 464.) 

1 need but to refer to the oft-quoted language 
•f Madison, Crerry, and others, in the conetitu- 
ional convention, showing that, in those provis- 
mit which may refer to sFaves, they intended to 

precisely what they did— so frame them as to 
ive slavery no aancuon, and to guard against 
ny implieation that there could be property in 
lan. The Journal of the cmvantion snows its 
crupuloun care on this subject. 

So has the general action of Congress. While 

1 has shown great zeal, and gone, as I believe, 
«yond its constitutiontd authority, in providing 
or the reclamation of fugitives from service, it 
las never yet deliberately acknowledged property 
n slaves.. The Constitution provides that pri- 
ate property shall not be taken for public use 
rittiout just compensation; yet CoDgnss has re- 
used to pay for slaves killed while impressed 
nto the public service, or othOTwise employed. 
Worses or other property so tslten and destroyed 
iQve always been paid for, but not slaves. This 
iiiifurm and practical interpretation of the Con- 
titutioii clearly icbuu the novel assumptions of 
:enilcmen.» 



* Pof hiftory of lepalBlioa on lliif tut^faci, see vpsech of 
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Slaves under the Federal Constitution are not 
property, because they are represented in Con- 
gress as persons, though as peraons under dis- 
ability. No one claims that we have here a 

Property representation, for if so, who epeaks 
ere for the overshadowing capital of the North ? 
Are the hundreds of millions of the free States to 
go unrepresented, while tlie " property" of the 
slave States has a voice and a vote that decides 
most important questions? Is this equality f 
And yet, if slaves are property, it is exactly tne 
equality which our Constitution gives us — an 
equality that deeply dishonors a section that will 
for a moment endure it. 

Saves, then, under our Constitution, are not 
property. Its language does not so make them; 
its provisions if honestly executed would render 
slavery under its exclusive juriadiction imposai- 
ble; Its framers repudiated all language that 
would admit the claim, and our legislation repels 
the idea. 

Have gentlemen considered all the consequences 
of this cuim / If slaves are property other than 
by a mere municipal regulauon, confined to its 
bounds, I would like tolcnow what is to hinder 
their being ao held in every State in the Union? 
Could an Ohio horse be enflranchised by being 
taken to Kentucky.^ Can Qeorgia confiscate a 
Massachusetts vessel in her ports? States may 
exclude the creature of the local law as fran- 
chises, and may guard the public morals by de- 
stroying gambling apparatus or ardent spirits; 
but property in general they cannot desti^oy, can- 
not confiscate, cannot keep out of their borders. 
Any doctrine or decision declaring ^ves prop- 
erty by the general lav, guaranties their enjoy* 
mentas such in any Slate in the Union, and thus 
slavery is universal. 

Again, if slaves are property, the United States 
are liable to pay for every slave that shall die from 
employment m the United States service. In 
case of a successful invasion of the slave States, 
it will become the duty of Government to call 
upon the people «n masst to resist the invssion — 
slave and ft«e, white and black, all ara bound — 
none are exempt from duty on such an occasion. 
And when the States shall thus be redeemed flrora 
the invader— when the lists of the killed, the 
maimed, and the missing, are brought in, it will 
be fbund that for the tens of thousands that wilt 
necessarily fall in a serious war, as many mil- 
lions will be needed for their persons; and for the 
thousands who shall be wounded or otherwise 
disabled, the Invalid pension rolls will be filled 
with — the soldiers' names f no, bat those of their 
masters. And so, in case of insurrection, every 
insurgent destroyed by the United States is ao 
much property taken for the public use, and must 
be paid for. There is no resisting a claim on the 
Ghtvemment, if slaves are property under Federal 
lav. We uniformly pay for the soldier's horse 
killed in battle, and for private property destroyed 
by our troops. 

No; slaves are not property. The great law 
of property cannot reach tnem; the voice of Qod 
within us rejects the idee; the civilized code of 
nations nolon^r warrants it; the Constitution of 
our common country repudiates It; our legisla- 
tion has ignored it; and now gentlemen claim a 
reversal of our whole policy — seek to initiate a 
revolution more radical than that which gave us 
birth; and for what? To take a new step in the 
progress of human enfranchisement? No; but 
to Mopt, as the basis of our future aetion, " the 
wild and guilty fantasy, that man can hold prop> 
erty in man." 

lliavc thus endeavored, Mr. Chairman, and with 
constrained brevity, to vindicate the Constitution 
from the insidious doctrines of those who would 
debauch it. I fear false doctrine more than invec- 
tive — the latter recoils upon its vulgar author. I 
fear the enthronement of arbitrary power far 
more than the sword— the wounds of the latter 
will heal; but when the doctrines of the Revolu- 
tion, the truth of which alone redeemed ns from 
the charge of factious rebellion, shall be success- 
fully sneered down — when the "law of the strong 
hand" shall be substituted for the principles of 
"equal and exact justice," then, mdeed, may 
" Hope discouragedlnd the West fiirewell,"ana 
the Seen of humanity look to other climes and 
other af/iM for the reanzation of their dreams. 



Ho. or Reps. 



AMEaiCANIS.M— SLAVERY QUESTION. 

SPEECH OP HOnTtHOS. P. AKERS, 

OF MISSOURI, 
Iw THE House of RapREiENTiTivei, 
January 14, 1657. 
Tbc HmiiG bclog la Uk Cominiltee ofthe VVliole on itie 
■tate of the Union- 
Mr. ACERS said: 

Mr. CHAiaMAv: I had hoped — indeed I may 
say I had confidently expected — that the ordinary 
subjects of congressiond legislation wopld not be 
kept in abeyance during the present short ses- 
sion of Congress by the rehearsal of lectures on 
the ethics of slavery. I had hoped that the sla- 
very agitation — that <' ghost of temquo" which 
baa haunted these Halls so long — would suspend 
its disturbing and distracting iiSuences; if not for 
all fotura time, at least until capital is needed for 
anoUierpresidsDtial campaign. I had hoped tliat, 
now the election is over, the country would enjoy 
a season of repose— that membera of all panics 
would meet here and cordially oodperale with 
each other in promoting the common interests of 
the nation. The people throughout the land have 
entertained these hopes. They have looked to 
this session of Congrass for something mora sub* 
stantial— of more real intrinsic wordi, than mere 
electioneering speeches, whose greatest merit con- 
eistsin the faithfulness with which they reproduce 
the issues and oiguments which have been met 
and answered daring the recent campaign in 
almost every village and neighborhood of the 
land,_and with which the people are quite as 
familiar as are the honorable members who deliver 
them. Thus far, however, they have looked in 
vain ! 

What a spectacle do we of the Amorican Con- 
gress this day present to the world ! Chosen and 
sent here to legislate for a people indisputably 
the most fiourishing on the face of the globe; 
appointed to act as the immediate guardians of 
the most liberal Government ever framed by the 
skill and wisdom of man; invested with the power 
of controlling its commerce, the great world-mag- 
net which if properly adjusted would attract and 
draw to our shores a large share of the wealth 
of all nations; clothed with power and expressly 
commlsHloncd to develop ita agriculture, whose 
Titanic force of enginery moves the whole vast 
machinery of our social and political afioirs— 
occupying this high position, and invested with 
thasa noble trusts — we yet continue, from day to 
day, and from week to week, to thrust aaide theaa 
great interests, to turn our backs «pon them, and • 
eoKiga in a driveling disenssion, vhieh we ail 
know can bars no other efiSeet Uian to widen the 
breach, and deepen the animosity; and embitter 
the strife, between those sections of the Union 
which are now so unhappily and so defiantly 
arrayed, tha one against tlie other. 

The slavery agitation has become a sort of 
exclusive monopoly in both Houses of Congress. 
It seems to have acquirud, possibly under the 
reign of "squatter sovereignty," a perpetual 
preiimptioo right to this floor. And so it is also 
in the other end of the Capitol. Neither here 
nor there can any other subject obtain a respect- 
able hearing. 

Near the close of the last session the wheels 
of the Government were actually locked in ordsr 
thatfagitation mi^t have 

" AmfAv wope and verga raon^.'* 

,When Congress adjourned, and the membera 
went home to their constituents, they found the 
whole eonntry convulsed with a tempest which 
they had called into being on the floor of thia 
House, and which a reckless ftnatieum was 
guiding and deepening into public ruin. N9 part 
of the country was entirely exempt from the all- 
prevalent excitement. From north to south, 
from the rising to the setting sun — in every State 
of this great Confederacy — the slavery agitation 
simultaneously raged. 

I bad hopea that the storm, fW>m its very vio- 
lence, vrauld have exhausted its fury during the 

E residential campaign; but in this nope I have 
een most sienally disappointed. At the very 
threshold of tne pteaent sessionwe found our- 
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The preBenlation, by one of my colleagaei, of 
the credentials of the Delate from Kaoaaa, wu 
embraced as a fit occasion for inauguretine anew 
the " reiffnof agitation.*' The President^ mes- 
SRge tulaed fire to fire. It furnished, in both 
Houses of Congress, fresh food for the scorn of 
the agitators. Thus far they have " fared sump- 
tuously*' utjon it "eTcryday." One half of the 

E reseat session is now |>Bst; and up to this good 
oar no measare of national interest — none of a 
private nature worth oaniing-^s been preiented 
or diseusaed. 

The Private Calendar is fall of tonehing appeals 
to the justice and magnanimity of the House in 
behalf of widows and orphans whose husbands 
and fathers have died in defense of the country; 
but the " still small Toiee" is scarcely heard above 
the din of the slavery agitation. The agricultural 
iitferests of the country, especially of the great 
and growing State which 1 have the honor to 
represent in part, are asking for congressional 
legislation; but thus far they have made their 
appeal in vain. And thus it is also with the 
manafkcturing and commercial interests of the 
nation. The practical meaning of our action, 
foithfutly rendered into plain and intelligible lan- 
guage, iH precisely tliis: the plow may rust in 
the flirrow, and tae rich soil of this outspread 
eontinent-^he most fertile that ever imbibed the 
rains, or basked in the sun-showers of heaven — 
may cease to clothe itself with rolling harvest 
wealth; the fiying shuttles and whirling spindles 
of our growing manufactories may stop; those 
sea-going vessels which forest-gird the continent 
with the masts of a world-wide commerce, may 
rot, and go down at their anchors; mines of min- 
eral opulence pushing their rich galleries beneath 
the mountains may remain undeveloped; inter- 
ests of all classes, eonslitnting in their combined 
aniegate the very pabalnm of the nation's life, 
sir must stand aside until we shall have taxed 
the " slavery agitation," and obtained fVom it a 
sufficient revenue of political capital to return us 
to Congress. It is a bvrningihwne that members 
should consume the lime of the House, and waste 
the money of the country, for purposes so selfish 
and so fraught with evil. 

On yesterday, the previous onestioii was de- 
manded on the resolution to refer and print the 
message. This I concluded would terminate the 
pending discussion; and with this view I voted 
to sustain the demand. Sundnr members had 
ntged me to seek the floor and address the House 
on ^e motion to refer and print. They stated 
that the district whiah I represent had been for 
more than a year unrepresented; that it is a 
border district; and of course feels deeply inter- 
ested in the questions which have been drawn 
Into this discussion, I Alt that tbera was force 
in ihese stateoMnu, and accordingly I sought 
the floor. In this I was unsucceanul up to the 
time when the previous question was demanded; 
and notwithstanding my aesire to be heard on the 
resolution referred to, for the reasons I have men- 
tioned, i voted to sustain the demand, in the hope 
t»f terminating debate. 

The previous question was sustained by a laig^ 
majority. I rejoiced in the result. I supposed 
the debate was ended. I supposed the House 
would now go to work in earnest; that something 
would be done for the benefit of the nation. In- 
deed, I was expressing my gratification upon 
being delivered from this worrying discusAon, 
when the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Bowia] 
rose in his place, and very unwisely, as I think, 
alike for himself, his party, and the country, re- 
opened the debate before the Committee of the 
Whole. It was unwise for himself, because it 
places upon his shoulders the respoosibtlity of a 
mrther waste of time and neglect of public inter- 
est. 'It was unwise for his party, because the 
unpardonable fraud which it practiced upon the 
people during the recent canvass preaehiM sla- 
very in the South and ft«e-Eansas in the North 
—using the principle of the Kansas-Nebraska bill 
as a shifting index to the diverse views of all 
localities— becomes more and more apparent in 
proportion as they attempt to conceal it. It was 
unwise for the country, because of the neglect of 
important interests and the positive evil involved 
iu such discussion. 
If our past experience did not dembiwtmte the 



utter futility, as well as absolute danger, involved 
in the slavery agitation, the reopening of this 
discussion on yesterday by the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Bowie] would not Jm wholly in- 
excusable. But our past experience is full of 
instruction in this re^^rd; its lessons of warning 
are thick around us. They lie on the very sur- 
face of our history. Their manifest teaching is 
palpable to theeyesof all. Slavery agitation nas 
always been, as it is now, a moving shell of mis- 
chiefs. And yet the eentleman from Maryland — 
regardless of past and present dangers, and reck- 
less as to future results — laundies us out again 
on the sea of " agitation," wild with temfieat and 
covered with darkness. 

Mr. BOWIE, My colleague commenced it. 

Mr. AEERS. The gentlenmn is clearly mis- 
taken. His colleague addressed the House on 
the resolution to refer and print the message; but 
that question is now disposed of. His speech on 
yesterday reopened the discussion before the 
Committee of the Whole House. This much by 
the way. 

I wish to state here, that I will not yield to the 
interruptions of members on the other side of the 
House,unle8s I chance to misrepresent them; and 
I take this liberty myself, as I am not in the habit 
of interrupting others. 

Before proceeding any further in this imme- 
diate line of remark, 1 desire to review, very 
briefly, the speech of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Bowie,] who addressed the Committee 
on yesterday. In the opening of his speech he 
assails his able and accompliued colleague [Mr. 
Dins] for the utterance, in his speedk teforethe 
House, of views at war with the best interests 
of the State he represents. He charges him, in 
the language of metaphor, with advocating a 
system of policy that will ultimately Free-Souize 
the State of Maryland. It would be easy, I 
imagine, to trace this wanton and unprovoked 
assault to its proper and legitimate source. This 
task I shall not now undertake. I merely throw 
out the hint that it is probably connected, in some 
way or other, with the merciless lacerations which 
the gentleman's party received, afew days since, 
at the hands of his colleague. The leaden of hie 
[Mr. Bowie's] party, wiui all their charaeteristic 
astuteness, had carefully bridged over the wide 
gulf that divides its northern and southern fac- 
tions. They had covered and concealed it, as 
they had supposed, not only from the casual 
obsOTVation of the masses of their own party, but 
from the keenest scrutiny of their poliucal oppo- 
nents. Their work accomplished, they were 
mingling in friendly interchanges, cajoling each 
other, and laughing in their own eleeves at the 
complete success of their scheme. The gentle- 
man^s colleague had watched the constniobon of 
this bridge; and now, while tlie builders were 
quietly and contentedly surveying its supposed 
skillful framery, he rose in his place, and at one 
fell blow demolished the rickety stniclure. Its 
lumbering timbers, shattered and riven by the 
stroke, were precipitated into the depths below 
with a crash tlmt is etill resounding through the 
land. This, in my opinion, is the real ground 
of the gentleman's unwarrantable assault. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Bowik] 
classes his colleague with Black Republicans be- 
cause of his [Mr. Davii'i] views on the Kansas- 
Nebraska act. Those views, if I rightly under- 
stand them, relate more directly to the divers 
constructions put upon that act by Democrats, 
than to the act itsea. The ground assumed by 
the gentleman's colleague was precisely this: that 
if southern men and their property are to be 
turned away from the common territory of the 
country, it is quite immaterial with them whether 
Uie power that does it resides in Congress or in 
a Territorial Legislature ^that the power of ex- 
clusion may as well be intrusted to a body where 
the South IS represented and her rights vindi- 
cated, as to a council of "«9uattm"%'here she 
is unrepresented, and witere there is no voice to | 
defend ner rights. Is that Black Republicanism ? i 
If so, there is a hberal supply of it in the South, 

But the ^ntleroan alleges that his colleague ] 
discovera a Free-Soil proclivity in attributing the 
existing agitation of slavery to the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise. Now what are the fhcts 
in the case? It is not my pnqiuse to diseotaj at 



length, the merits or demerits of that obsolete 
line. It has become, and I trust it will ever re- 
main, a dead issue. But as the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Bowie] has discovered thttt it 
embodied the principle of the Wilmot proviso, 
and OS he charges his colleague with Free-Soil 
proclivities for simply stating the results of its 
repeal, thereby avowing his belief, impliedly, at 
least, that its repeal was unwise and inezpedientt 
I desire to look a tittle into its history, and see 
whether others, as well as the gmtlemaa's col- 
league, are not equally obnoxious to this grave 
and unenviable charge. Who was it, I demand, 
that erected the line, and who have been its ablest 
and most fearless defendera? Sir, they were 
southern men. Who defended this line when 
Arkansas applied for admission into the Union 
as a State? They were southern men. Who 
voted to extend the compromise line to the 
Pacific coast? Open the Journals of .Congreas. 
and read the names of the very dtampion* of 
southern r^hts. Did Uiey.by tlMt vote, indorse 
the principle of the Wilmot proviso; and ere ve 
to regard them all as Free^ilers ? Surely the 
gentleman will not have the hardihood to assert 
It. He will hardly have the darine effrontery to 
rise lip in his place, and so insult tbe living, and 
reproach the patriotism of the illustrious dead. 
Sir, the Lefdslature of the State of Misaoun, 
and that a Democratic Legislature, declared by 
resolution that the peace, the permanency, and 
the safety of the Union depended on a strict ad- 
herence to the yrineiplt of the compromise line, 
in its application to oU the new territory acquired 
by purchase or otherwise. And it instructed its 
Senators, and requested its Rcpresentadves in 
Congress to vote for the/urt&«r extention of that 
fine. But the gentleman insists that tbe princtpte 
of the Missouri compromise was the same as that 
of the Wilmot proviso. Does he mean to aiSrm 
that a Democratic Legislature, in a slave State, 
instructed the Senators of that State, and re- 

?|uested its Representatives in Congress to vote 
or the principle of the Wilmot proviso? Surely 
this is not his meaning, though it is a fair de- 
duction from his premises. Sir,irearle8siyaflinn 
-4nd I do it with tbe names and the votes before 
me — that ftom 1830 to 1^, a period of wore 
than thirty years, southern men defended and 
voted to sustain that line, while northern men 
and Free-Soilers invariably refused to recognize 
it, and voted against it. In 1654 the DemocraU 
and Free-Soilera changed sides. And now, be- 
cause the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Davia] 
is unwilling to stultify himself, as his colleogue 
[Mr. Bowie] bos done, by whirling a political 
somersault, and planting himself oit precisulr 
the same position that Mr. Halb and his fol* 
lowen occupied before tbe compromise line was 
repealed — because he denounces tbe " squatter 
sovereignty" of the Kansas-Nebraska act, and 
rebukes tlie unfairness of his political adven<a- 
ries, as displayed in the recent canvass — because 
he believes and affirms that the existing agitation 
had its origin in that act — in short, because he 
refuses to accompany his colleague, and join 
the ranks of a rarty that carries the banner of 
*' Buchanan and Breckinridge and Slavery" in the 
South, and ' 'Buchanan and Breckinridge and Free 
Kansas" in the North, he is branded as a Black 
Republican, seekiiu to fnje-soilizo the State of 
Maryland, The charge is a perfect mockery ! 

The statement of the gentleman's colleague 
[Mr. Davis] was simply a statement of fbct. 
Who that has eyes to see and ears to hear can 
deny the existence of slavery agitation ? Who 
that is capable of thought can fail to discover iu 
source? Andwhothathascourageand manliness 
enoughto avow his honest convictionawill hesi- 
tate a moment to speak out, as the member from I 
Maryland has done, and vindicate the truth of j 
liistory? I hesitate not to affirm that a chasm tins i 
been opened in tbe floor of this House which ilio 
hands of all the true patriots of the land may not 
be able to close. For two yean 1 have watched 
the traveling edges of that gulf. Statesmen abroad 
have not been unobservant. Indeed, a member 
of the British Parliament has actually fixed the 
day when its crumbling margin will undermine 
the institutions of our Qovemment — when they 
and the great confederate temple itself will dis- 
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Sir, it is not a single cloud hanging on the 
lorizoii of Kansas, m which sleep Uie bolts 
ha( shall shiver an oak here and another there, 
.i)d scathe a few foreit shrube, that now rises 
ipon the view of the nation. The slorm is raging 
(1 tvery region of the North. The lightning 
:leam3, in its passage from one cloud to another, 
a if the whole forest would be enkindled—^ if 
be tempest, before porifying the atmwphere, 
rould spread in eccentric desolation on erery 
idc. 

Tlic views of the gentleman's colleague [Mr. 
)avis3 are, substantiaUvt the views of a targe 
lajonty of those whom! hare the honor to rep- 
escnt. If he is a Black Republican, so are they. 
, therefore, in the presence of this House, and 
II behalf of my constituents, hurl back into the 
ietii of their author the odious and slanderous 
pithets which he has seen fit to utter. I should 
3se the confidence of constituents, and richly 
.eservc the loas — nayi I should loss my own self- 
expect, if I had not the courage to say precisely 
/hat I hare said. My sense of justice would 
lot allow me to say less: my limits forbid that I 
hoiild say more. 

I conic now to what I shall call the camaaign 
>ortton of the gentleman's speech. I refer to 
hat part of it in which his droit utterance, and 
roller gesticulation, indicated so clearly the 
ratory of the stump. In this connection he char- 
ctcrized tlic American party as prescriptive of 
^reigncrs. Sir, in what sense is the policy of 
hat party proscriptive i What does it propose, 
n reference to the foreigner, that partakes of the 
lature of proscription ? You answer, It with- 
lolds from him, for a time, the rig:ht of suffrage. " 
Ind have not all parlies, from thebeginningof Uie 
Tovernment, done precisely the same thing? We 
iropose, as a party, nothing new in principle. 
The necessity of putting foreigners on a proba- 
ion, when they come to this country, is recog- 
lizud by the existing laws of the land, and by 
he policy of all parties. We only ask to extend 
lie term of probation. Tlie difference between 
IS and other parties, therefore, is a difference in 
egard to time, and is founded wholly in expedi- 
ncy. Wc say to the immigrant, " Sir, we are 
iDwilling to invest you with tne right of suffrage 
mil you have learned how to exercise it." We 
ill him that the machinery of our Government 
i delicate and complex in its structure — that its 
Doiions are regulated by the great batsnce-wheel 
if free suffrage — and, Uierefore, that he should 
101 touch it until he learns how to do so with 
aTuty, Otherwise, we tell him, he might disturb 
tsequilibriumand unsettle its motionSfin which 
ivent the innate powers of self-propolsion within 
he machinery of State would scatter its rolling 
nd flying wheels in a thousand directions. We 
ell him he must not carry combustible material 
nto the magazine until he learns where the train 
iea. Otherwise, he may set fire to the train, and 
he explosion may ruin both us and himself. Is 
here any proacripiion in this ? If so, it is a pro- 
icription designed and adapted to protect the 
orcigner — a proscription that withholds from 
lim onlyUie means of his own ruin — that throws 
I wall of shields around both him and us, and 
Eceps in check the horrors of misrule and an- 
rchy. If ours is a war upon the foreigner, it is 
iiic 111 which the vanquished will share uie spoile 
vilh the victor. 

But, to give every eonctivablt aignment of our 
lolitical opponents its appropriate place and 
veiglit, 1 will pause here a single moment, and | 
'Xaiiiine the alleged proscription of foreigners by 
he American party, in withholding from them 
he emoluments of office. This ^ai^, based 
in tlie hypothesis last mentioned, scarcely rises 

UiG rank of a sophistry. If a freeman may 
lot prefer a native-born to a foreiffUrbom citizen, 
ind cast his vote accordingly, poUtical liberty is 

1 plmntom, and free suffrage a mockery ! 

riic error into which our political opponents 
lave fallen is this: they fail to discriminate be- 
wccn prtftrring and proicribinfi — they attach to 
he former the odium that properly belongs to the 
alttr; but ihcy do so only in reference to the 
Vnierican parly. They seem to regard it as per- 
ectly legitimate and right that a Democrat should 
"■efur to be ruled by Ifemocrata; but if an Amer- 
can prefers to be ruled by Americans, and, in 



the exercise of free suffrage, votes accordingly, 
his action is branded as proscription. 
" Strange roch difibrence ibera sbould be 
*Twixt tweedledum sad tweedlcdeo I" 

But we Americana, it is said, make the acddeiU 

oftArth, while Democrats make Aonnony </ views, 
the basis of preference. This is simply untrue. 
It is untrue both as it relates to them, and as it 
relates to us. Where, I demand, is the boasted 
harmony of their views? — where the basis and 
groundwork of their agreement? Is it in the prin- 
ciple (?) of the Kanaaa-Nebraska act ? Their own 
speeches, delivered on this floor during the pres- 
ent Congress, clearly demonstrate their diversity 
of opiuon as to what that principle is. They 
differ from each other, in regard to its meaning 
and practical working out, as widely and as radi- 
cally as they do from the Republicans themselves. 
Some of them affirm that it clothes the Territorial 
Legislature with power to establish or exclude 
slavery ttfhiist a Terrifory. Othera, admitting that 
it gives the power, deny that the " squatters" 
have a right to exercise it until they come to form 
a State constitution. There are those, again, who 
strangely enough insist that it gives the Territorial 
Legislature *' no power whatever" over the sub-, 
ject of slavery, but that the power to establish or 
exclude it is mherentin the breast of the " squat- 
ter," and is, therefore, underived. This divers- 
ity of opinion was well understood before the 
meeting of the Cincinnati Convention; and yet 
there was no attempt on the part of that conven- 
tion to define and £x its position. It simply in- 
serted in its platform the ambiguous and in(an< 

S'ble expression — " the prtnci;ue of the Kansas- 
ebraska act" — leaving the contestants of every 
locality *' perfectly free to flrame their own" con- 
struction of its meaning, and "regulate" the 
mode of attack and defense " in their own way," 
subject only to such limitations as are imposed 
by the accommodating- »rineip^» of the Democratic 
party. Harmonious Democracy I Its fittest sym- 
bol was seen, in vision, by the Prophet of Pat- 
mos, and is described in hisgoi^ous apocalypse 
as having "seven heads and ten horna." "The 
figure would be perfect, if the "heads" were 
It^Um and the " horns" of each t^Hqutdfar haUle 
with all the rest. 

But it is not true, in the sense alleged, that wc 
of the American party make the accident of birth 
the ground of our preference. This is our posi- 
tion: that it would be wiser and safer — botn for 
us and for the stranger who comes to live with 
us — to take charge of our own affairs, and govern 
our own household ourselves, than to give him 
the rein, and trust to hie uncertain and inexperi- 
enced giiidance. We take it that the very exist- 
ence of our Government is endangered hv an 
indiscriminate bestowment of oflice and suffrage 
upon the hundreds and thousands of foreigners 
who are annually thrown upon our shores. 

It is not my purpose, in treating this branch 
of the subject, to worry the House and the coun- 
try by rehearsing the tragic story of foreign crime, 
and foreign pauperism, and mous, and nota, and 
all that. The puoHc mind is already well informed 
in reference to these matters. They each and all 
have an important bearing on the subject in hand, 
and the lesson of warning which they read to the 
nation should not be wnolly disre^urded. But 
our greatest danger, in my opinion, comes from 
an entirely different quarter — a quarter to which 
the public mind has not yet been faiHy directed. 
I refer to the corrupting "itnu" which are fast 
being foisted upon ua by foreigners in the great 
cities of the land. These are the points on which 
we ore moat vulnerable. 

The relation of our cities to the country at lai^ 
is well understood. We know that they are cen- 
ters of wealth; that they are centers of power; 
Uiat they are centers of intelligence; that iheyore 
the great ktartt of the nation, which send out their 
pulsations to every part of it; so tliat what the 
cities are now the country soon will be. 

1 have only space to mention two of these pesti- 
lent " xtms "—one of them imported from France, 
and the other from Germany, 

The French "i»n" writes its creed in one 
sentence — '* Jtfomt^e is an unreason«bfe rcjfroin/, 
and ovfhl io be obMAtd." This creed was in- 
augurated in the city of New York only a few 
years since, and now it counu it votaries by the 
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thousand. Its practical effect is to substitute 
for virtue the vagrancy of lust. It seeks to dis- 
band the family, to stop the warm beating of its 
heart, and quench the pun fires that bum upon 
its altar. Yes, the ftmily ! that sacred shrine of 
the pure and holy affecUoos; that center of at- 
traction which holds back the hewly and high- 
minded, and whose cord draws out of the vortex 
the shipwrecked mariner, when the last strand 
of every other cable is parted; that verdant spot 
in life'a dreary waste, around which memory 
ers— these political Vandals would desecrata 
and wither with the foul breath of lewdness. 

The other " tern" to which I refer, and which 
is broughtherebyimmigrantsfromGermany.is, 
if poHuk, still more terrific in its bvneflil tend- 
ency. I mean the denumd whidi is made in the 
platform of principles published by the Free Ger- 
mans of the city of Louiaville, in 1854: "That 
all laws for tht ebmvanee nf the SMatk tlutU be 
repealed." 

Sir, I regard our peaceful Sabbaths as the 
brightest, if not the only reL-cs that have sur- 
vived the general wreck of the fall. I look upon 
them OS bivouacs '* preparatory to the battle of 
the week," or rather as "beautiful islands" cast 
out by the hand of the Divine Beuignitj on the 
roaring and restless torrent of time, wilhm whose 
quiet groves the voyager of life finds rest and 
refreshment, and from which he looks out at the 
rush and listens to the dia of the eddying world 
around him. But these more than Gfotha would 
cover these beautiAiI ishinds wiUi the mantle of 
desolation and death. 

Abolish our Sabbaths and tou remove the most 

Sowcrful restraints which hold back the impatient 
epravity of man. The repeal of all laws re- 
quiring its observance would be to us like the 
mlling of the dam, and the unobstructed over- 
whelmings of the flood. The healthful tone of 
our morals would relax. The purity and virtue 
which form the foundations of public strength 
would perish. Vice and crime— long maddened 
by confinement, but now unchained— would lesii 
rend than tear tha strength of the nation asunder. 
Insubordination, then anarchj, and then revolu- 
tion, would follow eaeh other in quick succession ; 
and finally, after buffeting the waves until its 
energy and vigor are exhausted, the nation would 
seek repose in the calm of despotism. 

In answer to all this, we are told Uiat the Amer- 
ican people will never consent to the repeal of their 
Sabbath laws. Our reply is, they have already 
consented. In the city of St. Louis — the com- 
mercial metropolis of my own State — the present 
Board of Aldermen, eonsisUiv in part of Ger- 
mans, did actually repeal the Enbbatn lavs a few 
months since, that were enacted by the American 
Board of Aldermen of lost year. 

Sir, in less than ten years, at the present ratio 
of immigration, and with the present facilities for 
acquiring suffrage, our large cities will be ruled 
by foreigners. And who can doubt that they will 
then finish, in other cities, what they have began 
in the city of St. Louis ? 

You tell me that the number of foreigners i'» 
too insignificant to excite alarm. And this is 
precisely what was said in Prance of the in^el 
clubs of Voltaire. " What can they ^i" said 
the King in the pride of his power. What caa 
they do ?'* said the nobility that surrounded; the 
throne. Contemptible visionarice! " Whaj can 
they do," said the bishops, " against us who, hold 
the conscience of the nation by the fWce of habit 
and by the terrors of eternity?" Andthusr-whito 
4he leaven was fermenting, white the feyer was 
rising, while the unquiet earth was tveaying and 
the magazines of woe were filling,up — the people 
were soothed to sleep. The^ were awdKcned 
only by the roar of revolution; and only in timo 
to see the nneappiog of Uiait fearfhl volo^no which 
rolled out a eontinuons ah.eet of deeotation over 
all the land. 

It is in vain that you'rely fbr safbt^ on the 
freedom and power of the Government-, tor these, 
in the hands of a profligate suffVsjge, arc the very 
attributes of (uir pent. or will it afford us pro- 
tection from these menacing evils to close our 
eyes to the ikct of their existc;nce; fbr all history 
testifies that the danger of national ruin is aug* 
mented and rendered more inevitable, inversely, 

in p«>porUon -Bi^z^^^B^ ©ly^fe 
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clearly disceroed. Nor yet will il save ua to 
have on aggregate majority on our aide, for, as I 
have statco above, tliese evils aasail us on our 
wenti points, and where we have not the majority. 
Il must also be remembered that the alertness of 
minorities is quite as proverbial as the phlegmatic 
indolence of roajori ties— commonly the one gains 
and the other loses, until the maiority changes 
Bides. But a majority is not needed to destroy 
our Government. A small number of madmen 
may wreck a ship in a storm. Ask history how 
the Qovemmenls of antiquity were subverted. 
The answer is, in the general, " By the decay of 
virtue and the consequent growth of vice." It 
was this that destroyed the Grecian Republic. 
It was this that touched with death the iron 
sinews and proud heart of the Roman Empire. 
It was this that broke down the ancient and lilus-' 
trious kinelom of David and Solomoo into a 
trembling aependency which was finally sub- 
verted by the son of Vespasian in the midst of 
boundless slaughter. It was this, in short, that 
ruined all the Governments of ancient story. 
Such, at all events, is the teaching of history. 
And how does philosophy account for this uni- 
form destiny i Let it speak for itself. Its utter- 
ouee is clear and distinct. " Slowly," it informs 
us, '* and reluctantly does human noture rise up 
from sloth, and ignorance, and animalism; and 
many hands and constant cfTorl are demanded to 
raise and bold up the slugeisb maas; but a single 
hand may cut the cord and let it thunder back on 
destruction. A well-tuncd orchestra and a har- 
monious choir demand science and skill} but a 
fool may put the instruments out of order, and 
send out notes of discoHl. To bring a garden to 
its hig^hest state of culture, taste and industry and 
cxpcrioncc must combine the discoveries of ages; 
but a Iicrd of swine may destroy its beauty in 
an hour." 

Finally, on this point, to throw into one sen- 
tence the cause ano reason of our fears, as well 
as the distinctive ground upon which we base our 
preference of the native to the foreigner, I remark 
that it is infinitely easier to pulldown than it is 
to bvUd Kp a government; and while the for- 
eigner is peculiarly quaUfiod to achieve the for- 
mer result, he ia utterly unable to accompliah the 
latter. 

We arc not alarmists. We trust that our Gov- 
.emment will live^ and rise to a glorious immor- 
tality; but if it IS destined to fall oh evil times 
and De ruined, then we desire, while the smoke 
of our burning ascends, and the fragments of our 
wreck are floating by, that our countrymen may 
know that we put forth our hands, in feebleness 
it may be, to arrest the evil. This is the posi- 
tion of the American party; and for this the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Bowie] brands it 
with proscription. 

But it is more than time that I should turn to 
tlie last point in the gentleman 's speech which I 
propose to notice. U is the charge of religious 
intolerance. 

In submitting my views on this branch of the 
subject, it may notoe improper to state that there 
are leading men in the American party who differ 
with roe. I will therefore be understood as only 
proposing to give my own construction as to its 
policy. 

And here I must be permitted to express ray 
regrot that the gentleman saw fit to leave out 
the proof of that charge. I had heard it made 
on uic stump, and with apparent sincerity; but 
.the proof buB invariably oecn wanting. I had 
never expected to hear tt in Congress unaccom: 
panied with the proof. But I here affirm, that 
neither in the speeches which I heard during the 
canvass, nor in the gentleman's speech on yes- 
terday, iiavu I been sole to discern even the trace 
of an argument in proof of the charge alleged. 
Thv truth is, there has been no attempt at argu- 
ment, unless there is argument in abuse, or in 
drollery, or in swaggering gesticulation. 

What do wc say m our published platform of 
principles on ihe subject of religion? We say 
plaii)iyanddiatinctIy,"No religiouaintolerance." 
Wo did, I admit, iu our first platform, express a 
delunniried resistance to the " aggressive policy" 
and *' corrupt lendencies" of ecclesiastical dom- 
inotion; but wt; never have proposed, nor do 
we nov.' propofip, lo iulerferc wilh any man's 



rights of conscience. We have said, and still 
say, that there shall be " no union of Church ard 
State" in this country, for the Church has always 
been corrupted by tfie foul embrace. How was 
it affected when Conatantine united its powers 
with those of the State? History symbolizes its 
spiritual condition by the apt and appropriate 
figure of a " whitcd sepulcher"— beauuful with- 
out, but within full of deail men's bones. How 
has it invariably been affected under similar cir- 
cumstances; and how has it scourged the State 
for seeking and securing the unholy alliance? 
Look at Spain groaning under the lash of the 
Church! Look at Galileo, whose genius it tor- 
tured on the rack ! Look at Latimer and Ridley, 
whom it burned at the stoke! Look at the horrid 
Inquisition, whose galling weight it dared to lay 
on the world ! Behold it wielding the ax, and 
wearing off its bloody edge in beheading meni 
because they dared to read their Bibles, and in- 
terpret its meaning for themselves! See it in 
Ireland, driving from the door of the starving 
peasant his on^ cow, and selling her for half her 
value, to raise tithes for the support of a Protest- 
ant clergyman whom he never saw ! And in ad- 
dition to this, see the priests of his own Church, 
as iticy meet him at tne cradle; watch them, as 
with jibbcring and clenched teeth and hungry 
stomach, they dog him through life to the grave; 
yes, and beyond the grave with their demand for 
money ! Hear them asking for money when the 
inftint is baptized; hear them asking for money 
when the boy is confirmed; hear them asking for 
money when he goes to confession; hear them 
asking for money when they grant an indulgence; 
hear Hiem asking for money when they risit the 
sick; hear them asking for money when they 
grantthc benefit of extreme unction to the dying; 
hear them asking for money when they perform 
the Inst sad office to the dead; and finally, hear 
their heartless and ceaseless demand for money , 
from the friends of the departed, until the monk 
and the mass have extracted his soul from pur- 
gatory! The voyage to Paradise by this ex- 
pensive and circuitous mode of transit becomes 
an intolerable burden; and it is made to pass 
round by the way of purgatory for no other con- 
ceivable fiurpose, that 1 can discern, than to jus- 
tify tlieir enormous exactions of^ejgftf. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Sir, we love religious liberty. We are jealous 
of the rights of conscience; and hence we will 
ever resist such a union of Church and State in 
this country as would crush out religious lib- 
erty. Nor do we, in this respect, go a whit 
further than the American Catliolic goes. He 
eschews, as cordially as we do, the dogma once 
held by the Church of Rome—" That the Pope 
has power to dethrone kings and princes, and 
deprive them of their crowns." He would re- 
sist, as promptly as any other American, the erec- 
tion on this continent of that inexorable tribunal, 
whose pathway through Spain is still marked 
with the traces of ancient murder. So far from 
being intolerant in matters of religion, we are 
the first political party, if not the only one, that 
has ever distinctly declared its opposition to re- 
ligious intolerance. We propose to protect the 
religion of both the Catholic and (he Protestant; 
and to that end we intend to resist the " aggressive 
policy" by which the one might crash out tlie life 
and being of tlie other. 

And now, having disposed of the gentleman's 
speech, I resume the line of remark on which 
I set out in the beginning. I stated that I was 
opposed to the further agitation of the slavery 
question in Congress; partly because of its mis- 
chievous tendency, but, chiefly, during the pres- 
ent short session, because it keeps in abeyance, 
and vill probably defeat altogether, other and 
important public interests. 1 desire, during the 
residue of my hour, to speak somewhat in detail 
on each of these two topics. 

An eminent British historian, speaking of the 
American Republic, calls it the "Young Giant of 
the West;" and, considering iu unrivaled growth 
and expansion, he has certainly applied to it a 
very appropriate designation. Bni inis '* slavery 
agitation" IS a fearful gangrene on the limbs of 
the youthful giaot, climbing wilh dark, mortal 
omen toward the seat of life. It was the hiss of 
this serpent that alarmed our fhthers when (hey 



were laying the foundation of the Government; 
and from that day to this it has trailed its alimy 
length— its pathway of shame — along all the years 
of our growing greatness. It has finally suc- 
ceeded m coiling itself about Ihe body of the 
"giant." Its strong folds are now contracting 
with crushing power, and history has already 
recorded the first tragic line of the final catas- 
trophe. 

We shall not fully appreciate the mischievous 
tendency of" slavery agitation," unless we look 
narrowly into its past history, and carefully note 
its occasions and effects. It began fhr back in 
our national annals. Its first scene was enacted 
on the floor of the old Continental Congress. 
For three successive years it rocked the floor of 
that Hall, and shook the ill-compacted elements 
of the Confederacy almost to disswution. It was 
ragtng fiercely when the convention met to frame 
the Federal Constitution; and it was transftrred 
to' the floor of that confbntion. So fierce and 
violent was the contest there, that the hope of 
uniting the contending factions into one common 
sisterhood of States was for a time completely 
blighted. At length an amicable adjustmeni was 
effected. The State of Virginia ceded to the 
United States that splendid domain known as the 
Northwestern Territory, from which five flour- 
ishing States have since been formed. This 
munificent bequest was at that time an effectual 
quietus to the slaTery agitation. It was the great 
pacificator. It said to the troubled elements, 
"Peace, be stilt!" and instantly the sea went 
down, and the great vessel of our country's for- 
tunes was seen floating like a beautiful swan on 
the bosom of the quiet waters. 

A little attention to the slavery agitation in this 
instance^ especially to the manner of its adjust- 
ment, will (lisclose the secret and baneful source 
of all subsequent and similar agitations. Before 
the Federal Constitution was adopted, the area 
and population of what is now the slave country 
largely exceeded the area and population of the 
free States. It was clearly apparent, therefore, 
that the slave States, under the three-fiflhs rule 
of representation, would hold the balance of 

flower in both branches of the National Legis- 
sturc. Hence the relentless opposition of the 
free-Slate delegates in that convention to the 
institution of slavery. The contest l&en, as in 
subsequent instances to which I will presently 
advert, was a struggle for vested rights on the 
one side, and political supremacy on ihe oUicr. 
This proposition is susceptible of a degree of 
proof scarcely inferior to demonstration. In tlie 
argument which I propose to make upon it, 1 
shall leave out of view the interesting proofs that 
might be drawn directly from the contest iis->lf, 
and direct my attention to such only as are dedu- 
cible from its final adjustment. 

If the contest in question did not originate in 
an unworthy grasping aAer political supremacy 
on the part of the free States' delegates, in wkat, 
I ask, did it ortginole ? Did it spring from on 
inherent repugnance to the institution of slavery, 
considered simply and in itself? Was it the off- 
spring of humanity interposing in behalf of the 
slaver Surely such a contrast could not have 
sprung from either of these sources. In what, 
then, did it originate? There is but one answer 
to the question; and that answer is clearly dedu- 
cible from the mode of adjustment by which the 
stru^le was terminated. The acquisition of the 
Noi^westem Territory opened out to the free 
States the prospect of future expansion, and, 
with that expansion, the prospect of ultimate 
political supremacy in the councils of the na- 
tion. Hence the magic power of the famed or- 
dinance of *d7. You remember how promptly 
and effectually it appeased the storm; how com- 
pletely it bridled the wild ravines of fanaticism; 
now it closed up the temple of Janus, and furird 
for the time all banners of battle. And yet the 
condition of the slave was in nowise affected by 
its passage. The proof of the proposition sub- 
miued above is full and complete — that the first 
slavery agitation was a contest on the part of tlie 
free States for poljficsi laprtmaey. 1 pass with- 
out further remark to the iCTiewal or its subse- 
quent history. 

The next serious a^tation of the slavery ques- 
tioQ occurred in the fetS ISIitrVheiftUe State of 
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LouiBinDR applied for admiuion into the Union. 
\ bloody war with Great Britain was just on the 
!v<> of bumiDg upon the country, but the battle 
ipoii tlie alflvery question appealed so directly to 
ntcrest on the one side, and to mad fanaticism 
>n tlie other, that even the "pomp and circum- 
ttance " c' approaching war were either un- 
lecrdfd, or 'ost sight of, in the fury of seclional 
L^^itation. In thin, aa in the former instance, the 
ontost was a struggla for power. 

The third, and by farthemostfrighlAi! "agita- 
ioti** that has ever transpired cince our Gorern- 
nent be^n, occurred when Miswniri applied for 
>ermissioniofonnherStateconstituti(Mi. It com- 
ncnced in the year 1819] and for two terrible 
'ears the smoke of the battle hung over the Cap- 
t-ol. The ffreat heart of the nation was beating 
umultuoualy, and almost bursting with appre- 
lenaion, when suddenly the ballle-clouds hned, 
nd all eyes in both sections of the Union turned 
ngerly to see on whose banner victory had 
lerched. They saw the contending hosts sitting 
juietly around a doubte-faeed monument on the 
■ne aide and the other of which each read the 
nacription of Its own Tictory. Missouri was 
dmitted beneath the a^is of the Constitntioni 
>ut slavery was forever restricted from atl the ter* 
itory north and west of that State. 

I slmll pass by the "agitation" of 1636, which 
•ccurred when the State of Arkansas applied 
t>r admission into the Union. Other elements 
o complicated the struggle as to render its true 
ource and character most difficult of clear dis- 
ernment. 

The next scene in this tragic act occurred in 
845, when the annexation of Texas was pro- 
losed. Here the issue was fairly presented. It 
iraa a contest for power on the pai-t of the free 
States, and for nothing else. Slavery already 
xisted in Texas. Its admission neither dimin- 
shed nor increased the number of slaves. It 
;ave the South additional power in the councils 
>f the nation; and was therefore opposed by the 
S'orth. Slavery was only an incident; while po- 
itical aggrandizement was the source and object 
)f the strife. 

The successive agitations that occurred in con- 
lection with the Oregon bill, the California bill, 
uid the Utah and New Mexico bill — commencing 
n 1847 and terminating in 1850— are so nearly 
ilike, and trench so closely upon each other, that 
he three may be grouped together, and regarded 
18 constituting oiM great struggle. I shall not 
Muse here to argue the questions relstinff to the 
iccosion and object of this struggle. We were 
ill eye-witnesses of the scene; but as each of as 
observed it from a different angle of observation, 
we would all diSer, most probably, in our opin- 
ions both aa to its origin and effect. There is one 
respect, however, in which there is perfect agrec- 
nent. We all a#ree that its amiciU>ie adjustment 
LTTcsted the eddying whirl of that fearful mael- 
itroom which threatened to ingulf the Union, 
in this instance the contest was settled on a new 
:>rincip)e — theprinciple of non-intervention. All 
lections of the country acquiesced in the adjuat- 
nent; and the feverish excitement of 1850 was 
*nat dying out, when suddenly, like a thunder- 
mlt from a clear sky, the double-dyed fraud of 
' squatter sovereignty "wns launched down upon 
IB. It shivered the fine of partition that gave us 
lome sort of show for future expansion, and laid 
>pen our spreading and fertile domain to the 
lauperfl and loafers and felons of Europe. And 
low, the alien, standing upon that soil still red 
ind slippery with the blood of southern chivalry, 
»,n turn us and our property away. If the re- 
pealing clause of the B^sas-Nebraska art had 
i>ecn 80 framed as to revive the "Old French 
laws" establishing slavery in the Louisiana pur- 
chase, the intereais of the Soutfi would then have 
Men protected; but that act, by express pro- 
vision, declares that those laws shall not be 

revived " or ** put in force, " In conclusion on I 
this point, I put the question: Where are our 
troubles about slavery to end? We are now in 
[he very throe and trnvail of agitation. Omens 
3f evil hang thick and dark along the horizon of 
the future! No star of hope arises I No ntj of 
leliverance gleams out to gladden the heart of the 
ruitioii ! Our present is full of trouble, our future 
replete with doubt only less Uum despair. 



If (here were no other subjects demanding con- 
gressional attention, I should still regard this 
eternal clamor about slavery aa the clinmx of 
madness; inasmuch as it tonus directly to unhar- 
ness the loins and quench tlic vigor and divide 
the couneilsof the nation. Butwbonl remember 
that, in addition to these positive evils, it keeps 
in abeyance the consideration of all other subjects, 
however grave and weighty in tlicir character, I 
have no language in which to express my utter 
aversion to its further vexatious and harassing 
progresa. 

In this immediate connection, and with a view 

to indicate the particular class of subjects upon 
which our people in the West desire congres- 
sional legislation, I will ask your attention to a 
brief statement of facts in relation to that inter- 
esting region of country. 

Less than three quortars of a century ago, 
Governor Spotswood, of Virginia, plied every 
effort within the grasp of hts great mind to in- 
duce his countrymen to cross the Alleghany 
ridge. '< WIubo motives of avarice failed, he suc- 
ceeded by considemtions of ambition. An order 
of kniglitbood was formed. Caps and- epaulets 
and garters were distributed. A small borse- 
shoe of beaten gold, stitched to the coal of each 
daring knight, proclaimed the adventurous char- 
acter of the transitorv crusade." With fearless 
step they ascended the untrodden heights of the 
mountain; and in ten short weeks the gales of 
the magnificent West were burst asunder. Since 
then the tide of emigration has been sweeping 
westward with the steady and resistlGss advance 
of a sea. The soldiers of 1776 and 1812 have 
since diawn their warrants and settled in that 
land of promise. Their sous and daughters, 
blooming in health and vigor, are there. The 
arts and improvements of civilized life are there. 
Wealth ana intelligence and reiinomentare there. 
Schools and colleges, and thepu^itond the press, 
ore there. All uiat the East called its own is 
there. The largest half of the country's popu- 
lation is there. The mighty genius of the nine- 
teeotli century is there. The whole stupendous 
array of machinery, whose wondrous power in 
abridging labor has relaxed the curse on man 
and bcoat, is there. The terrors of the wilder- 
ness have shrunk back as if from tlie glance of 
destiny. Interminable forests have gone down 
with eJl their plumed honors before the ax-armed 
cohorts of peaceful industry. Thousands of 
log-cabins, which once formed the image and 
emblem of the West, have long been supplanted 
by mansions scarcely less elegant than the palace 
of Aladdin. Flourishing cities have arisen as if 
from tlw wavioffs of magic. In plain, unfigura- 
live truth, ** the wilderness and the solitary 
place" have been made glad; and tile desert lit- 
erally " blossoms aa the rose.'* 

Such was the past, and such ia the present, of 
the West. Shall I now lift the vail and cast the 
horoscope of its future? No power of prophetic 
discernment can grasp the whole of that ruture; 
but its bold striking outline is palpable to the ob- 
tusest obkervBtion, The West is destined soon 
to become, if indeed it is not already, tlie richest 
agricultunil region in the world. How m ucli of 
its future greatness is revealed in the breadth and 
fertiUty«Df its soil. Compared with other coun- 
tries, It is, in round numbers, about twelve times 
as hii^ as France, six times as lai^ as Great 
Aitoin, and nearly thirty limes as lai^c as Old 
England alone. Its climate is mild and salubri- 
ous. The Rocky Mountains protect it from the 
rude blasts of the norihweat Pacific, and the AUe- 
^banies interpose an effectual iwrrier against the 
cold eaat wind, so destnutivc of life and health 
in the Atlantic States. These lofty ridges are 
the heaven-built walls of that garden of the world. 
Indeed, i have sometimes imagined that the very 
position of those rock-brow^ ridges was stu- 
diously arranged, for a wise and beneficent pur- 
pose, by that wisdom which built and fashioned 
the cartn for the comfort and convenience of man. 
Starting at the extreme northern boundary of the 
West, some hundreds of miles asunder, they reg- 
ularly and gradually converge as they approach 
iU southern limits, forming a miglity tunnel 
throQgb which the wind and weather of the north 
an poured out on the Mexican Gulf. But the 
South can never ictam this compliment to us wIm 



live in the West. If all the siroceos of the tropica 
should conspire to blast us with their fonl, hot 
breath, they would soon find themselves blowing 
from the wrong end of the tunnel. Their utmost 
rnge could not roach us. When the south wind 
does come, it is as soft and bhuid as an infant's 
breath. It melts the hoar frosts of spring, brine* 
us our birds and our flowers, and fills the whole 
land with the early harbingers of returning sum- 
mer. 

Again: tlie West is destined to become agreat 
manufhcturing region. It possesses every ad- 
vantage for this purpose that the hand of boun- 
teous nature could bestow, lu creeks and river* 
' must be numbered by the thouaand; and in alt 
' their higher sections, they are rolling and tum- 
: bling over ledges and precipices in all u\c wildness 
of untamed and unappropriated power. In the 
dash of every torrent; in the roar of every cas- 
. cade; in the rush and thunder of a thousand cat- 
I aracts, the voico of destiny is heard throughout 
j the mighty West. Neither New England nor 
Old England can much longer enjoy the profits 
of furnishing us with their various fabrics. We 
shall soon have our Lowell and our Manchester, 
as we now have our Pittsbui^, and Wheeling, 
. and Cincinnati, and St. Louis. Nature has fur- 
i nisbed us the necessary facilities, and western 
! enterprise wilt accomplish the work. 

No nation has ever become great or powerful 
without enterprise. Why is it that China ia so 
weak and powerless, compared with other na- 
tions ? Is it because she is wanting in industry I 
. No nation is more industrious. She walls her 
territory to shut out the invader; she bridges het 
valleys with chains; she transforms her rocha into 
terraces; and, as if disdtiiiiing the assistance of 
nature, she rears her temples on mountains of 
her own construction. And yet, if an earthquake 
should sink her to-day, what ocean would miss 
her sails } The secret of her weakness lies in tliisi 
she is wanting in tnergy. 

It is with nations as it is with individuals. 
The man who has energy holds a guarantee to 
greatness. Exile him to the wilderness, and lie 

Eresses milk nnd honey. from its rocks. Launch 
im out on the stormy ocean, and he exacts a 
rich! revenue from its billows. Place him in a 
printing office, and he Incomes a philosopher 
and suitefmun. Imprison his body, and, through 
the grated windows of his cell, he sends out his 
soul to tread the zodiac, and count the constel- 
lations of heoven. Bring out and spread in his 
pathway the racks and chains of jcwisli per- 
secution, and, looking forward to the results and 
rewardt) of his labors, he points to thctse instru- 
ments of torture, and says, with serene com- 
posure, *' None of these things move me. " Place 
him in any and nil relations, whether prosperous 
or adverse, and still his susp is firm, fearless, 
forward; and if the framery of the universe fall, 
its shattered ruins will siriite him on hia way to 
his object. And, as with individiiala, so with 
nations, energy is ihi' condition and guarantee of 
greatness. Wno, then, in the light of these flwts, 
can sot bounds to tlic growing greatness of th« 
West — a country where the Hcnificent Creator 
has emptied the horn of abundance, and wherf 
energy is the staple of character.' 

Finally: The West is destined to become great 
and powerful in a commercial point of view. 
Spread out the map of that wonderful region and 
look for a moment at its natural facilities for 
transit and transportation. Take up your posi- 
tion at the mouth of the " Beautiful Ohio" and 
trace out the lines of travel that radiate tlience to 
all poinu of the compass. In the direction of 
Pittsburg you have nine hundred and fifty miles 
of steam navigation. To the Falls of St. An- 
thony you have a thousand miles more. To the 
head waters of the turbid jVlissouri you have a 
continued stretch of three thousand miles more. 
These noble streams, together with their numer- 
ous tributaries, make up a combined aggregate 
of not less than ten thousand miles. 

Nor is the West shut in from intercourse with 
the rest of the world. Nearly all its imvigublo 
streams terminate in that " Father of Waters" 
wliirli nature herself has channeled out to the 
southern marts of trade. The great chain of 
bikes wjiieh forms its commercial and political 
boundary on the north opens a direet conuuuuitB.- 
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tion to that ncenn of opulence which hu made 
New En^^land and Old England the commercial 
emporiums uf the world. And, finally) if Con- 
gress will only suspend the slavery agitation long 
enough to listen and rcnpond to the wants of the 
country, it will soon be connected by railroad 
with the Pacific ocean. That great work accom- 
plished, the West will have ftjriy entered upon 
Its high career. Only think of it a moment. 
Sbtpa from the Indian ocean, from Canton, and 
Calcutta, can craaa the Padfic, and deposit their 
rich fVeight on the western ahore of thU continent, 
and save ten thousand miles of the tnoat difficult 
and dangerous navigation. The entire circumfer- 
ence of the eartU will then be traversed by ateam, 
and the line of transit so formed — to borrow a 
figure from geography — will be the commercial 
equator of the globe. It will reverse the course of 
the world's commerce. It will be the great chan- 
nel along which the wealth of nations will flow. 
Merchants from London and Liverpool will cross 
the American continent by railroad on their way 
to Asia. Ti-ej will purchase their silks, ana 
gums, and spices, and rich aromatics, in the 
respective markets of Asia and the islands of the 
Pacific, and then return homeward by the same 
line of travel. They will thus past and repass, 
and their commerce will be transported, across 
the entire breadth of this continent. But this is 
not all. The merchandise imported from the 
same markets to the Atlantic cities, and which is 
now carried round by Cape Horn, will take the 
same course-, and the entire aggregate will pass 
through the very heart of the West. Then, and 
not till then, will the natural resources the 
West have fairly begun to be developed. Then, 
the American Ri^public will have fairly begun to 
achieve its high destiny. Yes, when that iron 
pathway is spread from ocean to ocean, and this 
earth-encompassing current of travel and trans- 
portation is set in motion along it, not only the 
West, but this great and powerful nation — not 
only the nation, but the trading and trafficking 
world — will feci the impulse. 

I have detected, in the- course of my remarks, 
a smile of incredulity — I will not construe it less 
charitably to myself — playing upon the lips of 
members who sit immediately around me. Sirs, 
I cheerfully accord to you, and each of you, the 
benefit and luxury of a smite at my expense. 
The country whence I came, and of which I 
apeak, is smiling also. It will, I trust, continue 
to smile for many years. It will ultimately, and 
in due time, go up and possess the broad inher- 
itance which these views anticipate. In what 1 
have said I have not given utterance to idle 
declamations. I have not unbridled and set wild 
on impulsive and fervid imagination. It has been 
no part of iny design, thus far, to pursue a line 
of remark in the nature and character of argu- 
ment. The siatemeniB I have made are higher, 
more reliable, and more affirmative than argu- 
ments. They are statements ofjket; and deduc- 
tions from premises as immutable as the laws 
of matter. What I have said of the past and 

F resent of the West is matter of history. What 
have said, in the shaiie of deductions, respect- 
ing its opening and brightening future—especially 
of that future which shall follow the completion 
of the Pacific railroad — is based upon laws as old 
as the creation. No skepticism can gainsay these 
fiicts or doubt the deductions iKtsed upon them. 

And here let us look for a moment, from this 
angle of observation, at the discussion now pend- 
ing in both Houses of Congress. 

A vast region of country, opulent in all llie 
essential elemenu of power ana greatness, asks 
Congress to aid it in constructing a road which 
would lift the whole nation into new capacities 
of progress; and Congress strangely and persist- 
ently refuses to suspend the slavety agitation, 
and give even one day to the consideration of 
that reasonable request. The completion of this 
Work, it is freelv and frankly admitted, would 
pour new life ana vigor into every sinew of our 
social and financial system ; it would immeasur- 
ably enlarge our already unrivaled agriculture; it 
would raise our infant manufactories, now Btrug- I 
gliiig for a doubtful existence, into prosperous 
and permanent ascendency lit would whiten every 
ocean with the soils of our commerce, and fill 
every marl with the products of our skill; and I 
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yet its completion is delayed , and will most prob- 
ably be defeated, at least so far as the present 
Congress is concerned, by the intolerable nui- 
sance of slavery agitation. 

Nine tenths of the people in the western States, 
and a lai^ majority of tne citizens of the eastern 
and middle States, desire the speedy eoostruction 
of the Pacific railroad. The commercial neces- 
sities of the nation demand it. The continued 
possession of four hundred thousand square miles 
of our territo^ on the Pacific coast demands it. 
The defense of our ocean-bound Republiedemands 
it. And yet, though the money and the energy 
are ready to construct it, no time can be spared 
from the "slavery agitation" to investigate its 
daims. 

But I have another and a higher reason for 
desiring the termination of the existing contest. 
If it continue, our ruin is inevitable. As well 
might you attempt to blot out the sun and bind 
the solar system together with cobwebs, as to 
waste your strength in an insane endeavor to hold 
the discordant elemsnla of this Confederacy in a 
state of adhesion, whUe this vexing and disor- 
ganizing question is permitted to ii^it the halls 
of legislation. But if we bury this dangerous 
issue, and set our hearts upon the aggrandize- 
ment of the country, there may be no bound to 
the sacred munificence of our preservation. The 
coming trials and tribulations of earth may but 
augment our glory. Preserved amidst the ** thun- 
derings and lightnings" which appal the tribes 
and races of earth, we may yet be led up, like 
the prophet to the Mount, to see the fac« of the 
BlernM LaWKiver, and when the visttation has 
past, the vond may see us descending from the 
mountain and the cloud, our brow blazing, and 
our hands holding the Commandments of Man- 
kind. And if — as there is great reason to sup- 
se — the terms of metaphor employed in the 
riptures to represent tne destruction of the 
globe, are only material emblems of the spiritual 
up-breaking and subsequent renovation of the 
race, then our Government may stand forever. 
The cause of humanity bids it stand. The suc- 
cess of our great experiment of self-gOTernment 
bids it stand. "The very earth itself/' as it 
whirls along its orbit, '* carries the universal shout 
around, ato perpetua!" and from the most distant 
realms of the coming future returns the prolonged 
and repeated echo, " he t&ou e»er/atling.'" 
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Tbe HouM beioK In tba Committsa of tba Whqle oa Uie 
HUUe o( the Uidui, and harinf onder eossideraiion the 
Tariff Ull— 

Mr. BOWIE said: 

Mr. Chairuah: I do not propose to consider 
the tariff question at this time. I propose to 
reserve what I have to say on that subject to 
some more convenient season. I have not di- 
rected my mind to tbe coosidenUion of that ques- 
tion at this time, because I had no idea that it 
would be sprung on the House this morning; but, 
with the consent of the House and of Uie Chair, 
I shall proceed to ^ive my views upon some of 
the topics embraced in the President's message, to 
which the attention of the House has been oiled 
by the various members who have addressed 
the committee. With reference to the tariff ques- 
tion, therefore, I shall only say, " Go thy way 
for this time, and when I have a more convenient 
season I will call for thee." [Laughter.] I shall 

[iroceed with my remarks, availing myself of the 
atitude of debate allowed under the rules of this 
House. I propose to address myself in reply 
to some of the remarks of my colleague, [Mr. 
Davis,] who has found so much fault with the 
President's message. I shall not, in the remarks 
which I propose to submit, dwell much upon 
that portion of the President's message which 
relates to the organization of the Black Repub- 
lican party. That subject has been so ably nan- 
died, so thoroughly oined, and the aisumeots on 
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i t so thoroughly exhausted, that I shall give them 
but a passing notice — merely to give it a blow u 
it falls. It is true that we are told that we should 
not strike down a fallen foe; but when that foe 
wriggles in death, and in his stru^ies gives warn- 
ing of a future attack, it is the part of wisdom — 
it IB the part of prudence, to put him beyond 
the reach of harm forever. 

Now, sir, the President, in the exercise of a 
clear constitutional duty — of an obligation im- 
posed on him by the Constitution lo give inform- 
ation from time to time to the Congress of the 
United States, of the state of the Union, not only 
in reference to its foreign, butdomeslicrelationa, 
has announced what, in his judgment, ia a con- 
spiracy to overturn the Constitution. He has 
conceived, in his judgment, that there is a design 
upon the part of theBhick Renubliean party — I 
sUtke out the word " Black " for the sake of 
courtesy, [laughter]— to strike down the funda- 
mental principles of our Government. He con> 
ceives tnat the orgemization of a party, based 
upon the principles announced by Mr. Speaker 
Banks, in his great commercial speech in New 
York, that mere numbers should prevul, attempt- 
ing to array all that portion of our great country 
who are not slaveholders against Uiose who are 
slaveholders, as in violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution; and this being his judgment, in 
which the greatDemocnttic party concurs,! thank 
him for tbe bold* fearless, and patriotic manner 
in which he has presented to the mind of the 
American people tbe momentous issues involved 
in the consideration of such a question. 

The attempts to bring into conflict the com- 
mercial interests of the North and South, and 
to generate in the minds of the people of these 
sections feelings of bitter and unrelenting hatred 
towards each other, could only result in the de- 
struction of our GoTemment. Conceivine this 
to be the design of that party, it was undoubt- 
edly the duty of the President^ under his osth 
of office, to inform promptly the people of oil 
the States of the dangers which gathered around 
the Union of these States. Under the Constitu- 
tion it is his duty to inform the Houses of Con- 
gresSt and the people, of threatened dangers, 
either from domestic or foreign enemies. Then, 
how could he conscientiously have withheld his 
note of alarm in this matter f If he had done so 
he would have been derelict to every constitu- 
tional obltfation. This no one will doubt; for is 
there one here who does not believe that if this 
sectional oiganizaiion had succeeded, there would 
have been great danger of disunion? I appeal 
to Fillmore men, and to the Democratic party, 
now composed of conservative Whigs ana con- 
servative Democrats, of the present and of times 
gone by — I appeal to the great masses of the 
people for the truth of this assertion. Even if 
disunion had not been tbe immediate result, 
there would have been anarchyand civil discord. 
There would have been those bitter contentions 
between the North and the South that would 
have resulted, ultimately, in civil war. It was 
time for the President to worn the people and 
their representatives; and he has done so calmly, 
considerately, and dispassionately. A domestic 
foe is more insidious and deadly than a foreign 
one. It is stealthy in ite approach to the citadel 
of our rights. And what would be the character 
of the civil war against which the President has 
warned us ? He nas said truly that its history 
would be written in records of desolated fields, 
conflagrations of houses, murder, rapine, and oil 
the horrible and dreadful attendfnts on inter- 
necine war. When once begiin, we know not 
when and where it would terminate. Ruin and 
devastation would follow it everywhere. The 
President would have been a traitor to the trust 
confided to htm, and to the country which gave 
him birth, if, believing that the aims of this sec- 
tional party, if carriedout, would have led to the 
dissolution of the Union, he had not proclaimed 
the fact in his annual message. I thank him for 
hie message in the name of the constituency I rep- 
resent, anu in my own name. I tliank bim in ue 
name of constitutional law, and in the name of 
liberty and equal rights. Now, while the bugle 
note IS sounding for another conflict four years 
to come| like that wo have iust passed through. 
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ivvry lover of tbe Uoion will, be found standing j 
tide Ijy side with the President and his party, i 
cnur iif! wc cannot expect that the Republicaoa j 
K'i\[ [like kindly this exposure of their designs, i 
'Tliogiilied jade winceB," They can have no ■ 
iiore love for the present Chief Magistrate than i 
he followers of Aaron Burr had for Jefferson, I 
V those engaged in the whisky insurrection in 
fcnnsylTanianad for Wuhington. They may 
leap abuse on the President — they may accuse j 
lim of having libeled them — they may allege 
hat he is a partisan President, and may continue [ 
o pour upon him tbe vials of their wrath; but, sir, | 
f I mistake not, the American party of the South 
with the exception ofmycollee^ue)and thcDem- 
tcralic party — all conservative men everywhere — 
vtll ^ive against them the same verdict that the i 
l*rcsi dent has. If what the Presidentsays docs not 
ipply to them, why do they take it to themselves P 
f tlifiy lio not belong to the Garrison, the Wen- 
lell Phillips school, who would burn the Bible 
ind tlie Constitution — if they do not belong to that 
ichool of politicians who are in favor of abotish- 
ng slaveryin the States, 4nd whoclaim the power 
o do so, as Uie gantleman from Ohio [Mr. Bino- 
iah] this momipg announced unequivocally, : 
inder those prtneiplea of the Constitution which 
«cure the rightof trial by jury, the hdieas eorptis 
ct, and the great, eternal principles of liberty 
irliich are to oe found in every line of that sacred 
nstrument — if they do not belong to the school 
D which the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. Binobah] and the senior member from 
>liio [Mr. GiDDwas] do, why trouble themselves 
vith all this abuse of the President's message? 
hope that message will be scattered all over tlie j 
irorld, as a warning everywhere against men 
tfho would strike .down, or attempt to strike 
[own and destroy the eternal principles of con- 
ititutional liberty which are round in that in- 
rtrumcnt. 

Sir, the message is not "unprecedented." 
Vly colleague [Mr. Davis] is not singular in 
he use of that term. There has not a Black 
Republican spoken upon this floor who has not 
lenounced the message as " unpreccdented"and 
alse to the history of the country. It was com- 
nenccd upon that side of tbe House, and has 
leen followed up by my eollaague. He at least 
leems to i^ree with them in this respect. How, 
lir, is it unprecedented? Why, air, from the 
Arlicst history of this Government — from the 
lays of Washington down to tbe days of Gen- 
:ral Jackson, you will find precedents of this 
[ind in presidential messages. ' 

General Washington made the insurrections in 
Pennsylvania in re^erenee to the tax upon whisky, 
he subject of a special message to Congress; and 
le not only did that, but asked for a force to 
tuppress ii, and Congress gave it to him. That 
nessage was more vituperative and abusive of 
he enemies of constitutional liberty than this. 
refTerson denounced the alien and sedition laws 
if 1798, in round terms. He denounced the 
conspiracy of Aaron Burr and all bis coadjutors, 
kladiaon denounced the conduct of Governor 
Strong, of MtmeachusetU, during the last war, 
br releasing to bring out his troops to fight a 
breign enemy. 

And, sir, whenever there has been danger from 
^mbinationsof men to suppress or to obstruct the 
>r<ices8 of law, it has been the practice of every 
Prasiden t to communieale such facta to Congress . 
W'e have had an ioslaoce during this veryCongress 
n President Pierce's Kansas message. There 
vere obstructions to tbe laws in Kansas. I care 
lot whether it came from what the Black Repub- 
icans cull the border ruffians of Missouri, or from 
he emigrant aid society. There was a state of 
evolution there,and the President communicated 
he facts to Congress, and asked for power to 
lUppress the troubles. It was all well enough 
hen with the Black Republicans. It was music 
n their ears when the so-called *' border ruffians ! 
»fMiB80uri"wererefbrrQdto;butwhenanattack , 
vas made upon the "emigrant aid society," it i 
raa all discord and distracUon. 

I say it is the duty of the President, upon all 
mergencies of thi^ sort, to communicate the facts i 
o Congress, and let the people decide for them- j 
lelves. Then my colleague is mistaken when he 
laya this is an exlraoidinary and unprccedcnlcd ' 



The President's Message — Mr. Botoie. 



message. I have pointed out tl^e precedents, and 
whether there were precedents or not, there is a 
constitutional obligation upon the President to 
communicate such fhcts to the Congress of Uie 

.United Statt^s. 

In everything which has been said by my 
friend from Geomia, [Mr. Stbpuxms,] my friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bkahch,] sad every 

fentleman who has spoken upon this side of the 
louse, relating to the power of Congress to ex- 
clude slavery from the Territories, I fully and 
thoroughly concur, and I take opposite grounds 
from what my colleague has taken. I denounce 
that claim of power, as tbe President has de- 
nounced it, as a gross and palpable usurpation of 
power. It will not do for gentlemen to refer us, 
as ihey have done over and over again, to that 
clause ill the Constitution which gives Congress 
power to " make (as they say) all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory and other 
property of the United States," and to claim to 
derive the power under that clause. They, in 
the first place, misquote the text, and then after- 
wards set aside the clear and deliberate judgment 
of the highest court of this country. 

This is nothing new to my colleague. Though 
he may difller with the whole South American 

Karty upon that point, yet he Ims been true to 
imsclf. From the timo I first knew him he has 
been an anti-slavery, Wilmot proviso, Missouri 
restriction man. But I propose now, in passing 
along upon this branch, to examine the reasons 
which my colleague has advanced heretofore 
upon this floor to establish the constitutionality 
of the Missouri restriction and the Wilmot pro- 
viso. They are both based upon the same idea — 
the idea that there is power in Congress to limit 
or restrain slavery in the Territories. I will do 
my colleague the justice to say that he has never 
gone to the extent of claiming the right to abolish 
it in the States. 

And here, Mr, Chairman, you will perceive 
that the nx^urc of the power is the same in both 
coses, ir Congress have no power to abolish 
slavery in the States, because or the want of con- 
stitutional grant, there is the same wontof power 
in i-egard to the Territories. And you have at 
1b81 to fail back on some general proposition — 
some general derivative power. My colleague 
says *■ that there is no provision of the Consti- 
tution which prohibits Congress from legislatin:: 
on the subject of slavery in the Territories; anil 
he defies any one to show him the provision 
which forbids it. " Where, sir, does my colleague 
get his notions of constitutional law.' Does he 
regard the Congress of the United States aa the 
representatives of a great Federal Government, 
unrestrained in its power, except by the limita- 
tions to be found in the Constitution ? You must 
look to the Constitution for limitations of powers 
in the States, because the States themselves were, 
at the time of its formation, sovereign national- 
ities. But, do you look to the Constitution to 
find out what arc the i-estraining powers so far 
as the General Government is concerned. No, 
sir, you look to see where the grant of power is. 
If there be an absolute grant of power, then the 
Federal Government has the power— otherwise 
it has not. Now, sir, let me refer to the views 
of my colleague on tliat point. 

In 1849, my colleague wrote certain letters un- 
der the signature of Hampden — letters of which 
he has acknowledged himself to bo the author — 
advocating the power of Congress to adopt the 
Wilmot proviso, as welt as the constitutionality 
of the I^issouri compromise of 1820. I will 
read an extract from op 3 of these letters, to show 
what was the doctrine of my colleague at that 
time: 

" Now. I have never yet, (Vom any nource, Id noy dls- 
cussiun, by any effort, been able to get iiny one opponent 
of tliia power of Cangrem (to paw tlie WUmot provivi,) 
to put hia ttDger on any clsoie of ttae CouMUttUa wbkli 
exproMly, orlnr Im^icailoD, fbrbld* CosgrsM to exclude 
slavery from aTemtory." 

Sir, is it possible that I have now to meet with 
a man so ignorant of constitutional law as to 
claim a power in Congress to do anything and 
everything which is not expressly prohibited by 
the Constitution? Why, sir, even in the days 
of blue-light Federalism, I have not been able to 
find the political writer who claimed that this 
■ Federal Gorernmcnt was so fiir a unit tia to poa- 
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sess all power not expressly denied to it by the 
limitations of tbe Constitution. I thought that 
we had been, before the adoption of the Consti- 
tution, separate, distinct, and independent sov- 
ereignties, and that we came into the Federal 
Union only for specific purposes. 

I do not care to go, at this time, into an clab- 
orate examination of this great question of the 
relative powers of the Federal ana State Govern- 
ments. Tbo subject has been already exhausted 
by those who have preceded me. But I must say 
that it is Uio first time I have ever heard, from 
any man profesoing to be a constitutional lawyer, 
that Congress has all the powers of Government, 
unless there are restrictions expressly to be found 
in iU limitations. The reverse of this has always 
been considered as the true exposition of the Fed- 
eral compact. There must be an absolute and 
unequivocal grant of power in the Constitution 
itself; and if there be no such grant, then the 
power itself does not exist. The ConstituUon. 
it is true, contains limitations on the powers of 
the States, and, in some instances, limuations on 
tbe powers of Congress; but in these latter in- 
stances they are always made to prevent a cone 
elusion ttom a foregoing expressly granted power, 
and are designed to prevent an enlargement of the 
power granted by constructive implications. 

Now, sir, when there is an express grant in 
the Constitution, tbe powers for carrying out that 
grant are as clearly given as is the grant itself. 
An implied power to carry out a grant is just aa 
much a granted power as ttic original grant itself. 
It is one of those things which, neing necessarr 
and appurtenant to the grant, must go along wita 
the grant itself. 

I feel no surprise at the course of my colleague, 
when he maintains tbe doctrine that Congress 
has the power to pass the Wilmot proviso, or the 
Missouri restriction bill. It is no new doctrine 
with him; he bos maintained it all his life, ever 
since 1 hikve known him, and I am willing to give 
him credit for his consistency, in this respect at 
least. But, sir, I have a neht to quarrel with 
his logic, no matter how much I may respect the 
man; and when I choose to find fault with his 
logic, 1 must claim the right to express my sur- 
prise that he has not shaped his reasoning to meet 
the crisis which surrounds tlie conatituency of 
us both. He has gone out of the way to find 
conclusions against them, when, by following the 
wcll-beaten path of logical deductions, be might 
have found ample supplies to have reinforced 
those of them who have been all the time strug- 
gling to maintain their equality with the other 
great Slates of this Confederacy. 

But m_y colleague, by way of laying great stress 
on his interpretation of the Constitution in this 
respect, says, in that same Hampden letter: " On 
the contrary the Constitution gives to Congress 
expressly the power to make all needful rulea 
and regulations respecting the territory and other 
property of the United States." Ay, sir, is this 
to} I ask my colleague to turn to that clause in 
the Constitution and read it overogain. Itsays: 
'* The Congress shall have power to dispose qf 
and make oil needful rules," &c. Why aid my 
colleague leave out those words " dispose of 
Why did he, when he was making an argument 
OB a constitutional lawyer, leave oul these words, 
significant and- full of meaning as they arc? 
Who ever heard of the words "dispose of" 
being used to denote tbe establishment of a terri- 
torial government? Who ever supposed they 
were intended to relate to political powers or po- 
litical rights in any sense whatever t Dispose of 
a government! Why, sir, the idea is absurd, 
ridiculous, incomprehensible. I ask my col- 
league, then, why did he leave out these words 
when he wrote and published his Hampden let- 
ters ? They arc the key to the text, and mivail 
every mystery that hangs around its construction. 

But, sir, it is useless to argue this question 
fkirthcr. Of what avail is it for gentlemen to 
argue uoinst the decision of the highest judicial 
tribunarin tlie country ? That question bus l^een 
distinctly settled by tbe Supreme Court of the 
United States, That court nas said, in the ca^e 
of the United States e.i. Gratiot and others, (I3ih 
Curtis, p. 647,) that the term ** terytory,"as UBcd 
in this clause of the Con5tjtuuoih^ia-.simJly> 
descriptive ofoiE^iitihdaill^^rff Ww«^ 
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alent to tlic word "intnii." The term "territory" 
used iicre ia tncrety descriptiTe of the cbaracier 
of ihe property deBignatcd. And when the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Bihgiiam] goes into an 
elaWrate argument, as he has done this morning, 
upon the terms " rulfs and rcg;uIaUons,"as used 
i:i llie Constiiution, I turn liim over to the deciaion 
of the Supreme Court just referred to. But, sir, 
I care but litUe fnr the opioiona of Black Repub- 
licans. I care but litllc about the opinions of 
Know Nothings. I care still less for the opinions 
of mon who are following in the footsteps of 
Hartford Convention disunionists. 

Lord Coke says, "There are precedents to be 
followed, and also precedents to be avoided;" 
and I choose to avoid, not only the precedents, 
but tlie opinions which such men may bring me. 
The man who, in this enlightened nje of Amer- 
ican republicanism, would plant himself upon 
auch treasonable doctrines as these, deserves no 
toleration at the hands of the American people. 

Sir, my colleague says that he is supported in 
his views of the constitutionality of the Missouri 
restriction by the opinions and the judgmrnt of 
the immortal William Pinckney; that Mr. Pinck- 
ney voted for the eighth section of the Missouri 
compromise act, which contains the slavery re- 
Btriciion; and from this fact my colleague infers 
that Mr. Pinckney advocated the constitutional 
r^ht of Congress to exclude slavery from the 
Territories, out, sir, does not my colleaeue 
know that the whole scope and purpose of Mr. 
Pinckney 'sgreat speech oD that occasion was to 
■how that Congress had no constitutional power 
to impose such a restriction upon the people of 
the Territory of Missouri, then asking rorwlmis- 
■ion into the Union as a State? 

The great argument used by him and mostly 
relied on by him in that speecii was, that if Mis- 
souri came into tlic Union as a State at all, she 
had a right to come in as an equal with each of 
the other Station, and that Congress had conse- 
quently no right to impose terms and conditions 
which would deprive her of that equality. The 
argument was, that to impoae bucE restrictions 
would be like maiming a State in the very act of 
its birth, makingit cripnle, blind, and halt, instead 
of giving it life, with all tlie full powers and har- 
monious proportions of full^rown sovereignty. 
It ia true that Mr. Pinckney voted for the crghth 
section, which was introduced as an amendment, 
and expressly intended toexcIudr>allthc territory 
embraced within the limits of Missouri, and to 
apply only to territory, then a wild and unin- 
habited region, where no white man's foot had 
ever mode its print, and no trace of civilization 
had ever existed. To get Misiouri in ah a State 
of the Union, without the Btaveiy reatriction, 
was, in his opinion, more than an equivtilent for 
an imaginary lino extending exclusively over an 
tininliabiied desert, which could in no sense impair 
the constimtional right of self-government which 
the (eacliinga of our revolutionary struggles had 
implanted so deeply in the bosom of the American 
people. Thi-re were no people in existence there 
to ln3 affected by that line. There were mountains, 
to be sure, and valleys not a few — hill and dole, 
plain and desert sands, rivers and streamlets, 
rocks and shells and mineral gems — the music 
of birda and the sweet fragrance of flowers; but 
these, all together, howsoever enchanting to the 
eye, could not speak a government into being. 
Tins alone was reserved for the civihzation of 
man, and could be molded in times to come to 
suit the wants of an inexorable will. 

Mr. Pinckney, therefore, in voting for that 
ciffhth section, acted wisely in holding on to the 
substance, instead of grasping at the shadow. 
He knew that the same immutable principles 
which he had laid down in reference to the people . 
of the Territory of Misiouri, in their then tern- | 
torial condition, would apply with equal force to I 
the people of this vast wilderness, whenever, in 
the progress of civilization and emigration, they 
miglit choose to form a government for them- 
selves. He left to the wisdom of time what could ' 
not have been done in the madness of the hour. . 
How, then, docs my colleague derive any sup- ; 
port from the opinions of Mr. Pinckney? 1 com- 
mend that great speech to my colleoguc again, 
for a second and more considerate perusal ! 

But, Mr. Chairman, 1 pass away trom this por- 



tion of my colleague's speech. My colleague 
says that ifie passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act 
and the repeal of the Missouri restriction, have 
brought upon the country its present unhappy 
condition. I have no doubt my colleague thinks 
80. But, sir, thrre is an old niiagc which I be- 
lieve to be a very true one: " The wish is father 
to the thought.'* The prophet who wishes evil 
will be sure to prophesy evil; and my colleague 
has not been slow in gloomy prognostications 
of this description. In his celebrated " Kin^- 
Philip" speecn, delivered in this House, at its 
last session, beginning thus: "Ji King PhUip 
dead ? J*^o; bvt he u sick, by Jovt," my colleague 
likened the Democratic party to a Bick man, and 
prophesied, then and there, its speedy dissolution. 
But, sir, my colleague's prophecy waa but 
'* leather and prunella. " It wonted the inspiration 
of ft true prophet, and was itself but " the Bickl^ 
growth of a poisonous weed." King Philip is 
not only not tUadt tut not even Ode. The Demo- 
cratic party was nerer in better health, and is now 
most marcelovsly convalescent. I commend this to 
my colleague's more charitable reflections. 

But the Kansas-Nebraska act, and the repeal 
of the Missouri restriction, have been condemned 
by the people. Mr. Buchanan has been elected 
by a minority vole, and will be a minority Pres- 
iuent. Franklin Pierce aspires to the imperial 
robes of Napoleon, and the indignant verdict of 
the people has been sent up from all parts of the 
country against the wicked policy of hia admin- 
istration. Such is the lunibrious spitefiilnesB 
of my colleague's speech. Mr. Chairman, I hod 
given my colleague credit for more of prudence 
than is exhibited in these pkUippiealjeremiades. I 
had not supposed he would have risked "his 
good name and fame" on propositions "leading 
to such lame and impotent conclusions.'* If the 
doctrines of non-interference by Congress in ex- 
cluding s'.aTcry from the Terntories, and of the 
repeal of the Missouri- restriction act of 1820 — 
which are the only leadins features of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act — have not been ratified by the peo- 
ple in the election of Mr. Buchanan — tf the doc- 
trines of State equality, and of the equality of each 
and all the citizens of the country, without respect 
to their religious faith, place of birth, or residence, 
have not been sanctioned by the verdict of the 
people, will my colleague Icll me what then has 
been settled by their verdict? Has the presi- 
dential election been a mere mockery ? Have the 
people, for more than eighteen months, been eo- 
gaged in the most violent, and in many respects 
the bloodiest, political struggle that ever con- 
vulsed the country, with no practical results ar- 
rived at and no political principles nttled ? Has 
frenzied excitement slaughtered its hundreds 
men, women, and children, in its wicked zeal for 
political ascendency, in the large and populous 
cities of our Union — New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, New Orleans, Louisville, &c., and 
vet no responsive throb of devoted patriotism 
oeen found to sanctify and glorify the immortal 
maxim of Tertnlian, " Plwea rffietmur, qwiltes 
mttimnra vobis; semen est gsanuis-christianontm 7" 
No, Mr. Chairman, this political contest has not 
been a mere idle show — a mere plaything or pas- 
time. It ia significant of the dieep, eternal, and 
ever-living tnitha of the Constitution of this our 
glorious country— the ria;ht of a republican peo- 
ple to establish their own forms of republican 
government, the rightto have secured to them by 
law the full enjoyment of civil and religious free- 
dom, and the inalienable rights of expatriation 
and emigration. These, sir, are the jewels of 
that casket which contains the vital breath of 
republican freedom; and when these iewela are 
gone, the casket itacif will not ba worth preserv- 
ing. 

It is a little curious, Mr. Choirmatij to see how 
my colleague reasons himself into this moat sin- 
gular idea, that the election of Mr. Buchanan is 
a condemnation of the present Administration, 
and of the general policy and principlea of the 
Democratic party. And how is it done ? Why, 
sir, he aays, that the votes given to FrCmont and 
Fillmore put together, are larger, by four hundred 
thousand, than those given to Buchanan, and 
therefore Buchanan stands- condpmned by the 
people upon the issues presented by the Dem- 
ocratic platform. Now, sir, does not my col- 



league perceive the dangerous ground upon which 
he IS treading when he resoru to the idea of a 
fwion between Fremont and Fillmore for the 
purpose of beating Buchanan? Does not iny 
colleague know (or if he ever did he eecms to 
have forgotten it) that, with the exception of him- 
self, the entire American party South, and for 
aoght I know North too, were struck with holr 
horror at the idea of a/usisii, in political opinions, 
with the Black Repibltcans of the North? And 
yet it is only by this doctrine ot/asion, so odious 
to his own pohtical parly South, that he can sus- 
tain, in argument, a minority in the popular vole 
of the Democratic party. Sir, the American 
party South may well excUiim, " Save us from 
our friends and we will take care of onr enemies;" 
while to my colleague I commend Hamlet's re- 
flections on his mother: 

*' Then there's h<m, a fretU man'* memory may outlire 
h'u liA half a year : But by*! Isdy be unm balld ehnrehet 
then : or «[h stiall be raflkr not iblnkiaf on, wlita tbe 
bobby boiKi whow epttaph to, Ar 0« (*« &«H« 

hoTM U forgot." 

The Know Nothing party South disclaimed all 
alliances with the Black Republican party. They 
were as much in hvor of the principlea of the 
Kansas-Nebraska act, and against the restoration 
of the Missouri line, as were the Democrats them- 
selves. Theysoproctoimeditinalltheir^ieeehas 
and addresses to the people. They have so pro- 
claimed it on this floor, and have uniformly acted 
with tbe Democratic party (my colleague alone 
excepted) on tlkewparhcu/artmies, whenever they 
have been brought to the consideration of this 
House. Is it not then, sir, fair and Intimate io 
us, when counting popular numbers, which my 
colleague seems to have done, to claim as belong- 
ing to us all those of the people who agreed with 
us and voted with us in reference to uiese giest 
measures? How, then, does my colleague pat 
Mr. Buchanan or the present Aaministration in 
tbe minority, in regard to these issues at least? 
Give U9 the vote of the Democratic party, and 
of the American party South, to which we are 
clearly entitled, on the questions growing out of 
the pmotr <f Coi^u to exclude ttmiery from tie 
Territoria, and I will show you a very lat^ and 
decided majority of the people, upon these issues, 
in favor of the principles of the Democratic party. 

On the other hand, how is it with reference to 
the issues involTed in the peculiar principles of 
the American parly? And here, Mr. ChairniKii, 
allow me to say that I wish to tread lightly ob 
the aehes of the dead. 

" The evil, that men do, lives after tbem ; 
Tbe good u on interred with iMr bones. 
Bo let U be with" (he Know NothlDf faitj. 

But how is it, I say, with regard to the doc- 
trines of the Know Nothing party ? Does not my 
colleague know that the Black Uepublicans, not 
only on this floor, but throughout the country, 
have " the lynx's eye and the weasel's form?" 
Does he not know that they have thrift and can- 
ning enough not to engage in a crusade against 
the great principles of the freedom of the elective 
franchise .' Why, sir, they not only wanted all 
white men to vote, but they wanted all black 
men, too, to vote. The Black Republican party 
arc as much opposed to the proscription of Roman 
Catholics, and of naturalized foreigners, as are 
the Democrats themselves. Sir, they have not 
built their pyramids " with the base at top and 
the apex at bottom," as my colleague and his 
party have done. In this respect, at least, 1 
commend their prudence to the judgment of my 
colleague. And, sir, does not my colleague see, 
in all this, an utter condemnation of the peculiar 
doctrines of the Know Nothing party ? Do^s 
he not see that religious intolerance and civil 
disttbilitieH have met with an almost universal 
rebuke at the hands of the Araerioaji people — 
both Democrats and Republicans P And yet, my 
colleague says that the people of the country, for 
the next four years, must look to the American 
party as the only safe depository of true consti- 
tutional doctrines. " They now stand (says he) 
the hope of the nation, around whose firm ranks 
the shattered elements of the great majority may 
rally and vindicate the right of the majority to 
rule, and of the native of the land to make the 
law of the land." Whatstrange delusions these 
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collpj\»iie*8 opinions. What, eir! The Know 
Nothing pnrty the hope of the nation! Why, 
sir, look to the history of all the political parties 
which have been formed in this country from the 
enriicat period to the present time, and tell me if 
one hns ever existed whose principles and prac- 
tici's liiive been so emphatically condemned by 
the awakened intelligence of a free and enlight- 
ened people } It hoB had, indeed, bat a short and 
fitful existence, like 

" J poor ptoycr, 

That ttruh and frtt) hi* hiMir upon Ikt itag«, 
^mi Men it heard no more." 

It tina seen its shadow in the suntig'ht of pop- 
ular indignation, only that it might 

"Dtwmt »»ittom iejtntitg." 

Sir, it does not even rise to the respectability 
of a faction. It ia all delusion, then, to imagine 
thatil can ever attain to permanent power in this 
land of civil and religious freedom. 

Mr. Chairman, there was a time when my col- 
league and myttlf were united with other con- 
servative men under the great Whig banner of 
the country. There was a time, indeed, when 
he and 1 were candidates on the same etectorai 
ticket. I thought then that he cordially np< 

r roved of Most oi die prineiplcs of the Whig party, 
thought then that ne held the same opinions m 
rpfcrence to the rights of naturalized citizens — of 
Roman Catholics — and in regard to any change 
in the naturalization laws, which were held by 
the Whig party and ita prominent leaders. 

In the great Harrison campaign of 1840; in 
1844, when Mr. Clay was our candidate; and in 
1853, when we rallied under the lead of the gal- 
lant Scott, and in which latter campaign no man 
acted a more prominent part than my colleague, 
opposition to the principles of the Native Amer- 
ican parly, as it was then called, was distinctly 
and unequivocally declared by the Whig partv 
■as one of its essential articles of political faitn. It 
was announced on the floor of the Senate by our 
great leader, Mr. Clay, when the Philadelphia 
convents were burnt. It was announced in 1840 
and 1844, by the publicspeecheBofonr prominent 
men, and by the written addresses of central. State, 
and other committees. It was announced in 1852 
by General Scott himself, and every prominent 
Whig in the- country. And what were the prin- 
ciples of the Native American party? The ex- 
tension of the naturalization laws; proscription of 
Roman Catholics by excluding them from office; 
opposition to all foreigners; and, in fine, that 
electrical watch-word which reads in this way; 
" Americans shall rule America"— precisely, sir, 
the doctrines of the present so-called ** American 
parly." Shall I, then, be called on to approve of 
doctrines which I have repudiated all my life? 
No, sir. Let my colleague, if he chooses, lead 
the way to such tergiversations. For one, I mean 
to remain true to myself. 

Mr. Chairman, I really tfaoueht that Know 
{fothingiam had been killed in uie recent presi- 
dential contest. I have seen euloeistic obituaries 
to its memory; and hod wished for it uninter- 
rupted repose in the tomb to which it had been 
consigned. But, sir, it seems I am mistaken. 
JIfonttew Tonson has come again. [liOUghter.] 
I had hoped, sir, that the spirit of Monsieur 
Tonaon, like all other perturbed spirits, had gone 
to that place of rest assigned to them, which 
ancient writers do call by the name of Ltmbo^-u. 
place, sir, which, we ore told, ** neither Heaven 
nor Hell would have." [Great laughter.} But, 
sir, it is not so. The dead carcass of Know A>>(A- 
ingism has been galvanoed by my colleague, and 
made to stand erect upon this floor. Bntoh! how 
changed in all its features ! " Its bones ore mar- 
rowless; its blood is cold; and there be no spec- 
nlation in those eyes which once glared withal. ' * 
Sir, spirits do onen revisit this earth. They 
come as sprites and myths, and sometimes, too, 
as hobgoblins damned. Nay, sir, it has oft been 
told that they do appear as spirits of light to call 
wanderers back from the paths of vice. It may 
be, air, that my colleague ia the chosen trunk of 
such a spirit. But I can tell him he must be so 
clear in his high office — must be sure to give 
such proofs of Holy Writ, " that inspiration's 
mantle doth surround him," or else the more 
fleshly spiriu of this earth will resist him and 



his elfs, and drive them back to the dark caverns 
from which they sprung. 

Mr, Chairman, the voice of Maryland has 
been heard in this conLest. No, sir; 1 correct 
myself. The vote, and not the voice of Mary- 
land, has been heard. " Truth crushed to eanh 
will rise again;" and smothered embers are but 
the food of fresh conflagrations. Maryland ! my 
own dear native State ! Thou art loyal to the 
Coiutitution, and thus loyal to the Soutli ! But 
thou wilt be loyal to the South, even if our ene- 
mies thf^ow away the Constitution, I pray God, 
air, in his inflntio mercy, that the doctrines of my 
colleague, the great master spirit of Free-Soilism 
in Maryland, may not pn:vail among the great 
masses of our people. He wooes the Black 
Republican party. 1 wish " to avoid these nup- 
tials." And with the blessing of God, Uiey shall 
not come off. I wilt meet him on the hustings. 
I will meet him anywhere, and everywhere, on 
the ftee of this broad earth, sooner than surrender 
my dear native Maryland to the embraces of 
Free-Soiliam. 

Sir, with reference to the vote of Maryland in 
the late presidential contest, I have but little to 
say. She la my mother, and I will not raise a 
parricidal arm against her. No matter how she 
may have been led into the ways of error; no 
matter how she may have been seduced from the 

Eaths of political truth; no matter how she may 
ave been driven from her constitutional alle- 
giance— I love her sliU. She is still my mother. 
HerdesUnies are indissolabty mingled with mine, 
and I shall stand by her, ana with her, in all and 
every vicissitude of fortune. When the day of 
trial and tribulation comes, I shall be found a 
faithful sul^ect of her sovereign will. But, sir, 
I must confess that 1 look to uie glorious future 
for redemption of her error. I look to a time, 
not far oft, 1 am sure, when the birthplace of re- 
ligious freedom shall be as a light-house in the 
skies, to ^lare every wanderer on the globe, who 
pants for civil liberty. 



REVENUE AND NAVIGATION LAWS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

SPEECH OF HON. T. J. D. FULLER, 

OF MAINE, 
In THB House or REPREanvTATtviB, 

Jimuars 19, 1857. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, said: 

Mr. Spiakek: I have obtained the fioorfor the 
purpose of calling up the motion to reconsider 
the vote whereby House bill numbered 187, 

being the bill for revision and codification of the 
revenue and novigation laws of the United States, 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, at 
the lost session, by its chairman, was postponed 
to the 9th day of December, 1856. If the motion 
shall prevail, I propose to put the bill on its pae- 

"^fore taking the question, however, I desire 
to give to the House a concise history of the 
progress and maturity of the bill, with a brief 
expUnation of the new provisions which it con- 
tains. 

The attention of Congress was first called to 
the present condition of the revenue laws, and 
the importance of their revision, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury in his report as early as Decem- 
ber, 1851. The Senate, by resolution, January 
19, 1853, instructed the Secretary of the Treasury 
to prepare a draft of a general revenue law, de- 
signed to supersede existing laws on the subject, 
and which snould embrace all needful provisions 
for regulating the foreign and domeatic commerce 
of the United Slates in American and foreign 
vessels. In compliance with that resolution, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the llUi of July, 
I854,BubmiUed to the Senate a bill covering over 
one hundred and seventy pages, subdivided into 
fourteen chapters, undsr appropriate heads, and 
accompaniea by a detailed report. (See Ex. 
Doc, Senate, No. 77, Thirty-Third Congress, 
first session.) 

The Committee on Commerce of the House 
had referred to them the same bill at the sec- 
ond session of the Thirty-Third Congress, and 



reported back to the House, with sundry nmond- 
ments, the same Mil, with a rccomniondntion t!mt 
it pass, accompanied by a full n-i-ori. (Ste 
I House bill No. 683, second session Thirty-Tliird 
! Congress, and report No. 145 to acconiiianv said 
bill.) 

In the early part of the last session the same 
bill was introduced and referred to tlic Committee 
on Commerce, considered by thtim, and reported 
back with further amendments, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pest. In this form it is now 
presented to the House, after many carcfUl revi- 
sions, for its final action. 

The Senate have considered and passed the 
first two chapterSjin the form now submiltpd for 
the action of the House. It is understood tbt^t 
it was designed by the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate to consider and pass upon the entire 
bill, by its nppropriate chapters septirately* But 
the Committee on Commerce of the House, 
deeming it preferable to consider the bill and 
report upon it as a whole, the Senate committee 
suspended their action to await the final action 
of the House upon the bill. 

The bill, in its present form, has had the care- 
ful consideration of the Treasury Department, 
and is reported to the House with its fulrsanctioa 
to every part and section. 

So much for the labor and consideration be- 
stowed in maturing and perfecting Uiis bill. 

I propose now to invite the attention of the 
House to three points of consideration: 

Finit the present condition of our re venae 
laws; 

Second, the necessity for a revision -of tfatt 
whole subject-matter; and, 

Third, tne benefits to be expected from the re- 
vision to commerce and navigation. 

To exhibit the present condition of the revenue 
laws, I ask to have read at the Clerk'e desk the 
following extracts from the Secretary's report 
before alluded to, and a short extract from the 
opinion of Judge Grier, of the United States 
Su^me Court, delivered in the trial of the cause 
at Philadelphia recently, and pobli^ed in the 
National Intelligencer, under data of November, 
1856: 

The Clerk read, as fbllows: 

" tt !■ derirable that iha nuinenMis Iswi rBspoetfnt ths 
nsvfguioa and oommerc« of the United Smn stionid ntt- 
denreacnrelU rf vision ood arrangemeui. These euet. 
mentsliave been accumulating for more thaaliairacentat?, 
and many of their provisions are complex, If not conflict- 
ing ; othere are still unrepealed, though they have long been 
inspplicsble to ilie ccmdiilon or our commerce and of the 
country. A repeal of obsolete iind useless pravlfiaus, and 
a proper ntrangenient of tho residue uiidsr appropriaie titles, 
wltb judicioiLi amondineiits and aUdiiious, and the whole 
enaipriseU wfUiiD a single suiute or connected sitriei of 
■iBtuies, so Bit to Im! readily rci'crred tn and nndcnsKiodi 
would be a incaalire of groat public utitity, pnNuate amoie 
uniform and Ibithftil adminlsimtion of the lam, and allbrd 
a more certain proictttioa to the iutcreats of the Oovem- 
ment and the commercial community. 

"Furtber legiajation in connection with portions of our 
coiuinerce is undoubtedly necessary. Our coasting la\n, 
however wise and uaeful in the infancy of the country, 
contain many provisions still in Itarce, wUcta, in ratiM- 
quence of the lacrcased facilities which steam offers for 
inuwpDrtUian by land and water over our largfly cxtendud 
territory, are not only totally useless, bui impose vciaiioiis 
and crabarrBDsing restraints on the coastwL^ie nnd interior 
coniiiiercc without fumlshiog any adequate security to the 
public revenue. 

" In consequence of this state of the laws, Importers are 
often obliged, at no inconsiderable expense, to intrust tliefr 
business with the custom-houses to agents supposed to be 
well versed therein ; and tba difficulty on the part of the 
officers of the eustODU, as well as importerSr of correctij 
undeiBtanding aod sppiyiog tlte provisions of such a coiq- 

filcx mass of legblatlon, gives rise to IVcquent and cipeiifive 
itigaiion, augments the mtsiness of the cnnom-boiiseiand 
at this DepsRnMat»andrivsBioiheopefBtionof lawtbat 
uneeminty which it is nw doty of erety Ooremment id 
avoid." 

Extract from the opinion of Judge Grier: 
" Ills a peat grievance that the revenne laws passed by 
CoagresB have becone so nniDGnHu and coniplicuied tliat 
It Is often difficult to ascertain what is the exiailug Inw on 
any particular subject. In the construction of nilit-r taws, 
when one siaiuie supplies or changes the proiislons of 
smother, the lateat is construed as a repeal of the former. 
But on the construction of this moss of contrail iclnr}' rev- 
enue \awa it would seem that tho statute whlcli pva the 
higlicsi duty, tlie largest fceii, or the i^i-vercst pennltii'?. in 
never repealed by a later act which initigaie^ the pennliy 
or dlminisbea the fees. Acts giving ccnnin fees or forn.'ii- 
ures to certain officers become almost hke the biws oi the 
Uedes and Peivians, incapable of being rcpculud. At least 
it is hard for haman iageaaity to discover tnnniage for this 
purpose whidi may not be pnveiied^iatetims n^sfOM- 

'*™"^- Digitized bytjOOgle 
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" Thi« caw nUaM the qaeatioa of the conatruciion of an 
act nf CoagKM which declares thai ' the owner, muter, 
or captaip, or other persona employed in navioaling caiiat 
boata without maatis or steam power, he., stiBll not be re- 
qaired to pay certaiii feea, nor marine tioapital tax, and 
■ball nxeive no benedt from the marine-iuMpilal nind,' 
tic. It n well known u a part of tho history of thia act 
of Congress, that it was oriitiiated at Ibe instance chiefly 
and (br tbH relief of a conaln class of the citizens of tlie 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

" For thepurposeof relieving this trade (Void annoyance* 
of admiralty laws and custom-house exactions litis act of 
Congress waa passed, and tbe question for the ci>urt to de- 
cide in this case Is, whctberwo can by anr ingenuity so 
coDstract, or rather mUconstract ft as torradeiUwlKrily 
Uwlftcual.' It Is proposed to do it by iMaiu of tlie foUow- 
iDg Mfitei or string of •yUociuns : 

'< A canal boat i> a canal boat oaly while It contfanea to 
In a boat cm a canal ; and alUiQiigta It baa nomaatorataam- 
ao^ne m boant, yet when a steam-tug ts auaclied to li by 
■ rwM, Itor tbe purpose of taking It (hun one part of a harbor 
or liVer to anoitaer, it becomes ipso /oeto a steamboat, be- 
cause It baa been nigied or propelled by Ibrce of steam, and 
ao lemaina fbrever ufer, it having lost the eharactcr uf o 
canal boat fltrmr by a single coutact with Uie rope of a 
atean-tug. The man, the boy,nnd tbe mule, are thus con- 
verted into mariners, and entitled to libel for w^es in 
admiralty, and to an Interest in the marine-hospiial flind. 
£rga, they are bound to pay the same ftea aa were exacted 
before this act waa paesed. Tbe oljectloni to this reason- 
ing and conduslona are, that itaey riiock common oense 
and annul aa act of Congress apeeWly made to apjdy to 
tbese very persona and things. 

*< Conaequcntly, tbe ftes eaaeted (Vom the pUtntHT were 
lllegtily exacted, and be la entitled to recover according to 
tlie conditions of (he case stated." 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. That Ihe revenue 
and collection lawa of the United States are very 
namerouB and complicated, must be obvioua to 
anjr one who haa htid occasion to give them even 
a euraory peruial. There are now aunding on 
onr staiule-booka, unrepealed, in terms, more 
than four hundred lawa, covering more than five 
hundred large octavo pages, running through the 
ten large octavo volumes of Little & Brown's 
edition of the United States Laws. One of the 
laws still in force, and of daily application, was 
passed in 1799, another in 1793, and atill another, 
and tbe most importanl and useful of any of our 
exiating revenue acts, in 1799. 

In 1790 the whole tonnage of the United States 
waa 374,347 tons; now it is 4,871 ,653 tons. Then 
the imporu were $33,000,000; now, |314,639,94S. 
Then the exports were |^,000,000; now they are 
1310,586,330. Then the annual revenue waa 
110,310,350; now, $73,918,141. Then the annual 
expenditure waa 97,307,539: now, |73.948,793. 
Then the shore line of the United States waa 
9,885 mites; now it is 34,974 milea. Then our 
population was 3,000,000; now, 35,000,000. The 
■waddling clothes, which were ample for the 
infantile dimensions of the Ameriea of 1790, are 
illy suited to the more gigantic proportiona of the 
America of 1857. 

That a half century and more of such remark- 
able development and extension of our commercial 
and navigating interests should require fretiuent 
modification and addition to keep pace with our 
rapid advancement, is not, of course, to be ques- 
tioned. Hence, aa the necessity of a change in 
the old hiw, or the addition of a new one, has 
been felt, legislation has ensued, and the increased 
moss of enactments, amounting, as before stated, 
to more than four hundred in number, have been 
passed fVom time to time, rather to provide for 
some special and pressing exigency than to form 
an orderly, syslsmatic, and aimple eode, readily 
intelligible, and of easy application. 

These successive enactments, whatever changes 
they have made in previous laws, have rarely 
repealed them in terms. It has been rather the 
practice of Congress to leave them to operate a 
repeal, by implication, of such provisions of pre- 
vious laws ai might be found repugnant to or 
inconsistent therewith. The result has been, 
that a large number of laws, bearing on the same 
subject-matter, atill remain on our statute books, 
and no compiler can venture to dispense with 
them, as he dare not trust his judgment to decide 
what provisions are in force, and what not. 
Whether these laws, making different proviaiona 
and imposing different penallies in the same case, 
ore to be construed aa inconsistent, or merely 
auxiliary or cumulative, haa been a vexed ques- 
tion with the legal profession and judicial tribu- 
nals. This embarrassment perplexes the im- 

Krter, who looks to tbe law for direction, the 
vyer whose counsel is asked, the ctistoms 
official who is to exscntf the law, and, abore all, 



the Secretary of lite Treasury, whose duty it is 
to expound it, as a guide to his subordinates, and 
whose construction has the force of law until 
reversed by the judicial tribunals. Even the 
court of the last resort, our highest judicial tri- 
bunal, has, it is believed, felt more than once 
embarrassed in deciding what provisions in our 
revenue laws, still found unrepealed in terms on 
our statu te-booka, were in force. If a tribunal 
so distinguished for legal learning and acumen, 
whnne express province it is to interpret the laws, 
approaches the consideration of this subject with 
so much diffidence, and under such embarrass- 
ment, what can be expected of the hundreds of 
custom-house officials who are daily compelled 
to enforce the taw, and who are rarely fitted by 
their previous education and pursuits for the dif- 
ficult task of deciding such nice and doubtful 
points of legal construction? What, also, mult 
be the condition of the merchant or importer, who 
hAS a right to demand of hie Government that the 
law he la requirsd to obey should be intelligible 
to the common mind, should be a rule to guide, 
not a riddle which he is to solve at his peril ? 

This uncertainty and complexity of the taws 
obliges the importer to resort to others supposed 
to M well vereed in the revenae system and 
forms, to transact hia business at the custom- 
house. Hence, to meet the necessity of the ease, 
a large class of agents or brokers have erown 
up at our principal porta, who attend, at liberal 
compensations, to the importer's business at the 
custom-house. This operates as a tax on the 
consumer, because it ia an expense which, in the 
end, muflt be paid by the goods. 

This state of the laws gives rise, also, to liti- 
gation. Officers of the customs, if otherwise 
qualified, changed as the? constantly are, can 
become bat very imperfectly acquainted with llie 
details of an extensive ana complex system of 
taws. They have but little time for deliberation 
without impeding the operations of trade, and 
inSicting serious injury oc the importer. Acting 
under such a pressure, thev are liable to err, 
even when the law is clear; but if it be complex, 
or obscure, the errors become grave and frequent, 
and expose them to the tegid claims of the importer 
for redress, for which, if they have acted in good 
faith, the Government is bound to indemnify 
them. This operates as a heavy drain on tlic 
Treasury, and impairs the public confidence in 
officers whose action is so often pronounced 
erroneous or oppressive by judieiol tribunals. 

This state of the law imposes on the Secretary 
of the Treasury a weighty responsibility and 
difficult duty in addition to those with which 
he is otherwise charged. He is made by law 
the authority to decide, in the first instance, the 
meaning of the revenue acts. His decision is 
conclusive and binding on the officers of the cus- 
toms. Numerous calls are daily made upon him 
for his construction of the revenue and collection 
laws. Often importantand doubtful, and always 
requiring to be promptly resolved, these ques- 
tione or legal conatrucuon demand thorough 
investigation; careful comparison of numerous 
statutes; references to judicial decisions; the ex- 
ercise of a discriminating and welt-balanced judg- 
ment, and an exposition so precise and clear aa 
to put the officer, who is to execute the taw, in 
possession of a rule, the force and extent of which 
ne cannot misunderstand or fail correctly toapply. 
The difficult and delicate labor thus thrown on the 
Department is severe and oppressive. 

This unfavorable condition of the laws, and the 
necesaity of revision and simplification, may be 
seen in another respect. The Secretary of the 
Treasury has the power to mitigate or remit fines, 
penalties, and fomiturea, incurred for violations 
of the revenue lawa in cases not characterized 
.by fraud or willful negligence. If tbe laws could 
be readily understood, remissiona would be rare. 
They are now, and have been for years, quite 
frequent, and necessarily so, and, of course, nave 
a tendency to impair a reverence fox law and its 
binding force, which is so often auspended to meet 
exceptional casea. The I^al maxim that a 
knowledge of the law is always to be presumed, 
has lost much of its significancyin regard to rev- 
enue enactmente, whose provisions are so numer- 
ous and their arrangemenu ao confused, that our 
ablest lawyers hare, in maay cases, but little 



confidence in their ability rightly to construe 
them. Hence, when the remitting power nf the 
Department is involved,it is hardly equitable, m 
many cases, to hold the party to such presump- 
tion of a knowledge of the law so douutful and 
difficult to be understood, as to render his neglect 
of its provisions indicative of a fraudulent inteitt. 

Since the regiatering and coasting acts of 1793 
and 1793, and the general collection act of 1799 — 
laws still in force — were enacted, tbe condition of 
the country and commerce has so changed as to 
require a carefVil revision and amendment of the 
code to adapt it to the present state and interests 
of navigation and trade. At tbe date of those 
laws, our foreign commerce was insignificant, 
measured by its past development and present 
magnitude, and was concentrated at a few prom- 
inent ports on our Atlantic coast, carried on by 
sailing crafte; and our coasting trade was confined 
to our Atlantic ports and up a few navigable bays 
and rivers to the sparse aeltlementsof the interior. 
Since then we have established an active com- 
mercial intei«ourK with nearly every part of the 
known world, civilized or barbarous. Our interior 
and coasting trade has spread itself along the 
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Pacific coasts of 
the United States, and penetrates the eontinent in 
every direction from ocean to ocean, not only by 
sailing craft upon navigable rivers and canals, but 
by vessels propelled by steam, in all the varieties 
of its application, ana from point to point over- 
land by railway, increased in activity, and divcr- 
sifiedin operationaa thousand fold. The United 
States now yield to Great Britain alone the 
superiority in commerce and navigation, and ia 
destined, unless checked by some untoward event 
in the future, soon to surpass her, and take her 
position as the greatest maritime and commercial 
power on tbe globe. In 1793, when our present 
coasting law was enacted, the shore line of the 
United States, including l>a]^> islands, and other 
irregularities, waa but 9,B85 miles in extent. 
With the additions of Florida, Louisiana, Texas, 
and California, it is now extended to 21,354; and 
with the northern lakes, hardly known then as 
media of commerce, to 34,974; and taking into 
account also the extent of shore lines of rivcis 
and bays in the Territories since added to the 
Union, upon which now an active commerce la 
carried, the comparative condition of the country 
then and now will be clearly seen. 

Since our earliest exiiting revenue taws were 
enacted, an immense foreign and interior com- 
merce on the Mississippi, its tributaries, and the 
lakes, has been developed with a wonderful rapid- 
ity — a thing not only not existing, in fact, when 
our present revenue system was established, but 
not existing even as a conception or antieipaiion 
in the mind of any man then living. In 1600— one 
year after the general collection law now in force 
was passed, and seven years after tbe date of our 

[tresentcoastinglaw.theonly crafts upon our great 
akes were boats and Indian eanoen, and the only 
trade barter in the rudest form. Now, that com- 
merce may be represented as near three hundred 
and fifty millions of dollars per annum in value, 
and the tonnage at two hunared and twenty-fivp 
thousand tons. The acquisition of Louisiana, 
Florida, Texaa, and California, opening up a vast 
trade through tbe great valley of the Mississippi 
and iu tributaries, on the Mexican Gulf and on 
the Pacific coast of the United States, extended 
and quickened by the rapid settlement of the 
country, and the development of the various 
reaouroei, haa brought within the control of the 
Federal Government a commerce, for the proper 
regulation of which our earlier laws^ tnouerh 
framed with admirable skill and foresight, are, 
iu their present form, entirely inadequate. 

Such a revision of those laws is, therefor?, 
required as will bring together, in a compart, 
simple, and intelligible form, such of the provis* 
ions of the existing systems as are applicable 
to, and such additions as are dcmandea by, the 
interests of so extenalve and divoiaified a com- 
merce. 

Several auceessive revisions and consolidations 
of the British revenue and collection lawa have 
been made under the authority of that Govprn- 
ment, to meet changes that have taken place in 
the Qavi«ting and commercial interests of the 
realm. This recisioimif obsoleb» statutea and 
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tdopilon of new regtilationa, presentine the law 
o a. compact, plain, and intelligible form, has 
}een deemed but a just conccMion to the honest 
thip-owuingijiavigating, and commercial classeB, 
vho always suffer hy the uncertainty and com- 
>lexily of the laws, as well as a proper protection 

thti GoTernmcnt itself against the attempts of 
he dishonest, who take advantage of such a sya> 
em, with a fair prospect of impunity, to prscuce 
heir frauds on the public revenue. Great Britain 
laa thus recognized the necessity of reforming j 
Jid simplifying her revenue code, although the 
mard of trade and customs, who are chaiged 
with the administration and superintendence of 
ter revenue and collection laws, were vested with 

1 very lai^ discretion, and to a considerable 
xtent could) without new enactments, have 
ilapted their regulations to the new and various 
xigencies of the commerce and navigation of the 
ungdom. But with us, where as little discretion 
M possible is to be left to the Executive^ and 
whatever is to be regulated by Government should 
le the subject of precise and specific legal provia- 
on, the necessity of revising, amenung, and 
implifying, our revenue code, would seem to be 
lq imperative duty. 

It will be a reproach npcm Congress to have 
his branch of the law longer remain in its 
)resent condition. 

The bill, as now matured, is divided into four- 
eon chapters^ under appropriate titles. The first 
wo chaptersarenew intheirconstruction. Most 
f the remaining eleven ch^ters are but an 
rrangement in proper order and connection of 
xisiing laws, preserving the same phraseology. 
The new sections, or parts of sections, in chapter 

are the sections numbered 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 
fi, 41, and 43. 

In chapter 4 there are no new proviaiona. 

In chapter 5* teotions 3* 4, 5* 7> 15, 31, and 31, 
ire new. 

ta chapter 6, sections 2, 10, and 27, are new. 

In chapter 7, no new provisions. 

In chapter 8, sections 3, 17, 18, and 19,arenew. 

In chapter 9, aeetioaa 4, 5, and 7, are new. 

In chapter 10, sections 6, 7, 12, and 18, are new. 

In chapter 11 is nothing new, save the com- 
tensation of the officers of the revenue service, 
in certain stations, is increased in section 3. 

Inchapter IS, sections 1, 3, 3, 4, and 5, are new. 

In cheater 13, sections 4 and 8, are new. 

In chapter 14, sections 8, 19,31, 33,33,34,35, 
md 36, are new. 

The following ia a synopsis of the provisions 
if each chapter, as prepared by the Treasury: 

* CBAPTBR I. 

Clu^er 1." Establishing the collection districts 
if the United Slates, and designating the port of 
mtry and ports of delivery in the same. " 

Tnia chapter arranges the entire territory of 
he United States into one hundred and nine col- 
eclion districts, and three hundred and forty-nine 
wrts of delitery, following the existing armue- 
aent of districts as to limits wherever praeiicaue, 
ceeping in view, however, in all cases, the con* 
'emence of trade and the security of the revenue. 

Much conflict and doubt exist under present 
awB as to the extent and limits of several dis- 
ricts. This ehapte^ prescribes fixed metes and 
lounds, and is moreover accompanied by a map 
in which the several districts are exhibited. In 
ach of these districts there is one port of entry 
nd one or more ports of delivery, according to 
he existing course and interests of commerce 
iDd trade, and the bcilitiea of collecting and se- 
nring the public revenue. 

A general provision is now proposed to invest 
»y law the Secretary of the Treasury with the 
lower, with the approbation of the President, to 
lispense with any ports of entry when, in their 
jtidgment, they shall become unnecessary as 
>orts of entry, and attach them, as porta of de- 
ivery, to other districts; to establish new ports 
>f delivery in any of the districts, and to estab- 
ish in any territory acquired or in possession 
if the United States new ports of entry and de- 
ivery.and designate the Doundaries of the col- 
eclion districts thus established, and to decide 
inally any dispute as to the actual boundary line 
if any district esmblished by the act. The revenue 
md penal laws of the United States are to extend 
it once over the districu ao entobliahed. 



CHAPTER 11. 

The ueond c&^rfer relates <* to the appointment 
of officers for the collection of the customs, and 
to provide fbr their compensation." 

This chapter continues the several deMiiptiona 
of revenue officers aseatablished by existing laws, 
viz: collectors, naval officers, surveyors, apprais- 
ers, weighers, measure rs,gauger8, end inspectors, 
designating, however, the chief revenue officer at 
ports of delivery, where duties are paid, as col- 
lector, and at oiner ports of delivery as deputy 
collector. Those officers are now known as 
surveyors. 

The collection districts are arranged (with the 
exceptions hereafter staled) into eight classes, 
according to the amount of revenue collected in 

each; and the description of officers employed, 
and the compensation allowed, are, as a general 
thing, predicated upon this fact. The amount of 
revenue collected was assumed as the best general 
criterion of the actual amount of business, labor, 
and responsibility involved; and to meet excep- 
tions, (oa in the merely or mainly preventive 
service,) additional compensation is allowed. 

The collection dialrict of New York and the 
collection districts in Texas, California, and 
Washington and Oregon Territorieii, are oi!gan- 
ized separately. In consideration of the very 
large amount of revenue collected at New York, 
and the peculiar condition of the other districts 
referred to, they could not be properly brought 
within the proposed classification. 

The remaining districts and ports of delivery 
are arranged into ^ght classes — 

First class. Where the revenue collected shall 
exceed one million of dollars per annum. 

Second class. Where the amount collected is five 
hundred thousand dollars and not exceeding one 
million. 

mrd clatt. Where the amount collected is one 
hundred thousand dollars and not exceeding five 
hundred thousand. 

Ftnirlk class. Where tlie amount collected is 
fifty thousand and not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Fifth elm. Where the amount collected is 
twenty thousand and not exceeding Gfly thou- 
sand Qollars. 

Sixth class. Where the amount collected is ten 
thousand and not exceeding twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Seventh clan. Where the amount collected is 
one thousand and not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars; and the 

Eighth class. Where the amount collected is 
less than one thousand dollars annually. 

It is made the dut^ of the Secretary, with the 
approval of the President, to transfer, annually, 
districts from one class to another according to 
the revenue collected, to designate the class to 
which new districts and ports of delivery shall 
be ossi^ed until their proper classes shall be 
aseertamed from the revenue collected, and to 
annex any of the districts, not included in any 
of the classes, to its proper class. For each of 
the districts, classified or unclassified, this chap- 
ter provides for the appointment by the President 
and Senate, for the term of four years, of a col- 
lector, naval officer, surveyor, and appraiser, or 
for one or more of them, as the business of the 

[>ort may require, as is the case under the present 
nw; and the Secretary of the Treasury is also 
authorized to abolish, with the approval of the 
President, any one or more of said offices, and 
require the duties to be performed by the remain- 
ing officer or officers at said port. It also pro* 
vides for the discharge of the duties of the sev- 
eral collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and 
appraisers, during the vacancies occasioned by 
lapse of time, resienatioo, or removal, requiring 
the incumbent, unless otherwise directed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to continue to dis- 
charge the duties until a successor takes charge, 
and continuing the liability of the officer and nis 
sureties, to embrace such additional service; or 
the Secretary may depute another person, under 
proper bonds, to discharge the duties during such 
interval. 

In case of vacancy by death , the deputy of the 
collector, naval officer, surveyor, or appraiser, or 
chief clerk, (as the case majr be,) may dischiuge 
the duties of the office of his deceased principal 



until the appointment of a successor, or designa- 
tion by the Secretary of some other person to act, 
the estate of deceased and sureties on his bond to 
be liable for due discharge of duties and revenue 
collected in the interval. 

The Secretary of theTreasury has also tbepower 
to appoint, in the several departments of the cus- 
toms, on the nomination respectively of collector, 
naval officer, surveyor, and appraiser, deputies to 
collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and apprais- 
ers, inspectors, aBaiaiant appraisers, examiners, 
weighers, measurers, and gangers; the Secretary 
of the Treasury to have the power of limiting the 
number and compensation of such subordinate 
officers, but not to increase their compensation 
.beyond the amount limited by law. 

Collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and ap- 
praisers, are aiiLhorizcd to employ in their respect- 
ive districts, with the approbation of ihe Secreta- 
ry, as many clerks, night inspectors, laborers, 
messengers, watchmen, and other persona in aid 
of the revenue as shall be found necessary; the 
Secretary to limit the numbcrand fix the compen- 
aatioi) of persons so employed; but no clerk to 
receive a greater compensation than five dollars 
per diem. 

In all the districts to which naval officers are not 
assigned, the Secretary is authorized to appoint a 
clerk to koep the accounts and act as auditor in the 
settlement thereof, thus providing at such ports, 
when deemed expedient, a check corresponding 
in an important respect with that of the navj 
officer at the principal ports. 

The President, with the connent of the Senate, 
ia also authorized to appoint six appraisers at 
large, being one more than the board, na now 
constituted; one being designed for the ports on 
the Pacific, and (he residue for ports on the At- 
lantic coast of the United States. 

The collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and 
appraisers, are retjuired to pive adequate bonds 
for the foithfiil discharge of the duties of their 
respective offii-cs; and the Secrntary of theTreas- 
ury, with the approval of the President, ia author- 
ized to regulate and increase the amount of their 
bonds, from time to time, whenever the interests 
of the United States are deemed to require it. 

The compensation of collectors for the unclas- 
sified districts, and for the first and second of 
the classified, is by fixed salaries, ranging from 
f8,00O nor annum, as in San Francisco, to |4,000, 
as in Charieston, and in the residue of the dis- 
tricts they are paid bv salaries ranging from 
$3,000 per annum, and naif of one percent, com- 
mission on the amount of collections, as in the 
tliii-d class, to eight per cent, commission, as in 
tlie eighth class. 

In Uie fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh classes, 
collectors ore allowed additional pay for services 
actually rendered, in the form of prescribed fees, 
to be paid out of the public Treasury; and the 
Secretary is authorized, with the approbation of 
the President, to grant additional compensation 
to collectors in districts seven and eight, report- 
ing such changes in salaries, classifications, dis- 
tricts, changes of districts, or new ports estab- 
lished, annually, to Congress, providing that 
collectors whose compensation was (3,0(K), and 
below that sum, shall not be diminished by the 
operations of the bill. 

The naval officers, surveyors and appraisers, 
are all compensated by fixed salaries propor- 
tioned to the salaries of the collectors at their 
respective ports, and the general appraisers are 
also paid fixed salaries; and salaries or per diem 
compensations are also assigned to all the other 
permanent officers connected with the customs. 

The present mode of compensation is by sala- 
ries, commissions, and fees; and being fixed by 
law, and the amount of collections and other 
business, on which especially the two latter ele- 
ments depend, being fluctuating, there is a want 
of Just proportion maintained between the com- 
pensation and the service, to say nothing of the 
door open to fraud and oppression by exaction 
of illegal fees, without the knowledge of the 
Department, and therefore beyond its control. 

The proposed system, dispensing with fees, 
granting fixed salaries, or salaries and commis- 
sions to the collectors of the districts arranged 
in classes, proportioned to the amount of revenue 
collected, and providing for tiapo^er of distrieui 
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from class to class, with the increnae or diminu- 
tion of revenue, combines, willi an adequate 
scale of cnmpensiition, a principli? of Hcif-adjuat- 
ment by wliich, with'tui any additional legislation 
or exercise of executive discrt-iion, i( is uoKignpd 
«nd hoped that the pay will always be ke^t in 
due proportion to the si-rvicc and respousibiUty. 



CHAPTER III. 



Chapter 3. "Concerning tlie rpgistry of vessels, 
and regulating the consting trade." 

In this chapter are brought together the several 
provisions of the existing laws regulating ihc 
issuing of registers, enrollments, and licenses, 
and the coasting trade, with such additions antt 
modifications as to adapt the law to the pressnt 
condition of navigation and commerce. 

By the present law registers are granted for 
the foreign trade, and enrollments and licenses, 
or licenses alone, according to tonnage, for the 
cooBtwisc trade. It is proposed to dispense with 
enrollments and licenses, and issue instead a regis- 
ter for the coastwise trade, as well as the foreign 
trade; the coasting register to be renewed annu- 
ally, and a register also to vessels engaged in the 
various fisheries. This will, it is believed, be 
more simple than the present arrangement, and 
will distinguish quite as well the tonnage of the 
United States engaged in the various branches 
of commerce. 

As to tht! vessels which may be documented 
as vessels of the United States, no change in the 
present law is proposed, except that vessels, 
wherever built, wrecked, and properly condemned 
asunaeaworthviiHirchased by a citizen of,and re- 
paired in the United States,ata cost fquol to two 
thirds the value when repaired,and wholly owned 
and commanded by American citizens, may be 
registered, as also vessels of the United States 
sold to foreigners and afterwards repurchased in 
the United StatMi, and wholly owned and com- 
manded by citizens of the United States not 
having been engaged in any unlawful trade, nn 
payment of a duty on the appraised value of five 

fier cent., to be carried to the marine hospital 
iind. 

Also, foreign-built vessels, purchased by Amer- 
ican citizens, under certain circumstances, may 
have the bill of sale recorded, and may be per- 
mitted to engage in the foreign trade by paying 
an annual lonniige duty, in advance, of one dollar 
per ton. 

It is proposed to substitute for the present 
arbitrary and inexact mode of ascertaining the 
tonnage of vessels a method that shall ascertain 
the precise carrying capacity of n vessel, us near 
as may be, and instead of prescribing any fixed 
mode by law, in view of the frei^ucnt change of 
model and improvements in ship-building, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is autnorizcd to pre- 
scribe, from time to time, the rules for the ascer- 
tainment of tonnage for vessels of different build, 
shapes, and dimensions. 

Ample provision is made for the exchange of 
registers from one branch of commerce to another 
Without the payment of any fee or charge there- 
for. 

^ The change effected in our_ coastwise and inte- 
rior commerce by the use of steam has rendered 
inapplicable many of the provisions of the exist- 
ing coasting law enacted in 1793, and among these 
are the requirements in regard to manifests. By 
the proposed law the Secretary of the Treasury 
is authorized to prescribe the form of the mani- 
fest to be used by steam and other vessels en- 
gaged in the cooiPting trade, and so to alter the 
same from lime to time as to make them conform 
to the convenience of trade and prevention of 
smuggling. And, to interfere as little as possible 
with the course and arrangements of stenm and 
other coasting vessels, collectors are authorized 
to station a deputy at the place of their departure, 
to receive there the oath of the master to his man- 
ifest, without requiring his presence at the cus- 
tom-house. 

As the law now stands, on the sale of a port 
interest in a ship owned by several persons, new 
papers must be issued, and all the owners must 
give new bonds. It ia proposed in such cases to 
require only new bonds to be given by the new 
parties in interest. 

In order to prevent American vessels from 



being engaged in the slave trade, it h proposed ' 
to prohibii, under heavy penaltlics, any Amer- 
ican vessels eng:igiiig in trade on the western I 
coast of Africa, or between any country and that , 
coast, without a special licence therefor in addi- { 
lion to her n>gister for the foreign trade. This ' 
I is designed not as superseding, but as auxiliary i 
I to other laws in force, or which may bo adopted 
I for the pn-ventionof the slave trade. j 
The forcg jing an- the principal changes intro- ; 
i dnced into this chapter in regard to the issue of] 
marine papers and regulating the coasting trade. 

CHlVTta IV. 

CSapleri. " For the government and r^^Ia- 
tion of seamen in th* merthant ssrvioe of tJie 
United States." 

This chapter cmbraecfl all the essential proTia* 
ions of the existing law regulating seamen in the 
merchant service, with no other change (besides I 
a few trifling verbal amendments) than the bring- j 
ing t<^ther, in immediate Jaxtaposition, the pro- 
visions now scattered through various laws on the | 
same subject-matter, and presenting them in clear, 
simple, and intelligible arrangement. | 

It orescribes the shipping contract to be entered 
into by the seamen and master; the list of crew; 
the bond for the return of the seamen or their I 
proper discharge abroad; the payment of wages, I 
and recovery if withheld; the furnishing of proper I 
medicines and provision; the dischai^ of sea- 1 
men, and procuring surveys of the vessel on the 
allegation of unseaworthiness, and the mode of 
enforcing the shipping contract by the master as 
well as tlie mariner. 

The existing laws have been fimnd, in general, 
to work well, and tfaeir essential provisions have 
been retained. 

CHAFTSR V. 

Cka^r 5. "To regulate the duties of officers 
of the customs and masters of vessels on entry 
of vessels from foreign pons," 

This chapter is composed, with few additions 
and modifications, of provisions token from the 
general collection kw of 1799 and its amendatory 
acts, and the laws of 1831 and 1823, regulating 
importations from territories adjacent to the 
United States. It prescribes tlie duties of col- 
lectors, naval officers, surveyors, and inspectors; 
the form of and examination of manifest; the 
report and entry of the vessel; the transportation 
of imported goods destined to be landed in differ- 
ent districts, or part to be landed in the United 
States, and the residue exported; importations 
and entry of goods from foreign adjacent terri- 
tories; transportation over portages; treatment of 
vessels putung into port in distress, with appro- 
priate forfeitures and fines and penalties for viola- 
tions of these respective provisions. 

The principal addition to the existing laws in 
this chapter, and an important one, is that which 
authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
quire the payment of duties directly by the im- 
porter, or due ascertainment by the collecting 
officers, to the assistant treasurer of the United 
States, under such rules and regulations as he 
may prescribe, thus making the collector's office 
a registry of the duties, and the assistant treas- 
urer tlic receiver of the same; and alports where 
no such depositary exists, to transfer by drafts 
on the collector the public money in his hands 
to any assistant treasurer, and pay the expense 
thereof; to direct an outgoing collector to pay 
over moneys to his successor, and one collector 
to pay over money to another — the collector 
receiving the same, and his sureties to be liable 
therefor as if for monev collected. This provis- 
ion, it is believed, would afford great additional 
securilv against the misuse or embezzlement of 
the public revenue, and furnish desirable facili- 
ties for the transfer of the public money from 
the various points of collection to the Treasury 
of the United States. 

The only other important addition is that au- 
thorizing, in case of vessels from foreign poru 
and destined for the United States stranded upon 
the coasts, the cargo to be landed, stored or for- 
warded in lighters or other vessels under the 
charge of the officers of the customs and with 
proper manifests, to the port of destination, to be 
entered as if imported in the vessel in which it I 
wM originally snipped. This is a useAil addi- 



tion to the present law, and applicable to 
of not tmfVequeiit occurrence. 

CBAPTXa VI. , 

Chapter$. " Regulating theentij of goods.nn- 
ladingof cargoes, oscertainmentof'^ quanUlies and 
damage, entry of bogeoge and sea-stores.'* 

The provisions of this chapter are mainly pro- 
visions of the general collection act of I79d and 
the supplemental collection act of I8S3, arningnl 
according to the subject-matter, and, nearly as 
practicable, according to the order of proce«iliiwS 
on the entry of imports at the custom-house. It 
reguhitea the production of invoices, their TeriS- 
eation and authentication ; the value of forsin 
euRvndes at the casiom-bowesi the (wih to M 
taken by the owner and consignee of importt; 
the estimation and payment of duties; unladiag 
of merchandise ; the duties of the weigher, meas- 
urer, and ganger, and inspector, and the form 
of their returns and the examination and com- 
parison thereof with the manifests; entry of sea- 
stores and baggage and articles of American ori- 
gin exported and returned to the United States; 
the times within which vessels must dischargs; 
the disposition of unclaimed goods and ascertaro- 
ment and allowance for damage occurring on the 
voyage of importation. A ncwprovliion is made 
in this chapter, in case the importer does not pro* 
duce an invoice, or produces an invoice not prop- 
erly verified and authenticated. By the present 
law, the goods may be admitted to entry on ap- 
praisement, and a bond taken for the production 
of the invoice. It is proposed to require, instead 
of a bond, a deposit of five per cent, on the esti- 
mated value of the goods, to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, to be forfeited 
unless the invoice is produced within four months. 
This reouirement, it is believed, will better insora 
the prodootion of an invoice, or indemnify the 
United States for its non-production. 

Another change from tne present law is the 
requirement that American productions exported 
and returned to the United Stateashall be admitted 
free of duty only when they are returned wiihia 
one year, the ownership remaining unchanged. 
The difficulty of identification of merchandise, 
where the time within which it may be returned 
is unlimited , as under the present law,aher its fre- 
quent change of ownership in a foreign country, 
renders the proposed restriction necessary against 
fraad on the public revenue. 

The time now prescribed by law for the un- 
lading of Yessels is fifteen and twenty days. It 
is proposed to prescribe eight and twelve work- 
ing days for that purpose, according .to the ton- 
nage of the vessel ; but the goods may be takea 
possession of by the collector at onj time* with 
the consent of the owner or consignee of the 
goods, or with the consent of the owner or master 
of the vessel; and to facilitate the unhiding of 
steam-pockets or vessels, it is proposed to author- 
ize the colieetiw, if the owner or consignee of the 
vessel will furnishasuitable fire-proof warehoose, 
to be approved b; the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to cause the cargo to be transierrcd at any time 
he may think proper, on the requestof the owner 
or consignee in writing, to such warehouse, to be 
treated therein and delivered therefrom as in or 
from the vessel, and to continue the discharged' 
the vessel during the night, shouhl the owner 
desire it, on his paying an additional compensa- 
tion therefor, to be aistributed among the customs 
officers attending to the niglit discharge. 

The present mw limits the ihne within which 
proof of damage of merchandise on tb« voyage 
of importation must be lodged with the collector 
to ten days after landing. This has been found 
too brief a period; and it is proposed that the 
Secretary of the Treasury may, in equitahts 
cases, exttnd the lime not exceecUog thirty days. 
CHAPTER vn.^ 

Chapter 7. *' To regulate the appraisement of 
imported merchandise." 

The provisions of this chapter, with some im- . 

[lortant additions, are mainly those of existing 
aws. It designates the officers who are to make 
the artpraisementa, what shall conslitutR the value 
on wnich the duty shall be assessed, the powen 
of the appraisers and their duties in ascertaining 
such value, grants the right of appeal from their 
deutions to a menrinot and a^adser ai l^e, 
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nd moke* their deet«ioQ aod the decision of the 
roTeniment appnunra, if not utpealed (torn, 
nal and coneluuTe. ItimpcseB BaaitioiuU dntjr 
>r under Talootioa, and anthorue* tlie Secretary 
> cause DkerehuidiM to be rrtnoined add re- 
ppraised by aj>prainn( Mid examining oficere 
t other porta. 

In addition to the proTisiooa of the present 
iw, the first aectioQ of thia chapter makea it the 
utyofthfl ooUector, im (he report to him by the 
ppraiserv of the daaoripUon and component ma- 
inals of an article, to decide whether it is duti- 
ble or not, vtd nukea his decision final, unless 
le owner or consignee shall, within a prescribed 
me, appeal to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
rhoae decision on such appeal shall be final and 
onduaire. A new provision is contained also 
1 the third sectioo,*whieh authorizes the Secre- 
iry of the Treasury to assign an appraiser at 
irge to the duty of local appraisements, and to 
irect an appraiser at one port to act as ui ap- 
inuaer at another ^ort. 

^lis provision will tend to promote a oniform- 
Ly of appraiaemeot at the sereral ports, and 
irevent any improper concert or understanding 
fl^ch mi^t talce place between importers and 
n appnueer permanently located at the port. 
Lnotner inportant addition to the present law 
rill be found in the ninth section, which aathor- 
ees the Secretary, when deem^ necessary, to 
rder appraisements to be reTised by the appraie- 
rs at large, or appraisers from other ports, 
lome auch power as this cannot oat be useful at 
imes to teat the fidelity and competency of ap> 
itaiaiDg officers; and probably a knowledge ^that 
luch a power can be exercised will render the 
lecessity for its exercise unfrequent. Another 
mportant additional provision. is contained in the 
enth section, by which the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to direct the whole cargo 
)f a Tesael, after entry, to be taken possession of 
If the eolleolor, and <»xamined and appraised 
ly the proper appraising officer, and reSxamtned 
yy special merchant examiners, and reappraised 
3y appraiaera at large, to ascertain the aotiable 
rolue and the identity of the gooda with the mani- 

Under the proposed kw, as under tfa( present, 
luties are to be levied upon the general market 
ralue of the merchandise sbroM. Purchased 
{oods are required to be invoiced at their actual 
:oBt; goods procured otherwise than by purchase, 
it the foreign wholesale price or generil market 
ralue. Under the present law the importer may 
tdd, in his entry of purchased goods, such an 
imount as will bring up his invoice cost to the 
eeneral market value; and if the appraisns sbiUl 
End the dutiaUe nhn of the goods to he ten per 
Ecnt. above the value the importer has daclued 
on his entry, he incurs an additional daty of 
Wenty per cent. The law is changed in the 
■leventh section of this chapter so as to allow the 
importer of any gpods, purchased of not, to add 
|o or reduce in his entry the value given in his 
invoice, and an excess of ten per cent, found by 
the appraisers above the entry value requires the 
unpoaiiion of an additional duty of twenty per 
cent.-, but if the article is by law liable to a duty 
of more than fifty per cent., and is entered at a 
value by ten per cent, or more below the value 
letermued by appraisement, it becomes liable to 
ftn additional duty of fifty per cent. 

The change proposed puts all importers on a 
footing, and is an additional protection against 
imdervalnation. 

caj^sm vni.* 

Chapters. ** To relate the warehousing under 
bond of imported merchandise." 

This chapter contains but a few provisions in 
addition to those of existing laws on the subject 
of mrebonsing. 

Itprescribeswhat shall be considered as bonded 
warehouses; what description of merchandise 
nay be bonded ; the exemption of the United 
Bt&ies ttffm risk and expense; the time merchan- 
dise may remain in bond; the mode and condi- 
tions in and under which it may be withdrawn 
for consumption, transportation to, rewarehous- 
ing at other pyts, or exportation to foreign 
countries; and on what conditions and what evi- 
dence warehouse, transportation, and export 

New Sehies— No. 11. 



bonds shall be canceled t how accounts of bonded 

Soods shall be kept, and returns thereof made to 
le Treasury. 

bnportant additions are made to the present law 
in tne seventeenth , eighteenth, and nineteenth sec* 
tions of this chapter, which prohibit, under hea'^ 
penalties, any owner or consignee of any goods 
entered in bond from preventing by himedf, or 
any agent, the actual delivery of Uie sane in 
warehouse, and from poasessine himself, or put- 
ting others in pcmeamon thereof, or firom with- 
drawing the same by corrupting the officer in 
charge or otherwise, without first obtaining a 
perrnt from the collector. The experience of 
the Department has sonested these additional 
[wovisions as necessary lor the protection of the 
public revenue. 

The twenty-second section is also additional to 
the existing law in some of its provisions. It 
prescribes the time and manner in which goods 
unclaimed, or remaining in warehouse beyond 
the time limited by law, or remaining in ware- 
house after entry for coneumpUon without pay- 
ment of duties, or remaining in warehouse not 
entered for want of invoice, eliall be sold, and the 
proceeds accounted for. Similar provisions now 
exist as to unclaimed goods, and it is Tound 
necessary to extend them to the several coses 
above eaomeraled. 

CBAFTBa IX. 

Clu^tr 9. " Concerning navigation, and fbr 
obtaining statements of foreign commerce of the 
United States." 

This chapter contains all the provisions of the 
statistical law of 1830, with but a slight change 
in the arrangement, and such provisions of the 
navigation law of 1817 as are believed to be 
adapted to the present condition of our com- 
merce. It regulates our trade with foreign na- 
tions upon the principles of reciprocity, author- 
izes the masters of vessels to make up their 
crews without regard to nationality, but reqaires 
all the officers to oc citizens of the United States. 
It continues the existing discriminating tonnage 
duUes on foreign vessels not placed by treaty on 
a footing with our own, and on foreign vessels 
from ports with which vessels of thie United 
States are not permitted ^to trade. It provides 
for the manner in which the annual statistical 
accounts of the foreign commerce of the United 
States shall bo made up ii\ order to be presented 
to Congress, embracing the imports, exports, 
and tonnage. 

In section foor, in this chapter, there is a new 
provision added to our present law. By the law 
as it now stands, a vessel of the United States, 
engaged in the foreign trade, is required to have 
two thirds of her crew citizens of the United 
States, and three fourths citizens if she is engaged 
in the coasting trade. The difficulty of obtaining 
seamen, under this restriction, tms been and is 
now severely felt; and the burden in the shape of 
foreign tonnage duties imposed on our vessem for 
a non-compliance with the law, which circum- 
stances render inevitable in many cases, has led 
to the proposed change, which it is believed will 
be found useful. The nationality of the ship a^ 
the ship's crew is sufficiently protected by that 
of the mig, and the requirement that all her tnloers 
shall be citizens of the United States. 

There is also a new provision in the seventh 
section; On the exportation oPartides to foreign 
countries, the owner, shipper, or consignee, is 
required by ourpresentlawtopresentamanifbst 
of the description and value of the merelumdlse, 
under oath, stating the destination also under 
(Ath. This must to done before a clearance can 
begranted. Cases have arisen where the exporter 
of a single article of trifling value, compoelng a 
part of the cargo of a vesul, has reflised, upon 
some controversy with the master or owner, to 
make such oath or manifest, antkthas prevented 
the clearance. This, of course, required a. rem- 
edy; and it is provided in the seventh section , by 
imposing a fine on the owner or consignor who 
fails to present a maniAst, and mithoHzing the 
collector to caUmate the value and grant the oear- 
ance. 

CBATTER Z. 

dhqrierlO, *< R^oladng seizures, suits on duty 
bondt, prosecntion tat the recovery of fines, pen* 



alties and forfUtona, their distribatiota and remis- 
sion.** 

This chapter, with some few additions and 
modifications, is Uie present law. It authorizes 
the customs officers to make issrches and seiz- 
ures in cases of reasonable suspicion, for goods, 
the duties on which are sougnt to be evadedt 
providinefor the officer's protection and the pun- 
ishment for impeding or resisting the excreiee of 
hu authority. It ngubUea (ha course of judicial 
Koeeedinga in sQits fbr dnties and |Hroseeuti(ma 
for fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and thur dis- 
tribution and remission. 

By this chapter is given to the Secretary of the 
Treasury the additional-power of remitting fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, on such ptnof as he 
may prescribe of the absence of fiuid or wilful 
n^ct; or Uie IkcU may be aseerlained as re- 
quired by the present law, by a romraory judicial 
examination, or in other modes, to be preaeribed 
by the Secretory fit the Treasury. 

CHAPTZa XI. 

Cfcqrter 11. " Revenue cuttersondtheii'offioers, 
and concerning pilou." 

This chapter is the present low, but with some 
important additions. It provides for the vp- 
pointment of officers, their compensation, and 
thot of their crews, consisting of non-commis- 
sioned officers, gunners, and marines; thepowers 
and diltier of revenue cutter officers as officers of 
the enttoms in aiding the collection of the reve- 
nue ond extending assistance to navigators in 
distress. 

The scole of salories, ond the .requirement of 
skill and proficiency in seomonship, as qualifica- 
tions for officers, are important additions to the 
present law, and deemed moterial for the efficiency, 
of the service. 

Pilots, as ntfw, are to be reguhited by the laws 
of the States, until Airther legislation by Con- 
gress; and maaters of vessela navigating water* 
that constitBia the bbnndaiy between two States 
mayen^ypilottli^sed byeither of the States. 

CHAFTia XU. 

darter IS. "Raapectuir marine hoanitsls and 
heolthlawa.*' 

In this chapter inportant ebangea have been 
mtule in the preoent law regilloting marine hoopital 

The marine hospital flind is now obtained (with 
occosionol appropriations by Congress) fVom de- 
ductions frarn the iniges of seamen of twenty 
cents per month. It is proposed to dispense wita 
this tax, and levy, instead, a hospital duty of five 
cents per tm on the registry of the vessel, and 
each renewal of the registry, and on each steam- 
ship or other vessel, whether American or for- 
eign, arriving in the United States, such duty, 
however, not to be collected of such vessel more 
than three times in any one calendar year. A sim- 
ilar duty is also to be assessed on vessels engaged 
in the coasting trade or fisheries, on each renemtt 
of their registera. The moneys thus collected, 
countervainng and tonnage duues levied on riitM 
or vessels, the five per cent, paid for registers ior 
vessels sold to foreigners and afterwards repur- 
chased by citizens of the Unitf^ Stales, the por^ 
don of fines, penalties, and forieiturev accruing 
to the United States for violations of the revenue, 
registering, navigation, and passenger laws, ana 
allfees paid for recording and copying biltf of 
sale, mortgage, hypothecations, and conveyances 
of vessels, are to constitute the fund out of which 
rdief is tobe afforded to sick and disabled seamen. 

Under this provision foreign seamen, inasmuch 
as foreign veaaels are to poy hospital dn^, will 
be entitled to idief, as w«l as the seamen of the 
United ^Iftes. 

The provision in the fourth section of this chap- 
ter is alao<iiew and important. The scarcity of 
seonwn bos been, and u atill, severely felt. It is 
proposed to encontage the emi^yment of boy* 
OS apprentices, in certain proportions to tonnage, 
by relieving the vessels on which they are em- 
ployed of one half of the hospital duty. 

The remaining provisions of this chapter are 
diose of the quarantine and hndth laws now in 
force, and which it is not proposed to change. 
These recognize the quarantine and health laws 
of the' Slates, and require them to be duly ob- 
served by enUeetors and other^officera of the 
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KTenue, «nd make prorisiona for security of the 
revenue in coses of goods on board or unladen 
from vessels subject to quarantine. 

CHAJFTEHXIII. 

CMpter 13. " Regulating the importations of 
druCB and medicines. ' ' ' 

This chapter presents the law substantially as 
it now ist simplified in its Brracgement, and pro- 
yiAva for the appointment'snd payment of drug 
examiners at the principal porU, for the due ex- 
amination by ihem of dru^s, medicines, medicinal 
esscniial oils, and clicmical preparations, with 
« view of ascertaining their quality, purity, 
strength, and fitnesa for medicinal purposes, with 
provision! for re^amination and analysis, on 
appeal from the decision of the United States ex- 
aminers, and the exportation and destruction of 
thoss rejected as deleterious or unAt for medici* 

IWl UUN. 

It is now proposed to add cofiee, imported in 
the grain or otherwise, to the list of articles sub- 
jected to examination, and if found so damaged, 
adulterated, or deteriorated, as to be unfiifor use, 
to place iton the footing of deleterious drugs and 
medicines, to be subjected to the same provisions, 
prohibitions, and penalties. 

CHAPTKR XIV. 

ChmttriA. "Examination of custum-bouses, 
dqkmtories, and other public offices, prohibited 
importations, and other miscellaneous provis- 
tooe." 

This chapter, the lut in the code, is composed 
of provisions taken mainly from existing laws, 
and which could not be placed in the preceding 
chapters without impairiijg the simplicity of their 
arrangement. It contains a provision authorizing 
'the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint and 
compensate agents to examine the mints, custom- 
houses, and land offices, for the detection of fraud 
OD the publio ravenue, and for the arrest of de- 
fruiters and eounterftiters of the coin of the Uni- 
ted States; prohibits officers of the customs from 
owning vessels, or being concerned in importa- 
tions of goods, or transportation of paasengers; 
regulates the character and execution of custom- 
house and duty bonds; imposes a penatty for the 
ftaudulent and clandestine miroductionofdutiiible 
g<^ds, and for the withholding by collectors, re- 
ceivers, and disbursing agents, upon the allegation 
of a claim to credits, of Balances of public money 
after the order of the Secretary of the Treasury 
for their payment into the Trnuury. 

To show to the House and the country the 
importance of the bill, I cannot, perhaps, do 
better than toappend to these Femarka an extract 
from th% report of the present able and popular 
head of the Treasury, in his last annual report to 
Congress. The Secretary says: 

" The revision of the reveuiie laws, prepared by Uie 
Depanment, under a reaoluUon of the Senate, and Knt to 
tbat body At the Hrst iieMiou of Uie Tbfrty-Third Congreis, 
sad referred to In my lut report, ■tUlfeoiaiDslbrttiesction 
of Ooograw. The revenue ism connat of vsrious acta of 
Coogreaa, ooramencing with the oi^mnization of the Gov- 
emtnent, wiUi eo many amending, repealing, and conflic^ 
hig proviBlon*, that it la eKceedrngty difficult to ascertain 
wbat i>, and wtiat la not, In force~«onae<iaeatly, what la 
Utfl law upon any particular point. The DepaHmenl, In 
iiiaUnglhi%rcviilon,conrorme(t to cxUtinR laws, withauch 
modifleatlona nnd new provisiona as weru dettmcd proper 
ton]Bk»> the lawconlbrm to the nreaent condition of tilings, 
and the wsDUof tbeservico. Tbis revinion tias been again 
eonaldered by the Departmentj and sundry amendments and 
additions recominendod, which had the sanction of the 
Committee on t'onimerco in the Hoiue of Rpprcecntativos 
at ita tate aesrrion, and, with the revision, now remain Ibr 
the conaidmtinn of Congraas. It was hoped Ooagreas 
would have passed upon this revrsion atlta lawscaaton, and 
thai the Department could liave couibnncd the revision of 
drGtilan,tben being made, to the revised act. The enforce- 
ment of the revenae laws, as now ezltUng, called for a i«- 
vision and modification of the circular insiruc^iM of Uie 
Depanment upon the aut>ject. The colluctionWd rcrtsron 
of the circulars as one code is now nearly complete, and 
will soon be put in force. If Congress sliouldpHss the re- 
vision of revenue laws, the instructions can readily be made 
to cottfbrm to the revioinn they may adopL It is believed 
that the enactment of Uie revision would result in great 
advantages to the revenue, and great convenience lo uiose 
. engaged in commerce and navigation, and place the rev- 
enue law9 before the people, so as to be easily undeiaioad 
by those whose duty it Is to carry Uiem Into ed^t, aod by 
thdie whose interest and rights are involved in ttieii en- 
forcement. Tliere are no penalUesor forfeiture on import- 
ers and ft«i^tera in the revision thai are not now in the 
existing laws, and none which are not believed neeeasaiy 
and proper tor Utc due eollecttag the revenue. Ths rev- 
enae laws raqnlre revlnon on many aceouius, bat uptm 
noae more tbaa npoa the iattteet of Invoices, «D(iies, ap. 



pralsement*, compensation to onelals, and tn nlation to 
earollingandlicensingvesselsferihecoastiafftrade. 11ier» 
are suits against collectors involving questions upon all 
these subjects. The conHiptiag decisions of tlie Depart- 
ment and die efrculi courts in most of these cases canpot 
be reviewed in Uio Supreme Court, owing to the amount 
involved." 

And lastly, I conclude by quoting so mtteh of 
the President's Tast annual message to Congress 
as relates to this subject, which is: . 

" Ihave bere^fore recommended to your consideration 
the revision of the revenue laws, prepared under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treaso^, and also legislation 
upon eome special questions alTecting t)ie business of that 
Department, moro especially tlic enactment of a law to 
punish the abstracUon of olScial books or papers froAi the 
files r>f the Government, and requiring all such books and 
papers, and all other public property, to be uimed over by 
the outgoing officer to his successor ; of a iBwretjuiring dis- 
bursing officers to deposit all public money in the vaults 
of the Treasury, or In other legal depoaitortes, where Ibe 
same are eonvenienUy aoceasiUe; and a law lo estend 
existing penal provisions to ail peraons who may become 
possessed of public money by depoalt or otherwise, and 
who shall renise or neglect, on due demSindt to the 
same Inio tbs Tfessnrr. I invite your attention sasw to 
each of theas ol^eati." 



DEFENSE OF THE BEPITBLICAN FABTT. 

SPEECH OF HON. JOHN J. PEUEY, 

OF MAINE, 

In the HoOSE or RErKBICHTATIVEl, 

Jsntuiry 1857. 

The House being in the Committee of llie miole on the 
state of tho Union- 
Mr. PERRY said: 

Mr. Chairman: It was not originally my in- 
tention to have troubled the House with any re- 
marks upon the message of the President; but 
OS this appears to be a " free fight," I make no 
apology for taking an humble position in the rank 
and me of the combatanta. The Constitution 
requires that the President, " from time to ttmei 
shailgiTe to Congress information of the state of 
the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient." In performing this duty, the Presi- 
dent has taken advantage of his high position, 
and instead of confining himself to the constitu- 
tional limits of discussion, has traveled out of 
the record to arcaign the people of the free States 
of this Union, and charge upon them numerous 
derelictions qf duty, crimes, and misdemeanors, 
which, if true, are equally disgraceful to them as 
men and citizens of a great commonwealth. 

Judging the President by his acts, it seems he 
is determined that alactry ogUaiion in tliis coun- 
try never shall cease. The sound repose which 
the nation was enjoying at ths time the present 
Administration came intopower, was soon oroken 
by the ruthlesa repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise; and from that time to the present, the ^«8- 
ideni has used his whole official power (to use 
his own language) " to prepare the people of the 
United States lor civil war, to undermine the 
fobric of the Union, by appeals to passion and 
■Bctional prejudice, bv indoctrinating the people 
with reciprocal hatred, and by educating them lo 
stand face to face as enemies, rather than shoulder 
to shoulder as friends." 1 charge that Franklin 
Pierce and his Administration, Iwcked up by the 
sham Democracy, have done mora to creste d)*- 
untOD sentimental North and South — (o weaken 
the bonds which unite Uie different sections into 
one Federal head — to create animosities, hatred, 
and biitemess among the people, and to sow the 
seeds of sectional strife, which have already ger* 
minated,and,unleBSBrrested in their growth, will 
end in a dismemberment of the Union — than all 
other causes and aeencies put together. 

It was reasonable to suppose, that aAer the 
heat and excitement of the presidential election 
had paased away,and the great Republican party 
of the country had been defeated, the "ver- 
dict" of the people, about which the President 
so arrogantly boasts, would haire satisfied his 
malignity of feeling towards the people of the 
northern States; that he would have been willing 
to accord to them at least honesty of purpose in 
the discharge of a high constitutional duty; and, 
following Uie example of Mr. Jefferson, would 
have sought to allay and quiet, rather than fo- 
ment and increase, sectionaf strift and agitaUon. 



But all such hopes and expectations prored A*~ 
lustve. The President, abandoned bytiis A-tend^ 
and smarting under the lash of popQlar indiTin- 
tion, forgets the rules of honofable warfar«,~and 
turns "saTage" upon the defeated puty; and 
with characteristic malignity hurls bis **umu- 
hawk" and flourishes his " scalptng-knife*'atil» 
heads of a million and a half of American utizeia 
be insultingly boasts are " crushed oat.'* 

Mr. Chairman, among those who are ebar^f^ 
with a desire "to change the domestic insiiiD- 
tions'of existing States" — with "asiiaults upon 
the Constitution" — with an intent to "bum citiw. 
ravage fields, and slaughter populations," biri. 
" undermine the fabric of tne Union," atti^ 
prominent the patriotie, hi^h-minded, intelli^ 
people of Maine, which I tn part represent npen 
this floor. The people of Maine were g^ 
enough patrioU in 1853, when they eave Ganenl 
Pierce 9,067 majority over General Scott: ba 
now, when the tables are tamed, and this oil 
Democratic State repudiates both him and hi* 
successor by rollin<( up a majority agaisat tfaea 
of more than 30,000 for fireedom and the galaat 
Fr6mont,he " shakes his gory loeka," ana criet, 
"Treason! Treason!" 

The President not only arraifrna Maine, hi, 
hurls his poisoned darts at all New Eng^nd— 
the land of the Pilgrims— where repose ibeasivs 
of Warren, of Knox, of'Wameryand of Staik, 
and their illustrious revolutionary eompatn'ots. 
He assaila the descendants of the michiy dead, 
and would bint out the memories of flexingtoD, 
of Bunker Hi)), and Bennington. Let us look at 
the tables, and we shall find Uie tnu cause or thii 
ebullition of presidential wrath. In 18S3,tliesiK 
New Englana States gave General Pierce 173,514 
votes; Oeneral Scott, 164,931vand Senator Ha!?, 
57,143. 

In 1856, the same Stateseave Buchanan 161,321; 
Fremont, 306,379; and Fillniore, 38,153. 
majorityt^ointf Buchanan is 173,!^, andaDrc- 
ocrattc net loss, since I8S3, of li24,674. 

It is my purpose, upon the present oecasior, 
to meet and answer some of the q>ecific eha^ 
and assumplions contained in this moat czusor- 
dinary mfssage. 

Speaking of the people of the ftee Stales, i^ 
Presifleiit says: 

"They eeck an of^jeet wtatcfa Ihev well ksow to I* t 
revoiutiooary one." Well fcnMiig ^ 

(ucb, and »ucb only, are the means and conaaqwac** 
their plans and purposes, they endeavor lo prepue Of p^>- 

ee of the United BtatMltor civil war. »» * • • -t>t 
ive eniered inioB)nili whfeh loads nowliers mlewsv 
lo civil war and dieunion, and which haa no oiber phtte 
outlet." 

After charging the people of the free Su:h 
with adesire for "eisuioar," " reroftilioa," aei 
"difunton," and that they "well knew" ui 
were " perfectly aware" of all this, he funha 
Bays: 

" I confid«!ntly beliave tha'. the greet body at those «M 
incuiiHtdcrnrplf took tills fhtnl utep, are sincerely amcfH 
to the ConsUluUon and the Union." 

By this singular shift he substantially wi^ 
draws the charge of" treason," and changes I 



present themselves in the official records of iM 
country. As a matter of reference, I shall in- 
corporate into my printed remarks the follow:rc 
table, which has been eareAilIy prepared, vhdc 
neariy all the returns therein containcid aieofficiii; 

TRB VOTS VOK PSBSIDBIIT— 189S. 

HAtfn* StalM. 

FrihttmU AKikDMB. JUImm*. 7W^ 

Maine 65,514 38,039 3,993 

Ifew HaatMbire.. 38,158 39,567 414 Tl J9 

Vermont 39,516 10.677 Sll SU* 

MueaebuMtti . . . 10B,nu 19,898 167^ 

Bhode Inland.... 11,1(!7 6,660 IJHS 19.« 

Connecticut 42.715 34,9QS 3,619 t«:BS 

New York 074,705 185,878 ISM .(KM SOSAH 

NewJeraey aB,3Sl 4fl,»43 94,115 ati,«S 

PoniH>ylvwtia.. . . 147,330 330,154 ftJ^TT ^3iS 

Ohio 187,497 17t),8T4 f»,135 389.« 

Mirhimu 71,789 5S,I3» I,MO 

Indiana 04.818 I1S,6TS I3,3a6_ tJ&S^ 

lUiaoia 96^ 104,979 3T,4M SS^X.-i 

WlacoadD 66,093 59,867 579 119^ 

Iowa 44,197 38,9« 9,444 SS-^a 

*Caiifbrnia 16,7SI 49,470 9e,S7 eijM 

Toty i,3a3,3w iJia^wu. * 3m jm 
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Fr€mont over Buchanan, 130,705; FrCmont 
ver Fillmore, 945)463; Buchanan over Fillmore, 
43,758; FrCtnont and Fillmore over Buchanan, 

In the SIoM Slalet. 
Frimont. Bueluma*. FUlmore. 

vlairsTr. 906 

lai^tttnd aai 



ireiiiia 991 

orth Uttrolina... - 
South CaroUaa. . - 

fiorgiB 

lorida 

jabaoia - 

tiMiMippi........ - 

ouiaiana 

eiiiB - 

rk annas - 

eanesaee. 

entucky.. >■..•. 36B 
lUnouri 



6,003 
39,115 
89,975 

30,000 
56,617 



48,817 
35,655 
33,169 
98,787 
at ,908 
73,638 
75,916 
5^64 



6,175 
47,462 
60,039 
36,8fi6 
90,000 
43,3Tj 
4,843 
28J>57 
94,490 
90,700 
15,944 
10il6 
66,178 
65,899 

4e;i34 



Total. 

14,484 
66,858 
150,905 
8S,lSt 
60,000 



11,211 
75,374 
60,155 
42,878 
44,001 
33,734 
139,816 
139,108 
106,688 



Tocal t,aiT «9e,3M 498,117 1,I3T,7B3 

■ El Urn Med. 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 140Jiffi; over both, 
38,995. 

IUeapUmUUon~Fr*9 tnU Slav*. 

fVeeStfftM. Store SMw. TWoL Sbeton. 

1,347 1,394,553 114 
638,339 1,650,900 174 
^117 885,960 8 



"rtmoot. 1,333,306 

lucbanan 1,S1S,60I 

llloiorei 387,843 



Total 9,933,750 

er cpm. or votes 79 

cr cent. of ele<;t(»«....59 



1,137,793 4,071,473 
98 100 
41 100 
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Buchanan over Fremont in all, 516,407; Frf- 
iont over Fillmore, 448,593; FrCmont and Fill- 
lore over Buchanan, 369,553. 
ly the ceiuui of 1850, Ute wUlC popalatkw in the f>ee 

Sraien waa 13,330,650 

n the alave State* 6,998,418 



Total... 19,563,068 

talance in fitvor of Am StUM. 7,108^ 



WUiw populatioa oC— 

finPleen Stales wMcll voted fbr BnelHiun. 10^405,130 

aevcii Statu wblch voted IbrFrtoMBt SjiS0O,l74 

>!ie State n-hich voted for FUlmon 417,943 

Thua it will be seen that the StaCea represented 
ly Colonel Frteont contain nearly nine millions 
mt of about nineteen milliona, according to the 
est census. Take the population of Illinois, 
rhich elected the whole RepubUcan State ticlcel, 
tut gave her electoral vote to Buchanan, and add 
o ilie Fr£mont States, and it makes very nearly 
in equal division of white {)opu(ation between 
he two parties. Taking this as a baaia, let us 
consult the census returns a little further. Aa 
nucli as I dislike to make invidious comparison 
lecweea States, yet when eleven States, contain- 
ng a population of nearly nine niillioDS, are in- 
lirectly chai^d by the President with stupidity 
uid ignorance, and want of common discernment 
o understand the -affairs of Government, com- 
non justice, as well as self-respect, demands it. I 
lave prepared the followius table from the cen- 
lus of I650f to which I call the •ttenttoo of the 
Hoiiae and coaotry:,. 



\ BCBOOI.S. 

BevenFrtiBoatBtBtei lOJtta UjU3 1,964,611 

nnetaeB Bnebaoan aiatM..a6;M Vfia 1,356,736 



MnoM States ont Bach- 
ansa 9tates 



9,037 19^ 637,963 



mufl uaaAKiav. 

Ifuptb^ of 
rwUtcUliraTUt. 

Eleven Prtmont States 80S 

Nineteen BuchanaaSiatee.. 393 

E^imoDt States «vsr BwA- 
aaan Staue 407 



Nmihtrof 

7S4J0a 

630,557 



964,051 



SCBOOI. UBBABISS. 

JTiMMier K«mb«r Mmier 

of of of volt. 

Statu. Comvum SiaUcy in Svndoy 

(dtool k\ooI iciool 

librarUt. librarU*. tOraritt, 

Eleven Prvmont State* 11,809 1,360 363,513 

Nineteea Bncbanan Sutea.. 951 644 148,794 

Fttmoiu States oret B«cli- ■ 

■ntn States 11^ 919 313,718 



Eleven Frftmont States 931,968,617 

Ninuteen Buchanan States 160^,133 

FrfmOQt BKtes over Boohanan Btates 74,364,484 



pass raasoHS ovsa Twiim-oiis vsAaa or ass wbo 
CitiiHOT asAO OS watra. 

NinetMa Bachaaan States 745.860 

Bteven Pr4inout Sutes 340,409 



Buchanan States over Frtaiont Slates 905,471 



Every person who glances his eyes over this 
table can readily make his own calculationa. In 
the eleven Fremont States there are more than 
six thousand more free schools, and over six 
hundred thousand more scholars, than iii the 
nineteen Buchanan States — more than double the 
number of public libraries, and nearly double the 
number of volumes. In common school libraries 
the former leada the latter over eleven thousand, 
and in Sunday-school libraries about double, with 
more than two hundred thotisand more S^l»th- 
Bchool scholars. The eleven Fremont States 
print and send out mor^ than seventy millions 
copies of newspapers over the nineteen Buchanan 
States; while the number of free persons over 
twenty-one years of age who cannot read or write 
are more than three times as numerous in the 
Buchanan as in the Fr£mont States. In the Fre- 
mont States, according to the population, one in 
every thirty-six is found in thia class, while in the 
Buchanan States it stands on6 in every thirteen. 

The President wems t»haTe forentien a neat 
principk in which all aonnd poutieal writers 
agree, to wit: that itUeUigtnee is one of the main 
pillars of a republic. Where are we to look for 
tnteiligetU pobtical action ? Is it where there are 
comparatively but few schools, few books, few 
newspapers f b it to those sections of country 
where many of the people are too ignorant to read 
or write? And yet the President assumes and 
publishes to the country and the world umter his 
own hand, that comparative ienorance is neces- 
sary to true patriotism, and that education and 
the means of intell^nce lead men into con- 
structive treason and a deiire to overturn the 
Government. Such is the argument and such 
are the legitimate eoncluaions growing out of the 
premises. 

2. Another chai^ made by the President 
against the Republican parly ia an intention on 
their part to " chance the domestic institutions of 
existing States. " No assumption can be more 
groundless than this. There is nothing in the 
platform or principles of the Republican party 
to support any such allegation. The very firat 
resolution in the R^abliean platform declares 
that the " rights of tlie Slates most and shall be 
preserved." No proof of any such intent on 
the part of the Republtcaii party has orever can 
be produced. All that gentlemen on the other 
side pretend to say in support of this baseless 
charge ia, that occasionally a man acting with the 
Republican party may have uttered a aentiment 
whieh by implication they say means the aboli- 
tion of Slavery in the States. -Oovcrnor Adams, 
of South Carolina, and a large number of southern 
gentlemen, backed np to a very respectable ex- 
tent byihe southern press — oil of whom sup- 
ported Mr. Buchanan and act with the Democratic 
party — openly advocate a revival of the foreign 
African slave trade; and yet southern gentlemen 
upon this floor *and elsewhere contend the Dem- 
ocratic porfy ought not to be made repofisible for 
this. Why are the aupporters of Mr. Buchanan 
so unwilling to accord to the aupporters of 
Colonel FrSmont the same justice tnej ask for 
themselves? Is it fair? Is it right? Isitjust? I 
appeal to southern gentlemen as honontole men 
to answer these questions. 

3. Another charge made against the people of 
the North by the President, Is a " long series of 
ageressive acts,"— "a^nst the constitutional 
•rights of nearly one halfof the thirty-one States. " 
This meana a war of " aggression " on the part 
of the sixteen free against the fifteen slave States 
of the Union; and the President confines these 
acts of aggression to the institution of ilavery 
existing in thf>se lost mentioned States. Strictly 



speaking, it is not a war upon the SoulA.butupon 
those interested in slave property in the South. 
It is an interesting inquiry to ascertain the num- 
ber of this class of persons, compared with the' 
whole South. 

The following table from the last census gives 
the whole number of slaveholders in the United 
States. 

Clettyuatton of SlmdioUen In iht Unittd Stales. 
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White population of stave Slates, 1890. . . : 6,933,41 8 

Blavehuldefs ■^IfiOO 

^sn-slavdioUers In riave Butes 5,874,893 

Only about one irvetUeenth port of the white 
population in the South have any property in 
slaves, and yei we scarcely ever hear a wora or 
a sentence from that quarter in behalf of almost 
six millions of other citizens. Who have not one 
farthing's pecuniary interest in the flesh and 
bones of enslaved Africans. Is there no other 
interest to be looked after in the South but sla- 
very ? One would be led to thia conclusion from 
the eternal hue and cry that is made to protect, 
spread, and perpetuate it. 

" Northern aggression !" Let us look a little 
at this " mad-dog" cry, and see hew it will com- 
pare with the great trudis of history. 

Sq. MflR. 

The ares of the United States, peac^ of 1763, was 82<t,680 

Louiaf ana purchus 899,&79 

Florida purchase OG.'JOO 

Teiaa eaneiaUon 31H,000 

Oreion treaty 308.053 

Treaty witbMexlco... f.. 5±2,95S 

Total a,tf3B,l«6 



Territory acquired line e 1783 3,115,480 

Bsilmated cost of acquired lerrilory (830^000,009 

From territory thus purehased there have been 
admitted jftffe ntw tUm 5(ateS| and one free State* 
as follows: 

Slate$. Sjuare mtle*. 

Loaf nana 41,946 

Missouri 19^ 

Arkansas aSM9B 

Florida 68,968 

Teiae...., 325,388 

Five slave States 543,869 

Cslifonda, one live State . . l&S,ge0 



Senaton. R^. 

• 7 

9 9 

9 1 

3 S 



10 
S 



18 
3 



Difference 387,489 



14 



We repeat, fVom territory purchased and p^d 
for out of the National Treasury, the slave newer 
has had added Jive slave States to one free Sflate — 
eight Senators and fourteen Representatives in 
Congress South to lioe Senators and two Repre- 
aentativcs North. 

But wl* pmd for this territory? From official 
documents, and other sources of information I 
have consulted, t find that fh>m 1791 to 1850 the 
revenue collected fVom customs is as follows: 

Whole amount or revenue coHeeted 91,I69JXI9,9S5 

Amonntorrevamie In free States.. 939,S9a,911 

Bipense oToollaeitai to ftva Btates 86,884,998 

Ket tarn paid Into ISvasury (torn A«e BUtes. . .#895,357,^5 

Amount of revenue In slave States 9937,076,a'>4 

EspeBM of collecting in slave States 17,363,393 

Net sums paid inia Tressory tKm slave States jpl9,7l3,W lL 
EicesH paid by free Stales 
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These fheta demonttnUe and prove that while 
the people of die North have tody had a eiiuie 
State added to their ntunber, to five added to uta 
South, out of territory purchased by the General 
Grovemment, they have furnished more than tkrte 
fbvrtha of the purchase-money pud for the whole. 
And all this is northern agression 1 

Since the adoption of the Federal Constitution , 
nine dave Stales have been added to the Union, 
eontainit^ 736,638 square nileB, and seren flree 
States, containing 448,356 square miles, leaTing 
the balance of 2^ ^72 square milA in favor of 
the South. Maine and Vennont were fbrmed by 
dividing old States. I nieht pursue this part of 
my subject much ftarther ny showing the enor- 
mous amounts paid out of the Treasury for local 
objects in the District of Columbia, the compar- 
BtiTe appropriations for the North and South, and 
the great excess of postage paid by the North; 
but IhaTe no time to do it. 

With the President, and many of his party, 
ererything that does not /sopr the insUtution of 
slaTeryis <* northern aegression." Ifthepeople 
of the free States thinlc or say that slavery is 
morally wrong — that it is not a Divine institution, 
and does not contribute to the wealth and pros^ 
perity of the country, '* northern agression" is 
trumpeted forth through the whole country. If 
the people of the North do not leave their peace- 
ful avocations and turn blood-hounds to hunt 
down and worry out the panting fugitive who is 
ninnitig for liberty and dear life, then comes the 
cry of " northern aggression," loud and long. 
And thirdly, to follow out the specifications of 
the President, in hts bill of indictment, if the 
teeming millions of the NcMth and South, whose 
labor is their ooly capital, exercise their consti- 
tutional rights m a constitutional maimer to 
prevent the spreqd of slavery over free territory, 
and the de^^radotion of free labor to that of slaves 
— 4heD again comes the old charge of " northern 
aggression." 

jinother charge against the Republican party, 
made by the President, is an *' attempt on their 
part, by a sectional o^antzation and movement, 
to usurp the control of the Qovemment of the 
ITnited States. " This is, indeed, a modest charge 
to be mode by the President of the United States 
agjuaat a million and a half of the free electors 
tnuiis couD^I To oi^^ixa * pwty upon the 
platfonn of Washineton, of Jemrson, and all 
the early fotbers of the Republic, is " sectional- 
ism;" and to exercise the ri^t of suffrage in a 
constitutional, legal manner, is a " usurpation !" 
The Republican party, which assembled at Phil- 
adelphia, in their call invited the people of aU the 
Slates to meet them in convention. It was in no 
■snse an invitation to the people of any particular 
section or locality. This call was responded to 
by gentlemen living in a portion of the slave 
States; and why was not a representation from 
■tt the slarebolatng StatespieMntinthaleoDven- 
tion? It was not because there arsno dtizeosin 
that part <^ the country who sympathize with us, 
and oeUeve in the doctrines of the Republican 
party, for we have abundant evidence against this 
hypothesis. 

Why was Mr. Underwood driven out of Yir- 
nnia, away from his own home and his own 
State, after having attended the Philadelphia Con- 
vention? Why was Professor Hedricb driven 
out of North Quvlina? The answer is at hand. 
It was because freedom of thbught, liberty of 
speech, and freedom of aetion* are not tolerated 
or allowed in the South. Diatingiushed gentle- 
men from the South visit the free States, and 

Eablidvand privately advocate their peculiar po- 
tical aoctrines; and they are treated courteously 
and kindly, and ore listened to respectfully; but 
let a northern man go into the South and preach 
the identical doctrines of Washington! of Jeffer- 
■on and Madison, be would be told to leave or 
subject himself to the merciless vengeance of a 
mob. With these facts before the world, staring 
almost every man in the face, we are tauntingly 
told that the Republican party it a " sectional*' 
oJgaoization. My own State, (Maine,) which 

Eve FrSmont about thirty thousand majority, 
d delegates in the Cincinnati Convention; and 
Vippose the Republieaos on their retnm had 
mobbed then} out of the State, and driven their 
ftmiUsB out sAair them; ^4 suppose the 



supporters of Mr. Buchsnan, when they carried 
their votes to the polls, had been told Uutt they 
could not deposit them, and their only personal 
safety depended on their flirht from the State; 
and then suppose we had added insult to injury 
by telling you that the Democratic party was 
" sectional.'^' This is no &ncy sketch; for Aeit 
very tMiufi, only viet verta^ have been acted out, 
not in Maine, but in Virginia. 

But in what kind of condition is the Demo- 
cratic party to talk to us about " sectionalism ?" 
The people of the South were exhort^ upon 
this noor and all over the conntry in the most 
earnest and impressive manner Ifk eome up to the 
support of Nchanon as emc sun. This was 
"nalMMoI." If a similar appeal was made by 
the Republican party to tbejieople of the North, 
that was ** sectional." Again, who elected Buch- 
anan President? L>et one of your own oigana, 
the New Orieans Delta of November 33, 1856, 
answer. That paper says: 

" Mr. Bucbuian nmsl remember that he U Oik Preaident 
of a Mctfen; that ho lisa beea etected bjr the Soutk; Uiat 
tb« Nonh contd afford Umoolr fiwr Statas; sad tbst Iw 
mim bs tine to hia poaltlon, or aa ansat ftUnre (tam Oe 
very iMgiimiiig." 

Your own witness,, more honest than many 
who testify in relation to this matter, says that 
Buchanan u President of a "scdioii,*' and that 
he was "elected by the SomA.*' Because the 
North gave a lai^ majority of her electoral votes 
to Colonel FrCmont, that made the party sup- 
portine him ** sectional;" and because the South 
cave Mr. Buchanan a large majority of her votes, 
that made his party *< national." What beauti- 
ful consistency there is between the preaching 
and practice of modem Demoeraeyf Let the 
country judge. 

5. Another eheu^ made by the Presidentagainst 
the Republican party is, that it is opposed to the 
"«oMsiUy t^Ou Stata." 
In speaking of the presidential election he saysi 

"Tha people have aaaarted tbeeenatltmhmBl aqvMtrof 
•och and all the Statea of. d>e Uoion aa Staiea." 

This idea of " Stale equality," about which we 
have recently heard so much, like scjuatter sov- 
ereignty, is a modem invention, and if its pater- 
nity can be traced back, its inventor deserves a 
Mtettt made perpetual. The Democratic party, 
like old Rip van Winkle, after a sleep of seventy 
years, seems to have waked up, and made the 
wonderful discovery that there is an inequality in 
the States, and that the southnn States are the 
suffering parties. It is not " bleeding Kansas," 
but the old story of the ■< bleeding ^uth." In 
order to settle this matter, it will be necessaiy to 
revert to fhcts, post up the books, and see bow 
the account attuids between tha North 'and the 
South. 

In the first place, under the Constitution, the 
South have a representation based upon properto, 
in allowing three fifths of all slaves to be counted. 
This right, which the North does not have, gives 
the South itMttly-fuc members upon this floor. ' 

la the Senate six milliona of whites in 
fifteen slave Stales have thuty Senators; thirteen 
milliona in sixteen free States have only thirty- 
two. In the House of Representatives six nuU 
lions South have ninety members, and thirteen 
millions North have one hundred and forty-four. 
The same ratio in the North as in the South 
would give the North one hundred and ninety-five 
members, a loss to the fjr«e States of Jf^-one. 

Take another view of this question of '* State 
inequality," as applied to the election of a Pres- 
ident. There are four sonthera StMes entitled to 
the samo* number of eloolonl votes with New 
Yorit. Here they are: 

Aidbnwni. IWmon. EUetor^ VoU. 

Loniaiua 90,370 18^73 8 

jUabana. *ifi37 SOJW 9 

Noftb t^SMlfaia 4S,7M 38,039 10 

Oeoriia. 56,417 «,339 10 

TWal .170,194 186,086 ^ 

AKftoMk FiaMM^,fVMMNt. £iK. you. 

NewToifc 196,314 Ut^M S»,44» 39 

Total'VOM of Ibar •oulMta Btatea. 

Total vote New Tntfc mfiOO 

Four southern States, with two hundred and 
ninety-six thousand two hundred and eighty 
votes, ar« entitled to as many electoral votes as 
one northern State, with more than dmtfe the 



number of votes, (five hundred and ninety-four 
thousand nine hundred and sixty.) Thus two 
hundred and ninety-six thousand tiro hundrfd 
and ei^ty voters in the South have as much 
power in deciding the presidential questioQ as 
five hundred and ninety-four thousand nine hun- 
dred and sixty in the North. 

Take another example. Tain five southern 
Stales that gave Buchanan twenty-«ight electoral 
votes, and five northern Statea that gave FrSmont 
twenty-eight electoral votes.- 
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Thus 200,34] voters in five Buchanan States 
have as much political power as 512,733 voters 
in the iutme number of frfinont States. In other 
words, tiM men in Uie South have as much power 
in deciding the presidential question aa Jive in the 
North How unjust to the South I What mon- 
strous State inequality ! 

But to another inquiry, have the South been 
unfairly dealt by in the distribution of the offices ? 
Let facts decide the question. 

From the official records I have preparedLthe 
following table, which shows how some or tbe 
principal offices have been divided between the 
two sections of the cotmtry, since the organiza- 
tion of the Oeneral Government to the present 
time: 

raon JiOad Ttm fiOti lHfftrt»€t 
Ofle m . /raatalBM ^^^^^1** *s^war*i 



FieaidaM of tha Halted 

ButoB 48 

PreaMmtoriha Sanste 

pro tonppra. . .•**.»■• flO 
SpeakeroTibe Hoaas of 

Repraaratatlvca. 43 

Secniarj oT Btaie 40 

Secreury of War 35 

Secretary of the Navy .« 30 

Attomaj aeaand <i 

Uhief Joaticaa Sbmom 
Coutt of tbe united 

Statea S5 

Aaaoclate Joatieea of the 
Snpreaie Cosit of the 
UnlMd Statea. 343 



ABre|ale. 
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ss 
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184 
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49 

IS 
13 
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17 



48 



50 
"«1 



The South, with its six millions, has had over 
OtneMki, and the North, with thirteen millions, 
less tlun ftwJifttf of the aggngti»tim» filled by 
the above important offices. 

The Supreme Court of the United Statea has 
now k majority from the slave States. 

In order to show how the South have been 
wronged in the distribution of tbe offices and 
places in the different Departments in Washing- 
ton, I have compiled fti>m the " Blue Book" the 
following table, ^ving the number of clerks and 
employes in cwui Department, and the sections of 
country from which they have been taken: 

State Depanment 30 l7 13 4 

Treasury Deparuneat.... ..445 865 160 123 

Interior Depanmenl MO 349 191 158 

War Department 84 64 30 44 

Navy Departmeot. SS 3S 13 fiS 

PoatOOee Departnent.... 90 47 43 4 

Att^OaneiaPallcpanaient. 6 5 1 4 

1,347 806 _44l 

Taking the ratio of population, which is a fair 
basis, out of the 1,947 persons employed in the 
different Departments at Washington, the free 
States an entitled to more than two thirds, while 
they have only about ont fonrtk. Here are the 
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Ho. or Reps. 



ar themselves of the jufltiu or reasonabknesa 
■f this ciy of " inequality of Statei" which ia 
:ow going up from ute South. 
I now call the attention of the House and 
ountry to th« maimer in which the "State 
quality" Democracy carry their mw dootriue 
ito pracUeal operatioD. 

Take the tan moat tmportant ■tanding eom- 
litleea in the Senate, where thia lame " State 
[jualtty " Democracy are in a majority, and have 
rerything in their own way^ «tM aee haw beau- 
fully they are arranged with reference to tffe 
equality of the Statea;'*" 

Ckairmim CkakmM DemttraU „ .... . 
CmhmIHmi. fiomfi«« fnmibuM tmi SoiUk 

* Btdm. aiatm. AnurieaM. 



oreign BriaHnai. 

inanca , 



ViiglDla, 



1 - 



ommorca Wtocoorin, 

lilttBrv AflUra CaliRtraia, - 6 

arat AfiUrs. floffda, 4 1 

on Office and PoM 

Koads - Texu, 4 fi 

ndian AfTain AiliaiHai, 6 

Ddiciary - B.CaroliiM, 6 

MrietofOolaBibta - MiMiMlK>*) ^ 
"■Rliartw. numto, -5 1 

"i "7 « "« 

Every slave State ia represented on the above 
ommitteea, while three of the sovereign States 
f thia Union, 10 wit: Maine, New Hampahire, 
nd Maaaachuaetts, who have six Senators upon 
iiat floor, are entirely diafranehiaed, and excluded 
-om all these important committeea. Of these tan 
ommitteea seven have chairmen fVom the South 
nd three from the North. Of the fifty-nine places 
pon these committees, thirty-aix are from the 
lave States and twenty-three from the free States, 
rirginia has her two Senators j^aeed at the head 
if the two most important committees in the Sen- 
.te, while old Moaaachuaetts is entirely kicked 
lut of the ring. This is illustrating the doctrine 
•f'equality of Statea*' with a vengeance. Then 
ook at the magnanimityt the boanoleas liberality 
if the " equality" party^of thia eoantry, in al- 
owing or permitting six RepuUieans out of fifty- 
line on these ten committees, to be placed at or 
lear the tail end of a portion of the same. 
But it is contended by southern politiciims, that 
iQless tbsy can carry their akves into the Terri- 
ories, and there hold them aa slaves, they are 
lot on terms of equality with the people of the 
ree States. I have no time to argue the eonsti- 
ntional qaeation herein involved, and it is not 
lecessary to an answer to this aaaumption. You 
;esire to carry yoar slaves into the common 
rerritories. Very well; the petiple of the North 
[0 not interfere with you in- doing that. Yon go 
nother step, and say you can legally hold them 
here aa slaves; but the quesdon immediately 
.rises, by what authority? And here soathern 
oen entirely disagree. oi»ne say slaves can be 
lolden in the Temtoriea by the operation of the 
yonititution; others contend (hattheyarehoiden 
n spUe of the ConstitaUon; while a third class 
arry the doctrine of State sovereignty to such 
xlremes that they carry the local laws of the 
icates into the Territories with them. 
Section two of article four of tha Constitution 
f the United States, which you so often c|uote 
remind northern men of tjteir constitutional 
uties, settles this whole thing against you. "No 
«raon held to service or labor in one State, under 
BK LAWB TBBHBor, escaping into anolber," Ac., 
kc. Here the Constitotion expreaily declares, 
bat "persons" (which soathern gentlenien eon- 
true to mean slaves) are held by virtue of State 
my and if you can carry your local laws ma 
if a State into other territory, then you need no 
' fugitive slave law" to reclaim your slavea; and 
bis section of the Constitution is not only unne- 
euary, but subatantially void. 
Slaveholders accuse the people of the North of 
. desire to exclude their slave property from the 
Territories, and call this " State inequuity;" and 
'et they would drive the free laborers of the North 
rom theTerritories,andfM:eiq»y themezelnmvely 
hemselves,and eallthis"8tateeqnaUty.'* Carry 
lavery into the Territories, and there give it a 
seal existence, and ■you drive out free while 
aoor~for the reasonuat slave labor ao degrades 
roe white tabor that the two cannot exist together, 
rhis attempt, on the part of tha Soath* to give 



slavery a legal protection in the Territoriea ia 
nothing less than an attempt to exclude the people 
qf thejne SltUtflrom thepiAlH dosMut, and usurp 
the common property of all the Statesi and dis* 
pose of the same for the excIaaiTe benefit of die 
slave power. 

6. Another charge of tha Prssident against the 
people of the ftM Stateti is the *' sfswry 
tion," which has followed the repeal of the filis- 
souri eompromiM. Speaking of the repealing of 
the restriction, he says: "Then followed the cry 
of dlom from the North against imputed southern 
encroachments." The history of human gov- 
ernments ia foil of just such examples. 

Looking over the "past, it will be seen that 
whenever an insulted people have resisted the 
usurpations of tyrants, they have always been 
met with the 07 of "Agitation!" Ishidlgtfinto 
no awnment to twore ttat the Prendent-hmiielf, 
and Uioae who were engisged irith bim in the 
repeal of the Miasonri compact, have been the 
direct cavte of all the slavery agitation that has 
existed in this country for the last two years. 
The whole thing sticks to him and his aiders and 
abettors like the leprosy of Naaman, and not all 
the waters that run upon the (hce of God 'a heritage 
can ever waah it out. The impartial hiftoriantaa 
he records the events of his administration, will 
write it down against himj and in the invisible 
future, like a spectml ghost, it will travel with 
him side by ude down ue tide of time, until both 
the man and his acts are blotted out fronv the 
memory of mankind. 

The Preaident, iti his UUwred ugument in 
favor of the repeal of the Missouri restriction, 
says: 

" CongraM leglalated npoa the mbjecl ia aach tenni as 
were moat conaonint witta the priociple of popular sover- 
alpitj whlcli nndeiliea oar Goverament.'* 

And then sabstantially avers that the people ap- 
proved the rep»1 and adopted the principle em- 
bodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill in the recent 
presidential eleetion. 

So. for from this being trae,lhe Democtktic 
party has no settled opinion as to the extent or 
limitation of the " pnnciple" of squatter sover- 
eignty; and its leading members are to-day at 
loggerheadfe all over the country as to what the 
section in the Nebradca bill means. Squatter 
sovereignty North^ is one thing, and squatter 
sovereignty South it quite another; and they are 
so diametrically opposed to each other that thej 
never can be made to harmonise. To place this 
matter right before the House and the country, I 
desire to read fttim several speeches made during 
the present ■esmon, by leading memben in the 
Democratic party , in wUch this question of pop- 
ular sovereignty is fully discussed. 1 will first 
quote certain extracts defining " squatter sover- 
eignty" So%Uk. 

An honorable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
JoNEaJ in a recent speech in the Senate, when 
speaking of the doctrine of si]Uatter Kvereignty, 
says: 

" f regretted, Mr. Preaident, that the Senator ftma Penn- 
■ylVanla, [Hr. Bwlcr,] who sddreaaed the Senate at 
length on Uiis inblect, tut it to be hia dutr 10 take up that 
qaeation and bring It hen, knowing, aa be matt liave 
known, tliu it la one aboot wUefa then la great df^rwHca." 

Another honor^le Senator, [Mr. Mason, of 
Vii^inia,] in aqteedi the present Masion, said: 

" The Kanaaa bill wna Inuaded to delegate to the oecit- 
panta oTtbe Territoriea whatever power Congreaapoaaeased 
over all aul^Jects of rightftil leglidationt bat of eoarae it 
oouM delegua no more; and wmd we denied that Con- 
graaa poaaeaaed any power to leaialata oa lbs •ab)«ct of 
slaveiT, we of eoutae denied that the Territorial Legfalaure 
could nave it, because Congress eoold not delegate what it 
did BOt poaaeaa." 

Another distinguished Senator, Tcx-Governor 
Baowx, of Missiasippi,] in an elaborate speech 
in the Senate a few days since, said: 

" In my optnioo, eqaatier eover ei mty la a mlaiKMBer, and 
tetritorial soverelgatjr a hnmbog. T undentand, air. what 
ia meant by State eovereigntr ; and in mj opinion tnen la 
no other kind of sovereifatr exiattsc ia thia 0000117. 
BqnstieT sovarSgntjr, tenitorinl aovere^ntf , and p^mlar 
sovcreigBty, (when applied to ttte Territoriea,) nil belcmg lo 
the aane catcfory, and they are all poUtteaf ahaanUtiea ia 
tny opinion." 

In this body, since the present session com- 
menced, a distinguished gentleman, [Colonel 
Orr, of South Carolina,] in defining his position, 
said: 

<'I smoM ofOoss wh»do not beiisve ia t^s doctrine oT 



Siouter sOTcrelptr- I do not btfieva that Oe Kaws 
Bbnakn Mil ea tnMl a lMw oriwecgalMssqns t waow f diBty 
within the Umlls orflMTsfTHateaorKanaai and NdMa^ 
aad the proiMB of reaamilng by wlifch I resell ibat resott 
is, lint I nee no aalhomy is tba CoasUwIra of ths UiriMd 
W s M i which aotborisas Congress to pane the Wllmot pro- 
vino or any antl-aUrefy reetnotiocw In the Tenitodea." 

An honorable member from Georgia, [Mr. 
CsAwrou,] in a lecent speech, said: 

" I bold it ta imponant that a Tetritorial Legialatare absO 
not exerdae a power which it both aq|a« and anconttita- 
tional. Tha only time at which nvcrtign pawer can be 
exodaed by the peopi B of a Tairilofy Is la llM ibmwilon of 
a State government, and at n» otter." 

Another honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. McMuLUN,] in a colloquy with Hon. H. 
Maxihall, of Kentucky, when speaking of the 
opiniona of Senator Maiow, of Virginia, said: 

" He and sveiy member from Vtigbrfa upon thia floor 
repadiate the doctrine of aqnatter aovmlgMy aa pttMnul- 
gaied by Geneial C*ia.>> 

I will now call attention to the definition of 
squatter sovereignty Mrth^ as given by two dis- 
tinguished Democrats at the present session, rep- 
resenting the northern wing of their puly. 

First,! will read a colloquy in the Senate, and 
call especial attention to the opiniona therein ex- 
pressed bv an honorable Senator from Pennayl- 
vania, [Mr. BiOLsa:] 

"Hr.WAnn. Doealir.BadanaalieUsve that the penple 
of a Territory, while la a tsnitorfsi static have the power 
to exclnde aaveiy I 

" Mr. BiaLsa. 1 cuunt anawer the Se aa ior as 10 Mr* 
Bncbaaan'a vlewa of the eonatltutional qaeaHdn. I dha 
give my own, if the Seanioria wlUlng tobear them. 

" Mr. Wads. Well, let ni have yoar opiafcrni, if yo« 
ptanae. 

*' Hr. BioLia. Tbore eaa be no dUtoreaee «r oplnloa 
aBtowhnttbeKanaaa-NebnakaUUaieBiM. Itsteimssra 
explicit. It confem upon the peopla oftts TsnUoijall 
the law-making power which Conrreaa pOMssas OMSr 
the Constltatfaw. If Um authority delegated be mfflciedt, 
the poe^ have a Inw-aiaklng power eqaai to nay qnea- 
tion. This la a point, however, aa to the meaning or the 
Conatltatloa of the United States. My eon«mo5on of 
that inittameateeftsiBly la of very tittle Inportnnce, bat 
BtUI I am wilttau to exprest it I am of optaioa that ttte 
people thnogti their local Legialatnre have that power. I 
arrive at this caaclitBkm, because I can aee bnttwoBoaiees 
of law-making poorer Ibr a Territory— the one, Congma ) 
and the other, tba people. I hold that, wtwn Congreaa has 
eooferred upon tbepeopleoraTenitoryal] the Inw-makflig 
poWCT wMA It bossbssb s ODdar Iho Oo a s th aiiOB, the powsr 
■ eoapisM ia tbs psopls,eissl 10 Ihsqagstlea of doousds 
tfawy, or aay other ratjeet.". 

An honorable gentlemen from Indiana, [Mr. 
Enoliih,] who is a leading member of tha Dem- 
ocratic party, in a late speech in this House, whea 
referring to the right of the people of a Terri- 
tory, through their Legislature, to legislate upon 
the question of slavery, says: 

I bold my pdsitiOB to be the comet OM,aat thaMople 
have the right to determine the queatkm, fiir tbs time muw, 
when they are organlxed into a territorial govemmsm?* 
• • ■ * "Tbiaqnesllon la witbin their eoami 
tma the time the oignnic act ia pnaae d and pot into opoa- 
tion." 

Democracy South denies that Congress, tmder 
the Constitution, has any paver lo knalata npoB 
the subject of slavery in tbe IVrritorws, and con- 
sequently cannot delegate a power it doea not 
itself possess to tbe people of a Territory. 

Democraty North admits that Congress has 
this power,-that it can confer it upon the people 
of a Territory, and that they throtigh their local 
Legialature can exerwae it. 

In the controversy now going on between tha ' 
Democratic and Republican parties upon thia 
question, the Democracy North admit awar Qieir 
whole case. They adroit the jHnpereonlenaed for 
by the RepuUicana; and the only remaining qnes- 
tion between them u one ttf expediency, wliether 
it shall be exerdsed by Congnss or tnnsfonred 
to the people of the Territories. 

But Democracy South la^ down the doctrine, 
that the CQnstitutmn,jinif»^«j|en,e^ 
into the Territories. Their position nsimntythisi 
that the Constitution operates to^rsteet ana kgtiBf 
slavery in all the Territoriea dunng thur teksw Mr> 
fitoritu exitteitee, and that the people are not only 
without power, but are abaolutely prevented by 
the Constitution from legislating', or otherwiaa 
protecting thems^ves against ila utrodoetion or 
exialeoeo. Every intelligent man known fbo 
" domeatic institnuonsofaTerritory are formed" 
long iefire the time when they form a constitution 
prepan^ry- to admission as a State. Hence tha 
people of a Territory, instead of being left " per- 
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upon th<>m, with do powert on tlMir put, to re- 
sist, until ii is too late to mako rewatonee of any 
pnuuical benefit. 

Northern Democrats pnuh " «}uatier aoTer- 
eigntT"with an apparent ihofroffaimeM: aouth- 
.ern Democrats bold up tbe ahadov, but seoat at 
the substejioe. There Uone thing certiun, this 
loueraJble humbug bas had ita HAy "^^^ 
•ioD has been practiced tqioa the peofde ta the 
ft«e States for tha last time. Northern Demo- 
cnts will hereafter be compelled by the South 
totally and nnqoalifiedly to abandon the doctrine 
of popular soTereigoty — their only practical 
weapon of defense in the free States. 7%ey witi 
yield, at they ofinqfi hmve dona ; and this surrender 
will be an end of the old Democratic party in 
every free State in the Union. 

8. I shall have time only to notice very briefly 
one other charge made by the President against 
the Nordi and the Republican party. In epeak- 
ing of the tronUes in Kansas, ne sasrs: 

" But tbe difflcuJUm la that Torriiory ba*e been cnnv- 
anntlj' exaneniMl flir piapoMs of politieel eglurioii elae- 
wttvra. Tb« uember end cnvitror Ibe sets of Tiateoee 
bave been macDilted penljr Dy ■Utemrais entirely untrue, 
end partly by reitenud aecounu of the midq riiioon or 

This is a dignified imputation fl-om the Chief 
.-Magisttaie of a jgreat nation, but it does not 
attain to the dignity of originality. It is a pla- 
giarism — an idea caught up oy the President from 
uke "hnstinga," the stump, and the barbecue, 
without giving due credit for its authorship — a 
rehash of an old vorn-out, exploded philippic, 
almost everywhere made by the supporten of 
Mr. Buchanan in the late canvass. 

The President saya the Kansas troubles have 
been " eztrovoganilvmaeaified," and then chaises 
the people of the North with direct falsehood — 
and that these falsehoods have been " reiterated" 
over and again, and all for political effect. No 
wonder the Presidsnt labors long and hard in 
this part of his message to conceu his ewngwit 
in relation to the infamous and damnable wrongs 
and outrages that have been committed against 
liie free-Sute men of Kausaa witfain the two last 
years. What would be not give to blot out from 
the history of his Administration that "Uoody 
pi|p"which will go down to posterity a burning 
diiwrace upon the American name— a *' hissing 
and a by-word" in the moulbs of all who hate 
THir free institutions? 

Sir, it is too late for the President to ttirn 
special pleader, and underlabe to deny the facts 
by technical shifts. The President, and not the 
people, has already been tried upon the main 
issue, and pronounced guilty; butifitwere other- 
wise he is *'eBtopped"byhisownacts. The fields 
of Kansas are still red with the blood of its cit- 
izens, murdered by the minions of his Adminis- 
tration under the color of law. Her buildings 
have been fired and burnt to the ground under 
the mockery of judici^ authority. Herterritory 
lias been invaded by armed mobsiand the " Goths 
and Vandals" of tlu nineteenth oeniury have 
usoiped by b^ute force the elective rights of her 
citizens. Her public rivers, nature's great high- 
ways, have been for months blocked up by rob- 
bers and highwaymen, who have killed, plun- 
dered, and robbed peaceable and quiet ciuzens 
passing down their waten, hunting them down 
fik'e dogs in the streets. Citizens of Kansas, for 
the enormous crime of defending their lives, the 
jivee of their wives and children from rapine and 
murder, have been seized by the paid tools of 
this Administration, draped into ietid cells, and 
even left to sicken and ue amid the pestilential 
vaporsof their loathsome dungeons. J^ws that 
would have disgraced the darkest dayn the dark- 
est age that ever had an existence since the light 
of civilization first dawned upon the footstool of 
the Almighty, have been forced upon the people 
of Kansas by this Administration. " Extrava- 
gantly exaggerated?" I call to the stand Qov- 
ernor Qeary, one of the President's own wit- 
nesses, and will let him answer this unjust ar- 
Aigoment of the people of the North . In a letter 
to the " Pennsylvania Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge Club," dated JLceompton, November 37, 
l<<Ui, and published in the Washington Union ' 
of Eiecember 13, be says: 

" WtMD I aoapptcdoiy preMiitpo?>ttiuii the wbulc country 
wo* ceovuldud by scenes deUy «mcM in Kanasa, aai many 



food men looked on witb apprelienaioni for ibe safety of 
theUnton." « * • "The bitlemew of ftellBf 
upODinyadventlierawsagivaier Iban I hadaotfelpaced,or 
tan ba Imagiwd by person* not wltQessing it. Both paiiiea 
tasd prepved for tcwr, and were actually marcbic^ to oieet 
pach other iu rVatrieidal ■trlfh, each resolved upon the «»- 
f«niilna((im q/" M< olAer OS the only hope of pesee, 

" 1 w il I not reeomit tbs Aerrera sad oMrsRSt ooauBitlsd f n 
the past up«dilB soil; wy ktarl riatoii mt tkt ww l sw f Is- 

Sir, the wrongs done the people of Ka)isas, 
instead of having been "exaggerated*" never 
have been half told. 

The special pleading of the President, that he 
has not been reyonsible for these wtoogs, will 
not avail him. What are the facts? When Gov- 
ernor Reader undertook to administer the govern- 
ment with eqoal (aimess to all partieit the slave 
power demanded his remor^, and the President 
yielded and removed him, and Wilson Shannon 
was appointed in his place. During the whole 
time that he occupied that position, dnl loor 
reigned in Kansas, everj day threatening to in- 
volve the whole nation in the same bloody strife. 

Governor Geary confirma this, when he says: 

" Both panieswere actually marching to meet eactt ntbes' 
In Ihuricidal strife, each resolved upon the utter exieim- 
ination of lbs other a* the onJy hofa of peace." 

It was not only " war," but the most horrible 
of all wars — a war of " utter extermination." 
With these tragic scenes passing:.. before him, 
threatening the very existence of the Union, the 
President retained Shannon in office month after 
mo>ith, nor did he remove him until compelled 
by the friends of Mr. Buchanan to save him and 
hisparty fiom irretrievable political ruin. 

Why were Lecompte and Donelson kept in 
office until the President was put in an extremity 
by Governor Geary, and obliged to listen to his 
wishes in ridding the people of from 
their bkpody misrole ? 

Sir, these things have not been done in a comer. 
The eagle eyes of the whole American people 
have been upon them. The blood of the mur- 
dered citizens of Kanras *' cries from the ground" 
against this national Administration, while their 
spectral ghosts rise up from their gnires, point to 
the President, and in the low murmurings of the 
dead declare, "Thou art tAc man," , 

A word as to the allusions ofthe President with 
reference to the defeat of the Republican party, 
and I have done. If the President supposes the 
Jlepublican party dead, he is greatly mistaken. 
Senator Brown, of Mississippi, in his speech in 
the Senate, to which I have before reftrred, when 
speaking of this party, aaid: 

" We cannot dose our e^es to the lldit that is befbte us. 
We have seen this pariy nse from s litUe, despised band, 
and grow stronger and stronger, until it marches in tri- 
umpa thraogb iwelva northern States, and 1* deftsted In 
the remain inf {bur by a vote so close as to make our vlc- 
lory over It alinost a defeat.'* 

The Republican party was not founded for a 
single campaign. Its mission is to bring back the 
Federal Government to the principles and policy 
of the enrlj fathera. Although it is scarcely a 
year since it was formally organized, iu princi- 
ple* to-day are in the ascendency in a ma|ority of 
the States of this Union. It has taken its posi- 
tion, and its opponents may as well underatand 
now, as hereatler, that it takes no badeward 
Item. 

, These thirty-one States contain one million four 
hundred and sixty-four thousand one huiidred 
andfive square miles,and the Territories without 
these States contain one million four hundred and 
seventy -two thousand and sixty-five — a territory 
Iai%er than all the States put tt^ther. 

Whether these vast Territories shall hereafter 
be the abodes of the freeorthe enslaved; whether 
the woodman's ax shall break the solitudes of . 
the forest in the hands of nature's nobleman, the 
free tabtrrer, or-be plied by the degraded African, 
are questions of no ordinary magnitude and im- 
portance. This great question, the exlention qf 
ttmery into free terriiory, has been raised by the 
South, and it will be manfully met by the North. 
Yes, gentlemen of the South, we meet you with 
a bold Q-ont upon this great battle-ground. Our 
fathera toiled on through the perils and conflicts 
of the Revolution to make this land a home for 
the fret. They bequeathed to us the grand princi- 
ples of /tbertu, so vividly portrayed in the Decla- 
ration of Inaependence aijd the Constitution of 
our common country. We loiU revere their 
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memories — we witi listen to their voices cominc 
up from their shadowy graves from a thousand 
battle-fields: '* My sons scorn to be slaves. " 



PRESIDENT'S BfEsSAOE-SLATERT auesnCQf . 

SPEECH OF HON. H. D. SCOTT, 

or INDIAKA, 

Ik thb Heim or RBruiutAnvEs, 

.JsmMTf S7, 1857. 

ns Boon bsllg tai tte CenMalnss of iha Wketo OB As 
sais of the Uahm, 

Mr. SCOTT said: 

Mr. Cbairhan: The extraordinary view taken 
by the President in his annual commnnication to 
this House, of the past acts of those opposed to 
his policy in territorial mattcn, is so unjust to 
large numben of my constitueitU that I cannot, 
consistently with my sense of duty, allow Uie 
present, though not a favorable opportunity, to 
pass without at least putting a denialof its correct- 
ness, so far as they are concenwd, upon record. 
In all my intercourse with those I repreaeat, I 
have never foijnd any warrant for the following 
paragraph of this message: 

" A question which is one of (be most diOlcDlt of all 
the proltleas of social InstEtaiions, political •eonomy, and 
sMMsnansUp, they treat with unwasostBg latampemnce 
of iboufbt ud lansua«e. Extremes beget enrunes. Vie- 
lent attack from the North finds Its ioEVitable consequrnce 
in the growth of a spirit of angry deBance at the Soadi. 
Hius, in the prorresa of evema. we had reached thai con- 
summaUoo wbldn tlw voice of die people bas aawao psiat- 
edly reboksd, of the sueinpt of a portion of fba Sutti, If 
t sectional oifBolEailon ana movement, to naorp ibe ccMnI 
of the Government of ths United States." 

Without consenting to the correctness of his 
conclusion, I am free to admit that the natural 
effect of the questions presented (o the American 
people in the late canvass )ias tended, in a greater 
or fess degree, to divide public opinion according 
to the interest of the parties, which interest, to 
all outward appearance, has been detenoined 
more by locality than all other controlling inflp- 
encee combined; and it is remarkable that this 
interest, as manifested by the different localities, 
should be construed into tat unworthy apd an 
unpatriotic motive in one class of men^nly, when 
the reasoning isjiist as applicable to each of the 
other classes. The simple, naked issue, stripped 
of all incumbrance, was, whether there should 
be a policy continued which would tend directly 
to the formation of slave Stales out of our (em- 
tory heretofore considered free — on issue forced 
upon the people by a breach of official faith, 
which reversed the policy of the Government. 
Who cannot see that when such a question, 
under such circumstances, is tlirown before the 
American people, the result must be that every 
sentiment, resulting from education, from pride, 
from interest, and even from religious duty, 
necessarily compels men to struggle for the suc- 
cess ofthe interest and principle wtiich* all things 
combining, force 'upon their conviction as the | 
interest of the whole country, and their patriotic ' 
duty. 

The fact that those possessed of a particular 
sentiment reside in but one part of a Government 
of such ample geographical limiu, is not in itself 
sufficient to warrant the belief that the policy they 
desire is wholly wrong, or that their motives are 
unpatriotic. Neither will it do to conclude, that 
because a sufficient number of men can be found 
whoare willing to stifle the convictions of" cow- 
ard conscience|"ttnd meet in convention as the 
representatives of all sections of country, the 
persons who adopt antagonistic opinions and 
principles, though less in numbere, are for thai 
reason devoid of a sense of patriotic duly; for 
all th^ civilized world has not yet become fully 
convinced that even the Democratic party of this 
country may not, by some possibility, commit a 
slight tnistaKe,'even in conventions. Conventions 
are the exponents of the opinions of a majority 
of the persona assembled^ generally the political 
guide-posts of the party. These delegates rep- 
resent themselves too often; and the prospect 
of success, witb iU inddenis, can hardly fail to 
command the attendance of any number of such 
disinterested patriots. The auer struggle is lo 
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ciana. If the people do bo, it i« a great triumph 
of the politicians of one school over tbose^ of 
anoiher. These conventions are greats grbWine, 
and intolerable nuisances, and do more towards 
maflufacturing, confounding, and distraetidgpub- 
tic opinion, than all the passionate zeal unnssoei- 
ated nnmbera could command. ' 

Neither!* this conclusion of the measaeea safe 
one, unlesa it is aimed at the party of M^iich the 
President himself is a member, as well as at other 
parties; for thei'e is no unity of sentiment in this 
party, except upon one point; which is, thatwhen 
the people of a Territory form a eonsiitution pre- 
paratory to their admission into the Vnioii, Utey 
may make a oonsUtulion, and be admitted ipitiL 

' or without abVeiy, as they shall itee fit. This-ia 
the only point of tiie disturbing question In the 
Cincinnati plaffonft. Tt oannot certainly be upon 
this pointthat so much of aggression ana calamity 

' are apprehended, as to warrant the grave chai^ 

' in the messajge, for 1 understand the Republican 
paHy'in Indiana assumed the same position — at 

' feast conceded it. ' 

rfow, it seems, this convention, either desiring 
to avoid die isiiue'pressingupon the public atten- 

' tion, or being unable to harmvnize its own ineon* 
frrnous elements, presents a conceded point as its 
main proposition, and Iraveseaeh locality- to take 
such view of the pressing and vital question as 
will best insure success. And now that the party 
has fought the battlex of the last campaig;n in the 
North upon grounds directly aniagonisuc to the 
principles upon which it was fought in the South, 
and hai only harmonized upon a conceded point; 
and since the party in the North has maintained 
that their policy would produce precisely the same 
results as that of the Republican party — to wit: 
would make all 'States to be formed out of the 
Territories free beyond doubt — I cannot discover 
where lies the gresttcrime of the Opposition. 

But the President has sought to complicate this 
matter by assigning a motive to the Opposition 
that the open, plain transaction will not warrant. 
He charges the Opposition with a desire to act 
aggressively against the institutions of the South, 
or, in plain words, to abolish slavery in the States. 
Now, if this proposition is trae and can be deduced 
from the acts of those maintaining the policy 
which tends to the formaiion of free States, then 
it must* alto follow that those maiDtaininc.llie 
policy tending to the formation of slave Stales 
desire to eatabliah it in the IVee States. If vnt 
desires to abolish slavery, then the other desires 
to abolish freedom. Any other view of the sub- 
ject will moke one half of the American people, 
according to the niessage, traitors, and the otner 
half honest, Conutiiution-loving citizens. This 
Pharisaical sort of goodness I am not an admirer 
of, for the reason that one man with another, 
taken indiscriminately throughout the country, 
is about as hone^, morally.and politically, as his 
neighbor, however much they mar differ in pol- 
itics or religion. But I neither belisTe the atate- 
ment of the President, nof the converse of hiri 
proposition. One fact that impels me to thi< con- 
clusion is, that, daring the past Congress, this 
charge of a desire to interfere with slavery in the 
States was fblly disclaimed by my constituents; 
and I am informed th%t such was the ground taken 
in all the States. Every one upon this floor knows 
that this desire here has been fully disclaimed ; and 
the fact cited by the President, of Abolition peti- 
tions in timespostpreiientedtoCoogress, does not 
bring the charge within the reasonable compass 
ofprob^ility,thatthe opponents of hit tenitorial 

■policy is the old Abolition partyin a newfbrm — 
for that is really the purport of his statemenU»4iny 
more than it proves the Democintlc party to be 
the old Pederalparty revamped, because they have 
elected a man President in 1856 who was once 
an open and avowed Federalist. Antecedents are 
sometimes disagreeable things; but it only proves 
that the Aiture is not ahravs saftly determined 
while the'lubject is in the onrysalis state. 

The northern people as a whole are not yet so 
impressed with their responsibility in connection 
with this peculiar'tnstibition, as to be willing to 
wrench fVom their solid fonnaations the pillar* of 
Government Samson-tike, to destroy the evil, 
and iu promoters, and themselves, for either 
malfte, madness, or philanthropy's soke. These 
unendijig nuspidofM «gaiMt itorUiem people of 



a desire to destroy slavery in the States, impress 
one with the belief, that the institution where it 
exists is believed to be wrong,and ouerht in jnaliee 
to be destroyed. If the institution la so reason- i 
able — BO natural n condition to society, so divine I 
in its origin, so humane tn all its influences, why j 
torture every movement into a desire to destroy ' 
so great a blessing ? Surely there is not so mueli j ' 
malice in northern minds as to warrant all this 1 
suspicion! But if it is in itself wrong, and its j 
promoters are impressed with the belief, and like 
those guilty of great crime who see retributive 
justice in every unfamiliar form — the promoters 
conaEanOy fitting imaginary foes, nowsee in this 
ihovement another Daniel come tojudf^ment , then 
l oan tinderaland the reasoning of the President-, 
and if it is flattering to those it is intended to fitvor, 
they have less penetpition than I give them credit 
for. The truth isithesesuspicionsare unfounded. 
The people of the North are impressed with the 
belief that the institution is not only a powerful 
element, but also a dangerous eleaieot,in society. 
They believe it both morally and politically 
wrong, but do not feel that they are responsible 
for its existence in the States; but'they do feel 
that they would be responsiUe if they did not use 
every constitutional and moral effort consiatent 
with the Constitution to prevent its extension into 
territory under the control of the General Gov- 
ernment wliere it does not now rightfully exist. 
This is no surface-sentiment, aa time will show. 
I venture the assertion that, if it were put to vote 
to-day, OS a naked issue, whether the southern 
Statiis should at once -abolish slavery, free all in 
their ignorance, their vidlbs, unprepared, unpro- 
vided — as they would be if forcibly released — 
nine tenths of all northern people would vote 
a^nst it. As long as the South is willing to 
live upon this mine, which may explode to their 
deslmctiOQ and our great injury , and at the same 
time be responsible to God for its willing contin- 
uance, so long will the North shield itself behind 
the constitutional barrier that prevents interfer- 
enee. We neither desire this population, nor to 
shore in the responsibility of keeping it in its 
present condition; nor. do we desire a change in 
the constitutional provision, fearing tbst any 
change would be fbr the worse; hence the odium 
that attaches to all who seek to make the change. 
We have an impression — but we do not know 
when or how— these people will wreatthamselves 
fkvmtbe grasp.of the (^masters; but the visit 
of AIbyIc, with hosts of barbarians, to the degen- 
erate Romans, was more welcome than the inun- 
dation of this pauper-host would be to us. And 
we pray doily that when the exodus shall happen , 

■ we may not be the Philistines against whom the 
modern Moses shall hurl his starving columns. , 
It will hardly do, therefore, to charge us wijh 
a desire to interfere with the institution in the 
States, ^hen we only resist its c^ctensioo into 
free territory, and refuse it new fields in which 
it can grow and expand. Wiien the States seek to 
relie'te themselves of slavery in a practical way, 
they will have our sympathy, and liberal con- 

I tributions from our means; they will findua ready 
and willing allies. No sacrifice wilt be thought 
too great to remove from the land the only thine 

i that seems to interrupt that harmony so essential 
to national aqd individual peace ana prosperity. 
Bat when it is sought to extend eril — to enlarge 
the area of trouble, whether for temporary relief 
or for profit, for ease, for power, for any purpose 
yet apparent, we say no; we are determined, re- 
solved, that we cannot, will not, consent to it. 
This we understand to be both our duty and right, 
independent of any question of interest; if upon 
no other, at least upon the principle of self-defense, 
to shield ourselves and our posterity fVom the 
scourge of offended nature and unnatural society. 
If there is anything in all this that interferes with 
slavery in the States, then'the owa8age,in this 
particular, is just, and we must learn our rights 
and duties over again. 

The message seeks still further to complicate 
the issue, by endeavoring to cast upon the Oppo- 
sition the odiam attachingto persons and States, 
who have seemed reailesB under the operations of 
the fbgitive slave law, referring to thelast amend- 

Iment as a sort of breakwater, and strongly insin- 
nating that Uie enemies of the Constitution have 
moda common cause in a fmh assault upon it, 
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by opposing the new theory attempted to be fas- 
tenea upon the country in territorial policy by 
his administration. It is very evident that thia 

girt of the message is a tub thrown totbawhale. 
Ltt since the subject is introduced as a part of an 
official document that makes the motives of aU 
men evil, who will not permit the power to crush 
them without flinching, like a true heathen that 

frostrates his body before the car of Juggernaut, 
see no reason why the opportunity should not . 
be embraced to make some comment that might, 
under other circumstances, be inappropriate. A 
strange sentiment seems in some pnrts to be prev- 
alent, to the effect that all laws aiding and pro- 
tecting the peculiar institution mast be referred 
to in whispers, or the Union will be in dangeV. 
So with the fugitive slave law, if any one says 
the provisions of the law are notprecisclycorrect, 
the IJnion is in peril sfain; snd the effect is like 
that of the shepherd boy in the fable, that cried 
"wolf!" for fun so frequently, that at last ho 
not believed when the wolf actually came. 
And it is right hard now to tell whether the Pres- 
ident is crying "wolf!" for the benefit of his 

Earty*or whether there is rieally any danger. 
Ut one thing must be evident, that we have not 
arrived at that point of perfection when it can be 
said that any law of Congress is so perfect in its 
terms and its effects, that it is not ever after to 
be made the subject of modification or amend- 
ment. And it it is still more apparent, that the 
present fugitive slave taw has not that merit 
of perfection. The constitutional provisions, 
whether morally right or wro^g, must be- main- 
tained : its policy and justice have passed beyond 
our control, so far as all matters of legislation are> 
concerned; and I could well understand on ar^- 
ment which should lay down as a proposition 
that its maintenance is esaential to the preserva- 
tion of the Union; and I can see plainly that it 
illy becomes us to seek to avoid by I^slatiou 
that which we have given our sanction to in the 
most solemn mannerin a constitutional guarantee. 
The law for the enforcement of the provision 
ought to tie such as will not make the constitu- 
tional provision a mockery; neither should it bo 
such as to entirely disregard the fact, that fbgi- 
tives may by possibility be citizens of a sove> 
reign State, for it is by no means certain that 
everyone claimed as a fugitive is sctuolly a chat- 
tel. The Slats* of this Union have undoubtedly 
the right to admit to citizenship all persona they 
please without regard to color. I admit that this 
would not discharge the service due, but it might 
give the person claimed as a fVtgitivecertain rigTiis 
that have been held of some valtie up to the'pres- 
enttiine, which the accident of «»nplexion would 
not wholly permit even Congress to disregard — 
such as having the question of his debt of service 
tried by a jary of the citizens where he inhabits. 
When, therefore, Congress makes a law thai re- 
fuses to recognize the rights of the person admit- 
ted to citizenship in certain Stties, and suspends 
the privileges of the writ of habws corpus and 
the trial by jury, without any warrant of consti- 
tutional autfaonty, and the act is set down as an 
ultimatum in legislation on the subject, it is a nice 
question to determine which Is the most liable to 
just censure, the General Government or the State 
that seeks to break the force of the law by it* 
own enactments. 

But the great absurdity of the^ing ts thot there 
is to be no redress, however glarine the error may 
be, because certain persona nave determined that 
this law is the hinge upon which turns all the 
future of this great nation. I cannot quite bring 
myself to that conclusion. The difliculty seems 
to be, that an opinion prevails in some sections 
that if this species of property is subjected to the 
ordinary tests of other property, that the' binding 
force of the constitutional obligation is so weak 
in the free State* that the fbrce of the-provlHon 
would be destroyed. I think this fa a mistake. 
The present condition of public opinion is a con- 
sequence in some degree of the unnatural prtrvinion 
of the law. It is impossible in this enlightened 
age of the world to trample upon the personnl 
nghts of any class of persona without producing* 
as a necessary consequence, a sympathy propor- 
tionate to the oppression. Whether we are any 
wiserormore humane than people of former lime* 
ii not a matter to be queetioiufK. we think *ft, and 
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that is proof enough; and when it is propoBed to 
deprive a class of persooi of all pohtical rights 
because loaie heathen nation did, the areument 
does not amount to much praetically. We have 
attempted to aeevre a copyright for our diseovery 
in matten of puvooal liber^, and cannot afford to 
permit thvinooTotione and precedent* attempted 
to be made and drawn from conditions of eociety 
that have withoat exceplioD terminated fatally. 
Perhape we may flul, too, but it ia worth trying 
a little longer; and I woold suggest as the most 
eff^toal way of restoring pubhc opinion to that 
tme constitutional baaia, we lemoTal of all cause 
of compliant, by affording the most ample means 
of detenniniag the justness of each claim. If the 
minds of all persona could reat satisfied that there 
was ample opportunity, as much so as in other 
caoaes anbmitted to coorts for the determination 
of the righu of persona daioaed as owing serriee, 
the noise and exutement so coOimon would soon 
cease. Such a provision would at first in all prob- 
ability ^ord some ground of complaint on' the 
part of persona claiming fagitiTes, but it could not 
long be BO; for there is that in the mindft of the 
people in the fVee Scales which makes tegislation 
that proMeds legitimately and fairlv from a consti- 
tutional provision and affords ample yrotection to 
rights or those affected, respect and uphold such 
legislation. Power with jostice appouls to their 
patriotism; bnt force without Justice makes men 
mad, and reaislance is the natural result; for it is 
contrary to the principles of republican govem- 
ment. SofiirastheStatelinpartrepresentiacon- 
cemed , its lews show that the people have no par- 
ticular ay m pa thy for the African race. Ourpeople 
have said practically, they do not desire their set- 
tlement within the State. But notwithstanding all 
this, whether from a want of knowledge of the 
practical benefits of slavery, or from othercansea, 
we cannot help associating common freedom with 
humanity; and even among our people, when 
Uieaeperaons we deure to keep from the State are 
seiaed aa the property of some unknown owner, 
and speedily hurriea wiUiout our iuriadictioo, 
with iesB formality than is reauired to become 
possessed of stray animals, all our notiona of 
common right are ufwet. How can we be satis- 
fied under the unuenal and strange proceeding, 
BO different from orduiary eases where men are 
seized fior debt or crime, where the result must be 
determined in open court before a jury, that these 
persons snatched away are not the victims of the 
cupidity of some merciless scoundrel who would 
enrich nimself at the price of the liberty of a five 
buiAan being, African though he may be? The 
poor, the ignorant, the nnfortunate are entitled to 
justice. Qod defend ns, when the most insig- 
nificant of our species shall appeal to an Amen- 
can community for common justice, and be denied 
on account of the color of his akin ! 

The strength of this Qovemment is not alone 
in the number of its Boldiera — its ataiidsof arms, 
ita forts, its arsenals, its navy, its great wealth, 
powerful as all may seem combined; but its prin- 
ciple, its mightieat power, is in ita willingness aa 
well as ability to do eipial and exact justice to 
everyhomanbeingwithin its jurisdiction. When- 
ever justice is made subservieot to interest- 
whenever the strong and the mercentuy ean^rey 
upon the weak and unfortunate with iqipunity — 
that moment we change our destiny mm that of 
unsullied lame and length of years to the doubtful 
condition of dedining greats ess, and oar time is 
limited by the distance only we have to foil. 

So far as this law is concerned, we desire noth- 
ing but what shall be efficient to those for whose 
benefit it is intended, and, at the same time, suffi- 
ciently satisfactory in its operations to prevent 
the disturbance of^ our peace by the too frequent 
■o^Hdona ofiDjusticei which have sown the seeds 
of popalar tnmult, and give promise of too bounti- 
ful a harvest of trouble . We have made no con- 
troversy upon this subject, and deaire to make 
nooa. In all the excitement of the past canvass 
it was Bcareely alluded to; and I am now simply 
availing myself of the opportunity afforded by 
the message to mention the view taken of the law, 
and those directly interested can take their own 
course, if they desire to make such improvement 
aa will tend to their as well as our interest. We 
have the authority of thia message that no law is 
entitled to that aaneUty whkh demaads perpetoal 



obligation. We took thia law aa a part of the 
compromise of 1650: we took this compromise as 
a whole, and as agnarantee of the inviolability of 
those which had preceded it: we weighed the good 
with the bad in an even balance, and were silent 
for peace aake. We were told that the settlement 
of 1850 waa a final settlement— an end of the con- 
troversy; that the question was forever with- 
drawn flrom these halls; that Territories were 
fixed by human and divine laws. This we could 
very readily understand and appreciate. We 
knew that if this was an end of the controversy, 
that north of 360 30" we were amply protected in 
the Territories, and would continue to be if the 
question waa kept out of Congress — for nothing 
else could repeal the Missouri compromise. 

But when this question was brought back again 
into these Halls, simply,as'was asserted, to take 
it out fir ever, again the financiering was too com- 
plicated for our plain understanding, even though 
the bill by whicn it was done profbwed to give an 
explanauon of its own intent — an explanation 
which makes our coiifuaion. more confounded. 
We can utideratand that the compromise that 
secured free States in all the Territory north of 
360 30' has been repealed; we see that slaves are 
being held in the territory north of that line, and 
that a struggle is being made to make slave States 
north of tmt line, with somejirospect of success. 
All this ve can see is in violation of that pretended 
•ettlement. Theaealeawhiehoncepoiaedequally, 
do so now no longer:. that which bore the good 
to ul now kicks tne beam. The motive wnich 
prompted us to acquiesce in the details of a law, 
which upon ita face questioned our honesty, re- 
mains no longer. Tiia main consideration has 
been wrested from us in a way not at all agree- 
able. 

At amoment when no one anticipated it— when 
all the differences upon idl the exciting questions 
seemed settled, if not altogctfier eatismctorily, as 
nearly as could be supposed — when we were just 
entenng upon the long-desired repose so essen- 
tial to the full development of our agricultural, 
mechanical, manufacturing, and commercial in- 
terests — when all bitternesa was banished from the 
forum and the press, and the line of division in 
parties seemed about obliterated, and the day of 
good foeling waa again dawnii^ upon ua^— at thia 
moment of derirabXa peace, Uiis maident ujd the 
leadere of his party, who now chai^, and approve 
thechaige of an unworthyand unpatriotic motive 
a^nst US Oppoaition, seized upon the occasion 
without eonaaltation with, and against the will of 
the people, and with ansanctifiednands smote the 
sealed fountain of bitter waters, and forth again 
gushed that turbid stream which has flown from 
the capital to the extremities of the nation. In 
the place of oor peace and quiet, we have wave 
after wave of discord lifted into being and lushed 
into fury by terrible lempesia of paaaioa. The 
forum is again a pifce of^ fierce conflict, and the 
press teems with bitterness; even official commu- 
nications are but the matured efforts of partisan 
atrat^y — the cool, deliberate fire, at a dead rest, 
intended to destroy in the public, historic record 
of the adversary, the little hope of future fame 
the unofficial record may leave unblemished. 

While 1 do not for one moment contend that, 
because the Presidentand his associates have done 
wrong, it is any excuse, for my constituents if 
they nave done anythioe wrong, which I most 
emphatically deny — yet I do inatat that, if any- 
thing improper shall follow thia breach of party 
and official confidence, the consequence of the 
act is not alone to be held up to view, as the 
crimind part of the transaction, for the reason 
that consequences may be unavoidable, but causes 
depending upon voluntary action are never un- 
avoidable. This compromise jnight have been 
left where the authors leA it, as the people de- 
sired it; but the indignation and excitement which 
fdlowed the repeal were a Jiecessary consequence 
that no human power could control. The motive, 
therefore, asonbed ' to my eonatitoents in thia 
message, if such a motive exists, rather attaches 
to the cause than to the consequence of the act; 
for motive precedes voluntary action, and cannot 
precede involuntary action. If there is, then, anv 
unjust motive in the tranaaction, it must reat with 
the originators of the diflicutty. Irthe President 
haa menUoned the true one, I am content, if he 



fib. or Reps. 



is, that he should father his own bantling. It 
is not my purpose now to make, an argument in 
defense of the Missouri compromise. I will, 
however, refer to two facts which will satisfy any 
one, that whatever may be the opinion of tlw 
Preaidentopoo this compromiae,tlu people bBve 
pronounced judgment against thoae wao repealed 
it in the North with singular unanimity. 
In 1854 the issue waa directly upon the pro- 

Eriety of this repeal; and every free Stale that 
eld an election that year, widtout regard lo iu 
past political history, decided against the Deno- 
ciatic party. The people decided that thia com- 
proroisewaaaTalidand a living bw, and thatita 
repeal was a breach of faith, Ishall notobacuie 
this victory by ^tempting to prove that the people 
were right; itiasufficientformyputpoaetoafaow 
in thia manner that condemnation ndlowed tiie 
act; I set np ^ia fhet in opposition to tha am- 
ment of the President; it is the o{nnion of the 
people against the cnnaion of the Piesidentr upon 
a question they are both competent and willing to 
decide for themselves. The other fact is, tUat ia 
the year 1856, when the Democratic party wen 
about to choose a standard-bearer for the cam- 
paign, eo hostile were, the people to the policy of 
the present Administration, that the party was 
driven to the necessity of taking a man who had 
been, during the whole controversy, out of the 
United Slatei. Tha present Chief Magiatrate, 
with all the infloenee , alt the patronage of thia vast 
Republic at hia command, could not command 
votes sufficient, in a convention of his party, to 
make the position in the face of the civilized world 
at all enviable. Those who had shared with him 
the honors of this repeal met with the same fate. 
Theoe are foeta, stubborn facts, that atand boldly 
forth; and all the sophistry ingenuity can invent 
will not expunge from history these judgments 
rendered by the people. The gentleman front 
South Carolina [Mr. Baooni] fomidiea me evi- 
■denee in his remarks on this anbject: 

» Nofthara prejudice aad aonlien batrad bad bssa 
■peeially dlrecied towarde the Prsridsnt wbo bad apptoved, 
and towardi the fDntrtooa Senator wbo hid aiatBFed, ibe 
KuMos-Nelnika MU. Thej bad bean UendOed with ibe 
principles of Ibe hill, and In sastslnlHtbeni, webai 
uioed ita Brineliriasi and la KdeeUaauMiB, we seemlncir 
decltned tne aaksd usne wUdi ibe kbbm> Vebraska 
preMDied. I conlbH that when I nw tb« dMinfaiibed 
leaden to wbom I bave nhned— aUe autM^tao, oad eaeta 
a raildeatora ftaeSlala— pot aaide, sad aaoiMr leader 
chosen, wbo bad so place in the ptemta of the t^a, m* 
(Utb la northern DesuMnqy was apdnataskea. I raa a oned 
wltb myadr in this way : nonban Denooner la an ten- 
der Rioted epoa IheKanMa-NebnMkaUUastornennottli- 
ern men— even a New Eaglander, beeaaae of ibMr loo tnii. 
mate connection with ft— wbat seeuii^ bsve we «ir the 
Sonih that onrconatructton oTttae act wlllobtaln ia tha policy 
of the Govemmentf orwtaateecartQ'baveweaKBiiiatacaa- 
nnictioii wtileh bad been aaggaiMd, aad npoe wUdi tb« 
Benate bad been ooagtatalated7and wbtcb,in myjiidginrat, 
la B8 htal to oor latnesta aa the poriUve eaaetstent wltiph 
had been r^iealed? If nonconnecUon with the bill mad 
s baanteetam are B«ceaaary to giU the pill, bow do I know 
batthatftaNiy bsi^lceiediMB Us wimH il rroprwanis 
an aacenalnedf" 

. Gentlemen may call these Judgments of the 
people the effect of agitation. 1 cannot fully codi- 
preneod this term " agitation," as applied to the 
people of this Republic I can well understand 
now such a thing in a despotic Government might 
be dangerous to the ruling powers. An odious 
breach of faith on the part of one who pretended 
to rule by divine right, where the people could 
only be relieved by revolution, might produce 
" dangerous agitation." But I have always been 
taught that the people were the sovereigns in thin 
Government, and that it ia their right to eanvnaa 
the acts of their servants, and approve^ or disapi 
prove, as they please. But this Administration 
seems to arrogate to itself a sort 'of divine right, 
and the opposition of the people to its policy has 
become mischievous agitation. The (^position 
to the repeal of the compromiae baa become ** a 
wide-apread and dangerous agitation.*' Writers 
in the Opposition are agitators; speakers are 
agitators; candidates in opposition are agitators; 
and finally, the voters become agitators; and a 
majority of the American *pe9ple have becoms 
agitators; all that opposes Democracy is agita- 
tion. The northern wing of that party begins to 
agitate, and the Southern wing shows ai?na of 
alarm. The two camps are beconflng Jealous of 
each other. The agitation has produced a chasm 
between the divisions. And there is now a 
Qonhem aod "ouihcm Democracy — a clear and 
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listinct diTuion — b diTision in principle^ a diTU- 
on in Act. • 

Now the main object, as I view it* in th« minds 
if southern Democrata, in repealing the compro- 
niae of 1620, was, that thejr might go to the 
Terricories with their slaTeSf and hold them there 
B property during the territorial condition, bm a 
luraery preparatioa for the formation of a alaTc 
Icate. That ii the <iaeation that underlies their 
rhole operation. This was the difficulty that 
rought into being the Na^rille Convention, 
["his is the great. antagonistic principle of the 
Vilmot proviso; it is the spur that goads on the 
pposition to congressional legislation; it is the 
iver that was forced into the platform of the 
imerican party in the shape of the twelfth see- 
ion, which finally bids fair to 0Tertum,if it has 
ot already overturned, that structure. 

This principle found a new antagosist in the 
ricciple of squatter sovereignty. It meets an an- 
igonist at every turn. The Cincinnati Conven- 
lon could not harmonize these opjjosing princi- 
\ea, and it endeavored to avoid them by silence, 
saving the northern Democracy to fieht the cam- 
laign npon squatter sovereignty, and the ao'uth- 
rn Democracy to fight it upon the opposition 
3 squatter sovereignty and the Wilmot proviso. 
The two wings, thus divided, have succeeded by 

minority vote: it is a victory ending in defeat, 
i'heir candidate is stretched across the chasm. 
D vain he cries " save me Cassias," for Csssius 
imself has gone down. Which party wilt 
nally aucceedin this contest remains to be seen. 

Now, am 1 correct in this flut, that there is a 
orihem and a aoutheni DemocracTj with a clear 
i)d distinct difference upon the vital issue — a sec- 
Lonal Democracy North, and a sectional Democ- 
acy South; one a pro-slavery party, ^he other 
>n anti-slavery party? I will take a section from 
he speech of my colleague, [Mr. Eholisb,] 
ecenily made, which is as follows; 

" Mr. Scon. M my coUeague ia apeakiaifiH- lb« Dem- 
cratic putyoriDdlBiiB,IwlBb to know whether Utatpanr 
loa any opitiioa upon the question wblch be U ft May 
:pon ; and if tbey have, wbat Is tbat OpIiiiOD ? 

"Mr.ENousH. Tbe Democntleparqrirf'lBdlanar^snl 
tie Constituiion as Ihs biglieat law ot tbla landj and tbey 
vil\ carry out tlie Constitution as it may be conitnied bj 
nc proper Judicial tribunai of the countiy, let that dec iHion 
e wbat it may ; but prior to (bat decision, I will glrc irim 
underbland tjLbe tbe position of the Democratic party of 
ndiana— aodiTcertainlyia myown-«ad ttiat ia, that tbey 

not consider that tbe Constitution ctniea tbe unsUtutioa 
f slavery into a Territory ; tbey tbtak tbat tbere must first 
e some law estabttshing ot recognlzinx the Insdtotion be- 
ire ii can bave any le^ eiiMance. Oentlemen mlgbt fo 
itre with tbeir slaves, and ttoM.tban by saflbianee asd 
ennwaion, bnt I apprebead not by socb a legal il^ as 
ould ever H anfiHced la the courts." 

Here is wbat a southern Democrat says of this 
ooatruction: 

" But ray Mend went on to aay tbat, in his opinioa, a 
'erriiorial Lwislature bad tbe power to pass laws prohib- 
tiog tbe Iptroduction of ilaves. If it has tbat power, wby 
nay not tbe Legislarare also manumit nicb slaves as cbance 
> be In the Teniiory? I would ask the gentleman from 
ndiODB what amount of population is requisiie fbr a teirt- 
Dhal government.' Nospecifled nmnberiaraqaiied. Tben, 
ccording to tbe gentleman's doctrine, a TemsHlal Lens- 
»ure, rcpreienting ten tboosand people, may pass a Uw 
irover prohibiting ilaveiy. If leDtbousandmayraakesucb 
law, wby may not five tbonsand i If five tboosand, why 
lay tiot Ave hundred f Vfpy not fifty? Why not ten ? 
knd with such a doctrine prevailing, what security have I, 
■ a southern man, in emigratiiig to any TaiTltofy with my 
laves ! I diMCnt fn tolo flrom any sncb doetriae. I not 
nly repudiate tbedocttiufl of my friend fhnn Indiana, but 
also repudiate another wbicb baa been here taught, aod 
rhich is>, vinaally, ibatwe of tbe South are to be excluded 
mm a TrrHiory until the Judntent ot tbe Supreme Court 

1 rendered in regard to tbe etnct npon our peculiar pnip- 
rty of laws passed by a Territorial Lqtislature." 

Here is the Democratic eonstmetion of Indiana 
epudiated in plain terms. It is evident thatone 
nriy must be wrong. 

Hera is the opinion of a tUttingaishsd Demo- 
nt IVom MiBstBsip(»: 

" Mr. <toiTKAii. Wbat Ii yonr question I 

" Mr. II. HAasHi,t,L. DoesHr. Ht.soa anaoonce Dem- 
vratic doctrine whoa he construes the principie of the 
Canns-Nebnuka bill, as defined in your plfifiirm at Cln- 
nnaati, to be that the people of a Teniiory, when orgait- 
eed under the oi^ante law. but wbUe tbey remain In tta« 
enitoriol condition, have tne ilgbt to deteiailne Ibr lliem- 
elves, throng a Territorial Legislatnre, and beftm tbey 
■re about to adopt a State coaadtaikia, whether or not Oe 
n^tiiatlOR ofslaveiy sboold eslst among tbem? 

" Mr. OitmiAS. I do not believe l^Oeoplnfcm which 
he gentleman draws Ovm tbe abort extraci be baa read ia 
he opinion ofMr. Uuos. if it is, tben I dimnt fhnn It. 

do not believe that Hn peopn of a Territory posaeas sov- 
■lelgiity of any kind onlil ibatiovareipHy bdelegBled by 



the States, thnngfa Conpeaa, under tbe power delegated to 
Coeveaa to adnui Stataa Into tbS Uaioi^" 

Now, it would seem, from the following collo- 
quy, that Mr. Mai oh, of Yi^inis, also repudiates 
squatter sovereignty: 

"Hr.McHvLUH. Does tbe gentleman say lUat flie Sen- 
ator ftom Viigtnla [Mr. Masos] sustains lite dootiine of 
tbat speech f 

" Mr. H. Haksball. I do not say wbat sentimenbi Hr. 
Hasok entertains; nor do I quote from him except to 
ascertain tbe true Democratie doctrine, and to aastat In 
establidiing the prinoipleB decided I9 tbe Isat eiecdmi. 
[Laugbler. J I cannot siqr, except from tbe apeecb, where 
tbe dutinguiihed Senator from Virginia stands. 

"Bnt I domean to say tbat I happened lobe preaent and 
heard the speech of tbe Senator from Virginia. It waa 
^oken anhanntlally as leported, and with a predsion that 
left upon my mind no doubt tbat he waa expressing his 
sentiments. I am happy to hear that he wQI correct it ; 
and I am alad to know from tbe gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. McBfoLUX,] that the sentiment Is not responded to 
by any gentleman representing tbe Slate of Vhginia upon 
this floor. 

"Hr. HcMuLUR. Not by any member from Tliginia ; 
and if the gentleman fr(«i Kentucky wtll eall Upon Senator 
Masok, he will learn tbat that Benamr mtailjr rmadistes 
tbe doctrine of squatter aoyereigDty. 

"Hr. H. Maiuhall. This doctrine of aquattrr bov- 
erelgnv i* variously defined. I beard it defined by a dts- 
tlngohbed Democrat in ray own section of the country last 
snramer, to be, thai while tb« people of a Territory have 
the right to decide tm the question of the establiahment or 
excluaion of alavery at Uie time of forming a eonatltution 
and State government, the first squatters, bwm tbe paasage 
of an organic law fbr the government of the Territory, had 
no such power. He was against the Mtsrcnt popular sov- 
ereignly, bat did not toacb tbe question' that presses. 
Perblpii that is the kind of sqoatier abvereignty which the 
Senator tcont Virginia Is against also. What I mean by 
squatter aovereigntyl will proceed to define. I assert the 
proposltimi, tbat tbe people af a Territory, while it is a 
TeRitory, whether wait law or without law— no matter 
whether Congreas has psMed a law giving them the power 
or not — bave no right, and Coogreaa cannot give tbem tbe 
ilgh^ to exclude slavey from that Terrteoiy. 
^Ut.ttt^vhta. 'nwtia my doctrine." 

This is the opinion of soulbem Democrats and 
asottthem American, all of whom, I think, under- 
stand what they are talking about; and such opin- 
ions might be multiplied to any extent. Tbere is 
not a southern Democrat upon this floor, within 
my knowledge, that will for one moment admit 
that the Eansas bill confers any power on the peo- 
ple of the Territory, while a Territory, to inhibit 
skverv — not one. According to their construc- 
tion, they have the right to emigrate to the Terri- 
tories with their slaves, and hold them-asjiroperty ; 
md the bands of the people of the Temtones are 
completely tied up upon this question, until they 
form a constitution preparatory to their admission 
into the Union as a State. 

The report of tbe Committee on Territories in 
the Senate, at the last session, put this question 
beyond cavil, so far as the Democratic construction 
of thebill is concerned. This extract follows some 
cotfrments on the Rhode Island question, and 
touches this Kansas question as follows: 

" Without deeming it necessary to express any opinion on 
Ibis occasion in rrference to tbe merits of tbat controversy, 
it Is evident that the principles upon wblcb it was conducted 
are notlnvolved In Ine revolutionary atniggle now golitg on 
in Kansas, for the reaion that the sovereignty of a territory 
remains In. abeyance, suspended In die United States, in 
tntst Ibr the people, until they aball be admitted into the 
Union as a State. In the mean time tbey are entitled to 
enjoy and exercise all tbe ptlvliesea and r^^tta of self gov- 
ernment, in sabordlnatloo to tbe Constitution of the United 
States, and In obedience to the organic law passed by Con- 
gress In pursuance of that inslmment. These rights and 
prlvltans are all deriVedftom tbe Consdtntion tbrou^ the 
act of Congress, and must be exercised and eitjoyed in snb- 

iection to all the limitations and restriedoDs which tbat 
'onstitnljgn imposes. Hence, It is clear that the people of 
the Territory have no inherent sovereign right under the 
Constltuiion of (he United States to annul the lavra and 
raeisttbeautharityortha territorial govemaieni which Con- 
gress has established in obedience to the ConiUtution." 

Here ia tbe opinion of a distinguished southern 
Democrat [Mr. Out] upon tbe meaniiig of the 
KansM bill on this sabjcet, as Umitea by the 
COBstitation of the Uoilsd Stalest 

"IdOBot beHevafliBl tbeKsBBas-NobTBska bill esiab- 
Ihhesmf remgiltw aqBauBr sovereignty within the llmiCi 
of tbeTerriUNtesofKansasaad)febiaska; and the process 
of reasoDblg by which J reach that resolt is, tbat I see b(l 
auUrarlty in tbe Constitution of the ITntted States which 
aotborisw Ooogreas to pass the Wll mot proviso 01 any antl- 
alavery reatrletioaB la toe Territories ; and I do not appre- 
hend bow Congreaa, not having the power itself, can create 
an aathority and Invest a creatnre witb greater power and 
•ntbority than ft posaetaea itself." 

This idei., then, of leaving the people perfectly 
free to form uid refrulate their domeattc institu- 
tions in thoitTwn way, subject only to the Con- 
stitution of the Unitea States, which ia so much 
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harped tipon by northern Democrats, strips the 
people of tbe Territories of all jiower to rid them- 
selvH ot slavery while a Temtery , and is at last 
but a string of agreeable-sounding words without 
any tangible meaning, except tbat the people of 
the Terntbrks are compelled by the Constitution 
of the United States to let slavery alone, except to 
protect it; and the great difference between their 
position under the Kansas bill and the Missouri 
compromise is, that the Missouri compromise 
kept slavery out, and the Kansas bill keeps sla- 
very in. And this is tbe great measure of fl^dom 
the aorthem Democracy boost of. What I have 
said must be tt^rably sati^hetory to an niq>re- 
judiced mind as to what the southern etmstraotion 
of the bill is'isnd although I may not be i^le to give 
so satisflictorily what the northern Democratic 
construction is; the people of that section, who 
read my remarks, can mark the contrast by tlieir 
better knowledge at home of the position of their 
Democratic friends. 

I have already given my colleague^ eonstruo- 
tion of the opinion of the northern Democracy on 
this question. The opinions of my colleague have 
been infused into the Democracy of our Slate, and 
that party holds the same oniniiHM stilL Here 
are extracts from bis speech when the Etosss 
bill was befora the House in 1854: 

" It Is In Oie pew er w f this House to remove, 10 a' great 
extent, the exduas question of slavery fbrever from tbe 
national councils by traosfeiTing It to the limited and leas 
dangerous sphere ot tbe people immediately latereated In 
Its decision."— OMgrMtiOfWU GMt, p. W. 

This I understand to mean leaving it to the 

Territorial Legi^ture. 
Again: 

"But I retnm to the qnestioa more bamediataly under 
conatdeiation, and shall endeavor to abow that, under the 
Senate bill, alavety eon bave tw legal nristence, unlesa the 
Leglslatnre, ebosen by the eUaena of the Tentioiy, give It 
being by legal eoactaient.'^GMWfMsleiMl OMs. AM- 
TUfd CoMircH, JM tmhih yOLMt p. 808. 

Again: 

" A man who has exercised Um attributes of free govers- 
meut in Indiana or any otlier State loses none of hi* power 
of self-government by emigrating to a Territory. Is be less 
virtuous, lees intelligent? 4c— p. 60S. 

I now. put the question to him, are the people 
less virtuous, less intelligent, when they remove 
to a Territory ? If not, why did you deprive them 
of the poweir of acting, and why have you and 
your party saddled upon the people of the Terri- 
tories, under your Kansas bill, an institution that 

?'ou could not trust them with while a Territory } 
f they lose none of the power oT self-government 
by removing to a Territory, they certainly have 
the power in a State. 

I now read from the speech on the Kansas bill, 
of Mr. Dunham of Indiana: 

"And as tliere Is nothing ia this Nil which lerislatcs 
slavery Into either of the Territories of Nebraska or Kansas, 
it necessarily ftallovrs that tbere will be no law or aathority 
by which it can be extended Into those Territories, or by 
whioh it can exist or be maintained In either, unless the 
Legislature to bedected by the people yet to settle tt, shall 
hereafter, by positive enactment, expresalyestabUsb It."'— 
Congn-ional Olotc, ftnt (snlen TkkriM-T%bri CWr«M, 
vol. 90, p. 1133. 

And he also asserts thatasIave,broDghtto the 
Territory without such enactment establishing 
slavery, would be free; and I believe pretty maon 
all the members fnmi the Slate took the some 
ground, and,fbrwhat I know, hold it still. I do 
not complain of this position ; but I think there ia 
reason of complaint and cause of alarm, when 
men will see this position trampled in the dust, 
and shnt^eir eyes and ears and hearts, simply 
becauas Democracy wills it; a^ng as though 
Democracy was always right because it pretends 
to be national, when it wtmld seem that it is iia> 
tional because it has no principle hsif so dear as 
power. 

My colleague was not alone in thia eonstructioa 
of the bitl.for northern consumption on thisfloori 
and I believe my eollesgus waa honest iti hia . 
opinion; but was, it seems, riightiy mistaken. 

I now assert that the Democyteyoflndianaars 
opposed to the extension of slavery into Eansaa 
and Nebraska; theyue opposed to the southerA 
construction of the Kansas nill, which is the only 
consistent construction that can be given in con- 
nection with all the facts transpiring before, at 
the time, and since ita passage. 1 asaert that ihey 
bold that \he power was first in Congreaa, sad 
was by Co'^t3^rtyt\^5^^3gfe 
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TBrritMMi* ud that the people of the Terrilouea 
«f Kaneu ud Nebraaka, white Tarritoriea, acting 
through' their Territorial Lsgislatures, have the 
power to exdude alavery therefrom. That they 
consider Uie queation anterior to the formation 
of a State conatilution of raetly more import- 
ance; — entertaining the opinion, that if theTer- 
ritoriea are free, the. States will be free, aa they 
alwaya have been, and fearing that if the Tern> 
toriea are alaTe, the States will be the aame. 
That thia question of excluding atavery wbiie.a 
Territory u belisTed tp ba both right, w exps- 
■diant, and while the Oppoaitio&.waa. maintaining 
-that Congreaa bad the power,, under the Conau- 
tatimi, both aa a delegated power, aa an incident 
to a delegated power, aa a police regulation ^ and 
forthagenenl good, to exclude alavary from free 
Tenitoryt and oueht to exerciee it. The De- 
tneoraey claimed that the people of .the Tenito- 
naa could do the aame thin^under'thepro-viaiooa 
of the Eansaa-Nebnuka bill, and Uuy denied 

■most bitterly that the Cincinnati CouTsntioa re- 

.pndiated aquatter sorere%nty. 

Nvw, I anould like to know how it is that the 

'Damoeratic party hare ao signally triumphed in 
the Jate conleat,. when ererything at home and 

:«U the speeches here go to prove l>eyond doubt, 
that upon the vital iaaue taey were eonipletely 

-split aaundert and if the party in the North is 
not as anti-slarery in sentiment as the Opposition, 
they certainly have taken counsel of tneir ftars, 
and have pandered to this anti-slavery sentiment. 
And I am willing they should take which poai- 
tion they think the most consistent with honor. 

My colleague [Mr. Eiratiiul the other day, in 
a speech upon the aubjeet under consideration, 
•eemed disposed to admit that his party in In- 

.diana at one time possessed some Free-Soil pro- 
clivities. I agree with him 00 far; but when he 
•eeks to mar the bright spot in their record, by 
charging that the Resolutions which he admits 
were Free-Soilish, were smuggled through the 
Democratic Convention, and since that time the 
men of Free-Soil proclivitiet have " ^ovghed"rtS 
from Uieparty. 1 take issue with him upon the 
facta. These resolutions my colleague refers to 
were the resolutions of a Democratic State con- 
Tsation. 'The Governor who -has occupied the 
ohair for the past eight years was first elected 
upon the platform then made. I have been in- 
formed that my colleague was present during the 

, fittings of said convenpon; the present Governor 

. was a member; so was the Governor of Minneso- 
ta, and divers other dignitaries. The year before 
that convention sat, the Democratic l.egielature 
elected James Wfaitcomb to the Senate of the 
XTnited States. All the leading Democrats who 
were aspirants for that seat were questioned upon 
the principle of excluding shtvery from the Ter- 

, ritoiiea, and thay vera aO sound upon the issue, 
and explicit in atalement* in fovor of the right 
and power of Congress to excl^fde alarery from 
the Territoriea. The Legislature, as an espres- 

, aion of their opinion, passed reaolutions of sim- 
ilar import, which are now on file in the Clerk's 
oSee in this Capitol. The party still maintains 
ita fitful existence, with all these, elements still 
in iti ranks, so far as its leaders are concerned. 
Four out of nine of the persona elected to State 
offices have at aome time exhibited symptoms 
of decided Free-Soil proclivitiea. Five out of 
eleven who were candidates for Congreaa mav 
wufely be classed in tha same eategorr. My col- 
league from the Vincennea diatrictistneonly con- 
oislent man within my knowledge of long stand- 
ing in political life, who is entirely consistent, and 
without apparent Free-Soil proclivities. 

I. recollect, during the canvass just closed, of 
hearing a leikding Democrat charge the present 

.House with being the only one, since the forma- 
tion of the Government, that had the infamy to 
establish slavery in a Territory, referring to 
Dunn's bill, which everyone knows did no such 
thiagi but it afforded the speaker an opportunity 
to e3{>ress his opinion of slavery. These facts 

'.all lend to eatablish th^ main proposition, that 
there la a sectional Democrncy in the Nortb,and 
in Indiana, which keep's just near enough to the 
line, dividing the pro-slavery and anii-slaveiry 
sentiment^ to make the transition easy either way, 
havini* opinions upon a aort of sliding scale-^uat 
Fras-Soil enough for boma purpose, and pro- 



slavery enough to get a share Of the public plun- ' 
der in the way^if good offices. If Fr6nont*had 
been elected, Free-Soil Democcats would have 
been as thick as blackberries, and they would 
have proved their genutneneas by the record, for 
they nave it — and a record, too, that would niake 
a BLepublican ashamed of bis brief career. And 
it ia a matter of congratulation that the party has 
some historic reminiscence that proves Ine people 
to be less mercenary than the omce-seekess, wbo 
have the nice facility of being always just ihe 
thing needed. 

Now,tbe thing needed ia the laatcQjqpaignwM 
success. The programme was to chaise upon 
the -Republicana abolitionism and disunion, and 
urge upon the people the great benefits of squatter 
sovereignty. This is the whole programme. 
They broke the force of Republican argument by 
showing that they ware striving for the same 
thing, m the Territories, under the delegated 
powers of the Eanaaa bill. And now, how this 
under-current which promised that Kansas should 
be a free Slate, in tha event that Buchanan was 
elected, is-to M .satisfied in any other mj than 
by fuU perlbnoaaee, I am at a loss to determine. 
If the pledge is broken, there will be a fluttering 
in the northern camp; if it is kept, there will be 
some trouble in the southern department. One 
wiog or the other is destined to a most lamentable 
defeat, except some nice financiering sliall take 
place; all of which will prove that auoegsa ia 
not always victory, when it is obtained by strat- 
agem. I cannot see how thia party escapes its 
own favorite charge of sectionalism, when it is 
BO evident its home principles are complete an- 
tipodes. I look to tkis baule of the knights in 
mail with no ordinary interest. I can aay " Lay 
on, Macduff!" with all sincerity. In tne mean 
time the Opposition, being a'lorge majority, of alt 
the people of the Republic, con convert themselves 
into a grand army of observation, and see that 
the combat is carried. on according to the true 
principles of modern chivalry. I trustthatwhen 
this conflict shall have terminated , and both wings 
shall find that each ia wrong, they will be in a 
proper condition of mind to nelieve that there is 
not so much diflereoce in the honeaty of parties 
aa present protestation will seem to warrant. I 
trust that the day will again co^e when a man 
Jivirig beneath the shade of the monument of 
Bunker Hill, can look South without searing his 
eyeballs; and that a man living even in the lower 
peninsula of southern Florida, can look North 
without finding.fcost upon hia beard. Therecer- 
tainly is not necessarily so diverse an interest 
between the two seetions of country, that the 
motives must be hostile and destructive ^ke of 
respect and government. There is a more fitvor- 
able solution of the difficulty. 

It may be politic in the President to seek to 
couple his own difficulty with a general opposi- 
tion to the rights of one half of the Repiujic, 
whose particular cause he aeems to espouse. It 
gives dignity to his position ; but it does not estab- 
fish the fact which is essential to moke tlie oppo- 
sition to his policy opposition to the interests of 
the particular aociion, or to the Government. It 
is well for it to be borne in mind, that if the strong 
cord of obligation between the citizen and the 
Government ia really loosened, it is not to be 
charged, aa of course, that the Utct results f^om a 
wanton act on the part of the eitixen, or resulting 
from a restless ana depraved mind, especially in 
a Government like ours, where rights are re- 
dreaaed annually at the ballot-box. The reason 
is more likely to be found in that course of admin- 
istration which either becomes oppressive, or 
trifles with the rights of the citizen. A wanton 
act on the part of the Government destroys the 
confidence and respect of the citizen; and no Gov- 
ernment loses the confidence and respect of the 
people until, by some such course, it has merited 
condemnation. If the alarming fact is true, as 
the Preaidant has cha»«d, diat one third of all 
the voters of the Repubue havssonghtan oppor- 
tunity to seize, without right, the administration 
and powers of the General Government, I submit 
whether there is not some reason for looking care- 
fully at the past acts of the Government, to see 
if it has notjlone some great wrong; and if so, 
what would more conduce to thevppinesa of all 
than to remedy the evil, and uek,-b]r wellHBwriied 



aflfort, to t9pan jthe I^t confidvioe, lathw than 
brand with odious epithets and unreasonable de- 
airea the diaaflfe^ied. Oporobrium and force will 
conquer Uuwe number*; Init justice, plain, oU- 
fifkflhionfd, Eomaapun juatice, Ijt^Taa no oppqai- 
tioii. 

.TIIE.?BSSniBirp0 IIE88AQK. 
8PBBGH OF HON. JOHN V. -'WBIGHT, 

or TENNESSEE, 

lir.T^ .HoDiE .9F RwBXimrr^^ss, 

Hie Hows Mb( fn die CoHiBltlse of tt* VhoM «■ As 
vtsie or tb« Unton— 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, said: Mr. Chur- 
man, I certainlyliave nS desire to waste the time 
of this committee, which ot^ht to be oeeOpied in 
the consideration of important baiineaa, in use- 
less discussion; and I tnink'I can' very, safely say 
that my course, since I have had a seat here, has 
not been such a one as to justify the conctnaion, 
in any mind, that I have such desires. I have 
been content to be rather a quiet listener than ao 
active participator in the numerous debates which 
have Occurred here; because I, unlike aome gen- 
tlemen, have not been vain enough to anppose 
that posterity would suffer from my silence. I 
have, however, observed that those members who 
make the loudest pretensions in favor of " the 
promotion of public business" are the onea who 
expend the most "gas** in windy harangues, and 
who are always'foremost in scnemefl of pubtie 
plunder. ' t trust, then, sir, that no member will 
attribute to me any disposition ■rhateVer to ob- 
struct needfhl legislation. 

After the very able and eloquent argnmenta 
which have been made by gentlemen on both 
sides of the House with r^ard to the qaestioos 
of foreign and domestic policy contained in the 
late messageof the President of the United Statu, 
it may appear unwarranted in one so humble as 
myself, and so inexperienced in parliamentary 
vrntfit ar I am, further to weary Ihe patience of 
the eomoHttee by a continuation of the debate; 
and those considerations would deter me fram 
the task did I look only to the probable effects 
which anything I may say will ^ve upon the 
opinions of members here. But, air, that portion 
of the people of Tennessee whom I have the hoDor 
to represent here, in comtnon with their f^lbv- 
citizens of the whole country, feel, and very jusUy 
feel, a deep interest in the questions therein jwe- 
sented, and discussed with so much ability, and 
with such a patriotic spirit, by the Chief Execu- 
tive of the QoTernment; and I desire to add my 
humble tribute, in the name of my constituents, 
to the justness of his motives, and the ability 
with which he has handled and mastered his sub- 
ject. My constituents, sir, are not more deeply 
interestea in slave property than in other apeoies 
of property. But the present condition of the 
black race in Uieir midst, and that condition in 
which a great party in this country desire 10 see 
them placed, (if we are to believe intimations 
which have been thrown out upon this floor;) in 
other words, the question of the social and polit- 
ical equalttT of the two races is one which is re- 
pulsive andalarmingto the freemen of the Sontfa, 
and one which ought to command the serious at- 
tention of every true friend of his country and of 
humanity in the North before they take steps fur 
its accomplishment. 

In speaking in defense of the President, I speak 
not OS the representative of a sI4tve oligarchy 1 
represent no " slave oligarchy,'' or any other 
oligarchy, as the so-called Republican party have 
Seen pleased to denominate (hat poruon of my 
constituents who own slave property. I know 
of no such poweras that, either in my own State 
or in any other southern State. A member from 
New Hacppshire, [Mr. 'Tappah,] in a speech de- 
livered in this House during the last session of 
Congress, in alluding to this slave power, said: 

" Ttw doapotiaDi exeicised over all those wbo doubt tlw 
divinity or ilaveir, and over tbe entire portion of non- 
■laveboldiDs whiles in that aeciioo, ia oa complete aa ttwl 
oT tbe naater over Ijii alave." 

I-do not refer to the speech of the member from 
New Hampshire because I attach any importance 
to hii dacbtraUoaa^elb w elwwhlre^ I do it 
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tor the purp68e of gVTing U u mv opiq^n that it 
ftaa been by the mes.ns of sucn miftepreBerita- 
tions as this one, that the bitter 'wntera of preja- 
di6e in the minda of the northero pet>ple iiBTe 
been stirred up aeainBt liie people and the institu- 
tions of the South, the unhappy consequenoes of 
■vbich "we are tiow reaping. I tuppose, sir, that 
that member has nerer been associated with the 
'Bouthem people. - Sir, if he were to visit that land 
of **alaTebetaey," he would Hod qtiite enosgh 
initaiHtes of the wealthy ikTeholdera tsking by 
the hand the poor,tfae humble, the ineehame,uid 
die day IMborer,'afid 'elRratioe then to places of 
honbrajid distinction. AnclIdoubtni»t,-thatif 
he would be as diligent in the examtnatioo of the 
condition of society in the noble Granite State 
flrom 'Which he comM, as be is in fabricating 
alandera ag;al&8t his krethren of the South, he 
wotrid find equaUy as much want of <iharhy, and 
as many easts of oppression from power'wicltedly 
wietded, as he would among the people of the 
Boath. Then,8ir,IagBiniepeatjtliatrref»resent 
no sQch oligarchy as that member imagines to 
exist. I represent a constituency of free white 
men, who possess quite as much intelligence and 
patriotimn as the eonstitueneyof that member. 

It liaa ^en boldly asserted, and equally as 
bc^dly denied, that the Black Republican party 
desired to interfere with Uie domestic institutions 
of the southern StaCes. Now, sir, although I 
beliere, with the President of the United States, 
that they were inflamed with that desire, and that 
their teoaers eontemphite that result, ( say, as did 
the diatinguisbed eentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr.' QrmUHt] tSat we entertain no fears on 
that point. You darenotdott. You will not do 
it; for when your madness shall prompt you to a 
Vine of policy sounconstimdonaland opt)ressiTe, 
you will find there '* a spirit of resistance which 
will not submit to be oppressed. '* 

But, sir, when the President; according to the 
requirements of the' Constitution, undertook to 
recommend to the considemtion of Congress such 
measures as he judged- n^ssary and expedient, 
and to fire information to them of the state of ^e 
Uaionihe was madstiie sabiectof the most bitter 
denunciation andanprorokra abuse by the Black 
Renublican members, with the member from Ohio 
[Mr. CkvmKLh] at their head. Smarting under 
their late disastrous defeat; and writhing under 
the just and powerful rebuke whicJ) was ^ven to 
them by the people of the United States, in the 
late strt^gle, they hare found no words of con- 
demnation sufficiently strong to express their 
hatred of the E^e'ident and his party-friends. 
And the ** Americans," too, come along with 
their little squad, with the member fWim Mary- 
land, [Mr. Datis,] and you, sirrtMr. H. Mar- 
snuL,} in eommaiid, and as they emerge from a 
contest'in which dieir shouts of '< Americana 
' must rule America" were too feeble to be heard 
by the contending parties, they, too, join in and 
atd in this crusade i^ainat a feaitebs and patriotic 
Chi^f Magistrate. 

I shall Rot undertake, on this 6ecaaion;to com- 
ment upon thtise portions of the message which 
refer to the workings of the rarious departments 
of f his OoTemment, for they have not been as- 
sailed. U may not be out of place, however, 
in order to meet hisinuatiooa which were niade at 
the last aesnon, with r^»nl to the qnestion of 
economy in the expenditures, to refer to the feuit, 
' that " on examtning'tbe expenditures of ^e last 
five years, it will be seen that the average, deduct- 
ing payments on account of the public debt, and 
ilO,000,000 paid by treaty to Mexico, haaheen 
bnt |48|ODQdn)0; and it is believed that, under an 
economical' administration of the Government, 
the average expenditure for the ensuing five years 
will not exceed that snm, unlms exiraordmary 
occasion tor its iifertase shoald occur." 

We pRssnt to' the world the remaritaUe epec- 
taele of a[ great Qovernment, whose reeoorces for 
the last year amounted to over ninety-two mil- 
lions of dollars — able to pay every duuar we.now 
owe, and only prevented-from doing so because 
it is not yet due, and is only redeemable at the 
option of holders, and cannot be pressed to pay- 
meniby the OovemmsDt. i 
But, sir, I will now proee^ to the diacQd^^i / 
of those questions which sB.ni to hare enjLuf / 
the attamuHi of itae UoiHB.^dit htm b^ni^ j\ 
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with regard to%ho'ls responsible for the debate. 
It matters not, sir, upon whom the responsibility 
rests, whether upon the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; [Mr. Cahfbell of 
OhiO)] or upon the President, as alleged by the 
gentieman from Marytend, [Mr. Dav».J U has 
not tieen without benefit so fhr » this Honse is 
concerned, and it cannot be otherwise than ia- 
Btruetive to the country. 

The portiM of the message to which members 
of the Oppeution seem to t&ke Uie greatnac ex- 
ception, hid tmrwUeh they aeem to erotf 'most 
indignaatfja that^ehuiie fttwhioh it is ehaBged 
that, 

■■ Under the abetter or Mm gnat Hber^, and pnneeiMl 
by the law* and luoBea of ttM Goverameat they otMll, awo- 
ciatlont have been fbnned Id name of the State! of Individ- 
tnUg who^ pretending to seek only to prevent the B|iread of 
tbelnstltaiMniorriaveryintothfl jMeaentornitnre Inchoate 
BtstM of Ilia Unios, are really mflsSMd with a duaire to 
t^aimatheilomeaticinadtutiaiworezlalliigSiates." * * * 
<' They seek ui otiject wtaich (bey well know to be n revolu- 
tioRsrr one. Tttey are - perfecUy aware that the clian|[e in 
the rHaUve coadiuoo or Uie wUie and black mem In the 
HaveliMiog 8lau>, wUeh ttiey would promote, la beytnd 
tbelr lawftil authority; ttuU to them it u a roreipi ot^ect ; that 
it cannot be effected ty any peaceriil InBtrumentality of 
thrtra; that fbr them, and the Bta tea of which they sredll- 
sena, the mnly pub to ft« aceonplUbmeni ia tbrau^ bnrn ■ 
fag clUea and ravaged Balds and alau^itered pepulBllona, 
and all there fa moat tanlble la foreign compucated with 
tlvtl and aervile war ; and tliat the first atep In tbe attempt 
is the foreibte diinipdoQ of a country emt>i«cin| In in broad 
boaom a degree a€ Hberv and an amoant of Indtrtdltal ud 
public pmperlly to which ttere ta no parallel In hfaUHT,and 
BubstitDtea In its place ttoatUe governmenti, driven at once 
and iaevilably into mutual devastation Dnaftatrlcldal car- 
nage, tranafttrmfng tbe now gteacefiil andftlfeltoua brother- 
hood Into a vaat pennaiiem enmp of armed man, like ttie 
rival monarcbiea of Eumpe and Aaia." 

Sir, I was not at all astonished at the language 
used by the member from Pcnnaylvsnia [Mr. 
Barcut] when eommenling, a fisw days ago, on 
that part of the raeuage. Twaa not eurprised to 
see hun manifest much iiwenees, when 1 remem- 
bered the well-merited rebnke which ha had so 
lately received at the hands of an indignant con- 
stituency for his betrayal of Democratic prin- 
ciples, which he once professed. That gentle- 
man, «nd foany other gienUemen, Itare denied that 
they or their party were ii^araed with a desire to 
change the domeetio insUtutione of Uie eoudiem 
States. 1 am glad, sir, to see this manifestation 
of repentance on the part of those gentlemen. I 
am gMdthey have at last awoke from their dream 
a/ conquest and power, uid that Die President has 
BO forcibly exposed their wieked datigns, uid nn- 
vailed their revohitionary tandttieiea, as to dnrw 
forth from them a denial of theif guilt* and soma 
spirit of repentance. 

Bnt, Mr. Chairman, the'tpiesUon has resolved 
itself into this: Did the President speak tndy 
when he made this statement in his message? 1 
have no doubt hot that these gentlemen entertain 
views now Very different indeed from those they 
entertained before the people had so signally re- 
buked them. But did they aa in the last canvass 
with this view; and were they or not aetnated 
by hostile feehngs -t^nst their breUiren of the 
South? And it. appears to me that gentleman 
must have forgotten Irhat they did, and what they 
said then. Did they nolindulge, before northern 
audiences, in abusive epithets againsttheirfel low- 
eltizena of the South.' Did they notarratgn their 
institutions -before a jury of the Nonbt and con- 
demn them without a hearing t d)id not your 
public orators and your hired presses teem with 
insults and vile calumnies which decency would 
have forbadeyou to use, even against the people 
of a foreign Grinamment? Did you not nuae and 
march nnder banners with sixteen stan only 
blaking upon them? and did you condescend to 
take either your candidate for Ute Presidency or 
Vice Presidency from that devoted section .upon 
whose ruin, disgrace and degradation you hoped 
to build up your own fortunes? 

Agam, sir, I know of no better method of 
jadgtDg of the intentions of men or of parties 
than by their own declarations. If you really 
intend no interference with the institution of sla- 
very in tbe southern Slates, what did your great 
chieftain and head man [Mr. Sxwaan] mean 
when he declared, in a speech which he made at 
Cleveland, in 1848: 

" What then, you aay, can nothing be done for (hiedom 
becauae ttie paUic couscienca U laeit? Tea; inncb can 
be done, evenrtlUiu can be done. Blaveiy can be Ilnlred 
M UaprneotmuidSi It can be-aMCUoiated. Itcssbe, 
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andimM-bs,:afe(inAs<|.aid 7svatidl'eni,aadaist^ 

Sir, sverr one who knows the - character or 
history of the diatingnished Senator from New 
York, from whose speech I have qooled, knows 
well that no man in uie Union nndentaads batter 
the force of words than he does. 

Mr. Chalnoan, that disiinguiiAed 8enatcnr(for 
he is truly di^nguiahed, and however muoh 1 
may dMpise his political sentimenta, I must ad- 
mire him for die noldoess with. which he avew« 
them, and unlike most of his aasooiatea/or the 
oouilesy which eharaeterizes him in debate) meant 
sometiiing, and tbe applauding muttiiuae who 
listened to him meant something by their apf^saae. 
" Slavery «an,.and must be, abolished, and you 
and I can, and must, do it." What slavery? 
Slavery where? Why, there was no slavey id 
New York, none in Ohio, none in any of^ the 
nortliern States— then to whet elie.did he allude 
— to what else oould he have alluded, if he did not 
mean slavery in the southern States? And nark 
you, sir, he did not say that the people of the 
slavebolding States could and must abolish sla- 
very, bat hesaid, " You, the people of Ohiotaad 
I, the Senator from New York, mast do it." 

Again, sir, in the same speech from which I 
have read, tbe Senator f^m New York said: 

''Wherein do tbe atrength and aemrf ly of alavety Its? 
Yon anawer, that they fie In the Conailtution of the United 
States, and me conttltntlona and tawa of the alaveholdlng 
Biatea. Not at all. They lie in the erroneous aentiment of 
the American people, CoiutUtttioiu and Ima* ca» no mor* 
rU* above tbe vlitue of the people than tbe limpid aiream 
can climb above its native spring. Incnlcate, then, the love 
of fireedom and the equal righta of man under the paternal 
roof; aee to ft thatthey are taugbttntheaoboolaaiidlnlhe 
ehurettea; reform your own eodei Qiteod aoordlal wel- 
come to the fkigitive who laya hla weary limba at your door, 
and defend bimaa yon would your paternal goda.. Coirect 
your own emir.-ibat aUvery aaa aay conatitadonal gnar- 
•ameewtileta nay aot beretaaaed,aiMl oogbt aot to be reUn- 
quiafaed." 

And he says, fUrther on: 

« Wbaaevertbe public mind abaUwiU the sfanlitlMi of 
alavary, tbe way will open for It." 

Does all this mean nothing, sir ? Who can read 
that remarkable speech of that remarkable man, 
and come to any other sensible ccmelusion'than 
that he meant to convey the idea tRat it was the 
duty of the narlhem people, and their right, to 
abolish davery whenever they lud the power, or 
whenever the anti-slavery asnlinent of the Ntffth 
waascady to will it? If be nMant not thal^he 
meant nothior. 

Mr.WAEEMAN. Fromwlmip^ierdoyoa 
read? 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Prom the 
Globe. 

Mr. WA KEMAN. From what speech ? 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. From the 
speech of the Senator from New York, as quoted 
by the Senator firem Mississippi, [Mr. foowx,] 
and whieh the Senator from New York [Mr. 
SbwaboI baa had published himself in his book 
epeecuies, and which he does not deny 

Mr. WAKEMAN. Oh, that is another thing. 

Mr. Me(3.UEEN. Whose speech is it from? 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Mr.SBWAan'i. 
And now, sir, I wish to knowfromthegentlsman 
from New Yorkif he denies that the Senatorfrmn 
New York made that speech ? 

Mr. WAKEMAN. I do not know anything 
about it; I atmply ask the gentleman if ne uras 
reading fhnn Mr.'SnwiHn's speech or ftom some- 
body else's— — 

Mr. FLORENCE. Does the genUeman from 
New York coincide in it? That is the question. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. Notatall. I say nothing 
on^e subject. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. But this is not 
all, sir. Another distinguished Senator, [MV. 
WiLBOv,] whose distinction, however, arises not 
so mn«h from his ability and learning aa from 
hia truckling subserviency to the lowest preiudioea 
and passions of mankinu, in a letter to Wendell 
Phillips, tbe great center of ultra aholitioniamt 
said: 

"The Anti-Slavery party alone ia too wrah. Tbey^o 
few in numbeta, tboagh their polkijr I bellcva will yoi be 
impraaaed upon the country-^but the time ia not yet.** 

Now, sir, to what policy did he refer? He 
well knowa that the party lo which Wendell 
Phillips is attaclied.and of which b^was then 
■peakuig, hold to the ooliay of abolishing sla- 
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vary everywhere in the United Stateit thnnigh 
the Rction of the Federal Govemmeot. He mji 
that policy will yet be impreued upon the coun- 
try — but the time ia not yet^ meauine to agree 
with the diatii^ished Senator from New York, 
[Mr. SbwakdJ that whenever the public senti- 
ment wilted the abolition of slavery, the way 
would open for it. If he meant not this, then u 
language worth nothing. * 

£it, sir, let ui review the policy of that par^* 
M set forth by its advocatea apoo this fiow. On 
the day of July hut, a member from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Dsaiif] in Mating what be under- 
stood to be the issue as preMOled between the 
contending parties, said: 

" The iMut* or all, th« reuon of MI. the barii of aU thli 
liM in tbe atmple quMtion, Shall freedotB or riaverr be ttie 
mlioa, iH«doniinai)t feature of tlie model Sepublle of the 
world ? That queation can be aniwered'In but one way. 
Freedom, human perBonal freedoin,-the fUlflllinent of the 
peat ■euiimeiit, ' that all men are crMted ffee and equal, 
aod endowed by ttielr Creator with tbe InaUenable riftUs 
to Uf«, liberty, and the pursuit of bappineM,' will be tbe 
natlona) nUing of this conntrv fbr fliUire ccataries, or the 
•an of lit paM riocy will Mt In drapenr erlmeoned by tta 
own Uood, ere it reacliea a eenuuy at in eataSGea. Ha- 
naa llbei^ and cbatM ilavery aie tba veiy oniMitee of 
•adi other. Tou may ae wall atteaptlo wed Ibedaifcneae 
to the li^t, to make tnodeM vfrtae the dally handmaid of 
abbORest vice, ai to mloale, hanboniae^ and unite in a 
eoinmoB aatlonallty the doctrine of pmpnat VStmns and 
leBublican loveretiniy with tbe penoBiI chattel riavery 
or the many, bou^i, lold, banarad, or exebanmd, and 
owned, bodund eoul, by the ftw.' It la a poUnoal and 
monl impiMlbillV." 

Wei), air, in point of composition that is a 
very pretty thing — somewhat eloquent — pretty 
bold — not very clear — deddedly sentimental — 
rather on the sickly order, however, an<t withal 
does the author some honor; bat what does he. 
mean ? [Laughter.] He save that flmdom must 
be the national ruling of tne Government; and 
when he aays freedom, he means fteedom as dia- 
tinguished from African slavery. They cannot 
live under the same national rule — " it ia a polit- 
ical and moral impossibility." If he does not 
mean that the Federal Government must inter- 
pose to destroy this " infamous" chattel slavery, 
he means nothing. And yet we are to be told 
that the Fruident rendered himself infamous for 
staling thacthe party Kg which that gentleman 
belongs woa inflamea with a deaire to interfere 
with Uie domeatic inatitQtiona of the States. 

Another member, from Ohio, [Mr. SArr,] in 
one of bis eloquent outbursta of inspiration, 
•aid; 

<■ Yae, witb tkat fteedon sad FMnont and D^ton em- 
Masoned on the amnla lUds of our national banner, wa 
will drive tbe haw minioiw oTilawy ftoot Iheir eoatml of 
the Ooveroment ; and we will use Ut powen to bolld ap 
our new eoaniry free tmm the Matt or davery, and nak* 
America worthy of being the Nonh Star of madom, by 
which the eye of tbe exile can be guided wllb eaftqrto the 
asylum of liberty." 

#Well, sir, in order to drive the base minions of 
slavery from their seats here, he must infringe 
their const) lutional rights; and in order to free 
this country from those taints of slavery whi&h 
seem to be ofTennive to the delicate organs of the 
gentleman froiA Ohio, he must destroy slaverv; 
and in order to destroy it, he must unlawfttlly 
and unconstitutionally inteiiere with it. But, sir, 
these gentlemen (honest souls!) do not mean to in- 
terfere with tbe domestic ineUtutions of the States. 
A member /rom Massachusetts [Mr. Tai.rTO>[] 
who unites with himself the character of priest, 
prophet, and legislator, in a speech on tbis floor 
in which he quoted alternately from Uncle Tom's 
Cabin and the Bible, [cries of "Who is he?" 
Who ia it?"] said: 

"Mr. Chairman, wbst la the eattie of all tbie agit^ion' 
It ia slavery--a ayuem so opposed to all iiut notion* at n- 

rMiGaniera, eo repngnant to all the sentlmenta of ffeedom 
the human betn, wo incoDalMent witii the great prindplei 
of liberty, for which our Ihtben Iboght, tbai it ie not even 
aained la onr ConetitaikM, not pnmded Am- in that inetni- 
ment, but only n^nd to esin as an avU which it waa 
■ni4>o*ed would aoon die out and come to an end." 

He aays further: 

" But alai ! air, that dreun of die aegea aod patilota of 

^e olden time tiu not been realiaed." 

A little further on, he adds: 

" The quesdnn naturally ariaaa, what rigbt have their 
owners to property In mait Wbo gave you lUa rWu f 
WhatUlbesYoundoftbtariRgnlarelalmr la It ereaiionT 
»o,6lr. God mudc man, and laya, All tonlaare nbM? Ja 
it connueM >. No ; yon have not been at war with AfHca, 
■adulien priaoneia, whe, ^ Uie laws of sncteot waiftn, 



bate tbrfeHed their &eadom to you. HHpi cbaaaf Who 
bad aotboriiy to aeU and convey to yon a bomaa bdngf 
Show a bill of aale from your Maker, and we will admit it 
to be aotborttatlve; anal that tbnewedemnr. No,«iri 
on Uio eteraal pilnclplaa of right, one man cannot own 
another until sniborily te given by tbe Cnator." 

I would be pleased to ansmr the questions of 
that member here, so as toget faimoutof adifficulty 
into which he seems to hare fallen with r^ard to 
a point of history. If he will make examination 
into the questions he then propounded, he will . 
find that the ancestors of the men who compose 
hie party kidnapped the negroes from AlVica, sold 
them to the Boutbenmeotput the money in their 
pockets, nod now their descendants are assislii^ 
in stealing them|a second time, and then reading 
lectures to us on morality L 

But, sir, to the point. The member from Maa- 
aaehusetu saya tnt slavery ia not named in tbe 
Constitution, only soffered to exist; that, nnlMS 
we can show a bill of sale from the Creator, he 
demurs to the title; and yet, sir, he has no desire 
to interfere witb the domeslie inslitulions of the 
States. Sir, if slavery has no law to protect it, 
and if it' be the great wron^whidi the member 
from Maasachusetts conceives it to^ be, will he 
not raise his voice and his arm to eradicate it? 

Having shown, from their own mouths, that 
the President spoke truly — that he was but giving 
to Congress tbe fhcis, as they appeared of rec- 
ord — I will proceed briefly to the discussion of 
another question, which has been raised by mem- 
bers on the other side of the House. 

It haa been gravely said that, by the election 
of Mr. Buchanan to the Presidency, nothing has 
been decided , because those who assert that charge 
that the party which elected him, and whose can* 
didate he was, refhsed to meet the issued, and 
that they advocated one line of policy in the North 
and another in tbe South. This, sir, I deny. I 
will state, as nearly as I can, what were the ques- 
tions presented to the people of the South; and, 
idthoiigh I did nothave tbe pleasure of mingliw, 
as much as I desired to do, with the people of the 
North, yet I saw enough there to satisfy me that 
the issues, as presented by the Cincinnati Con- 
vention, were made by tbe Democracy, both North 
and South, fewrlessly, flilly, and vinaicated suc- 
censfully. I expect lo be able to demonstrate, 
that the Democratic party was the only party that 
stood faithfully by their cherished principles; and 
to this I attribute much of the victory we b^ve 
achieved. In the South, the Democraey planted 
themselves on theae positions: 

1. Tbe equality of the States under the Con- 
atitiition. 

3. The equality of theutisMiBof all theStatea, 
without regard to their rd^iotif Ihtth or the jdaee 
of their birth. 

3. Non-interfctenee by Congress with slavery 
in the States, in the Territories, and in the Dia- 
trict of Columbia. 

4. New States shall be admitted into tbe Union 
when the number of inbabitanis justif|r it, with 
or without domestic slavery, as the people may 
determine in their constitntioD. 

5. The enforcement of tbe eoDstitutional rem- 
edy of recovering fligitiTes flrom labor, by thoae to 
whom such labor is due. 

Now, sir, those were tbe positions upon which 
the Democracy of Tennessee planted themselves 
in that contest, and on them they were victorious; 
and I here take oeoasion to say , that every Dem- 
ocrat on thia floor from the northern Stales, and 
every one who was elected, was supported upon 
tbe same principlea, and stands here ready to 
mainuin them. If I am mistaken, I would be 
pleased to learn the exception. [Here Mr. Eiie- 
usH, of Indiana, Mr. FLOBSireB, of PennvHva- 
nia, and other Democrats from the northern 
States, bowed assent.] 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I do not rise in 
a spirit of interference, nor do I desire in the* 
slignlest degree to embamss the genUeman; hut 
simply to ask a question. There are two proiio- 
sidons embraced in what the gentleman has said. 
One is non-interferentie wtb uavery in the Terri- 
tories, and the other is a guarantee on Uie part of 
Congress that States sha11.be admitted without 
any regard to whether alavery be tolerated or 
not. The question which I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman is simply this: does it emlfrace two dis- 
tinct proposiuonsf and does the first leftr to the 



Territorus while in a lenitoiial eoadition« ud 
the secJmd to the Territories wbui tbey come to 

act in the caMcity of States? 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I will answer 
the question of my friend from Kentadcy before 
1 close. 

And now, sir, what wsre the poaitioiw of tbe 
Black Republican party? 

1. No more stave Sutes shall ever be admitted 
into the Union^ even if the pei^ thereof an in 
fhvor of that institutioDi aod adopt it io their 
conttitation. 

8. The onreatrieled power oT Ctmgraes over 
the question of slavery in the Territories, and a 
determination to abolish davery in every plaee 
where they think they have tbe power. 

And now^ sir, I appeal to tbe Republican mem* 
here to aay if I have not iflted theu position cor- 
rectly? Will they dan to say on this floor, ia 
view of their position as taken before the people, 
that they wilt vote to admit Kansas as a suve 
State if the peoi^ there dsaire it? No, sir, not 
one of the m wi ll. 

Mr. LEITEUl. I propose to aiuwer the mitt- 
tion. I do not stand here to answer for a Black 
Republican party, but to answer for myaelf, in- 
dividually, as a Democrat, that I wijlnewr vote 
for the admission of any more slav^Statea into 
tbe U nion. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tenneaaee. For whom did 
the gentleman from Ohio vote for Ptestdeot i 

Mr. LEITBR. Whom did I vote for? I 
voted for John C. fVemont, of eoum. [I«ugh- 

liL. McMULLIN. Then I read the gMiUe- 
man out of the Demoemtie ehnreh. [Rraewed 
laughter.] 

Mr. LEITER. I deny the right<rf'Uie gentle- 
man to do that. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tenneasee. The Demo- 
cratic party of Ohio have done that long since. 

And now I would be pisased to know if yoa, 
sir, [pointing to Mr. H. MAninaLL in tbe chair,] 
wouM give ue toss of a copper for the difference 
between the positiooa of the Democratic and Black 
Republican parties? If you would not, it would 
be nothing but right that the country ahoald know 
it. 

I will not now consume the time of the House 
by entering upon the broad field of discussion 
which here presents itself as to the power of the 
Federal Government to govern the people of the 
Territories. Nor yet wul I enter into that other 
field, 10 doaely glebned by member* on idl sidea 
of the-House, whieh involves the qoe^on of 
*' squatter sovereignty," so called; for had I the 
ability and the inclination to do so, the fact that 
these questions have received at the hands of 
abler and more skillful gentlemen than myaelf fhll 
as much attention as tbey deserve, and the Airtbcr 
fact, that I have already discussed them at home 
before my constituents, admonish me that I can 
add no more to what has been aaid already Uiat 
would either interest or instruct. * 

Then, Mr. Chairman, I assert that the party 
which elerated Mr.^cnanan to the Presiaeney 
evaded no iaaue; and I charge, and I shall en- 
deavor to prove, that the Black Republican party 
did evade the issues which they tuemselves had 
tendered, and that the Know Nothing party did 
the same thing. In the North, sir, the Repub- 
lican party, instead of marching up boldly to the 
issue of non-interforenca by Congrefta with the 
queation of slavery in the Territories, and the 
ngbt of the people thereof to govern themselves 
under the Constitution, evaded it byaningemoos 
attempt to impress upon the minds of the north- 
em people that the Demoeratie party wera not 
really favorable to the eraat doctiiae of *' non- 
interference," and the medom of the people of 
the Territoriea to reflate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way; and that the men North 
and SouUi who aided in the paasage of the Knn- 
sas-Nebraskaactdidsoforthe purpose of extend- 
ing slavery over one of those Territories; and 
this they did in the face of tbe recorded testimony 
of every gentleman on this floor from the Soutn 
who bod avowed publicly that their object waa 
not to make of the Territories either slave or 
free Slates; but to leave that question to be detenn- 
ined by those iHio were direcUy interested in it, 
and who could decide it to atiit their own wauta 
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&nd inteiert*. They not onhr did tliu; but, with 
\ viev of calling attention from the only ques- 
tions that divided the eonntiy, they denounced 
Boutheni Democracy ai " duunioniste," " ala- 
rcry propagandiata," and " nigger driTera;" and, 
in oraer further to inflame the popular prejudices, 
ind thaa evade the true issues, they proclaimed, 
torn every atump and throngh eTery preaa, the 
ivrongs of "bleeding Kansas," and daily and 
lourly heralded every street fight and cross- 
oad difficDlty which took place in that Territory, 
ts instances of the tmnny of what tbeycalled 
he "slsTa power." Ay, more sir. With a 
riew to blind^the aenses'of the people, and to 
nflame their passions, they took advantage of a 
lersonal difficulty which occurred between a 
nember of this House. [Mr. Bkooki,] now no 
nore, and a Senator f^m Massachnsetta; mag- 
liSed it also an attack on the freedom of debate, 
ind, like the deawgogne Antony, over the dead 
)ody of Ctesar, pointed to his bleeding wounds,, 
ind hetd aloft h» blood-stained garments, crying 
Joud, ** See what a rent theenvious Casca made. " 
lU tluB, ud more* sir. It was represented that 
he non-slaveliolders of the South were oppressed, 
rodden down, by the alave power, and one mem- 
ler from Massachusetts, [Mr. Borunoamb,] if I 
niatake not, in a speech delivered somewhere in 
be West — perhaps in the atr of Cincinnati— : 
rent 00 for as to say that in the South no man 
ould hold oflice unless he were himself a slave- 
lolder. Mr. Chairman, they went fbrther even 
ban this. They charged upon the Democratic 
larty that they not only tpeaitated and deaigned 
arrTtne slavery to all the Territories, but that, 
r Mr. Buchanan were elected, even the sanctuarr 
if the free States was to be polluted by the unhal- 
Dwed tread of the alaveocracy, and that in less 
h&n three Jjnonths slavery would be ftirced upon 
be honeat^nd liberty-loving peojfde of good old 
?ennsid|rania. All these things, sir,didtBe Black 
Hepublican party; and now, when the verdict of 
he people has heen rendered, and when the foul 
ipint of disorder and rebellion boa been rebuked, 
hey come here and say to the Democracy, Oh ! 
jo*x dodged the issuea." 

But I have aword for my Know Nothing friends 
lere. They come along and join in with the cir 
igainBt us too. Ziet us see where they stand, 
rhia party, which cliarges as with having evaded 
aaues, when their first national convention met, 
idopted a section, as a part of their platform, 
shich was regarded as so nnconstitutional and 
K> proscriptive towards the citizeBS of the United 
States who were attached to the Catholia faith, 
hat Uie gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Edstib,] 
limself a member of the porty, in hia place here, 
lenounced it in most withering terms, dedoring 
hat it was a fool blot upon that party, and upon 
hecountry. When that platformwaaannouneed, 
he Democracy oU over the Union united in op- 
loaition to it; and it was not long before the very 
nen who had made it were seen to wheel about 
md declare themselves as the especial champions 
}f reteioua libwty. Tliey aba nd oned that por- 
ion or their platllonni and in less than two years 
hey were found in the same conventions, by the 
tide of Uiese same Catholics whom they had once 
lenounced as enemies to the country; and they 
iven went so far as to select a pious and worthy 
nember of that church, in the State of Louisiana, 
ts their chaplain in their State L^alature. Call 
rou that standing up toyoar issues ? 

Again, air; aAer the Know Nothing party had 
vept oceans of tears over the dangers which they 
nid ihr^tened us from foreign tmmtgratton, and 
tfter haTing sworn to proscribe all citixens who 
irere not bom upon the soil of the United States, 
iiey selected as tneir candidate for the Presidency 
1 distinguished man, who, in the very fhce of all 
:be lamentations of his followers, and after he 
iMis nominated for the Presidency, made this 
remarkable declaration: 

"T have no bostUiw to fbreigtien. IlMvewitneMedibdr 
leploiable condttlon fntbeoliicoiiiitT7,HidGodlbrbidtb« 
I aliauld add to tbeir miflMas by nflufng Uwb an aiytnin 
n tbis. I would UirMrtbegBUBwMa(weB,asdiiivitetlie 
>pprcsaed otcwmiaaii topaftaltao#(neUe«ia|iorouT 
aWB and couniry-" 

This, air; was the language o| Mr. Fillmore 
when thoughts of the plMsnres and comibrts of 
the While Hooae w«te stealtne over him, and, 
in the teeth of hiR Natife American fbUoven, 



he made the biWid invitation to the oppressed of 
every land to come and partake of the blessings 
of our laws and country. And thia is the party 
which taunts the Democracmwitb afailure to meet 
the issues. The Democra&o party of the M^orthi 
and of the South, evaded no issues then. Bur, I 
have no words that will egress my respect and 
admira^n for the gallantDemoeraey of me whole 
North^Amid the raging of the storm they fal- 
tered not, nor ^trembled. Wherever the battle 
raged the warmeat, they might be seen closing 
thick around the glorious standard of the Conatir 
tution. Their victory will be remembered upon 
the bnghteat page or the country's history, and 
posterity will point to them as heroes, whose self- 
sacrificing spirit, and yrhose devotion toprinciple, 
and whose love of country, can scarcely find a 
parallel anywhere. I feel grate AU to them, and I 
take pleasure in expressing it. 

I have a word to say with regard to some of 
the remarks submitted a fewdays ago by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Datis] in his own 
eloquent and beautiful manner. He is the same 
gentleman, sir, who, during the last aesaion of 
Congresa, began a speech by asking, " Is Philip 
dead?" He endeavored, in a laboreuargument, to 
enlighten the House as to what questions of im- 
portance had been settled by the struggle which 
resulted in the election of Mr. Buchanan to die 
Preaidency. By a alight change of words that 
important question, propounded by the gentleman 
at the last session of Congress, would read, " Is 
Samuel dead?" and if the gentleman wilt closely 
inquire into the result of the late struggle, he will 
find a ready response to that question. It will be, 
sir, that Samuel is not only dead, but very dead. 
[Great laughter.] 

The same gentleman also belabored himself to 
alarm the country on account of the great ques- 
tion of what is termed "aquatter sovereignty," 
and not unlike yonraelf, Mr. Chairman, the 
ghost of that greatest of humbug seems to pur- 
sue bim by day and to disturb him in hia dreams 
by night. [Laughter.] Now, sir, I imagine that 
ir the gentleman will read with care the speeches 
of my distinguished colleague txom the Chata- 
nooga district, [Mr. Shitb,] and my diattnguiahed 
friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Orb,] ne will 
find many of the alarming symptoms attendant 
on that prevalent disease among Know-Noth- 
ing members, called fear of squatter sovereignty, 
(and which seems to be epidemic at this time,) 
rapidly disappearing. For, mr, whilst with ^y 
two fnenda I do not believe that the Constitution 
of the United States nor the Kansas-Nebraska bill 
confers tliat power called squatter sovereignty, I 
also agree with them most fully as to the import- 
ance which ought to be attached to it; for after all 
that has been said about it, neither a belief nor a 
disbelief in that power eon by any possibility 
change the action of members on this floor with 
remra to the question of slavery. 

But, sir, after that gentlemAi [Mr. Davii] had 
concluded hia remartu, showing what connection 
the Democratic party bad wiui sqaatter sover- 
eign^, I listened with patience to hear him 
enlighten the House as to how Mr. Fillmore, his 
late candidate for the Presidency, stood on that 

Sluestion; but here, sir, again, I^ilip was dead, 
or lie spoke not a wonl. And this House and 
the world would have been ignorant to thia day 
on that point had not Mr. FiUmore himself, in a 
celebrated letter in reaponae to a celebrated ques- 
tion, said: " I am opposed to the annexation of 
Texas to this Union under any circumstances, so 
long as slaves are held there;"^ thus plainly pledg- 
ing himself to the same doctrine now held by 
another party in this country — to wit, no more 
slave territory. 

The gentleman from Maryland also said that 
the Democratic party were the disturbers of the 

Sublic peace. Well, sir, I confess that the tufa- 
uct or the Democracy in the late stru^le may 
have interfered somewhat with the rest of Uie 

featleman from Maryland; no doubt but that it 
as greatly disturbed the peace, both public and 
private, of Mr. FiUmore, and Mr. Fremont, and 
their respective party friends; but, sir, this dis- 
turbance was etiected in a lawful and constitu- 
tional way. Bu^if the gentleman will take the 
pains to recur to the recent history of the eondoct 
of his own pwty ftienda in the dtiea of New 



Orleans and Louisville, and even in the beeutiful 
monumental city, which he represents in port, he 
will find there quite enough instances of peace- 
breaking and lawlessness, resulting, no doubt, 
from that mobbish spirit which was inaugurated 
with the birth of Enow-Nothingism, and which 
has manifested itself more especially on election 
days by burning dwellings, destroying ballot- 
boxes, and murdering innocent men and helpless 
women and children. And in these he may find 
a I(u^ field for the display-of his talent for giving 
advice. 

The gentieman also undertook to enlighten the 
House |ui to what instructiona had been gathered, 
what useful lessons had been learned, by the 
Democratic party in the result of the late elec- 
tion. And he alao said the aame with regard to 
the Black Republican party; but he did not tell 
ua what lessons he and his party had received. 
Sir, if I were to say what lessons had been taught 
the gentleman's party, I would suggest that they 
have learned moat unmiatakably that the AmOT- 
icon people have no other feclinga than those of 
diaguat for a party which eeeka to build itself up 
by means of secret oaths, and in defiance of con- 
stitutional obligations, and which seeks to strike 
down and proscribe men on account of their reli- 
gious faith or the place of their birth. This les- 
son, sir, I think they have been taught; whether - 
or not they will profit by it, is fbr them to de- 
termine. 

The last proposition submitted by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Djhtii] — if I under- 
stood him correctly, and I hope I did not; and I 
regret that he is not now in his seat in order that he 
might correct me if I do him any injustice; and ae 
1 have not read hia remarks as printed, Imightdo 
so, as I only apeak from memory— in substance 
amounts to this; Early in the debate my dia- 
, tinguiahed colleague [Mr. Suitb] stated it as his 
opinion, that an efibrt would be made to reunite 
into one thp two elements of the opposition to the 
Democratic party; and if I understood the gcp- 
tleman from Maryland, he aaid that when Eanaae 
shall have been admitted into the Union as a State, 
there will cease to exist any further necessity for 
the continuance of the Black Republican organiza- 
tion; and that then it will be a question of grave 
importance as to whether or not a reunion between 
its members and the members of the American 
Know Nothing) party ought not to be effected, 
f that was what the gjentieman meant to say, I 
have to remark, that^if the Black Republican 
party are induced to bite at that bait, and if the 
two parties are to be united in holy wedlock, I 
would b» pleased to be present on the happy oc- 
casion to witness the ceremonies, and see with 
what grace the orphan boy of Samuel, deceased, 
will tuce to his youthful bosom the widow and 
relict of the late Sambo. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Chairman, one word more, and I will close. 
When my colleague from the Trenton district, 
[Mr. EthbridgC,] some time ago, offered a res- 
olution with regard to the reopening the African 
stave trade, I voted against it, because, sir, as I 
then stated, I thought that it was offered for the 
purpose of dividing and distracting, if possibte, 
the Democratic party. Knowing my colleague's 
deep-rooted hatred to that party to which I am 
attached , and believing that it is the only party to 
which the destinies of the country can safely b« 
intrusted,! was unwilling to ^ve my countenance 
to a scheme which I then thought waa aet on foot' 
to embarrass its action. I also think with the 
distinguished gentleman from Missiaaippi, [Mr. 
Q.II1TUAN,] whom I am proud to call my friend, 
that Congress is a very unsaft tribunal to decide 
for the people of the United States what shall or 
shall not be their, standard of morality. But, 
air, while I voted againat that resolution, as I 
then stated, I am opposed to the policy of reopen- 
ing the African slave trade. I voted very cheer- 
fully for the resolution of the gentleman from 
South Choline, [Mr. Orb,] which declared it to 
be '* unwise, inexpedient, and againat the settled 
policy of the Government" to reopen that iradd^ 
I regretted exceedingly thit my colleague [Mr. 
ETHEtdDOE] should nave raised that question at 
a time when he well knew that the whole of the 
people of Tennessee, with scarcely an exception, 
4re opposed to the policy alluded to. I no not 
believe there ii a ein^e menJtfephere from iie 
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South (with perhaps ooa exception) who does 
fikTor that policy; and yet a settled attempt is 
being made to impress upon the public mind of 
the North that the South desires the reopening of 
that trade. But whatever the motive oi ray col- 
leaguo may have been, it is past; and if he intended 
what I have said, I am very happy that he was 
disappointed in hia hopes. 

But, sir, the Democratic par^ are neither in 
danger from these atteropis on the part of gentle- 
men to divide and distract its forces, nor yet from 
« union of the varioua elements of the Opposition. 
It hss stood the test of time; and withjultu great 
measures now securely imbedded in the hearts 
and afl^ions of the people, the Democratic party 
stands to-day in a prouder attitude than it ever 
before occupied. And now, air, when the great 
atni^le which has just closed has shown that 
our policy with regard to the territorial qnaition 
is also fiiTOred by the pec^le, we can tnamph- 
•ntly point you to that verdict, and deftr you. 
Sir, if a union is to be effSected between tne two 
wings of the Opposition, I, for one, say, let it 
come. The Democratic party is equal to the task 
of soocessfaDy eombatin|r them all, either sepa- 
iBlely or combined. United with the remnant of 
what was once the old Whig party afainat Abol- 
itioniam and Know Nothingiam, we rear you not. 
With the Constitution in our hands, ana the Sag 
of the Union warinf oTsr ws will truuDpn 
over an opposition. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope that the result of the late 
struggle for the Prssiaency will quiet forever the 
bitter waters of eectional strife. The people have 

tironounced emphatically against sectional feel- 
nga and sectional parties; and it is grateful to the 
heart of the patriot to witness with what resigna- 
tion the minority submit to the constitutionally 
axpreased will of the majority. Let ue endeavor 
to bury the feelings of .enmity which a most 
stormy political contest may have engendered in 
the hearty and let ns bone tost, in .the future, the 
counsels of wisdom and modentionmay prevail, 
and that our/onitttiilleiisl Union, which ought to 
be the dearest idol of our political wotship, may 
stand forever as it now acands, a msniWMnf to the 
viadom of our fathers, and the star of ZTopc to 
•neceeding generations. 

NAVAL DBPOT AT BBUNBWIOK. 

SPEECH OF HON. D. L. YULEE, 

OP FLORIDA , 
Ik the Sehatb, Jmrntarj 37, 1657. 

SenatD, u In Comniittee of the Whole, renimed tli« 
sonsidentiaa of ib« biU authorisltii the eiubl iibmeot of a 
aaval depot on nyilM Itland, at Bmnawfck, oa tbe coa«t 
of Oeotgta, aad (br other parpoeee. The pemUnf qneatlon 
belni on the inoilon of Mr. Maliaev to recommit die MB 
to the Committee on Naval Affair*, Mr. Bisss called for 
the y«aa and nara ; and tbej were oidered. 

Mr. YULEE. Before the vote is taken I de- 
aire to say a few words: I shall vote in favor of 
the recommittal. The Committee on Naval Af- 
fiiLirs, through their chairman, ask it. It would 
be according to the usual courtesies of the body, 
to ssy nothing of its proper and usual practice, 
to accede to the wish of the committee, and to 

¥'ve them opportunity for further conaideration. 
here is great appropriateness and propriety in 
the recommittal, Maause the subject has never 
been considered by this body or by any commit- 
tee of this body. It is entirely immature, both 
as to the subject-matter and as to the form in 
which the bill comes before us. The establish- 
ment of a navy-yard on the 'southern Atlantic 
coast, although it has been agitated for the last 
twentT or twenty-five years, has never been be- 
fore the Senate as a subject for consideration. 
There has never been any recommendation from 
any Secretary of the Navy for the establishment 
of a yard at Brunswick, or at any other point, 
except at Charleston. The subject of the eatab- 
tishment of a yard at Brtinswick came up here 
' auddenly at the close of the last session, without 
opportunity for previous recommendation by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs; for although it was 
referred, it was not considered by them, because 
they had ceased to hold meetings when the bill 
came from the House of RspiesentatiTes. Tbers 



opriety itui reoonuniltal, 
be considered*, not only 



is, therefore, every pro_ 
in order that it may 

upon its own merits, but with reference to other 
matters which have been referred by the Senate to 
the Committee on PAval Afiikirs, and which are 
involved in the decision upon this bill. I allude 
to the suggestions from t^e Stata of North Car- 
olina, from the State of South Carolina, and ttom 
the Slate of Florida, with respect to a lo4||ion on 
their reapecttve coasts, and from reniectable par- 
ties in Georgia* with reftrenca to other locaiioos 
on that coaat. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Tooma] com- 
plained that this bill haa twen postponed at the 
Isst session, and a vote prevented by reason of 
my holding and occupying the floor, with a 
threat to continue to do so^until the close of ths 
session. If the Senator wlU review the {woceed- 
tngs of ^at day, he will find himself to have 
been totally mistaken. So far from it, the floor 
was successively occupied by six gentlemen after 
I had ceased to say what f deaired to say, and 
what I deemed it proper to aay on the occasion. 
The only su^estion which I made to the Senate 
— and I gave the reasons which induced ^at 
suggestion—was, that the subject was too import- 
ant to be disposed of in so hasty a manner at the 
heel of the session, without examination by the 
appropriate committeei and the discoveries made 
sines that time fully vindicate the position I then 
took. 

Ths Senstor also complained^liat I had caused 
the postponement of the billt although ths whole 
subject of a proper locatTon had been examined 
by the Navy Department, and Brunswick had 
been recommended as the result of that examin- 
ation; and he said that he had made the motion 
upon which ths Secretary of the Navr caused 
those examinations to be made, liie Senator is 
quite OS wrong in his memory upon that fact as 
upon the other. The resolution which he pre- 
sented amlied solely to Brunswick, and the report 
of the Secretary applied solely to Brunswick. 
So far from recommendtng the establishment of 
a navy-yard there, he expressly declares in his 
report that he cannot recommend the establish- 
ment of a yard at Brunswick; and that he is not 
prepared to recommend any point as preferable 
to others. 

In vindication of the suggestion which I made 
at the last session, I say that facts have since 
been disclosed, which snow, not only that the 
Senate acted wisely then, but that tney would 
act unwisely now to proceed without a commit- 
tal of this matter to a committee; for what luave 
been the developments? That Brunswit^, al- 
though a pretty good commercial harbor, is not 
a naval harbor at all; and that on the other hand 
there is, within the State of South Carolina, a 
harbor, which ia a ship-of-the-line harbor, and in 
every other redpeet not only the equal, but the 
superior of Brunswick, for all naval uses. I 
am not prepared to say that I should be willing 
to vote now, at once, without recommittal, for 
the establishment of a navy-yard at Port Royal. 
The subject is too impwtant, not oaly in its 
money aspect, but in its reference to the general 
defenses of the country, and the efficiency of the 
Navy, for hasty action. In its money aspect it 
is of some importance. The yard itself wUl cost 
millions in improvements, and a system of forti- 
fication must ensue which will cost millions. But 
it has a higher aspect in its relation to the .defense 
of the soutoem coast. New fhcts have come into 
existence since the examination of these harbors 
in 1636, that change the policy upon which we 
should act in regard to tho establishment of a 
navy-yard. The fortificationa which have been 
commenced and are progressing to compleUoo at 
Tortugas and at Key West, give us assuranos of 
harbors of refuge and safety, and of naval ren- 
dezvous, which will protect the eommerce of the 
Gulf of Mexico. The great point which should 
be now regarded in the estabhshment of a navel 
depot on the southern Atlantic coast, is to pro- 
tect the great commercial depots of the South, 
and they are Charleston and Savannah. This 
gives a new aspect to the policy which we should 
observe in the establiahment of a naval depot. 

There haa been some disfute in reference to 
the depth of water at Brunswick and at Port 
Royal. This ia a matter capable of exact decis- 



ion, and of perfect aacertainment. The coast 
survey which is now progressing, and which, if 
worth anything at all, must be valuable as fur- 
nishing us with the exact depth of water on the 
coast, affords us the means, without regard to 
anything that is past, of an exact and perfect as- 
certainment of the depth at the two Jiointa. I 
haveobtainedfrora the Coast Survey office, within 
the last day or two, the precise (acts. Here is 
exactly the depth of the water u those harbors, 
as ascertained by the Coast Survey. Mr. Bache 
writes to me on the 22d of January— ra.fv daya 

" In conpUoBce with year issoest, I tesMi la ihs s^ 
nexed table the deptha over the ban at PortKoral, SoMk 
Caroliss, end SL Binioii>a, (Bcunswlek,) Osoi|1b, st 
low aad noon Ugh water." 

The table ts as follows: 

1 
a 





* 11'' 

i 1 1 1 


I I I 

(If 

1 a s 


I 


ilii3yp|s|i 

^'si|l|t|f|i| 

iPi^i m ill 


l| 




H S 






r 


i 
1 




!| 9 


* 


is 






g g g gif 




! 

& 
9 




m 




t* b'^ 


if 



Port Royal has three entrances, one of seven- 
teen feet at low water and twentv-four feet at 
high water; one of nineteen feet at low water and 
tweoty-aix feet at high water; but the third and 
most important is twenty feet at low vatsr and 
twenty-seven feet at high water. Brunswick, on 
the other hand, haa seventeen feet at low water, 
and twenty-three and one tenth feet at high water. 
This ia Uie exact depth of the two bars — at high 
water, a difference of four feet in favor of Port 
Royal, and at low water a difference of three feet. 
This diffsiencs, as between the high and low 
water marks, reinilu from the fact, that instead of 
there being a mean rise of seven feat at Bruns- 
wick, as supposed by the Senators from Qeoigia, 
there iaa mean rise of only six and one tenth Met, 
while at Port Boyal there ia a maaa rise of aavaB 
bet and a fraction. 

Mr. iyE;RSON. The honorable Senator vtU 
allow me to correct him. ' 

Mr. YULEE. Certainly. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will correct the statement 
of one of the officers of the Coast Survey by ths 
atatement of another officer of the Coapt Survey 
who actually mads a atirvey laat ys^ — Lieu- 
tenant Trenchant. He says of Brunswick b^: 
" Seventeen feet can be carried over at mean low 
water." Then he says, The mean riae and fall 
of ordinary tides is seven &st, and of tlie aprinc 
tides from nine to ten feet." Adding aeven an4 
seventeen together, according to my arithmetic, 
you have twenty-four. 

Mr. YULEE. Now I will correct the gentle- 
man, and show him that he is proceeding on 
obsolete data. Lieutenant Trenchard wrote that 
letter at the time he made the survey, but tbe 
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nean rife and feSoftidMcati Mlybi tiaearaulf- 
letermined' bra iong Beries of tidu obMrrstions. 

Mr. IVER60N. He made tlwm fbr MMbty- 
>ne dava, accordine; to hie report. 

Mr.VlTLEE. Thej had not ffieabtien worked 
ip. Two series of tidal obaemUoM hare been 
nade since that time, and a third is being made; 
tnd this which the ^perintendent naw gives is 
he nparcflt appn):dm&tion to the exact fiict irtiich 
he state of the' tidal obserrations and the com- 
lutations -of the CoaSUSurrey oflhera enabla 
hem to make. 

Now, let tu look at the Taloe which these re- 

pective depths have upon the question before 
:fl. The object ia to know whether either of these 
lacea, and if either, which, is salted to naval 
urpoacs; and to determine that, yoA must be 
overned by a conaideration of what the naral 
aea require. To know that, you mast haTe the 
rater draoghtof oar Teasels of war, I have ob- 
uned from the Vfavy Department dieoffinaland 
xact data on that p6int. ThedM|M«ad draoghf 
<r a sloop-of-war it seTenteen' feet Ax inetras. 
ty that they mean the d^gbt of a resael armed 
iid proriaioned for a emise. The load draught 
if a frigate is twenty-two feet eight inches; and 
Tasbip-of-the-line twenty-tlTe feeteightinohes; 
he draught of the steam-n-igaie Wabash, which 
t of ihe class of frigate* thtely built, is twenly- 
wo feci eightlnchea.* Thus we hare the means 
if ascertaining precisely the Talae of these har> 
lors aa naval stations. What is the resalt? 
Taking the rule which has been proposed, and 
irorerly proposed, by the commiasionen who 
naoo the examination in I836t yon find that the 
larbor of Brunswick Hi not fireB a aloop-of-war 
karbor, becauMt in addition to the ae^nteen and 
I half feet of the draught of a sloop-of-war, you 
-equire a foot or more for a sailing Teasel to pre- 
rent her striking ftom Uie uitdulationa of the 
raves in crossing a bar. You will require, 
herefore, at leaat eighteen and a half feet. The 
sommissionere, whose report has been quoted, 
n 1836 proposed, as the tests of suitableness for 
t nnTal depot, a number of constderaltions. The 
Irat is: 

" auffirient depth or water to permit flree acAM at mf 
tBge of the tide for the bearlest clus oTafaips of war." 

At three channels in Port Royal, aloopa-of-war 
It the lomst tide can croaai but at no time can a 
iloop-of-war croos at low tide at Brunswick. 

Suppose you tdie the hish "water mark. Then 
rou have at Port Royal aliarbor suited for ser- 
:nty-fours and line-of-battle ahipS) while you 
lare not at Brunswick anything more than a 
iloop-of-war harbor. You hare not a frigate har- 
Mr there, because the depth being twenty-three 
eet one inch, and the draught of a frigate being 
wenty-two feet eight inches, you are lacking, at 
be very top of the tide, half a foot to enable a 
■ailing frigate to enter. You have, therefore, 
itrict^, at hi^ tide, only a aloop-of-war har- 
)or, while at Port Rojal, where there ue twen- 
y-aeven feet at high tide, you may not only take 
n a frigate, but you may ti^e in a ahip-of-the- 
ine; for there yoii haTe twenty-seTen feet, leaving 
learly a foot and a half of dear water under a 
ihip-of-the-linc. 

Is i^e report of the Coast Surrey corroborated 
iy the previous surveys which have been made 
IS to the depth of water at these points? I say 



• N*TT DKFAX-nlsirr, Dettmitr 17, 18SS. 
SiK : 'I hvn the boaor to keknowletlgie the reeelpt ofyonr 
vmiBunteation of tbe ISth iasiaat, and to inform ma, In 
»y>J to your luiBlilea, tlwt Iba deep-load draofbt o? wawr 
■lailoop of-wRroCtbe flnlclut, (Um a«rnuu>wn,) anned 
ind provifioned for a cralae, !■ ■eTentaea feet lU Iscbea 
ifU and (izteaa fact tbimid. 

A fripte of the4nt daw (BaTsanah) 4»w» twaav-two 
'e«t eifbt iDehea aft, and twanq' fe«< Rnwutl. 

A ihip of-tbe Une(Otiio) draw* aft twentjt-llve feel eight 
nchM, and fonrard tweatyUve Am eeren incbea. 

TAe neain fHgBM Wabadt, oa leaTiag New York, the 
nth oT March IBM, was rqtoRed ^ the cafiaiB aa dnwiiig 
weDtr-tm faet e^ Incbea aft, and twennr-lwo ftat two 
ncliN ronvard. Ongoliistoaaai,beirimiMdtaeriotweDtf- 
bree feet one Inch aft. v 

Thp Kteainer* of tbe clasa of the Powhatan and Siuque- 
■aiint draw aft twenty feet two inebea, and forward nloe- 
:een feet eleven inohea. Tbe 8au Jachito and Saranac 
liihteeri reetaeven iachoa. 

I tun, very reapeciAiHy, your obedient aenraDt, 

I. O. VaUKH. 

Raa. D. L. roLaa, xAoUi Mm SuttU, 



Htma Depot at Brmuviek^.^. Tvkt, 



ywf\ and I nae the Terr material wliieb-the Sn- 

Btbiwfrom Georgia have furhiriied. 

The first aurvexwav that mads by-Oaptaitt' 
Stodtton, of tbe Navy, in 1837, which accom- 
panies the Secretary's report. He says: 

" The greatest depth of water that can be relief onwtnn- 
croaalac the above- mentioiied atraals, ia from founeea to 
aiztcen feet,aa itia oflbcted by ihe fbUowingcircunutancea: 
At low wu« during thesprlDg tides, there la ftturtecn fbet ; 
at low w9Kt during CMnmnii tides, there la Slteen fteet 
when me water la not aObeted by the wtudi. BLxteea feet 
may •ometunea bo bronAt over at low wat«r, trtten the 
wind hai been for any Date blowiDi Ihm the eastward. 
The average aamnUl-level of tbe tide la oaleidaiad to be 
Hxfat. 

The next examination was made by three com- 
missioners (Meesra, PolhiH, Lawson, and Port,) 
appointed by the State, of Georgia, in 1833, to 
examine the port of Brunswick. They declare, 
in their report to the Legislature, that "of the ' 
entire safety and excellence of this bar (Bmni- 
■wick) for ships drawing from twenty to twenty- 
one feet of water, we can speak in terms of the 
highest approbation." 

There was the limit which the commiBBion>- 
era of Georgia in their report to the I^slature 
fixed upon the capacity of that bar, viz: that if 
might be safely navigated by vessel drawinr from 
twenty to tWenly-ore feet. The Senate wul per- 
ceive that iaadepth totally insufficient for the use 
of a frigate,and onlysufScientfora rioop-of-war. 
In that same report they say: 

" Aa we fbund Stockton '» raport very aecntale In every 
ns|teet. and aa he had apent aoms ttiae la the sorvey, we 
eodelaaed that Ibe vratei on the bar nar be ^ dovra at 
Iran aUtaea to aeventeea fbet at low water, aitd twenty- 
two to iwenty^three ftat at high water." 

The only other examination was that made by 
a commission of naval officers who, at a single 
sounding, reported eighteen feet, without an op- 
portunity of making any tidal obserrations, and 
who also placed the mean rise and fall at six feet. 

Mr. President, it being certain that Port Royal 
baa advantages, so far as water is concerned, the 
next question which arises is, is there any^ other 
particular in which the one place may be regarded 
as the superior of the other ? But before 1 pro- 
ceed to that comparison I wish to say that there 
is another port in the State of Georgia which haa 
been examined with reference to naval use, and 
which may be worthy of the attention of the com- 
mittee. U ia the port of Supello, which was ex- 
aminedb^ Lieutenant Glynn, of the United States 
Navy, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, in 1841; and I have before me a copy of his 
report, as furAished by the Nevy Department, 
which showa at Supello a foot more water than at 
Brunswick. There the United States own an island 
of eleven hundred acres, which was purchased for 
naval purposes. If it is proposed to establish a 
navy-yara in this vicinity, it may well be ques- 
tioned whether Supello, where the United States 
own eleven hundred acres of land, purchased ex- 
pressly for the purpose, and on which Lieutenant 
Glynn in this report states there is live-oak enough 
to fitrnish all necessary repairs for the Tessela of 
our Navy for a long ume, may not deserve pref- 
erence. It baa the advantage of a foot of water 
over Brunswick, aAd is in the same vicinity. It 
may deserve consideration by the Senate in com- 
panson with other points which are proposed; 
for there we can not only saTe the expense of 
purchasing a new site, but we can use property 
already purchased by uie United States for this 
very object, and upon which there is live-oak 
enough now to answer all the purposes of the 
Navy, as this officer states, foV many years in the 
way of repairs. The harbor is between St. Cath- 
erine's Island and Blackbeard 's Inland , and admiu 
a foot more water than Brunswick, and is as safe 
and fine a harbor as there is on the whole south- 
em coast. 

The first objection which was made to Port 
Royal by the oonorabte Senator from Georgia 
[Mr. Toombs] was, that you can carry only four- 
teen feet up to Beaufort afler crossing the bar at 
Port Royal. In reply to that, I will call bis atten- 
tion to this itetfi of the report of Lieutenant Tren- 
chard in relation to Brunswick, which has been 
placed on our tableland which would seem to be 
a counterpoise to his argument in reference to a 
navy-yara at Port Royal: 

•<Hw mad fiat maUog oiu from Bjandr Point prarents 
mofc than ten ftet being eanisd op ts Bmaawkk St low 
wstw." 



. That is four (bet kai tlum ean be enried up to 
Beaufort. How CBO the Senator explain that? 

Mr.IYERSON. Mr. PraMsM 

Mr. TOOMBS. If my colleague will allow buv 
when the time comes, I will answer. 

Mr. IVERSON. Doubtless it is a matter easy 
of explanation. Brunswick is on the main land-* 
to the right as you go into tbe harbor, and KyOi9 
Island is on the left. Lieutenant Trenohanl say* 
there are from twenty-five to thirty feet of water 
all along the coast of BIythp Island; while only 
ten feet can becarried over the mud flat to Brons- 
wiek. That lies between the channel of the har- 
bor and the city of Brunswick. The Senator 
knows that very well. 

Ma. YULEET. I do know it very well. 

Mr. IVERSON. TheDwhysndsMortomdw 
a different ■mpression? 

Mr. YULEE. I extract that reply for the pur- 
pose of answering an objection mskde by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, that only fourteen feet coiUd 
be carried to Beaufbrt. The answer is precisely 
aa in the other case, that Beaufort is not the point 
propoaad for a navy-yatd; that it is upon OamA 
river, or Beanfort nver,as it is on Turtle rivniit 
the other ease, where a location is proposed for 
a naTy-yard. The question arises, is there a 
location on Broad river, and within tbe harbor 
of Port Royal, suitable for naval purposes? for 
that is the queaiien which has been soughtin ths 
ease of Brunswick. No gentleman can look on 
this map of tbe Coast Survey without seeing that 
there are several beautiAil aites for it, where the ' 
water has thirty fbet of depth close to the shore. 
This is the case at several well-slwliered poiato 
suitiUile for the esiablisboMnt of a navy-yafd* 
Beyond that 1 bare aougbt other inftmnation. I 
have aougbt information from the chief ef tba 
Bureau of Hydrography, Captain Ingraham, of 
the Navy, who is possessed of local information 
that enables him to give an opinion, and I will 
read his reply to a letter of inquiry from ia« on 
that point: 

BoaBAD or Okdk^cb An» HTPaooaLPBTf 
Wa*hii(btoi(, January 96, 1B57. 

Sir : In anawer to the quegttotu you propound to me )& 
your letter of tbe Mth inrtant, I can only say that, upoa 
aaveial ocesaiona, aoue y«an aince, 1 vhltad anolBclaUr, 
Port Royal or Bdaufbrt, in Soutb Carolina. It la a Ana 
hartmr, and I abotild think upon ila ahorea a aite could be 
fbuiM for a navy-yard- Beaulbrt and Hilton Head are gen- 
erally conafdered as healthy loratlona aa can be (bund oa 
tlw aouthen aea-board. There is a good inland steamboat 
comaraalcatlea between Cbarlaaioa and Beaulbrt, and be- 
tween Baanfbn and Savannah. 

I am, very rvspnctflilly, yoar obedient aerrant, 

D. N. INGRAHAM. 
Hon. D. L. YaUK, I7Mtted Stofat Smote. 

In corroboration of the chart itself, we have the 
opinioD of Captain Ingraham from hia knowledge 
of the localities; and it is worthy the examine- 
tion of the committee and the Senate before they 
commit themselves. 

The Senate will find that the depth sUted by 
Mr. Bache in reference to Brunswick is corrol^- 
orated also by " Blunt's Coast Pilot," which ia 
the best marine authority we can have on this 
subject. By him it is stated that the average rise 
ana fall of the tide at Brunswick is six ftet,as a^l 
the others state. Now, then, let us take up the 
several points of compariaon which are proposed 
by the naval offioera who conatitated the eommiv- 
BIOA. The first is: 

*< SnUlclent depth of water to pennft acom at any stats 
of tbe tide ftv tba haavieat elya efriilpe of war." 

At high tide it is seen that the heaviest dasa 
of ships can enter at Port Royal, but nothing 
beyond a sloop-of-war can enter at Brunswick. 
That is aettled. Tbe second pouit is: 

" Defbaae by laad aad ^ water." 

In respect to the capability for d^nsa, tliey 
BUnd equal. The ennanee at Port Royal is be- 
tween two islands, on the points of which, oa 
both sides, forts may be erected. The board <if 
military engineers who were appointed to report 
upon the subject of the general defenne of the 
coast, set down the coat of defense at Port Royal 
at fSOO.OOO. I have also upon this point made 
inquiry at the Engineer department, where I am 
told there ia no peculiar difficulty in tlw protsctioii 
of that harbor more than any other. 

Tbe next point ia; 

"Isssnresa and lappllBa of evcrv^li^ Ibr tba wfttSf 
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I contend that, in thU paiticuUrt Port Royal 
is the only point in the ^outh which is miitabld 
for the purpose* of a nav^-yaxd. It lies between 
the two great commercial cttiea of the South, 
Charleston and Savannah ; aboat twenty miles 
,from Savannah, and about sixty miles from 
Charleston. Its connection with both these poiota 
ia referred to in the report of General Bernard 
and General Totten, in which they say, speaking 
of Broad river, or Fort Royal roads: 

*' The valna of this capacioua roAditesd u a harboi of 
refoM depanda on ibe depth thai can be carried over the 
bar. This tiutor, lUtuted witbio lizty mitas of the dty 
•r ChscleMQn, ind twenty of tbe Bsnniub ilver, inter- 
secting an Interiw mtei commnDicuion between tboM 
clIiH, tbereby lecnrtnt coniunt amrala of nipjdle* at 
•very kind, preiento a bi^ degree of impoftanee, net only 
Bs ahaibOT of nAitSi tat slaft sa a Bsval Mailon.'* 

The value of Uw inland vatar eonneetton they 
refer to, may be better dedAeed from the Acta 
■tated by Blunt in hia Coast Pilot, who eays: 

" atatos wtaleb dnw AMUteen or fifteen Aet water nay gp 
In at Ty}it», (the enmnce to Savuinib,) and proceed 
thnmA land lo Beaafbn, tn Port Kojra] Ulaiidt ; and fttm 
BeaolonvaHeliofci^toriilne feet wuar may go through 
land lo Charieeton." 

From Charleston to Port Royal ihey go through 
inland with seven or eight feet; and Savannah 
with fourteen or fifteen feet water. Let us see 
what consequences follow from this fact. You 
have a ayatem of railroads from Charleston and 
Bavannan which penetrate the interior to the Ohio 
and the Mississippi. Already the connection is 
eomplete to Memphis, on the Mississippi* and to 
Naanvtlle, ia Tennessee-, and by the Blue Ridge 
road, which ia in rapid proeesa of conatruclion, 
a connection from Louisville and Cincinnati will 
be made, which will be shorter to Charleston and 
Savannah than to any other point on the Atlantic 
except Norfolk. 

With all these extensive s;^«tema Port Royal 
bay will be connected by the inland water com- 
munication through Charte^D and Savannah, 
as well as bj a railroad now prc^ressing, with 
good niAuis rar construction between those two 
cities, and which will pasa not very fu from the 
town of Beaufort. Tou have also this flarther 
advantage, that tout location in one auit^ts to 
the defense of tne two great eoflimereial empo- 
riums of the South ; and from Charleston^nd 
Savannah you will be able to draw the necessary 
supplies of labor and material for repairs at all 
times, which you cannot do at any other point. 

The fourth point is " Salubrity at every eeason 
oftfaeyear." CaptualogtahammippliesiDform- 
ation on that point. 

The next question is " Ample liupply of fresh 
water." Who knows that there ia fresh water 
to be got at Bmniwiek ? There are no running 
streams— there is no fresh water river making 
into that bay. It ia all salt, and you must rely 
on wells for the supply of fresh water; while at 
the other port there ore two rivers upon which 
fresh water can be reached. 

The next point is ** Facilitv for wharfing and 
docking." If Senators will look at the survey 
of Broad river, they^ill find that there is not 
A point in the United States where facility for 
wnar&ng and docking ia probably so great as 
.there. 

The result of my consideration is this: In 
respect to the outer bar, while Beaufort is a ship- 
of-the-line harbor, the other is only a aloop-of 
war harbor, if you take the high-water gauge; 
and if you take the low water, while one is a 
aloop-or-war harbor, the other is no naval harbor 
at all. In the next place, they are equal in point 
of health. Then Port Royal is superior in point 
of facilities for supplies by ita connections with 
Charleston and Savannah. If for no other rea- 
son, this bill should be recommitted to the com- 
mittee for the purpose of guarding its provisions 
against a possible overchai^ for the site. It 
proposes peremptorily to establish a navy-yard 
at Biytfae I^and, where the United States do not 
own an acre of ground, and where the Secretary 
of the Navy must, in execution of the peremp- 
tory mandate of Congress, be at the merc^ of the 
owners at the only ^oint on that island suited for 
a navy-yard , which is the extreme north point. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Ivbriok] 
replied to thia objectioo, when started the other 
day, that thia bill ia u exact parallel of the 



^raaeology used in the establishment of the 
Pensaeola navy-yard [ and that he supposed to 
be a suffident answer. It would .be a sufRcient 
answer, if the facta were the same; but the facta I 
are totaUy different. In that case the United I 
States owned the aite. It waa on the public land. 
They had no purchase to make of -private land. 
There was, therefore, nothing to guard jnd Con- 
gress only had to make an appropriate^ for the 
work. Hersi however, yon um land to buy— 

Eou own none. I coDtend that, inasmtteh as the 
nited States own upon the coast of Georgia, and 
in the vicinity of this point, eleven hundred acrea 
of land purchased for naval purposes, where there 
ia a foot deeper water than at this j>oint; and inas- 
much as there ia at aloeation intermediate between 
the capes of the Chesapeake and the capes of 
Florida, and intermediate between the great com- 
mercial emporiums of the South, Chaneaton and 
Savannah,with communications from both, a loca- 
tion superior in every respect to tlie other, it at 
least ia advisable to look further into the qneitioo 
before final action. 

I shall give my vote to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the Naval Committee to recommit 
this bill in order that they may take up the whole 
subject, and upon full consideration recommend to 
the Senate the course that may be proper in their 
judgment. When that report is made — as I doubt 
not It will be made promptly; we have no reason 
to suppose otherwise — I shall be prepared to vote 
for the ^propriation at whatever point the com- 
mittee agiee to be the beat. I do not think thia 
matter should bo treated with reference to local 
interests. Nothing is more natural than that the 
Senators from Geoi^a should be stimulated by 
the instructions of their State, and the sympathies 
which they have for localities and interests in 
their own State, to exertion here; but they stand 
differently in these respecta from other Senators 
of the South. 

Here I will notice a complaint made by the 
Senator from Geoi^, [Mr. IvxatON,] that we 
were warring on the interests of Geoi^ia. We are 
not warring on . any interest of Georgia, but we 
are, as a State of the South, endeavoring to secure 
the beet application of the public money to the 
genera] defense, with reference not only to the 
mterest of the section in which we reside, but to 
the interests of the whole. It is impoRsible that 
I can concur in any appropriation, because the 
locality for which it is asked is Georgia, when 
I believe there are other locationa in the South 
where the general purpoaee of the appropriation 
will be better effected. 

I hope, sir, that the bill will be recommitted; 
that the committee will at an early day report 
beck to the Senate the lesnlt of thnr deliberations; 
and that the Senate «411— «s Ihave no doubt they 
will — then take up the subject and vote promptly 
OB the final reoommendaUoD of the oommittee. 



BRTTIBH POLIOT IN CENTRAL AUBMCA AND 

CUBA. 

SPEECH OF HOnTt. L. GUNQMAN, 

or nORTH CAROLIVA, 
Ik trk Hodsb or Rbtumiitativbi, 
Ahuary 5. 1657. 
The HooM being to the Cosuslttse nt tbs Wbolsen the 
■ute of the Union- 
Mr. CLINGMAN said: 
Mr. Chaibuah: My purpose in rising to ad< 
dress the committee to-cwyis to call the attention 
of gentlemen to a subject of some practical im- 
portance at this time, and of great moment in 
the Tuture of this country. One of ita points is 
already understood to be imdeivoing examination 
in the other end of this Ceqiitol; and 1 hope some 
of these days to bring another important branch 
of it to the considentioD of the American Con- 
gress. Before referring directly to these points, 
however, I desire to o£rer some general observa- 
tions, which nevertheless have a direct bearing 
on them. 

Much ia said, sir, of fiUibuatering; and when the 
British newspapers read us lectures on our pro- 
pensities in tuat respect, some of our own people 
nold up their hands in horrorotthe prospect pre- 
sented of Ihe moni depmrity of the coonlry . It 
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is undoubtedly true, that since the commencement 
of our existence as a nation we have extended 
our territory from a little less than one million of 
square miles to atwut three millions. How stands 
the case with GiAit Britain? The whole island, 
including Eng^d, Scotland, and Wales, hae an 
area of eighty-nine thousand square miles, and 
yet the entire dominion governed by thia island 
includee territory to the extent of neariy eight 
million square milea ! While we have added two 
hnndred per eent. lo our territorr,she has acquired 
aboutninethousandpercent. We have increased 
three-fold in area, she ninety-fold! And yet she is 
shocked while witneasing our rapacity for acqui- 
sition, and complaina that the American eagle is 
a "fastfowl"— Agreedybird. What, then, shall i 
we say of the appetite of the British lion? Why, 
her possessions m lYorth America alone are more 
extensive than all the territory of the United 
States. Her Auslroliandominionsarethemselvea, 
likewise, greater in area than all we hold. In 
the East Indiei,on aterritory larger than the oei- 
tied parts of the United States, she controls des- 
potically apopulation of one hundred and forty 
millions. Besides these, she has her provinces, 
ialands, and military and naval stations in every 
sea and on every shore. It used lo be the boast 
of Spain that the sun did notsetupon her empire; 
but whichever side of the globe be turned to that 
luminary, and at any hour of the twenty-four, it 
never fails to aend its rays down on a section 
of the British empire laiger than all the United ' 
States. Nor have her cfilorts to expand her do- 
main been relaxed in view of her immense aequi- 
aitiona, but on the.eontrary they are at this very 
time being preased forward with great zeal, bcrtn 
by the Government and its subjects. 

They denounce us for our alleeed failures to 
maintain a atrict neutrality towards other coun- 
tries; but this Government was the first to pass 
laws on that subject; and our statntes ore more 
atrict.I think, and have been better observed, than 
those of most countries. In Great Britain thev 
are liable at any time to be suspended by the will 
of the Crown; and, in fact, booies of many thou- 
sand men have been organized without otyeetion 
in and about London, to carry on wara in the 
Spanish Peninsula and elsewhere, while the Gov- 
ernment professed to be at peace with the partiei 
assailed. Indeed, companies have been chartered 
by the Parliament to carry on what would in 
these days be called flllibusterin« operations. 
The East India and Hudson'Bay Companies are 
examples. The people of the United States are 
aaaailed because a few individuals have gonedovo 
into Central America to aid Walker. What 
would they, then, say of us, if Congress should 
charter a cooopany, the ''Transit Company," for - 
example, ana fomish it men and money to con- 

2uer and hold Central America for our benefit? 
.nd yet such an act would be following the ex- 
ample of Great Britain in chartering and uphold- 
ing the E^t India Company, and enabling it to 
conquer and enslave a people five times as numer- 
ous as the whole population of the United States. 

Our territorial expansion has Indeed been re- 
markable; but ao has 5een our prt^ress in all 
other respects. Our tonnage equals — probably 
exceeds— that of Great Britain herself. We have 
changed the ayttem of ntaritime law for the 
world ; and Britain no longer boasts of posaessing 
the empire of the seas. 

Alreikdy has been verified, in part, the predic- 
tion of Pownal, the sagacious EngUshmaa, who 
nearly a century ago said: 

" America wilt eome to market is ber own Mffkng, and 
will claim the ocean aa eomnoo— wll eUn a navigaiiaa 
restnined by no iBwe bat the law of nstioaa, isAnnad aa Ac 
riaiiig eriali require*." 

" America will aeem every day to appruaeh nearer and 
nearer to Eorqpe." ■ 

" The Independence of America la fixed aa (hie. She ii 
mMreaa oTber own Ibnune— koowi that it ia ao ; and will 
actuate that power which ihe Teela, both ao aa to catohtiah 
her own mtem. and to change the ayatem of Euiopc." 

"Amwieawul become the arWiraaa of the eommereiai 
worid, and perhspa the mediUiiz of peaes end of tha poUi- 
icsl buataeaa of the worid." 

So rem'arkable baa been our progress that these 
wonderful prophecies seem like ue offspring of 
inspiration. Great Britain has herself, too, by her 
conduct, verified another striking prediction, that 
the sovereigns of Europe— 
~" whso duy ihoU llnltte erMeai of this new soiyln not 
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ily obstnicttngbninpenedlngttieoldiintemaofEaiopfl, 
tdcniBslncupoaUweO^tiofft^ tlieirsetUe4 mazlaunoa 
!custoniu4l iiieNMiret, Itiey will call upon tlieir niinititera 
Id vfiMi inirn, 'Cooie, cune me this pe<^le, ft>r tbej arc 

mi'hty Tor inn tbeir miCMneii will he dnmb ; but the 
frit of iruth will nniwer : < How iluJI I cum Wbem God 
lUi not cunedf" 

Great Britain haa exhibited the feelings here 
>picted» and haB reaisted onr progress with a 
^rsevc-raiioe, a skill, ard an energy creditable to 
:f ambitious sanieity, if not to ner justice and 
agnanimity. Latterly she has directed her ef- 
Tts, in th« firet place, to prevent our acquiring 
rritory; and, secondly, to render that territory, 

acquired', a source of weakuesa rather than 
reneth. It is to her policy on these two points 
tat { n^w, Mr. Chairman, ask the attention of 
le Hou«e. 

Holding as she does herself the ftoUre northern 
lif of this continent, she easily bars our prog- 
MB in that direction. Ob our eastern and western 
nrders are the Atlantic and Pacific oceana. Our 
nly field of extension, therefore. Ilea to the aouth, 
Du her efforts are peraeveringly and energetically 
[reeled to that quarter. 

The Central American qaestion has been prom- 
lent before the country for aometime paat. Great 
i-ilain acquired her foothold there in direct con- 
«vention of her treaties with Spain, to whom the 
rhole nf that region originally belonged. In 
763, however, ahe agreed hy treaty to demolish 
er foriificaiiona, Ac. , and cease to interfere with 
le righta of Spain, 6ic. Am this treaty failed to 
(cure the country, however, from British oecu- 
Htion, a more stringent one was made in 1763; 
nd three years later, in 1786, additional articles 
rare ratified. As these are all aubalantiaUy the 
ame» I read a elanse from that of 1786; 

■* ' A RTic LE 3. Althnngh no other KdvaMages have blthei- 

1 been in qucetion. except that or cuUiufHOod/or^ireinf, 
et his Cailioilc MaJesiy,uamater[m)afofliudiipCMltioti 
> oblige the King ufGreAt Britain, will grant to the eDglUli 
he liberty of cutting all other woods, vHthovt eom ticttptiiig 
w^gony, ma well u gatberiiig all the Ouits and produce 
r the eanh, purely natural and uncultivated, which ma;, 
esides being carried away in iheir uatunl ntUf, become 
It object if utility or commerce, whether for fbod or for 
lanutBcturct) ; but it ii exfweKsly agreed, that tbl« atipula- 
ion is never to fae lued aa a pretext for eatabliahlng in that 
ountry any iilantniinns of sugar, coffee, cocoa,orotlier like 
rticleii; or any fabric or manuflicture by mcaoa of mlllii, 
T other innchirieii whatsoever, since all lands in question 
•eing indi^iputably ncitnowledged to belong of right to the 
I'rawn of t^poin, no oettlements of that kind, or the popu- 
ition whicli would follow, can be allowed. The Engilsb 
hall be altowed in transport and convey all *neh woocTaad 
iber produce of the place, fa ita natuial and uncuhivated 
laic, down thii rivers to me sea, but without ever going 
e>-ond the limiwwbieb are pceacribed to tbeai bvUie atip- 
ilaiiana abovo granted, and wi bout tharebjr taUng an op- 
Oftunity of ascending the Mid riven, bajoadtMrbouniu, 
ato the countries belonging to Spain.' " 

The scv<rnth article of flie same treaty again provides 
jr iDc 'entire preservation nf the rights of ibaSpasMiMv- 
reiipity over the eouauy in whicbii granted 10 tBb Engilsb 
Dly tile privilege of outkiag uaa of tke wood of vanoua 
iindi i' and it (oea on u> stipulate tbat the Englbh ■ abaji 
ot in<'ditate aiiy moie eztenatve aeulemenis' than the one 
.ellDed." 

It would be difficult to make a stronger stipu- 
ttion against British encroachment than ia here 
ontainod. Yet, though its enforcement was at- 
empied to be secured bv periodical visits of Span- 
th commissioners, it,like lis predecessors, proved 
rholly ineflfcctoal. As late as the year 1814, all 
hese old treaties were renewed between Great 
Iritain and Spain , and were at no time abandoned 
ff the latter; and yet, in the face of such solemn 
l^agemcnts, the forner has established her 
regent position in Central America. For a full 
leiail of the means she has used, I refer gentle- 
Mn to a work published in 1850 by Frederick 
growe, a Baptist missionary from Ungland to 
londuras and Guatemala. With the indignation 
t an hortest, upright man who blushes for his 
iBuntry, he details the expedients and shifts to 
^hich Briiish officials have resorted to obtain the 
bntrol and actual dominion of Honduras and the 
(fosquito coast, in sach paaaagea as the follow- 
H- 

" Nor t>i thts the oaly natiDBal dlMiacs and ahanrd ezpo- 
Rre which hsa resiiltad flrom the BmMi proiaewnts on the 
iMqaitn xliorc. Several writers have already noticed the 
pmiilntiiis scenes to which the coronation of the preaent 
pK of Waiknamonarcbshave given occasion; ancfall the 
IVneKspi, oicept, pfrnapT<, tome whose sense of decorum 
m moral leeiiiude were little or sot at all superior to that 
[uh: poor deluded Indibus themselves, concur in branding 
late eerPiDonlfli), not only as rldicnloua in the extrame, bat 
|w>fu«tlng exhibliioBiorhnraan deuadaiioa, aadhopuHu 
■^nations of tba nSBS of Qod, mall baa bean wkkodlj 
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aaociated with them. Indeed, ft ta not a little anrprMag 
that Qovemment ofBelals— dvil, milhair, and eeciesiasti- 
ca^lsf ing cMm to reason and aanaiblUty (to racak of no 
loftier endowmentu) could at any time be found wilHag to 
lend themselves to mockeries so puerile, and to deceptions 
•0 palpable and gross. ButsomesuobhaveeverbeenfiMind 
ready to take a public pan to the desecration of ihoBO-oslled 
religiou^farms, and in the aaine and on beli«lf of royalty, 
to place in the least imposing light tmaginable, 

" ^he tow ambUlon and tlie pride of kiasi.* 

" On such occaaioDs, British meft.of-war have been en- 

goyed to convey the royal penoi),.and the naked and bare- 
Dted nobles composing tala court, to and i>om Jamaica, or 
^ritlsli Uosdura*. A titled colonial bMiop has been in 
requi^oa w conaecnto and anoint wltb btriy oil tbe 
semi-savBge, the tool of governmenial lebemeB ^national 
aggrandizement. The various native hiribi,KeBarals, admi- 
rals, and captains, have been cisd fbr the occasion in gay 
rBginientala,whldilhey wore ah Irtleas on their uwuy skins, 
and so earieatared the < soft raiment' that even the pencil 
of a Orattshanks could aearcely do Justice to their atUiades 
and grinaeea while writhing under tbfe conflnement of 
braided coats, military stocks, tiglit boots, Itc., he. 

" The coronation of King Bobcrt took place at Bellae on 
the 93d of April, IBSS. None of the above elements were 
then wanting, except that the part of the Archblslmp of 
Canterbury was perfhrmed by the chaplain of the settle- 
nent in the room irfhis tnperlor, whose absence was more 
than atoned for by other details of tbe pageant. On thii 
occasion it was deemed necessary to fua^ffi Iba Waikna 
nobility fbr tbe part assigned them, viz: swearing allegi- 
anee to tbeir King.byflnt placing them within the pale of 
the national etiablisnmeni. Conwqueatly the 'ninistrB- 
ilon of baptism to such as are of riper yeara'-was super- 
added to tbe < coronation service,' and the poor savages 
having assented with becoming docility to all they were 
asked, were deemed capable of taking an oath, and their 
ecclesiastical disabilities were once for all removed. Mr. 
Uenty Dunn Infomu us, upon the testimony of an eye- 
witness of this ioiouitous imposture, that ' they ^i^nyed 
a total ignoraiue of tbe meaning (!) of tbe ceremony ; and 
when asked ro give their names, took the titles of Lord 
Rodney, Lord Nelson, or some other celebrated officer, and 
■eeRied grievously disBMoiDtcd when told ibey could only 
be baptized by simple Christian (f) names :' and he odds, 
that, ' after ibis solemn mockery hod been concluded, the 
whole assembly adjdbmed to a large ichool-rtx>m,toeat 
the coronation dinner, where the usual healths were dnnk, 
and these poorersataresBlJinloxtcated with ram— a suit- 
able coneluiloii to a three as blasphemous and wicked as 
ever disgraced a Christian country.' {!} " 

He describes an interview with another of these 
kings in the following passage: 

" ' Skipper Mudge, who arrived at tbisport (Vom Hondoras 
last week, in his smock Nancy, lepona that be had an In- 
terview, beftare sailing, with his Mqjesty the King of the 
Hosquitoes. His Majesbrwore a ^endid cocked-bat and 
a red sash, and bad very large gilt spurs buckled about bis 
ankles ; but I regret to say that the remainder was, as the 

C sinters say, witliout drapery. We must make ottowanec, 
owever, lor the difference of eustoioa and climate. His 
Majesty, who cannot be more tlian twenty years old, was 
slightly intoxicated. His suite consisted of a one-eyed 
drummer-bo^, and two gentlemen with flfes, one of wbora 
acted as an interpreter. The King of tbe Mosauitoes re- 
ceived BUpper Mudxe seated on an empty wbUl^-caBk. 
He motioned to the skipper to take a seat on the ground, or 
wherever he chose.' The writer then goes on to describe 
the Amber proceedings of tbe interview, in the course of 
which bis Malesty's laughter having been excited, the cask 
rolled from under him, and he I'ell to the ground. This is 
tbe monarch whose coronation at iaraaica figured in last 
year's (English) estimates.'* • 

Such are the means, as detailed by one of her 
own subjects, that Great Britain has used to get 
the control of the Mosquito coast. 

Referring to a charge made seainst the English 
movements in HondiiraSi Mr. Crowe says: 

"In order to Judge of the traib or fUsebood of tbe charge 
of rapacity, let lbs reader briefly nvtew the fheu upon 
whieo it is founded. 

" With no other claim than wJiai is nUbrded by tbe trea- 
ties with Spain, we have possessed ourselves of tbe actual 
sovereignty of territories on the norihem shore of the Bay 
of Honduras, extending over about twen^ Ibousond square 
miles, or twelve million eight buodred tboiuand aeres, ex- 
clusive of islands and Iteys. 

" We have taken and retaken the Important loland of 
Boatnn no less than five times, and are now exercising 
the right of sovereignty over its Artile lands, which extend 
at tbe leasttoonehunored and fifty square mUeSjOrnlDety- 
six thousand acres. 

" By virtue of a late treaty with one of the contending 
.parties in Yucatan, and on the score of assistance aflbrded 
for tbe peclficatlon of the peninsula during tbe warof races, 
which is still raging ibera, we hava obtaiaed sa extension 
of limits on the nottbara boands^ of onr Central American 
empm,extaadiBg(hmilhe Bio Hondo to the port and town 
of Salamanca de Baealar, thus Including about three thou- 
sand sis hundred square miles, or two minion three hundred 
and four thousand acres of addi^onal territory. 

<< Altogeiber, making, en a ibodecn|e ealcttlatlon, Aill 
twenty-toree thousand seven hundrA and filty square 
mileK, or fifteen million two hundnd Uumsana acres— 
which is nearly, if not quite, four tiaaea the extent of the 
Island of Jamaica. 

X To the oecHpatUm of these sxisDslve tracts of country 
must be added tbe mfecNoii of tbe Mosquito sboce, over 
wUdi our Govemmen exerdsaa as nuefa control as over 
JIB own poasesriMs, though is a soaswhat less dlcaet man- 
ner, or rndiar, by a nun* IndiraDl eontss. In addltfOB u 



(bar hundred mfles of •ea-eoasl ft«n ihe Ronwo rivsr to 

the San Juan del Nnrte, we have lately pat ftirtb a claim, 
in the name of the Waikna monarch, loabout one huadrea 
miles more of sea-coast to the southward of the Ban Juan, 
extendlag Uirough tbe i>tate of Co»vi Rica and part of the 
PmvtDce of Venitua, as Ikr as Cliiriqui Lagoon ; thus In- 
cluding altogether at least ililrty sevcn thousand square 
miles, or twenty three million six hundred and eighty tbon- 
sand acres of raoTXCToaATX,inclttdlngUieoeei^ailDa«r 
fi renown. 

(•TbU9,afl the actual result up to the present time, excln- 
iivaof such smaller items «s Roalan and Tigre Islands, we 
have a sum total of sixty thousand six hundred square miles, 
or thirty-ejgtat million seven hundred and elghty-lburthoa- 
saod acres, over which we exercise fbll comnri, being neariy 
atbird ofall Central Anieiica,andmo(ethan two Uiinls tbe 
area of Great Britain. 

Let the reader now decide whether or not we most 
appear to the natives in the light of < a rapacious nation-' 
To them it matters little whether onr encroachments and 
our occupation of their country be defimded on the plea of 
a 'right of conquest,' founded on the successftil defenft 
of Bl George's Key in L798, or whether we are unprincipled 
and shameless enough openly to take advantage of cir- 
cumstances, by replying to the remonstiaaces of the neigh- 
boring republics, that our ireatlea were made with Bpaia 
and not with them ; and to the claims of Bpoin, that ibey 
have no flirther dominion over tbeae teidtorfsa ainee Ibor 
late colony became Independent. 

" Tbe nailves cannot but consider these territories sa a 
psjt of their country, which ought to be ss free (r*ia the 
domtnlon of European monarchlcalgovemmentaa they are 
themselves. It must weirit little With them whether wa 
ground 011^ claim to the Island of Koatan upon Its first 

Eiratlcol smure,or on the (kct that some fifty yean ago vra 
tcated upon It tbe remnaiM of a nation wbicn we had well 
nigti exterminated in de»pol)log tbem of their native isles. 
The Central States, as well as Ihe British Government, 
know it to be, commercially, tbe kev to the navigation of 
the Bay of Honduras, and most foel It Inconveniently near 
to their own shores, while in tbe bands of a Fower so aggres- 
sive and so much their superior. In the magnauImoBa 
protection extended over the Mosquito shore, and in the 
residence of Mr. Coates, as British Commissioner to the 
Waikna King, they can discover no benevolence or phllan- 
tbropy. If they bad been inclined to forget tbe former 
attacks made upon theRiver Bon Juan de) Norte, they could 
nqt DOW be expected to view with placid Indiflennce our 
occupation of Its best port, which commands tbe line of 
oceanic communication, at the very time that this giaad 
project Is most likely to be realized. 

In the occupation of British Handttiaf and RoaUo, the 
protectorate of tbe Mosquito shore, the annexation of Ttgre 
Mnod, tbe seisure of Ihe potts and inlcu in the Gulf of 
FonBeca,thB blockade of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of 
Salvador and Honduras, in the bearing of Brttifb ofllciala, 
and in the tone and tenor of diplomatic relations, Ihe Cen- 
tral Americans can perceive little besides 'La loi et la 
ralson du plus Ibn'— the law ami Ihe logic of the stronger 
party— and what wonder that, writhing under the grasp of 
the iron hand of oppression, Ibey should muuer In their 
torture, ' Bapacious nation !' ' Vandals of the age V " 

It was thus thatj'in defiBnce of all treaty obli- 
gaUons, Great Britain advanced steadily towards 
the occupation of Central America until the dis< 
covery of the gold mines in California. At once 
there was a rush of our people towards that land, 
across the IsthmusBndtnKnighCMtratAmerica. 
Jt instantly became manif^tthatthis whole region 
was in dan^r of becoming Americanized , and that 
our eagle, in his flight from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, would there find a reBting>pIace. Up to 
this time, Great Britain had the advantage, but 
suddenly the scale was turned in our favor. In. 
passing fVom one part of our territory to another, 
we were likely to occupy the intermediate ground. 
England at once changed her tactics. 

In'the year 1850 our Cabinet was more feeble 
and imbecile, as a whole, than any that the coun- 
try hmfever been blessed with, and, as such, it 
was easily entrapped by British diplomacy. The 
Bo-called Clayton-Bulwer treaty was the result. 
It provided that the United States and Great Brit- 
ain would neither, directly nor indirectly, " occu- 
py, or fortify, or colonize, or assume or exercise 
any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the 
Mosquito coast, or any part of Central America.** 
This treaty, according to the construction put' 
upon it by Great Britain, which ahe has main- 
tained in fact, left her in the full possession of 
the territory there which she had already aeixed 
in violatitra of her stipulations with Spain. In 
subatanee, therefore, it aimply declared that, as 
Great Britain had possession of the principal 
part of the coast and the teirltory most valuable, 
she should continue to hold it; while the United 
States, hming nolAttig, agreed that they would . 
acfuirenofUfigthere..Adlon?asthis treaty should 
stand, so long wqpid Great Britain hare to popu- 
late, improve, and fortify the territory held by 
her. When ahe had thus become so strong there 
as to be able to control the destinies of that whole 
regir)n, if the treaty were annulled, the United 
States, not havincone foot of ground, would have 
bton in no eonution to eontAd i^,r^>f¥nKhd> 
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henee Central America would inevitably have 
become one of her poBsesaiona as completely as 
Canada is at this day. 

I see it stated in the newipapcrsi Mr. Chair- 
man, that there ia a project on foot to amend thia 
treaty. Though the particular addition a and quol- 
ificationa aug^ested may be improvements on the 
original treaty in gome respects, yet, as they rest 
on a foundation which ia unaound and treach- 
eroua, I hope ihuy will never be aonctioned by 
this Government as publiabed. The original 
Clajrton-Bulwer treaty must be gotten rid of. 
Possibly it might be welt- to add a proviso, that 
at the end of five years, for example, the whole, 
i>oth of the original and supplemental articles, 
should become void. We might afford to submit 
to a bad treaty for a time, with a certainty that 
we were soon to be relieved'from it. 

Emboldened by a aucceas in thia movement 
which could hardly have been looked for, the 
next step in English diplomacy was the proposi- 
tion for the tripartite convention in relation to the 
Island of Cuba. The British Govemmem, in 
conjunction with that of Prance, on. the 23d of 
April, 1852, proposed to the United States that the 
three Quvernmenta should jointly and severally 
ii£rce that no one of them should cveragauire the 
Island of Cuba. The administration o^lr. Fill- 
more declined the oirangement; and the dispatch 
of Mr. Everett, the then Secretary of State, has 
beeu much commended for its abwty. That the 
reasons why the United States could not be ex- 
pected to consent to such an arrangement are 
ably and handsomely stated , no one can question ; 
but it is due to truth that I shall say that, in my 
judgment, onrGovemment let itself down by con- 
senting to argue such a aucstion. The reply the 
jirbposition merited migiit have been given with 
far more force and justice in ten sentences. It 
ini^ht well have been said in answer, that if Great 
Britain and France cbosc to suggest to the Uni- 
ted States that neither of the three Governments 
should acquire additional territory in any part of 
the world, as such a proposition would have the 
appearance of mutuality and fairness, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States would take it into 
consideration-, but that the proposition actually 
submitted did not merit to be Qnlcrtsined at all. 
At that very time, air, Great Britain was actively 
extending her dominions in Asia and elsewhere; 
and France was pressing her conquests in Africa; 
and in the face of these things they had the mod- 
BSTT to propose that tlie United States should 
agree not to acquire a territory on her borders, 
eminently desirable to her, and lying in the very 
dircctina in which alone she could hope for ex-, 
tension. Waathereever a moreimpudent prop- 
osition? and did not our Government lower itself 
by condescending to argue iti 

But having foiled to induce the United States 
to agree never to odjuire the island. Great Britain 
determined to ruin it, so that whenever it did fall 
into our handa, it should at least prove worthless. 
In the conduct of wars in barbaric timea, when 
a proTijtce could no longer be held against an in- 
vader, il was not uncommon for those who were 
compelled to abandon it to bum its cities, destroy 
its bridges and aqueducts, poison its wells, and 
waste its gelds, so that the conqueror might find 
its possession an incumbrance ratlierthan an ad- 
vantage. Such is the policy which Great Britain 
has delibmlely adopted witfa reference to Cuba 
and the West India Islands. Seeing that, in the 
natural course of things, they will probably be- 
come ears, she has resolved that, if not entirely 
ruined, (for to do thia is beyond her power,} they 
shall at least be so damaged as greatly to reduce 
their value to us. 

Early in the present session, a gentleman Trora 
Tennessee [Mr. Etberidob] introdnced a resolu- 
tion denouncing in strong terms any suggestTon 
in f&voT of rcopeningthe African slave trade . It 
was followed by the resolution of my friend from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Oan,] likewise decidedly 
adverse to such restoration, vrhich the House with 
great unanimity adopted. 

Well, sir, about that very time the newspmpers 
were bringin? to our notice such paragraphs as 
these. 1 read from the Daily Globe which was 
laid on our desks on ths morning of the 16lh of 
December last: 
"Ttt.; New York JoonHdofCosHMres baa a letter ftiMi 



IlBvann, stattnn that the ACKcan Hlave trade i» flourfibiag 
tbere wltbout check, and that ihem are larfs and lncn»«- 
iag liapotUtiODA of Chinese, n Spanlsb iblp having Just 
anived with threa tauodrcd nod iwcnty, nifd Mven hundred 
and Blity-flve liavinit been sold during ibc prevloai week 
at frOBi 9ITO to 9100 per head." 

In the Union of January 1, I find the follow- 
ing paragraph : 

. " Tbs Coolt Ta ad a. —Extract of a letter fron|Havana. 
dated the 35th ultimo : ' Anathcr carjo of three hundrcc 
and nineteen Asiatics have arrived berc, decimatRd from 
the ouantUy embarked at Ainoy durino a voyage of two 
liundred and twen^-ais daysi. They arrived on the 33d by 
n Holland ahip, Bellona, Scriver, convigned to Torrela, 
Pueniea, Si Co. They have been already obsIsdmI topur- 
cbaaen by tlw speeulaiom In this trade at tlTO, and some 
of tben resold at 4U0 eaeb."* 

These specimens ore sufficient; and from them 
it seems that in sight of our own coast, publicly 
and in open market, white men are regularly sold 
into slavery, widiout one word of complaint from 
the sensitive member from Tennessee [Mr. Etu- 
ehidoe] and his numerous backers on this floor. 

Look for a moment at the difference between 
the two coses. The African slave trade was abol- 
ished by this Government fifty years ago, and 
since then all the civilized countries of the world 
have pronounced and legislated against it in the 
most decided form that human enactments can as- 
sume. Besides this, Great Britain and the United 
States keep up large fleets on the coast of Africa 
to prevent individuals from engaging in it. . Nor 
has any member of Congress ever propcMnd here 
by bill, resolution, or speech, as 1 know or be- 
lieve, to re^labliah it; nor has any one State or 
State Legislature recommended it; lind yet the 
bare suggestion by one individual that it ought to 
be rcopcncd,gave such a shock to the sensibilities 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, that his feelings 
could only find vent in the moai exa°;geratcd and 
heart-rending figures of speech. lie seemed to 
be thrown into convulsions by the idea, as a hy- 
drophobia patient is by the sight of water; and yet 
he represents a body of white men on this floor 
and looks witfa supine indifibrenee on the sale, in 
open daylight, of large numbers of wkUe men 
occurring on our vary borders. Nor is there any 
lawexistin? to prevent this really great mischief. 
But Hhile he is thus indifferent to the existence 
of the slave trade in loAife men — men of the same 
color with his constituenu, the idea that n^oes 
should be sold so operated on him and many 
others on this sidh of the House,'that they were 
thrown into as great convulsions and contortions 
as a frog's leg would be by a powerAU galvanic 
battery. 

J have been waiting, sir, for an opportunity to 
bring up these gentlemen upon this question; and 
I intend, if it ia afforded me, to compel them, if 
possible, to vote directly on a proposition con- 
demning the slave trade in white men, I wish 
the Vi|koIe country to see who they are, if any 
such there be, who, while affecting to be horrified 
at the thought of the selling of negroes, view 
with supreme indifference the enslaving of while 
men. In affirming, as I do, that the white man is 
eminently fitted to enjoy freedom rather than the 
negro, I shall at least have on my side, and in 
support of my opinion, the whole histmry and 
experience of man, the manifcstatbns of nature 
herself, and the decrees of God Almighty. I 
desire especially to obtain a declaration of the 
opinion of this oodyagainat the system practiced 
by Great Britain and Spain. This House of 
Representatives, in view of Jhe numbers, intelli- 
gence, and capacity of those whom it represents, 
IS undoubtedly the first such body that has existed 
on the globe, cither in ancient or modern times; 
and its judgment, deliberately pronounced, can- 
not fail to produce an impression on the civilized 
world. 

But to show how this system of transporting 
and selUnginto slavery these Coolies is managed 
by Great Britain and Spain, I will, in the first 
place, ask the attention of the House to the de- 
crees of the Spanish Government. They were 
transmitted to t)|^ British Government by Lord 
Howden, its Minister at Madrid, and are con- 
tained in a volume of the Stajle Papers. They 
bear dale, as signed by the Q,ueen, March 23, 
1854. Their examination shows that the Cooli&s 
ars^ in fact, no better than slava. Evsn the pro- 
visions made especially for their benefit show this ; 
and I read a few as i^cimens: 



By the twentieth article, *' The colonistB may 
contract marriage with the consent of tbeic mas- 
ters." 

By the thirty-fourth article, "F(Mi>idden to 
leave estate without written permission of mas- 
ter," &c. 

The thirty-eighth article provides ** That they 
shall not be compelled to work more than twelve 
hours on the average." 

By the thirty-ninth article, " They shall not be 
obliged to work more than fifteen hours in one 
day, and shall always have at least six eansec- 
utive hours of rest by night or by day. " 

Look at these provisions, and tell me if the slaves 
are in any State of this Union worked on an aver- 
age, throughout the year, twelve hours per day, 
or if they are obliged , at any season, to labor for 
as much as fifteen nours. As to giving them six 
consecutive hours for rest, wb y , most field n^roes 
in the South would sleep twice that period of time 
if they did not get hungry while so doing. 

Article sikty-one declares for wluU tenses 
they shall be punished, as follows: ^ 

" 1. Inrabordlnatlon to the moater, to the ■apeitDtes^V 
snls, or any oUier delegau of the master. 

" 3. Berutai to work, or want of poneiasliir io asy par- 
ticular piece of woifc. 

"3. Injuries which do not Oblige lbs party iqt«red to 
BuspoDd work. 

"4. Desertion. 

'■'5. Dninkeaaess. 

"8. InllaetioaoftbenilexifAiielpUnesstaUUiedtiytlis 
HMStar. 

"7. Oflkases sgsbHt good ntaiwien asc eomtitniing 

crimes, ttc. 

" 8. Any other act done with nullce and fhua wtilcb in- 
jury or duQBse accrues to a ttiird person, fcc 

*' .\rt- 64. When the paniBhinenu painted our in article 
ni^-«ix are nnt sufficient to prevent ilro culonict fram rr- 
peating the some, or commiUing other ofibnaes, tJie msswr 
Rhall apply to the protector, who, if the act coosditues as 
offense according to the laws, sbnil deefde that the gitihy 
colonist shall be punished by them ; and If noc, by adill- 
tioual disciplinary punishment." 

By these decreea it is provided that the inhab- 
itants of China and Yucatan may be imported. 
The Chinese are white people, ond the Yucaian- 
ese are Indians; and it might be supposed tliai 
these two races ought to bo sufficient for the 
Island of Cuba. 

I find, however, in the newspapers, another 
proposition ' made to the Spanisli Government, 
though 1 am not pj^pared to say that it has actu- 
ally been adopted. If not already ssnctioned, t 
suppose it will be, as it is strictly in accordance 
with the policy heretofore esrablished: 

" 1. Her Catholic Majesty shall concede to the cratracior 
(SnRor IMcana) the usuftuct of the Islands of Fernando Pa, 
AflQoban, and Corisco, with their wild and cleared lands, 
for the term of twenty years from the dnte of the concessioa, 
giving him also an aasistance oC 830,000 yearly." 

• ■•**■•■>** 

" } 1 . He shall be authorieed to (nmrport to the Islnnd of 
Cuba, lb the cxelusian of all others, aniter cnniraci (or Ifee 
term ordgtit years, such inhabitants of thf* Hid It-tands as 
voluntarily, and without any ktiid of coercion, may agres 
to come to it, under the following condition ; 

"The gmntee shall not receive in repayment of all coA, 
Ihwn tbe masters tn whom the persons conlracied shall be 
assigned, and to whom, with this view, their eontracis 
shall be transferred, a grcntcr sum than jfSMfhr such a»are 
between ci^thteea and forty-live years of age, sad 913G for 
saeb Stare between eight and eigliteen." 

This Island of Fernando Po, I need hsrdly re- 
mind the Hotiss, is situated in the Gulf of Guinea, 
in sight of the main land, and in fact within some 
thirty miles of Old Calabar, a principol station for 
the African slave trade.* Of course, the people 
taken from this region will be Guinea negroa. 
But it is provided that none shall be taken away 
but those who agree to go. Who will thoy be, 
sir? Why, it is well known that annually Iar|:e 
numbers of slaves are brought from the interior 
to the coast to be sold, and when purchasers are 
not found Uiey are slaughtered in laige gangs, be< 
cause their masters are afraid to turn them loose; 
I mean ^e males. The females are bought usu- 
ally by the Kroomen along the shore; and as I 
have been informed by our Navy officers stationed 
on that coast, they command sixteen dollars 
apiece, while the male negroes may bo worth only 
SIX. Of course these negroes, when they find 
that it is a choice between death and tnuisporta- 
tion, will agree to lake the latter, and will thus be 
enrolled. 

The provision limiting the price for the first 
class to |S04 is pregnant with suggestions. It ia 
not intended to cripple or diminish the trade, since 
it is clear that, even at these MteB, enormous 
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profita vill be made by the 8l)ippera and sellers. 
It is, on the contniy, directly intended to increase 
the traffic to the most frightnil extent, as the sup- 
ply is inexhaustible. By thus puttiag them at a 
low rate, the purchasers will be the more tempted. 
The planters of Cuba, seeing that their island is 
to be ruined any how, will be forced to conclude 
that it is their true interest to get as jnany of these 
creatures as possible , and work theia£Ten to death 
in eight years. Every one knows that be who 
hires a horse for a short period is apt to take leas 
care of him and work him harder than the owner 
would do. Then it may be assumed that not 
many will surrive this period. Bat should they 
even do so, and be then in good &ith liberated, 
how many of them will in fact ever reach Africa 
again ? who that knows the Guinea negro ex- 
pects them to return by force of this Spa^A con- 
tract ? No, sir, they will remain there; and these 
negroes, by their mixture with the Chinese Coo- 
ties, the Yucatanese Indians, and the present black 
snd mongrel population of Cuba, will fill the island 
with a body of savages, so that such of the plac- 
ers as have the means of emigrating will be forced 
Eo do so, and thus this beautiful gem of the An- 
tilles will soon be in a worse omiditioii than it 
was when Columbus crossed the Atlantic. 

The acta of the Britieh Government justify us 
in assuming that, as she sees that the West India 
[elands are likely to be oura, she has deliberately 
resolved to ruin them as far ar it in her power 
ies. This is, however, ail professed to be done 
a the name of humanity ! How long is it, sir, 
lince Great Britain, in one year, permitted more 
han two millions of her Irish subjects to starve 
JO death? Why, the newspapers state — whether 
.ruly or not I cannot tell— that more than twenty- 
)iie thousand of them perished in this way during 
he past year. These things are permitted to 
)ccur, without any real or smcere effort to pre- 
Fent them. In fact, what she has spent on her 
ifriean fleet woald have been more than suffi- 
licnt, if propeHy directed, to have savedlhe lives 
>f every one of these white people. Then look 
o the frightfully cruel system that is carried on by 
icr in India. There, a population more than five 
imesas ereataa thatof the whole United States is 
mbjected to the most grinding oppression. The 
Olid is owned in places by-ute Qovernment, 
jid the people are compelled to voik it, and pay 
me half, and even more in some provinces, as 
ent. To collect this exorbitant «mount, torture 
3 habitually applied to the miserable laborers. 
There is no doubtabout this matter. The British 
'arliamentwas forced, by public opinion at home, 

appoint a commission to go to India and take 
estimony. Tlieir report^ officially made, shows 
hat, to force the laborers to perfbrm more than 
luman nature is capable of, there are constantly 
nd systematically applied tortures which surpass 
u variety and cruelty those of UiefkmoasSfMmiah 
nqatsiuon, or even saeh as the imagination of 
ntiquity was tAAt to invent fbr application in the 
gfernal regions. The mind absolutely shrinks 
fick from the atrocities of these details. A large 
ercentaee of the immense population of the 
o'llntry nas already perished most miserably by 
lese tortures, ana the famines consequent on 
uch exactions. And yet, sir, though these mat- 
irs have thus been made public in England, and 
lio in this country, and during the last year, 
y myself and others^ commented on, yet they 
ave been completely ignored by that portion of 
ur press and those orators that profieBS to have 

1 their especial chai^ all matters pertaining to 
-eedom and hamantty. Is it nota strange spec- 
icl€, sir? But so absorbed are the Abolitionists 
I their idolatry of everything English, that if 
ae could speak to them in a voice louder than 
iven thunders, they would not hear these things, 
'es, sir, if the idea was sharpened to the keenest 
oint possible, and then driven by the force of dn 
ngine of ten thousand horse power, it would not 
e able to make a lodgment in their brains. No, 
r, the genuine Abolitionist would look you right 
I the face, with the stolid, stupid insensibility of 
atone image. Mr. Chairman, suppose a man 
ero to tell you that he was shocked by your 
'uclty to your slaves, or servants; and at the 
ime time you knew that, with ample means in 
:s hands, he allowed his own children to starve 

death from time to time, and that he also had 



seized upon othei^ persons, and because they did 
not perform tasks Uiat exceeded the powers of 
human nature, wai tortnritig them to death by 
every sort of devilish device that malice aod 
cruelty could suggest, would you believe in that 
man's humanity? Then, sir, I do ifttt believe in 
this kind of British humanity. 

The beautiful islands that stud our American 
Mediterranean are in this way likely to be. made 
desolate, and to become the abode of savages. 
Should they fall into our hands in the march of 
events, they will present serious obstacles in the 
way of our turning them to a proper account. 
How long did it take the Pilgrims to kiU» or 
otherwise get clear of, the Pcquoda and other 
Indians in Pfew England? What obstacles did 
not the savages present to the settlement of the 
southern Slates? If Great Britain should merely 
retard the occupation of these islands for twenty- 
five or fifty years, this would be a great deal 
gained to her, as she thinks, in the race between 
the two countries. If all these islands are placed 
In the condition that St. Domingo now is, how 
are they to be made to answer the purpose fo# 
which Providence seems to have intended them? 
There is a precedent in English history which is 
brought to mind. In the year 1066, one William, 
Duke of Normandy, surnamed the Conqueror, 
crossed the British channel with a body of h^s 
followers. He beat down the English in battle, 
killed their monarch, and seized upon the island. 
He then divided its territory and inhabitants 
among his followers. I cannot say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that I approve of this precedent, because 
the fair-haired, white-skinned Saxons then en- 
slaved hare since shown that they are eminently 
worthy of the fivedom that they have by their 
intellect and courXge recovered. 

But would the same remark apply to the negro 
race anywhere? Suppose that Lopez, Walker, 
or some other JVbrnuin or SovA-man fillibuster, 
should make a descent on St. Domingo, -confiscate 
the island, and divide its territory and people 
(^such, at least, as did not choose to emigrate from 
it) among his followers, the civilized world would 
be a gainer, and its present population probably 
not losers by the operation. I rather thmk, witn 
Carlyle, the English writer, that CufTee, living 
lazily on squashes, has no right to expect that he 
is forever to incumber these fine islands; but that 
somebody or other will, one of these days, set 
him to work, and make him produce sugar, coffee, 
and the like things, which Providence seems to 
have intended these islands to yield for the benefit 
of mankind. At least, Cuffee's title to obstruct 
a proper use of these West Indies is not better 
than was that of the original savages and wolves 
to hold against our present system of civilization, 
these banks of the Potomac, on which our mag- 
nificent Capitol now stands. 

OreatBntainhas, too, been sendingher Jamaica 
free negroes into Central America to Africanize 
it likewise. Such being Iter policy, viz: to pre- 
vent, if possible, our acquisition of'^tarritoryt and 
if this attempt on her part should foil, at least to 
render the territory of as little value to us as pos- 
sible, what has our Government been doing to 
counteract her movements? 1 am sorry to be 
obliged to say, little or nothing. The present 
Adminislration, in advance of its predecessors, 
has, it is true, directed its attention to the subject, 
and madesomf remonstrances against these move- 
ments. In a dispatch of July 3, 18S3, Mr. Marcy, 
the Secretary of State, to Mr, Buchanan, our 
Minister at London, says: 

« We do not complsin Xbax Great Brftnin miflnees her 
iKaiy sUpuliUioM In renrd to the emcnuipaiot In CatKi ; 
but IT it Elinuld i»ovo to be one litu she fa usins her influ- 
cnce in furiLeronce of a dettfn to till tbnt IslanS with em- 
igrants from AMcAj in order Uist when the Spaiiisb rn^e 
over it ihnll ceaBC, it may iMContS an Al'rican colony oivca 
over la liarbariam, ahe ouglit to lie conKious that ane \a 
concurring tn oil act which, In Iti eoosequencea, man be 
iiuurinus 10 tlie United Suitea." 

How does Mr. Buchanan reply? On the 18lh 
of October, 1854, he says: 

" Uoder guci) circumBiancea, ought neither to count 
ttie cnstnor regarUtlieflddivInch ^|tain niiKhienliHia^in^t 
us. W'c Inrbtiot to enier Into ilie nuCfiCinn, wlictJicr tlic 
present condition olilie i*iniidn'ouldJUdtiryKuc'hainea3Ur«!? 
We should, however, ba rucnsBnt to our rtiity,_bc Unworthy 
of ourpnilotit Ibrefaihcr-, and eominit hn-'Vi uanmn ncniii?t 
our posterity, sliould we permit t^uha to bu Africanized, 
aiMl become a iccund St. OomingD, wldi all its otteadnnt 



horrora |o the white lace, and aeffer the flamea to eiiend tu 
our own noigli boring ibores, Mrionaly to endnnger.or actu- 
alif lo coMuiM, the hir Ikbric of oar Union." 

This language, sir, of the President elect has 
the ring of the true metal. It is genuine bullion, 
and not Unsel merely put on to deceive the public. 
Under him we are entitled to expect that the coun- 
try will take the proper stand to resist the British 
policy which I have been condemning. We need 
a bolder foreign policy, sir. 

But we shall, perhaps, be told that there is 
danger of a war with England if we do not ac- 
quiesce in her views. Sir, we have no treaty with 
Great Britain to prevent hertaking possession of 
Mexico, and yet she does not seize it. We ex- 
pressly refused the convention as to Cuba, and 
though she muttered some threats, hitherto she 
has not attempted to take it. She does not do 
so, because it is not, in her opinion, her interest 
under the existing circumstances. Then why 
should Central America be in more danger of seiz- 
ure from her ? Will not the same stand on our 
part that is sufHcient to protect Cuba, likewise 

frcventher taking possession of Central America? 
do not euppot<c for a moment that she would 
hesitate ttfgo to war willns to maintain herhonor, 
or to protect any reallyessential interest. But if 
we are involved in a rupture with her, it will be 
because of some sudden and unforeseen casualty 
which leaves her no alternative. As we arc not 
likely to give her an y justoccasion, so she will not 
dclibortuely go to war witli us. She is too good 
a calculator for that. In the first place, look at 
the commerce between the two countries. During 
the hist fiscal year, we purchased from her goods, 
&c., to the value of one hundred and fifty-four 
millions of dollars, and sold her in return two 
hundred and four millions. There is a trade be- 
tween the two countries of three hundred andfifty- 
eight millions, which must be sacrificed during a. 
war. She also gets from us the cgtlon that sup- 
plies her manufacturing establishments. If eiic 
were compelled to procure it through the shipping 
of neutral nations, its cost would be increased 
materially, and at the same time the marine of 
these other parties would be buiit up hereafter to 
rival her own perhaps. In the thira place, a war 
of a few years' duration would make us a great 
manufacturing people, so that on the return of 

Eeacc we should be in a condition to do without 
er goods, and , in fact , might have become a for- 
miilable competitor to her in the markets of the 
world. 

There is, however, still a consideration of 
greater weight than all these put together. We 
nave hostages on this continent to hold her to 
terms of peace. She could not, at this time, hope 
to defend Canada against a well-directed attack 
by us. If sho had no territory on this conti- 
nent, she would be vastly stronger as against us, 
and much more likely to go to war than she now 
is. It may be said, however, that if this be so, 
why should sho not malce up her mind to lose 
Canada and her other possessions? But she could 
not afford to lose them in war without great loss of 
preside, and the probable loss of Australia, India, 
and other colonies. She Would then be reduced 
to the condition of Carthage after the second 
Punic war. She might still oo wealthy, polished, 
and capable of making a formidable resistance at 
home ; ont she would no longer be dreaded abroad . 
The power of Great Britain consists mainly in 
her commerce, her naval supremacy, her wealth, 
her presftge, and her diplomacy. The loss of her 
colonins would materially impair all these sources 
of her great pow^r. Look to her recent history, 
and it will be obvious that her strength ia not 
mainly owing lo the militai^y force she can bring 
into the field. For the last century she has not 
been able to fight with her own means any of th.e 
greatPowersontheconlinentof Europe, infect, 
I do not remember that during this time she has 
ever landed her troops on a hostile territory, but 
only on the dominion of her allies. She plumcit 
herself on beating Napoleon at Waterloo; ijut it 
was after his strengih had been exhausted in the 
campaignsof Italy, Egypt, and Spain, and on the 
Rhine and the Danube. It was after he had lost 
half a million of bis beet men under the snows of 
Russia, and the remnant of his armies had been 
trampled under foot by the forces of all Europe 
in the campaieT5.gfj.^^^ gJJ^i^l^'C^gte 
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that his exhRaatad enerpes yielded toWetlinffton ) 
usailed aa he wu at the same time hy a fresh 
Prusaian army in hie flank and rear. 

So well doea England know her own etrength 
that she used formerly to fight Fmnee with the 
help of RoMia, and latterly, Russia with the aid 
of Francs. Wheni therefore^ in her continental 
diiBciiltieSt she cannot obtain ajpowerAil ally, she 
waives the occasion, and consults herinterest. I 
uae the word itUerest in its lai^at sense, for she 
knows that the preserration of her honor is of 
tbehtghestinteresttober. She is as sagacious io 
AToiding a eolliuon with a powerful enemy, as 
she is haughty and domiaeenng towards a weak 
one. She Knows, too, how much may be accom- 
pliahed by eonsuut pressure upon us, and by 
constant complaint or lu. She strenuously op- 
posed the annexaUon of Texas, though with no 
more tustification or excuse on her port, than we 
should have had to complain of the union bstwesn 
England and Scotland. 

Notwithstanding the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, 
she, in violation otita whole spirit, as the records 
of our State Department shoWf attempted in 1853 
to force Guatemala to allow a Belgian colony to 
be settled in her territory. 

When there was a proposition made for the 
acquisition of the Sandwich Islands, she, with 
no daim over them, atrenuously resisted it. 

When we were attempting.to procure a aite for 
a cimlI depot in St. Domingo, abe made active and 
successfVil opposition. 

Even at the tine we were negotiating a treaty 
in relation to the guano trade with Ecuador, she 
succeeded in getuag up such opposition as df- 
feated the project. Why, when Commodore 
Perry was lookingataome of the little uninhabited 
islands in the Pacific, be was called to account, 
to know what his intenUons were. In fact, in sll 
matters she seems to keep upasort of surveillance 
over us. As a general proposition, I think it may 
be asserted that Oreat Britain makes it a point to 
aeaert dominion over all territory on the globe 
which is not in possession of aomebody capable 
of defending it. She in an especial manner takes 
it upon herself to overaee us, and prevent our 

growing too fast. But while she has been acting 
ma, our conduct to her boa, except when she 
has directly thrown herself in contact with our 
interests, been forbearing in the extreme. Our 
Qovemment makes no objection to her constant 
ac(|uisitions in various quarters of the world. 
Without any complaint here, she may go and 
take possession of all Asia, if Rusua does not 
prevent her. She may extend her dominions from 
the Cape of Oood Hope over all Africa, if France 
permits. She already holds Australia — the fifth 
great section of the world. Nor are w£ disposed 
to interfere with her immense poaaesaions- in'tbe 
nofthem parts of this continent. But as to that 
temnining parcel of territory which lies between 
us and the isthmus of Panama, she oiight to see 
that the United States has claims to its control. 
If she persists in her present course, then let the 
collision come, with all its consequences. Every 
one must see thaJ. our former subserviency has 
neither won her respect, nor obtained her for- 
bearance. 

In the expression of these opinions, sir, I am 
actuated by no feeling of hostility to Qreat Brit- 
ain. My course herej aa a member, might be 
rrftrred to, tot show this. I have advooated the 
greatest fVeedom of trade between the two coun- 
tries, believing that both would be benefited 
thereby. TheCanadianreciprocityactwasmuch 
more beneficial to her than to us, it in fnat giving 
to her possessions moat of the advantages of being 
in our Union, without the burdens it imposes. 
This measure was grossly partial and uoiust to 
other sections in its principlesi and yet, after op- 
posing it through one Congress, because it was 
Denefiaal to certain portions of our people, and 
because it was a step in the direction of free trade, 
I gave it my anpport when it became a law. I 
might point to toe late matter of the ship Reso- 
lute, and some other things, to^prove that I enter- 
tain no prejudice against her. 

The courage, manliness, and other high quali- 
ties of the Enffliahpeop)e,are eminently worthy of 
admiration. Whiletuingexception to the course 
of their OoTcmment in soffls raqweta, I must 
commend one of its tniia to our own for imitOf 
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tion. It protects its aubjeets in all parts of the 
World. Our Government does often the reverse 
with regard to its citizens. Hence, when in for- 
eign countries, I underetand that Americana, 
where it is practicable to do so, represent them- 
selves as bAig Englishmen, and tnu* secure re- 
spect and protection. Many instances might be 
referred to to show this. I read, as a sample, an 
extract from a letter written by an American lady 
in Nicaragua: 

" The Americxn Hlntater wmi called heme at the wont 
time, for tbiB war ia not agoioat General Walker aloD«, bat 
on all Ameiieani. Poor Mt. Collajpuui wai whipped to 
death when bs tell into th« hands or the eaemf, alUioi^h 
be waa no officer ; and every American thejr can caicb la 
destined to the ums nte. EUigliab people are not treated 
io, fbr England will not pet up wiui Hi but our Govem- 
meat ii the meanest la the vroiid la that wajr." 

This probably doea some injustice to onrGov- 
emment. Our Secretuy of Slate haa, pethaps, 
doneallinhispowerwitnourlimilednavy. You 
told me, Mr. Chairman, that when you repre- 
sented our country aa Commiasioner to China, 
American interests suffered seriously for the want 
g)f a few ships. The conduct of Captain Ingra- 
ham in a notsA instance is the exception, and it 
shines like a bright light on a dark ground. As 
to how the British carry it, their late attack on 
Cantooshows. There they assailed and captured 
a city of more than a million of inhabitants, with 
far less provocation than we had in the matter of 
Greytown. As to the Greytown business, the 
chief, if not only objection I see, arises from the 
feebleness of those assailed. It did look a little 
like ahooting rats, instead of letting terriere attend 
to them. Probably it was unavoidable, however. 
So many greater wrongs, if this waa. a wrong, 
occur in British history, that one is amused by 
seeing their affected hoirora iCt the eight of our 
barbarity. 

I should not be surprissd if she were to hold on 
to Canton, and ultimately tike possession of 
China. She will then civilize it as she formerly 
did Ireland, and is Just now civilizing India. She 
will manage to get some wealth forner officials, 
and some products for her commerce out of the 
four or five hundred mUliona of people there. As 
the population is crowded now to the extent of 
producing frequent Amines, if half of them die 
under the pressure of her foot, why, those left 
will have more room, and humanity will be pro- 
moted thereby, and uvilization ana Chriitiamty 
propagated. 

I noid, then , Mr. Chairman , that while a decided , 
firm poUcy on our part to maintain what we have 
a rignt to claim, will not endanger our peaceful 
relations, yet it is our duty to make the stand io 
any event. Let Great Britain accord to us what 
we concede to her — let her recognize our equality 
with her, and there will be a permaneiH, stable 
friendship between the two coontiiea that ctust 
prove highly advantomui to both. The acqui- 
sition, by the United States, at some future day, 
of the countries of which I have been speaking, 
by increasing vastly the supply of tropica! pro- 
ductions for the use of the world, must prove 
highly advantageous to all civilized nations. In 
a pecuniary and commercial pointof view. Great 
Britain would receive benefiu utile, if any,8hort of 
ours. The two countries possess more than two 
thirds of the shipping of the worid, and this pre- 
ponderance is likely to be increased rather than 
diminished. The sixtymiUions who nowspeak 
the Anglo-Saxon tongue, if united, by reason 
of their intelligence, energy, wealth, maritime 
ascendency, and territorial poseessiona, may guide 
the desiimea of civilization. The fault will be 
England's if we have a colliaion. This is more 
likely to be prevented by firmness and frankness 
on our part, than hy an opposite policy. 

If I have not spoken, air, of ttie interference 
with our domestic affairs by a portion of%er 
aubjecU and preaa, it is not because I regard that 
aa affording less ground of complaint than the 
points already rererred to. This branch of the 
discuauon wotdd involve ut to some extent ia 
the consideration of those sectional iaauea with 
which I think tlie country already wearied. 
I have rather sought, therefore, to present these 
considerations in such manner as to invite the 
examination of all who have true American minds, 
and are willmg to look at them as natiuiBl quea* 
tions ihonld be examined. 
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SPEECHOFHON. S.COLFAX. •: 

OF INDIANA, 

br fk» HouiE of RapauunATivxs, 

Fibruary 5, 1857. 
The Hooae bavinf under consul eraikut the laD (H. L 
No. 090) to fe4uee the diu; ea Impoitt, sad Sat ottar pm- 

pOMB— 

Mr. COLFAX said: 

Mr. CKaiuAH; Two dtfibrent methoda flir 
raising the turn necessary for the support of tha 
Gkivemraent are open to lU national i^islators— 
the one by direct taxation, and the other by a 
tariff on importations. No one here, amid all 
the revenue propositions which have been main 
or suggested, proposes the firot. The fact, ae 
plainly apparent, that, besides the swarm of 
Federal office-holders it would require and create, * 
the amount required to be afiiHM% raised would 
approximate a quarter of a million of dollars for 
c^h Representative in Congnas, thus requiring 
eight millions yeariy from New York, nearijr 
four millions yeariy from Vii^nia, nearly threa 
millions yeariy from the State of Indiana, and is 
the same proportion fVom their sister States, rrn- 
ders it apparently out of the queadon. Aiid fol- 
lowiitfj tlier«fore,in thefootaiepBof our fathers, 
who hud the foundatioiu of our republican insd- 
tutioos, all parties seem to concede that the ex- 
penites of the Government shall be paid by that 
system of indirect taxation known aa a tariff. 

More than ever before, however, do the mem- 
bers upon this floor differ as to the details of this 
tariff. I ahall not attempt to contrast or to con- 
demn the views of othen; but I take it for granted 
that all agree that the duties which it levies shell 
be either for purposes of revenue or of protectioo, 
and that aucn as are not needed for either should 
be abandoned. 

I inquire^ tberdbre, in the first plaoe, as my 
remarks wdl be confined to the single item of 
sugar, whether the continuance of Uie ,^;u«i]t 
duty upon it is reouired fitr reeenne. With a 
Treasury impoveristied and embanaaaed, or a 
tariff producUve of meager revenue, as in 1816 
and 1843| there might be twcsides to this ques- 
tion. With a Treasury full to rei^etion, aanow, 
and a tariff ^pouring far more money into our 
coffers than we need or desire, it appears really 
to need noa^ument. The fact that out tigktka 
the total receipts from customs last year were on 
importations of ougar and molasses alone — that 
e^lU vnUioiu of doUare were thus collected from 
the consumers, and are now locked up in aTreai- 
urjr that does not need such aid, and which would 
be in a far better and healthier state without it — 
that the home production of sugar had not the 
slightest eff^t in controlling or modifying prices, 
as IS evident by the &ct that the New York price 
has been exactly the rate for which it soM ia 
Havana, with the thirty per cent, duty and the 
shipping chaigea added — and that, counting the 
importer's and retailer's usual profit on the in- 
creased cost thus occasioned by the tariff, and the 
enhanced price at which the home production 
conseqtumly sold, fully sixteen millions of dol- 
lara were paid by the people of the Union in con- 
sequence of this single item of the tariff; — these 
points, it appears to ray judgment, answer the 

Suestiott whether this duty should, or abould not, 
e continued for reotmie purposes. 
If not needed, therefore, for revenue parpoaes, 
has the import duty on foreign sugars proved 
beneficial as a protteHte measure t Let the expe- 
rience of the past few yeare answer. They teack 
us, with their unerring as well as expenaiTC les- 
son, that, aa protection noitneresMd by the aaeeod- 
ing price of this commodity, productioi^ hat it- 
erettud; that as the duty has risen Abe home crop 
has fallen off, until at present it haHTirtually run 
out, or at least nearly become extinct. Nay, fur- 
Uier; by the Tirtoal concessions of lU represent- 
atives and advocates,it cannot, even with the aid 
of the present high pricea, and conser^ent high 
proteeUon.be revived, except by the GovernmeBt 
seeking for and furnishing to the planter* new 
cuUinga of an undeteriorated crop,grow7i in more 
congenial climes, which are to be tested jtf a last 
and fortmm hope. Ths fitting out of a. Qovent- 
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oaition I have taken, almoBt as atriking as the 
rief but telling admission of tKe plentera of Baton 
Rouge, wbo, in their widely-publlBbed resolu- 
tions opposing free su^r, instead of claiming that 
the tariff has stimulated production, concede, on 
the contrary, by the following truthful declara- 
tion, that it cannot, in all probability, continue 
to be BueceHfulIy or pro&taoly caltiviUed th.ere, 
even with protection: . _ 

laMMC very pnearbnu.bifTtaaon of ti» «ew« froiit attd tht 
gtneral lUpreeiatUnt <(/ «Mi mm.*' 

Other reliable statemeota also tell us that the 
ptantationa are being abandoned, in spite of the 
Urge protection now enjoyed, or else are in pro- 
cess of conTersion to cotton-fields; while the 1,4S1 
augar planters in Louisiana, who, in 1852, raised 
nine tenths of all our home productioa of cane 
■ugar, bad dacreaaed to 1,399 in 1855— a loss of 
about one seventh — and are now even smaller in 
numbers; and the last Patent Office report, in the 
following clear, undeniable paragraph of a single 
sentence, gives us the reason why the crop has 
becotae so uncertain, inaoffieient, and deteno- 
rated: 

"Fmm the abmcei with few txcepUona, of •nnrtlilnt 
like an otwnpt tt a Mtation of cropi, and Crotn an injitdf 
cious peneverance,yeBr otter year, in ibe culuirt- of cane, 
on Ilie nme flelda, laach of tbe land in Louieiana baa 
either become wholly unfit for Ita production, or only ca- 
pable of yieldiug dimhiiBbed erope ai a eantinually increaa- 
log expenditure of labor nod money; and a penererance 
In the Hame system, for some years longer, will end in tbe 
toial abnndonment of cane cultivation; lor, ai Lbe cost of 
the production of sugar most progressively increase, U will 
ht impostMa for tbe planters U> comHte succesafnlly with 
those of the trootci, where ibo cane u a perennial, tbe soli 
more enduring In its fertility, and labor ia equally dieap." 

And to this might be added the conclusive ftfit 
slated in the great mercantile petition from New 
York dty, presented here a few days aince by 
one of their fliitbful and efficient Representatives, 
[Mr. Wakbhak,] that experience has proven that 
" more is necessary to produce agiven quan- 
tity of sugar in tbia couMnr than in any olAer 

J art tif tie toorld from which the commodity is 
rougnt." And if tlie reason for this is asked, it 
might be replied thatthe well-known fact that the 
cane does not mature seed in our country, which 
it does inmore congenial climes, is strong evidence 
that it is an exotic — that it can only be cultivated 
here advanti^onaly in &vorable seasons — and 
that it is better, in a pecuniary point of view, to 
encourage increased production where it is a 
natural crop, by openinga free market for it here, 
aa we have already done with tea and coffee, than 
by pursuing a ho^house policy of seeking, by 
oppressive taxation, to foree cultivation on uncon- 
genial soil and in an nneongenial climate. 

It cannot be contended thutt the experiment of 
protection has not been thoroughly tested. The 
culture of the cane was introduced into Louiataoa 
over a century since, in the year 1751; and the 
tariff upon foreign sugar has existed for the pasC 
sixty years. And yet, when the prodacUon waa 
in ine palmiest state, the most eminent commer- 
cial judges estimated that the actual cost of its 
culture waa double as much per pound in Lou- 
isiana as it was in Cuba or Bnusil; while our own 
most recent atatistica show that the average 
product in that State is not over oo'th^sand 
pounds per acre, while in the more congemal 
climes last named it rises to fully four and five 
times that ^mount. In fact, De Bow's Census 
Compendium of 1B50, page 178, gave the average 
yield even then at but one thoneand pounds per 
acre in Louisiana, and seven hundred and fifty 
pounds in Florida, and it is confeasedly much 
■mailer now; while in Mauritius, the yiald ia as 
high aa six thousand pounds per acre. 

Our commercial reports show also, as I have 
before stated, that, inatead of the high prices 
■timulating production, aa ahould be the case, if 
protection bad any efficacy in its development, 
the exact reverse has been the cose. From a home 
crop of five hundred thousand hogsheads per year 
itnmdewAlaetyeartoone hundred thousand, and 
perhaps leas, while the importationB ftom abroad 
navA tnoTMMd in a like ratio. Thus although 
the total consumption has remained for several 
years at the same aggregate* the increasing prices 
restricting the abihty of the entire population to 
purchase what becomes an expensive luxury, the 
importations from abroad have increased ia a very 
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large ratio. The figures are as follows: Total 
consumpliott of sugar in the United Stales in 1853, 
372,939 tons; in 1854, 385,938 tons; in 1855, 
377,752 tons; in 1856, 378,760 ions, /mpwto of 
foreign sugar in 1854, 165,925 tons; in 1855, 
305,064 tons; in 1656, 375,663 tons; estimated for 
1857, 330,000 tons; an aveiace increase of im- 
ports of twenty -five per cent, for each successive 
year. 

Eminent statistical writers have estimated, and 
their figures are borne out by the census of 1850, 
that the consumption of sugar by the people of 
the United States — men, women, and cnildren — 
averages over thirtypounds yearly per head. The 
three iiundred ana seventy-e^ht thousand seven 
hundred and sixty tons consumed in tbe United 
States last year amounted to eight hundred and 
forty-eight millions of pounds. The census of 
1660, but three yearn distant, will ahow a popu- 
lation of thirty-one million five hundred thou- 
sand, which w.tll require nine hundred and forty- 
five million pounds of sugar. With a home 
crop now of about one hundred millions, and 
even including the maple, which, being made at a 
season that other farm work cannot be done, A 
not affected by the protective argument, it is evi- 
dent that fullyeeven eighths of our supply is to be 
drawn from abroad, or else that we must look to 
other saccharine products for a substitute. If we 
do not desire, therefore, to permanently change 
this item of universal use into a costly luxury, 
obtainable only by the rich, ought we not to 
abolish this Oovernment tax upon' ita importa< 
tion, which serves only to enhance its price with- 
out directly or indirectly benefiting a sineie one 
of our citissna out of every ton thonsana in the 
land? 

Still more apparent is the failure of protection 
when it 18 seen that the total production of our 
sugar-growers is tnadc^iMfe tttn/ofiheivngli mar- 
ket Ut he fovmd on the hanka the Mimmjm, As 
before stated, the total home product for 1856 
is but 100,000 hogsheads; while the merchants of 
the Mississippi valley alone purchased at New 
Orleans 143,963 hogsheads in 1855, and 131,0ii7 
hogsheads in 1856, besides the consumption of 
that city gind ita neighborhood, which reaches 
about 16,000 toss annually. This leaves the 
whole Atlantic sea-board and the Pacific coast to 
rely upon foreign markets for their entire supply; 
and the question for this Congress to decide is, 
whether ^ey will continue to enhance its cost to 
the millions of consumers who are to purchase it, 
by refusing to abrogate a tax which is as need- 
less for our revenue Bsit is oppressive to those who 
bear it. Even this, however, does not put the 
case as strongly as the facta warrant; for some of 
tbe burdens of this tax are felt even by the Stale 
for whose almost sole benefit it is levied. In 
Louisiana alone, which in 1850 produced just 
nineteen twentieUis of all the cane-sugar raised 
in the country, its city of New Orleans, ia 1856, 
imported otfireign migter for consumption 11,579 
tons, or over 35,000,000 pounds, a fact which ia 
certainly full of significance in iia bearings on this 
question. Another fact also, remarkable in ita 
character, is, that the dvXwa paid on our imports 
of foreign sugar during the last year amount to s 
cotaiderably greater turn thtn it wovld have cost to 
jmrchaae at Hmma ail the tugwr raUedin our whole 
country during that IwelvmiorUh. In a word, that 
it would have been cheaper for tbe United States 
to have abokshed the duty, and given every augar 
producer in the Republic a boiuty of the\tolal 
value of his crop. 

It may be replied to these ailments, that if the 
duty is removed, foreign countries would increase 
the price to the same amount. But this was not 
our experience when tea and coffee were phiced 
on the free list some yeaxA ago. Though now 
enhanced in price for reasons to which it is not 
needful to advert, no one pretends that the repeal 
of our tariff upon them nad any such effect or 
tendency. Great Britain is not compelled now 
to pay more for her flour imported from America, 
the Baltic, or the Black Sea, because, in compli* 
ance with the demands of her people, her Parlia- 
ment abolished the duties on this necessary article 
of food. And neither will our citizens suffer if, 
in the article of sugar, conceded to be nutritious 
in its qualities, and, therefore, skin to food, their 
Senators and Representatives repeal an impost 
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which places almost the only luxury of the poor 
man's table beyond his reacn. On the contrary, 
no sooner was this repeal mooted , than we heard 
rumors from Cuba that it would be followed up on 
their part, if succesaful, by the abrogation of the 
almost prohibitory duties now levied aa a coun- 
tervailing tax, upon importations of flour firon 
our ports to theirs, thus opening a new and val- 
uable market for the great staple of the West. 
And the high prices existing for all articles of 
food is An additional argument why Government 
should not asaist in increasing them by any taxes 
which are either onerous or needless. 

To those who advocate a retention of the duty 
for the benefit of the sorghum or Chineae sugar- 
cane, which is to be so extensively tested all over 
the country the present season, I need only reply 
that if it succeras to but half the extent that is 
claimed for it, it will jirove" that nature has given 
it so many excellencies as to defy competition, 
and protection would be aa uaeless in its behalf 
as if aeriously proposed for com, cabbage, or 
cord-wood. If thiji new plant will mature all 
over the country where Indian corn will ripen — 
if it will produce thirty to fiAy bushels of aeed to 
the acre almost as good as oats — an extra crop 
of fodder, besides (hat raised for sugar— and then, 
after the sirup is pressed from it, lurnish a mash 
of eminent value for cattle, it would be a farce to 
talk of encouragii^ ita culture by a tariff. Cer- 
tainly, the earneatneu and jwal with which tha 
American people are tUiout testing its cnlliire in 
every county in the Union has not been in the 
slightest degree checked by the diecusaion in State 
Li^slatures, as well as in the Preef , of the repeal 
%f the augar duties, and would not be affected by 
its success. And if the sorghum does not succeed, 
should the whole people be required to pay aduty 
oC thirty dollars on every hundred dollars' worin 
of imported sugar, or a shilline for every pound 
of eight-cent sugar they use, while the experiment 
ia bung tested, and perhaps indefinitely? ^ha 

Smtleman from Sonth Carolina at my side [Mr. 
dtce] suggests to me that the Chinese sugar- 
cane will prove a humbug; and if it does, my 
argument is of course strengthened thereby. 

While I express my thanks, therefore, to the 
majority of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who allowed me, as the mover of the bill de- 
claring sugar free, which had been referred to 
them, to present my arguments for their consid- 
eration, and while 1 acknowledge that the reduc- 
tion in the tariff which they propose — ^from thirty 
per cent, down to ten per cent. — is a noble step 
in the rignt direction, 1 appeal to this Congress, 
with the fhets and flgorea thas hurriedly con- 
densed and laid before them, to strike out that 
amount, which would be but nominal, and to 
complete the trio of the poor man's luxuries by 
adding sugar to that free list which tea and coffee 
have already made so popular. The boon wilt 
be marred by making it apparently a grudged or 
a partial one. Ana if opponents say it ia an 
'* experiment," I answer that note, when your 
plethoric Treasury is overflowing, and you know 
not what to do with your money, is the very 
time of aH others dtat you can try that expen- 
ment without the slightest hazara to your na- 
Uonai finances. It cannot be called' ** aeeHotuU,'* 
for the twenty-five millions of consumers of sugar 
are to be found in every section of the Union — 
East and West, North and South. It must be a 
" luaiotuU" relief, for ^ven the merchants ofMim 
OrUmu paid dntiei into your Treasury last Tear 
on the importation of twenty-five million pounds; 
and Baltimore, another southern port, on forty- 
three millions more, besides the quantity received 
at other points further towards onr northeiq * 
boundary. 

I have purposely avoided any reference to other 
interests which are affected by the Uriff, because 
I preferred to treat of thie single question on ita 
own merito. But I am free to saj, that while I 
believe that duties ahould be so discriminated as 
' to encourage home raanufaettires; that ia to say, 
forinBlanee,thatwooleninaiiufhctureB ahould not 
be admitted, ae ia tbe eaae now wift some varie- 
ties, (baizes, bookings, Ac.,) at a smaller duty 
than the wool itsel(7 thus encouraging foreiga 
manufhcturers at the expense of our own, I alao 
hold it to be the primal duty of our l^slation so 
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articles in the shape of food, that thcv shall fall 
as li'htly as possible on those of slenaer means. 
And I sinccmy believe, that whalevpr may be the 
result of the proposition at (his session, (if other 
interests should combine to strike down this 
raoTement,) our whole people will wonder, ten 
years faence, how this duty could have been con- 
tinued so lonp, as they would now wonder if an 
American Congress was to reimposc a tariff on 
tea and coffee. 

For one State — the one I have the honor in part 
to represent here — 1 am fortunately at no loss to 
know what are her desiros. Since the introduc- 
tion of the propo*ition which I hare been defend- 
ing, her Legislature, now in session, has passed 
a loint resolution requesting her congressional 
delegation to vote for tlie entire repeal of the exist- 
ing duties on sugar. Though the two branches 
of that Legislature are at wide variance politi- 
cally on nettrly all the questions of the day, this 
is one of the very few thin°;s they have mutually 
agreed upon; and on a callof the. yeas and nays 
in both Houses, but nine members out of the one 
hundred and fifty voted against it. I believe a 
like preponderance of sentiment would be found 
in an overwhelming majority of the States, South 
as well OS North, if the question was tested. And 
though I disclaim all rignt to speak for any other 
district but my own, I should confess my surprise, 
if the question of free su^ar were submitted lo the 
voters of evBry district in the land, if a majority 
could be found in twenty out of the two hundred 
and thirty-four to vote against it. Convinced that 
I will most truly represenf the wishes of an ovcr- 
irhelming majority of the people of my own dis- 
trict, as 1 feel aAeprMenlfftipe should, by an earnest* 
effort to abrogate the ^ty on an inuispensable 
luxury of life — a duty tliat is felt to be as impo- 
tent to sustain unprofitable sugar works, as it is 
needless for the revenues of the nation, which 
compels UB to pay far more money for a limited 
supply than the ampiestquantity needed ever cost 
na ucfore, and which takes money out of the 
pockets of the people to pour into a Treasury so 
nllcd to excess already, that it will prove an evil 
instead of a blessing, I shall embrace the first 
opportunity which oSers under the rules, to move 
to amend the bill now under discussion, by adding 
sugar to its free list, and trust 1 sliall be sustained 
by a majority of this House. 



THE PREtSIDENTV MESSAGE— PARTT-UNlTy— 
THE SOUTH ON TIIE DEFENSIVE. 

SPEECH OF HON. A. E, MAXWELL, 

OF FLORIDA, 
Iv THE HotFSC or RBPaESENTATlVES, 

/onwtry 27, 1857. 
The House being in Committee of the Whole 
on the state Of the Union — 

Mr. MAXWELL said: 

Mr. Chairman, I dislike, at this stao^e of the 
session, to interrupt the legitimate btisiness be- 
fore us, and perhaps I do wrong to continue the 
discussion of genenil subjects. I would not risk 
this, were it at all probable that such tliscuasion 
would cease if I refrained. As it is not, and I 
have been unfortunate in my efforts to obtain the 
floor, and as the example has been set ma by 
bthcrs, I may as well say now what I could not 
get an opportunity to say at the proper time. 

I have wished to notice some comments upon 
the President and his message, though I will 
not follow the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
I^avist] or others, in discussing at lat^ the pro- 
prieties of the message, its hutory, reasoning, 
or conclusions. 

So far as these relate to the agitation which has 
recently convulsed the country, I am satisfied 
with it in every particular. My confidence in 
the man, or his views, has not been shaken. The 
admirable exposition he has given of the state 
of the Union, could not have been but incom- 

Clpte if he had ignored the controversy which 
as filled the minds of all the people for th% lost 
few months, and which was itself full of threat- 
ening against the peace and security of the coun- 
try. He was forbid, by every sign around bim, 
to regard it as a mere party controversy, with 



which a President should not deal. It had risen 
to an awful magnitude of dan^r.alarming every 
patriot in the land. That he should have touched 
It, therefore, set it forth before us, explained his 
own policy in regard toil, was most natural, and 
scarcely to be avoided, Tho^t he should have done 
this in other spirit or terms than those character- 
izing the message, could not have been expected 
by any one familiar with his political opinions and 

EreTious public action. He had no need to sugar 
is words to suit the tastes of those whose toking 
offense was a predetermined, inevitable thing. 
A grave subject was before him, and it imposed 
a sterner duty than trifling niceties of speech m 
deference to tne tender feelings of opposing parti- 
zans. That duty he performed; and in this, as 
ever before, he has beenaman true alike to him- 
self and to his country — consistent, right-minded, 
honestly patriotic. Undaunted by aifficuhies, 
undissolved by the pretended commiseration of 
his enemies, unshaken by the lose of favor, or 
by the taunts of those who preyed upon his sup- 
posed misfortunes to satiate their vengeful appe- 
tues, he has steadily pursued his course; some- 
times, it may be, mistaken as to the right path, at 
others misled, but always going oo, determined 
to reach at last a proper aestination. It is not 
only as a southern representative, it is..aB one 
having an equal regard for every portion of the 
Union, and every intercatin it, that I honor him, 
and thank him for his firm adherence to the cause 
of the Constitution, and for his zealous advocacy 
of the rights it secures, and his bold defense of 
those rights against powerful assaults. 

It may be well enough for some gentlemen to 
express indifference as to his views, or even pity 
for his weakness as a fallen man; but it cannot 
have escaped observation, that while they do this 
they exhibit a sensitiveness under his exposS 

?[uite incompatible with either. If we may judge 
rom the many efforts we have witnessed, from 
that j)f the chairman of your leading committee, 
[MrfCAMPBEtL, of Ohio,] and that of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Davii,] down to 
that of the gentleman from Ohio, who last ad- 
dressed, you, [Mr, Blibb,} to parry the force of 
his message, tve are not permitted to regard it as 
the weak twaddle of a dishonored or dying man. 
There must be something in it of life, of vigor, 
of power— something to alarm and stir the energy 
of opposition, or else it would have gone unques- 
tioned to our committees and our printer. But 
that would not do. It had to be arrested until 
his opponents could exhaust their wrath in its 
denunciation — until they could hack and batter 
its core to acquit their fears. They are engaged, 
as I am glad to beUeve, in a vain labor. It nas 
its place on the record, and will tell its story of 
justice to all men, of faithfulness to all the coun- 
try, unto the people everywhere. That he coi^ 
rectly apprehends and sets forth the meaning of 
the recent election I hold to be most evident — his 
main deduction being that Uie ge(^raphical or 
sectional party of the country was condemned. 
This is unquestionably true. And I believe it to 
be also true, that the party which was upheld in 
the pcMSeasion of the Ghjveroment, and author- 
ized to continue its control, was the one which 
most fully recognizes the equality of Ute States, 
and the equal rights of their resjiective citizens. 
A policy which can sutt every portion of the 
Union, as opposed to that which advances one 
portion at the expense qf the other — ft policy not 
so much of action, as or abstinence from action, 
and one which cannot provoke a complaint of 
aggression from either side, because it holds 
itself denied the exercise of any power to favor 
or to interiere with either, was " sanctioned and 
announced" as the right policy. 

But it is not my purpose to undertake & de- 
tailed defense eittier of the President or his mes- 
sage. I am willing, and I am sure he may well 
be willing, that through any the worst present 
ordeal, both may pass to their proper places in 
the history of the country. As yet, the message 
has encountered little more than the broadest con- 
tradiction, with only the idlest hypercriticism ; 
and I must say that that of the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Davi«] was of a kind better 
suited to some other forum than to this body of 
which it is his fortune to be a foremost member. 
Hs seenw to exult in the idea that the compla- 



cency of the President in his references to th* 
result of the recent election is not warranted by 
the majority of the popular vote. Can it be thiut 
my friend objects to the congratulatory strain in 
which the President speaks of the defeat of sec- 
tionalists ? Or doet he permit a passing allumon 
to the deftat of his own party to cheek the ear- 
rent of his saUsfoction at the overthrow of th« 
greatly stronger party whose narrow organiza- 
tion he himself so sternly condeomed? Sir, I 
ask him what he has gained when he has shown 
that the fact disclosed by the recent election is 
that the majority of the people of the United 
Slates is opposea to the present men in pover, 
opposed to tne present Administration, opposed 
to continuing its policy, opposed to the Kansas- 
Nebraska act, opposea to divers other things iiaid 
to be held in favor by the Democratic pany, of 
which he made mention? The same prooeae by 
which he arrives at this eondasion certainly 
shows that an overwhelming majority of the 
people is opposed to the men and the roeasares 
of pe Republican party; and probably hs will 
admit that it also shows Uie majority not just yet 
disposed to trust tlie men or the measures of the 
American party. What, then, has he gained? 
Why, simply tnat the majority of the intctligcot, 
self-governing American people is opposed to all 
men and to any policy, and that this glorious 
country of ours is brought to a stand-atill. I 
thinlc, Mr. Chairman, that my reasoning is as 
good OS his, and equally suits the gravity of a 
statesman, when it orings me to the conclusion 
that we are led out of the difficulty in which he 
thus places us by the Constitution; euid therefore, 
as through that the IXmocntic party is continued 
in j)ower, the Constitution really elected our can- 
didate. With such indorsement and warrant, be 
should not complain if that party thinks itself stiU 
empowered to carry on the Crovemment ^ter its 
old habit. 

In a right view of the nature oS onr Qovem- 
menl, the popular will — the only popular will we 
are permitted to regard — must be admitted as 
having decidedly favored the choice of Mr. Buch- 
anan, and, through him, the continuance of Dem- 
ocratic policy. It is not simply that he received 
more votes than either of the other candidaifs, 
or that he received a m^ority of the Slates. It 
is that a majority of the people of the United 
'States, through the only mode by which we can 
constitutionsily ascertain their will, is commit- 
ted to a preference for him over all others. Does 
the gentleman ask how 1 reach this result? I 
answer him, by r^rdinKtbis, not as a oonsd- 
idated, but aa a r^deral (Jovemment. There is 
no such will to be recogniEed as that of the ma- 
jority of the whole people. We must go to the 
States in search of the true.popular will, for it is 
only through them, each expressing the will of 
her own people, separate and independent of all 
the others, that we can correctly arrive at it. 
Maryland, in casting her vote for Mr. Fillmore, 
informs us that the will of her people would malsn 
him President; and that must be taken as not 
merely what the majority would do, but as the 
will of all. And so of the other State*. Nov, 
taking the^ule thus indicated to guide our calcu- 
lation^— summing up the a^regate vote of the 
States which preferred Mr. Buchanan, and eiviog 
all the others to his opponents, he will be clectea 
by some two hundred and fifty thousand major- 
ity. And herein, sir, may be round, lor ail those 
who need it, a lesson in the philosophy, slDiI 
frame and working of our institutions, which 
it would be well for us to understand and appre- 
ciate, but which the errors of a laiitudinarian 
construction of the Constitution hav^ too often 
and UK) much obscured. I doubt not Mr. Buch- 
anan will be ^le to gather instruction from it 
which will serve to console him for that con- 
demnation in advance which the gentleman from 
Maryland so unkindly flaanta in hia face. 

But the remarks of the gentleman I wish to 
notice more particularly, were those exposing, as 
he imagined, the fatal want of unity in the Dem- 
ocratic party. In this connection I will say, I 
have listened with some degree of anxiety to the 
discussion which has been going on in reference 
to the late political canvass, and its result. I have 
feltanxiety because -vhs^ it is chaKpd, and the 
impreaiiioii is smight tf be made^uMtt flujcouA 
DigitizecTby VjOUy 
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that the northern vinf of the Democratic party 
obtained its lii^ vote Uirough deceitful pmeticeB, 
by which the people were led to belief that it 
was a good Free-Soil party, a quesUon w raised, 
a doubt au^ested, about aometbing which 1 
thought had been fully put to reat by every form 
of contradiction, snoken, written, and acted. 
What I had heard irom the prominent men of 
Uiat wing of the party, what I had ij^^ from their 
pens, the Totea I had seen then^iye, and alt 
their recent action when the subject of slavery 
waa involved, had convinced me ih&, so far from 
entertaining Free-Soil viewfl. or wiahiog them 
adopted h^CoQgreM, Uiey heU ia the main a 
■otmd e^Htulional poaiuon — certainty much 
sounder Iffii any taken by other parties of Lhe 
same section, if tried by the same testa. Their 
ready and enthusiastic acceptance of the princi' 
pies announced in the Cincinnati platform on this 
subject, which were satisfactory to the southern 
people, could but confirm thia conviction. The 
sort of man they so zealously supported for the 
Presidency, whose avowed, well-known princi- 
ples, and whose whqle career, prominently re- 
corded, marked him as one not at ell disposed to 
countsaance FrM-Soilagitalionin any supet left 
no room for nupicion or distroat of them. Be- 
sides this, the very basis of opposition to them, 
the very charge upon which they were arraigned 
for condemnation, the one very thing which weis 
urged as their crime, by the neterogeneous ile- 
publican party, was, that they belonged to a pro- 
slavery party. 

If, after all this, the boldness with which the 
Democratic party have been accused by both Re- 
poblicans and Americana — ^in fraternal union atill 
when the work %r war upon the Democratic party 
is to be undert^en — should have caused some 
anxiety, who will say that what we have since 
heard from the accused themselves is not sufficient 
to remove it? For one,the gentleman from Mary- 
land says that; but the incredulous ear takes in a 
plain story reluctantly. There are noue so deaf 
as those who will not hetur. That between Dem- 
ocrats there is a difference of opinion on some 
points, as he utges, is undeniably true; but that 
tliis difference leads to any different policy on the 
[tart of Congress, is just as undeniably untrue. 
And this is the point which gentlemen obstinately 
refuse to look at, or else they could not be so 
mistaken in their view of Democratic organiza- 
tion. For instance, while some hold slavery to 
be an evil, and doubtless so declare unreservedly, 
and others hold a contrary belief, yet they agree 
perfectly as to the duty upon Congress to abstain 
from interference with it. So, too, while some 
advocate what is called " squatter wjvereienty," 
and others oppose it, .yet tnere is no difference 
btiiween them as to what shall be the action of 
Congress; for the "squatter sovereignty" doc- 
trine concedes the essential- point insisted upon 
by its opponenta. that the question of slavery jn 
the Territories is one not within the sphere of 
congressional action. Now, the man who sees 
that in Federal politics we oiganize parties and 
announce principles in reference only to Federal 
neosures, will see that, notwithstanding the dif- 
ferences mentioned, there can be, as tliere really 
is, a true unity of acUon. Their difieienoe ia of 
that kind which their agreement in constitutional 
doctrine as to thepo^Fers of Congress putaentirely 
out of the ^ay. That difference cannot be reached 
but by oveniding this fundamental doctrine. 
While the dootrine stands^ it cannot go into the 
sphere to which tha nationo] party liotding it 
belongs, and hence can never be an operating 
difference in that sphere. Elsewhere it might be 
otherwise. In the sphere of territorial p<3itics, 
it would produce conffict. But while we hold 
that tUs latter sphere shtdl not be entered by the 
nationu Democratic party, organized with refer- 
enea to Federal objects done, it can cause no 
eonflictf nor lead to the divisions which our 
opponents so thdostriously iaaiat should dsatroy 
us. 

The true exfdanation of the unity of the Dem- 
ocratic party, notwithstanding the diversities of 
opinion alleged against it, is, that it is neither a 
pro-slavery nor an anti-slavery par^- It holds 
that whatever may be the opinion o fthis man or 
Ibat man in reference to slav»»»_ the Constitu-. 
bou forbids him to thrust th , upiu. >inon the 



theater of the- Federal Gover:nment. He must 
be content with private indulg|ence of his views, 
so fhr as every State or Territory but his own 
may be affected; though in this, whether State or 
Territory, he is at liberty, and it is his duty as 
an intelligent citizen, to exercise those views, 
when he may properly do so, as be may deem 
best for the localgood. But outside of that, when 
acting in connection with those of other States 
and Territories, where the citizen has the same 
privilege that he in his enjoys, he mast leave the 
subject to be dealt with as those locally interested 
may prefer. Mark the simplicity of the distinc- 
tion. A local Oovemraent for local purposes, a 
national Government for national purposes; a 
local party for local purposes, a national party 
for national purposes. It is the very distinc- 
tion characterizing our system of Government 
in which is lodgedits greatest security — the lead- 
ing, fundamental distinction by which we secure 
the largest liberty of the citizen, and at the same 
time the most effecttTe agency for his protection. 
A party that in its organization and objects thus 
adop^ the very spint of our institutions, and 
plants itself upon a oasis corresponding with that 
upon which rests the superstructure of the Amer- 
ican Govemment, cannot but commend itself, as 
it has so often done, to the confidence of the 
people. By those who understand it,itstriumphs 
can^e traced to far deeper sources than that which 
has been so liberally insinuated in this discus- 
sion — thejgullible ignorance of the masses. 

Now, sir, under this view of the proper sphere 
and business of a national party, I can well con- 
ceive that, in the late canvass, northern Demo- 
crats may have expressed a repugnance to the 
establishment of slavery in Kansas, just as south- 
em Democrats may have expressed a wish that 
it should be established there; for, differing in 
this, they nevertheless could cordiuly unite and 
act together upon their agreeing idea, that Con- 
gress has no commission to enforce the preference 
of either — no power to establish it, or to prevent 
it from being established; and therefore their 
wishes in the tnatter can have nothing to do with 
their party objects, and couM not interfere with 
the result. 

I repeat, sir, the Democratic party is neither 
pro-slavery nor anti-alavery- Not pro-slavery, 
because it has no business wiUn the question; 
not anti-slavery, for the same reason. Alt it pro- 
poses on the subject is to recognize and protect 
the institatioivto the extent that the ConsUtution 
recognizes and protects it — nothing more , nothing 
less. 

If gentlemen will take this foct into their minds, 
they will readily aoe that the bond of affiliation 
between northern and southern Democrats bears 
upon it only the great seal of the Constitution. 
That attests their common obligations — their 
obligations as coequals in a common Union. 
Their separate obligations, those which rest upon 
them as members of different State8,confined each 
to his own, have no mention in the bond. They 
ore excluded flrom it. They cannot properly get 
there. They are left as correlatives of those 
powers " not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, [which] are reserved to the States respectr 
ivelir, or to the people. " 

Mr. Chairman, this fiteterhal war of Americana 
and Republicans upon the Democratic party, 
while sustained by a common enmity, is waged 
by movements to very opposite points. The 
Americans are seeking to destroy southern con- 
fidence in the party, while the Republicans ore 
seeking to destroy northern confidence in it. The 
former would produce the beli^ that the southern 
people have been duped into the admission T>f 
Free-SoU allies to their camp; the latter, that the 
northern people have, to some extent, been duped 
into the admission of pro-slavery alius to theirs. 
The difference between them is, that, while the 
Americans readily accept such munitions as the 
Republicans are disposed to furnish for the south- 
ern field of opeFations, the latter, thus generous, 
beCfAse what they contribute ean be of no avail 
to themselves, on the contrary would incumber 
them, roust move to their point of attack, care- 
fully stripped of every piece of armor and every 
weapon wnieh would serve the former. It would 
not suit them to show to their seotioAf as it would 



suit the Americans to show to the South, that 
northern Democrats are advancing Free-Soil ob- 
jects; and hence, when they have paraded news- 
paper p&rographa, and exhibited placards about 
" free Kansas,'* to furnish aid and comfort to our 
southern opponents,they stop short, wheel round, 
and charge that alt this was intended to deceive 
the northern people, inasmuch as it is well known 
here that northern Democrats are really strength- 
ening pro-slavery men and pro-slavery schemes. 

It IS evident, sir, that there is homo mistake 
between them. It js equally evident to me that 
it arises from the party soUcitude of Americans 
to fasten Free-Soil objects upon northern Demo- 
crats, and of Republicans to &Bten pro-shLvery 
objects upon them, when in fhct neitner is right 
—the truth being, as I have insisted, and as you 
have heard them declare here again and again, 
that they regard and treat the subject of slavery 
in the Territories as without the jurisdiction of 
Congress, where no opinion of theirs, whether 
for or against it, can rightfully be permitted to 
interfere one way or the other. How eaev to 
avoid the mistake, if gentlemen would look at 
the facts directly, and not Uirough a distorted 
medium! I rejoice to know that the people have 
the intelligence to use tbeirown unclouded vision, 
and tliat tliey have wisely distinguished between 
individual preference and Federal governmental 
authority to ehforce that preference-^between a 
party of national scope and a pturty of State or 
territorial scope — between an^ pinion for practice 
and an opinion for Buncombe. 

If the gentleman from Maryland willstudy more 
carefully wherein consists the unity and strengtli 
of the Democratic party, despite the diveraities 
of opinion upon which he dwells, he may easily 
relieve himself from the fear be expresses— or 
perhaps it was a hope — that ite dissolution is 
near at hand. That once proud and powerful 
party, as he styles it, ho will find possessing 
elements of life which no breath of passion or 
prejudice can dissolve. It has little fear of *ita 
own for the future, and has been too often told 
by others that it was in a dying condition, to be 
alarmed now by a repetition of the story. Tlie 
gentleman does well^ tlicrefore, to amuse his 
lancy with graphic pictures of the scenes to bo 
enacted around Mr. Buchanan when he shall come 
to take his position at the helm of State. It is a 
cheap gratification, but he must be content to 
enjoy it, as ha is doing, only in fancy. Some- 
how or other, this unartistic, homebred, simple- 
minded, stubborn, self-willed, independent Dem- 
ocratic party, will go on successfully Boing its 
own work in its own way, not dreaming that a 
laugh at its expense can ufeet or liindcr the free 
course of its e&rnest, honest purpose. It feels 
more concern, however, when arraigned as a 
** disturber of the public peace," and I must tell 
the gentleman he is unkind in making such a 
charge after a solemn verdict of acquittal by the 
people— or,if he will have it BO, after acquittal by 
the Constitution upon the finding of the people. 

It is not difficult to see what the Ropubbcans. 
are aiming to accomplish by renewing their wur- 
fare upon the Democratic party. They havo 
found It a stumbling-block in the way of their 
progress, resisting and checking, the sectional 
animosity by which tliey nre hurried on and 
governed; and in the hour of defeat they would. 
gladly prepare the field for a better fortune in tho 
future. Butas to theAmericans,led on by. their 
chiefs from Kentucky and Maryland, [Messrs^ 
H. Maaiaui. and D&vis,] I. cpafesB myself 
unable to discover what they are to accomplish, 
unless it be the mere gratification^ of party spite. 
Suppose them -sqccessful in establislimg the un- 
soundness of northern Democrats in the view of 
the southern people: what follows? Anything 
from which they, as Union-loving men, can de- 
rive comfort? Anything upon which they can 
build a hope either lor themselves or for the coun- 
try ^ Take away these northern Democrats, and 
wooareleft? Who but Republicans? None, sir, 
save only a few straggling, poweriesa bands of 
Americans? And shall we look to their weak- 
ness for the strength^ to their death for the life, 
which is to relieve us in such friendless desertion ?' 
But, join these tkmocrats in a common purpose 
with the Republicans, or in a purpose leading in 
the same enJ,a^wl,e«^y^e^^^o^tU 
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uainst the South, unittd esch, Waiting only for 
tne opportune moment, the full ripe senaon, to 
begin their deadly conflict. I can see no other 
reauit of that state of the northern mind, which 
will be shown when the Americane shall have 
eetabJiahed their chaive. Let them prove it, and 
they hare but prOTed that the Soatli must soon 
yield to aubjugation,orelM that weore hastening 
to a convulaion from which there can be ooeacape 
—to a doom whidt will wrap up these Slates in 
a darkness the darkest. I'do not envy them the 
satisfaction they are thus to achieve; nor do I 
appreciate the simply querulous tone, sometimes 
flippant tone, in which they speak of this state of 
things, when it is one that snould bury all thought 
or speech, if not in despair, in the one sole, stern 
resolre to prepare a readiness for the worst. 

I will not ai^fi with the gentleman upon the 
justice and proprie»' of the removal of tAe Mis- 
souri restriction. It is bad enough to have that 
to do with the avowed friends of the Republican 

Etrty. But that a aouthem man, whatever may 
ave been his views of the expediency of the 
measure at the time, should join them now in 
deprecating and denouncing it, in the face of the 
braggart spirit which warns his section that its 
day of peace shall come no more till anti-slavery 
vengeance shall have accomplished its work, and 
notwithstanding the purpose of the measure to 
restore equality of right to the people he repre- 
sents, is more than passine strange. It boraers 
upon the fatal step which plunges into lltf angry 
flood to become a part of its wild-niahing, de- 
structive power. No, sir; in a time like this, 
and upon such a sut^ect, I prefer to use the little 
strength I have, not in a conteat with collaterala, 
but in reaiating the legitimate chiefs of the anti- 
slavery movement. 

I hear much said br these ahout the over- 
weening desire of the South to extend her polit- 
ical power — about the restless ambition with 
jffhicn she grasps for the control of the Federal 
Government. You hear it in thia Hall every 
day, and it is worth oar while to inquire wliat 
amount of truth there is in the chazge. What do 
gentlemen mean by such an accusation? That 
the South seeks to eain power antagoniatic to any 
end for which the Union was formed? That she 
has objects of her own to accomplish which con- 
flict with the true objects of our Government, 
and cannot be attained withont detriment to o^er 
portions of the Union ? This must be the idea, 
lio one would wish to be conaidered as objecting 
to any nayiral or proper growth of her strength. 
It is, then, a charge that ner aim and efforts are 
directed to her own aggrandizement for her own 
, peculiar purposes, as oppoaed to purposes right 
m themselves, and hela in proper regard by all 
the other States. la this true ? 

Why, Mr. Chairman, the extremeat of south- 
em statesmen, so fares 1 know, have never gone 
ftirther than to insist that a balance between the 
Motions should be preserved iu the Senate; and 
^ts, not with a view to give undue weight to 
■OQthern influence, but to secty« southern instt- 
tutioos against external interference. An equality 
in the Senate could give no superior power there ; 
and even if it should, through the ascendency of 
individuals of the body, there would always be a 
check in this House, where the fVee States can 
never be deprived of their large majority of Rep- 
resentatives. To acquire and keep this mucn, 
therefore, the utmost that is asked, would confer 
no aUlity to shape the public policy at will , much 
less to uape it toanyexclnsive sectiood end. It 
would only ftamish reliable security against the 
superior power of the other aide — a security which 
would never have been thought necessary or de- 
sirable if the same could have been found in the 
kindly, fraternal sentiment which our fathers 
hopea would bind us together indissolubly. 

■You perceive, sir, that it is ability 'for defense 
which IS sought by this proposition. Had there 
been no outcry against oar institutions; had there 
been no sdieming to interfere with them, no at- 
tempted restrictions to fluniliarize die mind with 
attacks upon them, no hostile prejudice nursed 
and disseminated against them, the South would 
hare reposed in quiet contentment, careless of the 
distribution of political power, because proudly 
confident of justice to herself under any dis- 
tribution, however unequal. This desire for 



equ -Jity of power, not for AiU equality, but only 
for that in one bmndi of the legislative department 
of the Government, which will enable her to feel 
secure of protection for the rightaof hercitizena, 
proceeds m>m no over-ambitious motive. What 
lias she done to authorize any suspicion of such 
a motive I She asks but to be let alone. Any 
right she claims is claimed as already existing 
from the adoption of the Constitution, and not 
as a new gift. In all that she has said, or de- 
manded, or done, if honestly and fairly construed, 
you find her looking only to the defensive. Power 
to resist aggression is the utmost she would have 
through the action of this Government; and this 
not by positive aid, but by free, equal, uninvidi- 
ous permission to take her chances for a share 
of tke common territory. Satisfy her people 
that you do not mean war upon their institutions, 
and even that much no one would seriously care 
for. I am sure, sir, there would have bMn no 
disposition on her part'to set aside the Missouri 
line — although almostuniversally believed to have 
been wrongly imposed — if she had not been con- 
tinually harassed by hostile efforts to deprive her 
ofan equal right in the country south of that line. 
And it is in these efforts the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Butoram] will find the explanation of 
that seeming departure from the precedents since 
1820, to which lie refers in support of his asser- 
tion of unlimited congressional power over sla- 
very in the Territories. While there was a hope 
that that line would be respected by others, the 
South vaa willing to let it remain ; and any action 
of hers, or of her statesmen, acquiescing in its 
terms, north or south of the line, was based upon 
that willingness thus induced, end not upon ab- 
solute approval of the line itself, or acknowl- 
edgment of the power to establish it. She has 
been provoked to reassert the equal rights of her 
citizens, and then, forsooth, is held chargeable 
with grasping ambition ! She gets back what 
ahe hcuB lost, and is held responsible as a wicked 
ageressor. 

It is simply a misrepresentation of the South 
to say that she strives for more power than 
enough to protect and preserve herself. She h^s 
not the folly to suppose she can ever acquire even 
an equality of power with the North, nor has she 
any especial desire for it, except, as I have said, 
for defensive purposes. If there were no dan^r 
that Uie power of the North, instead of being 
.used Bolely for the common ^ood, would be used 
to strike her^if the course of events had per- 
mitted her to rest aecure in the belief that there 
was no purpose to array the General Government 
upon a policy of discrimination againat her — if, in 
anort, ahe did not see that enmity to her Inatitu- 
tiona waa ripening itself fbr a breach into their 
atronghold, she would have no concern as to the 
extent to which that power might surpass her 
own. It will be apparent to any one who will 
take the trouble to understand her position, that 
any anxiety she manif^Bla to maintain a partial 
equality of political power, is the anxiety of a 
weaker party to guard itaelf against abusive treat, 
ment by the atronger. How far removed from 
an aggressive spirit ! And yet, this is made a 
ground upon which to arraign her for cherishing 
an unholy lust for power. 

But gentlemen take offense at the President 
for justifying this southern sense of insecurity, 
which he does by pointing to the revolutionary 
tendency of recent organizations founded on anti- 
slavery sentiment; and they would peraaade us 
that no blow is aimed at our institutions, and that 
we do wrong to suspect them of harmful designs, 
Mr. Chairman, they deceive themselves, or are 
trying to deceive us. Even the gentleman from 
Maf yland [Mr. Datib] will tell them that. If 
they are innocent of mischievous intention, they 
are none the less working to mischievoui ends. 
They are indulging a habit of thought in con- 
demnation of slavery, which, aa it grows upon 
ihem, becomes more and more eager for expres- 
sion in practical action. They are ever feeding 
a prejodiee) whidi becomes proportionably rest- 
less of restraint the more it is pampered. 1%ey 
are following the track of a single idea, tilt it is 
leading them to a point beyond which the tyranny 
of the mind will permit no turning aside, nor any 
turning back. They are oiieying a law of prog- 
ress, tne same that poor human nature obeys 



when yielding to temptation in some weak point, 
abandoning princTpie and virtue for some tempo- 
rary gratification, it finds itself more easily mis- 
led a second time, and ever afterwards, until it ia 
finally driven to adopt the society and the prac- 
tices of the dissolute. It might be profitable for 
them to remember that 

" Vice Ii ■ monster of so fri^tflU mita 
As, to baited, tteeds but to be Men | 
Yei, Mcnoo oft, ftnoilur witb her ««, 
We flnl ondure, ttwn pity, ilien enkmcc." 

If abolitionism be the vice from which they 
have been shrinking, it is nevertheless abolition- 
ism they are endunng, pitying, almo^Mmlmc- 
ing. Toe history of the northern wii^B the old 
Whig party, its gradual absorption into section- 
alism, IS instructive and full of warning on this 
point; and so is the history of those men of tb« 
Democratic party, who, flrtt yietding to erro- 
neous views of the power of Congress over sla- 
very, have gone on till they, too, are urging tha 
demands of sectionalism. Thus is their progress. 
They march on, and deny that they march — 
march on again, and still deny that they march; 
and, if not reformed by an awakened sense of 
the dangers of their evil course, will continue this 
till the end is before them with all its horrors. 

The leading Abolitioniats understand this bet- 
ter, and congratulated themselves accordingly 
upon the complexion of the late canvass. Hence 
you hear Gerrit Smith saying, that the fhw rad- 
ical Abolitionists ** who renise to vole for Colonel 
Fremont are, after all, to be numbered among the 
most effective supporters of his election;" leave 
them, therefore, ** to ply the public mind with 
their radical doctrines, and then," • • • 
" however they ahall vote, CoIonM FiCmont will 
have been a great gainer;" and Wendell Philltpa 
aaying, that the Republiean is ** the first aectioul 
party ever oi^nizedin thia country. It doea not 
Know its own face, and'it calls itaelf national; but 
it is not national — it is sectional. It is the North 
arrayed against the South;" and Garrison saying, 
when he gave his "judgment of the Republican 
party," that in "proportion to the growth of dia- 
unionism will be tne growth of Republicanism and 
Free-Soilism," and that an examination of the 
map of Massachusetts would show " that in those 

E laces where there are the most Abolitiooisu who 
avedislVanehised themaelves>for eooacience and 
for the slaved sake, the heaviest vote ia thrown 
for the Free-Soil Udcet." These men, standing 
forward, thus hail the coming on of their co- 
workers. They are patient with any reluctance 
they witness; for, if the march ta slow,stiU there 
is pn^ress, and they feel assured their waiting 
will be rewarded. 

The South is not mistaken. The leaders of 
the Republican party have let loose a wild spirit 
against her which they cannot control if they 
would; and if it does not exhaust itself in its 
furious conflict with the better s|nrit of their sec- 
tion, its career of mischief is but begun, for it 
treads a path tliat leads through ** burning cities, 
and ravaged fields, and slaughtered populationa. " 
Our only hope is, that as in the post, so in tha 
future, the Democratic party will stand as a firm 
barrier to meet aud check the danger — that as the 
solid rock receives the surging wave and dashes 
it into spray, so will that party receive and dis- 
embody the encroaching tine of anti-slavery 
fanaticism. • 

The excuses urged for disturbing our peace 
are not of a kind to weaken ourconvietioD that a 
great wron^ is threatened. Are we reminded, oa 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Binoram.] of 
the excellency of freedom, and censured that we 
smother it in the oppressions and outrages of 
slavery? This imports nothing less than that 
slavery should be extinguished, and, whetlMr we 
will or not, extinguished by those who have a 
better understanding of its injustice than we have. 
Do we hear lamentations over the condition of 
the negro? The inference ia inevitable tliat the 
negro should be relieved, and, as we will not re- 
lieve him, that it should be done by others who 
are more humane. Is the condtUon of the white 
man in the slave States deplored ? You cannot 
resist the idea that something more is meant than 
idle wailing. Are we upbraided that the South 
is inert, stagnant, desolate, unskilled in the move- 
w^nto ^nd^witlvU^{|itrtni^.presump- 
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toons? Who can belieTC thai the painting of 
eucli a picture forourjnapecUonhas nootherend 
than to gratify our taatea, or mortify our Yanity ? 

It answers no purpose to show that all such 
excuses for-harassing us are founded in a vicious 
philunthropy,oriii mistaken views of the life and 
condition of the South. A visionary love of free- 
dom prevents the access of correct knowledge, 
and color* the one foct of slavery with a black- 
ness that darkens all elsfe. For insunce, what 
would it avail to show to the Free-^il partisan 
that the South la not, a;i he insists, lying under 
a blight of desolation— that she has, in fact, mul- 
tiplied hcuupulation, both white and black, mul- 
tiplied hefllchouls, her colleges, her churches, 
her railroads, her productions, her commerce, bar 
wealth, at a rate unapproached in the history of 
progress, except by her sister States— that her 
older States, notwithstanding they have contrib- 
uted largely, even lavishly, to the building up of 
her newer ones* some of which have outstripped 
them, have grown and itrengthened and im- 
proved the condition of their people steadily, 
through every decade? A mere glance at the 
census will exhibit these facU*, and yet Aey weigh 
nothing in the minds of those who decry our in- 
stitutions. The free Slates having progressed 
more rapidly in some respects, they look only 
to this, fill their minds witJi an exaggerated con- 
trast, and exalt themselves to a superiority which 
their great modesty forbids them to attribute 
to anything but the bad influence of slavery. 
If ihejr could be led to imagine for a moment 
that there is no North, or could forget her ex- 
istence while looking elsewhere, then perhaps 
they would be able to discover that the progress 
of the South has been constant, rapid, grand, 
wonderful; and that there is much to admire and 
commend in the growth of her feeble colonies 
into a mighty empire, in the march of her bold 
pioneers Uiroueh the wilderness, hewing the way 
for theapproacli of other States with their stand- 
ards of civilization, their emblems of greatness, 
and their annoriea of power, and in the ene^y 
ud hardy industrj; with which the has advanced 
the fruits of her soil into an unexampled control- , 
ling magnitude in the commerce and markets of , 
the world. But all this i» shut out from their 
point of vision. Why? Because they are ab- 
sorbed with enmity to our institutions, and with 
the self-complacent idea that their own should 
be forced in to supplant them; because they are 
being led captive by a habit of mind which con- 
cerns itself only with war upon slavery, and 
which will not be saliafied to release Ihem short 
of its extermination. 

The President is right, Mr. Chairman. Those 
who have joined the Free-Soil movement have 
*' etitered into a path which leads nowhere, un- 
less it be to civil war and disunion, and which 
has no other possible outlet. " To believe other- 
wise is to believe that the South will submit to 
eUl that she holds to be wrong, unjust, unconsti- 
tutional, and destructive. 

When I contemplate the arraying of a strong 
party, bent upon giving the direction to northern 
power, dictated by the prevalent anti-slavery sen- 
timent, and unmindful of the high guarantees by 
which southern rights were meant to be seenreo', 
and can find no opposing organization bat that 
of the Democratic party of sufficient strength to 
withstand its aggressive purposes, it cannot be 
surprising that 1 should mdulge the pride of a 
partisan in the result of the recent election. 
What is it, in fact, but the pride of patriotism? 
A great calamity to the country has been arrested 
—arrested by my party, and shall I not join the 
President in words of satisfaction that it is so? 
With all my heart I do. 1 shall accept the 
triumitjhis the promise of a still hopeful future, 
truatiiTniat the incoming counsels will be ruled 
by the wisdom, discretion, and courage so much 
needed to keep down the adversary, and to per- 
petuate the po%er which conquers usurpation 
and wrong. But should this trust fail, and the 
sectional party continue to grow, then— but I 
will not si»eak despondingly. Eveq then it may 
be that a higher wisdom would but prepare to 
enforce anew Uie old lesson — 

" JoTfl lUlkM the Titans down. 
Not when they Kt atmut their mountain pilinf , 
But When anottisr tock would crown tlwii work." 
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THE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HON. B. STANTON, 

OF OHIO, 
Ih tbb Hooa or R^PRetENTATivEt, 
Ftbruam 5, 1657. 
The HouH being In tlie Committee of the Whole on tbo 
■Ute of the Union, and tuviag under coniideradon the bill 
( H . E. No. 556) to reduce tbs duty on Imports, and for other 
purpuM^ 
Mr. STANTON said: 

Mr. Chaiohan: If it be in order, I propose to 
address a few words to the special order before 
the committee. It certainly is contrary to the 
usages of the House and the eommittes» ^laugh- 
ter,] but I hope the comraitte* will so fhr indulge 
me as to listen to ths few Tsmsrki I have to 
make. 

I cannot, Mr. Chairman, conceive a situation 
more embarrassing than for a gentleman to at- 
tempt to engage in a discussion who goes off 
in this helter-skelter way, where no two consec- 
utive speeches are mode on thesame question, or 
have any connection with one another. I propose 
to discuss the question before the committee, be- 
cause I regard it as one of the first mognitudtf; 
both in a revenue point of view, and on account 
of iu influence on the industrial pursuits of the 
country. I desire to speak to gentlemen present 
with the hope that I may be able to communicate 
some information, and to enlighten them to some 
extent on the question before the committee. 

On the revenue aspect pf the bill I do not pro- 

fose to oeeupjr the attenUon of the House at all. 
think there is no question about the necessity 
for a reduction of the revenue. I do not under- 
stand that, as among the advocates of the bill 
of the majority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, there is any diflerence in principle. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the majority of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, all recog- 
nize the propriety of discriminating with a view 
to the protection of existing interests. I do not 
propose, either, to go into the question, between 
the two branches of the committee, which su-ises 
on the proposition for horizontal datiea and the 
principle of discriminating duties. 

I am not aware, Mr. Chairman, thu heretofore, 
in the history of the legislation of the country on 
the subject of protection, there was any difference 
of opinion as to the propriety and necessity of 
extending incidental protection to ell branches of 
industry, whether of commerce, of manufactures, 
or of agriculture, which were essential to the pros- 
perity and happiness of the people. I understand 
the settled principle which underlies this doctrine 
of protection to be, that wherever any branch of 
industry — whether of agrieultursi commerce, or 
manufhctures— can be pursued as profitably in 
our soil and climate as in any other, that branch 
of industry should have the protection and fos- 
tering core of the Qovemment by discriminating 
duties. I find that, in the bill now presented to 
the committee for consideration, a diflerent prin- 
ciple is adopted, it is now assumed that menu* 
factures are the only proper subjects of protection 
— that the interests of agriculture are altogether 
subordinate and secondary, and that, if it be ne- 
cessary for the purpose of promoting the interests 
of the manufacturers, the agriculturists must be 
struck down. Now, against that 1 enter my pro- 
test. I have before me a commuBicatioo to the 
National Intelligencer, evidently written by some 
intelligent manufacturer in'Boston, in which this 
principle is clearly aod diatioctly avowed. It is 
this: 

"The princlpIflorprotBctlaBto labor doeMRotJuMlr apply 
lo the product* of a)|iicoitnre,oror which wool Is one. Pro- 
tecUuii to agriculture t* the attempt to eqoalUe an ^nlMor 
•ofi or uiiftvnratiie climate with more Ikvoied rsghms. It 
i< Q proicctlon lo land, and not 10 lobbr, wUeh Is the only 
l<!gilimate object." 

That is the keystone to the policy of the man- 
ufacturers of the country, and It explains the prf>- 
visions of the bill of the majority of ttie Committee 
of Ways and Means. It is essentially a manufac- 
turers 'bill. The principle that is laid down here 
will not bear the test or scrutiny. Labor enters 
into the agricultural products of the country as 
well OS land.. It is the difference in the wages 
of labor that renders protection necessary fiuer 
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to manufactures or agriculture. Why, I would 
no more build up ajiy manufacturing interest here, 
where ita product costs msre tabor than it does - 
anywhere else, than I would an agricultural in- 
terest which required a hot-house process for ita 
products. 

I would notask to prolectcoffee, for we cannot 
raise it inthisclimate. I would not ask to protect - 
any article of manufacture which is not equalljr 
as well adapted to the soil and climate of this 
country as to any other. Thev both rest on 
precisely the same principle. There is a differ- 
ence in the wages or labor between the old down- 
trodden despotisms of Europe and this free Repub> - 
lie of ours. It U that difierence which calls for 
the interposition of legislation fbr the purpose of 
protection, and it is that only which will war- 
rant it. 

Mr. Chairman, I purpose, in the fiuther dis- 
cussion of this subject, to confine myself to ths 
question of the abolition of duties on woo], for 
that is practically what the bill of the majority of 
the Committee of Ways and Means means. It is 
a ten per cent, duty which they propose on wool. 
This IB, in practice, no protection at all. Now, 
sir, if I unaerstand anything of the ailments 
on which the doctrine of protection rests, one of 
them is, that it is essential to the independence^ 
the country, that it should produce all the com- 
modities that are essential for the use and con- 
sumption of its uwn people. That is the principle 
on which woolen manufacture rests. We should 
be able to manufacture our own woolen goods. 
We should be able lo manufacture our own rail- 
road iron, and all other manufactured fabrics. 
Sir, is it not quite as essential that we should So 
able to produce the materials from which theso 

E reductions are manufkclurcd ? Suppose you 
reak down the wool-growing interests, and that 
your manufactures are sustained on imported 
wool: then when the war — of which my friend 
from North Carolina [Mr. CtiirouAifl has just 
spoken — comes, and when commerce is destroyedi 
how are vou to supply yourselves with these 
woolen fabrics whicn are essential to the con- 
sumption of the country? The growth of wool 
in this country is therefore a matter of quite as 
much national importance as manufactures are, 
and is equally entitled to the protection and care 
of the Government. 

Again, sir: it is laid down as a sound principle 
by all intelligent agriculturists, that the annual 
animal productions of any country should equal 
in value its annual vegetable productions. This 
is essential to maintain the fertility of the soil. 
If you go on annually cultivating the vegetable 
, productions of the sou and transporting them to 
foreign countries for consumption and use, ths 
land will continue each year to lose its fertility. 
Hence, in this view of the question, the produc- 
tion of wool is an indispensable article for scien- 
tificand profitable tillage. And for reasons which 
time will not permit me to enumerate, and which 
every intelligent farmer will understand, sheep is 
a very important and indispensable part of the 
animal products of every farm. England has ono 
fheep for every acre of land she h^s in cultiva- 
tion; France has one for every three acres; and 
the United Slates one for every seventeen acres. 
At the same time, England raises four bushels 
of wheat for every acre she has in cultivation, 
France two bushels, and the United States three 
fourths of a bushel per acre. 

The value of the annual animal product of 
England is greater than its vegetable product; in 
France the animal is less than one half the vege- 
table product; in the United States the value of 
the vegetable product in 1850, or rather by ths 
census of that year, was |66,OO0,OUO, and the 
animal product |34,000,000. Any measure which 
tendb to diminish the animal products of the coun- 
try aggravates the evils of this destructive hus- 
bandry. It is true that the exceeding fertility of 
our soil, especially in the West, has so far saved 
us from the natural and legitimate results of this 
miserable system of agriculture; but ita conse- 
quences mast be visited upon our children. 
Another generation will find our farms worn out, 
dilapidated, ond their fertility desti-oyed. To 
avoid ihiB result, every stimulant should be given 
to the increase of the animoLproductioDS of ths 
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of the reduction of the duly on wool will be to 
diminish and discourage these- products that I 
resist it. And this qijfstion of wool and its pro- 
duction is a matter or sufficient importance to 
oecupytbeattMitionofthiiHouse. Bvtfaecensus 
of 1850, which is the last reliable exhibit of the 

Suantiiy of wool and number of •heep in the 
United States— I find by that, there were then 
21,731,880 sheep, yielding 52.516344 pounds of 
wool. The investment in this business, there- 
fore, ia equal to |^,000,000. There were in the 
eight States comprising the Ohio and upper Mis- 
sissippi valleys, including western Pennsylvania, 
11,500,000 sheep, yielding 27,500,000 pounds 
of wool. In my own State alone there were, in 
round numbers, 4^,000 sheep, and 10,500.000 
pounds of wool. In niy own duitrict there were 
250,000Bheep,and650,d00pouDdflofwool. Here 
is an investment in my-district of over half a 
million of dollars, which, in my judgment, is 
to be rendered unproductive and stricken down 
by the bill of thd majority of this committee, if 
it passes as it now stands. 

We are told, Mr. Chairman, by the represent- 
atives of the manufacturing interest, mat the 
abolition of duty on wool is essential to the 
wool grower; that he will be largely benefited 
by it. 

Tt is true that we have imported for the last 
five yearn an average, aimuully, of 18,000,000 
pounds of wool, at a duty of thirty per cent. If 
the present duty amounted to prohibition, and no 
foreign wool wa^ imported, it might be argued 
very plausibly that the reduction ur entire repeal 
of the duty would not alfect the price; but if the 
price would not be ruduccd, how would the man- 
ufacturer be benefiicd ? 

I had supposed the very object of the reduction 
of the duty was to enable the manufacturer to buy 
his raw material cheaper, and tliereby be enabled 
to compete with the foreign manufacturer. And 
if die manufacturer buys his wool cheaper, I sup- 
pose the wool-grower mustscU it cheaper, because 
It takes two to make a bargain. But if I am mis- 
taken in all this, and if it be true that the reiieal 
of duties increases the price of the commodity, 
then I would suggi Bt to mv friends from Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Tslana that they apply it to 
manufactured woolen goods. Let us take the 
duty off of those goods. If it be a sound prin- 
ciple — if the removal of duty on one commodity 
which is imported laigely, enhances its price — if it 
benefits one article, I cannot see why it will not 
another. 

There arc consumed annually for manufactures 
in the United States, an average of over 53,000,000 
pounds of domestic wool, and 18,000,000 pounds 
ofimportedwool— 70,000,000pound8inall. Now, 
will any gcnilcman explain to mc how and why 
it is that, if duty be removed from imported wool, 
and our woolen manufacturers are allowed to go to 
South America, Australia, and all over the world, 
to purchase wool cheaper than it can be raised 
ffere, that the domestic wool-growing interest ia 
not aflcctcd? I should like to hear that proposi- 
tion argued by my friends from Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, and the New England States. 
1 know whaCi6,Baid. It is said, that if you will 
abolish the duty on wool and send tlie manufac- 
turer abroad into the markets of the world, it will 
increase the demand for wool ; and that the foreign 
maoufaciurcr will be compelled to pay an in- 
creased price for it; and that, consequently, he 
must get an increased price for his cloth, which 
will enable the domestic manufacturer to compete 
with hnn. That is the ai^umcnt. 

The first remark I have to moke in relation to 
that ai^ument m this: it goes on the nssumpiiun 
that the whole population of (he country that con- 
sume woolen goods is to pay an increased price 
for them. How fur that will commend it to the 
favorablp consideration of the commiticc', is a 
question I leave tliem to determine. But the thing 
is utterly fallacious. If you wanted a millstone 
carried across the Potomac, you might as well tell 
a sailor to Ue it to his neck and swim over with 
it, as to attempt to roiac the price of wool through- 
out the commercial wnrM by removing the duly 
on imported woolin theUniled Statesalone.^ We 
are referred to the example of England in this re- 
gard. Wc are told that she imposed duty for a 
£>ng Uuie on imiiorted wool; that she subsequently 



repealed it; and that since then there has been an 
increased production of wool, and an increase of 
price. We are told that English wool-growers 
are now more prosperous than they were before 
the repeal. That ai%ument, if the fhtta were ad- 
mitted, might, I think, be safely answered in this 
fashion: I remember, some fifteen or twenty years 
ago, riding on a flat-bar railroad, at the rate of 
somelifteenmilesanhour. I thought I was getting 
along rapidly.- Within the last five years they 
have put cow-catchers on the front of the locomo- 
tives, and since then the railway trains go thirty, 
forty, and even sixty miles an hour — ^Uierefore, 
the cow-catcher increases the speed. [Laughter.] 
It is true that the engines have doubled in power 
two or three times since; the old flat bar has given 
way to a different kind of rail; and the grades 
ham been reduced; but all that is nothing— the 
cow-catcher has done it all. I am asked for the 
application. The fact assumed is, that the duties 
were taken off of wool in 1838, and that since 
that time the production of wool has increased; 
ei^o, the duty taken off has been the cause of 
raising the prices. I say,thatargtimenti« idmut 
as rational na the conclusion in the case 1 men- 
tioned, and no more, 

Another (rifling circumstance should have been 
rrcollecied. At the same time the duties on im- 
ported wool were reduced by the British Parlia- 
ment from six pence to one penny half-penny, 
a duty of fifteen per cent, additional was levied 
on imported woolen goods. With' capacity for 
cheap production, at least equal to any other 
nation in the world, this was in fact prohibitory. 
The English manufacturers have ever since had 
undisputed possession of the home market, and 
have been struggling with their French aqd Ger- 
man rivals for the markets of the world. This 
is one cause of the extraordinary success of the 
woolen manufacturer! of England. They have 
had steady, aniform, and adequate proteeuon on 
their manufhctured goods. 

About 1835 was the time when the duty was 
reduced from six pence per pound to one pennvi 
upon wool costing one shilling. If any gentle- 
man will take the trouble to look at the report of 
the World's Industrial Exhibition in London, 
he will find an interesting and instructive article 
upon the subject of woolen manufacture. He 
will find that about that year, the power loom 
was first introduced into general use. About 
the same time the 8pinnin<;-jenny was also intro- 
duced. He will find, by the examination before 
the committee of the Hoasc of Lords, in 1838, 
for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the 
wool-growing and manufacturinginterest of Great 
Britain, the testimony of witnesses who prove 
this state of facts: that down to 1825, neany alt 
the wool in England was manufactured by what 
is called domestic manufacturers; that is, every 
man took his wool home, and manufactured it with 
the aid of very crude and imperfect machinery, 
and then took it to X^eds, and exposed it for sale 
in wtiat was called White Cloth Ha!U,and disposed 
of it in open market. It was purchawd by mer- 
chants, who dyed and finished it. 
■ But these same witnesses tell you, that in IQiSr 
this domestic manufacture began to decline, and 
the manufacturers began to center in the lai^r 
manufacturing establishments; and one witness 
says that in nis own town, containing five hun- 
dred houses, there were from eighty to one hun- 
dred houses var-ant, tne manufacturers having 
abandoned their houses and'their business there, 
and gone to Leeds and other lai^r manufacturing 
places, to work in the large manufacturing eslab- 
lishments. 

Here you find that the improved mode of man- 
ufacture—the adoption of machinery to do what 
before had been done by hand labor — reduced the 
cost of manufacturing, and enlarged the demand 
for wool, and bv that means the production was 
increased and tne price ultimately recovered. 

I have before me a little tract which has been 
distributed among members in large quantities for 
circulation among their constituents, and it con- 
tains a sort of synopsis of the manufacturer's 
argument. 

1 want now to call the attention of gentlemen 
to the facta set oat in this tract. It wiirbe found, 
upon a earcfhl examination, that the fhcts set 
forth in thia pamphlet are really all fables. It 



states the quantity of wool produced in Oreat 

Britain as follows: 

"Quantity of wool produced in Griai 

Britain in leOO SB,S44,000 pounds. 

Qaantliv of wool pfodueed la Great 

Britain in laas. 111,033,799 ** 

" locresM in tweotr-eight ynn (under 
a dutv of obaut twelve cents per 
pound) only 19,079,199 " 



" Thn daiy was removed i and in 1B9Q the produetlaB ta 
Great Britain was 375,000,000 pounds; sbowiMsn inenssfe 
in twenty-two years, wiihoui duly, of 163,370^1 pounds. 
Notwitbaiaodlng tblsmpid ineresBO In production, tne pnccs 
of wool steadily advancedras fliown ny Uiejulianieuiaiy 
siatlstica, tkt momeat tbe duty ma taken oflBsliif to ike 
great revival oT nsnallMitsrinK." « 

Can you tell me what that means, " increase 
in twenty-eight yean under a duty of twelve 
cents per pound, nineteen millions of pounds?" 
Does not that mean that the duly of twelve cents 
had been upon wool tor twenty-eight years; and 
that the price went up immediately on the repeal 
of the duty > If it aoes not mean that, it does 
not mean anything. Now what are the facts ? 
In the sary investigation before the commiilfc 
of the House of t^rds, testimony was taken 
(amongst other things^ so to the'rates of duty. 
The following table gives the ra^e of duties on 
wool imported into England from 1783 to 1638, 
as proved before that committee. I hare myself 
examined the act of Parliament of July 2, 1819, 
imposing a duty of sixpence perpound on all 
wool imported after January 1, 1691); and the act 
of July S, 1635, reducing the duty to one penny 
on wool costing more than one ahiHing perpound, 
and one halfpenny perpound on wooleosting less 
than one shilling per pound, and find they cone- 
spond with the taole: 

Fmnt 1763 to 1804 tne, 

« IKMioim halA>eaDyMrpoaiid, 

» 1809 f I leu St. au. per hnndTed wOfitt, 

" 1814 to ima 7i. I M.4M!r bandied wcigin, 

<■ 1^10 ISOa fU. perpound, 

" I81t9 to IW U. per pound, 

on woo* above one bMIUns per pound.; sad a bBU^enByoB 
wool under one alillling. Buice 1896, ftee. 

The dutyofabout twelve cents per pound lasted 
only five years; and after 18S8 wool was entirely 
free. And yet gentlemen exhibit these facta to tis 
as the result of a protective duty upon wool. 

Again, it is said "the maneia the duty wds 
taken off, wool advanced steadily in price." The 
truth of this statement may be tested by the fol- 
lowing table of the prices of South Down wool 
from 1830 to as proved before the same com- 
mittee, except for the years 189A and 18Q9, which 
are taken from McCulloeh^i Commercial Dic- 
tionary : 

Pricet of ScufK DoKit Wool in Bnglami. 

laSO 1«. M —31 ets. 1835 It. 44—99 nv. 

imi U.3i—3A 1896 lOrf— 19 

1822 \t. 3d —28 " 1^ 9«(— 17 " 

1823 1». 4i-r~X " 1828 8J— 15 « 

1834 U. aJ — 26 " 18S29 M— II " 

Again, sir, they soy that the duty wa^ re- 
moved, and that in 18w the production of wool 
in Great Britain was 375,000,000 pounds, show- 
ing an increaae in twenty-two years, without 
duty, of 163376,729 pounas. There is an euii'>- 
rial article in the New York Tribune of Janudry 
2S| 1857, prepared with great care, and profess- 
ing to be statistically correct, which I appre- 
hend is just as rotinble in its statistics as tlioi» 
contained in this anonymous pamphlet, which 
has nobody to stand godfather for it. In ihni 
article it is said that thcru is in the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, 35,0OO,0(JO 
sheep. Now^sir, if there wercS75,000,000pound3 
of wool, the yield would average eight pounds per 
fleece. Do you believe that? The proof bt'fore 
the committee of the House of Lords in IB'-H, 
was tliat the fleeces would average Icsn Ifau four 
pounds each; and timt is a large and libJB c.-'ii- 
mate. In the United Stales it Ir less than twi> 
and a half pounds per fleece. If they average 
four pounds each, there would be oaly 140,OOU,()(jO 
pounds of wool instead of 375,000,000 pound.«. 
How, what are the facta ? The increase in twen- 
ty-eight years, that is, from 1800 to 1823, was 
19,000,000 pohnds, and the increase from 1828 to 
1856 — twentv-eight years more — through the ad- 
vantage of labor-aaTing machinery and the in- 
creased consumption of «ool».waB only 96^000 fiOO 
pounds. I 
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You are told, too, that during all this period 
the farmers were essentially benefited. 1 wish 
to call the attention of the committee to what was 
the effect of the repeal of this twelve cent duty 
In 1835. During trie five years when this six- 
pence duty was imposed upon wool, South Down 
wool in the London and Liverpool markets ayer- 
iged eighteen pence per pound. In 1828 it had 
lone down all over the kingdom to eight pence per 
pound, &nS the farmers were in rebellion upon 
i)o subject, and this parliamentary inTCStigatioa 
vas the result. Yet we are told in this pamphlet 
Jiat the price went up all this time. Landlords 
vere comj^^ in many instances torcduce their 
■enta iwn^Bve per eeot., because their tenants 
iould not iMy, on account of the low price of 
VDol. Well, in 1838, Parliament abolished that 
loty of a penny a pound on wool costing a shil- 
ing, and in that year S*uth Down wool went 
lown to sixpence a pound. And yet wc are re- 
'erred to the example of England for the purpose 
)f showing that the wool-growers will be bone- 
ited by the repeal of duues. 1 know it will be 
laid that that was tempMary— that the price went 
jp afterwards. I haTe io my hand aciifiilar from 
I London wool-brokergiTingthe price of wool on 
tst January, 1857. He puts South Down wool 
lown atfromhintteen to twenlypence per pound, 
in 1824 it was eighteen pence. The increase is 
laid to be a penny per pound. But, sir, do you 
lot know, and does not every man know, that the 
faluc of money has depreciated more than fifty 
)er cent, since 1824— that eighteen pence in 1W4 
would buy fiflypercent. moreof anyof the mar- 
ictable commodities of the country than your 
linetccD or twenty pence will buy to-day i Isay, 
Jiercfore, that for a term of twcnty-e^ht years 
vool has not recovered its price, ana it never 
irill. 

It is true that, notwithstanding these results to 
Lhe wool-growing interest, the manufacturer flour- 
ished; and Parliament adhered to the policy of 
'ree wool, and still adherea to it. The reason is 
ibvious: England had a crowded population, dcs- 
itute of employment and of the means of sup- 
)ort. They must be furnished with employment, 
>r supported, by taxation. There was, therefore, 
10 otner alternative. .The manufacturer must be 
lOBiained to give bread totheir starving millions, 
itherwise they would be overwhelmed with an 
nnupportable weight of pauperism and crime. 
Thank Crod, no such necessity exists in this 
:ountry: out immense public domain furnishes 
oomand scope forprofitable employment for our 
Mople for eeneratioDS ttfoome. 

But in the article of fine cloths, France is in 
idvance of England all the time. A very large 
najorily of the fine cloths iniported into, and con- 
lumed in this countrv, are French cloths. And 
ret, during that whole period, France has main- 
ained a duty on imported wool. I have not been 
ible to ascertain the amount; but France has 
naintained a strict protective policy; she has pro- 
moted her wools and her woolen manufactures; 
md there has grown up there the highest perfec- 
ion in the woolea manufactures found anywhere. 

Mr. CHiainnan, I know that the prosperity of 
he vroolen manufacturers of the country is highly 
lesirabte and very necessary.for the prosperity 
)f the wool-grower. The one is necessary for 
he other. But, sir, gentlemen are overrating 
iltt^ther the effect which the abolition of duty 
>D wool will have on woolen manufactures. 
(Tliat is proposed i It is proposed that wc shall 
vduce the duty on imported wool twenty per 
XTit, When your imported wool is cleaned and 
lubjected to ail the waste which it undergoes- 
luring the process of manufacture, there will be 
Ive pounds of wool in a yard of cloth. If that 
voot hM cost you an average of forty cents a 
30und,Wen the reduction of the duty of twenty 
[•er cent., or one fiAh, is eight cents per pound, or 
forty cents on the wool of which it is composed, 
four cloth will be worth (with the duty on wool) 
ibout four dollars per yard. With the duty re- 
luced lo ten per cent., it would be worth three 
JoUars and sixty cents. Do gentlemen believe 
that with the additional advantage which that 
will give on this fine description of cloths that 
require the laisest amount of hand labor, that 
sannot be done by machinery at all* it will enable 
them to command the domestic market of the 



country, and exclude the importation of foreign 
cloths? And unless you can do that, the reduc- 
tion of the duty will not save you. 

But if gentlemen will unite the interests of agri- 
culture and commerce and manufactures alto- 
gether, and are ready to afford to each the ade- 
quate protection which their relative importaQoe 
requires, we will go with them for any additional 
increase of duties on manufactured woolen goods 
that will be necessary for the purpose of enabling 
them to protect themselves against foreign man- 
ufiicturers. Let them be placed on a firm basis, 
and be able to command the whole trade of the 
country. Let them be able toexdude tlie foreign 
article altogether, and I do not believe there will 
be any necessity for duty on wool. But that 
must be first established; and we cannot consent 
to be sacrificed while you are in the process of 
making experimentsae to whether you can main- 
tain yourselves or not. 

I know, Mr. ChMrmon* that the leading argu- 
ment in favor of proteetine manufacture is, that 
it builds up a consuming clasa for the agricultural 
productsof the country. Tfaat,in my judgment, 
18 the only argument that renders it woruiy of 
the consideration of Congress, or of the American 
people. I desire to have such a diversity in the 
pursuits of the people of this country, that each 
may consume the productions of the other, and 
thereby save the necessiUr of transport to distant 
countnes. But where the manufftcturers of the 
country choose to abandon their friends, when 
they choose to ally themselves with the free- trade 
party in this countrv, when they choose to turn 
round on those who nave heretofore sustained and 
supported them in imposing protective duties on 
manufactured goods, then it becomes our duty to 
look to number one. 

Now, what have you done? We are told that 
if you wilt only take the duty off wool — if yotl 
will build up the manufactures of New England — 
New England will consume a verylarge amount 
of the agricultural products of the Mississippi 
valley, and that thej will find there a steady and 
uniform market. It is only about two years, 
Mr. Chairman, since we negotiated a reciprocity 
treaty which enabled New England to import all 
her bread and meat from the British Provinces 
duty free, and last year you bought from there 
twenty million dollars' worth of imported prod- 
ucts. Yes, sir, you wantyour manufactures pro- 
tected — you want to abolish protection on the 
agricultural products of the country; and whej^ 
-we buUd up your manufactures you will not buy 
from us a bushel of wheat, a pound of meat or 
butter, or a bushel of potatoes, but you buy them 
alt from the British Provinces. We cannot com- 
pete with them. New England is situated on 
the Canada border. There is her water trans- 
portation on the AUantio coast, and by the way 
of Lake Champlain. The cost of transportation 
excludes us from the New England market. 
Canada can undersell na. This doctrine of free- 
trade is either right or wrong. On this, even my 
friend from South Carolina [Mr. Botcb] and i 
wilt agree. If it is not right when it is applied 
to the agricultural productions of the country, it 
is not right when it i»ftpplied to its manufhetures. 
If gentlemen who want wool for the purpose of 
manufacture are not willing to risk paying a cent 
a pound more for the purpose of promoting the 
production of domestic wool, then I am not will- 
ing to risk the payment of a sixpence a yard 
more on cloth for the purpose of getting domestic 
cloth . If you are not willing to afford that equal 
protection to all the interests of the country, 
which will build up a consuming population for 
the agricultural productions of the country, and 
you will send us abroad to Liverpool and all over 
Europe for the sale of our agrictiltural products, 
then there is another thing I am not willing to do: 
I am not willing to have discriminating duties 
against goods imported in foreign bottoms. Nor 
am I willing to par additional frekht on tiie trans- 
portation of gootis from New Orleans to New 
York, on account of the exclusion of foreign ves- 
sels from the coasting trade. I go for a system 
that will afford equal protection to all the inter- 
ests of tKe country; or I am willing to lake all 
duty off all manufactured goods, and repeal all 
laws which discriminate a^nst foreign vessels, 
or exclude them from the coutLng trade. Let as 



have on open field and a fair fight, or a general 
system of protection. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not alone, and wool is not 
the only interest that is sacrificed by this bill. 
Any gentleman-who will losk at this bill will see 
that hejf p, flax, linseed, and linseed oil, and all 
the agricultural productions of the counlry which 
the manufacturer reg^s as essential to aid him 
in the cheap production of his fabrics — all thess 
arc to be in the same category, and sugar is to go 
with the rest. Now, if f cannot have the inter- 
ests of my constituents protected, I am not in 
favor of protecting the inter^ts of the constituents 
of other gentlemen . 

There is another argument made use of in the 
paper published in the Intelligencer, which I have 
passed over, and which I may as well answer 
now. It is said that the farmers of this country 
have cheap land, and ought to tie able to compete 
with foreign agriculiunu products withoutapro- 
tective import duty. I want to call the attention 
of the committee to this for one moment. We 
imported during the last year 14,437,000 pounds 
of wool; less in amount than we have imported 
for several years. The average price was eleven 
and one third cents per pound. I do not think 
Ohio farmers can raise it at that price. The 
reason of the lowness of the price is apparent, 
Soutir America, of the 14,000,000" pounas, fur- 
nishes 5,000,000 pounds; and of this, the larger 
parteomesfrom Buenos Aires. In Buenos Ayres 
the land is not fenced. There is scarcely any 
value attached to it. They have no winters th^re, 
A single shepherd takes charge of three thousand 
sheep. There is no expense in producing wool 
beyond the expense ot^ shearing. Let me read 
from the London circular I have before alluded 
to, in order that we may Ke at what price this 
wool is quoted on the Ist of January, lo57; 
Bueno* .Syra, EMre, Atoi, i:e. 

Merino, wosbed SOiI. toQTd. — 40 to 50 cents. 

Mendgo, " I4d. to aarf— 28 to M " 

unwBBlied 8rf. to tU 16 to 3Q « 

Common, wtuhed Sd.to e<j— 16 to IB " 

" unwaxhod 4d, to 5d 8 lo 10 " 

Cordoua, waslicd lOd. to lid.— SO to SS " 

" uiiwaxbed SJ. to &<.— 10inl3 " 

^ere is this wool produced on the immense 
plains of South America with no labor, and at 
an expense only for shearing, that comes directly 
into competition with the wool produced in this 
'country. 

There is a great deal of humbug in the declar- 
ation that we cannot produce all kinds ofwAoI 
in this country. I am told that a manufacturer 
in Maine manufitrtured from IKIesian wool, pro- 
duced in that country, apiece of cloth which took 
the first prize at the World's Pair in London in 
1851. Tnat same kind of wool — precisely the 
same — is raised to-day in Ohio; and that some 
man has bought five thousand or six thousand 
pounds of it. The wool he bought, he says, will 
make as good cloth as that which was on exhibi- 
tion. It nss all the qualities requisite in the beat 
wool of any country. Our soil and climate are 
addpted to the Silesian sheep. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Will the gentleman 
state what henald for it i 

Mr. STANTON. One dollar and fifty centa 
per pound. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I think it was two 

dollars. > 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman, the highest- 
priced wool imported into this country, as shown 
by the last report on Commerce and Navigation, 
is Australian wool. There is not a very large 
amount of it, only 16,000 pounds, at a price of 
thirty-one cents per pound. There is no descrip- 
tion of wool which cannot bo produced in this 
country. If there were, I should have no objec-. 
tioa to liaving the duty taken off of th^t kind of 
wool, if we were not cheated when wc undertake 
to import it. I ascertain, by gentlemen who are 
engaged in the wool business, Uiat its importation 
has fKllen entirely into the bauds of foreigners, 
and that great frauds are perpetrated upon the 
custom-house, and that thirty per cent, upon fine 
cloth is not more thai) equal to fifteen per cent,, 
if paid in good faith. 

I have briefly gone over the ground upon which 
I resist anr interference with the duties tipon wool. 
I feel perfectly sure that for the next five rears, 
if you take the duty off of imiforted^pid^Jiilt^ 
Digitized by VjOOV IC 
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the American wool-growers will go through the 
nine crucible that the Eneliah wool-grower* 
went through from 1825 to 1830; and that a large 
amount of capiial will be destroyed. 

In connection with this same subject, it is said 
we can produce wool b« cheaply here aa any- 
wliere else. In the investigation uefore the com- 
mittee of the House of LoMs in 1828, the aub- 
jecfof the expense of raising wool, and why it 
WBl raised, was thoroughly gone into. I have 
taken some extracts .from the testimo-iy of wool- 
gi'oweis, which 1 will read. Lord Napieti in hii 
testimony, says: 

<* Be baa a (kna in Enrtck Foraat, Selkirk coantr, Som- 
Isnd' U wa did not raiM aheep upon it, it would become 
tbe babiiadoa of nilpe and fiixee, amf reiurn to waate. 
Hora tban oao balfofSooUsad la oecupled ta Cheviot and 
tlack-Aecd ibeep." 

Walter Frederick Campbell, member of the 
House of Commone from Aigyleriiira, teitifies 
that— 

" The wool raued la Aic^aiUrs ta Hack-lhoed wool, tbe 
cooiaeit ibat li Mid. 

" The land on which It It ralied la lit tbr nothlsg else. 
The elieep walk* would be lit for nothing elM but ■hooting 
and-deer-atalklnf. Many landlonU have givn a reduction 
<irtwentr-llvepercani>oa renta, on aceeunt of the falllag 
off In the, price or wool. " 

Every fanfter before that committee teftified 
that it was indispensable, without regard to the 
priceof wool, that there should be upon each farm 
a given number of aheep; that any other descrip- 
tion, of cultivation, witnout ahcep to manure the 
mrm, deterioratea the Quality of the land; that it 
goea down, and its proauctions are gradually and 
annually diminished. Hence they say they are 
compelled to keep sheep whether the wool bringa 
tbem any thing or not. Every one knowa, (who 
knows any thing about it,} that sheep are raised 
in England not mainly on account or the wool; 
and they do not produce much of the finer quali- 
ties of wool. Sheep are raised mostly for mut- 
ton. In proof of this, you find that the evidence 
before thia committee was, that the aheep were 
reeulariy killed when they are about two years 
old* and when the amount of meat could not be 
increaaed by keeping tbem loneer. They are not 
kept, as ihey are here, until tney are five or six 
years old. Mutton is a main article of food in 
-England — anarticleofuniversalconsamption. In 
our country we have somewhat of a prejodico 
•gainst mutton aa an article of food — at leastit is 
not extensively conaumed in tbe West— and 
sheep are raised principally for the wool. 

Tneae are tbe reasons wny the duty upon wool 
is necessary. If it is an interest worthy of pres- 
srration, it must not be disturbed; and if tbe 
manofactorers expect to stisi^n tbemaelTea, they 
luiTo got to stand side by aide with the wool- 

S rowing interest, and not insult us with the idea 
lat they are going to benefit us. Let us judge 
for ourselves what is for our welfare and interest. 
1 do not belong to that class of idolaters who 

Sropagate theJr faitli by fire and sword, and cn- 
eavor tosave men from eternal damnation against 
* their will. We want our wool protected, as it 
has been from 1816 down to the present time. 
The uniform policy of the country haa been, to 
make the dutieaalittle lower upon imported wool 
than upon manu&ctured woolena. We aak a 
continuance of the system and the policy which 
built up the manufacturing eslablishments of the 
Eaat; and if they choose to abandon us now, they 
must lake the consequences. For the purpose 
of ahowingthat I do not speak without authority 
when I say that protection to the wool-grower 
and the manuGkctunr haTO heretofore gono hand 
in hand, taabmit an abstract of tbs senral tariffs 
from 1834 to the present time; 

AinaiCA* TAaim ok wool amu weaus momt. 

On Una wool engoods 30 per eenL antO Jane 30, ISSSi 
afterwarilS'.'QM per cent. 

On ituirModi sad blanketsSS per eent. 

On woolWpw ceaLnutU June 3D, tSBS) attsrwardsBS 
percent. 

Og wool sot exeectf ng ID cents per pouad, U per eent. — 
£«e> UiiUi Stall, vol. 4, p. flS. 

Jet of Mas IB, 1898. 

On cloth not Icm than S4 per square jrard, 15 per cent, 
lilt June 31), 18^; and aarrwarda 50 per cent. 

On cloih Troni 63 ^ lo S4 por yard, 40 per cent, until 
JuM 30, leaO t afterwards 45 per rstil. 

On wn(4«a goods fmti 01 lo ^9 SO pet sqasie rard, sMl 



, (cJeemcrilo fcorecoit 93 50 HTifuare yard, 40 per cent Hll 
I June 30, 18S19; aflerwarda 45 percent. 

On woolen goods from 50 cents to 91, icAidtihiU he iaemtd 
I to Kav* eoH $1 per tquart yard, 40 p«r cent. tiDlil June 30, 
, 1899i and allerwards 45 per cent. 

' Un woolen goods nnt exceeding 50 cents, which shall be 
' deemed to have cost SO cents per square yard, 41) percent. 
, till June 30, laaS; and slterWirds 45 per cent. 
I On wool 4 cents per pound, and 40 per cent, odoaiorem 

in addition, until June 3b, 1S98 ; aHerwards S per eent. per 
' anano). In addition, until the whole ai Boiorem ahsU be SO 

percaaU— X«ia OMfsd atafas, vol. 4, p. 870l 

MqfMgli, I83B. 
On milled and Allied clodi itot eaceedtuSSeents.S per 
cent. On aUk and wonted 10 per eent On wonted jrani 
90 per eaut On woetai yam 4 cents per imnd, and 50 

Sr cent od eolonai, Oablanketa,carpeto,kc.jS9percenl. 
I BrassalB, Wilien, and three-pl/ ingrain, 63 cents per 
sguare rsrd- Other maauAeiores Of wool. 50 percent. 
Wool uuder 8 cents per pound, free I STrnanlntfl rants. 4 
ceau qiwtflc, aod 40 per ceat. adaoienak 

Jctff JfarcAS, IMS. 
All duties 00 hnporta exceeding 90 per cam. shsH W re- 
duced 10 per cent, perannumof the aiDeaa,imtllltamouaia 
te 90 per eent oaljr- 

^a/.«i«iii(30,184t. 
Oa llM woolena, 40 per cent. 
On One oarpata. aO per cent. 
On blankets, 15 and 25 percent. 
On all other woolen goods, 30 per eeak 
On woolen y^m, h.e., 90 per cent. 
On flaiinels, 35 per cent. 

Un camlets and odier maauhcwras of goat's hair or no- 
hair, 30 percent. 

On wool not excending 7 cents per poand, S pw cent. 

AUomerinuBannaictaredwDol,3eaBtaparpoand,SBd30 
par eent ad wtoma. 

.«cte/ At^30,18l8. 
Alt woolen goods not otherwtoa provided fcr.SD percent. 
Bsises, boefclngs. flsniiels, and floor eloih8,SS per eent. 
BIsnkaU oTall kinds, 90 per cent. 
Wool tuunanubeturedjSU per cent. 



TBE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HON. JOHN LETCHER, 

OF VIRGINIA, 
Ix m HorsB or RspaBiXNTATiTiSi 
mruary 5, 1857. 
The House being In tbe Committee of tbe Wbirie on tbe 
state of the Union, and having under eonst d efaiie n tbe bill 
(H.B.1VO.S38) lotodaeethodai]ronbipani,aad<brodter 
pnrpos es 

Mr. LETCHER said: 

Mr. CHAiaMAir; The question of a revision of 
the tariff is always ae|aestion of importance, and 
Vne eminently deservine, at the bands of the legis- 
lators of the nation, calni consideration and dia- 

Eaasionateexamination. Whenever thia question 
aa come before the National Legislature, it has 
created a severe struggle and consequent excite- 
ment, growing out of the fact that the interests 
of smaller classea in the community were arrayed 
againat the intereats of others, who constitute 
a majority of the people of the United States. 
That contest has been ioiightouton various occa- 
sions in our history. Sometimes victory htm 
perched on the banner of one party, sometimes 
on the banneroftheother. Andyet, wheneverthe 
time came for a readjustment of the question , each 
party came into the field with aa strong a determ- 
ination to contest every inch of ground, as if it 
had never been driven iVom its position in a pre- 
vious struggle. Such has been tbe result in the 
past. Such, I imagine, ia to be the reault in the 
present struggle, from some of the indications 
that have already shown tliemselvea. 

In the discussion of this question on the present 
occasion , I shall endeavor to do Jnetice to all sec- 
tions of ray country, and aH classea of her people. 
I shall not Seek to array here one aection of the 
country or one clasa of the people againat another. 
I shall endeavor, ao far aa it la possible, to bring 
parties tt^ther ao that we may arrive at some 
satisfactory conclusion in regard to this important 
question. I aball labor to accompliah a great 
practical result which now claima consideration 
at our bonds. I allude to the present condition 
of the Treasury of the Unitedj^tatea, and the best 
means of depleting it without wastefulness, and 
without deranging the finances of the country. 

The tariff of 1846, which it was predicted, at 
tbe time of iu passage, would not produce a 
sufiicient amount of revenue for the purposes of 
the Government economically administered, has 
more than realized the expsctatiooa of its author 



and friends, as to the amount of revenue that 
would be collected under its operation. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasnry infbrms us in his last 
annual report, that the surplus in the Treasury 
will be, on the 30th of Ju. e, 1857, as estimated 
by him, 123,345,323 81. He reports furUier, that, 
according to his estimate, the surplus in the 
Treasury, on the 30th of June, 1856, will amount 
to the sum of $43,995,710 691 Are nctf facts like 
these calculated to make an impression on the 
public mind of the country, and to admonish all 
thinking and reflecting men that a financial storm 
ia gathering over the land which may involve 
thousands m ruin before even tha|flj|Ui day of 
June, 1857, arrives, if some decid^^Hisure ba 
not adopted to reduce the revenue, to deplete the 
Treasury, and to restore to the business of tha 
country that apecie which is now locked up in the 
Government vaults and withdrawn from circula- 
tion > If this surplus shall continue to accuma- 
late, what, I oak, are to be the effects, when it 
shall reach the enormous amount of U4,000,000, 
in June, 1858.' 

I call the attention of the House to this matter 
now, aadV appeal to each aod all on this floor to 
save this country from a commercial revulsion — 
such as has never been known in oar history oo 
any previous occasion— a revulsion compared to 
which the revulsion of 1836 wasa small and unim- 
portant affair, for since the revninon of that period 
our area has extended; our interests have multi- 
plied ;our business relations havegreatly increased 
m magnitude and importance; and tbereauli of a 
financial crisis, therefore, must be mora serious 
and alarming. I appeal to all to go with me for 
tbe adoption of some measure which will reduce 
the revenue and which will reserve to the people 
the right of retaining in their own hands the pro- 
ceeds of their labor. The Oovemment does not 
require for its use these large contributions, and 
there is no necessity for abstracting so great an 
amount from the pockeU of the people and with- 
drawing it from circulation. 

Let us look at the effect this large surplus ia 
the Treasury is producing throughout the Sutes. 
Various schemes of internal improvement have 
been fostered by the Legislatures of the thirty- 
one States of this Union, and many of these Legis- 
latures have loaned to thoseinternal improvemAit 
companies the credit of the State in the shape of 
bonds, to enable them to realize means for the 
purpose of prosecuting their works. What ia the 
value of these bonds in the market now ? What 
is the value of the bonds of the beat and moat sol- 
vent of the Statea i I think I may safely say, from 
my own observation, that there ia not one State 
in the Union, which has ao' toaned its credit to 
improvement companies, that is now receiving 
the par value of its bonds tn the market. Why 
is this? A short time ago, when there was no 
surplus in the Treasury, we know that these 
bonds would command their par value, and were 
eagerly sought after and promptly purchased. We 
found that money matters were at that time easy 
throughout the country; that you could borrow 
money readily in almost all places; that the Innks 
flouriahed, and were able to accommodate their 
friends. But'since this accumulation IntheTr^s- 
ury, and the consequent withdrawal of speeia 
from circulation, we find the banks themselves so 
embarrassed that, even in (he State which I hare 
the honor in port to represent here, they prefer 
making theif discounts to those who will agree to 
pay in some oneof the cities of Oiltimore, Philadel- 
phia, and New York,inordertoproteetthem8elve3 
fromanticipated'dangersandwell-groundedaDpie- 
hension of serious difficulties in monetary affairs. 
This provident care on the part of the banks 
should admonish the people that the storm is im- 
pending, and prepare them towithstanMu fiiry. 

I say that these focta show that there is sn 
unhealthy condition in the monetary affairs of the 
country, which we, the Representatives of the 
people, ought to aeek in aome way to correct and 
relieve. Is there any better mode that can sug- 
gest itself to the mind of any man amongst us, 
than to deplete the Treasury; to collect no more 
from the people than is absolutely neeesaary to 
enable the Government to carry on its operattoos 
on an economical scale ? A wise and a great mso. 
has said, with force and truth: 
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heinany,orinalberwordi,10^^iHMMtoRll. TUala&U 
hnt itvet H dMira] by the mmj, or could am be for their 
viii-iit. JutliMia tbe en^rlgMMW e^aet of «U legitimate 

(0 vera men ts." 

Are you legislating for **the benefit of the 
naiiy '* adoptin? the bill of the majority of 
he Committee of Ways and Meam? Are you 
ioino; "justiee to allf" Are you securing the 
• righteous objecf'bf" legitimate Government?" 
The preset tariff abstracts from the pockets of 
he agriculturists, the laborers, the mechanics, tbe 
irtisanSi and other* who make up society, what 
be Government does not need to defray its ex- 
leneea: it withdraws that money from circula- 
ion ; it denies to them the right to use it for their 
twn profit, and for the increase of Uieir own 
rorldly estate, and this for no needful govern- 
nental purpose. Whenever a Oovemment goes 
wyond the point necessary to meet its wants on 
kD economical scale, it becomes uiyust and op- 
>res8ive to the people; and the sooner yoa Btl 
ibout to correct the evil the sooner you wilt re- 
itorc the Ooveniment to its original pnnciples, and 
;o the great end which it was designed to secure, 
rustice is the only righteous object of all legiti- 
nate government. Ideaire to see this righteous 
object carried out by protecting every man in this 
iroad land in the enjoyment of the avails of his 
abor, and relieving him from every burden which 
nay be unnecessarily imposed apon him. 

I lay down the proposition that at) tarifih, ar- 

■anged for the purpose of proteeHiV 'l"'"'*'^'"'*^ 
tftuturea, do, in fact, take from one man or class 
if men in the community the proceeds of his or 
iheir lBbor,and apply those proceeds to the benefit 
>f other parties without compensation to the party 
whose property is thus taken from him by gov- 
tmmental power. I maintain that this proposi- 
tion is incontrovertible. I maintain, furtner, that 
while this Oovemment baa the right to arrange 
its scale of duties, for the purpose of supplying 
its Treasury with so much as may be necessary 
to carry on its operations ecoDomically, it has no 
right, in laying those duties, to look to any other 
object than the acquisition of needful revenuei 
that whenever it unaertakes to lay them, not with 
an eye to revenue, but with an eye to protecting 
any one elass of the community, either manufac- 
turers or other*, it does so in violation of its obli- 
gation to the many; it robs the majority for the 
purpose of placing money in the pockets of the 
minorilyi therefore it is not in consonance with 
the spirit or with the terms of the Conslitution , 
but IB utterly subversive of every principle of 
justice and fairness in legislation. Equality is 
the great principle with us; and in disposing of 
the burdens of tbe Government, these bunlene 
should be so distributed that they may fall aa 
nearly equal as possible on all elas-«s of the com- 
munity, and DQ all the interests of tbe commu- 
nity. 

A wise, a good, and a great statesman of my 
own beloved Commonwealth, who filled various 
important positions within the giA of her people, 
as Governor, Senator in 'Congreaa, member of 
this House, and others of less importanee, and 
ably and faithfully discharged the duties of all— 
I allude to Governor Giles — laid down these doc- 
trines in regard to Government, iu powers, and 
its duties. 1 ask for them the attenlion of the 
committee: 

" It •hould never be (brfotten that goverameat itself ie 
tn evil, bBttoaeeitalnexient a nwMurvone. Beyond 
Ihtt necetMiT extant every movement of the GovemmeDt 
li fu derogstion of common ligbc, and tkeconea ■ cooimon 
eurw tu the peo|de. Every enactment is in derogation of 
cummnn rlglit; and every enactmentbeyoad the neeenary 
llniti of governmental powsts It aa aet of despotism. It 
b > iMUrpatioa of die riibls oT tbe peop4e.>> 

Again, Mr. Otln says, speaking of the rights 
surrendered and the righta retained by him when 
man in his individual character went into a state 
of government: 

" Whence, then, tbederivadon of the governmental right 
to take from one manUienirplnaof the proceed* of hii own 
lalwr and five it to another, neither rendering pabtic ler- 
viee,and both being equally entitled to the protection of the 
GoTemment in the enjoyment of all (belr individual righu ? 
No legitimate OoTemment,i>tUlleeilbeGoven)ment of tbe 
Voited eiatea, belag a Government of dwrtered, limited 
powei^, has may ri^t wfaatever to intermeddle with tbe 
■urpluR proceeds of man 'e labor o/IeryivinxtAepuUtc (on- 
tribatintu; and any eucroaebment upon thianacred guaran- 
tee to the individual by Government ii a palpnUe and un- 
JuHiBabie luHrpaiioB. Bat the rtpaaloas hand of Govem- 
mnt, •Mini power sad AN|etllac has at all tiraaa 



■etzed iqion tbto mirplna of the proceeds of labor fbr the se- 
compliabmcnt of ha cspricioos, pro9igaie, and miectuerou 
■cbemea.'' 

1 subscribe, cordially subscribe, to these doc- 
trines of Governor Giles, and I regard it as very 
important that they should be borne in mind in 
the consideration and adjnatmerit of ^ia measure. 
We all well remember the effects which were pro- 
duced by the enactment of the tariff of 1^. It 
was followed by fierce sectional strife which threat- 
ened, at one period of its existence, a collision 
between the Federal Governmentand the State of 
South Carolina. Never have I witnessed such ex- 
citement as existed at that time in all sections of 
the Union; and I but speak whatall feci and^now 
when I say, if a blow had been struck, the bond 
of affection that unites these States, would have 
been severed , and severed forever. Every patriot 
throughout the land dspracated the then existing 
state of things. 

1 do not desire to see such a result brought 
about by the action of this House now. In the 
adjustment of the tariff, by which the revenue is 
to be collected to support this Gkivernment, I 
trust our action no'W will be marked by prudence, 
a sense of justice, and a due regard for the rights, 
interests, and prejudices even, of all sections. I 
desire to see it adjusted, and its details arranged 
and settled, on some fair principle, which will 
enable Representatives and Senators from 
North and the South (while neither section ^ay 
get all it demands) to return to their constituenu, 
and satisfy them that the measure is just and 
equal in its operation. If we thus act, a juatand 
generous constituency will not only approve and 
abide by th?^ measure that we may adopt, but 
they will hail the spirit which actuates us aa an 
omen of fViture peace to the country. I desire 
to see nothing more of those sectional disputes 
which have cast a eloom over our landr-and di- 
vided our people. Idesire to see the kind feelings 
of early and better days restored to our^country 
and our coundb. The affections of the peopfe 
is the only safe and secure foundation on which 
this Government can rest. Withdraw them from 
its support, and its days are numbered. Let us 
cease our wrangles, terminate our hostile opposi- 
tion, and no longer waste our strength in a war 
from which we can reap only "a harvest of woe." 

I imagine then, you will agree with me that 
the farmer, the planter, the day-laborer, every 
class in society represented in the professions and 
otherwise, and the_ mechanical interests, all — all 
are interested in a reduction of tbe revenue to tbe 
standard of the Oovemment*a wants on an eco- 
nomical scale; and that the only interest opposed 
to a reduction of revenue will come from the 
owners of the manufacturing establishments and 
stocks, who have been growing fat upon protec- 
tion. Are there notejiough here representing all 
these various interests that 1 have enumerated, 
who are ready to agree upon some measure which 
promises to settle this question upon a Ihir and 
just basis, that the country will recognize and 
approve ? We must settle this question ; we must 
preserve the people from tbe evils of .this surplus 
in the Treasury; and having settled it, and saved 
tbem, it will perhaps not M disturbed for years 
to come. 

But suppose you come to a determination to 
adopt some bill that will be acceptable to the man- 
u&ctuting interests to one section of the country, 
while it is obnoxious and unacceptable to the other 
section* or to other interests: the question will 
not be settled. Ton cannot expect acquiescence; 
and you must return, at the next session of Con- 
gress, prepared to hare the question reopened, and 
to renew the war. You will have this subject 
kept before Congress and the country, as a bone 
of contention, probably for years to come. You 
will open again the fountain of bitter waters. 

In 1846 t£e question was settled by the adoption 
of the existing tariff. So far as my observation 
has extended, the principle on which that tariff 
rests^as met with a very general concurrence in 
the public mind throughout the country — north 
and south, east and west. If, then, we nave this 
point to start from — if the principle on which the 
question was then adjusted is accepuble, and we 
ar^ now called on, as we are, to revise the meas- 
ure , is there any other safer or surer plan to meet 
with public approbation, and to command pop- 



ular fsvor in behay of our scheme, than to start 
at that point, and make a uniform reduction, as 
far as may be necessary to meet Government 
wants, on the various scnedules then recognized 
as the proper basis for the adjustment of tlie con- 
trove ray? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Let me 
ask the gentleman a question. I understand bim 
to say that he is in favor of a reducdon of duty 
on imports on the schedules of the tariff of 1646 
in order to diminish the revenue of the Govern- 
ment. Now is not tbe gentleman aware that a 
further reduction would increase the revenue on 
the principle that the law of 1846 increased tbs 
revenue largely compared with that collected 
under the tariff of 1842? 

Mr. LETCHER. _ I do not know a great deat 
about it; and aa my friend from Pennsylvania and 
the Secretary of the Treasury are traveling on the 
same line, I will answer him through the Secra> 
tary. The Secretary of the Treasury^ in hi* 
report#f 1854~55, undertook to ascertain what 
would be the reduction of duties under the op- 
eration of a bill somewhat similar to the one I 
now offer, and which' was then presented by my 
friend from Alabama, [Mr. Horsrotf ,] the reduc- 
tion under the existing tariff, and the reduction 
under his own projet. Under the bill of my 
friend from Alabama, the revenue would be, on 
an average for six years, (30,^3,311 75, and 
#43,757,081 16 fo>the next preceding year; under 
Uie existing tariff it'wculd be, on an average for 
six years, 140,907,718 39, and for the preceding 
year, (58,073,390 S6; and under the Secretary^ 
prtjet it would be, on nn average for six years, 
|33,643,0I8 93, and for the preceding year, 
147,709,330 51. As my friend is traveling on 
that line, 'and as he and the Secretary of tha 
Treasury concur in their views as embodied in 
the bill of the majority of the committee to a very 
great extent, I apprehend he will regard this an» 
swer a entirely satisfactory, and as a conclusivs 
demonstration, with his faith in that officer,tbat 
tho bill of the minority will bring about such a 
reduction in the revenue as he anticipates. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I will 
not interrupt the gentleman further. 1 will merely 
hope the gentleman will not quarrel with his own 
Secretary of the Treasury. 1 do not agree with 
the Secretary. 

Mr. LETCHER. As one good turn deserve^ 
another, I would commend my friend from Penn- 
sylvania to his broiberfromObio, [Mr. Stia-tok,] 
who has just addressed tho committee on this 
subject. 

But, Mr. Chairman, so fhr as that is concerned, 
if my friend from Pennsylrania shall find that 
Uie bill of the minority will not reduce the reve- 
nue low enough, after the experiment has been 
made, I will give him btfnd and security that, if 
I am here, I will try to reduce it still lowsr uaiil 
it shall reach the revenue standard. 

I come now to the consideration of the bill re- 

rorted by the mE^ority of tbe committee; and, sir, 
concur entirely witn my friend from Ohio [Mr. 
St&htoh] in the remark he made in the prt^reu 
of his speech* that it was, as reported, a thorough 
mann&cui rer's bill— that itis,considering the time 
at which it is introduced, the circumstances of the 
country now, the progress of public opinion in 
regard to tbe question of free trade — tnat it is, 
under all those circumstances, a bill more emi- 
nently protective, at this day, than the bill of 
1^— which was characterized as "the bill 9f 
abominations*'— was at the time of its adoption. 
I do not undertake to say that the rate per cent, 
of duties in many instances is as hign; but I 
speak of it in relation to the public sentiment 
of the country at this day, as compared with tba 
public sentiment of the nation at the time of the 
passage of Uie bill of 1828, and also as to the 
prices of 19W material and manufhctured articles . 
then and now. I speak of it in that connection 
and in that view of it, as a measure as strongly 
protective now as the tariff of 18S8 was at that 
time'. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire t^ in- 
quire of the gentleman from Virgioui whether the 
tariff of 1846 did not recognize, in its details, 
the principle of protection ? and whether ho has 
any scheme now to prepoee^ to tbe committee 
which doM not leeogniM theAanta.tkiBcr^ fcsA 
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appreciate the position taken by the gendeman 
from Mississippi and the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who proposed a horizontal acaie to 
bring ererylhing up or dovn to that particular 
scale; but I cannot Me the force of the argoment 
of those gentlemen in farorof the sjrstcm of free 
trade, who have advocated, and still advocate, 
measures which discriminate for protection. 

Mr.LETCHER. My friend might have oaved 
himself all trouble; fbr it will readily oecurto him 
that, in the adjustment of the tariff for raising the 
nquisite amount of revenue, it is utterly impos* 
sible so to arrange it as to avoid incidental pro- 
tection. But, as I understand my fHend from 
Ohio, he is for such a measure as will give full 
protection to domestic manufkcturea. This is the 
important consideration with him. Protection is 
the principle, revenue the incident, in his theory. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I believe we have 
the constitutional power to pass a bill for the 
purpose of protection aloue. But 1 propose noth- 
ing of the Kind. I agree with my colleague on 
the committee, that it is imnortantihat we should 
deplete the Treasury, and do it speedily; and in 
doing that, I desire simply to discriminate for the 
purpose of protecting all the industrial branches 
of yiis country, and not to discriminate, as the 
gentleman has proposed, and as theiariff of 1846 
has done, unjustly, and in a manner oppressive 
to the great interests of this CQjintry. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall endeavor, before I get 
through, to demonstrate tbat the gentleman from 
Ohio IS for protecting the manu&etunrs.and not 
the farmers, mechanics, and laborers. Under his 
bill the benefits go to the manufacturers — the bur- 
dens fall on the consumers, in the first place, I 
find that the scbcdule of one hundred ^cr cent, in 
the tariffof 1846, which iipplics to brandy, distilled 
spirits, &c., is reduced fifty per cent, in his pres- 
ent bill. I always supposed that the doctrine of 
the school of politicians to which the gentleman 
from Ohio belongs, was, that luxuries should be 
made, toa certain extent,to bear the burdens of the 
Government. But it seems that he is willing to 
moke a reduction of fifty per cent, upon liquors, 
cordials, and other luxuries of that character, 
while articles of prime necessity remain at the 
present rate of duty, t cannot account for this, 
unless it be that mv friend from Ohio was con- 
sulting bis taste and my own at the time this re- 
duction was proposed. [Laughter.] 

Mr.CAMFBELL,of(Miio. I wascertainly con- 
sulting the taste of the eehtleman from Virginia, 
as weQ as my own. I oecome satisfied that the 
efiect of the tariff of 1846 was to bring into this 
country medicateddruggedaDthtdulteratedspirits, 
w&ich weroproduetiveofgreateTits. Isoppoaed, 
inasmuch as my colleague was anxious to reduce 
the revenue, if nc could have a purer and better 
article — one more palatable to his taste — and ac- 
complish at the same time the object he had in 
riew, he would unite with me. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LETCHES. I am much gratiSed to find 
thai my fViend was so very considerate; but still 
I think he will ascertain, about the time we get 
to the country, if his bill shall become a law, 
that tbe people will have something to say about 
thisquestion of taste, and wiil demand tbe reasons 
whidi justify so ]ai;ge a reduction of the duties 
upon liquors, while iron and the manufhctures 
ofiron are untouched. So far aS^dulterated and 
drugged liquor is concerned, my observation is 
that the dealers import a good ar^cle, which is 
drugged and iidulterated alter it gets here. The 
venders of liquors, Ukeall other dasses of traders, 
desire to make as large profits as possible; and 
they have found by experience that adulteration 
adds largely to their profits. Such has been the 
past coume of many of these liquor dealers, and 
such it will be in future. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Viiginia, I will tell 
him how I am informed they mamiftcture brandy 
here. A man goes to France and buys fine brandy, 
has it put up at a sort of mock auction, bids it 
off at a low price, brings it here at tbat inTOicCt 
and pays duty only upon that invoice. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 have no doubt my friend 
from Tennessee has looked into all these matters, 
{laughter,] and I am obliged to him for the sug- 
gestion he has made. 

Mr. EUSTIS. 1 iwnild adc my friend from 



Virginia whether the duty of one hundred per 
cent, upon brandy has aot been the greatest in- 
ducement to the manufiu^ture of false brandy in 
the United States? 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not know. 1 get good 
brandy when I desire it, bu( it costs a pretty 
strong price. 

The next schedule is B, at thirty per cent. It 
contains the articles which are embraced in the 
thirty per cent, schedule of the tariff of 1846, 
with a transfer to it of some of the articles from 
the higher schedule of forty per cent. I do not 
think there has been any transfer from schedules 
lower than thirty per cent, up to that rate of duty . 
The articles transferred from the forty to the 
thirty per cent, schedule are: 

" Alabaster and ipnr ornaments ; anchovici, sardinea, 
anil all other 6gb pru«cnrad In oil; t^omllu, aweeuncau, or 
fruitH prcMrved In >ugar, brandy, or molaiweB ; conipofiition 
tops Tor inble* or ottier articles of nimilure ; nanulkcturM, 
articles, veMCli, sud warn, orclasa, or of whicli slasa shall 
be a componcntmaterial,notoUi«rwi«e provided tor ; man- 
uiitcturea or wood, or of which wood is a component pari, 
not otherwise provided fbr; prepared vefctables, roests, 
poultry sod same, sealed or inclihwd in cans or otherwise; 
segars, snitfls, paper senars, and all other monuftcture* of 
tobacco; and wines; Burnutdy, Ctaampaine, Claret, Ha- 
dalia, fan, Staeny, and M other wlaei, and isiltuioai of 
wines." 

Nearly all these articles enumerated are known 
as luxuries, and have been reduced twenty-five 
I*r cent, by their tranafet' from the forty to the 
thirty per cent, schedule. Let the committee bear 
this fact in mind, as we proceed with the exam- 
ination of the bill of the majority. 

My friend &om Ohio [Mr. Campbell] says 
that in the preparation of this bill he has been 
looking to all the great interests of the country; 
that he has been looking to the agricultural inter- 
ests, to the ma'Dufacturing interests, and to all the 
important interests of thislagd. We have no ar- 
ticle in this whole country that is in more general 
use, or which enters more laigely into the con- 
sumption of the people of all classes, than iron, 
and the manufactures ofiron; and yet my friend 
from Ohio does not propose to make any change 
in the duty now imposed on the article of iron, 
of any character or description whatsoever, for 
the relief of the farmer, or the mechanic, or the 
laborer. 

But, how is it in regard to another article? 
Take, for example, the item of hemp, which, 
under the bill, is reduced from thiiiv to ten per 
cent. This is a production of the Weal, and has 
as strong a claim to protection as even the article 
ofiron. Why is it struck down to ten per cent.? 
If the great object is to protect all the interests, 
eqwM^ and/mrly, of this land, why is it, that so 
far as iron is concerned , there is not some reduc- 
tion made in that particular article ? Why is it, 
that the gentleman from Ohio ii^ for striking down 
sugar also to ten per cent., an article produced 
exclusively in the South, while, at the same time, 
he is for retaining the duty on>iron, which is pro- 
duced almost exclusively in the middle and north- 
ern States? Why this invidious discriminaUon 
in duties imposed on leading articles chiefly pro- 
duced in different sections of the nation ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would simply 
say very briefly — for I do not want to take up 
the time of the nntleman — that under the laiiff 
of 1646, the production of sugar has proved to be 
toully inadequate to the wants of the country. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If «ie gentleman fVom Ohio 
had taken as much pains to acquire information 
on tiiia subject as one in his position should, he 
probably would not have shown himself, as he 
will prove to be, so ignorant.* 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I make no point 
with the gentleman from Louisiana as to intelli- 
gence. I will simply say that the figures show, 
Qiat in that great article of universal necessity 
the people of Uie country have been compelled to 
pay a tax of nearly seven minion d^lars within 
the lostyear. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I trust, that before the dis- 
cussion closes Ishall have an opportunity to show 
what the gentleman's pdioy island lo expose his 
Acts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. When the gen- 
deman makes his showing, I may reply; and I 
trust in a more courteous spirit than he has^is- 
played. 

Mr. LGl'CHER. The production of sugar is 



like everything else, subject to fluctuation from 
one cause or another. I doubt not, from my ob- 
servation and reading, that there have been fiue- 
tuations which have operated upon the sufar crop 
of the southern portion of the Union, and whicb 
have, perhaps, for the lost year or two, somewhat 
reduced the quantity as compared with the pro- 
duct of previous vears. 

But how does the aivument of my A-iend from 
Ohio [Mr. CauFBSLLj work ? He says he will 
not protect sugar beeauae there is not enough of 
it produced in the South for the consumption of 
the country^ ahd yet he will protect the manu- 
factures of woolen goods and ofiron, while there 
is not enough of them produced here for the con- 
sumption of the country, and while the importa- 
tions are lar^ for the purpose of supplying that 
deficiency. Now, is that exactly a fair opt;ra- 
tion ? Is it doing equal and exact justice to all? 
Is it piscine the great interests of the country, 
North and South, on an equal and fair footin?? 
If any one interest in this land is to be judged of 
by the vicissitudes which have attended it — if the 
production of five years ago — a year of very great 
prosperity — is to oe taken as a test on wlueh a 
nitore estimate is to be based, may it not operatr, 
according to his theory, in the most monstrong 
injustice to tliat particular interest? If, in con- 
sequence of a baa season or any other casualty, 
the quantity produced should be diminished in any 
one year eiher that time, would he undertake to 
strikeitdownon thatoccount? Yetthis — accord- 
ing to the argument of my friend from Ohio— is 
the reason asaigiied for striking at sugar. 

But how is it in regard to hemp? Has the pro- 
duction of hemp diminished? I have not exam- 
ined the statisbcs, but, if I am correctly advised, 
the production of hemp is steadily inereasiag. 
If ^is be so, how is my Mtad to reconcile his 
argument in regard to sugar? He strikes down 
the duty on sugar from thirty to ten per cent., 
because the quantity which is produced in the 
United States is diroinisbing; and at the same 
time strikes down hemp, which is tncreaaing. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, Ithinkmy fnend 
from Virginia is mistaken. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think you wilt find it to 
be as X have stated it. If the fact, that we do not 
produce all the stigar we consume, justifies so 
great a reduction or the duty on that article, why 
IS it that iron, and the manufactures of iron , and 
the manufactures of wool, tbe productions of 
which fall short of the wants of the country, are 
exempted from a like reduction? The following 
table', which I have had prepared by the Regismr 
of the Treasury, can be relied upon for ita accu- 
racy; and it demonstrates eleariy and satisfac- 
tonl y that neither one of these articles is produced 
in sufficient quantities in our country to supply 
our wants, and hence the lai^ and constaniljr 
increasing importations of each and all of them: 

[Stt t^le at the foot of next column, p. 191.] 

This table shows that iron imports increased 
from 16,750,000 in 1847 to ft30,000,000 in 1650- 
wool from |556,000in 184rto ttl,G65,000in 185&- 
manufactures of wool from 411,000,00 in 1847 to 
133,000,000 in 1856— and sugar ftom |9,8TT,00i> 
in 1847 to 133,538,000 in 1656; thus showing a 
leas increase on sugarthanou iron,and the man- 
ufitetures of iron or wool and ths manu&etures 
of wool. This great fact should be kept in mind. 

This table further shows^bat the importations 
ofiron, manafacturcs ofiron, and iron and steel, 
and cast, shear,German and other steel, amounted 
for the year 1856 to the sum of |24,580,363: and 
the importations of sugars for the same year 
amounted to the sum or|33,S38,653; and the im- 
portations of tbe manufactures of wool for the 
same year amounted to the sum of $31,961,733. 
Every argument, therefore, wbidi my friend from 
Ohio liaa adduced to justif;^ the reduction he pro- 
poses on sugpr, applies with equal force to iron 
and the manufactures of iron, and the manufiic- 
tures of wool. 

_ All these articles enterla^ly into the consump- 
tion of the country — all add greatly to our com- 
fort and convenience. Sugar may be dispensed 
with , but iron and the manufactures of iron , and 
the manufiictures of wool, are indispensably re- 
quisite for the support of the people, and for their 
protection against the rigors of the climate. The 
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day laborer, all claases in the community, find 
these last-named articles indispensable to indi- 
vidual and national prosperity. They may (with 
aome inconvenience to be sure) dispense with 
■ugBT and its manufactures. 

Now, how is it in regard to other items? Take 
the item of steel — another article of prime neces- 
sity. Undertbetariffof I846certajndescnptionB 
if that arttole were admitted at twenty per cent., 
while some of the manu&etares of steel were ad- 
niued ax fifteen per cent. How does my friend 
rom Ohio proTide for these articles? He transfers 
he fifteen per cent, articles to the twenty per 
»nt. schedule — thuflimpOBingaheavierduty than 
hey bear under the tariff of 1846. 

Can it be properly insisted upon, that a bill 
vhich takes articles flrom a higher sohedale, (and 
trttcles of luxury too,) and runs them down to a 
.oyer schedule, and which again takes articles 
;oing into the every-day consumption of the 
wuntry,and runs themupintoafaignerselusdule, 
>peratea fairly and justly on all the interests of 
.he country ? It cannot ne. This shifUng> pro- 
seas looks more to protection for the privileged 
:lasB than to revenue for the Government, 

I propose now to look at another article, Uie 
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article of wool, which is reduced from thirty 
per cent, to ten per cent, by the bill of the ma- 
jority. I do not object to tne reduction of wool 
per u, but I do object to a reduction on wool, 
while the mannfhcturea of wool remain unre- 
duced. I am aware that some of those who are 
engaged in the woolen manufacture insist that 
my bill, which reduces the duty from Uiirty to 
twenty-four p^r cent., will seriously injure this 
branch of industry. While msny of them say, 
that the manufactures of woolens must go down 
under a duty of twenty-four per cent., others, ex- 
perienced and skilled in the business, entertain a 
different opinion. Mr. Caleb Jones, who has had 
twenty years' experience as a woolen manufac- 
turer, and whom I know to be a man of intelli- 
gence and integrity, in a letter addressed to the 
present Secretary of the Treasury, in response 
tohiscircularof 1853, thus speaks on this subject: 

"Tbey [ihe manathcturen] willdoubtleramBkeaBtrong 
efibrt to prevent tbe duties ftom Muk reduced upon tlie 
manuftacturod ontcle daring tbe neit CoDgrcss, andthe old 
and ally srgumentB that protecdOD to the laborer is abao- 
lutely necessary, In order to compete with foreign matiu- 
netures, wiJl be used with no little effect. Now, [ asaert, 
and chulenge contradiction, that the labor on a j'ard of^ 
coninion broadcloth, upon raoit of the caseim^rea, nnon all 
Sanneta, blankela, and coarse clDihs, is really leai in CAti 
eounlry ihao in Europe, whEIe otthe same Uino the laborer 
receiver more per vietk in this country than in Europe, the 
difference being In the superiority of the machinery used 
here. I believe that a duty of Bt^en percent, ou nuuui- 
Hiciured articles generaltjf, together witli the enw ofW- 
portaticms, will be more than uic amount paid for the labor 
on a corresponding article iftanu&ctured here. Let me Illus- 
trate, by the rollowing ezoinple, what I Intend to convey : 
The costofabundred yard! of common flonnelln England 

would be— say at twenty centi per yaid aao 

Duly ai fifteen per cent 3 

Ghargei, fiommlsaiana, fce., aot lew than filteea per 

cent 3 

Total cost ofahundred yards in NewTork ^ 

" Thus you win perceive that the duty and charges amount 
to tlx cents per yard. Now Jet me assure yon that the labor 
on a. corresponding article of flannel in this country would 
be, ftom the imoI in t/ie bag to the flanntl in the iaU, not 
over tkre» cents per ^ard, so that an En^iah mannftcuiTer 
would pay as much la duties alone as the American manu- 
racturer pays tor the labor upon such arUeles ; and I betUv 
thai the above will bold good upon all cottons made here 
and I know it will upon all woolen goods. What, then 



would be.abtemoreli]Uy togive you my entire view*. I four 
you will have some trouble on the subject oT revenue if you 
should abolish the dutlefe upon the raw materials without 
exception. I dmily believe that If wool wera 00 the ft«e 
list, there would be very few fhrelgn cloths isiportod, and 
the revenne now obtained upon woolen goods wogld all, 
or very nearly all, be lost The duty upon wool should not 
exceed ten per cent, nor should the sams be hitler on 
woolen goods." 

Sach is the view which Mr. Jones presents, 
and I ^ve it, that it may be weighed in connec- 
tion with the views entertained by others of equal 
experience, intelligence, and int^rity. 

1 accidentally observed ina paper thisiiioming 
a summary of the provisions of we varioas tariff 
laws, containing statements of the amount of duty 
which has been assessed on the article of wool 
under each law from the foundation of the Oov- 
emment to the present time. The information 
contained in the artide is instructive and inter- 
esting. I have not had the time to make an ex- 
amination of the various laws referred to, to test 
iuf accuracy, but J imagine it will be fbtud very 
nearly, if not altogether, correct: 

Ttoi^AiNet ontoqwrM Waolfnm ITBI. 

Janusty, 11S9, 10 April, 1810— 'ftefi. 

ApiU, 1818, 10 Hoy, 18M— IS per c«nu ad valorem. 

May, lau, to Jon^ iea5-«wUng under IDe. per lb., 15 
per cent, sd valorem- 
May, 1824, to Jane, 1835— costtng over lOe. per lb. 15 per 
eent. sd valorem. 

June, ieS9, to June, 1696— ooitlng under 10c. psr lb., 90 
per cent, ad valorem. 

June, 1885, to June, 1898— oosting over 10c. per lb., S5 
per cent, ad valorem. 

June, IGGB, to June, 1838— coating under IDc. per lb., U 
per cent, ad valorem. 

June, 1896, to June, 1898— wMdng over 10c per lb., 30 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Jane, 1EE38, to June, 18S9— 4c. per lb. neeUe, and 4B per 
eent. ad valorem. 

Jane, 1839, to Jane, 183D— te. per lb. specific, and 45 per' 
cent, ad valorem. 

June, 1830, to June, 1839— 4c. per lb. qiedflc, and 50 per 
cent, od valorem- 
June, 183S, to June, 1848— costing nndv 8e. per lb. free. 

June, IB^, to June, lOfi— costing over Sc. per lb., 4c. 
specific, and 40 per cent, sd valorem. 

June, 1843, to Joly, 1646— cofl ting under Ife. per lb.,-e per 
eMii.ndVslarea. 



Jiwe, ie4S,toJuly,184fr-eottingoTer7c per lb.,3c. ape- 
mfle, and 90 per senL ad valorem. 

July, 1846, to prasant tfue— aU wool ao par cent, ad 
valorem. 

We thus see that there were extraordinary 
changes in the rates of duty, and the mode of 
laying them, under the various tariff laws enacted 
by Congress between 1789 and 1846. We al! rec- 
ollect, that at the time of the passage of the tariff 
law of 1846^ gentlemen who were then interested 
in woolen manufactures, complained grievously 
of the provisions of that law in regard to the duty 
upon wool, and in regard to the duty upon woolen 
manufactures of all sorts. Where was the wool 
in this country chiefly produced prior to the pas- 
sage of the uriff of 1846? If you will take the 
troub(e to go back and examine you will find, 
that up to 1840 there was more wool in proportion 
to thenopulationand extenlof territory, produced 
in the new England States than in any number of 
States^^the %uue size and population in the 
Unio^^wiave collected some statistics in regard 
to theV^iuction of wool; and I have prepared a 
table snowing the productions of different, divis- 
ions of the Union, which I have classified as 
New England States, northwestern States, mid- 
dle States, southwestern States and Territories; 
and southern States strictly. I desire now to 
call attention to thia table, for the purpose 
impressing upon the minds of our northern 
friends, who are urging hefe that wool should be 
entirely- free, and who are maintaining that it 
would be to the interest of all portions of the 
country that it should be free, that they ought to 
stay their hands for the presept, and recollect that 
at the time when they were the wool producers, 
they were sustained by a duty ranging from ten 
to nfty per cent, ai valorem, with a specific duty 
during a portion of the same time of from four to 
five cents per pound. But, sir, the scepter has 
departed from New England. The product of 
wool in that section of the country is decreasing, 
and the increase in the product of that article is 

foing now to the South and SoOthwest, and the 
rortttwesl of this great country. I now present 
the table which I have prepared, and I ask the 
attention of the committee and the country to the 
results which it estiiblishcs: 

ProiiuHon of Waot in the OMied Statei, at near' 
tabudfiomAt Cetmu tablet. 

1840. - I8S0. 

Haine 1,465.551 1,304,034 

Hew Hampshire 1,300,517 1,108,4711 

HoeeaehaseUs. 941,908 585,m 

Bhode Iriond 183,330 1S0,6» 

Connecticut B89.S70 487^454 

VeraoBt 3,690,235 3,400,717 

6,440,400 7,075,509 



Iticrwst ftOBi 1840 to 1850, 1,364,900 paoBds. 
JTorthMMm SIbIw. 

1840. 1850. 

OliiO , 3,665,315 10,194J)71 

Indiansv 1,337,019 3,610,387 

Illinola , 650,007 3,150,113 

Missoiiri 563,369 1,437,164 

Midiigan 153,375 9,043,383 

WIscOBBln 6,777 253,963 

Iowa 33,039 373,898 



6,318,697 19,053,079 



Incrtme (tfxa 1840 to 18S0, 19,734,389 poonds. 

1840. 

tfewTwk 0,845,905 

PeniiBvlvania 3t04M64 

NewJaney , 397,207 

Delaware 64,404 

13,355,470 

AureOM fhim 1640 to 1B50, 1,580,565 pounds. 

SntttMstsrw iStateoKi TnrOorfet. 

1840. 

BllaaiaelppI 175,196 

Aricanaai 64,943 

IiOuisiaBa ~ ' 

T«u 

New HazlDO 

Utah 

CsHftsnia 

Oregon 

HinneM)ia....> 



18S0. 
10,071,3« 
4,431,670 
375,396 



I8S0. 

650,619 

180,503 

131,917 
33,901 



6^ 
8S 



889,498 1,061,43ft 
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Tke Tar^-^Mr, Laleher. 



Ho. or Kk's- 



1840. 18S0. 
M«tIu< •••• 4^fiOl 477^ 

BoiithCktollM S9S,I70 487^ 

Omtm 371^ oaofiia 

Ptoria* 33^7 

Al^uiB 990^ 657,118 

TenneBwe l,060J3a 1^^8 

Kwuuky l,7as^7 9,997,433 

Acnm fm 1«» to IfiU, 9,181,480 poaDi!!. 

I faan not a doubt, if you coidd have the tta- 
tiatics accurately collected Trom 1850 up to the 
present time, ahowing the annual production of 
wool, you would fitia that the rate of decrease in 
the riew England States in this item haa been 
more rapid aince 1850 than prior to that Ume. 
And ia it not natural that it ahould be bo la Look 
at the rieid climate of the Nev England Statea. 
The cold ia «o intenae that they%ual^H»e and 
fbed their aheep during a large por]^^p>f the 
year in order to make them producuVnK wool; 
and ts do this, the owneria aubjected to an amount 
of expense which the product of the wool will 
Tery inadequately requite. 

I deaire most respectfully to call the attention 
of our friends from the New Enghind Statea who 
object to any duty upon wool, to thia table; and 
I ask fhem to consider whether they will not be 
placing themaelvea iifa very unenviable poaition , 
and whether they may not subject thoir motives 
to serious intsconatruction , if they ahall insist 
upon the passage of a bill in accordance with the 
preciae terma tliey demand on this and other 
pointa in issue? Sir, is it reasonable or right 
that the manufacturing interests shall be relieved 
from duty upon the raw material, and that you 
shall leave the burden upon the manufactured 
article, to be paid by the consumer when he 
cornea to use it, as os^ it be most? Thia ia the 
theory that is now inculcated — this the demand 
that la pressed upon us. 

So far as New England is 'concerned, and all 
the diversified interests in this land are involved, 
I maintain that, if you will take the tariff of 1646, 
if you will reduce it twenty per cent, on all the 
•dtedulea, and if, for the sake of compromise, 
you will go still further, and agree to give to these 

Gnilemen the benefit of their raw material g^reatly 
jhtened of their burdens in the shape of duties, 
they ought to bp content. When we advance to 
that point, have we not gone a-great way, in the 
■pint of accommodation, for the purpose of bring- 
ing about a settlement and adjustment of this 
controversy upon busiaeas principles? The bill 
reported by the minority of the Committee of 
Ways and Means ia the reauU of this generous 
spirit and feeling. Sirs, can you ask us, as just 
men, as men having a proper reaped for the righu 
and interests of our own constituentSi that we 
sliall not only go half way, but when va have 
done that, we shall go still further, and relieve 
you from all duties on your raw material, while 
the burden of supporting the Oovernment by the 
duties on manufactured articles consumed by ua 
remain the same, and are to be paid by the con- 
sumers whom we represent, and whose rights, 
whose interests, are confided to us for protection? 
Sir, I say, with great reaped, it is unreasonable 
to aek it; and I trust that our New England friends 
wili aurrender on thia point, and meet ua in a 
spirit as eenerouB aa we have exhibited towards 
4riem and their interesta. If a tariff shall be 
adopted with a duty of eight or ten per cent, on 
wool, and they can demonstrate to the gentleman 
flffc Ohio, [Mr.STA.NTOK,] and those who occupy 
his position, that the repeal of the duty on this 
article, or upon any other article of raw material, 
would operate to the advantage of the interesta 
of the country, as well as to the interests of them* 
■elves, is it not better to bring it forward when 
you have tested it by experiment, than ask Con- 
gress to act upon It, and grant yon this favor 
now? I am inclined to concur with you in opinion 
on this point; and if you are right, time will soon 
demonstrate it. You cannot fail to see that there 
is decided opposition to your theory. Is it the 
part of wiaoom to press this demand now? Isit 
not better to test your theory by actual experi- 
neat, aod then come forward and ask for ita 
adopuoD? 



I submit to every man in thia House whether 
the demand for free wool is not too radical for 
the temper of the times — whether so great a 
change, if carried out at once, is not Kkely to 
have the effect of alarmiog and shocking the con- 
fidence of the country i Witen you take the arti- 
cles of hemp, of wool, of sugar, of molasses, of 
sirup of sugar, and of lead, and reduce them at 
once from Uiirty to ten per cent., at a time when 
all these interesta are not expecting such a radical 
change in the policy of the Government, you can- 
not reasonably hope that the measure you may 
adopt will be satisfactory to those important in- 
terests. I might ask with great propriety why it 
is that the iron interest of this land is to be ex- 
empt from the common reduction that fails on all 
others? Do thoae interealed in the manufacture 
of iron demand or deaire to be exempted from 
their fair share of the burdens Imposed bv Gov- 
ernment for its support? Is there auytningin 
that parttcutof interest which throws arouM it 
the Tail of sanctity, and preserves it ttom the ef- 
fects of a reduction of duties, that falls upon wool, 
lead, sugar, and other great iDlerests in our coun- 
try t Is there any reason why a particular dass 
of manufacturee located within two or three States 
shall have the benefit of Government exemption, 
and shall be relieved from the burdens which 
you remove from their ahouldera, and place on 
ahoulders of others, ipany of whom are per- 
fnps less able to bear them t And yet you are 
doing this, if you adopt the bill which has beeif 
reported by tha majority of the Committee of 
waya and Meana. From what I know of the 
men engaged in the iron manufacture, I say, 
without hesitation, that they are too juat and 
patriotic to make such a demand. Is there iron 
enough produced in the c^^uotry for the va- 
rious purposee of the railroads in the United 
Stales r This is a progiceeive age, and Uie rail- 
road apirit haa taken pesaesuon of the land, and 
demanda for the execution of its plana &r more 
iron than can be promptly auppued. This de- 
mand ia increasing annually, and will continue 
to increase for years to come. Do you produce 
iron enough to supply all the purposes for which 
the people of this country require it? The table 
of tne importations of iron to which I have re- 
ferred, proves that the quantity produced falls 
mS,000.000 short of the demand; and now I de- 
sire to know from my colleague on the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, why it is that he has 
not, in his bill, applied to iron the aame scale of 
reduction that he haa applied to southern sugar? 

Mr. WASHBURNE.-of Illinois. Andletbim 
also explain whj, when iron is put down in the 
hill of the majority of the committee at thirty per 
centum, lead is put down at ten per centum. 

Mr. LETCHER. I was just coming to that. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I wilt 
not answer the ^ntlemon from Virginia at this 
time; I do not wish to consnne his time; bat I 
pledge myself to do ae aatia f aetorily when I ob- 
tain the floor. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 hope the ^ntleman will. 
I had no doubt " the iron would pierce his soul," 
if there was any attempt to remove, or even re- 
duce, the duty on that Pennaylvania staple. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Bennsylvania. I am elad 
to know the eentleman from Vi^inia, though be 
has wrapped Lis head with wool ror his argument, 
has found there is even an artid^ at the South 
which requireaprotection. 

Mr. LETCHER. My bill impoaes a duty of 
eight per cent, on wool; his imposes aduty of ten 
percent. Now, if my head iswrapped with wool, 
there is juat two per cent, difference between the 
quantity on mine end on his, and to that extent 
he has the advantage of me. [Laughter.] 

If this bill of the majority is intended to cover 
the whole ground, if it ia aesigned as a measure 
for all the great interests of the nation, if the 
object is to do equal and exact justice to all, no 
matter where located, no matter what their pur- 
suits in life may be, why is it that thia blow ia 
aimed at the' sugar interest, the lead interest, the 
copper interest, and the hemp interest? Why is 
this fierce war waged <Hi these particular branches 
of industry, located in the West, the Northwest, 
and the Southwest? Why ia it that iron is alone 
exempted? Does it not require Mue explanation? 



Have not the members of thia House who are 
interested in the production of lead, hemp, aod 
sugar, a right to know why thia has been done ? 
Haa not every intereat in this land the right to 
know why it ia that they are to be made to bear 
Government btirdenB,and to be deprived of Gov- 
ernment benefiu, and the manufacturers of wool 
and iron and the lovers of brandy and wine to be 
favored at their expense? • 

My friends on the other eide now and then talk 
quite handsomely about K ** tsnu msribet.'* The 
best answer I can make to their arguments on 
this point is to give Mr. Gilea's idea of a home 
market, because it presents the subject much more 
forcibly and clearly than I can possibly do by any 
language of my own: He sajra: 

" The power SMiiiDed by tke Govenment, under cotct 
of the lerm ' boiae uaifcet,' aceordinc to die writer's »*• 
dentanditiK or It, coniinU In rettrainiDf tbe owner fmn 
Mlliii( to whom he pleuei, and Tram baying or wbom be 
pleuH ; and Ihiu mbilitmei goremmenial fbr iDdindul 
diacretlon Id the um of private property ; and tlioa ' hone 
Burket,' In ita favenuoental wote, eMCnilallv connst* in 
compelifng tbe owner of privaie proparty to buy of iboM 
only, an<ho icll to those only, U well to buy,oru>Hdl 
the tainp only, tbe Govemoient itaaU diooss." 

And again, be says: 

" It ia wonderhil to contemplue the enenl of tbe In 
lluence of niek-nsmei upoa mankind ! It §■ wondeifiil u> 
Me bow groat a portion of mankind la content, and cren 
delighted, wltli nick nameB,.whcn tlie ihinn defcrtbed by 
thrm would t>e repelled with diMUstand inaignatinn ! Tl>e 
nick-nanie ' home market' afloroa the ntoat ini>tnictiTe illna- 
traiion of the correcineas of thia observation. WbiUt the 
term ' home maikat' raacinaiea the ear of many unthiuklna 
American ciil«na, the term * Continental syatem' would 
atrike the aama ear with IiihiIi and indignation ; jt\ the 
terma ' home market' and ' Continental lyatem' mean prv- 
daely the aame thing — biah are grounded upw the same 
de«poiic principle, and both produce the same pr*eiictl 
reaulia. The Briitah term 'reatrictive a]«tem,' althougb, 
unrortiuiaiely, more Aunlliar to 4t American ear, and 
Iherafore leaa alannlnf , ia nevenbeleaa founded npon the 
aame derpotic piincfplea, prodqcea the aame injnrioa 
elTecia, and in lubstance meana the aame thing. In wtiat 
did the odiw* Preach * Coaiinentel ayatem' oonaiat^ la 
fpteciaely ibe aame thing that the htlooti American * booM 
market' coruiala. In rerualng to individuala die rigbi lo 
aell to whom thcyplcaK,atidiobiiy ftnmwfaoiBlhejpleaw 
—in restraining tbe French people pnaiaeUln(ia fbretgacn 
and buying froin fbreignera." 

That is the definition of "homo market," as 
given by Mr. Giles; and, in my judgment, it is a 
definition which is highly expressive and atricdy 
accurate. 

We shall never have a *' home market" in thia 
country until things reach that state of perfection 
to which they are aaid to have attained in the 
State of Massaehusetta many years^ago. An old 
woman had two remarkably promising boys, who 
were very much given to trading. She said she 
verily believed (they were so sharp and cute at b 
trade) thatshe could lock them up in a room with- 
out a cent of capital, and they would make fits 
dollars apiece out of each other Bwapptng waist- 
coats. [Great laughter.] When you get things 
to that state of perfection that our trading ia to 
be done at home, and foreign nations are cut off 
from trade with us — ^when nothing is to be brought 
into tbe country that we will putchase, and noth- 
ing to be sent out to be lolo by us-s-when oar 
people are prohibited ftom selling to foreigners, 
and of buying from foreigners, as is now the case 
in China and Japan — then perhaps this much 
talked of, (and with many of our friends on ib« 
other aide,} anxiously desired, *' home market" 
will be secured; but until that time arrives a 
" home market" will exist only in name. 

Mr. TAYLOR. With the permission of the 
committee, Idesire to make an explanation which, 
in point of facts, partakes of tne nature of an 
apology. I owe it to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Caufbkll.} The gentleman from Ohio 
interrupuj the gentleman fVom Vii^ifia [Mr. 
LtTcnea] in the course of his argument upon 
the subject of the tariff. He made a statenieDt 
which f think I shall be able, ata future time, lo 
aatiafy him waa founded upon a misapprehension 
of fact; but when I alluded to it, I made use of 
an cxpreasion which was stronger than propriei; 
warrants; and as it haa alwaya been my nabit, 
when in a time of momentary excitement I have 
been betrayed into an indiscretion, no matter of 
what kind, to apologize for it at once, I now 
tandertothe gentleman from Ohiomyapolosy, 
with the expiesaion of my regret that I gare 
ntteianee to aoT lawuage which violated the 
eoortaay jnatly aaajurwm. | 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The apology of 
the gentleman from LotttauDa was entirelv un- 
necessary. I can apiireciate the position of Gen- 
tlemen who upon this fl^c. in the beat or de- 
E»te, make use of rema^Hprfaich sound harsh 
u> the ear. I may hare oMi miataben in regard 
to the point of fact connected with the atatistica 
of the sugar interest; and whenever that matter 
shall ba exposed in debatCt if I am ia error, I 
ihall certainly make an apotegyu firaokly M the 
^tleman has made hia. * 

. 8ENAT0B FfiOM INDIANA. 

DEBATE IN THE SBNATE, 

MotroAT, Ftbrvary 9, 1857. 

Mr. BRIOHT. I present the credentials of 
3rahiu N. Fitch, Senator elect fVom the State 
>f Indiana to fill Uie Tacancy exiatine on thia 
loor. I move that they be readi and that the 

Mth be adraiaistered to.Mr. Fitcb. 
The Secretary read the credentials, aa follows: 
<< I, Aiibbell p. Willud, Qovemoiof the Suw of Indinos, 
oall wboaball see these preMntSigreetlDK: Whereaait has 
teea certified to me by the proper uithoiltr that the LegU- 
ature ol'the biaie of lodiajiadid, on the 4tb day of February, 
inno Domini 1(957, duly ehOOM Graham N. Fitob a Sen- 
ior in tlie Ctjiigroiu of tlie United State*, lo lerre aa luch 
iniil the 4th day of March, auno Domini 1861, 1 tbereAire 
ertify ttiat he ia dnly chosen a Senator in tlie Congress of 
In United State*, to serve as nicb until the 4tb day of 
(arch, anno Domini 1B61. 

In testimony whereof I have taerennto set my hand, and 
caused to be affixed the seaJ of State, at the city of 
. Indianapolis, this 4thday ofFchruary, anno Domini 
^ 18a7, the forty-flrst year of the Slate, and of the Inde- 

rideace ofttao United States the elghty-flnt. 
Governor: 

ASHBELL P. WILLARD. 
Ianibl McCLuas, Secretory of SM«. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I bare had placed id rty 
lands, by a special messenger who has been dis- 
Nttched Lere from the Senate of Indiana for that 
lurpoae, the proceedings of the Senate of that 
icate, duly certified, proteatmg against the legality 
if the election of the gentleman whose credentiala 
lave been presented , and also a protest signed by 
hirty-four members of the House of Represent- 
Uvcs. I ask leave to present the records of the 
teiiRte and the protest, and aak that they be read. 
?hen I desire to object to the administration of 
lie oath, and aabmit a moUon in reference to this 
natter. 

The PRESIDENT pro foiipers. Tha.papers 
rill be read. 

Mr. BRIOHT. I do not know that it is ne- 
essary to read the protest. I believe my coUea^e 
) entitled to be awom in under the rotes and the 
•reccdcnts of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let thera be read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have-no objection if the 
lenate deaire to hear the papers. 

The PRESIDENT pro ttmfore. The Chair 
nil consider it his duty to bear anything that 
Day come from any Senator in reference to the 
aae, but the matter of coarse ia sabjeet to the 
oic of the Senate. 

The Secretary read, as follows; 

iNDiAaAVOua, IxdiaHa, JainHiry29, 1SS7. 

The Senate being In session, Hr. Cravens, the Senator 
om JcfTcrBonf-^tfliiied for adoption the foUowins preamble 
id Resolution : 

Wlicrcaa, on the 19th day of Jannaiv, 1857, whilst the 
enatc n'nii engaged lu tbe dlscussloa ofa resoluUoaof the 
ouse of EcprCHentatives, In accordance with aecRn four 
rarticic five of the conitiiuUon of this Stiue, which Is in 
le following words, to wit: "Tbe returns of every elec- 
on for Governor and Lieutenaat Oovenior ahaJI be sealed 
paiul transmitted to tJie seat of government, directed to 
le Speaker of the House of RepreMDiatives, who thai! open 
od piibliith them In the presence of both Houses of tlie 
'eneral J^saonibly which remlution of the House of 
«preeentativea had fixed tbe hour of half put two o'clock 
ir such opening and coimttug: And wberasa, befbre any 
uciaion -was bad upon said resolution, and belwe any vote 
fu cither taken or demanded upon the aBme, and one half 
our before the time flscd by said House revolution, the 
lentenant Oovemor and ex ojicio President of the Senate 
od Ouvcmor elect aioee In tarn place, delivered to tbe Sen- 
l« a short valedictory, at the conclnelon of which he en- 
ounced in the following words, " I now repair to tbo Hall 
r the House whereupon, without adjournment of the 
enate, or any other actimi of the same in relation tbeieto, 
e, tlie said Preaident, descended from the la s tr a m, and 
nm^diately proceeded from the Senate Chamber (bllowad 
r a minority of the Senate ; And whereaa, a majort^ of 
le fitly ScnatorB of wblcb tbia body is ooaapoMd, as pro- 
ided by tbe eonstUutlos (rftUa Stata»nuwiaed Jn ssiJo a , 
od under ajcallof tbe Bensl^wban It wa* ascMainad 
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that a majority was, but a qoonun of two tbirdi, as pro- 
vided by the constitution, was not. present, a resolution 
embodying sold Acts was mtroduced and made part of the 
record of the Senate : And whereas, this Senate continued 
tn session untU the return of the abeent members, when the 
albresaid resolution witb a pending amendment was cnn- 
cgtred in by the Senate : And whereas, it bas been told to 
Ibe Senotore, or a mcOority of the members of Uiis Bouse, 
that, during the absence of the minority of the Senators, a 
meeting was held la the Hall of the House of Reprcsenia- 
dvea, at which said raeetiog the returns of the election for 
Qovemor and Lieutenant Oovenior at* said to have been 
opened and published, and Stwbich said meeting it has 
also been said that the Lieutenant Governor, ex officio Pres- 
ident of tbe Senate, and Qovemor elect, was Inaugurated 
as Governor: And whereas, when the so-styled inaugura- 
tion and induction into office oftbe Governor elect, tbe raid 
President of tbe Senate la also reported to have called to 
the cbair,aa the presiding officer of said meeting,oneof the 
minority Senators, wbico Senator, alter the so-called cer- 
emonies of inaugnratloQ had been concluded, without au- 
tboriqr or ineiructions so to do fay said meeting, is said lo 
have pnmouneed Ihc Joint convention adjourned to meet 
again at two o'clock, p. m., on MondKy,theSd da; of Feb- 
ruary next : And whereas, there has not been, during the 
present session of this General Assembly, any j<rfnt con- 
vention, or any determination Uierelbr or action in relation 
thereto, by the Senate : And whereas, any iuint convention 
of the two Houses of the Oeneial Asaembly mast necessa- 
sarily consist of a quorum of each Boose, neither House 
being competent to tbe Itansaction of any buHlness in a 
separate and Independent capacity, without a quorum, 
which consists of two thirdu of the memhem elect. Such 
competency could not be conferred or derived by anvmcet- 
Ing of the minority of the Senators witb the mcmtien of 
tbe House, or the House as such : And whereo*. It fa re- 
ported that at such ai^Joumedmeetinguf the so-called Joint 
convention it is the design to elect two United States Sen- 
aton : And whereas, any such election by any such unnu 
tliorixed, illegal, nnd unprecedented meetingor body, would 
be inconsistent with the character of this General A»Fem- 
bly. In violation of the constitution of tblaState, which does 
not contemplate or provide for any Joint convention for any 
such election or purpose. Insulting to this Senate, and 
highly dlsieapectAil to tbe Senate of lbs United Slates, in 
view of III recent dedsloninalike case, and disorganising 
and revolntbrnaryln Its character. Therefore, 

Be U rssolvs^ That this Senate does disclaim any knowl- 
edge of, or paitieipatlon in, any meetinn or so-styled Joint 
ccmventloo Ibr tbe above or any oUier purpose ; and if at 
any adjourned meeting of said body, it la ptopoMd to have 
any election for United Slates Senaion or other officers, or 
to transact any other buainesB which It might be competent 
fbr or the duty of this General AssemUy to elect or perform, 
this Senate does hereby most solemnly and earnestly protest 
aaalnst any such action, aa wbolly vnautborized by this 
HnuBewltboatttakiiowledge,conBent,orcancBrronce; and 
that we will here, as elsewbere, now and Ibrever repudiate 
and disown such set or action, as flagrantly illegal, and a 
ftaud npon tbe aoverelgnly ana tbo people of the Bute of 
Indiana. 

Mr. FMriringlon moved to refer the preamble and resolu- 
tion to tbe Committee on tbe Judlciiuy — ayes 90, noes S7. 
Those who voted in tbe affirmative 



Mr. TRUMBULL. It is unneceaatry to read 
the names unless some one desires it; the Secre- 
tanr can give the number of votes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was going to august to 
my collescue, that if he willlook into the prece- 
dents in tKeae cases, he will find it very clear that 
the aoiforra praetioe has been to allow the member 
whose credentials are presented to be sworn. 

The PRESIDENT pre tewuon. The papcra 
must be read through, unless dispensed with by a 
vote of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I pardon. I thooght 
they were read. 

Tbe Seeretsry conttnaed the reading, as fol- 
lows: 

The qneation recurred on the adoption of tbo prssmble 
and resolution— yeas 87, nays 90. So tbe pieamUe and 

resolution was adopted. 

Stats or Ikoiana. JUorlon Cmmty, c ; 

We, Jonathan B. Harvey, principal Secretary of tbe 
Senate of Indiana, and James R. N. Tj-ner, assfsiant Sec- 
retary of tbe same, now in session, do s«riemn1y and sever- 
ally swear that tbe annexed and Ibrogoing ia a true copy of 
the preamble and resolntlon introduced into said Senate, 
and the action of the Senate thereon, as appears by the 
Journal thereof, and that said Jounml la correct. So help 
us God. JONATHAN S. HABVBY, 

JAMBS H. N. TYNEK. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, fteorve U. Chapman, 
a noiory public In and fbr the county of Morion, and State 
of Indiana, ilda 3d day of February, A. D. 18S7; aa witness 
my hand and oOclal seal, 

r, , , GEOEGE H. CHAPMAN, 

l*" ''J Notary PiMU. 

We, the undersigned. Senators of tbe State of Indiana, 
dobereby certify that the foregoinc preamble and resolution, 
and tbe acHou of the Senate of Indiana tbeieon, are in all 
rofpeeta true as above slated. 

Signed by twenty-seven Senatora. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Withont expressing or in- 
timating any opinion, (for none could be formed 
by me without a knowledge of the fheti, and I 
know notbine of them exeqit what is stated in 
this paiwr,) 1 wish to say to my eoUeagne that 
I ihiak it has been, if not the ioTariable» at least 



the general, praetlw of the Senate in all such 

cases to consider the certificate tispryaa facie evi- 
dence of the facts entitling the claimant to hia 
seat, and then an investigation can be had. I call 
hia attention to tbe case that arose from Illinois 
some years aince, in the person of my late col- 
lea^e, General Shielda. A protest was made 
a^ainat his taking hia seat on tlie ground of ilMl- 
igibility. The Senate at first refused him a acat; 
but on my preesiiig th*t point, they rcSxamined 
the question, and declared that he was entided to 
hi^aeat during the diecusaion. So it was in the 
case of my present colleague. The legality of 
his election, his right to a seat, was contested at 
the time he presented his certificate; but lie was 
awom in. The Journal, which I have before vatt 
shows that the protest was made at that time. I 
will read it: 

" Mr. CarrTBHDEN presented the credentials of the Hon. 
LvjiAN Tanif BUL^elected a Senator by the General As- 
sembly of tbe Stan of Illinois, fbr six years from the 4tta 
day of March, 1855. 

"Mr. C4SS presented the protest of certain Senators and 
Rcpresen 'Stives of the L^ilature of tbe Siaia of IlUut^ 
against the election of tbe Hon. Lthak Trumbdli»# 

*' The oath prescribed by law was administered to Mr- 
Tkumbcll, and he took his seat In the Senate." 

Afler Mr. Tbuhboll was ewonia the inresti- 
gation took place by referring the matter to a 
committee, having a report upon it, and the de- 
cision of the Senate upon that report. A similsr 
case arose from Iowa, in the election of Mr. Har- 
LAH, and the Journal shows thia atate of facia: 

" Mr. Joaaa, of Iowa, presented liie credentials of the 
Hon. Jambs HAaLAN, choseo a Senator by ibe General 
Assembly of Ibe State of Iowa, to rcproeent the said State 
In the Senate of tbe United States ; which were read. 

** On mottoD ofHr.MAsoiittbereMludoni of the Senate 
of tbo Huns of Iowa, comniiiiioated Mareh 3, 1B59, wen 
read. 

"The nnth prescribed bylawwne administered to Hr. 
Haklak, and he took his seat In tbe Senate." 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
will indulge the Chair for a moment. The Chair 
is not aware that aay objection has l>ccn taken to 
administering thajlB to the Senator elect. 

Mr»DOUQLA^^^Iy colleague objected. 

The PRESIDENT pro iempore. I did not so 
understand him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I raised the objection. I 
suggest, however, to my colleague, that he allow 
the papers to be read tlirough. There'ia a protest 
from members of tlie Ho^sc of Representatives. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. One word more, and I shall 
yneld. I was simply going on to remark that, in 
Hie loWt ease, which was similar in principle, 
the Senator elect was sworn in, and held his seat 
during the discussion, and until tbe question waa 
finally decided. We adjudicated against him, and 
be went home; and the Senate know the result. 
I think it is better for us not to come to a decision , 
on this question now, until the usual course is 
pursued, allowing the Senator to be sworn in, 
and then we con investigate the question. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. The Senator 
from Illinoia [Mr. TBDHBtrLL] calls for the read- 
ing of a further paper; and it will be read, unleas 
obnetedto. 

The Secretary read the fbtlowing protest, signed 
by thirty-four members of the Indiana House of 
Representatives: 
"To Ike Senate of the VMid Staleei 

"The nndervigned, duly elected nM qualified metnben 
of tbn House of itepresentaUvcs of ibe General Assembly 
oftbe Slate of Indiana, hereby protest aj!ain«t the pretended 
election of Jesse D. Bright nnd Graham N. Fitch, on the 
4tb day of February, anno Domini 1857, ns Senators of tbe 
State of Indiana iiT tbe Congress of the United Stales— tbo 
fbrmer fbr tlie six years ftom the 4lh day of March next, and 
the latter for six VRani from the 4th day of March, 1805, by 
a portion oftbe Senators and Represenntlves of said Gen- 
eral Assembly, fbr tbe following reasons : 

" .Pint. There whs no agreement of the two Houses of 
tlie General Assembly, by resolutions or oUierwlse, to pro- . 
cecd to the appoiouaciit orelcciionof Senatnrs in Congress 
on said day, or any other day of tbe present session. 

" Beeond. Thera was no Joint convention of tbe two 
Houses oftbe said General Amembly pn said day, nor was 
there any law of the State authorizing a Joint convodHon 
on thai day or any other day lOr tlie appointment or elec- 
tion of United Stated Senators, nor was there any resolu- 
tion or Jtrint resolution approved or adopted by tlie two 
Houaes of the said General Assembly, or either of them, 
authorlsiing such Joint convention. 

" Tldrd. Said pretended Joint convention was s mere as- 
sembly of a portion of the Senators andBepreseniotiveaof 
the said General JflHmbly, not la a legislative capaetir, bnc 
aa individuals, l^Bt any authority of law, WWpUt pre- 
cedent In Ibe bMHF of ibo Legislature of the State, and 
having no lefMatlve auctloa t and said Senaion and Bep- 
reamtatlvea, wbeB so eoovaaed, bod MiBdfe conMhatlaml 
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ri(ht to ajppoint or «len SeiMton thvaoy eqaol nninlMr of 
privue citucnB of the UMa. 

"FauriK. There wu not r eonMitniioiiBl quonim of 
riUwr HoUM of tba Ooneml AMcmbl]' prtsaent In said pre- 
unded jBlnt<KRiveutkMi,ita«<c beliw only tvrenty-Uiree Sen- 
tton and div !l«preMi|iUi vci» when, ay tlie «MVeiitli mc- 
ttoii of iho (banhnrUcIo of the raiutitutlon ofibU Btoic, it 
rcqulrca two thirds of each Uauac (o conititute a quorum 
to do bunncja, aiid when, hy tlie law of the Bute, the j 
Mrobcr of HenUort to AMd at fifty, and tbe number of Uep- 
reaencativei at one liundted, Id said OenonI Aiuembly. 

" ^tk. Decaaio the underUencd, an legally elected and 
QUalincd reprcaeatatlre* In soid General Auembly, have 
been deinivod of their conftituliounl right to aarist in the 
legal eleclioa of the Sanaiota lu liieCniicmaof iho United 
Btaiaa byaaid lIlag8l,reTOlutlonBir,aiHl unaaiborized dec- 
liona. 

" SlxlK, Bccauie the Legislnnirc of IiidlonB, u inch 
I>esh)lBtuie, either by wparate acllnn of the two IIoumh or 
oAerwlse as lach Legisliiture, bad no pan or vokc in Buch 
pretended clnciiona, and the mrio were in direet vlcdotion 
of the third section af tlic flret article of the Constitution 
of the United States and thu rounli aectlon nt said nrlicle. 

" SevetM. Deeauae said pretended elections are wholly 
roid. - 

" Eighth. Becauflo If eaid elections m hrld valid, snch 
decision will dcEiray tlio legal eiiFiciice of the General 
Aasembly of this State, and install In Us place any nmb 
which may aeo proper to take forcible pOdMMion of the 
Ilousrtas a joint convention of tlw OeuPtml AcMmbly, 
withont Ihc concurrence nrcitlier body, the sanction ofUic 
constituiinn, or oudiority of law. 

" For these and varioua other reasona which might be 
named, tlic undcnigncil protect asainut the validity of Raid 
pretended cicctiona, and ank that the Senate of the United 
States may declare them null and void. 

" Uiven under our hand tliia 4tb day of Pebrtiary, at In- 
dianapolis, anno Domini HXtl." 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I admit, sir, that the prac- 
tice haa often been to admit a member to a scat 
on a certificate of bis election, and to inveiUsatc 
any matter of contest which may arise alicr- 
wards. That course haa bees adopted from con- 
venience, I Buppoae, and the difficulty of inves- 
tigating the matter nt once. It is not a positive 
rule, nor haa it been by any means, as my col- 
league BuppoRca, the uniform pracLice. The prac- ; 
tice has been both ways. I nave before mc the ' 
book on conicBicd elections; and on looking into 
it — and I have not looked vub careful ly--l find 
that in the case of Kenscy^HilB, of Delaware, 
appoinled in the place of George Read in 1793, 
Itlr. Johns appeared in this body on the S4th of 
March , 1794, and produced his credentials of ap- 

Eointinont, " wliereupon it was moved tliat llicy 
e referred to the consideration of the Commitiec 
of Elections, btfare tlic said Kensey Johns should 
bo permitted to nualify; who aro directed to re- 
poit thereupon.*' The motion was agreed to by 
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and Mr. Johns was decided not to ue entitled to 
a scat. 

In 1809, Stanley Griswold, of Ohio, appeared 
and presented bis credentials on tha 9th of June. 
'It was 

" Ordered, Thai hit credeathUa be referred lo tbe Com- 
mittee orOcetiOhB." 

Or the ISth of June the committee reported 
favorably thereon, and he was then admitted to 
hia scat. 

Mr. HALE. Wore these cases in the Senate 
or in the House of Representatives i 
Mr. TRUMBULL. In the Senate. In 1825, 
' Mr. Lanmon, of Connecticut, who had been pre- 
viously a member of the Senate, when it convened 
iti special session Sn the 4ih of March, presented 
his credentials, and a motion was mode by Mr. 
Holmes, as has now been mode by the Senator 
from Indiana, " that he be permitted to take the 
oiUh prescribed by tho Constitution." 

" On moiiun of Mr. ExToif , it was 

" (Mend, That the Atceioinf motioa, tngetbcr with the 
credentials of Mr. Lamoan, be reArml to a ncleet com- 
niiaoo, to coBSlsl of three members, to consider and report 
thereon." 

The committee was appointed. They did re- 
port on the case, end the Senate decided, at a 
subyquent period, that Mr. Larnaan was not 
cntitTcd to his seat. 

Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator state 
what was the point of the decision in that case f 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The decision was that the 
Governor Imd no authority to appoint. 

Mr. CASS. Did the question turn oo the cre- 
dentials ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Noobjectflh wastakento 
the form of the credentials in any of these cases; 
but the objection in the casa of Mr. Lanman was 



that the vacancy was not such a vacancy as the 
Governor had authority to fill. 

Mr. HALE. There had been a session of the 
Legislature, and they had neglected to fill the 
place. _ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Tho Senate wiU all re- 
member the Ikmoue New Jersey case, in the 
House of Representatives, where tbe elaimantl 
presented their certiBcates of election under what 
was called the broad seal of the State, and the 
House refused to admit them. An investigation 
was had, and they were ultimately decided not 
entitled to seats. So from these cases it will be 
observed that tho practice has been both ways. 

Now, I take it for granted that the gentleman 
claiming a seat in this body from the State of In- 
diana aoea not desire to ue admitted, or to be 
qualified, unless he is entitled constitutionally to 
a seat. No gentleman would desire a seat upon 
this floor, unless he was constitutionally and 
rightfully and legally entitled to it; and it is wrong 
tliut any one should occupy a seat for a single 
day who ia not constitutionally elected. If the 
case presented be one which the Senate can pass 
upon immediately, if the facts are all before the 
Senate, if there be no disputo in regard to the 
case, justice requires — the rights of the Senate 
require, its immediale decision; and it is due to 
ihe individual himself, for no person wishes to be 
admitted to a scat wrongfully, and subsequently 
to be turned out. It is only from the necessity 
of the case thatadiflcrent rule has ever prevailed. 
I presume every one will assent to the proposition 
at once, that if it were the practice, and the facts 
were before the Senate, it would be better always 
to dispose of a question of this character before 
the applicant is sworn in, for it is improper as- 
suredly that any individual not entitled to a seat 
shoulti occupy it, and participate in the proceed- 
ings of the body. 

Is there any objectinrefcrrins; the present case 
to Uie Judiciary Committee? Woulu the honor- 
able choimian of that committee shed any light 
upon it r It so happens that we have recently had 
before us n cose involving principles decisive of 
this. That case was before that committee; the 
Senate have acted upon it; and the whole body ia 
familiar with the focu and with theaction. I Uke 
ii tlicre is no dispute about tbe beta in ibis case. 
I propose a reaolation, or intend to do so, that the 
person presenting his credentiols is not entitled 



any disput 

the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Bhigiit] shall 
show that it ii necessary to refer the matter to a 
committee to oacertain what the facts are, tho case 
will then present a different aspect; but I do not 
understand Uiat there is any such dispute; and , 
will proceed to state, as bri«ly as I can, what I ' 
understand to be the fliets. 

I will state in the outset that the Legislature of 
the State of Indiana consists of fifty Senators and 
one hundred Represcnlatives. In that State, as 
is the case in most of Uie Slates of the Union, it 
is provided by their constituUon, tliat 

"Tbele^datlvc authority oT the Btatc shall be vested in 
a Gencrnl Aasembly, which shall eonilM vt a Bensie and 
House of Beprcseuiativea." 

The eleventh section of the fourth article of the 

Indiana constitution declares that 

" Two thirds of sMli House sliall eonstUsUaqwininln 
dobnafaMsa.*' 

Section twenty-five of the same article declares 
that 

" A majority of all the members elected to each House 
shall be necessary to pass every bill or Joint resolution." 

It requires tvrt thirds of each House lo be 
present to do business, and then two thirds being 
present, a majority of the two thirds cannot pKsa 
any resolution or oill, but in order to pass a res- 
olution or a bill, a majority of all the members 
elected to each House must vote for H. 

Tbe constitution further provides, as was read 
in .the proceedings of the Senate of Indiana, that 
the election returns for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor shall be transmitted to the Speaker 
of Ihe House of Representatives, and that the 
Speaker shall open and canvass the votes in tbe 
presenceoftheGeneralAssembly. This,itseenM, 
was done on tbe 12th day of January, in the pret- 
ence of the Hoosa and a portion or the SouUa. 



Tbe House had passed a resolution inviting the 
Senate to meet ^em for tbia purpose; but, before 
the Senate acted upon thatreaohttion, or the time 
fixed by it had amv^^t appears that the presid- 
ing officer of the Se^Blert his seat, and, witb a 
minority of the Scna^ proceeded to tbe House 
of RepreseDtativaa, and on arriving there what 
bad be to do ? Was he to preside ? Not at all; 
but tho Speaker of tbe Ho«se proceeded then to 
canvass tbe voles for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. After the canvassing was over, tbe 
Lieutenant Governor or Governor elect called 
one of the-Senatora of the minority to tl|e chair, 
and that Senator, without any vote being put or 
motion made, d^ared the joint conveDtion ad- 
journed to tin second day of February. 

The Senatp hearing what had been done, sub- 
sequently passed the preamble and the reaolutioa 
which have been read in your hearingp disavow- 
ing and repudiatin|^ in advance any and all pro- 
ceedings which might be had, or take place, at 
any adjourned mccung of this so-called joint con- 
vention, wholly denying its authority to do any 
act, and declaring tnat such meeting would m 
illegal and unconstitutional, a fraud upon the aov- 
ci-cignty of the people of Indiana, and they pro- 
test against it. 

When the second day of February arrived, the 
Lieutenant Gfovemor, who was then a different 
individual from the one who presided on the 12^1 
of January — the Lieutenant Governor, who was 
by law the presiding officer of the Senate — goes 
through with this same matter again; and in order 
to bring clearly before the Senate what was done, 
I will read from the Indianapolis Daily Sentinel, 
the editor of wbieb ie tbe official printer of the 
State of Indiaoa, what was done in the Senate on 
that day as part of my remarks. While a report 
was being read by tbe Secretary of the Senate, 

^Betbre dieposinc of the report, the Fresideitt arose and 
annonnced to tbe Sesato that the Joint conveniimi ifae 
two Hoaaei wUch met an tho IStta of January but, lo opea 
and OOVBI the votas IbcGovetaer and Lleutenam Goveraor. 
Iiavinff adjourned mtbladay, at two o'clock, p. m., to mm 
agata In Ine llall oflhtt House of Representatives, and tbu 
hour having amr arrived, tbe Senate would proceed forth- 
with lo tfaa HaUof tha Hoaas to meet that body in joint 
convenlifm, panmaat to tbe adJOummont tttareUl" 

"The Fre»idcnt tlien proceeded to the Hall of Ihe Boose, 
fbllowed by a la^ portion of the uembeiB at dw Senate 
leaving no qnaruni present." 

Hat 18 true; there was no quorum leA, but 
more than a majority of the body remained. 
Now let us see what was done when die Lieu- 
tenant Governor arrived in the Houae <m the 
2d of February ; 

MohoaV ArrEKRoon, Fefrnwry 9. 
" House called to order at two o'clock— Hr. Speaker ia 
the cliBlr. 

"JoM ConvtnlUm. 

" Tbe Clerk had commenced reading tbe Jotmnl, wkea 
Lteute&ant Govemnr UaBuaond, precedlaa the denaie, 
made his appearancc.and look his seat betide Ihe Speaker, 
as presiding officer of the two Honsem in iolni conveuioB 
assembled, the Henaiors being seated to his right. 

"Okovb. Mr. Speaker, f move a call of the House. 

" Mr. BrsAKsa. Ttn geDtlemao must sddraaa Om bm- 
sidins officer of ike ocmvaiitiQn. 

(> Gaovi. Mr. Speaker, I a|aln move a caD of Uk 
House. 

"Bli.cs. The gentleman Is oat of order. Tbe two 
Uousea are now assembled in Joint conveniion. 

" Mr. Speaker. Cenllcmen must addi«as the presBdiaf 
officer of the eonventfon. 

"Lieutenant Gnvcnior Hi.infoitn Baid:t>n tbe \3Qi ot 
Joaoary, In obedience to the requirements of the consiiiD- 
tion, the Senators ani^ Itepresentotlvca met In Joint cce- 
vcntioriyln this place, and oner transacting the business 
thea in nniid,adiounicd until this day, at two o'clock, p. n. 
In pursuance 0rBaida41oummant,theJaiatcoBvsatmiirM 
now asBcinbted, and be declared It a4)(Nuiieduii(a Wedoe*- 
day morning, ten o'clock." 

It needs only a statement of theseprocecdirvs 
to_ show their entire irregularity. How did im 
Lieatenant Governor become meaiding offleer (k 
the joint convention? There w no atatuto in In- 
diana, as is shown by the protest here, providics 
for joint conventions in that Stale, over which he 
is to preside. How, then, came the LieutenMit 
Governor there presiding? And if ha could pre- 
side, what authority had he to adjourn the joint 
convention of his own mere fancy, without any 
motion being put or carried to that efiect? 

It was at this adjourned meeting to Wednes- 
day, that the person whose credentials are pre- 
sented here is said to have been elected. Now, 
what tock plaee on that day? The proeeedocs 
on Ml fiHth itt awp^o3i|^j|^,B|4^^ of tSs 
Digitized b^i 
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House; but to make the matter a little more clear 
[ refer to the report as pobliahed in the State pa- 

D€r; 

' <' In the Senate, Wodnesdaj, Urtmwrr *i : 

"Mf. HirpREH proceeded to discuH the queetion of 
irdcr, during which the Prasideni aroso and aanounced la 
lie Senate, ibM the Jnint convention which met on the 
[Utb of January laat, traving adjonnied to moetasoiu in the 
iiall of Uio Uaueo of RepreMonuives ou the day of 
i'cbruury last, oi two o'clock, p. ID. i niul liavioE, on the 
Rid Sd day of FebrunTy, adjoanied to meet ogam in the 
lall of the lioura, to-day, at ten o'clock, a. m., anil thaf 
war having now airived, Itae Senate would proceed to the 
lali ut' the IlouM, in purauBQce oT said uioumoient, to 
iiKet in joint couvcntioa tai thv puipoae ol elecUog two 
Jniicd Stuiea Senaiora. 

"The President then repalrad to dM Eepmentatlvc* 
lall, accompanied by Sea»Mm.*> 

On iheir arriTal in the Hall of the Hoase, the 
ollowing proeeedinga took place: 

'■Mr. BpKAXEM. The lontleman will napatid hia re- 
nrki. The bonr Air JoiMcoiivsDilonliM airived-" 

Thus the Speaker interrapted a gantlaman who 
irae speaking: 

" At ten o'clock the Senate, meceded by the preridinc 
f&cer, appeared. Lieutenant Oovemor Hammond toolc 
le cbair, and called tbe convention to order. 

Solon Turmanwaa oppolated SeormuyorttM coovea- 
on tiy tlie Prcaident, who aliO ■rr'^liivd Judga Fodtiu 
) DdminUtar the oatta of office. 

" Tlie President said : 

"Oenilemen of the ConvaDlIon! Wearehereawembled 
I Joint convention under a provlatoii of the coratlUition, 
id you will now proceed to choose a United Statea Sena- 
ir, lo serve aa aucL until the 4ll) ofMarch, 1861." 

That is the first thing said about a United States 
enator. The Lieutenant Governor orders an 
leeiion in the same manner that he had adjourned 
le convention. Mr. W^alpole, of Hancock, 
ominated Graham N. Fitch; and on the first bal- 
)ling it appears that Mr. Fitch received 63 TOtea 
-not two thirds, it will be perceived, of tlie mem- 
era of the General ABaemblT— the whole namber 
f membera of both HousesDeinglSO. Norwere 
ivo thirds of either branch present. 

George G. Dunn received two votes, and^blank 
nc, muting in all eighty-aix votes; and twenty- 
irec of those were Senators. A m^ority of txie 
enate was not present. A majority of the House 
-sixty -two members^were present, but not two 
lirda, which was necessary to constitute a quo- 
jm of that body. So that there was not present 

quorum of eiuter Houae, and there was not 
resent even a majority of Uw Senate. 

We have this exhibition: A number of the 
lembers of the General Assembly of the State 
f InSiana assembling together on different occa- 
.oiia, presided over oy an officer without any 
uihonty, adjourned from time to dme without 
uthority by that officer, and he directing them 
1 elect a United Slates Senator, and they pro- 
:eding to an election without having a quorum 
r either branch of the Legislature present, or a 
lajority of one of its branches. The person 
iected under such circumstances comes here, 
resents liis credentials from the Governor, and 
iks to be admitted to a seat at once, and that 
is right to occupy it may be investigated aft^r- 
ards; and it ia insisted upon, and for what? 
or what do you wish him lo be admitted? Do 
le Judiciary Committee wish these facts referred 
I ibem to make a report upon them? They have 
ready reported upon a case, not like this, it ia 
ue, ljut a case very much stronger than this, 
td reported that the party was not entiyed to 
is &eat; and the Senate sustained that tnHL 

Ths third section of the first article of tn^on- 
itutioii of the United States declares that *' tlie 
enatc of the United States shall be composed 
* two Senators from each State, chosen by the 
cgialature thereof." 

Is it pretended that the I<egialature of Indiana 
ith the statement of facts wJiich I have made 
ncontradicted, has chosen the person whose cre- 
mtiols have been presented a Senator from that 

tate? 

Another clause of the Constitution of the Uni- 
^d States declares that 

Tha tliBoa, placoB, and nnmr «f boltfBg stocikiiia for 
malors and uiaprewatativc* ihaU be presctitMd In each 

ute by ttie IiagidamrBlbereoC* 

Has the LegiidaUire of Indiana prescribed the 
me and pbtce and manner of the eleotioD which 
■■ said to have taken place ? Does it not appear 
y the pa pen:* An your table, duly certified by 
te SoiBte of Indiana, that tut body protested 



against an election of Senators at any of the ad- 
journed meetings of the so-called joint conven- 
tion P Do they not repudiate this whole thing? 
There is no kw in the State of Indiana preserv- 
ing the time, the place, and the manner of elect- 
ing Senators, and in the absence of any law or 
agreement of the two branches of the Legislature, 
can less tluui a quorum of the bodies get together 
and elect a Senator? As is said in one of tho 
papers submitted, signed by thirty-four members 
of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Indiana, i£ this election can be sustained, it ia 
destructi^to the legal existence of the General 
Assembly of that State, and installs in its place 
any mob which may see proper to take forcible 
possession of the Houae aa a joint convention of 
the General Assembly, without the concurrence 
of either body, the sanction of the Constitution, 
or authority of law. 

But, sir, this whole question was recently be- 
fore the Senate, and discussed in this body in the 
case of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Hablan,} 
and what was his cose ? There, the Legislature 
of Iowa had prescribed the time, place, and man- 
ner for the election of a Senator; and by a concur- 
rent vote both Houses had agreed to go into the 
election. Theymetinjointconvention, a quorum 
of both Houses being present, and they voted 
time and again for a Senator without being able 
to efiect an election ; but, finally, a portion of the 
members of the Senate absented themselves from 
that joint convention, not by rescinding the res- 
olution on whicli they had gone there, but by 
voluntary absence, leaving present, however, a 
majority of tho members of tlie General Assem- 
bly of the Stale of Iowa. A majority of the 
members of that Assembly cast their votes for 
the Senator who then occupied tho seat; and yet 
what did the Senate of the United States decide > 
They decided that that election was invalid, be- 
cause a majority of the Senate of Iowa was not 

Eresent;thatitwas necessary that there shouliL 
e present in the Joint convention a majority of 
each branch, or rather a quorum of each braiich, 
the coneUtution of Iowa requiring only a major* 
ity to constitute a quorum. That was the solemn 
decision of the Senate of the United States made 
not a month ago upon due consideration; and 
now, a cose is presented, and a gentleman asks a 
seat on this floor who comes wiUi altogether a 
weaker case — who comes indorsed not by a quo- 
ram of cither body of the Legislature, but in de- 
fiance of a majority of one of its branchss, without 
any resolution having been passed to go into joint 
convention — without any agreement of the two 
bodies of the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana to go into an election at all, but elected 
by a tumultuous assembly called together on the 
ipse dixit of the Lieutenant Gowrnor, who had 
no more authority to call a convention, or to ad- 

d'oum it, or to preside over it, than any other in* 
ividual in the State of Indiana. 
We are V>td that the member must be permitted 
to lake his seat, and we should raise this questisn 
aft^wurds. That sometimes has been the prac- 
tice. Perhaps, as a general rule, it is the better 
practice, but why not decide this case now? Why 
not meet it at the threshold? Is there any dis- 
pute about the facts ? If the Senator from Indiana 
says there ia any neceasity to have an investiga- 
tion in order to arrive at the truth — if he will rise 
in bis place and say that there was a joint reso- 
lution adt^ted by iKe two branches of the legis- 
lature of Indiana, that this convention was held 
in pursuance of that joint resolution, and that an 
election iias been made by a quorum of the two 
branches of that Assembly convened together, I 
shall have no objection to wait until he can pro- 
cure the evidence, and shall be very happy, not 
only to vote with him and allow the oath to be 
administsred, but to vote that the gentleman pre- 
senting his credentials is permanently entitled to 
his seat. But, sir, in & case like this, where the 
facts ore undisputed, why not meet it at once ? 
Forwhat purpMe is the applicant to be qualified, 
and the case then referred to a committee i 1 un- 
derstand the motion is to have die member sworn 
in, and suppose the resdution indicated by me 
would not De now in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. The Chair 
understood the motion to be mode by the Senator 
from Indiana that the gentleman whose creden- 



tials are presented should be sworn in. The ques- 
tion is on that motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I submitted a motion thatmy 
colleague be sworn. 

Mr.TRUMBULL. lobjecttohisbeingswom 
in. I suppose that raises the questioti. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is but one question now 
before the Senate, Mr. President, and that is on 
the sufficiency of the credeoUal, Every argument 
of the Senator from Illinois [^Mr. Tscubdll] has 
been behind the credential itself. The cases to 
which he alluded, and the drifl of his argument, 
were on another point that is to arise. The cases 
of La nm a n and others, to which he alludes, were 
cases where it appeared on the face of the cstp 
dential that the party was not entitled to a seat. 
I have had occasion at this session to look pretty 
fully through all the conteBted.election cases in 
this body; and whenever the credential on its face 
is right, Lhe member I believe, as a universal rule 
— if there be any exception I have not found it — 
takes his seat. All the points which the Senator 
fWim Illinois has urged ore behind the creden- 
tials 

Mr. TRUMBULL. WiU the Senator aUow 
me to interrupt him r 
Mr. TOOMBS. I will. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not understand that 
the credential in the first case I read, that of Mr. 
Johns, of Delaware, showed at all that there bad 
been an intervening session of the Legislature. 
It was a case of death; and unless there nad been 
an intervening Lt^slature after the death which 
could have supphed the vacancy, the Governor 
had the. power undoubtedly to fill it. The cre- 
dentials are given; but that fact does not appear 
from the report. 1 think an examination will 
show it did not appear. My point is, that the 
priTna facie case, which I admit is made by tha 
certificate, is overcome by the record. 

Mr.TOOMBS. Thenlwillcomctothatpoint. 
The Senator says that the prima facie case is over- 
come by the evidence. That is what it amounts 
to. He says that he presents sufficient evidence. 
Then we are to take as true the ex parte statement 
of one side, which at no time has ever been done,' 
to overrule the pn)Ha.fiieie case. The Senator can 
show no case since the foundation of the Amer- 
ican Senate where that has been done— where tx 
parte eviilcnce on one side is to overrule a ftir and 
lawful credential. That is the case for him to 
make out, unless this ia merely for the purpoM 
of making a speech. I think he can snow no 
case where the person presenting fair and lawfhl 
credentials was not sworn in. 

Thequestionwss much argued in 1833 in Rob- 
bins's case from Rhode Island. There the Senate 
of Rhode Island hod held over by a peculiarity 
under their old charter, and they elected a Sen- 
ator, I think Mr. Robbins. Subsequently tha 
Legislature declared that those persons were not 
Senators for that purpose, uid declared the elee- 
tioQvoid, and elected Potter. They gave Potter 
a certificate. Robbins had a prior certificate. 
They presented all their credentials. This very 
question, whether Robbins was entitled to his 
seal, was made, and elaborately discussed by Mr. 
Clay, Mr. Ewiiig, and other gentlemra; and all 
hela that, as he had the oldest and prima fade cre- 
dentials, he should take the seal. That was the 
decision in the case of Robbins and Potter, as 
reported in the book of contested elections. 

rf ow, the Senator says there was uot a quorum 
of the Indiana LegislatuiiB presentat this election. 
Where does he get that fiict? He says it takes 
two thirds to make a quorum. Where does he 
get that ? H^ must refer to the laws of Indiana 
to prove it, ojr he must take the statement of the 
Senate of Indiana for the foct^-all behind tho 
credentials. The case now presented was exactly 
his own a year ago. The protest of his oppo- 
nents was that, by the constitution of that State, 
he was ineligible to take his seat. I believed so 
then, and 1 believe so now. I do not believe the 
Senator la entitled to his seat; but the Senate de- 
cided in hia favor. On that point, I was clearly 
of opinion that the constitution of Illinois, which 
excluded him^^u a good and valid law on the 
ubject. 



We next ee 



the case of the Senator from 



Iowa, [Mr. HauLAM.] Therejthe same 
It was said that then 



occurred. 
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of the Iowa Senate present. That waa the cane. 
There were oonewfacta; butheeathere months 
nnd monthi daring the whole spsaion, until the 
comtnitlee reported. It was a question of great 
difficulty. 

The dectaration of the Senator that nobody 
vanta to hold a aeat here to which he ia not cii- 
titled, is well enough; but that is a matter for 
the Senate to decide. As I stated to him, I do 
not think he ia cutided to his seat now. That 
was my opinion in the Judiciary Committee. I 
belieiml the Senator from Iowa was entitled to 
his seat; but the Senate decided otborwiae. They 
decided that the Senator from Illinoia was, and 
Um Senator from Iowa was not, entitled to the 
•at. 

My argument is to show that in both the moat 
recent cases of the Senators from Illinois and 
Iowa, the only qnestions on which their elections 
turned were presented by the Legislature, or a 
branch of the Lcglsluturc, at the mginnin^;. In 
his case, the Senate of his own State protested 
then 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There was oo protest of 
the Senate, but of individuals. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not care who present* a 
protest. An individual citizen has as much right 
as ft Senator to contest the legality of tlic seat of 
any member. I do not care who docs it. It is 
a question whether you shaU take the testimony 
of the protectant as conclusive. That is not a 
legislative duty; they do it as individuals; they 
can do it in no other way. But in the cnse of the 
Senator from Iowa, the protest was a legislative 
act. Then here the case is directly the one which 
that preaented. The Senate of Iowa in that case, 
and the Senate of Indiana in this, protest, declar- 
ing that he was not legally elected ; that there was 
no quorum; that they were not in joint conven- 
tion; that they never did go into joint convention; 
that they heard of it casually, as these ^ntlcmen 
say tbey did; and that no election ever did tnkc 
place according to the law of Iowa. In my jud;^- 
mentit'did. A majoniyof the Senate said it did 
not, and turned out the member. All this is be- 
hind the credential, however. 

Shall we be driven prematurely to determine 
on the point which the Senator makes, as to 
what is a quorum in the Indiana Legislature } In 
my judgment, the rule of the conBtitiuion of In- 
diana requiring two thirds to be present to con- 
stitute a quorum in each branch relates to legia- 
lytion. The Senator goes into a long argument 
to show that they couldnot pass ajoint resolution 
without two thirds. Who pretends that a joint 
resolution is necessary to elect a United States. 
Senator? If one branch sends a notice to the 
other, " We are ready lo meet you and discharge 
this duty," and they have no law to do it, but 
they do actually go in, is ajoint resolution neccs- 
•ary ? Is it not the members of the body who 
vole.' No legislative act is required. If there 
was a concurrence of both bodies, the most ex- 
treme gentleman who argued the Iowa case said 
that was suffident. In this cose, if a majority of 
one body had sent to the other n messenger to 
say, ** We are ready to meet you at twtlve 
o'clock," without passing a resolution, and the 
Senate had gone into convention in obedience to 
that ro^uest, it is not contended by any one that 
the Legislature would not have mado the election . 
Bat the Senator from Illinois goes into a long 
a^ment to show tliat two thirds of each branch 
are necessary to form a quorum; but the consti- 
tution of Indiana requires that exclusively for 
legislative action; at leut it is silent in regard to 
United States Senators. 

The Senate will readily perceivfv that wc are 
going into high conatitutional questions. You 
are called upon to investigate this case differently 
from the cases of the Senators from Illinoia and 
Iowa, who were allowed to take their seats and 
keep tbem for months; and in the judgment of 
the Senate one was entitled to his seat, and it 
is the judgment of some of us that the other is 
not enuUcd to his peat to-day. That is my opin- 
ion about it — that the conBtitutinn of Illinois is a 
good law in this respect. I think the Senate 
should proceed aa usual in thiMH^ Whatever 
may be the merits of the ques^HPdo not wish 
to prejudge them by an argulMt now. It is 
possiUe they may come before one of tlw stand- 



ing committees of which I am a member; but I 
say the uniform rule, the rule in those two cases 
to which I have alluded , is, to swear in the persona 
bringing the credentials, although the objectiona 
to their efection were apparent and matters of 
record, and there was no disputs about the i|»:tB 
in cither case. I was on the committee by which 
the report was made in both cases, and we had 
no witness, but took Uic documentary evidence 
presented to us. There was not a solitary diffi- 
culty about a fact in the case of cither of the gen- 
tlemen; but we allowed them both to be sworn, 
and one to sit here for months, wta suffered 

! under the terrible infliction to which the Senator 
from Illinois alludes, of holding a seat to which 
a majority of the Senate said he was not entitled. 
That is a question to be. determined. The usage 
of the Senate and the right of the case is, that the 
member presenting prima facie fair credentials 
takes his seal, ana if there is any question, it is 
decided by the Senate, It is a uniform rule, n 
sound rule, aproper rule-, because, while all this 

' investigation la going on, the member having a 

Srimajaelt case Bhould sit here and represent his 
tate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, the gentleman 
who comes from the State of Indiana claims to 
be admitted to a seat on the &ooi of this Cham- 
ber as n Senator from that State. Itis very clear 
that if he is really a Senator, if he has been duly 
elected, he ought to be entitled to take his seat as 
speedily as possible. That is an act of justice 
to him, and an act of justice to the State, and 
the public welfare requires it. It is just as clear 
on the other side, that if he has not been duly 
constituted a Senator and thus entitled to a seat 
on this floor, he ought not to be allowed to take 
a seat here and to vote upon questions which 
affect the welfare not merely of the Stale of Indi- 
ana, by which, in that case, he is not elected, but 
the wulfaro of the people of Uiis whole country. 
When he presents this claim, a Senator, who is 
responsible as such, objects to his being sworn 
in upon the ground that he has not been duly 
elected; and that objection is sustained byproo^ 
which show that there is reason lo doubt and dis- 
trust, if not lo overpower or overcome, the evi- 
dence which he presents in faror of his daim. 

The question then arises, what shall be done ? 
That it must be investigated, and the title ascer- 
tained and determined, we all a^ree. The ques- 
tion is, when shall that investigation be made, 
and what shall be the position of the gentleman 
claiming the seat while the inveatisatioa is being 
made? This is the only question before the Sen- 
ate now. It is cootenaed by the Senator from 
Indiana, and the Senator from Georgia, that llic 
investigation should be made at a future period, 
and that, in the mean time, the person whose title 
is denied sball te entitled to onjoy the bencflu, 
privileg:es, and powers, which belong to the seat 
he claims. 

In my judgment this is a question of right and 
expediency in itself, in the first place, and then of 
pncedent. Aa an original question, one of right 
and expediency with regard to the public welfiuc, 
I doubt not that it would be better in all cases that 
the investigation should be mado immediately 
upon the presentation of the claim, and that it 
should bcdecided upon that investigation, and that 
the seat should remain vacant untifitwas decided, 
and until the title was established or reversed. 
There are many rraaons why this would be the 
best course. One is, that, while it is possible the 
State may be deprived of a vote here in the one 
cose, it ia very clear, in the other case, that all the 
Stales may have Uieir rights impaired and sub* 
Terted by the votes of the person holding a seat 
here who ia not entitled to a seat at all as a mem- 
ber of the body. It ia unequal in rebition to the 
oUier members, and to the Senate itself. Each 
of us is obliged to establish his title before he 
tabes a seat here. Each of our States is bound to 
establish the title by which we hold our aeats. 
But iti the case of a conleated election, where the 
adjudication is suspended, judgment is rendered 
de bene esse in favor of the client, and then the 
delay occurs, sometimes a month, sometimes a 
year, sometimes, for aMght I know, two year*. 
I know that it is not best for the pnUic welfiue, 
that it is not ju^ and equal, that by the opem- 
tlon of delays, the seats in this Hall sbotild b« 



filled hy incumbents who have no legal title u 
hold them. 

Bat, sir, passing over the question of right and 
expediency, I come to the one of precedent. So 
far as precedent is ^pcerned, the case stands in 
this way: that in the early history of the Senate 
a claimant was denied the seat; and it was held 
in abeyance until the investigation was made,BDd 
the decision announced; and then he was admit- 
ted or rejected at once, definitely and finally; but 
during uie later history of the Government, a 
different practice has prevailed, and it is now in- 
sisted Uiat tliat practice is obligatory; that we are 
bound to conform to it; that itiaout of order; that 
it is out of time; and ibat wc have not a right to 

a this question in advance before the claimant 
es his seat. It will be admitted that is but a 
question of practice, and tliat no precedent in re- 
gard to a matter merely of practice can be obliga- 
tory on the Senate, and that no practice ought to 
stand which may be found sobversiveof the Con- 
stitution, or of the public interest and the pnbtie 
welfare. 

I come now to the aoplkation of this suppoasd 

rule; and with great oefcrenee to the honorabta 
Senators from whom I differ, I mfinlain that tfais 
case docs not fall within the practice which they 
insist upon as having been settled by the Senate. 
What is that practice ? It is, that where a Sena- 
tor presents a title which, prima fade, is good to a 
scat, he shall be admitted conditionally, or de bene 
ease, to occupy that s^at during lite investieatioo 
of his title to it. The question then is, whether 
the credentials which the gentleman from Indiana 
prcsentsarcsuch prima /ide evidence of title? I 
maintain Uiat they an not. I maintun that he 
has presented no safficient or satislhetory evi- 
dence of title that is prima facie, het us look to 
sec how a title is to be made, and how a title is 
to be proved. No person can be a member of this 
body unless he has been elected by the L^ak- 
ture of the State which he claima to represent. 
That is clear. He ia not a Senator unless he has 
been chosen by that Legislature. That is not all 
the qualification. There is another; and that is, 
that he must be chosen at the time, and ia the 
place, and in the. manner in which by law a Sen- 
atormusthechosentorepresentthatState. Hov 
are the time, place, and manner, in which n Sen- 
ator may becnosen in Indiana, to be determined? 
The Constitution of the United States says it shall 
be prescribed by the Legislature of the State, sub- 
ject to revision by the Congress of the Y^ted 
Stales as to the time and manner. The Congress 
of the United States have never prescribed — the 
Legislature of the State of Indiana has newr pre- 
scribed a time, a place, or a manner, in which a 
Senator shall be cliosen, if I understand correcdy 
the constitution and the laws of thatState- liiea 
there has been no time, no place, and no manner, 
fixed by any competent legislative aatboriiy for 
making the choice which it ie now aU^ea has 
been made. The same statute which would pre- 
scribe the time, phu%, and manner, would i»e- 
scribe also the evidence which should be given; 
and' the evidence must show a compliance with 
the prescription, and the choice is invalid and vend 
unless it has been made at the time, and at the 

Slace, and in the manner, thus prescribed by lav. 
Tow what have we here ? The only eTidence 
which is offered by the claimant is a certificate, 
or a^^tement, sent here by the Goyemor of 
IndflHu I ask what has the (Governor of In- 
diana to do with certifying to this body th« elec- 
tion of a Senator by the Legislature of Indiana 
for the State of Indiana i If he has anything ta 
do with it, either a law of the Congicaa or the 
United States, or the constitution or a lav of 
Indiana, must have conferred on him the power 
and prescribed the manner in which it shall be 
executed. But there is no act of Congress which 
authorizes a Governor to certify; nor is there any 
act of the Legislature, or any constitutional au- 
thority of the State of Indiana, which aatborizes 
or directs the Governor to ascertain and certify 
what has been done by the Legislatare of the 
State of Indiana in exeeatioB of this article of the 
Constitution. 

TiMn this of Uie Govenior is a p^>er 

which is mside withoat any authority of law, and 
thsMfbre is in itself Toid. It doea not rise Co dis 
dignity of prima Aefr eridmee^ |pt luke the 
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hutbority bv which it can be made. It a claimed 
and innstea here that the paper u prima fnnt evi- 
dence, simply because the constitation aad laws 
of 80m« other States do direct the Governor to 
aacenaio and certify and OMimunicate the result. 
But the constitution and laws of Indiana are what 
we are to consult for the Goremor's authoritv on 
this auhject. We find that constitution and those 
laws silent, and therefore the ]Miper which has 
^en produced has no more weieht or authority 
3p0R the question than it would nare if, instead 
91 betnp executed under die great seal of the State 
9f Indiana, and aig ned by the Governor, it was 
jxecoted and signed with the seal and signature 
if the Sergeanl-at-Arnifl of jhe Senate, or the pri- 
rate secretary of the Governor of Indiana. 

Now, sir, 1 beg to have that certificate of the 
governor read. If I do not mistake, the Senate 
tnd the countrjr will find in that paper intrinsic 
mdenee of its insuflciencT; that it lacks direct- 
aess and distinctness, and internal evidence of 
luthority to carry the weight of jn-isw /octe tes- 
limony. I ask to have it read. 

The Secretary read the credential, as follows: 

"I, Aihbel P. WUlaid, Governor of tlie Statenf Indiana, 
ti alt wlio ■ball ace theie preaenia gteeti ng : Wkerea* U kaa 
ttn certified to me by the proper authority that ttie Ltfiils-. 
ure of the State of Indiana, on tlie 4tti day of February, 
mno Domini 1857, duly chose Grataajo N. Fltcta," fcc. 

Mr.SEWARD. Thatwilldo. *' Whereasithas 
jeen certified to me by the proper autfaonty" — 
vho certified ? Who were the proper authonttes i 
kVho ascertained and determined what are the 
)ropcr authorities? If. there are proper authori- 
ies who are authorized to certify this fact to the 
3h)vemor, their authority must oe (band tn the 
wnstitution or statutes of the State of Indiana, 
uid they must be named. The constitution and 
aws of the State of Indiana constitute no person 
I proper authority to certify such fact to the Gov- 
ernor, but the Governor vaguely recites a certifi- 
cate made by some persons, who they are we do 
lot know, describedas " the proper authorities;" 
lut by virtue of what bw, or constitution, or act, 
:hey are competent, is not disclosed. The whole 
laper shows, that in the fiftt place, it was made 
without any authority on the part of the Gov- 
smor to make it if the recital is truei and in the 
icxt place, that the recital is evasive, ambuuous, 
mcertain, and therefore vitiates and vo»Ls the 
inBtrumcnts if the facts were true. 

Nov, sir, under these circumstances, this is 
lot prima fade evidence. But is the prtnM fade 
ividence wltich the Senate has been accustomed 
:o require, limited merely to the certificate of a 
3overnor ? Has the Governor a patent right and 
luthority, or a constitutional right by any Uw 
if Congress, or by any act of the Legislature 
>f Indiana, or a right or power by prerogative, to 
.iirnish all the prima faeia evidence that is to be 
offered on such a question? No, sir. I have 
leen prinui fade evidence here, in various forms, 
jfTered to the Senate, on which members have 
)een admitted to their seats. I have known a 
nember rise, and say, " the honorable gentleman 
ffho sits next to me has been elected a Senator 
Tom the State of Kentucky, as I have read it in 

he newspapers, and verily believe it to be true; 
)ut he has left his credentials at home, or they 
uve not arrived, and I move that he be admitted 
o a seat;" and on that, being sufficient prima 
'ode evidence, though no actual evidestt «t all, 
iie Senator* wilhoutany dispute, was coflwdered 
■ntitled to a seat. It was not anticipated that 
liere would be contest or question about it. The 
nwut fade evidence offered in that case was 
nimafade evidence that was liable to be contra- 
licted equally by thepritnc/oeie evidence of my- 
self, if I had been wle to do so, by rising and 
laying, ** I have seen in the newspapers that 
another person, and not this honorable gentle- 
man, was chosen; thatiamy prtnuj^wie evidence, 
and I object to his being sworn in. " Then the 
priiiui fade evidence would have been equal on 
each side; and the evidence being balanced, thf re 
would have been no prima fide evidence at alf 

So the prima fade evidence which is ofiered in 
this ease is the evidence of the Seoatei'the formal 
uithoritKAnd anthentie avidenoe of the Senate, 
one of twhrandiea of the Lqpdatore of Indiana, 
by which this eteetion nrait have been made, 
protesting and showing that no such election coukl 



be or hea been made; while on the other hand all 
the trrima/scie evidence there is for the claimant, 
is that of a Governor who bad nothing to do with 
making the election, and was no party to it, but 
was a stranger to it, and who makes bis statement 
hi^rical by reciting that it has been certified by 
somebody to him that such an election did take 
place. 

Sir, I am bound to believe, I do believe, I shall 
be content to believe, that this election has been 
made in the State of Indiana; that the proceed- 
ings have been conducted in good ihiUi; and that 
the honorable genUeman who comes here elaimsa 
seat to which he supposes, and to which the Gov- 
ernor who sent him nere supposes, he is entitled 
in good faith; but I must say at the same time, 
that if ever a seat shall be fraudulently claimed 
in the Senate of the United States by a man who 
was not elected at the time, at the place, and in 
the manner prescribed by the Constitution and 
laws, but was fraudulently elected, that would 
be a case in which that person would come in and 
be entitled to take his seat here, after we shall 
have decided that we have only one ear open at 
one time instead of two ears, and that the one ia 
open to the certificate of a Governor reciting tliat 
he has been informed that a claimant who is a 

E artisan of his has been elected a member of this 
ody, and the other ear with which God has en- 
dowed us is claeed, and that it is incapable of re- 
ceiving, and must not receive, higher proof on the 
other side that no such election Tias been made. 

Mr. FUGH. Mr. President, the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Seward] has cc^p^ctly stated 
the question which is before the Senate. Itie not 
whether Mr. Fitch has been elected a Senator 
by the Legislature of the State of Indiana ataU; 
but the question is, whether he presents to the 
Senate that testimonial which entitles him to be 
admitted for the present to a seat in this Cham, 
ber i The distinction has been settled from the 
earliest times between an officer de jure and an 
officer de facto. If Mr. Fitch has the proper cre- 
dentials, he is entitled tobe sworn in, and to keep 
his seat until some person comes to contest his 
right. It is a question of order, it is a queedon of 
law; and inst^ of being a question of disputed 
precedents, I undertake to say that, with the ex- 
ception Qf uie New Jersey case, which stood upon 
special circumstances, the Senator from New York 
cannot find any precedent, either in the British 
Parliament, or in American leeislative assem- 
blies, where this question baa Been entertained 
on a presentation of the credentials. 

I will advert to the question first, as one of 
reason, and second, as one of authority, following 
the Senator's own division. I will commence, 
for instance, with the other House of Congress, 
for the case most be as atrongjwe as it is there. 
The proTisioD relative to the eHKon of members 
of the Senate are the same as those relaUve to the 
election of members of the House of Represent- 
atives. ^1 the members of that House meet on 
a given day. How are they to know each other ? 
How are they to know who is entitled to vote ? 
How are they to distinguish themselves from the 
vaet number of their rellow-citizens who may con- 
gregate there on a given occasion ? It is because 
each one of them has the evidence — that evidence 
which must, in the nature of things, be conclueive 
in the first instance, for unless it be conclusive in 
the firat^ instance, they never can have a House. 
If one 'member may rise and object to A B, on 
the ground that his credential is a false one, every 
member's credentials may be objected to, and 
there being no HouM to settle such a question, 
there must be perpetual disorder. It is the tame 
question in practice here. 

On the 4th day of March^ 1855, this body could 
have been in session; it might have been in ses- 
sion ; and for the purpose or the ai^ument, I will 
take it to have been m session. Two thirds of 
the Senators hold over,and the rightof theoiher 
third, irdulyelected,<li Tote upon every question 
of a contested seat, was just as sacred as the 
right of Senators who held over. If the gentle- 
man who now applies from the Slate of Indiana, 
liad then presented this paper to us, and the Sen- 
ator from Illinois had objected to it, I diould have 
objected to the paperof the Senator firmn Illinois, 
and the same argument would have exduded him 
ftum being awom and tnm voting, and probably 
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some Senator would have objected to my creden* 
Uole; and thus either the two thirds that held 
over must decide every question, in exclusion of 
the right of one third who are elected and have a 
right to be heard, or else we are to have a scene 
of confusion, by which the new Senators areob* 
jecting to each other's papers. 

Our practice stands on the principle, that for 
the puqiose of oiganizing, for iJie. purpose of 
starting out, forthe purpose of ascertaining in the 
first instance who are the members enutled to. 
form a legtslaliva body, there must be one com- 
mon evidence which,atthe firfetbIu8h,prt»M./bei« 
as thevsay in Latin, is to be received as conclu- 
sive. /That is a settled proposition of law. Here 
it is in the old hom-book, Blackstone's Commen- 
taries. In England the election for members of 
the House of Commons is held, and the sheriff 
of the county is the returning officer. He return* 
upon the back of the precept addressed to him, 
sued out of ehancery, that A, B, C, and D ara 
elected. What ia the force of the return ? Hera 
it is: 

"If the fherilT doe* not return met kn^ta only as are 
duly Ktcctcd, tie forfeltR, by the old statutca of Henry VI., 
£100, and the returning otRcerln borou{[h8,foraliku fUse 
return, £40; and they are, beBid^linblv to ou actltHi In 
which doubre daningei Bhall be4kcovcred, by Ibo Istu 
statutes of King William ; and any person bribing the re- 
turning officer shall also Ibrltoit £'JoO. But the members 
returned by him are the aiulnx inembera until the IIoiuw 
of Commons, upon petition, ehall adjudge the return to DS 
ftilse and illegal." 

That is the proposition. It is the same proposi- 
tion by which every officer acts. There must be. 
at some period of time, some person authorized 
by the law to examine the returns of the election, 
to certify the result of it, and that certificate must 
be sufficient toauthorize the party to enter on the 
performance of the duties of the office, end to taka 
the emoruments, if there be any. Here is a man 
elected constable. He has the proper commis- 
sion; he proceeds to execute his warrant; and the 
man whom he purposes to arrest says: " You 
were never elected constable, and I propose to 
resist you for the purpose of trying your title." 
That is the question. 

This gentlemaa presents himself with a paper, 
which, for the purposes of this branch of the 
argamentf I assume to be sufficient, and upon lha 
presentation of it, what is our duty ? To admin- 
ister the oath of office. If tlie Senate of the State 
of Indiana, or if any person wishes to contest his 
election, he or they must proceed according to 
the usual method of having it heard before the 
Senate, or, if the Senate choose to refer it to a 
committee — before a committee. That alwayc 
was the law. So far as this body is concerned, 
there is not a contrary precedent to be found. I 
may allude to the case of the Senator from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Truhbcll] himself. A large number 
of tha members of the Legislature of his Stale 
sent their protest here a§ainat his election, upon 
the ground that he was incompetent to hold the 
office. I believed the protest was true; I voted 
afterwards tliat it was true; and though the Sen- 
ate overruled me, I adhere to the opinion I then 
expfeased. I belieVed the Senator incompetent 
to hold the seat. The Senator from deorgia 
[Mr. Toombs] says he agreed willi nte. Did we 
raise any objection to nia being sworn! Wa 
recognized that his credentials were sufficient for 
present purposes. 

I then turn to the case of the Senator from Iowa, 
whom the Senate afterwards, upon full argument, 
contrary to my opinion to be euru, adjudged never 
to have been elected. When his credentials were 
presented, the protest from the Senate of Iowa 
was read , and there was not even a quoetion made. 
The oath was administered to him, and the cre- 
dentials, with the protest, were referred to the 
Commillee on the Judiciary. 

Then I come to the case of thepredecessor of 
the Senator from Illinois — I mean General Shields, 
who was decided by the Senate to be incompetent 
to hold the office of Senator,but who, on the pre- 
sentation of hia credentials, was sworn in. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think the honorable Sena- 
tor says we find no case in lAieh the oiUb waa 
nsAidminisured. ' 

Mr.PlTGH. Yes. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will ha indulge me wiA 
showing him a ease, and a recent one i If it ia 
inconvenient to him, IvilinotchTBo. Ireadfron 
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the Journal of the Senate for 1859, in the case of 
the Hon. Archibald Dixon, who claimed to be 
elected a member of the SMute (h»m the State of 
KentQckjr: 

" Mr. Jomi, of Tcnnewec, preaentcd the credentials of 
the Hon. Archibald Dixon, cbMten a Senator by the Legis- 
lunreof the ComraoBwealtliorKcnUichy, to serve for the 
unexpired torm rendered vacant by Uie reBlgn«tion of the 
lion. Henry Clny, to talit) efftct from the first day of Sep- 
tember, 18S3, until the end of the term (br whicli said Henry 
Clay wu elected; nbicb trere read. 

"Aa objection belngmadebyHr. QwiKjtoadininiBteiiDS 
tlie oath prescribed by law to the Hon. Mr. Dixon, 

" A debate ensued ; and tbo following renlution was sub- 
limed by Mr. Qwin: 

•< RetoM, That tbecredentiala of Archibald Dixon, Eaq., 
be referred to a aelcct committee of five, to coiwidcr and 
report thereon. 

And M r. MaKbitk having propoeed the following amend- 
ment: insert at the end of the rewliiiton, ' And that the 
eald Archibald DIson be now qualified and permitted to take 
bis seal in the Benato and occupy the sante pending the 
action of the said cmnmittee,' 

" Dy unanimous consent, the ptoceeding thenon wia 
mspended; and on motion, 

" OrtUrtd, That the Secretary acquaint the House of 
Sepresentauves," Stc. 

That was on the Glh day of December, 1853. 
I turn now to the Journal of the next day, De- 
cember 7: 

"The Senate rc!ininMthecoiuideT»tloaoflhGcrcdeiitiali 
of the Hnn. ArchibaldVboii,witbtbereMlntiAi submitted 
by Hf. OwiK ) and, 

" After debate, 

" On motion by Mr. Bambr, the Sodbu adjotmted.'* 

On the 8th day of December, 

" The Senate resumed the conaidemtion of the creden- 
tials of the Hon. Archibald Dixon, wlUi tlie rcKoluUon of 
Mr. GwiN ; and 

" On motion by Mr. Bjldqek, 

"Ordered, ThattbenirttiefconsldenuiontlieTeofbepoet- 
poned to Uonday next." 

I turn now to December 13, which was, that 
Monday, 

" Tbe Senate resumed the coaeideratioD of the creden- 
tials nf the Hon. Archibald OiJfoa, with tbe reeoiulion sub- 
mitted by Mr. GwiH. 

■< On motion by Mr. Himm, and by unanlmona consent, 

the Senate ndjoumedi" 

December 15: 

"The Benato resnmcd the conaldcmtim) of the credeiH 
tiabofttie Hon. Arcbibald Dixou, with tbe reaoliilioiisub- 
mltted by Mr. GwiN | and, 

" After debate, 

" On motion by Mr. Hale, 

" Ordered, That tho fbrtlicr conildemUoa thereof be 
poatponcd until to-morrow." 

December 16: 

" Tlie Senate resumed the coniideraiioa of Uie rreden- 
tlalaof the lion. Archibald DliaB,wi(li the resolution ault- 
wlltcd by Mr. Gwix; and> 

" After debate, 

" On motion tqrMr. DoiWLAi,UMSniaie a4)a<imed.*' 
December 90: 

" The Senate remmed tbe coneJdemlon of the cmden- 
(inis of the Hun. Archibald DUoaj with tho rosolutlon «A- 
miiicd by Mr. (iwi-i. 

" On motion by Mr. Jons, of Tcnneewe. to nmcnd tbe 
rewrinlton by nrlklnit out, nfter tbe word ' Anoli-erf.' ' that 
the eredentlab (tf Archibald Dixon, BM].,bn rcforretf to the 
Committee on the JwUciaiy. wIm alull consider sjid report 
tberron,'and in lieu Iberraf^inaertlng: 

" ' Tbnt the Hon. Archtbotd Dixon was duly elected by 
the Lt^rlslature of theStaia orKenlncky tn fill the vacancy 
In tbe Senate, occastnned by Iho renitpWlon of the Hon. 
Henry Clay, and Is entitled to anent therein ;' 

" ll waa determined In tlie afllrmative— yeas 87, nays IS. 

"On motion of Mr. Hale, 

"The yeas and nays being desired by one flfUi of the 
mem ben present, 

"Those who voted fn the affirmative arc : Mcsiir<i. Ad- 
ams, Atchison, Baditer, 8cll,Drooku, Duller, Chaxe, Chrkc, 
Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Dodge of lown, Fish, Geyor, llnlo, 
Jonea of Tennessoe, Mil hn-, Morton, I'rarce, Rusk, Sew- 
ard, Sniidi,epmance.Sumner, Underwood, Upham, Wade. 

« Thoae who voted in the negativn arc: Mcfii<ni. Bnynrd, 
Itorlatid, Bmdbiiry. Drialit, Cosk, Catbcart, DcSttusniirc, 
DodRf of WiscoHKin, Uanglns, Dovms, Fcluh, Givin, Ma- 
■on, Norris, Toucey, Wcller. 

" So the propo!4cd amendment was a|trecd to. 

" On the quudUnn lo a^ree to the resolution aa amended, 

*' ll pBSHed in the afflnnative ; and 

" The oath prcseilbod bylaw wni DdmtitliKred to Hr. 
Dixon, and he imk his sr«i fn the Senate." 

After a dt-bnte of fourteen days, in which the 
Beiiatc — instead of ordering the subject to be in- 

Suired of, and in tho mean time admitting the 
enatorto his aeat— ^proceeded to investigate it at 
once, and did not admit him to a seat until it was 
decided. 

Mr. PtTGH. Mr. President 

Mr.RUSK. The Senator from Ohio will aUfcW- 
me a moment. The case cited by the Senator 
from New York is not at all in pomt, and I am 
rather aitonithed that he should cite it. In that 



case, there were two Senators on the floor occu- 
pying Beats from the State of Kentucky, and there 
waa a contest between certain gentlemen as to 
who were entitled ; and the Senate, by swearing 
in the man who presented the new certificate, 
would have been in the position of admitting 
three Senators on the floor from Kentucky.* It 
was not a question of admitting the gentleman 
who nresenud credentials, but of turning out one 
who had been admitted. 

Mr. BRIGETT. The Scnatorftvm Ohio yields 
me the floor. The Senator from Tezaa is cor- 
rect in stating that there is no analogy whatever 
between the caae read by the Senait)r from New 
York and the ease now under consideration. In 
the contested cbbb from Kentucky there waa a 
sitting member on this floor occupying this very 
seat. The claim aet up by Mr. Dixon whs for this 
seat. There is no analogy between the fafits in 
that and the present case. 

I do not intend, Mr. President, to be betrayed 
into anything like an ailment or statement of 
the facts connected with (his case at this time, for 
the reason that I believe it would be an indignity 
ofTcred to the State that I have the honor to rep- 
resent here. Neither the Senator from Illinois 

(Mr. TniTHBirLL] nor the Senator from Now York 
Mr. Scward] can refer to a single precedent 
where (he right of a Senator, presenting such a 
certificate as my colleague presents hero to-day, 
to be sworn, hns been questioncdT 

The cases cited by the Senator from Illinois 
are cases where the question as to the T.ilidity of 
appointment arose on thefiiceofthe paper. My 
colleague clqims to be elected by a majority vote 
of the Legislature of the State that he proposes 
representing if he is sworn here; and he has re- 
ceived that vote. The protest that has been read 
here this morning I intend to show, before this 
cose closes, is incorrect in acTcral particulars. 

But, as I said, I intend to be betrayed into no 
argument of the facta or the law of this case 
until the oath is administered to my colleague. 
Neither the Senator from Illinois nor the Senator 
from New York, I repeat, can refer to a single 
precedent where the ri^t of a Senator to %e 
sworn liofl been questioned, preaentine such a 
certificate os my colleague presents, Tne object 
of this argument in advance, permit me to say, is 
to prejudice the' public mind, and to prercnt an 
impartial adjudication of the facts in this ease. 
After my colleague shall have been sworn, and 
the whole matter referred to an appropriate com- 
mittee, I propose identifying the Senator from 
New York and the Senator from Illinois, and 
other members of that party, with an effort to dis- 
organize aad break up the local government of 
Indiana, and to produce a state of anarchy not 
calculated Lo preserve the peace and perpetuity of 
tho States. I tn^nd to show that they have been 
the counaelora md ndvincrs, nnil now seek to take 
ndvantnge of the very state of things that they 
represeiri exists in the State of Indian^ This is 
no new question to cither of the Senanrs I have 
referred to; they arc na conversant with all the 
facts aa 1 am; because I have reason to believe 
they have countenanced and counseled this very 
revolutionary movement on the part ofthosewho 
have been engaged in it in Indiana. 

My colleasue has received eighty-three out of 
the one hundred and fifty votes of the regularly 
commissioned Senators and Representatives of 
the Slate of Indiana ; and when this qucs^in shall 
have been referred to an appropriate committee, 
and all the facts fhirly canvassed, 1 have not on 
earlhly doubt that this body will decide that he 
is entitled to a scat here. I sny that the cfibrt of 
the Senators from Illinois and New York is un- 
parliamentary and unheard of here. I can refer 
to precedent after precedent before me — I can 
refer to the case of the Senator from Florida, 
[Mr. Mallort,] the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Trumbull] himself, the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. 
Harlan,] and various ot^rs, as preeedeots to 
show that their right to bvWwom was not qnes- 
tioned. 

I repeat I do not intend to be bstra^ed into an 
argument on the facts and the law arising upon 
the facta of this ease at this time. After my col- 
league shall have been treated with that deference 
wiui which it has been the uniform practice of 
this body to treat gentlsmeti presentmg sDch a 
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certificate as that which he preients, I shall be 
prepared to meet the Senator from New Yore, 
the Senator from Illinois, and the party to vaiij 
they belong, on the true issue. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the hor- 
orable Senator from (Mo, I propose to r^ad wh:t 
I find that I did not read — the whole of Mr. Dii. 
on's case. On the 13th day of December, 18S&, 
I read to the bottom of the page: 

" The Senate resumed tbe eonridention of tbe rr»in- 
tials of the Hon. Archibald OlzoB, will) ibe restdmKa 
inttlcd by Mr. Gwik. 

" On motion by Ur. Buktsr, and by unaniBtoa* n^. 
sent"— 

There I supposed the record ended; bis I 
omitted to turn over tho page. On doing Mi,I 
find the record to reitd:* 

"OnmoiionbyMr. Haims,and by onaninouiroEws, 

" Ordered, That until the question Uiervon be 4*^.- k 
the name nf Mr. Meriwethex be omitted in any cx'. 
the ycoa and nays." 

I have nothing fur^er to say now- So &r u 
the indictment which is to be preferred a^,- 
mo by the Senator from Indiana is eoneerDt:^, 1 
shall not plead to it until the true bill is dtllJp.'^ 
sented. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will tbe Senator ftu 
Ohio allow me to reply l»ieAy to the Senator frx 
New York? 

Mr. PUQH. I believe I never refused to x'vK 
the floor to a Senator; but lest this matter Ui'lj!^ 
degenerate into a personal controversy, I do z^a 
intend to yield the floor. 1 believe my friend frna 
South Carolina [Mr. Btrri-EBlwished lo siji 
word on the question of law. Will he say ittMt, 
or wait until 1 conclude ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not in the firat instwi 
intend to take any port in this debate, resert:r( 
my judgment; but as I have hod raoreezperiu'^u 
unfortunately, in regard to these cases, and im 
bad committed to my Jurisdiction, as fiur as I ns 
connected with the Judiciary Commitiee, bK'Y 
caaes, I suppose, than any other gentleman w 
floor, I will give the resiut of my judgment ujm 
the matter merely; I do not intend to argac i:it 
all. 

In the cose of Judge Phelps, of Vermmn, i* ' 
took his Beat, and held it during the session, ui 
I behcve longer, with the fact apparent, if iil^b! 
been brought to the notice of the Senate— 1 1.^ 
not know whether it was diaclosed at the time a 
not— that the appointment by the Goveraor wm 
invalid; and that was finally the opinion of ife 
Senate. In the ease of Mr. Williams, of 5ct 
Hampshire, it was very apparent that hewu»^ ' 
entitled to his seat, if it baa been disclosed to 
Senate. 

Mr. COLLIER. Will the Senator pmi: 
me to ask, were not both thoae instances cu>: 
where the gentlemen were entitled to their saa i 
when they presented th^ir certificates, apd it 
difficulty waa because there had been an u.ij' 
vening Legislature? i 

Mr. BUTLER. I know that; bat thesesietk 
Acts. 

Mr. COLLAMER. They had a right to tVir ' 
seats when they took them. T^e question «it, i 
whether they had a right to hold over? ! 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not undertake to sar: I 
give the redtal simply. In regard to their V-> 
morily Udung their seats, I do not undertak-' a 
say how the Act was; but in regard to their h- 
ing over, that case was disclosed to the Sena-- a 
much ^ one time as another. In regard to Mt. 
Winthrop, I recollect distinctly the question k a. 
whether ne was entitled to retain his seat 
the fact wu announced to the Senate that yjq 
Rantoul had been elected in his place; and it«s| 
decided that he was entitled to retain hisseatu ■ 
Mr. Rantoul made his appearance, or ac«'p:-i^ 
I am not mistaken as to that. J 

In the case of Mr. TRDMBin.L, of Itlinnls, m 
retained his seat in the face of the nrotesL m 
the case of the gentleman from Iowa, neceri^n 
retained it in face of the protest. j 

Now, I distinguish very much between the t.:l'^|^ 
or>he right to a seal, and Uie evidence of 
All these proceedings an in the nature of 
MMmmtof,* and aa for as I have examined tMl 
subject, and as far as I have any experience Ji 
relation to it, it has been in the natunppf a pt 
tnoTsnto, askii^ the silting membw to sDf>w earn: 
why he sliould rstnjijhe aeat, andbe has th^>t»' 
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cause on that ground. Th&thU been the distinct 
uaM, aa Aur as i can apeak. 

I jeeoUect what took place iB the eaae between 
Mr> Meriwether and Mr. Dixon. I woe here. 
J waa of opinion thai Mr. Meriwether was not 
entitled to the scat; but the question was, whether 
Mr. Cla^ could make a prospective resignation, 
/n^jbrhcther there was a vacancy on Mr. Clay's 
death ? In all these cases, and every one to which 
I have adverted, withnut exception, since I have 
been here, the seal of the State has been so far 
irespcctcd that nobody has disputed the right of 
the member holding it to take his scat— 4iot a 
sinele eaae» as far as I know of. 

The Senator iVom New York asks, what rij;ht 
has a Oorernor to ^tve a certificate? I will ask 
the Senator what right has anyone to come here 
unleaa he does come here with some evidence 
from his State, or offers such unquestionable ovi- 
dence that no one can dispute it? 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to explain i 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly; for I ihooght it 
was an astonishing proposition. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am here without nny cer- 
ttficatc, or commission, or other evidence from 
tlic Giovernor of the State of New York, and so 
with tny colleague; and there has never lK»n a 
Senator from the State of New York certified to 
this Senate, so far as I know or believe, by any 
Governor; and if all the Governors in Iho State 
should to-morrow certify tb^ we were not enti- 
tled to be fa«e, it would be overbalanced by the 
primafacie proof of the certificates mode by the 
presidefits and clerks of the two Houses of tlic 
Legislature who are charged to elect Senators, and 
who certify to Congress that we are elected. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mind what my remark was. 
1 said they must come here under the seal of thoi 
State, or with such uaquestioaable evidence as 
no one could dispute. J do not know that my 
credentials have been filed yet. My friend from 
Kentucky and myself took seats without our cre- 
dentials; but no one disputed our right. I say 
the ordinary mode in waich you approacli the 
Senate of the United States, and I hope it will be 
the common mode, is under the seal of one of the 
sovereign States of this Union. 1 say it is the 
higbost evidence. It is the evidence recognizable 
in the old mode of proceeding. Thank wd, you 
may coll me an ola fogy if yon choose, but I will 
adhere to the primitive simplisily of former times 
when Grovornoi'S were the representatives of so ver- 
cigntics and commonwealtlis. 

rose from bis seat, advanced with 
extended arm to the Senator from South CaroUna, 
and said: "Let ns'old fogies' shako hands;" 
which elicited laughter through the Senate and 
the goUeries.] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understood the floor hod been yieliled by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to the Senator from South Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I inquire if it is competent 
for the Senator from Ohio to yield the fioor to the 
Senator from South Carolina, and retain it him- 
self at the same time ? He refused to yield it to 
me. 

Mr. PUGH. I am willing to submit that ques- 
tion to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tenpon. The Senator 
from Ohio cannot do so. The Senator fkom Illi- 
nois IB now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope wesball have no ques- 
tion of this sort. The Senator from Illinois can 
be heard aiWr the Senator from Ohio. The Sen- 
ator from Sooth Carolina wished only to say a 
word on the subject, and my friend from Ohio 

fielded him the floor. 1 trust the Senator from 
Uinois will not moke a question of this sort. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I am in very good humor 
about it, and have no idea of saying anything 
personal; but I thought that after the Senator 
from Ohio refused to yield me the lioor to reply, 
in a verT few remarks^ to tka Senator from liufi- 
ana, and then turned round and yielded it to the 
Senator from South Cnrolinai he eerfaivly had no 
right tlicn to claim it again. 
Mr. PUGH. 1 tobroit the point to theChair. 
The PREfflDENT fT» fenpere. The Chair 
decider tha Senator from UUnouiaeutiUsd to 



floor, as the Senator from Ohio yielded the iloor 
and gave it up^ but the usage has been to permit 
a Senator to yield the floor temporarilyt and then 

to go on. 

Mr. SEWARD, (to Mr. Trbmbdll.) PermiL i 
Mr. PncH to go on. He gave way to me. * 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wilt not persist in it if 
the Senator wishes to go on. I wanted to Bay 
but a few words. 

Mr. PUGH. I will simply state to the Senate 
the circumstances, and they will decide the issue 
between the Senator from Illinois and myaolf. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will have no isaue about 
it. Cro on, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. I prefer to make the statement. 
The Senator from South Carolina, while the Sen- 
ator from Indiana was on the Iloor, aekcd mo to 

Eirmit him to make a statement as to the case of 
ixon and Meriwether. He applied to me before 
the Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Go on, sir. 
Mr. PUGH. My statement, Mr. President, 
was, that this principle was not only a settled 
proposition of parliamentary Inw, but that it Blood 
on good reason; thatin the case of the oihcrHouse 
of Congress, itwaa impossible to proceed one step 
yithout this doctrine; that it was tlie doctrine 
whicli applied to all officers; that when they had 
the certificate, or commission, or whatever you 
choose to call it, from the proper authority, tliey 
were entitled to proceed in the execution of the 
duty of the oflice,and receive the emolumcnta, 
until their right was contested — not in a collateral 
way — but in a direct, legal proceeding, instituted 
for that purpose; and 1 said the precedents were 
such. * 

Now, is it necessary for me, after the state- 
menu of the Senator from Sontli Carolina and the 
Senator from Texas, to say more than a word in 
reference to the case of Mr. Dixon and Mr. Meri- 
wether? Mr. Meriwether was in his scat here. 
There waa an application to seat a third Senator, 
or unseat one already on the floor from Kentucky. 
What did the Senate? They unseated-the man 
who was upon the floor; and instead of referring 
Mr. Dixon's credentials to a.committee, pro- 
ceeded to scat him upon his credentials. If ever 
a man read hinMclf completely out of court, the 
Senator from New York did with his own book, 
for the Senate did seat Mr. Dixon. But that is 
not all. The case to .which the Senator from 
Georgia referred is complete. It occurred in tlie 
year 1833. Here arc the facts briefly: 

" On the 19ih of Jannory> Bobbliu wiu elKied 

aSeuator firom llie State of Rliodu Island for tlio lorm of six 
ycure from the 4lh ofMarch Bucceedlng. HiscrcderiliiUsiii 
due form were made nut, anA furoished in tilm ; oiid were 
in Fubruary, 1^. read in the Senate, and recorded on fta 
Journal. In October, 1833, the Gcnnral Anemblyorithode 
Inland declared thla election void o^^e ground, that the 
Lesl«laturo, by which ii wan niad*^H|p<>i at the time a 
due ind legal existence ; and proc^^^Bi the election of 
another peiw>n, ihey made choicemn. Potter. It wa« 
held, aAer Mwe, that Mr. Robt^a WS8 entitled to be aworo 
in, and take b\m weal In Uie Aist inatauce, leaving tiio valid- 
tiy of bla oBction to be determined on the ronon of a com- 
■mittee." 

Here is a cose where a Senator waa elected — 
his credsntials Aimished to him: be did not take 
bis seat at that time, for the beginning of his term 
had not arrived ; but they were furniBhed him ; and 
subsequently, not the Senate alone or the House 
alone but both bronehet of the XfCgisloture, de- 
clared the whole election to be illegal on the 
groui^that the parties who made it were no 
fegial^rs. Both these gentlemen came here in 
December, 1833; and the question for the Senate 
was, which of them should be sworn in ? Now, 
let us sec, as the Senator from New York refer? 
us to tlie early times, and to the great names of 
the Senate, what was thought of it then : 

*' Mr. PoiNsexTEa loae after the credenliiila were read, 
and said it waa not his inteniton looAbranyoptafoit on the 
merfta (tf the ouutk whtcb bad been ■donte<l by tbc Btnte 
orHhode Island, but merely to say tbat it seemed to him 
[o be a matter ot course thai Uie Senator first ctcned, and 
whose credentials were presented nt thu l.iat scsaion of the 
Senate, abonld be pemittcd to approach the Ctiab^, and 
take the oaUi ; aiid that the alheigenUeraan, who contests 
the «le<idon of Hr. nobbUu, ahouu present hit* credeatiala 
dttacr to the Committee on £lBctlona,or theCotumtttee on 
the Judiciary, and that the Senate aaerwantaahoaldreeefre 
s*report of that (.■ommlttee, and determine which of tbe 
gcnclfmen was duly elected-" 

Now here is what Mr. CUy said: 
" The fenlleman lint elected, and who bad the firfnwi 
Jade right to Us sss^ lud, iii ccntbmltjr to law^ pneenled 



hia credentials. Bis was tlie prior, and therefore the valid 
deed, and in compliance with every law and usngc he ought 
to be admitted ; but he desired it to I>e understood tliat, in 
taking this course, he wished to dw^tliing whicli would 
prcctude to the other genlleman th^^rivilegc of a full in- 
vsatigation of tiia right. He haduwd Uic term prima facie, 
liat he requested the Simntc to look at Ute credtrntinl^ pre- 
sented by Mr. Potter, which admitted on tUcf r faue the pre- 
vious election, the vnliUity oT which waa disputed on Uw 
ground of some nonconfotmlQr lu form." 

Here is what one of my predecessors, Mr. 
Ewing, said: 

" Mr. EwiNo BSid tijo question wns nn Important one. 
and the true question was, wlicther ilic \-aeaii<-y was fliiea 
fritna facie, and not whether it waa filled properly ; and if 
It waa filled, what was tlio evidence ! 1 1 was nottiinij short 
of acertiflcnwfVom tbc Governor of the Siotc, rorwnrdcilin 
the Pontite at tlie proiK-r time and la ilio ti'ual maimer, and 
now placed among its rccurdn. If,tlicn, tills evidence was 
received in tlie proper time and manner, wimt wa^ the ob 
Jcction ?" 

The Senate go determined by n large voto, and 
the Mco is set down for a precedent. This gen- 
tleman had nothing but the Governor's ccrtifiaKo. 
The Senator from New Vork says Senators from 
his State ore not in the habit oi presenting that. 
It may be the law of New York has something 
special; but I do not believe any Senator from 
Ohio has produced any paper here except the cer> 
tificate of the Govefnor. The paper which has 
been read to-day, under the signature of the Gov- 
ernor of Indiana, and with his seal, is exactly the 
paper on which the Senate admitted me to my 
seat. I believe this genllemtm is OS much entitled 
to have tlie oath administered to him as I was to 
have it administered to rac. It is the same paper* 
by the very same authority, under the great seal 
of that State, under the hand of the Governor of 
the State, its chief ofEccr, and countersigned by 
the Secretary of State. That is the paper — the 
highest evidence that any State can present to us, 
speaking by its highest officer under that seal 
which represents the incorporation of the State; 
and we are told that, at the protest of certain indi- 
viduals, with whereases as long as the moral Uw, 
~which may be true or false, I know not which— 
we are to trample under foot the great seal of the 
State of Indiana. 1 undortako to say that a ma> 
jortty of the Senators now occupyinx Mats hava 
no other evidence of their election Ticre present 
than that. If , the Senator were to call on rae to< 
day for the. evidence by which I sit here, ^pould 
give him nothing but a paper which is almost a 
transcript of the paper that has ticen reati from 
the Secretary's desk. 

But the Senator from New York indulges in 
criticism on the language of the ccrtiflcato. He 
says that it is informal. Wherein i He says the 
Governor rceilca that tlie election has been cer- 
tified to him. Of course it has been rcrtiflcd to 
him. He did not make the election. It was cer- 
tified by those who made h, or (hose who were 
autliorized to certify. He eays it is not stated 
by whom it was certified, li is anid to be certi- 
fied " by the proper autliority." Who mndo us 
Uie judge of what is the projxir authority in the 
flrst instance } Tho Governor of (he State of In- 
diana, acting under the solemnities of his official 
station, tells us that the proper authority — 1 pre- 
sume the presiding oflicers of the two branche* 
of the General Assembly, but no matter who— 
has certified the fact to him iliat tlio Legislature 
of Indiana has made this election. I undertake 
to say that no language could have been more 
appropriate; it is a form to be commended on the 
part of the Governor of the State, who grants all 
commissions under the constitution of tliat State. 
Who is the person to whom we direct a notice ? If 
we vacate tbeseai, we direct notice to theGovcmor 
of the State. He, as its representative, certifies 
that the proper officers, or proper authorities, have 
certified the fact to him, and ho therefore grants 
a commission which entitles tho party to hold the 
office until his title is declared to be invalid by a 
direct proceeding instiwtcd for that purpose, to 
wit: a contested election. 

The cases upon which tho Senator from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Trumbull,] when he first spakei re- 
marktidv were, every one of them, the awes of 
executive appointment; and it appears, with the 
tingle exception of the one of which h^ spokclaet, 
aflHFmatively on the face of the certificates tliat 
the appointments were void. In thai particular 
ease, tt doe8.not appear from the book whether it 
waa etoted on the certificate or not; but the fact 
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was, thai between the death of the predecessor, 
Mr. R«ad, and the aupoiotment of Mr. Johns, 
the Legislatore otPe faware bad held a session. 

Mr. TRTJMBwL. Allow me to interrupt the 
Senator. If he will look at the credentinJs of 
Ecnsey Johns in 1193, he will find that ihcy do 
not disclose any defect upon iheir face, and it 
docs not appear that there bad been any inter- 
vening session of the Legislature. So far as ap- 
peared by the credential, the appointment wag 
good. The credentials themseiTes are in the 
books of credentials*, I refer the Senator to that; 
I believe he has it lying on his table now. 

Mr. PUGH. Suppose I take tlie case as the 
Senator ataias it. The case is stated here in the 
book of contested elections. The cose was: ** That 
Geoi^ Read resigned his place on the 18th of 
December, 1793, and the Executive, on the 19th 
of March , 1794, appointed and commissioned the 
■aid Kensev Johns to represent the State is the 
Beaate until the next meeting of the State Legia- 
iatarc. " It waa the fact that tlie Legislature met 
in January, 1794, and adjourned in February of 
that year. Suppose that fact did not appear on 
the credentials; that is a fact of which the Senate 
would take official notice. The meeting of the 
State Legislature, and the adjournment of it, th^ 
States are bound to take notice of. Every citizen 
of Delaware was bound to take notice of it with- 
out any proclamation or authority. In that case 
the qaestion was not whether there was a proper 
fliection, for in the case of an executive appoint- 
ment the issuing of the eerlifieaie or commission 
is itself the act of election, and in those cases it 
might be well enough to examine the credential 
at the time it is presented. 

I can only say again, that these credentials 
appear to me to be perfect on their face, complete, 
iBcking no essential, coming from the proper au- 
thority, certified in due form. They m^not be 
true in point of fact. It may be that Mr. Fitch 
never was elected; and when that c^uestion comes 
to be considered , 1 shall be as willing to hear the 
arguments upon it as any one else. For present 
purposes, the single question is, whether this 
gentleman has presented the ordinary evidence 
of his right to a seat here; and if he has presented 
it, thcnt say with hia colleague, it is not only 
an inllgnity to him, but it is an indignity to the 
State of Indiana, for us to hesitate about admin- 
istering the oath. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not know 
that I con throw any light upon the subject before 
the Senate, but I tnink I can read tlie future of 
this case much belter than I can the past. The 
result probably will be, that this gentleman wiU 
beswomtnandihequestionwillberaised. After 
the Legislature of Indiana have adjourned he will 
be turned out; the Governor of Indiana will reap- 
point him, and he will hold hia seat for two years. 
That [ Ihink is its future history, in brief; but as 
1 desire to put myself right, I propose to submit 
tlie view which I entertain, ana wnich guides my 
own mind. 

I disagree, I am sorry to say, with my honor- 
able friend from NewYork, [Mr. Seward,] in 
regard tg the question which lies at the bottom of 
this case. He says that this claimant does not 
present a jnimafiiae case. I think he does clearly 
present a prima faeU case, because he brings the 
some evidence that most of us bring. He brings 
the same evidence thaUJ brought to take my seat. 
It it said by some that the Governor is made hy 
lav a certifying officer. I do not know how it is 
in other States, but it is not so in my Slate. The 
bonoralile Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Benja- 
min] tells me it is not so in hia State, He is made 
by law a certifying officer of the election of mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives of the United 
Stoles, but he is not a certifying officer of the 
election of a Senator to this body. I think, then, 
so far as that goes, the claimant has a prtma/icte 
cose; and if that were sufficient to entitle him to a 
•eat here, I should vote for swearing him in at 
once, without heutancy. Bat what la the fact? 

When I was a member of the other House, I 
knew an election to take place in the State of 
Maryland for members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives on one day, and the next day one of 
the gentlemen appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat upon the mere rumor which he pbtoined 
from the officers at the ptdls. I allude to Mr. 



Kennedy, afterwards Secretary of the Navy , who 
represented the city of Baltimore, He preaented 
a prima Jiteu case, and inasmuch as there was no 
opposition , he was sworn in. The practice, when 
|I was a member of the House of Representatives, 
was, that all the members were sworn in without 
presenting any credentials at all. I think it is so 
now. when no qaestion is raised* they do not 
even present any credentials. I know when I first 
took a seat there, I was verycareful to stowaway 
my certificate in a very safe place — as careful as 
the pilgrim in the Pilgrim's Progress 4id his roll 
— and a little more so; for I kept mine, and was 
mortified to find it was of so little account when 
I gut here. I suppose that in nineteen twentieths 
of the Slates of tins Union, the election of mem- 
bers ore here by the same evidence— the certificate 
of the Governor. There may be cases where he 
is a certifying officer by law, but I know there 
are somewhere be is not, ItiinotsointDTown 
State, and I am told by the Senator flrom Lonis- 
iana it is not so in his State, 

But, sir, there is another point — ^what is nrtma 
fade evidence ? It is simply u presumptionliable 
to be rebutted at any time and at any moment; 
and notwithstanding a presumption is raised by 
prima facie evidence, that presumption is good 
only until it is rebutted by stronger evidence, I 
do not know that I am quoting the legal lore in 
the very ipsisrimtu verbis of the writers, but that 
is the princij^e. The prima facie esse is good for 
nothing the moment it is met by a stronger case, 
and that may be in any stage of the proceed- 
ing. 

If the honorable Senator from Texas [Mr. 
Roik] will give mc^his ear for a moment, I will 
say to him, that my recollections of the case 
where Mr. Dixon presented his credentials arc 
these: During the time that controversy was 
going on, Mr. Meriwether very carefully re- 
frained from taking a seat in the Senate. My 
recollection is, that lie did not appear; that he waa 
not in sight during the whole discussion; and that 
some one of his Triends stated in his bcha1f~I 
thouglit be behaved with great modesty for a 
Senator [laughter]— on that occasion, that hodid 
not make the claim on hia own account; that it 
was made by somebody else. Am to there being 
two contestants here to sit from Kentucky, the 
honorable Senator from Texas is mistaken, or 
else my recollection is exceedingly at fault. 

Mr. RUSK. I did notsay therewcrc two con- 
testants for the seat. 1 said there was a member 
in the seat. That was the case. He came here 
from day to day. He was constantly in the Senate 
Chamber, but he authorizf^d somt-body to say 
that he was not contending for the pktce. A Sen- 
ator arose, however, when the credentials of Mr. 
Dixon were luMmted, and said that Mr. Meri- 
wether waa tu^^btor. The Senator from New 
Hampshire wnBnnembcr very well, that Mr, 
Gwiii, of California, rose and insisted that Mr. 
Meriwether was the Senator. He was placed 
in a very awkward predicament to b^sure. It 
was for the Senate to determine whether he was 
entitled. 

Mr. HALE. I will read from the Ti^ongres- 
sionol Globe of 1853, volume 26, page S31: 

" Mr. BsioiiT. It fa due, lir, lo the tote Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Meriwellier,] to say tliai he not only did 
not clnlm the aem now held by (he gdntleinan over the way. 

(Mr. Dixon,] but he did not ctahn lo contest the seat, and 
le does not now claiiu the coiopensatioa propq^l to bo 
given to Jiini." 9 

Mr. RUSK. That waa an after consideration. 
If the Senator will turn to the discussion, he will 
find that the claim was urged. 

Mr. HALE. It may be an after consideration ; 
but the truth must be the same after as before 
consideration. The fact Mr. Briobt stated, aa 
I have read, was, that Mr. Meriwether did not 
claim the seat. Now, 1 will read what Mr. Ruax 
said on that occasion — a gentleman of that name 
who tlien represented Texas. 
Mr. RUSK. Yes, air, and does now, 
Mr. HALE. He said: 

"Mr. Ross. Sof^uIhaveBeen atiirthingofHr.Heil- 
wetliei^-and twevtouB to ihat lime we wen on terms of 
personsl ftteDoablp and fnlimacy— be liss acted veTjr deli- 
cately. I have seen hloi but verv Httle dailt» tfas time, 
llii retired l>ofn the Bensle Cbsniber, sad he did not talk 
wiib menben generally. I italnk I did not see tUm more 
tbaabstf sdoaea dinet, sad Ihsa at a distance, doiiDg tbn 
ptndeaqr of the comroveriy." 



Mr. Underwood said; 

" Tbie reaolntloD, It aeents to me, In an eniaiX«ii>ent upon 
thai precedent, and one tliu 1 am not wilnng to makejou- 
leu It be avowed that there wh a coDtroveny tMtwpen Mr. 
Meiiwcthcr sod Mr. Dixon. If the cootroverty bad br«n 
avowed upon the put of Mr. Meriweilier, precedent* would 
havojiulifledtbeaUownnce; batUierohaviof beennoMub 
controversy, I cannot vote Ibr the reaolation.** 

My friend from New York [Mr, Seward] flld: 

" I think tbnt we should have had mater difficnlly ia 
eecarinB the aeat to Mr. Dixon tf Mr. Meriwethor lisd ap- 

Eenred here and claimed it. I ani. Uierefbrc, gratei'ul lo 
im, and to bin political Menda in ttiia trady, that they re- 
lieved tlie queatlan of that difficulty and embanaaament-'* 

These are the facts. Perhaps they hareeacaped 
the reco llect ion of some members. 

Mr. BUTLER, Wilt the gentleman ftvm New 
Hampshire allow me to say a word ? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly; I always haar the 
Senator with pleasure. 

Mr. BUTLER. Inthecaaaof Mr.Merimtber 
it is due to myself, and to the honorable Senator 
who represented him here, that I sbould aay this 
much: they came into the Judiciary Committee 
room, and asked my opinion, I suppose as a mere 
individual. The question was, whether or not he 
should contest the seat? He did not insist on 
contesting it. [ rather advised him not to contest 
it — and 1 believe that was about the result — bat 
to retain it, and let others contest it. He set up 
no claim for himself. 

Mr. HALE, That was exactly my recoUec- 
tion of it; and I ^ink I am confirmed by the 
record which I have read. Mr. Meriwether, ac- 
cording to mv recollection, did not appear in his 
seat at all. He might have come in anjl sat ia 
the Chamber as a spectator dunng the pendency 
of the question, as any other gentleman would by 
courteay, but I do not think. he did that. My 
trecoUection is, that he behaved with great delicacy 
and propriety; and 1 know thSt I was sorry, from- 
my personal acquaintance with him, to be obliged 
to vote against him. 

So much for that precedent. Now I come back 
to the prim* fade case. A prina fkdt case, as I 
have said, ts good until a stronger case is made. 
This prima fade case made by the Governor of 
Indiana is but the merest prims facie case. He 
is not a certifying officer. He cannot certify the 
facts. He is not a member of the Legislature. 
He is not made a certifying officer by the Con* 
stitution, the rules of the Senate, or the laws of 
the United Sutes, - But the certificate being made 
according to the usages commonly adopted for 
establishing the right in the first instance of a 
member to claim a seat on this floor, I concede, 
for the puRMsesof thisaigoment, that Mr. Fitch 
comes within that rule. Then, air, when may 
the question be raised whether he is legally en- 
titled to a seat? Some gentlemen contend that a 
primafade case, thus made, may not be rebutted, 
but that the gentleman preseniing the certificate 
must be sworn. Now, suppose a memorial 
should come here telling us that the certificate of 
the Grovernor ia a forgery — tliat it is not the sign 
manual of the Governor which it purports to be: 
should the man be sworn in then? In that case 
the paper would be just as good on its face as it 
is now. But I think it is perfectly clear, that if 
an allegation were to be made that that wu a 
forgery, and the Governor of Indiana should cer- 
tify to us that what bore liis sign-manual wu 
not his signature, but a foi^;ery, we should not 
sweer him in. 

Well, sir, if you would not swear him in when 
the certificate which he presents is declared by 
the officer whose name it bears, to be a fotgery, 
will you swear him in when a higher auihoritv 
than the Governor — an authority without whick 
the Governor has no right to mga the certificate — 
tells you that it never acted; that it never voted; 
that It never agreed to go into convention, bat 
protests uninst this action and repudiates it: alto- 
gether. These protestants do not say that the 
paper is a foi^ry; but they say it is aa worthless 
OS if it was a forgery. As it seema to me, the 

gresnntation of this evidence on the part of the 
anate of Indiana destroys and oTsrwhelma st 
OQce the prima fade case which the Qovemor's 
certificate makes. 

Avoid now, sir, aa to precedent. We all re- 
member the fiunous New Jersey case. That, I 
thinkivaathe itToageatease which ever occurred, 
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Knd I hojM there are tome ffenttomen now on this 
floor vbo wen memben of the Hodh of Repre- 
Beiitativce at that time. I perceive that the hon- 
ornblc Senator from California [Mr. Wbllsr] 
bows. lie waaooe; and I have no doubt he might 
on, and with claaaic eloquence and trnthfulneas 
sny "Ma^na panfui ?" That was a cam where 
Lhe^rtificate waa good on its ftee, and admitted 
to be BO. More than that, the officer who gave 
;he certificate in that inatance, was, by law, the 
^ertif^ng officer. He certified that the persona 
irhose names he set forlh were elected members 
if the House of RepreseDtatives; and yet the 
House of Representatives, at the risk of revolu* 
ion, kept the wheels of Government blocked, I 
)o not know how long, and refused to swear in 
liose men, because they believed, the certificate 
)f the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding, 
hat they had not received aeonstitutiobolnM^ority 
>f votes; and such was the ultimate decision of 
:he House of Representatives. On the question 
)f precedent I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to a case front the State of Delaware, Im- 
:ause it is in point. I have before me the creden- 
ials, and 1 will read them, for they are brief: 

In rhe narae of the Stats of Delawara, I, Josbiia Ciuy- 
on, Guvemor of nid BUM, to all to wbom ibew praseDU 
iball come, Breettng: * 

Wlwreu, 0«oc|e Bead, ikqnlre, one of Um Benatoia 
if nid StMB of Delaware In tbe Seuate of the Uolud 
latea of America, Hi, on the tStb day of December Isat, 
«aign tbe said office or triace of Senator, wbereby a va- 
»ncy hath happened lu tne repreaentation of this Slate fn 
be Mid Benaie, now know ye, that l,tbeiaid JoitauaClay- 



rtn, Governor of the aatd Slate, by vinna of the powers 
'e^ted la me bv tbe third section of the Am article of ibe 
:on«[ltution or tbe UDitf!d States, have,and by these prea- 
mis do, In order to sopidy the ncaiicy aforatsid, atnnbi- 
iie and appoint Kenseyjobna,oftbeconn9 of Newcastle, 
■liquire, a deaaur to repreaeiit this State in tbe Senate of 



that which may belong to the force of the txga- 
ments which I tuge. I havs understood ftom 
reading the newspapers that this Governor Wil- 
lard two years tigo exercised this very revolu- 
tionary prerogative of refusing to go into conven- 
tion to choose a Senator. I may be mistaken — I 
only get this as I get other matters of current in- 
formation of the oay, out of the newspc^rs. I 
believe, however, I am correct. The justification 
which he had — and undoubtedly it was a very 
good juatifieatibn in the minds of his political 
friends — was, that if he had permitted the Senate 
of Indiana to go into an election two years ago, 
which he prevented by his casting vote, one of 
those mntlemen who are denominated "Black 
Republicans" would probably have been elected 
Senator from the State of Indiana. To pre- 
ventthis dire catastrophe, as I understand by the 
papers — I have no record of it before me — this 
very gentleman refused to allow the Senate of 
Inamna to go into joint convention two years 
ago. But now, circumstances being changed, and 
it being" probable that a man of a different stripe 
would t>e elected, he thought he might go into 
convention tliis year without a vote of the Senate. 
I plead guilty to this— that I did tell some of my 
friends from Indiana that if they hod a patient put 
under their care this year, they had better give 
him a little of the same medicine which they them- 
selves had to lake two years ago. [Langhter.] I 
did not think anybody could comidaia of that. I 
thought that that portion of retributive justice 
which is administered this side the grave might 
as well be applied in that case as in any that had 
come before my observation for advice; and I told 
those gentlemen who. did me the honor to talk to 

me about it, thati thought it wobld be a judicious 

tic'L'niUd Slates, bere^ vuting tbe said Kenaev Joha s lL«n d fair exerdsc of a constitutional right to reflise 
with all and ainpJar tbe powers and Mtborities to tbe ■sUHR go into convention, the Other party having re- 
.fflce or Dlace of Senator belonsin.. to bold U.. samelSilf^^ ^ i„ ^ Sofaf as that ren- 

ders me obnoxious to any censure, 1 am willing 
to take it now, or after the oaUt«ball have been 
administered to Mr. Pitch, or at aliy oUier time 
the Senate may think proper. 

I am not going to justiiV either party in point 
of morals. I am not called upon to do so ; but as 
a question of legal right, 1 justify them both , and 
leave the question of morals to those who have 
to take care of their morals, which, thank God, 
is not my task. I simply put it as a question of 
political right, and I say, that if there was such 
a majority of Republicans in the Indiana House 
of Representativea two years sgo, that if the Sen- 
ate had gone into joint convention with them, a 
member of this body would have been chosen 
eontrarv to their politics, they had a legal and 
political right to refuse to go into joint conven- 
tion, and they exercised that right. Further than 
that, I have not a word to say in regard to their 
course. If they had the right two years ago, I 
say the same right exists on the other side of the 
House this year; and anything ftntrary to that 
is contrary to what I have been accustomed to 
consider as fair play. It seems, however, that 
the Governor does not think so this year. I shall 
not find fault with that. I do not hold that any 
man is obliged) becaaw he eommila an error, to 
persevere in it. He has a right to be converted 
to the truth; he has a right to have the scales fall 
from his eyes; and if an alteration of circum- 
stances ho*- produced the change in his mental, 
moral, or political viiion, lam not to find &utt 
with him. 

Then, sir, as to the questiOD of the right of 
Mr. Fitch to a seat on this floor, 1 deny it; and 
I say this is the time, this is the place, and the 
onlyappropriatetime and place, to takeobjectioils, 
when we have a knowledi;e of the facts ou which 
that denial is based. What are tho ftcti so for 
OS they have iieen made to appear? So ftr as 
they have been made to appear, you have a prims 
faeu certificate from the Governor; but to meet 
that you have presented memorials from the Sen- 
ate, and from a portion of the House of Repre- 
sent^ves, stating to yon that tbe constitution of 
the State of Indiana requires a majority of two 
thirds of each branch to make a legislative quo- 
rum; and that, without a constituUonoI quorum 
either of the House, or the Senate, a set of indi- 
viduals, no doubt a part of the Legislature, formed 
what they called a joint convention, and sent here 
the giBtttlMnaii who now claims this seat. If these 



i0ce or place of Senator belongiDf , to bold the same and 
iurclse and dtacbaiie ibe doHea ibmof until tbe next 
Meting of tbe Leclalature of tbe said State of Delaware. 
In testimony whereof, I, Joshua Clayton, Governor of 

said State, have bereunio aet my hand, and caused 

Ibe gieat seal ofthe State to be affixed, at Neweaetle, 
L. ■■] on this the lOtbdsy of March, in the year of our Lord 

1794, and of tba independence of tbe United Sutes 

tbe ssvenleralb. 
By the Governor. JAMBB BOOTH, atertt^rf. 

On the face of these credentials there wof no 
ault — there was no exception. Nothine appeared 
)n the face of the credentials to invalidate them 
tny more than appears here; but he was not al- 
owed to be sworn in, because the Senate believed 
Jiat behind the credentials there was something 
vhich ought to invalidate the certificate; and.oo 
enquiry, they so held. We are the Judces of an 
stoction; we are Uie judges of the right of any 
neraber claiming to hold a seat here. When may 
Jie question of his right be raised i May it not 
le raised at once; anuis not this the appropriate 
ilace and the appropriate time 7 If a man u un- 
lertakingtointrude himself into the Senate, whom 
imajorilyof the body believe to be illegally clsim- 
ng that place, what rule of courtesy, what rule of 
Hecedcnt is there that calls upon the Senate th let 
iiim in, when, at the same time that they let him 
n, they believe that he is not entitled to oe there, 
}r to stay one moment after he gets in ? 
^ Besides — and upon this point I quote the dis- 
inguished chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
>f the Senate— suppose you admit nim, you do 
lot postpone the question five minutes, because, 
he moment after he takes the oath, if he under- 
akes to vote or toexercise any of the ftinctions of 
i Senator, it is competent fur any member of the 
Senate to challenge his right, and, the challenge 
■aises a question of privilege, which must be set- 
>led before anything else can be disposed of; for 
t is the first duty of every legislative body to 
lurge itself of every one who is not legally enti- 
.led to be there. 

Then what are the facts in this case f The hon- 
orable Senator from Indiana [Mr. Brioht] inti- 
nwtea that there are two great offenders here, and 
some oihers — I suppose in Latin it would read 
niUlu cum aliU, who have been partiee^ criminit, 
I will plead guilty to as much as this: I have had 
i liulc counsel, and but a little, with some gentle- 
men living in the State of Indiana. GenUemen 
who want measures carried here, however, are 
sol in the habit of consulting me, for it is well 
known that I do not belong to a *' healthy oi«am-< 
utiou," and have no infiuenca here uid« irom 



be the fitcto— and they are allegations coming ftom 
a respectable source: they come from the Senats 
of Indiana in its legishuive capacity; they coma 
from enough members of the House of Repre- 
lientatives, thirty-four, to show that 'there could 
not be a constitutional quorum ofthe House left- 
ore we to go through the idle ceremony of swear- 
ing in this man? And if they are not the Aicts, 
when, where, and how is a more appropriate 
time, place, and manner to inquire into the case, 
than the very place where, ana at the very time 
when, he presento himself? There is an old 
maxim which tells us that we must oppose alt 
these things at the beginniiw ob»ia prine^, meet 
them at the threshold, and if the proceeding i« 
wrong, give no sanction to it. If this man has 
not the neht which he claims to have, will a ma- 
jority of the Senate, sitting here with these facts 
patent before them, with the Senate of the Legis- 
lature of Indiana remonstrating against it, and 
callii^ upon us by every consideration they can 
uige ubehalf of the Stale, in behalf of their own 
outraged dignity,go on to give additional strength 
to what, if their story be true, is nothing mora 
than a naked usurpation? I do not assume that 
these are the facta; I do not know them to be 
true; I am only speaking of tbe evidenoa which 
has been presented; and I say, on this flTidence» 
until it is controverted, we ought to oppose the 
adtniniatration of this oath. ^ 

There is nothing binding in precedents in con- 
nection with this matter; and if there were, tho 

frecedents have not been uniform— ^ from it, 
apprehend that a case has never oeeurred in 
which you have not heeded a remonstrance, where 
a majority of tbe Legislature, or sudi a number 
of the Legislature as ahows that a legal quorum 
could not have coDcturredin the choioa, have eonw 
to the Senate pari jmm with tha man who comes 
claimiig to be admitted, remonstrating and aay- 
ing: *' We waah ourhandsof the transaction ; and 
if he comes herC} 1ft comes as the representative 
of somebodT etas, Itot of us, for we have never 
deeted him.^' I apprehend you will search the 
annals of I^slation in all the civilized world for 
a parallel, and youwil] notfind it. Arewetobe 
turned away from this point? Is the force of 
this position to be shown by referring back to the 
practice of the Senate, which has been to vwear 
in an individual presenting a certificate where no 
objection is made — for that is tlie whole practice? 
When objections have been made, and serious 
objections have been made, the man is not to be 
sworn in. It has been so repeatedly. Itluwbeen 
sb since I have been a memlier of the Senate. It 
was so in the olden times, as the records of tbe 
Senate show, and show it repeatedly to have been 
done. I defy the ingenuity of any astute gentle- 
man on the other side to put a finger on a single 
point in the certificate of the memoer from Dela- 
ware, which I have read, and the certificate which 
is now presented, and show that the certificate 
from Delaware is wanting in a single one of the 
attributes which this presents. I perceive that 
the honorable Senator from Delaware bows, as if 
he thinks he could show a difference. 
Mr. BAYARD. Show it distinctly. . 
Mr. HALE. I know the honorable Senator's 
ingenuity as well as any man; I know how very 
finely he can spin an argument; I know how very 
keenly he can split a hair; but all he can show 
is, that the Governor of Delaware, in the com- 
mission to which I have dluded, does not exclude 
a conclusion. He does not say, " No Legisla- 
ture having convened since the vacancy occurred , 
I therefore nominate and appoint;" and I think if 
you go back to examine tne certificates of Gov- 
ernors who have sent members here in the recess 
of the Legislature, you will not find it so stated. 
I apprehend that in no sinele instance, or at least 
in very rare instances, will it be found that the 
Governor says, "A vacancy having occurred, 
and no session of the Legislature having since 
intervened, I therefore appoint;** but it haumply 
been, according to my recollection, ** A wancy 
having occurred by death,'*or resignation, as the 
case may be, '* I nereby appoint.*' 

Then this question beii^ raised, and being 
raised here in the appropriate place, and now at 
tho appropriate time, 1 am opposed to adminis- 
teriag this oath. I do not, however, admit my- 
■slC to havs been a party to^alf ji^'^J^^^ 
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m ap. adTiaer of oaf of theae proceedinga; but 
bcUcTuig, and believing coDsdentiouiIjr, if that 
yrorl is not out of order in the Senate, that thia 
man is not entitled to a seat, I mtut TOts against 

idlowing him to be aworn in. .^^^ swb cerunes tne tact or tne eiecuon or a 

Mr-HALLORY. Mr. President, I underatanaV«enator by the Le^slature, and the Senate hare 



Union baa adopted that mode. I beliRve my ovn 
State atoods almost as a solitary exception under 
her law ; but the aoivenal system since the origin 
of thtt GoTenunent hsa been that the GoTernor 
f a State certifies the fact of the election of a 



the position of the Senator who has Juat closed 
his remarks, to be on acknowledgment that the 
certificate presented from Indiana shows a prima 
Jbeie right to the aeot^ but he has gone into an 
argument on the menta of the case. Perhaps I 
can better respond to hia own argument by read- 
ing that of Mr. Halc, of New Hampshire, in 
an analogous case in 1851. Hia remarks then, 
when the seat of Mr. Mallort, of Florida, wu 
contested, were: 

'< Bat to come to tin aaked naritaof thaquMtioii,! «k, 
will) peKt deftrence, uy oTUie older membem of ihe Sen- 
•t»— I ivoDld not bsTs ■poken, being a youue man, htu) not 
tbe jMuig sandemsn ftom MmiMippi Kt ihe examfri*— I 
$A mny of tbe oU or Tomg nuuDlnra of tbo Seomie, tad 
«iddlo-aged onea too,lf UHyknowof anlnstaoceln wbich 
a BcDStor hu presented his credentials in Uie ordiniuy fiinn 
Who hka been reftised Ilia weati I puttDta question eniirelr 
IrraspeetiTe oT the nilerior merita Of Itaia caae. How wu 
tt in ttae oaae of tlie bonoraUe Senstor tttm ilUnoU I A 
^ttcation uoae tbeie ; «D objection wuDwde^and theSen- 
KUr autod in hia scat holding in hia hand evidence nhicii 
Wotitd diNiualify liiro junt as much aa ff five hundred con- 
11 Hint' bad bean here. That fkct wu known to the Ben- 
•teiaodrattiD tbeibceofit, dte SeDKiorwaatinaDlBDOualjr 
•dmiued to take hia oath aad his a«at, and then In^ fbw 
daVa an laveailmllon waa had. But while the contest ia 
going 00) the individual pteMnting the common evidence 
wuefa yon and 1 and eveir member of the Senate taaTo— 
tiM cenifioBte Iron tbe executive gdkier of the Comam- 
wcajtb— ia entitled to liJs aeat. " 

That was the opinion of theSaaatorfWtm New 
Haflopshire in loSli precisely opposite to the 
•pinion whinh he expreaaes sow. I thought at 
mat time that he waa correct; the Senate thought 
•o; and be was very fortunate in having the entire 
Senate concur with him on that occasion. Mr. 
OUrTfOf Kentucky, I belioTe made hia last speech 
in tha Senate on tliBt oeoMion. He aeid, at the 
eloee of the debate: 

*< Feeble aa I am, I cannot nftain ftom making a ftw 
aMilional obaervatioQa. There ienodoabtoruwdnfrani 
the rigbtof tbiabody todetetmlae ^queationaofeloctlana 
of it* memben. Tbe quaatiou ia aa to the method of doing 
tbia, and that queatioo Ima been eettlcd, I believe, by every 
deJiMrative body npon earU). Itisthis: tf there is a con- 
takt by two claiming tiie aame aeat, the party having the 
lilimnilfciia the seat, and llie otiier pany preaenta bla peti- 
tion claijaing it ;iliat petition la refeired to a committee ; it 
g^I)orted upon by tbe committee ind acted upon by the 

That discussion arose upon a resolution intro- 
duced by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr.BRiouT,] 
that tbe credentials of the claiminc Senator from 
Florida, with the protest against his right to the 
seat, should be refened to a committee of five, to 
be raised by the Senate, and that the Senator 
should not take his seat then; but on a full dis- 
cussion, in which the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire himself bore a very conspieuous part, the 
Senator from Indiana withdrew his proposition 
to submit the case to a committee of fire, and tlie 
Senate voted unnnimoudy to admit the Senator 
from Florida to his seat. 

Mr. BAYARD. The question in this case, 
Mr. President, is not what may be the ultimate 
deciaion of the Senate aa to the legality of the 
election of Senator of the United States that has 
taken place in the State of Indiana. The simple 
question is, whether there is sufficient prima fucie 
evidence, or a sufficient certificate presented, to 
entitle the party presenting it to b^. sworn as a 
Senator. Objection is made. There appears to 
be a difference of opinion. The honorable Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire supposes that the case 
which he cited from my own State cannot be dis- 
tinguished aa to the form of ihc certificate from 
the one now presented to the Senate. I agree 
with him there; the certificate was as efiectuoJ in 
the one case as in the other; and vet the gentle- 
man appointed by the Governor of Delaware was 
not admitted to a aeat as a Senator. Is there not 
a distinction between the cases; and is there not 
a plaijjk broad, palpable, legal diatincUon, which 
tbe imnd of every lawyer must recognize, that 
Yuns throughout every case which has been de- 
cided in the Senate ? 1 will state it in terms. 

It is too late now to qnestion the point whether 
the Governor of a Statels the proper person to 
certj^ the election of a Senator to the Senate of 
the United States. Almost every State of the 



always received his certificate as sufficient evi* 
dence to entitle the party to his seat until it is 
shown afterwards, on iotjuiry, that he is not en- 
titled to the aeat. It is too iMe now to raise any 
question as to whether another or different form 
might have been more properly adopted in the 
first instance. Every Senator wno presents him- 
aelf for acceptance into the Senate as a member 
of the body, comes with the facts certified by the 
Gh>vemor — there may be a slight variation in the 
forms of the certificates, but the usual certificate 
ia a mere statement of the fact that the person 
has been elected by tlie Legislature of his State 
to a seat in the Senate of the United Statca for a 
certain period. That is the certificate in this case. 
The Governor certifies that Mr. Fitch wafl,on tbe 
4th of February, elected by the Legislature of 
Indiana a Senator for the term ending on the 4th 
of March, 1861. The fact, therefore, comes to 
us wiUi that species of official certificate which 
entitles the party to take his seat in theSetiateas 
having the return. 

The distinction, to my mind, is plain between 
such a case as this and the cases cited — there are 
three or four of them — where the Senate in the 
first instance refused to eeat the claimant on the 
certificate. The distinction is, tliat whenever the 
fact goea to the authority to elect, and that fact is 
one which the Senate will judicially notice — a fact 
which reals in history tmudoes not rest in inquiry 
or proof-^then the objection may be made in the 
first instance, and the party will not be sworn in 
until it is settled. You have the case of Mr, Job ~ 



period of time at which Mr. Clay declared be 
would resign. Mr. Clay died in th$ interim, and 
the Governor appointaa Mr. Meriwether to an 
actual vacancy. That fact, of course, was one 
to be judictafly noticed. That case was, in my 
judgment, clearly decided wrongly by the Senate, 
though I took no part in the debate, being then a 
young member of the body; but I ceilhimy 4|ial^ 
take part if ever such a question comes up again. 
There the facts were all matters to be judicially 
noticed; such aa when the vacancy took effect; 
when the Legislature elected; when they were in 
session; and the whole question was,wnetherthe 
Legislature could, before the vacancy occurred, 
mue on election in anticipation, or wlietfaer the 
power to elect did not, under the Conatitudon of 
the United States, vest in the Legislature which 
should meet next after the vacancy occurred, 
subject to the executive power of appointment 
existing in the mean time. 

In the' case of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Shields,] the question was one of fact to be estob* 
lished by proof. Accordingly, although he wa« 
ultimately deprived of his seat by the Senate when 
the fact was established, yet, inasmuch as it wa& 
not a fact which the Senate could judicially notice, 
whether he was or wta not a qualified person, 
beeausQ that must be a subject^natter of proof, 
the Senate allowed him to be sworn in and sifier- 
warda went into the inquiry. 

You will find in every caae, whether that of 
Mr. Johns, or Mr. Lanman, or any other, thai 
the Senate always allowed tbe party presenting 
the certificate to be sworn in, unless Uie matter 
of fact, going to the validity of the election or 
appointment, was one which could be judicially 
noticed by the Senate or a court of justice — one 
of those historical facta which you must notice, 



.Johnia tandnotaquestiondcpendingonproof tobetaken 
from my State in 1794; you have the case of Mr.^ "by testimony or otherwise. Where the fact is 



Lanman from Connecticut; you have the case of 
Mr. Dixon frtmi Kentucky; you have the case 
of General SuRds from Illinois. In all these 
cases evidently the distinction to which I have 
alluded was lecognized. In the case of Mr. Johns 
the certificate was regular, so far as regarded tbe 
fact that he had been anpointed by tbe executive; 
but the Legislature haa l>een in session and had 
adjourned in the interim between the time when 
his predecessor died and the date of his appoint- 
ment, and the Senate idways judicially notices, 
for all purposes of decision here, the time when 
the Legislature meets and adjourna. That fact 
requires no proof. We certainly deaded that 
point in the case of Mr. Phelps. We decided in 
the case of Mr. Phelps, that we would judicially 
notice the time of meeting and adjournment of the 
Legislature. 

You cannot reconcile the decisions of this body 
on any other griMind than that there are certain 
facts which you will judicially notice, and that 
where those la«t* strike at the alleged authority 
which makes the appointment, you will not allow 
the person to take his seat until an inquiry be 
made. This was the fact in Lanman 's case. Mr. 
Lanman, antecedently to the 4th of March, 1825, 
I think on the 8th of February, was appointed by 
the Executive of Connecticut a Senator until the 
next meetine of the Legislature. That term com- 
menced on the 4th of March. When he presented 
himself at the special session of t)ie Senate to 
claim his seat, the objection was made that he 
was not entitled, and he was never iSworn in; the 
Senate (ovenuUng the decision in Traey'a case, 
which had been ruled the other way in the early 
history of the Government by a close porty vote) 
deciding thut the Executive had no authority to 
appoint to a full constitutional term; or, in other 
words, that Ihc expiration of a regular term did not 
create a vacancy within tbe meaning q{ the Con- 
stitution. Of coorae, on the face of the certificate, 
the time of appointment appeared, and the Senate 
necessarily judicially noticed its own terms. 

In the case of Mr. Dixon, precisely the same 
legal principle applied. Mr. Meriwether had 
received an appointment from the Executive of 
Kentucky, toliold during the vacancy created by 
the death of Mr. Clay. Mr. Clay had resicned 
by anticipation to take effect on a fUture day. 
Before that time arrived, the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky, being in session, undertook to eleeteSen- 
ator wiiose term of service sfai/u)d begin at Uu 



one judicially noticed, the Senate reAises to admit 
the^Dorty to a seat until the question of law is 
decioed; but when there is a question of fact to 
be delermined on which there may be counter 
testimony on both sides, and the party preaeDts 
a certificate of election from the nghtnil author- 
ity to ^ve tbe credential, that case is not to be 
found in the record of the Senate in which he has 
not been invariably sworn in. That is the ques- 
tion here, as fares lean perceive. The Governor 
of the State of Indiana certifies that, on the 4Ui 
of February last, Graham N. Fitch was clech-d 
a Senator for the State of Indiana until the 4ih 
day of March, 1861. That is the certificate under 
the great seal of the State. The testimony pre- 
sented on the other side is a paper sworn to be- 
fore a notary public, which fa but questionable 
evidence of course. You cannot tell anythine 
more about it than that it comes here*not certified 
under any sea], but a mere ex parte affidavit made 
by two individuals calling themselves the Seot- 
tary and Assistant Secretary of the State of In- 
diana, that such and such is a copy of the record 
of asingle branch of the Indiana Legislature. l» 
not that a matter to be proved by inquiry ? If 
so, then of nccesaity, out of respect to the Stale, 
and for the purpose of organization, you cannot 
keep the claimatit out of nis seat on a disputed 
question of Act. If all the facts were before 
you, and they were facta which you would judi- 
cially notice without proof, you ought to decide 
the question of law at once, and give or refuse 
the aeat according to your opinion of the law; 
but when there are disputed questions of fact, the 
right of the State, as well as the necessity of ths 
oiganizBtion of tlie body, requires that the party 
should be admitted to nia seat on the return ca 
the returning officer; for there is the substance; 
and then, ttiaton an investigation of the facts, 
wheA thev are proved to your satisfkction, you 
shall decide whether the party is legally a Sena- 
tor or not. 

Thia seems to me to be a plain and cTident 
distinction between the case now before the Sen- 
ate and the case cited by the Setwtor frona New 
Hampshire as cominf from my own Slate, and 
Lanman'a,and the other cases which I hare men- 
tioned. I think there will be found to be no ex- 
ception where a Senator haa been refused a seat 
in the first instance, unless where'the point in- 
volved was one pf wliich the Senate would judi- 
cially take noticia. 
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The Sennior from New Hampahtre BuppoBei 
the case of a forged paper being presented, and 
hi; askn, would jrou oilmtt a party claiminga Beat 
iiiiijcr such an uutrument i That is a very dif- 
fiTent qucfltiou. There ia no aUeffatton here that 
this paper doe« not aprirg from tne GoTernor of 
Indiana. The reason why it haB his official au- 
tlienticatiSh i^tJiat hp ia the returning officer, and 
'if ihe paper be genuine it gives the prima facie 
right to the seat, and any facts must be subse- 
quently ascertained in order to displace the claim- 
ant. Of course, the whole validity of the paper is 
afTected by a question as to its genuineness. If 
that allegation be made — if there be a scintilla of 
evidence to show that thia paper is not the cer- 
tificate of Goveroor Willard, as it represents it- 
self to be, under the great seal of the State of 
Indiana, and that the seat was not affixed by his 
order and direction, the case would present a very 
difiiTent aspect. But I have heard no intimation 
of liny thing of that kind, but simply an allegation 
that the Governor of the Stato has certified erro- 
neously as to the fact of election. I say you can- 
not now raise that question, because the official 
certificaLe entitles ihe claimant to the seat, unless 
his claim depend on facts which you will judi- 
cially notice. If the facta be matters of proof to 
destroy Lhe.effect of the official certificatei the 
party must be avorn in and bold hia seat until 
tlie facts be ascertained by proof. 

Mr. NOURSE. Mr. President, the constitu- 
tional provision in relation to this matter is, that 
" the Senate of the Qiiited States shall be com- 

Eoscd of two Senators from each State chosen 
y the Legislature thereof, for six years;" and 1 
presume lUI persona who Iiave been thus chosen 
ore clearly entitled to seats in this body for the 
time for which they have been chosen; and if 
they come here claiming that right, and establisU 
it by satisfactory proof of the fact of their elei^ 
tion, it is the duty of the Senate to receive them 
as Buch, and to give them their seats. The ques- 
tion of what evidence tJie Senate shall require in 
order to be aatisficd of the fact of an election, ia 
wholly within their own discrctioo. They may 
adopt any rule they please, or they may adopt no 
rule at all, at their pleasure; but it is their simple 
duty to be satisfied of the fact. 

The distinction has been raised between prima 
facie evidence and full evidence, and very prop- 
erly raised, for undoubtedly gentlemen have been 
continually, in this body, as in all legislative 
bodies, received upon prima facie evidence, which 
prima facie evidence has afterwards been over- 
-ome by stronger evidence. But has there ever 
been a rule of the Senate establishing what shall 
sonatiluto a prima faeie case, what shall be pHw 
facte evidence, and what aluUl not be ? It has 
been argued here, that the certificate of the Gov- 
jrnor, and that alone, is prima facie evidence; but 
[hat is answered at once by the fact that the Sen- 
itorafrora New York never have presenled such 
1 certificate at all; but yet they presented evidence 
Jiatwos satisfactory, not only as a prima facie 
»Be,but aa a futt cose. Again, other gentlemen 
[lave been received lierc on the mere declaration 
Mt they had been elected. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator mistook the prop- 
»ition. The proixHutionwoa, that whatever was 
he usual credential from the Stato, constituted 
he i>riina./<iei« evidence. 

Mr. NOURSE. Agreed. I was not answering 
he gentleman from Ohio particularly, but the 
^neral current of the debate. 

Mr. PUGH. Prom the State of Indiana, the 
isuu] course lias been to present a certificate from 
he Governor. , 

Mr.NOURSE. Ifthegentlemanhadpermitted 
ue to go on, he would perceive that be had mis- 
akcn tne point of my argument; and that point 
1 will proceed to atate, so that there may be no 
nisapprehenaion about it. I say that the prima 
facte evidence in the case is that which is pre- 
lented at the time; and a pnmafaeie case is itjade 
>ut when, taking ail the evidence before the body 
It the time, the member is entitled to hta seat 
mtil that evidenco ia contro¥erted. It ia perfect, 
iaked usurpation, a distinction which is not war- 
ranted at allt to aay that you will select out of 
:he evidence that is before thia body what you 
will regard in the case, and what you will throw 
uide. The prima facie case now, whatever it 



was in the beginning, when the certificate was 
read, rests on all the eTidenco which the Senate 
have before them; and the naked question now 
to be settled u, do Senatora believe, with all the 
evidence that ia now before ibem, that this niaa 
is entitled to hia seat? ' They are not tied down 
to certificates. 

Now, to answer the gentleman from Ohio in his 
technical objection ; Suppose that tn his own State, 
where the certificate of the Governor is the evi- 
dence, and the mode of certifying is made le^ 
and pointed out by law, a man comes here claim- 
ing a seat under such a certificate, and there comes 
at the same moment a paper signed by every iden- 
ucal member of the legislature by whom the Sen- 
ator must have been choaen, and by whom the 
Governor certifies he was chosen, declaring that 
he was not chosen: I should like to know whether, 
in such a case as that, the prima facie evidence of 
the Grovernor'a certificate, in regard to the elec- 
tion bv the Legidature, Is to be better evidence 
tlian the declaration of the Legislature itself? 1 
do not take the case put by the gentleman from 
New Hampsliirc; I do not say that is this case; 
I take the case of a Governor who undertakes to 
assert that which is not true, because it has been 
usual to take his evidence and act upon it until 
the matter con be committed to a committee and 
undergo investigation by them as long as Lbey see 
fit to investigate it before it shall be heard upon 
its merits by the Senate; and I should like to 
know if there is any gentleman here who claims 
that, in such a case as that, the certificate of the 
Governor, although he be the legol certifying 
officer, is good against the declaration of that very 
body whose acts he undertakes to recite, and 
who completely contradict him at every point? 

If this is not a correct view of the matter, then 
I submit that there is no way of oscertaiining what 
the principle is which has niverned the Senate 
in the settlement of coses or contested election. 
They have sometimes received without a certifi- 
cate from the Crovemor; they have sometimes 
rejected in spite of the certificate of the Governor. 
It ia perfectly dear, therefore, that thev have not 
been controlled in uieir tctioa by the Governor's 
certificate. In what way is there that you can 
reconcile these apparent contradictions? I sub- 
mit only in the way which I have just su^[C8ted j 
and that is, that they undertake to decide ii^ 
every individual case which comes up, whether or 
not the individual makes out a prima facie case, 
whetbcr they believe he is really entiiled to his 
seat, according to the evidence before tliem — and 
it requires the slightest evidence to constitute a 
presumption in his favor ao ton^ as it is not con- 
tradicted ; but when it ia contradicted , and the evi- 
dence contradicting it ia stronger than that which 
the certificate presents, the certificate is nullified; 
it is out of tne case; the prima facie case has 
chanj^; and whereas on the presentation of the 
certificate the presomption was first of all in his 
favor, the mftment you have evidence which sat- 
isfies your minds that that certificate is untrue, 
thepralm/acie evidence is changed. 

Then, looking at the subject as I do, it would 
be impossible for me to regard the present cose, as 
it now stands, as a prtina,/bcie case in fiivor of the 
claimant, because, aa the gentleman from Indiana 
who presented the certificate does not choose to 

five the facta which he says he can bring, and will 
ring, by-and-by, I say, in the absence of those 
facts, the evidence before the Senate is, that this 
man is not entitled to his seat, and therefore the 
priffta/acie evidence is against him. If, then, we 
shall vote now to nrace«] to administer the oath 
and let this man take his seat here, we act upon a 
pri,ma facte case ; which prima facie case, I submit, 
IS against htm. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to inquire of the 
honorable Senator who haa juat taken his seat, 
where he gets tho evidence to niatain the decla- 
ration that the certificate I have presented is false 
on its face ? 
Mr. NOURSE. I have not ao stated, 
Mr. BRIGHT. 1 aoderttood the honorable 
Senator ao to state. 

Mr. NOURSE. IpQtahypotheticaIcaae,and 
said, expressly, that 1 woald not say that was 
thia cose. 

Mr. BRIQj-XT. 1 misunderstood the Senator. 
I will say, a^ ), am up, for I do not wish to con- 



sume time, being anxious to ^t a vote, that this 
certificate is a copy, substantially, of the certifi- 
cates heretofore presented by Senators from Iii- 
diana. InIodiananDW,aathe Senate ia perhaps 
aware, we have no law preacribine, in the lan- 
guage of the Constitution of the United Stateai 
the time, place, and manner of electing Senators. 
I said, however, this mprning, that I did not in- 
tend to go into tills Subject now; but I would, after 
the case should have taken that direction which 
similar casca have hitherto tfdien, preaent such 
proof as I think goes to sustain the claim of my 
colleague. I have a resolution to ofiei*: 

itcMlveil, That the President do ulmiuMter Uie oath re- 
quireil by the lawe, lo Gsn.at.it N. Fitch, u a Senator 
mm tbe Bute of Indiana. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not riae to trouble the 
Senate with any remarks, but simply on the ques- 
tion of the form of these credenuols to refer the 
Senate to the book of the original credentials of 
tlie members of the first Senate of the United 
States that ever held session. I have had tb« 
curiosity to run over the forms of those credea* 
tials, and I do not think there ore any two alike. 
But as regards the credentials now presented, I 
find tliem to be almost the precise form of tlia 
credentials presented from the State of Virginia— 
from your State, air, at the very first Senate that 
was ever held. Here ii the form of credeDtitde 
given to William Oiayaon, one of the first Sanar 
tors of your Stale: 

"TbeLorUlBtiueof Uiii ConuDOnwwIlhlOa ifasSlbQf 
November, 178B, haviiu. In purrasnce of the ConBtitudon 
for iheUotted States of Ainerica, chosen Vnillsm Grayaon, 
IS a Senstor, I, Bsvsrlr Baiidolpti, being Govsmor or 
Ma0mmo of the Commonwealtb, do hareby < 



Cbtef Magiatrua of the Commonwealth, do hareby ceitUjr 
tbc sama to Ihe Benato of the United Statea. 
" Given under my band and seiil." 

The Governor of Vii^inia simply certified to 
the Senate that the I^egislatore had elected WH- 
liam Grayaon. I find that tn half a dozen cases 
at that time, this was the form. The first Sena- 
tor who ever appeared from Kentucky had a q^r- 
tifie^te of exactly the same kind. Here it is, 
signed by Isaac Shelby, certifying that he, being 
the Governor of the State, does certify to the 
Senate of the United States that the Legislature 
of thia State has eluisdjohn Brown a Senator.'* 

Some of the forqP^re quaint. Persons that 
are fond of antiquarian research would see soma 
that are rather amusing. I will not detain the 
Senate, however, in recalling any of those forms 
to recollection. Here, in the State of Georgia, 
the form is a royal one: ** To the Hon, William 
Few, Esq." It proceeds to describe his election^ 
and then gives the certificate in these words: 

" Witnen our truanand well beloved Geofge WaUoo, 
Eaq., Cnptain-GeDerai, Governor, and Comiuander-in- 
CbiefgUnaerhls bond aiid the great seal of our laid State.** 

It is obvious that each State chooses its own 
mode of certifying the credentials, and the State 
of Indiana has followed the old Commonwealth 
of Virmnia in her form. 

Mr.TRUMBULL. I presume that there is not 
a Senator here who, after listening to the papers 
which have been read, supposes tnat the gentle- 
man from Indiana is entitled to a seat. I appre- 
hend not one, unless it be the Senator from lodi- 
atm, who, I believe, did express such an opinion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Hie Senator will permit 
me- — - 

Mr. BRIGHT. I know several who entertain 

a different opinion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have heard a dosea sa^ 
so this morning. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not wish the Senator to 
put an impression abroad that tlierearc no friends 
to the claim of my colleague. He will ascertain 
that fact in due time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 apprehend he has a great 
many friends; but I did not suppose, afiei: the 
decision made in this body within the lost month, 
denying a seat to a person who had been elected 
by a majority of a Legislature under a joiBt con- 
vention, and that majority constituting a quorum, 
simply because a quorum of one body was not 

E resent, that it could be possible that the same 
ody would decide tiiat an individual elected with- 
out a quorum of either branch of the Indiana 
Legislature, without a majority of one of its 
brandy, without any agreement of the I^is* 
lature to go into joint convention, without the 
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liC^latara ofthatState ever having prescribe the 
time, place, or manner of the election — one so 
utterly outside of the law, would be recogriized for 
a moment in tliia body. But I maybe mistaken; 
I have been tnistaken before, and may be again. 
It is auite likely in the namber of Totes I may be 
tniataJcen. 

But if the view vhieh I entertain is right, I can 
•ee no occasion for delaying a decision in this 
case. Wo have been talking about aprima facie 
case, and it is said the Qovernor's certificate pre- 
■etiU that^nritM/oete case in favor of the appli- 
cautt and therefore he should be permitted to be 
Rwom. Sir, the body which elects furnishes con- 
clusive evidence. What is your primajCaeie case 
good for when you are met with positive evi- 
denee which deatran it? Does anybody pretend 
that an election of Senator by a body of men in 
Indiana can be valid, in which the Senate of Indi- 
ana never participated? The Senate of Indiana 
never has participated in this election. 1 know 
the Senator from Indiana pronounced the state- 
ments of the papers presented br me to be false. 
The question of veracity will be between him and 
the twenty-aeven Senators of Indiana, who say 
they are true, and the derka who have sworn that 
they are true. Their oatha are a^nit his atate- 
nent. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the Senator allow me for 
a moment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIQHT. I desire here to state the point 
to which I directed my remarks when I stated that 
the paper was untrue. I understood the protest 
read on the part of twenty'seven Senators of Indi- 
ana, to state that there was not a majority of Sena- 
tors present on the first convention for the purpose 
of counting the votes for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am unable to inform the 
Senator whether it bo states or not. I cannot 
noollect all that is m it. 

lir. BRIGHT, l so understood on hearing it 
read. I will state here that the paper was 'pre- 
wired and signed before the election took place. 
That 1 state on my responsibility as a Senator 
here} and I Airthcrslate that there wasa majority 
of the Senators preaentat^p time the convention 
met, and it will be so made ^>paren t at the proper 
time. 

Mr. COLLAMER. When met? Tor what 
purpose ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The paper purports to 
have been executed and signed oeforc this pre- 
tended joint convention for electing Senators took 
place. It is a repudiation in advance of the action 
which it was supposed would be attempted, and 
SO appears upon its (hee. That is no new dis- 
covery. The Senate of Indiana, being apprised 
of what they style the fraud which waa about to 
be perpetrated, or attempted to be perpetrated, 
upon the sovereignty of Indiana — the insult, as 
tney term it, about to be committed — proteattid in 
advance againnt the contemplated action. Cer- 
fainl]^ they had seen their presiding officer on one 
occasion befoie, without authority, leave bis scat 
and repair to the House of Repreaentativesj and 
they passed a resolution stating that thoy would 
have nothing to do with that so-called Joint con- 
vention which had adjourned to a Aiture day. In 
defiance of that resolution, passed by a conntitu- 
tional majority, and certified bv its officers, and 
by twenty-seven Sunalors, the iLicutenant Gov- 
ernor, the presiding officcr,goea out into another 
convention. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from 
Illinois allow me to ask liiin a nueetlon? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. CertainV- 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand Uie Senator 
from Illinois to say that the President of the Senate 
of Indiana went into joint convention without 
authority. I have been informed — I have not 
read tlie constitution — that the constitution of 
IndianA expressly required the Senate to go on 
that day into Joint convention with the House — 
that it was in obedience to the constitution of the 
Stats that ho did so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state what I under- 
stand the constitution of Indiana to require. It 
directs the votes for Governor and LieutenanlGov- 
ernor to be directed to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and reqtiirca the Speaker, in 



the presence of the General Assembly, to open 
and canvass the votes. That is what is required 
by the constitution. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It was on that day that 
the President of the Senate, in obedience to the 
constitution, went into the House. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That was the first time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is the time wc are 
speaking of. It was the original convention we 
are speaking of. lunderstand it waa in obedience 
to the constitution of Indiana that he was bound 
to go. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Aa I have endeAvored to 
state, he was not bound by the constitution of 
Indiana to do so. It did not require him to go 
there in that manneri and that I apprehend would 
have very little to do with thoctectionwliieh look 

Slaee three weeks or a month afterwards. The 
rst meeting was for a imrlicular purpose, and 
that purpose was in order that the Sneaker should 
open and canvass the votes for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor in the presence of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Thatpurpose was accomplished. 
The United States Senators were not then elected. 
That meeting was adioumed by a Senator called 
temporarily to the chair, where he had no right 
to be. The Speaker was the presiding officer, 
whose duty it was to open and canvass the votes; 
but the Senator cdllea by the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor to the chair, without authority, directed 
the conventioji adjourned to a particular day, the 
3d of Pebruary. Before that day arrived, the 
Senate took the action that has been read here, 
protesting against any meeting on the Sd of Feb- 
ruary. The constitution dia not authorize an 
adjourned meeting to that or any other day; and I 
repeat what I eaia before, that, according to these 
papers, the presiding officer of the Senate, in dcfi 
ance of the order of that body, went but into th 
House of Representatives. These facts arc n 
only certified to by the Senate, but thirty-four 
members of the House have signed the protest 
subsequent to the election, stating that it took 
place at an adjourned meeting of this so styled 
joint convention; and I read this morning from a 
paper, the organ of tlie dominant politiod party 
in Indiana, the Sentinel, and I believe the officiu 

f taper, the report of the proceedings, to show that 
Oct. 

• I did not suppose, in the face of these facts and 
what has transpired, that it was possible there 
was any individual prepared to admit the appli- 
cant to a seat here. It is desired to admit him 
temporarily, for what object? For what purpose? 
Is this case to be hung up for months ? Are the 
Judiciary Committee prepared to ahed any light 
upon it? That committee is composed entirely 
of the Senator's political fliendsi he will have the 
case in the bands of his friends; and I intend to 
move, before 1 sit down, to refer these credentials 
and papers, and the motion of the Senator from 
Indiana, to the Judiciary Committee,and let them 
report upon the case at once. There is no danger 
of their holding it up improperly, andjterhaps 
they eoukl have decided upon it and reported to 
the Senate during the time we have already occu- 
])icd Kj discussing the question. Let the matter go 
to thatcommittee, iind let thtm make speedy report 
upon it. If there are any facts to be ascertained, 
they can inquire as to iheip. I trust there may be' 
no objection to its taking that course. The com- 
mittee is composed entirely of the political friends 
of the person claiming the scat. Not one of thai 
class of persons denominated by the Senator from 
Indiana "Republicflns,*'Bnd who seemed to pos- 
sess a peculiar horror to him, is on the committee; 
60 thai he will not bo likely to be damaged by any 
of that class of men. I hope we may end tlie dti>- 
ctission by referring the matter to the Judiciary 
Committer and ask them to act on it at once; and 
I make that motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, these con- 
tested elections present always two questions, 
which are usually decided by the Senate in their 
order. The first is the question of return — who 
has the return— and I know of no instance in 
which there was an undisputed vacancv, when a 
Senator, or a member of the other House, ap- 
peared, presenting an undisputed certificate, an 
undisputed return, where he has been refused to 
be sworn in upon the pres^tation of the paper. 
After he is sworn in, on the presentation in tiie 
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return, which is alwayi done, if.it be a good re- 
turn on its face,) then the other question, as to his 
election, is usually referred to a committee, tried 
by that committee, and brought back to the Sea- 
ate, who give their opinion upon it. 

I say, sir, 1 know of no instance in which an 
undisputed return has been presented , whcrp there 
was an undoubted vacancy, thatfte Senate has9 
ever refused to swear in any man who presented 
it. How is it in this case? Does any man dis- 
pute this return ? Is it not a valid return on its 
face ? Does not the present apphcanl come here, 
as every other applicant has ever appeared from 
the State of Indiana, with the certificate of the 
Governor, which is the evidence of the return? 
Why, then, should wc depart from the usual 
custom of the Senate ? The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. TauUBVLL] says, because he is not elected; 
and thus lie seeks to prejudge that question, with- 
out the assistance or a committee to look into the 
facts which are disputed, for they are stated one 
way in that paper, and we are told there is to be 
another statement by the gentlemen who apply 
here for places under this election; and yet we 
are asked to depart from the usual practice of the 
Senate, to decide this q^aestion of election without 
ever having the facta tried, or without ever having 
heard the applicant in his own behalf. Was this 
ever done before ? Would it not be unjnst on the 
present occasion to set this precedent? 

I acknowledge that, in the case of a diapated 
return, where there is a double return, where two 
persons appear, each claiming to have the return, 
tlien yon can swear in neither, because the Senate 
cannot be certain who has the return, and the 
committee must decide in relation to that matter. 
I know that precedents are numerous of that sort, 
if there were a question, as the Senator from 
w Hampshire has suggested, as to whether 
is was a forgery, in that case you should have 
to refer it, in order to ascertain whether in truth 
it be a true return; and if it be a true return — that 
is, a true certificate of the Governor having power 
to grant a certificate — we have no option in the 
case but to swear in the applicant. It is true, that 
is not conclusive asto uie election. The com- 
mittee will inqnite into that hereafter; and if they 
find he has not been legally elected iJiey will le- 

Eort the Au:t,and he wUl not be allowed to retain 
is seat. . 

Now, I suggest that it would be far better to 
follow the usual practice and the old prcccdenu 
of the Senate in this regard; and unless some- 
body can show that this is not the return — 1 do 
not say not an election — let the applicant be sworn 
in as usual, and let the papers in the case be 
referred to one of our committees; and after ex- 
amination let the Senate dedde, as 1 doubt not 
it will do, impartially on the facts of the cose. 

It will not do to say that there is nothing to 
look for in those facts, because there is 'a ataie- 
ment in the paper presented br a [lortion of the 
members of the Indiana Legislature, and it will 
not do for us to do so in the face of the statement 
of the applicants that they can show a material 
error in those papers. Let us swear in the appli- 
cant, and send the papers to a committee aa usual. 
It was done in the case of the Senator from Illi- 
nois himself; itwai^one in the case of the Sena- 
tor from Iowa; and I think it will be fonod tlist 
fbcrc is no instance where the Senate have foiled, 
when there was an undisputed return and undis- 
puted vacancy, to swear in a member. It is true 
there was an undisputed return in Dixon 's case, 
but there was a dispute in r^ard to the vacancy. 
There was a dispute as to whether Meriwether 
did not hold over underJiis original commission, 
and therefore it was that Mr. Dixon was not 
sworn in immediately. So I apprehend--thoagh 
I have nothad lime to look into them — that in all 
casee where a paper has been presented .purport- 
ing to be a return, and the Senate lefusMlto allow 
the appUcani to be sworn in, it will be found there 
was some alleged defect in the return itself. Here 
there is no pretense of that sort. It is a fair, 
usual return— one that has been usual from the 
Stete of Indiana. . Why, Uien, should we deport 
from the precedent that boa been set hereto- 
fore? 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether the motion is divisiUe? Inndersund ifae 
Senator from lUinoia bL{DOTe to t^u the motion 
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Lo swear in the member elect to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro KBWore. The Senator 
'rom Illinois has mored to refer the renlution of 
he Senator from lndian&,togetherwilh the papers 
iirhich lie presented to the SesatCi to the Commit- 
«e on the 'Judiciary. 

Mr. TOUCEY. 1 belieTe that there never has 
jeen an inatance, firwn the fimndatioD of the Oot- 
tmment, where a certificate of elecUon in doe form 
ly the ExecatiTe of aState^UDder the seal of the 
State, has been presented, that the person claim" 
ng the seat under it has not been admitted. The 
iractice has been uniform. The only alleged ex- 
«ption8 that have been referred to are not ezcep- 
ions. 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. Trumbull] re- 
erred to the case ofStanleyGriswold, from Ohio; 
lut that is not an exception. Upon referring to 
he Journal it will be found tbiU he was awom in 
in the 9d of June; and the question wai raised on 
he 7lh, referred to a committee, and on the 15th 
heir report was made in favor of his seat; so that 
hat precedent whidi he cited is cited from mis- 
ake — from not looking at the JouroaJ, and from 
at imperfection in the report. * 

The case of James Lanman, fhim my own 
liate, that has been cited, ia not an exception. 
lAer the constitntional term of the Senator hod 
ixpired, and the previous Legidature had ad- 
ourned without appointing one, the Executive, 
irithcHit waiting for the next Legislature, under- 
ook to fill the seat; and it appea>ed on the face of 
he credentials themselves that he had no power 

make the appointment^andthatitbadoomore 
'alidity than if the appointment* had been made 
ly any other officer. 

The case of Kenaey JohnSi of Delawaiil which 
las been cited, is not en exception. The time 
vben tliat vacancy occurred is known to the Sen- 
ite. There had been a meeting of the LMjslature 
if Delaware prior to the time when the Governor 
indertook to make the appointment. That was 

1 matter of public histoiy known to the Senate; 
ind when he presented an appointment by the 
Sovernor after the adjournment of the Legiela- 
ur^, which had the power of election, the ^nale 
law, on the inspection o^the credentials, that the 
lovemor bad no more power to make the ap- 
tointment than any other officer in the State, or 
my citizen of the Stale. 

These are the only cases which are cited, ex- 
«pt that of the lateSeoaiorDixon, of Kentucky. 
Pnat case mnsfcbe familiar to all the members of 
Uiabody. There had been an Executive appoint- 
nent to All the vacancy. The Senator appointed 
ly the Executive had taken his seat, had acted 
luring a session. When Congress came together 
It its next session, and before the next meeting 
)f the Legislature, another Senator, Mr. Dixon, 
ippeared and claimed the seat before the expira- 
lon of the apparent time of the appointment of 
Mr. Meriwether. He was here in tus seat, had 
>een sworn in, and the question was whether he 
iliould vacate his seat, and allow the other Sen- 
itor to come in? It is very obvious he could not 
>e sworn in without settbng the question first 
rhether Mr. Meriwether was entitled to the seat 
vliich he occupied. 

You may then look into the history of the Sen- 
le; you may reftr to every ease that hasexisted; 
.nd with these all^d exceptions — and these are 
lot exceptions — the course of the Senate has been 
miform — uniform when the proper eredeatialsare 
ircsented here to swear in toe gentleman who by 
hose credentials is entitled to the seat, without 
;oine into the merits of the question whether he 
duly elected. The credentials in this present 
laae certify that the L^ialature of Indiana has 
ibosen Mr. Fitch to be Serfhtor. That Leeislar- 
urc had the power to make the choice. That 
LiegUIature was in session, That Iiegislature 
went through the forms of msking a choice. I 
lo not go into the question whether it was a valid 
election by them; Thave not the facts beforeme. 
The facts are to be presented here by evidence— 
nut by the ceitiicates of individuals, but by evi- 
lence, by proof-4)y I^al proof. We do not so 
into that question. It is enough for me that the 
^ief exeeative officer of that State* under the seal 
t( the StMe* has sent lo as a doieameDt which 
ihowa that be is miiUsd to bis saai. WiUiout 



inquiring into the truth of that document— with- 
out inquiring into the facts on which he has issued 
that paper^ we are bound, according to the uni- 
form practice of the Senate, to swear in the mem- 
ber, and refer the question to some committee to 
investigate the facta upon which any question may 
arise. * 

I am surprised at the course that has been taken 
iD*this esse, and at some of the remarks which 
have been made on the opposite side of the Cham- 
ber. I will say, sir, that the Senate of the United 
States has presented, since my connection with 
it, the aspect of a judicial tribunal in deciding 
questions of this kind, more so perhaps than any 
legislative body with which I have ever been ac- 
quainted, in which opinions are given by gentle- 
men without reference to party considerations, 
but according to the truth of the case and accord- 
ing to the requirements of the Constitution. I 
believe that that will be the course pursued on 
this oeeasion. I therefore must say that any re- 
marks, such as I have listened to to-day, appear 
to me very exceptionable and den^tory to the 
character of this body. I hope, sir, that, without 
prejudice and without reference to party, we shall 
take the usual course OR this, occasion, and pay 
that respect to the chief executive officer of the 
State of Indiana and to the seal of the State which 
has always been paid on all other occasions. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
am unwilling to cast my vote as I propose to do 
on this occasion without stating the reasons by 
which I am governed. ThisisaquesUonof some 
importance, for I suppose that on its decisbn will 
depend the course of the Senate inrc^ord to cases 
that may arise hereafter; and judgmg from the 
history of this country for afew years post, these 
cases are likely to multiply upon us. 

I believe the practice of'^both Hooses of Con- 
gress, from the foundation of the Government, 
with very few exceptions, has been, on their or- 
ganization, to admit the ordinary credentials pre- 
sented by members as prims fade evidence of a 
right to a seat, and to allow them to be sworn in 
upon those credentials. I am not able to say 
whether this course resulted from reflection and 
premeditated opinions in reference to public policy 
and public convenience, but it certainly could not 
have been adopted upon experience. It was a 
course dielaled somewhat by necessity, that the 
two Houses of Congress shoald be organized by 
admitting members, withoatfurther scrutiny , who 
presented the ordinary certificates of election — 
credentials given by the Qovemors of the Stales 
to the members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. This course waa founded ob- 
viously on the idea of public policy and conve- 
nience; for otherwise no organisation could take 
place, no Committees on Elections be appointed, 
no investigation take place, oo public bnaineM of 
any kind transacted. 

1 may say that this was the uniform practiee 
of tiie fitsBBte and Honae of Representatins. The 
propriH^ of this mode of proceeding is especially 
obvious in regard to the other House. If they 
were called upon to investigate at once the ground 
on which the rights to leatsofindividual members 
were protested against or objected to, no organ- 
izatioa of that body could take place in any rea- 
sonable time. Although the Senate of the United 
States is not similarly situated, as, since the first 
o^anization of the Senate, this body is always 
presumed to have a quorum of constitutional rep- 
resentatives of the Statea present to jo on with 
business at the eommencement of each Congress, 
yet a third of the members present their creden- 
tials atevery such commencement, and their rights I 
to the seats which they claim are liable to be ob- 
jected to and contested; and it would operate as 
a great inconvenience to the Senate as well as to 
the House, and a great obstruction to the public 
business, if we were compelled to decide upon 
the validity of the claims of individuals who pre- 
sent themselves here with the ordinary credentials, 
upon their presentation. When the House of 
Kepresentauves, in 1839-40, undertook to dtsre* 
gord the public politnr, convenience, and well- 
establishea practice of Congress upon this sub- 
ject, the opposition to the men dominant party 
protested a^nst it as an irregular, disorganizing, 
and revolutionary proceeding. In thatpartiealar 
case, if my oMinoiy de^ not fiul mt, the orpuU- 



zation of the House was delayed from three to 
five weeks — almost as long as the House remained 
unoi^ianized nt the first session of the present Con- 
gress; and upo» grounds qtute as frivolous, or 

rrfafq>B more so. I do not now remember what 
said on that occasion in the House of llepre- 
sentatives; but I know that among .the people* 
where I had the privilege of speaking my senti- 
ments freely on tliat subject, I denounced it as a 
revolutionary, irregular, and disorganizing pro- 
ceeding; andl said Uiat if the spiritof party should 
continue to prevail to such an extent as lo cause 
that case to become a precedent, we could not 
look fbrward with any confidence to the future; 
but n^^^B^ to the probability of the failure of 
some^^^VCongressin eflecliog an organization 
withiiWI^ieriod prescribed by the Constitution. 
It' then occurred to me that party interests and 
party considerations overrode and trampled upon 
all ideas, not only of public convenience, but the 
vibil interests of the country, and vital prine^Iea 
of the Government. Such a proceeding threat- 
ened to render Congress an impracticable legisla- 
tive body. 

The honorable Senator fVom Ohio [Mr. Puoh] 
stated that that was a specitil case. { should 
like to know what special exception to the gen- 
eral rule existed in that case? I say there was 
no special exception to the rights of the parties 
who then brought forward the usual credential 
and certificate of election that does not exist here 
at this moment, or which has not existed in every 
case of the kind. The Governor in that ease» 
being the proper officer to grant the certificate, 
after having, with the assistance of his Councilj 
canvassed the returns, decided that the persons to 
whom he gave the certificate were duly elected to 
the HotiM of Representatives fh>m the State of 
New JsFMT. It was contended thM the canvass 
was not a mir one — that some of the returns were 
false. What more substantial is objected in thia 
cose ? I shall not detain the Senate by going ipto 
an examination of precedents. 

Mr. WELLER. Will Uie Senator allow me 
to interrupt him, as I do not think he has ilatsd 
all the facts in r^ard to the New Jersey eontssied 
election t 

Mr. BELL, of Trflkessee. I desire to be cor- 
rected in mv statement of fhcts. I was a mem- 
ber of the Souse at that time. 

Mr. WEILLER. And I was one of amsjority 
wha participated in that revolutionary movement, 
asve Senator styles it. Those gentlemen came 
with certificates stating that they had received a 
majority of the votes cast at thatelection. There 
was lying on the table a certified copy of the 
returns made under the seal of the Secretary of 
State of New Jersey, showing a difierent slate of 
facts — showing that the other five members were 
entitled to the certificate. That raised the contest. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It raised a contest, 
and you would not allow the members holding 
ths usual and regular certificate to be sworn. 

Mr. CASS. We are not trying that case. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But we are dis- 
cussing the principle. The question is, whether 
the same great reasons of public policy do not 
exist now for adhering to iJfe established practice i 
What I maintain is, that there was no greater 
reason then than there is now for departing fronT 
the usual practice. In that case, tne ordinary 
certificate of election was granted by the Gov- 
ernor; and so it ia here UMlay. That was con- 
tested npsn the groand Uu^ tM canvass made by 
the Governor ai^ his Council did not do Justice 
in summing up the votes, or that In the returns 
of the officers of soma of the counties there waa 
either mistake or fraud. The dispute in that case 
kept the House of Representatives in an unor- 
ganized condition from three to five weeks. The 
principle ta the same to-day that it was then, 
though the inconvenieiMe may not be so great in 
this case. 

It war predicted then that the spirit manifested 
in that ease would lead to general aisoi^iiization, 
and that the Government itself wonm be liable 
to be iHfoken up by the superiority given to the 
claims of party interesu and party control oyer 
all other considerations. I admit that this diffi- 
culty is not so likely to arise in tiie Senate, be- 
cause only one third of the bo^|x^anges evMy 
two years; but that third mav be fbte^dsfittK, 
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the most ntal qaeBtioM; fln< eTCn a single mem- 
ber of the Senate may hftTe it in his power to 
eootrol the deetinr of due oouniry. 

I do not remember — I am not old enough to rec- 
ollect — I should like my friends from S^ih Car- 
oline and Michigan to mstruet me as to the fact; 
but I think that, antecedent to that period — the 
date of the New Jersey contested election — there 
had been no ezam^ of the facUous action of a 
majority in «ther oFaneh of Uie Legislature of 
any State in the Union refluing to go into con- 
vention to elect a Senator— or of niture to do 
UieirdatyinelecCingSsnatorsof the United States 
in eonformiqr with the CoBstitaUon of ^^nited 
Sutee. 

Following pretty doeely upon the H^^pithat 

example set m the New Jmey casci^MT soon 
fbond such cases occurring. In a few years aAer- 
irards audi an instance occurred in my own State. 
There was a majority of one party in the Senate 
of the State. Their opponents had a decided 
majority in the House of RepresentatiTes, suffi- 
cient to control on a Joint Tote of the two Houses. 
The Senate first agreed to go into Joint conTen- 
tion, bat when ther found now the question was 
likelv to be decided a majority of the Senate re- 
fused to meet the House of Kepresaitatirea, and 
there was no election during the seseion. I can- 
not recall the period when the next case ooeurred of 
a similar course on the part of a fhctious minority. 
I speak of them as factious, because all such pro- 
ceedings are aeainst the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion — indeed, Imay say against the requirements 
of the Constitution — against the loyalty which 
STery Legislature owes to the Constitution and the 
Union. TlierB have been several instances of 
Mintlar irreeularitiea following in regular succes- 
sion sinee that example in tM House of Repre- 
■entatires. 

I do not mean to go into the anrument of the 
merits of thia question, or the validity of the elec- 
tioV-of the person who holds the (Jovemor's cer- 
tificate in this case. I do not mean to go into the 
inquiry how far the majority of the Indiana 
Senate were justifiable or excusable in this case 
or not, on tliegroundthat a preceding legislature, 
when a different party pre«Ml|d,act^ in the same 
way. In my judgment, nd^Rter what example 
night have been given, it Was no adequate pre- 
text or ground to a preaent minority in the Indi- 
ma Legulatuie fbr wlthhokling thetr cooperation' 
in complying with what is required of them^ 
B L^ielature by tfie Constitution of the Unfln 
States. The fact that a majority of a different 
party in the State of Indiana two years ago did 
thf samd thing, renders them equally obnoxious 
in my opinion to the charge of being fketionists. 

Upon this question I stand on what I consider 
to be saft grounds of public policy. It is said in 
this particular case that the person who jircaents 
tiw credential on this occasion is not entitled to 
be admitted to a eeat,0D presentingtbe nsnal cre- 
dentials, aocordine to the oaual practice, because 
it is said that his election is shown by the protest 
of the minority to be so palpably irregular and 
Toid^ that no Senator ought to give bis vote to 
admit him to his seat Ibr one moment. The aame 
thing was said in the New Jersey case, and that 
is what I suppose the Senator from Califomm 
Iheatit to correct mc in. If, however, we regard 
the evidence read from the table as being perfectly 
Uuc,. I understand there are still some iSenators 
here who say the election is legitimate and con- 
stitutional. I think the Senator from boaisiana 
■aid so. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I said there were a num- 
ber of Senators here who said so, 1 did not say 
that I considered it so, for I have not expressed 
any opinion on the snl^ect. I have netexamined 
it} but I heard a dozen say they did consider it 
a suiScient election of a United States Senator if a 
majority of ail the members of the Legislature 
voted for one person in any kind of meeting. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I was only allud- 
ing to Senators' opinions byway of aivnmeDt. 
The honorable Senator from Indiana tola na that 
the facts stated in the papers read to-day are not 
all true, as he will be able to show. Here, then, 
is an election in regard to which the facts are 
contested. It is a contested cose. I do not in- 
tend to go into the tutm, but rteply to say tfasrt I 
mean to adhere to mj own t m m ttue f on thia 



subject, and modestly, without oflfense, if I can, 
to hold other gentlemen to their consistency. 

1 had supposed at first that there was some- 
thing in the statement of the honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. Sei('abi>] that thia creden- 
tial certified nothing — that it spoke only of the 
Aection being made by the competent authori- 
ties, not elating what those authorities were. I 
have recurred to a volume of the forms of creden- 
tials which have been taken as saffloient hereto- 
fore. After turning over a few pages I fbund 
upon the same nheet two eertiflcatea, one eiven by 
the GoTemor of New Hampshire, and uie other 
by the Governor <^ Alabama, stating in enbstanee 
nothing more than that the person naiped in the 
certificate was duly elected to the Senate of the 
United States. The certificate from New Hamp- 
shire was, " Be it known that has been 

duly elected a ^nator from the State of New 
Hampshire in the Congress of the United Sutes 
for the term of six years from tite fourth day of 
March lasL" I had anideathatit might be tlmt 
the Oovemorought to stale the grounds on which 
he granted die credential , as the ocrtificatee of the 
Spttkers or darirs of tiie two Houses of the Le- 
gtslatura wha made the election, bat I find there 
is no uolfbrmtty. 

Now, without expTMsing any ojMnion whatever 
upon the merits of the ease, 1 must eav that my 
own consistency — my own idea of wnat is the 
true policy of the country and the wisest rule for 
the Senate, induces me, whenever a credential is 
preeented in the usual form, to vote for admitting 
to his seat the person who brings tine credential, 
and then, if there be any contest about the legal- 
ity of his election, to submit it to the appropriate 
committee. ldiaUbeverygladir,bTthedeoiBion 
of the maicwttT of the Senate in this case, that 
question snail be forever dosed. 

Mr. HALS- I do not see in his seat the Sen- 
ator from Florida, [Mr. Mallort,] who read an 
extract from a speech which I made in his case; 
but I desire to aay that I entertained the same 
opinion then that I do now; and if the Senator 
had attended to what I said, I think he would hare 
discovered it. 1 stated that I disagreed with the 
Senator from New York, who said that this gen- 
Ueman did not present a prisM/oeie case. 1 say 
he does present a priMs>Siei« case, and onfuiarily 
on that priMs jMe case he should be admitted 
but I saiil that the pH si s iheie evidence whidk he 
presented was rebutted and overcome by evidence 
on the other side. In the case of the Senator from 
Florida, I was in favor of hia admiosion, beeavae 
there was a dearprAwi/hete ease, and no snfflcient 
evidence against it. 

Not being very well, I have not been in the 
Chamber during the whole of the debate. When 
I last came in, tne Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
ToncxT,] who was closing hie remarks, uttered 
some rebuke for the manner in which the subject 
had been discuased on this side of the House. I 
do not know exactly to whom or whM he re- 
ferred, but I think the honorable Senallfr fVom 
Indiana [Mr. BtucnTj will bear me witness that 
the first individual who undertook to give any 
such turn to this debate wm hlnwdf . He made 
a peraenal attack on the Senator from New York, 
and the Senator from Illinois, whom he accused 
of being governed in this ease by motives not 
exactly consistent in my mind with legislative 
int^nty, but at all event* with a view to prejudge 
the case before the public had an opportunity to 
get all the facu before them. That was the first 
intimation I heard which was cakmlated to give 
the case a pony bearing. I do not feel di^Kiscd 
for one who have puiuen in the debate. on this 
sul^t, to submit to the censure which tiie Sena- 
tor from Connecticut has undertaken to n&ainis- 
tor. While 1 am up I wilt say this: I am wiHing 
to be censured by one man who thinks it hia duty 
to administer it, and I think I can receive it witn 
OS good a gmce as dmost any man; but I believe 
I could stand a lecture ftpm any Senator on this 
floor for undertaking to be governed by party 
oonsidenttions with a little better ^aee than 1 
oould ftom the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, I am unwilling 
to be drawn into personal issues in this debate, 
because 1 intend to rote an the case%t all stages 
aoeoriinc to the bestofnyhnewMgeand belief, 
as I woidd voM ttad«r«m other atate of poUtieal 



circumstances. I muit, however, protest, like 
the honorable Senator who has just taken his 
seat, Bgaiut the minority here being arraigned 
by the mqbrity for having taken a novel, or ex- 
traordinary, or foctioiM position. Sir, we here 
within these walls mar imagine and conceive 
explanations which will justify ourselves to our 
own consdences, and which we may think will 
justify our votes before the eotutry; but I shall 
nevertbeIees,beforeth)squ6stionistaken,preBenC 

Ereeiselv the aspect in which the case will go 
afore the country. It is this: 
Less, I think, than one month ago — ^less than 
the complement of days whidi go to make up the 
course of a single moon, the honm^ile Senator 
on my right hand [Mr. HablanI was expelled 
the Senate on (he ground that be had never been 
elected to a seat here-*~that his election was void . 
What was his case? What was the evidence 
upon which he was expelled i It consisted of 
two thinaa: the certificate of the GoTemorof the 
Stats of Iowa, who represented that he had been 
duly elected a member of the Senate for the State 
of Iowa by the Legislature of that State, and a 
proteet mm the mnate of Iowa, setting forth 
that tile Governor*! certificate was erroneona, and 
that the member had not been elected. 

Mr. RUSK. Allow me to ask the Senator a 
question. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let meget through, and ifaen 
I will yield. There, sir, were the papera.and io 
more, Before the Senate of the United States; and 
upon those papers — they being the whole of the 
evidence — after solemn argument, Uie Senate, 
three fourths of which is composed of Democrats, 
expelled a Senatorwho was a Republican. Thai 
is the amp of the Senator from Iowa. 

. Mr.HUGHT. Mr. Piesident 

^ The- PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Clat in 
the chair.) Does the Senator from New York 
yield the floor P 

Mr. SEWARD. I would raUier make my 
case, and then I sbidl hear the Senator. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I should be glad if tiie 
Senator would confine himself to the facta in 
making his case. The Senator from Iowa was 
sworn on the presentation of his credentials, ik>i- 
withetanding the protest 

Mr. SEWARD. I must insist on my rirhts. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I must take the liberty <a ev- 
recting the Senator when he mistakes Ihcto. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall not answer the hon- 
orable Senator so as to take iasae with him as to 
whether I state facts or.not. Thatthe record will 
show. I have stated the cose on which the hon- 
orable Senator from Iowa (who, it is tme, hiul 
been sitting here as a member) was expelled. 

Now, in less than one hour A-om diis tine, 
judging from the tenor of this debate, a person 
coming from the Stateof Indiana will be admitted 
to a seat in the Senate; and what is the case upon 
whieh ha is to be admitted ? It consists of a com- 
mission from the Governor of Indiana, represent- 
ing that he was elected, and a protest from the 
Senate of Indiana cerUhring that that commission 
was given without authority in fhet or in law — 
precisely the same papers, no more and no lesa. 
And the Senator who comes from the State of 
Indiana is a Democrat, while the Senatorwho 
cornea fi-om the State of Iowa is a Republican. 
The world sees this. Theworid knows that when 
the decree of the Senate vacating the seat of the 
honorable Senator fVom Iowa went out, it carried 
a judgment of the Senate of the United States that 
a person could not be deemed and held to be 
elected, and chosen by the Lt^slatnre of a State, 
to the office of a Senator in Congress for that 
State, if one of the two constituent branches of 
the Legislature of UMState were not oonaenting, 
coSperating, concvnAg, and acting in the elec- 
tion, Theworid knows thAwasthe fvinciplc 
which was decided; and the world knows, by 
history as well as by this prateet, and all the co- 
temporaneous accounts undisputed, that preaselr 
the oaee whidi had ooBuired in Iowa, which 
oaussd that seat to be vacated, is the caae which 
is preeented here by an election which is Mid to 
have been made in ttie_ State of Indiana, and that 
io this dection in Indiana, Just as in that other 
onsio Iowa, the cofivdinate btancbcaof the X.egis- 
btora havn not codpaagtA, eoneorad, or even 
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From this state of fiusta what ii to be the infer- 
«ence? I lesve that to the public iad^oent. But 
how is the divcnpancy justified? W^aatify it 
by tttking: theae two papers and scpan9s them; 
and wc say that the one which supports the claim 
is prima fane evidence^ and upon that we will 
admit the member to a seat; and that the other, 
vbi«h disproves the claim, EduJl be reset red until 
Jiere be an inveatigation to see whether or not 
ie is entitled to the seat. I do not say that this 
icrson is notentitled to his seat. What I do say ia 
limply this, that this question being^us before 
IS upon precisely the same amountW evidence, 
ind evidence of exactly the same character, it is 
Ine, in this cose, thattne Senate should adopt tiie 
ourse of proceeding which was adopted in the 
ontested case of Mr. Dixon, the late Senator 
rom Kentucky, and let the candidttte stand aside 
.util it is determined whether the ckdmom is en- 
ided to be swom or not. On this ground I take 
(ly position, and am content to stand before the 
Senate and before the country. 

Mr. RUSK. There is an evident attempt, Mr. 
'resident, which I regret to see, to place me, at 
;aat, if not this whole aide of the Chamber, in 

ftilue position. 1 do not intend to be placed in 
hat pn^ition. Ido not care what anxiety there 
lay be to' make political capital upon which to 

b«fure the country. I intend to stand in my 
■ue position here. But for the attemptto which 
have alluded) 1 should not engage in uiia debate, 
said at an eariypaft of it, that Iwaa astonished 
t tho Senator from New York citing the case of 
If. Dixon as a precedent for this. I well remem- 
er the begianing of that contest, at the session 
f 1833-53. l^e Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
ONcs] presented the credentials of Mr. Dizon 
n the first day of the asaatoQ, and immediately 
fter tlie reading of them Mr. Ghvio, of Callfor- 
ia, roBO and said: , 

" Mr. PreBident, I do not think there ii a mcBncj' In tho 
ennto {torn Kcntnckjr, snil I wish Uiat qae«tion to be now 
rauf;hi up. There wore two BenstorB ai the rloee of the 
at nesaion, Bllinf the two aeatB ftom the Blote of Ken- 
irhy, and I know of no law and no pioviMOn of the Con- 
iluuiin Lli»t liaa created a racancy in the seat occupied 
r one of Ihc Senatora frtiin Kentucky Binee the la«t ees- 
do. I Hicrefbre nilao Uie question, whether or not there 

a vacancy fbr the fcmiemaa, WOOM oradenUali have 
wn presented, to fiUf" 

This much for that precedent. Bveirbodysees 
le raaes are eutircly diarimitar. The Senator 
'om New Yorl^ contrasts the two cases of the 
enator from Iowa and the Senator from Indiana, 
id speaks of the credentials and protests of the 
enate of Iowa and the Senate of Indiana, and 
lya they were both before ua. He forgets to tell 
iti country — he for^ls to tell the Senate, and he 
Tusos to allow an interruption in order to hare 
ic Aict stoted, that the oath was administered 
• the Senator from Iowa wilfaoot aauestion bein' 
liaed. Did he not vote fbr his aamiesion, and 
lf>rwarde that be was entitled to retain his seat ? 

1 can understand gentlemen they intend to im- 
■ca» upon the public mind the idea that those of 
1 who are not willing to enter into this revolu- 
>nary departare from the old niles of the Scn- 
fl, are voiing'that this eentleman is entitled to 
e scat in the face of the fitaftments that have 
:en read at the table. There is no such thing, 
r; they know it, and I hurl it back as far as I 
1 concerned, and I believe I may speak for a 
sjority on this side of the Chamber. As for 
ysclf, sir, I ^all vote in aeeorOance with the 
liform practice of the Senate, in accordance with 
e precedents; and then, if the statements which 
tvc been read at the table are not contradicted 
I testimony sufficient to show me, beyond all 
lubt, thai both branches of the L^alature of 
diana. engaged in this election, I shall votepre- 
sely as I did in the case of the Senator mm 
wa — that the Senator has not been elected in 
cordance with the Coilttitution of the United 
ates, and, ^erefore, not entitled to retain his 
at. 

Sir, I think it it uabeeMning the dignity of the 
!nate of the United States to twist issues in this 
inner; or, because I Axa not willing to depart 
3m the usual {tritctiee of the Senate to gratify 
Tty on the one side or on the other, to make 
e insinnation that I Intend, by my vote, to cover 
aanction any fisud which may nave been com - 
itted by the LegisliMre of Indiftna; all such 



insinuations are groundless, and I hurl them back 
to their authors. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I wish to add 
a very few worda to what the Senator fVom Texas 
has said. I perceive that there is an attempt to 
convey a false impression to the country in regard 



to the action of the Demountic aide of the Semttm to a Republican. 



state of the case I That is the way he states it. 
When we state it, we say that we apply ^SMund 
rule to the one that appued to Uie otiier. And 
wc cannot find a man on that side of the Chamber 
to help us to apply the same rule of justice and 
cooaioeration to a Democrat, that we have applied 



That attempt has been made by the Senator from 
New York, the Senator fVom New Hampshire, and 
perhaps other Senators, by the clear imimatton 
that we propose to decide this question differenUy 
from the way in which we decided the Iowa case, 
even if the facts should turn out to be identically 
thesame. I wishtopursuetheparallelwhicb the 
Senator from New York commenced. He assumes 
that the fa^bs in the two cases are identically the 
same. First, n majority of one house of the Iowa 
Legislature, with aminority of the otlier, effected 
an election , and a certificate in due form was given , 
and the sittingmcmber came here and was sworn 
in. Then, in Indiana, a majority of one House, 
with a minority of the other, effected an election, 
a certificate was given in due form , the gentleman 
to whom it was given comes here, and the question 
is, whether he shall be sworn in? If the fiicts be as 
assumed by the Senator from New York, who ia it 
that is applying a different rule to a Republican 
from that which is applied to a Democratic case ? 
This Democratic Senate allowed the Republican 
member to bo sworn in upon a prma/ode certifi- 
cate, although there waiaprotest of the Senate of 
Iowa denyiuK the truth of the facts alleged in that 
certificate. Now, when a Democratic cose arises 
which is alleged to be of the same kind — I do not 
propose to inquire whether the facu be so or not, 
out the all^ation ia that they are the same — we 
only propose now to allow this Democratic Sena- 
tor to oe swom in, precisely as we did the Repub- 
lican Senator in the other case, and then refer the 
subject to a committee, hafs all the facts pre- 
sented, and decide it upon its merits at we did the 
other case. 

On that state of facts, Republican members of 
the Senate were not only willing to swear in their 
partisan with a certificate of the Governor, against 
a protest of the State Senate, but every man of 
them voted on their oatha to keep him in for aix 
yenrt. They voted to keep in a man Ua tix yean 
under that state of fticts, and now they are not 
willing to let a Dembcrauc member take his teat 
while the facts are on trial. 

If these cases are parallel , as the Senator from 
New York says they are, I wish the country to 
understand that every Republican member of «he 
Senate will vote one way when the claim of a 
Republican to his seat is involved, and the other 
wayrwhcn it is a Democrat who applies for a 
seat. There is no pretense that any Democrat 
here j^oposee to treat the Indiaife case differently 
from the Iowa ease. We ody propose to Allow 
the Indiana Senator to be sworn in and take his 
seiU,astheIowaSenstorwasallowedtodo. Then 
we propose to allow the jNipera^ and evidence in 
this case to be referred to a committee; and when 
that committee comes to report, we propose to 
tako it up, and decide on its merits, as we did in 
tlie Iowa case. If Uie facts turn out to be the 
same as they were in the Iowa case, I have no 
Msitation in saying that the decision will be the 
same, whether the Republican members conour 
in it or not. If the facts be diiibrent, I have no 
dovbt the Democmtic side of the Senete will act 
on those fheta impartially, according to their eon- 
seienees, and not according to parusan predilec- 
tions. 

Sir, I am willing tojDntnut the condnetof this 
side of the Senate witS the other. In the Iowa 
case, every man of thero toed the mark, and voted 
his polities, without a single variation. On that 
same case the Democraue party divided, saeh 
voting his sendments without reference to poli- 
tics. It was a party question on that side of the 
Chamber. It was a judicial question, decided 
upon its meiils on this side of the Chamber. I 
have no doubt thit side of the Chamber, in the 
present case, will act on the same high prioaples 
of integrity and of honor, without reference to 
anypanison ad vantagetto be gained or to be losi. 
Yet, air) the Senator fhmt New York atks what 
will the ooaotry say to tl|ii. The Senator frmri 
Iowa, a Rapoblickn, vartM oM, and a new Sen- 
ator fVom Iitdiana, a Dsaoemt , put in on the sMne 



I aak, (hen, Mr. Pretident, what pretext for 
this insinuation on this side of the Cnamber? I 
am sorry to bo compelled to speak in this lan- 
guage; Gut the evident attempt to convey a fiUsa 
impression, impugning the lAotives and actions 
of this side of the Chamber, in violation of Cha 
truth, compels me to hurl it back in their faces, 
and dodue that there is no foundation fat sueb 
an intii^Bon. 

The raESIDENT pro ttmpm-t. The Chair 
must interfere with the Senator from Illinois, 
considering that bis remarks are personal to Sen- 
ators on the other side. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I was about taking my seat. 
I will not pursue the debate; I will only say that 
I do not complain of the Chair for cnlling me to 
order, but the Senator from New York lind ap- 
plied to each member on this side of the Chamber 
what I hurled back to him on that aide of the 
Chamber; and I would ask whether it was not a 
violation of order in this body to apply to the 
majority of the Senate the imputation Inat I hurled 
back on the man who cast it? 

"Hie PBBSIDBNT pro teswere. The Chair 
understood the remarks of Uie Senator from New 
York to be of a general ebaiactcr not ai^lieabls 
to Senators -more than to the condition of tha 
country. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to say to the Presid- 
ing Officer that I do not complain of being called 
to order by him. I do not see how lie could 
have done otherwise than call me to order under 
the strict rules of the Senate. I should not havs 
hurled back these imputations but that my eelf- 
respect, my own integrity, and my honor, and 
Uie duty which I owe to a majority of the Senals 
require it of me. I submit the queation, how- 
ever, whether there is not an attempt on that 
side of the Chamber to apply a different rule of 
action to one of their own partisans from wbidt 
they are willing to adi- upon when applied to a 
Democrat? 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I think if thers 
is any one inetent on this floor who would hava 
a right to complain of the tone into which this 
debate has, as 1 may say, run, it is myself. I 
heard the Senator from New York use a very 
strong expression—an expretsion whieb will go 
out to the country, and which, I suppose, will 
not be qualified by any remark of mine — that 
under the arbitrary power of a majority, (and I 
presume he meant through the convenient organ 
of die judiciary CommiitsO the Senator from 
Iowa had been expelled. Those were the very 
words used — that the Senator from Iowa had been 
expelled from this body. That would look as if 
we were willing to avail ourselves of an oppor- 
tunity to make a victim of a party evidently hi a 
minority here. I think the Senator from Iowa . 
will do me the justice to say that I behaved as 
well as I could towards him during his trial, and 
I think he will do me the justice of saying, fltr* 
thermore, as fkr as the Judiciary Committee is 
the representative of the Demoerade portion of 
this body, that it has not made fish of one and 
flesh of another. The Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Tbuhbuia] was certainly made flesh of in oiw 
instance, but we dealt out juaties, I thought, vrith 
the spirit of impartiality. 

Allow me to say, Mr. Presidenl — I wish to say 
it emphalicallv — I wish to say it in the temper of 
justice — I wisn to say it somewhat in the ancient 
spirit which governed the deliberations of the 
Senate — in matters involving the constitutional 
privilege of a member coming from one of the 
sovereign States, 1 know no Democratic party, 
I know no Republican party, 1 do not know this 
side or that side of the House. I oare very little . 
about \riiat gentlemen have said on this question. 
Their romarks are not 'oingtohurt me; hut they 
are to go out to the puUic to make tributaries — ■ 
not to form publioopinion.but popular prejudice, 
in opposition to public opinion; for, thank Qod, 
the atnpirage of unblio opinion does not depend 
on this man or that man^ assstdDo. iMnOM 
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nfiuid of the umpirage of public opinion, nor am 
I ftfinud of the transient prejudice that may be set 
up for the temporary purpoeea of political enda. 
I will Bay, since remarks nave been indulged in 
to the extent to which they have in this caee, that 
I believe it ia a preaumpliTe contdusion to say 
what would be the deciaion of the Senate one 
way or tha other. When ^ntlemeo aatume to 
■ay what will be the decisiou of the Senate, it 
ii an ftsmimptioii which haa not been founded 
upon any demonttfation, or even any intimar 
tion. 

I belieTS myfriend from Geoi^aand my friend 
from Ohio both differed from me in regard to the 
contested eaaea which have been beforethe Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary during ihiajflkgrsBa. 
Now, can ^ntlemen make imputationl^Ke way 
or the other, as regards the oivan of the party 
upon whom they are so UTisn to throw their 
cnaigea? I know that my remarks are not likely 
to find their way into the preaa of New York; Jior 
do I care. I am perhaps as little concerned about 
the opinion or impression which may be mado 
through the press on my character as any man in 
the Senate, because I have very little to aspire to 
in the way of political preferment or distinction, 
^t I aaytin Uie spirit of justice more than I would 
•ay iQ the spirit of fairness, a ftur field and a clear 
aky; we should approach this question, not at oJl 
by saying that tlie gentlemen on that side or this 
side have formed opinions in reference to the con- 
stitutional privileges growing oot of the election 
of a member from one of the sovereign States of 
this Union. Now, in candor I must say that, 
after what has been said, I shall decline taking 

joriadietion of this subject, as chairman of the 
ndieiary CommittM* tfaou^ I know I should do 
Justice. 

Mr. WILSON. A stranger to this debate, Mr, 
President, would suppose, after listening to the 
indignant, denunciatory, and defiant speeches of 
the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rdik,J the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Doholai,] and the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, [Mr. Bnrua,] that 
the motives and conduct of the majority in this 
Chamber had been assailed — wantonly assailed 
by the minority. Sir, these Senators seem to have 
forgotten, in the excitemeM.of the moment, that 
imputations of a partisan aMracter» if made at all , 
were made in response to the assaults of Senators 
on that side of the Chamber. The Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Brioht,] early in this debate, told 
us that he would not be betrayed into a statement 
of the facta or an argument; out he was betrayed 
into a denunciation of the course of the Senators 
from Illinois and New York, [Mr. Triimbdli. and 
Mr. Skwabd,} and into on onslaught upon the 
Republican members of the Senate. He charged 
us with having advised the action of the Repub- 
licans of Indiana, which he is pleased topronounce 
factious and disoigamzing* althoogh the Repub- 
lican oiembers of the Senate of that State nave 
only followed the example set them' by that Sen- 
ator twelve years ago, and the Democratic Sen- 
ators of his State two years ago, doubtless with 
hisapproval. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
ToocBi] followed the example of the Senator 
from Indiana, and modestly assumed to rebuke 
the course pursued by Senators on this aide of 
the Chamber. If Senators on this side of the 
Chamber have made imputations of a partisan 
ctiaracter upon the majority, they have simply 
been betrayed into following the example set by 
Senators of the majority. 

That Senators on this side of tha Chamber 
should feeUand feel deeply, upon this attempt to 
foist into a seat in this body agentleman who has 
no mors claim to a seat in the Senate than he has 
to a seat in the Cabinet, need not excite surprise 
even in the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Too- 
CBT.] Sir, we have before us ona of the most 
stupendous and gigantic frauds that the political 
history of the country records. It is not unex- 
pected to us. It comes here heralded for weeks. 
We have looked for its advent here, and here it 
is before the Senateand the country. The claim- 
ant for a seat in this bodv stands before the Sen- 
ate witli the certificate of tne Governor of Indiana. 
We have before us the positive declarations of the 
Senate of Indiana that it took no part whatever in 
the election— that it, in advance, protested against 
the meditated deed. We have b«fon ui, too, the 



declaration of thirty-four members of the House 
of Representatives, showing the fact, that a con- 
stitutional quorum of the House took no part in 
that election farce. In the face of these facts — 
these declarations of the actors themselves — I 
think it will be better to refer the whole question 
Bo ( he committee, and let the committee examine 
and report upon the eaBS,and the Senate act upon 
it, before the claimant sball have the oath adinin- 
istered to him. 

Senators claim that the uniform practice of the 
Senate has been to administer the oath of office, 
and then to examine, report, andact upon thecose. 
That this has been the usual, if not the uniform, 
practice of the Senate, I admit. Believing it best 
to follow the usual practice of the Senate — that 
all of us have more to gain by that course — I 
am willing even in this case to let the oath be ad- 
ministered, and to refer the matter to the Com- 
mittee on the Jttdidary, or to a speeial committee. 
Upon the motion submitted by the Senator from 
Indiana, I shall vote differently from some of 
those with whom it is my pleasure to act. If the 
motion now pending to refur these [Mtpers to the 
committee fail, I shall vote to have the oath ad- 
ministered now, and have the matter referred; and 
I shall do so with the nndentanding that this 
questin n is to be promptly considered and specdil y 
acted upon. 

Now, sir, I wish to call the attention of Sena- 
tors to the position of this question before the 
country. The Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dooa- 
lab] taunts us — for them was a taunt in his voice 
and in his manner, if not in his words — with 
having voted on Mr. Harlan's case as mere par- 
tisans. He tells us we were willing to keep Mr. 
Hortan in when we are not willing to let Mr. 
Fitch in to have bis case examined, when the 
question in issue is the same. Sir, there is no re- 
semblance between those two cases, or if there is 
any, the resemblance is only apparent. In the 
Iowa case, the Senate and House nad agreed to go 
intoconvention; they hod been in convention; they 
bad acted in convention, and they had a^ourned 
to meet in convention. When the hour to which 
the convention adjourned came, a minority of the 
Senate and a nuijority of the House met in con- 
vention, and by a constitutional majority made 
the election. In this case the Senate never did 
agree to go into convention; they never went into 
convention; they announced, in advance, that 
they would not eo into convention or take any 
part in it; and while the self-styled convention was 
going through the farce of attempting an election 
withoutevenaconstitutional quorum of the House 
present, the Senate was in session engaged in a 
call of the House. Twenty-seven Senatorsagautst 
twenty have, by vote, presented their protest 
against the disotganizing action by which this 
claimant was sent liece. I repeat, that the resem- 
blance between the Iowa caaa and Uiia is only 
apparent; there is no real resemblance between 
them — none whatever. ' 

This Indiana 'election boa attracted the atten- 
tion of the country during the past two years. 
There has been a vacancy in this body for two 

f ears from that State. How came the vacancy ? 
n 1854, the Republicans, or the people's party, 
carried Indiana by eieht or ten thousand popuUr 
majority. They had a majority, I think, of ten 
in the House; and when the Legislature assem- 
bled there were twenty-six Republican Senators 
and twentr-four Democratic Senators. Then it 
was that this same Governor Willard undertook 
tooi]ganize that Senate, threwoutone Republican, 
put in a man of his own pujtv, and then laid aside 
another claimant, and, wmie the Senate stood 
balanced before him, they made a speeial ques- 
tion of this matter, and he gave his pasting vote 
for the indefinite postponement of the whole elec- 
tion. The people of Indiana were cheated that 
year, and have been cbeated for two years, out 
of a representative in this body. 

Mr. PUCrH. I make a question of order on 
the Senator from Massachusetts 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Ohio rises to a question of order. 

Mr. PUGH. Wheth* it is in order for a Sen- 
ator to speak of the transactions of State I^egisla- 
tures, or of officers hoUing commissions under 
them, who cannot nhrsr for thamaelvea. Jt 
seems to m« these impuiauona are out of order; 



Senate. 



and I would respectfully submit to the Chiir 
whether that course of discussion ia proper 

The PRESIDENT pro Umpwt. Tbe Chiir 
must dc^^ that it is not out of order \o Bpesk u 
any Senaw may think proper of a State limt- 
lature or the officers of a Slate. 

Mr. WILSON. It seems to me that tbii » 
rather an unusual poioi of order to be raiatd in 
the Senate. 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir. I say this aa a pet- 
Bonal friend of Governor Willard. 

Mr. BRIGHT. In reply to the point of onier 
made by thihSenator from Ohio, I will stau ihii 
it is unnecessary to go into a defense of GoveniJr 
Willard here. I know the g^eral impatience ot 
Senators to vote. I think tliere is an effort lo 
speak out the evening, and thus exhauii 
patience of tlie Senate. I prefer that the Senator 
from MasBSfsbusetts should proceed; but 1 viU 
enter here for Governor Willard a denial of tU 
statement of the Senator. He never voted odi i 
Senator. He gave no casting vote lo poBtpone 
the senatorial election. He took no partiapoM- 

Eoning it other than as presidit^ officer of iIk 
ody putting questions and deciding them. The 
Senator in misinformed as to his facu. 

Mr. WILSON. I have made no penoMl 
reflections on Governor Willard# I stated nnplj 
what I bad b<>en informed was a facL 
Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator is mistaken. 
Mr, WILSON. Senators may make raiiiaka, 
and I am willing to be corrected by the Senator. 
I was misinformed in regard to the easting mt 
of Governor Willard in 1855. I now uiulerauutd 
that Governor Willard excluded a Repablicui 
Senator from Harrison county who bad the legal 
certificate, and without a vote swore in hii Dem- 
ocratic opponent, on the ground that there hd 
been a miscount of the votes. He also ivore in a 
iJemocratic Senator from Huntington and Weill 
frho had the certificate, but in regard to which it 
was conceded that the Republican bad a decidnl 
majority; but by an accident io the returning 
judge oi a Republican township invot !nakii>j;hu 
return in time, this minority Democnt vu kept 
in his seat till after the senatorial queatioowu 
disposed of, giving them, during that time, two 
majority; thus saving Governor Willard fron 
giving a casting vote. By this action of the Sen- 
ate in 1855, the wiahoa of the people of iDdiioa 
were unheeded, and that State has been partialf 
unreprcaented during the past two vears. 

When the Legislature assemSlca in Januur 
the two Houses were reversed — the IlepublicaM 
had a majority in the Senate, and the EiemocnU 
in the House. Was it not reasonable toanuci- 
pate some liule difficulty in the election of a9eii- 
ator? When the Senator from Indiana left ^w 
chair, Mr. President, and went lo the capital of 
bis State to secure his election, he must bare »- 
tieipated opposition. He must have hadatloii 
some fear tnat Uie Republicans, who were cheatrd 
in 1S55, when ihoy Iiad a large majority in ii« 
State, and a decisive mnjority in the Houie.uiii 
one half of the Si;nate, Would follow tbeexun^ 
he set them twelve years ago. We are all on'" 
tempted to follow bad examples, especially vIko 
they (u^ set by a centleman so distinguiibed u 
the Senator from Indiana. 

The constitution of Indiana requires thtfu^ 
votes for Governor should be opened and couDin 
in tlie presence of both Houses, but it doei 
fix the day or tlie hour when the votes shall be 
opened and counted. The House of Reprewni- 
atives sent to the Senate a resolution fixing the 
hour for such meeting. While that rewJution 
was pending in the Senate, a motion was nwe 
to amend it oy declaring that no other butinen 
should be transacted, and that the conveniioHi 
when that work was executed, should be di>' 
solved. Sir, while this amendment was pending, 
and half an hour before the hour fixed upon 
the House resolution, Governor Witlard rt* 
addressed the Senate, and Uien, followed br ■ 
minority of that body, vent into the Hooae. Toe 
Senate remained in session— nfbsed to adjourn 
or to go into the convention. This setf-siyW 
convention assembled without the agrcementot 
the Senate, and, while that body was in sesaion, 
counted the votes for Governor, and tben, 
out motion, and on the mere declaration of w 
prending officer, the eoarentioa adjourned » 
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hree weeks to elect Senators. The Senate of 
ndiana, itl view of this atMUthorized aetioni 
roiested, in adTsnw, to the proposed election, 
''heir protest— their utjon, i« befov as. It is as 
leaf aa sunlifht that the convention wai wholly 
nauthorized by law, or by the action of the two 
[ouses of the Legislatare, and that the Senate 
lok no part whatever in the election. The Senate 
r that State has promptly placed before ua the 
Mion of that body. In the face of that record, 
le claimant stands before ua with the certtficale 
' the Gkivernor in bia hand, and demands that 
iG oath which shall authorize him to take a seat 
id participate in the doings of this body shall 
I now administered. 

I am willing the usaal coarse of the Senate, to 
hich Senators on the other aide of the Chamber 
■ofess to adhere, shall even in this cose be fol- 
wed. If the motion made by the Senator from 
idiana ia adopted, aa F think it will be, 1 trust 
le committee will act promptly, so that the 
pgisIaLure of Indiana may nave the quesUoti 
■fore it durin? its present session. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, some refer- 
iccs have been made to the contested election of 
iwa,and some inferences have been drawn which 
think are not warranted by the facta in that ease. 
9 far as the papers themselves are concerned, 
lere being a certificate of the Qovernor of the 
Late of Indiana, and also of the State of Iowa, 
id a protest of the Setiate of Indiana, and a pro- 
st of the Senate of Iowa, I suppose the cases 
■e parallel. They are parallel cfises in the num- 
ir and character of the papers before the Senate, 
It not in the facts that have transpired in con- 
iction with them aa esiablished by the protest- 
its, and concurrent history. In tnc Iowa case, 
lerc was a law requiring the Legislature, by a 
lint convention, to elect Senators at4he session 
ezt preceding the occurrence of a vacancy. In 
Idition to this, the two branches of the Gene- 
(1 Assembly of Iowa adopted a joint resolution, 
orceins: to go into an election, and fixing the 
me and place and manner of electing. 

Now, as I understand from the showing of the 
spers here— f^m the protest of the Senate and 
f thirty-four members of the HoQse of Repre- 
mtativcN of the State of Indiana, there is no law 
I existence in that State requiting the Senate to 
nite with the House in joint convention, for the 
urposc of electing United Slates Senators; and 
lat the Senate has never agreed, by the adoption 
Ta joint resolution or otherwise, to the formation 
f a joint convention of the two branches of the 
cgislaturc for that purpose; and thot no quorum 
r cither House acted at the time of thcpreiondsd 
ectton of the gentleman clairaioe a seat. Hence, 
) far OS the facta are eoncemed* the two cases 
re not parallel. The Indiana case is very much 
rooger against the claimant than the case from 
>wa. 

The Republican members of this Senate did all 
}te to sustain the validity of the Iowa election, 
I Btatcd-by the honorable Senator from Illinois, 
Ur. DousLAi;} but they are not, therefore, 
3und by consistency, as he seemed to suppose, 
> vole in favor of the claiiaant from Indiana, 
hey sustained the claimant of a seat here from 
iwa, because, as i suppose, they believed from 
le fhots presented, that the Lc«i«lUure of that 
uite had, by the distinct and deliberate decision 
* both branches, agreed lb elect a Senator, and 
lat the election took place in pursuance of that 
[teenient; that the will of the Legislature, the 
irty liaving the right to elect a Senator, had been 
cprcss^d and clearly ascertained. 

I will take occasion here to stale, ui passing, 
hut 1 have not stated hitherto,.tbat* I have no 
lubt tlie decision of Uie Senate in that case was 
Toneous; but I do not attribute to any member 
r the Senate a consciousness of political feeling 
■r or against me, as an element eoQlrolUog his 
lie. I mdorse most fully wbot has been slated 
Y the chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
ary. So far as I as an individual was concerned, 
e and the members of that committee treated my 
;cltnga with a tenderness that amounted to mag- 
nuiiniiy. So I may say, I think, of-every mem- 
er of the Senate. But I then thought, and still 
link, that the great principle which ought to 
BVD controlled that aecision was overlooked, 
'he Senate did not seem to me to look through 
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the mere technicality of the law — the mere tech- 
nicality of the rule of an election, for the purpose 
of ascertaining what waa the toiU of 1&< eteeUir. 
This view of the cose did ndt lecm to me to have 

been distinctly raised in the mind of many Sen- 
ators. They argued it as they would argue an 
indictment before a cj-imtnal court; or as they 
woiild argue the validity of title to land under a 
forced sale, where the law must be construed 
i itrictltf agaiiui Ihe tiulrununi — where every well- 
: grounded doubt muet be fatal to the State. They 
'■ argued as if the itill of (he eleetdt should be set 
! ; aside rather than some mere technical rule eslab- 
i liahed to aid in iu expression — as if the thing 
i rfanc by the party having the right to act was not 
I to control, rather than some fancied defect in the 

manner of publishing it. 
I No one doubts, perhnps, that the valid election 
I of a United States Senator must be an expression 
I of the will of the Legislature of a State as a tie- 
I liberative body. The Jtine, place, and manner of 
ascertaining that will has been left to the Legis- 
lature itseir. The Legislature of Iowa being com- 

Cosed of two bmnch(.'s — two distinct deliberative 
odies — the will of the *' Legislature*^ could not 
be ascertained without consulting the will of each, 
and ascertaining what wouM be the blended or 
Joint will of both branches. There was a distinct 
will on the part of the Senate, apartof the Legis- 
lature, and a distinct wjil on the part of the House 
of Represents lives, another branch of the Legis- 
lature, and they were adverse to, and independent 
of, each other. Then there must be on agreement 
aa to some rule for the blending of these distinct 
and adverse willo of the two bmnches of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, It wus impossible to proceed 
without. Hence, the Iowa Scnote ajjrel-d with 
the House of Represcniativcs, by the adoption of 
ajointtfeBolution,toelectaSenator. Thcyogrced 
to the time and place and manner of electing, 
and as to what would constitute the election — that 
I is, as to what shoulil, in the opinion of esch.con- 
I Btiiiuc the decision of both. They agreed that it 
I should be the vote of a majority of tbeinemiersof 
the Ltgistatttre asauch, irrcs|>ecLivo of their posi- 
tion aa members of tlic Senate or of the House of 
Representatives. 

The election took place in pursuance of this 
agreement of the two branches of the General 
Assembly, They met at the titne.they met in the 
place, they conducted the election in theswnnsr 
originally agreed upon, and they ascertained the 
result according to the nile^ wuich each branch 
of the General Assembly had previously adopted. 
1 The Legisloturc thus agreed, by ihi- eeparate de- 
i cision ot cacli of iis branches, to every clcmt nLory 
i, act which was, in their opinion, neccBsory to cun- 
' I stitotc a valid election, and each one of tnese acta 
' was performed according to this agreement; and 
I the only fact militating against an irresistible con- 
I elusion of validity was Uiat the Senate of Iowa, 
; as shown in its protest, was not present forming 
I a part of the Joint convention, in an organized 
1 capacity as a Senate. But it bad never agreed to 
I be there aa on organi7.cd Senate. It had agreed 
to be there by its immbera, and had agreed that 
the votes of a tatgorily of the members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly should constitute an election, and 
not the decision of each distinct branch of the 
General AssemblrasadeliberatiTe body. Hence 
I reiterate that I neve not now,.nor have I ever 
' had, a doubt that the will of the Legislature of 
Iowa was fairly expressed in accordance with the 
law of the State, and of the provisions of the joint 
resolution recited, and that it was clearly ascer- 
tained. The Senate of the United States decided 
diflerenlly; and I am not inclined now to stop to 
review the facts that may have had some influ- 
ence on that decision, I do not believe, however, 
as before stated, that a single member of the Sen- 
ate supposed himself to be influenced by party 
feelings in the vote which he gave in my case, 
nor shall I be in giving my rote in the case now 
pending. * 

But Iwill attoropt to point out what I conceive 
to be the distinction between the two cases. They 
are different in this: In the State of Indiana, as 
I understand, there ia qo law requiring the'Seoate 
to unite with the House of Represenlalives for 
the purpose of electing United States Senators. 
Mo joint resotuUon was adopted by the two 
braoobes of the Oeaeral Assembly agreeing to on 



election. No concurrent agreement of any kind 
was ever adopted. They never adopted rules of 
procedure by which an election could take place. 
They never agreed as to what shoald constitute 
an election. When the election is said to liav* 
been held, a majority of the Senate was not pres- 
ent; it was not present in its organized capucity. 
I No constitutional quorum of either branch waa 
1 present. So that no one act necessary to a valid 
■ election was ever agreed toby the Indiana Senate, 
I before, at the time, or since. And the Sennio of 
I Indiana, with thirty-four members of the Huuse 
! of Representatives, thus notify the Senate of the 
I United States. That notificatioa is on your table. 
I They say that they never did agree to mny joint 
I convention for any purpose whatever — not even 
I for the purpose of counting the votes given by tb^ 
I people of Indiana for Governor. 
! "Then we are called on here to vote in favor of 
I admitting a claimant to a seat a* a member of this 
i body in the face of tlie protest of the very parlies 
' who have the righttomake the choice; where ihey 
distinctly say their will never wu consulted, that 
the will of the Legislature of Indiana, as a dcliV 
erative body, given aa a whole, or given by ita 
distinct members aa a Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, was never oonnilted. These facts 
are all here, as well as tbe certificate of the Go.t- 
emor. The Governor has no right to elect— nor 
ia he made the certifying officer by the law of that 
State. Hence, as has oeen well stated by the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Nouase,] the prinm 
fade case is againat the claimant. The Governor, 
who does not elect — who has no right to elect — 
who has no legal authority for certifying an elec- 
tion, informs you that the claimant was cI<A-led. 
But Llic parties that have the right to elect, tbie 
coordinate department of the government of ihs 
State of Indiana, inform you that no election ever 
did -take place. Then the strength of tbe testi- 
mony, according to my judgment, is against the 
right of the party to talce his seat, and! Eh:il! so 
vote. I will d6 so, perhaps, influenced Bl!z'.i<\y 
by what will be the political impression thai will t 
go out to the country from the decision oT the- 
Senate on this preliminary question. Although 
I know that those with whom I osually vote on • 
political questions believe that tbe memherK of 
Uie Senate, in the decision of questions like this, 
act as impartially, so far as Ibeir own con-^cioiw 
rectitude of puipose is eoncorned, as they wouM 
if they were members of the Supreme Court of 
the United States; yet tbe impreasion made on 
the people of Iowa in my case has been vrry 
dilferenl. And for the purpose of iltustraiing 
this point, I will name a few fkets that tKnm lo 
justify their conclusions. 

Whilst the question of the election of a Srnntor 
by the Legislative of Iowa was pending, th« cti-rk 
of one of the committees of this body made hifi 
appearance at the capital of that State, 1 belt>i^9 
on the evening preceding the bolting of the Si;n- 
ate. His free conference with the Democruiic 
members of the Legislature was observed by luy 
political friends. The ufxt morning tlie S<-i)»ta 
met and adjourned — that ia^ bolted — refused tit pm- 
ceed, as an organized body, with the buiiiii':;.'^ nf 
the joint convention. Theduction, howrvoitii'dk 
place, and was sustained by tbe Oovernor, and 
judges of the Supretne Court. The Iowa unto ' 
protested. That protest w^ forwarded imm^-di- 
ately to the President of this Senate, and vas 
called up and read on my arrival here. 'But it 
was believed by the leaders of the Denin> :«:io 
parly in Iowa, that if the question of my vi-ir tn 
a scat should bo promptly cxnniiiK.-d,an'dii< i iil"d 
adversely, that auch a dcciaion by lliemnjori.y <it' 
this Senate, composed almost exclusively rt po- 
litical opponents, would exena strong i;i!l!.' iK->? 
in determining the future political chnrai-t c itf 
tliat State. It was known that I bod warm per- 
sonal iViends all over Ihe Statej growing out of 
facts which I need not here Horratet and it wns 
believed that such a decision here would L-.>11y 
many of them to my support, irrespeciiw of' 
party feeling. It was behevcd by my p«liu<:al 
opponents to be discreet, poliiically, to eui [ '^iid 
the decision of tbe Senate'of the United v^i.ii«s 
^I am reiterating or attempting to rcitcr«i» what 
was tbe impression in Iowa among politicj'ans) 
until sAer the next State election In Iowa, win ii 
it was hoped the Legislature oC'that State might 
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Erove to be clearly Democratic, bo that if I should 
e ejected from my seat, the election of a Dem- 
ocrftl might follow. As they interpret it, an im- 
mediate decision of my right to a seat would 
'injure the Democratic party in Iowa. They so 
notify the majority of the Senate; and the ques'- 
tion ii BUHpendcd. As they internret it, my 
honorable coHeague was hdviied by nis political 
fl-iends in Iowa not to ask their political friends 
here to decide ngainat me in advance of our 
Slate elections, lent such adecision might militate 
against the success of the party. Hence I whs 
perniiltcd to bccopy a seat here, undisturbed, for 
more than year. The whole question went to 
thepeopleof the State, They relumed amnjority 
of my political friends in both branchSa of tlic 
General Assembly f-of nearly tVo to one. Thua 
matters rested, when the Legislature of Iowa 
convened last Deoembcr; when, as I was informed 
by my friends, the Democratic members held a 
caucus and adopted resolutions instructing my 
colleague to call it up, and require the Senate to 
decide it', because, as they believed, there would 
foe divisions in the Rcpuljlican ranks Ihcit might 
prove fatal to an election, defeat my return, or 
that, at all events, it would ao distract tlie Repub- 
licans of the State as to give it, at the next elec- 
tion, to our political opponents. 

I refer to tncae fiicla merely for the purpose of 
showing; the face put on all tuesc decisions of the 
Senate.typoUticiansabroad. They desired that 
thare ahould be no decision in my case until after 
the State election; there was none. They decreed 
efterwards that that case should be decided for 
the purpose of distracting my political friends nt 
home; and it was immediately decided, and de- 
cided as they had instructed their immediate 
political representative here. I will stop here to 
•ay> that t do not implicate my worthy colleague 
as having participa tea in any of these movements, 
nor do I assert thst they were known to a single 
member of this Senate. I am presenting the 
political phase of the case, as it is understood by 
the people of Iowa who were immediately af- 
fected.- 

Pursuing the subject in this light, I now come 
to the case from Indinna. It is understood by tis 
all, that aom(! years since, the very worthy Senator 
who represenia that State on Uiis floor, did, by 
hia own act, inaugurate the policy which be to- 
day has so heartily denounced on this floor as 
revolutionnry. I do not make the statement from 
personal knowledge; but I know it historically 
to be true. TUc House of Representatives had a 
"Whig majority; in the Senate the Democrats and 
Whigs were equally divided. The honorable 
Senator was (it that time Lieutenant Governor, 
and consequently President of the Indiana Sen- 
ate. There was a vacancy in the United States 
Senate from that State; and he, aa President of 
the Senate, gave the casting vote against a joitt 
coDTention of the two branches of the Qeneral 
Assembly -for tt*e purpose of filling it. The 
■ election was thus deferred for a year by his vote. 
The next Legislature was Democratic in both 
branches, by wtiom he was elected to fill the 
▼acancy which his own vote had perpetuated; thua 
reaping the reward directly in his own person of 
Vhat he now denounces as i-evolutionary, with 
auch an apparent heartiness, and for which he 
■eemq to hold oihermembersof this body respons- 
ible to the extent, at least, of having had a guilty 
knowledge. 

Ills known, also, that two years ago', sa has 
already been stated, the House of I^prcsenta- 
tives of that State was Rcpublicin, and the Sen- 
ate Democratic. The Senate Iheji again, in pur- 
suance of the very policy which he had inau- 
gurated, refused to go into joint convenlioi: for 
the purpose of electing a Senator, thus deferring 
an efecUon to Hll the scat now claimed two years. 
In the mean time a new election haS taken place, 
and that, too, let me state here, as the people of 
Indiana understand it, without authority of law. 
This Legislature itself, that purports to have 
elected these Senators at the present session, is 
aaid to have been elected without authority of 
law. There was no ikw authorizing die election 
of members of the General Assembly of that 
State, no law apportioning the State into sena- 
torial and representative districts. The old law 
pu that subject, as it is said, was set aside by the 



new constitution, which made it the dutjf of the 
first General Assembly convening under it to re- 
apportion the State into aenatoriuand represent- 
ative districts. 

Butitissaid that this same Indiana Senate that 
refust'd to form a joint convention, also, for po- 
litical reasons, refused toopportion the State into 
appropriate districts; and consequently, that the 
election of the present Legislaiure of Indiana 
was held by virtue of a proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor under the old law, which the constitution 
had set aside. Under this election thns brought 
about, the people; of the State say they are un- 
eriually and unfairly rrpresented. X tioid in my 
hand a letter from one of tlie members of the 
General Assembly of that State, who happened 
tp be afellow-studentof mine while we were both 
members of one of the literary institutions of that 
State, from which I read dn extract containing 
the fbllowing facts. I give them on his anthority, 
though I have seen them in the newspapers pre- 
viously: 

" tTitdRr this appnrtioninent nf the State— under the nii- 
thorliy of tlie Govsmar, Blactcford countjr, with 689 votai, 
bOs one rcprescnlBtivc ; StUIivan couDty, with 3,304 votm, 
two ; Itoniic couitty, wltli £1,675 votes, two ; Clay, wiih 3,769 
VOlCi, two"— 

All Democratic counties. 

" Ti|ipe«mm conmy, wUI> 5,13(t votes, one ; JctHenon 
county, with 4^7.> votew, one ;.Lit Porte, with 4,817 votes, 

one." 

The latter counties being Republican. They 
say that this refusal to apportion the State was a 

political measure adopted a elibcrately by the Dem- 
ocrats, havingcon trot of one branch of tneGeneVal 
Assembly, for the purpose of affecting the polit- 
ical character of the present General Assembly. 
Had the State been fairly apportioned, it is claimed 
that the political character of the Legislatttre now 
would have been difl'ercnt. As the Republicans 
of Indiana see this case, the vacant seot now 
claimed by the gentleman from Indiana was con- 
tinued vacant for two years by the revolutionary 
act of a Democratic State Senate; that a Demo- 
cratic State Senate refused a fair apportionment 
of the State; that a Democratic Governor ordered 
an election under an apportionment that was glar- 
ingly unjust and unfair, and without authority of 
law; that in this way the Democratic party of 
the State has succeeded in electing a majority of 
the membera of the House of Representatives; 
that this House of Representatives has, without 
the authority or consent of the Senate, attempted 
to electa Democratic United States Senator. And 
now, with all these facts staring us fully in the 
face, a Democratic United States Senate ia cx- 

Eected to admit the applicant to a seat, and thus, 
y its net, give the parly the fruits of this alleged 
political corruption. The majority of the Senate 
of the United Slates will seem thus to indorse all 
that their political friends in Indiana have done 
in that State for party purposes. 

Now, Mr. President, aside from every other 
consideration, this view of the case would infld- 
ence me to vole for the proposition of the Senator 
from Illinois to refer this case immediately to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Let them examine 
the facts; lei them report; and, on a full devel- 
opment of all the facts, aa I am sure we shall have 
them fairly presented by that committee, we can 
decide this question without injury to any one. 
If the election shall then, in the opinion of the 
Senate, appear to have taken place in a legal and 
constitutional manner, admit tno parties claiming 
the seats; if not, refuse them seats here, and thus 
refuse to become parties to what is alleged to be 
polilical fraud and corruption. For one, I am not 
willing that the Senate shall seem to countenance 
such asystrm of political corruption. By adopt- 
ing the resolution proposed by the Senator from 
Illmois, we silence even the voice of suspicion; 
by refusing it, the Senate will receive censure. It 
is worth something, 1 think,for a judicial tribunal 
to know that the people by whom it is surrounded 
have confidence in its integrity. If so, it ought 
to be worth something to the Senate of the United 
States. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- 
ator from Illinois indicate the papers he proposes 
to refer? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The credentials, and also 
the papers which I presented — the protest of the 
ScDBte and thirty-four members of the House — 



all the papers, toother with the rcsolatiaiof^ 
Senator from Indiana. 

The PRESIDENT jirotonpwe. TbeauHj, 
is on thfe motion that the resolution of uTsti 
ator from Indiana, together with ihecrfdesy 
ofGrahamN.Fitch,and the papers piwnii.^L 
the Senator from Illinois, be referred IoUmCm 
mittee on the Judiciary. i 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeumju 
and they were ordered. -i 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Is it ondtmi 
this motion decides the question vheiaii 
gentleman shall be gualifiea? 

The PRESIDENT pro (enqiere. TlwqoatJ 
ia -to commit the papers. 

Mr. DURKEE stated that he had pL-nji| 
with Mr, PsARt^G. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My eollesgne (Mr.lU 
LAi] had occasion to leaive the Senaie,andl:ij 
paired off with him. I should have latind 
atlirmative, 

The question being takeii byyeaianj^ 
resalted—yeas 13, nays 33; as follovi: [ 

yi!A9— Messrs. CiitluneT,CritieDdi!D, FuMRtr^.J 
Foster, tlaie, Iliirlan, NnurHC, Bemud, TlimnmtilEi 
.tuciiy. Wade, and Wilaon— 13. 

NAYS— Meain. Ad&ms, Allen, Bafoid.BcUofTrau 
me , Bi«n, B igtcr, Dtiebt, Bmwa, BnUfr, Ca^ dit.;^ 
EvHna,FiizpaLrick, Geyer,Grc6ii, Hunter, Juiii^.jt:^ 
Jone* of Iowa, Matlnry, Mason, PtBtt, Pu^li. Eid. ^ 
Stiboitian, Slidoll, atasgu TmhdIw, Toocct, Woc.a 

So Um motion waa not agmd to. 

The PRESIDENT pro fempwe. Tbttm.i 
ia on the adopti6n df the resolntion of it ^ 
ator from Inmana, [Mr. Bkigbt.] 

The resolution was agreed to; acd ibt .ic 
prescribed bv law having been adminirifH :! 
Mr. FiTctf , he took h is sea t in the Seuit. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, the Sivai 
journed. | 

TvEiDAT, F^rvaqi 10, 1857. 

The Senate proceeded to consider Mr. Rn<i 
motion to refer the credentials of Mr. Fini,d! 
the papers yesterday presented b^Mt.tuv| 
BULL, to the Committee on the Judiciarr. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I auesiisted yeslerdttik: 
hoped these papers would be referrEd toiE^i 
committee, ^he Judiciary Commiil«lui>ki 
under consideration two or three ofiliettr:*! 
•tiona at this Congress, and the chiinui J- 
pressed a determination yesterdnynotlnEC-' 
thiscaae. Wehaveplentyof bueinesswpnv"? 
I hope the Senate will raise a select esaKitii 
and refer this case to them, and not8etiji[:^:t| 
Judiciary Committee, who have n laiw aif- 
of business now, towards the end of 
to be acted on, and it is important that it 
go to persons specially charged wiili iii 
eration. I do not know that the JudicurrC::- 
mittee could act on it until theendoftlKi»>: j 
f should not be at all solicitous to do h ias-\ 
1 move that the case be referred to a m1«ib»! 
mittee of five, to be elected by the SeMii.a!| 
therefore the party objection will notcuR ,1 

The PRESIDENT pro (eiapow. TI>eCB:j 
undcratandfl the rules to preecnbe tliitt}i(it^-'| 
to refer to a standing committee is the prfff.'^ 
motion. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I know that; bai I mi- 1 
other motion so that if we vole doarn ibe w' 
osition to refer to the Judiciary CouniUH'^ 
Ssotfe can then refer the case to • scltcttnaav 
tee. BothmoUonsBrcbeforetheSeintr. »<■' 
of the present state of ftcts, and the opp« 
of tlie chairman of the committee, miI iik'^ 
cumstance that the Judiciary Commitirt hsit * 
cognate questions before them— *iid thewnsiB 
have gone much further.in myopinion.uiit'. 
law— I ask that we bedischarged.orelseun" 
have some new colleagues. . 

Mr. SEWARD. Cannot the moiion ^ 
to a select committ« be considered aa an m^' 
ment or substitute for the other mouon.' 

The PRESIDENT prafempon. K"-"-, 

Mr. SEWARD. I donotwiilitovowip'* 

the reference. . ,,„, 

Mr.RUSK. TheruleoftbeScnsieJ.Y''; 
motion to refer to a standing commill« 
order; and I trust this case will talu' 
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nt in the debate ibe chaimMn of the Commitwe i 
I the Judiciary aaid he did not deeire to lake i 
argo of ihe case. j 
Tlic PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 36th rule ■ 

the Senate provides: "Wheo motions are made 
■ reference of the same lubjeet to a select cotn- 
ttee and to a atanding eommittce* the question 

reference to the alandinf comioittee ehall be 
t first. ' ' The Chair will therefore consider that 
urould not be in order to amend tliia motion by 
iMtLiutin^ a seteclfor astanding committM. 
Mr. TOUCEY. I hope tbeScnatewill not re* 

ibis subject to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
is with ?reat reluctance that that committee 
I been called upon to act in caces of that kind; 
I constituted oa it is — aa the Remark has been 
ide that the comnittee is so constituted — I am 
tirely opposed to the reference of the subject 
that committee. It has been indicated by some 
the politico^ opponents of the Senator who was 
naiited to be sworn yesterday, that the commit- 
' was constituted politically all one way» and 
i[ has been made aground of objection to a ref- 
ince to tliat committee. As a member of that 
mmittee, I am entirely opposed to the reference 
any Question of this tort for its. consideration, 
lope Uio course will be taken of refbrrioK it to 
elect committee composed in part of the ii-ionds 
uiose who are opposed to the admission of the 
nator to his seat. I thi^k the. wish of the 
toimittee on the Judiciary— and I am sure there 
but one wish with them — should be acceded to 

the Senate. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I hope the 
ition of tho8enatorfromGeoi^a-{Mr.TooHSi] 
li not pruvuil. I am camlid enough to state thati 
iar as this question is eoncemeu, I want it in- 
itigated , and I want it reported upon at an early 
y; and t am candid enoi^ still further to say 
It really howi shall ultimately vote I do not 
:ow. When the fasu ore oU slated — when a 
port is made according to the law, or. according 
reason prtfbably — I snould not say according 
parliamentary law, for the precedents and the 
V here arc crcry way — I shoU be ready to make 

my mind. I naTe confidence in the Judiciary 
immittec, and 1 wish to haTo their opinion. 
Indiana has sent a coupk of Senators here, and 
TOted against their being s'wom in yesterday, 
cause I never want to put the cart before tue 
rse. We are by the Constitution to judge of 
lelociiona, returns, and quRliUcations of persons 
fit hero, and I wish to know whether tliey are 
tutors in the first place. I wish to know, when- 
er a case of this sort cornea up, tluit it is the I 
ice of EsDU, and not the hand of Jacob. I am 
favor of the Judiciary Commiiieo deciding it, 
d taking all the rGsponsibiliiy, and not get out 

the way either on the principle or the facts. 1 
re conndencG in the chairman of the Judiciary 
imniittee — the Senator firom 8omh Carolina, 
Ir BcTLEn,] and the gentleman who arc oaso- 
ited with him. I do not care to which side of 
! Chamber ihcy belong. I have no idea that 
!y are going to decide this, that, or the other 
ly, wrongfully or rightfully, according io party 
Mudice or anything else. 

Possibly, ac::oriinR tu precedent, these gcntle- 
:n ought lo hare been admitted at once yester- 
y. 1 voted that they should not be admitted 
nply because I Lhooght their title should be set- 
d before allowing them to express the voice and 
of Indiana. Whether, in the absence of all 
jalativc regulations m tlieSiate of Indiana,a ma- 
rity of ibc Legislature could elect, and whether 
impotent majority has elected them, I am not 
spared to say. Whether I shall vote for them 
not, I am not prepared to say. I am rather 
^incd to think that, on thai proposition, I may 
ssibly vote for them — I mean as a mere legal 
oposiiion — although I objected to giving thcni 
tart, and admitting them without investigation, 
Cause precedents amount to nothing. As the 
niicman from Georgia himself, who belongs to 
it committee, said here the other day, cougres- 
'nal precedents ore mere straws. He knows it, 
d everybody elee knows it, who has ever been 
tjuainted with them, because, in all the contealed 
:clions, if you will refer to the book of contested , 
'Ctiona, you will find that they have generally 
ne by portjr predilections and party notions, 
1 luwfl no idea of •txyin§ thie question ilk tMt 



' way. I have no objection to our late President, 
, [Mr. BaisUT,] or to the other honorable genlle- 
, man, [Mr. Fitch.) I think when we have a Com- 
i mittee on the Judiciary to judge about the election 
and qualifications and the returns of members, 
before we allow them in to vMe, we ought to see 
that they are qoalifiod and properly returned , and 
have the right to vote. It might turn out that a 
vast number of important questions were determ-. 
ined wrongfully by men casting votes as ouati 
Senators, who, upon the eventual decision of the 
cose, are found to be no Senators at oU. 1 want 
the Judiciary Committee, in reference to this sub* 
ject, to act upon the law and precedents and 
sense of the case, and to come up to the respons* 
ibility and make a report. 1 nope my friends 
from South Carolina and Geoi^ia will not say they 
do not wish to do this, or that, or ;he other th ing. 
If this be a valid election under the Constitution; 
let it be so decided; butlet itundergothc investi- 
g^on of tlie regular committee. I^t us have no 
specially-raised committee — nothing of that kind 
arranged in refierenee to it. I do not pretend to 
decide the question of the right of these gentle- 
men. They are national men and good men, and 
I like them; but I do not Uke them well enough 
to decide differently from the law of the case. 
But let the regular committee decide it property. 
I am ogajnst this policy of going out oi the ordi- 
nary course. 1 have a good' many other things I 
could say lUMHit this matter; I will not say thero 
now, but I may aay them hereafter^ 

Mr. RUSK. I think, that after what was said 
in Ihe debate yesterday) it is extremrly proper to 
refei this ease to the Oomi&ittee on the Judiciary, 
and not to a select committee. Tlie insinuations, 
if any were intended, were — the language used-, 
upon more occasions than one, seemed to insin- 
uate — that the constitution of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee rendered them an improper committee to 
consider this case. Sir, iho history of ilie Sen- 
ate shows that thd^ are liable to no such impu- 
tations. J think it was iniproper and unoeoato- 
rial to indulge in them. Thcv fall harmless at 
their feet. X'hey have been selected by the Sen- 
ate for the discharge of the duties relating to that 
branch of the bostneva of the Senate, and this is 
a qnestion which involvA the Constitation and 
laws. As I have said, these insinoationa eonnot 
damage th* committee. They owe it to tfaenv 
selves, after they are made, not to retire sensi- 
tivelv^underthem,in my opinion, but to discharge '• 
the auties which their omcial position dcmanilii 
at their hands. Sujipose wc establish the r:)te 
1 Uiat, when an inmnuation is ca»t aguinst liie jus- ; 
tice of a particular committee, they wjll therefore 
retire from the responsibility of the discharge of 
their duties: wliatwill be the consequence ? Ex* 
tend the rule, and we should not be able to vote ; 
on the cose, because the same insinuations, and | 
in much stronger terms, were thrown on ihejirhole 
Democmtic side of theSenate. So for as the ob- j 
servatiooB related to thei Judiciary Committee, j 
they were qualified by an individual who hod been ' 
betore that, committee, who testified to the cour- 
tesy and geotlessanly manner in which they hod 
treated his ease. No such palliation was onerad 
in regard to the charges cost on a majority of the 
body. Under these circumstances, it seenu to j 
me, a case is not presented in which we should > 
depart from the ordinary rulus of proceeding of ' 
the body, 1 
jVir. GREEN. Mr. President, I think it my | 
duty to say, in justice to members on both sides ; 
of the Senate, ihalmy understanding of the cur- j 
rent of remarks yesterday is entirely different. I i 
understood over^ gentleman to express the ut- 
most confidence in the Judiuory Cfommittee, on 
both sides of the Senate Chamber. I make this , 
remark because I am of that side to which the 
majority of the committee belongs. I imderstood 
no aspersion whatever to be cast on them by any 
nmark made by any Senator. But aa several of 
the members of iliat committee do not desire to ' 
j take hold of the subject, it seems to me, as a mat- ' 
I ter of courtesy to them, Aa a matter of deference | 
' to their feelings, this csKeou'tit to be rel<-rred to | 
[ a select committee, and fur tliat reason 1 shall : 
. vow ill that way- 
Mr. SEWARD. I shall probably differ 'from 
a majority of the tuunibers of the Senate with 
whom I am aeeuaiemed to act politically, upon 



this occasion, and I shall therefore stale very 
briefly the grounds upon which I stand. 

I believe it is the sense of the minority that the 
Judiciarv is as impariialas any committee can be 
expectea to bo. 1 concur in that opinion, and 1 
believe all the Republican mtmben of the Sonata 
have the utmost confidence in that committee. I 
believe a majority of those members will vote to 
send this question to the Judiaiary Committee. 
Nevcrthctess, since the alternative is offered, on 
the motion of gentlemen of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee themselves, that there be a select commit- 
tee, I shall vote .for a select committee, and voto 
against the reference to the Jt^icinry Committee 
as a proceeding necessary in order to reach the 
mhcr motion. I do that upon this ground: that 
the Judiciary Committee, as it is constituted— 
whether by accident or otherwise I do not now 
think it necessary to inquire — has no member of 
the minority of theSenate upon it-, inother words, 
no person repreaentiag the Republican party. It 
is proposed now tliat a question which involves 
the interests of that party AaU be re&rrod to a 
seleu eommiuee, upon wliiofa thejr shall be rep* 
resented. If su«h a select committee shall oe 
constitated, it is understood that the minority will 
have a representation on it. Aa amember of tliat 
minoritjr, I think it is the daty. of the minority 
to take its rights. when offered, to claim its par- 
liamentary rights whether offered or not, sim to 
assume its just parliamentary responaibjiities, and 
not to dechne them. Therefore it is that, while 
1 hare as much confidence in the Judiciary Com- 
mittee 88 any other member of tjK'SeDaic,'prob> 
ably, I at the same time shall vote, although I 
may not be sustained in it, for a reference to a 
select committee. I do this bscanse I think that 
if the cose was entirely reversed, and I was here 
in a majority, and that a Judioiary Committee 
that agreed with me in politics throughout-existed, 
I should hold it to be the right of the minority in 
such cases to have a representation on the oov* 
roiuee before which such case was to be presented. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, if this were a 
new question, I should say the matter ought not 
toXe referred to aa smallacommllteeas the Judir 
ciary Committee. I havebeenon that committed 
for eleven years, and these are questions which 
are painftil — painAil to me particularly — because* 
whether I have been in the minority or the ma* 
jority nf that committee, it somehow happens 
that my judgmefet, or the judgment which I nidi- 
cated, has prevailed. I have no idea that such 
a committee ai the Judiciary Committee, with 
thA concenlntted responsibility upon it, ought to 
take jurisdiction of such a matter as this. Ithink 
there ought to be a committee of privileges and 
elections, coosisting of at least ten. I do not de- 
cline the jurisdiction on the ground that I distrust 
myself. Gentlemen need not be alarmed on that 
subject. I am not afraid of myself on any one 
of these cases, if my duties require me to take 
iurisdiction of it. If the case were sent to the 
Judiciary Committee, I aupposs I should give 
my judgment upon it: but I assure you, Mr. 
President, that these questions have been so often 
beibrc that committee, that really, there is a chan- 
nel made through the minds of the different mem- 
bers of the committee, and I feel that I should go 
into a committee almost as into a box of jurymen 
with opinions formed. Tbat is a preuy fair view 
of the. subject. I do not say that I have formed 
an opinion; but there is a certainty that opinions 
have been formed, and that I have reported re- 
peatedly on these Bubjects; I know that if justice 
IS to be done, it should not only be done vi^hily 
in the abstract, but it ought to oe done rotis&c- 
torlly. With the notion that may prevail that I 
havo preconceived opinions— ^nd 1 nave no doubt 
the impression does prevail that I have precon- 
ceived opinions — I do net think it right to go to 
that committee., I think you ought to have a 
new trial committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. This same question 
occurred, you will recollect, Mr. President, in the 
case of the honorabie Senator from Iowa, [Mr. 
Harlan.] A motion was then made for a select 
committee, and the question was submitted to ih^ 
Senate, whether the case should go to the reg- 
ular standing committee on the J^iciary, or w 
a select oonmittea. Very mudjftbe /W^^jj^TP, 
.wen fun»i«d UfiigUftvMD^fVAkfilwmn' 
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tee that are now saegeated. It was painful to 
my honorable frientTwIio is at the head of the 
Judiciary Committee, and no doubt to other 
memberfl, to Ujce charge of a aabject like this, 
requiring l^or andaUemioDtaiid involving aome 
degree of feeling. Bat the Senate, on full con- 
sideration of the whole matter, determined that 
they would pursue the ordinary course, and that 
the subject shoilld go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I thought so then; I think so now. 
To whom will it not be diaaereeable and painful? 
To whom will it not be trouuleaome? It wilt be 
so to any committee that you can select. We 
have a general coQEdence in the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. We know them; and we do not know 
who may be selected on a special committee. It 
is the irt'gular tribunal for the'decision of these 
questinna; and my frieqdson that committee, and 
especially the chairman, in whose ability and 
iustice wehave confidence, must meet the respons- 
ibility of their station , and take the case in charge. 
That is my judgment. 

If the Judiciary Committee or any of its mem- 
bers ars excused from acting now, now can you 
refuse to admit the same apology from any gen- 
tleman who may be selected for a^special com- 
mittee } The Judiciary Committee is the regularly 
appointed organ of the Senate* and the regular 
tribunal to decide such qaestiona. There is no 
reason why they should not do it. That they 
bare considered such subjects heretofore only 
attests their greater competency nnw to examine 
and decide on this case; out I think there are very 
imptmant reasons behind and beyond all this why, 
in the present eassr tliis cause abould go to that 
committee. 

If you appoint a special committee, who are to 
be selectee r We know^ot; but if you depart 
from the regular committee now by a rote of (he 
Senate, according to the suspicious temper which 
exists here and without these walls, it may be 
supposed that we have selected a special commit- 
tee with a view to a special pui^>ose. Letusavoid 
all suspicions. I know these suspicions are un- 
just. As long as I have witnessed the proceed- 
ings of tb>« body, every question of this aortiias 
been decided justly ana iiberally, in a manner 
suitable to this House and the great station tliey 
occupy; and no one, so far as my knowledge and 
experience go, has the least cause to complain of 
partiality or intentional injustice in the decision 
made in any cause. The supreme tribunal which 
sits in the Chamber below us does not deserve to 
be held higher above all suspicion than the pro- 
ceedinKS of this body in questions of this descrip- 
tion. They areof ajudicialcharaeler. Wedectde 
them as such according to the law and the Con- 
Ftiiution, and oar best judgment. I do not wish 
now to depart front tho ordinary coarse of pro- 
ceeding. 

In tlie old way there is safety. Why should 
we depart from it? To pass uy the Judiciary 
Cnmmiiti*e would be irregular, and might be con- 
sidered even as an imputation on the juatice of 
that committee. To be sure, the chairman ex- 
pressed his reluctance to act. That is not a suffi- 
cient reason. Ynu will have no committee, if 
that excuse be admitted. No gentleman ilL'sires 
to iiriderinkc this burden; but the post of honor — 
the Hpat of judgment— has beenat the firsigiven to 
ihi^ commiiiee, and let them take it and perform 
lalmrs with oil its resjwtisibilities. 1 hope the 
tit'iiAte will not depart from the regular and accua* 
tniiied usa^re. Tliere is sail^ty in it. There is 
none ill any other course. I nope the motion to 
refer Mie cose to the Judiciary Commrtice will 
prevail, and that wu sliall liave no select com- 
initi«fi nn this aubjfct. 

Mr. HALE, i remember, sir, that when this 
question was up yesterday on tho incidental mo- 
tion which was mado to swear in the Senator froVn 
Indiana, {Mr. Fitch,] we were^ld on the other 
side of tltc Chamber with a great deal of emphasis, 
that they intended to show how much higher th^y 
stood ill the scale of justice than mere {>ariiHana 
in this respect; that they meant to mete nnt ex- 
actly the measure and modeof juMiice in this case 
Jhat was measured and meted out to mylionora- 
blo friend who sits on my right, [Mr. HarlamH 
and wa were taunted with a deaire td take a dif- 
ftrent course from what was pursued in that caeo. 
It BSasH- W UWD| tluU coosisieaeyt if any- 



body seta much value on that,shouId induce those 
gentlemen who were so strenuous on that occa- 
sion to assure us that thoy meant to give us not 
only the same quality, but the same quantity of 
justice that we had — to adopt now thevame man- 
ner that was then adopted— by a reference to the 
Judiciary Committee instead of a selecct com- 
mittee. 

I do not yield to the force of the objections 
which hare been suggested by the honorable 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee. This is 
a judicial question; and 1 bam always supposed 
that it was a matter favorable to a correct judicial 
construction of a question , that the tribunal before 
whom it was brought bad, on another set of facts, 
settled certain great leading constitutional princi- 
ples which were to be their guide in flititre cases, 
and it would be a great relief to their judgment 
to be able to find, by reference to past history, 
that the principles which were to be their guide 
had already been adjudicated upon. Of course, 
neither tlm committee nor anybody else knows 
that the facts in this case will be similar to those 
|n the case from Iowa. As I understand tliem, 
they are Very widely di&erent. But if that com- 
mittee, in the course of investigation, have seuled 
certain great principles, and those principles have 
been sanctioned by the Senate, it seems to me ft 
wmild'be abutting our eyes to that light which 
Divine Providence offers to illuminate us, if we 
were to pass by that committee with its great 
experience, and ventutf out upon uncertain con- 
tingencies that might arise from taking up a new 
and select committee. • 

I differ, too, from Iny honorable friend from 
New York. He seems to assume that this is a 
motion to constitute a select committee with one 
or two Uepublican members on it. I do not so 
understand it. It docs not so read on its face; 
end if it may be allowed to a Black Republican 
member to quote a Virginia Democrat, I say, in 
the language of Patrick Hefiry, that I know no 
better lamp to guide my feet than the lamp of 
experience; anil experience has not taught me 
that it follows ns an irresistible corollary, that if. 
you choose a select committee on a tpieaiion of 
this sort, tliero will be any of these gentlemen on 
it. Neither do I desird it. It is not worth while 
to say a word about the confidence all have in 
this committee, because it< has not been im< 
peached; but I will say this: it is as necessary 
that the country should believe that justice la 
done, as that it should be done; and if the repre- 
sentations which have been read at your table in 
this case be true, there are some extraordinary 
features in.it. If it be taken up by the Senate in 
hot haste, end a course differentfrom that which 
has been uniformly pursued, at least for a few 
past years, be adopted in tins case, the wicked 
world outside, that do not know what high and 
honorable motives we are governed by here, will 
be apt to think that some ainister motives may 
have prompted the decipion in this case. 

Now, sir, that our good may not be evil spoken 
of, and the mouths of evil speakers mi\y be closed , 
I hope we shall adhere to the old tracks, pursue 
the ancient paths of precedents, and refer this 
cuse, na we' did the cose of the honorable Senator 
from lowH, and as we have referred every case 
that has come up here within six' or eight years, 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. I know the Senator will allow 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. I 

Mr. BUTLER. The iact is, that referring such I 
subjects to the Judiciary Committee has been an | 
innovation upon the usagea of the Senate. Mr. 
Yulee's case was referred to a select committee. 
Thecaseof my friend General Sbieldswas referred i 
to a select committee, or at least to a committee | 
raised for the occasion and 1 biilieve I may say i 
until within the last three or four years the Com- ! 
mittee on the Judiciary has iioi had jurisdiction Of ; 
maiiera of this kind. | 

Mr. HALE. I spoke of the recent practice. : 
The old practice UEed Co bo, in some cases, to re- 
fuse to swear in a member upon his credentials, I 
but modern light introduced a different practice : 
in tIvitrc«|RCl. So in this, the more recent firac- ; 
tice h«8 U-en as 1 have sugeested. And more ' 
particufurly, as has been said 1^ the honorable ; 
Senator from Kentucky, [Ut. Cbittehdeu,] iu I 



the case of my friend from Iowa, all those rea- 
sons were discussed and gone over. I know it 
will be painful to the kind feelings of the bonor- 
able Senator from South Carolina if he has to re- 
porragainat this member, but it is by no means 
certain that ha will do eo. If he should be so for- 
tunate as to make a report in his favor, then be 
will get a compenuation for the lacerated feelings 
which he has auffernl in expelling so many. So 
that I think the argument on that point is bal- 
anced. I do hope the case will go to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr TRUMBULL. I feel entirely indifferent 
as to what committee this matter may bcr referred 
to, further than this: I am informed by persons 
from Indiana it is important that this case shnutd 
be taken up and early disposed of. The Legii- 
latu^ of Indiana is now in session, mA wiii 
shortly adioum, and does not meet again fortwo 
years, its sessions being biennial. It is important, 
therefore, that the matter should be disposed of 
as soon as possible, so that in case the siuii^ 
member is not entitled to a seat, the Legisjaton 
mar, if they think proper,go on snd elect some 
one. The only feeling which any one can have 
about it, is that it should go to a conimiitee that 
will act and report upon it at an early day. 

Now, as to the Judiciary Committee, no one 
has cast any reflection upon that committee, that 
I have beai4. It was stated that the commitiee 
was nwde op exeluatTely of one paity. That fact 
did not eonatitute a reflection on the i*oinmitu>e. 
But 1 am glad, sir, that a new era ia to bo inaa- 
gurated in this body. I was plcascil to bear tlie 
Senator from GonnecUeat[Mr.ToDCBT] say thsi 
he was in fkvorof a special committee in tbisease, 
and give as a reason that there should be put on 
it some persons gf ths opposite party to himself. 
This amounts,! tliink, very nearly to an admis- 
sion that it was wrong to form the rommittfi^ 
without putting persons of all parties on ibeia 
originally. 

Mr. TOUCEY. The SonatorwHl allow meto 
explain.. At the tinrke wheu the Judiciary Com- 
jnittec was formed, there were gentJemt'n of tb« 
opposite party upon that committee; but {nriy 
affairs have taken such a direc:ion that they have 
come t6 act witli ^e majority of the committee 
in upholding the Constitution and tb» Govern- 
ment of the country. That is not our fault. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me a momenU This 
discussion seems — especially on the part of the 
Senator from Illinois — to lake a very wide rang«. 
He thought proper yesterday to say quite a num- 
ber of things that I wish to reply to, and if IM 
discussion is to go on, I shall do so. The sisu- 
ment has been alreadymade, thattwo genilem^ 
the minority of the committee at the last Con- 
gress*, went not put on as Democrats; but becsu« 
persons with whom the gentleman [Mr. Tan- 
bull] associates were so obnoxious that Sena- 
tors would not act with them, it is not proper ts 
put an imputation on the Senate, tlmt they did 
not place on the committee gentlemen of the oih^r 
side. My friend from Missouri [Mr. Gcrca] 
was placed on the Judiciary Committee as a 
Whig, and I was not placed there in any connec- 
tion with the Demorratic party. I say the insin- 
uation is unjust. If it is the pleasure of the Ser.' 
ate, I will withdraw the motion I have made.and 
let the case lake its course, unless they ebooMcu 
pursue this argument for-political reasons; afd 
if 80, 1 am ready to go into it at any time it sooi 
he pleasure of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The commiitefs of this 
body were formed at the hegmning of this present 
session. 

Mr. TOOMBS and others. The present Coa- 
gresa. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I say theconimittees wei« 
voted upon at the present siusion; and the mem- 
bers of the Judiciary Commitiee were all, as 1 
understand, then, as now, supportera of this Ad- 
ministration. The committees were first forrot^. 
it is truo, R year ago lost December; but upon xitt 
only question which affecte the people of the 
country, as I understand it, they were acting to- 
gelhur at that time. 

But, sir, if the Serator from Cunnecticut, whea 
he speaks of the coa(nm(c<Lbein»l«ci*arily com- 
po«g)j9i||^(«%y V00£aMi^ of 
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Oe ConslUution, meiina to any that any one faecp 
is not'an itpliolderof that instromentt I thould 
like to know to wiiom he alludes, or rather if the 
allusion is to ne? I claim to be as firm aa ad- 
herent to the Conattiution of my country as tliat 
Senntor; nnd' he haa no right to aet himself up, 
or the party with w.hich he acUi aa the only up- 
holders of the Coiwtitution which we bare all 
aworn to support. How is it that a special com- 
mittee is to be formed, and persons put upon it 
opposed to liim in politics^ Would he put two 
men on it opposed to the Constitution? If they 
an fit to go on a special committee^ are they not 
fit to go on a standinc committee of this body ? 

Mr. TOUCEY. Will the Senator allow me to 
explain? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. Ishallbeelad 
to hear from the Senator from Cooaeetieut, (br I 
regret such an impulatinn. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I alluded to the course which 
the two gentlcmerf who were on the Judiciary 
Committee have within two years past been led 
to take, from a r^ard to the Constitution and the 
Union — a course difibrent from that which their 
former political associations might have been 
■uppnsea to have led them to occupy. 1 made 
no allusion to any other gcnllemcn — 1 neither in- 
tended any nor made any, hut what I meant to 
say, end what I mean to say here aa all occasions, 
is, that those gentlemen, and others who acted 
with them in a similar position, were actuated, in 
Riy opinion, by the highest regard for the Cnn- 
Biiiution and the UnioHj and that their course was 
decided by a determination lo maintain both to 
the utmost. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to any 
eulogiui.i the Senator may think proper to paas 
upon his oMtoriates, if it be not oonneeied with a 
reflection on others. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I said nothing that was such. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Nor have i any prefer- 
ence about the reference of these papers. But 
suppose they be referred to a select committee: is 
the minority nf this body to have the selection of 
that committee? Will it not happen, as it hea 
happened with regard to other committees, that 
llie persons composing it will be all of one party? 
Have wo any reason to suppose that there would 
he a dilfL-rent result? I should hope there would 
be; I should hope that a sense of propriety would 
induce the mujoriiy of this body to place on this 
committee a fair representation of all panies. And 
sitliough pcrkofially and individually I do not de- 
sire to act ou any committee, I -am willing, as a 
member of this body, to take my share of the 
responsibility that justly devolves upon me. I 
sec no force in the motion which haaji>een made 
to refer the mattef to a select committee, which, 
however, ha^nowbeen withdiBwa. and I will say 
nothing further about it. ^ 

Mr. BRIGHT. From the remarks made by 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr, Thompson] the 
impression might be made that there were two 
contested seats from Indiana before the Senate. 
Such is not the fact. I understand the claim of 
my colleague to be in issue here , and not my right. 
I am a seated Senator here until the 4tb of March 
next. 

.Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Iknow that. 
So far as that is concerned, 1 can correct the im- 
pression of the gentleman.. I know that is the 
state of the case. 

Mr. BRIOHT. Now, lest resistance to the 
reference of this subject to the Committee on the 
Judiciary might be misunderstood,! desire to state 
that my colleague has no'choice. 1 understand 
the Committee on the Judiciary, or at least aev- 
eral members of it, to object to the mferenea to 
them. 

Mr. BUTLER and Mr. GEYER. All of us 
object lo it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Not that they have considered 
acase involving the very principles contained in 
this; for while there may be some anulogy in one 
or two of the points, there is none on the great 
and main point which must ultimately settle the 
right of my colleague and myself to a seat here. 
My colleague and myself (I speak for myself as 
far as 1 have a right to associate myself with ihia 
({uestioa} an entirely willing that this earn ^hould 
w referred to the Cofflmiltea on the Jodioiuy. 
We were incUiMit ho««Teri to olgset to iij ^ 



the reason that each member of the committee 
had expressed a desire that it should go some- 
where else. Further, the committee represent that 
they arc already loaded with business, and that 
it is important the question should bo 'settled at 
this session. No one, perhaps, is moiig anxious 
than the gentlemen who claim seats here that it 
should be settled at this session. I desire simply 
to state that my colleague has no choice. He is 
entirely willing tliat the case should go to the 
Committee oo the Judiciary, or to a SMeet com- 
mittee, as may best suit tlie wishes of the Senate. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. So fw as 
the Senator from Indiana is concerned, I have no 
desire, no preference about this matter whatever. 
I want the case decided, and decided correctly 
and properly. I wish it settled by the Judiciary 
Committee, who were constituted for tjiis pur- 
pose — I will not say constituted at the beginning 
of this session. You know that, by what we call 
in the country caucuses, these matters are all ar- 
ranged by an intervention between the parlies in 
the Bouse; the majority take the committee-men 
and the management of the business, and the con- 
trol of the Government to that extent. They do 
all that any how. If that fact is not notorious, 
it ought to be notorious. As far as the Senator 
from Indiana is concerned, the fact is that l)e is 
a national man, and I believe his colleague is a 
man whom I have sei'vcd witli in the other House. 
The truth is I rather like tliem; but I do not in- 
tend to mash my conscience so as to vote for them 
if I shall not come to the conclusion that they 
have been legally elucted. How I shall filially 
vole I cannot tell. 

The State Legislatures, by the Consttlulioo of 
the United Stales, are directed to elect Senators. 
I do not care about turning to the sections of the 
Constitution to illustrate. If by legitimate major- 
ities, or in any proper way, they have elected 
Senators at all, that is sufficienfM necessitate rex. 
The State of Indiana, which is the old Hoosier 
State, lying just along Kentucky, is a great old 
State, an41^ould hate to have it lose its vote 
and voice in the Senate, I have nothing to say 
against the men at all, but I want tliecase to come 
up properly. When you come to tbe question of 
reference which we are deciding at this time, I 
do not like to see my friend from Georgia, or my 
friend from South Carolina, in whose probity, in 
whose legal ability, in whoae impariiality, and in 
whose judgment upon constitutional questions I 
have oTmoBt unlimited confidence, rise and aay, 
" I will not undertake to investigate this legal and 
constitutional question, and I wUl go for a special 
committee." i would not serve on a special com- 
mittee, for one. It would look aa it ynu were 
picking up a parcel of men to do a dirty job. I 
would not serve on such a committee myself, 
because I have as much right to object as the 
Senator Irom South Corolina. Let it go to the 
legitimate, the proper committee, wJ|o, upon con- 
Btitutioital and judicial principles, ought to decide 
it. Let them take the responsibility. Let them 
show the facts. Let them find what the case is, 
and tell ua how it ought to be decided. 1 hare a 
leaning, or, as we suy down on4he western wa- 
ters about a boat going down the stream, I am n 
sort of "-creen'd, though I do not know which 
way I shall vote; but null I want the subject to 
take tlie right chute, and go in the prosier direc- 
tion. 

In the absence of all legal provision by the State 
of Indiana as to senatorial elections, I do not pre- 
tend to 8ay,aIt|ioufth 1 have very serious misgiv- 
ings, whether a numerical miyority of the Legia- 
laturCf consisting either of Senators or Repre- 
sentatives, could , in or out of joint session, or in 
any other way, choose a Senator without the con- 
currence of each House. I might say, it was 
rather an irregularity. Whether ihcy could elect ' 
or not I do not intend to say. I do not wish to 
predetermine the (questions; 1 mean to vote on it 
according aa I believe it should be decided; and 
I do not know anybody in the world better cal- 
culated than my friend from Georgiaand the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina to collate and collect 
and prepare the facts, and connect them with the 
lawin reference to them, and the precedents; nor 
do 1 know of any persons better qualified to de- 
cide upon it. ioatead of getting up— of courae I 
do not My ifach a thing about oaybodir in tliu 



Senate— a bogus committee, with whom I would 
not risk a quepUon of this sort, let the Judiciaiy 
Committee t^e the responsibility of their post* 
tion, and tell us what are tbe facts and the law. 
of the case. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. BaiaBT] holds 
bis posiivin now; his seat u not eouteated. I 
have nothing to say against him or his colleague; 
but I wish the question of their right to seats 
under the late election to be settled. 1 believe tbe 
Judiciary Committee is tbo proper committee to 
examine it. 1 do not like to see any of this sort 
of mawkish backing out from responsibility. Ths 
SenatorfromSouth Carolina says theymay think 
he is prejudiced. Why, sir, if I were the head 
of lhat Judiciary Committee, in the place of ih^ 
Senator from South Carolina, I would clnbi this 
as my prerogatiTs and my r^t; I wouU toice 
charge of itt and I would decide it as I thotigbt 
was right. Afler I had decided it, I would enforce 
the decision, and would enforce it with a General 
Jackson responsibility and power ifl could. That 
is just what he ought to do, Thisthingof saying 
" I will not take charge of it, but appoint a speciu 
committee," as if other men should take his re- 
sponsibility, going on the presupposition that 
they arc not honest and cannot do right, and are 
prejudiced against the Republicans, or prejudiced 
this, that, or the other way, is all wrong. 

I am an old-line Whig htrtt belonging to no 
party, but a sortof Ishmaelite on my own hook, 
and going to do what I please and choose, in my 
own way. I am probably not very popular for 
that. I would ratlierdo as 1 choosa anyhow. I 
say, that according to parliamentary precedent 
and propriety, the Judiciary Committee ought to 
take this case and decide it according to law and 
according to propriety, and to stand oy their de- 
cision and bock it. Whatever they have done in 
other instances, let them do right in this instance, 
and stand to it. That is my notion; and if I be- 
longed to that committee, I would take this sub- 
ject and claim it, and decid«,juat as I intend when 
I vote on this case to decide, these men entitled or 
not entitled, as 1 may think right. 

Mr. BUTLfiR. 1 offer a resolution to avoid 
what I think may be apparently wrong, i think 
a general committee ought to be raised for coses 
01 this kind. That is my opinion ss a member 
of one of the standing committees. My resolu- 
tion is: 

lUioleti, That a committee of privllegea and el«etloes 
be raised and couitituiad, contlatiag of lea nuattaera, lo be 
elected by ballot. 

The PRESIDENT pro lenders. That resolu- 
tion is not now in order. 

Mr. PUGH. I am opposed to die reference of 
this question to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
and 1 desire, as a member of that committee, lo 
state my reasons briefly and once for all. I in- 
tended to stale them in the com of the Senator 
from Iowa, [Mr. Harlan,] but deferred to tb* 
other members of the committee. 

It is said that the' Committee on the Judiciary 
is the appropriate committee to which this cfM- 
tion should oe referred. I deny the propoaiuon 
in (0(0. That is a committee appointed to take 
charge of the judicial department of thu QoTern- 
ment— to look into the remedies which are neces- 
sary in%the administration of justice between in- 
dividuals, and between the Government and in- 
dividuals. It was for that purpose the committee 
was established. It never was a committee of 
privileges or elections. Afterwards, in the courts 
of time, the practice obtained of referring to that 
committee, inasmuch as it was supposed to bo 
familiar with the ordinary practice of the courts 
of tbe United States, quesuons of mere law| but 
until within a very few years past no cms of a 
contested election was referred to them. At late 
OS 1851, the case of the Senator from Florida was 
referred to a select committee; and the case of 
General Shields, of Illinois, was referred to a 
select committee, arid that was the settled and 
uniformpracticeoftheSenateinearlytimes. Wo 
never hbd a permanent committee on privileget 
and elections, as the other House has, because we 
did not suppose there would be enough cases to 
warrant the appointment of such a standing com- 
mittee. One or two ■uehoonteiti.wertrtfinred, to 
the Committee on the Jt 
were luppottdCli^iiifnlirto^ 
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■!aw,, and not queations of fact. - If this case 
■involved merely a question of law, I should not 
oppose the reference; but it involres quesiiona of 
■Ifiiet, which reqaire us asR committee to examine 
and ascertain. We cannot do this and do jastice 
^o tite other duties imposed on us by the rules of 
the Senatu. 1 say that advisedly. If this cose 
ii referred to the Committee on uie Judiciary, it 
nuat be taden dp out of Hs order to be decided at 
this session; ana if it ia bo taken up it will dis- 
OT^anize the committee and all its affaire, and 
incapacitate ue for the discharge of other duties. 

The case of the Senator from Iowa was re- 
ibrred to us against the vote of every member of 
tiie committee, and with the Senator from Dela- 
ware [Mr. BatahdJ and the chairman of the com- 
mittee [Mr. Butleu] imploring the Senate not 
to give it that direction. What was the conse- 
quence ? The Senator from' New York said yes- 
terday that we had before na in that coae only the 
credentials of the sitting Senator and the protest, 
and he undertook to assimilate the evidence in 
that case with the evidence now presented. The 
Senator was entirely mistaken. We attached no 
importance to the protest, except as a pleading. 
We had before us the Journals of both Houses 
of the Leeislalure; and all the facts which we 
aieertained were ascertajiKd from an examination 
of the Journals. 
Now, how can we [A-oceed in this case? We 

•have not the journals of the Legislature of In- 
diana. We cannot obtain tliem. That Li^isla- 

^ture ia ifl session. Els journals have not ueen 
printed. We shidl be Dulii^cd to proceed to an 
examination of the facts, either by affidavit, or 
by deposition, or by sending to the State of In- 
diana to obtam transcripts from their journals. 

"Sorely gentlemen on the other side do not expect 
us to take this protest to be true. I shall not take 
it for true; and I advise them in advance that I 

'will not. It was made befiire the election. 

- Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest to the4ion- 
orablc Senator from Ohio that we cannot take it 
for true, unless the sitting member admits the 
facts. In the case from Iowa, the facts were all 
furnished from the ioumala by theeitting Senator. 

' We dannot possibly take them as fhcts, without 
some proof. There is no proof now. 

' Mr. PUQH. This question, then, unless the 
sitting member should admit tho facts staled in 
the protest — and his eoUeg^uehoji already denied 
some tiS tham, what I do not know — must be 
examined. The -case, at all evenu, does not 
stand as a case of admitted facts. We arc bo\ind 
to proceed to the examination of them; we are 
bound to send to tho State of Indiana for tran- 
acripta from the Journals. What do theyoay.' 

' The SenotorfVoni IIItnotB, [Mr.TamiBiftL,] wno 

' haf time and iime o^in made the assertion — I 

~do not know for what purpose — that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary is wholly constituted gf 

' one party, made a remark yesterday that the 
committee, being friends of.tne present Senator 
from Indiana, would ^ve hte case a speedy de- 
cision. Now, suppose we are not able to give it 

' a speedy decision ; suppose we should think that 
the rights of other parties whose causes have been 
referred to ui ought not to be prijudieed; suppose 
we are not able to obtain the tesiimonv, are we 

' to^e brought up, again and again, upon almost 
evei^ occasion, in the Senate, and arraigned upon 
the charge, that because we gjl act with one polit- 
ical party, we have not rushed this gentleman's 
case to a decision ? I say, for one, that according 

' to my view of my dnty as a member of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, I cannot consider this 
case before the 4th of March. I do not expect 
to have the facts here in time for me to make up 

'my opinion; and I advertise the Senate, for one, 

"that 1 shall not vote to take it out of its order. I 
hope, therefore, having made a clear statement 
on that question, the &:nate will not refer it to 
that oommittee, bat will reftr it to a select eom- 

' mtttee, or constitute, as my fHend from South 
Carolina proposes, a standing committee on priv- 
ileges and eleciionB. These cases have' taken up 
so large a portion of our time in the Committee 
on the Judiciary, that we have not been able to 
do justice to other parties, and I am opposed to 

' this refcrrncc. 
■ Mr. WELLER. I trust it will be the disposi- 

' tion of the Senate to lake up the resolution ottered 



I by my friend from South Carolina. I think it 
I must be apparent to the Senate that we ought to 
j have a committee of privileges and elections, 
I whose business it should be to examine these 

auestions. I think it unfair to impose on the Ju- 
teiary Committee the necessity of inveatigatine 
I the various contested elections that are presented 
I to the Senate. -It will be perceived, under the 
! rulesoftheSenate,thiseommitleemUBtbeelected 
by ballot. We can tsen proceed at once to the 
organization of the appropriate committee, to 
whom we can refer this case, and all others that 
may herealler be presented. I hope it will be 
the pleasure of the Senate to get rid of this busi- 
■ ness in that way. The committee will have no 
other business ut the present session except sim- 
ply this contest, and they can proceed at once and 
decide it. All will see that we ought to decide 
the question at once. No one certainly ought 
to be allowed to retain a seat here unless he has 
been legally and constitutionally elected. I trust, 
therefore, the Senate will adopt the resolution 
offered by the Senator from South CaroUna. 

Mr. B.\YARD. Mr. President, as to any re- 
sponsibility connected with the examination of 
this case, 1 care not a rush for it. I am perfectly 
willing myself to encounter any responsibility 
which my position here may throw on me, of any 
kind whatever. My convicUons havealways been 
tbattheearlicrpracticeofthc Senate was the wiser 
one. Then, nil contested cases of elections were 
always referred to special coqnmittees. I t)elieve 
that was the Diiiversal practice of the greater por- 
tion ofthetimetheSenatehasexisted;snil itisonly 
within a few recent years that these questions have 
been referred to the Judiciary .Committee. There 
is no particular propriety in it; and under the cir- 
cumstances nf this cose, and when from fortuitous 
events it bo happens that the Judiciary Commit- 
tee is composed entirely of members of one party, 
I think it would be wiser and more proper that 
another co'mmittee should be raised in the case — I 
cnrc not whether a standing or select committee — 
for the purpose of examining into it. . 

It is a peculiar case, Mr. President, as I under- 
stand. As to the law of the case, my own mind is 
made up. What the facts arc I am ignorant of. 
I have read the papers before me. 1 could at once 
supply the principles of law which 1 suppose to 
obtain, if the facts there stated were imdisputed; 
i but this is a peculiar case, because it involves — I 
think for ihe flrst time in the history of the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate — a question of disputed 
facts as to the right of n Senator to retain his seat. 
Usually, almost invariably, on questions which 
have arisen in the Senate, there has been no diffi- 
culty on the facts, for they have been conceded 
on both sides, and that concession was the best , 
species of proof. Where the facts were conceded 
on both sides, the committee* had to determine 
what was the law as applicable to those facts. I 
do not presame the committeewill hflve any diffi- 
culty about the principles of law applying to this 
' or any ease of the kind ; bat there is a dispute as 
' to facts. It is said either that the facts stated in 
the protest which has been read are not entirely 
true, or that they do not contain the whole truth. 
In either event, if they are not conceded by the 
sitting member, it necessarily follows they cannot 
be evidence. It is impossible now to say which is 
righ L If a man comes here with a certificate ,whieh 
is the usual evidence of election, which the honor- 
able Senator from Indiana comes with, he has a 
right both in a personal sense and a right appei^ 
taming to his State, to hold a seat, unless the con- 1 
trary is proved by facts eRtablishcd to the sattsfac- ' 
tion nf the Senate. There is no proof hereatall. \ 
It is impossible to say that a paper sworn to Before i 
a notary public tx parte is even a correct copy of ! 
the Journal of the Senate of the State of Indiana. | 
If the honorable Senator from Indiana were to i 
admit that it was the truth, and the whole truth, I, 
it would be another mstler, and ws might take it ! 
as evidence; but without that admission, beyond i 
all question, he would hare the right to ask these | 
witnesses as to other facta connected with -these | 
journals which he migh tdeem material . Whether i 
there be any such I do not know; for I say with j 
entire eincerity, that I have kept my mind free j 
from attempting to ascertain What are the fhcts 
of the case; ana I am not one of those who are 
disposed to dedde the rights of a brother Senator, I 



-whether he agrees with me in opinion or not, 
upon telegraphic dispatches or ex parte state- 
ments. If he admits the facts stateti in the pro- 
test, I am ready, to the beat of ay judgment, to 
decide the law. If he does notadmit them.tbejr 
must be proved as in every other case where in- 
dividual rights are involved,,by proper evidence, 
in order to deprive him of the seat to which he hag 
the legal erideDee entitlii^ him, if these Acta aie 
not proved. 

Under these circumstances, thii bein^ a case 
of disputed facts, and peculiar therefore in itaelf, 
and the committee beiiur,asl stated, from forto- 
itouB events, conBtituted as it is, it is peculiarly 
■appropriate in this ease (even if the Senate here- 
after see fit to retain this practice of referring con- 
tested elections to the Judiciary Committee iostead 
of adopting either a committee on privileges or i 
select committee tn each case) to appoint a select 
committee. 

I may add further, in regard to myself, that I 
came with great diffieoltr to the Senate Chamber 
this morning, and I ^lall be uni^le to give anf 
attention to the sittings of the Judiciary Comniit- 
tee, according to the present state of my healcb, 
for probably three or fbur or five days at least. I 
could not hope to be able to attend, and yet I 
should like to do so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am opnoaed to having 
this matter take any course dinerent from ihit 
which has been usual, at least of late yeara. It is 
perfectly well understood, I take itgentlemen wil! 
not deny, that recently, at any rate, however it 
might have been formerly, the practice has been la 
refer questions of this description to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and it has been so for a con- 
siderable number of years. Q.uestionfl of con- 
tested seats, or objections made to the rights of 
sitting members to hold their seats in this body, 
have gone, by common conaentandas a matter of 
common usage and practieet to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. It wasunderstood soperfeetlyiKU 
when the present Committee on the Judiciary was 
formed, at the commencement of this Congress, 
if you please to have it so, or at the commence- 
ment oi the present session , which ever you may 
think to be the beginning of the life of thia com- 
mittee in its officiareapacity. That being the ua- 
deratanding, that being the usage, that being the 
practice, when the committee was made in its 
present form, it was made and must be understood 
to have been constituted with reference to cases 
of this description. The Senate Selected its com- 
mittee with reference to such cases, and, as I took 
occasion to say once before, in selecting the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary it unquestionably took 
pains to select those-gentlemen whom it thou^t, 
under the circumstances, to be most competent and 
most able to decide questions of this descripuon. 

Now, sir, it has been conceded in all parts of 
the Senate Chamberthat there is no occasion for 
complaint against this committee. I make none 
On the contrary, I say that the Senate having 
thus selected it, having thus stampsd it with the 
character, not of infttllibility, but of wisdom and 
impartiality with reference to these peculiar cases, 
it is highly improper for us to undertake to de- 
prive them of the privilege of deciding a case of 
thia description. The Senate took the responsi- 
bility of appointing a committee; the committee 
acc^ted that appointment. They admitted, at 
the time they were appointed, that this husineas 
was proper and appropriate to them, and there is 
no propriety in taking from them a particular case. 

It is su|^8ted that a committee of privileges 
and elections be ap|iointed, consisting of ten 
members. As an onginal question I have no ob- 
jection to that; but it is h^hly improper to ap* 
point that committee with reference to a particular 
ease. Let the questions that are now pending 
before the Senate in relation to contested aeats ba 
disposed of by the appropriate committee, and 
' then, at the eommeneement of the next seasioiii 
at a proper time, when there is no ease calling Tor 
examination which has excited filing in the 
minds of Senators, form your newcopimitiee, if 
you please; but do not now make a committee 
with reference to a particular case, under the name 
of a new standing committee, but really with the 
character of a Bpecial committee — ^whether for 
the sake of deHveMjg^hsae ■ gentlmnen who now 
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jsponsibiliiiea belonging to them, or not, it is not 
jr me to aay or to tnink. It U enough that the 
isponBibilitydoes appertain to them, and that I, 
ir our, am unwilling to deprive them of it. 1 
la unwilling that they should be delivered from 
. If that 18 what they desire, to be fteed from 
le responsibility which theythua assumed, lam 
nwilling that they should m gratified. 
For one, I would not serve under exiitingdr- 
ancea upon any new committee. To be sure, 
lere is no probability that I should be selected; 
«if I were, I would not serve" upon a committee 
losen with reference to a particular case under 
ich circumstances. 

It is ai^ed that the Committee on the Judi> 
iry have bo much to do that they cannot attend 
tnis 'matter. I must say that, on looking at 
e Calendar, we have some negative evidence in 
ipport of that supposition, i am yet unaware 
' any considerable number of reports made by 
at committee at this session, on any subject or 
ibjecls. But how will you get rid of the diffi- 
iliy by eatablishing a new committee? You 
ive got to take that committee fVom the number 
■ genileraen who are now members of other 
immittccs; and as you will undoubted I j^seleet 
ose whom you think to be among the best and 
)leflt men iii the Senate, you most select them 
om among those who are most occupied with 
isineas. The result is the same. You cannot 
id gentlemen in the Senate of standing and 
iporlance enough to be on any important com- 
ittec, to whom alone this business should be 
[trusted, who arc not now sufficiently occupied; 
rtainly you cannot find them among what are 
died Inc Black Republicans on this side of the 
hambcr, because the Senate have already de- 
ded that they are not gentlemen to whom busi- 
es of any great consequence can be entroatcd 
ith propriety; and therefore the committee must 
9 made up of gentlemen now on committees 
trcrburdeiicd with business. Hence you will not 
xin anything by appointing a new committee of 
n, because tncy must be selected fVom the same 
ass of gentlemen who now have other buuness 
1 hand. 

I hope, then, that so long as this special cam 
pending, it will take the ordinary course — the 
mrsc wnich it was understood all guestions of 
is kind would take when the Judiciary Com- 
ittce was appointed ; and then, when the Senate 
delivered from all the questions of this kind 
iw pending, if you please to appoint a new 
andmg committee on privileges and elections, 
have no objection. 

Mr. OOLLAMER. I do not wish to repeal 
hat the gentleman from Maine has so well said, 
It it is certainly impossible to make a committee 
}w without its being made for a particular case. 

may be possible, but certainly it is not prob- 
ilc. It is the old problem of trying to think of 
.e fox without thinking of its tail. 

I wish to make a single remark in respect to 
hat the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Proa] has said, 
do not think} when It is proposed to submit this 
ibject to the ordinary committee, that the com- 
ittce have any right to say they will defer it. 

is a qucsiiAn of privilege; and they have no 
jlit to defer it. I have no doubt they will view 

in that light. Neither do I think it necessary 

make any great difficulty pbout getting at the 
eta of the case. Let them call on the Senator 
om Indiana, who was on the ground, and knows 
I about them, to obtain the facts. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

on the rcfetence of these papers to tlie Com- 
ittce on the Judiciary. 
The motion wai agreed to. 

TUE TARIPr. 

SPEECH OF HON. W. W. BOYCE. 

or SOUTH CAKOLIKA, 
In TBJC HoDK or RSPRSIIKTATIVCI, 

fetnwry 10, 1857. . 
7^* House bdnfln the ConuniUee of \hn Whole on Ibe 
Me or t&e UniDD, and bavina under cnniiideruloa ibe bill 
f . R. No. 55S) to reducettie duty on Impons, and far other 

Mr. BOYCE said: 

Mr. GiuiRMUi: I ah&ll speak upon the taiiff. 



The surplus now in the Treasury amounts to over 
#19,000,000, and this in despite of the extrava- 
gant appropriations made during the -last few 
years. The surpltis on.the 30th of June, 1858) as 
estimated by theSeeretaryoftbeTreasury, will be 
$4^,995,710 69. These facts indicate radical de- 
Kcts in our existing tariff, and foreshadow great 
disastersunleasatiniely reraedyisapplied. They 
Itfdicatfl that more moiwy has been taken from the 
fwople than the vafftsoftbe Qorernment require; 
than wlTieh nothing can be more unjust or unwise, 
especially when we consider the fact that a lai^ 
portion of our taxation, as being a tax on con- 
sumption, Tall 8 upon that class of our people who 
have bat limited means, or no meaos other than 
their labor, as that class constitute a great ma- 
jority of ou r population , a olass who empbatteally 
lire by the sweat of their brow, who mn com- 
pelled to practice a severe ecoDomyi and necefl* 
sttnled to undergo great privations. 

But there are other objections to these surplus 
oeeumnlations. Their natural tendency is to put 
at hazard the business relations of the conotry 
by the withdrawal from circulation of such vast 
sums of money, in specie, the currency required 
by the Sub-Treasury law. The imminent danger 
from this source is obvious, when we consider 
the peeoliar nature of our currency, consisting as 
it does so lai^ely of paper credits, and resting on 
a very narrow specie basis. In January, 1856, 
the total indebtedness of the banks in the United 
States (including notesin circulation, bank credits, 
and indebtedness to each <^|Kr, was (471,093,337, 
while the specie in their possession was only 
$59,314,063. Now, as long as confidence con* 
tinues, no disesteni may result from having so 
much specie locked up in the vaults of Govern- 
ment; but let a financial crisis arise, and itiediffi- 
cult to estimate the fatal consequences. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, speaking on this paint, 
says, in his Iilst report: 

" ThelndepeRdentTrrasnfrmajrcxerrlseB filial control 
over the eurrencji thf^ liaiikB,and tbetndeof IlM ooantfy, 
and will-do ao ivbencver tbc revenue abatl Kreatly exceed 
the cxpcndilurei. Tbero Im been expended, since the 4tb 
orMarol), ltVi3, uore tlinn 345,535,000 in the redemption of 
the public drbt. ThiR debt hut been presented frvm time 
to time, an the ninney accnmnteted in ttoe national Treas- 
ury, and Mtwerf ftrM^m^ Ht lit* nancy vutrket. II' tbere 
I hail been iiu public dvtit, and no neona of difbutslni; ibix 
j largL' EUMi.nnd again givliw U to ttiecbannchofcomnnfrcc, 
; tht accum-dattd imtKmM Ases mM foMigon tkt kankt 
, amI on troWe.** ^ 

The national debt is nowso neariyextingaished 
: that we cannot rely upon it forther as a safety- 
1 valve. I think it unnecessary farther to develop 
; this point; business men will readily comprdiend 
i its magnitude; nor is it necessary forme to do more 
than allude to the fact, that keeping $43,000,000 
I idle in the Treasury involves nn annual losi of 
I $3,000,000in the single item of interest; tbn being 
a bonus, I auppijse, which we pay for the chance 
I of producing a financial crisis. 
\ The objections to these surplus accumulations 
; do nut rest here; they increase in magnttode the 
! more we consider them. Their natural effect is 
I to inflame the zeal of parties, corrupt the Gov- 
i emment, and induce to the most extravagant ap- 
propriations. Witliall tliesc consequences staring 
us in the face, it would seem tbere would be but 
one opinion as to the necessity of a reduction of 
the tarift'. Why, then, is it not done? It has 
been forsererel years urgently Feconmended by 
the President of the'0nited States and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, Under ordinary circum- 
stances, it would seem that nothing would be 
more popular than to reduce the taxes, and that 
the contest would be as to who should have the 
merit of performing so acceptable on office. If 
we were the legislators of a State, wc would pro- 
ceed to this duty with \^ most sovereign alacrity; 
why, then, do we, the legislators of the Union, 
decline to act unon tlic subject ? The reason is 
obvious. It is because of our indirect system of 
taxation, and the proteetiTslMtures of oar tariff. 

But it is to be hoped that the obstacle* arising 
fWim these causes will not be iiiF^urmoun table, and 
that wc will not terminate our mission as legtsla- 
tora without having reduced taxation, in the face 
of avastand increasing surpUis, especially when 
we remember that if we neglect to act in tJie mat- 
ter nothing can be done for another year, during 
which time the accumulations in the Treasury 
will be constantly and rapidly iucreuing. 
» ... 



At one time, Mr. Chairman, I was willing to 
accept the present tariff as correct in principle, 
and rest satisfied with a pre r«ta reduction of 
duties. But- greater reflection upon the aubjeec 
has satisAed me that the existing tariff is radiaiUy 
defective in detail and in principle. I will now 
allude to some of tlie defects in tne present tariff. 
There are too many sehedulest the one bundfcd 
per cent., the forty per cent., the thirty per cent., 
Uietwenty-fivepercent., the twenty per cent., the 
fifteen per cent., the ten percent., and thefivejpw 
cent, schedules, besides the free list. The enecC 
of so many schedules is to lead to unnecessary 
complMity and expense in the collection of tbie 
revenue.' I must not, however, be understood as 
being in favor of ahorbontal tariff, vhich all ex- 
petienoeandtbe lawsof politiaal econpnyutM'ljr 
reject. 

Purther,the articles brandies and cordials, em- 
braced in schedule A, the one hundred per cent. * 
sobedule, an sal^eet-to too high a rate of Aatr. 
IlKWe dndss ars above the revfnoe standard; for 
there i« no doubt but that, ata lower rate t^daty, 
■sy thirty or fifty pec cent., they would yield a, 
lar^r revenue, and tEere can be no excuse for 
having them above the revenue standard — that 
point at which they would produce the nuMt rev- 
enue. ' Tho effect of these nigh duties is nees^ 
sarily very ranch to cripple our trade with Fmioe, 
a result greatly to be regretted, for there is no 
country with -which it is more desirable to culti- 
vate commercial relations than France, even upon 
theprineiplesof the protectionists, for the exports 
from France do ^t come in competition vitothe 
prodnetMf this country; besides, there is agreat 
syrapadiy of feeling between the people of Franca 
and this country, which ought to be cherished, 
as we have maeh to gain, not Owrely commer- 
cially, but otherwise, oy dose relations with m 
people so TpBMilmbhs as the Fnmb people an 
for great ideas and nebh iaipnlses. 

Another defect in the present tariff is, that the 
duties on artides of prima necessity, such an cot- 
ton, woolen, and iron manufactures, and sugar, 
arc too high. These artteles are indispeooable 
to the great mass of our people, and tlie great 
mass of o«r people are the laboring dasses. The 
duty upon iJiess articles range firom twenty-five 
to thlr^ percent., producing 138,145,637 35 of 
revenue for the fiscal year being nearly one 
half of the total revenue of that year; the reeolt 
of whidi is that a vast portion of the bnideo 
of taxation is thrown upon tbe laboring d aes o e , 
whereas as little as poseibla should M throuni . 
upon them.' The effect of theae high dnties upon 
these ortioleH of prime iiecoasity, by enhancing 
their price, is the same as if wo ware to pass a 
law to reduce the wages of labor. To< reduce 
these duties would bo, on the other baud, to in- 
crease the wages of labor; for though they would 
nominally remain the aame»tbey would buy more, 
and leave a larger surplus. For tbe interest, then, 
of tho laboring cIOMes, I insist that these duties 
should be reduced; and, if done, it would not be 
inappropriate toentitle the bUI,.'< A bill to reduce 
the duties ou articles of prims necessity, and to 
increase wages" — a result, I apprehend, which 
would be entirdysatisfiictoryle every man in the 
United States who has to earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow. 

Another defect in the preeent tariff is, that the 
revenue is derived from too high a rate of duties. 
Whatl mean is evident when 1 slate, that for the 
year 18S3 $49,000,000, or six sevenths of the en- 
tire revenue, was derived from dntiea of twenty- 
five per cent, and upwards. Experience hat oe- 
monstrated, that upon the generality of articles 
twenty per cent, duties is the revpnae standard; 
thai if you advance the duties beyond that point 
you more or less prohibit importations and di- 
minish the revenue. It is not difficult, therefore, 
to understand how the collection of six sevenths 
of the revenue at a rate of duty five per cent, above 
the revenue standard, must operate most injuri- 
oualj upon the exchanges of the country by di- 
minishing the imports, and, by consequence, the 
exports. In the interest, then, of the exchanges 
of the country, I insist on areduetion of onr pres- 
ent high rate of dnties. 

In thus pointing out the defeeu of the present 
tariff, I would not be understood as depreciating 
the «aicmanshte}^i,^#^N^(!$0#C€ 
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tiMbeadof theTieastirx Department in I846,and 
who it M underatooit had mora infiuence in the 

Gsxnge of this act than any one elee. 1 allude to 
r. Robert J. Walkei;. On tiie contrary. I think 
the couDtry owes him a great debt of mtitude 
for hia aemcea upon ibat occaeion. Hie cele- 
Imtcd report, in is a ntoaterly exposition 
of our true rereoue policy; and if tlie tarifC of 
184C did not come up to the high standard-of his 
Fcport, the fault, I am aure, waa not in him, but 
in the difSeuldcs of hianoaitioii. 

1 now propoae, Mr. Chairman, to eonaider the 
mport from the majority of the Committee of 
Wayrand Means on this subject. That report 
rasu upon the idea that the protectire policy is 
a wise policy, and that the tariff should be 
modified in subaernence to that policy. I wish to 
«xaraine that qoMtion; and if I destroy the foun- 
' dationuponwiiichthereportruta,thenthesuper- 
Btructurs erected upon it must fall to tlie ground. 
To put the aif:umeDt in the most striking; and 
eoraprehenaible li^ht, I will state it in a simple 
and pntctical form. Ceri^ peraons wtahii^ to 
so into manufacturing, asR Government to aid 
then) in a busineaa naturally unprofitable, by 

Srevonting the consumers of the country from 
uyinf; foreign gooda cheap, in order that those 
confiumem may be compelled to buy their goods 
dear. These are the three propositions necessa- 
rily iDTolTcd in thft demand for protection. I<et 
a* examine them. 

As regards the first proposition, Government 
is asked to aid men in cmbarkin|; in an unprofit* 
able business. I think that 1 hare slated this 
proposition correctly. The proposed business is 
either profitable or U is unprofitable. If it were 
fvofitaole, no application would be made to Gov- 
ernment for akT The rery Act of the application 
to Government necessarily implies that the busi- 
ness in unprofitable. This is a logical conclusion 
of absolute certainty. Assuming, then, that the 
propond busiucM is unprofitable, what course 
ou^ht Qovemment lo take? Is it not plain that, 
it it did anything, instead of aiding persons to go 
into an unprofitable business, it should rather 
discourage them from it ? For it must be observed 
that Crovernment does not by its action increase 
the ca^tal of aeountry; it can only giv»a new 
direction to iL The capital of a countnr, then, 
nmaining the same, I iosiat it is unwise lor Gov- 
ernment, as a mere question of political economy, 
to aid in turning any portion of the capital of a 
country into an unprofitable channel; because, 
in the degree that the rates of profit upon the cap- 
ital tbua unprofitably direeted is below the aver- 
age rate of profits of the capital of the country 
generally, to that extent there is an absolute loss 
to the productive energies of the country. There- 
fore, it is unwiae in any country to turn capital 
injo any channel yielding a less rate of profit thau 
the average of profits of the country. But suQh a 
policy ispectiliarlyuQwise wiilius,naving,as we 
do, n new, vast, and undeveloped country, need- 
ing only the application of capital and energy to 
produce the gnuideat and moat profitable results. 
So much for this first proposition. 

As regards the second proposition, that the 
consumers should not be allowed to buy foreign 
fp)od8 cheap. I shall not dwell upon the iniustice 
involved ill this proposition, though itstrtftes me 
as a direct attack upon the right of properly and 
the riirhtvf labor, to prohibit a man from buying 
or sidliiw to the best advantage. To the extent 
that lie Josea by your prohibition, to that extent 
you have confiscated tlic fruitJi of his industry. 
But, whst wisdom is there in this proposition ? It 
is true, we are often told by the monopolists that 
i| ia ruinous to buy cheap foreign goods. But I 
can hardly conceive of a more monstrous fallacy 
Uian this idea. Test it by every day 's experience 
and common sense. Suppose, Mr. Chairman, 
you should go into a tailor's shop to buy a roat, 
and the tailor should say to you: '* You may have 
(his one for tliirty doUars, it was made in the 
United Stalea; bat yon may have that other one, 
which ia jostM good, for fifteen doUars, as it was 
msdeinEarape.^' What would you do? Why, 
wilh all your aversion to foreign influence, you 
would, I imagine, take two of the fifteen dollar 
coats, rather than one of the thirty dollar coats. 
Everybody acts upon this principle; it ia the wis- 
dom of every day life. If it ia wise in individuals 



to do thifl, why is it not wise in the country to do 
the same^ To show the infinite absurdity of this 
idea, let us sunposothat foreign countries, instead 
of selling us tlieir goods clieap, should give them 
tous. What would be the consequence? WUy, 
our utter ruin; for if it is injurious to buy cheap, 
of course it would be utter ruin to get for nothing. 
Such is the logicial conclusion to which tliis argu- 
ment necessarily tends — a consequence so absurd 
I shall not dwell longer upon it. • 

Ifowfor the third. In order that these manu- 
facturers may succeed, they require you lo make 
the consumers of the country purchas^rom them 
at a price enhanced to the extent of llie duty on 
the foreign article. Wliat justice is there in that ? 
Why is It that one portion of the people should 
be compelled to buy from another portion, and a 
smaller portion, at a higher price than they could 
buy elsewhere? Why should the great body of 
the American people be required lo pay in the 
enhanced price an indirect tax to the manufac- 
turera? Ia there any justice in it? In reading 
the annals of the middle ages, we are shocked 
when we an informed that the fierce barons of 
Ihose times were wont to descend from their 
mouDiain faatnesses and levy contribution* from 
lite people of the valleys at the point of the sword. 
We considered they were barbarians. 

Now, what difference ia there in principle, 
whethitr you levy tribute at the point of the sword 
or by the legerdemain of legialation ? Suppose a 
direct tax was leviei^n iTic great body of the 
American (teople to M paid over as a bonus to 
the manufacturer: would the people stand it? No, 
air; the very stones would nse m mutinyogainst 
its payment. What is the difference in principle 
whether you do it directly or indirectly i la one 
cose you do it with manliness; in the other with 
concealment. If you ask what are the profits of 
the manufacturers, the reply is, " they do not 
make more than six or aeven per cent." After 
the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Ddrfbe} made his speech two weeks ago upon 
the subject of free wool, I nskcd him what were 
the profits of the woolen manufacturers? He 
said that the woolen manufacturers were losing 
money, but that the cotton manufacturers said 
they were making six per cent. What is the re- 
sult, then? Why, the great moss of the people 
have been made poorer to assist these men in 
making average profits. As the indirect tribute 
levied from the consumers by the manufacturers, 
only raises their profits to the average profits of 
the country, it follows, then, that this indirect 
tribute is a total Ioits,lo the productive energies 
of the country, and the effect is the same thing 
to the country as if, under a free trade policy, this 
amount had been thrown into the sea, 

1 have thus gone through with the three prop- 
ositions involved in the demandTor protection; as 
they are all fallacies, it follows that the system 
resting Qpon them is also a fallacy. 

Audhcre I would ask, what is the amount of 
indirect taxes poid by the consumers of the coun- 
try to the manufacturers, under this protective 
policy? It appears that, in the last fiscal year, 
there were enourh of cotton and woolen goods, 
manufactures of iron, und fugar, produced in 
this country lo make the indirect tax upon them 
amount to ^9,975,985— that is, the price of ihuKi; 
articles was enhanced to that extent by the duty 
upon foreign articles of a similar kind. In other 
words, wo paid $39,973,980 of indirect taxes to. 
manufaeturcra during ihe lust fistcal year. But 
I am disposed to be moderate, and I will strike 
out tlte " nine," and call it, in round numbers, 
130,000,000, though the Secretary of the Treus- 
ury, ill 1346, estimated ohese indirect taxes at 
|i6,000,000. I put it at $50,000,000. In 1833, it 
was estimated that the indirect taxea paid up to 
that time to the manufacturers was (340,000,000. 
Supposing it to amouoLlo (30,000,000 annually 
from that time to the present, the total sum up to 
the present lime is (1,UOO,000/M)0, in round num- 
bers; and that is the amount which the people 
of the United States have paid manufacturers in 
indirect taxes. Well, that is a vast sum ! 

Mr. MILLSON. As I understand the gentle- 
man, he multiplies the domestic consumption by 
the foreign tifx. 

Mr. BOYCE. Certainly. 

Mr< MILLSON. 1 would suggeot to the gen- 



tleman, then, that upon his principle the amount 
of indirect taxation upon woolen manufactares, 
cotton manufactures, and iron manufacturea, and 
sugar alone, would be upwards of (60,000,000. 

Mr. BOYCE. I thank my fViend from Vir- 
gi'-ia for the suggestion which he has made. It 
seems, therefore, according to the auggeation of 
my fViend from Virginia, that I have underrvied 
the indirect taxation paid lo the manufkctnrers. [ 
put it at only (30,000,000 annually. 

Mr. STANTON. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman's principle to be, that the domestic pro- 
duce is enhanced in price the amount of the 
duly'? 

Mr. BOYCE, Precisclv so. 

Mr. STANTON. And' thai all fabrics of cot- 
Ion manufacture are enhanced in price the amount 
of duly above what they would bear if there were 
no tariff, no matter whether any commodity of 
the same kind was imported or not? 

Mr. BOYCE. Home products, natunllycheap- 
er than similar foreign produrts, are of course la 
nowise afieeled by customs duties; but if the for- 
eign product ia cheaper than the home product it is 
^onanced in price to the extent of the duty. Fnr 
instance, duties on raw cotton would not affect thi; 

Srice of cotton, but duties on cotton goods would 
o so. The imposition of duties on ^reign prod- 
ucts implies the belief that the foreign product is 
cheaper; the fact of any such importation* pay- 
ing duties demonstrates the correctness of thst 
belief, and involves the enhancement of price o.i 
rival home products. I rest myself upon this 
simple idea', that there cannot be two prices of the 
same commodity in the same market; and if it 
were not for the duty upon the foreign anicle:i, 
they would come in much cheaper. It seems to 
me that the matter is very simple. 

Mr. KENNETT. I would ask the gentleman 
from Souih Carolina how he would make out 
that proposition when augar waa selling in the 
market at three cents per pound, and the import 
duty at the same time was also three cents per 
pound ? 

Mr.BOYCE. The reason Is very obvious. The 
duty of three per cent., under the circumstanceB 
stated by the gentleman, must have necessarily 
operated entirely to prohibit foreign sugar, for it 
is absolutely impossible it could be imported under 
a duty of three CL-nis, and sold for three cents. 
If such a state of things existed permanently as 
tlie gentleman alludes to, the cheap price of the 
domestic sugar would exclude the foreign augar, 
and the duty would, under such circumstances, 
have no effect whatever on the price. There can 
be no doubt of this proposition, that one article 
can have but one price in the same market at the 
same time. If dial is not ao, why do gentlemen 
who represent tlie manufacturing interest desire 
protection? If' these high duties upon foreign 
articles do not increase tlic price of similar artick-s 
manufactured at home, wliy ask for high duties 
upon foreign articles? Why exclude importa- 
tion ? There can be no {voleetion uiilesa the price 
is increased. 

Sir, according to my idea the proteclivp policy, 
so far as the indirect taxes ara concerned — to ny 
nothing of the injury caused to the country by 
the burdens placed upon the exchange!, and of 
the paralysis which the productive enei^ies of^ the 
country nave reeei^d — has cost the countrj-, up 
to the present time, (1,000,000,000. Well, sir. 
that sum would do a great deal. The intereaiM 
it would bnild all the railroads in the United States 
which we could desire from this time lo the end 
of the world — the Pacific railroad included. It 
would support the Goveniment without taxation. 
It would support four navies as large as our pres- 
ent one; and what perhaps is better still, it would 
give a dowry to every noor girl in the Utiitnl 
Slates, which would enaole her, possibly, to grt 
a good husband. 1 1 would carry (elegrapnic wir^s 
to every village in the United States. It would 
clear out every river and hai^Ktr in the United 
Sutes; and it would build agood honaelbrevcry 
poor man in the United States. I do not koov 
where I Would stop were I to enumerate all the 
good which the interest of (1 ,000,000,000 would 
do to the United Slates, Yet, sir, this vast sum 



has been sunk, because we have I 
over by this manufqpturif 
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Itly be such a thing ai " paying too dear for the 
liisile. " It (]o?a seem lo me, ihougli L submit 
will) ^Tcat (litGdcncs, that we maybe ''payiiie 

dL>ar for the vhi^e" of protection. Ana 
xe, Ift me uk. who haa been benefited by the 
13 of that 91,000,000,000? In 1846, according 

the report of the Secretary of the Treaaury, 
em were ten thousand 'capitaliala enntged u 
inufaciurea.and four hundred thonaand opem- 
es. Well, air, auppoae that we now doubl« 
It number. Suppoae that w« ploca at twenty 
lusand thii capitaliata engaged in manufacturea, 
d at eight hundred thousand the opomtivea. 
rsi, wtiaL do ilie nperativeu receive for protec- 
ni They do not gain more than average 
igca, [appeal to you, gentle men* who represent 
iitufncturing intereiia, do the operativeB gain 
)re than average wagea ? Hardly, 1 apprehend, 
le opcr&livea are in nowise better off tnan they 
juld have been without the protective policy, 
^ihey would have made the same average rate 

wages in other employment. But there are 
'enty thousand capitaUsts benefited by it; and 

benefit rheae twenty thousand capitalists we 

ve Iost-91,U00;0U0,000. Now, I have the most 
oevolciii f(.-elii)gn in the world for these twenty 
ousand capitalists; biU it seem* to me tliat 
CY tiix ua rather too high whan they charge am 
,0[)0,OIK),0(K}. (t would be better to pension 
est! lorda of the spindle at once; better give 
em each n fortune, and lutthem go, if we could 
ercby obtain the great privilege of having our 
4ti:!ti-y and exchangea UDtrammeled. So mach 

1 this jioint. 

Tlic report of the Committee of Ways and 
Icaiia refers ua to the example of Enetand as an 
gumciU Cor protection. Well, sir, 1 am aur- 
ised that the diatinguished gentleman at the 
)ad of that coramittee is so much behind the 
iM^a. The exatnple of Eogland ia exactly the 
her wav. In 1649, what was the condition of 
n:^|andr She was laboring under paralydia; 
/invofthe protective policy vhcr exports dimin- 
hiiijLC daily; her revenue falling off; everything 
Dgutahing. England was the stck man then. 
Driunaiely for England, her financial policy was 
the hands of a man of preSmincni wisdom. I 
lude Lo Sir Robert Peel, then Prime Minister, 
[c surveyed the field, and saw that there must be 
radical chaneo in the tarilT of England. What 
id he do ? He boldly applied the knife to the 
ne;li8h tariff, and advanced ftarlessly iu the 
alley of frci] trade. He struck at the very heart 
r monopoly. He lowered the duty on corn, 
'hat WHS the great point of monopoly there, 
[ear him speaking in 1845. He says: 

" My opinlont on tlie aubj^ci of protecilon have under- 
inc >i uliaiifv. My upiiiiniui Jiava b«cn inottlliL-d by the 
{|i<;[ic]iL-(: or'ilie l:i>it iliree yearn. I )iave hud nn opponu- 
lyof ciiiiip^irln^ tlie results nT the prinolplo wbich has 
mn rolK>i*<<<l during thow yeara^vjz: tttofiadual remuval 
' pruicutioB I'rofD domeHtlo indiiM^ S aod I sb Ird to the 
iiiclujiiiit tiiat ttie lEToundA oT public policy oa wliicli pro- 
uliuii is del'eudcd arc not lenable." 

In 1845 he made further advances in free trade, 
.nd here 1 cannot refrain from quoting the last 
•ordsofSir RobertPeel on quiuii«offloa in 1845, 
■ords indicating groat elevauon of Bonl and great 

msibiltiy; 

" Wiihtn aftw hour* pnbaUy, that power which I have 
)ld Will be reaigiied Into tile handi of another. I ehsll mr- 
udcr piiwrr, severely censured 1 fear by ouiiy boiiSnible 
en, wlici from nn intere«ed motlvea have adiiered to the 
■IneipieM nT protection, beeaiueibey look apm Itasofint- 
trtaiice to the welfare ofitae country- I sball ieava a name 
(erraied, 1 kaow, by every moaopoliit, who, prafeMinf 
xinmbli! opinion*, would otaintain protection for bkowa 
idividual benefli ; twit it may he, I thall leave a aaaie 
xnttiuiei remembered with expreiNioas of good-will, in 
le nbode* of those whoaalot it ia to earn Iheir daily bread 
y the aweai of tlieir brow, when tliey iball recruit their 
(liauttcd enerifes with abundaat and uiitazed fbod, the 
jvecter because no longer laaveaed by a eense of it\)ttaticB." 

Subsequently, under the administration of Lord 
obn Russell, the duties on sugar were Kreatl]^ 
educed, and the eelobrated aet of navigatioD re- 
lealcd. Sir Robert Peel reduced die duties on 
naporis, and substituted an income tax. The 
irinciple on which he went was to free ex- 
haogce, thus taJtt off the burdens of industry, 
.nd ilirow taxation on property. The results of 
his policy were very striking on the rereaae and 
he prosperity of the country. 

Between 1843 and 1853, duties on imports and 
he exciM wen cedaced onr dlQfiOfSflOOt *nd 



yet in 1853 the amountyielded (Vom these sources 
wasoii]yifl23,411 less than in 184:2. By remodel- 
ing their financial system in Eogland, they have 
added ^6,000,000 to the re;enue, and remitted 
^lfi,000,000 to the people. Asides this, the gen- 
eral prosperity of tne country has advanced tn a 
moat astonishing ratio, AS ia apparent from the 
following statisucs: 

The total eifpona of Endand in 184S were 
^47.381,033; in 1853, ^£93,357,306, ninety-aeven 
per cent, greater than in 1843. Such was the re- 
sult under an approximation to free trade! Under 
ilie protective policy which existed in fUIl force 
from 1813 to 1822, a corresponding period of 
twenty years, the results were: Total exports in 
1812, ^41.716,964; in 1633,^36,966,964, exJiibit- 
ing a decline 6f thirteen per cent. The exports 
of England to the United Stales in 1842 Were 
^.528.8U7; in 1853, .£16,134,397, an increase of 
three hundred and fifty-six per cent. 

I am glad, Mr. Chairmoji, that the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CaMPSKLL} has re- 
ferred us to the example of England. I wish that 
he had been inspired by those great ideas of free 
trade, and shunned this miserable school of mo- 
iinpolisis,aitd struck out a bold and manly unlicv. 
The Latin proverb says that " Fortune IcnocKs 
at each man's door onc« in a lifetime." So ts 
it with fame. Fame knocked ai his door, but 
be was so "cabined, cribbed, confined," by the 
shackles of monopoly, that he hesitated to open 
the door. Would to God, sir, that the gentleman 
had risen to the grandeur o&the occasion, and not 
lent his fine abihiies to galvanize the cfiete ideas 
of the monopolists — ideas which genius and ex- 

Grience have demonstrated to be the relics of bar- 
rism and ignorance! If he had boldly struck 
out in the career of free trader he would have 
nurried his name In a great principle, and won 
an honorable niche in the history of his country; 
but unfortunately he has suffered the golden op- 
portuni^ to escape him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Do 1 understand 
the gentleman from South Carolina to advocate a 
system of free trade and direct taxation? 

Mr. BOYCG. It is just the very thing I am 
after. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to know, 
because now the gentleman from South Carolina 
has an opportunity of distinguishing himself, and 
of taking a bold position on tbia great question. 
He has offered a subttitnte for the penuing bill, 
and if he advocates the doctrine of free trade and 
direct taltstion, let him so modify bis substitute, 
and he will be able to carry it through this House. 
Modify it on the basis of representation. I will 
vote for it in preference to a horizontal scale or a 
pro rata reduction of the schedules of the tariff of 
1846. ^ 

Mr. BOYCE. I shall be delighted to*r«eeive 
the gentleman from Ohio as a recruit, and rally 
him under the banner of free treule, for I do not 
know anything which can contribute more to the 
grandeur and proaperity of the country than free 
trade, absolute, and unlimited — than giving to 
every man the privilege of seliingwhere he can sell 
dearest, and buying where he can buy cheapesL 
It is the principle ofRepubliconisra. Why should 
we be in leading strings to this or that interest? 
I have no doubt but that the prosperity of the 
countrr will be greatly endangered ov the adop- 
tion or the bill submitted by the genttcman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Campbell.] But I am glad to see him 
to-day take position in favor of free trade. I say 
sell all the custom -houses, and leteverything Come 
in free. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man modify his substitute? 

Mr. BOYCE. I wiM; hot when it is modified 
will the gentleman go with me for its adoption ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I will in the alter- 
native stated.* I am a protectionist in principle; 
and so long as the revenue to defiay the expenses 
of the Federal Qovernment{s raised by imposts, 
I am for such a discrimination as will incidentally 
give protection to the industrial interests of my 
own country against all the countries of the earth. 
But if the gentlemen from the South will propose 
the selling out of alllhe custom-houses, ana re- 
sort to free trade and direct taxation, I tell tliem 
th^ my constituents are prepared to meet them. 
Theienirs I m^iett to him, that until k« cornea 



forward boldly with his proposition, it ill becomes 
him to charge that the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means lacks independence and 
spirit on this question. 

Mr, BOYCE. I am delighted at the remarks 
of tbegentlemanfrom'Ohio. Nothingwould give 
me more pleasure than to make the modification 
in my amendment he has suggested. I must con* 
fees that I did not expect to meet with such a con- 
cession at his bands. I inferred from the report 
of the Committee of Ways and Means that the 

fentlcman was opposed to me on this question, 
imagined that ne and those who net with him 
woula think any proposition looking to free trade 
was a sort of madness clutehinK at the stars, and 
making love to the moon. I tEersfiin preientsd 
no such proposition of perfbet free trade; but the 
proposition I have made is a step in that dirac- 
tion. 

Bat to return to the argument. To illustrala 
the protective policy, let us auppoae that the peo- 
ple of Vermont came here ana asked for proiee- - 
tion in raising tropical ft-uits. Would they not 
at once be put down mg madmem ? Why f Be- 
•cause every one wouldaay, " It is absurd ta raise 
tropical fruits in Vermont when they can be got 
five hundred j>er' cent, cheaper from the West 
Indies.'* There could be no answer to this rea> 
aoning. ^t what is the diffcrcnes in principle 
between this case and manufacturing woolens, if 
they can be got thirty per cent, cheaper abroad t 
The difference ia only in degree, not in principle. 
Suppose, however, we had gone into tropical cul- 
ture in Vermont, doubtless some fine villages and 
hot-housee woald have grown up, and we night 
be pointedto them as evidences of the beneflteon- 
ftrred on the country; but the answer would bs 
obvious, that these isolated spoA of prosperity 
had grown up at the expense of the rest of tm 
countrr. Soin thecase of thefhetoriasatLowalU 
and other points, they have flotirished at the ex- 
pense of the rest of the country. 

My limited time compels me to abridge my 
argument on this branch of the aabjeet. 

A few words on the proposition submHted by 
me to reduce all duties above twenty per eent- to 
twenty per cent., and to put tea and coffee in ths 
twenty pereenLschedule. By takingChc imporia 
of 1859*, which year is within a small ftaction of 
the.average annual importations of the last six 
years, the amount of revenue prodnced by mf 
pnrieet would be #50,71 1,308 49, almost the iden- 
tical ambant demanded by the Secretary of Um 
Treasury; as be estimates that |48,000,000 «r 
150,000,000 will be Buffiewnt to carry on the Gov- 
ernment and pay off the public debt. I am fVee 
to confess, however, that my plan is not perfect. 
It is a step in the right direction; that is ail. 1 
look to free trade and direct taxation as oor ulti- 
mata and ineritable policy. By taking the stop 
I propose, and one approjdroating step after- 
wards, we will be in a condition to attain the great 
point of ftae tnde, without any sudden cojivul^ 
sion. 

If I could have modified the tariff exaclly to 
nay ideas, 1 should have put the duties on articles 
of necessity below twenty per cent,, at the lowest 
possible revenne standard; and luxuries I should 
nave put at thirty per cent. In this way I wot^ld 
have sought to carry out,aa far aaposaible, under 
an indirect system of taxation, the idea of reliev- 
ing the industry of the country fro^i taxation, and 
throwing it on property. But I knew it was im- 
possible to reduce the duties on articles of neces- 
sity below twenty per cent. I lisd, therefore, to 
conform to that necessity, and consequently had 
to reduce luxuries too low ; for otherwise the rev- 
enue would have been too large. 

As jegards tea and coffee, these were put in the 
free list in 1633, in the iDterest of the protection- 
iau, to give the pretext for higher duties on man- 
ufactures. Mr. Clay's resolution offered at that 
time is the hey to this policy*. It is at follows: 

" Rao Iced, Tbot the ezlrtlnf dntiei upon articles lai portal 
from foreign countries, and not comiuf into couipotitiuii with 
■tmllarartlcles made or produced in the ITnited States, ougbt 
tn be fbrth with abolisbed, except on wines and alika, and tliat 
{hay ought to b« laduead." 

I am for taxing these articles for the very policy 
that put them on the free list. Indeed, I acaroeir 
knowanjartidesmoresutledfbrtaxation. T} 

an not prodiic«tH^^e^9$'AcjNerf^ 
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would be no indirect tax. Theynre of general con- 
wimiition. A tax "pon them would bcnr equally 
on all sections. They tirf; in the nature of lux- 
uries. A mnderate tax upon them would facili- 
tate a lower rate of duty on all other articles. 

There is one further modification I fehould be 
willing to make in the tarifT, if it were reduced in 
|;ood faith strictly to the revenue standard — that 
IS, to put wool and other mw materia! in the free 
list. TTie eft'.oiof inxinij the raw material is, that 
the consumer is comncllcd to refund the tax with 
interest to the manufacturer who huadranced it. 
Adam Smith says, on this point: 

" Ttiey [Die rej^uluionsexcmptint; raw wool, cotton, tic, 
ftnm dutiesj are perfectly jnn nnd reasonable, and it can- 
rimnily wnh the neeRKltiMofttM) Btate [ttmth, revenue] 
tbaf couU ba extended tb all tbe other Bwterialaof Dtonu- 
fteuire,{lie putilic would certainly bo a gainer." 

I am through; it is for the committee to say 
what sliali be done. Those representing the 
manarabtuiers vouidt I think, act wtsely to eon- 
sent to A redoetion of datiei; for the longer re- 
• duetton is dftferred* thelarger will be the surplus, 
and the more sweeping the reform. Besides 
revenue duties, with the j^w material free, put 
nMBU^tures on as goot^ basis as they iMiuId 
desire; aod this pdint couldi I think, be carried. 
Farther, the manu^turers would find an in- 
creased demand arising from the general pros- 
Mriiy of the country following upon low duties. 
Besioes, too, our manufacturers should look to 
l9w great and Taluabie markets of the worid, 
where gold is to be had for tho gathering. I 
would also submit to this interest, if the present 
bigli rate of duties may not prematurely stimu- 
late rival manufaciuns in the Northwest, at the 
Falls of St. Anthony, and other points. As to 
those representing the sugar interest, I would 
aay, eugar is marked for destruction ; anti-elavery 
and free trade both concur against high duties on 
sugar. Would it not be well, then, for that in- 
terest to join in a general reduction of all duties 
to the revenue standard, and thus avoid being 
■illgled out for special hostility? To those rep- 
resenting the agricultural interests 1 would ask, 
vhat possible motive can you have to maintain 
the protective policy, as your Intereet clearly de- 
mands freedom of exehangefl, and the markets 
«f the worhl } To those representing commerce, 
I would ask, what is commerce but exctAtnges ? 
To reduce duties, and free exchanges, is, there- 
fore, to bid commerce '* live and move and have 
its being." You, gentlemen, who represent the 
iinperiar^ty of New York shoutd be clamorous 
•S this subject. -New York city is commerce 
personified. Free exchanges, and you magnify 
and aggmndice £4ew York beyond tho power of 
lannage to deacribe. 

- To the Democratic party I would appeal to 
•mblacon the gretit ideas of free trade and low 
taxes on their htstoricnl banner. Oase to. vex the 
car of the country 4'ith infinite repetitions of the 
oeeutt meaninga of past measures. Seize a living, 
vital, actual, practical truth, aud enforce it as your 
creed. " Free trade, anti-monopoly, equality," 
are the watebworda for ybu. They amKsl to the 
self-interest of every indiviiiuul, and they fill the 
imagination with magnificent ideas of the future 
craodeur of the Republic. Taks up the great 
Ideas of free trade» for under that sign you shall 
minJy conquer. 

FiSHlNG B0CNTIB3. 

SPBECH OF HON. TIMOTHY DAVIS, 

OP HASSACMDSETTS, 
In thk House of REraeiENTATivEi, 

FtinuBfy 10, 1S57. 
TUB Uoiue being in tli* Cmumlum of the Whcris nn the 
■tBto of the Union— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said: 
Mr. Chairmak: In the House this morning I 
liad the honor to present resolutions from the 
Legislature of the State of Massachusetts, setting 
forth very rcasonoble and truthAil objections to 
the repeal of the fishing bounties, and I propose 
to submit a few general remarks upon that sub- 
ject. I shall do it now, in obedience to a sens* of 
official duty which presses upon me. My imme- 
diate constituency is largely interested in the 



subject; and judging from recent demonstra- 
tions in this and the other branch of Congress, 1 am 
forced to the conclusion that an earnest effort will- 
be made to repeal the bounty laws, although, per- 
haps, the subject cannot be reached during the 
present session. It may, and probabl^y wm,-!!© 
Happen thai I shall haVc an opportunity to say 
something at the moment of action on the pro- 
posed measure of repeal. If so, X shall not nesi- 
latc, if I think I c*" then add strength of oppo- 
sition to a measure fraught with so much of evil 
as is this proposition t6 repeal the bounty law. 
I will not, however, take the risk of being cut off 
from speakin»altogpther,08 1 might be if -I should 
await the final action of the House, which, under 
the rules, may be taken without debate. 

In the remarks which I propose to submit, I 
shall not deal with my subject as if I entertained 
a doubt as to what was the ori^nal design and 
intention of the bounty system, or whether it was 
thought best by our predecessors to pay bounties 
on condilions which, if carried out, would result 
in replenishing the Treasury by aiding a heaVy 
consumption oT dutiable salt. I entertain no doubt 
that an indirect course was adopted at the outset, 
but one tending towards a direct and important 
result, and that was the building up of American 
fisheries. How it was to be done was a matter 
for trial, and the result was to be seen after expe- 
rience had afibrded proper opportuuilie* to test 
the various plans suggested; and although the 
bounty systen) can be defended upon every point 
of sound policy, judging from the past, I submit 
that its continuance i A question vita! to the com- 
mercial interests of the country, looking solely to 
the future. 

The early history of the country is marked with 
events directly traceable to the fisheries. It was 
the catching andt:uring offish that first attracted 
the earlv adventurers to nur shores; and out of 
inconsiderable fish ing-atationaerewnpflourtshin|; 
Communities all along our northeastern sea-board. 
Long before, the war of independence jeoloustea 
arose between the English uid French colonists, 
which resulted in an appeal to arms; and when 
peace was nominally restored, still the matter was 
open to bitter dissensions, and called into action 
ail the skill of diplomatieu to prevent fraquent 
intermptions of the general harmony. We read 
of the siege of Louisburg, and how gallantly the 
fishermen rallied, and how for foriy-ntne days 
tliey besieged the French, who were strongly 
intrenched within the walls of the city. We 
learn that ihcsA same fishermen finally out 
the usurpers of their rights, and captnrcd and 
occupied their stronghold — a result which many 
of the bravfflt men among the English colonists 
declared to be too grand even for contemplation — 
an event which could never have resulted from 
the chances, but which was achieved by the 
sterling valor of men impressed with the import- 
ance and the justice of their cause. Fishermen 
did not then, nor do they now, shrink from the 
hazard where there is hope of success. Their 
business was altogether one of hazard. Their 
bread was at stake. Their rights had been trod- 
den down by the French colonists, and they 
rose in moss in their defense. What they did, 
and tiow n'ell they performed their part in that 
early struggle, is matter of history. It is enough 
for my purpose, in briefly tracing the events bear- 
ing on my subject, to say tliat, tnterthe contest at 
Cape Breton, American fishermen punned their 
business, meeting occasional interruptions, until 
.the manifestations of uneasiness among the col- 
onists, immediately preceding the war of inde- 
pendence, induced Lord Norili,in 1775, to intro- 
duce into the British Parliament a bill, the object 
of which was to starve American fishermen into 
subjection to therequirenAutsof the British Gk>v- 
ernment — a proposition at once tyrannical in prin- 
ciple and mean in policy, affecting the rights of 
ourfishermen particularly, and laying upon them 
unjust and humiliating reatrietione', and finally, 
out of the passage of that measure grew much 
of the spirit of disloyalty to British rule on this 
continent, 

■' During the war of independence the fishermen 
performed their full part. In 1745 they had aided 
the mother country in beating down the French 
colonists and in cstabllshine their righta to the 
fiiheries; and now many of tne same mea—Mme 



prominent in command — met the king's troops 
upon Bunker' Hill, In defense of the ri^ts which 
they ba4 so polverfully atdfd in establishing. 
Throughout the war of irdependenee we find the 
great body of fishermen, in the service of die 
country; and, history bears evidence of their 
fidelitv to the cause of liberty. Upon every ves- 
sers deck, and upon every field, tney performed 
the patriot's part. My own town of Gloucester 
Milt two companies to Bunker Hilt, and Mor- 
blehead furnished one entire regiment to the army 
under Washington; and Uirough the disastrous 
winter in New Jersey these mett were patient, 
faithful, and brave. Standing upon the banks of 
the Delaware with a meager army of half-starved 
and suffering men, driven before a well appointed 
and superior fane, and when the rush of current 
and the drift of ice made the passage of that river 
difficult and dangerous, these same Marblehead 
men, as General Knox afterwards affirmed in 
the Massachusetts Legislature, were the first to 
respond to the call of the comniander-in chief 
for men to lead the passage. So we read that 
Mugford and Samuel Tucker, both Marblehead 
men, were afloat, performing deeds of valor OQsar- 
passed in the record of personal daring. 

Incidents in the life of both these men are in- 
teresting, and deserve to be placed among the 
events of the. early days of American history. 
So general was the enlistment of Marblehead mea 
in the war of independence, that at its close (be 
number of polls was reduced from one thousand 
two hundred to six hundred; and the number of 
widows of deceased soldiers and sailora was six 
hundred; and of fatherless children nearly one 
thousand. The same s[)irit of patriotism that 
pervaded all hearts io this old town of Marble- 
head, was at work throughout our fishing com- 
munities; and all along the New England coast 
the people were rallyiog, ashore and afloat. In 
Salem, Newbursrporl, Beverly — the towns on 
Cape Cod, and so in Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, men were ready to me«ttlie demand of the 
times. I find it recorded in a document of this 
House, that the towns of Salem and Beverly 
fitted and manned fifty-two vessels, mounting 
seven hundred and fifty gun*, and employing 
nearly four thousand men, to help in the war of 
independence. And in addition to the force sent 
to Bunker Hill from Gloucester, a large number 
of fishermen were afloat in privateers ; ** and 
thirty married ti^en from that town perished in 
the wrack of a single privateer." Much more it 
recorded , but I cannot make mention ofpartienlor 
instances of merit as displayed by tlie lialiennen. 
The history of the Rerouition speaks for them u 
this regard. 

And so ill the war of 1813therawas no less of 
the fire of liberty in their hearts, or of vigor in 
their cfibrta as they were called to serve the coun- 
try on board national or private armed afaipa. I 
will not go farther into deuils upon these points, 
but as much as 1 have said is just aud proper. 
During tlie pendency of peace negotiations in 
1783, the rights of American fishermen w»e 
insisted upon. No adjustment without & diiHt 
acknowledgment of the right, was tlie poaitioo 
upon which Mp.-Adams ptaoled himseif. The 
parties to the treaty on the part of Great Britsia 
were disposed to grant certain Hbtrties to tlie 
American citizens, but the rig^ moat be admit- 
ted. * Mr. Adams said, in the course of that con- 
ference, aud in defense of oar claims to the fishing 
grounds: 

" Gentlemen, ii there.or can there Ik, a f}wtTrigU 1 la 
fbrm^T Ireailes, thaiof TJtrerht, sad that of Parf», F^mnv 
and En^lsnd have cfatnied H;U>— uilng the word. Wb« 
Bod Almlsliiy ninde the bank* of Newtbundland at thrM 
hondrvd leagues dntnnt from the people of Aiaeries, aad 
six hundred leagues tVom the people or France and Eng- 
land, did he not give ae good a riM to the fbnnrr as to tUc 
latter.' If Heaven, In die creatioR, gave a rigtat, it is ran 
at least ni mucli a* youn. ir tMcupotiso, nn, and fof- 
scMlon'givc a ri^t. We bave U aa dear uyoa. If war 
and blond and Udasuro glv« a right, oura boa i<K>d as youn. 
Wc have been coDaiamty Bgliting in CBUBitS,Cape Bretw, 
•od Jion 9coiia ilbr Uie demiue oT tbia tbb«rv, and Have 
exuded beyond all proportion more thaa yon. If thit 
Tifia cannot be denied, wby ihould ft not be acknovrledgad 
and pat out of dlstxne f" 

And again, in the couree of the discussion, he 
says: 

"I Witt never pat my bond to any article wltbost 
ftctioB about the dsheriss." 



And so we find 
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greed upo"' '■^^ '•g*' cteftriyaeknowiedged 
y the British GoT«riimeiit. TtMM am Awta ia 
istory. I alate them in order to abow the ioi- : 
oruuice which •tataBinen of old attached to tb« ; 
.merican fiaberiea. Now that a QoTernwenl : 
to be ftinned and a apirit of natioaBiity ^ 
wakened, elnteamen looked about for modes | 
id means. The commerce of the country called [ 
ir <'nroumgcment. France and Et^land had 
ten for yeara engaged in develo^ni; plana to 
lUttrip each other. Their atteotioa, aa bofora, 
)nuniiGd to center in their fisneries, and they 
garded that interest as fmitful of the most btii- 
ini results in the way of etrcngtheniitg their ma- 
rie force aa well as of producinv in lai^ qaanti- 
ta an article of commerce which was adding 
rcctly- to thenational wealth, ^oth Franceaad 
nglnnd paid lai^ bounties to the fiehermen, and 
iposed prohibitory duties on the importation 
ireign fish into their ports, so far aiding their 
wn and shutting oat tha products of American 
iterprise. The business was poor then, aa it 
now, and as it will probably always be, and 
w felt disposed to engage in it in preference to 
ic numeroustieldaof enterprise which our newly 
iptized Republic presented. And at this time 
ir own Government, in full view of the import- 
ice and necessity of the proposition, took into 
insideration the subjectof encouraging American 
ihcriea. Mr. JcfiersoD' made a report in 1791, 
ttting forth the - importance of the matter, and 
i^ng that something be done for the proteo- 
on and upbuilding of an intereat so Titai to the 
ublic weal. A statement of the condition of the 
)d and whale fisheries had been made to Con- 
ress by the General Court of the Slate of Maasa- 
lusetts. Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of Stale, 
1 whom the paper was- referred, submitted a 
nglhy report upon the subject. In that report 
a alludea to the- diffieultiea which the French 
ktvemment were encountering in the pro8ecu<- 
on of the business, and to the effect of thegrant- 
)g of bounties and imposing of duties on the im- 
orlations of foreign fish into FreiKh ports. I{# 
lao says of the English Government: 

*'The policy uf ilie Engllsli (xovemmenl since the peace 
u been to pfttliiblt all foreifo flah in Uieir market ; and 
ley bBTfli i^ven rrom eighteen to fllty pound* uterlfng on 
wry Hilling vcs^r-l complying with cerisin condiiloiis. 
liiB policy 19 Eaid to have bc(U) m fhr gucccasrul as to have 
liMd the number of Beameti employed In that businera tn 
to fonriMn Dmuand, snd the qusntiiy of fiili lo uven 
■wired sDil ihiny-two UhmimbiI quintals.'* 

He then speaks of thedifBcultiesin the way of 
le growth of the Itaherie's of the United States, 
nd closea this part of hit report in these 
ro^ds: 

" This rapid view af Uie eodtUherr enables u« lo db- 
mr under whsi poUcy It has IhuiWied ordedlned Id U>e 
uids of othw nations, and lo muk ibe flwt (bat it is too 
wra buiincsB to be led to iiseif even with nations moit 
Ivautageouhly Bitnaied." ^ 

1 do not find that Mr. Jeffetaon erer recom- 
tended a direct bounty. The propoaiUon was 
ew, and open to properleets and suggeattons; 
nd he thought that an allowance in the form of 
rawb^ck on some articles of common use and 
eceesity would accomplish the purpose. But he 
id not fail, oa his elevation to the Presidency, 
> give his opinion of the importance of the fish- 
ries. In his second message to Congress we find 
tese vrords: 

"To ciiltivote peace, maintain conunerce and navica- 
OD, ujid all oUier lawful onterpriaea, tu foster our flahenes 
1 n iiur^ry of iiavisniion— Ibuw, fellow- citizens, are the 
.ndintirk^ by which wc are to guide ouriPtves in all our 
roceedings. By continuing to make Uusethe nUMOToar 
:iian, wc shnlt endear (o ourcountryBisn tbe tme MiiMi- 
,ca oi'tlic Coiiatiiuiion." - r- v 

Maiotaining the point aaclear in my own mind , 
lat neither this nor any other of the nationft 
nmting aid \o the fiaberiea intended anything 
Mre or leas than to eneeavage the fishsriea as a 
leans of increasing the number of seamen, and 
f adding wealth by increasing the products of 
lie country, I shall not argue the question of 
rawbacks on imported fish cured with dutiable 
alt. Thatisamattcrwhicfa explainsitaelf. The 
ouniry was comparatively poor at the time of 
^e original adoption of the iMranty ayatem; the 
iiFBBury not orertmrdenedt and aa salt was a 
taple article of consumption Itritfa fishermen, a 
eduction of duty upon the article would be, lo 
hem, as good as^d itaelfi ioiu os itaOolad 



their intereals. .It was bounty to them— comii^ 
in an indirect Une whicli would make it well 
enough with the class who were to receive the 
benent, without apparently affecling the pockets 
of the people or ihepovernment. It was a parr 
tial inaocement — a consideration to the fisner- 
men, just aa exemption from jury duty in my 
State IS a coDsideration . to many who are bene- 
fited by it, while all the zest are lieM to the dis- 
eha^ of that duty. 

But, as early as 1792, Congrces passed a law 
aa dear in iu provisions and its intentions as sun- 
light. Thia law aays nothing about curing, salt- 
ing, or exporting fiah; but Jt providea that the 
vessels to De benefited by it shall .be employed 
at aea for the term of four months per year. 
That taw gives to vessels over twenty tons, and 
under thirty tons, $1 50 per ton; if over thi/ty, 

J 2 50 per ton — five eighths of the amount to be 
ivided among the fishermen, and ilie balance 
going lo ibe owner of tlie vessels. Now, the form 
of the question becomes clearer; before, it was not 
easy to steer clear of the salt tax. The subject 
was befogged by it — and I repeat it because much 
difficulty haa ahsen upon the point — while the 
simple fact is, as 1 believe, that salt, eateriog 
lai^ely into the list of articles of extensive use in 
the outfit of fishing veSsels, and especially as the 
export trade in salted fish was formerly exten- 
sively carried on by our people, the allowance of 
export duty, or-drawback on uporUd Jith, cured 
with dtUio^le wU, would answer the purposes of 
the Government, and beoL'tit the fishermen as 
much aS' it was then intended that they should 
be benefited. Hence much was no doubt said 
directly on that point in the debates of the day. 
But I leave salt out of the question, Fisheniien 
use as much of it as ever; but the law of to- 
day, granting bounty to the codfiehariee, says 
nothing about the article, so far as its use enti- 
tles the fishei'inen to , the allowance. From the 
date of the passage of the act of 1793, the busi* 
ness of fishing prospered; and it so continued 
until 1807, when the bounty allowance aud the 
sell tax were both repealed. A^in the subject 
aecms to be identified with the action of the Gov- 
ernment, in reference to the salt tax. How it 
happens that those two measures were passed 
together, I cannot explain. It may have' oeen a 
coincidence not regarded, or it may be that gen- 
tlemen representing constituencies remote Irom 
the immediate seat of the fishini interest did not 
weigh the matter carefully, but lell into the com- 
mon error of believing that the remission of the 
duty on salt was all timt the Government intended 
to do toward the encouragement of the fisheries. 
But I cannotaee why an exceptionahould be made 
of the fishermen, if bounty was not intended to be 
given in aid of their calling. Whatever was the- 
reason, and however tlic fact of the simultaneous 
repeal is to be understood, ono thing is certain: 
that after the withdrawal of the bounty the fish- 
eries declined rapidly, and so continued until IBIS, 
at whicli time, noiwilhslanding that we ahbuld 
presume the Government desirous of compelling 
American seamen to ship in the service to aid in 
carrying on the pending war, we find a new law 

Kiaed nearly doubling the former allowance of 
onty to the codfiaheries. The aalt duty had 
been taken off with the bounty in 1807. Stilt the 
business lingered, and was fast dying;. It needed 
material aid, and pcrliapa it needed encourage- 
ment such as eviofences of appreciation give to 
every man and'to every act in life. With the act 
eaiablisbing thia last b9unty,a tax of twenty cents 
per bushel was put upon foreign salt; but if {wofit 
on the aalt conaumea was what the Government 
was aftcr,.a vessel of eighty tons would have to 
use fifteen hundred buenels before their account 
would balance at the Treasury Department; and, 
that, I oan tell the gentleman from personal knowl- 
edge, is more salt by one half than could be used 
leeitimauly by any one vessel in four months' 
fishing. Again, in 1819, Congress considered this 
subject, and wisely, as 1 think, graniej^additional 
aid to the fisheries by increasing the allowance 
to |3 SO per too to all vessels above five and 
under thirty totisi and %t per ton to all above 
thirty tonst with aogie provisions aa to the time 
of sea-eervioe, dtc At this time, I believe, salt 
was not talked of at all; ani this last act stands 
<o<day lilm.law -uodcr -which fiabenQW receive 



from the Government a certain amount of money 
op the 31et day of December in each year, pro- 
vided they conform to the requirements of^ the' 
law; which, I claim, they do generally, or get 
nothing or ask for nothing under the law. 

Mr. Chairman, we hear gentleificn talk flip- 
pantly of frauds committed on tho Treasury by 
Eahermeo claiming bounty under the existing law. 
No gentleman can doubt the personal bravery of 
men who, so far as they have had occasion, in 
war have proved thcmaelvea strangers to fear, and 
who, in their every day-labor, give evidences of 
firmness and courage. True courage and mean- 
ness and dishonestv cannot live ti^^r. The 
man who will peril nis life in a just cause will not 
be likely to sell his honor or his conscience for 
the paltry sum of twenty dollars, w4iich ia tjia 
average sum received by each man for his shnra 
of the bounly. I have no doubt that exceptiona 
sometimes occur; but the great m»8B of American 
fishermen would scorn the act of false swearing 
to gain any point, and much more for the eakeof 
getiing a few dollars out of the national Treaatiry. 
They nave learned to believe that the Govern- 
inent ia their friend.*rhey believe that you mean 
to aid them for what they have done, and for what 
poasibly you may still wish to hare them do. A 
vessel 18 fitted out, always, I presume? against 
the interests of the owner, for eodfisbing in the 
early winter months. 

Long since, I can remember, but few vessels 
starteu oat until March or April, and then pur- 
suing their labors till November, they were 
stripped and laid up until March came round 
again. But with the increased expense of living 
an increased amount of effort was demanded by 
the fishermen; and in my particular neighborhood 
lai^ numbers of vessela,retuming from their sum- 
mer cruises, are hauled upon the graving dock* 
thorou^ly examined about the hull, fitted with 
new swa, strong and reliable ground tackle and 
running rigging, and start out in December for 
George a Bank, to fiah for cod and halibut. Thiv 
is to the fishermen a dim necessity; and the peril 
of such a voyage would appal the oldest aqd 
bravest navigator. Scarcely a seaaou passes 
without the loss of several vessels and whole 
crews; and the wear and tear of hulls and spars 
and sails and rigging of vessels iu these trips, is 
ruinous to tlie owners. Slill they cannot refuse 
to fit the vessels. The fishermen need the money, 
and must go on their voyages; and tho owners 
are forced to keep them supplied with vessels and 
stores, or they will seek oiner employment. 

Another reason why they go is tliut the skip- 
pers of fishing vessels in these days generally' con- 
trol the matter themselves. They are often the 
ships' husbands. They manage a vessel that ia 
owned in shares. A young and energetic man 
has, perhaps, accumulated a few hundred dollam 
by dint of great personal industry and prudence 
He finds one, or perhaps twenty or thirty men of 
various occupations who may have a few hundred 
dollars to.spare from Uieir business, and who are 
willing lo join with him to buy or build a vessel 
which he is to cofnmand. When she is ready 
for sea he consults with some, perhaps, and plans 
hervoyage. Uesejectshiscrew. Sometimeatfaa 
crew take the vessel, and sail "at the quarters," 
and sometimes "at the holvca,*' as the common , 
expression is. If "at the halves," two or three 
men enter into an agreement with the owner, who 
furnishca the vessel with barrels, provisions, and 
salt for the voyage. The crew who go "at the 
halves" man the vessel, and take for their labor 
half of the catchy paying for a certain part of the 
salt consumed in repacking on the wharf. The 
sharesmen pay stipulated wages to such of the 
crew as do not enter into the joint-stock arrange- 
ment. These are few* however, and auch voyages 
are rare. When the sharesmen take the vessel 
'*atthe quarters," the owner furnishes the vessel 
and a quarter part of the aalt consumed. The 
ahaiesmen supply the provisions, barrels, and all 
necessary articles, and in the settlement receive 
three fourths of the gross amount stocked during 
the season; the owner receiving the balance, and 
'settling accordingly. This, Ilwlicve, is tlie old 
estabbsbedwayof fitting fishing vessels when ihey 
sail on shares;and I may add that it takes a math- 
ematician to settle tlwaccountYofeuch a ^oy*f6 
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But I was telling how the flkippt>r of a resael 
iTinnagca a tcucI; and bis wtLj is the moat com- 
mon now Aflcr he hai secured bis crew, he 
arranges wit1i a packer or dryer to furnish all 
■uppIiL'S tfl the vessel (hat may be needed during 
tho lishing season. This inspector, packer, or 
dryer, keeps u store containing a stock of ship- 
chaadit-ry nnd stores usually needed in the fitting 
of a vcsacl. He also, upon the-order of that 
portion of the crev who bare families* supplies 
to them A limited quantity of provisions in the 
absence of the vessel; and when she returns he 
takes the fish, if any arc caught, sells them, and 
makes up the voyage, crediting the account of 
each man with the amount due, charging and 
deducting whiit may be, by agreement, his for 
services in packing, drying, and inapecLing;, and 
for outfit and family stores delivered. This, at 

E resent, is the common mode of conducting the 
usincBs. 

Fishing firms owning five, six, or more ves- 
Ml8,nrcfewin number. The business is too poor 
to induce men, in these days of general prosperity, 
to conHne themselves to th^iisiness of fitting on 
their own account; and the old fishing establish- 
ments have gradually abandoned tho business, 
and tak0 up an occupation more lucrative. The 
*ail-mnker takes one sixteenth of a vessel, and 
makes tlie eaiia. The ship chandler docs the 
Same, and supplirs thf standing and running rig- 
gings. The htficltsmith supplies the cables and 
ancTiors, and holds, perhaps, a thirty second part. 
The pninier paints the vessel, and takes his pro- 
portion. The builder holds a part. The packer, 
for the sake of (he business, takes an eighth ora 
quarter. Ant} the skipper and his friends manage 
to get the balance talcen up, and these are tlie 
** rtch owners, tind captnins," who, some gentle- 
men say, get all the money paid out annually 
under the bounty laws, while the fishennen get 
no part of it. This impression is not borreci: 
the fishermen do got the bounty — or at least its 
equivalent, and fi-cquently b<'-fore ic is due. 

i remember when 1 was a boy.and in the way 
of liearing family secrets talked of fi;eely, my 
own oars have been tickled with wild ciipresston 
of delight which came out of (he mouths of old 
men and women, and young children too, when 
tiiey had reeeivedat midwinter the amount which 
they had been for years in the habit of receiving 
from the Government. I speak the truth upon a 
point that is vital (n manv poor, but respectable 
and honorablr persons. Inatcad of the fishermen 
being cheated out of their bounty, as is alleged, 
I know thot it is tho practice in some, if not all, 
Ute fishina; commiinitjes, to give the bounty to a 
man who lius not made out his full time on board 
a vnsfl engaged in cndllshtiig; thai is, his share 
wilt by a strict rule of Justice be awarded to him 
by the ship's husband in cases where he may 
have been two or three weeks on board a vessel, 
and then taken olT by sickness or other cause; 
and another man taking the phice of the disabled 
jnan for the remaining bounty term, would be 
eomnelled, by the custom of*^ fishing ports, to 
ytelo up to the farmer hin proportion of the bounty 
received from the Government. 

Estimating the fishing business of the town of 
Qloucesirr for the past year, tbe aver^ sum 
earned by the fishermen was seventeen dollars 
per month. This>is a smail support for a family. 
Ttie overage per man, under the bounty law, is 
eigliteun dollars per annum. This, in winter, 
will warm and feod bis children while he makes 
his (rips to George's and Brown's Banks in pur- 
suit ofhis calling and his bread. 

Mr. Chairman, this charge of fraud does not 
lie justly at the doors of the fishermen. Not half 
get the bounty who ougtit to receive it if the 
spirit of the law were looked to. Many go on 
mackerel voyages exclusively. Theyebtim noth- 
ing, and get nothing. But when they go for five 
or six months on codfishing voyages, and happen 
to catch some other than coafisn, it would be 
poor economy for them, or for the country, to 
say that I hey cannot hare the allowance of bounty 
simply because they have not taken cod exclu; 
■ivL-ly. The Government would gain nothing; 
and the fishermen would lose by the operation nf 
throwing overboard such other fish as might be 
uken on their voyages. Because, if sea service 
is what we pay fiv, we get it io tbe eteraeet Arm 



on Oeoige's Shoal; and there the halibut will 
insist on taking die hook, and tbn fishermen have 
no desire to shake them oiT. And if sea.serviee 

ana the wetting of salt is of any account, the 
catching of mackerel, or any other fish to be cured 
with Bolt, win answer the design of the law. 
Fisberroen, therefore, making a time of sea ser- 
vice of four months oD codoshing voyages, and 
mach longer, in fact, expect the bounty, and 
generally get it, but not by fraud, unless your 
revenue officers are negligent, for no vessel need 
escape their eye, and no hnnesi collector will pay 
the bounty if it has not been duly earned. 

I have been particular in detailing fLets, some 
of which have been stated befbre in the discussion 
of tins suMect, first, to show that, with the inau- 
guration of our system of government, we adopted 
measurea of encouragement to the fisheries; and 
then, in my remarks touching the management 
offishing vessels, in communities where the busi- 
ness is largely carried on, I have also been some- 
what explicit in my statements, in order that I 
might, to some extent, correct the impression 
which is generally entertained, and which does 
injustice to the fishermen and their employers. 
But upon tbe ground of sound national poKcy I 
expect to rest my argumepl in favor of tne con- 
tinuance of the bounty system. We have been 
so long at peace with the world that we are in 
danger of under-estimating the services of able- 
bodied seamen — American seamen, suck an our 
fisheries make. There is, also, danger of our 
falling into error because the ftaheries are mainly 
belonging to the New England States. I trust we 
shall not allow sectional jealousies to disturb our 
judgment in considering what is for the national 
good. 

Qenttemen may wish to know why a business 
so pooily^muncrative as this is represented to 
be, is not forthwith abandoned by ashing com- 
munities, and a more profitable investment sought 
for the cap'tal employed in (His branch of indus- 
try. My answer is that the fisheries are old as 
tlie records of the earliest settlers of the conti- 
nent, and each succeeding generation finding its 
interests indissolubly connected with the fishing 
business, it is absolutely necessary that it should 
be coittinucd just so long as it can keep those 
engaged in it cloar of banlcruptcy. 

if tbe vessels run out they must be refitted. 
They are not adapted to other business than 
fishing, and cannot be sold except for purposes 
for wnich they are intended. To build them 
large enough for a genrral freighting business 
would render them unlit for fishing. The outlay 
in running them would ruin the owners. The 
packer and drier must do business enough to 
make a livingr Accordingly he must keep his 
business as targe as possible, and when a vessel 
is lost or worn out, he must build another, or 
induce some other skipper to pack and cure at Iiis 
station, in order to supply the place of the lost ves- 
sel. The business is tne best he can adopt in'the 
communily where he lives; and possibly, taking 
one yehr with another, having the benefit of the 
profit on bis outfit and stores, he may gradual^ 
become easy in his circumstances, or even moder- 
ately rich if he is a prudent and close calculator. 
Boys, in these communities, as soon as ihey are old 
enough, find their way almost by Instinct on board 
these vessels, and the entire business of a regular 
fishing town is, to a great extent, subordinated 
to, and dependent upon, the vicissitudes of this 
most uncertain and precarious occupation. The 
interest being common, the business is upheld, 
of necessity ,l>y all classes, and hence the impos- 
sibility of iu sudden abandonment without in- 
volving the total ruin of all interested. Give 
the people nf the (own of Gloucester, which is an 
important fishing town, the choice of a general 
business, and I assure gentlemen that neither the 
fishermen nor the owners of vessels would long 
continue to absorb their capital and labor in any 
such unprofitable enterprise as fishing. But they 
have no choice. Their property is all invested in 
the business, and as they cannot get well out, they 
must keep as well in as possible, and therefore 
they must and will continue the business just so 
long as fish nwim, or they have the means of 
kee|jing vessels afloAt. If the Government ceases 
to aid tne fisheries,! have no doubt those engaged 
in the bwioeM will atrive to live on the aaitam>ls 



profits which their year of honest and fearfaily 
trying labors afibrds them; but to abandon the 
business in Ms is to them an impossibility. Take 
away the aid of the Government, and the death of 
the fishing business niusl be lingering by the force 
of circumstances, but as certunas the rising and 
setting of the sun. And my reasons for anticipa- 
ting this contingent result are fiur, 1 think. A fiali- 
ing vessel of ninety tons register under tbe bounty 
law, geu $360, which i« the maximum allowance 
to any one TesMl. 

I have already stated that the fishermen them- 
selves, in many instances, get up their copartoer- 
■liiparrangementforbuildipgaTeaael. Tkeallow* 
aoce of bounty will pay mote than seven pereenL 
on an investment of $5,000, which is more than 
such a vessel cosjs by from one thousand to fifteen 
hundred dollars, and if a fisherman desires to lake 
part, he has, in addition t(k,his individual allow- 
ance of the bounty, a proportion of that wbicli 
goes to the owners, and with it he can pay inter- 
est on the amount of cost of a part of a vessel. 
Under this arrangement he can, perhaps, bor- 
row an amount of money by paying interest, and 
by giving a mortgage and insurance policy on his 
interest m such veaset, while he con proceed oa 
his Toyages until, by prudence, he may get bis 
part clear. Although a fishing community is a 
safe one Io trusty simply because tbe people are 
trained to habits of economy, still the business 
of sui:h a community is always perplexing as 
well OS intricate in its character, and new com- 
muniiies wtll not touch it. The bounty is all <^ 
certainly that awaits the efforts of the fisbeiman, 
and if taken away you will Weaken a business 
already' weak enough, and the result will be that 
no more will enter into it, and those already in will 
get out as soon as possible, and try aomeiliiiy 
eke. Ther^ore, if the fisheries are worth pre- 
serving, we must not turn the tide of intereM 
from it. That is all I mean to say upon this 
point. 

If my premises in this regard are sound, how 
much will the nation gain by stopping the allow- 
ance to fishermen? It is a wise policy uiat encour- 
ages productive industry, especially in these days 
when all men like to eat of the fat of the land , and 
do Just as little towards earning their breAd by the 
sweat of their brows, as is consistent with a decent 
personal appearance. If the farmer should refuse 
to till tbe soil, or the raiser of caltlevhould give 
up his occupation everywhere, men might as well 
be poor as rich , so fhr as the comftHts or necessi- 
ties of life are concerned. If they are not to be 
had for money, money finds its level at once, and 
is valueless. Such a state of things wilt never 
occur, except by the will of the Almighty. 

Dut to iliuetrate my point, suppose you stop 
the fisheries altogether. The result will be that 
one branch of the productive industry of the coun- 
tryislostr Lust year 439,380quinial8of cod fiih 
and 153,464 barrels of mackerel were added to tbe 
products of the country by the fisheries of Mas- 
sachusetts alone. ' There was a clear gain of art- 
icles of man's consumption, valnod at (3,768,745 
— the product of this branch of industry in one 
State alone. It was a gain of an article of con- 
sumption that cost nothing to raise, and wis 
afllbrded to the consumers at comparatively low 
prices, because the expense was nil included in 
the taking and curing. The article of fiSh is not 
like other animal food prepared for the market 
by the actual consumption of articles of common 
necessity. It takes, on an average, twenty-fin 
bushels of com to the head to fatten beef cattle, 
tventy bushels to the head to fatten swine, and 
two bushels foreheep; and when you examine the 
census report and finil the enormous number of 
battle raised for the market in this country, yon 
can estimate the amount of one ailide-of bread- 
stuffs which is eonsnmed in prepsriof Uiis nA 
herd of stock for slaughter. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man firom MassaebuBstts allow ms to propoand a 
question ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The eentleman'k 
argument in behalf of the -fishing bounties is 
forcible, and I do not wish to be understood ss 
making oppositibn to the system at this time, nor 
as questioning tbe wisdom of the policy whidi 
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■ome other member ropraMoting that interest, 
give me the reMons why, at thw timef a bounty 
should not be given upon the sugar-cured bams 

or tlie West as well as upon the fish of New 
Enf;!and ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, Well, sir, I 
will say, in reply to the question propounded by 
tbe gentleman from Ohio, that the article ot' sugar- 
cured hams is one of luxury— at least I suppose 
it is so. Unfortunately, I caniiot speak from ex- 
perieuce upon that poiut. If, however, he can 
allow that, without the aid of the Qovernmeni, 
the busineas of producing any article of man's 
consuinpuoD will languish, I wilt vote to protect 
iti or if lie can show to me that the curers of 
iiaias have, as a class heretofore, or mav as a 
class hereafter, be necessary to the proper uefeiise 
of the eouDtrv, or that they can facilitate the 
proseruiioii of any great branch of national en- 
terprise — the commercial, for instance — 1 will 
vote to pay a bounty on sugar^isd hams. 

But tuts fishing business, like every other, wiQ 
regulate itself, some gentleman will say. If the 
demand for fish, as an article of consumption, 
exists, prices will naturally advance with tiic in- 
creased demand induced by the falling off of the 
catch. Ordinarily that point would be well taken, 
but not when dealing with the fishing business. 
Dried and pickled codfish and macksrel enter 
largely into the lint of articles of conmtmption, 
mainly on account of their comparative cheap- 
ness. The laboring man con get along very well, 
if, for economy's Mke, he can frequently get his 
dinner of dried or pickled fish; but he will not 
choose it, as an article of food, if he can get a 
pound of frenh beef or mutton for the same price 
that it costs to furnish his table with salt fish. So 
looK as the supply is large, and tbe expense of 
taking and curing fish wm warrant the outfit of 
vessels, this article, as one of common consump- 
tion, will be cheaper than fresh meat. Just as soon 
fts you throw obstacles in the way of the business, 
BO that if pursued at all it must be at greater ex- 
pense, then you must expect a corresponding 
advance io Uie price of the article. If the cun- 
sumptioD ceases on this aceount,and at the same 
time the article cannot be furniahed cheaper, then 
the business ceases as a matter of course, because 
you cannot long continue a business in the face 
uf a positive loss.' Nobody can help it. The busi- 
ness dies because the article of consumption can- 
not enter into competition with the great staples 
in common use; and fishing can never be sus- 
tained to any considerable extent, if we rely upon 
the income of the Article, when considered as one 
of luxury alone. 

But why should Uiis branch of industry re- 
ceive the aid of Government, and no other? I 
answer — and ask the gentleman from Ohio to note 
my remarks — because it is of vast importance in 
caany respects, and cannot susuin itself. If the 
agricultural interest of the country was depend- 
ent upon governmental aid, it should have my 
vote in its support instantly, simply because 
there id no value to anything if productive in- 
dustry fails. But agriculture needs no support 
from the Government oUier than that which it 
receives from the publication and .circulation 
of documents and seeds, which ia not a trifie, 
or, perhaps I might have said, is afforded by the 
Army in protecting farmers in the extrem^Wcst 
from Indian deprcuatioos. However, all the aid 
gr^iiGd to agriculture is beneficial perhaps, and is 
notgrudgingly bestowed, so far as I have observed. 
But the fhrnier nt:eds no other aid . He plants his 
peed, end awaits the growth and culmination uf 
the fruiu of his toil. A few months in the y<iar 
suffice to comiilele his l^bor, and he is rarely dis- 
appointed in nis harvest. The fisherman leaves 
his home, snd labors constantly io the midst of 
alternating storms and calms, sometimes succeed- 
ing and making a good trip, and again returning 
to port with empty barrels, butts, and bins, la.- 
bor, labor, labor, constant and unremitted, sad 
no hupc of ever becoming the lord of a princely 
CHtuio which has been hewn out of the western 
wildei'iiuss, and grown into immense value by 
-virtue uf a common prosperity, aided, perhaps, 
directly and indirectly, more by tlie business ot 
th>- fishernmn and. sailor than by ih^l of auy 
Dihcr clans of men. The fisherman's fi<>ld of 
labor is the brood ocean. He casta oachur and 



throws out his line jruided and strengthened by 
his hopes alone. The genial sunshine and the 
refreshing rains benefit liim ouly «o far as they 
contribute to his personal comfort. While he 
sleeps he catches no fish. WJien overtaken by 
sickness and disability to perform labor, his bread 
is at stake, and his suffering, in view of this fact, 
is enhanced. Not so with the agriculturist. 
Steeping or waktug, in storm or in calm, in health 
or in sickness, his crops are progressing with the 
passing hour. 

So much, in brief, upon the point of productive 
industry. I now direa my attention tAtht ques- 
tion of national economy, looking to aatscipuned 
and available system of marine defense. We 
have between five and ex million tons of Amer- 
ican shipping employed in the commercial busi- 
ness of the worlu. We are already, or are fast 
becoming, the greatest commercial nation on the 
globe. We have the smallest Navy of any im- 
porfant Power. We have hardly enough of 
American-born seamen to apeak or at all. Our 
merchant ships arc, in nu;nerous cases, compelled 
to employstiens in subordinate official stations. 

Upon tlie crew-list of our .merchant ships the 
names of a goodly number of old homeless salts 
are to be found — grumblers who live ashore as 
long as the landlord will let them, and then go to 
sea at liis bitld ing. No man familiar with commer- 
cial busincsH has escaped the fact that shipdiscip- 
lioe is suffering, and property is placed in jeoitardy 
by the hordes of adventurers who are swarming , 
upon the decks of American merchant ships. | 
One old scold will do much towards breaking up ' 
the discipline on hoard a ship. He wants to dic- 
tate in a variety of matters. The work may not 
go on to suit him-, any arrangement in that line is 
sure to bo wrong. If the captain is an indulgent 
man, these old grumblers take advantage of him. 
If" duff" is served to the crew twice a week, they 
make a point to deman^ that it shall be furnished 
tlireo times. He wants to cliange the watch reg- 
ulations; and although he it first at the galley 
with liis Lin-pot, and most energetic around th.e 
'* kid" at meal-Ume, he is the last to appear 
when nl! hands are culled up to reef topsails. He 
makes his demand at the cabin-door, at the head 
of,a band of his kind, and successful or nqt, he 
places liie captain in a position of antagonism or 
numiliation towards his crew, either of which is 
fatal to good shipdlscipline; and.the evil and dan- 
ger of insuboruination on ship-board must be 
apparent, when we sec how powerless the officers 
of a ship are when the crew ftfuso obedience to 
orders, as is often the case of ktc years. 

Such associations as I have described in the 
forecastle of an American ship at this day are far 
from auroctivc to a proud-spirited American boy. 
Out of a whole ship's crew he will not, perhaps, 
find a single American sailor. His toxic is not 
gratified in conii^raplation of the prospect of a long 
voyage with companions with whom no sympathy 
can exist. He would like to go to sea. He will 
not dn it under sueh circumsTanccs,and heabtm- 
dons the idea of such a life. This is a general 
statement, of to allowance for numerous ex- 
ceptions. Now,'pir, ill caiie of war, where are 
those adventurers whom 1 have described to be 
found? That is an open question. Allwaknow 
is, that some other Sag than ours receives their 
salutes, and if they fight for us it is for money, 
and not for tho honor txiid gloi-y of the country. 
How was it wiien ihc Constitution proceeded to 
Ilea in the last war, with a crew maoe up mainly 
of Massachusetts fishermen — such men as John 
Lancey, a Cape Ann fisherman, who, after he 
had been shot down at his post, and taken to 
the cockpit, being informed that the Cyane and 
Levant had struck, mustered his little remaining 
strength to give tliree cheers before hedied. But 
to return to my line of remark. Tbe Ghivern- 
nient it taXed (13,0OU.O0U annually to support 
the Navy. The Department this year wants 
*13,418,0-23 S7. If wc are to make nice calcula- 
tions ti.s to our public expenditures, 1 ask how are 
we to be benefited in time of peacf by thia im- 
menue outlay? 

We. have comparatively liitle for our officers to 
dn,And lesBneed of large crews of sailors; still I 
would not have the Navy destroyed or weakened 
by any means; t'nr, nUhoii^h liie fact may not 
appear at thif*inoment, the altinuile impoftansa 



of theNavy is a matter which every man under- 
stands, I presume. Takeaway our ships of war, 
and we invite the enemy or tlie freebooter to help 
himself to our property. 

The naval apprentice school at Annapolis, if 
we are to enjoy perpetual peace, is of no use; but 
I would not refuse the sum of money wiiich ia 
annually expended by theNavy Deparimtntin ita 
support, beeauaawe have no guarantees of pt>nca 
for a day, and va need navigators for nur ships. 
The War Department asks for Sl6,69StI24 73, to 
support the Army for the current fiscal year; nnt) 
wo nave just voted to increase the pay of its ofii- 
cem. One would think that the whole cstal'lish: 
ment might be dispensed with; and so it might bo 
if we are to have no battles to fight; but where is 
the guarantee of the continuance of peace, with 
the world before our eyes filled with despots, 
always restless, and always ready for conqut'st? 
For the same reason that I would vote the annual 
appropriations of money to carry on the West 
Point military school, that men may be educated 
in the arts of soldiery, I would (though to-da 
the Government may not neud seamen) aid them 
in the same way; so that we may have a reserved 
corps of hardy, experienced mpo, in cose of war, 
read^ to give vigor and force to our' national 
marine. If we are to have ships and officers in 
commission, let us not lake off the bounties to the 
fisheries, which, on an average, amounts to leas 
than (350,000 annually, when the bounty system 
not only encourages and builds up a marine force, 
but indirectly adds to the aggrenle wealth of 
tbe -country from four to five milUona of dollan 



Fishermen cannot long continue in the business 
with less than they get now. It is impossible. 
Their average, earnings is $150 per annum. The 
Government, under the bounty system, pays them 
eighteen or twenty dollars per annum. It coin^a 
to the fisherman at a season when he needs It 
moGl. He has always received it, and when he 
entered into the fishing business it was a pun of 
the consideration. This allowance from the Gor- 
eroment is, in fact, all of certainty that the busi- 
ness affords. He may catch fish or be may not. 
As long as be is on board of tlie vessv! and makes 
out his time of four months, he can live. He may 
go on Geoi^'s shoal, and beat about that dan^r- 
ous spot, and if he lives to get back to liis home, 
though he may have caught no fish, his bounty 
is secured, and ia indeed his very present help in 
time of trouble. If it be wise and necessary to 
keep an extensive war establishment in lime of 
peace, what matter is it as to the precise 9\m\M 
in which the money to pay the current expenses 
is expended ? If, by paying the sum of 2330^)00 
yeariy, we keep in rcauineas twenty thousand 
American sailors, how can the Oovetiument make 
a better investment? Undera system of encour- 
agement we have seen the fisheries prosper. In 
1777 Massachusetu had five hundred and thirty- 
nine small vessels, measuring but nineteen thou- 
sand one hundred- and eighty-five tons, and em- 
ploying three thousand two nundred and eiE^lity- 
sevun men. In 16^ she employed in the fislterics 
eleven hundred and forty-five vessels, mcuiiuriiig 
seventy-seven thousand one hundred and thirty- 
six tons, and employiing ten thousand five hundred 
and fifty-one men. To double our fleet of war , 
vessels in time of peace in order to avoid being 
helpless in an emergency, would be a useless ex- 
penditure of the public money. Three hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars from the Treasury an- 
nually helps to keep up a reserved corps of 
seamen. 

Which, then, is. the most economical system: 
a large tncrecue of the naval force of the country, 
or a continuance of a system which encour:<.;,t:H 
a nursery for seamen? This is an iinpuriunt 
question bearing upon the subject; and gentlemen 
representing all intereata may us well ponder over 
the considerations which grow outof it, and above 
all remember that sea-lifo IS not very attractive 
after alt, and an efficient seaman cannot be raised 
up in an instant. All our bounty system amounts 
to practicoiiy is jual this: the Government, in- 
stead of locking up, to the damage of nil clas.t- s, 
1(350,000 of its treasure, gives it to the fisherma n, 
who in ihei/ turn add, by their labor, millions of 
dollars to the aggregate wealth of the cuunuy, 

which, but fiT^,fecfi5^iefC^>]g*L^ 
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entirely lost to us; while st Uie same Ume we are 
educaun^, by a cheap and judicious syatern'of 
encouragement, a large body of seamen, whose 
Mrvices can be had whenever we have need .of 
them, instead of keeping them underpay in Gbv- 
eramentshipavheBiredonotneedtnem. Some- 
thing like this I have said before; biit that is of 
BO consequence. The point is vital. We have 
no American seamen to lose; and I urge the prop- 
osition upon the attention of the House, as one 
of vast irrtport to the commercial interests of the 
Doantry. 

Notwithstanding the immense growth of our 
commercial marine, we look in vain for a corrc*. 
■ponding increase in the niimber of our American 
tailors; and if ve were to rety upon able-bodied 
American seamen , or if the lav requiring that two. 
thirds of the crew of every vessel cwaring at 
our custom-houses shall be Americiui was not 
vinked at or evaded in some way, not a tenth 
part of our fleet could be manned. It is of no use 
to rely upon the statute requiring seamen to have 

Srotections issued at ourcustom-houses; the whole 
ling is turned into a broad farce. Sailors' protec- 
tions can be bought of board ing-mnsters for ihe 
sum of onedollareach.by the bushel. Theyarc 
so easily procured, that a sailor leavin' his pro- 
tection m the hands ofafriend,orathisboBrdmg- 
house in Boston, would not spnd for it if shipping 
in the port of New York, but would go to the 
custom-house and get annther for a less nmount of 
money than he would have to pay a messenger 
to procure the old on^. The wholo macliinpry of 
this bnsincBS has run loose; and the result is thni 
our Navy and commercinl marine are manned by 
a class or men, a larffp part of whom are subject's 
of other Powers, ana in the event of war would 
ie recalled, or, if rcmainin"; in our ships, would 
be almost worthless. Wh^, then, in tne face of 
these facts, will Congress interpoae new dlffictit- 
ties in ihe way of the merchants of the country, 
by depriving them of the benefit which accrues to 
them by aiaing and encouraging young men to 
enter on a soa-faring life? Boys who commence 
life on board Ashing vessels generally find their 
way into the merchant service tin soon as they arc 
old enough, and many of the best ship-masters 
out of American ports commenced sea-Iife in fish- 
ing vessels. Cape Cod has turned them oat by 
scores, and Bssex county has contributed largely 
in this way. 

Destroy the fisheries, and you have little hope 
of anything better than dependence wholly and 
entirely upon adventurers; and a very different 
account will they render when called upt>n as sud- 
denly as were our fishermen to fight on the oceaTi. 
The eight hundred men ihai Marblehcad fur- 
nished to the country in 1813, out of a population 
of five thousand, all told, cannot be equaled by 
an^ number of men who would as soon be in the 
prison-ships of the enemy as elsewhere, if they 
were fed and kept moderately comfortable. Pnr 
nearly fifty years we have not had orcasion 10 
fire a gun in a sea-fight; and we may never have to 
do it again. Bui while we are so lavish with the 
public money in keeping up a show of Army offi- 
cers and men — while our Treasury is overbur- 
dened with money, to the injury of all classes 
who are in trade — with all our outlay for military 
and naval schools, ftrsennls, and 'other establish- 
ments incident to war— do not, because the Al- 
mighty arranged to have fish tend in New England 
waters, strike down the only class upon which 
the country can rely fbr a marine foree in case of 
need, and with it a branch of productive industry 
too important to be lost, ana ail fur the paltry 
purpose of locking up a little more of the people s 
money i» the Federal vaults, which, BO far as 

E radical purposes are concerned, might as well 
ave remained in the bosom of the earth'. 
It is of no use to say that this ia an exception 
to all interests, and not right. It will not ilo to 
look at the subject from a selfish stand-point. It 
is a question of policy old ns the Government, 
and in keeping with the established policy, of all 
maritime nations. It in manifestly our policy at 
this juncture of nffixirs, to do moro, ratlier llinn 
less, than we have done to cn^ouraiif the fisheries, 
■jid thereby increase the number of trained, effect- 
ive seamen. And I do not hesitate to say that I 
regard the encouragement of the fisheries as more 
importaui to tht eoantry tfaan the keepbig up of 



an denized Armjf and Navy in the time of peace. 
Most of our young men in cities and large towns 
are disciplined as soldiers', and ready and fit for 
duty at any time. So oar ship-masters are pet:fect- 
ly able to fight a ship, if we judge by the exploits 
of privateersmenin thelatewar. Thereisnoaetoal 
need of either Army or Navy in time of peace; but 
there is need of sailors, for all cannot be captains, 
and sailors cannot be trained on green fields in 
pleasant weather. Theirexperieneemustbe actual 
and of long duration before they are at home upon 
the sea. And, above all, let us be a little p&r- 
ticular, when we hear this wholesale denuncia- 
tion of fishermen, on the score of tbeir dishonesty, 
to ask their maligner of he knows what he states 
to be true, or if he will go into a fishing town 
and there chat^ fnmd upon the wirole body of 
fishermen? Oat of all the heads of the Treasury 
that have filled the office since my remembrance, 
I do not believe there is one who ever saw a fish- 
erman, or a codfish until the odor of antiquity was 
upon it. I trust, in charity, it is so; ibr every 
species of interpretation has been given to the 
bounty law, first and laat, and every possible ob- 
stacle thrown in the way of the fisherman in get- 
ting his bounty after he had earned it; and too fre- 
quently for the sake of a little partisan glory some 
ambitious revenue officer has furnished ttie De- 
partment vith statements that were made to tell 
against the whole, while they should have applied 
to a<ew fi.qhcrmcn. Gentlemen can understand 
this, and despise the man who, having done the 
dirty work of his party, and received his reward, 
now sets about maligning his neighbor. If the 
officer attends to- his duty, he knows who earns 
the bounty, and who does not. Let the fhuli rest 
where it belongs. Let the officer do his duty 
under the law, and not pay the bounty to any 
man who has not earned it, and then he will not 
be compelled to charge fraud upon the fisher- 
men. • 

I have endeavored, Mr. Chairman, in a plain 
manner, to present a statement of facts, accompa- 
nied by such suggestions as seemed applicable to 
my subject. I trust that this House will not 
break down a line of policy which the wisdom of 
statesmen has marked uut. If sectional feelings 
and jealousies ere allowed to warp the J udgmeiits 
of members of the Federal Legislature, we shall 
find our difficulties multiplying as we pursue our 
duties here. I cherisb>no such feelings myself 
On the contrary, I am ready at all times to aid by 
my vote any measure which promises good to the 
wliole country, without askire or caring what 
particular locality is to be benemcddtreclty by it. 
That, I believe, is the legitimate business of a 
member of this body; and his zeal for his imme- 
diate constituency is out of place when it stands 
in the way of the faithf\il performance of his duty 
as a legislator for the people of the United States. 
Certainly, we must see tnat some duties are na- 
tional. Of course, the power of the Qeneral (gov- 
ernment must be upheld by thia body, and all 
matters belongine to the thirty-one states are 
matters for us to Took to here. If we are narrow 
in our views of general policy, the Qovcrnment, 
through us^ i^ill suAer. I trust gentlemen will 
examine this subject of fishing bouniiei carefully 
before voting to repeal a law which has stood the 
test of so many years. 

THE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HOn! J. S. MILLSON, 

OF VIRGINIA, 
Iv THE HOOSE or RlfacSBNTATITEl, 

Ftinmy 10, 1857. 
The House bPlnKln the CommittM ofths Whole on the 
•tsie of tbe Union, and havinf under coiwiderotlaii the UII 
CII. n. No. 956) lo mdwM the duty on Imporu. and fbr otber 
purpose*-^ 

Mr. MILLSON ."aid: It is now more than a 
month since the bill reported by the .Committee 
of Ways ntid Means to reduce the duties on im- 
ports was made a special order. It ought, then, 
to have been the exclusive subject of discussion in 
Committee of the Whole; but scarcely a day has 
been devoted to uninterrupted debate upon it. 
Until last Thursday, the speech of the gentleman 
from Rhode Island [Mr. DuarEK]«u thionlyoii* 



made upon this subject. Sir, I retret tb>t 
much; for if there is any measure which i-x 
the patient consideration of Coh^m, r | 
tjuestion of the redaelioD of the dniiej j 
imported merchandise. ItisnotoneiHivl, 
olative and theoretical. ItinTolTeiBomert^ 
disquisitions, or abstract points of roa>^-j 
construction. It is one of instant ud tit 
emei^ncy, and aflects directly and laa^ 
the interests of every indiridiial in thtt:« 
Sir, I have very little ex Dectaiiontbsun 
can pass this body that will command rihj 
bation, or that of those gentlemen witlmi 
am generally associated , or that voQld d 
just demands of the people. The time irs 
this great object could nave been effrciK 
lime la no longer. About four yeanirv.i 
commencement of the second ■easioDoftliiTi 
Second Congress — it was in tbe lattvmi 
administration of Mr. Fillmore — agFnil>i^ 
New York [Mr. BnooKs]sabrailtedspr'i;'>: 
which 'was supposed then to have been irxrA 
with the approbation of the Admiiiistrau:); 
posing to appoint a select comraitiee for 
pose of revising the existing tarifflaw.uulr^ 
tng the duties upon imports. The molut];: j 
introduced did not very distinctly disd(»f.ij| 
objects. The intention doubtless vu la q 
only such change in the law as thoKiKT:?! 
mended by the Committee of V/axh and ^^| 
But though I was at no loss myself in uni-ii 
the object of the resolution, coming at xt}. : i 
and from such a source, 1 was exendl^fV 
iouB that my friends on our side of tb<r 
should meet and accept the propositi---, «i| 
appoint the committee then asked, kk:^, 
under the auspices of the Adrainisiratii^ ITi 
had at that time a large majority ofrxm. 
I and we could have made such reJuctian r'.* 
i duties as we thought right and propfT. 
! did not meet or fuither the objects of i^:*-t:-' 
'introduced the resolution, they wocld, 1: mi 
' have answered the requirements of tht ,■>*:. V/i 
I itself, which simply proposed a r^ir -^ li 
j duties. Nevertheless, only a few of ib' Deao- 
; cratic members voted for the pro^;jftrrftht 
' gentleman from New York; while,Kni^v>aT, 
; most of the friends of the Admisiiiivui' 
; found votine with as in its support. O^uTifrv 
i days elapsed before there was a veryrrotdiit* 
' of views on both sides of the Houm. Ecit^ 
allowed the opportunity lo pass hy, aadiir»w 
. came back. 

I The reasons then assigned by my potitirJ-'- 
' sociatea for not accepting that propasitien.vr 

that a new Administration was soon to cotr-..-:' 
i power, and that the new President had lietr-"' 
1 ed by «o great a majority of the 8uffr»^o:'-'> 
! people of the United States as to gin a kv^ * 
I sanction, at the commencement of hii AJr 'j- 
I tration, to the proposed reduction of tbe tul? i 
. expccti^d, then, when we came heieatttirt 

Congress, that this'subject would beoneof'.' 

first, as it certainly was the most imponas:."' 
! would claim ourattention. I felt great initrf^ :' 
' myself; and my friend from Alabama, [Mr. il"r 
' TON,] at that time the chairman of the Ccjre 
I of Ways and Means, will remember that, k/t i 
' the session , I fVequently ui^d upon him. and sr^! 
I "bther, members of the committee, the import: < 

of introducing a bill, at the earlieit pnciia.-^ 

moment, to meet this very desirable (Ajk* I 
' know that ho earnestly desired to dosoiasd.r 
' if such a bill had been passed then, it would u^' 
! been with the general acquiescence ofthtwh i 
1 country. The reduction of ihedutyOponiffipc^ 
I — a question which -was so exiensivelr &\m*^ 
. during the preceding presidential caoms— v'^:' 

have been regarded as the natural, idaox 1 kf. 
I cal consequence of the defeat of the Whigps^T 
' and the triumph of the Democracy. Therev«J 
1 scarcely have been any opposttion to it. 

But, air, while this subject was still und« cos 
j sideration, another addressed itself toihein=" 

tion of members — a question of a most eifi'i" 
I nature, and provoking the most aijgrj- 
I versiea. I refer to the Nebraska bill, which. Iii 
I Aaron's rod, swallowed up all the rest; ar.d:t'o 

this subject, so important, not merelv 10 lii-!"!' 
, of the Confederacy from which I come.botii'-'' 
I interests of the whole people of the United Sum 
i was postponed^^ l^i'^WMrif^'*'''''' ^' 
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ewitums postponed indefinitely. The titot 
a; math fear that timt will nerer return. 
Now, Mr. Chaitmui* 1 have no purpoM wliat- 
tr to make a aet ipeedi, M to eirter into any 
resti|:ation ofthe tneories of political eeoDomy, 
to dneun thia question in its nMie teoondna 
attons. That has been very often done. Some 
' ir ycarfl ago I took occteion to' ftxprew my 
twa on tliese general aapecta of tiie questuH], 
d I do not now deaigD to repieat th&n, Tliese 
pimentaaeauMtiriiati* called the proteeCiTe 
atem , are drawn IVom die beat eataUished priB^ 
ties of political economy. They are never an- 
ei^d, but tfaey are never heeded. I fri^now, 
r. ChBtrman, to address myself particularly to 
} bill of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
vish to call the attention of the Houae to what 
egard aa the extraTagant features of this bill — 
m protectira in' their operation, as my col- 
igue, one of the membera of the Committee of 
aya and Means [Mr. LA'chbr} rightly said 
lay or two ago* tlnn eren those of the tariff 
t of 182&. I wish to- show that the'aim of the 
immittea of Ways and Means seems to have 
en to see how far they ccmld reduce the public 
;ome withoot reducing the public burdens; to 
e how far they coald oiminieh the reTenue by 
:u«aaing the taxes of the people. 
Now, 1 would 'Suggest to my friend, tite chair- 
in of the Committee of Waya and Means, and 
the majority of that committee, who seem io 
ink that the people demand a reduction of the 
venues, that that is not all that the people de- 
ind. It is not lAie mere reduction of the reve- 
les that tbspeopla ask. Whettthey reidly want 
a reduction of the ttaUM.- Reduce ooth, and we 
e content; but we protest against any scheme 
at will empty the Treasury, and atill leave us 
bear our former burdens. We want you to 
minish the amounts that go into the Treasury, 
T diminishing the taxes lliat produce them. But 
is IB sot the method adopted by the committee, 
1 Twill presently undertake to show. 
The first bill reported by the Committee of 
^aya and iMeans was one reducii^no duties on 
dclda intended to be subject to duty, butaimply 
aoingin the free Uat a Uuve number of imported 
iicles which are now saoject to dutiea varying 
om five, to ten, fifteen, and iwenty per cent, ad 
Uotem; and they urge that the transfer of these 
rticlea of raw materials to the free lial would 
sdace the but^ene of the people by enabling our 
lanufacturers to reduce the price of their gmids. 
'hey cite the exatn[^ of. Great Britain to show 
IS wiedoina of this- policy. The argument is 
ery plausLtile, but- U .is more plautiible than 
otmd. Tl«ey will not deny that the inteadeil 
Sect of the ttawif&r of theae articles of raw ma- 
srial to the firee list — mch as siUc, wool, flax, 
amp, skina, hides, Ac. — while it might reduce 
tie prioe of the* manufactured fabric to some ex- 
3Dt, is to give the control of the home market to 
he home manufacturers. We should then not 
nly loae the rewaue on the articles iran^erred 
o the free list, but what is of much more import- 
Jiee— we should loae thatrevenne which we now 
Itiin from those imported manuActurea that 
rould be supplanted by our own. They would 
« supplanted by our own, because, after paying 
he present heavy duty of thirty dollars in the 
innared, whiohtheeonunittee propose toeontinue 
ipon them , they could not be sold here as cheaply 
\a domestic goods made of untaxed raw mate- 
ials. 

This, sir, is the feature of the bill most objec- 
tionable to me. Thechatrm^n of the Committee 
of Ways and Means understands thia to be ihe 
operation of the bill, as 1 infer from a remark he 
made aome time ago. When asked what reduction 
(tf the revenue hia bill contemplajed } his reply, 
in substance, woe: ** Some six or eight millions 
of dollaFS, I think, although I cannot undertake 
toaay-what woaU bo the indirect reduction of 
the revenue from- the less on imiwrtedanjKles." 
Now, this indirect reducuon ia the most import- 
ant of all, and would give to the bill its most 
injurioua opemtion. Forj while the Consumer of 
ilie domestic article mightbe benefited, ina small 
degree, by a sl^t reduction of cost, tho wlw}lc 
people of the Uniled Stktes, who are taxed jto 
make up tlie.poblie Mrrenitas, would be injufed 
by the loss of ths large isTenues deriTed from 



duties on the imported merchandise, which would 
be shut out by securing these advantages ^o the 
home manumcturer. This reduction of price 
would b« small; bat it would be enough, and it 
is intended to be enoogh to give him the control 
ofthe home market. 

They cite the example of Great Britain. But 
how different are the circumstances of the two 
oonntrieal It is sound policy in Great Britain. 
There, a tax on raw. materials would be a tax on 
the general consumption of the country; for her 
fcople consume her own manufactures mode out 
of the raw materials that are imported from abroad . 
She fears no competition with foreign manufact- 
ures in her own market. The only revenue, then, 
that she loses from exempting the raw material 
from duty, is the revenue on the raw material 
itself. But herpeoplcaa consumers, are relieved 
to preciaely the same extent. Aa such consumers 
h is the same thing to them whethei^^ey are taxed 
on the raw material, or taxed on something else 
to make up the loss from exempting the raw ma- 
terial. But it makes a great dinerenceto them in 
other respects. Great Britain exports most of its 
manufactures. Then, sir, as almost nil the man- 
ufactured articles of Great Britain arc made for the 
purpose of exportation, you will readily perceive 
tlia^to relieve tlie raw material from duty at the 
eustom-houaesistogive them an advantage in for- 
eign markets. Uactaindeedonthepriocipleoftlke 
drawback. It is to adopt the policy tliere wliicli 
we adopt here in allowing deoeutures or draw- 
backs on the re£xj>ortatioiii of foreign imports; 
for her raw materials are.!)hiefly imported tor the 
purpose of being reaxpojrted in the anaps of man- 
ufactures. Nay, Mr, it is to act there uponaprin- 
ciple embodied in our, own Constitution, .which 
forbids any duty upon exports^ for a. tax on the 
raw material introduced into England for the pur- 
pose of being reexported to foreign tcountrics, 
woi^id operate in toe way which our Constitu- 
tion prohibits here — that is, as a tax on exports. 
It is sound policy there; it is oppression hore; 
and yot the Secretary of the Treasury advises 
that we ejull admit the same articles free that 
are admitted free by GrefU Britain, as if there 
was any parallel betveen the druumstoncea 
existing there and here. 

Mr. Chairman, to show how difTercntly the 
system would operate here, I will cite, from tho 
pending bill, some instancea in which the com- 
mittee propose to transfer dutiable articles to the 
free list. It will be found that, while ve import 
largo quantilies of these ra«r materials, and aull 
larger quantilies of foreign articles msnufhctured 
from them, we export few or none of the manu- 
factures made from them in this country. I lake 
first, skins and hides: what do you suppose ^as 
the importation for the last' ysv i Eight million 
eighty-three thousand dollars.' We derive from 
them, imported at tlie low duty of five per cent,, 
a revenue of upwards of j^OO,OjjO. Now, what sie 
our importationa of articles manufactured from 
them? I include, of course, saddlery, as well as 
leather and such things. Upwards of |4,000,000. 
What are our exports? Only about ^1,300,000. 
Take thedifierentKindsof woods — cabinet woods. 
We intport nearly £^,000 worth of cabinet 
woods, paving a duty of twenty per cent., from i 
which we derive a revenue of |95,000. We im- 
port of cabinet ware or manufactures between 
#«IO,00(rand d700,fKIO worth. We export none. 
Take watches. In this bill there is a curious i 
arrangement of watches and watch materials, or ; 
unfinished parts of watches. Heretofore watches ' 
and tlic porta of watches have paid the same duty [ 
of ten per cent, ad valorem. Now it is proposed j 
to introduce watch matwiala free of duty, and piit :^ 
watches at the increased rats of twenty percent. 11 
This is done in order to give protection to those ' 
artisans in this country who put theae waich 
materials together. Our imports of watches ant' 
parts of watches in 1656, amounted to |3,800,000 
— neariy J4,000,000— thus yielding us a revenue 
of S38U,00(>-^ but not a cent will come from that : 
source if this bill should'pass, beoausc the duty ! 
of tvirenty per cent, discriminating between the , 
perfect wateh and the unfinished parts of a watch , I 
will, of course, confine the imporu to parts of ! 
watches only. No watch will then ha brought ! 
into the country in its perftot fom. unleu it I 
should be smuggled. The gentleman will Karcely I 



deny that this wr^ done.fiot for the purpose of 
relieving the burdens of the people, but simply to 
strike from the revenue $4(10,000, and with a view 
to compel the employment of those mechanicians 
who put the parts of watches together. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. And who con- 
sume the productions of the agriculturists. The 
gentleman is right; quite right. 

Mr. MILLSOii. For ar. answer to this sug- 
geation, I refer the gentleman to my speech maoe 
throe or four years ago, when 1 undertook to 
show the fallacy of this home-market theory. It 
does not fall in the line of my argument at this 
time. 

I next find rags. Though it may not be gen- 
erally known, yet this is a considerable article ra 
trade. The importation of rag^ in 1856 amounted 
to upwards of $1,300,000; and of paper, upwards 
of $700,000. Our exports were less than one 
third of this amount. Take silk, which pay^ 
fifteen per cent, ad valorem. Our imports of rn\V 
silk amounted laat year to nearly $l,<ji00,000, from 
which we derived a revenue of $150,000. OuV 
Imports of the manufactures of sTIk last year 
amounted to more thun $31,000,000, producing a 
revenue of nearly $10,000,000. Now, how much 
of the manufactures of silk do we export ? Less 
than $167,000, if indeed there be any sueh exports 
at all. There may be a few silk hats, wfaicl) ztp 
classed in the returns with fur hats; but both 
together only amount to the sum I have stated. 
So with wool, the duty On which it is proposew 
to reduce from thirty to ten percent. That would 
involve a loss to the revenue of $333,000. Our 
imports of wool last year amounted to $1 ,665,000, 
and of woolen manufactures to nearly ^3,000,000 
— our exports of woolen manufactures to nothing. 

It is plain, then, from these facts, that the effect 
of tills bill must necessarily be, not to relieve 
the people from the burdens of taxation, but, by 
refusing to reduce the duty on foreign manufae- 
tures, to give the control of the market here to 
the home manufacturers. This is, at least, the 
result that is intended and desired. All thia is to 
be done at the cost of six or eight millions of 
r^enue, directly given up to the manufacturers, 
to say nothing of the indirect loss of revenue 
froni the exclusion of those foreign manufhctures, 
which have heretofore yielded so largely to the 
Treasury, and which, not being relieved from 
taxation at all, cannot be reduced in price so aa 
to maintain the competition with ourown^man- 
ufucturcs. 

The gcr\llemfin from Rhode Island, [Mr. Dnn- 
rEE,] who addressed the committee aome two 
weeks ngo, understands this cfiVct very wpII, 
when he says: 

" OttiPr tilings tiring pqunJ, it U plain that iTic innnurA'*- 
larer who cnn pnicurfi raw mntcrin) nt ihn cheapcit 
mm can furnish tlir niniiufai'liitTd pioda nt tlio clieopi-st 
rale ; and ttiereOirp. under Bitch circutti^t.inrcH, ttic mtiiiii- 
ftciuror who can procure hia raw man rini fne of duly emi 
afford to niKlcrsell die ininufhciurer wlw iits to procure 
his raw uintTi.il hurdcncd with a clitiy, and exclude him 
frooi any ninrkci wliptn both present ihciicn-lvps upon an 
cqunl [botin^. TJie difli;rent.-ti Iti the east of production per 
yard may be laanliciiinally amali ; trnt, in tltn ri'itili, it U 
all the dlffbrcace boiwiiea the kecpins and the loring of a 
market." 

I thank the gentlemnn for that candid admia- 
sinn. It is true the difference may be infinitoei- 
mally small; you may secure to the domeBtlc. 
manufacturer ever so slight an advantage over 
the foreign manufacturer, by tho reduction of 
duty upon the raw material, yet, in its effect, it 
is the whole difference between the keeping and 
the losing of a market. 

Now, Inm rt-minded by the chairman of the 
Commiltite of Ways and Means that a full Treas- 
ury is itself an evil. That may be true; but it is 
no proper remedy, for the evil to exhaust tl|o 
Treasury by the opposite modes of taxing some 
things 80 high that no revenun can be collected 
from them, and letting in others free of duty, so 
that the rnanufacturers may have the revenue tha* 
was produced from them before. The evils of a 
too mil Treasury are nltogether distinct from the 
evils of a high taxation. I wish to get rid of 
both. ' I will not substitute one for the other. 

My friend from South Carolina, [Mr. BovcE,| 
who addressed the committee so forcibly thifc 
morning, eScpressed an optnioninwhich I do not 
|dt<^berecH)cur with him. Zierai^ ~ ~ ~ 
tected manufiteifilvgiti 3911^4 
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to erer to high a rate of taXAtion, or to ever *o 
laree an amount yielded to the Treasury, provi- 
ded they secured that protection which they de- 
sired. Sir, those duties which bring money into 
the Treasury giTeHttleornoprotection to domestic 
manufactures; and it is when these duties bring 
money into the Treasury that the inanuracturcrs 
know thnt they arc deriving no protection from 
them. What they want is to prevent foreign 
wares from coming into competition with their 
own; and AS long as your Treasury is full to oror- 
flowing, it is un evidence that the imported article 
is still brought into competition witn theirs, and 
that .they are not deriving the protection they 
counted on. Hence they desire some such meas- 
ure as this, wbfch will reduce the revenue and 
keep up the protection. 

1 say, then, that a too fbll Treasury is a very 
great evil; but it is sometimes a compensation 
or other evils. If we are to be taxed, let us have 
the benefit of the revenue derived from that taxa- 
tion. I am not willing, for ono, to give up the 
revenue and bear the burdens also. 

The gentleman from Rhode Island makes a 
Tcry candid confession when he says ihst the plan 
prepared* by the Committee of Ways and Menns 
and by the Secretary of the Treasury ia the old 
plan of protection. Ho says, speaking of the 
adnuMion of raw materials of manufociUFea dnty 
ftve; 

"Jiiii oftht (brmer nrtlim* two innilrii of rHurtini i!nt 
1 wlih to ntHkc s tew mnarkH. The r«nso)ii> which liavfi 
fnM«d tb« dwrettryorthe TmtMtiry in itw odiipiiiWAf ihi" 
iDOde nrc briully snd luiiiiiiauJy itated iu repori. To 
aura thein a<a in s liiiile plinue. Ilicy arc, racanro semen' vf 
kom* rmnuiJuHuTt*. Hii pliin, In nthqr word*, tJS ncwatid 
nors indirect nppllcstlon nfan old policy protection." 

Sir, that is true; and I partii-ipoie in the regrets 
expr':sscd tliia niorninsi^by iho genifomnn from 
6om.li Ciiroliiin, ihHi tlic members ol" t]ii> Cominii- 
tcc of Wnysaiid Means, <i)s;inguished for inii;[[i- 

Scnce as they arc, should be lound urging ii|i(ui 
le Congress of the United States n revival, nnd 
not merely a revival, but an extension of what 
I have regarded as tiie exploded policy of pro- 
tection. I say ''exploded," because there ia 
no one who is instructed in the principles of po- 
litical economy, who eiucriains any aoubt upon 
the subject. It is a quirstioii of science, and all 
science is agreed upon it. As well might a peas- 
ant deny that the earth revolves around the sun. 
"Have I not eyes? cannot I feel? do [ not see 
the sun move; do I not feel that I am at rest? 
Do not tell me then that it is the earth that moves 
■nd not the sun?" The only reply you can make 
to such a person is that it ia a question of science, 
and that, upon it, all science is agreed. 

And yet the gentleman from Rhode Island holds 
such language as this: 

" Noir, is there nay Mnse In onr tniing ounetvei any 
longer tor the brncAt arEiii;lanil and Franco ? 11' we huve 
goiid to fur bi!yoi)d the Cliri^llnii rule thai wc; luve our 
neifhlmrd liuiter Uisn ouretrlvcii 1 can undcriitKnd ihe niu- 
Uvoa nfiiiiclia policy. If, how v:r, w« Have advanced 
no further than to love our uelghlMira as our«;tvc«. fl doei 
aeem to lue Uiat the coutinuance of eucli a policy admit* 
ol no valid cicuse; and I do think, in ihid vii;w of ttiu 
kubjeci, iliai tile inunuracmnirn of New £nfrlaiid may well 
•By, ihat thi- blood of her fatliiTj was »\vA lor wiuik bttter 
purixisu than iiimly thai we nilglii prip<-tuaic, ofour nwn 
■ci-ord. B coiamerclal vaMOhisc, which we liitiiid m> galling 
when tuiiMNK-d upon a» Bgain«t our content. It may \n: \m 
^t^nce volunlordy lo wear their maoacleii nnd chajna ; 
bnt ii iiBt IcBita a)»Mitri of f eir humiliatioa which doitnot 
add much tn our rcputattou Tor wisdom in lhl« world, nor 
comport very well with ear etMuacter tu otlier refipectk." 

Really, tir.'theae are remarknblo sentiments, 
and show extraordinary selT-delusion. Why, 
he would seem to suppose thai, because one na- 
tion chose lo adopt a policy of trade by which 
the' freest exchanges with others were encour- 
aet^, it was occupying an altitude of humiliation. 
1 he gentleman says that we are loving ourneigh- 
borsWttcr than ourselves. .1 mightotkthegen* 
tlcman Irora Rhode Island, " who is our neigh- 
bor?" Are not we neighbors of the people^f 
New England* and should not they^ upon the 
principle prodaiqted by the gentleman himself, 
nave some respect to the good neighborhood that 
ought to exist belwem them and us? He seems 
to forget thiit it is not only at the expense of 
Englnnd and Prance, but of the great body of his 
own countrymen, that his favonte policy is to be 
cslabUshed. 

Tlie gentleman soon aflerwardi disclows the 
•eeret « the high &Tor with which he ngM* 



the retenue system of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. He says: 
" Such a c9untprpolM the Serretary of ifie Txtwmrj 

Sromlse* in (he imporltion of sn adequate revenue tarw. 
ow, ir the If stem wUl sceomphah thif, it la/ll thai the 
American loanul^iurcr can salt ; it ia all that Uie reaaoii- 
aUe pnrtiiin of ibem have ever Oiikcd. What they liave 
aoughi, under ttii^oflknafvcBnpellation of proiectloB,emws 
tnthcm divenied oTita repaum OBiaieBia the prspnwew- 
ing fiutee of mvcnue." 

A very candid confession. I trutt it will put 
gentlemen upon their guard, and enable them to 
tear away from this bill that prepossessing guise 
of revcnuo which it seems was only put on to 
hide its repulsive features of protection. 

Bull he gentleman makesa remark which almost 
inclines me to think that he was indulging in a little 
irony at the expense ofthe Secretary of Uie Treas> 
ury. Did I not know that thegentleman expressed 
himself with iiecoming gravity and seriousness, I 
conld hardly divest myself of the idea that there 
was some lurkine playfulness, some quiet hamor^ 
intended, when he said: 

"That it cornea In b |V>rm enriaently eslculBied 10 win 
the favor oT all ctaaa m and |>artie«,8nd tliereforstoacqaire 
the InvalrisMe sUrltMie of peraiunencf, I ani olao coo- 
vinrvd ; niid witli all thni.* c|utUltiPB lo recHmtneiid it, it {« 
tn mi: imolijeeiioir that It proreedithiinaMwrco which mil 
be likfly tn jirocure fur fi u readier seeepuoac, at Isaai lo 
oM bruieh oTiIm uattonal Lt^tBtsre." 

The gentleman is aliotrether pleased and de- 
lighted at the tender of all that be says any rea- 
sonable manufacturer everdf»sired; he is eager to 

accept the gift; nnd il is no objeciion to him that 
it comes from a source which will be most likely 
to secure it to him, at least from one bmnch uf 
(he national Legtslature. 

Bui, Mr. Chairman, the Committee of Ways 
and Means abandoned their first project and 
ri>ported n suh8e([U«nt bill, which, in addition to 
their free list, proposes a reduction of some of the 
duties on imports. Now, what are these ? it is 
remarkable Ilinl nearly ail the ariieles upon which 
the Comraitiop of Ways and Means now propose 
a reduction of duty are articles of luxury. They 
leave untouched the burdens resting upon the 
working classes — the great mass of the people — 
and reduce the burdens upon the consumers of 
brandy, and cordials, and cigars, and snuiT, ala- 
baster omameota, comfits, confectionevyj pre- 
pared vegetables, wines, and so forth. £!ome of 
these they propose to reduce from one hundred to 
fifty per cent. — others from thirty lo forty. The 
loss of revenue from the reductioo on brandy, 
spirits, and eordiala, would be about two mil- 
lions. The eoifsumera of cigars ond snuff would 
be relieved to the amount of near $400,000. The 
reduction on wines would be more than »300,000. 

These are the reductions proposed bytheCom- 
mittee of Ways and Means, leaving the neeesaa- 
ries of life as severely taxed as before. It is true 
thev propose to reduce the duty upon sugar and 
molasses and salt; and I have no objection to 
reduce them; but 1 very much suspect that some 
of our friends on the Committee of Ways and 
Means would n.ot have been so ready to reduce 
the duty upon sugar and molasses and salt, were 
it nt>t that those great interests that are protected 
by the general operation of the bill have need of 
these things. 1 cannot but suspect that lines 
of latitude have had something to do with tliis 
arrangement. It is, at leftst, a little remarkable 
that the manufacturing interests should bo so 
intent on laying high duties- on what they sell, 
and low duties, or none at all, on what they buy. 
They understand very well the operation of the 
protective system, although many of their advo- 
cates in former limes were very bokl in main* 
taining that goods were lowered m price by high 
duties. 

But, sir, t have no objection to a reduction of 
the duties on sugar, molasses, and salt. I am 
willing to see them reduced on brandy also and 
the other articles I have mentioned; but let them 
be reduced pari pomi with the duties upon man- 
ufkctures. I do not so much complain of what 
the committee have done as of what they have 
left undone. 

I have submitted, Mr. Chairman, a substitute 
for the bill reported bj the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and-I yill give a general outline of 
the features of my amendment. 1 the tariff 
of 1846 M the basis of the proposed chan^. It 
might be very well to make somc-aliemuons in 



the different schedules; and, for one, T should have 
no ob^tioii to patting some of the articles used 
in domestic manufactures on the free list. Take, 
for instance, India-rubber. I would consent lo 
make India-rubber Ave; and fnr Ute simple resMn 
that we import very few manufaetured aitides 
of India-rubber, while we export a fery large 
amount. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Woald yon not 
pat tin there ? 

Mr. MILLSON. No, sir. We import articles 
manufactured of tin, but we export none. I wiU 
not put anything on the free list, if I can help it, 
which willsubjecl the consumers of the country 
to these burdens. I am very willing to mat any- 
thing on the free Kat that will ^ve our domestic 
manufhetnrers an adTtntage in the li»«gn msr- 
ket; but when they do not seek a fore^ raariiet, 
and have no hope of securing it, I am not wilhng 
to give them what would operate as a mere bounty; 
just as if so much money were rotcd to tbem out 
|i of the Treasury. I do not want to injure ibe 
l' manufacturing interests. Ood knows, I desire 
I evrry part* of the country to prosper; but I be- 
lieve the system is injarkms in iu omratinn 
everywhere — in the protected New England 
States, as well as in the South and WeaU 

I proceed now with the explanation of the fea- 
tnn» of mv proposed amendment. 1 reduee the 
duties on the artieles raentioiied in sdiednle A, 
from one hundred to fifty per cent.; in schedule B, 
from forty to twenty-five per cent.; in si^edulei 
C nnd D, from thirty and twenty-five to twemy 
per cent.; in schedule from twenty to fifteen 
per cent.; in schedule P, from fifteen to ten per 
cent. The articles in scJiedute G I would lei re- 
main at ten per cent.; nnd theartidea in schedule 
H, whirh now pay five percent., I would add to 
schedule; I, and put on the free list. I do not want 
any duties less than ttsi per cent. Duties less ihu 
ten per cent, will luordly pay the cost of colleei- 
ine. I have made a ealciilatien of the amount of 
reduction that would be effected by such a change 
in the bill as thnt which I suggest. It tsfooDded 
on the imports of lost year. The whc4e reduciinn 
would be S19,1S0,363. The reduction on sche- 
dule A would be «I,7I3,000; on seheduk B, 
$1,481,000. Schedule C wouM nre the largest 
rediirtion, a reduction of (9,3333X10. Schedule 
D would give a reduction of about |3,485,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON.' WiU the genUeman allow 
me to ask him a question? 1 jmderstand him to 
say that duties five nereent. will not pay the 
expenses of its own eolleetton. lathe gsntleman 
aware of what that schedule does pay? 

Mr. MILLSON. Yes; schedule H pays 
|89S, 000— less then a million. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Now I desire to know fron 
the genUeman the amount of expense auending 
the collection ofthe entire rsraiue of the United 
States? It is about |9,700,000, so that the five 
per cent, schedule pays but littie lew than one 
third of the entire expenses of collecting the rev- 
enue of .the United States. 

Mr. MILLSON. 1 did not intend to be undn^ 
•tood as speaking by^thc card when I said ihst 
the five per cent, schedule would not pay the con 
of collection. I only meant to say this, that tb« 
amoont collected, being less than §1,000,000. is 
BO small that it is not wonh while to incur die 
expense of its collection; especially as we bk 
seeking to reduce the revenue, and we had betur 
abolish ibeso small duties, which coat most, aod 
yield least! 

Now, I have adopted these ratea of duty in 
preference tg the reductiona of one fifUi and' one 
third suggesied by my two colleagues, [Messrt. 
Letches and Paolkmsr.] By a reduction of 
one fifUi, the five per cent, duties would be re- 
duced to four — much too small> 1 think. The 
proposition of my friend who sits before mt 
ntfr. FBirLsNEa] ia to reduce the rates one third. 
The general effect would be to reduce the amfiuni 
of revenue some 931,000/)00; but it would kare 
fiiaetionalsums as the rates of duty . They would 
be sixty-six and two thirds, twenty-six and twj 
thirds, thirteen and one third, and so forth. Nov, 
to assess duties on fVaotional sums by a fractional 
amount would lead to frequent errors in the cut- 
tom-luiuses, and to the necessity of sendine back 
■ceounts for revision asd eorrecUon; and I have 
prelhrred, tharafiw^fB (^j^t^^'i ^™^'* " 



857.] 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL OIjOBE. 



34th Co!ig....3d Skss. 



ic rates of dutv. I have preferred to adhere to 
le decimal avstcm of calculation in CTeiy case, 
ou^h I would cheerfully vote for either c» these 
nendmcitis of my colleagues. 
Mr. KENNETT. I would ask the gentlemao 
im Virginia whether one of the principal reasona 
liich hare beeo advanced here for a reduction 

the tariff ia not the conditioo of the Treasury, 
e heavy balance already there, and accumulat- 
r. I aak him if he means that the reduction 

the different schedules in the manner he pro- 
sea will have the effect of reducing the afigre- 
te collection; or whether, on the contrary, it 
U not stimulate importation, and increase Uie 
lance in the Treasury at the close of next year? 
Mr. MILLSON. My impreaaion is, that the 
luction which I propose, while it would directly 
niaish the rerenue, on the imports of the last 
ar, tl9,l^i^l6i would encourage importation, 
lat is Uie obje ct w hich I have in view. 
Mr. KENNETT. You want to increase the 
louni in the Treasunr? 

Mr. MILX.SON. I do not want to increase 
s amount in the Treasurv. How much it may 
courage importation I do not know, and no 
in can tell. My own impression is, that a uni- 
rm rate of fifteen per cent, will give us as large 
wenue as we desir«— larger perhaps. I have 
• doubt that wo would have |«)0,OOD,000 of im- 
«ts, which would yield at that rate |60,000,000. 
It I want to go on cautiously, feeling my war. 
vant to reduce the revenue ; and if there should 
Btill too much , I would reduce it again and again 
dagoin, tilllgotitdown toan amount which will 
lievo the pubUc of theburdenswhich they now 
ar, and , at the same time^lieve the Treasury 
' its redundant money. , But I do not want to 
lieve the Treasury by a system which would 
! equivalent to paying out the funds there in 
tunties to manufacturers. I do not want to re- 
ive the Treasury by aqoaDdering the money, 
do want to relieve the Treasury; and I wish to 
el my wav towards that most desirable object. 
If this sQould stimulate an increased importa- 
in of 1100,000,000, and result rn placing a lar^r 
nouni of money in the Treasury, I would bring 
iwn the rates fifty per cent., 'thirty, twenty, 
"teea, or ten, as the case might warrant. But 
t us go on by degrees. I do not want to do 
lything rashly. It might be daiigeroua, and 
irhaps unjust to make this reduction too sud- 
tnly. 

Mr. Chairman, I did not suppose when I rose, 
at I would spe;jE as long as I have done. My 
lief object was to call attention to the facts 1 
ive stated, and elicit discussion of them. 
Mr. STANTON. I understand the gentleman 
isires to increase the amount of imports, and that 
i believes, hy a reduction of duties to fifteen per 
nt., the imports would be perhaps |400,000,000. 
low does he propose to pay for these imporla- 
3na> 

Mr. MILLSON. Sir, that is not my concern, 
)d it need not be that of the gentleman from 
bio. Let us leave individuals to take care of 
eir own business. Are we to assume a guard- 
Dship of the merchants, and forbid them to run 
to debt for articles they may want, from the 
ir that they cannot pay their debts? The og- 
egate importations into this country are made 
I of the individual instances of trade and barter 
itween merchants here and merehsats abroad, 
iie merchant here knows what he wanla; he 
lows what he can sell; and to say that the 
untry will be ruined because individuals are to 
I leA to take care of their own private business, 
a very fanciAil i^prebension. Is not the gen- 
iman aware that our exports last year exceeded 
ur imporu? Four years ago, Mr. Fillmore, in 
s last message, expressed a fear that the coun- 
y was on the eve of commercial difficulties, be- 
use there was a slight excess in our imports 
'er our exports. I said then, that there was no 
.use of alarm; because the very state of things 
luded to by the President showed that we had 
con^derablc balance in our favor in Europe; 
id the result has proved that I was right. And 
>w, when the omcioJ tables show our imports 
« less than our expotis, my friend firom Ohio 
dr. STANTONlasks me how are our imports to 
I paid for? Paid fbft sir; they have already 
lea paid for Future imports will bt paid for 
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by future exports; and let not the gentleman dis- 
turb himself with the fear that we cannot main- 
tain that trade which every merchant knows how 
to manage for himself. 



THE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HON. J. S. MORRILL, 

OF VERHOHTt 
Iw THB HopH or Rktbesbiitatitbs, 
fUmsry 5, 1857. 
The Boon Mot In tfa« Committee ot the Wbole oa tbe 
Mate of the Uaioa, and bavtof under coad deration the bill 
(H. B. No. 5S6) londuce tbe duty oo Imports, sad fa otbsr 
purpocea — 

Mr. MORRILL said: 

Mr. Chairman: I know well the disadvantage 
I must sufiTer in following the very able and lucid 
speech Just delivered by yoa, sir, [Mr. Stahtov,] 
when 1 propose to tmvclover at least a portion of 
the same field through which you have just passed ; 
and I reluctantly retain the noor for another rea- 
son, which is that I desire to reach the ear of a 
lai^r number of gentlemen than are now present 
in the discussion of the merits of the bill aoder 
consideration. 

TOO MDCH MONET Ot THE TRUBUET. 

I confess that any bill which rednces oor pres- 
«it enonnoas revenue must be a very bad one, 
in my judgment, if 1 cannot give it my vote. The 
habit of reckleas extravagance becomes as chronic 
with Governments as with individuals; and an 
excess of prosperity is an ordeal quite aa severe 
for the one sa the other. Tbe theory of our Gov- 
ernment was based upon economy and republican 
simplicity. The practices of the founders of our 
Government — the revolutionary administrations 
— ware in harmony with this theory; but I fear a 
new era may be inaugurated fatal to all the prin- 
ciples which hare mus ns a " peculiar people." 
An overflowing Treasury contains bat one drop 
less of misery than an empty one. A surplua 
of money, or of health, oftenest seeks a cure by 
vicious and riotous dissipation. It begetaataate 
and a rage for splendor, and supplies the spoils 
for plunder. Our Smithsonian architects rival 
iHu-barian ostentation, though they do not violate 
the decalogue by making " any likeness of any- 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath." Home-bred frugality is every- 
where voted a bore, and foreign extravagaiice 
threatens to reign with uDControUed despiMism. 
Economy used to be a contagious disease of the 
Democracy, of which they were periodically 
proud; but it seems to have passed evay, with 
no more danger of a reappearance than of a seo- 
I ond appearance of love or the measles. Benjamin 
Franklm could not now answer at tbe bar of the 
British House of Commons as he did in the days 
of the stamp act: 

" What naed to be Oe pride of America I 
"TolndslfehitbeftiUDai and nsaoftetues of Omat 

Briudn. 
" Wbai la now tbeir pride ! 

" To wear iticlr old clothes over s|Sbi, until tbej can 
make new onea for themielvef." 

I fear our pride has^t to be the same again of 
the unweaned colonic* We like to indul^ in the 
*' fashions and manufactures of Great £ttain." 
There is a^" royal road " to the grandeur of the 
age of Perida and of tbe Casars and of LouU 
(IxuUerze; but I trust our "manifest destiny" 
leads rather in the track of Franklin, of Adams, 
and of Washington. /Let us, then, all agree to 
curtail our revenue, and thereby cheek the impe- 
rial extravagance which is involving all branches 
of tbe Government — an extravagance not sec- 
tional, but national; and which knows no North, 
no South, no East, and no West. 

Some may doubt whether the prowised altera- 
tions will result fn the reduction or the reveane 
to the extent anticipated. The revenue produced 
by the tarilTof 1842 was very accurately predicted 
at ^,000,000; but that of 1846 was quite as erro- 
neously estimated by the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, who announced th^it would produce 

f},500,000. It produced iiRhe year 1847-48, 
U757,070 96; in the year 1850-51, |49,017,5S7 
i and in 1855^ it has brought into the Tnas- 
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ury the Uage sum of |64,023,663 50, or neoriy 
three times as much as prophesied bv Secretary 
Walker. 

Our present Secretary, on his pU|i, estimates 
that the revenue will be diminished by the sum 
of 114,000,000; and the chairman of tbe Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, on his plan, anUci- 
pates about the same reduction. If no revulsion 
should occur in the commercial world, (which is 
not to be wholly unapprehended,) it is probable 
that the reduction will not be so great as estimated 
should either plan be adopted by Congress, as 
our ability of consumption more than keeps pace 
with our growth; still, any plan that shall be 
agreed upon will doubUeaa have the effect of di- 
minishii^; the receipts of the Treasury to a con- 
siderable extent, and that is a result which appears 
to me to be venr desirable. Otir Treasury is not 
empty, as in iStS; nor is it required to be placed 
upon a war footing, as in 184o. 

BnaSOKABLB. nrOlDBNTAl. PBOTECnOI^OMCBIWD 

BT ALL, 

The interests of the constituents of every mem- 
ber on this floor, as consumers or producers, ere 
affected whenever we touch the tariff"; and every 
time we change tbe law, it is proposed to adopt 
fixed piinciples and fixed lunalation. From this 
time henceforth, all are told by the oracles of 
the party in ascendency that they may ply-tbeir 
eneigies, fix their habitations, and invest their 
capital, under the warrant that tbe custom and 
customs of the country are permanently estab- 
lished, and tiiat they will be sustained; yet the 
rapid increase of oar population, and the sitM*- ■ 
nating successes and reverses of parties, call for 
even more than decennial modifications. If we 
cannot have things stable, as the interests of labor 
and capital urgently require, it is gratifying to 
see that our experience is relieving us of much, 
at least, of the ofl!cial discussion of elementary 
principles, and that what is left for ns to decide 
upon are matters ehiefly of detail. 

It is generally concecied that we are to support 
the Government by revenue doties^jrith moaerats 
discriminations for protection. The absnrdinr 
that a dnty levied upon imports is a tax «r«tsms 
upon exports, no longer requires ernve refutation. 
The project of a horizontal tariB*— shutting our 
eyes to all discrimination whatever—has never 
yet been iMit once attempted, and never sustained 
with the sole object of an equalization of taxa- 
tion. Nor will direct taxes ever be levied while 
tbe present provision in the Constitution stands 
for their spportionment. Even Secretory Walker, ~ 
with all his transcendental vaguies, discarded the 
horizontal theory, saying; 

** WbUn it li impoaaibie to adopt snj borizontal aesle of 
dntias, or eves any arbitrary maxunsm, experlenoe proves 
tbat, OS a leneral rale, s daiy of twenty per cent «d advraM 

will yield tbe largeat levanua." 

Notwithsts nding his experience — snd itis need- 
less to remark that the experience of the country 
proved quits the contrary — he had a fanciful rev- 
etmeslsiufsrd, which he putforward instead of the 
borizolttal; difiering upon all articles, and fixed 
at the oscillating point where the most revenue 
could be obtained. This was a labyrinth into 
which nobody but the Secietarr could enter; and 
he, when he got in, could not find his way out. 

The doctrine of James K, Polk *s letter to Kane, 
June 19, 1844, was not so much mistmsled in 
theory as the apprehended praotioal admiaistni- 
tion of it. It was as follows: 

« [ am hi hvor oTa tsrilTfbrrevenas— oaeb none na will 
yield a auOctent asioiuit to tb« Treaaury to daftay ib« ex- 
pennea ofthe Government eeonnmieslly adnlntBtered. In 
■4)uatiDf the demila ofs revenue tariff, 1 have bereiofore 
■UKtiooed aaeb moderate Mterimimmtmg duiia aa would 
produce tbe sBioeat or revnmo needed, and at the msm 
Ume affiKd ramaMTlb faeU«iMarateMas to ear home la- 
doatiy. I am oppoaed to a tadirfa prateetloa mar^ and 
not n>r revenue." 

At the time this was written, the man who is 
to be our President for the next four years in- 
terpreted the doctrine to Pennsylvanians to be 
discrimination and protection. It is to be pre- 
sumed that he will not now tarn his back upon 
his own commentaries. The ofliaal action of 
the President must be, whatever toleration may 
be cooeeded to ultra opinions of individuals, in 
&vor of discrimination and proieetion; and that 
is oil that it is now neeesssry to insist upon. 

No one here con hope 'to y»abiU in itf. 
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reapects rb he would make it; but he muat amend 
where he can, and finally accept, or reject it, as 
he may think best. In my judgment ad valorem 
duties are the worst possible for cither revenue or 
protection. .They are expensive in the adminis- 
tration — variable at every custom-house— subject 
to systematic frauds— offering most protection 
when prices arc highest and require the least — 
and then affording the least protection when prices 
are lowest and require tlie mo*(. Specific duties, 
OD the contrary, dispenw with the whole crowd 
of costom-house appraisers and experts, and are 
therefore cheaply administered — not liable to 
cheats, and are uniform and eertun, well for 
revenue aa protection. 

WOOL. 

Mr. Chairman, I feel some interest as to how 
wool shall be cared for in any revision of the tariff 
which may take place. My constituents, though 
by no means indificrent or uninterested in ine 
mining and manufacturing interests, are more 
largely engird in the woo]-«rowing bdsiness than 
in any other one pursuit which can be affected by 
the tariff. In 1650 there were l,014,1238heepin 
my State, producing 3,400,717 pounds of wool — 
my district contributing over one third of the 
amount. But, sir, our people do not ask anything 
for this interest beyond what it may deserve upon 
its national merits, and nothing which they are 
not rt^y to concede to any other interest of equal 
importance in any porUon of our Union, Tliey 
do not come here as aunpliants. Do wiiat is just 
and proper for the whole Union; and then,if tliey 
are not included, they will be content to remain 
< outside. I stand on the principle of protection — 
moderate but certain — such as a wisely adjusted 
revenue tariff wilt abundantly afford. 1 do think 
American capital, American industry, and Amer- 
ican genius cntiilcd to the fuvor of the Govern- 
ment, and that, " if anyprovide not for hie own, 
and specially for those of his own house, he liath 
denied the nitli, and is worse than an infidel." 1 

f refer a Pennsylvania for^e to a Birmingham one. 
prefer the sugar of Louisiana to that of Brazil 
or Cuba, I prefer an American clipper to any 
British or Dutch bottoms; and Iprefer — whodoes 
not? — "five miles of Lowell factory girls" to 
forty leagues of Yorksbiremen, or any number 
of " Flander's marcs. " I am for ruling America 
for the benefit, JirH, of Americans, and for the 
rest of mankind" afterwards. American labor 
has the right to find employment and reward at 
home. American capital has the right to some 
security invested in the development of the vast 
resources of our country. American skill ahouki 
have sufficient encouragement to pursue " ^e 
track of glory" under our own flag. 

The bill which was first introduced by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
provided thatoll wool should par a duty of thirty 
per cent., except that costing fifteen cents and 
under,and that costing fit^y cents and over, which 
was to come in duty free. Now, sir, I suppose 
that committee intended precisely what they said; 
but practically, such a provision would, tn less 
than twelve months' time, operate so'as to brin' 
in free of duty every pound of wool which should 
be imported. Every gentleman who understands 
the sharp praeiice of custom-house morality, as 
totight br that class of foreign importers who now 
monojMlize the business, and who have driven 
Americans, the solid men of integrity, almost out 
of the field, knows that, witb sneb a taw as that 
indicated, all sorts of wool would be imported; 
and that it would cost fifteen cents and tinder, or 
fifty cents and over, in every instance, and there- 
fore come in free. I confidently assert that every 
candid importer will so admit; ond also that no 
manufacturer of intelligence, however he may 
covet free wool, will deny it. ' 

In order to make the bill in fact what it pur- 
ported to be, I gave notice that I would, at the 
proper time, o^r an amendment, as follows: 

Tbat any wool or hnir of the alpaca, the fioat, and other 
like BDimalf, which shnll be chsneed in tl« characur Ibr the 
purpote of evading the dUty,or which ahall be c]eBJi8ed,or 

ftunfled, or auoned, so as to laise the vahie at tlie port of 
■nponsiion to fifty centa per poand or over, or whiclisbnil 
bt reduced in value by tlie admiiiuce of din or any foraien 
■sbattnce to dfteen cenu per pound or less, shall be aubject 
to pay a dqvoT tUriy per cent. 

Bntanewprpposition having been brought for- 
vitrd, my omenfiment is no Ibnger gennoiieto the 



bill. But in'this connection itisa sienificantfact, 
under the tariff of 1643, which admitted wool im- 
ported , costing seven cents and under per pound, 
free of duty, that while in nine months of 1843 
we imported but 3,333,644 pounds of such wool, 
it rose in one year to 13,80o,C45 pounds, and in 
two years (1845) to 33,382,097 pounds ! the price 
of wool falling at the same time. (Vide table C.) 
The committee have now proposed a duty of ten 
per cent, on wool. That win prove wholly in- 
adequate, in my judgment, to protect the wooJ- 
grower, and is not a fair compensation for the 
ttiirty per cent, which he will be compelled to pay 
the woolen manufacturer for all the goods made 
out of the material he furnishes. I would be lib- 
eral — and make a discrimination in favor of the 
manufacturer; but this is altogether too liberal. 

I am aware there are some who go still flirtber^ 
and would place wool at once on the free list. 
The agriculturist scarcely needs protection on 
anything save wool. In other things he only 
receives the indirect benefit of havine some por- 
tion of agricultural competition wiUidrawn bj 
being employed inotherindustrial pursuits. His 
cordial cooperation is expected to protect every- 
body else, but when the sole opportunity arrives 
of giving him a small boon, ne is told that, 
although ne has been badly treated for ten years 
past or more, he must now offer himself up as a 
sacrifice. 

" But itill the great have kindveaa In resitve ; 
lie helped to bury whom he helpo] to starve." 

Those who urge that wool should be admitted 
free of dutjr start off with the sober assurance 
that the eflect will be to raise the price of wool, 
and they assert in the next breath that the home 
manufacturer cannot prosper because he cannot 
obtain wool as cheap os the foreign mantifiicturcr. 
The process through which this paradoxical re- 
sult will be reached is somewhat mystical. It is 
based upon the supposition that when the broad- 
cloth manufhcturers — whodonotnow makeayard 
of cloth — shall arise under the potent magicof free 
wool, and go into the markets of the world, they 
wilt produce such a sensation — such a wave on 
the shores of the Mediterranean and the Amazon, 
that the price of wool will be raised throughout 
the entire world. If that should be the eonse- 
q^nence, of course there woald be a proportionate 
rise in woolens. But the only rise that would be 
likely to occur, would be in consequence of Amer- 
ican wool-growers abandoning the business, and 
slaughtering iheir flocks. Deserted by their Qov* 
emment, why should they strl^gle longer? Ilie 
manufacturers wouldfind themselves disappointed 
in their sanguine expectations. Their domestic 
sources for supplying the raw material would be 
cut off, and they would speedily be at the mercy 
of foreign production and foreign legislation. 
Should woolen manufactures fail under sach cir- 
cumstances ai thete, it would be a hopelese-task 
to attempt their rertral. 

EXAMPLE OF FHAUCB AND BNOLAKD COliaiDERKD. 

We are cited to France and to EUi^and as 
examples which we should follow; and it i« said 
that wool has risen in price in those eonntries in 

consequence of the abolition of all duties thereon. 
Now, it is notorious that the consumption of 
wool over all Europe has overtaken supplies 
The production has not k^t pace with the de- 
mand. The prices, therefore, have risen, but not 
by any means so much as represented, and per- 
baps not more than other products of the world 
within the same time. The influx of gold, also, 
into the commercial world, from Australia and 
California, has raised the value of all kinds of 
property within the last six years, from twenty- 
five to forty per cent. The price of wool now in 
this country is hardly a 'remunerating price, be- 
cause the farmer cannot' better affora his wool 
now for fifty cents per pound, than he could six 
years ago for thirty -five cents per pound. But the 
factia.asluoderitand it, that wool is notad milted 
entirely free of duty into Prance, but woolen 
eoods are absolutely prohibited. This gives the 
home market to the French manufacturer exclu- 
sively. For this she has fiercely struggled for 
two centuries. Thatsortof legislation would be 
perhaps salisfactorMo both the American wool* 
grower and manufa^rer, bat it is not proposed. 
Take iho next cnse, that of England. By a in- 



tern of protection the moat marked and persistent 
ever yet witnessed, commencing in the rei^n of 
Edward III., she has reached the goal ahcaime^ 
at — capability of underselling in all markets — and 
can safely challenge the world to meet her on 
the footing of free trade. While she forbade the 
exportation of wool eitherby penal enactments or 
an export duty fVom the fourteenth century until 
recent times, she also encouraged the growth of 
woolen manufactures by mnitiplicd statutes in 
almost every reign from Henry V. to Cromwell, 
and from Cromwell to Victoria. AH her people 
tivttu-were clothed in woolen, and i^iig- could 
not be buried without a woolen winding i^eeL 
Pope alhides to this fact in his day — 

M Odloaa ! f n woolen ! twould a allot pravoka. 
Ware Os Itst woidi ttast poor Hardaaa apoks." 

Hie manufacturers of Eneland have no Airtber 
step to take in the march of protection. Sir 
Robert Peel led them to the summit. As omnip- 
otent as Parliament may be, it bos uo more povcf 
to exert in their behalf. 

The author of " Memoirs of Wool," published 
in England in 1757, dlscotirsii^ upon the legisla- 
tion of 1550, says: 

" Tho* we perceive, contrary to what we shall And tm- 
quenily aaaerted by penont attempting Ibe Msiorv of ibt 
engliah wo<ri«D mBnoftcture, tbat mm Edward HI. it hsi 
been a srawing bunineH, and that the eiponaiion erf' cloti 
for aome ife* ttad been, and now waa, veryconudetablf." 

This "growing business" has never been 
checked, and its magnitude now far eclipses what 
it was even ten years ago. 

Such being the position of Eiiglaad, now ia 
" the bone of manhood, " I submit tbat it is pre- 
posterous to force America^ but *■ yet in the gris- 
tle," to adopt the same legislation which may be 
proper for Great Britain and all her colonies. Vou 
raignt as well enter a grass-fed three-year-old colt 
on the race-course against a thoroueh-bred and 
well-trained English race-horse. NiDted compe- 
tition must end in the extinguishment of special 
pursuits, or tho reduction of American labor in 
the English level; ondlam inflexibly opposed lo 
either result. Nobody who doesnotdeaiic to se? 
the labor of this cotuitry degraded can odvoeau 
such a proposition. 

rum WOOLS can k raiied at home. 

It is ft«quently asserted that we do not and 
cannot raise the finer class of wools necessary 
for the manufacture and finish of the high-priced 
styles of cloth. Any such assertions I regard es 
rash and unsustained by facts. Our flocks of 
sheep are composed generally of mixed breedt; 
and It is well known that mixed or hybrid breedi 
of stock degenerate sooner than pure bloods. 
But it requires no more care to raatniain purity 
of blood in America than in any otlier country. 
There is nothing in Spain or Saxony which our 
wide domain or soil and climate cannot match. 
There is wool annually produced in Vermont 
and Ohio, and I presume in other States, in n» 
respect inferior to any that can be obtained in 
Silesia or Segovia. The same wool migbt don'ot- 
less be raised in Tennessee, Kentucky, and Vir- 
ginia, with greater profit. 

It is true that the warm sun of Spain renders 
the fleece of the Merino breed harsher than it is 
in the milder climate of Saxony; and when sheep 
are fed on chalky districts, the wool is apt to get 
coarser; while on a rich loamy soil it becomes 
soft and silkv. Such facts, with our widely 
varied soil and climate, present no hindmnces to 
the successful production of all the superior grade 
wools. 

England produces about 140,0Q0,O00 pounds, 
and imports 100,000,000 pounds of wool animaUy; 
yet of this large amoiint, by the reports of the 
past year, only C,138,G26 pounds ia German, and 
but 68,750 pounds Spanish. The wools from 
other countries, it will be seen from the prices, 
ore common and ordinarjr. It would appear, 
then, if even wool grown in a particular locality 
and of a peculiar ^rade were indispensable, that 
it is msignifieant in amount. 

The improved machinery fbr assorting wools, 
separating the coarse from the fine, the long staple 
from the short staple, into three or more claims, 
has enabled the manufacturer to select even from 
the cheap wool of South America a considemble 

fortion of the fleece adapted to fabrics of the 
ig^ei^l fipvfr* Cott(!n, ilap, bql^i h^' ui^ in. 
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;land, hu been made to aerte a* a mibititaie 
the finest ctasa of wooU. In point of fitcti 
re is vety little purely all-vool doth in the 
■ket; and tt requina a nice diMriminaliou to 
Ktwbat is so comincm that it is no longer oon- 
■redafraud. 

'he price of fine wool always regulates the 
\e of coarse wool. The idea that we can ad- 
the hisbest cost article withoukafiecting the 
er grades, is absurd. The price of German 
il of the finest quality in Liiverpool was, De- 
ber 31, 1856, three shillings, or seTeaty-two 
a per pound , and some prize lots of wool from 
itralia eonsidenUily higher, (three shillings 
nine pence, or ninety cents;) and, when oar 
lufacturere are ready to pay such prices for a 
tiar article, they will soon bare no occasion 
!ek foritabroao. Thefaulthaa been hitherto 
. the same price has been paid for the clip of 
locks, in the same region of country, regard- 
of the fineness and superior condition of the 
ofany exceptional grower. It has been found 

therefore, as in Ellwand, though the fact has 
been here so generally acted upon, that the 
It profit will accrue from sheep with fleeces 
ghmg from three to four pounds, instead of 

to one nod a halt pounds, and where the 
iaas 18 to fa« reckoned as an equal moiety of 
net proceeds. 

.gain, it is urged that we need not fear com- 
tion with England or Europe in raising wool, 
wse our land is so much the cheapest. Those 
> make this statement lose sight of the vast 
ns and steppes of Russia, South America, and 
itralia, where single individuals own' flocks of 
n ten thousand to sixty thousand, and where 
cost of keeping the year round is confined to 
!W shepherds and a few dogs. They foigct 
t Russia offefs in p^>etuity vast tracts of un- 
upied public lands w those who will establish 
re fllieep-folds within her precincts; and that 
GXnormtionB of wool in 1844, not including 
and, amou ntcd to 30,379360 pounds. Touch- 
the incapacity of England to compete with us, 
■ould be sufficient to point to the fact, that while 
of her writers, as early as in 1656, asserted that 
oot is the flower and strength, the revenue and 
h1 of England, "she novprodoces more than 
ble the quantity of wool that is raised in the 
;ted Slates, ana much more than France, not- 
bstanding her limited comparative area; and 
t the price the past season was an averan one 
tleafttfortycentsperpound. The natiTenome 
Ihc South T)own and Leicester sheep cannot 
L weak competitor in the wool-growing busi- 
f. On this land view of the maUer I mull give 
testimony— whidi my friend ftom Ohio Das 
ady cited— «f Lord Napier, of Scotland, be- 
! the commiUee of the Honw of Lords in 
8. He said: 

rr we had not sheep upon it, it would become the bab- 
Dn oTntipea and lMss,a»i rnton is iiaMe. Mors than 
half or Scotland is oeawM in nistst OberkM. or 
k-Aced ibeep." 

WOOL HAS irOT BAD VBOTBOTIOM. 

lis stated that the wool-grower has been pro- 
ed for the past ten years, bnt I deny the fact, 
t greatest protection the "wool-grower has had 
hat nearly all the manufacturing nations of 
world are alio large purchasers of wool. 
Lsumption is outstripping production. The 
tand for woolen clothing in all its forms is 
easing. Whenever the rate of duty upon 
liens IS less than that on wooU the latter re- 
es no protection, because the former will be 
orted,and crush both the woo^rower and 
monufuturer. Our present tariS7<ui was ob- 
is at its birth, and as it is now conceded by 
present Secretary of the Treasury, has oper- 
ito discriminate against woolens, and if against 
>lens, of course agaiaat wool. Mr. Guthrie 
a, in his able and honest report: 
Ifgw we Import $1,040,697 of wool for our sisnatho- 
n; who Mva duly or thirty per oeni. upon it; and we 
Ht 993^sn\3S4 of the manunetuieB of wool, on whicfa 
mydiflErontratnordtttViViai Ujirty p«r cent, on part, 
t^-fire pel cent, on pan, aod twenty per ccat. on jiian ; 
Kwilh woui ordnty inotherinaDufttcliuiitgcoiis- 
, ihft duty opMRtei a disetiminaiion agklnit the bbor 
sqpltBl of ow l*wh pa«M«. TMa Is pecallnrty tM ease 
> Vitf coaner AUirlosf wfcloii.we adialtata Mm da^ fhaa 
aipOK upuB woo).** 

1m higfacrrahie hentrf c«pitid«ttd labor gin* 
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to (be foreign manufacturer an advantage which 
thirty per cent, seaicely more than eompensoies. 
In loWy when the duties on woolens under the 

compromise act had fallen to twenty-eight per 
cent., and were to be reduced the next year to 
twenty per cent., all the woolen manufactories 
in the country had to stop. That showed the 
point up to which the woolen manufacturer re- 

?uired support, and I am for conceding it now. 
t is necessary in order to secure a home market 
for wool. 1 know of no other way of protecting 
wool but by putting the manufacturer's wheels in 
taotten. To do thie the duties on woolens must 
be higgler tl»n upon wool. When this is done 
to a reaeonable ertent, and when til or nearly all 
dye staffs are admitted free of duty, then I think 
the raanufacturer should say, ** Hold, enou^ I" 
— and if he attempts anything more, he may 
"go a wooi-gathenng and come home shorn." 

The gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. Dcn- 
PEs] tm other day stated that '* what we do want 
is a reliable, steady, increasing home market." 
Exactly. I agree with him. But he is for open- 
ing our ports, so far as wool is concerned, to the 
competition oftheworid. lethattheway togive 
the wool-grower a home market? If you will 
entirely prohibit the introduction of woolen man* 
ufactures, that would gire us the home market, 
and the wool-growera would need to askrno other 
protection. That is what France doea to-day; and 
when she recently proposed to remove the pro- 
hibition, even thu was coupled with a provision 
for a fceuato upon all cloths exported. If we tax 
cloths, ana afterwards find France pays a bounty 
equal to our tax, what protection would be real* 
ized? But, considering the high price of wool, 
now higher than it bos been since 1634, with an 
unremitttng 8tru§^le in France, Belgium, Ger- 
many, and England for the manufacturing su- 
{wemacy, is it not more likely that other nations 
may feel impelled to levy on. export duty upon 
wool than woolens ? That would place ub entirely 
in the hands of foreign QovernmenlB. Unless we 
mean to abandon sheep-farming altogether, and 
there is no stock more benefieial to the soil than 
sheep, it seems to me that we should give some 
encouragement to the increase and maintenance 
of the business throughout all ourwide domains, 
forthcre is no portion of the Union that maynot 
more or less profitably ennge in it. In the north- 
ern (uid New Enghtnd States for the past ten 
years, the growth of wool has fallen off some- 
what; but in the western and southern States it 
haa greatly increased, and ought not to he dimin- 
ished. Tlie whole amount of wool raised in 1840 in 
the United States, was 35303tll4 pounds, and in 
1650 it was 53,516,959 pounds, being an increase 
of about fifty per cent. I submit the fact (vide 
table A) to gentlemen from the South and West, 
that the wool of very many of the southern and 
western States increased from 1840 to 1850 more 
than three hundred percent. If the business in 
the East is waning, it ought not tc be further de- 
pteaeed: if it is a rising one in other sections, it 
noa the highest claims to encouragement. 

The poucy I have indicated woul4 in the end 
be most to the advantage of the manufacturer — 
aaeoriog to him a home supply of the raw mate- 
rial, and shielding hinLfrom the annual fluetua- 
tions of foreign mark^Bknd foreign hoitile legis* 
lotion, and it is fluctuations he has most to dread — 
not high prices of wool. 

It has been argued that the charge* for trans- 
portation on wool are twenty-five per cent., and 
this is suggested as being a sufficient protection. 
That is an Bigament that proves too much, and 
might be ap^ied to all imports, woolens inclu- 
sive, to a greater or less extent. Take, for in- 
stance, fasrdwiure— on fine goods or cutlery the 
charges are, perhape, not more than twenty per 
cent.; on Sneffield hardware, gen«ally, they 
amount to thirty per cent.; and for the light, 
bulky, and low-priced Birmingham ware, the 
chargee rise from thirty to fifty per cent. Gen- 
tlemen interested may make the most of the argu- 
ment. 

" Ah, me, whn pnils do eavlion 
The man ibaraieddles wiUi cold iron !" 

But who in it, Mr. Cbairmrfi) that comes here 
and asks for the repeal of the duty on wool 7 
Certainly not the wool-grower*. Whatever they 
n maythiakaboirt it, they mat home feedingthetr 
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bleatine flocks, and protecting them from the 
wintry UBMfl; but the agents of the large nunu- 
facturers end importers are here, bleating like 
Iambs, with penuasive tongues and curious 
figures, in favor of /ree woof, and disinterestedly 
endeavoring to protect the wool-growcra from 
their ignorance and folly in not recognizing their 
benevolence. At their own cost tncy are here 
trying to prevail upon Congress to pass a law 
which, (AcyM^jViir give the'fsrmer a higher end 
more permanent price for his wool than he has 
ever yet received I " The Trojans feared the 
Gbveks, even when they made presents." The 
Trojans had reason to fear a weodMi horse, but 
here is quite as alarming an exhilntioo of the 
woo% horse. 

It 18 not a new thing, because the farmers are 
on board the same ahip, for the manufacturers 
and importere to claim the tteer^e. Bui let us do 
justice to all, and "call no man mjgter." A 
quaint old Eng^h writer on this subjVremorks 
that: 

"A nmdamcntiil mlMake iMs (nmwtdmaiHltnR tmm^> 

neits of interest in otli«r rtMpert^) to iinnpnc atllcri and 
huyeri of any cofRDiodity are not divided lii one- iioiiit, rA« 
pTKtto be ptttd forUI^VM tillter of them SPtlina the wtiole 
■nir at power Into their own buiAt, will not beat llie ol&cr 
With it luwt nnriifateooaly!'* 

I object to placing the "staff of power" into 
the hands of any one doss or any one interest. 
It ought always to take fieo to make m bargmn. 

BARD WAKE. 

Suppose the wool-grower or hta agent were to 
retort upon the manufacturers with a similar line 
of ai^ument, and state that the duty of thirty per 
cent, on the manufacturesof iron — hardware, cut- 
lery, &c., is altogether too much or not needed at 
all. While I believe it would not be quite false, 
I think it would be rather ungracious; but oot 
more so than the feeling mani^st in some quar- 
ters to sacrifice wool for the exclusive benefit of 
the manufacturers, who seem disposed to 

(■CoBpouadAiTrinaibsyare iDdiBod ro, 
Bj daraalng Ihoae they buvo ao mind lo." 

On Sheffield hardware, such as cutlery, edge- 
tools, files, and saws, some protection is needed 
a little longer, but for this, twenty p^-r cent, is 
ample; andupon -all other kinds, without dis- 
crimination, ten per cent., 1 fed quite surp, is 
fiilly sufficient. Ponnerly nearly all of our hard- 
ware was made of wrought iron; now it Is nearly 
all made of cast or malleable iron. The supuri- 
ority of American hardware, such as honsn- 
fintshing eriicics, saddlery, &c., is conapieuons 
and generally conceded. Many of the Birming- 
ham factora are giving up exports to America. 
Under these eireumsiaiiees, 1 would not wiililiold 
from American artisans that protection without 
which their final and complete success might he 
even thoughtto be endangered. But let all parties 
comply with the golden rule, *' and as ye would 
that men shoald do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise." 

Those Democratic orators and editora who 
made the welkin ring about the cruel injustice of 
the tariff of 1843, for only allowing wool costing 
seven cents and under to be imported free of duty, 
will not, I trust, now be guilty of the inconsist- 
ency of striking a heavier blow upon the fanner 
ill the some dizwtion. 

By the bill, as last amended by the commit- 
tee,! see that all ras» are to be admitted free of 
duty. The importation of regs for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1856, was 38,797,1117 pounds, costing 
|I ,339,168— a very extraordinary increase within 
the past few years. It is under,rether than over, 
to say that not leas than 35,000,000 pounds of tluR 
amount may be estimated to have been woolen 
rart, or old worn-out and torn-up woolen cloths. 
These are picked to pieces by machinery, after 
thfy reach this country, and when cleansed and 
the fibera separated, form what is called shoddy, 
and thissellsin marketfor sixteen and sometimes 
even for thirty cents per pound, coinine into di- 
rect competition, and displacing an equel amount 
of our wool. There are several of our manu- 
faotoran vho devote their almost exclusive at- 
tention to this business. The value of rags as 
imported nearly equals the 14,737,393 pouiiun of 
foreign wool imported the past year, which wnm 
#lA064. Theg^^^ighjlj^i;^^^ 
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w vmA Hi to mix with erery one hundred poand« 
of shoddy seren pounds of fl«eee wool, and thir- 
teen pounds of cotton, and this, when spun, 
answers the purpose fotfiUing, either for woolen 
or cotton warps, snd varioui styles of cloths are 
produced, stout and firm in appeamnce, but 
wantine in durability. 

In this style of cheap goods the English led the 
way; and a ^w years eigo, when DtwAwry, and 
some other towns in EngTand,'had become famous 
for this peculiar manufacture* the English wool- 
growers petitioned Parliament forprDleetion,and 
It was granted. Our posiUon requires legislation 

Suite as much now. By the act of CongresSi 
LUgust 5, 1854, to carry into effect the recipro- 
city treaty with England, we are compelled to 
admit petti and wee( and M the rtftf " being the 
growth of the Provinces" of British America. 
This will prove about as large a dose of free 
trade, pure and simple, as our fanners ought to 
be subjei^d to. Not less than three or four 
centa duty per pound on this article will be re- 
quired to be of,any service as protection. 

BUOAHi 

The question of repealing the duty on sugar I 
suppose is to be pressed upon us. The prices 
of sugar are fearfully high, and there seems to 
be a panic for some instantaneous remedy. I em 
in fiiTor of some remedy also; but not for an 
opiate that may afford relief for a season, and 
nsten the complaint upon our system for life. I 
cannot approve of the policy which would give 
us chem sugar this year ana dear sugar forever 
tbereauer. I would like to know of gentlemen 
upon what principle they can stand— unless they 
are for out-and-out free trade — when they pro- 
pose to exclude sugar from all protection wnat- 
ever^ True, it is an article of primary necessity 
—of universal use — and ought we not the more 
to eneourago a cheap and home nii^y i 

Yft have held out inducements to the sugar 
Ranters in the South to make heavy investments 
for the production of sugar. If the duty should 
be abandoned the whole business would be 
abandoned, and subject those engaged to heavier 
penalties than even the severity of the seasonB. 
For the past ten yecus we have obtained upon an 
average not less than one third of our supply of 
sugar from Louisiana, at prices of from four to 
six and eight cents. (Vide table B.) Who does 
not aee that, if we had been compelled to go 
abroad for thie amount of si^ar, prices would 
have raneed much higher during all this time ? 
If there had been no sugar produced in the Uni- 
ted States the past year, tne price, instead of 
being ten cents the pound, would doubtless have 
been not less than fifteen. For the last year or 
two unpropittous seasons have largely reduced 
ths crop; and this, as I understand it, is the great 
reason why the sugar intersst is to be oban^ned 
to its fate. Well may the lagar planter say: 

*< When Kirrnwi cone tfaej oone not single. 

But in battsUoiu." 

They hope to recover — they ore strolling to 
recover; and yet, white they are crueh«r to the 
earth by an inhospitable seasont in their hoar of 
extreme peril it is proposed to give them a finish- 
ing blow; end, in tneir day of calamity, it is pro- 
posed to mock them by an entire withdrawal of 
what was not begrudged them in the dawn of 
tiMir prosperity ! Whj, air, even the drunken 
Irish boy nsB too mocn of honor to strike his 
ihtberwhenhetsdown. If it is a sufficient reason 
for placing sugar on the free list because its pro- 
duction has diminished, then should broadcloth 
be placed on the free list, for the manufacture of 
that has whollv ceased. 1 stand on the principle 
of giving incidental protection wherever it may 
he needed, and the parties concerned are the best 
judges of that. 

If we are to go on the principle of throwing 
overboard a Jonah every ume there comes up a 
■quail— now wool, now sugar, and now iron — 
there will not be enough len to grapple with the 
one-eyed giant of free tnide; and alt the favor gen- 
tlemen wui have secured to any favorite branch 
of industry will be that accorded to TJIysses, of 
being devoared last. 

In 1850 there were produced in Vermont 
6,349>357 pounds of maple sugar; and in mdi' 
nary seasons, reckoning, the c^jpimption M 



thirty pounds per t^Um, it rsnehes about two 
thirds of the whole amount consumed. The 
quality has been greatly improved within a few 
years, and is mosuy consumed in the State; but 
whatever part is aold, on account of its line and 
peculiar flavor for various colinarv purposes, 
commands full prices. It ia not to oe expected 
that the sugar-maple can ever be made to yield so 
great an amount of sugar as would be required 
for the general use of the country, though the 
trees may be very rapidly grown for that purpose; 
but the introduction of the Chinese sugar-cane, 
Mrgko tuere, holds ont some encouragement to 
hope that a new source of supply has been dis- 
covered. If this should turn out to be another 
morut fliidtfemlii speculation, as is but too prob- 
able, and if the sugar-cane of Loosiana shall 
I remain unfroitfal after being spared another year, 
and after being dug about, then indeed we may 
be forced to place sugar among that exotic liet of 
articles which the United States cannot produce. 
But the trial should not be abandoned without a 
struggle commensurate with its importance; and 
whenever the duties upon sugar are to be entirely 
repealed, some reciprocal atrntntages should be 
obtained — such as the relaxation of the onerous 
duties now ioiposed upon our produce admitted 
into Cuba. Besides this, Spam takes care to 
regulate her export doty upon sngor according to 
the scale of the market prices in tlw United Stattai 
and, if she were left nntrammeled by our product, 
she would be able to extort still higher export 
charges. If we let it come free, she slionld let it 
gefree. 

GOTTOW. 

The Boecess of the doctrine of protection is 
clearly manifest in the hiatorv of American cot- 
ton goods. At the close of tne war, in I8I6, the 
double duties ceased; but through the exertions 
of such men as Calhoun and Lowndes, the square 
yard duty was retained upon cottons and valued 
at twenty cents per square yard, although cost- 
ing under, which amounted to actaal prohibition 
on ail goods under thatprice. There8altis,tbat, 
while we still need some protection upon fine 
goodB, we can undersell the world on the coarse 
fabrics, and require no protection upon anything 
below what is known as No. 36 in point of fine- 
ness. A few years since we shipped cotton drill- 
ings to Calcutta, (Hindostan,) from whence the 
world, at the date of our Revolution, drew its chief 
supplies of cotton; but the British Government 
endeavored to shut us out of the rising trade by 
at once levving a duty of ten per cent, on all such, 
goods. This did not j>rove sufficient; and in two 
or three years an additional duty of ten per cent, 
was put on, which Buccesafully excluded the 
Amencan goods. Another point is to be noted 
here; and' that ia, the jealous care with which the 
British watch and protect thmr trade wherever it 
requires any such aid. 

COHCLDIIOK. 

The whole philosophy of oar revolutionary 
fathers was both theoretical and practical inde- 
pendence — absolute and eternal. If this was the 
ruling idea of three millions of pe(^le,wiUi etdo- 
nial Doondaries, anrely the idea cannot be leM 
and weaker when our pqnulatioa is nine times 
larger, with continental sHndarieB ! With the 
vast forces of ouraAtive population, with the un- 
bounded extent of our pastures and plains, savan- 
nas and deltas, hills and prairies, with a dimate 
that reaches from tropical heat to polar cold, with 
all the ndvantages of mineral wealth and commer- 
cial enterprise;— if, with all these surroandings.we 
cannot achieve practical independence, then will 
our administmtive imbeciUty have been proven, 
and the incapacity of a great pet^de for ■elf-gor- 
amment will have been demonstrated. Without 
the production and control of the primary neces- 
sities of life we must remain the vassals of those 
who are the arbiters of our supplies. All admit 
that in war we should make our own cannon and 
our own gunpowder. Unless war be the natu- 
ral state of man, and in proportion as the years 
of peace are greater than those j>f war, it ia quite 
as important that we shall be independentin peace 
as in war. Food Al clothing are not leas mdia- 
pensable in peace than in war. 

Such articles, then, of primary necessity as 
thmis any hope of wucswwlly piodiwiiig,sfaoiiid 



be waked into lift— nursed bto perennttl r- - 
by moderate and steady discriminatioM i-' 
favor so long as their condition makei it -r . 
or so long as there is a pn^ble chaoaL .' 
mate raceesa. 

I trust we shall be able to harnHmi« l" 
esta by being just and liberal to all, andch,.. 
unprofitable accumulation gougon in ibeT-< 
ury. With theseobjecttinview.lshsH.i'.i 
such amendments as the tine of my np-y 
would indicate, and, if they are adiwedTis 
then vote for the bill. ^ ' 



Tasu A. 

I8«. 14 

Alabama fOtiBdi,B0^ ^ 

Atkanasa 64^ 

Florida I3bi '~' 

Georfia 271,303 i'\ 

Kentucky 1,78(^ i«. 

LonUUna - < 

Maryland 4B8^] rj 

Miflrisaippi \-a,m 

Miaaoon 563^ ir*, 

North CarolUta mm 

aoutbCatoUna a»,i7D 

TcDucaaee 1,060,33! 

Texaa 

Virginia 9^^i i.- 

CoDoecticul 669^ ..j 

Maine 1,4U,U1 !. j 

Khoda Iiland 163,930 . 

New Hanpabtre l,SBO^tT ? i 

MaaMchtuena. HlfW >j 

VennODt. 3fi»33i li - 

Caliromla a 

Delaware B4,4M 

llllnoia eaifm u ■ 

Indiana. l^Jill i'.' 

Iowa 99,031 :i 

Mlchlpm tS3,3;j 1^ 

NewJeisev... r i 

New Ywfc m. .9fi15fi3i K - 

Okie T...3j6es,31i iiX- 

PenuylvaniS i' l 

Wtocoorin 6,nr .v 



Taslb B. — Aifar. [IneowfUt. 

to j a rt s*. VnMStda. 

1839. - afer. crop. 

IS3B - ebortcton. 

1843. . . .-. 173,8S3,fi» 140,000,011 

1843. 71,339,131 mfMfiHt 

1844 iee,8H^ aHJ13,0M 

1845. lI1,«S^«>t mfioopn 

1850. - S3T,I3MI00 

18S3. mjmjm xnfiinpat 

1854. - fioomw 

1S55 

1896 riMiI tmt 

1857. imfitn/n 



i.'i 
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Tablb C. 

By the wcond annual report of the BcMFr..' 
Trada,it appeantiiM prices of nipeillaewooLf:'? 
aboat tin aaine tlwy maid bs At nadiiB lw<<i 
have been aa fbUowa i 

In Ok year 1843 jKMupW 

1844 41 ' 

1845 40 ' 

184« 34 ' 

164T 30 ' 

1848 SB ' 

1849 , 38 ' 

1850 40 ' 

1851 4S ' 

189S 41 • 

1853 » • 

1854 a ' 

less £ ' 

1858 ' 



BTAfilLmr OP AMBBICAN INflnTOWfi 

SFSEGH OF HON. L. D. EViS 

or TEXAS, 
In TBI Hooss or REraMEHTiinn, | 

Pcbrwry 4. 1857 
The HoBMbetBf in lbs Coswkw 
•tate of the Union- 
Mr. EVANS said: , ^ 
Mr.CiiAinMAM! Uratyinflindanwirtiif."^ 
constitutes the spiritual essence, the "7" ' 
soul of nationality; for then can be no 
in any association without «"'«'"'"°'' „- 
sent without accord in ideas. Buid^fff,; 
race invariably developn a wrfeip«w^r--j 
«nee in priiwrWier HenWjM iWkJ^ 
IMS ■ •**"■■'"» ■ *iiaaa«M 
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rior of American Bodety, to this cauH alone 1 
HflcrilK the priDcipal dangeni which thnalen the 
gidbility of the Republic. 

Tlie fact IB incontestabls. InteDectoal anarchy 
reigna througfiout the land. There i« no social 
doctrine, no scientific maxim of gorernment, as- 
sured of g:eneral assent, or free fi-om incessant 
discussion. The entire population of the coun- 
try appears to be slowly airiding into distinct 
nationalities, as perverse in their prejodioes, aa 
opposite in their peeuliaritiea of tiiougnt and feel- 
ing, as if they were severed by the breadth of 
an^ry seas, or the height of icy mountains. 

in one place, the ear is startled by the idioms of 
a Btrenee speech confounding the native tongue. 
In Baotner,eTery nerve of patriotism and buman- 
iiy is thrilled with horror by the spectacle of in- 
furiate mobs battling over the sacred ballot-box, 
which they pollat« with the blood of murder. 
Here, one exclaims with terrific anathemas against 
the institution of slavery; yonder, they shout as 
wildly: "it is the main pillar of the Republic; 
therefore oj^n the gatea of the hi^ bsbb, and 
■hip all AiWca over." In tha mean time learned 
divines and the largest charohes separate on the 
question, and the communion of the peaceable 
Christ resounds with the dangor of debate, and 
the curses of excommunication. 

In the North, they proclaim a frightful despo- 
tisoi in Congress to rule the people of the Terri- 
tories as the mere serfs of government. In medial 
latitudes, they announce the monstrous dogma 
of squatter ao'vcreignty, that political phantom, 
■oiled in Kansas with the lurid smoke of civil 
war, and reeki ng in Utah with the odors of adul- 
tery. While in the fiery light uf the South, it it 
boldly maintained that every act of Federal au- 
thority may be rendered null by the acU of a single 
State> And thus goes tht conflict. 

Who, then, can doubt the danger? For, no 
community can remain one, unless a preponder- 
ant majoritj^of its members be one in fundamental 
opinion. It isalawof humannature,eoexteiwive 
with all experience, that intellectual strife tends 
ever, more and more, to become physical, to 
emerge in the condition of positive force with a 
view to a^ressivs eonqveM. The battle of tbao- 
dering anna follows the anterior battle of ideas, 
as the consequence follows the cause. - 

Indeed, one might imagine the period of actual 
collision very close athand, to Judge by the tokens 
of the approoehing shock so strongly significant 
10 the latQ presidential canvass; for, in that grand 
political struggle, there was a cause at work in* 
comparably more ominous of evil than any ever 
before evolved in theannals of American elections. 
A patriot should weep to think of it; ^e face of 
an honest man should bam with blush«a-to name 
it; but the damning truth will be stamped on the 
eternal records of guilty shame: that cause was 
bribery. 

Arc not these gloomy portents in the social 
firmanent ? Alas F one of the saddest pages in all 
the world *s history enables us to interpret their 
terrible meaning. In the last days of the Roman 
republic, the inauspicious days which preceded 
so closely the civil wars of Marius and Sylla, as 
ihey prepared the way for the bloody sword of 
Ccesar, the same flagitious barter of votes pre- 
dominated in the Capitol as tbe only avenue to 
official trust. The result was a lesson of horrors 
for the instruction of all future ages. Will you 
profit by that dreadful example? But whether 
we elect to do so or not, there will be no change 
in the everlasting laws; and for all time, when- 
ever political facuoDS in a free Oovernment begin 
by contending a^nst each other with gold, they 
will not be long in learning to struggle with naked 
■teel. Thus it must be apparent to the most care- 
less observation that the intellectual anarehv is 
universal and incessant, that the conflict of ideas 
pervades all the elements of society, while a pro*- 
found and iwrmanent demoralisation is silently 
poisoning tfte current of political life at its very 
source. 

I have attributed these various evils to the gen- 
eral antagonism of primary opinions existing in 
the bosom of Amenean society, and that anin 
to the broadly-marked and deeply-defined differ- 
ences of race, aggregated, without being united, 
in the same territorial limits. Or the cause of all 
ths mischief, of boUi th« pnaent dissension and 



the prospective peril, might be characterized 
briefly as a double antagonism of religions and 
races, tending, by the fizM necessity ofirreTersi- 
ble natural laws, in opposite social dtreodons. 

That diffiuenee in relii^ous ideas operates as 
a mighty repnlaiTe force to divide and distract 
nationalities. Do lober student of human nature 
will deny, since every field of history, ancient and 
modem, presents endless and awful memorials of 
the foct. Indeed, in the great prc^ressive devel- 
opment of humanity, the tneolwicu prindpls has 
been preponderant in every evomtion^subMdina- 
ting all the other social elements to its supreme 
control. It is this which has always stimulated 
and modified the indiutry, arts, habiu, customs, 
and every apeeial institution of nations, so that 
every consioenble change in religion, as Fetich- 
worship, Polytheism, Judaism, Christianity, and 
theProte8tantT«fonnatioB,hss invariably effected 
a correlative change in the state of civilization. 

It must be conceded, however, that the religious 
sentiment has suffered a remarkable, if not an 
irrevocable decline in the European and American 
world. It is, therefore, hi^Iy improbable that the 
pf n of history will ever agam be called to record 
any more of those songtunary theological wars, 
such 08 once swept the land and sea with whirl- 
winds of fiery wrath. Nerertbelesstthe religious 
idea must not be ignored by the philosopoical 
statesman; because, in the long ages of iu vig- 
orous aettvity it tnaeribed pecuuar and powerful 
impressions on the character of each separate 
race, which centuries of future time, with all the 
searching criticism of on arrogant skeptical phi- 
losophy, will scarcely succeed in blotting out. 
ThuB the etematAraees of the volcano remain in 
iu locality , though the torch of the burning moun- 
tain has been extinguished forever; and so every 
old faith, even that of Paganism, still survives in 
Ute peraUarities of the people it once influenced. 
Catholicism has been disint^ated by the apirit 
of Protestantism — has become in a manner Pro- 
testant; but the Catholic and Protestant nations 
yet differ, intellectually and socially, almost as 
widely as at any fom ir era. 

Besides, in the largeft sense, the principle of 
religion is indestmelibly immort^ as humanity 
itself, as it embraces wnalever form of original 
philosophy assumes the fundamental explanation 
of man and nature; the efficient and final causes; 
Uie first and the last secret links in that endless 
diain of mysteries with which we are so darkly 
bound . And hence , the oham cier of this primary 
explanation, whatever it may be, theological, crit- 
ical, or positive, must always affect the general 
and special attributes of every particular civiliza- 
tion by which it is received; since the speculative 
beliefs of mankind never fail to superinHuce cor- 
responding emotioni, conduct, and habits. Pre- 
cisely as a new idea changes the individual, so it 
transforms the diaracteristics of a nation. 

What, tben, is the actual state of fundamental 
opinion in the geneiol thought of American so- 
ciety? Does it exhibit the pleasing traits of an 
indissoluble unity, or those of an enormous 
divergence? The inquiry itself seems super- 
fluous. The multitudinous names of Catholic, 
Protestant, Jew, Mormon, Spintualist, Sweden- 
borgisn, Tronseendentolist, Deist, Atheist, and a 
thousand other different sects, flash across the 
memory to signalize the number and nature of 
our infinite antaeonismsi whUe everyone of these, 
in addition to uie difference of hia Uieologicai 
conceptions, enCttlains a different system of polit- 
ical icuas. 

Nor is the rivalry among them the leas intense 
because it is more subdued and noiseless. The 
various creeds of the Protestant world struKle 
for proselytes as earnestly as ever; and silently, 
stealthily, perhaps snrelv, glides the tonsured 
priest to displace them all. 

I have said that all these religious antagonisms 
are profmmdly implicated with conrelattTe points 
of divsrgenee m political doctrine; and the divis- 
ions on the question of slavery are demonstra- 
tive of the fiwt. ^you will give me the latitude 
where any indiviolal lives, and the name of the 
church of whtdi he is a communioant, I will en- 
gage, from such data alone, to determine his party 
relations, whether Democratic or Republican. 
Nor most it be fo^tten, that the original impulss 
to every moTBment of agitation on the ^ 
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slaverv was the result of a religious sentiment; 
aa still every giddy gyration of the storm, every 
wave that dasnes against the foundations of the 
Constitution, is uifisd and goided by the same 
immeasurable force. 

But what is the real nature of the intellectual 
discord last mentioned ? It is the accidental serv- 
itude of a particular race. If there had been only 
one homogeneous nationality in the country, the 
problem of slavery never could hove arisen. 
Therefore, one fertile source of antagonism in the 
primary beliefli of American society has resolted 
from antagonism in the races. 

Moreover, it is susceptible of the most com- 
plete inductive proof, that difference of race parse 
never fhils to emet the clearest apecifio differenco 
in all the elements of national character. Prtmn 
/lew, this assertion might seem opposed to the 
principle previouslystated— that the religious idea 
IS preponderant in uie social organism 4hnd hence 
it mi^ht be hastily inferred that homogeneity of 
religion would induceaperf^ctunit^ in civilization. 

However, the briefest analysis of hiatorieal 
facta suffices to remove the apparent contradiction , 
and to demonstrate fully that race reacts on all the 
philosophical conceptions as extensively and as 
eneigetically as the latter influence the former; so 
that, although the whole of humanity exhibits 
the cheering signs of a eontinnoua intelleetoal 
progrsss, the development can never produce a 
thorough accord in the mental and moral culture, 
or in the social condition of the different races. 

In one sense, the fine poetic thoughtof the cel- 
ebrated Pascal is a scientific truth — that all men 
in every coontnr of the globe, and throughout the 
entire course ofages, may be r^arded as a nngle 
grand man, always living and incessantly learn- 
ing. The general law of progressive evolution, 
as discovered by Comte, is briefly this: 1. Feti<^ 
worship and cannibal war. 9. Polytheism, and 
its waraofconqoeat.with tbeinttilotion ofslavery , 
. and the cultivation of the beautiful arts. 3. Mon- 
otheistic Catholicism, with its tendency to de- 
fensive war; the transformation of slavery into 
serfage; the rise of free labor, and the gradual in- 
auguration of positive philosophy. 4. The Prot- 
estant Reformation, With its immenw expansion 
of intense eneny , and the devetopment of liberty 
in all possible directions. 

What an amazing march of amelioration is 
here presented ! How vast the chasm of intel- 
lectual distance which separates the polished 
European fVom the naked savage cannibal, his 
remote ancestor in the forests of ftozen Scandi- 
navia ! It seema miraeulons as a new ueadon. 

But the most cursory reference to the great 
chart of history will show that this law of social 
evolution is subject to striking varioUons. We 
behold, at the outsat, alt historical nations com- 
mencing at the lowest point in the scale of civil- 
ization — as one might say, at the zero of intellect- 
ual life. Some ascend a ftw degrees, and then 
remun stationary for thousands of years; others 
rise higher and paaae, or perhws retrograde; 
while others again increase the velocity of their 
movement onwards and upwards as it wsrs for- 
ever. • 

Now, by analyring the eircuinatances con- 
nected witn these remarkable ratios in the differ- 
ences of human development, philosophers have 
detected two principles of variation— climats and 
race. And though it is extremely difficult to ' 
estimate the exact amount of influence exerted 
by each respectively, the powerful effect of both 
must be considered indisputable. Montesquieu 
and Victor Cousin assign all the Ihcu of social 
perturbation to the agency of climate, laying down 
the maxim, Such a climate being given, such 
a people follows." Nor con it be doubted that 
the reaction of external nature on man is alto- 
gether equal to the action of man on material na- 
ture. Every individoal and every society must 
be subjeet to modifiealion by the focal laws of a 
peculiar environment. The resident of the iey 
zone must, of necessity, differ ftom tbe inhab- 
itant of those sultry sands flaming etemallrbe- 
neath tbe ditect rays of an eouatorial aun. This 
results ftom the mutual aetion and raai^tm of 
humanity and its home in time and space. 

Nevertheless, afler deducting all the effects 
which can jusUy be attributed to climatic influ- 
enea. then wiU ^fH^i^ypL 
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benomenR, such as only can be accounted for i 
y the aasumpiion of a persistent divercity in tlie i 
races. For we Me nations in the same latitude, { 
and situated on the same isothermal Une, or even < 
aggre^ted in one identical locality, yet each pre- ' 
serving for ages its characteristic peculiarities, 
oiid without oetraying the least tokens of any 
tendency to approximaU a common typa. It 
may indeed b« true, that such diffeteneea iven 
fwimarily superinduced on a condition of perfect 
unity by climatic action, exerted daring diiliads 
of years; but still the fact atands the sarofl in ita 
present scientific import and Tatue, because it is 
universally conceded that the varietiea haveoow 
become permanent. 

However, all are eompetled to admit the uni- 
formity of an inTariable corrolation betwixt the 
peculiarities of each separate nationality and the 
state of its civilization. We are therefore clearly 
entitled t^nfer tJmt diAerenca in race, if not thie 
•ole agency, is at least a principal canto of the 
perUirbationa affecting the coarse of buaian de- 
velopment. And hence also, the conclusion is 
irresistible that diversity of race must tend nat- 
urally to social and political anarchy^ inasmuch 
as it leads to fundamental antagonism* in opinion, 
feeling, and habit. 

I shall not pause to inquire as to the actual 
origin of the various races, whether it may have 
been one or multiple. The question, tnough 
fiarcely debated by eminent names, must be ut- 
terly repudiated by the modesty of sober science,^ 
as appertaining to a topic radically inaceecsible 
to the human faculiiea. Nor, if even a solation 
could be obtained, would it possess the slightest 
practical utility. For identity of origin can fur- 
nish no proof of an v ulterior or perpetual unity, 
or the reverse, in tnat which is subject to inces- 
sunt changes. Every political problem should 
refer to the confli^on of humanity as it is now, 
not as it was eoni^ng oat of the impenetrable 
abyss of ages. 

Besides, the mere fact of origin, if it were ever 
80 welt ascertained, could shed no lifhl on the 
far more important loct of unity; and the latter, 
as to all the races, is compIeteTy established by 
•eientifie considerations such as no hypothesis 
can sliake, " The positive philosophy," says 
Comic, " teaches the absolute homogeneity of 
the human mind, as regards individuals, so that 
no diflerences are possible but those of degree." 
Therefore the essentia] unity of the species is 
constituted by their common poaeession of the 
aaroe pow«|(s and passions—the fixed uniformity 
of a nature always identical in kind. 

This unalterable identity is mors especially 
pigoificant in the moral faculty, that genuine ele- 
ment of personality. For do not al) the races 
exhibit the ideas and emotions generated by the 
sense of right and wrong, of duty and of merit? 
And the iuneritance of this exalted attribute di- 
vides them from the domain of the brutu creation 
by a contradistinction as wide as the whole 
breadth of the heavens. 

NevBrtheless, this fact of a fundamental unity 
in kind coexists with an almost incalcul^Ie di- 
lyrsily in degree, thus dispersing the species into 
so many nationalitiea,and rendering it impossible 
for them to combine into prosperous or permanent 
society tu the same territorial sphere. And hence 
the antagonism of the different races in the bosom 
of the American RepubUc threatens our system 
witli a perpetual tendency to disintegration, which 
was the proposition I lout set out to prove. 

But the evils resulting naturally from the social 
a^regation of races require to be more specially 
noted, as they extend far beyond the mere cose 
of intellectuaianarchy or civil dissension, entail- 
iug amullitude of deadly consequences for count- 
less generations. Lot me describe concisely the 
historical course of such examples. 

Ill the first place, when different nationalities 
meet within the same boundaries, they always 
encounter each other as natural enemies. There 
seems to be an instinctive antipathy betwixt 
them — the spontaneous action of anenective law 
which pervades the entire animal kingdom, from 
the insect groveling in the dust to tlie eagle that 
skims the highest cloud of heaven; and the test 
of this nniipalhy is the nropensiiy for mutual 
war, IjuI nufecupeciuUy, tne absence of all chaste 
lavti b<;twe«u livt sexes of opposite natiouttlities. 



! The ne^tive characteristic, or ofiective repul- 
I sion last indicated, may be se^n verified to the 
{ fullest exteiH in the ethnological phenomena of 
i our own country; for the tender and beautiful 
' attraction of sexual sympathy scarcely reveals 
itself at all betwixt the heterogeneous elements 
of American society. The various races remain 
apart in a sort of aavi^ isolation, or like the 
different tribes of anunals. - Do the Irish emi- 
grants swarm to a German ball, or the Germans 
to an Irish funeral i And how rare tn comparison 
with the numerical ratios of the several nation- 
alities are the instances of their intermarriage I 

It is true, there seems to he an exception to the 
universality of this general law in persons of 
depraved appetite, or of mixed genealogy, who 
commonly prefer foreign blood and the most re- 
volting contrast of colors. These, bowbver, are 
cases not of love, but of licentiousness — the per- 
version of naturai desire, not ita normal nuuufes- 
tation. 

But however this may be, there cannot be a 
doubt that different nationalities b^in their ac- 
quaintance with reeij^cal hostilities; for in 
what state, that of peace or of war, do you first 
behold the various races I Everywhere, engag^ 
in mortal strife— everywhere, when they meet, 
encountering as natural enemies, with a rage 
almost as fierce, an aversion as invincible as tlwt 
of different species of animals. Take, for exam- 
ple that striking picture, executed three thousand 
two Imndred years ago, recently discovered in a 
temple of the Nubian desert, and inserted in Dr. 
Nott's Types of Mulkind. The antique artist 
symbolizes, in a goi^eoiisly-colored tableaux, 
the victories of the Egyptian Upgt Rameses II., 
who is represented as urandisning his pole-ax 
over the heads of three races — Negroes, Nubians, 
and Asiatics; while above the monarch's head 
runs the hieroglyphic scroll: "The beneficent 
living god, guardian of glory, smiles the south, 

Suts to fiight the east, rules by conquest, and 
rags to liis country all foreign lands. " Or , look 
at (hat other picture of the aame Egyptian king, 
driving before his chariota double ale of Negro 
and Nubian captives, the latter, a somewhat 
light-tinled people, strongly contrasting with the 
jet black Negroes, one of whom is represented 
by the painter as roaring like a wild beast with 
rage and pain. No one can mistake here the 
conflict of races. 

Next, refer (o the work of M. Bodichoo, a 
distinguished French suigcon in the army of 
Algena, who proved that the aborigines of both 
France and Spain were of a brown complexion, 
the people who first appear in history as Iberi- 
ans. Afterwards, a blonde race entered tlie same 
territory, and Uie two nationalities — the blonde 
and the brown — immediately displayed the antip- 
athy of natural enemies, and never ceased the 
deadly struggle until the brown nation sought 
refuge from the superior prowess or skill of their 
blonde antagonists in the wild fastnesses of the 
Fyreneau mountains, where their Basque descend- 
ants may be traced to the present hour~a con- 
test which has been signalized by the splendid 
eloquence of Michelet. Latham extends tne area 
of the war betwixt the brown and blonde races to 
an almost indefinite space. He says: 

<* Tta« early pupulatiun ot' Europe wai ODce bomogeneout 
IVum Lapland tu GrciiiubLi but il tiu been ovciloid sad 
dUplaceJ, the uii1>* rcmDonta extant beln| the Finns and 
Biis(]uei— the roniier protected by their Arctic climate, and 
tbc lauer by the walla oT the PyratMSS." 

Malte-Brun reckons ten existing races stilt in 

Europe; but remarks: 

" The mort ancient nre the leut nmneroaa ; tbua. hi a 
(brcat Uie oldeai troes pcriata.whllo theyoOnitGraxMaaalhr 
their wide-Mprcoding tirnnchca. The time will perliBpacon* 
when tbcae ten raue» may be reduced u> five oc six." 

In another place, where he gives a general chart 
or analytic outline of all the European nations, 
ancient and modem, the result shows that twenty 
^at historical tribes have become altogether ex- 
tinct, while thirty othert can only be traced ia 
obscure mixtures. I can think of np reminis- 
cence in history so unspeakablv mournful as this, 
the death of whole races, wnRh has been going 
on from immemoritU ages, and which may yel 
be witnessed in the gr^uol fading away of the 
Indian people beneath our very eyes. Alas ! little 
cares remoreclesa nature, in the generality of her 
inexorabhe iron lawei for th9 tears of torture, shft 
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I may wring from human hearts, or the dust to 
which she reduces the proudest empires, provided 
she can accomplish her grand aim — the evoluiioa 
of more highly-finished social forms. 

But I have not the leisure, nor can it be necei- 
sary to amplify the evidence on this topic. Do 
you desire more ? Recur to the annals of any na. 
tion at random, you find its first foundatioM laid , 
in the war of races. Behold the bloody strife of : 
Tartu and Hindoo, of Saxon and Celt, of <3e^ i 
man and Sdavonian, of Jew and Gentile, of the 
European against the Indian, both of the east nd 
of the west. Hence, as the common rule, when 
races meet, they struggle for the mastery ; and, as 
the unavoidable con«equence, the more vigomif 
proves victorious, prcdominales, brings under 
the yoke its feebler antagonist. Then, one of 
two things inevitably happens— either the cos- 
quered people must be subjected to the conditios 
of servitude, the servitude of eaate, which is ort- 
leetive slavery, or that of iitdividiui alavny— or 
else the conquerors and eonqueied must coalssee 
into a single community. 

Now, let us examine what follows from tk 
first supposition. Is the vanquished race subjo* 
gated to the subordinate position of a costr ; A 
considerable d^ree of civiliEOtion may be devel- i 
oped . The collective multitude of dave* tiU dw 
soil, and construct magniOceot masses of tem[^ea 
and tombs for their conquerors; for the gresi 
authority of Niebuhr has established the fact that 
all castes originated in conquest. Such a social 
oKonism may be very duroUe, oxistinK for in- 
definite centuries, so that no hist(«ian can, io 
certain instances, descry its beginning, while ne 
philosopher can foresee its end. But the systea 
alwaya, stands in a state of immobility, or re- 
volves in a changeless circle, like some huge piece 
of mechanism, as destitute of freedom, •« vionis- 
cepiible of progress or tmprovunent. Such vai 
ancient Egypt. Such have been, and aoeh an 
still, all the empires of the easlem worid. 

But suppose the conquered people to be reduced 
to indivitltial^very, what results? GeneraUythc 
brighlestofdendor of civilisation, with agricultuie, 
and all the industrial and beautiful arts, with nil* 
itary activity; the advanceofseienoe,Midthe|»o- 
gressive polish of a refined society. Sndi States, 
too, have existed during many centuries, but ihey 
have always been transitory when compared wits 
thegreatorientalhiemrchiesfoundedoothestnag 
principle of caaM; as we witneia in the fonnsr 
republics of Asia Minor, Gfareeoe, and Italy. The 
voice of history proclaims it: every social sn- 
tem of the ancient world which rested on the la- 
siitution of personal bondage has fallen, remaia 
fallen. 

But why did slavery in these eases display sack 
a fatal and uniform teadmcy to effect naiioml 
decline and dissolution i Simply because slavery 
itself could hot be perpetuated like the ornnisa 
of oriental caste; for tnere was a law of Eamao 
nature operating incessantly to break the chain fiS 
the bondmen, and mingle them with their masters. 
Long &roiliarity, particularly in the dolly intima- 
cies of domestic life, mitigates and removes the 
most stubborn antipathies, and thus finally allowa 
the common passional iostinets a free course of 
development. 

But however we may explain the fact, it is 
nevertheless inoontestotrie, that in the E^ptisii, 
Petsian, Greek, and Boman civilisations, aro^ 
fusion of races occurred as the consequence of 
slavery. This fUsion could not fail to produce per- 
petua] manumiesiona, until the chief social clMuent 
consisted of freedraen still bearing the marits of 
their servile orwin. The result was a universal 
degeneration or blood, with the connected efien- 
inacy of spirit, and agenetal corruption of morals. 
For ioBtance, there was never a more noUe eth- 
nological character than that of the primitive Per- 
sians; and yet^ within a few centuries, they be- 
came so deteriorated by mixture with the con- 
quered nations, that milliotts of them ooold not 
withstand as many thousand pure Greeks, led m 
by the hero of Granicus and Arbeia. 

In the case of Rome, the Act is yet nKH* strik* 
ing, since history enoUes us to peroeive theouMs 
at work, from iu first inceptioD until the conse- 
quence becomes fixed and final before our my 
eyes; for all scientific faistoriansoow unanimously 
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he rain of the Romitn repablie wtM wrought 
olelv by wealth, luxury, and corruption of 
lorn'ls. Thua Michelet, speakinff of the timeB 
f Marius Ktid Sylla, discIoBea the true cause: 

The pntriciana were no longer patriciana, they 
«re mostly ennobled plebeian*; in the same mon- 
;r the people were no lon^r a people, but a col- 
ciion of freodmeD of varioua nations." 

It ia therefore evident from all historical con- 
dcrations, as it is equallv deducihlefrcftnapnori 
:incipl«8 of reaionii^, tnat the double efTect of 
iiaeoniam in race u, firat, conflict, and olti- 
atply Aision, with the inevitable losa of original 
itionality ; end that nothing can avert this nalu- 
1 order of sequence. For the influence of this 
>rnal law undermines in the end even the pow- 
ful institution of caste, reducing the victors and 
s vanquished to a common level. 
But there is still another case to be treated— that 

connate races nearly equipollent in character, 
id here, contrary to what a superEcial thinker 
ight have imagined, the difficulty of blending 
tagonistic blood has been found fiur greater than 

inalaneea where the differencs was much mora 
nspicuous. 

Thus the Celts, Germans, and Sclavonians, 
ve existed face to face, and sometimeainastate 
interlocation, for tbouaanda of yearn; yet the 
■at masses of the nationaUtiea keep as remote 
'm amalgamation as ever. 
The fact appears to have been otherwise in the 
If dozen civilizations of antiquity,all of which 
! now oxiinci. In the Hindoo, the Egyptian, 
I Assyrian, the Greek, the Chinese, and the 
rascan societies, the primarr development ori- 
lated with conquerors or colonists of the white 
ian stock, who nevertheless finally became in- 
ermingled with the black or yellow natives, 
jdiicing, among other degenerate specimens, 
It negroid lype still preserved in the paintings 
the older monumenu along the Nile. Hence, 
! question au^esu itself, why do not the mod- 
I races manifest a similar tendencT to Vision? 
hercfore does the natural antipatny of these 
ince the character of unconquerable aversion? 
le fact seema to bo the result of two joint cir- 
nstanees. First, tliere must always be a greater 
ility of interfusion betwixt two opposite eib- 
logical masses when one sustains nut a small 
itive proportion to the other. Bufthis is pre- 
ely wliat happened in the case of all tbe an- 
iic civilizations. A comparatively mere handful 
conquerors or colonisU of the white Arian 
ok sufficed to su^ect, by their arms or intelli- 
icc, countless millions of the colored natives; 
ICC, a rapid amalgamation was inevitable, in 
te of trie powerful obstacle interposed by the 
ogani expedient of caste. In the modern na- 
lalitics, the fact is different, as the respective 
nbcra ore not greatly disproportionate. But, 
ondly, a for more effectual cause is perceiv- 
e in the very similarity of the European races, 
cs not every one see that the marlied inferi- 
ty of a people must facilitate its subjugation 
he prowess of another, its superior i Is it not 
ient that the ftireumstance of equality betwixt 
agonists tends to retard or prevent the con- 
st of either? And such is the condition of the 
dern civilized nations. The Celts, Sclavonic 
, Germona, if not indeed equipollent, are all 
of wonderful native vigor and imperishable 
dity; and therefore it is impossible for any 
. or thorn to bring the rest under a complete 
I final subjection. But we have seen, as the 
era! rule of all history, that subjection must 
cede the inception of^mixture; for while sep- 
te nationalities continue to stru^le for the 
itery, the conflict itself will incessantly stim- 
te their original antipathies. The entire annals 
I^hristian Europe are butone running practical 
tnientary on the principle, here stated; aince 
rope has never yei been fifty years without a 
■ of races or religions, or of both conjoined. 
>o you doubt the indomitable vigor, the inex- 
;uishttble vitality of these white races ? Con- 
:r the endurance of that old Celtic nationality 
ich has been so rudely buffeted by the stormy 
fe of ages, beaten incessanlly as the ragius 
an beats forever against the shores of Ireland 
.he pointed rocks of Wales. Two thousand 
rm before Christ, those same Celts appeared 
Italy, eobquetW thiU h\iMM ctUSs W t£e 



ITmbri, and ultimately emerged as one element 
of the Roman civilization. Then another bnmch 
of the great Celtic &mily i^pearad in western 
Europe, displaced the Iberians, and were after* 
wards vanquished by the Romans, with whom 
in parts of Gaul theyoecame blended. Next fol- 
lowed the terrible collision of the Germanic in- 
vasions — the Celts proving the weaker, yet still 
unconquerable. They would not mingle with the 
victor*', refused to acanowledge the nict of their 
defeat; but slowly, sullenly, still fightiiw bravely 
as ever, retired into the Bretagne of france, or 
the Cornwall and Wales of England. "The 
Cambrians,"8aya Michelet, "resisted their Ger- 
man enemy two hundred years by force of arms, 
and more than a thousand years uy force of will; 
unconquerable will has been the genius of these 
people, " Nor were the Welsh ever vanquished; 
for, after a thousand battles, Engrland was forced 
to hold out the right hand of friendship by the 
tender of equal rights; but the conflict could not 
even thus have enaed hod not the races been sep- 
arated by geographical boundariea. Trace that 
undying Celtic stock- in Scotland and Ireland, 
whither the Saxon must pursue them— pursue, 
destroy, it may be, yet never, never conquer; for 
what power human or divine can subjugate the 
will ? In Scotland the bloody struggle hasstamped 
in awful grandeur the names of Wallace and 
Brace, of flodden Field and Bannockbum; the 
contest terminates at last in a compromise of 
equality, which is cemented by the spectacle of 
a Calcdoqian monarch on the English throne. 
Neither could peace ever have been effected here, 
bad not the masses of the two notions been lo- 
cally distinct. 

But how goes the strife of the natural antipa- 
thies across the Irish Channel i Alas \ Uiere it has 
not ended; perhopu never will have an end. For, 
though down in the dust for ages, the Irish Celt 
still iLuItiplies, against all insult, oppression, fiun- 
ine; still turns, in the strength of an immortal 
hatred, to stm^e with his still superior fi>e. 
Behold what a strange thing has happened to this 
race of a double character, so fickle and yet so 
obstinate I It has actually changed its relieion, 
out of mere abhorrence to its enemy. Micnelet 
has shown that the original Celtic Church was, 
of all others, the most heretical in the sight of the 
Catholic hierarchy, as much so as the Protest- 
antism of more recent times. The ancient Irish 
Church, in particular, up to 1156 of our era, never 
acknowledged the slightest subjection to the see 
of Rome; and it was for this reason, as Hume 
says, and OS the infamous document itself proves, 
that Pope Adrian issued his bull transferring to 
King Henry II., of England, the supreme author- 
ity over the whole population of Ireland^advistng 
him to invade and subdue the country, and espe- 
cially to enforce from every house the annual pay- 
ment of its penny to the successor of St, Peter. 
Such was the origin of England's political claim 
00 Ireland. Hence, one misht'suppose that every 
Irish Celt would hate the Popes cordially, as he 
hales the line uf English Kings. Why is it not 
aoi Why are the Irish the most tenacious and 
unconvertible of Catholics i Becanse the English 
oppressor, in time, changed his religion, and co- 
temporaneously doubled the weight of the yoke 
pressing on the neck of poor Ireland, from which 
the Roman hierarchy now sought to save her, 
Thercfoice, the religion of Rome has become un- 
speakably dear to lue Irish as a symbol of nation- 
ality, whde they detest in Protestantism the &idi 
of their eternal enemies. 

The history of France in like manner, reveals 
on everv page the uncompromising antagonism 
of the European racea, while it teaches another 
fact of equal significance to American politicians 
— that different nationalities may reside for a long 
course of centuries, not only under the same Gov- 
ernment, but in the very same neighborhood, 
without losing any of their ethnolocical attributes 
orinatincts. Of tliis latter truth, Mtchelet's inim- 
itable historical painting is condusive demon- 
stration. Mr. Thierry, in his history of the 
Gauls, treats the subject still more specially, and 
shows that a long separation between different col- 
onies of the same Celtic family, actually devel- 
oped in them the character of distinct races, as 
the C$Iu proper, the Gauls, the Eymri, the Bel- 
glims. Alter peranng tbe work Of Thierry, the 
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distiiufoished naturalist, M. Edwards, made a 
tourtfirongh France, Belgium, and Switzerland, 
thoroughly studying the peculiarities uf the pres- 
ent inhabitonu; and, as the general result, he de- 
clares that even now, notwiutstanding the lapse 
of two thoasand years, the types of the former 
nations, whether Qauls, Kymn, Belgians, or the 
brown Iberians, may still be distinctly traced 
among their descendants, in the exact localities 
where the pen of the historian first takes them up. 

From such facts, we may well understand why 
France remained for so many centuries the grand 
theater of civil wars, and why her sodal soil is, 
toHlay, the volcanic cradle ot perpetual revolu- 
tions — why she knows not how to develop a 
democracy, or obey a despotism. 

As to the general history of the evil in the rest 
of Europe, ue briefest glance may soflftee. But 
even that glance cannot fail to exhibit the Teu- 
tonic element as preponderant in European civil- 
ization, and that the different nations present a 
graduated scale of progress and devdopment, 
each degree in tbe comparative series correspond- 
ing to the state of purity or mixture whicli the 
Teutonic blood rev^la in a given nation. At the 
end of the fiAh century after Christ, every coun- 
try in the north, west, and south of Europe had 
passed underthepowerofGermanmasters. Even 
into Russia a Scandinavian invasion penetrated, 
and cultivated the first germs of that vo^iy em- 
pire. 

It must be remembered, th^ Germany itself, 
notwithstanding its name, does not at present, 
contain a pure Teutonic population, being min- 
gled with the Scythian hordes that after the death 
of Attila became incorporated with nuuty German 
tribes. Northern Germany, however, is neariy 
unalloyed Teutonic, and accordingly advanced in 
sodal improvement. 

In Spain, the Visigoths were absorbed by the 
native resideQts, Roman and Celtiberian; and 
then about the t<nth eentary commenced the in- 
terfusion of Ambian blood, forming tiiat degen- 
erate compound which the people now exhibit, 
as slaves of the tyrant and satcUites of the pnest. 

In northern, that is to say, the most dvilized 
part of France, the Gtermon element prevuls, and 
the descendants of the Teutonic conquerors ruled 
the country a thousand years. 

The blood of England, I need scarcely renurk, 
is purely Teutonic; for the Norman-French of 
the Conquest were as Uioroughly Germanic as 
the Anglo-Saxons themselven. Fortunate island, 
queen m the northern oeeon, how I envy thee, to 
be invaded and oonquered so often, by Danes, 
Normans, and Norman-Neustrians — always by 
thy own kindred — and to be forever protected 
from base amalgamati<Hi8 by the aea, so hostile 
to others, bnt whleh kma thee and thiotf so 
well! 

In Italy, the niixtar« of ethnological elemenlv 
is complete: every one knows the consequences. 
The lovely land, whose transcendent genius onoe 
bad the skill of a Prometheus, to draw down the 
fiery light of unfituling beauty out of heaven — to 
flasn in Boi^,to glow on the canvas, to breathe 
and bum and animate the coldest marble — now 
crouches beneath the rod of alien tyrants, and 
weeps in sadness, not for liberty, but for license. 

Having, in the forgoing port of the argument, 
examined some of the chief prindf^es connected 
with the anlhgonism of races, we must next in- 
quire as to the extent and special character of 
that antagonism as presented in the bosom of 
American society; for that it exists in fact, tbe 
most insolent and utter devotee of the fomign 
influence vrill not venture to deny. 

The original baiHs, or rather the ethnologieal 
subsoil of our population as depodted in tbe old 
thirteen States, consisted of English, Lowland 
Scotch, Dutch, Swedes, and Protestant Irish, all 
ofthem being decidedly Teutonic elements. The 
exceptions to this classification were small, few, 
and alt^ether unimportant. Indeed, at the era 
of the Revolution, the Anglo-Saxon blood and 
ideas had entirely predominated, so as to control 
exdusively all the forces and facts of American 
sodal ana political life. The pet^e were as 
thoroughly Germanic, or to speak more properlv, 
English; as any to be found inEogland itsslf. 
However, it qiust be admittefrt^to^W^lt^ 
homogeneity did il9gi4;T9B(^ iai^l!94[9y4\ 
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North and South, because sach a bomogeneitv 
did not exiat in that Elngliah aoeietr from which 
ours enuuiated. The unalloyed Anglo-Saxon, 
though nearly reUled to, was Mmewbatdtfferent 
from the Nonnan*Neiutrian conqueror. The 
Anglo-Saxon church before the Conqoeat waa 
hentiealin the eyea of Rome: and the eMence of 
the heretical idea lingering in the unmixed Saxon 
blood, finally attained its complete derelopment 
in the stem and ]o{tv principles of the Pniitan. 

On the other faano, the Ixorman element, chir- 
alrous, impetuous, and romantic, if not always 
noble, delighted to ally itself with nobility, had a 
tincture of aristocracy, an innate lore of power. 

One of these elements sought the rigid climate 
of New England, and the other the genial and 
sunny air of the South, ea the proper spheres for 
their peculiar manifestationB. I do not assert 
that the distributbn of blood ^ere snppoaed wai 
uniform in either locality , that being ar from the 
ftot; but in a general view, no one doubts that 
more of the Cavalier character than of the Puri- 
tan could be detected at the Sooth, while in New 
England the Puritan was immenaely preponder- 
ant. I ahall refer to this partial antagonism 
again, and trace its effects in our ayntema of 
political science. 

It is possible that this difference, apparently 
BO Tery alight, would have been effaced in time 
without any serious conseqaencea, if the flood- 
gates of emigration had not so suddenly opened 
to pour in upon us Arar millions of raw recruits 
from a foreign shore to renew and extend the 
conflict of ideas. Behold them, an eaomious 
host from the Rhine-land, and ygt you can dis- 
tinguish every one ft-om an American almost as 
far as the eye can reach; while they are still more 
opposite in all their modes of thought and 
feeling. 

By way of contrast, yonder swarms the pro- 
lific hive of Tiracious Celts, that old race of the 
double character, fickle as the wind, yet stubborn 
as twisted steel, the ntoe that never did and never 
will agree with iu neighbors, unless it may rule 
them— the race that no earthly power can either 
conquer or govern. These aliens in nattonality 
and religion number some two millions. 

But more singular and ominous than all,''the8e 
foreign legions do not scatter and diffuse them- 
selves over the land to melt away in the greater 
mass of the native population. No, they collect 
in the large cities to control the elective franchise, 
to keep their alien societies, to wear their national 
badges; or if the^ do penetrate the rural districts, 
it is to collect in clusters, to establish Irish or 
Dutch settlements, and to reproduce their minds 
and physiognomies in all their posterity; for you 
can identifyaCeltieehildDrgrand-ehila as easily 
as his ancestor. 

Next, gaze towards the soil of the South, and 
you discover another foreign race that never can 
become nationalized without reducing all America 
to that negroid type so disgusting to the eye on 
the older monuments of the Nile. And this last 
most invincible antwonism of all stands on the 
strength of almoM three millions and a half of 
slaves, and Dearly half a mUlioo of their kindred 
fVeedmcn. 

Now look fonher: sweep with your political 
telescope the green forests and glorious prairies of 
the remote WeBt; skim the Alpine heights of the 
stony chain, and glance where the great Columbia 
mingles its waters with the Pacific ocAn, mailing 
towards Asia as if for conquest. All oyer this 
vest region you see still another race to the num- 
ber of four hundred thousand — agraveand mueh- 
cndunng race, whose sad countenance and solemn 
atr remind you of the Caledonian Highlander, 
whose destiny of extinction his own so much 
resembles; and doubtless, too, if he had the gift 
of music, he would play, like the other, that lest 
moumfiil tune now heard on the mountains where 
the tartan is flitting away from its heather, « We 
return — we return — we return no more !** 

Was there ever witnessed on the face of the 
whole earth before such a heterogeneous agglom- 
eration of ethnological el«Dents, especially under 
circumstances so unpropitious? Inotherinstances 
of similar social chaos, history shows that the 
antagonistic materials were subordinated to a 
powerful rigfme, either the institution of caste, or 
a military govenunent, which, by mere force of 



superior pressure, could keep them in some sort 
of order. Not so here. We acknowledge no 
power independent of the people; and the Euro- 
pean emignints, very soon after their arrival, 
become a part of the people. Strange political 
pbenomenonl Wbatwouldyousayofacountry 
niled by a king that allowed evei^ chief of an 
alien tribe, entering its territorial jurisdiction, to 
participate in the royal authority, to share the 
jeweled regalia of the crown? But that is Just 
what we do. We divide and subdivide our 
American sovereignty with every pauper that 
European despotism, with loathing and contempt, 
discharges on our shores. Very different was the 
policy of that great Roman Republic which some 
of the southern statesmen, the disciples of Mr. 
Calhoun, are so prone to eulogize. It is true, all 
iht nations of the world were destined to ascend, 
by tuma, that lofty rock of the Capitol— onmivm 
teirenm srcem— and take their seat in the Curiae 
and Senate. But two hundred yean elapsed 
before the Latins could mount it, though living 
in the immediate vicinity of the Seven Hills; two 
hundred years more for the neighboring Italians; 
three centuries longer for the nations subject to 
the empre; and after two more, the barbarian 
host or Alarie thundered over the Capitoline 
height. 

We have reversed the programme of Roman 
policy — indeed, of all national policy. We are 
trying a novel aoetal experiment, perhaps, for 
the benefit of fliture adence. We account the 
exalted prerogatives of citizen sovereignty so 
cheap that we invite the universe to come and 
•share them gratia. We deem the art of govern- 
ment more easily learned than a common trade, 
and say to those, familiar only with despotic 
forms,** Come, take a hand in the vulgar admin- 
istration of a powerful republican empire; for, 
though the machinery is complicated and the 
wheels nicely balanced, though you may chance 
to break something, what of that, since the peo- 
ple are sovereign, and no matter where rom, 
still you are one of the people?" 

If the foreign emigrants could be settled in 
separate colonies by themselves, so m to consti- 
tute particular (German and Irish States, the evil 
might be entirely averted; for, in that case, 
being parted by geographical boundaries, there 
woula be fow occasions of coIliaiDn wiUi the 
native dtizens of the country. The fact is well 
exemplified in the social harmony of the purely 
French population in parts of Louisiana; since 
there are no truer patriots, or more thorough 
Americans, than the chivalrous Catholic Creoles 
of that community. The real danger arises from 
proximity, the aggregation of opposite elements, 
opiBions,_and passiona, in the same local sphere. 

But what has been the general result of so many 
antagonisms in religion, in race, and in the ideas 
wbiui they must always necessarily develop ? 
The eonseqoence is visible to all in the present 
intellectnal and social anarchy rife throughout 
the land; for every race and religion manifests 
a political influence in proportion to its extent 
and power, and therefore must find an organ for 
its expression and action in the operations of the 
Government. The Germans, the Irish, the Cath- 
olics, the infidel Radicals that adore the mystic 
Moriane of the Red Republic — nay, the priests of 
polygamous Mormon, must have their several 
representatives in the highest councils of State. 
Suppose the Mormons could command half a 
million of votes, as they probably will in time; 
think you that one of the great parties would not 
take them up as the special favorites of its settied 
policy, and denounce all those bigots who might 
advocate the restoration of pure monogamy? 
Think you, if the devil himself had a hundred 
thousand open worshipers in the country, that 
there would not be plenty of demagogues anxious 
and ready to act as delegates for that lurid crew 
in Congress? Even the negro mee, though with- 
out the right of suffrage, without any shadow of 
social or political ittUus, can boast of their cham- 
pions on the floors of the House and the Senate, 
constituting a topic of eternal 4>""ci*ioi>) vhich 
every year grows more and more deleterious. 

It should be the grand problem, the exalted 
mission of every patnotic and enlightened states- 
man, to discover some peaceful, yet powerful and 
adequate remedy for these monstrous perturba- 



tions. Yet, where do we behold any competent 
mind applying itself to the profound and extreme- 
ly intricate question? On the contrary, we see 
all the distinguished politicians of the eoantry, 
including the foremost functionaries of the Gov- 
ernment, busily employed, not in curing the dis- 
ease, but in scattering the seeds of the pestilence 
to the flirthest limits of the land. Thevery Pres- 
ident of the Union descends from the height of 
the execytive oflice to desecrate the once unsul- 
lied and serene dignity of a national message, with 
words of partv strife and sectional antipathy- 
There has been but one political school of a 
recent date to manifest an appreciating senae as 
to the nature and extent of the evil. The Amer- 
ican order had the unquestionable merit of being 
the first to sound the depths of the great natiooiS 
problem. But a complication of odvcrae causta 
prevented even them rrom theaecompliflhrnentof 
any definite solution. They were furiously as- 
sailed, both by the friends of anti-slavery, and by 
the trained band* of the Adnunistiation. And 
besides, the danger itself seems incapable of be- 
ingaverted by any invention discoverable through 
human wisdom. The foreign influence really 
holds the balance of power as between all other 
parties; and no party can offend that influence 
without sure and speedy prostration. The fact 
is as undeniable as it is alarming. 

But all the anta^nisms previously mentioned 
are wholly insignificant, when contrasted with 
that which exists as to the white racea on the one 
part, and the black nationality of African orwa 
on the other; for even the utmost stretch of ute 
imagination can conceive of no practicable method 
by which the lost might be extingoiahed widiio 
any modemte compass of time. 

The idea of a possible fusion in the case is le- 
volting to every sentiment of humanity; and the 
fact, if it ever could occur, would involve the eon- 
sequence ofa universal and enduringdcgeneration. 
The effect of on intermixture blendinga superior 
race with one ^freatiy inferior has been exhibited 
in many historical instances on the grandest scak. 
It happened, as we have seen in ^ypt, in Hin- 
dostan, in China, in Assyria, and lastly in Spain, 
and always with the same result — cormption in 
general morals, decline of intellectual ngor, and 
utter loss of a pure nationality. 

From aiyhat has been said, I am entitled lo 
draw the inierenee that the chief social and polit- 
ical dangers menacing our system of government 
may he attributed to fundamental differences ia 
the primary beliefs and feelings of society, sudi 
as result principally from dinerence in race; b»- 
cause the peculiarities of a given race predeterm- 
ine what class of religious and philosophical ideu 
it may be capable of entertaining. 

Thus, every schism thatsprungupin the bosom 
of the Catholic world was implicated with d:s- 
tinctions of nationality. Monicheism waa the 
birth of the burning soil of Syria and Penaa; 
the doctrine of the AIbi£[eoiB in southern France 
was the off-shoot ofa mixed Moorish and Jev- 
ish ancestry; while Protestanism has the claim of 
being, psr exeetUnee, the intelle(;tual product of 
the free Teutonic genius. 

I will next proceed to characterize the profonitd 
antagonisms in political opinion and sentiment, 
with which the country is so grievously afflicted. 
These antagonisms arc obviously both theoret- 
ical and practical, as well aa essentially fumla- 
mental. In all former periods 'of our aauooil 
history, the questions dividing party had mostly 
reference to mere material interests, aa the banlt, 
the tariff, and others of the like description. 

But the conflict now rages in the domain of 
original ideas, and brings under discussion all iht 
rational principles, even the most venerated ax- 
ioms of Republican Government. Everylbing ia 
subjected to unrelenting criticism. The Declara- 
tion of Independence itself is decried; and the 
wildest theorists seem to be assuming gradually 
the directive control of the public Uiought. Such 
a state of intellectual anarchy is truly alanmngj 
because every political oiganism must be con- 
nected, in the last analysts, by some well defin^ 
system of common opinions and feeling?; and 
therefore, whatever may contribute to unsettle 
such essentials must lend to the dissolution of 
society. 
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>oliUcul parties relates to the origin of society and 
;ov<Tnmi.-iit; in other words, to the natural prin- 
ciple from which every QoTernmcnt must derive 
ts cxiatcnce, and the legitimacy of its powers — 
ts riglit to rule, 

All ttic possible theories on this BubJect,asDr. 
jiubcr has well Baid,mAy be comprised under two 
icada — those which make atUhoritg the starting 
mint, and those which seek it in equaiita. You 
annot imagine any other; you do not find any 
ither in the entire history of social science. Thus, 
f you affirm the foundation of government to be 
livinc appointment in the primary relation of 
laternity, with Pilmer; orpredicateit in physical 
orcp, with Haller; or trace it directly to the Al- 
"'i^ht'y') with the diademed doctors of the Holy 
\llinnce; or ground it in the fact of innate sup«- 
iority, as Aristotle doesslavery — in all these cases 
rou refer to some modification or rule of author- 
ty, as contradistinguished from the universality 
)i man in the aggregate. On the other hand, if 
rou place the origin of government in the idea 
>r justice, Mrith Victor Cousin and Dr. Lieber; or 
n the spontaneous reaction of the entire social 
}rganism upon the parts, with Comte; or in the 
-ealily of an actual compact, with Locke and all 
he liberal school; still you assert the principle of 
mtural equality as the source of poliuca] power, 
-n this manner, the question hog been thoroughly 
exhausted , and no one can invent any new solu- 
Jon without perpetrating some gross absurdity, 

I need scarcely speak of a few late writers who 
lave totally mistalcen the true nature of the pro- 
alem, by assuming that government has really 
originated in different waja, for the inquiry dors 
not concern the faistoricM inception oi political 
institutions, but their scientific principle — the 
abstract and rational law which justifies them 
before the intellect and renders them legitimate. 
Would the building of the first butby some rude 
savage in the wilds of Asia furnish wie slightest 
■kid in the explanation of architectural rules? 
Does the science of music derive its principles 
from the accidental origin of the shepherd's pipe, 
as the winds whispered throogh the reeds of the 
Arcadian forest t 

Equally unfortunate was the misapprehension 
of the celebrated Bodin, in which lie has been 
followed by the Benthamites, and very recently by 
ProTeBsor Bledsoe. All these instructors utterly 
confound the rational principle of government 
with its practical object, which undoubtedly is, 
"the gi^atest good to the greatest number." 
Just as it' one were to attempt the construction of 
agcomctrical scieneefromthefundamentalaxiom, 
that it is intended to measure lines and angles, 
surfaces and solids, in the most accurate anu ex- 

ficditious manner. It is a strange method of phi- 
Dsopliizing to implicate a theory, at its outset, 
with its correspondingart;anditisaproofof the 
low state of abstract speculation in American col- 
leges, when such a thmg is possible. 

The theoretical problem is precisely this: Why 
am I, a man, Ic^iumately bound to obey a Gov- 
ernment administered by otbermen? Orwbyare 
any people bound to obey their Government? 
Or, again, to state the question in a correlative 
form, why has any Government the right to com- 
mand the obedience of its subjects? 

In the first instance, there can be but a single 
rational answer: because the Government has 
been constituted with the lawful power to enforce 
obedience. But how has it been so constituted? 
Haller replies, "By physical force." Then phys- 
ical force is the pnneiple of political righL In- 
solent definition I The Holy Allies respond, "By 
Dirinesanction"— but they mean the sanction of 
swords and bayonets. Bodin and Benthamsay, 
"For the general good." But this affirms noprin- 
ciple; it merely proposes a practical problem as 
to the object to be attained. Besides, the logical 
consequences of its application must always end 
in pure despoitam, and it was invetited to serve 
tbt\t very purpose by Bodin himself. Because, 
if the only abstract rule of government is the pro- 
motion of the general gooo , who is to determine 
the character and extent of that general good ? If 
the authority to judge that question be in the 
subject, there would he no Government at all; it 
wouM be universal anarchy — the mere state of 
nature. On the contrary, if it be competent for 
the Government to dedan whst shall eoiuititui« 



the greatest happiness, all individual liberty dis- 
appears — becomes merged in the monstrous levi- 
athan of Hobbes. The plea of the general good 
has been the current ailment of every tyrant 
from Nimrod to Napoleon. 

Understand me well: I do not contest the high 
value of Bentham's maxim concerning the great- 
est happiness, as a rule of poGticai art; but Ideny 
that it ever can be mode the scientific principle of 
explanation to occountfor the general fact of gov- 
ernment, or thatitcan stand as the raiiooal basia 
of any political theory. 

Victor Cousin grounds all government on the 
idea of the Just; But the very idea of justice im- 
plies equality. For as soon as even two human 
beings are placed together, the conception of equal 
rights is developed — the conception *' of doing as 
one would be done by." We see it in little chil- 
dren, who feel aggrieved and wronged if the 
parentprohibitstoone what is allowed to another. 

The doctrine of Locke is nearly equivalent to 
that of Cousin, only less metaphysical, more con- 
crete and positive in its form. It derives the legit- 
imate autnority of every Government from the 
original principle of a social compact, that is to 
say, the consent of the governed. But this theory 
(dso necessarily involves the equality of all those 
entering into the compact — their equality in ref- 
erence to the subject of the joint consent. 

The same is true of Comte *b explanation; for 
if the function of government is the reaction of 
the whole social organism on its parts, then the 
political power must be the mm of all the actions 
developed by the several parts, which, therefore, 
participate uike in the production of the supreme 
authority. 

Now, on which of these diflerent doctrines does 
the theory of our own Government rest? I 
answer, unquestionably on that of Locke; and the 
fact appears on the very face of that glorious 
declaration which eonatitttted us an independent 
Power among the notions of the earth. It has 
become the fashion, OTIste, to criticise and decry 
and misconstrue that immortal document, as if it 
had been written loosely, or framed at random 
by some sophist or fanatical enthusiast, unaccus- 
tomed to weigh with precision the import of his 
words. On Uie contrary, the sacred mstrument 
was penned by a man of all others the least 
likely to be guilty of rash expression or logical 
inconsequence — by Uie greatest political philos- 
opher that ever lived— by one. too, that cherished 
the bonorof that same achievement OS the crown- 
ing distinction of hia life, as is proved by the 
simple epitaph which the sage dictated for his 
own tomb: 

" Here lies JeSknon, the author of tbe Declaration of 
American Independence, and die amiior of the lUtnis of 
Virginia fbr teligioiu ftsedom.** 

What simplicity! Whatsublimity! No her- 
aldic titles, no allusion to victories won on field 
or flood — nothing on the stainless marble but the 
sculptured memorial of two declarative acts; the 
one aflirming the equality of man with man in 
the presence of the political power, and the other, 
in tne sight of the Almighty God. Who can 
find a parallel to this true g;lory in all the pages 
of human history? The inscription above the 
dust of the great Persian runs; " I am Cyrus, 
the King; the Achasmenian." Jefierson's epi- 
taph across the gulf of ages thunders back: '* I 
am he who has said, that all men are kings be- 
fore man, and priests in the eyes of God.'*^ 

Butwliatwas the rational principle announced 
by Jefferson, with the concurrence of all our 
fathers, aa the theoretical boaia of the new so- 
ciety ? 

" We bold tbose truths to be wlf-evident: that all raen are 
crestMl equal ; tbat they are endowed by their Creator wlih 
certain Diwlieiiabie righte; thai BmDng Uibm are life, lib- 
eny, and the pursuit of bsppiness; that, to secure theee 
rights, Qovenmenbt are instUuted among men, deriving 
Ibeir just powen ffom the consent of the governed ; that, 
whenever any ibnn of govaninieni becomes destractive or 
thsae ttitde, It b the r^i or the people to alter or to abolish 
U, sod to Inatitote new fovemment, Isylng fta (bundation 
on sneh princi^ei, sad wpnlsiag its ppwen hiineli form, 
u to lham shall seem most likely tn tmol tbelr isAty and 
bapfrinesa." 

Such was the general principle, the major pre- 
miae of all the subsequent reasoniiig. The minor 
next proceeds to show tbat the Government of 
Great Britain had become destructive to the nat- 
ural rights before enumerated; and the end draws 



the legitimate conclusion justifying the act of 
sevei-ance from all allegiimce to the British Crown. 
So that, whatever else may be said of it, there is 
not another public, document so thoroughly logi> 
cal to be found in tbe a|diives of the world. 

The purpose of the Adaration was to prove 
theoretically the right of revolution in the par- 
ticular instance then contemplated by the Amer- 
ican sages and patriote. But how could they do 
this? Certainly not by conceding the superior- 
ity of man to man, either in a state of nature, or 
in that of society; nor yet by admitting any hy- 
pothesis of absolute or irresponsible authority. 
Hence, the only alternative was to assume the 
principle of natural equality, aa developed by 
Locke, which they accordingly did almost in hia 
very words, deriving the just powers of Uie Gov- 
erpment from the consent of tne governed. 

But what equality was it which they assumed ? 
Assuredly not the equality of physical force, of 
intellect, or of morals — for none of these con- 
cerned the subject of their deliberations— but the 
equality of natural rights, for the preservation of 
wnich all government is established, and which 
in their case had been so greatly infringed. That 
alone was the consideration they had in hand. 

Now, can any logical intellect, conversant with 
social science, imagine a different postulate for 
the sanction of a right of revolution i If there 
be such, the wisdom of ages has proved incom- 
petent for ite discovery. In truth, tliere can be 
no conceivable political right predicated on any 
other axiom. Upon what possible plea, save 
that of eqtiality, can the politician, whether of 
the North or the Southj defend the principle of 
inviolability for State institutions? In nne, I 
defy the utmost dexterity of human ingenuity 
to ground either the idea of right, or any sort of 
repubUcan theory, upon the insolent assumption 
of a superiority in man over man. Even Hobbea 
himself, the chosen champion of tbe mortal god 
in the person of the sovereign, was forced, under 
tbe compulsion of an irresistible logic, to concede 
certain rights, as those of life and limb, to be 
forever inalieneble. 

I repeat the challenge; no theorist on the earth 
can deduce tbe authonty to govern from any kind 
or degree of mere superiority, without self-stulti- 
fication, without proving that he himself ought to 
be subjugated toihe condition of a serf, unless, 
indeed, he assumes to be tbe highest superior of 
all humanity. 

What, then, shall we say of those puerile and 
pointless criticisirvi directed to show the supposed 
stupidity of that immortal pFoductton — the most 
luminous and sublime emanation from tbe philo- 
sophical Mniua of Thomas Jeflerson, and which 
received the enlightened concurrence of the most 
eminent sages that ever lived? 

"All men are created equal." " Halt there!" 
cries one; '* men are not created at all, they are 
born." *' I controvert that," shouts another; 
"men are not born; ba6i«f are bom, but men 
groio.'" 

*' But they are not egualin any respect," inter* 
posesa thira. " They differ in mind, body, creed, 
color, in everything.'*' 

" Cease all your clamor!" exclaims tlie staid 
professor; " the thing has a preuy sound, and 
will answer very wellfor such a vulgar use as a 
declaration of independence; yet no wise nation 
ever has been, or everwill be, guided by it in the 
construction of their laws. It may be a brand of 
discord in the hands of the demagogue; but an 
element of light, power, or wiadom, in the bosom 
of the statesman, never." 

Let us turn away, without further comment, 
from such quibbles and mire puns upon words 
aa might discredit the logic of a schoolboy. 

I wUl now inquire, in what manner, upon what 
conditions, doea the principle of eouality stand as 
the scientific and practical basis or government? 

First. The postulate of equality beinggrantedt 
it results that all men ore free to form such socie* 
ties as may suit them best, and to organize that 
system of government which their joint judgment 
may determine to be tbe moat appropriate to their 
peculiu- social wants. It must be rememberedf 
however, that the forouttion of societies and the 
institution of governments, are separate and dis- 
tinct substantive acu, though pitmely rslatsd, and 
wy ofUm cote^^p^y O Og 
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Secondly. It follows flrom the same principle of 
natural etjuality, that all the individual membera 
entering into tne state of society must consent to 
bs bound by the acts of the majority, for the ob- 
Tioa* reason that they «e all thus equal. No 
theoretical vritera deny this consequence. 

Thirdly. ItBlBoreau..s,thattheymRy.diHtribute 
the powers of the Government in whatever hands 
viey please them. 

Fourthly. As the Inevitable corollary of uni- 
Tersal equality, every society has the right to 
exclude from all participation in its powers and 
jirtvileges, any race, people, or class of persons, 
that the concurrent will of its members may choose 
to regard as objectionable. This is the rule of 
national independence, without which there couM 
obviously be no true freedom ; for I am not a 
free man, if every other individual in the world 
has the right to force himself upon my fellowship 
and share in my pursuits. Neither could a nation 
be considered independent if all humeuiity had the 
same powers as itself within its own territorial 
jurisdiction. Hence, the natural equality of all 
men warrants their liberty to select the individ- 
tfols, the races, the classes, with whom they will 
or will not associate. If this principle be denied, 
or in any way shaken aa an aulhoriiative rule, 
all national inaependence disappears; all personal 
fVeedom, all separate sovereignty, all distinctive 
marks of particular societies, oecome merged and 
lost, stifled in the chaos of a general, confused, 
andcrushing humanity. What! has every indi- 
vidual on the globe a right to enter into your part- 
nerships, agricultural, manufactural,or commer- 
cint? But now much more absurd tliat he should 
have a right to make himself a member of your 
social partnership, and divide the honors and dig- 
nities of your supreme sovereignty ! 

The four consequences previously stated, bad 
been deduced by all philosophers of the liberal 
school from the fundamental axiom of human 
equality, and long anterior to the epoch of the 
Revolution. Our fathers did not create them, but 
merely adopted them as the basis of the new 
Government. Thus they dearly recognized the 
fourth principle — the right of exclusion, by with- 
holding from the Indian and Negro the privileges 
of citizenship. If, then, you would afGrm the rule 
of natural equality, you must affirm all its corol- 
laries, or else commit nn egregious sin against 
both sense and logic. If, on the other hand, you 
abnegate human equality, to be consistent you 
ifiost reject all its consequences and advocate 
throughout the politisal doctrines of Filmer, Hol- 
ler, ond the crowned achool of the Holy Allies. 

Having thus vindicated the great principle of 
our own Revolution and Grovernment from gross 
misconstruction, let me next inquire where, when, 
and by whom, was this essential element of equal- 
ity originated? 

We shall not find it anywhere in all antiquity; 
for the polished states of Rome, Athens, Persia, 
and Egypt, all ignored the rule of national inde- 
' pendence and made their own citizens as thor- 
oughly subservient to the interests of (he Govern- 
ment aa even Professor Bledsoe could feel it in 
hie soul to wislv The fact has been remarked by 
every historian of ancient times. The first ray 
of genuine and general humanity emanated from 
the Christian spirit, glittering in brief glimpses, 
here and there, on the pages of the Catholic 
schoolmen. But it bad not yet found a congenial 
atmosphere for its full manifestation; and, as 
Comte has well observed, it never was elaborated 
into the complete principle of universal equality 
until it was taken up and developed by the Dem- 
«n;raUe and Puritanic party of the English Revo- 
lution. Hence it is, par txctUtnct, the dogma of 
a race — of that grand old Teutonic race lo which 
the world stands indebted for oil its ideas of civil 
libenyand aelf-govemment. Itis moreover pre* 
eminently the dogma of a religion; and no form of 
religion which the sun ever saw could have pro- 
duced it, save only that sect of noble enthusiasts 
whose intellectual batUe-cry from the beginning, 
was " a Church without a bishop, and a State 
without a king." 

Hallam, speaking of this theory, says; ""ntat 
while silently spreading the fibers of its roots over 
Europe and America, it has been ftrtile in great 
rtVQjmions, and is perhaps pregnant with more." 

B&t although the prineipU, widi Ijoeke and the 



Puritans, was new, all the ages of time had been 
incessantly tending towards it. Egypt, Assyria, 
Greece, proved the superiority of man over na- 
ture. Rome exhibited the unity of man in the 
unity of her endless empire. Catholicism mounted 
on the top of antiquity to display the moral equiv- 
alence of man throughout all tne grades of that 
powerful hierarchy — man as priest on the earth, 
and woman as queen in Heaven in the person of 
the Holy Vii^gin. Protestantism descended from 
that giddy height of thought, but only to extend 
the native majesty of man into competence for the 
exercise of every spiritual function. And finally 
came the Puritan conception to give man his 
grandest expression of might in the doctrine 6t 
universal equality. Protestantism achieved the 
religious liberation of man. Puritanism crowned 
him as inalienable sovereign in the sphere of pol- 
itics. ' 

But every principle, and es^ciolly one of in- 
tense vigor, is liable to excessive ond even self- 
destructive activity. And thus the politicians of 
New England have urged the rule of inherent 
natural equality to suicidal consequences. What 
is their reasoning ? All men are equal by the law 
of nature; thereforefthe negroes must be entitled 
to eqiuil political privileges with the white man, 
or at the least, to immediate personal freedom, 
whether the fli^t wotttd be dangerous to society 
or not. 

And here tho social school of the extreme North 
is joined by that of the ultra Democrats, the latter 
asserting, by virtue of the same principle of equal- 
ity, a similar demand of all sovereign rights for 
the foreigner, yet denying the logic of the influ- 
ence as to the native negroes; while a powerful 
and influential political sect of the furthest South 
controvert with scorn the axiom of equality itself. 
And all those schemes of theoretical doctrine have 
been invented with a view to their q>plication on 
the issue of African slavery. Hence they are 
one and all fallacious theories, resulting indirectly 
from the conflict of races. Moreover, they alt 
misconceive or misrepresent the true law of nat- 
ural equality. 

What, then, ia the real and acientiflc expression 
for the equality of man in the light of nature.' 
It is simply the equality of natural rights, and 
synonymous with the idea of justice ? It ia the 
common birthright, the universal chorter to life 
and liberty bestowed on the species by a benefi- 
cent Creator. 

But is it absolutely universal? From consid- 
erations previously adduced, the answer must be 
affirmative; for, it all men ore equal in kind, as 
Comte has so fully demonstrated — if they possess 
the same innate and indestructible faculties of 
thought and emotion, different only in degree, 
and thus constituting a genuine unity, no one can 
arrogate a claim to deprive another of that which 
God has granted to each separately, and to all by 
the inheritance oi an identical nature. 

This conclusion also follows from the utter im- 
noaaibiltty of sustaining the opposite hypothesis; 
for there can be but two suppositions in the case. 
Men jnUBt be equal or unequal, as to their nstural 
rights; and so the assertion of one implies a nega- 
tion of the oilier. 

Now, can any one even imagine a scientific 
argument to prove the principle o{ inequality? 
The profouna intellect of Aristotle ' essayed it, 
and developed a monstrous fallacy, which we are 
amazed to see adopted by some late writers in 
America. That theory derives the law of une- 
qual rights from the naked fact of individual 
superiority. 

But if I nave the legitimate uithority to control 
you by virtue of my natural or acquired superi- 
ority, then, for a like reason, some other superior 
has the right to control me. The insolentjind 
despotic tendency of the conclusion is on a level 
witn its logical aosurdity. It might do very welt 
for the old servile tutor of the tyrant <k Macedon; 
but, emanating- from the lips of a Virginia pro- 
fessor, or a statesman of Carolina, it startles the 
ear, and shocks the moral sense of a republican 
patriot. And they call this an argument for the 
justification of slavery. It is an argument that 
would equally justify the general enuavcment of 
the whole world, and, first of all, the politician 
stupid enough to perpetrate such folly. For whof 
shall be the jtidge of the superiority^ There 



I cannot be imagined any other umpire than the 
I sword, the conflict of brutal strength, the carnage 
of everlasting war. 

Search as deeply as you may in the naked con- 
ception of power, yet you wiU never be able lo 
extract from it the idea of cither justice or gov- 
ernment, any more than that of the true or the 
beautiful. Transform it as you pkase, power 
will remain still power, nothing more. 

It results, therefore, that equality of natural 
rights is the general principle. I go further.aiid 
declare it to be the universal principle, and that 
these rights are inalienable and divine. 

On the other hand, setting out with the primary 
postulate of equality, the Abolitionist draw^s an 
inference as thoroughly fallacious in its logic,Bnd 
as dangerous in its practical consequences, as 
any of Die adverse School; because there is not a 
single law of the universe without some de&nite 
limitations, by reason of its conjunction or coo- 
fiictwith other ^neral laws. Even the attrac- 
tion of gravitation is limited in its tendency bjr 
the centrifugal force, else all the worlds would 
rush into one dreary chaos, a lifeless mass of 
repose and ruin. The attraction of cohesion, ai 
infinitesimal distances, gives place to the most 
powerful repulsions. Nor are these properly 
coses of exception to general law, as Mr. Min 
has so clearly shown. They arc simply the Iibh 
itatlona which all natural lows impose bj ilieir 
reciprocal operation upon one anolner. For the 
taw, in no instance, ceases to exist, though the 
extent of its effectual Action may be laijgcljr mod- 
ified, 

It ia therefore an enormous n&n ttqvlivr to 
deduce a universal present ond practical freedom 
for all mankind from the fundamental principle 
of equal human rights; because nature Las sub- 
jected this, like all other rules, tu her own laws 
of limitation. Thus, an individual may be sub- 
ordinated to control, yet you do not thereby de- 
stroy his natural equality any more than you can 
annihilate gravity oy lifting a pebble from the 
brook, or by raising some ponderous block of 
marble to the height of a monument. 

What, then, are the natural laws of limitation 
imposed on the great principle of human equality? 
Consider the examples of a restraint on personal 
liberty, which are always, and by all men, regard- 
ed OS just— the case of the child, and that of an 
individual non conspoa mtntis. Here the entire 
legitimacy of a subordination to superior and con- 
trolling authority ia as completely indisputable 
as any law of nature or society . However, it be- 
comes necessary to analyze the instances, in order 
to detect the rational prmciplc common lo all the 
facta; because the law of subjection, like Uiac of 
equality, and like all other laws, must have ili 
liinilation too. 

Now, upon examinatton, you find the principle 
of these conceded cases to be this: the right of 
the parent, and of the guardian, whether of the 
minor or the lunatic, lo direct the actions of the 
individuals subjected to restraint, for the double 
urpose of good to the latter, and to prevent their 
oing injury to others. Neverllicless, it is per- 
fectly manifest that this undoubted limitation upon 
the right to freedom does not subvert the general 
principle. The natural equality remains dormoni, 
like electricity in a state of repose, or as the law- 
yers would saj;, in abeyance, until the occasion 
shall occur for its perfect development. 

Another inference follows, that the law of equal- 
ity has always some vigor. The lunatic has still 
the right to all th6 liberty he may be capable of 
enjoying, to the rtmedieSof a speedy curs if pos- 
sible, and to the restoration of freedom vniea 
cured. The child has also the right to as much 
liberty aa may be consistent with the apedal cir- 
cumstances, and to the proper culture aa a prep- 
aration for ultimate aeU-contrcd at the period of 
ma{ority. 

r pass on to anothe)- inslahce of lentlmate 
restraint in aftcOrdhhce wiih the lawof nature— I 
mean the state of captivity in a lawful war; for 
it never can be adinilted that an unjust war can 
give any description of human rights. War is 
the necessanr and logical conseqtienee of the ewaX 
principle of human equality. If an individual 
assaults me to take away my e^ual rights, nature 
impels me not to concede his superiority — to 
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reauiaite for my own defense. Hence the nftturtU 
rie'tit of war. aa the inevitable corollary of equal 
natural rights. The same i« true of nations. 

Rut as all war ia undertaken for the sake of 
jltimaEe peace, it can only be terminated by con- 
lacai; that is to say, by Killing or capturing the 
:ocmy. Captivity, however, la a condition of 
restraint, as the natural liberty of the captive 
nuBt be sameoted to tbt will w hii conqueror, 
iiere, then, i* uiother ca«e in which the law of 
•quality is dearly limited by the force of a prin- 
uple, evolTcd out of tu own action, and equally 
latural, neceosary, and universal with itself. 

But has the conqueror a right to enslave bis 
laptive? Justinian eays, " Yes — because he has 
he right to kill him.'* Blackstone objects, *'No — 
lecause he hoJi not the right to kill him." Aji 
ater writers have shown, neither of those ^nii- 
lent legal masters analyzed the problem to its 
iroperaepUi. Forwhat is thecase? Captivity, 
lud what i« captivity ? A slate of restraint; that 
s, a condi^on of slavery so long as it may last. 
i-Ience, the true question does not concern the 
nere fact of the slavery, as that is implied in the 
'act of captivity, which results from the right of 
var, OB the latter itself does from the natural prin- 
iple of equality. Therefore, the only possible 
iroblem in the case relates, not to the existence, 
•ut to the perpetuation of this captivity, of this 
lavery ntb nude, of this undoubted jtu belli, as 
.n incident of natural law. The fundamental 
lueation is» may the captivity endure for life? If 
o, it becomes periect slaverr. 

Now, it follow* from all tne foregoing princi- 
)1e8, and from the jeal law of equably, that the 
aptivity may continue so long as the circum- 
tancGS shall exist which produced and justified 
be fact, but not a day longer — unless indeed some 
■ther natural law should interveoe to perpetuate 
he eame, or similar limitations on the BUurai 
ight of liberty. 

But may those circumstances which warrant the 
aae of captivity continue for the hfe of the cap- 
ive, and even survive him to bind bis posterity) 

l^et me state an example. Suppoae two tnbes 
D occupy adjacent temtories, the one peaceable 
nd industrious, the other aggressive and sav- 
ge; or conceive them to differ in any manner 
whatever so as to involve them in a bloody series 
f almost incessant worst suppose them to meet 
t last on some teirihle field oi battle, when one 
verpowers (ha other, and lakea a hundred thou- 
onu prisoners: are the Tieton under a natural 
bligation to release their captivm? Suppose it 
3 have been demonstrated, oy a long and terri- 
le experience, that such an act of seeming clem- 
ncy would, in reality, be one of the greatest 
ruelty to both the conauerors and the captives; 
hat it would endanger tne society of the victors, 
enew the war, and render it etenial: would you 
till insist on the right of the vanquished to ares- 
oration of their liberty? The answer results 
like from the principle of equality and from its 
(iaincorollary,thatlawofself-preMmtion with- 
'Dt which the first voald be or no avail— that in 
he case poatulated, the victors would have the 
latural right to keep the vanquished in a state of 
aptivity, so long as the danger to be apprehended 
rom their liberation might endure. But this 
irould necessarily be a condition of slavery; for 
he captives must have food and clothing, and 
herefors they must labor; and as the danger to 
he conquerors denies the possibility of their 
ireaent liberation, it results tnat they must labor 
lader the direeiioa of individual or collective 
naaters. They must becons personal daves, or 
« reduced still lower to tlw coadtlion of a eorie. 
t ia by a somewhat similar process of reasoning 
hat iJocke deduces bis grand conclusion, affirm- 
Dg slavery, in a strict sense, to be acontinuance 
<f the state of war between the conqueror and 
lis captive, as a logical consequence from the 
vinciple of et^uiUily. 

Examine this case. Suppwe a people so bar- 
ttrous that they neither will tabor nor Ut other* 
obor, but subsist entirely bv the speils of inces- 
ant ¥rar, robbery^ and muraer. Suppose that no 
ruoa or treaty can bind their ftilh, no kiadness 
■me their ferocious instincts, no chastisement 
Auipel them to be quiet, Suppoae they devour 
heir prisoners, always refuse quarter to their 



boring territories to a howling desert of wild 
beasts, where nothing would remain of humanity 
but the bones of the unburied dead. Now, would 
not the great principle which I have so often in- 
voked justify any nation menaced by such sav- 
ages in the cutting of ihem down— in their utter 
extermuiaiion? Much more, then, would that 
nation have the natural right to moke them slaves, 
if such a mild method would be adequate to the 
danger. Nor can any one controvert this inference 
without the absolute negation of all natural eqoal- 
ity in human rights; for, I repeat again, a right 
is utterly worthless and self-contradictory, unless 
it implies a corresponding power for its preser- 
vation. 

Here, therefore, we find another case of limit- 
ation imposed on the principle of liberty, by its 
coiijunction with a different but equally authori- 
tative natural law. And here, beyond all ques- 
tion, we find a slavery as humane as it is just. 

But where, under these circumstances, is the 
natural equality of the sUtve? It is in the same 
state as tnat of the child, the ward, the person 
turn eoii^wa imntia — dormant, abeyant, subordin- 
ated by .the limitation of another natural law. 

But are the natural rights of the slave wholly 
dormant — altogether expectant? I answer, no. 
In the same manner as the child, or ^e lunatic, 
he has a right to all the liberty — to all the devel- 
opment, which may be consiatent with the limit- 
ations of hie special condition, under the opera- 
tion of the other natural laws. The ineOhble fire 
kindled by the breath of God — the undying ray 
of humanity atill aparkles in the depths m his 
bosom — still strugglea to emerge from the bolts 
and bare of accident that confine it, to beam in 
the effulgenoe of ide* and act, to glow in all the 
grandeur of freedom. 

The man, like the child, like the insane, has 
been made a slave, because he was not qualified 
for the exercise of his natural liberty; or tMcause 
the exercise was dangerous tn both himself and 
others. Such was the origin, and such is the only 
rational principle which can ever, under any cir- 
cumstances, justify slavery. 

It results, from ul the foregoing considerations, 
that the state of slavery, in any given instance, 
may continue until the ^vea ahal] be fitted for 
freedom without detriment to themselves, or dan- 
ger to others; and that in the mean time they must 
be entitled toevery species of development which 
may be compatible with the lawful restraints of 
their condition. *' What!'* exclaims the indig- 
nant philanthropist, *' would you expect to edu- 
cate men for ultimate liberty by long centuries of 
dreary toil under the ' merciless scourge of the 
task-master?" Ah! my impatient friend, it is 
indeed hard; it ia terrible — ^like death, like judg- 
ment, like the ouina of empire, 'or the wreck of 
whole nations. But can I help it; or canstthou ? 
1 1 is a law of the eternal mystery of myateriea— 
as irreversible as those of life, light, ana gravity. 
For it waa thus, and not otherwise, that your 
ancestors and mine toiled, and were tortured a 
thousand years ago — I know not if it may not 
have been a hundred thousand. " Qod is patient, 
because everlasting," said the most eloquent yet 
the most mournfufof the Christian Fatners; or, 
as the mystic Emerson hath it, "He works in 
vast segments of eternity, where the Alps and 
Andea come and golikerainbowa." Providence 
never hurries. He builds the cora! reef by sacri- 
ficing the lives of tiny insects — counting each life 
worUi only a grain of marble; it takes perhaps a 
hundred tedious centuries for the first gray pillar 
to surmount Uie ocean's foam i but that rode shall 
defy the -Burf and the storm till the roar of the 
fiaiQ fire. We must all wait for God; when bia 
work is done, it is well done. 

But, recurring to the dry details of the argu- 
ment, it may be objected that the two hut of the 
cases which I have stated to illustrate the origin 
and principle of slavery are purely hypotheti«d. 

On the contrary, allenlightenedaut}u>ritie8,such 
as Comte, Niebuhr, Hallara, and Gibbon, agree 
in the statement that the historical nations mode 
their first appearance in the annals of the world 
as Fetioh-worshipem and cannibals, addietad to 
uDceaMng wars* until they estaUished the insti- 
tution of slavery. Eved our boasted German and 
Celtic anoestors were once as great sBvafeaasUM 
tiibM of. Afhoatoa and Dahomey. 



Ho. er 'Run. 



Such waa the early history of all nations, with 
the excepiion of the Jews, whose primary mono* 
theism can only be accounted fbr by the aasump* 
tion of a supernatural interposition. Bverywbaes 
else war reigned, the Uood of human saerifiees 
streamed on the milDMary altars of the gross 
Fetich-world, and man devoured man as he now 
devours the inferior animals. That was the 
vicious eirele of indescribable horrors in which 
bumanilr must have turned forever, or until ths 
earth ban become utterly depopulated, hod nottbs 
provision of anothernatural law opened the avenus 
of escape for the species; and that provision wm 
slavery. Instead of destroying his captive foe» 
the conquerer compelled him to a life of labor. 
Thus slavery was the first school eslabliahed for 
civilization, as it was the first which could pos- 
sibly have been either conceived or instituteu. 

Interrogate the facts. All experience shows 
that savage man will never devote himself to a 
condition of regular toil without the stern pres- 
sors of superior compulsion. But without r^lar 
toil the world must remain an eternal 'desert. 
Then , just here, in the most awful hour of human 
destiny, the iron logic of war intervened with iw 
natural right of capuvity,and prescribed the rem- 
edial institution of involuntary servitude. Day^ 
light broke on the block night of ages. Th9 ax 
pierced the forest, and let in the sun. Cities 
sprang up on the plain, and temple and fortress 
crowned the brow of the mountain. 

In the mean time, the masters, by the toil of 
others, acquired the means of extending their 
conquests. Petty forays grew into the grand 
proportions of organized war; and savage tribes 
swelled into powerful empires. It was the labor 
of the slaves which instituted and aupported sci- 
ence, art, religion, government, every fact of 
incipient civilization. This waa the gain of the 
conquerors^ But whatdid the barbarian captivea 

f:ain > Infinitely more than all the rest. They 
earned the habit of steady toil, the lesson of sub- 
ordination to authority, the beauty of obedience 
to law ; in short, tbe greatest of all arte , the sover- 
eign art of Buataining and oontrotting themselves, 
in order, at last) to control the wond. Do you 
call thisnothiiu^— toedneateandthoroughlytrain 
an ignorant, i&, noked, sanguinary avraga to 
work? 

Do not accuse me of exaggeration, for I go no 
further than all the best scientific bislorians and 
the most recent political philoBOf>hera. Thus* 
Comte says; 

" The two peat olnieeti of tbe taiMilHtlon nf peiPonsl 
bondase were : llnl, tbe leaving scope to miliiorr activity 
tin the accoraplistunenlorits«tub; and i>ecoadly,ttie pro- 
vision oi* Industrial training tn thfl mam of men to whose 
nature toil wo* repupuuit. The moreweeoDtlderilMoil. 
Kinal aversion oC our nature to repilar and stisUuned (oU, 
the more we ahaJI be couvlnted that ilavaiiy opened the 
only general Issue fbr the Indnnrial development of tiumna- 
liy, and the better we riioll see how labor, accepted ai Aral 
aa tlia ranaoin of lifit, bacaagie aftervanlii the principle of 
eoiiuicipaUoa. Thmit it waa lAat ancient slavery grew to 
tie, in relation to human proftrcss, an indispensable meana 
of genera] education wblcti coald not have been otherwise 
supplied, while It was, at the same thne, a merely neces- 
Bsiy coBdiUoa of apedal develepment." 

Such ie the philosophical explanation of one 
among the most bitter European opponents of 
modem servitude. Nevertheless, he was not pre- 
iudiced or silly enough to ignore a fuadamentsl 
law of human nature and social progress. 

And now the great problem of the age is fairiy 

S resented: Can African slavery, in the United 
tates, be justified as a maUer of natural right 
upon any or all of the principles which we have 
previously seen established? I answer in tho 
affirmative, and will h«Hen to ofihr the most con-, 
clusivaproofii. But I shaQ strive not to trite with 
your common sense, nor torture your humanity, 
by the usual stupid fallacies urged in the heat of 
partisan debate. I will not say that involuntary 
servitude is right or beneficial in America, because 
ilhasexjeted in every other nation; for a terrible 
reply might be hurted back against the deceptiv» 
argument: that every nation in which slavery wsft 
ever instituted, and notafterwords abolished, ba» 
retr<^raded towards the savage state, or fallen into 
utter ruin. I have before condemned all aneh 
eroas generalizations from hiltory as cannot bs 
dedneed according to the rational principles of 
human nature. 
To pass an enlightened judgment on the quss- 
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connideriitinn of two things— iU origin uid ita 
pn-'scnt cnndition. Understand me, I do not 
a&sert, with (he Abolitionist, that an institution 
wro)i!>; ill the outact must remain Torever wrong; 
foraiirli itn assumption would altogether ignore 
the power of pre^nption, the validity of 
subarrjuent conseiii, and the entire intervention 
of otlii<r naturtti laws developed graduallv in the 
lanse of centuries. Nor do I concur with those 
wlio postulate the absurdity, that a social form 
right in its inception must be always right, for if 
so, the child must become the lifeHMrrant of the 
parent, while the lunatic never should be released 
Kom the asylum, whatever perfection of sanity 
he might attain. Such reasonei* forget the ex- 
istence of tlie great innovator, of that sovereign 
radical, Time, whose mysterious force, noiseless 
as the full of dew, yet almightv as the strength 
of attraction, changes everytning over which 
passes the shadow of his viewless wing. 

But still, the origin of a general fact must be 
allowed to throw, not unfVequentlv, an important 
light on its subsequent history. What, then, was 
the origin of slavery in America, and was that 
oriein right or wrongful? Whence did it come, 
ana how was it characterized ? Was it that atro- 
cious outrage against humanity — that unpardon- 
able violation of justice and equal rights, which 
its adversaries so loudly allege? Or did it, on the 
contrary, fully accord with the law of nature and 
the principles of Christian charity? 

To determine the problem after a rational 
method, the social condition of the African na- 
tions must be carefully considered. What grade 
do they occupy in the successive sti^s of human 
development, as analyzed by thegeniusof Comte? 
There can b« no debate about the answer; all 
books of African travels prove that the various 
tribes are either fetich-worshipers, or gross polv- 
iheists, even those who have been ^maturely 
forced under the yoke of Mohammedan mono- 
theism, without the capacity to comprehend its 
ideas. They ail live in a state of incessant war 
against each other, and some of them are reported 
to be still brutal cannibals. Therefore, transport 
the miestion from the United States into the heart 
of African society — are these mutually destroying 
tribes justified in reducing each other to slavery? 
I have already shown in the cases formerly sup- 
posed and demonstrated, that they possess this 
right of aabjugatlon aa a consequence of the prin- 
ciple of human equality — the great natural axiom 
asserted by JefTeraon. For no peace can ever be 
established in Africa until some one nation shall 
become suHicicnily powerful to conijuer and en- 
slave all the rest. It was so in Asia, and so in 
Europe. If slavery could be immsdiately abol- 
ished by any premature revolution among '.he 
African barbarians, the moat bloody cannibalism 
would soon prevail over the entire continent; be- 
cause, like all savages, the negro will not toil for 
himself, or for others, without physical compul- 
sion. Hence, repeal the uaage of servitude, and 
their only resource, apart from the spontaneous 
fruits of the burning elimaie, will be to devour 
their cnptivea of war. Therefore, beyond the 
possibility of a doubt, the forced labor of bond- 
age Is not wrongful among the native negroes; 
■mce even the utmost rigor of the law of nature, 
when only two alternatives are presented, muai. 
always prefer the less evil to the greater— slavery 
to aasasai nation and cannibalism. Accordinely, 
we find in Africa that three fourths of the whole 
population are slaves. Park says that hirsd ser- 
vants are altogether unknown. 

Therefore, the question is fairiy presented, had 
th« European trader the right to purchase the 
slaves that the African master had the lawful 
authority to sell? An affirmative answer follows 
with absolute certainty; because the right of sale 
and that of purchase stand on the sama ntional 
principle in Doth bw and common sense, as they 
are corresponding incidenU of the right of prop- 
erty itself. Ana hence, it results that American 
slavery was instituted in the moral rules of nature 
and a just equality. Nevertheless, for myself, 
if the matter were ret novm, I should object to the 
establishment of AfVican slavery, as 1 do now 
olijeet to the revival of the stave trade, not on 
account of any wrong inflicted on the negroes — 
for as to them the transfer of bondage must be 
rscudod ia the light of huwuiity u the greatest 



possible blessing — but because it has introduced 
mtb the heart of our society such an enormous 
antagonism of races. However, the true question 
relates to the present condition of involuntary 
servitude; for by the general law of equality the 
bondmen must be entitled to their liberty when- 
ever the causa of the original limitation on their 
oaturalfreedomceaaestooperate. Cusante roliene 
I^ps, eaut ipia lex; for I reject with abhorrence 
the argument of mere expediency, that tyrant's 

Flea since the world began to revolve in space, 
disown the superficial logic of the extreme 
southern school, which attempts to ^ound Uie 
institution of slavenr on Bentham's axiom of 
the greatest good. I deny that any Qovernment 
on me globe has the legitimate power of such a 
frightful despotism to control all the actions of a 
human being for even his individual happiness. 
I declare the doctrine utterly inconsistent witk 
any form of constitutional liberty. 

What, then, is the true rule of limitation on 
human rights in nature and in society? That 
every man is entitled to the full enjoyment of his 
liberty, to be developed at his own pleasure, so 
long as the exercise of that liberty shall not be 
ruinous to himself, or dangerous to tke rights of 
others. On the other hand, it is a logicafeonse- 

Suenee, flowing out of the terms of this definition, 
lat natural liberty may be reatrained whenever 
it shall become dangerous to the individual him- 
self, or to society. 

And this brings us to the great practical inquiry : 
could the African bondmen of the South b« im- 
mediately lilwrated, without cruel detriment to 
themselves and fearful danger to southern society? 
I believe every mind acquainted at all with the 
circumstances will respond iieariy iD4he negative; 
and the reasons for such a jodgmentaeem eogeni 
and conelusive. 

In the first placs, all must concede, who know 
anything of the subject, that an immense major- 
ity of the negroes will not work unless under the 
pressure of physical compulsion. Then, what 
follows? If they will not work, they must sub- 
sist by theA, rapine, or be^^ary; and hence the 
primary effect of a present emancipation would 
involve the country in terrific outrages of crime 
and disorder, and very soon in exterminating 
civil strife. The mournful history of depopula- 
tion in tho West India Islands would be repro- 
duced, and the sunny land of the great worid* 
staples would soon become an empire of barbarous 
blacks. 

The fact that the negroes will not apply them- 
selves to voluntary toil, is charactenstic of all 
racesemei|^ngoutof the conditions of savage life. 
Thns,fortwenty centuries before Christ, and ages 
afterwards, most European populations were sab- 

i'ected to the stetn tuition of bondage, so difficult 
as the lesson always proved to learn the love of 
work. 

But, as I have already sud, the negation of 
labor is the affirmation of robbery and perpetual 
war. Therefore, the natural law of se]f-preser> 
vation justifies the present continuance of African 
slavery until the aiaves shall develop a different 
and higher character; in short, untu they shall 
evince the competence to enjoy the boon of lib- 
erty without endangering the lives and liberties 
of others. Moreover, immediate monnmission 
would effect an irreparable injury to another great 
natural right, and one of equipollent force and 
authority with the law of freedom from which it 
springs. I mean the inviolable rightof property. 
What, (hen, is the origin of any property? I 
answer, natural equality. But how? What is 
the rule of deduction ? We owe the solution to 
Lodte, the Puritan, that profound master in the 
rational science of equal political and social rights. 
Now, Uie proposition is self-evident, that if I nave 
the riffht to my own personal power, then I must 
have Die same right to eTervthing v^ieh that per- 
sonal power can create. But what can it create? 
It can, by mixing its labor with the inanimate and 
animal world,' create value, wealth, property. 
The fish has no value Jis it swims in the flood, 
nor the deer as it runs wild in the forest, nor the 
soil of the earth until it has been inclosed within 
the fence, or turned up by the plow and spade. 
Hence, the effect of labor Is the creation of valu'e; 
hence, the creator has a right to his products; and 
hence, the natural right of property as a conse- 



quence of the universal e<iuality; for as all men 
are equal in respect to their natural rights, there- 
fore no man can take away ilic producu of my 
power any more than he would be justified in 
taking away the very power itself. Therefore, 
all the gold I can grasp is mine, as much so as 
the hand that creates or counts it. And this right 
of property implies the right to sell, exchange, 
invest — togrowrich if I desire or can. Suppose, 
tfien, that I have toiled half a lifetime, ano have 
settled the value in a farm and slaves, can any 
human law take away the slaves any more than 
the farm without the most flagitious robbery ? 

Hence the conclusion is incontrovertible that 
the right of property is a logical consequence of, 
and equally sacred with, the principle of natural 
liberty. 

Now let us concede hypothetieally that the 
slave, by virtue of his equality, is even entitled 
to his immediate freedom: the owner is equally 
entitled to the value created bv his individual per- 
sonal power, which value he nas already invested 
in the slave as a purchase. In saeh a case then; 
would be presentedaconflict between two natural 
rights — the right of liberty and the right of pn^ 
erty. Such a conflict of prittciplea happens ociea- 
sionally everywhere, in tne material world as weQ 
as in the sphere of morals and that of society. 
But how can this conflict be adjusted ? Human 
reason, as developed in the universal law of 
nations, has preacnbed the rule, that the concrete 
state of the existing facts shall remain in eqnilArit 
without change; or to use the language of the 
civil law, " in part cstus poutMor potior h^keri 
debet. " Suppose, then, that the negroes were now 
competent to exercise their actual rights: what 
would be the demand of imperative justice ? That 
the Oovernment which has sanctioned these great 
accumulations in this species of property should 

Erovide adequate compensation for the owners, 
efore touching the question of liberation. And 
England did herself immortal honor by the reeo^ 
nition of this sacred principle of property in her 
scheme of West Indian emancipation. 

From all tho foregoing principles, I may now 
draw the general deducuon that the htw of nature 
and justice, with the additional sanction of die 
highest humanity, still imposes its rigorous limit- 
auons upon the liberty of the African aiaves. Ehit 
ths question of shtvery must undergo the criti- 
cism of another natural rule before tt can stand 
completely justified at the tribunal of impartial 
reason; for the law of slavery, too, has its own 
impassable limitations. The slave is also a man, 
and must always be entitled t9 every right not 
incompatible with his situation. How, then, does 
the actual case agree with this axiom of eternal 
justice ? On a cursory inspection, the institution 
might seem even sadly deficient by contrast with 
the slate of servitude in the Grecian and Romaa 
world, where the bondmen were allowed the op- 
portunities of a large intellectual development, 
and a modified form of family relations; while 
with us both of these are precluded. 

What shall be said, thenf Are we, as a people, 
lees liberal, humane, or polished, than the Pagans 
of Athens, and republican or imperial Rome ? It 
can not be so decided without considering the 
different circumstances of antique and modem 
slavery. In former days it was tlie universal rule, 
and conformable to the ideas of all mankind; but 
now it is the exception, continually pressed more 
and more by the invasion of hostile opinion. Then 
there was no escape; for into whatever region of 
the earth the bondman fled, he was sure of bein;- 
instantly reduced to the servile grade; he never 
could hope, save by the indulgence of his master, 
to shake off the cankering links of his old chain 
Now, wherever the f\igtUve can find his way be- 
rond the limits of ths slave States, ten thousaiKt 
bands are esjKrly stretched forth to lender him 
aid and eomrort. 

In Athens and Rome there was no adverse lit- 
erature to poison the mind of the slave against 
his master. Tlie drama, poetry, the arts, ethics, 
everything favored the perpetuity of that common 
domestic relation. Even thehumaneCicerD,and 
AulusGelliuB,in their definition of the word servi. 
comorehended mules and horses with bondmen. 
In America the focu are all reversed. Every 
European book, every northern pamphlet, nav. 
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fidelity of the alave; for.even to defend the insti- 
tution in his hearing, is to let him know that it 
has been aBsailed, that the powers of ihoueht and 
sentiment in nearly the whole modern world have 
coiilesced in a fierce crusade for its overthrow. 

Suppose, then, that the southern planter wishes 
to instruct hia serrants in the nidimenta of learn- 
ing: can he do so without incurring immediate 
and mortal danger ? Would not the act create and 
arm a deadly enemy in the bosom of hia own 
family? For the first printed matter which might 
be presented to the new scholar would likely con- 
tain a fiery exhort;.tion to rise and cut hia bene> 
factor's throat, to fire the roof above his head, 
and murder his wife and children, i It is there- 
fore too plain for ailment, that the prohibition 
Kainet the intellectual culture of the southern 
suives, shocking as it looks to the sight of hu- 
manity', is completely justified by the law of 
nature' upon the principle of a stem necessity. 

On this point, how calm, just, and generous, is 
the opinion of Chancellor Kent: 

" The freat prineipla of Relf-preservailon doiibtlen de- 
mitnili, onthe partof tlie wblie population dwelling in the 
raidn of aacta combUBtiMe nuterials, anceaalnz v^ilance 
and nnnnes»i as well u uniform kindnen and taamanity. 
The evil« or domaMlc alavei; aro IneviiabRi, bat the r«- 
sponaibiliiy doea not rest upon Uie preient generation, to 
whom the InstttudOD deaceaded by inheritance, provided 
ibejr have endeavored, by all raaaonable meaoa, to airast or 
miUiata the evU."— 9 C tmmmUrU*, p. 354. 

However, tf the northern States would strictly 
perform their constitntional duty in the prompt 
and universal rendition of fVigitives from service, 
the case would be dilTerent, If the slave knew 
that the instant his foot touched the soil of free 
territory he must be arrested, thrown into prison, 
and finally returned to his owner, there would 
neither be the motive northe possibility of escape-, 
and hence there could no longer be any reason for 
that harsh restriction, now required by circum- 
stances, against his full intellectual development. 

I call upon the mistaken philanthropist to be- 
hold and admire his own wild work. Every 
ineendiarr pamphlet which yoa send into the 
cotton-fields of Carolina or Mississippi must pre- 
vent hundreds of thousands from ever learnii^ 
the letters of the aiphabet; while the very free- 
dom of every single fugitive whom your arts suc- 
ceed in delivering from the power of a master, 
adds another anaheavier lintc Jp every chain of 
the three millions and a half which the runaway 
has left behind him. Therefore, if you have any 
practical sympathy for the slaves— any pitjr for 
the immense multitude of little children who, 
through your fht|fauiterftrenee , will never be able 
to peruse the woW>f Gh)d— if you do not deaire 
to see the colored race kept in eternal bondage, 
or utterly swept from the face of the earth in some 
remorseless insurrection — I would beseech yon to 
[ittu8c,and consider the natural ^ects of your ill- 
timed and injurious agitation. 

But there has been ui^d against southern 
slavery the fhr graver charge that it affords no 
legal sanction to servile marriages; and for this 
defect I can ima^ne no pretext or shadow of 
excuse. Hence, in this particular, both justice 
and humanity call for an enlightened reform. 
As the first step in the process of amelioration, 
the law should cease to [Mirt kindred bondmen by 
the act of judicial executions, and thus the slaves 
would become gradually indivisible from the fam- 
ilies of their owners, so as to prevent the separa' 
tion of near relations. And if the South could be 
let alone, this just and humane measure would 
soon be adopted. 

Now, as the general result of a correct analy- 
sis in reference to fundamental political doctrines, 
we have obtained these consequences: 1. The 
nnasaailable validity of Jefferson's grand postu- 
late as to the equality of all men. 3. The cor- 
temonding justice of the existing African slavery. 
3, The necessity of reforming toe institution. 

If these conclusions be legitimate, one may 
well be astontahed at the vast divergence of our 
leading political sects from the luminous path of 
scientific social truth. The first inference is de- 
nied by the new lights of Democracy; Uie second 
by the Abolitionists; and the third by a recent 
•chool of southern ethnologists. 

The last mentioned politicians oppose every 
raggestion of amendment in the present condition 
of Mvery by tuging the imposubility of any im- 



provement fVoni the innate and eternal inferiority 
of the negro race. In support of this gross mate- 
rial hypothesis, thev reiterate ad natueont — and it 
is all they have to allege — the undoubted fact that 
the Africans have been in a low state of intel- 
lectual and social development for some five thou- 
sand Tears or more. However, bjr a singular 
logical contradiction, the very same theoriBts hold 
the indefinite antiquity of all the races — that man 
has existed on the earth some ten thousand cen- 
turies. Indeed, both historical And geological data 
seem to show an almost untmaginaole remoteness 
for the origin of human kind. 

But if it consumed all these measureless ages 
of the past to develop the first germs of German 
and Celtic civilization, why may not the charity 
of a generous philosophy concede a few additional 
cycles of revolving time for the educational training 
of the negro nationality, especially when we re- 
member the powerful counteraction of the burning 
zone where tM process is going on ? For the 
annals of the world present the most ample testi- 
mony that the peoples first arriving on the stage 
of history are not always those destined to play 
the moat brilliant parts. The productions of 
nature that attain maturity the earliest arc seldom 
the most interesting or durable. 

In fine, all dogmatic assertion in relation to 
hypothetical facts, so distant from the sphere of 
observation and experiment, seem as worthless 
to the statesman as they must perhaps alwavs 
remain dubious to the man or science. Tne 
negroes have demonstrated the susceptibility for 
an increasing elevation, however slow the move- 
ment, and that is sufiicientto commend their case 
to the juatice and sympathy of an enlightened and 
liberalhumantty. 

But what must be the erand instrumental agent 
of their preparation for the state of liberty ? All 
history answers — labor, Nothing, even material, 
is fit for use until it has been changed by labor. 
The marble must be smitten with many akard blow 
by chisel and hammer before it forma the pillar 
of the royal palacc.or stands the memorial ofsome 
undying name. The iron must glow and hiss in 
the fiery tortures of the forge, ere it can acquire 
strength and consistency for the aervice of the 
induBtrial arts. The earth must groan beneath 
the plowshare, in order to smile in the emerald 
wind-ripples of the meadow, or laugh outright in 
the green rustling corn. The wild horse must be 
tamed with spur and bridle before he will move 
in the harness, or chai^ with the squadrons on 
the great day of battle. It is the aame with tlie 
human individual. Every single facalty must 
toiI,strug^le,agonizefbrdeTeIopment. The brain 
must be tortured with doubt, and the heart cru- 
cified with the pongs of love, rage, and despair. 
Nor has the species a different destiny. This, 
war, like a wild beast must tear, and strew the 
bleeding remains of nations over land and sea. 
Then slavery comes, that pitiless step-mother of 
fbture fVeedom, and with chains and scourges 
bows all humanity in the dust, lashes it to end- 
less labors, compels it to the conquest of nature. 
Alas ! poor humanity — like Christ, it has its pas- 
sion too, and must not shrink from the eternal, 
the monmfiil mystery of the cross. Every race, 
by turns, must wear its crown of thorns — must 
fai^t, yet still climb the toilsome steep of Calvary. 
Without that there can be no redemption from 
barbarism. 

But it is objected that even the organs of the 
n^ro brain exhibit a striking inferiority to those 
of the European, and the question is then inter- 
posed- with an air of scornful triumph, " By 
what means can such an organic defect be modi- 
fied or amended ?" I answer, by a slow evolution 
of improvement transmitted from parents to pos- 
terity ;hylongcenturies ofincesaant activity, such 
as take place in all the ^at natural changes of 
the universe. This opinion, "ErBt urged to exag- 
geration by Lamarck, is confirmed within its true 
limits by Comic, who expressly asserts, *' The 
necessary influence of a homogeneous and con- 
tinuous exercise in producing, in every animal 
oi^anism, and especially in man, an or^nic im- 
provement, susceptible of being establisbed in 
the race after a sufficient persistence." "No," 
replies Dr. Nott, " because the brain never grows 
any larger." "Diat may be so, doctor, but can 
you swear that th« quality of the bimin never 



improves? Do not our American negroes already 
display some token of superiority over their bar- 
barous brethren of Africa > 

Equally condemned by the spirit of a pmdent 
poliucal science is the impracticable sciit'iiie of 
ultra abolition, which would annul the law of 
slavery before the ages have prepared the wuyj 
because it is a general principle of the universe 
that all Budden and violent changes are as in- 
effectual for good as they are prolific in evil. 
Eveiywhere and always slavery has been abol- 
ished gradually; and the first step towards the 
consummation, as Comte so fulU demon strntes, 
has uniformly been the condition of serfage, 
which, by fixing the bondman to the soil of a 
particular home, gives him the natural right of 
marriage, and prevents the disanlution of those 
tender and powerful ties which grow out of the 
family relation. When Bc<fage has once been 
established, a thousand causes will concur in tlia 
progressive elevation of the institution to a state 
of perfect freedom. In some cases, it pasues 
throueh the transition stage of feudal vassuhige, 
but the course of development in normal cases 
is always noiseless — nearly Imperceptible as ihe 
operation of the great and everlasting natural 
forces. Nor could it well be otherwise; for wlion 
any institution has become intimately blended 
with the whole organism of society, its instant- 
aneous extinction musleffect the moat dWeierioua 
social and political perturbations; yet, although 
the onward march of civilization is silent and 
tedious, it seems to be inevitable for all thyg^ces 
alike. The operation of a cause the Ieasn^>pre- 
ciable produces results of incalculable magmtu4^ 
in the long lapse of endless years; 

" For I doabt not tlirough tli« ages. 
One iacreeainf purpoM ruua. 
And the tbougbia of men are vriimud 
By the proceia of tlia auna.'* 

It is my firm and pleasing persuasion that the 
entire race of man will ultimately attain the height 
of a desdny inooneeivdjly exalted and glorious. 
Standine on the shore of the great historic river 
that rolls throughout the ages, I behold the cur- 
rent winding away incessantly; sometimes lost In 
shadow orenveloped in storm, then dashing again 
in the sunlight, or singing among green fiiTds and 
jeweled islands, or rushing down awful cataracta 
that woke the world with uieir thunder, or ingulf 
mighty empires in their vortex — but always re- 
turning ana tending to the point forever receding, 
yet ever receding more slowly, while the stream 
increases its speed forever; and that point is the 
ultimate equality and liberty of man. Yet no 
sagacity, no science, no philosopby, can enable 
human reason to predict tne happy day when that 
CTand river of social progress, descending from 
tne heights of a time without beginning, shall 
mingle all its many waters in the immeasurable 
sea of a common brotherhood, which shall be 
without any end. The light of the golden star, 
created in the highest heaven to witness that hour 
of promise, may still have counilcss ages of its 

Crney to perform before it shall beam on tlie 
uty of such a dawn. In the meanwhile, this 

Cious Union may be rent asunder by the mad 
ds of folly and ignorance and wild delusion. 
Our fine American race may become barbarous 
through low amalgamations; nay, the very mar- 
ble uf these pillars around us, broken up amidst 
the horrors of infernal savage war, may crumble 
into atoms, centuries before the daybreak of free- 
dom's millennial morning. Nor could any thine 
produce or accelerate such a catastrophe with 
more infallible certainty than every interference 
with the natural order of human development in 
its variation as to the different races. 

In concluding this first divisiou of the general 
argument, I would briefly characterize the spe- 
cific difference of the negro nationality as being 
that of a race in diUdhood. The African exbibits 
all the simplicity, credulity, and unreflecting in- 
stincts of the child, witli a nature as little com- 
plicated and as easily analyzed. He has all the 
child's lore of toys and of goi^ous colors; its 
affection for animals; its wonder at everything 
strange or novel; in short, its inherent tendency 
to the fetich-worship of all natural forces and 
phenomena. The celebrated Lander, though 
slightly given to philosophizing, remarked this 
■i^iificant poiotofresemolanctvar ''"^ — - ' 
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the negro kings and queen* u "grown-up chil- 
dren." And from thia one circumstance, I infer 
the presenl neceBsiljr of African slarery, aa well 
u the dutiea of justice and humanity which we, 
as a mora advanced people, are under obligation 
to render that infant and undeveloped race. 

There remains, howeTcr, for examination, the 
antagonism of two opposite -political doctrines 
of a character atill more fundamental than any 
M ret subjected to losica) eriUcisin. 

The first of these which I shall examine is 
the one originated in Mr, Calhoun's celebrated 
Treatise on Government, and which, from the 
crystal clearned of the author's style, has at- 
tained a popularity as unprecedented as I am 
compelled to deem it pernicious; although the 
tints of thought tha| betoken a powerful logical 
genius are apparent in the entire production. 

But unfortunately, Mr. Calhoun adopted with- 
out analysis the political postulate of Hobbes 
and Spinosa; and therefore the more closely he 
adhered to the rigorous laws of dednetion* the 
more erroneous as well as dangerous his infer- 
ences must necessarily become. 

What, then, was the supposed axiomatic prin- 
ciple of human nature specious enough to seduce 
the concurrent assent of thres such philosophic 
minds as Hobbes, Spinosa, and Calhoun? Tha 
answer slMtds embodied in one word — self-in- 
terest. 

It is true, in a single paragraph on his first 
page, Mr. Cidhoun seems to follow Grotius in 
aerivi^ the primary inception of communities 
ftonMfivaoeial affections of the species; bathe 
instantly abandons the idea, and it reappears no 
more as the faintest cause to color the web of 
his argument. Thus he says: 

" Hsa t* M> eonttltnted Uwlbi* direct or tndivldnalallbe- 
tioiu areatronierihan hiaaynpatbetie oraociaJ r«eltnta. I 
Inientkinally avoid the ez|>reMion, Hlfiik feelliifi, aa appli- 
cable tn Uie fomiei ; becaiue,aseoinnioalyiued,itiDiplMi 
an nntuual exeeM of tbe indivi^iiai over Iba social feaiinp 
In (be pcnon towlioinitlaappUed,aiideonaeqaentl7Bome- 
tUof (lepra ved aad vicHMia.''— p. 3. 

On the same leaf, however, the author admits: 

"Tbere are inaoncea, frowlmt out of peenltar relationa, 
tint or a nioUer and her Inftnt— or reaaltinc ftom tbe 
forea ot education and babli over peculiar eonaUtuiimia, in 
whlcb tbe aocial feellnga bava oveipowered tbe individual 
olftcliaaa." 

But he hastens to add ; 

" Tbeae IniUncea are Aw, aod always ngaided aa aons' 
ttdBf eziraonlinary." 

Now, hear, in his own nervous words, the 
«rigin, principle, and end of government: 

" Butttaateomtitutionof ournaniTe.wtaicb maJtaa ui Teet 
■ova inteiisely what aSbeta oa direcUy tban what affocu 
as ladliecily tbroaili otbera, necaa w ily leada tn conflict 
botwaea Indivldualii. Each, in conaaquenoe, hsa a |p«B!er 
r^isfd A>r bla own aaftty or bappineai iban Tar the aafety or 
taanthieaa or oihen; and, where these come in on^oon, 
la nadv to aaeTiltee the Interest of othen to hia own. And 
bence Uie tendency to a nnlveraal ataie of conflict between 
Individual and individual, accompanied by the connected 
paaaiona of ninpicion, jealousy, an|cr, and revenge, Tal- 
lowed by liuolence, Araud, and cruelly, and, if not pre- 
vented by aome controlling power, ending In a ■tale of unl- 
varaal diacord aad conAiaion, destmcnve ofthe aocialatau 
and die end* for wbicb it ia ordained. Tbia conUoUini 
power, wherever veated, oi by wbomaoever ezerciaed, ia 
govarament." — p. 4. 

Such is Mr. Calhoun's rational and fundamental 
•tarting-point; and it corresponds precisely with 
the theoretical starting-point of Hobbes, who 
expressly affirms, in a note to his De Cive, that 
men are naturally proinpted to seek each other's 
society; but that this inherent tendency, from the 
|»eponaeranee of the individual selfish feelings, 
only results in a slate of universal conflict — a con- 
flict of every man against every man for the pos- 
session of all that each desires. And hence, the 
author of the Leviathan deduces the l(^eat neces- 
sit]^ of a controlling power— of a sinele and indi- 
Tisible sovereignty, that is to say, or a pure des- 
potism, wielded by a mortal god in the person of 
the reigning monarch, or in the persons of an 
assemblage of numarchs. 

Nor can it be denied that the conclusion of 
Hobbes follows demonstrably, if his premises be 
conceded. Spinosa commenced his political phi- 
losophy with the same; but striving to avoid the 
inferences of his predecessor, he could only end 
his logical journey in the chaos of utter anarchy; 
for no ingenuity of genius can ever begin a so- 
cial theory with the preponderance of individual 
•elfishness, and afterwards succeed in eztioeting 
any higher element or aim oat of It; and, there- 



fore, the conflict will incessantly re^merge, unless 
it be suppressed by aome force independent of, 
and wholly superior to, the selfish inaividuals to 
be governed. Hence, setting out with self-inter- 
est, every consecutive reasoner must land in per- 
fect despotism with Hobbes, or in perfect anarchv 
with Spinosa. Which political port will Mr. Cal- 
houn make f 

Now, note that at the very origin of society, 
Mr. Calhoun recognizes, with HobbeSt this fun- 
damental antagonism — the tendency ofthe indi- 
vidual or selfish aflections to conflict, as stronger 
than the tendency ofthe social feehngs to harmo- 
nize. Therefore, the great problem presented is 
how to educe harmony out of this antagonism. 
It must be self-evident that such a harmony can 
never be eflected by any adjustment or organism 
of the antagonistic elements; for if two forces of 
different strength be naturally and irreversibly 
opposed, it will be impossible to render them 
harmonious by any sort of arrangwent, however 
complicated, without calling in tno aid of some 
other and altogether independent force. It is be- 
yond the power of mathematics, by mere change 
or transposition of expression, to form an equa- 
tion out of numbers essentially unequal in mag- 
nitude. 

Hobbes perceived this impossibility, and there- 
fore framed his theory so as to vest the supreme 
power in a sovereignty absolutely and forever 
independent of the subject individuals composing 
society. By his method, the antagonism would 
be controlled by the pressure of a third force irre- 
sistibly preponderant. 

On uis contrary, Mr. Calhoun does not seem 
to have been aware of the true character of the 
difficulty, and hence he endeavors to annul the 
antagonism resulting ftom his assumed predomi- 
naoee of the selfish alTecLions, by an intiieata 
scheme of checks and balances, wheels within 
wheels, and springs recoiling against springs — 
and all with the view to prevent a conflict— which , 
in accordance with his primary doctrine, being 
inherent in the whole and in every part of society, 
must incessantly renew itself in whatever organs 
maybe constituted of socialelemenu. lliisidea 
that any preponderant natural force can be 
destroyed, or even reduced by manipulation, is 
repugnant to every known law of philosophy. It 
is in politics what the project of a perpetual mo- 
tion IS in mechanics. 

Having set his machine of sovereignty injno- 
tion, the author discovers " that the Government, 
from the same preponderance of the inilividual 
aflTections in those who govern, has also a natural 
tendency to the abuse of its powers." The con- 
flict of Hobbes still exists, and therefore must be 
prevented by another expedient — a constitution. 
Thus, he affirms expressly, that, " having its ori- 
gin in iBe same principle of our nature" — namely 
selliahnesa — " conatitutUm stands to rosmmicttf ss 
gevenment stands to tociefy. p. T. 

But, from the aame preponderance of the indi- 
vidual affections, the rulers and the ruled occupy 
antagonistic positions; the conflict reappears not- 
withstanding the constitution; hence, to obviate 
the new conflict, there roust be a new invention — 
the right of suffrage. — p, 12. 

One might suppose that here at least, in the 
power of sufTrsge, Mr. Calhoun has found the 
final aid all-controlling wheel which will inodre 
for his machine both perpetual and peaceful mo- 
tion. 

Dut,alas! for the vanity of all human expecta- 
tions, the new contrivance only makes the matter 
worse — only multiplies and extends tlw conflict 
to every spring in the social automaton; because, 
" from the same constitution of our nature wiiicb 
renders government necessary to aociety, the right 
of suffrage must lead to coonict among its differ- 
ent interests, each striving to obtain possession 
of its powers, as the means of j>rotecting itself 
against the oUiers, or of advancing its respective 
interests, regardless of the interests of otheia." — 
p. 16. 

And so the old conflict of Hobbes and Spinosa 
goes on; it will not cease; the imperial principle 
of selfishness will not comedown from tbe throne 
at the bidding of the philosophers that crowned 
it. 

What is to be done next to prevent thia ft^ih 
antagoniim of'liosUle intenat»*-tQ eontrol tbej 
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despotism of the dominant majorilv, that is to 
say, tlie dominant selfishness 1 A diay must be 
devised to lock the last wheel of tbe meehanism 
to subordiiuue the power of suffrage and defeat 
its dangerous excess by activity. 

" Attd tbia, too, con only be eltoetod bv giviav tn eac h 
intereai, through ita B|nrap(iaia ai|Ba, eitim- a ecMtenrvKac 
voles in makini and aamtBlatedng lbs lawa, or a veto oa 
ibeir exaeailaa.>*— p. S9. 

Nor can it be disputed that such a double drae 
must prove effectual. Tbe conflict ofthe opposite 
forces comes to a pause; the roar of friction in 
the many wheels of that mechanical eovemment 
is beard no more. But the entire mouune pauses 
too. Then remains a noiseless calm. It is tbe 
tranquillity of death to all possible progress; for 
the conclusion is unavoidable, that the pbootos^ 
of a political power whose formal ana aolema 
functions may oe controlled or rendered null by 
every interest to be affected by their operation, is 
no Criavemment at all — is nothing but the mockery 
and delusion of a mere name; because that can- 
not possibly be a Government, and more espe- 
cially aconstltutional Goveroment,in which every 
fresh act of sovereignty must be the result of a 
concurrence dc novo, or more properly of a new 
social compact among oil its memoers. 

And ret this is precisely what Mr. Calhoua 
mokes tne Government of the Union. Heaffirms 
it to be the creature of a joint and several eovcaanl 
on the part of the States; that it is the comnon 
agent of the States — no more and no less; that 
every particle of its power and efficiency hoa beea 
derived from a political eon^iaetexeenlM between 
these thirtjr and one different sorerewB members. 
Thus far tnere may, or may not, be heresy in the 
doctrine ; yet there is no inconsequence in its l<^:ie. 
But when he turns round and tells ua that this 
pale shadow of a Federal creation — this film of 
political moonshine, this agent, without the au- 
thority to act — is still a Government, although it 
cannot publish one sittgle law, or move forwards 
or backwards, or to the right or left, withool 
another And distinct consent — in short, a repetitioa 
of the Federal compact to be accorded by oil the 
parties to the originnl ayeameHt, — then not even 
the brood mantle of the great man's genius, nor 
the dazzlingand splendid popularity of hia Dante, 
nor all the rapidity and ohrewdness of his dedac- 
tions, con suffice to conceal the enormous fidls^y 
of his reasoning.* What] would yon have roe 
call that tremulous and impotent political aerf a 
Government wliidi balte and cowers ia the dost 
at the nod of a n^ative from every one of thirty 
and one sovereign mast«ra?^The principle is 
theoretical disunion^ or ratheiBn utter negation 
of all iiovernment, whether Slate or Fsdenl, even 
as an ideal possibility. 

We have already remarked tbesiagBlareiream- 
■tancethat Hobbes and Mr. Cathotia started aliks 
on their scientific excursion, ftom the same point 
of amumption in preponderant selfishoeas. Bat 
their politicalpaths diverged immediately to total 
opposition. The eagle vision of Hobbes deeened 
at once the dangerous ground in the distance; be 
mode a single prodigious leap, and stationed hint- 
self on the heights of despotism. The ftepubli. 
can would not, or dared not, do this; so he wan- 
dered away among all the macss of individual 
antagonism, whenj finding no rest for the sole of 
his foot, as the mirs of ■slf-inte.rest grew eveiy 
moment mom and more trsaeh<Bnnw, ha boldly 
plunged haadlong into tbe bottoidsee of 
archy. . 

But is the fundamental principle of these emi- 
nent thinkers true in fact? Does a foithftU anal- 
ysis of human nature give the fweponderaMe to 
the individual affectioosf Is pure snliehnees tbe 
pole-star of parsonalor political life t I doay the 
assumption altogether, as being 'Oettlierself«Ti- 
dent, nor susceplibleof proof. Indeed, these caa 
be no standard of eompansao by which to meas- 
ure the relative force of the selfish end of the 
social affbctions; beenue they operate in difiereat 
spheres,andiniefereneetodiff6rentebjfeta. Tba 
special duration of their respective activities can 
furnish no test of power, as Mr. Colboun seema 
toimagine. How ridiculous it would betoargwa 
that because an individual spends ei^C houta of 
the twenty.foar in sleeping, and.only.oaa in eat- 
ii^ therefore the enpeiiie for al^efiflmi^eei^ 
times aa ffiioagiaB ua wpetiie- A* food. 
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In ihe majority of mankind, I apprehend, the 
two classes of affections are equivalent in their 
particular spheres. Of course there will be ex- 
ceplions both waya; but probably not more on 
the one side than on the other. Even animals 
exhibit, not unfrequentJy, the auperiority of the 
social instincts over the aelfish. The wAd beast 
will face inevitable death to deftnd its y^ung. 
rhe bird pines; its little lue fade* away like a 
ielicate perfume, without its mate. In cases of 
ihipwreck, the coarse, common sailor shares the 
ost morsel of his bread with the rest of the crew; 
ind the variations fVom this rule are regarded as 
he indications of uimatural barbarity. 

The capital mistake of both Hobbes and Cal- 
loun arose from their defet^tive analysis of the 
eal social elements; for all society is consti' 
uted by parts homogeneous with itself; that is 
a say, by families, and only indicecUy by indi- 
iduais as the units of the fiunQy, But the 
lightest contemplation of the family diaeoven 
le action of the social laws, as perpetual and as 
owerful as those of selfish feeling, and by tlieir 
rider generality, absolutely preponderant over 
II others. Vou behold there the man of the 
igorous arm, while a single nerve retains its 
itality, devoting all hia strength for the welfare 
fa frailer yet fairer form — the stimulus to every 
itcrprise of hia life — the guiding li^ht to endless 

bor. Or, consider the undying affection of the 
trents for tlieir progeny — the flowering emana- 
His of their mutual and immortal love — an 
Itctton that defies time, distance, disgrace, in- 
atitude, to realize a faint but beautiful type of 
at ineffable goodness which has given Qod him- 
if the name of our Heavenly Fbther. Thus, 

every view, the theory of supreme selfishness 
false to the facu of experience ; libelous against 
iman nature; a negation of the Divine benefi- 
nce; a doctrine that annihilates all hope of per- 
stiUility, either here or hereafter; because every 
3a of civitiza'ion and religion alike is predicated 
: the assumed possibility of educing more and 
are the dieintcreslcd affections of the species in 
mparison with the lower filings of animal in- 
ndaality. But all this must be a mere dream 

the imagination, if indeed the oivanization of 
) intellectual and emotional man has been con- 
tuted in the law of an inevoeaUy preponder- 
t selfishness. 

Besides, the corollary of the selfish principle 
equally fhise,that natural society is wa scene 

incessant conOict, or that government grows 
I of such a conflict. It is true, as we have 
>wn in the former part of the discussion, that 
! early state of man is that of war; but it is 
t war of one triR or community against an- 
■er, and not, as Hobbes and Mr. Cunoun sup- 
le, the war of every man against OTery manin 

interior of the same community. 
The inception of societies in the backwoods 
itradicta every such futile hypothesis. The 
It pioneers of the forest live in clusters of 
ghborhooda in ft condition of harmony and 
ice, and in the constant practice of every social 
:ae. In every case, where the particular labor 
»ne is not adequate to the performance of some 
cies of work, the little commanity will ae- 
ible and effect it by coSperation. 
for is it until a later period, when refbgees 
n a more corrupt civilization enter the small 
icty, that its golden age declines, and the din 
trife and connict disturbs the quiet valley, or 
ns the vii^ii bosom of the happy mountain 
h blood. Then the lynching company is 
□ed, forno civil tribunals have yet been organ- 
I; the people elect their temporary court and 
cutive, and dispatch justice very much oiler 
same fashion as they do all over Europe and, 
erica. If thathummecommunitycould have 
I left alone, it might have lived in tranquillity 
rer, in defiance of Mr. Calhoun's, ana every 
>rf selfish theory. 

ut imagine anothA- example — that the neigh- 
lood lies adjacent to atribe of hostile Indiana, 
> assault it by repeated invasions. It becomes 
sBsary to combine the ctilitary strength in 
•r to resist the forays of the savages. The 
teera meet and choose their commander, with 
ew to his qualifications for the service, while 
he subordinates^ without noise or tumult, 
1 into their pl«ce^ ucording to tfa« rule of 



capacity. Here is a faint type of the military 
government, as the lynching company was of the 
civil. But what is common to both these in- 
stances ? "What is the rational law of these unions 
of individuals, with their transitory and rude 
forms of government? It is the scientific law of 
all government, the principle of codperation for 
a general, in oUier words, for a public object. In 
both the cases we behold the same picture in 
miniature of the actual social conditions which 
must have originated every kind of government. 
For the positive presence of any natural law is i 
manifested in its faintest phenomena as in the 
grandest results of its universal action. Thus 
wc perceive the principle of gravity, whether it 
gives sphericity to the most ponderous globe in 
the sky, or rounds the tear of pity on beauty's 
cheek, or out of impalpable mist han^ a pendant 
on every budding Uai that twinkles oeneatb tiie 
rainbow^ 

Now. what do we discover os their rational 

law in the general facts of social coSperation? 
Obviously two principles — the principle of vir- 1 
tual compact, voluntary consent, or reciprocal 
acquiescence, as to all who engage in the enter- 
prise, whatever that may be, for a common pur- 
pose; and the prinaple of natural subordination, 
according to which minds of the greatest power 
in reference to the particular ena in view, with 
the free assent of the majority, assume always 
the lead of the movement. If that be religious, 
the representative man will be a priest, perhaps 
a prophet. If i^be military, he will bo some 
famoue warrior. While, should the object be 
industrial, the practical rulers will correspond in 
character with the predominant aims of industrial : 
activity. Such is the general law of political | 
association io a condition of normal development- i 
indeed, it is the law of oil association whatever: ' 
a principle as universal end as perpetual as the 
attractions of material bodies. 

Therefore, the fundamental conception of Mr. 
Hobbes and Mr. Calhoun is false to reality, false 
to history , and almost impoaaihle as a mere umcy . 
There ftever has been, and never will be — unless 
there might exist a community of devils— any sort 
of government instituted in order to prevent every 
man in society from cutting every other man's 
throat. It is not true, and never was true, or 
even nossible, that the grosser animal instincts 
or selfish passions of the mind could obtain the 
exclusive control over the cvolutAns of any so- i 
ciety not retrograding into barbarism. Such j 
motives have their effect, but the influence is ol- j 
ways subordinated to the great moral, religious, j 
and philosophical ideas of the ages, as well as to j 
the finer symjMithies indestructibly present in the j 
heart of general humanity. It is these alone 
which possess a power to stir up the mighty deep 
of thought and feeling, to agitate the sphere of 
nations from pole to pole, to stamp inefiacable 
impressions on the pa^e of passing time. 

How strange, therefore, does it seem that, in 
the entire field of Mr. Calhoun's argument, there 
is no bright spot of relief, no patch of green and 
flowery verdure, left free from the dark shadow 
of an overwhelming selfishness. Everything is 
bewildered and lost in antsfonismSi or blighted 
by the egotism of intense individiudity. Inueed, 
I cannot find that the author recognizes in any 
shap^ the principles of either natural or moral 
right, as appertaining to persons independently 
of political sanction; for,aUer disowning Jefferson 
and denying the Declaration of Independence, 
he next proceeds to discard Locke, Grotius, and 
RuUierforth, with all other writers who assert a 
universal law of nature or a primary doctrine of 
ethics: 

"Tbe itsttt of nature !■ parely hn»ttKtlc«I. It new 
did nor ran exiM; msii'i nstiHst itue ia tlM Mclal and polit- 
lesL It follows, tiMrafoK, that men. instead of being bont 
In the atate of nature, arc born in tbe aocial and political 
■ute ; and of coune, uiatead of belns boro free and equal, 
■re bora iubject not only to paronuTautliorit}-, but to the 
lawiood institutloni of the countiv where bom, and under 
wboae proteciion they draw their ftnt brentb."— p. &B. 

I have quoted the substance of the most remark- 
able pansage to be found in any author ancient or 
recent; and I earnestly solicit the explanation of. 
any learned disciple of that school to tell me what 
it means. Mr. Calhoun asserts in positive terms 
"thM there never was a state of nature; that 
man'sawnraj stats ii iheBoeialandppUticaliaad,J 
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that he is subject to the laws and iosiitutionsi of 

the country where born." 

Now, the simple qoestiOD which I would re* 
sppctfully submit is this: which of the two con- 
crete things, 'man individually, or society and its 
government, existed first? Which of the two 
comes first in both the logical and the chronology 
ical order of sequence ? 

Mr. Calhoun answers, society and its govern- 
ment; for that is the only ray ofmeaning percept* 
ibie in the paragraph. 

Behold what follows. There must have been 
in the chronological order a society without aiiy 
erson to compose it, a government without any 
ody either to govern or to be governed. 
I know of no inconsistency at all comparable 
to this, save the political bull of Loms Voq 
Haller, who, a few years ago, convulsed all lib- 
eral and enlightened Europe with laughter, by 
announcing what be termed the dtvine discovery 
that there were lords before there were vassahi| 
and therefore the former must have a natural 
right to rule the latter. 

Lords 6^ore vassals 1 A social and political 
stale anterior-, to persons ! The ideas are aUke 
seir-contradictory as the facts are equally and 
utterly impossible. 

If, on the other hand, the things be considered 
in tlic order of their logical relation,' the absurd- 
ity of Mr. Calhoun's assumption will be not the 
leas glaring. The rules of induction prescribe 
the natural course of all knowledge, from the 
simple conceptions of childhood up to the most 
intricate and exalted speculations of science — to 
be a commencement with particulars, and then 
a gradual ascension to hiener and higher gen- 
eralizations. If we would understand a com- 
pound, we must first understand its elements. 
What would the learned world say of a chemist 
who might proclaim, as a new and recondite 
truth^thatoxyges has no peculiar laws — no sim- 
ple state of its own, because itis always detected, 
in the condition of combination in water, air, or 
the metallic oxydea ? What would we think of 
the geologist who might urge that quartz, fel- 
spar, and mica have no natural state, because 
they are mostly found in the vast roosses of the 
primary mountains ? 

But one consideration alone settles the question 
of logical priority. We cannot even imagine a 
society without individuals, or a Government 
without society; but we 4taow that individuals 
can exist, have existed, do now exist, without 
either society or government. What social or- 
ganism affects the londy traveler or trapper in 
the gorges ofthe grand Cordilleras? WhatGov- 
erament controls the few survivors of a ship- 
wreck cast away on some desert island of a dis- 
tant sea, where they may support life, and even 
multiply into a nation, if they can procure com- 
panions of the other sex ? Calhoun was driven 
to this monstrous confusion of ideas, and the 
denial of any natural rights to the individual, in 
order to avoid the recognition of any rights in 
the negro; while stumbling blindfold, all the 
school have groped after him into the same dark 
comer, where the sole ray visible is a ^limmeriar 
moonbeam emonatii^ mm the XJuversity m 
Virginia; sinee Professor Bledsoe has mode the 
fortunate discovery, that all men have really two 
equal rights — first, to the same air and light of 
heaven absolutely; and, secondly,aD e^uM ri^i 
to food and raiment conditionally, tli#t is to say, 
provided they can get them. 

It may be doubted, however, whether thess- 
equsl rights will be coiieeded to the lav of aatura 
for any great length of time, especially if tb«< 
mortal gwl of the school, the preponderance of 
the sel&h affections, shoald discover some new 
meUiod fi>r the imprisonment of the natural 
msnts. 

Now, I would beg leave to ask the disciples of- 
this novel sect one practical question: Can you 
not see, that your doctrine brought forward iu 
defense of slavery is utterly destructive to the in- 
stitution ? If you take away tbe natural right of 
liberty, must you not ahw lake away the nattml 
right of property? Then, where can the institu- 
tion of slavery find a point of support for a single- 
m<Hnent? Do you answer, in the ordioances of . 
society? But if so, it reeulta-in«ontrov«njbl3it 
UW ^ Qprmoaant of, •oci|s^^i(;l«4iMAl«tta 

Digitized by VjOOg IC 



840 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



[February 4, 



34th Goifa....3D Ssss. StalnKty of Anerican ButUvtwru — Mr. Evatu. Ho. or Reps. 



onlainfd slavery for tia own good, can, in like 
mimner upon the plea of itaown good, annul the 
institution at plewure-, for, if the riglit of liberty 
be not sacred, surely the right of property can 
thow no superior pretension to inviolability. 
Therefore, if individual nmn, as man, and apart 
from the social and political state, has no natural 
rights, you musi shake hands with the Abolition- 
ist; you must admit the power of the political 
authority to repeal the institution of human bond- 
a^e; toexcludc it from the Territories; to deal with 
it at discreiion. 

But would you urge, in reply, that the Federal 
compact saves you and your slave property ? Do 
you not perceive that by nullifying Itie law of 
nature, you have removed that, with every other 
point of^upport? Like the stupid woodman, you 
nave been so intently engaged in lopping the 
branches of the tree ofliberty, that unconsciously 
the ruthless ax has cut off the limb on which you 
were standing. 

Do you allege a compact as the foundation of 
your property? Then what is a compact? An 
agreement between e<)uala. Therefore, if there 
be no equality, there can be no comfiact. Besides, 
why should you keep your compact with me if 
I have no natural rights? If, as a man, I cannot 
claim the exemption of my freedom from the 
clutch of your profhninf hand, how can I claim 
the performance of a mere promise? For, if there 
be no natural law to invest the formality of a 
compact with rights and obligations, surely the 
compact itself cannot create them; else it must be, 
at the same instant, both cause and eiTect. If the 
public good be the sole standard of human rights, 
then it must be the test of the compact too; and 
hence the Constitution disappears, with all the 
rest, in the grave which you nave dug for liberty. 
Why not be consistent, and crown yourself at 
once with the diademed logic of despotism? Why 
not May with iha politiul pantheist. Spinosa: 
■* Natural law is the same as natural power — 
nothing is forbidden by it except what no one 
desires or can do ?" Having thus seen how thor- 
oughly fallacious ia the fundamental principle of 
Mr. Calhoun's theory, an inspection of the struct- 
ure erected upon it will not detain ua long. To 
prove the possibility of asocial and politicalorgan- 
URi incorporating the antagonism of his absolute 
veto, the author refers to three historical exam- 
ples — Rome, Poland, _and England. Mr, Cal- 
houn affirms that the institution of the Tribunate, 
by the operation of its negative power, 

" Laid the tolid Ibundatfoa of Bnman liberiv and peat- 
Bsm; iliat, iQMead or dUtracUoa, It proved to be Uir bond 
of eoacora and hannony— limteid of wcitknSM, of uo- 
Minalsd itreDstb ) and instsad of a ibort and fnglerioua 
earser, one orgreat leofth and iinmortol glory. "—p. 9&. 

"It if true, that the tribunate, after railing Rome loa 
helgtil of power and proapcrliy never beruie equaled, finally 
beome one of Uie instrumeitt* by whlcll bcr iibeny waj 
ovwUirowa ; but it wu not ttntti die became exposed to 
new dsiiiers, growing out Of [aercaae of wealth and the 
■real eitcntor her dominions, luainat wbich ibe tribunate 
nralahed no goiudi. Itt orlglmu oltject was the protection 
of Hie plcbeiana sgainit opprewMon and abuu of power on 
the part of the patrlciaoa. Tbia it tlioroiighly accom- 
pliBlied."— p. 96. 

Now, I pronounce this curious commentary on 
Roman history to baacomiption of thetextfrom 
beginning to end. The tribonate was not insti- 
tuted for the purpose stated; it did not produce 
the effects stated; it was not perverted to oecome 
the instrument for the overthrow of liberty as 
staled; nor did wealth and extended empire con* 
cur in the production of that fatal result oa af- 
firmed. 

As to the origin of the office, Niebuhr says 
expressly: 

*' Tba tribunes wen. at flret, only deslfoed to sflbrd pro- 
taoiioD lo itM paraoa m itae lodivldua), to Mcure ibe pilvate 
tj|buof Uft and Iibeny."— Ifb. Bamt, vol. 1., p. 613. 

Such also is the account of the eloquent Mich - 
elei; 

<' The power of the tribonn was origlnaTly very hnmMe. 
Seated at the door of tbe Senate, tbey liateoed to the de- 
liberatiooi, wltbout belag able to taXa any pan id them. 
All Uielf power was in a word = veto— I oppose it. With 
thin single word iheyatoppod everything. It wa« ftomthii 
feeble commencenient thai thla nMupstraiare took its liae, 
wbich wa^ to iinpiiwn consuls and dictators, descendinf 
froni dieir tribunal. Tlie poor bad laon dian he aougbt. 
Mute till (hen, ne acquired that which dlslinnUies man- 
voice ; snd the virtue of tliu votes |sv« him all tbe net."— 
ifft. Jtofls.X9.,P>B6. 

Bum th« triboiuita wm not demd for die 



protection of a gross material interest, or of the 
plebeians as a class against the patricians as a 
class. It was invented solely as a security of the 
poor man, in his life and liberty, asainet the ty- 
ranny of the rich man, whether noble, knight, or 
plebeian, who had previously the right to make 
every debtor a slave. 

Next, as to the effect — that happy concord and 
harmony of which Mr. Calhoun speaks in such 
language of glowing eulogy — Schmitz says that — 

" Until the time oC Sylla, tbe Boman tribunea continually 
usurped powers that did not belonf to them, InceannUy 
commitiing the wildest setn of riot sod ouniie.'^— HWery 

Miebuhr remarka: 

" At the lime of tbe Giaeelii, a trlbane was like a despot 
with abaolate power."— ISftory o/ Aaou, vol. il., p. V7i. 

In fact, the result, from the outset, was not 
peace and power, as Mr. Calhoun chooses to 
paint i(, but eternal conflicts, mobs in the capitol, 
riot in the ntreets, assasaination . by turns every- 
where. The Tribune Genucius was murdered in 
his bed ; during the siege of Veii the tribunes 
opposed every election, and Rome remained five 
years without magistrates. Shortly afterwards 
the Qaula look Rome; tbe tribunate could not 
save it. Every sebool-boy remembers the mob 
of murderers at the death of the Gracchi, Tibe- 
rius and Caius — the one slaughtered on the very 
threshhold of the capitol, the other forced to ac- 
cept suicide in the wood of the Furies. 

Kor did Roman liberty perish from the causes 
assigned by Mr. Calhoun. I^waa lost neither 
through the perversion of the tribunate, nor the 
boundless accessions of riches and dominion. 
As I have formerly shown, on the authority of 
Michelet, the Republic owed its ruin to the grad- 
ual extinction of the genuine Roman race, and the 
utter d^neracy of the people who replaced the 
old hearts of iron in the city of the 8cv«n hills. 
The doable action which formed the all-devouring 
vortex, was war and slavery — war, which sent 
away the plebeians to fted the sword of the Goths, 
or the spear of the Asiatics ; and slavery, which 

Joured Dack, into the space left vacant by their 
eparture, whole floods of barbarian captives, 
finally Ui become freed men. 

It ts not to be disputed that Rome flourished to 
a surprising degree, evenwtih the veto; but why ? 
Mr. Calhoun argues — cum hoe, ergopropttr hoc. 
History says, ^e prosperity flowed from other 
sources, and in spite of the antagonism created 
by the tribunate. You cannot infer, from the co- 
existence of two facts, that they present the rela- 
tion of cause and effect. What would you think 
of a grave philosopher, who might announce that 
Cffisar conquered the Celts and Germans for the 
reason that he was bald^eaded ? Did ever a mili- 
tary chieftain yet put out one of his eyes, in oi^er 
to acquire the genius of a Hannibal? 

Yet this is precisely what Mr. Calhoun asks ua 
to do. Because the Roman republic had a wry 
neck in her disoi^nizing veto, the American 
Qovemment must oe cursed witli the like deform- 
ity. 

But if all which he has said as to the effect of 
the tribunate on the greatness of Rome were 
true, yet his practical deduction from the data 
would be the most enormous inconsequence ever 
heard of; for, since there may possibly be too 
much of a good thing, a Govomment migM do 
very well with one negative, when thirty-one 
negatives would bow it into the dust in a state 
of total impotence and imbecility. 

Mr. Calhoun's second instance is that of Po- 
land—her lS>entm vtto. Mr. Calhoun remarks: 

" Thia veto in Ihct, made evBr>- individual of the nobility 
and gentry a distinct clement in the organisin ; or, to vary 
the expression, on t^att of Ma MnfiMm. And yet the 
gavernmcnt laated in this nrm more than two cenWriea ; 
embracine the period of Poland's (lealest power and re- 
I nown." — p. ~1. 

I He confesses, however, that the principle was 
; finally employed to subvert the government; yet 
j not, ne avera, from its tendency to dissolution on 
I account of " weakness," but only " from tbe 
facility it afforded to powerful and unscrupulous 
neighbors to control by their intrigues the election 
of her kings."— p. 73. 

Now, I would inquire if thia can be a correct 
interpretation of the real phenomena in Polish 
history? Did any historian, philosopher, or other 
writer enr before evea eunest luoh a hypoth- 



esis? On the eontraiy, the fhcU are directly the 

reverse. Rulhiere says: 

" It was in the nijgn at Catdmlr that the IHenit* rH», «t 
privilrwe of the deputies to stop all nrocef>diwt< in il" diet 
qra vmple dissent, first assumed the form of n li^i (-is- 
tom. The leaven of anpentitlan and bifmry bKxmi U> irr- 
menl and blend itself with all the oilm vices of IIih c-oct- 
■tilution. It was then tbat in the bosnmoflhe nuiifnal 
assembly sprung up tills stiupilaraaarcliy;wlilcti, niuti-r the 
pretext of (DBklnit the eonttitution more finn, ha* iln-mnt^ 
in Poland all Bovere%n power; tar the rifhiof sin^p opp»- 
aition to lenenil decree*, tbongh always ndiained, wu, (ot 
a long time, not acted mi." 

This passage is cited, and confirmed with his 
own strong approval, by Fletcher, in his profound 
and classical History of Poland, page 80. 

The remark of Del Lieber, on the same subject, 
evinces the most pointed and indignant condem- 
nation: " From the establishment of the lihermm 
veto there was but one step to political treason." 
He might have well added, that it was ainrady, 
and, per w, intellectual and moral treason. Is thu 
the example which Mr. Calhoun would hold up 
for the imitation of Americans ? Is this thr equi- 
librium which he deems proper for our Fedora] 
organism? It is the equilibnum of the thunder- 
storm — the harmony of the rsging ocean. Did 
I not know and admire the profound seriousn^^ 
and sincerity of the man, I should regard his allu- 
sion lo Polish history as intended for a warning, 
yet clothed in the garb of a terrific irony, for the 
purpose of producing still greater effect. 

The third instance, adduced by Mr. Cslhooa, 
to illustrate the happy effect of his favorite veto, 
is the constitution of Great Britain. He pleas«-s 
to represent every act of the Government as the 
joint result of three concurrent voices, each of 
which possesses a real veto on tbe power of boih 
the other two; and therefore the Euig, the House 
of Lords, and the House of Commons, arc ex- 
actly equipollent in the triple equilibrium of tbe 
English system, (p. 1030 ^f this were an ac- 
curate description of the English conatituiion, it 
wouldindeed Aimish very coeent evideiice in faror 
of the possibility of Mr. Calhoun's theory. But 
is this a true account of the matter? Ekx'S not 
every man, whose mind is not blinded by the 
meteoric glare of some one idea, perceive the facts 
to be as different from such a colored picture as 
might well be imagined ? Is not the actual British 
sovereignty wholly and supremely the insmuneot 
of an oligarchy } 

Dr. Licber gives the genuine definition of that 
political creation of real estate and lordly titles: 

" The Parilameni is IbonuKhly ariatoeiatie, with tbe oc- 
casiooal exceptions ofa 1^ members, wliom particular cir- 
cumstaneea connect with tha cause of tbe people. Ti» 
lowirr House is, on the whole, m^My an assetnhly of tbe 
great landholders, and the upper oKt i« the same in an 
other fl)rDi,and witli the addition the ariaioentic demest 
of binh." 

Hence, Mr. Calhoun's example turns out most 
destructive to his political hypotheais. For, in- 
stead of the English Parliament presenting the 
organic composition of three several and dietiiKl 
concurrent interests, it exhibits in fact, though 
not in name, the most perfect concentration of al 
sovereign power in the hands of a solitary and 
all -controlling interest. Who ever hears of the 
royal veto now ? Who talks, in theae days, of 
a disagreement between the two Houses? The 
very words seem as obsolete as the battie-crie* in 
the war of the Roses. 

But I can tell the champions of the veto in what 
pages of English history to look for illustration* 
of tbe antagonism manifested by two living and 
substantial British interests. They must go back 
to the time when the practical positive men, noi 
impalpable shadows, out terrible, thinking, act- 
ing realitiee— the men whom all the world calls 
Puritans, stood upin the Commons for the people. 
That was a tempestuous equilibrium, was it not? 
Yet just such an equilibrium as opposite socia! 
and poliUcal forces always effect, wticn brought 
face to face on the level arena of sovcrcigoty, each 
armed with its negative terner, on the part of the 
King, " no reform;" on the part of the people, 
" no supplies." 

Behold the direct issue: one power or the other 
must give way. Did the veto of cither, thon, 
insure concord ? Nay; rather the ck8Jig:oror c>'>n- 
flict, the roar of artiOery, and aU Uie dread aud 
sanguinary fruitage of war. Nor could there be 
peace again until Cromwell's sword had cut off 
the advene veto in th«inad of tba Bine. 
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Howevertif the cqnipoUenceoftbe three estates 
in Parliament were as perfect, in fact, as the Eng- 
lish eulogiatfl of their constitution always repre- 
sent it to be in the theory, the deduction of Mr. 
Calhoun would still be as inconclusive as ever. 
For three Tetoes offer to the view of philosophy 
a very different case from thirty-one. Hence, 
the historical instances which we have examined 
are alike itl-choBen and contradictory to the negf- 
ative doctrine of the ultn school. 

Mr. Calhoun also adduces ths example of twelve 
jurors, each with bis veto on the rendition of aver- 
diet, as proof of the practicability of such a politi- 
cal org^ism; laying down the maxim — that the 
necessity of a concurrence in order to action will 
insure a compromise, (p. 65) The paralogism of 
the inference from this falseanalwyis,if possible, 
more extraordinary than anv of the Others; for 
what is the principle which the reasoner seeks to 
establish? The equilibrium of an organization 
composed of antagonistic interests. But is that 
conaition in any way realized by the composition 
of a jury ? On the conUraiy, every juror must 
swear, before entering the box, that he has no 
interest or opinion as to the question in contro- 
versy. Besides, the annals of all courts — and 
especially of all criminal courts, where the issues 
involve a high degree of excitement, evince by 
the strongest and latest experience, ^at the par- 
tiality or obstinacy of a single interested or preju- 
diced juror is sumcient to defeat the ends of jus- 
tice, or, in the current phrase, to starve out his 
companions. Indeed, tne only jury which could 
be invented to realize Mr. Cajntmn'a idea of a 
perfect equtpollence in interests, wonld be to con- 
atitiite a panel of two instead of twelve, and to 
select, as the Judicial duad, the very parties to 
the matter in htieation. The project would be as 
novel, and Just about as rational m juri^rudence 
as Mr. Calhoun 's plan ia in polities. 

Finally, having shaped his general theory to 
auit the object in view, the author applies it di- 
rectly to the Government of the United States by 
giving to each and all the States respectively an 
absolute veto against every act and movement of 
the supreme F^eral authority, (p. S41.) 

Now compare the abstract principle, so pain- 
fully elaborated, with the concrete circumstances 
of its immediate application. The abstract prin- 
ciple, in Mr. Calhoun's own words, is this: 

" It U ibe negative power which makes the coustUntlon, 
mnd tbe positive which makes the goveramcnt. The one 
i:i ihe poTTer of ftctlng, and the otDer is the power of pre- 
vail tine or arrcMlng action. The twocomblned make con- 
stitutional fovemmenL There can be do coiutituUoii with- 
out the oeEatlve power. "—p. 3S. 

The application is this, that every State has 
the right to nullify the acts of the General Qov- 
ernraent. (p. 241, tt ftaasbn.) 

The writer calls this equilibrium; and never 
was there an epithet more ngorously appropriate. 
It is the equihbrium of utter immobility, not that 
of pro^essivc development or harmonious move- 
ment in the line of a splendid destiny; for every 
mechanic, as well as mathematician, knows that 
the joint result of two equal adverse forces in the 
conaition of perfect opposition is simply sero — 
not motion, but absolute inaction. 

Air. Calhoun never fiilters in carrying out the 
details of his doctrine into all questions, the high- 
est OS well as the lowest. Thus hedecides, with- 
out remorse or hesitation, against the nationality 
of our Gfeneral Government; wUIe in support of 
his opinion, among many specious reasons, he 
offers one of the strs^i^t — tlie simple and indi- 
TisiUe nature of political sovereignty. The ar- 
^i^Pt has been adopted as the trenchant and 
irresistible sword of nullification by the entire 
school; so that every beardless graduate from the 
University of Virginia will either smile with pity 
or sneer with disdain at the ignorance of any 
plain, old-fashioned lawyer who may chance to 
speak, with Kent and Story, or with JeSferson 
mid Hamilton, of the sovereign powers, thejttra 
aummi tmneriE, deposited in the hands of Con- 
gress. He will tell you, with the most flippant 
and Vcfyeshing tangfitAd, that both yourselt, and ; 
all such obsdcte teachers as Mr. Story, are a 
thousand leaps behind the age; that the people , 
are sovereign, or the States may be sovereign, 
and therefore the Federal authority cannot be, 
because sovereignty is something uiat yott can- 
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not cut or split — a simple yet mysterious atom— 
the monad without pturts of Pythagoras and of 
Leibnitz; therefore, sovereignty can never be 
divided.— Q.. E. D. 

has always seemed to nw not a little singu- 
lar that the uUra admirers of Mr. Calhoun, pass- 
ing over the undoubted excellencies of that great 
thinker, usually select for their special admira- 
tion the weakest and most indefensible points in 
the philosophy of their master, and this confused 
quibble on the ambiguity of a word is an aston- 
ishing instance of the fact. 

The dogma of indivisibility, I believe, was first 
need in modern times by Bodin, who brought it 
forward in favor of theoretical despotism, ftwas 
next taken up by Hobbes, and announced in the 
axiomatic formula: '* The sovereign power can 
neither be limited nordtvided." And from this 
he deduced the impossibility of any mixed form 
of government — that is to say, any political form 
but pure despotism; and such truly is the only 
logical inference to be drawn from the premise. 
In short, every aspect of the doctrine is thor- 
oi^hly despotic. 

But more unfortunately still for Mr. Calhoun, 
the maxim of indivisible sovereignty stands irrev- 
ocably opposed to his theory of equipollent, pos- 
itive, ana negative forces in the same organism; 
for that theory, instead of consolidating sover- 
eignty into despotism with Hobbes, distributes it 
into irreconcilable anarchy with Spinosa. " Not 
so," responds Mr. Calhoun, " because, although 
powers s{>pertaining to aovereignty may be di- 
vided, sovereignty ia an entire thing— to divide is 
to destroy it.*^— p. 146. 

But, if you can take away and distribute all lite 
"powers which appertain to this entire thing," 
what remains ? Will any learned doctor of the 
negative faith kiadly inform me f Obviously noth- 
ing would be left but the mere name. 

The truth is, there is no such actual thing in 
renun natvra as sovertignty, apartfrom the polit- 
ical powers of which it is merely tUe inseparable 
attribute. It is the abstract name of an attribute — 
nothing more. Hence, ladmit, you cannot divide 
it any more than you can whiteness or hardness, 
roundness or sweetness, because Uiere is nothing 
to divide. It has no reality in it but the sovereign 
powers of which it is the abstract term; and 
these, I assert, you can divide, must divide, or 
have unadulterated despotism. But how can you 
divide them? By distribution into differentappro- 
priate spheres. But how can you connect ttiem? 
By homogeneity of organism. But whaishall keep 
each within the sphere asaigned it } The mild 
and peaceful action of an independent judiciary. 
Finally, which of oil is supreme f Each is su- 
preme in ita proper place and not elsewhere. 

It mast nevertheless be conceded that there is 
the semblance of a philosophical reason, and only 
the semblance, for the dogma of indivisible sov- 
ereignty, though Mr. Calnoun and his disciples 
have failed to perceive even that. Thus Hobbes 

E argued, if there be different and independent 
ofiiical powers in the State, no single power can 
e supreme, while all will strive for the mastery; 
and, therefore, the government will not be one, 
but multiple, without subordination; in short, 
an organized anarchy exposed to endless conflict. 
And ence he inferred the rule of indivisible 
sovereignty, which he admitted to be perfect des- 
potism. Nor can any stratagem of human logic 
evade the conclusion of Hobbes without discard- 
ing the postulate of an all-controlling selfiahnesa. 
For, if every public fwrson and svery society of 
people were alike sobjected to the law of the in- 
dividualaffectionsoa preponderant overthe social, 
all republican government would be plainly im< 

Sossible. Therefore, we may aflirm it as a fun- 
amental principle of social science that regulated 
libeKy, the grand idea of democracy, must 
always, in the final analysis, r«st for ultimate 
support on the virtue and intelligence of the gen- 
eral community. And whenever the majority 
of any free people become as wholly selfish as 
Hobbes and Mr. Calhoun imagine the entire 
species to be, all republican or constitutional 
forms are then mere dreams of delusion, and must 
pass aWay like dreams. The sole refuge from 
final barbarism for such a society is the sheer 
despotism demonstrated by Hobbes; because des- 
t potwm may floariah In the polluted soil of self- 



ishness, deriving the very nutriment of its vigor 
fVom the most noisome corniption; but the del- 
icate and beautiful flower of Democracy withers 
away and dies in the tainted air of impure 
morals; and every pege of history may be ad- 
duced OS proof of the met. Hence tlie argument 
of Hobbes, and all the assertions of indivisible 
sovereignty, belong to the old schools of the 
tyrant, and are unintelligible in the terms of a 
liberal tongue. 

But, to discard the word "sovereignty," with 
its irreversible ambiguity and abstraction, let me 
ask what is sovereign power i I accept the defi- 
nition of both Grouufl and Rutherforth; " that 
whatever power is independent, so as not to Im» 
subject to any other power, ia sovereign. (Ruth. 
Inst., p. 283.) How, then, is this sovereign or 
independent power, this great mass of supreme 
national rights, distributed through the complex 
organism of our political system? 

The tenth article of amendments to the Consti* 
tution gives the answer in language too clear for 
the sligntest misunderstanding: 

" The powers not delegated to the Untied Statea 1^ the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the Btaiea, are reserved 
to tlie Slates respective])', orto the poople." 

What is spoken of here? Not on indivisible 
sovereignly — a single power; but '* the powers. " 
Hence there must be mora than one. But hcnr 
are these divided powers recognized as distrib- 
uted ? Amongthe three different parliea designa- 
ted by the general terms: " the United States;" 
" the respective States;" and " the people." 

Again, which dirision of these distributed 
powers is sovfercign ? Now, it must be carefully 
remembered that sovereignty may be contemplated 
in two several aspects — as external, or as internal. 
All writers of any note i^ree in the statement of 
this distinction. Therefore we may narrow ^ 
question— what Department of the Geneml Gov- 
ernment, the Slates, or the peo;rie, must wield the 
external sovereign power? The Constitution 
assiens this to the United States excTuaively. 
Neiuier the respective States nor the people pos- 
sess the power to declare war, or make peace, 
or coin money, or form treaties and alliances. 
Hence the latter have not a partible of direct ex- 
ternal sovereignty to connect them with the inde- 
pendent nations of the earth — none at all save in- 
directlyt through the remote action of the right of 
suffrage. 

But what shall we say of the internal sover- 
eignty? In this aspect, the powers are distrib- 
uted in the hands of the General Government, of 
the several States, and of the people. Therefore, 
anotherinquiryispresentediwhidb of these handd 

foasesses the sovereign or independent power? 
answer* that each ia sovereign within its splwre, 
while each ia subject beyond ita sphere. And 
this conclusion results from the fact of a diatribu- 
tion of the various powers, as all distribution 
necessarily implies a corresponding limitation. 

There is, however, another and more popular 
meaning of the word " sovereign," as4naicating 
that particular power from which all the rest ore 
considered to emanate; and in that sense it is 
usually applied by way of courtesy and political 
compliment to the people. Yet this, a rigidly 
logical criticism must pronounce inaccurate; be- 
cause we have no audi visible oad personal sov- 
ereign as will correspond with that import of the 
term. We have only a paper sovereign. And 
this fact marks the very profound difference be- 
twixt our system and all others, in England 
they swear allegiance to the Queen; in Russia to 
tbo Emperor; out in fVee America no man will 
brook the oath of all^ianee to a man. We will 
pledge ourselves alone before God to the eternal 
truth and beauty of an idea— obedient subjection 
to the sacred instrument which constituted lib- 
erty in tho idea of law. How absurd, therefore, 
appears the inconsistency of interpolating the 
pnroses borrowed Srom EToropean writers into a 
political language derived from constitntioDal 
principles altogether new, and radically antago- 
nistic to those of that alien school ! 

But, returning to the subject of distribution, 
what tribunals shall be the umpires between the 
different aorereign powers, to confine each within 
ita appropriate sphere, and prevent both collision 
and asoipatioo ? There can evidently be none, 
except the etmititutionsl eoiuta^of the country . 
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Who ihall jndn betwixt tli* reipectin States 
and their own eitizeDi? The courts. Who shall 
judge between all the powers alike ? The courts. 
There can be no other tribunal to pronounce 
sentence decisive and final in any case, bat the 
trumpet of reTolution. And it is preeiselr here, 
at thu most critical point of all, that Mr. Cal- 
houn^ theory betraya the fiiU foiee of iu dan- 
^rons and destrueUTe tendency. He denounces 
ID the stronfest tenns,as uaconsUlutional, the 
law conferring the right of appeal from the State 
tribunals to Uie Supreme Court of the Union. 
He will not tolerate it in any case whatcTer. 
(p. 318.) Thas h« would create within the bosom 
of each Stat* two difiterent powers, armed with 
omnipotent vetoes to annul the laws of Congress: 
first, the local legislature; and secondly, the local 
Judiciary. How contradictory is this double nul- 
lification to the ojunion ot the great Jackson, as 
expressed in that preeioua Iwtcy of patriotic 
thought and sentiment which ne nqueathed to 
us and our poatertty in the warning wmds of his 
ftrewell adatess: 

**BBt iBinisrio awiaiain the Onloa oahspsired. It ft 
shSDiBllT BBcBWSiy itial the lawspiwd Iw ihe co— tawMd 
aattoiitiss be AiifeAdl; ezeeaisA fa enrr jwrtef 

ibe eoastnr, sad tbat evsiy som eitlsea ■boaU at au times 
sisiid nadf ts patdowa, with die eoaiWaed ftiee of iIm 
aatioa, erciir sueMt at aniawflti rsrimaee, aader whst- 
orer pmazt it My to Biaile,ar whatever dwpe it Dwr ■•- 



trneaaMiiatlOBal or oppreasiTe lam may no doubt 
td CoDfreM, elllwt from eironeoui riewa or tha 
wani of doa eonildentioa. If Uiejr are wiibiR reach of 
Jadleislaailiarttr, tbaremodriiMsjrandpeacelUi and if, 
ooBi llM cbaiacter of tbe law. It Is u abait of povm ant 
willtfa Uie eoBtrd or Ike iudldaiT, tim Aae diseoMloa and 
ctlmaapnIttoreaMMiaadtotbeJailleeoftiM pncmlewUI 
B0( (Ul to redrMi tbo wroog. But aaiO law bimI) be 
dedared mid by ibe coait^ or repealed by Coupes*. DO iB- 
dlrfdnsl, or coBbtmiioa or lodlridiuU, can be JuHifled in 
fbictUr redttinf iu exoentioa. It Is liopoMaiii Diat aay 
IhmniiiMnt enn continue to oxlM npoa any otlier priao- 
pU*. It would cesM to be a Ooveniinent, and be naworOr 
orHMBaaMiifltlwdBotlbii power to eafbree ibeexoctt- 
ikn of Iti own tawi witiUn ill own apbere of actios. " 

In a previous senteDce he embodied, as in a 
point or li^htnin^, all the beanty of a splendid 
thought, with all the fbrea of a will that knew 
not how to falter: 

"At ereiT uArd, and br avsir neiUee, itaii Untoa 
mat be pf«Mrved.>' 

_ TU» is jnnniiw Denioeiaey of the old national 
lio^the Democracy of cooatitational liberty and 
eternal Union; and not that bastard birth of aris- 
tocratic anarchy and nullification wbi^ seeks to 
assume the mantle of a glorious name as the eorer 
foritspoUtical deformities. For thedoctrine of the 
D^auve theory is not Democracy at all, or in any 
inwligiblfl acceptation. Every part of it, which 
is not simple anarchy, presents a character with- 
out mixture or miti^tion purely aristocratic — 
aristocratic in its spirit, in its tendencies, and in 
itsteaehen. Itaffeeutbeinaolentairaorayene- 
tian criigarehy with hidicions pretensions to gentle 
birth and generous education ; prating incessantly 
of gross proprietary interests, as if mind and 
moralSflife and liberty, had no sort of rights under 
the Constitution. In short, it seeks to produce 
an American edition of the feudal code in the 
Mack letter type of the middle ages, when the few 
lords of land vera raised above all government, 
while the many vassals of labor were sonJc to the 
eondiUon of beasts in the harness. 

_ I will close this division of the general discus- 
sion by a brief aummary of the logical conse- 
quences leeoltlng in&Ilibly firom the negative doe- 
ttine. 

Fint. The practical effect of the State veto 
would not destroy, but only extend, the antago- 
nism of parties to the widest limits of the land. 
For SoQth Carolina might thus be secure against 
the oppressive action ofFederal authority, if such 
it be; yet what power would exist to protect the 
minority of the Carolina people from oppression 
on the part of their own dominant majonty ? 

Secondly. The citizens of the different States 
could Have no sort of remedy for the most flagrant 
violations of their righu under the Federal Con- 
stitution. Their sacred title to property might be 
infringed by local laws impairing the obligation 
of contracts. They might be hung by hundreds 
tmdertheinffictionofan«rpoif>etestatata. The 
whole country miriit be cursed to bankruptcy by 
the smissioa vt biui of credit— all without relief; 
beeauee Mr. Calhoun forbida any Appeal to the 
nprenie tribunal of the nation. 
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Thirdly. As in the case of the Roman tribunate, 
the mere nvative of the State veto would not stay 
neeative. It would soon learn to develop the ab- 
Borate power of negation into a fearflil engine of 
positive usurpation. In one section it would cry; 
*' Take away the tariff" and open the slave trade, 
or I will taboo every act of Federal authority to 
all eternity.*' Thia might be pleasant pastime for 
the ultra politicians of tne extreme South.irthey 
could have the interdict of the veto all to them- 
selves. But, in the mean time, the extreme North 
would thunder back as fiercely: " Free soil, free 
speech, free everything; freeyouralavea and elect 
FrCmont, or I will bring the Gfovemment to a dead 
halt till the crack of doom.** 

Fourthly. In times past, I can remember very 
few natioiul laws or measures of general policy 
which would not have been stiud to death in 
their in&ncy by thia politieal Herod, the veto. 
The tariff at the South, and the fugitive riave act 
at the North, would have been throttled with the 
firatgasp of breath. We could have possessed 
no flonda, Louisiana, Texas, or California, per- 
haps not a single star to illumine the Fraeral 
sphere west of the Alleghany Mountains. The 
large and lustrous folio of our country's annals 
must have remained a comparative blank, unless 
it had been blotted alt over on every page with 
the saDguinary stains of civil conflict. 

Another form of the same theory has been re- 
cently developed in this House, an eminent 
southern statesman, whopeipetrates a new defi- 
nition in the dogmatic apint of Bodin and Hobbes, 
fixing sovereignty as ** that high politieal power 
that can control all other political powers;'' and 
inarching far beyond Calnoun to the bold con- 
clusion tbat sovereignty is not only indivisible, 
but abaolalely "nnlimited." 

Such is the extraordinary postulate assumed 
without the semblance of a proof or the quota- 
tion of asinele authority; but the train of reason- 
ing dedueedfrom the fanciflil axiom ia still more 
extraordinary. The firat inferance is that the 
Gkneral Qovernment cannot poasibly be sover- 
eign; and why? Because it is " Uinited " by the 
Constitution. 

The second inference is, Uiat the State govern- 
ments cannot be sovereign from a like consider- 
tion, that these, too, an limited by the several 
State constitutions. Where, then, shall we find 
the pure unadulterated essence of that superlative 
despotism without dtvisibilitv, and without lim- 
itation, which, according to inis novel authority, 
must exist aa the primary substance of all sover- 
eignty? He answera, not in the people of ^e 
Slates, as Calhoun erroneously imagined, and as 
most Democrats have taken for granted; but " in 
the States" respectively, per u, as distinct and 
fetterleas individual sovereigns. They, and they 
alone, are the real leviatbana, beyond all law, and 
above all control. 

But let us fix the adventurous theorist to his 
original definition, and behold how these political 
State «>ds an shorn of the brightest jewels in 
their diadems. For they, not the " State govern- 
ments," but the " States" themselves, by name, 
an limited, oay,prohibited,as to the exercise of 
all thecbief functions of sovereignty. The tenth 
section in the firat article of the Constitution set- 
tles foraver their impassable boundaries. They 
cannot declare war, or form treaties, or keep 
armies or navies, or coin money, or grant titles 
of nobility, or tranaform their republican institu- 
tions into an^ other type of polity. Therefore, 
in all the main attributes of political power, the 
States are limited by the very same Constitution 
which limits the General Qovernment. Hence, 
if the latter cannot be sovereign, beeauss it is 
limited, the like native mustlw predicated of 
the former. If the mere fact of limitation be a bar 
to the possession of sovereignty in one case, it 
must be so in every other, unless we choose to 
discard common sense as well as the rule of logic. 

The fact that a doctrine so untenable and ut- 
terly self-contradictory could be prochUmed in 
the Halls of Congress by a distinguished leader 
of party, and then be circulated on the breath of 
glowing eulogy throughout the land aa a fresh 
and profound discovery in politics, is perhaps 
one of the most significant events in the intellect- 
ual hittory of the country. It evinees either a 
very low state of speeolatin aeUfity in ib» 



political world, or an intense blindnesa in the 
rage of factions, or both together. 

It is singular that the abmird consequences of 
their argumenta did not impel Mr. Calhoun and 
his imitaton to a reexamination of their original 

E remises. If they had recurred to the auinon 
y whom the great postulate of popular sover^ 
eigoty was first elaborated, it would have been 
evident at bnee how totally they have all mis- 
taken the true import of the doctnne. The prin- 
ciple, as developed by Locke, is limited in ex- 
press terms everywhere in his writings to the 
sovereign popular power of revolution. There 
cannot he cited a solitary philosopher of the lib- 
eral school, that ever dreamed or any other sig- 
nification for the term. The sovereignty of the 
people ia the right to change or abolish their form 
of government when they may adjudge it op- 
pressive—not to nullify the aeuor the coniii- 
tuied authorities, or subordinate the functions or 
the regular administration to the license of a lav- 
less anarehy. And the politician who fails to 
perceive this distinction may argue fbrever with- 
out auspecting that his discussion ia naked noo- 
sense. But, unfortuoately, the disciples of that 
sect, if they read at all the classical thinkers in 
social science, never refer to any aulhoritiet. 
They aspire to be creators of pohtical opinicn, 
and claim the patent of popularity by virtue of 
original discovery; although, as a matter of com- 
mon honesty, the^ ought to give- Hobbes the 
proper credit fbr hu dogma of the iadiviaible and 
unhmited sovereignty. 

I will then turn to the opposite political heresy; 
that which, instead of weakenii^ the sovereign 
national authority by infinttesitnal division aod 
distribution, would collect and consolidate all per- 
sonal and public rights in the hands of a auprcne 
central power. As we have seen the doctnne of 
Mr. Calhoun's sect to be utter anarchy, so we 
shall find that of the school which I am about to 
examine to be unmitigated and merciless desro:- 
ism. Aa the one dsstroys every vestige of polit- 
ical authority, so the ouier unnihilaies the last 
shadow of private rights. The one mounted cb 
the other consummates the climax of theoretical 
absurdity. The ultimate extreme of the despotic 
school has, at length, been attained in the preten- 
sion that Congress has the absotutft power ta 
legislate for the people of the Territorios. In 
plain terras, the pretension assumes the unlimited 
control of legislative supremacy without even tb; 
semblance of representation, or anv eorrespoDC- 
ing right on the part of the people. It is ail power 
on the one hand, and all unmixed servituae Bad 
degrading subjection on the other. For, accordicf 
to this theory, the citizen of any State, upon hii 
emigrating into a Territory, 4nd by the men 
chance of residence, becomes as thoroughly de- 
nuded of all personal and political riebia as the 
lowest serf in the Russian empire. He loses bis 
civil •tstui as an American, nay— aa I will bere- 
afler show — his natural sfsfiu as a man. Before 
the emigration he was a sovereign; after the em- 
igration he is a slave. Then, no authority on iM 
earth could touch his inviolable right of property: 
Imt now thai right trembles like a withered luf 
before the bream of Congress, or may be tossed 
away at will by the rude finger of a monsmwi 
squatter sovereignty. 

Now, I desire to Itnow upon what principle in 
our system so extraerdinaryatransformatioDcui 
be accomplished ? What political le^erdem&:a 
elTects this solemn change of the free citizen iuiD 
the powerless, paltry serf? Can the magieil 
wandof the conjuror be found in the Con^^uoc' 
On the contraiy, that instrument exprrSly- de- 
clares " that all the powera not delegated toiht 
United States, nor prohibited to the States, are 
reserved to the States respecttvdy, or to the peo- 
ple." 

Are, then, the rights of the people to life, lib- 
ertv, or property,Bubjected to the tegislativo coo- 
trtM of Congress by any grant, express or implied, 
in the Constitution? Forif thepowerover thcsr 
rights be not delegated, it must be retained by 
the people themselves; because no one will pre- 
tend that the reapective Statea eiUier possess, or 
ever can possess, the authority to deprive ii« 
citizen of life, liberty^ or property, unleaa he for- 
feiu thew natural n^ta by enme, or becomes 
whoDy ineompeteqTto ^i^^s^)^^^^, by aom« 
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It of God or nataie. I ask, therefore, hy what 
eana can the Genend GoTeroment acquire the- 
mpofa power to divest theae original and inhe- 
nt human righlaf Do voa refer me to the third 
ction in the Toorth artlue of the Constiuition ? 
< Congreaa tttM have power to diqiose of ud make all 
edful lulea aod regulation* mpectlng tta« leirilory or 
let property bdooKlDC to tbe United States." 

Bead this section, submit it to tbe common 
ixims of logical interpretatioa; and 1 defy any 
vyer in the world to detect anything here, save 
9 clear and ondoubted declaration of a Aill and 
oiplete property in Congress, as to the terri- 
■y of the UniAi. It is the affirmation of a legal 
wer to sell or exchange, and of a legal power 
regulate the territory — die land of the United 
lies, s> property, as the other proper^, to which 

I Government may be lawmlly entitled. It 
'66 the Gqaunment perfect power over its own 
)perty, blMot the slightest authority to touch 
( or mine; and tbe politician who cannot, or 

II not see this luminous distinction, as visible 
the tight which reveals the words of the aen- 
ice~ stands too high or too low ever to be 
.ched by the fcAve otanv ailment. Congress 
f the power to make all heedful rules and reg- 
tions respecting the artillery and muskets of 

United States, or to dispcna of them. No 
ibt of it; but eaa Congress control the rights, 
I Congress divest the property of the men who 
idle those guna i Does the right of government 
its own peculiar property confer olso the ex- 
jrdinarv right to usurp the property of the 
iple? Hence, it is self-evident that the Oenetal 
vernment poaseste the oatbority of an owner 
be Territory ofthelTaitedStateiiDOtfaiiigmore 
I nothing leas. 

lut the authority of an owner " to make all 
dful rules and regulations "respecting his prop- 
p- is a very exaned one, and necessarily im- 
:a several other important and powerful nghts, 
I among the rest, the absolute right to exclude 
other persona from interfering in any manner 
h such property. Therefore, the General Gov- 
meat, as owner, has the undoniable jwwer to 
vent any person whomsoever fVom intruding 
> the territory which belongs to the United 
tea-, else it would not possess the authority of 
ry owner. 

.gain, every proprietor who chooses to allow 
ir persons to enter or remain upon hia land, 
also a clear right to say that they shall behave 
uselves in a peaceable and orderly manner; 
ither words, he baa tbe right, with the corrc- 
nding power, to keep the peace on hia own 
nises. And, therefore, tbe General Govern' 
It, na the legal proprietor of the common ter- 
ry belonging to the Union, must possess the 

authority to frame such regulations as may 
-.elculatcd to preserve order, and to protect the 
Its of all, as well as to enforce the observance 
hese regulations when promulgated, 
ut no noon in his senses will infer that the 
lority to keep the peace and protect the life, 
rty, and property of others, involvea the des- 
c power to annul any or all of these natural 
ts, or to curtail their appropriate enjoyment, 
et, although the It^utlc of the General Gov- 
aent is complete to this territny, all admit 

Congress merely holds it in equitable and 
al trust for the common benefit of the whole 
■rican people. The past history of the nation 
[idantly- proves tliat tliis same common ben- 
can be best promoted by opening tlie tcrri- 

to settlement, in order to produce a glorious 
pth of new States; and, therefore, as the Con- 
ition sanctions the admission of tliese, the 
-se thus indicated by the interest of all has 
)me the uniform policy of the Government, 
he entire subject of Federal jurisdiction in 
lion to the Territories has been invtdved in 

strangest concision by the unaccountable 
cal blunders of politicians who, in aearching 
remote and recondite sources of authority, 
i overlooked the true principle offered I^r 
mon reason without the troiible of invesu- 
on. Thus Senator Douglas argues, or ap- 
■8 to argue, that Congress has no legislative 
-er over any Territory because the soil is 
eral property. But this is an extraordi- 
f specimen of deduction for a man claiming 

honors of both the erudite lawyer and the 



gigantic statesman; for does not the mere fact of 
ownership in land confer a very extensive and 
exclusive right of regulation i Can any one even 
ima^ne a regulative power more absolate within 
its areumscnbed sphere i Hence, although the 
Senator's premises are unassailable, they war- 
rant, in law and logic, the totally opposite con- 
clusion — that the General Government has a 
certain legislative authority in the Territories be- 
cause it is proprietor of the soil. This Federal 
power is nevertheleaa singular and *ui geiurii, 
regarding immediately the land, and only by 
neceassry legal implication the people who may 
be permitted to enter and reside upon it. Hence, 
the authority finds its most appropriate Verbal 
expression in the formula of the Constitution, as 
" the power to make all needAil rules and regula- 
tions. ' And as every rule and regulation on the 
subject of property must have an incidental effect 
upon the people connected in any manner with 
the same, therefore the regulative power of Con- 
gress as to the inhabitants within its peculiar terri- 
torial domain results as a corollary by irresistible 
demonstration. For every proprietor is a legiti- 
mate sovereign upon hia own land — a sovereign 
to conserve order and prevent outrage, nuisance, 
or crime; to protect tne rights of others when 
admitted upon his premises, but never to take 
such rights away. Such is the general principle 
of universal jurisprudence, so different from the 
monstrous and amazing paralogism of the lUinois 
Senator. 

There is another doctrine still more inconse- 
quential, if that be possible, than the one just 
examined, as it derives the authority of Federal 
legislation over the Territories from the power to 
admitnew Statcainto the Union. Thereosoning 
runs thus: "The major includes the minor; there- 
fore the power to admit implies the power to pre- 
pare for admission." It is difficult to deal seri- 
ously with such strange logic, for there is no 
imaginable relation of even contiguity or contrast 
betwixt the terms of tho a^umenl; because the 
first premise is not true in any case real or con- 
ceivable, that the power to admit persona into a 
special ^atnt or condition involves the power to 
prepare them for admission. For Instance, the 
judge has the right to admit members to the status 
of attorneys; but does that give him the right of 
any anterior preparation in the cose? The priest 
has the rieht to admit a pair of lovers to the con- 
dition of holy matrimony, but does that confer 
any preliminary or imphed right in the clerical 
robe to conduct the courtship ! There Is nothing 
in the whole idea save fog and confusion. The 
theory may appear very profound to the distin- 
guished politieiana who hjfife^rBeently discovered 
It; for waters look sometffpss extremely deep 
when they are only turbid. 

Besides, if the reasoning were perfectly valid, 
the consequence would be an unmitigated Federal 
despotism; for, if the power to admit new States 
imi^ies the power of antecedent preparation for 
admission by prescribing laws over the Territo- 
ries, Congress must be the sole judge as to the 
necessity and nature of such laws, and may, there- 
fore, prepare for free States or the reverse by pos- 
itive l^slation on the subject. Hence, itisman- 
ifest in ev^ view, that all the authority of the 
General Government to control or relate the 
actions of American citizens in the Territories 
must be inferred from the conatitutional provision 
which invests it with the legal attributes of a pro- 
prietor in the soil. And even this is a very ex- 
tensive power of regulation, but it stops short of 
the tyrant's jurisdiction to change or modify the 
rights of property appertaining to the people. 
Therefore, such being the impassable limit of 
Federal legislation, I solicit special attention 
and invoke all the ^ill of hostile criticism to the 
anidysis of the great and fundamental question 
wfaiui I now suggest: WhenCongressproceeds to 
open a given territory for settlement on the part 
of the American people, can Congress discriminate 
among the citizens, and say what particular doss 
shall, and what particular class shall not, enter 
freely, and make their future homes widttn the 
new territorial boundaries f la it competent for 
Congress to declare by law, that the virgin soil 
shall be occupied only by the men of Massachu- 
setts, or only by the men of South Carolina? 
The universai answer is, doj but whj not ? There 



can be no more than a single reason assigned, 
yet that one alone is omnipotent. Because the 
Constitution has not clothed Congress with any 
power toeffectsueh adiscrimiaatton. It hastha 
authority to admit new States} but not the sem- 
blance of on authority to determine what citisens 
shall become rooted in the soil of tbe new Static, 
either before or after their incorporation with the 
Union. Thus far all the world must agree. 

Then, upon the unassailable strength of this 
plain constitutional principle, I take my stand, 
and propound another and still more decisive 

SueatioD— con Congress accomplish that by in- 
irect'meana which, as all concede, it cannot do 
directly? Here,agaio, all political thinkers will 
accord in the nply* assuredly not. Therefore, 
Congress cannot exchide tbe citizens of Maine 
or Massachusetu, by excluding their property, 
whether it consists of farming implements, mer- 
chandise, or machinerr. Besides, Congress has 
no authority to effect tne supposed exclusion for 
another reason — because Congress has not a scin- 
tilla of power to destroy or change the natutvt 
and legal rights or relations of property. Does 
any one deny the legitimacy of tola double infer- 
ence? Will any one dare deny it? No one at 
the South— wild as some of the ultra school con- 
fessedly are— has ever yet auggeated theezdusioa 
of either the people or the property of Maine or 
of Massachusetts from any territory belongingto 
the United States. 

Then, finally, can Congress exclude either the 
people or the property ofSouth Carolina and of 
Texas from alike parUeipation in the enjoyment 
of any territory which haa been opened for the free 
settlement of all? There can be no escape from 
the irresistibleconcluaion that Congress does not, 
and cannot, possess this uneontroHed, this ftight- 
ful despotism of power. 

Every enlightened member of the Kepublican 
party will acknowledge the Icwicaljustice of the 
general inference; aM even Uie Abolitionist, I 
believe, does not dispute it. But these politicians, 
in order to elude the overwhelming force of the 
constitutional urnment,Mek riielter in a subtile 
distinction, wbiut would separate human slaves 
from every other speeiea of property. They 
admit that Congress nas no autnoritv to prohibit 

Kroperty recognized to be such by the universal 
LW of nations; but they urge, oa a apecial excep- 
tion, that human slave property is purely the 
creature of local legislation, without any sort of 
standing in the courts of the civilized world. 

Now, supposing, for the moment, that the rule, 
as stated by the Republicans, were true among 
the other nations of the earth, still it could not 
possibly be recognized by the American Congress 
without moral treason to that very Constitution 
from which alone we derive all our power of law- 
ful action. For, according to the Constitution, 
the slave property of the country forms partially 
the basis of representation as well as of direct 
taxes. Therefore, you cannot deny, under any 
pretext, or bj any Ivisladve measure whatever, 
the simple fact that naves are property, whether 
by right or wrong, without, at tne same time, 
denying to me, and evefy other member from the 
southern States, Uie least pretension to a seat on 
this floor, or on that of the Senate. 

But a still stronger reason, or, at least, one more 
clearly appreciable, must forever debar you fhim 
aaaeriing oy l^ialation that slaves are not prop- 
erty. Because theConBtitution,whichevery mem- 
ber and functionary of the Government pledges a 
solemn oath to support, has prescribed expressly 
the return of fugiuves from serrice — as property, 
OS any other description of property — to the 
owners possessing a legal title in the same, there- 
fore, let slavery l>e the greatest of ell human 
wrongs, the infringement of natural right, an out- 
rage against the law of nations, nevertheless, the 
institution must be recognized as protected by 
constitutional sanctions thus far, that no Repre- 
aentative in Congress can ignore or deay the pres- 
ent and positive &ct, that the slaves thersselves 
are property. What ! would yon admit me to 
the nigh honor of a place on this floor by virtue 
of an election deriving its validity from the actual 
existence of that very slave property; and in obe- 
dience to the fundamental law, would you restore 
the bondman to his moster; and yet, if I atiemj^ 
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domun open to the peojile of all the State* alike, 
woald yoa dispute ray title bo amply secured by 
constitutional recognition f Would yoa fiilminate 
' • Hal I ! thoae slaves are not property but persons- 
free men in the Territories, though serrile erery- 
wherc else?" Such a logical and political contra- 
aiction is too monstrou* for the g^rasp of human 
credulity. Therefore, wjjelher in the abstract 
true or false, and wlioeTer besides may say it, an 
American Congress sitting under the authority 
of the Conatitulion can never say that the bond- 
aerrants of the South are anything but projperty. 

There is,however,a still more fatal &n4 funda- 
mental objection to the exercise of any mch pre- 
rogative on the part of Congress, because the 
Constitution has not delected to the General 
Government the despouc power of a legietadve 
function to determine, as an original question, 
what shall be, or ^at shall not be, property, or 
any of the specific attributes to be included within 
the definition of the concrete term. Does anyone 
contend for the existence or possibility of such a 
transcendent Federal authonty ? Let him show 
it; and, at the >ame time, he will show the power 
of as perfect and all-engrossing a despotism as the 
most vivid imagination could conceive; because, 
if the Genera) Oovernment ia invested with the 
supreme right to define for the Slates and the 
people the essential eharacteristica of property, it 
may adjudge in favor of slavery, aa well as against 
it. Then Congress must wield the acnial omnip- 
otence which IS only ideal in the British Parlia- 
ment. It can decide that corn or cotton, or Yan- 
kee clocks and watches, shall not be considered 
property. From fanciful motives of pity or jus- 
tice, it may exempt dogs and mules from the 
category ofinvoluntary servitude, or even elevate 
them to that of personality, as the Roman em- 
peror raised a fiivorite horse to the consolship of 
the world. Hence the General Qovemment can 
have no power to assiga or enforce a definitioQ 
of either persons or property; and therefore, by 
demonstration, no legislative act of Federal au- 
thority can touch the problem of slavery in the 
Territories, as relating to the righta of American 
citizGns. 

But recurring to the assumption that slave prop- 
erty is a peculiarity of the local law, rejected oj the 
general lurisprudcnc*! of nations, I controvert the 
fact, anJ affirm the rule to be directly the reverse — 
that the ri^ht of property in slaves ia recognized 
by the universal law, and only prohibited by the 
internal policy of particular States. And this will 
be fiilly apparent by one or two citations from the 
very highest tribunals in the civilized world, as 
embodied injudicial decisions, uttered by lips of 
eloquence luminous with all learning. 

Lord Stowell delivering the opinion of the EOjg- 
litb High Court of Admiralty in the com of Le 
Louis, said ; 

" tVbai IB the doctrine oTonr conitt, <« tbelawofas- 
thHM. Mlativcljr to thone nations wbicb ariliere to dw pnte- 
ticeofcnrrylDKonttteAfrictuiitavetnder Wbr,llwtlbeir 
practice ia to be respected j and tint ib^ iIsvm, if taken, 
Brc tn be restored to tbem ; and, if not taken under inno- 
cent misuke, to be restored with cosu and damages. All 
thl«, surely, on tbe poon^^bat sncb cooduct oa the rart 
ofanySuteisnodepnmiiffnaBitlislaworMUoBa. The 
aoumoiu (kct is, that in tbe dominions oTUiii eoutrr, and 
oUien, luany tlunuand peiaoos ore beid ts legal vagnxij, 
Oiay, and dielr posterity, upon no other origbial tifls Ihitn 
that which I am now called upon to prononnee a crime — 
every one of these initances uiended with all tbe snnva. 
tiona that appertain to Uic Ions cootinaation of enone. If 
erlme it be ; and yet protected by law, wtib idl the tecilri- 
lle« that can be civcn to propsny in its most respected 
fbntu."-^ Dod. M. R.y p. 

Tn the case of the Antelope, Chief Justice Mor- 
ahall said : 

" Both Europe and America embarked in the riave tndA ; 
and for iiearty two ernturies it wm carried on wltboutoppo- 
■ition and wRhout censure. A Jurist could not say, that a 

timcticR Uius supjtnrted was UM^I. and that those engaged 
u it might be pnnifbrd, either perMoally or bf depdvaaaa 
orpropcrir.>^-10 WklOo*, p. ui. 

If, then, even the property in slaves, though 
torn away directly from their homes on the coast 
of Africa, be thus respected by the courts of all 
civilized nations — of the nations, too, which have 
abolished the ahive trade, I demand, in the name 
of reason, jtislice, and common honeaty, upon 
what firiiiciplca can the American Congress de- 
clare that ifiia property, bom on the soil, and 
rearL'd l>y tlin hand of a master, and more than 
iJI, rcco{;iiized as property by Uie Conatitutioii* 



shall cease to be property in the Territories of the 
Union ? 

HowcTer, I must recur to another law, for I 
have not the special advantage, appropriated to 
their own personal use by some of my southern 
friends. I acknowledge the law of God as re- 
vealed in the eternal paees of truth and beaatr 
of both nature and revelation; and I regard all 
human constitutions and codes which confiict 
with these as essentially wron^,unjti8t,and tyran- 
nical; nor can any one believing this doubt that 
every such law, high or low, ought to be repealed 
as speedily as possible, althoi^h it may be the 
duty of a good citizen to obey it until it shall be 
coDstitationally annulled. 

On the other hand I differ Mo cafe from those 
who would make their private Judgment and con- 
science the only and inihllible measure of human 
institutions— .men who, having revolted from a 
similar authority, once arrogated by the Roman 
See as the supreme umpire in eases of cosuisttr, 
would now create the wretched substitution of a 
petty Pope in the brain or bowels of every sepa- 
rate individual. 

But the question has been propounded again 
and again with a superb air thoroughly e» eat&edrd; 
Suppose that, in the opinion of the private citi- 
zen, the law of God and nature should commai^d 
one thing, and the human law another, which is 
he under obligation to obey? I reply, that this 
problem has been subjected to tentauve analyeis 
by some of the wisest philosophers that ever lived, 
yet it remains, as it always must remain, in- 
solvable except by indefinite approximation. It 
stands in the same mysterious category as the 
quadrature of the circle, or tbe apparently oppo- 
site mathematical demonstrations of a man'mum, 
and of a minimum, in time, space, or numbers. 
It is the point of conflict between two principles 
of coordinate authoritr which have Been aeci- 
dentzdly deranged in their natural equilibrium. 
On the one hand, the law of God and nature istif 
supreme force and obligation; on the other, the 
citizen has stipulated, oy all the solemnities of 
the social compact, to conform his actions to the 
rules of civil society. Hence, in the case sup- 
posed , there are two authorities struggling for the 
mastery. It is a case of the diu-kest perplexity, 
a starless night of the soul, in which no day-beam 
twinkles through tbe utter gloom of thought. It 
is the agitation of that icy sea of doubt on which 
oil great heroic hearts from Job to Luther have 
been tossed in torture, or have writhed in despair. 
It is the crucifixion of uncertainty, which Christ 
himself knew when he cried aloud, " My God, 
my God, why h&st thou forsaken me?" "Mys- 
tery of mysteries, who shall hope to solve it, that 
the Son of God hlinseif should even doubt of 
God I" Never will 1 treat with levity tbe honest 
doubt of a soul; for that soul may be more 
sublime in the agony of its doubttban I in all the 
pride of my opinion. But would the individual 
soul seek to impose its doubt on tbe generality of 
society to nullify the laws — to subvert the Gov- 
ernment? ^lat is no longer doubt, bat a^^res- 
sion. 

Therefore, the only approximate solution of the 
question is this; The citizen who believes that the 
human law is absolutely opposed to the Divine 
law of God and nature, may labor by peacefiU 
means for the revocation of the obnoxious statute, 
or he may disobey and suffer in silent patience as 
a martyr, with the admiration of all the world, in- 
cluding even his persecutors, or he may cut loose 
from the lies of the social compact by resorting to 
the sword of revolution, and thushe will get rid 
of the antagonism and conflict of the two laws. 

But in spite of charity, candor compels me to 
say, that of all the dispentere, whether religious 
or political, that have ever existed in the annals 
of mankind, the Abolitionist of America seems 
to me the furthest removed from the spirit and 
conduct of the genuine martyr, and the nearest 
akin to the wild revclulioniet who would, if he 
could, shiver the seven globes in order to carry 
out the execution of a smgle and very peculiar 
idea. 

But is human slavery opposed to the law of 
nature? In the former part of my argument I fur- 
nished the proofs that, in certain circumstances, 
slavery is not only permitted, but positively en- 
joined by tbe clearest niuumi principles for the . 



food of tbe slave himself as well as of society; and 
showed that the bondage of the n^o race, both 
in Africa and Ameriea, stands Justified on 
ground of sneh eirenmatanees. I will, therefoie, 
onlv now refer to the highest uthoritie*, which, 
with extraordinary unammity, confirm this oinn- 
ion. I then affirm it to be the Ikct, and challei^ 
contradiction, that there is not one work of any 
note to befound in all the annals of political philos- 
ophy — not one volume on the subject of natural 
lawevercited asof any weightin the courts of Uts 
dvilized world, which does not admit, in certiuD 
coses, the lemiily ofpereonal slavery. Grotiu*, 
Puffendorf, Locke, Rutherforth, and Comte, art 
but a few of the great mmes which may be ad- 
duced u tho avidenee of my aaaertion. 

Grotiae defines slaTery to be ** an obligatioe, 
on the part of the slave, to give all hia labor fer 
a snpplT of the bare necessaries ^Uifls."— GriL 
lib. 2, chap. 5, see. 87. ^ 

Rutherfoitb, fai his Inititates of Natuial Jja, 
says: ' 

" ThoD^ It may be posdble Itea man to be ■ Avn frm 
his birth, yet so man la natarally a slave. Ttaey «te «« 
slaves from Ihdt birth most have befa made so eh by mm 
accident which happened before they were bom. "—p. SH 

On the next page, the author aMeita expreariv: 
"BKIdavei7,ilUwii^itls aotdMnntnial staieoTiaT 
roaa, may be Inttedaeed eonsMeatly wiik ttw law itf 

nature." 

And he proceeds to trace the different lavfti 
causes from which slavery may be derived. 

First, from the act of the slave's parenti; u 
when, being unable to support a child, they inu:i- 
fer it to a master upon the condition of its beic; 
a bond-servant for life. — p. S40. 

Secondly, from the individual's own constm, 
as to save himself from starving. — p. 341. 

Thirdly, from damages done, when the perari 
who did It has no other way of making repara- 
tion.— p. 943. 

Fourthly, as the pnniahment of erime, or tn 
restrain the criminal a repetition of the of- 
fense.— p. S4S. 

Finally, from captivity in war. — P. 344. 

And at the end oi the chapter, Rutherforth ctr- 
cludes with the text of Gratius, that the servi^f 
sWtu of the children must, by die law of nauim. 
follow that of the mother.— p. 247. 

Locke, on the contrary, admits but a s!d<:<4 
ori^nal cause ftir human honda^e — the right >r- 
quired by captivity in war; and with his uml 
^nerosity and rigid sense of justice, he allovi 
the condition to belawftil so longae the liberaiiw: 
of the captive or his offspring would be dan|«^ 
ous to the safety of the captor or hia nation. 

It is Comte, however, who has recently pound 
over the entire subject the richest flood of h^'. 
and learning, demonstrating, in the most incoc- 
trovertible manner, not only the natural riEb:. 
but the absolute necessity of slavery, in the ca.ur 
of savan or barbarous races. While, in addiuo: 
to his doims as the most lofry philosophical r- 
niuB of the modem world, hia authority on iKia 
subject is entitled to amore profound respect frr, 
the consideration that be ia one of the most biii^f 
and uncompromising opponents of the Afrio^ 
slave trade. 

If, then, the right which I possess in my slai' 
property be recognized by the laws of natsr; 
ana nauona, by the acta of Congress, and by 
fhndomentai principles of the Constitution, vowli 
it not be the wildest usurpation in the Ge&*ry 
Government to exclude that same property fraa 
any territory belonging to the tTnitcd States? 

I admit that every separate State may excloc; 
this, or any other species of property, vliit^ 
shall be inconsistent with the peculiar objer^ 
its own local and internal policy. But no su-: 
power can be arrogated by Congress ovf-r t:,- 
Territories, without the assumption of a e-r.- 

Elete and frightful despotism. But if Coasj^-- 
as no such authority, can it be conferred on t 
people of the Territories themselves? In f ';^: 
terms, con Congress delesate that power to *--- 
other, which Congress does not, and ra:^ ' '. 
itself possess? No man will say so who is '- ' 
mad enough to deny that two and two t.*^- 
four. And this brings us into the thickest 
of Bc[uatter sovereignty. 
irConjgress, then, cannot ^vc the people ofr^ 
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? on ih« subject, whence do they, whence ean 
■V, derive sucli an authority? Here, all the light* 
ilif soi-d'isatU Democracy interpose with adverse 
jluimtiotia, all equally iiicomprehenaible, all 
inliy incoitsistent with one another, and each 
1 more inconsistent with itaclf. I believe there 
not one doctor of the new Democratic faitK, 

could give an account, even under oath, to- 
r, of the creed of his party on the question Of 
latter sovereignty, which he would not be ready 

1 anxious tounswear to-morrow. General Cass 
(tried it; Senator DotiglaB has tried it; every- 
ly has tried it; and, as Byron said of Coleridge 
t his metaphysics, each, in his turn, has been 
Dpclled to explain his ezplanation, ah mo vaqve 
mala. And then, after the strange phantotn 
I been defined all over, from the head to tlie 
Is, it will not stay defined. Itis first one thing, 
I then another; and then, aeain, nothings at ul. 
laa more^hms than the fitoled Protaas; more 
ds thtin llRiernBan hydra; more tongues than 
gil's lying rumor. It is for slavery in the 
itli, for frec-aoil in the North, and in the mid- 
States for anything and eveiy thing which can 
udc the people. 

wish to know, then, where the people of the 
■itorica ^nt their authority to legislate on the 
iject oY civil rights? The powerof legislation, 
■very one admits, is a sovereign power. I 
uire, therefore, who or what constitutes the 
pie of a Territory a public sovereignty, and 
m what principle ? 

'he modern Democrats concede that the Gen- 
I Government cannot do it, as that does not 
aess any such despotic power for itself. Hence 
re is but a single alternative; the people of a 
■ritory must haTe the right, on their own mo- 
1, to assume the character of a political aover- 
Dty. 

lut this hypotheais is utterly inconsistent with 
relations which both the people and the soil 
be Territories sustain towards the Government 
the United States; becauM, in the first place, 
people of the Territories are citizens, that is 
any, subjects of the United States; and no 
jects, while they remain such, can be at liberty 
change their political connections with the 
remo authority of the land, by nodilying or 
dening their allegiance witha new and difierent 
ial compact. But mav not Con^ss grant 
ID the pcrmitision to no so? This, again, is 
•ossible; for Congress has no constitutiooal 
rer to admit any nttc social or political body 
my name, species, or descriptioD, within Uie 
its of the entire national jurisdiction, save 
Y in the form of a new State. Congress, 
i\n§ only in the light of tha Constitution, can 
ignize nothing beyond the General Govern- 
it, but the Stales and the people. It can know 
ti tium quid, no monstrous squatter sovereign, 
'State and half people; an imaginary sphinx, 
b the head of a man and the body of a beast. 
! Conatiiution provides no recognition, no 
d of welcome for such a prod^y. If so, 
>re is it? No one dares attunpt to tell, 
ut secondly: the peculiar condition cuf a ter- 
ria] soil in relation to the national Govem- 
it t;xcludes the hypothesis of any conceivable 
ulnr sovereignty ui the residents within its 
udarics; for there can be no political sov- 
|iity in a community without political juria- 
lon over the soil; and this, by the express 
IS of the Constitution, is entirely vested in 
grcss, so long as the land shall continue ter- 
rial. 

hese are some of the enormous absurdities 
lented by every aspect, and upon the briefest 
ice, by that poliucal nondescript, squatter 
sreigniy— that Janus-faced delusion, with one 
ge smiling towards the north star and the 
!r in the direction of the tropics. But the 
tves which produced it are stul more detest- 

than the thing itself; for, as every one 
ws, it was invented by certain aspiring poli- 
ns in order to escape the onus of rupotui- 
y regarding slavery in the Territories, 
inalhr, I deny that th^ is, or can be, any 
ext (or nn authority in the people of the Ter- 
ries to take away my shive, or to exdude fiom 
public and common domain of the whole coun- 
cither that or any other species (MT property; 

any American citizM would be b^tUyi w 



I well as moniUy, justified in reusttng tothe death 

I such a monstrous usurpation of despotic power; 
' because the act, whether perpetrated by one man 
or one hundred thousand, would not be the less 
a robbery and outra^; for the constitutional 
charter of American liberty asserts that all. the 
powers not delegated to the General Government 
are retained by the States, or the people. The 
General Government possesses no power over 
my slave, and ray own State does not pretend to 
any; therefore this power belongs to me, as an 
individual proprietor among the people. Can 
another individual of the people divest me of it ? 
No. All the world must answer thus. But why ? 
Because thatwould be open robbery. Then, can 
ten others do it? The reply must be still, no; for 
the number of robbers, iP"tead of lessening the 
crime, only contributes to the increase of its 
aggravations; and therefore neither can ten thou- 
sand, or a hundred thousand persons, deprive me 
of my property. The conclusion is irresistible. 

But do I therefore assert that the Constitution 
carries slavery into the Territories? The prop- 
osition is nonsense. The Constitution carries 
nothing, neither persons nor property, into the 
Territories, or anywhere else. Do I then wish 
for a statute of Congress to effect such an object? 
Never; for Congress has no more power to carry 
slavery into the Territories than to forbid its 
entrance. Slavery, as I have shown, can carry 
itself with its master around the globe, over land 
and over i>ea, at all times, into all countries, and 
before all courts, save alone where it is prohib- 
ited from going by some policy exclusively local. 

Slavery Jias nothing; to ask ou the part of the 
General Government in the TcrritorieSt but that 
common security and protection which must be 
accorded to every other species of properly. It 
is for the independent judiciary or the land to 
determine what specific attributes shall conslilule 
property, and not for the political authority. 

You can now perceive clearly the enormous 
sacrifice both of sacred principle and of the best 
interests of their constituents, which those south- 
em members acbomplished on the allar of parly 
who voted for squatter sovereignty. 

Before I take my leave finally of the discussion 
regarding political jurisdiction in the Territories, 
it becomea necessary, in order to avoid misunder- 
standing, that I should mark a deep and well- 
defined distinction, as between vacant territory 
thrown open to American settlement for the 
growUi or future States, and such territories as 
may be acquired by conquest or treaty, and which 
are already inhabited by the people of adiflerent 
nation . O^r these latter Congress must possess 
the clear authority of absolute legislation, as a 
necessary incident of the power to acquire by 
treaty or conquest; because the conqueror is the 
absolute master both of the conquered soil and of 
the conquered subjects; nor have such subjects 
any class of rights, secured by the Federal Con- 
stitution, as the people therein designated can 
only be understood to mean American citizens. 
And therefore, in such a case, Congress has com- 
plete jurisdiction over the new subjects, as welt 
as the new soil — according to the doctrine of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in American 
Insurance Company va. Canter, (I Peters 's Rep., 
p. 511.) 

But where a Territory is oiganized for Ameri- 
can citizens, the rule isof necessity different; for 
the unanswerable reason that such American 
citizens have constitutional rights reserved to 
them by the fundamental law, and which, there- 
fore, no power on the earth is competent to usurp. 
Hence, in the latter case, Congress can merely 
exercise the authority of a public owner of the 
soil, to preserve order; to protect the Uvea, liber- 
ties, and property of the citizens thus admitted, 
as one mightsay, upon the public premises of the 
Government. But, from the manycountemcting 
constitutional causes previously explained, Con- 
gress can exert no positive power as against these 
citizens thus admitted to the hospitality of the 
Government on its own land, either to create, 
modify, or destroy their rights. To assert it is 
despotism unlimited as that of a Russian Czar. 

Havine thus traced the two chief political her- 
esies of us day, I will now inquire, dovot bodi 
of these result from that double antagonism in 
relipon and in race which I have assigned as th» 



principal source of all our dugere ? Was not the 
theory of the absolute veto, that oiganized doc- 
trine of anarchy, invented by the extreme south- 
em school with a direct view to the perpetuation 
of southern property in the continued slavery of 
the African race ? On the other hand, does not 
the northern dogma as to the unlimited sover- 
eignty of the General Qoveramcnt over the people - 
of the Territories, owe its predominance to a feel- 
ine of natural aversion against the extension of 
African bondage? Had that alien negro race 
never appeared in America, neither of these antag- 
onistic doctrines would ever have been heard of 
in history, as both would instantlT die together 
if the Africans could be removed from the coun- 
try. 

But as all error gains admission to the human 
mind by reason or i partial truth which the false- 
hood really involves or seems to involve, so both 
the schools of politiciU faith, previously criti- 
cised, exhibit some genuine principles of extreme 
importance. That was indeed a great truth, first 
presented in such a cleac and strong light by Mr. 
Calhoun , that the government of the mere numer- 
ical majority may, in the absence of any counter- 
action, become as thorough and cmel a tyranny 
as any other form of pohtical oppression. Nor 
is it less true or less important, as taught by Mr. 
Calhoun, that the right of property must be con- 
sidered sacred. For it is as original and as per- 
fectly inviolable as the holy rights of life and lib- 
erty themselves; since all these stand on precisely 
the same law of equality in that constitution which 
God himself has given to our common nature. 

These are the really valid premises from which 
the disciples of the sect have drawn such erro- 
neous and dangerous eooclusions; because the 
oppressive action of the numerical majority caa 
only be ameliorated, not by the absolute veto, 
involving the destruction of all government, but 
by some arrangement wliich shall render it im- 
possible for any law to oppress one citizen, with- 
out at the same time oppressing all. And this 
can only be effected by an equal and universal 
distribution of the burdens wiih the benefits of 
the system; to make the weight of taxes bear 
equally on all in the ratio of tlie protection which 
each receives from society; and to open every 
avenue of private and public advancement to the 
equal competition of all. I do not say that the 
ideal here stated has been yet realized in either 
of its aspects; but it is the high mission of the 

Solttical philosopher to seek the solution by in- 
efinite approximation, and not to break and rend 
into fragments the entire social structure, because 
one pillar leans slightly from the perpendicular. 

Nor would disunion airord,or tend to alTord, 
the faintest security to any kind of property, and 
least of all to southern properly, unless a Cliinesu 
wall could be erected along the whole extent of 
Mason and Dixon's line, and an iron portcullis 
could be suspended over the mouth of every 
southern harbor. 

At the same time the norllicrn school can boast 
of their principles, altogether as valuable and al- 
together as important, yet equally as partial, as 
thoae maintained by their o]iponents of the South. 
The northern people have au instinctive and un- 
conquerable antipathy against every semblance 
of human tyranny, under whatever prcicxt, or in 
whatever guise it may appear. It is the double 
antipathy of their pure Saxon blood, and of their 
Puritan religion; it is their religion. And that it 
is a sublime instinctof the heart, a commendable 
sentiment of the most enlightened intellect,!, for 
one, will never call in question. 

Bat in the applicauon of this priaeiplo the 
northern freeman very naturally makes his own 
mind and feelings the standard of comparison in 
the severe adjudication which he passes upon iho 
institution of southern slavery. His intense 
sympathy puts himself, with alt the exaggera- 
uons imposed by an ardent fancy, in the ideal 
situation of the slave; and from this imaginary 
and emotional point of view, he deduces all his 
moral conclusions, but forgetting altogether the 
real position of the master as well as the actual 
circumstances of the slave. On the contrary, the 
man of the South, implicated in the very fact, 
with every interest of ufe, liberty, and property, 
fhmilar with all iu characteristics^ and knowing 
the total impoMibility of emaneipaaon, eithen 
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pnaent or in perceptibb ^proximatioD, cannot 
bat iward tw Abolitioniit of every hw u a 
mortal foe to flonthem Mciety. 

Theereatniaaseeofthe population ever^here 
are unaoabtedly alike honeit and patrioiic — ati, 
■are the few rare agitatota of diiunion in oppo- 
■ite aeetions, who hare been aedueed fhim their 
alle^ance to the Conetitntion by the nren whis- 
pers of a delneiTe ambition. 

I have thu* attempted to characterize the more 
profound antagonisma which preaent thenuwlvea 
in Uie elemenU of our civilization; and the heart 
of every patriot itiuat shudder at the spectacle ; 
because, if one looka into the remote, or perhaps 
it may b«, very near fiittire,a bloody exchange of 
these conflicting ideas aeems onavoidable. Even 
now the soothing voice of compromise and con- 
cesaion has CMMd to be heard ooth in the coun- 
try and in the eouncila of the natioa;^ and every- 
tliiDg portends, sooner or later, the oltimate phys- 
ical collision which is now foreshadowed in the 
war of social and political opinions. 

It would ill become me to aaaume the pretension 
of a wisdom adequate to dictata the proper reme- 
dies; but I may be allowed to auneat, though 
wiU) unfeigned trepidation, sueh mila and aliena- 
ting measures as may be deduced from the princi- 
ples previously discussed. 

I. All patriots in every party, and in no party, 
must agree, that the partiu and injurious action 
and reaetioB of the Oeneral Oovemment ahull 
cease. ** Chaoa," aa in the preaent Adminiatra- 
tion, must no longer " umpire reign, and, by de- 
ciding, but embroil the strife." The executive 
trust must be confided to hands untainted by the 
smoke of the slavery confiict — to lumds as pure, 
if not so powerful, aa those of onr first ana im- 
mortal President. PerhapBHomemancanbefound 
somewhere in the Army, or Navy, or among the 
judiciary,andif notthere, why,tnen,in the bank, 
or counting-house, or behind the plow, who is 
not altogetner politically deranged on the topic 
of slavery. Perchance we may have, in a lew 
more daya, the very President we ao mnch need. 
It will be a joy to the whole country if the hope 
should prove fruition. The chosen of the late 
election was, and I trust ia yet, a diaciple of the 
oId4iBe Demiocracy, and he atanda neany the aole 
Burvivor of the daya when there were giants still 
in the land, and ine immortal Jackson was his 
chief and theirs. Thesttraction of reminiscence, 
therefore, should hold him true to the ancient and 
eternal lights of the Constitution; and no one 
doubts his genius for the Ainctions of administra- 
tive oflice. Let him, then, avoid the errors of hie 
predecessor, and exile from all his coundls every 
adviser tainted with the twin heresies of abolition 
and nullification. Let us have no more interference 
in local elections, no more special isauea lending 
to diflunion, and no more partiality towarda any 
section of the Republic; and the coming Admin- 
istration win, upon these conditions, receive the 
cordial support of every genuine patriot, with 
the praise of all posterity. 

II. The northern purtisans of anti-slavery 
should cease to contest the equality of the south- 
ern citizens, and of the southern States, under 
the Constitution; and more especially they should 
abetoin from every interference with the south- 
ern slaves ibemaelves.- They should rigidly com- 

Rly with that solemn obligation eoDtracied in the 
indamental law of the Union — to restore the 
fugitive from service to bia maater. Then thev 
may reason with us, and enlighten us as mucn 
as they can on the subject of our mutual inter- 
eats and duties; but they can never convince us, 
not with all the eloquence of men or angels, while 
they continue to brandish the knife-blade at our 
throats, or the firebrand orouad our dwelling. 

III. On the other hand, the free citizens o? the 
South must never forget that Providence, in a 
most, mysterious manner, and for some unknown 
purpose, which our limited faculties cannot hope 
to deaery ontil it shall be deTeloped in history, 
has committed to themataak of the moat onerooa 
and awful responsibility — a task which has proved 
too heavy for some of the most powerf\il empires 
the world ever saw — the responsibility of con- 
trolling that precious property which is also hu- 
man, like its owners, and whichi therefore, must 
possess all the natural righta of hinfianity, mcuty 
of theae being still dormant, like those of ehif- 



dren, from present incapacity, while others are 
even now in ftill activity. Hence, it is the duty 
of the southern people to introduce such gradual 
and peaceful reforms into their peculiar institu- 
tion as may be consistent with their own safety 
and the welflue of their bondmen — reforms whicn 
are not merely demanded by a few enthuaiasu, 
but by the voice of all civflized and Christian 
nations. 

IV. The ciUzensof the North and South alike 
should cease to stru^le madly against the ever- 
lasting natural laws, for no human wisdom can 
control the action of irresistible physical causes; 
and every form of idavery that ever existed has 
been and is an effect of these. The institution 
was once the creature of a peculiar stage in the 
progressive civilization of the species, as it is 
now the creature of latitude. Let it travel on, 
then, ia the direction of the tropics, beneath the 
beams of a burning sun that would coQsame the 
white laborer to ashes. Let it grow the great 
staples for the market of the world. In the mean- 
while, let free industry continue its march towards 
the green woods and floral prairies of the West. 
Let lis looms screech at every water-fall, and its 
morning bells chime among the wildest mountains 
from the bay of Massachusetts to the ocean of 
peace, for there is no real antogoniam between 
slave and free labor save that of climate. 

y. Some remedy should be devised, if, indeed* 
any power or skill of haman genina may be ade- 
quate to theextremely difficnltta«k,fbrthe aolutioB 
of a problem altogether northern, and one perhaps 
pregnant with as fearful dangers as the other which 
appertains to the South. The free States, rejoic- 
ing in their immunities from the perils of invol- 
untary servitude, seem scarcely aware that-they 
too have amcntal social antagonistin their midst. 
Beneath the splendor of their industrial pride, 
under the gorgeous wings of their gigantic com- 
merce, speeding as swinly as the race of their 
gliding cars, haunting the noble street and the 
noisome alley, moaning in their icy celbtra and 
knockingominouslyas death atevery door,scowl- 
ing around all their looms and foi^s, everywhere 
is seen a pale, gaunt, appalling ^ure, muttering 
words of menace, of crime, discontent, suffering, 
and revolution. And that terrific figure is pau- 
perism ! It is a spectral horror which was pro- 
duced at the same birtli with free labor, and itfol- 
lows and threatens that forever. I do not intend 
to bo misunderstood or misrepresented. I will 
not employ the wretched argument od hominem, 
to justify slavery by the wrongs of free labor, or 
vice versa. Let eacn take all the benefit it can, as 
each must bear the burden which acaident or ne- 
cessity has fixed upon its own shoulders. But to 
comprehend either it becomes essential to charac- 
terize their respective developments with their 
difiTerence. 

It must be remembered, then , that there can be 
no such thing aa pauperism, eo nomine, in a purely 
slave system of industry. The word is never 
articulated in the southern States, as it was never 
heard of in the slave world of antiquity. The 
bondman, in such a ease, is either supported by 
the actire benevolenee of his master, or else dies 
in silence; and hence no imperfect worker is ever 
thrown for sustenance on the public charity. 
Such is the unquestionable fact. Nevertheless, 
candor compds the admission that this fact, so 
complete a security against the nsme of pauper- 
ism, aiTords no irreversible security against the 
dread reality itself. When all the virgin soil of 
the South shall be exhaU8ted,when millions shall 
be crowded into the space which now only con- 
tains as many thouaanus, when the stem voice of 
necessity shall coniinually cry, "more work, but 
less food and clothing,"! do not see that slavery 
can offer any protection against the most cruel 
sufferings, including the starvation of the aged 
and infirm members of the servile ^if^z. " 

Emancipation and free labgr-first arose in the 
dUes, ana in the populous borouf^s grouped 
around the castles ci aiound the churches. The 
new idea etpiweS amidst the ringing pseans of 
the fifiopie, and ^e loud eratulations of every 
philanthropist. It was haUed as the inaugura- 
tion of a millennium for the oppressed and starv- 
ing poor; and, for a brief space, the novelty more 
than fhlfiUed every hope of iu eariy promise. 
Arts, indiurtry, wonderful inventtoaa, commerce, 



splendid cities, and profuse abundance, followed 
in the power and pomp of its glittering train. 
Very sooq, however, the atarUinr discovery 
transpired that poverty had gained nothing by 
the revolution of labor but an exchange of mu- 
ters. The man who, before, had been tbe vassal 
of a feudal lord , had now beieome the serf of ihe 
capital; that was all. Behold the result. The 
eternal problem of capital is, and always will be, 
to get as much work for aa little wagea aa posn- 
hie-, while the antagonistic problem of labor ii 
directly the reverse. Here, tnen,is a social con- 
flict erected into a system, and oiganized for one 
long campaign of never-ending war. 

&t how unequal is the.atrife! Poor labor 
stands alone, with no weapons save its naked 
nerves; while proud capital is thoroughly amted 
with all the omnipotent monopolies of money, 
ntachinerr, and hud. Can the co^^t be doub> 
ful? Dolsayland? Yes, capit^Ba tbe U'^, 
and that can give it everything eRe; becacn 
everything emanates out of the land. Therefort, 
helpless and foolish labdr is already conquend 
and in chains before it can strike a single blov. 
It may still wrest a precarious subsistence from 
the gnpe of capital so long as its muscles muin 
sufficiently strong. But alas ! when the eye gra«i 
dim, and the band shakes with the palsy of lise 
and toil, when it can earn no more w&fes, vho 
shall assure it another crust of bread I Let it go 
to the lord at Lowell or Bfanehest^, and saj, 
*' lo ! I have served you for half a century oa boj 
and man; but now i am old, I am sick, my We 
and children are free zing and starving in the \u 
of a fireless cellar." Wliatwill capital respood' 
" I owe you nothing; I have paid you to the lut 
farthing; go to the poor-house and herd wi± 
vagrants, or die— what is that to me ?" 

■You see the principle; then turn next to tbe 
practice. Was ever the condition of any sIstm 
on the surface of the globe more wretched Hiro 
that of the English operatives, or the preseri 
proletarians of nris and all Franee? Our Amer- 
ican slaves are princes in relaUve compari*?!;; 
or, to choose an example in America, it con be 
proven by indubitable facts and figures, that is 
the great city of New York alone, and wiitia 
heani)g of the chimes emitted by the bells cf 
Trinity church, one can find more misery, des- 
titution, crime, and nameless sorrow, than on t3 
the soudiem slave farms taken together. 

It is true, the evils of free labor are not yet k 
deplorable in our northern States as in Europns 
countries. But why i Not because the Aine:i- 
can operatives have the right of suffiase, unlesi 
they might barter their votes for bread; but be- 
cause the competitions of labor have notrescW 
the same intensity as in Europe; or, to oh it; 
words of Carlyle, " Because the Americans t»it 
very few people and a great deal of land." There- 
fore, the competition must increase every year, 
until it grows to be as terrible as it is nov a 
England or France — where only some of the cb'l- 
dren can say, as the pale Italian boy did to Mi- 
chelet, " I, too, know what meat is; I tasted i: 
once !*' 

Here, then, is another equally interestine ex- 
panse for the active and intelligent bencvoleiice 
of the statesman and philanthropist; for if 30 
suitable amelioration can be discovered for the 
sufferings and oppressions of proletarian fm 
labor, every cultivated and humane mind inui'. 
fhll back on the preference for the antique sys- 
tem of slavery, which, as we have just Be;^. 
manifests also the same tendency to ulUnwUe J, 
though much slower in the rate of its operation. 

Aa to the final remedy for these undeniiL'^ 
evila connected with the aystema of both free ar^ 
slave labor, the solution must remain for 
social science of Aiture ages. But there is an bt- 
mediate remedy for the immediate evila, vhica 
cannot fhil to secure the full recognition of ai 
enlightened minds. The free labor of the .\or.h 
may expand its sphere of activity througbou: 
the vast re^ona of the spacious West, uniil 
finds a temporary limit on the shore that looks 
towards Aaia, with maiiif a gem-like isle betwetn. 

At the same time, it is the high moral duty cf 
the Government to preserve all that BpknJ:ii 
domain for the American people. And this can 
only be done by barring, at the present, and per- 
haps £on^, ut^l^M^lMsaJtoni^ pauper 
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migration; for, as the sapnine judiciary of tfas 
Inion has decided, in opposition to a local stat- 
te of New York, and one of MaasacKiiBetts, 
le sovereign authority of Congrera ia alone 
Dinpetent to legislate on the mtbject. Therefore, 
lere should be a Federal act for the total excla- 
ion of the unimproTable and ricious dasa of 
liens swarming from abroad to afflict as with 
leir presence, so anendurable to the Old World, 
foreover, than should be a territory set apart 
peciolly aa a home fbr theiesidenu of all such 
ersons as cannot or wiU not become thoroughly 
ationalized, and who are now existing as a our- 
en and curse in the several States; for the Qen- 
-al Government has as complete authority to 
eal with unnaturalized foreignen aa with the 
idian aborigines. Besides, it obght to be the 
niform course of public policy to foster with 
ttemai care the growth of new States, until the 
itire re^on from sea to sea shall be thickly 
«rrcd wim brilliant lights for the jwional ban- 
er. And if they be fkee States, 1 care not, if ia 
congenial latitude for firee labor. 
On the other hand, slave labor has ample room 
>r development in the great Southwest — there, 
I the land of the sun, where the white man faints 
ad d ies if subjected to toil in the fiery light — there 
-here afield of indefinite, aa it were, of measure- 
ss cxunt and of amazing fertility, sweeps afar 
eyond even the blazing equator, to invite the 
resence of the African bondman. Itia the home 
r Uie orange and the fig, the kindly soil of the 
Hton plant and the coffee tree, the garden of the 
orld^ royal alaple— that stuff more precious to 
uman civilization than all its glittering gold, 
.nd here, again, it is the duty of the Government, 
iihout aggrosaion upon tne rights of others, 
ithout war, injustice, or spoliation, to poraue 
ich a firm, quiet, prudent policy, as shall iiiti* 
lately secure that magnificent domain of the 
outl) aa the inheritance of American empire. 
(That reason can calculate the riches, what im- 
rination can grasp the grandeur of the Republic 
'hen the lightning wires shall bear messages of 
)cial and political ft^temity within the same 
itional jurisdiction (torn the shores of the icy 
eean to tihe democratic c{q>itals in the valley of 
le Amazon, or perhaps even to militarr stations 
t the stormy cape of the Southj while nigh over 
:i shall atiU wave our beautiful banner, then 
idiont with the light of a hundred stars? 
Such is the promise, and such must be the per- 
ction of American destiny, if we do not choose 
I mar it by local jealousies and the tremendons 
illy of disunion. 



AMEBICANISH— TBB TARIFF. 

PEECH OF HON. L, M. KENNETT. 

OF BUSBOVM, 
In THE Hootl or RsPaEIBlTTATITBB, 

February 10, 1S57. 
TbeRonasbtisttBtbsConuiltiMOf thsWlMleoB ilia 
tie sT Ibe UdUhi, Bad hsvinc ondw etmUMatiaB Iba UU 
I. H. Ho. aaS) teredaee asdo^ca Inpoit^ aadftroilMr 
itpo i ss 

Mr. KENNETT said: 

Mr. CHAiaMAH: Before 1 proceed to give my 
lews on the subject legitimately under consider- 
Lion, I propose, with the indulgence of the com- 
liitcc, to put mjfsetf right upon the record in 
igard to my position in tne American party, and 
ipecially touching the point of proscription of 
Acholics, referredto by the gentleman from New 
'ork, [Mr. KtLtT,] who preceded me in this 
ihate. In hiscommentsupon the speech of my 
>llcague, [Mr. Akers,] 1 think the gentleman 
as not fully understood or fairly represented 
is language; and I regret that my colleague ia 
ot in his place to answer for himself, which I 
now he is both able, and willing to do when the 
pportunity shall offer. But it is due fo myself, 
erhaps, to say here, and now,what I had other- 
rise intended to say ai another time, face to face 
rith my oonatituents, that I do not sympathize 
rith my colleague in his sentiments, or indorse 
is arguments against the Catholic Church, aa 
eing more espeoally dangerous than any other 
cet, or Koilty of gnattBt enomitief Iban tlw7» 



when corrupted by union with the civil power. 
I agree with him in beinf opposed to any alliance 
or union between Church and State, and depre- 
cate, under all circumatances,aa he does, lugging 
religion into politics. But I would not more 
strenuously oppose the interference of the Catholic 
Church in political matters, than I would and do 
the intervention of the higher-law Protestant par- 
sons of the North, theWard Beechers and others 
of that stripe, who preach Sharps 's rifles instead 
of '* peace and goodwill" to mankind, as taught 
by the Redeemer of our fallen race. I have, there- 
fore, always been amongst those in the American 
party who denied the necessity, and otneeted to 
the policy, of making any aUusioo to religloB in 
oarplatfomi. 

With the gentleman fVom Louidana, [Mr. Ect- 
Tifl,] and the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Walkeb,] I shoold long since have avowed in 
this House the sentiments I am well known at 
home to entertain on this subject, had I been so 
fortunate as at the proper time to obtun the floor 
for that purpose. Mv opinipns in this matter 
hare not changed. Tney nave always been what 
they are now; and I have uniformly protested 
against any article in the j>rinciple8 of the party 
miich could be construed into proscription of any 
dtizen, adopted or n^ve-bom, on account of bis 
religious fiuthf or which eonid be tortured into an 
interference with fivedom of eonsdenee in its Aill* 
est extent. 

Mr. KELLY. WiU the gentleman allow me 

to ask him a questio n? 

Mr. KENNBTT. With the greatest pleasure. 

Mr. KELLY. Does the gentleman bdieve in 
the plaUbrm laid down at JRiiladelphia in Feb- 
ruary last? 

Mr. KENNETT. I must be permitted to say 
yes, with some latitude of conatmction; in other 
words, as I understand and choose to interpret 
it. Perhaps.as a party,the unity of our faith in 
it will compare favorably with that of the Demo- 
crats in r^ard to the Kanaos-Nebmaka bill, or the 
expoif of their prindides enunciated at Cincin- 
nati. 

Mr. KELLY. That does notanswer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. KENNETT. I am sorry I cannot suit the 
gentleman in my reply. He says the Democratic 
party are a unit — that theyerwywhere fully in- 
dorse the prineipleaof die unsas-Nebraska bill. 
I say they nevertheless claim and exerdse the 
laigest libertv in putting their own conatruction 
upon that bill; and that construction is notori- 
ously different, not only in different sections of the 
Union, but amongst brethren of the aarae locality. 
Now Uie American party also needed a platform 
for the presidential canvass, and that of February 
last was put forth to answer that purpose. If 
it was not perfect, it was the best we could get, 
and we had to take it, those of us that it did not 
precisely suit— with ^e mercantile reservation — 
errors excepted. But I will tell the genUeman 
what I do believe in — namely, the principles of 
my party as generally understood in my own State , 
and openly published to the world. All secrecy 
is there dwcarded, and religions testa ignored. 
Whatever may have been the case in the early 
organization of oar party either in Missouri or 
elsewhere, itspiinciples and objects are now what 
I represent them to be, patent to all the world, and 
I would odd, in my humble judgment, patriotic, 
and worthy to succeed — though, perhaps, yet re- 

Juiring some modifications to make them accept- 
ble to a majority of our peo^e. As a matter 
personal to myself, I would nuther say, that fh>m 
my first connection with the American party I 
have insisted on its present principles, theme now 
adopted in my own State, as the only ones under 
which, as a party, we could hope for anccess, or 
with which, in net, we ought to succeed. 

But the gentleman says we outrage and disgust 
foreign citizens by reflising to endow them with 
our franchises, and make them guardians of 
liberty, as soon as they land upon our shores. 
Whom do we disgust? Not those already here, 
for we will take nothing from them in providing 
prospectively for a longer residence preparatory 
to the admission as citizens of those who are yet 
to arrive. We think they should become Amer- 
icans in feeling before they are made so in fiust; 
•ad we claim ue onqiuitioned richt to praiciib* 



M7. 



Ho. or Reps. 



the terms upon which they shall share our pnr- 
ileges. Have we not reason to desire that Amer> 
leans ahall rule their own country, and that a 
majority of those bom upon the soil, or who at 
any mie baTe lived upon it long enough to be* 
come, to some extent at least, ** native, s^ to the 
manner born," shall make the laws, and elect our 
Presidents ? 

1 know it is sud in reply to this, that AmerieaiM 
do already rule Amerka,and that this ery iss mere 
party catchword. But I deny that this u ao. For 
the last five and twenty years, parties in this coun- 
try have generally been so evenly divided that tha 
vote of citizens of foreign birth, but reeendy 
arrived, and not in all cases I^ly qualified, has 
usually controlled the result or our elections, and 
perpetuated the power of Uie Democratic party. 
Was your President, the present occupant of the 
White House at the other end of the avenue, 
elected by the voice of a majority of American- 
bom citizens? On the contrarr, without lh« 
fiiiwgn vote which was csat fwt him almost 
nntrersally, he never wouhl have been eleraiad 
to the distinguished position he has filled, and 
not without nonor to himself, for the last four 
years. 

Mr. KELLY. Suppose he was not elected 
by American votes, were not the principles ad- 
vocated by the party which elected Mr. Pierce, 
national principles ? Was there anything in 
platform laid down at Baltimore by the conTen- • 
tion which nominated him derogatorjr to the 
Constitution of the United States? 

Mr.KENNETT. I have not charged the con- 
trary as being the case. Tha scope of my argu- 
ment has this extent — no more, viz: that parties 
being,in our country, foralong period so equally 
divided , it has virtuuly been in the power of^ com- 
paratively a handfld of forewn-bom citizens, alt 
voting on one side, as they do and have usually 
done, to control the elections and virtually shape 
the policy and acticm of the Government. This 
I consider wrong, however agreeable it may be to 
the dominant party that wins by it. 

Mr.KELLY. 1 will say to the gentleman that 
the course parties have pursued in this country 
has driven, to a certain extent, foreign-bom Cath- 
olic citizens to the position they now occupy. 
That is, they have been driven into the support 
of the Democratic party by the action of the Re- 

Eublican party, and that to which the gentiemaa 
alonga. And I will say Airtber, that previous to 
the election of 1856, in the State in which yon* 
Mr. Chairman, reaide^ (Mr. H.MABiHALLiathe 
chair,) the great portion of the Catholic foreign 
population nad always been Whigs, as was also 
the case in Maryland; and. they alwaya threw 
their votes on that side. Their present poaitim 
is a consequence of the conrss pursued by yoar 
party and the Republicans. 

Mr. KENNETT. In 1859, when President 
Pierce was elected, and I am free to say the gen- 
tleman *e party might hare foond within its ranks 
worse material for that exalted station— Repub- 
licanism was unborn. Democrats beiiu then at 
liberty both to hold and neow Free-»)il senti- 
ments, and Americanism was ^et undeveloped, 
though the germ was sleeping in the minds of 
many who had the good of the country and ihm 
perpetuity of ita institutions at heart. I do not 
know what was the condition of things in Ken- 
tucky or in Maryland; but in Missouri, and espe- 
cially in the district which I have the honor to 
represent, (and it is composed of a mitioritv ot 
dtizens of foreign birth,) it is admitted tiiat BDoat 
nineteen twentieths of those born abroad acted 
and voted with the Democratic party. A goodly 
number of them are now, it is true, Free-Soilers, 
and would come under the ban of the gentieman 
from New York. If, asia by nomeansunlikelVt 
this heresy should spread extensively, the gentle- 
man may yet live to see southern Democrats drop 
their foreign allies, and unite with Americans, as 
the only hope of saving the Constitution and the 
Union. The weight of the foreign population of 
the country is at the North, ana chiefly in those 
States where o{^»osition to southern institntiona 
istheprevailingaentiment. Qo not theae adopted 
citizens mostly s]rmpathiEe with thoae who con- 
sider slavery a sin, and its exlinetiim a duty? 
We shall see. 
Bnl perhape tbe Democrat my/iutbet profit 
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by the Protean policy they bo well nnderstaud, 
end may take the northern face of the Kanaaa- 
NebraaKa bill for the next preaidentiat canvaaa, 
in which event they will doubileaa have the aid 
of the foreign voten, a« unul. thoueh it will be 
ncccsaary then to Mcure the conaoliaated vote of 
the Xorlh, as ther did of the SovJh, in the late 
nru^^Jo. It ia not nowaver because ao large a pro- 
portion of natOnilized citizens falls into the Dem- 
ocraiic ranks, that I think it unsafe to receive the 
hundreds of thousands that flock to our shores 
too soon into full communion as sharers of all 
our political privileges, but because it carries to 
my mind conviction that there is danger in the 
Atcility with which they are induced all to go one 
way, and insure preponderance to whatever party 
chance to secure their Atvor. 

Mr. KELLY. I would say that, with the ex- 
eeption of two terms, the administration of this 
Oovernmcnt has been in the handa of the Demo- 
cratic party. Now, it appears to me that the fact 
that the foreign population coming to thia coun- 
try joins the Democratic party in preference to 
any other party, is no evidence that they are not 
just as loyal to the c ountry as any other class. 

Mr. KENNETT. The Democratic party have 
been sharper and more successful hitherto in bid- 
ding for tneir votes than wc. Not that wc would 
not nave won them, too, had it been in our power; 
for I have seen that game played pretty exten- 
aively by others bcaidesDemocrata. OfGcc-acekers 
are all in love with " German honesty and the 
Bweet Irish brogue." But the Democratic party 
has been more fortunate, having a great aavan- 
tage in ita name, if nothing else, and perhaps for 
that reason we who are not of tl^ party are more 
inclined to believe that it is rather unsafSa to troat 
these gentlemen too early with the exerciae of the 
sacretT right of suffrage. We would, therefore, 
extend the time of prooatioQ beforemakingthem 
American citizens, believing that every St^ will 
eventually restrict that right to those only who 
have been admitted by the laws of the United 
States to citizenship, after tfaey shall have bacome 
fully Americanized. 

Mr. KELLY. I believe that the gentleman 
himself was very well satisfied with iJie foreign 
vote while he belonged to the Democratic party. 

Mr. KENNETT. The gentleman will excuse 
me. He has misread my humble antecedents. I 
never was caught in any such company! [Laugh- 
ter.] So far as I have bad any political history — 
u long, at least, as I cao remember — I have been 
all over a Whig. 

Mr. KELLY. Then I was in error as to the 
gentleman's previous position. I mistook him 
for hia brother. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have come up here to- 
night, sir, to say that I waa notonly an American 
sow, and none the leaa a Whig in consequence 
of that, but I was an American, dear through 
and clear out — the old Harry Clay sort of an 
American — ^in favor of an American system, and 
of the protection of American industry. And 
now, leaving the gentleman from New York to 
the tender mercies of my colleague and friend, 
[Mr. Akerb,] who will attend to oim with pleas- 
ure, I doubt not, when he prints hia speech, I 
shall proceed to say something on the subject of 
the proposed alterations in the lariff, if I may be 
permitted to do to. 

Mr. OAMPBELL.of Ohio. I have no desire 
to interrupt the gentleman from Missouri, or to 
intcrfiTti with the very interesting colloquy be- 
tween liim and the gentleman from New York. 
I have had something to do with this matter of 
Aiiif ricanism my&elf — something to do with the 
tarilT, and, likf^ tho gentleman from Afisaouri, I 
have been a Whig. I think the greatest Btatea- 
meii of America was stricken down by a religious 
infiurncc. 

Mr. KELLY. To whom doe* the eenUeman 

refer? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I refer to Mr. 
Clay, of Kentucky. I well remember, when he 
was Inst a candidate, in 1844, that them was an 
individual on the ticket with htm, a distinguished 
geiitU'iiiitn — ^ThcodSrs Frelinghuysen ;and 1 know 
of iiiy own personal knowledge that a priest of 
the C:it)ioIic Church said, that because Theodora 
PrfIin'.'Uuyseo was placed on the ticket for the 
Vice I'resuluney, therefore the iafluence of the 
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Catholic Church of the United Statei would be 
exercised aeainst the ticket. 

Mr. KELLY. Does the gentleman mean to 
say thatbecause one Individ uu— a Catholic priest 
—made use of that remark, he is going to con- 
demn the whole Catholic people of this country ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. No, air, by no 
means; nor would 1 interfere with their religion, 
even though it was true that they had done ao. 
The point I make is this: that because Theodore 
Fretingbuysen was nominated on the ticket with 
Henry Clay, who wu recognized aa one of the 
grealeat atatesmen of his age, the influence of the 
Catholic Church — I mean eapecially that of the 
foreign Catholic Church; 1 do not include the 
American Catholics— was brought to bear against 
him; and wherever yon find a fbreign Catholic 
vote in refertins to the election of 1844, you will 
find, paTticuIarry in your large (nties, where the 
power was wielded, that that power was exer- 
cised for the prostration of" Harry of the West," 
for the reason, aa admitted to me in person by a 

Eriest of your Church, that Theodore Freling- 
uysen was a leading Presbyterian, and the Pres- 
ident of the American Protestant Bible Society; 
and it ia wtiiist that apirit, on the part of for- 
eign CathoLc influence in thia country , which haa 
sought to control, through the powerof ite Churdi, 
the deaiinici of this gmi nation, that I moke 
war. 

Mr. KELLY. Allow me to sajr to the gentle- 
man that I am a native-bom citizen, or Irish 
parents; and I wish to say to this House, and to 
the country, that no such feelings actuate the 
Catholic Christians of this country. There may 
be individual cases, but I deny that such inHu- 
enceshave anything to do with the Catholic pop- 
ulation. And Mr. Clay himself, in writing a 
letter on this very subject, in the canvass referred 
to, made a pubUc acknowledgment that he had as 
much confluence in the Catholic people as he had 
in any other religious sect in this Union. That 
letter was published in a speech which I made in 
this House last session, and the eentleman from 
Oiiio can find it amo ng the records of the House. 

Mr. KENNETT. If these gentlemen have got 
through with their set-to, I will make another 
effort to goon. It is, of course, sufficiently under- 
stood, from what I have already said, thai I do not 
agree with the gentleman from Ohio if he intends 
to be understood as proacribine Catholics, or 
making war upon their Church, because they did 
not vote for Mr. Clay. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It woe against the 

?olitical influence which they sought to use that 
spoke — not ag ains t the Church. ^ 
Mr. KENNETT. I want to understand the 
gentleman distinctly, aa his remarks will go to 
Uie country with mine. I want to understand 
whether he means that he haa no confidence in, 
and is unwilling to trust Catholici with the priv- 
ilege of voting, because tliey were opposed to 
Mr. Clay — because they usca iheir influence as a 
Church against Mr. Clay? If I understood him 
aright in uat, I have to say that, though I do not 
approve such interference as he charges, in my 
opinion it would be unsafe and improper even to 
meet such conduct by politically proscribing the 
Church, as the same reasoning would apply to 
any of the other Churches — to the Presbyterian, 
to tho Baptist, or the Methodist, if they should 
happen generally to favor some particular man in 
an election canvass. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am against the 
interference of any Church, either Catholic or 
Protestant, with the politics of the country. 

Mr. KENNETT. And so am I. But Fdo not 
know that any Church ia guilty of it, and see no 
good reason for specially naming any particular 
class of Christians. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman 
from New York spoke of the Catholic Cfaurdi. 

Mr. KENNETT. It is not my province to 
excuse or speak for him. He is ready enough to 
noawcr for himself. But I would say here, that 
the gentleman [Mr. Eellt] has overlooked the 
fact that this war haa been commenced, or rather 
renewed, on his sitte of tJic House, by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Bowib,] and that 
my colleague [Mr. Akess] did not make the on- 
slaught upon the Catholics, but that it was in 
nipcuing tnc charges mode ogainal the American 
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party on this very subject of proscribing Cath- 
olics by the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. 
Bowie,] that he used the language objected to by 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. KELLY. I believe that thia debate waa 
brought up again this session by the gentleman 
from Maryland (.Mr. Datis] in nis attack upon 
the " Irish brigade;'* and 1 think be also referred 
in his speech to the Catholics. 

Mr. KENNETT. Well, Mr. Chainnan, let 
tbst pass. I did intend, sir, to say aomething in 
regara to the several pToJeU that nave been pre- 
sented here for a reduction of the tariff, but I rear, 
in my disposition to oblige gentlemen, I have lost 
the larger portion of my time. I believe I have 
examined all of. the plans pro po sed — that of the 
majority of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Caxp- 
BELL,] that of Oie minority, by his colleagne od 
the committee, the gentleman from Viftiaia, [Mr. 
LsTCHEE,] as well as those of the gentjemiui from 
South Carolina, and the gentleman from the Nor- 
folk district, Yirginia, [Mr. Million.] I am in- 
formedf however, that Mr. Lktcber ■ bill has 
been withdrawn, and is not now before the com- 
mittee. It was nearly the same in effect as ilut 
of the gentleman from the Norfolk district, [Mr, 
MiLLtoH,] although the latter does not propose a 
reduction on each schedule of twenty per cenL 
horiEonlally, inasmuch aa it would leave cenain 
percentages which would be inconvenient to col- 
lect. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let me correct the gentle- 
man just there. The difference between the gen- 
tleman from the Norfolk district and iny colleague 
on the Committee of Ways uid Means [Mr. 
Letchee] is, that the latter proposes to transfer 
htrgelyfrom one schedule to another — frora A to 
B,B to C, and so on — previous to making reduc- 
tions, and then hs makes the reduction, which 
the gentleman has steted, by percentogee, rather 
than makingitspecific,as the eentleman from the 
Norfolk district proposes to do. 

Mr. KENNETT. I am obliged to the gent^r- 
man from Michigan for putting me right on this 
subject. I remember, now, that it ia so. But 
both plana, I believe, were alike in thia, that 
they uao transfer a good many articles to the fr^e 
list. The plan of the gentleman from the Nur^ 
folk district, I think, transfers the scbedules of 
ten and five per cent. (G and H) cutin^ to the 
free list. 

Well, sir, I do not like any of theae plans. As 
remarked a little while since, I am a protectionist 
— an American, in favor of an American system. 
I do not wish to be understood, however, aa beiiq 
in favor of protection of the maoufhcturine inirr- 
este of this country to the exclusion of the pn>- 
dodng intereiU; and it is for that reason that I 
take exception most deddedlr to the plan that 
comes here indorsed by the Ways and Means 
Committee. 

The principle that has been taken up by that 
committee is one that haa been beraldea through 
the country aa the legitimate policy of the Amen- 
can people— that is, to admit free of duty all of 
the leading articles of raw tnawrial which m 
used in manufactures. Sir, I am the last roan that 
would desire to see this country tamed into a 
workshop like England. I do not desire to see 
the American people become the artisans who are 
to supply the rest of the world with the usual acd 
necessary manu&ctures employed in dviBzed life. 
I am for protection to the extent that ia necessary 
to make us a great, powerful, rich, end independ- 
ent, as we already are, a tree people. I am ia 
favor of having all of those necessaries of exist* 
ence which it is in our power to produce econom- 
ieally, and in quaoUtiea sufficient for our waois, 
protected to the extent that is necessary to sus- 
tain and build up our manufactures and make as 
independent of all the rest of the ^rld. &it, 
sir, are we to do this at the expense of the plant- 
ing intereste of the country. Are we to do this 
at the expense of the immeasurably rich and but 
partially developed mining intereeU of the various 
aectiona of the Union i 

Sir, auch is not my view of protection; and I 
wish here now to any to those gentlemen from 
New England and elsewhere, who are the pecu- 
liar friends upon this floor of protection to Amer- 
ican Buuiu&etores, that they an, la my humble 
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iud^ent, putting the knift to their own throats 
when they endeavor to in&u^rate Buch a aystem. 
They will drive thoae of us from the middle and 
western Statea whose intcreaia are principaltv 
ihose attached to the aoil — the agricultural ano 
producing intcrcsta — into the ranka of the free- 
tradera of the South. If our honip, our lead, our 
auear, our salt, our wool, ore not to be protected 
—if protection is to be taken off of every article 
which ia used to any considerable extent in any 
of the moDufacturea of this country, for the pur- 
pose of enabling the manufhcturers of the North 
to make great profits, and eventually to take pos- 
seaaion of the ioreign markets of the world, why, 
air, all we have to say ia, that we will not quietly 
aubmit to such a policy. If you cannot protect 
those articles which we produce, it is a very 
simple procesB for us to repudiate your protection 
altogetjier; and when we once start in that direc- 
tion, to prefer to go the entire figure, to gofbrther 
and not fare worse, to flcek the cheapest market 
wherever it can be found. And I say to the gen- 
tlemen from the great iron State — the Keystone, 
as it is called — that, although you are left out in 
this schedule of reduction that comes from the 
chnirman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
— although they think you are a little too strong 
as yet in your iron interest to be attacked, and 
that they must take you into the coalition to sac- 
rifice us with our sheep, our hemp, our lead, our 
sugar, and so forth, at the South and at the West, 
yet the moment you have established the doctrine 
that you can safely break down any interest that 
la not strong enough to protect itself, you have 
laid the ax to the root of the tree that aheiten 
youi^ou will fUl next. Does not every man see 
ihat It woiLld be folly to talk about continuing 
protection to the home manufactures of iron — to 
Keep a duty upon shovels and apadea and plows, 
upon axes and hammers, and so forth, for the 
profit solely of your manufhctutera, protection to 
iron being abandoned. We can abroad and 
buy the aritdes where labor ia cheaper, and where 
fuel is cheaper, and where it is, therefore, in the 

flower of the manufacturers to furnish them at a 
ess price, and in that event we shall certainly 
do so. 

Sir, it is plain to my mind, that this whole sys- 
tem must hone together aa a whole, or it must 
crumble and fuI to pieces of itself; and whenever 
the ft-ienda of protection on thia floor suffer them- 
selves to be beguiled into the sacrifice of any one 
interest which la in itsctf important in this country , 
vhich ia capable of being fostered and built up so 
as eventually to sustain itself, and furnish Uibor 
for a large portion of the population and employ- 
ment for tlie capital of the country, that moment 
we have left an opening in our ranks which the 
vatchfol enemy from the South, the free traders, 
will bereadyto take advantage of and rush in and 
scatter us. I will say to the gentleman from Ohio 
that none of thevarioua propositions which have 
been offered here for the reduction of the tariff 
meet my views, or are required by the wants of 
the country. Let well enough alone, is very good 
policy. The gentleman who ao ably represents 
the Committee of Ways and Means has, I think, 
been led into an error, a vital error, in the plan 
recommended by him, and for the reason I have 
already stated in part, in eonsentinr to sacrifice so 
many of the important atopies of the country, 
because they arc the materiala which enter largely 
into our manufacturea. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Name them. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have named them half a 
dozen times. Hemp, and lead, axd wool, are 
three of them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. How about wool t 

Mr. KENNETT. Wehavehadawoolapcech, 
and a most able one, from the gentleman's col- 
league, [Mr. Stanton.] He gave the statistics 
on the subject at len^h . If the gentleman wanta 
'■ght as to that article, and desires to have the 
yool pulled from overhis eyes, let him go to those 
"gures ftimished by his colleague. 
. Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Within the last 
Bixtecn years, under a duty regarded as protect- 
ive of the wool-growing interest, it has increased 
about eighty one-hundredlha of one per centum. 
'Pl^'ring ihe same period, our importation of woolen 
fabrics fbr the consumption of the country has 
iicreaaed ftmr bundled a&d-fbity-aix per cent.. 



or forty per cent, perannum. Fifty times greater 
is the increase of the product of foreign labor than 
the increase under protection of the growth of 
wool. 

Mr. KENNETT. One of the very ideas pre- 
sented by the Secretary of the Treasury, and I 
suppose indorsed by the gentlemiui from Ohio 

Mr. CAMPBELL, ofOhio,(interrupUng.) I 
do not indorse anything except the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means made last August, 
and the accompanying bill. 

Mr. KENNETT. Both the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the chairman of the committee pro- 
pose to raise the price of wool by admitting it free, 
thus increasing Its consumption, and benefiting 
the growers. Reducing Uie duty, or making the 
artide flree, may have this effect^ aa is claimed to 
have been the case in England. But I hold, with 
the gentleman's collea^e, who has made him 
a wool speech, an hourin length, that the figures, 
which, tt is said, cannot lie, do not suetam the 
proposition. Hemp ia the article (though my 
State is also intereatcd in wool) which, with our 
lead, I conceive it to be my duty to assist my col- 
leagues in specially looking after. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, ofOhio. If the gentleman 
will fhvor me with the statistics and arguments 
for hemp, showine how much it has increased 
under wotection, f will endeavor to meet him. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have not the time, and 
will not weary the committee by going over the 
figures the gentleman asks for. It is enough for 
my purpose to say that that article is one of the 
most important staples of my State; that its pro- 
duction nas regularly increased, and is still in- 
creasing. The crop of the present year, in Mis- 
souri, will exceed one hundred thousand bales, a 
lai]ger quantity than ever before was produced, 
being about forty million pounds, and worth over 
two millionsof dollars, Maylaskthe gentleman 
how much foreign hemp was brought into the 
country last yeeu' ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I cannot say. 

Mr. KENNETT. I will inform the gentie- 
man that of the Russia article there was very 
litde — almost none at all. Yon import Manilla 
hemp, the value amounting to some |3,3S5,000} 
but of the Russian and Italian hemp, the same 
or like articles to that we make 'in our country, 
leas than (60,000 worth. We can grow hemp 
enough in the great middle and western States of 
this Union — Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Mia- 
souri, Kansas, and parts of Iowa and of Nebraska 
to supply our wanU to the fullest extent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Can they grow 
there the Manilla hemp, or any article which will 
answer the same purpose, for the running rigging 
of shipping ? 

Mr. KENNETT. We admit it ia preferable 
for that purpose, but we got along pretty well 
before we had Manilla hemp. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If the gentieman 
deairea to compromise the matter, to put duty on 
the Russia hemp which hia country can produce, 
and allow Manilla hemp to come in free, which 
he knows his country cannot produce, for the 
benefit of the shipping interest, then let him 
make the propoiiuon, and we may agree with 
him. 

Mr. KENNETT. The gentleman will cer^ 
tainly have to construct his pitfall a little more 
skillnilly if he expects ua to run right headlong 
into it. He will not touch Russia hemp, not he; 
he would only let in Manilla duty free. Now, 
we do not expect or intend to be cheated in that 
way. We have no idea of permitting Manilla 
hemp to bo made duty fVee for the purpoae of 
running our own product entirely out of Uie mar- 
ket. We think wc understand our interest better. 
The gentleman has now changed hia bill for the 
third time. He has now given up, at least in his 
bill — though BO kind as still to ofi^ it us as apis 
sKer — that first little bait of leaving our hemp at 
a high duty, as at present, and putting only the 
Manilla (so rapidly takin^its place) on the free 
list. He is content now to put both the Russia 
and Manilla hemp on a horizontal scale of ten 
per cent. duty. But that does not suit us a whit 
better than his original proposition. Ten percent, 
is not enough to discriminate fairly between the 
independent sgricultnrists of our country, who 
1 flue aumptaotuly ererydajiandthe native labor 



of theEeat Indies, where the Manilla ia produced, 
and where the laborers do without clothing and 
live only upon rice. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gcntieman 
seems to have presented himself as the special 
euardian of the hemp-growing interest. I believe 
he has transferred to my colleague [Mr. Stan- 
ton] the guardian care m the vool-^ rowing ii^ 
tereat. 

Mr. KENNETT. Yea, sir, I leave that to 
your colleague; but we are in the same boat. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gendeimui 
says that ten per cent, is not enough to enable 
them to grow hemp in Missouri. Etoes he pro- 

Eose to raise the duty on hemp above that nxed 
y the tariff of 1846? If he doea not, I desire him 
to explain to me and to the oonntry the reasons 
why, under that duty, if it is satisfactory, the 
hemp-growing interest of the country has not in- 
creaaed, and why it is thai the hemp growers of 
the country have been abandoning that crop and 
using their lands for other purposes? 

Mr. KENNETT. The gentleman may think 
he has Scripture for the principles be ia advocating 
here. The parable runs, that there were certain 
talents divided out; and to those who made good 
use of the money intrusted totl.era,and increased 
their store, more was given; and from those who 
were not ao fbrtnnate was taken away what they 
had. We have a hard business in growing liemp. 
It isabeavycrop to handle; and if itdoesnotpay 
well its production will not advance as rapidly as 
it should do, and as the interest of the country 
requires, it being unquestionably an article of 
pnme necesaity; and for that reason the gentle- 
man would withhold from it all protection. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, ofOhio. IfithnakadowB 

under the tariff of 1846 

Mr. KEMNETT. It ia not breaking down, 
aa I have before remarked. We raise largely 
overonehundredthousand bales annually, worta 
more than j|i3,000,000. It is one of the most im- 
portant interests in my State. As to Kentucky, 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. H. Mar- 
shall] can speak for that State. I say, for one, 
that I am unwilling to see the hemp culture bro- 
ken down in the country not only because it is 
one of the moat important staples grown in the 
region fVom which Ihail, but because we cannot 
hong our highwaymen , or rig our ships, whether 
of war or commerce, without it; and therefore 
would be at the mercy of our enemies upon the 
seas in case of a rupture with England, or any of 
the great naval nations of the world. Such a 
policy would not be in accordance with the ad- 
vice of the paler pairias, that in the time of peace 
we should prepare for war. 

Mr. H. MARSHAI4L. I wish to interrupt 
the gentieman fbr a moment, to ask a question of 
the gentleman from Ohio. 

llr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I do not wish the 
gentleman to understand that I am upon the wit- 
ness stand. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. But as the subject of 
hemp, in which my conttituenls are interested, 
is up, the gentleman fVom Ohio has asked a per- 
tinent question in relation to it. I understand 
that the gentleman from Ohio keeps his eye upon 
I the protection of our home industry. Now, be 
asked whether it was the fhet, and if it was, why 
it was the fact, that the culture of hemp had gone 
down, under the tariff of 1846? I can, in addition 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Missouri, 
answer that question; and I answer it by declar- 
ing that, under the existing duty, the article of 
native hemp, which all admit to 1m: an element of 
national strength, inasmuch as it enters into our 
Navy, into everything except the runningrigwii^ 
of our Navy — and that it does ao enter has been 
exhibited by the resolutions of Congress again 
and again — nas been almost run outof the market 
by the Manilla hemp. If the gentieman from 
Ohio will examine his tables, he will find that the 
introduction of Manilla hemp has run up, from 
1848 to 1656, from three thousand tons to fifteen 
thousand tons per annum , and that while bearing 
a duty of twenUr-^ve per cent. Navy hemp* by 
the tariff of 1846 bears a duty of thirty per cenU 
The same table vptU exhibit to the gentleman the 
fhct, that Russia hemp that was formerly brought 
into this country, and paid a duty of from 0200,000 
to fmjmt haa Allen dow»^ |57^ jper 
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antrum in value; Itolinn hemp has fallen down to 
^1,UtK) jwr annum ; showing; that these other for- 
ri<>n hemps hare been run out of the ourketbfthe 
Miinilta; and if there is any decline ia oar native 
lienip, it majr be acconnted for by the Act that 
the Manilla hemp, bearing a duly of twenty-five 
per rem., has run up from three to fifteen thou- 
sand lona per annum. Now, I want to know of 
tho cliairmaii of the Committee of Ways and 
Mcaos, how it is, if they propose to protect home 
articles, they propose to transfer a foreign article, 
thus competing with a native article, from the 
twenty-five per cent, liat down to the free list, or, 
by way of compromise, to the ten per cent. list? 
If this is what they call protectioD, I answer for 
my coosiituents, that we will hava none of it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 have not the 
floor nnw.nnd I will not undertake to answer the 
gentleman from Kentucky; but I will simply say, 
that ifthc gentleman from Kentucky cannot suc- 
cessfully produce hemp under a duty of thirty 
per cent.— the very highest given to ogricttltural 
products— 1 wish to know of him, and of the 
gentleman fVom Missouri, ^hat is the duty they 
would exact t 

Mr. KENNETT. I have to say to the gen- 
tkman from Ohio that we are satisfied with things 
as tboy exist. We would rather put up with a 
Icsflcr evil which we know (the duty on manufac- 
tured hemp not being quite so high as we desire) 
thai) rush upon others that we know not of. We 
arc increasing our product, and are healthfUUy 
jEoing ahead. We expect to grow hemp in Kan- 
■Bs, the c'-r.iate and soil being both suited to its 
producticni and from the western borders of 
Katisaa to the top of the Rocky Mountains we 
have a country admirably adapted for sheep. I 
repeat, wc can lutd will in lime furnish all the 
hemp and all the wool the eastern mannfhcturers 
can possibly want, or the neeeswties of the 
country require, if proper encouragement and 
protection is guarantied to us. 

0*Jt, sir, I cnust hurry on, as my time is nearly 
exhausted. The gen iKman from South Carolina 

iMr. Botcb] undertook to dsmonstraia to-day to 
Ilia commiuee that the labor of the country was 
taxed on all home products consumed in it to the 
amount of the duty laid on the foreign article. I 
asked liiro the question, what he would do with 
augar when it was selling at only three cents a 
pound, while the duty was three cents a pound, 
irhich I have known to be the case i He could 
not satisfactorily answer that question; but said 
it was an exception to the rule. Irish potatoes 
are protected by the tariffaa well as sugar. They 
are irrown in nearly every county and State of 
tho Union, and enter almost universiJIy into con- 
sumption. Tliey ore th^ common food of the 
people everywhere, the total production in 1850 
exceeding one hundred millions of bushels, worth 
|45,000|UOO, of which scarcely any were exported. 
Yet I have seen on rare occasions Irish potatoes 
from Ireland before the potato rot brought famine 
into that land, introdticcd by the shipload into 
Jitcw Orleans, and the duty of thirty per cent, ad 
valorem paid upon them. 

In like manner cargoes are brought into New 
York from Bermuda in the early piurt of the sea- 
son. Does the gentleman from South Carolina 
undertake to toll us, because one or two shiploads 
of potatoes are introduced into this country at odd 
times during tho year, that therefore the price of 
the entire nroduct of this esculent, throughout 
this brood land, is enhanced to the consumer to 
the precise amount per pound of the duty paid on 
the aaialt quantity imported? Is this potato 
tax, by the showing of the gentleman about 
(13,500,000 a year, a part of the burden of 
(1,000,000,000 — for he got to those figures — 
vbieh he informed us has been paid indirectly — 
taken out of the pockets of the people so unjustly 
by the tariff? Why, air, the idea is preposteroua. 
It will not bear examination for a moment. How 
was it with iron aitd oaila, when we had a specific 
duty on iron and a duty on nails of three cents a 
pound ? They were sold in the market for but a 
fraction above the rate of duty; and according to 
the gentleman's ai^ument, if they had htenfree, 
they would only have brought one half a cent. It 
is not thii rate of duty fixed by your tariff laws 
that aloQs reeulatee the price of dutiable articles 
of eoBMUDpueB. That is a wall known fact. 



There are many outside elements — so many, in- 
deed, to be taken into this calculation, that tiie 
hypotliens of the gsntleman is left wholly niwup- 

ported. 

But I must pass on to the gentleman from Vlr- 
pnia, [Mr. Mill«ok,1 who ulls us that he is 
not so anxious himself as his collesgue and the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to reduce the aggnata of the revenue of the 
country, although that may come incidentally, 
and he considers it desirable it should. With 
him the chief object is to take the burdens from 
the shoulders of the people — some of those bur- 
dens which the gentleman from South Carolina 
discovered— those intolerable taxes on Uis neces- 
saries of lift levied especially oa the laboring 
classes — on clothing, particularly — which he 
referred to. Sir, a burden which sits so lightly 
upon us that we do not feel it, is not a burden at 
aU. We bear on our persons, from the cradle to 
the grave, a pressure of fifteen pounds atmos- 
pheric to the square inch, and who feels it ? Who 
Knows it? Are we less active and vigorous, or 
in any manner the worse for it t Enable me to 
buy that which I want, give me plenty of the 
necessaries of life (luxuries in our happy country 
are no more) in exchange or borterfor my labor, 
and I am content, however high the market price 
may be. And euch I apprehend is the case gen- 
erally with the people of the countrv. Put the 
manufacturer and the producer side oy side, or 
in such proximity as' circumstances demand — let 
both be constantly and profitably employed, and 
each will be prosperous and happy. When they 
have all they wont they cannot be otherwise than 
wealthy. 

But let this principle obtain, that none bat the 
manufacturers of Uie East are worthy of protec- 
tion; that the coal and the iron and the tead with 
which a beneficent Providence has blessed us, are 
to be suffered to lie inert and useless in the bowels 
of the earth; that hemp is not to be grown, nor 
sugar nor salt to be made, nor wool to be pro- 
duced, but that everything is to be made tribu- 
tary to the manufacturing interesta of the North, 
ana , as I have before said * you will drive the pro- 
ducing interest to make eommon cause with the 
free traders; and then, as was remarked the other 
day by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Staktov,] 
we will change your revenue laws in respect to 
foreign ships; we will open our coasting trade to 
foreign vessels; we will make all Air andeven and 
open, and have a horizontal scale in all things, 
reducing ourselves, perhaps, to a common level 
of poverty and dependence, which it is by no 
means pleasant to contemplate, however equally 
impoverishing it may prove to all. That is the 
only fur principle, unless you are for protecting 
all aUke. It must be a system of compensations, 
this system of protective duties, or it is an unfair 
and unjust system. I have read the gentleman's 
[Mr. Camfbkll'iI report carefully; and I trust he 
will excuse me when I say that, thoug:h U sus- 
tains the theory of protecUon, yet in his practice 
under it, the details, his hill does not: something 
like the judge, who gives all the reasons on the 
one side, and decides the case in favor of the other 
by way of baluidng the account between the par- 
ties litinnt. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman 
from Yiiginia, [Mr. Million,] who made a very 
able amiment this af^rnoon, satisfied the com- 
mittee, I think, that the bill — whatever the report 
itself may have contained — was a bill for protec- 
tion. The gentleman from Missouri now, on the 
other side, seeks to show that it is nof a bill for 
protection. I say to him, as I have said to all 
others, that in principle I am a protectionist in 
raising the revenues necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of an economical Government. 

Mr. KENNETT. That is, the gentleman is a 
protectionist incidentally; but if protection does 
not follow the changes ne must make to deplete 
the Treasury and satisfy the manufacturers and 
free traders, he cannot help it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I propose only 
to discriminate, in raiaing the duties on di&rent 
articles, so as to protect the various branches of 
industry incidentally. 

Mr. KENNETT. It is rather odd that the 
gentleman from Ohio has framed his bill, though 
a protectionist, diiefly with a view to ndnee the 



revenue, while the gentleman from Virgiiiii, 
[Mr. Million,] who is not so anxious about 
that, has framed his as a step towards free trade; 
and yet the two gentlemen, with such different 
intents, if they do not go exactly the same road, 
get about to the same place at last. Well, sir, I 
object to both, or rather all the bills before ilit 
committee. I object to the plan of the gecile. 
man from Ohio, because it does virtually, in iu 
details, desert, to a great extent, thft principle of 

Erotection, and yet will not materially, as 1 be- 
eve, reduce the revenue. Mr. Millsok*s, I hsTe 
no doubt, will increase it by stimulating impoitt- 
tion to an extent ruinous to the country. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If thecentlenu 
from Missouri will correct the details,^ ahall be 
happy to hear from him. What does he want 

on hemp ? 

Mr. KENNETT. I have olreadv infomud 
the gentleman I am content be shall let it alone, 
though I think it would be better to raise ike 
duties on the manuioctoreB of it to thirty-five or 
forty per cent., so as to some extent exclude 
them, and reduce the revenue in that way. la- 
deed, 1 think the only effectual means of pn- 
venting the accumulation in the Treasury fay 
means of the tariff, ia by adding to the free lin, 
and raising other artides to the point of partial 
exclusion. The chairman of the Ways ud 
Means Committee, for example, can get rid d 
very many millions by making silks, brandy, 
wines, &c., (which we do not produce,) free. 
But even the Vii^nia gentlemen will not propose 
this, as they are luxuries supposed to be used only 
by the rich, and the movement would be unpop- 
ular. But if gentlemen's viewa are correct, they 
may, by taking off the duty, make these articl^ 
so cheap that every body can have them. I am 
not, however, prepared to say it is best to moke 
wines and brandy too cheap, however desirable 
it may be always to have a good article at com- 
mand, as was so cortlially agreed to by the Home 
the other day. 

My time is so nearly exhausted) Mr. Chair- 
man, that I have hardly a moment left to devote 
to the weightiest part of m^ subject — lead. It ii 
said it is uselesa toprolect it, because the prodac* 
tioD has fallen off^ under a duty of twenty-five 
per cent., and that the amount now imported is 
greater by twenty-six millions of pounds thui 
the home product; the import beii^ fifty-five, and 
the home product only twenty-nine millions of 
pounds. This is true, sir; our miners have goiK 
to California, where they moke a doubloon a day 
digging gold; and all other branches of industry 
are so flourishing, that it is not easy to supply 
their places. But the ore of this metal, indb- 
pensable in the arts as well as in war, and there- 
fore so necessary to our independence as a people, 
exists in inexhaustible quantity, not only in my 
State, butin Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin. Nev 
lodes have been recently discovered in Misaouii. 
near the southwestern border — near the line of 
the southwestern branch of the Pacific reulroad — 
which promise richer yields than the mines that 
have been longer known, and give assurance that 
the product of this article will, whenever the sup- 
ply of laborcan be made fully available, be equal 
to what it was ia fitrmer years, if not fully suffi- 
cient for our wants. It is too important an artide 
to be placed either on the free list or in the tea 
per cent, schedule of my friend from Ohio, ihe 
chairman of the committee; and I shall move, st 
the proper time, to strike itoutand leave the duly 
as at present, 

A word more, Mr. Choirmim, and t-have done. 
I beg gentlemen not to be too easily frightened, 
and abandon the principle of protecting uie great 
interests of the country of whatsoever kind they 
may be, because we have a surplus already large 
1 admit, and likely to increase, in the national 
Treasury. Ways and means can be found to dis- 

Sose of this balance, which, like Banquo 's ehost 
id Macbeth, disturbs the slumbers of the Hon. 
Secretary of the Treasury, as well as of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campbkll;] and this, too, 
without renrting to the expedient of distribuiion* 
which is always left to foil back upon. Our vast 
country needs improvement on every aide. Vour 
harbors, as well on the sea-board as on the 
extended shores of the great lakes, need vast 
azpendilarM to malutbem wcure and worthy of 
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the cnuniry. Yoar great riven, particularly in 
the Wrut, that hare so long been neglected, cry 
aloud for liberal appropriations. Half a million 
« year is wiuited to clear and keep the snags from 
tile chnnncts of the Mississippi, Ohio, Missouri, 
and Arkansas alone; and I have been trying 
througli the greater part of the last wasioD, as 
well as through the whole of this, to get up the 
bills for this purpose, which I bad the hoaor to 
report froin the Cominittee on Commerce. A 
million is wanted to enla^ the I^isviDe canal, 
and another million to make a similar work on 
the opposite side of the livery thotigh I am only 
instructed at present to ask for half a million 
forthe first-named work. The other proposition, 
or perhaps both, will be along in the omnibus, 
embracing miscellancoue items amounting to per- 
haps tliree or four millions, not including two 
millions more for completing the improvement 
of the Des Moines and Rock river rapids in the 
Missiuii:^i,and saj five millions for making the 
Ohio navigable at aU seasons on Mr. Ellet's ^an, 
or some other equally effective. The forts tliat 
are to protect the incalculable wealth that com- 
merce IS rapidly accumulating in the great cities 
on the sea-coast, require to be finished, and fur- 
nished with suitable armaments^ whilst the Army 
may at least be increased sufficiently to aflTord a 
corporars guard to each fortress, and not, as is 
generally the case now, leave the United States a 
solitary invalided soldier, ora mere civilian from 
tlie neighborhood, to look after the great guns 
and other public property. Yon may increase 
Tour Navy also, with advuitage. It is not half 
large enoagh to protect our merchant marine, the 
grcniest in the world, and maintain our honor, as 
well as watch over our interests, in every sea that 
is whitened by the saSs of the fleet vessels that 
carry our commerce to evenr land, civilized and 
savage, beneath the sua. You want more mail 
Btcamers, too, for the sea, and greater mail facil- 
ities for the accommodation of the interior, es- 
pecially for a weekly overland mail from Mis- 
souri to California, along the wagon road via Fort 
Kearny and Honey Lak« valley, which you have 
just appropriated |300(000 to construct. 

In addition to the lands proposed to be given, 
some of the surplus cash in the Treasury may 
also be needed, to finish a railroad (or two) to 
the Pacific — a project to which the incoming 
President is pledgM, however little in earnest 
einilemen majr have been when they pat it in 
uicir Cincinnati platform. Mexico must wont to 
sell u« some more territory soon, and I propose 
to take ten or twenty millions' worth— say all 
above a line from the mouth of the Brazos to the 
foot of the Golf of California. Cuba too — but I 
forbear; the pear is not quite ripe yet. To get 
back to smaUcr matters, but still well up in the 
millions, this Capitol must be finished, and the 
water-works buiit at once, and on a liberal plan, 
worthy of the nation and its metropolitan city; 
{bat DO vestem man will, if be thinks well of 
It, vote a dollar for either purpose, unless the 
bill for our western rivers is first put through. 
Some gentlemen cannot readily see the necessity 
of works so far away, however national in their 
character.) But, Mr. Chairman, I must close. 
The catal<^eof things to be done, and requiring 
money, ond loige amounts too, to do them, is as 
long OS the list of Homer's heroes, and the com- 
mittee's patience would never bold out to see the 
end of it. Believing I have satisfied Hit commit- 
too, as I feel mil assured myself, that the money 
can be got rid of,in a manner most advantageous 
to the best interests of the country, by some of 
tho expedients referred to, and trusting my friend 
from Ohio will appredote the effort I nave made 
to relievs his anxiety on this bead, I take my seat. 
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duty compels me to address the committee when 
there are so few of the members of the House 
present. But, sir, from the intimations given 
to-day, it is very probable that one who is so un- 
fortunate as 1 have hitherto been in my attempts 
to get the floor, might not have obtained another 
opportunity to give expression to his views upon 
the subject before us. That subject, Mr. Chair- 
man, ifl one of the most impoitant wbidi can 
engage our attendon. It is one which interests 
the whole people of the nation, and it is to be re- 
gretted that we are about to decide the various 

Siuestions involved in it in a manner too basty 
or wisdom — in a manner flu- too precipitate for 
safety. 

The arran^ment of a tariff for revenue is 
always a subject of great difficulty; and whenever 
it has arisen it has hitherto excited the greatest 
public attention and given rise to the most ex- 
tended and the most able discussion. Now, for 
the first time in the history of our Government, 
are we called upon to make great changes in our 
system of duues without discussion; for, sir, 
although the tariff bill has been in name the order 
of the day for soms considerable length of time, 
it has so happened, that although it was known 
that gentlemen upon this floor were desirous of 
directing their attention to the public business of 
the counUy, and of giving expression to those 
views which it was possible might have produced 
some practical result — which might possibly have 
spoken to the minds of their fellow-members — 
although their desire to address the House upon 
this subject was again and again intimated, tney 
hove never been allowed to do so. The floor has 
always been assigned to gentlemeq who, I believe, 
it was generally understood before-hand, intend- 
ed to ^eak upon subjects which had no relation 
to the matter before ns, that had no connection 
with the practical buainets of the country, and 
that was in its nature as useless as the thrice-told 
tales that have sometimes amused and quite as 
often annoyed our very curious, and sometimes 
very sensitive public. 

Now, sir, with the indulgence of the commit- 
tee, I would refer for a few moments to the pre- 
vious history of the tariff policy of the nation. 
When the Constitution of tne United States was 
formed — when this Government went into oper- 
ation, we were a people few in numbers, but full 
of vigor, full of industry, and full of enterprise; 
but we were, at the some time, a people burdened 
with debt. The first duty which was imposed 
upon the Congress which inaugurated the ma- 
chinery through which were to be managed our 
national affairs, was to raise moneys not only to 
defray the current expenses of the Government, 
but to dischai^ a sacred debt incurred in the war 
of the Revolution — to discharge a debt due to 
those who had suffered forthe country, and who, 
by their labors, bad contributed to its freedom. 
In establishing a method to nisa the revenue 
which was deemed necessary, recourse was hod 
to duties upon importations of foreign goods; and 
recourse was had to that method because of the 
practical difficulty which would have been expe- 
rienced by attempting to raise any revenue by 
direct taxation, owing to the rule for its appor- 
tionment among the several States which was 
established in the Constitution itself. 

Sir, the first tariff act was one which was framed 
for the simple purpose of raising revenue. We 
had a variety or branches of industry in existence 
at that time. Our ftfhext were wise etatesmen— 
were men who aimed to l^slate upon this lub- 
Ject in such a manner as would secure to the 
public the revenue which was desired, and which, 
at the same time, would interfere as litUe as pos- 
sible with existing interesU; and tbey theruore 
adjusted the different duties with a careflil hand, 
upon the various articles which they were at that 
time in the habit of receiving from foreign coun- 
tries, with a view to that end. The duties then 
imposed were all moderate, and they were appor- 
tioned among the various articles of importation 
in such a manner as seemed the best calculated to 
cause the least disturbance to the ordinary course 
of trade, and was the most likely to affect the least 
injuriously those branches of domestic industry 
at that dme existing among our people. 

It was soon feuoa, faAiRTer, that the reTemu 
niNd by tht flnt luiffVM not nOeitBt. Tlw 
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duties were then augmented; but each tariff was 
adjusted with a view to raise the revenue necessary 
for the public wants, upon the principle whicn 
hod prevailed in the formation of the first tariff 
act. Duties were not imposed in consequence 
of speculative theories. They were imposed by 
practical men, who aimed singly at the public 
good. But, sir, at that time we had few manu< 
lacturiog establiohments. The industry of our 
people was almost entirely agricultural. What 
was not agricultural was of a oommcreial char- 
acter, or connected with maritime affairs. In the 
course of time, however, various causes growing 
out of changes in the political position and rela- 
tions of ouer countries, called into operation 
great causes, which led, without any action on 
the part of our own Government, to a diversion 
of tne industry of the people into new channels. 
The wars in Europe wnich followed the French 
revolution discourand every species of industry 
there. They diatarbed the productive labors <a 
a large poruon of the pipple; and there was a 
most extraordinary temand for the agricultural 
products of the United States. There woe a de- 
mand for the shippiogoftheUnited States. Every 
interest flourished until, owing to the difficulties 
in Europe growing out of the conflicting interests 
of the various beligerent Powttrs, measures wers 
adopted there which ofiected us. Our trade was 
disturbed upon every sea. Our ships were cap- 
tured by the contending panies, in entire disre- 
(nxd of our rights as neutrals, and in violation of 
the obligations of solemn treaties, onlil ourGktT- 
eminent was driven, in self-defenss, to the adop- 
tion of measures which were designed to prevent 
the necessity of having recourse to war for the 
vindication of our outraged righu. I refer, of 
course, to the condoct of Great Britain and of 
France, which terminated in the adoption of our 
embargo laws, and produced an almost total stop- 
page of trade, and the interruption of our inter- 
course with foreign nations. Whenthisoccurred, 
there was, as a matter of course, a necessary im- 
pulse given to domestic manufhetures. That im- 
pulse was felt, and produced considerable resuUsp 
until, in consequence of the increased agressions 
of one of the belligerenu on our rights, we en- 
gaged in the war of 1813. When we emerged 
from that war there were two great interests in 
the United States. There was the commercial 
interest, which bad been crippled by the war, and 
the non-intercourse policy, which had preceded it, 
which insisted on the utmost freedom of trade. 
There was the new interest connected with the 
manufacturing industry, which had first originated 
under the non-intercouise laws, but which hod 
been chiefly built npby the interruptions to tnuls 
with foreign nations growing out of the state of 
war. Thesetwointerestswereantagonistictoeach 
other. The commercial interest, however, was the 
weaker. The ntanufocturing interest, with other 
domestie interests sympathizing with it, suc- 
ceeded in obtaining ponession of these Halls. 
Every modification of the tariff (and we were 
obliged to raise a lawe income for tho purpose of 
liqmdating the new ourdens heaped upon us by 
war) was made with two objects: first, to rum a 
certain amount of revenue — next, to protect and 
foster those branches of industry which had then 
sprung into existence among us. Then we had 
the contest between free-irade and protection. 
The policy of protection for protection's sake 
triumphed, and continued to triumph. Its vota- 
ries hod possession of the Halls of legislatieB 
until tbey pushed the policy so hr that it producsd 
such discontent and irritation in those portions 
of the Union where manufactures had taken do 
root, as to alarm all patriotic men, and the tariff 
was adjusted anew in 1833. When that adjust- 
ment took place, it was made under such circum- 
stances that it secured, as was believed, the tri- 
umph of those who condemned the doctrines and 
principles of the protectionists; and it provided 
for a complete change in the public policy on 
Uiat subject. This change, it is true, was not a 
violent one, but it was a certain change from the 
protective system in its utmost extent and full- 
grown proportions to the opposite scheme of 
policy. It established a horizontal scale of duties 
prospectively, and that was going as far in the 
oireotion of theoretic fVee tnd^ as is piactipabta 
iiiidsr our QoysniaMat^or^n^ ^l^^^^^^l^'* 
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Xmtg a* nveane ia ooBUnned to be nuMtl by 
dniiM on importa. Thia act of 183!}— tbe com- 

Sromiae act, u it was tenned-^roTided for the 
iminatioQ of the ezitting dutiea oa all articlea, 
in acertain prescribed proportion, untilaparticular 
period, when all dutiea vera reduced to one level. 

Now, eir, about the period whan the duti«B 
■were to have arrired at that leTel, when the hori- 
Eontel Bcale would hare applied, a raaction had 
taken place in the public mind. A new contest 
was hadt and the protective principle waa again 
triampdiant, and uie tariff of 18w waa inaugu- 
nted. Aa a matter of coorae, after the inaugu- 
ratioB of that ajratem, a new conteat aroae, and 
itwa* found neceaaary to modify the tariff again, 
for the purpoae of producing a hannonr of feel- 
iag among the di^rent portiona of the American 
people, and the VuiS act of 1846 waa the result. 
It waa a reaalt w^ioh all true lovera of the couo- 
try moat have been gratified at, for, sir, it waa a 
return to the principle upon which our fathers 
had stood when they firmapproached this subject. 
The tariff act of 1846 was neither a protective 
tarUr for the sake of protection on the one aide, 
nor waa it a &«e-lrade tariff on the other. It wa« 
a tariff adjuated by reasonable dmu for the por^ 
poaa isi ntuing the revenue, of which the coun- 
try atood in need, in such a manner as would 
impose the burde>>a moat equally upon the inhab- 
itanta of all poMiona of the Unitra Statea, and 
which would ba Uhely to diaturb» in the least de- 
gree^ the then eaiating inlareau of the different 
portions of our people. 

Sir, the statesman who conceived and elabo- 
rated that act deserved the thanks of the nation; 
and, for one, 1 regret that there ia not to-day a 
man of the same capacity and the aame largeuess 
of mind to make the inquiries, collect and digest 
the fteta that must be considered and weigl bed 
before it ia pouible to readjust the duties upon 
imports in auch a manner as to operate no injua- 
tiee, and lo produce the result aimed at. That 
tariff act baa been in operation for ten years, and 
it aeems that it is now objected to, not oecause of 
any wont of equity in the general character of its 
provisions, but because, unhappily, it has pro- 
duced too great a revenue. It ia admitted on all 
banda that the Treasury ia full to repletion^ that 
it ia goified with treaaore; that it tempts to ex- 
travagant expenditures; that it tempta to the un- 
dertaking of wild Bchemea. Well, air, if this be 
true — if the revenue be too large, the tariff should 
be modified with a view to diminish it. But how 
ought it to be done ? ^la it to be done in a statea- 
aaanlike manner by modifying the duties, after a 
oarefut examination, so as to inaure that result, 
or ia it to be done in hot baste, under circum- 
stancea unfavoriU>Ie to calm consideration, under 
oircumatoncea unfavorable to the acquisition of a 
proper amoont of knowledge fat the proper per- 
jbrmaneeof the work, and done in ancn a manner 
that, instead of attaining the end proposed, it ia 
poaaible the evil may be aggnvated i 

Now, sir. It is not my purpose to say anything 
more upon general topics. I shall direct my atten- 
tion to a matter which concerns the constituents 
whose Representative I am upon thisfloor — ^which 
cot>cerns a portion of the population of the United 
States who nave much at stake. It happens that 
to-day the price of the staple in which my constit- 
rnnts arc interested, has attained to an oxtraordi- 
nary height-, ud because the price of that staple— 
and I refer to the article of sugar — is high, gentle- 
men say that the people of the United States are 
required to contribute a vast amount of money 
for the benefit of the sugar planters; that that in- 
terest is a mere local interest, and one of no con- 
sequence; and therefore, onegentloman, the chair- 
lautn of the Committee of Waya and Means, in 
the bill which he has reported with the aasent of 
the majority of that committee, aaya that the 
article should be taken out of the schedule in 
which it ia placed in the tariff of 1846, that it 
rtiould be separated ftom its leUowa, and that it 
riiottkl be Buojeoted to a diminution of two thirds 
ofthe present duty upon it. Another gentleman— 
the gentleman Irom Indiana, [Mr. Colfax} — 
■ays that tlie duty should be struck off entirely; 
and another gentleman — the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Bli)b,J who introduced a resolution toin- 
■tmet the Committee of Waya and Means, stated 
UmU o^tt to-bfl nmoved) howiw tha pioda^ 



tion of sugar waa of auch a eh^x&cur and so incon- 
siderable OS not to deserve public aiteiuion, and 
because the article itself was precisety of that sort 
which ought to be placed in (be free list. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think it more than prob- 
able that those gentlemen have not acquainted 
themselves with the history of that branch of in- 
dustry—that they have not acquainted themselves 
with theextent of the production of su^r through- 
out Ute world, with the extent to whii^ it is now 
produced in the United Slates, or with the history 
of the progress of its culture in lA>uisiana and 
elaewhere. If they had dona so, I am persuaded 
no such propositions would ever have been made 
by them with the expectation that they would be 
approved by men who intended to do tbeir duty 
to the whole nation. 

Now, air, it is said that thia sugar intereat is 
iooonaiderable, and Ibat ika duty on it ought to 
be removed. It is laid that the cultivation of 
sugar in the United Statea is of little importance, 
and that, so far as the removal of duty can a£ect 
it, it should be discouraged, and that, too, because 
of the present price of sugar. 

Mr. Chairman, before one venturea to make 
propoaitiona on auch a subject, it would not be 
inai^ropriate for him to attempt to ascertain the 
causes of the particular evil which he deplores; 
it would not be inappropriate for him to attempt 
to ascertain wbeUter what he propoaea would 
produce the result he contemplatea. The produc- 
tion of sugar iaeonfined toveryfewcountriea. It 
ia made either in the tropics, or in countries near 
the tropica. In consequence of the small extent 
of territory devoted to its production, and the 
anudl qnantity necessary for the auppjy of the 
wants of the Auman family, it ia an article more 
aubjected than any other to fluctuations in price. 
That tendency to an equality in production for a 
series of years which exists with respect to those 
articles that are produced over the whole extent 
of the earth's surface, and which grows out of 
the fact that the effect of bad seasons in some 
quarters is generally neutralized by good seasons 
in other quarters, does not exist with respect to 
the production of sugar. The high price of sugar 
to-day ia the rnault of the aame causca which have 
produced it before. 

It ia not because the cropa of augar have been 
greatly diminished for the two past years in the 
United States, that the extraorainary rise in the 
price of sugar has taken place under the oper- 
ation of the exiatins duty upon foreign sugars. 
The diminution of the crops in this country has 
certainjy contributed to that result; but the dimin- 
ished production in other countries has had much 
more to do with it. Do not gentlemen know that 
the crops in Cuba and Porto Rico, from which 
we derive the most of our foreign supplies of 
sugar, have been also greatly diminished for the 
two last years? Why, sir, the crops elsewhere 
are aa liable to accident as in Louisiana, Florida, 
or Texas. The crops in Cuba and the sugar-pro- 
ducing countries ofthe tropics are affected bv too 
much dryness or too much moisture, by long- 
continuea drouths or exccaaive rains, as much aa 
they are in the United States. It is true that in 
Louisiana the crop is exposed to injury from a 
cause that never operates in those countries. I 
allude, of course, to injury from llie extremes of 
cold to which we ore aubjected at occasional and 
very distant intervals. But, air, the crops in the 
tropics are subjected to injuries as great and as 
frequent from the hurricanes which sometimes 
rage there with a fury unknown to our cooler 
climate. And I make another remark which will 
seem strange, beyond all doubt, to gentlemen with 
the peculiar notions on the subject of the culture 
of sugar in the United States of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. ColvaxI and the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Buta,] ono it is this: Notwith- 
standing Uiat the sugar cane is an exotic in our 
climate, yet its culture in the United States is, in 
point of fact, exposed to no greater or more fre- 

aoent accidenla than in the West Indies, and 
lat it is my belief, from my knowledge of its 
culture in Louisiana, and from what I have 
learned from reading as to the causes which often 
wffect its growth in the West India Irianda, that 
it suffers from fewer accidents with us than it 
does there. Andinthis£pimonIam.aareallwbo 
have nwl Bry*n BdwW'i Wafim «f WeM 



Indies, and who are fhmiliar with that plant in 
LouLsiana, will concur. 

But, Mr. Chairman , I intended , when ! asserted 
that the high price of sugar here was not the 
result alone of the operation of the existing duty 
upon it, or of the diminution of the crops for tlte 
laat two years in Lottiaiana, to eatabrish it by 
known facta, and to show that there have been 
fluctuations in price at other periods of lime not 
very distant, which were quite aa extraordinary, 
and growing out of the operation of the same 
causes; and I will now proceed to do so. 

The first duty imposed on augar by our Gov- 
ernment under the t«riiT of 17^, was one cent 
apound on brown aqgar, and three upon loaf. 
Theae dutiea were augmented in 1790, 1 195, 1797, 
and in 1800, when the duty oo brown sugar yna 
raised to two and a half cents a pound, and that 
on loaf su^u* stood at five cents apound. These 
duties, it should be remembered, were imposed 
on sugar at a time when there was hot only ng 
Biigar made in the United States, but atatime, too, 
when there were no lands within its limits fitted 
for its production. These duties were revenue 
duties; and they were continued up to the periai 
of the adoption of the " compromise*' act or 1832. 
After that act had been in operation so long that 
the duties on sugar had been considerably dtmin- 
ished, and the planters were apprehensive of suf- 
fering a fall in prices because of it, there was, in 
I^ace of it, a moat unexpected and remorkaitle 
rise in the price of sugar — much more, indei-d, 
than the one which now disturbs honorable mem* 
bers BO much; and this grew out of a dimiaution 
in the quantity of augar produced in differeni 
sugar-growing countries. In the year 1833, as ia 
Fteted by McCulloch in his Commercial Diction- 
ary, in toe article upon sugar, the total production 
of exportable sugar amounted to £95,000 tons, 
which was furnished by the different countries 
cultivating it aa follows: 

Tba Biitiab Wert lodiea, indudiof Denatam sad Bw- 

biee IK^OOO bona. 

MauritiuB Stt/NO •* 

DeDEsr, rale of Boucbon, Java, Blam, PtiiHp- 

pine Islandi, lie nJNM> *■ 

Cuba and Pono UoD. HOMO " 

BrasU 75JKI0 

The Prencli, Dutch, and Dsatah Weal IntUes.. ^MO " 
LouiaUna a^HO <• 

»5,Q0O « 

The prices of sugar hod been quite steady for 
several years, and there had been no particular 
fluctuations to excite remark, when in 1834-35 
the crop of Cuba fell off three fifths, from SOD.OOO 
tons to 80,000, and prices rose. During the period 
for the selling of that crop the price rose from 
three end three and a half cents a pound in the 
previous rear, to four and four and five eighths 
cents in Elavana: while there waa a fall in prices 
in New Orleans from six to seven cents a pound, 
in IB33-34, to five and three fourths and t-ix 
ceate in 1634-35, in consequence of an increase 
of the crop of 1834-35 over that of 1833-^4, from 
75,000 hogsheads to 100,000. The next year the 
crop of Cuba was still greatly below the average, 
and prices rose still higher, and reached six and 
three fourths and seven cents. But in that Tear, 
1835, the crop of Louisiana fell down to 30,000 
hogsheads, and prices rose in New Orleans, in 
the winter of 1635-36, to the unprecedented price 
of from ten to twelve and a half cents a poond. 
Pricea continued at the highest point in New 
Orleans until late in the spring of 1836, when 
the crop of Cuba b^;an to come in, when pricea 
fell, ana continued to fall, until the crop of Louis- 
iana for 1636 was gathered, and came into market 
in 183&-37, when prices on plantationp fell to 
six cents. Crops in Cuba and Louisiana were 
abundant for a number of years after this, and 

S rices fell and fluctuated from three and a half to 
ve cents a pound for the brown susars. The 
reaction to which I alluded aa touting place 
a(\er the adoption of the "compromise" act, had 
reached its height in 1843, ana had produced its 
natural effect in causing the adoption of the tariff 
act of 1843. But there was a great increase in 
the crops of Louisiana and of Cuba in that year, 
and prices continued in New Orleans at their 
lowest limit — that is, at from three and a fourtb 
to four and a half cents, notwithstanding tfaa 
iimHHtt.ia duly/^AGLcoPS^ Cuba, and 
Digitized by 
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Louiflittna for 1843-44 both fell off eonsidembly; 
and in the spring of 1845 prices rose in Louisiana 
from three and three eig;hth8 and four cents to 
five and five and seven eighths cents. 

In 1846 the tariff act now in force vaa passed, 
and went into operation.' This diminished the 
duty on brown su^r from two and a half cents 
a pound to thirty per cent, ad valorem. Then, 
notwithstanding that the crops in Louisiana aug- 
mented from 140,000 hossheadfl in 1846 to 340,000 
in 1847, 3SO.0O0 in 1848, and S4T,9S3 in 1849, the 
price did not at firet diminish very materially, be- 
cause the crops in Cuba were not unusually large 
for two or tnree years. When, howerer, the 
crops again augmented largely in Cuba, and they 
continued to increase in Louisiana in the most 
extraordinary manner until from 347,923 bed- 
heads in 1849, the crop reached 449,384 hogsheads 
in 1853-54, then priess fell in New Or)eans to 
two and three and a half cents, and the crops for 
three or fonr years sold for but little more than 
would DAv the expenses of the different planta- 
tions. 7ni8 depressed state of prices continued 
■until 1855, when the crops again fell off in Cuba. 
The prices of su^r then b^an to rise, and con- 
tinued to rise, until the present season, when they 
attained their maKimnm in consequence of a fail- 
ure in the crop of Loaisiarta similar to that in 
Ziouisiana !n and to several memorable foil- 
drcs in the crops of Cuba, and of other tropical 
sugar- growing countries. And now, gentlemen 
who have not taken the pains to inform them- 
selves, cry out against the sugar interest of 
Louisiana because of this rise of iwiee, which has 
not attained the heightitdid in 1835-36; and that, 
too, when it is known that the crop of Cuba, 
which is now in the course of being gathered, is 
goingto be so abundant that prices will necessarily 
^o down materially as soon as it begins to come 
into maricet this spring, and when it is as nearly 
certain ait anything in tike Alton can be, that the 
crop now planted in Loniriana will be the largest 
ever made in that State. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that this declaration 
of mine as to the crop which will be likely to be 
grown in Louisiana the present year willexdte 
surprise in the minds of Chose who infer from the 
appropriation made last year for the procuring 
of sugar-cane for renewing the seed in Louisiana, 
that the plant has deteriorated there; but, sir, it 
is nerertneless true. The cane in Loaisitna has 
not deteriorated, in my opinion, and I bare some 
little experience on that subject. The cane crop 
for tho present year is planted with Louisiana 
cane; end my information from that State now is 
that the plant cane was never better than this 
year, end thot the crop now planted areatly ex- 
ceeds any ever before planted there, ^nd, Mr. 
Chairman, allow me to observe that this appro* 
priation, in consequence of which some of the 
declared enemies of the sugar culture have taken 
advantage to decry that culture as a forced one in 
the United States, and altogether precarious in its 
result, was, Iwill not saya Bnncombe affair, but 
it was one which was occasioned by newspaper 
representations coming from the inexperienced, 
grew out of a desire to isonciliate puolie senti* 
mcnt, and was, in my view, of doubtfbl expeui- 
cncy, and was more than doubtful in principle. 
I say it was of dbubtful expediency, because the 
cane which has been eoltivated for many years 
in Louisiana, in my opinion, is betterfitted to the 
production of certain and large crops of sugar than 
any which will be likely to be introduced; and 
for this very obvions reason. With one single 
exception, Loaisuina is better adapted to ihepro- 
ducuon of sugar than anyother country under the 
sun; and that exception erows oat of the occa- 
sionally cold autumns and winters to which it is 
exposed. The eane How in eoltiTalion, where 
any cars is taken in the selectioD of die cane In- 
tended for seed, yields, in the meat favorable 
seasons, as ^rmt a quantity of sagar to the acre 
OS it ever did, and as great an average quantity 
OS is given by any other cane now in cultivation 
in any other country; and in addition to this, it 
is a hardier plant, and is much less liable to in- 
■ury from cold than any which can brought 
from the tropical regions. This cane was origin- 
ally introduced into Louisiana, because it was 
thought, from its peculiar character, less likely 
to be aObeted fc^ thk'MHtjf ft<MU of «d» uitaainal 



season. This expectation was more than realized 
after it went into general cultivation. But, sir, 
all plants transferred from one climate to another, 
if tne^ flourish in the new climate at all, undergo 
certain Ganges in their period of growth which 
adapts them more and more to their new abode. 
This has taken place, in a remarkable degree, 
with the ribbon cane of Louisiana. It now^oes 
through the various stages of its growth in a 
shorter period each year uian it did formerly; and 
it is a net, which is attested by the experience 
of all the older planters of Louisiana, that in con- 
sequence of this the cane attains its full ^owth, 
and ripens so much earlier in the autumn, that 
the season of converting its juice into sugar has 
been lengthened upon an average of from fifteen 
to twenty days. Formerly sugar-making woe 
nsualir begun about the Ist of Niavember. Now 
the ordinary time of beginning it is from the 10th 
to the 15th of October; and instances are not at all 
unft-equent where the work is begun by the 1st 
of October. 

But ray time will not permit me to pursoe this 
topic fbrther. Before leaving the subject alto- 
gether, however, I will beg leave to say a few 
words upon some of the causes which affect the 

Crice of sugar, to which little, if any, attention 
as been given by those who treat the subject. 
Our supply of sugar is almost entirely derived 
from Louisiana and those parts of the United 
States lying along the Gulf of Mexico, and from 
the islands of Cuoa and Porto Rico, which lie in 
that gulf. Owing to tho widely-spread position 
of the othersuj^pcrowing countries of the earth — 
they being distributed through the two hemis- 
pheres, and over all the degrees of longitude — a 
short crop in one country is almost always com* 
pensated ny an abundant one in others, so that 
the production in those countries, when taken 
together, is pretty nearly equal, one year with 
another, throogh a series of years. But it is not 
so with the crops of the United States and the 
two Spanish islands. They are situated very 
near each other, and, owing to the physical 
features of the earth's surface, and the character 
of the prevailing winds in the Gulf of Mexico, 
they are, at the same time, usually subjected to 
the same vicissitudes of climate as it respects 
humidity and dryness. The sugar crop, like 
every other crop, as every one at all acquainted 
with agrienltnnl operations is fliUy aware, is 
abundant when there is the osoal succession of 
sunshine and shower, and tho supply of moisture 
necessary for the growth of plants is proportioned 
to their wants; and it is greatly deficient when 
the rains are excessive, or 'droughts are long 
continued. It is these causes that produce the 
ordinary and usual fluctoations in the supply of 
sumr; and it so happens that whether the crops 
suffer from rains or from dry weather, in either 
of these sugar-producing r^ions, the other is 
almostal ways affected, to agreater or less extent, 
by tbeaame cxueme. 

Gentlemen who look at the prioe-carreots in 
New Orleans and Cuba, will not, unless they have 
some acquaintance with the course and customs 
of trade at the two points, always arrive at a 
proper conclusion as to the price of sugar in those 
two markets. In Louisiana, sugar is sold at a 
price fixed to cover the packages. There are no 
export duties to be paid. In the Havana, when 
the price is quoted, it is the price for sugar alone, 
and the package in which it is contained is to be 
paid for a^wrately; it is valued separately, and 
subjected to a dwy separately, and the export 
duty imposed on it there also makes another ele- 
ment in its cost to the purchaser in this coQntry 
when it arrives, as well as the duty to be paid to 
onr own Government. At times, the prices of 
sugar, owing to abundant crops being produced 
in both countries at the same ume, become nearly 
as low in Louisiana as they were in Cuba. 

Gentlemen say, however, that it has been 
proved that the culture of su^r in Louisiana can- 
not supply the demand. If thvy were familiar 
with the progress of the culture, they would prob- 
ably think that there is greater reason to believe 
that it will supply the home demand much sooner 
than any other of those favorite branches of man- 
ufactunng industry which they now attempt to 
foster, irUt , at any mture day, supply the increas* 



I the total production of oogar in Ae world i and 
{ what proportion does the crop of Louisiana bear 
! to it? Would tl^e diminution of the crop in E«ou- 
isianaaffect the price? and would itowillidraWBl 
increase the price ? All men at all aetjoainted widi 
mercantile operations— at all acquainted with tha 
manner in which the prices of the great staples 
are affected bv a small diminution in the supply, 
ought to be aole to answer that question. Why, 
sir, a deficiency in the grain crops of England 
has doubled the price of flour. War in Europe 
hns donbled the price of pork, and of almost all 
those articles of food which enter irfto the geneml 
consumption of the world. And yet the increased 
demand, consequent either upon the existence of 
war, or a bad crop in one particular couotiT, 
would take but an inconsiderable portion of the 
mass of production which went to supply the 
necessities of the nations. But what would be 
the state of affiiirs in regard to tha production of 
sugar f Have gentlemen looked into that i Havo 
they ascertained the present condition of tha 
sugar culture in the world * Have they considered 
the proportion which the crop of Louisiana bears 
to the exportable crops of the world ? I imogina 
not; and I will therefore call the attention of tha 
committee to some facts. 

The crop of the world, as I before stated, in 
1883, is said, in Mcculloch's Commercial Dic- 
tionary, to have amounted to S9S,000 tons, or 
1,195,000 hogsheads, such as are made in Lou- 
isiana. In 1844, the production of sugar in the 
world had risen to 780,000 tons, or 1,660,000 
hogsheads. In 1853, it had risen to 1,044,000 
tons, or 8,088,000 hogsheads. Now, sir, if dmt 
was the amount of the crop in 1853-53, what 
was the proportion furnished by Louisiana f 
Gentlemen seem to think that it is an inconsid- 
erable interest, and that its production can be 
taken out of the market of the worid without 
mischief to themselves. Allow me to «ell the 
attention of the committee to Umt bvaae^ of in* ' 
dastry in Louisiana. 

In 1753, the eu^r-cane was for the first time 
introduced in Louisiana. Its c\ilture made but 
little progress while the population was small. 
When the Territory of Z^uisiana wm ceded to 
the United States, tne production walRiut about 
3,000 hogsheads. In 1633, the 3,000 hogsheads 
had become 30,000. In 1839-40, the 30,000 hogs- 
heads had swelled to 119,000. In 1853-53, the 
oron had swelled to 331,000; and in 1853-54, it 
had risen to the enormous quantity of 449,000 
hogsheads — a progress and an augmentation in 
tho production of a great staple that idMthout 
parallel in the United States, or, indee^^ Am 
world, in any branch of industry. 
And now let us see the proportion which tlia 

E reduction of sugar has hitherto borne and now 
ears in Louisiana, to the production of sugar 
throughout the world. The exportable produc- 
tion of sugar, as far aa I have been able to ascer- 
tain from the limited invcstieaiioa I hafc been 
able to give the subject at this time, in all tho 
sugar-growing countries of the world, (aa may be 
seen inMcCuTloch'a Commercial Dictionary, and 
tlie paper of P. L. Simonds, copied into the 19th 
vol. of DcBow's Review,) in 1833, 1844, and 
1852, was about as follows: 

1833 Q9o,000 toiti, equal to alKiut ],195,00» lihda. 

1844 7B0,D0O " " " 1,50U,OOO " 

1853 1,044,000 " " 9,088,0(10 « 

Taking these statements as correct — and I have 
no reason to distrust their correctness — then the 
crop of Louisiana bore these proportions with 
respect to the exportable production of (he world, 
at the several periods mentioned: in 1833, about 
one fifteenth; m 1844, abou't one eighth; in 1853, 
about one sixth; and in 1853, nearly one tburth. 
In 1854, then, according to these statements of 
McCullodi and Kmonda, nearly one fourth of all 
the sugar produced upon the face of the globe 
was made in the State of Louisiana; and yet gen- 
tlemen say that the interest is inconaidrrable. 
Tbey think they can strike at it without injury 
to themselves. What would be tlic result.' Por 
my own part, I am perfectly persuaded that, if 
you touch that interest — if you strike at it with 
an unfriendly hand, you will diminish its prodac- 
tion there permanently; and that, with its dimi- 
Butioa there, the price of sugar will steadily in- 
Wliyf -Batwne^fjB^tlM^arlfiBSup 
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to thti time, the coltun of nigar hei Dot mftteri- 
•lly adi-anced in the reet of the world, out of the 
Unitird Slate* and Cuba; and it Mems, from the 
•taiisticB before me, that nearly all the increase 
in the production of suRar, since that time, has 
Uken place in the island of Cuba and in Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.MILLSON. I confess that I am very much 
utouished at the slatementa made by my friend 
from Louisiana: and as he has doubueas consid- 
end the subject with some care, be is enabled to 
fortify and confirm his remarks. And I wiah to 
•uncst some difficultiest with -a view rather to 
•noble him to maintain hia propoaitionB dtan from 
anydiaposition to cavil with fail ■tatcments. 1 
wish to ask him, then, if he means to say that the 
United States consume one fourth of ttie whole 

Suaniiiy of sugar consumed in the world? I ask 
le question, because I belieTe that the domestic 
export of sugar is only about j|300|000 worth, 
while there is a Terr lam fbreign importation. 
I should be very clad if the gentlunao would elu- 
cidate that difficulty. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The bulk of the cane 
made in the world is consumed in Great Britain, 
France, and the Uoitsd Siolea. A considerable 

Eroportion iaconiutned in Germany and Spain, 
ut by far the greater part of the consumption of 
cane eufar in the world is, as I stated, in Great 
Britian and the United States. I mean that the 
consumption in these countries vastly exceeds, in 
proponion to numbers, that of any other portion 
of the earth 's aurfhce. 

My calculations havo been based upon the 
statements which I find inMcCulloch's Commer- 
cial Dictionary, and on a statement made by P. 
L* ^mondst of London, in an article in relation 
10 the colture and eonaumptioo of sugar in the 
worid, published in the journals of Great Britain, 
and republished in this country in De Bow's Re- 
view, volume 19, peg* 350. It is possible that 
the nroduction in the whole world may be un- 
deranted. But I take the figures as I find them 
in McCulloch, and in the statement made by Mr. 
Simonds, for the information of the commercial 
world; and according to these authorities the ex- 
portable production in 1853 was 1,044,000 tons, 
and thans equal to S,08S,000 hogsheads, such as 
are made in Louisiana. Now, in Looisiaaai in 
1854, tha prodnetion was 449,000 hogsheads. 
The gentleman nay make hia own ealeulatioas; 
I Ik Jiere it is very nearl j one ouarter of the whole . 

By reference to McCulloch s Commercial Dic- 
tionary, (edition of 1854,) it will be found that 
he jMknatca the exportaolo crop of cane ewar 
raadnirougbout the world in 1845, at 796,OI>0 
tons, which he saya was dittributod fbr eoaiump- 
tion •■ ft>Uowa: 

lbs*. 

TtM United KlniAMB 310^ 

Fruea 84,000 

Tbe Netlieriandi, Bdglum, tiennsnv, Piusta, Aos- 
trla, Hungaiy and AiMtrlan Itaty, ftee Datch 

porfr,kc 7\000 

HasM-Tuwae mfiVt 

Anttreip. UjpOO 

Buttock, SteitlB, lUalpberi, and other port* 

or the Btdtk, keTTI^?. * 8,000 

Trtsrte, Vsaioe, nime, Ite. S^uOO 

BpafD 39^ 

Ponsfsl 10,000 

ftussfai 36,000 

Deaaiark end Sweden. I^OOO 

llaljr, Sleilr, Malta, TsriMTi Omw*) and lbs Le- 

VQut fenenlly 

United Stales SO/MO 

Csnsda, Anitnlla, C^e oTOoad Hope, Ite 3^000 



Id this 8tatemen\ the coneumption of the do< 
mestie sugar of tlw United States in not moo- 
ttoned. In 1844 and 1845, the crop* in the United 
States were double whoi thej were in 1843, and 
the importationa were small m 1845. McCulloch 
aays the imports of sugar into the United States 
for that year amounted to 115,664,840 pounds, 
of which 13,799,651 pounds were reilxported, 
leaving only 101 ,865,189 pounds, or nearly 45,000 
tons, (or domestic consumption. From uis, my 
friend from Virginia [Mr. MiLLaoK] will see that 
Great Britain and the United States are the great, 
and indeed principal, coosumera of cane sugar. 

Now, sir, tha augmentation in the prodiwiioB 
of sugar firom 1S3S to Ufi8> Mcoidiag to tht ita^ 



tistie* before me, was 460,000 tons. Ofthataog- 
mentation Caba famished 330,000 tons, whi&t 
Louisiana Airnished 187,000. 8o that all the rest 
of the world increased its production only 32,000 
tons, or 64,000 hogsheads. 

And now let me call the attention of the com- 
mittee to a fact. The production of sugar has 
diminished in the English West Indies in a moat 
remarkable manner. I have before me a state- 
ment taken from Mr. Simonds 's paper in reference 
to the production of the island of Jamaica from 
1790 to 1851; and the information it furnishes 
would be instructive to some gentlemen if they 
wouM only analyu it, and strive to ascertain the 
causes of the nmaikoble changes in the amoant 
of the crops which have taken place there. The 

Jroduetion of augar in the island of Jamaica in 
790 was 91,131 hogsheads; in 1805 it had risen 
to 150,000 hogsheads. It fiuctuaied from that 
time until ISW, from 150,000 to 100,000 hogs- 
heads; and from that time steadily diminished 
until the year 1851 — the last year mentioned in 
the statement — when the production had fallen to 
41,000 hogsheads, which was the average of the 
previous fire yean; but a little more than one 
fourth of the crop of 1805. The only other 
country where the sugar eulture has made any 
remarkable or appreciable progress is the island 
of Mauritius, an English aependenev; and that 
increase haa been brought about by toe influx of 
Coolies. 

' Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman from Loui- 
siana allow me to interrupt him a moment before 
he leaves that part of his subject which relates 
to fluctuations in the price of sugar? * 

Mr. TAYLOR. Certainly. 

Mr. DUNN. It is not my object to embar- 
roaa the gentlemaa with suggesuoDS in conflict 
with the views h« has expressed, but rather to 
surest to him other points, which will materially' 
strengthen his position. If be has pursued his 
inveBtigationa so far, will he inform the commit- 
tee whether, at the dates to which be refera, there 
has or not, been other causes operating in addi- 
tion to the greater or less supplies of sugar in 
our markets, perceptibly influencing the prieea? 
Will he inform us how the great fluctuations in 
our moneyed afiairs, during the last twenty or 
twenty-five years, have corresponded with the 
fluctoatioas in the pries of aogar; and, if at all, 
how has tha abunoanea or scareitT of money 
afliected the price of sugar ) Will ne also state 
how the elevations and depresaions of the price 
of sugar in Louisiana have kept pace with like 
ductuationa during this same period in prices of 
the agricttltural products of my own section of the 
country, of which the constituents of the gentle- 
man have been such large purchasers? It is 
proper these subjects of legislation should be well 
undentood in all their bearings, before we ven- 
ture upon radical changes of policy. It is better 
to avoid a mischief than to anord a remedy afler 
it is inflicted. This remark will show the gen- 
tleman that I concur in hie opinion, that protec- 
tion ought not to be withdrawn from sugar. I 
use the term prolcetum, for I like ita direet and 
AenoC meaaing better than any of the modem cir- 
cumlocutions which, in practice, import the same 
thing. If the gentleman will still fiirther indulge 
me, I will add, that I wfmld not only give pro- 
tection to sugar, but to every other product anil 
every industrial enterprise of our country (when 
needed) that is essential to our welfare and inde- 
pendence. And that proteetion,inm7jadgment, 
ought to go up to the neceanties of euh partic- 
ular case requiring it. 

Information received here shows that the L^a- 
lature of Indiana, now in seasion, bos declared a 
dnire that ber delation in tliis Congress should 
vote to withdraw this protection ftom sugar. I 
wish always to find occasion for a profound re- 
spect for the Legislature of my State, and to 
observe in all faithfulness its known will in regard 
to my acuon; but when it so happens, as in this 
instance, that that will, if carried out, clearly ap- 
pean to me would wrong my neighbor, and pro- 
duce a generelmischief— would be unjust to some, 
and injurious to all — 1 must incur the responsi- 
bility of following the path of public duty indi- 
eatea by iny own fixed judgment, humble as itis. 

Mr. TATIX>IL. The gentleman firom Indiana 
is In additton to tu Inrntablt riM in tb« 



prices of commodities which takes nhice u»<l«r 
the operation of the law* of trade wnvm'ver the 
supply falls ahortof the ordinary demand, prii^ea 
are always augmented or diminished wliL>i!<-v«r 
the value of monejr, or of tlie circulating mfiliurn 
which represents it, is affected by the amount of 
it reaching, no matter from what cause, n state 
of excess beyond the ordinary wants of tmde; 
or it falls below i^, and becomes inaufllicieiit for 
carrying on the ordinary operations of cnmnierce. 
I could, if my time permitted, illustrate ibis prutt- 
tion by reference to a number of instances in the 
history of trade in this country, which ought to 
live in the nomory of nombm still omonj; us 
whose hopes were bbtited,andthe8hipo of whose 
fortunes went down overwhelmed by the waves 
of fluctuation which followed upon some of the 
sudden and great changes in the volumn of our 
cireulating medium which has distinguished the 
laat thirty-five years. I will, however, refer only 
to two periods— that from 1836 to 1843; and the 
present time. 

Who does not remember the sudden inflLition 
of prices for every species of property in 1836-37, 
consequent on the great increzue in the circulaiioD 
of bank paper which distinguished that period? 
And who that has any feeling can forget the revul- 
sion which took place a year or two later, when 
this circulation almoat disappaared after the bus- 
penaion of specie payments? Why, air, in the 
storm which broke upon the monetary world on 
the sudden withdrawal of that paper, many a 
" royal merchant" went down, and thousands 
upon thousands who had been lulled into fatal se- 
curity by the previous high prices, awoke to fiiid 
that what they had esteemed as valuable as coined 
gold had become almoat as worthless oa the pieces 
which the Arabian (ale tells us of, that were re- 
ceived from the magician, and appeared, when 
put away, like the true metal, but which, when 
taken out for uae, had turned to mere dry and 
worthleas leaves ? Why, sir, who does nt>t know 
that has given that attention to the history of 
the business of the country which every man 
ought to before he presumes to approach any of 
the great gueations connected with the financial 
policy of the country, that not only real property, 
out all the great staples of the country, were 
raised in value one day, only to go down as far 
below their fitrmer level on the next, by charges 
in the men volume of the circulating medium ? 
Is there any one here who does not Know tliat 
flour, which had in 1834 been at from four to fire 
dollan a barrel in the great marketa of the coun- 
try, rose in 1837 to nine and ten dollan? 

Sir, has not a similar change in prices taken 
place since that time, under uie influence of the 
golden dkcams that have flowed into the cirm- 
lation tjf the world from the digging of gold in 
California emd Australia? Did not the price of 
flour in our markets rise from |4 19, in New 
York, in 1851, to |S 50 in 1853, #8 in 1854, and 
19 in 1855? Some other causes tended, doubt- 
less, at this period, to favor this increase of price; 
but every one knows that it is in a considerable 
degree attributable to the swelling of the mess of 
the cnmncy of the world. Any one who lakea 
The time to do ao, can easilr oee that sugar went 
op and down in price witn other things during 
these mutations caused by the state oif the cor^ 
renoy. 

If one were to judge from the outcry made by 
certain gentlemen about the recent riae in the prica 
of sugar, one would be apt to suppoae tliat then 
were no such fluctuations in the prices of other 
commodities. Strange, indeed, is this impression 
of those gentlemen, in view of the facta known 
to all business men. For their information . nnd 
withaviewtoundeoeivathem — unless they belong 
to that class who ate blind only because they wtO 
not see — I now read a statement abowing ihe 

S rices of sugar in Cuba and Louisiana, and of 
our at St. Louis and New York, at dilTofent 
periodat 

1834 3 eu. IB39 Slf to 7 cts. 

1B3S 4to4\ " 183T fij( to ■« •< 

Thi^ is exclusive of package and exponduty. 

Sttgor fa ZouWftn*. 

1834- 35 SXto 6 cts. lS3fr-3T acts. 

1835- 8a 10 toUX " lS3»-«0 9if 10 4 " 

Thii inoludM Uw J 
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1B34 44 50 1851 »l 88 

1B3S « 85 18Sa A 93 

1S3S 8 00 1853 5 08 

1637 >. 9 IS ISH 6 09 

isas 7 83 

1B34 AS 07 I8S1 H 19 

1635 8 00 ISSa „ 4 96 

1B3S 7 SO 1853 5 51 

1637 9 89 1854 6 OS 

1SS5 9 06 

From thii statement it will be seen thiit the 
prices of su^r have not been, and are nM now, 
•ubiected to an^ ^ater fluctuations than those 
of flour. But It IB known to all that the prices 
of pork, and of almost every other article that 
serves for food to man, undergoes similar fluctua- 
tions. In 18S4, mess pork was tan and twelve dol- 
lars 8 barrel. It rose to twenty and twenty-two 
dollars in 183T and 1838. After that time it fell 
again with the general depression of prices. But, 
for the laat ten yeara, its fluctuations have been 
such as to sink Utose of sugar into inaigniflcance. 
It has been down to ten and twelve dollars a 
barrel several times in that period, and has risen 
■gain to twenty dollars and upwards. And to- 
day this great staple of Ohio and Tndiana is be- 
tween seventy-five and one hundred per cent, 
higher than its former ordinary price; and yet 
the gentleman from Indiana fMr. Colfax] and 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Blim] do not 
feel uieir bowels moved with compaasion for the 
milliona of laboring men to whom that article is a 
necessary— absolute necessary,to support life. It 
is known that all the great artides of food have 
increased ao mtich in value within the last few 
years, that the expense of living everywhere has 
increased nearly one hundred per oent.i and yet 
these gentlemen who are so keen to adopt some 
measure to diminish the price of sugar, do not 
seem to feel any special vocation to attempt to 
lower the price of flour, of pork, of beef, and the 
thousand articles which enter into the consump- 
tion of the people of every section of our country, 
and in every position and walk of life. If it be 
right to legislate with a special eye to reduce the 
pnce of suear, which oosts, at um usual price, 
■bout two dollars a head fbr our popnlation, is it 
not ri^ht, also, to legislate with a view to diminish 
the pnce of flour, which costs at least from three 
to four dollars a person; or the price of pork and 
other meau, which costs to each consumer at least 
ten times aa much, and probably twenty times as 
much, as sugar; or the price of woolens and cot- 
tons, whkth cost to the consumer twenty or thirty 
times as much aa this proscribed article? 

Do these gentlemen' think it more important 
that men should tickle their palates at a cheap rate 
with the small quantltiea of sugar whak each 
one consumes, than that they should be d^plied, 
■t a cheap rate, with fbod which they re()uire for 
nourishment; with clothes that they require for 
covering themselves; and fuel which is indispens- 
able in the rigors of winter? One certainly would 
suppose so on looking at the billpresented by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
in which the duly on suear is put down to ten 
per cent, ad vtUorem; whue that on woolen man- 
ufactures, coal, potatoes, and iron, is retained 
at thirty per cent.; and that on manufkciures of 
cotton at twenty<five percent.; and on beef, pork, 
bacon, buUer, flour, ac.,at twenty per cent.; or 
who should glance at the amendment proposed 
by the gendeman from Indiana, [Mr. Colfax,] or 
the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Bliss,] who both wim to take the duty ^ from 
■agar altogether, and (save it on coal, and pou- 
toes, and iron, and woolens, and cotton goods, 
and all the other articles just eaumeraied. With 
all due respect to these gentlemen, I must say that 
their proposed policy seems to partake very much 
of the cnaracter of that of tae sinner Pollock 
■peaks of, who 

"Wlitioas hand pot 
A pssay tks an of povanr, 
And Willi the other took a MIUsi oiiL" 

But the gentleman Qrom Ohio [Mr. CAHraBLLl 
and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Colfaxj 
■ay that the duty on sugar imposes a great burden 
on the rest of the people of the niUion for the 
ben^t of the sugar planters of Louisiana, and 
that, therefore, the duty ahould be greatlv dimin- 
i^d or entirely remored. Indeed ! And yet 



these gentlemen are in favor of maintainin^r the 
duties on woolens, on cotton goods, and on iron. I 
Well, sirfdo not theie dnties which they support ! 
with ao much ardor, impose any burdens oo the 
masses of the people? They say that other 
people than the sugar planters pay these duties 
on sugar. Well; and do not other people besides 
the manufacturers pay the duties on woolen and 
cotton goods, and iron ? And do these duties 
amount to less than those paid upon sugar? Let 
us see. 

By reference to the finance report of 1854-55, 
one can see the amount of the imports of these 
various articles for a series of years, with the 
sums paid for duties upon tham. 1 will only read 
the amounts showing the value of the different 
importations, and the aggregate of duties paid on 
them during two different yeara in which the 
lowest and the highest importations were made, 
as follow! : 

Wooleaa— lowett, 1847 A10J»8,933 S3,385,9T7 

tilgben, 1BS4 33,3»l,5a4 8,986,151 

Coumw— loweM, 1817 415,193,875 91,117.803 

btflMU, 1854 33,949,503 8,513,717 

IroaSBdsteel— lowest, 1847. a9,906,708 as^SIO.lSa 

M|best,ie54. 31,819,488 9,180,690 

Siicu-loweM,1847.... t7,5a9,146 99,966,534 

tUchest, 1854 13,700,788 4,110,930 

Front this, does it not appear — is it not per- 
fectly evident^that the burdens upon the people 
resulting from the suear duties are usually scarcely 
one half of what is thrown on them by the duties 
on either one of theotherarticles? Itiatrue,air, 
that the importation of sugar in the year ending 
with June, 1856, was greatly augmented in con- 
sequence of an extraordinary event in the sugar 
culture, which has Recurred but once before in a 
period of fifty years. I allude, of course, to the 
partial failure of the crop for the two last years. 
But, sir, even then the importation in that year did 
not exceed in value the sum of $29,400,353, and 
the duties upon it reached only about ft7 ,000,000 
— a sum considerably less than that paid for duties 
ordinarily upon importations ofeilher of the other 
classes of articles. 

And what, I aak, was the reason of the greater 
value of the imports of sugar that jwi Did it 
grow out of the mcreaae in the quantity imported, 
or was it the result, in part, of some other cause. 
It grew out, in part, of the increase in the quan- 
tity imported; but the greater proportion of the 
increase in value was caused by the rise which 
had taken place in Cuba because, partly, of a 
diminution in the crop of that island for the pre- 
vious year, and partly from the increased demand 
in her market for sugar for this country, caused 
by the partial failure of our own crop. The value 
given in the finance report is that of the country 
where the purchase was made. This will beaeen 
at once from the following statement of the im- 
portationa of sugar for the last three years: 

1 854 .4l9,a90;»9 ai3,40e,976 

1855 .468,3071419 11,418,887 

185S 5^813,945 93,400,353 

An examination of theee quantities and values 
shows that whilst the qaantity imported was 
augmented only thirty per cent, the value was 
increased at the rate of about seventy per cent., 
which was a necessary conaequence of the greater 
cost of the article tn Cuba, where the price has 
now risen nominally to from six and six and a 
half to eight and eight and a half cents, as shown 
by the late price 'Currents, and where it ia really 
higher in exact proportion to the cost of the pack- 
ages in which the article is brought away and the 
amount of the export duty imposed on it by the 
Government of Spain. 

I have now, I think, broken down the very 
absurd poailioas taken by the gentlemen from 
Ohio, [Messrs. Campbell -and Bun,] and the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Colfax,] unless it 
be thought the height of wisdom to get a very 
trifling advantage to-day, at the expense of a con- 
siderable and permanent injury to oneself forever 
after; or unless it is thought more judicious, when 
one is acting for other people, to pursue such a 
course as will rid them of the payment of some 
one or two dollara, only to compel them to pay 
five or six fg^ the same thing some other time ; or 
than to get fH of a burden of thirty or forty dol- 
lars on eac)) perWD by taking off the duties on tha 



other articles referred to, which would not, innll 
likelihood, be very apt to be followed by any ad- 
ditional burden, toot^h it might possibly b<> at- 
tended with the lose of some previously enjoyed 
advantage. 

I will now turn to Miother branch of this sub- 
ject. The advocates for the encouragement of 
domestic manufactures place their action in that 
direction on the ground ttiat their growth among us 
creates a home market for the ndvantDgcous dis* 
position of the agricultural and other productloni 
of those of our population engaged in other pur- 
suits. It is upon that ground alone that high 
duties upon iron, woolens, and cotton goods ore 
maintained. Those interested in these contend 
that they benefit other portions of ourpopulation 
by giving employment to great numbers of labor- 
ing peraons who must be supplied wiih the neces- 
aariea of life by the labor of the remainder of the 
people; and the rest of the people submii to the 
payment of these duties because those cnga«;cd 
in agriculture believe they are compensated by 
the enhanced prices of their produce, wbilat those 
occupied in the varioua other industrial pursuits 
whicn give the means of support to great manses 
of our fellow-citizens tliink that they are paid by 
having the demand for the fruits of their labor 
augmented by the wants of the operaUves. 

If the creation of a home market be a euflieient 
cause to justify the maintenance of the duties upon 
the importa of iron, woolens, and cotton goods, 
it ia not easy to understand how those supporting 
them on that ground should be opposed to put- 
ting the imports of foreign sugars on the same 
footing. The sugar culture in the United States 
has a greater eficct in that direction than ciilicr 
of those branches of domestic industry. This 
will be at once apparent by reference to the sta- 
tistics, which every one can cxomine fnrhtmiclf» 
in the census of 1650, and in the various tablea 
contained in the finance report of ltj54-55, and 
more particularly in that of 1855-56, which were 
prepared with great labor and care, in obedienca, 
as I believe^ to resolutions of this House made at 
the lastaeesion. When yoninstitutea comparison 
between these brancbea of our industry, and that 
connected with the production of canc-augar, as 
to the number of the establishmcnU timicd to 
each, and of the peraons connected with them 
respectively to whom employment is given, the 
following will be found to be the result. There 
are for 

Atoftllibnmth Optratlen. 

Wool maauActiirSB 1,559 39,^ 

Cotton " 1,094 sues 

fnm *< f, gB|S 

Production of sufor aa atioirn bjr 
the eeniua or 1650, pace 1^ ot 

the Oofupendiiiin 9,881 

Oidlnary laborere 108,010 

Oveneen, tafiimn, lunar- 
makera, conperi, carpea- 

en, rnuoui, he 5,0ua 

110,OIO* 

From this it ia seen that the numbers of catab- 
lisbments for the production of sugar in tha 
United States exceeds considerably those for the 
manufacture of cotton, and that it la greater than 
the numbers of those devoted to the manufacture 
of iron and wool combined. 

As a general rule, the home market, supplied 
by any particular branch of domestic industry, 
depends upon the number of persons en^ged in 
it. This rule, however, is subject to various ex- 
ceptiona. From the diflerences in the character 
01 these various branches of iiiduatry, there is a 
great disproportion between the relative demands 
upon the otoer industrial classes of the commu- 
nity for supplies to which they give rise. In the 
manufactures of woolsna and cotton goods, after 
the buildings for their aecoramodatton have been 
erected, and the necesssry machinery has been 
provided, there are no considerable calls upon the 
other industrial classes but for the supply of the 
food and raiment, and the other ordinary necea- 
sariei of lifb for the support of the oneraUves. 
The msnufactures of iron require more tKan those 
of wool and cotton, because many of the opera- 
tions going on in that branch of manufacturing 
require the ttanaportation of heavy burdens, ana 



* Ttili ntifflber ot opentivet, ac. U catlmoted, m 1 6nd 
no ■tBt«ment on tlwt pobt in Ibe cenaui or any puklio 
docaoMBt ^lich hsa Mien In my wsy ) but I bsUsvs tbs 
■oBibsr |lvm Mil sbonof the tesl aaaibs. 
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therefore call for Tchicles of Tarioua description*, 
a considerable number of animals for the draught, 
and very great Bupplies of different kinds of luel. 
But, sir, whilst the iron interest, in proportion to 
the number of operatives engaged in it, creates R 
much greater and more important home market 
than either wouleii or cotton manufactures, the 
cuItiTEtion and manufacture of sugar creates a 
TastJy more extended home market in proportion 
to the numbers engaged in producingit, ana prob- 
ably exceeds them all put together in the amounta 
which it causes to be paid to persons devoted to 
other industrial pursuits. 

The production of sugar requires both agricul- 
tural and manufacturing labor. Forlts BuecessAil 
prosecution there must not only_ be broad fields to 
Be tilled, but there mustbeaTarietyof machinery 
for the expression of the juice from the cane after 
it is grown, and for ita conversion into surar by 
processes of manufacture carefully and skillfully 
conducted; and there must be, besides, buildings 
of great size and of strong conatruoion, within 
which the machinery is to be placed, the manu- 
facturing processes are to be carried on, and the 
finished product is to be stored after it is made 
and unlit it is sent to market. Of the establish- 
ments in the United States for the production of 
cane-sugar in 1850, as shown by the census, fif- 
teen hundred and fifty-eight were in Louisiana, 
and from my general Knowledge of their charac- 
ter, and of the manner in which they have been 
prepared for the prosecution of the business, and 
in which they are carried on, I can furnish the 
House, in the absence of any statistics compiled 
by the public authority, with some general de- 
tails as to what the sugar planters of Xouisiana, 
in which this branch of industry is most devel- 
oped, have paid to other portions of our people 
in fitting up their establisniiients, and what they 
BOW pay annually to them while carrying it on 
Buecessrally. I do not claim for these details any- 
thing like precise accuracy. The estimates made 
will be mere approximations to the sums paid, 
based upon my Knowledge of the character and 
extent of such expenditures in particular in- 
stances. 

For steam engines, sugar mills, and the appa- 
ratu^^r making sugar, or refining, such as Ket- 
tles, rarnace doors, grate bars, vacuum pans, 
pumps, water pipes, &c., dkc., not less than ten 
millions of dollars have been paid to the north- 
em founderieeond manufhctunng establishments 
where they were made, and to their workmen who 
were engaged in putting them up on the different 
T tlapt atione. But this is not all that was expended 
fl4vaitl to northern producers in the preparation 
for carrying on this particular business. The 
culture and the manufacture of sugar requires a 
great stock of horses and mules, and of plows and 
the other implements of husbandry, of wagons, 
carts, &c.,«nd tlicse are all procured from the 
iiorthern States, and paid for to their stock grow- 
ers and manufacturers. The number of horses 
and mules permanently required at this time on 
tbe sugar plantations of Louisiana exceed sev- 
enty-five thousand head, all of which have been 
brought from Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, In- 
diana, and the States neighboring on tliem, at a 
cost of not less than seven millions and a half of 
dollars, which have been thrown into those Stales 
from Louisiana to reward their industry, and 
augment the riches of theirpeoplc. 

But this, air, is not all. The sugar interest of 
Louisiana has not only paid these lai^e sums,and 
others of no inconsiderable amount, for wagons, 
carta, and for various implements of husbandry, 
&c. , but it pays a greater sum of money annually 
for northern products and the produce of north- 
ern labor than is paid by those engaged in the 
manufactures of wool, of couon, or of iron , singly , 
and I venture to say, nearly as much as is paid 
by alt of them together for the purchase and con- 
sumption of the products of the labor of the other 
portions of the American people. Well, sir, it 
may be attkcd, what are the articles to which the 
sugar-planting portions of Louisiana furnishes 
such an extraordinary demand? and, therefore, I 
will tell you. Sugar-planting LouisianafaastakeD 
during the post year, and takes every year, not 
leas than 

Bipity ibomsnd banels of mem pork, or l» Mnlvaient, 
csttioinoWjStieaai. fl/mijOM 



Ten thoorand barrels of flour, coatbif not leai 

than 65,000 

Two bundred and filty ttaotuand pain ofBboeB, 

tA H75,000 

Plnntation cloihlng to the amount of, at leut, 1 ,350,000 

Blankeu for planuition UM, north, at l«ut... SISO^OOO 
At lean bU tbotuand hotsea aiid oiulea, u an 

swage COM of ^IdU par bead 1,300,000 

HBUi«atotsl(totliaBesRides,of $ijMafiOQ 



But, sir, when it is remembered that in addition 
to these articles the planters have constantly to 
make purchases to keep up their stock of fanning 
utensils of every kind— to replace wagons and 
carts, plowsand noes and axes, whipsaws, croas- 
cut saws, and mechanics* tools, new machinery 
and machinery to replace or repair old, saw-mills, 
draining machines, lime, fire-bricks, hoop p<des, 
lard, bacon, potatoes, corn, oats, and a thousand 
other things that enter into the ordinary con- 
sumption upon a sugar plantation, I do not hesi- 
tate to state it^ my belief, that the sugar-planting 
interest pays to Lhose engaged in otherbranches of 
our national industry from six to seven millions of 
dollars annually. And to whom, I ask, is this vast 
sum paid!* Why. sir, our horses and mules come 
chiefly from Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. Our machinery and 
farming utensils, and implements of husbandry, 
from the founderies and the workshops of Cin- 
cinnati, Pittsbui^, Wheeling, liouisville, Phila- 
delphia, New "York, and other northern cities. 
Our clothing and shoes, &c., come mainly from 
the manufactories of New Jersey, New York, 
Connecticut, and Massachusetts. The pork, and 
bacon, and fiour, and lard, and hoop poles, and 
corn, and oats, and potatoes, and coal, &«., &c., 
come from the States bordering on the Ohio river 
from its mouth to its source, and those bordering 
on the upper Mississippi. It is the northern 
fanner, and mechanic, and manufacturer, whose 
industry is benefited by this extraordinary home 
market, of the extent, or even the existence of 
which these gentlemen, whose constituents have 
long since grown rich, and are now growing 
richer, on the profits drawn from it, seem to have 
not only no knowledge, but not even a lurking 
suspicion. 

Why, then, I ask, is this duty on sugar nngled 
out and struck at? The pretenses set up are too 
shallow — the arguments offered are too absurd 
to operate upon and infiuence reasonable men. 
There is a reason for it, in my opinion, different 
from any of those assigned; and it is tihe only 
reason, as I think, which can induce any con- 
siderable number of members to support it. It 
is to injure Louisiana, and Florida, and Texas, 
and through them the whole South, because sugar 
is made by slave labor. Bat let me ask, will any 
good come out of your destroying the sugar cul- 
ture in those States? Will that diminish the 
number of slaves in the United States? You may 
have the power to strike down this great interest, 
but will you exercise it? You may be justly 
proud of your power, for 

" TiM exceUent to have a fiant's strength.** 
But is it not equally true that 

" It ia tynonniu to use it Uka a glaot ?** 

And would you not suffer? Think you that 
you can pull away one of (he main pillars which 
supporU the proud fahrii; of your own pros- 
perity without danger to yourselves? Whv, sir, 
if gentlemen, puffed up with a notion or their 
great power, should pull away this pillar in that 
fabric, unlike the blind and oppressed Samson, 
who threw down the Philistine temple to destroy 
his enemies, they will crush and overwhelm their 
own brethren and friends. 

But tell me why you arc bent on depriving us 
of the advantage of this duty } When the duty 
on sugar was first imposed, it was imposed as a 
revenue duty. It 4ras not intended to <^rate as 
a protection to that branch of indnstry, for there 
was at the time no sugar made in the United 
States. The very territory in which our sugar 
is now grown was acquireid after the duty was 
esuUiIishcd. The industry of the people was 
attracted to ita cultura because of the existence 
of the duty: the duty was not established to en- 
courage the culture. Undersuch circumstances, 
those who have embarked their means in it, tipon 
the foith of the long-seuled policy of tht nation, 



have a Intimate claim to conaideratioD.uii);^ 
is no pnnciple upon which the takine d i 
diminishing the duty, without any pubut reo- 
sity, con be justified. Take off the duty, u,j 
sugar-planters of LooiaiaDa may be niinril ;r 
change in the national policy, uncalled forbri' 
exigency of the public service. And vij- ^ 
cause you have become wiser than yout^ 
and all tbe generations of men that hn^ 
before us; than the apostles of old ; and ihu'G,,. 
himself when he made his covenant vii3A;<i 
ham as he dwelt in Momre; and wheahegwi 
table»of his law to his chosen peo^Bui;, 
thunders of Sinai. 

You hate slavery, do ymi, and wonld mi^, 
it in this way? Well, sir, suppose the \kji 
struck — that under ita infiuence tliesugut;^^ 
in the South is discouraged, dimiiuBhei, 
finally disappears. And then— what? li^-^ 
deficiency in the production of au^ 
would result from this to be supplied- i^j 
how? Why, by an increase is itaculioRtf 
where. And would not this give a nev tac^ji 
to the African sUve trade in Cuba ; or uHaitw 
traffic far more iniquitous in itself than ihtita 
slave trade has been represented tobcbii^^ 
who labored for, and acoieved, its prebibTiiea 
England? I allude, of course, totheCoolieai) 
The African iriave is not only accastonud loia 
age, but, from his very nature, he ia uii£a<;-: 
any other life than one of dependence tud kn> 
tude. So far as it is given to ui to uidfix; 
the oi^ect of his creation, from the fam.y 
has on iformly occupied in all ages and in i^u.*- 
tries, by the fwmussioD of Him vfaolai £ 
"Are not two sparrows sold fora finliik-.c 
one of theai aball not fall to the eroaixi 
your Father's notice?" it would Kcm 'iim 
thews uid nnewa wen given hioi onljrikuj 
mig^t bsmade useful to the world bjrliiiKH. 
jected to the will of oootlter. Bot it ii ku 
with tbe subjects of this other tnSc. Tbejai! 
enjoyed what men call freedom throu^iLa 
They have those feelings which make iWi£!» 
trions withoutcompulsion, and provideDi<.'^| 
necessity, so as to Ew q^uolified to coninbntiia 

Erogress of the world in agriculture and ikn 
y uieir individual and independent aout. 
Well, sir, England, as will be rentmbeti;' 
all, oTler having lor nearly two eeaturieiHEC^' 
all her power and taaked her coaaaitatvr 
prise to stimulate and oarry on the Athwuf 
trade, end that, too, in opposition to iht^^ 
and repeated remonstrances of these Suta,:ki 
her colooiee, saw fit to change her policjf.uii! 
bring alt her enei^^ into play to putionf 
and to render it infamous. And whydidib:.'i 
this? Was she impelled to do so byr^ex: 
and^ resistless tule of a newly-avaktod fi- 
lantflhpy? Notatall. It wasjealoQijofli.'- 
ican progress. History tells us that rori»n*jc 
half a century the efforts of her iiIu1ib(L-*;4; 
had been unavaiiingly directed to tuiobjci. 
matter what vivid pictures of its ei»tsr<fla 
barbarity they presented to the public m.rl.'Se 
mind was unmoved, and monarch, titssatt 
gentry, and the masses of the pMple,i<iU| 
passed them by unheeded, until the tomH^ 
United States had become *' king" in ute* 
mcreial world. Then, and not tilt then, 

" A etaame CSDM o'er llta spirit of ber taa.' 
The slave trade was not only aboliihed, bs-V 
determined to abolish African slaverrickTfl 
onies, in the hope, as I believe, that V fat H 
lie diplomacy and secret wmageaiAt dwnq 
by acting on the principle of the foxtbiiWl 
his tail, induce as in some way to folio* ^4 
ample. Well, sir, she is now, and hulMci 
since the emancipation of the slavei iabn i 
India colonies, pursuing covertlf or o^y 
carefully cherisned pohcy with rapeei i^' 
But in the mean tiou shchaafouad,ii7bit» 
perience, that the policy she adopi«l viik< 
ferent view has led to the atmoM diitrea 
wretchedness among her West Indiu 
tion, and to the almost total snnihihuoa 
most important brwches of Uieiriiidntrr< 
she now seeks to retrieve her sMiiiepWli 
exciting the animadversions of the worw.^ J 
how has she attempted to do it? IvIH-?^ 
She has acted upon the hint of odc of f 
istt, who in iMwvle ttf some tampumlf'f 
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person noted in her seientific world, made him 

eclarc : 

" Well '. If tre cjinnot ntterlhhii^, 
Why, tliPti, by G— d ! well chWKe thrtr amum, ■Ir." 

.nd thus, upon lhat hint she has reestablished 

ie slate trade hy law under the gaise of pro- 

idingfor "colonial emigration!" 

And now, Mr. Chairman , let me aay that , whilst 
ly friend from Iforth Carolinii [Mr. CLmcMAM] 
as speaking of the policy of England in this 
«pecl, and giving some details as to the pomtion 
"these "P-oToniBta," I was tempted to think that 
hat honest Wamba says, in Ivanboe, of the 
■aciices of the "men of the merry greenwood" 
id somehow or other b^ome ingrafted on to the 
itionol habit of En^and,snd was displaying \t- 
iir very distinctly m the course of her modern 
)licy. The jester, as one will find who takes 
e pains to look into the very inBlructive dialogue 
■vwettn him and ihe Kacfc Knight, tfaid these 
en of the merry greenncood " made op a bal- 
iccd account with Heaven as fhir as Isaac the 
V keeps with his debtors, and, like him, give 
It a very Utile, and take large credit for doing so,' 
ckoning, doubtless, the sevenfold usury which 
G blpssed text hath promisi?d to cnaritsble 
ana;" tts thus, "they set off the building of a 
tta^ with the burning of a castle, the thatching 

a choir against the robbing of a church, the 
tling free a poor prisoner ngainst-lhc murder 
a proud sheriff, or, to come nearEf toour point, 
: (fcliverance of a Saxon franklin against the 
rning of a Norman boron." My first impi<es- 
in was that this enslaving of Uie Coolies was 
sort of set-off to the merit she supposed she 
d acquired by goingvery recently to the assist- 
cc of the half civilized Turk? But this fancy 

mine was an anachronism. Her policy on 
is subject preceded her *'re!ier' to Turkey; 
d this great move of hers may be more rightly 
nsidered as a consequence of the right to a 
iot-off" given her by her " disinterested" Tabors 
the cause of *' universal emancipation;" whilst 
; may look for her finding means to bMaHce the 
»nt merit to which she lays -claim!, beeauHc of 
r action toward* Turkey, by taking some ox- 
lordinary license with respect to hel^eab China 
to the heedless Persian — if recent newajmper 
counts may be believed. 
[ have not the time to treat this aubjeot of the 
tolie trade as my inclination prompt! me to; 
1 1 oannot pass it by without adding tb the 
laila given by my friend from North Carolina, 
me important facts, which had* escaped' his 
learch, or which he had not an opportunity to 
:apitulatc. This system went into operation 
MauritiuR, arfder the authority of England, av 
-ly as 1847. From that time to IBM, both in- 
Jive, Beventy-nine thousand eightiiundred and 
ty-cight of these "colonists'* Were imported 

that island. And now, Jet me ask, does not 
a fact account in the inost satisfactory manner 

the increased growth of sugar in Mauritius— 

1 only couniry, as 1 before remarked, in which 
xul tu re of canc-sugiiir has incn>ased in any eon- 
eraUle degree for the last twenty-three years? 
ere were nine thousand six hundred and three 
the same class of beings imported into British 
iarm between 18S1 and 18M; and four thousand 
cn hundred and seventy-nine into Trinidad, 
nve not had access to the original n^ilations 
ler wliich the first importations of these beings- 
re made; but the regulations in force at tins 
le, as 1 believe, in the English colonics are the 
no in character and substance as those estab- 
ted in Cuba by the royal drcrce, signed by the 
ieen of Spain, and dated on tlic 2"^ of March, 
4, to which reference was made by the gentlc- 
n from North CaroHna, [Mr. CLiNCHANflas 
y be seen by any one who has the curiosity to 
K into the "fifteenth general report of thccolo- 
1 land Jind emigrant commissioners, presented 
boih Houses of Parliament, by command of 

Majesty," dated April 30, 1855, and now in 
Library of Congress. 

rhese *'free colonists," when they arrive, if 
y have not before entered into contracts with 
cial persona, are to be assigned to persons 
uirin^ thfir services at a certain specified rate 
tetigeBj which is bat little more than nominal-, 
a term of yean; and then they ore Ribjeeted 
ho following iMUainta, Ac.: 
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1. Tfieyare to be subject to the orders of their 

employer. 

2. Iiiey cannot leavchiseatablishmentorplant- 
ation witnout a written permission from him or 
his agent, 

3. If they do so thpy are liable to recapture, 
and are subjected to the payment of the expenses 
of recapture, ahd to a penalty for their escape. 

4. Every day they are -absent without leave, 
they are to pay double their wages fbr the time> 
or to give two daya* work for one. 

5. Those who harbor them when they eacape 
are punished. 

6. They are liable to serve two or three terms, 
amounting together tp ten or fifteen years'. 

7. The regulations are such thatemployers nay 
kcpp them in debt, so that iheir time or service 
may be indefinitely prolonged. 

y. None can leave the cnlonies to which they 
have been taken, until theyfaave paid tuick the 
costlbf taking them there. 

9. 7hcy cannot leave withAt having a permis- 
sion or license so to dp from the proper officer. 

TO. The masters of ships cannot receive them 
on board in any of the colonics to which they 
have been taken, without a written permit; and 

11, Those who take them away without a li- 
cense are subjected to a penalty of twenty pour)^s 
sterling for so doing. 

AniTnow, Mr. Chairman, whatore these " free 
colonists?" How would you characierize their 
oclual conditiou? But, it may be said, they go 
voluntarily, and that their contracts are of their 
own maknia;. Well, -sir, what is said by an Eng- 
lish offici'r m relation to the " voluntary" going 
of a poi lion of ihero, will, I think, give one a sort 
of notion how tbc most of them ^o to engage in 
these labors. I read an extract trom a dispatch 
from the commissary judge at the Havana to Lord 
Clareqdon, dated lUth July, 1S54, to be found at 
psgC 152, in the appendix to the report. 

After giving snrhc d<<tails as to the numbers in- 
troduced, &c., the judge obser\-es: 

" T]iU would appear to stjoiv ihnt the Chinese ore found to 
aervK welt lor \Mmt. Dut It nppearji c]ni>sllonah)c wticther 
diecMiH} of humanity tHUhacn 10 well aervedMbBKbaen 
MppaBedorpteiended tvitMimt^iilutionror negro labor." 

The judge then goes on, and Bars~and I call 
the attention of the committee to the language: 

" llifr Chinese wlio art bronght over are in moat, It not 
all, cvifM, invcJi^ from Um interior, a ftw nUM ftorn 
Ainoy, by penmw <UbliMH)whn an mil lEnown at ibM port 
aa broiiefv, and.wiio bMluGv ilicm to comt! to Amny under 
blue pretcnMs of Ibcre being ciiipluynuiiit for ibem in that 
(own ; niid thf.w, on iticlr nppmacrh, they are (brciMy con- 
veyed on board atiip Ibr Havaita, tnatead of the island fit 
Amoy. Tlie new regnlHtioaa, It is trae, proviilc that the 
coawnt»rtli«iuiiiug[tutti,ocor(tHHoon whom tbeydspead, 
inu*t Ik obmiDL'd; but it cannot be expected tiiat the regu- 
lation on thh point, with no penaKy ariiscd. Will pot snoii 
[t> fraud In a inauer and in a country wheralicanaoeaally 
btr practiced." 

Before leaving thiff point, T will take the liberty 
of referring to an affecting lyirrative in relation to 
one particular iniportation ofa number of persons, 
in this new tramc, in which unhappily our own i 
countrymen were the importers. The painful 
story will be found at page 149 in the snpendix 
to the same report before referred to.- -Tne facts, 
stripped of all vcrbiage.are these, as there stated: 
The American Railroad Company brought to Pa- 
nama, to be employed on the eonfltraetion of their 
railroad, then in progress, one thousand* and forty 
Chinese. These strangers were landed, and put 
at work, exposed to the burning sun and to the 
drenching rains of an equatorial r^bn. Their 
health suffered from the climate, exposure to the 
weather, and insufficient or bad food. When they 
complained, nnd manifested an indisposition to 
work, ihcy were flogged, and compelled to return 
to their labor. At the end of six months — so says 
this narro^ve — thirty or forty of these wretched 
victims had been driven tn terminate their exist- 
ence, which had become insuppnrtable.by Suicide; 
and more than five hundred others of them had 
perished under thf; bnrden of their snfferinga, 
without nursing or medical attendance, and with- 
out the consolations of kindred or friends, in the 
midst of oppression, and surrounded by unpity- 
iog strangers. And now, Mr. Chairman, is there 
n man that will venture to discourage the sugar 
culture in Louisia'im, if the deficiency which its 
disappearance will occasion in the crop of the, 
•wvAa is to be supplied by phikmthrepic ttngUnd' 



or Spain, by means of this new seheroe of " free' 
immigration?" 

Mr. Chairman, in the remafning time allowed 
me under the rules, I will confine myself to the 
expression of my views, as to the policy- which 
ought, in my opinion, to be pursued at this time. 
If the revenue of the«ountry is too large, diminish 
it; but be certain that you adopt such measures 
as will produce that effect without injury to any 
great interest of the country. We of Louisiana 
ask no protection; we only osk that as long aa 
it is the policy of the nation to raise revenue by 
the imposition of duties on imports, that those 
duties shall be apportioned in Aich manner 'aa 
to disturb or affect unfavorably the great staple' 
which has grown up there under the settled pol- 
icy of the Government, in no greatprdcgree than 
is made necessary by the public interest. Wc do 
not osk you to discriminate in our favor; but we 
do protest most solemnly against your discrim- 
inating against us. We aa^ that we are, as well 
OS yourselves, members of this great Confederacy ; 
thic the Constitution, whose ministers you are, 
was estabhshed " to promote the' general wel- 
fare;" that to strike at the ditty on sugar, which,'. 
WAS, in its- origin, a duty im)K>sfd: purely upon' 
the revenue principle* and wltieh now atandfi on 
the same principle with the duties on iron and< 
woolens, and on colton goods, and to retain- 
those duties, destroys the equality of the {wopls; 
before the law; that such a coarse would be a 
gross violation of our i rights as citizens of tha- 
United States; and that it cannot be justified on' 
any-known principle of pubtie law, or be excused 
or even palliated by any of the flimsy pretexts 
that it is expedient on any recognizeo prioeiple 
of public policy. 

If the public good requires- that we should 
abandon this system of raising revenue, abandon 
it. We should suffer, it is true, by the change; 
the shock mtght-d.eetroy the fortunes of our peo- 
ple; beggary and wont might everywhere bunt 
into tht!ir dwellings; yet they would not murmur 
or complain so lone as the calamity was the con- 
sequence of the aooption of a mesaure requited 
to insure the common good, anti their sacrifiees 
fbr the attainment of the particular object were 
such as were required in tne same manner from 
their f^liow-citttens in all the other portions of 
the Union. But, sir, to retain the duties which 
operate so as to bemrfit interests existing'in other 
parts of the nation, and-wlttch necessarily imposes 
DuMens on the people of Louisiana, Florida, and 
Texas, and to take off that -which incidentally 
benefits a branch of tnduatry in which the for- 
tunes of their people are embarked, because it 
Imposes some burden on t^ose other parts of tho 
nation, would be depriving the people of Louis- 
iana, Florida, atid Texas of their share of the 
benefits to be realized by a fair apportionment of 
the duties necessarily levied for the public service, 
and which is a partial compensation for the other 
burdens which the impost system necessarily 
imposes on them, and unjustly subjecting them 
to-bearing a portion of the burden resulting from 
duties retained avowedly for the benefit and ad- 
vantage-of their northerii brethren alone. This 
woutiTnot be legislation **to promote the generd 
welAtre." It Wbahl be legislation to profit you, 
at-tbeir eXt»eMe. And such legislation, I repeat 
again, would' destroy their equsflity with you 
undM^hc law, and be a sro^s violation of their 
rights aa citizens of the United Slates. 

If this principle of action be permitted to ope- 
rate in one case, it may in another. If it be pos- 
sible to exclude one article or one interest from- 
the partial benefits growing out of snch a m^de 
of raising the public revenue, it will bo possible 
to exclude another. If the su*ar duty is struck 
off to-day, that on wool may be to-morrow, the 
duty en hemp the next day, «nd so on to the end 
of the ehspter. And, sir, allow m«. lo say, this 
course of action cannot be pursued without ex- 
citing angry feelings among our people, Mrray^ng 
one portion of ourppoplcagainstMOtherpsrtion, 
and in breaking up the harmony and destroying- 
the benefits of rtie Utiion. 

The gentlemen front' Indiana, [Mr. Colpax,] 
snd the^tleman'frAiA Ohio, [Mr. Bi.nt,] may- 
remitin m happy i^oranoe of the extent cf tb« 
ssgw culture in the United States, and of the ben- 

eto it h« *^i».5rgria^/<!!3e!!?^^ 
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will continue to confer* uiton their own Statei, 
and other States of the Union, by ahatting their 
eyes to, the light, or by being bo much occupied 
with " Dursiog their wrath to keep it warm," 
arainst the South, that they have no time to sec. 
But this fact n dear to my mind — and it is one 
that must be obvioueto all who look with the eve 
of fhe stateaman at the present condition of tiic 
' world, and at the probable policy of the nations 
in the future — that that portion of the United 
States txirdering on the Gulf of Mexico ia des- 
tined, at an early day, to bacome the greatest 
eugar-producing country on the tkce of the globe, 
I may not live to gee it; but I now make the 
prophecy, with the undoubting conviction that 
those now Uvinf;, and who have passed the meri- 
dian of life, will live to see that day. The day 
may be nostponed by folUes in legislation — by 
the attaeka of enemies — by the miwhinationi of 
thoBe who feel the atinga of that 

It liAite envj which wilhen at another's Jny, 
AuU hues Uh) happineM ItcSDiini reocli:" 

but 1 feel that it will as surely come as that 

" Tine shall roll on bia (.•easHeM coune " 
My ejes may be closed in death, my tongae 
mute m the grave, before that day; but I have an 
unshaken fluth that my children will see the pre- 
diction more than leaiued; and that the coantry 
of their home will, in their day, have thai weight 
and importance in the induatnat world to which 
its fertile soil, its genial climate, and its physical 
poaitfon will alike entitle it. 



SLAVERY QUESTION, ETC. 

SPEECH or HON. A. K. MARSHALL, 

or KEffTUCKT, 
la tHK HODIE or RBrUSCNTATlTSSt 

iHrnary 4. 1857. 

Th* Hotue being In the Commlnee of ibe Whole on the 
Stan of Hie Union- 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL said: 
Mr. Cuurmah: 1 have no intentinn to continue 
the discuosioa of that subject which seems to be 
^ thought the most important to my section of this 
country. The great error, in my opinion, into 
which southern gentleroen have lallGn, has been 
to debate the abstract questioi) of slavery, to jus- 
tify tlieir holding men in bondage, and to defend 
their right to their slaves. If, air, I am to under- 
stand the sentiment of the iwople of the Norik 
from the discussions which nave taken i^os on 
this floor, they do not diapute that right. Between 
the North and the Soutli therejs no difference on 
that question ; and if there was a disagreement I 
for one will never bring ihat right in question by 
' apy defense of it. No man can — no man shall 
dispute it. It haa not been done here. So fai> as 
I can learn, this right is as fully rscogRixed by 
northern as by southem gentlenaen. The right 
of property in man is aa fully recognized and 
acknowledged in Massachusetu as in Souih Car- 
olina. There may be individual exceptions. ! 
know there are fanatics who recognize no consti- 
tutional obligations, and who deny all legal nu- i 
thority on this subject. They are not the expo- 
neniB of noriherotecling, or of northern opinion. I 
I repeat, then, that upon the question of the right I 
of properly in man there ia uo dispute between^ 
the Mortli and South. There is no necessity, then, < 
fiarmydefendiog my constitutional and legalrij^ht 
to houl my slave in bondage. It ta not disputed, I 
and when it ih the defense shall not be in words, i 
Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I ask the ' 
gentleraanfromKentucky[JVIr.A.k.M*K>itA[,i.] 
if he was present the oUier day when the gentle- ' 
man from Ohio [Mr. Bliii] made his speech? | 
The gentleman saya he was not. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I. desire to say to ihe gentleman that ' 
he mistakes northem/Kntimentupon thia subject, j 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Blibb] took the I 
ground expressly, in that spe&Bh, that ijiere could | 
M np such thing as property in man. 
Mr. WALJCER. Ask MaasB«huMttB. 
Mr. A. E. WABSHALL. I will ask the Mas- 
•achuaeiu dcleg^a^oo. |lp4 I do u because ny 
southern friend requests it; j[ auk theih if they I 
will here deny that I, a southera mv), living in I 
Kentuejty. uiiuer her )awa and ber i^nwjtii^fpD^ ' 



have the right to hold my slave as property? I 
appeal to all Masaachusetis, and, indeed, to every 
northern man here, to say whether they deny Una 

right? 

Mr. STANTON. So far as I an> concerned, t 
believe the general sentiment of the North to be 
this, tliat slavery exivts by force of local law in 
the slavcholdii^ States, wuh which no man oul- [ 
side has any powiir to interfere; that there ia 
nothing in that local law inconsistent with the 
Consiimtion of the United States; and that the 
Constitution of the United States doca not inter- 
fere between the master and slave in the sUve- 
h old ing States. 

Mr. WALKER. He is not from Massachu- 
setts; ask a Maasachusctts man. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusctu. The gentleman 
insists upon having an answer from a Massnchu- 
aettsmao bearingupon the point underdiscussion; 
I therefore express my belief that every member 
of the Republican and American parties ofJtfA*- 
sachusetts fully indorses the sentiment uttenB by 
the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. Mr. .Chairman, I 
am but little used to parliamentary debate, and 
address the committee to-day unexpectedly and 
without preparation. I shall not, I fear, be able 
to do justice to even my humble pretensions if I 
ai# often interfered wiih. I trust, therefore, Uial 
unless there is a necessity for so doiw, my friends 
will permit me to procead without further inter- 
ruption. 

I am glad, Mr. Chairman, that I have expressed 
to-day ihe .opinion I hold in reference to the sen- 
timent of the North on the subject of slavery; 
and I am especially gratified that this opinion is 
iliis day and in this House indorsed by northern 
men. 1 believe, sir, that oneof the greatest evils 
resulting from this slavery agitation — I mean 
aectioiiu olienaticm — is because we do not under- 
stand each other aa we should. I think this is 
mainly induced by southem men— for what pur- 
pose It is needless now to speak — repeating before 
our people the sentiments expressed by extreme 
men of the North— men, either bad or weak, or 
both, who mdst live on excitement and agitation 
at home. Well, air, if we will- let them keep it 
at home among ihemsctvcs, it will never harm us. 
What difference can it make to us of the South 
what is said in the pulpits of the North by half- 
infidel preachers; or upon the stump by pofifictom 
less than A(i(f-patriotic? Such tnen may talk there 
about slavery, and denounce it as much as they 
please, What harm can it do us ? They may 
d^ounce the Conatitution ; they may denounce 
the Bible, and the God of the Bible, if they like. 
They may demand, if they choose, " a free con- 
stiiutian, a free Bible, and a free God," What 
effect can (his have on ua? Why, sir, it would 
interfere as liitlc with southern institutions, and 
disturb as Utile the peace of the country, as it 
would tlie harmony of heaven itself, if we would 
forbear to repeat iheSe sentimcnu before southern 
audiencas, and try — as I fear ia too often done — 
to identify the whole Norih wiih sucli expres- 
sions as cannot fail to excite disgust an4 honest 
, indignadoD in the aouthem breast, I do wish 
that southern men would refrain from tliia mode 
of at^ument, if it may be so called, and especially 
thai itie southern Democracy would meetihcfciu 
parlif utiles, aod consent, if they can posaiblylive 
without it, that this useless and dangerous agita- 
tion of slavery might cease, 

I i^ill now, Mr. Chairman, try and do what 1 
intended when I obtaioed tlie floor, but from which 
I have been diveried — speak to a question I think 
important. An elTurt is constantly made to pro- 
duce the impression on the public mind that the i 
Kansas bUl and the compromise of 1850 were, in i 
principle, the same, and that the repeal of (he Mis- 
souri compromise was necessary to (he cari-ying ' 
out fully tlie principles of the acts of 1850. This I 
is a delusion into which (he gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Stephen*] seems to have fallen. Now, 
air, 1 am unwilling to subject the compromises of 
1850 to the odium which is attached to the Kansas 
bill. I have heard of those who " steal the hvery 
of heaven to nerve tlie devil in." I will not say 
this is the case with this Kansas bill; but sure 1 
am that it has no right to tlie manlle thus thrown 
{(round it. In my judgment, no two propositions 
erer^differed more widely than do these. No two 



ihiiigB were ever less alike. The demon of dif- 
cora bcara as strong a resemblance to the prince 
of peace as does the Kanaas-Nebraskn bill to iht 
compromise measuus of 1850. In the moti^vg 
and necessity which induced their introducuoa 
and paasagciin lh£ principles as now undtrat^io'-d, 
and the questions sought to be settled; and > ejK- 
cially in the effects produced upon the country i y 
these two me^urea, the dilffrence is as coiur"civ- 
asitiBpoKsible'to conceive of. I almll, Mr. C^u r- 
man.enterinto no defense of the- measures of l-Soo; 
they do not require ii from me, or any otic • Is.-. 
The Democratic party indorsed them in I8i>^, atii 
again in 1856. Tliey consiitutp one plank in lu- ir 
present plalform, the Kuosos bill another. 1 vim 
to show why I cannot stand on both. . 

The "grt^tprinciple" which is said to be ob- 
tained in this Kansas bill " is nnn-interferemit iiy 
Congress on the subject of slavery in tlic Siati-s, 
Territories, or in the District of Columbia." 
Where this principle loaves the quei>tion of 
veryos to Uie Territories, the party do noi«'j:a' i, r 
agree; if, however, one may judge from tht; letttr 
of acceptonce of the President elect, fmm uxtncis 
which 1 have seen reported of spoecheN said to 
have been made by the Vice President el<^ct, 
from many speeches made during this deWif,it 
is left with the people nf the Territories by legis- 
lation, and while iiMi territorial condition, to ad- 
mit or exclude slavery oa they may think |>r(>prr. 
If this be the principle of tne Kansas bill, n 
a southern man and a Democrat of 1852 I can 
never agree to it. I hold it to be infiiiiu- ly wufm 
for the South thaiT the Missouri compromisi^, at:il 
for the country a thousaud times worse than li.v 
Wilmot proviso; in the language of Mr. Cal- 
houn, ** the most absurd and dangerous docmne 
cverproclaimedinthia country;" ^Jid no shadow 
of it can be found in ibecompromiaes of 1850. I 
will now endeavor to examine iheae two meosuirs 
in the order in which I have spoken of then, it' 
I can be permitted to do so. 

The compromise of 1850 was forced on liie 
country by necessity. Our war with M«xi<m 
had thrown into the posarssion of the people --f 
the United States a lai^ amountof lerritory, kt 
which we wvre under tlie necessity of proviii.i'; 
territorial governments. Tliere was no ^ucii 
necessity when the Kanaaa-Ncbraska biU wu 
passed in 1850. Great queatiooa wero to be d-- 
cided, and ibe qoestion of slavery of necefwiy 
forced itself on the cognizance of Consreas_Th-y 
were compelled to act U)wn it from tbecondiii[<B 
in which they were plaeeil. This was jmi lia 
case in 1854^ we all know. Mr. Clay, who wa» 
then Senator from Kentucky, and wliuae peculiar 
province it seems to have beoD at all times la 
nave interfered when there was danger thni:- 
ening this lymmunity, aeeing that (his Tfs«d 
auestion of slavery was that which alone reailr 
threatened the inslitutions of this country ai^ 
endangered its peace, brought forward a *y9;^a 
of meaaurestoBel^e not on^ the imnied into qu|^*- 
lion of territorial laws for Utah and New Mexi-:<> 
but all others which might be involved. It vu 
not alone the adjustment of terriiorinJ eovcnr 
menu for Utah and New Mexico, but iheire were 
other subjects of complaint which thr-y wtte 
oompclled to consider and settle, tliat tlie eouu- 
try might be at rest, 

Ona ju^t cause of complaint on the pnrt of tb« 
southern people had been that tlie proTiaion in' 
the Constitution for the rendition offugitiw rlsT'S 
had not been fairly executed. LawsoT the tivv 
States had been so enacted and construed aa i<> 
bear strongly against (hat provision. This e^d 
it was necessary to rcmoiiy. The compromise 
measures of 1850 had in part this object in vh.«. 
The fugitive slave law was pnsscu. It i« i,ut 
necessary for me now to specially refer lo iis pre- 
visions. Suffice to say, that under that law slsvtt 
escaping into free States were, despite tbc ron- 
Htitutions, laws, and prejudices of the Iseoplt iX 
those States, arreaf d and returned to iht-ir nisi- 
(era, under a law of Congress, and br its nuth<ir- 
itj. Sir, was not thia "interference*^' on tbe aiu- 
joct nf slavery in the States by Congress f It w«£ 
interference in the States and in tike /rer Siit'i'. 
Their constitutions, laws, and (lie jlcvp-rix.iri 
prejudices of their people, were all disrt-gmrd-.kl; 
the arm of the General Government was extern^ J 
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id returned under tu authority to hia southern 
aster. This was. I know, constitutional — not 
ily constitutional! out eminently proper and ab- 
ilutcly necessary; but it was inUrfartnet with 
tvery in the Slatet. 

Again: there was great dissatiefaction with the 
ive trade carried on in the District of Columbia, 
omplainta on this subject were made by the 
ortn, and soathern men felt that to present this 
nrst feature of the inatilution of slavery, and 
at, too, in the District of Columbia, to the people 

the North, was well calculated to foster and 
«p alive their prejudices against that institution . 
'heiher such considerations were just or not, is 
A important to the argument. U was a subject 
'complaint deemed an eTil, and Conmstunaer- 
ok to remedy that evil — to remove that cause of 
mplaintand agitation. I have not before me the 
wprohibitingtbfetrafiicin slaves in the Districtof 
olumbia, bull willstaleitaprovisionsfairly. It 
rbids the intfoduction of wavesintoUie District 

merchandise, and fiets the slave so brought in. 
ay, more, it forbids slaves to be brought into 
e District and placed in depot for the purppse 

transportation to any other pIace,Bndliberate8 
em if so confined. It gives to the Corporations* 
' Gonrgetown and Washineton city, and the 
luntycourt of Washington, the power to" abate, 
-eak up, end abolish any depot or place of con- 
lement of slaves brought in to the District as mer- 
landise." You remember, Mr. Chairman, that 
law was passed in Kentucky to effect this same 
iject, but we doubted our neht to libente the 
ives, even if brought into the State against law. 
fe did not think that we had the power to " in- 
rfere" with the master's riebt to his slave, and 
ee the negro. We imposed a fine for the viola- 
in of the law, but the slave remained the prop- 
ty of his owner. Congress thought and acted 
nerently. The power waa asserted and exer- 
sed to *■ inlafere upon the subject of slavery in 
le District of Columbia." The slave is here 
ken from the master and made ftree by an act 
f Congress. How unlike the principle of the 
lansaihNebradEB bill — ** Mm-iiUtifimut in the 
listrict of Columbia!" 

I will now examine very briefly the 'provisions 
* the compromise measures of 1850, and the 
■urse jpursuMl by Congress at that time in regard 

the Territories to which that legislation was 
reeled. And as I desire to compare this legis- 
tion with the Kansas act, I will call the atten- 
in of the committee to the eoodition of these 
erritories when they becatAe the property of the 
:opIe of the United States. Slavery had at one 
me existed in these Territories by law and in 
ct, but had been abolished by law. 

Mr. WALKER. WhatUw? 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. A lawofMexieo. 
cannot now refer the geoUeman from Alabama 
I the date or.to the exact provisions of the edicts 
I which I refer. I make no pretensions to that 

inute atcuracyof knowledge. But I can assure 
ic gentleman that there was a decree of Mexico 
f which slavery was abolished, which was con- 
rmed and effectual. [Some'remarks by members 
)t heard by reporter.] I think, as I am speak- 
g without note or memorandum of any Kind, 
at my friends must be aware that this mode of 

terrupLion by side remarks is rather em bsrrass- 
g, and I hope I shall be permitted to proceed in 
iV own way. 

If, ihon, 1 am not mistaken — and if I am, geri. 
tmvn can correct me — the Territories of Utah 
id New Mexico, where slavery once existed, 
ftd been made Ares bv Mexican Uws, and tlicy. 
ere acquired by the United States as free Ter- 
torics. Such was the opinion of Mr. Clayi 
td those who acted with him on that occasion, 
ongrosa gave them a government, and left them 
«c. What was the condition of the Territories 
r Kansaa and Nebraska^ This, too, had once 
een sUve territory by law, though no slaves 
ad U'en there in fast; but here slavery had been | 
>rbidi]on, not by a law of foreign origin, but by j 

law of Congress itself— not a law to abolisn : 
avery, but a Jaw prohibiting i(, thus making ] 
»-se Territories free by an act of prohibition, ; 
ot abolition. And it is worthy of note that Con- \ 
roes lias never inierfen^d with the ri^ht of the . 
laster to hia slave, except ns a penalty for the I 
iolation of law. The ordinance of 1787 pro- ' 



hibited the extensioa of slavery into Territories 
where it would or might otherwise have gone; 
but it fVeed ao slave, nor disturbed the ri|:ht of 
property in man. So with the MissAun com- 
promise. Slavery existed bylaw i» oil the Lou- 
isiana Territory; but in that portion north of 36° 
30* there were no slaves in fact. All these Ter- 
ritories, then, when Congress came to act for 
them, stood in a condition somewhat similar — 
the first, Utah and New Mexico, made free by 
a law of Mexico abolishing slavery; the others, 
Kansas and Nebraska, covered by a law of the 
United Staus prohibiting shivery nrom going into 
them. 

Did the {ompromises of 1850 repeal or set aside 
the taw of Mexico, which made these Territories 
free, and thus make them slave? Or did they 
declare null and void the laws of freedom, Mexi- 
can though they were, and yet refuse to revive 
the former laws of slavery, and leave the people 
of those Territories free to choose their own ao- 
mestte institutions," and settle that question for 
themselves 7 Not at all , sir. They refused both 

ETOpositions. The gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Miu.i0N,1 who still deservedly holds his 
position in this oody, saw the eondinon of these 
Territories, and sought to remove the difficulty 
by declaring these laws of Mexico void and of 
no effect. Tha -propuaition was rejected, tlie 
Mexican law virtually confirmed, ana the ques- 
tion of slavery settled, as to these Territories) by- 
congressional " inter/erenct. " 

Afr.BOWiE. Whenterritoryhaabecnacquired 
by conquest or by treaty, do the laws of that 
country prevail as aectinsl our own ? li 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. Certainly not as j 
agttinit our own laws. 1 am no lawyer, and ven- 
ture an opinion on this subject wiiK only that 
confidence which a common-sense view of the 
matter would seem to warrant. I oannot but 
think that when we acquire territory by conquest 
or otherwise, governed bv laws not inconsistent 
with the Constitution and laws of this country, 
such laws, rules, and regulations, continue in 
force until they are repealed or declared null and 
void by the United Stales itself, wtyi alone have 
the power to do so. 

Mr.. BOWIE. Does not the gentleman from 
Kentucky agree with me that, under the Consti- 
tution of the United States, a southern man has 
a right to go into the Territories with his slav« 
property f 

Mr. A.K.MARSHALL. I differ with many 
of my southern friends, not as to the right, but 
as to the source from which that right is derived. 
I do not think it comes from the Constitution of 
the United States. Before the Union was formed, 
before the Constitutioo was ftamed and adopted, 
slavery — man's right of property in man — was 
recognized and admitted then, as it is now, all over 
I the country, and by every one. This right of 
properly is not the creature of local laws or muni- 
cipal regulations; but it is* the law, if I may use 
the expression, of common consent, protected and 
sanctioned, it is true, by local legislation, hut not 
derived from it. Slavery, then, existing before 
the Constitution was framed — slaves bemg rec-, 
ognized as properly everywhere — I have a right, 
by virtue. of this universal recognition, to carry 
Uiis, as any oUier property , into any Terrilory'or 
any Sbttt of this country where there is not some 
local law bearing upon this right and preventing 
its exercise; but where there are these local pro- 
hibitory laws, however unjust, however-unequal, 
however unfair I may deem them, I must yield 
them obedience until repealed or decUwed uncon- 
stitutional by the proper tribunals of the country. 
I hope I am understood. 

I will now, if I can, get back to the point from 
which these loo frequent interruptions have di- 
verted me. t have endeavored to show, Mr. 
Chairman, and I think I have 'succeeded, tUht the 
compromise measures of 1850 did '* interfere with 
slavery in the States" in the act for the recovery 
of fugitives from labor; that they did " interfere 
with slavery in the District of Columbia" in the 
act to abolish the slave trade in the District; that 
they did " interfere with slavery in the Tcrrilo- 
ries,"by refusing to repeal or declare null and 
void the laws of Mexico abolishing slavery in 
Utah and New Mexico, thus virtually adopting 
those taws — dillering sntirely flrom tne Kansaa ! 



bin. It is true Congress refused in 1850 to " in- 
terfere with the exitting lawi on the subject of 
slavery in these Territories; but that very refusal 
was their confirmation. In 1854 Congress *' in- 
terferes with slavery in the Territories," but how 
very differently. The Kansas bill " interferes" 
witn the txitttng law on the subject of slavery, 
by the repeal of ihe prohibilorv law of 1820. It 
interferes with the subject of slavery by refusing 
to revive, nay, by repeating the laws of slavery 
existing over these Territories prior to I8S0; and 
it *■ interferes," I had almost said infamously, but 
I will say dangerously for the country, and fatally 
for tht South with the subject of slavery, if the 
northern Democratic construction of it bo correct, 
by conferring upon the people of the Territoriet> 
the power to admit or exclude slavery by terri- 
torial legislation. The compromise of 1650 did 
none of these things. 

But, Mr. Chairman, if these measures differed 
in the eireumsiances and neceasities which gave 
them birth, in the principles they contain and tba 
objects had in view, infinitely greater has been 
the difference in the effects produced upon the 
minds of our people and the condition of the 
countVy by them. We all remember the unhappy 
condition of the country from 1848 to 1850. Dan- 
gers of the most alarming diaracter menaced our 
peace, and threatened the very existence of the 
Government. Bad men were placed in high po- 
sition, and the country was full of angry uis- 
cussion. The wisest men of the nation were 
ready to Aunt, and the patriot to give up all hope. 
The nearu of the pure and good and loyal lovers 
of the Union were filled with gloomy forebodingn 
and painful fears; and none but mailmen and fa- 
natics rejoiced. It was «hcii that Kentucky's 
great statesman felt it his duty to leave hia retire- 
ment, and breast, in his old age, the storms of 
sectional strife which in earlier life he had on 
more than one occasion ridden out. It was to be 
and he knew it wull, his last political work. He 
sought to make it perfect, complete, and final.' 
He devisediand brought forward those measures 
of peace which, though not passed as he pre- 
sented them,' ar,e and ever will be colled, and 
properly called, his compromises. He saw the 
travail of his soul, and waa satisfied. He lived to 
see the happy effect of these measures upon the 
whole country. The laws were acquiesced in 
and faithfully executed. The Vii^inia phinter 
received his fugitive slave at the bands of Uie 
Boston Free-Soiler^ and the District of Columbia 
was no longer a slave market. Both the great 
parties of the country adopted them as a finality 
of the slavery questions; and the dying statesman 
believed, and had a right to believe, that this 
apple of discord was forever removed. No peo-> 
pie were ever more Happy — no country ever more 
peaceful and prosperous. The South wo* satis- 
ned, and the North content. 

I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that I am not here to 
defend the compromises of 1850. Their effects 
on ^he country are their best vindication. ** I 
come to bury UKsar, not to praise him." They 
have fallen— fallen in Uie Captiol by the hands of 
those who received place and power from them. 
And this Kansas bill, by which these great meas- 
ures were destroyed, seeks to hide its iniquity 
with the robes of^ peace and justice and wisdom 
which they wore, and clainBS an affinity with 
them. *' This is, indeed, the most unkinaest cut 
of all." When Congress met in 1653, we all 
know that the condition of the country was such 
OS I have described. No people could have been 
happier than we were. And no party ever (lid, 
^or ever can, occupy a prouder or more glori- 
ous position than did the Democratic party then. 
They passed the Kansas bill, no necessity de- 
manding its introduction, and no section calling 
forita extraordinary provisions. What followed? 
Instantly all the elements of strife are at work; 
section is arraved against section; all fraternal 
feeling is lost; tne slavery agitation is at its height; 
the tJnion is threatened North and South, and 
the practical operation of its principle of " popu- 
lar sovereignty" and uon-interveniioii li^p intro- 
duced civil warand bloodshed Inio that ycry Ter- 
ritory for whose benefit ttip principle was estab- 
Ustied. 

Sir, it OQuld not be otherwi»r^n emnir* h 
^ pri» forwt|^itfeifeff^^*Uf0^iwtC 
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. contend. Avarice, ambition, nnd deep-rooted 
prfjudico, all combine to moke the contrst fearful 
nnd tleiidly. It sajra to the North, "You have a 
redundniit popniation, besides the thouaaiids of 
foreigncra who are annually landing upon your 
BhorP3,a burdt'ii and acarsc to you. Send them 
to Kanstis, find make tt free. Tlierc ihey become 
citizt'na in a day— ihey are educated to your in- 
terest, and will do your bidding. Send them to 
Kansas, and secure it to freedom." Tntht South 
it says, "Wo have removed the ancient landmark 
which oiir fathers had *et up,and all the Territo- 
ries of the country are open to you. Will you 
■tand idly by and see this, the common property 
of all,-quictly possessed by men who are hostile 
to you end your institutions? Surety the prize is 
■worth an rfrort. Congress will'iiot 'inierferc. ' " 

tAnd thus northern prejudice and southern pas- 
sion arc brought face to I'nce to settle the " domes- 
tic iiistilutiona" of the Territory with the rifle and 
the revolver and the bowic knifr, upon the princi- 
plea of "popular sovereignty!" The General 
Govornmcnt must not " interftre. '* Congress has ; 
nothing (o do, when ihc quesliou is thus settled, 1 
but lo ndrnit her into the siatcrhood of Syil'.'s, | 
though her garments be all covered with fraternal 
blond. >Sueh, air, in my opinion, must be the 
effect of every cfTnrt to settle the Territories ujwn 
ihf Democratic construction of tlic principle of 
tliR Knnsaa bill. 

Sir, this seems (o be the policy of the Demo- ; 
cratii; parly; and f'ornll that has happ«Mied, and j, 
for all tlint may yet follow llie adoption of that : 

■ policy, tliG DomocrAtic party — not the South, no, 
noi* the Xonh — shoiiM uc hi: ld rnsponaible. And ] > 
especially should thin be doncwhrnwe rememfrer j 
that in they plaifted Ihemsetves upon the ;[ 

comnrornise nf 1850 na a finsliiy, proniiacd to I' 
resist the ngitaiion of the subject of slavery both jj 
in and out of Congress; nnd yet^ in violation of I 
ihia promise, they renewed iliia ogiLitinn in Con- \ i 
gress by an act most offensivii to the North, and 'i 
out of Congress by the csraliliKhmcnt of a prin- j 
ciple of all others moat fatal lo the South, and || 
dangerous to the Union — a principle which must I 
• forever niahitain this agitation wherever U is 1 
applied. I 
Mr, Chairman, the very frequent interruptions , 
to which 1 have been pulijectcd, ami a want of I 
studied nrrangi-ment of tlioLti^hi, must subject my 
remarks to the charge of being disconhectcd and i 
Bomcwhal scattering; and yet'j hope, sir, I have I 
Hot failed to show that the Kansas bill differed j 
in evcrythina; from the. compromise of 1850 — in [ 
the fact that the condition of the country required, 
nay demanded, the one, while there Waa no presa- 
ing neccssiiy for the oihrr; that the compromise 
oflfoO interfired *' with the subject of slavery to 
settle by law unailjusted questions dofigcrous to 
■the peace of the country — refusing to interfere 
with those I iwc by which the qu'^stion was settled 
in the Terrilorica of Utah and New Mexico; that 
the Kansas bill, false to its avowed principle of 
uon-intervcntioi), did " interfere" with slavery, 
not to aottlc but to renew agitation, by interfering 
with laws long passed, and with which the coun- 
try was saLigtied; that the one was intended and 
proved n measure of peace; the other, whatever 
motives operated upon those who proposed it, has 

f roved anything else but peaceful in its effects, 
shall not defcnB the Missouri compromise. I 
never did like that line, and think tliat I should , 
have voted against that or any other line by ' 
which this country was to be divided. I wish, ] 
sir, there had never been a Mason and Dixon's i 
line, a Missouri compromise line, or' any other | 
lino drawn across this continent by which ihe L 
people might seem to be divided, [ 
Air. Chairman, we arc one people, nnd this is . 
our comiSon country. Wc always have been i 
ouc people. As one people we settled this coun- ! 
try; and though in dincrcnt colonics, wg had one ; 
common government, one common betul, in the ■ 
Crown of England. As one pcopJc wc suffered— I 
remonstrated — resisieii together; and an one peo- j 
pie we threw off tlic aulliority of this common 
government. Together wc declared our indepcnd- ] 
ciice — tnpeiher we mftiniaincd that declaration, I 
Amidall the den°;eraaod diflicultics of the Revo- 1 
]ution we stood fimly by each other. Together ■ 
wc wore victorious — logellier wo. made peact:. j 
Tosclher u-o met in council to forna a Conslxtu- t 



tion for the government of all. Under it wc have 
lived and prospered beyond historic precedent. 
Why should there be lines of scpamiion drawn 
between us, or auglit done or said tn make us 
feel as though we were not one ]ieople still ? Sir, 
as our Union had no beginning, so I trust in God 
it may never-never have an end ! 
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llie HouM being in the Comniitti-e uf tbe Wlioia on'the 
»:t«te of tba Union, and kavinff under eonndenticm the brit 
(il. It. No. £fi6) toreducftihedinyofllmpDtu, and (brother 
IHirpofn— 

Mr. DE WITT said: 

Mr. CuAiiiMAi:: I have trespassed upon the 
time of tho House but a few moments since I have 
had the honor of a seat upon this floor, and I trust 
I may be pardoned for asking the indulgence of 
the committee while I submitn few remarks upon 
the subject now before them. 

I have been silent for many years upon the sub- 
ject of the tariff, often hoping iho day might soon 
(lawn when a cusiom-hnuse cnuld not be seen 
upon (hf face of the earth. I have become dis- 
gusted with the manner in which the great inter- 
ests of this country have been treated. They have 
been made a foot-ball for political efTect. In 184G, 
when the tariff act under which we live to-day 
was pfts-wd, the party then in power were willing 
and desirous of lav-in? politics aside, and uniting 
in framiug^a tariff^which should be satisfactory 
to the whole people of this great Confederacy. 
But, sir, the proposition was rejected, and rejected 
by those who professed to be tne friends of apro- 
teciive policy. This is known to the whole coun- 
try. 

Mr. Chairman, I have become satisiied that it 
is, and will be for years to come, the policy of 
this Government to raise it.s revenue to defray 
expenses by impost. "WTiilc this may bo our 
policy, 1 aak that the duties imposed shall be upon 
such articles of import as shall not come in con- 
flict with the great interests of our country. And 
when that policy is lost sight of, I will be one of 
the first to support any man who will offer a prop- 
osition to open our markets free to the world. 

t sec cheering hope for the people of this coun- 
try in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
It is Written with the pen of a statesman. At no 

[)criod in the history of our Government have wc 
lad from any Secretary a proposition for a change 
in our i-evenuc laws so wisely ulaplcd to the 
wants and interests of the whole people, as tho 
one from the present Secretary. 1 hia, sir, is my 
opinion, and I feel happy in having this oppor- 
tunity of expressing it. • 

Wnaldoes the Secretary recommend ? He pro- 
poses to reduce a revenue, the magnitude of which 
IS spreading terror broadcast over the land. I 
fl'cl unwilling to speak of the dnngers to which I 
think the great business interests of the country 
arc exposed by this redundant and overflowing 
7'rcasury. The gentlenitin from Virginia, [Mr. 
LcTCHER,] the other day, depicted these dangers 
in glowing colors. With him I fully concur; and 
the whole people will find the danger a reality 
if wc separate without adopting an effective rem- 
edy, i boUevt that nothing has saved the people 
of the country for the past year from a great flnan- 
cial crisis except the outside demands upon our 
Treasury, by such means as the redemption of 
our national debt before maturity, and the paying 
foe oag Mexican territory nud-Tcxns scrip. 

How does the Secretary propose its reduction ? 
He proposes to do it an enlargement of the 
free list. What articles does he propose to add 
to the free list? Some articles of universal con- 
sumption and the raw material used by the vAri- 
ous manufacturers of the country; that they shall 
be placed upon an equality with Great Britain 
and other munufacturing nations who admit the 
raw material free of duty. Now, sir, I osk if this 
is not sound policy? Is it not what the great ag- 
ricultural, manufacturing, mechanical, atid com- 



mercial interests of the country need — yes, fir, 
and demand at our hands ? Ana, Mr. Chairman, 
let me predict that the day is btit a gppck in ih- 

I distance wh(;n this policy will become the law of 

I thcjatid. 

i In reviewing the catalogue of articles upon the 
■ free list, I find them the produrts of other coun- 
tries with few exceptions, and I hear but little 
objpctiotf to any article exceptwool. This set-mst 
to awaken great fear, nnd caTis forth floods of 
sympathy, i admits this tenderness of feeling; 
and if I knew how mntiy there are of those wfio 
feci so deeply for the wool-grower, who wftr 
broadcloth coats nmnufaclurcd from Ameriran 
wool, I think I could better appreciate th^-irsi u- 
sibility. Bflt, sir, I fear not one member of Con- 
gress can be found who has within the last rwi 
yeaiE purchased a coat made from brondcloTL f-f 
American wool. Should there be an exception, 
I would invite him most nffectio/iately to my 
room, No. 53, Willards, and let me assure him 
1 will tender to him alt the good things of ih-; 
hnnse for his patriotism. [Laughter,] Now if 
] I believed the admission of wool duty free wirj'd 
I injure tho farmers, I should be the last man vV<a 
I would advocate the passage of such a bill. But, 
sir, i believe their success hangs upon it. 
j Mr. Chairman, we live in the past by a knoarl- 
' edge of its history, and I propose lo review the 
I legislation upon ini^ subject for the last third nf 
: a century, to learn if possible if the great objefH 
] in imposing high duties upon wool hare been ai- 
, taim-d, namely, encouragement to iocrcastd pn^ 
' duction and advance in price. I jhink this policy 
has utteriy failed. But let us look al facta. la 
18118 Congress passed a law imposing a specific 
duty of four cents a pound, and forty per cenl. ad 
vahrenu That remained a single year. In 
it wos forty-five per cent, and four cents ajiecifii . 
Afterwards, fonr cents specific, and fifty per crnt. 
! ad valorem. Now, sir, I ask gentlemen here from 
the wool-growingVlistricts if t!ie_ye»cr knew we..l 
of the same quality so low as in 1839 and 1^30' 
There is no response. Never, sir, never. 1 spfuk 
from personal knowletJge', This poli-;y wnii con- 
tinued from 1828 to 1832— four years ? Then 
came the compromise of Mr. Clay, ih<* gl'>ry of 
whii'h was trumpeted on ihe wings of fame or.-r 
the land. There is not a gentleman in this H=1 
who will deny that under its influenee every imn- 
ufaejturer of wool in the United Statfs p^-ri.=;h''d 
by incl es. At the close of the ten y**rs' compri- 
ihise this great mnnufheturing interest had pa^st d 
oway like a dissolving view. Is there any one 
here to deny it? Ii] 1841, Congress gave ihi 
woolen manufacturers a blessing for anotfii-r ycir. 
In 1842, a whirlwind. In came the leii;'!'!- 
tion under which we live to-day. Wc liave l.rJ 
the experience of high -dutiVs upon wool for *?' e 
third of a feentury, and what is the result ? VTtf 
have more than trebled 6ur imports of woe!-i 
goods since 1B46. We havebani^^he^^ aily ev rr 
flock of Saxony sheep from the coun-ry, 3:.j 
stopped th£ three hundred and ibrty-fmir ^eis <>( 
cards and the eighteen hundt-ed brond fo^iias 
which worked annually more than eight and » 
quarter millions of pounds of these rfine wot.?!?. 
To-day the consumption of fine cloths, which «■? 
f&rraerly manufactured, but now imptnt, lias iiuire 
than doubled. More than sixteon millions • f 
pounds of these fine wools woald be re-q\iir«>d trf 
th« wool-growers annually if ve had o»r sharv 
the markets of the country. But of tbia w are 
deprived. Every gentleman knows we man-ifn:- 
turc no fine broadcloths in'tliis country. Is it !■"! 
we shAi'.Id ? f f so, let us apniy the oi(Iy itoi dr. 
I I desire now to contnisl the wool-gvowtnc - 
\ terest of America with that of Great Britain. 'Ti:r 
j first reliable information in regard to thu prod ; - 
tion of wool in the United Slates is containud in 
I a work prepared by Messrs. Benton & Enrry, m 
I 1937. This gave the production of the conrttrv -it 
41,917,334 pounds. The census of 1850 civcs'the 
I product of that year as bein£*52,5l6)967 pound.'; 
I showing an increase of 10,5^,643 pounds in tl-.ir- 
; teen years. Since 1850 wo have been re(lu--i; ; 
I the production. At this time it is said hy th---^: 
best versed in the growth of wool, that Iho'dc'-t- 
! since 1850 is 5,0(10,000 of poumls. leaving^ .--y.K 
\ the increased production to be 5,599, 64rJ piv- ! 
I in a period of nineteen ycara. JL^^W nivl.n..l 
la 'e<©T^)T»Pfet?lff?mkgWllU*JH»^|Btuncl«udid 



1857.] 



APPBW)iX TO THE COi^JGRESSZONAL GLQ^E. 



261 



34tm Cdng....3d Sess. 



The Turiff—Mr. De JVitL 



Ho. OF Reps. 



iiUefriiVi who states thai the production of ■wool 
!iiis(jL'(:!ined the past two years 3,961,443 pounds 
n timt Stale. Will the gendeinaii from Ohio 
insft'er me whether he is rig^t or not? 

Mr. SXANTON. I preaurae ic is ftfiuess. 

Mr. DEWITT. His name is Wfliiftni IL 
[j^d,a.sQul\ctaan-who has been engaged in writ- 
ng all agricultural report forahe Genera] Assem- 
bly of ilic Stfvte of Ohio. Is he' reliable ? 

Si vcriil Mr.MBEBB. Very reliable. 

Mr. DE WITT. Well,sir,he aaya you have 
ost 3,961,443 pounds in' that State in the last two 
rears. This is no guesswork.. X,aak the gen- 
lemfin from Vermont whether the production of 
pool has declined Jn his State ? 

Mr. MOZUULL. I have .not mode any inrea- 
igatioii of the subject, but my opinion is, that it 
ina decline d for the past two years. 

Mr. DE WITJT. That is juel what I expected, 
ind this will be the result all over the land so Jong 
IS our present policy continues.. 

The eenlleman from Ohio[Mr. Stakton] speaks 
pf our importing 14,737,393 pounds of wool, aver- 
iging eleven and a third cents per pound. I ask, 
irhcre does it come from ? Nota pouud of it was 
he production of England. No, sir; they send 
IS no wools. By the report of the Secretary, 
hey send UB IIS^IKX) pottuda of vool Mi a 
naAufactured state. Now»1 ask if. the farmer 
■as no interest in furnishing land, water power, 
luilding material, and food for men and teams ^ 
3na the mechanic no interest in furnishing ma- 
Iiinery? ajid has the commercial man no inter- 
:st in this great carrying trade? The wools to 
irhich he refers wore imported — from Buenos 
Wrcs, 5,673,930; Chili, i,523,832; Turkey in 
Uia, 3,101,466; Brazil, 138,734'; Sandwich Isl- 
inds, 11,810; Japan,24,tiS0— the remainder from 
rarious other places. Now»,if oar polipy were 
m liLwral, aa that of Great Biitalb, Wf ought cx- 
cnd «our comyierce immensely But while we 
^uard our ports willi such enormuus duties upon 
wool and other raw material, aii ejcporting coun- 
ries will shun us as they would ihc deadly bohon 
ipas, and go to England, where ihe raw material 
s admitted duty fite, dispose uf their produc- 
ions, mahu all their purchases, giring us no bp- 
lortunily to ex<^angc. I ask if tnig, is a wise 
>olicy for a nation like America? I love to speak 
if America, for I am> take it oil in all, aa Amer- 
uan. [Laughter.] 

There is another problem in wool statistics I 
leeire the wool-growers to aolve.' If tliey will 
ixamine the records of ouuOiportatioQ of wool for 
he past ten years, they will find that ^ the years 
ve have had the largest importations, our wools 
lavesokl at the highest ))riccs. Every gcnilcnuin 
inou's when Franco opened ^icr markets to wool 
Inty free, the |>rictj advanced in England from four 
liix cunts per pound. Sir, tiic agitation of this 
iiljject, Inst Congress, caused wool to advance 
.11 ovm- Eiiropo. 

Let 113 look at the pfist hisujry and present 
loiicy of Great Britain. She is the lar^st wool- 
ruwiii^ country in the world; still she opens her 
aarkt:ts and invites all the nations of the earth to 
omc with their wool,end all raw material free of 
uiy. Is it possible, sir, that the fanners of this 
otuiu y, wiih a domain bo bouudless in extent and 
ertility, where the ffe simple can he purchased 
u- less, than the aooual rental in England, with 
. cost of more llian twenty per cent, on importa- 
ion, without duty, that they should not be able 
o stand against the world. ' ]<^1and adopted the 
lolicy of admitting raw materials free of duly, 
lore tlian a quarter of a century ago, amid the 
cmonstranccs of her frightened farmers, and the 
usult of her experience is before us. 

The i^uanlity of wool produced in Great Britain 
nlHilO, was 9^,544,008 pounds. In 1828, it was 
11,633,7^9 pounds; showing an incrtase of pro- 
luciioij in twenty-eiglu years, under a duty in- 
:reiiiied from time to time till it readied twelve 
«nts per pound, of only 19,079,7^. She then 
lidcovi rcil the fallacy of this ]iolicy,aud all duty 
vm removed, and we find the proauction in 18^ 
fiii'hitii: to tlie enormous amount of 375,000,000 
>r pounds, showing an increase without duty in 
viity-two years of upwards of lo3,000,Q0U of 
MwpdK. In J8U0, «be imponed only 8,e}a,368 
loundx. In M'iO, her importation increased to 
iiOWfOOUafpQtuidB. 'fhiuwestHi^r neccuity 



(as well as ours) for felting and coarse wools. 
She raises nfiilher. Hernianufucturcrs of woolen 
goods have kept pace with her production of wool, 
thus showing conclusively the identity of interest 
between the wool-grower and manufacturer. 
These figures are of startling import. I ask my 
friends from wool-growing districts to examine 
them. What a lesson' thny teach ust Great 
Britain, but a little hir^cr in territory than one of 
our large States, producing six times as much 
wool as ^e doT The increase — mark thisf^sim- 
ply the'^ncrease in her production in twenty-two 
years, under free duty, has risen to more than 
three times the amount of our annual crop. .To- 
day a duty of thirty per cent, is imposed upon 
,alt imported wool. 

I ask, in vicflTO what I have said, where is the 
necessity or policy of this burden upon tJiose cost- 
ili^fifteen cents per pound ? They come in coaflict 
with the interest of no wool-grower in the United 
Suites; but, sir, it docs affect that large portion 
of our community who are compellf!d to purchase 
the fabrics made from these coarse wools, such 
as blankets, Eaiinetts,jt:ana, carpets, &c., because 
they have not the means to buy the fine goods — 
these good.s, made chiefly from wools imported, 
on which is a duty of thirty per cent., while there 
is only a duty of twenty jior cent, on some of the 
manufacturetl article. Theresullis,thRtyoulitcr- 
ally prohibit by law the manufacture of the article 
of coarse woolens consumed by the great body of 
the people. So it is, toagrcat extent, on ttanncis; 
they come in at twenty-five per cent., the wool 
thirtjtpercent. duty; thus you diacriminatc in one 
case ten per cent., and the.other five percent,, 
against our own labor. The fine wools raised in 
this country arc denominated by manufacturers, 
"spinning wool, "and cannot be successfully man- 
ufactured into broad cloths without mixing them 
■ with foreign wool with felting qualities. Could 
' we stand upon an equality with Great Britain in 
! regard to the marki'ts of the world in raw mate- 
rial, we soon should see our silky fleeces giving 
motion to tlic eighteen hundred broad looms now 
idle. 

The honorable member from Ohio [Mr. Stan- 
ton] said a new principle was adopted by the 
bill ufthe Committee of Ways and Means — that 
it was a bill to jjrostraie in liie dust the 'interests 
of the farmer. Sir, I can only say, if I were a 
manufacturer of wool, I should feel indignant to 
be told that I was so regardless of my own interest 
J^B to advocate a policy that would destroy the 
customers upon whom t depend to sell my goods. 
The manufacturers know too much to commit an 
act so suicidal. My friend on my left asks how 
many woolen mills! own. I am most happy to 
respond to this inquilf, as I had flnttere(> myself 
no one imagined me so near chancery as to be an 
owner of a woolcn-mitl. [Laughter.] I am now 
much in the condition of the boy who was fast- 
ened in the barn and nearly whipped to death. 

When he got out, he said " he was d d glad 

he was clear," fGrcat laughter.] Now, that is 
notmylanguage. [Renewed laughter.] I imagine 
that|peventy-fivr to eighty percent, of the twcnly- 
scvcn millions of the people of the United Slates 
are engaged in agricultural pursuits — and I would 
bcmorliflcd — not indignant — fori never gctangry, 
if I believed I was pursuing a course that would 
kill oS* tKose who arc the consumers of my ^ooda. 
I am glad to sell to a mati who pays promptly; 
and if these farmers be stricken aown, they cer- 
tainly cannot pay. 1 have had enough of buyera, 
not payers. [Laughter.] 

Tlie honorable member from Ohio [Mr. Stak- 
ton] proceeds to say: 

"Dm tfacM nmo wltnonos mi ]roa,it»t in ISOi this 
dtwHnUc monufhtturG began to (leclino, and iJie luoiiurac- 
turcrs began to center In Uie Ist^r inaaulhcturins 
liKlmienti) ; nnd otiP vvltnefw nya timi In hie own town, 
containing Ave liuiidreil Ihmum, tbere were ftmn eicliiy to 
otie bnsdred baqset vacant, the niannbcniren l>avl»g 
Bbandonnl tlieir liflnvCa and their iHiaitiPM then;, wad gone 
to Li^di and oibcr laroer manufhciuriug plocea, to work 
In the lar^rn nini>li1liciurint[CittaV<Hhinent«. 

Here you dndlliuilwliiipiuved mode of maimlhctiirlsg 
—the sdoptiOR of miclrineiy to do leJtu belbre. bad been 
done by hand labor— rodun-d the «Mt of mniiuibctiirlnii, 
ami enfarge*] lli ■ doniand Ibr \i''inl, and by thai lUfniid tlic 
prodnction incrcaci'd and the ptico ultltoatcly re- 
eov^retl." 

Now, Mr. Cliairninn, I thank the. gentleman for 
tl^ lilateracnt uf hJ.'sluiiLal facts, whicli I^iun 



happy to say refutes his whole argument, and sus- 
tains, with the force of demonstration, the posi- 
tion I assume. What has he told us.' Why, 
sir,_that under the highest rate of duty upon wool 
which England ever miposed, oamoly, sixpence, 
or twelve cents per i>ouiid, from 1819 to 1825, the 
wool-growers nnd manufacturers of tliat country 
we're utterly brokeu down; that eighty or one 
hundred houses oulof five hundred, situated ino 
single village, became vacant, the manufacturers 
having abandoned them, and removed to Leeds. 
But that a new policy was then adopted-^the one 
which now prevails in England, and the same we 
now urge upon Congrus.i — under which both the 
wool-grower and manufacturer of Great Britain 
have enjoyed such an extraordinary degreo of 
prosperity, nnd gone on in ij career of unprece- 
dented sucecss. 

The gentleman soya " there is a great, deal of 
humbug in tlie declaration Ihut we cuiiiiot pro- 
duce all kin Js of wool in this country." The 
i^ciUleman is acknowledged to be an eminent 
lawyer, and i have no doubt of tlif fact, from 
what I have" Seen of him hero. Kevevthelcss, I 
must beff leave to dissent from liini in this mat- 
ter. If lie had closely examijii'd the statistics of 
the subject, as he parsed along throuj;h the period 
to which he referred, he would have seen that 
Englai d was compelled, like us, to import a por- 
tion of llic wool manufactured into cloths; and 
I here i;cpeat, the wools of America are what 
are denominated by manufacturers " spinning 
wools," and they cannot be manufactured suc- 
cessfully into broadcloth without an admixture 
of some with felting qualities. If the geiitlemtut 
had worked as many noure as I have years in a 
factory, ITc would have und''istood this. 

Tiierc is no market for, fine wooJy hfie that Is 
remunerative; therefore there is none grown. It 
sells for less in proportion to its valite than any 
other wool, and is the last sold. I do not helieva 
there is any " humbug" in that. The gentleman 
then goes into the statistics of wool in England, 
lie goes, 1 believe, back to 1800, and says ita 
production in that year was 92,544,000 pounds; 
anil^hatin l^itwas 111, 633,729 pounds, show- 
ing an increase of production in twenty-eight 
years of 19,079,729. Thus far the gentleman 
sees nothing extraordinary; but when we exhibit 
an increase of 163,000,000 pounds in twenty-two 
years, from 1838 to I8o0, without duty, he seeina 
to exhibit something even more than surjirise. 
He is, uidecd. shocked, and declares that it is all 
fallacious. He .says that in 1856 there were 
in England 35,000,000 of sheep, producing 
140,000,000 pounds of wool. I nave not seen 
any statistics later than 1850, and I would like to 
know where bezels them. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 took them from the New 
York Tribune. 

Mr. DE WITT. That is not my authority. 

Mr. STANTON. I would ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts what authority he reli^a 
upon i 

Mr. DE WITT. Luccock'a Workson Wool^ 
Leeds, 1305; Parliamentary Report, London, 
1828; nnd Southey on Wool, London, ISjL I 
trust these authorities will not be doubled. I 
wcyild nek the gentleman if he gave any creditfoir 
the wool of 15,000,000 of sheep slaughtered ? 

Mr. STANTON. I take it for ci-anlod that 
they were sheared first; and slaughtered after- 
wards. 

Mr. DE WITT. I wouTd like to knowiflhat 
is the practice in Ohio — I trust not. 

The gentleman says further, that two yeara 
ago we adopted areciprocity treaty, I think that 
was a wise measure ofour GpverniTient. He says: 

"It is only atK>at two years Fince we neBotintcil a rMi- 
nroetly ire.ity wtifcbVnabled New Litgland to import a)i 
licr bmid and ment from the Ikitish Provincea diiiy fTcc. 
■ndiaatjnwt you bought from tliero ttvcn^nhllUNi dollar*' 
worth of imported producia. Yes,iir, you want your niut- 
Ufactiires protpcled; you ivant lo aboli^li proieciion tin tlie 
t^eultural producbi of itie counter; and witpn we build up 
jrmir louialhetures yon wlJI nM buy frcwn m ■ bui<bal of* 
wl)eni,a|Kiuiid of iiie.itor biiuer,«rabiutMl of pataton, 
but you tiuy tbcni all frDiit tUe Britudi Prarinces. W« 
cannot compete tvith tlicm," 

I do not know whether he meant Massachu- 
setts or Kew England; but he forgot to state that 
the Cunadas bought of us ^'^JHOObMlO of product 
iii exeluingc^ftaving a balanc^iil J"Vj*^Ptlf> 
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njra thftt Ohio cannoi compete with Canada. 
That reciprocity treaty was entered into only two 

J'cara ago, and I have a ^ood memory for that 
ength of time. Has Ohio been injured by it? 
Has it depriTed her of a market? Every gentle- 
man knows what the price of agriculturiu pro- 
duela ba^ been for the two taat years, since that 
treaty was entered into. Have the products of 
Ohio declined in price ? Did she ever have better 
markets and hieber prices for her flour, corn, beef, 
pork, hptter, eheece, Ac., &e., than during that 
period? No.sir. lnwhatrespect,th«n,hBSthU 
reciprocity treaty injured her ? We at the Elaat 
only know that, from whatever cause, we have 
been compelled to pay higher prices for all arti* 
dee the produce of the farm than we did before. 

In concluding my remarks upon this branch 
of my subject, 1 desire only to say, the wool- 
growers want a firm, steady market, and remu- 
nerating prices. I ask them if they have any 
market on earth but our own ? No, sir; all other 
nations have a surplus, and send to us. 

Then, how is this object to be attained? Sir, 
it is by incrensing the machinery in our own 
country. This will make a demand, and demand 
always ineressea the price. 

No one could be more rejoiced than myself, 
Mr. Chairman, to see the mountains of the North, 
. the hills nf the South, and the prairies of the West, 
whitened with flocks of sheep, and iHeir owners 
reaping the. golden harvest wntcb would be the 
■urn result. This, however, can only be effected 
by that wise domestic policy which shall create 
a home market for the products of our flocks. 
But if we will not learn wisdom from the expe- 
rience of uihers and the teaching! of common 
•enac, we must suffer the penalties of an obstinate 
perseverance in a course of impoveriabing folly. 

Now; air, one word upon the subject of cotton 
goods. In this branch of manufacturing I have^ 
an interest. Itmaynolbe proper, therefore, that 
1 should speak or vote, and thave no desire to do 
either. By the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury we imported last year cotton raanufac- 
turea to tlie amount of $34,337,504.* Thii wu up 
to June 30, 1856. I understand, from an exam- 
ination of the books of the custom-houses, from 
January 1, 1656, to January 1,1857, the import- 
ations amounted to nearly thirty-one millions of 
dollars. The honorable member from Virginia 
[Mr. Lktcher] has introduced a bill propoimg a 
reduction of the revenue by reducing the duty on 
cotton goods to twenty per cent. Can it be pos- 
sible that Congress can believe that while we im- 
port $31 ,000,000 worth of cotton goods, under a 
duty of twenty-five per cent., our revenue would 
be reduced by the adoption of such a measure? 
I trust not. Such hojpe would prove fallacious. 
But, sir, if Congress, in its wisdom, should think 
it expedient to reduce the duty upon cottona, in 
the expectutioii of reducing the revenue, thegreat 
desire I have to avert the dangers clustering around 
MS from a plethoric Treasury will induce me to 
acquiesce in the measure. The care which Gov- 
ernment has extended to the manuftietureraof cot- 
ton bos enabled them, besides supplying our own 
iftarkels, to icnd abroad to India, the Mediterra- 
nean, toSouthAmerica,nnd other markets, coarse 
fiibrics,suebBssheetings,driHing8,chcck8,9trlpes, 
Ac; but, sir) the liner fabrics are all imported 
' from abrond, and will continue to be, unless Con- 
gress shall extend that encouragement so ncces- 
narv to a suoceasful sompetition. I do not concur 
witn the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
BoYCE,] who thinks '* an increase of the Uriff . 
necessarily increases the price." I well remem- 
ber the time when we paid furlv to fif^y cents a 
yard for India cotto'ft; while to-day we can pur- : 
chase an article worth five ttpnea the money for I 
eight cenu. Now, who is injured by that? 

In the eariy history of our Government, the I 
wise legislators of that day saw fit to give to the*' 
cotton-planters of the country agreater protection I 
than hiaa ever graced our statute-books; never 1 
leasthan.threecentaa pound, and, for four years, { 
•ix cents a pound; and that policy was continued | 
for fifty-six years. Under the rostering care of 
the Government we hnve become the cotton-grow- 
crs.of the world, f feel a just pride, in reading 
the statistics, to find that I live Confederacy { 
where we produce f 188,000,000 forth of cotton 
unually. i 



1 have felt it my duty to say thus much upon 
this aubject, and shoula have dwelt upon it more 
at large, had not the honorable gentleman from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Dunrxx] already treated it in 
so able a manner. I take pleasare in acknowl- 
edging my obligation! to nim for bis practical 
speech recently made upon this subject/ 

Sir, 1 hear complaints on every side at the ex- 
orbitant price of sugar; and all is attributed to 
the thirty per cent, duty now impoaad. I feel 
the burden as maeh as any one; and if I could 
charge it to the same cause, I should promptly 
vote for its repeal. But diflering in opinion from 
those who believe the repeal of the duty would 
be a sure panacea, I desire to assign my reasons 
for the vote 1 shall give, unless jl problem or two 
shall be solved in the course of this debate, viz: 

1. Will the repeal of the duty reduce the price? 

9. Can Louisiana extend her cane-ficlda with- 
out some protection sgainst Cuba and Porto Rico ? 

If these Questions shall be answered in the 
affirmative, I shall vote for the repeal; otherwise, 
I shall vote against it; believing that supply and 
demand are more guilty in this affair than the 
tariff". 

The importation of sugar the past year was 
543,956,655 pounds, costing $23,461,857, aver- 
aging about four and one eighth cents a pound. 
Does any one believe that, bad it not been for the 
fact that Louisiana lost her entire crop, sugar 
would command so high a price? No, sir, no 
one believes it. It is the sugar raised in this 
country, in mv opinion, that keeps the price 
down. The failure of the crop the past yetfr con- 
firms my position. 

. In 1840 Louisiana atone produced 119,947,720 
pounds; in 1850, 226,100,000 'pounds; (at this 
time she had 1,481 sugar manufactories;) in 1852, 
336,129,000pound8; in 1853, 500,000,000; in 1854, 
about 400,000,000; the price averaging from three 
and a half to four cents a pound. Certainly the 
duty could not have bad great influence upon the 
price previous to the loss of bet crop. In'thepaat 
twenty years she has lost her entire crop twice. 
Suppose Cuba were to meet with the same mis- 
fortune, who can tell what would be the price of 
sugar? In 1850 there were 400,000 acres of land 
used in .the culture of sugar in the United States, 
yielding 337,000,000 pounds, about 592 pounds 
to the acre, valued at |33 71 per acre; not a large 

firoduct. it does not compare with many other 
arming productions. 

The other day, the honorable gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Colfax] introduceda bill repeating 
all duty upon sugar. 1 must Ronftiss it was the last 
place ori earth from which I should have expected 
such ajiropoeition. Sir, ui lookin? over the sta- 
tistics of Louisiana, I (in<nier whole energies de- 
voted to the raising of cotton, sugar, molasses, 
rice, corn, and cattle, and nothing else; that she 
had a population in IBSb of about five hundred and 
eighteen thousand. Some of her other products, 
I see bv the census, were 3 bushels of clover- 
seed, 3 bushels of barley, 417 bushels of wheat, 
475 bushels of rye, l,9o7 pounds of cheese — all 
amounting to |911 70, and only 15 gallols of 
wine to go with all this bill of fare. [Laughter.] 
Louisiana must purchase idl her other necessa- 
ries of life from some other market. I thought, 
if I stood upon the banks of the noble Ohio, I 
should hourfy see those large boats floating down 
the stream, laden with horses, mules, bay, flour, 
pork, grain, bams, butter,and last, but not least, 
machinery; and were I to ask the captain where 
he was bound, 1 expect he would reply, " Louis- 
iana." Now, sir, were I to live in any of the 
States bordering upon the Ohio river, 1 should 
be slow in killing the goose that lays the golden 
egg. We produce annually 34,000,000 pounds 
of maple svjgar^and thousands of our citizens are 
now engaged m the experiment of cultivating 
the Chinese augar-eane. I think it not just the 
time to strike such a dangerous blow at one of 
the great interests of the country-, therefore, I 
shall vote against the' repeal. 

Now, sir, i desire to say a fkwwords on linen. 
The manufacture of linen fbbrics is to become one 
of the great manufacturing interests of the coun- 
try. But, sir, embarrassments cluster around it 
upon all sides. First, yon impose a duty of thirty 
per cent, upon the machinery — otl of which is im- 
ported, tlwrt not beii^ k glii^ in tbh country thiu 



builds machinery for the manufacture of linni 
goods. Next, fifteen per cent, duty on flax, tow, 
and codilla; ten per cent, on bleacning-powders; 
and finally, a duty upon every article of which the 
fabric is composed;wbite the dutyupoA tfaemaa- 
ufaeturcd article is only twenty per cent. To 
show the importance to which tnis branch of in- 
dustry will attain, I have only to lay before jtm 
our importations of Unen goods the past year, 
which amounted to 111,009,797, most, if not the 
whole of which night, nnder a Ubeml policy, be 
manufiictured in this country. We have every 
natural advantage for raising flax; and I find, ty 
tbe last census, the entire crop rained in this coan- 
tryin 1850 amounted to only $634,774. But I on 
happy to say that a gentleman in my neighbor- 
hood is now manufacturing crash, pantaloonry, 
diapers, Ac. , that equal those of Great Britain and 
Scotland in quahty and durability. Hia namr is 
Henry K. Stevens. He manufactures annually 
between one and two million yards of theae fab- 
rics. I mention his name, tltat he maybe remem- 
bered as one of the pioneers in thta branch of 
national industry. This noble enterprise should 
receive theproteetingcareoftbeChivenimenL Iti 
success will greatly add to our national prosper- 
ity. • 

We bad, in 1850, one hundred tboasand acm 
of land in the culture of flax, yielding only about 
eight millions of pounds for mariiet. The s^ 
from the flax raisea amounted to about |9,000,000. 
Thus it will be seen that much of the flax was 
raised for the seed alone. The straw of the pul'it-d 
flax is now worth about ten dollar* per ton. That 
which is mown is worth between five and >iv 
dollara per ton, the consumption of which is nip- 
idly increasing, for coarse linens and for themsn- 
ufacture of paper. The number of flax xpindW 
in the worid is said to be 2,400,000. Gr^ai Bri- 
tain and Ireland have I,48O,0U0. Tlie United 
States have only 31,000, many of which are em- 
ployed in the monafncture of warps for carpet*, 
and shoe thnsd8,'with a population as lar^e bi 
all Great Britain. The experience of the world 
shows that this branch of industry has prosp^rt<l 
only under the policy of admitting the raw niB- 
terial duty free. 1 hope the day ia not ferdisuc*. 
when all duties received by the Government io- 
posed upon linen machinery may be refunded. 

The beauty of our Confederacy is thai it extends 
over such a variety of climate and soil as to nn)- 
duce mutual want and mutual dependencicn. And 
allow me to say, that these mutual wants and 
mutual dependencies are the strongest bonds that 
bind theATnion together; and so long as the* 
wants are mutually supplied by the diSereci 
States, no power on earth can se)iaraie them. 

Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand a bill in- 
troduced by the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Letcbbr,] the object of which I imft 
IS the reduction of the revenue. The firat ani^k 



it is unpopular to touch upon such a delicate sub- 
ject; but, sir, upon the score of unpopularitvi 
nave itothing to fear, for in our recent congres- 
sional election I was com^etely distanc«d the'fim 
heat. [Great laughter.] Therefore, I desire to ask 
the gentleman why he prt>poses so high s duty 
upon brandy and other spirituous liqriorB? Who: 
is the object sought to be accomplished i It can- 
not be for protection, for that idea the gentlcmu 
repudiates. It cannot be to deplete the Treasury, 
but it must be a laudable desire to promote ibe 
cause of temperance. But I fear he will fail is 
this object. 1 presume there are but few mec- 
bera of Congress who use it, except for mediciral 
purposes; but, there are those of our fellov- 
ciiizens who use spirituous liquora as a bevrrarr, 
and will continue to do so; and the eflTect of i!i:9 
high duty would be to compel them to drink liquor 
adulterated wiUi the most poisonous dru^, which 
is at this time killing more men than were alaia 
at the storming of Sebostonol. Now, sir, 1 hope 
it may be clamed with outer article* paying the 
highest duty. 

Now, for nisBcbeduIe B. Hecommences upon 
alabaster, but finally erobracea fruits, aronnaiir^, 
&c., upon which ha-proposea a 4uty of cfainv- 
twojH:r cent. ^QQ^^ ^ ^^^^ 
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if ihirty-two percent, on the fruita of the aromatic 
;roTCB of the E^t Indian archipelago. When I 
.pproacii this vubject, Mr. Chairman, I feel a 
tiush of shame for our national honor. 1 am 
■•n)inde4|or one of our countrymen, the gallant 
!?tt|t(ain Gibson, who, on one of those islands, 
vtui seized) despoiled of his property, a beautiful 
Vmcrican clipper, and vith his American crew 
iraa thrown into a Dutch prison, where he auf- 
ered privation and indignity seventeen months, 
ill four of bis men died, ana he to save his own 
iTc was compelled, by the aid of some faithful' 
lumatran friends, to efiect a hazardous escape. 
This outrage was prrpetrated without just cauq|,. 
iocrimewasalln^diSavean eminently American 
.esire to discoter tha sources of the rich spice 
radf, and to establish commercial relations which 
rould not iiiierfere with the just rights of any 
iilior Power. For attempting this he has suflercd 
. great l(*»s of property, and a valuable portioo of 
lis lift'. For five years thia wrong has remained 
iiirfdn-BBod, cur Government taking no effectual 
ntiuiurea for the vindication of our national honor, 
iui ronirnst thia course with that of another 
^owcr. In this same vessel was a subject of 
xroal Britain; and immediately upon the intelli- 
:cui'e reaching tiiie British authorities at Singa- 
lort', a frigate waa dispatched to Uie Dutch head- 
[uartcrs at Batavia. and the Englishman was re- 
ciu«:d from prison. 

1 am here reminded of the remarks of the 
lonomble gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
^TkiNUMAK,! wbo, afew days since, took occasion 
oi'ulogizc Uie British Government for the prompt' 
md stcndfaat protection of their citizens in foreign 
amis. With him I Ailly concur, and that the 
:uursK taken by the British commander ahould 
lavc bueii applied in the case of this American 
-Aptatn and crew, and is one I am sure which 
vould commend itself to every Americancitizen. 
!IiU I am happy to say that, although the Exec- 
itive is lukewarm upon thia matter, the Com* 
nittcA on Foreign Aliairs of this House, with a 
audable spiritof protection to American citizens, 
lave submitted an able report, presented last sea- 
lioi) by the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Stanton.] It entirely vindicalea Captain Qiuon. 
To this report I deaire to call the attention of the 
[lonae, and trust that ere the session closesaction 
A-ill be taken on this matter. I hope the monop- 
)ly of the Dutch Government in those spice 
siarids will be inquired into. They double and 
>reble the original coat of pepper, nutmegs, cin- 
uimon, camphor, gums, and drugs, besides im- 
losing All export duty of twelve and a half per 
^nt. upon merchandise shipped in American ves- 

But to return more rarticulorly to my subject. 
[ desire to know the object of imposing this eoor- 
nous duty of thirty-two per cent, upon the pro> 
lucta of those rich ialanifs, or the iruits of the 
ihorcs of the Mediterranean } These simple artt- 
ilea of luxury, aa tbejr were once regarded, have 
WW become a neceasitv to every family. And 
:1ien, why impose this burden upon their intro- 
lucLion intooureountry? Let us have free trade 
II apices, and let Capt&in Gibson's rights be vin- 
licated. 

The great secret of our success will be found 
II diversifying labor. The labor of our country 
a iu wealth, and [Here the hammer ftll.} 
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Blher piiriKwn — 

Mr. COVODE said: 

Mr. Chaismah: I have liatened to the discus- 
linns on the tariff question until I am fully sat- 
ixficd that the statistics of the country alone arc 
Hut HulTicitntly reliable to lead us to correct con- 
cIu!>ioii.s >-iihout a mixture of practical cxi>eri- 
encej and if the House will indulsc mc for a few 



minutes, I will briefly state the conclusions I have 
come to, after grappling with the woolen busi- 
ness for thirty years. It was not my intention 
to Bay anything on this subject; but afler listen- 
ing to the eloquent arguments of gentlemen de- 
siring free wool, on ine one side, and the very 
able argument of my friend from Ohio [Mr. Stak- 
ton] in favor of protecting the wool^rowing in- 
teroats on the other, I feel it proper^ give my 
views with regard to some of the dimcuuies the 
manufacturer lias to contend with , and try to show 
that his dif&culties are not to be overcome by 
taking off the duty from foreign wool, but, on the 
contrary, would oe increased, if in doing bo it 
would nave a tendency to lessen the production 
at home. 

In the first place, I will make a few remarks 
relative to the manufacturing of fine cloths. Thia 
branch of business is beat adapted to a country 
like Europe, where men train their children to 
the same businfess they themaetves have followed 
all their lives, thfia arriving at perfection in their 
trade, without ever looking above it. In this 
country it is not ao; our people are much better 
off. They will not serve seven years to a trade; 
neither do they expect to folloW it longer than to 
realize money enough to purciiaae themselves a 
home in the fertile West. 

Any person who has follpwed the business as 
long as I have, knows that as his workmen gain 
experience their wages must be increased, and 
they soon get a few hundred dollars in their 
pockets, ana, following iho impulse of our Amcr- 
ican-people, will secure a, home for themselves 
and tneir children. Their employers will be com- 
pelled to port with them, but in doing so will have 
the gratification. of knowing that the change has 
made them independent and happy! 

This condition of affairs must continue, to some 
extent, until the shores of the Pacific arc peopled, 
and we have no place to go further West; when, 
population will begin to reflow eastward, filling 
up the Miaeiseippi valley. Then, and not tin 
then, can we fuUy succeed in business of tight 
transportation, requiring so great an amount of 
manual labor, unless such business receives ad- 
ditional protection from Government. 

Another difficulty with which we have become 
(hmiliar,and one that is doing great injury to the 
country, is the discrimination t^iiut our own 
manufactures. As things are mode plainer by 
an example, I will give one: The tariff of 1846 
imposes a duty of thirty per cent, on wool, while 
the duty on blankets is only twenty; thus mak- 
ing a discrimination in favor of the foreign man- 
ufacturcrj and against our own, of ten per cent. 
Under this tarilithe importation of blankets ran 
up the last year to orer (6,000,000. . Now, who 
is benefited by this eoodiUon of things but the 
foreign manufacturer and foreign wool-grower — 
probably not one pound of American wool enter- 
ing into the composition of this enormous amount 
of goods. Had the duty been so arranged as to 
enable our own manufacturers to make this arti- 
cle, it would have afforded a market at home for 
about eight million pounds of wool. Thus it will 
be seen, that the intereatof the wool-grower is to 
have a sufficient protection for the manufincturers 
to enable ihem to make all such goods, thereby 
securing a market for bis wool at home; as it is 
not to bo supposed that the American wool-grower 
will be able to go into the morketa of the world, 
in competition with the Russian and Australian 
producers. 

The most prominent menuftcturing districts 
in Europe, are England, France, the Germanic 
Zoll Verein States, and Belgium. In those coun- 
tries the production of wool has been stimulated 
to its utmost capacity— there being but one ob- 
stacle in the way of its (hrther extension; that, 
however, being of an insurmountable nature — 
the want of pasturage. Againat such a drawback 
there is no remedy. 

Thus it will be seen that the presentgreat man- 
ufacturing center of the world will have to remain 
dependent upon foreign countries for a aupptyof 
raw material. There are, on the other hand, three 
mighty regions blessed beyond all others with 
naturaVadvantagea for the production of wool; 
with pasturage almost immeasurable, promising, 
at no diatantdovt its' indefinite growth. These 
arc, the United States in the West, Russia in the 



E^Bt, and Australia in the South. The advent* 
ages of the two former in reference to commerce 
are incalculably superior to those of tbe latter;, 
yet Australia, in wool prodaelion, is in advance' 
of the one, and bids fair to outstrip the other, * 
With a small population, she has, in a short time, 
run up her exports of wool to one half of the' 
entire imports of that article into Great Britain. 
Russia, after supplying her own population, ex- 
ports some thirty million pounds annually, while' 
tbe United States, with advantages far auperior 
to either, does not produce enough to supply her 
own limited manufacturing estaolishmenta. In 
addition to her imports offoreign wool, she also 
imports, at a very low valuation, |S4,000,00O 
worth of woolen goods, and about $6,000,000 
worth, mixed with silk and cotton, making a 
drain on the country of about $30,000,000 annu- 
ally for woolen goods. 

In view of tbe foregoing fkcts, it appears ob- 
vioua, that our backwardness in the production 
of wool is not attributable to natural, but to arti- 
ficial causes. The growing and manufhcturing 
of wool require large meana; the requisite natu- 
ral resources we possess; but our financial capa- 
city is beine weakened under the operation of a 
policy which inrites foreign importation instead 
of encouraging domestic manuniclurers. 

It has often been a matter of surprise to me, 
that the agriculturists in the United States have 
not turmxT their attention more to the growth of 
sheep. It is certainly nmch better adapted to 
locahties remote from transportation, than the 
growth of grain; for while o tax of a few cent* 
per pound in the coat of transportation does not 
seriously affect the growth of wool, it will smonnt 
to h prohibition on grain. I am, therefore, satis- 
lied that where attention is properly directed to 
this interest, we may expect to see many of our 
fbrtile gmsB-erowing prairies in the West oovered 
over with sheep. And, as nannfaetarers, w< 
should, at least, be parent, and give time fbra 
business to develop tts»f that will, at no distant 
day, be the point from which we hinv draw our 
suppliesjundisturbed by any political commotions 
of tne worM. Without wishing to occupy ihe^ 
time of thb House long on this part of ray sub' 

ject, I will simply say, as I havano hesitation in 
oing, that-the interest of the manufacturer, the 
woof-Frowcr, and the country at large, requires ' 
that dyestaffa, which enter so largely into the 
manufacture of woolens, and many other artieleil 
not produced tn-this country, be e|}eedily added 
to the tree list; and that it is the interest of the 
wool-grower, as well as the manufiicturer, that 
the duty on raw material and manufactured goods 
be so fixed as to enable the manufacturer to make 
the goods in this country; that in doing so it se- 
cures to the wool-grower a home maritet for fait 
wool,w>ff)e,atthe same titite, it makes a market 
for the agricultural products of the country, and 
prevents the eximrtaiion of gold to the extent 
of the amount Of good^so manuflictured. The 
result, therefore, of my experience, is, that the 
interests of the agrienlturist and manufacturer ai^ 
mutual; neither pro^ieriog in thtt eoanby for 
any length of time without the oUier enjoyiiff 
prosperity also. 
1 must confess, Mr. Chairman, that there is 
force in the arguments of the gentlemaa 
Blassaehasetla [Mr. I>d Witt] who has just 
taken his seat, jcktiva to the necessity of oar 
procuring certain descriptions of wool, not gspwn 
in thiscountry,toenable us to start three hundred ' 
and forty seta of cards at making broadcloth, 
which have all been thrown idle under the opera- 
tion of the present tariff; and while I differ with • 
him relative to the policy of admitting all wool 
dutj f^, I also differ with the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Stamjom] with regard to keeping the 
high tariff on wool we do not produce. I (here- 
fore prefer that pcntion of the original bill intro- 
dncea bV the honorable chairman of the-CbmsHlv 
tee of Ways and Means, taking the duty off of 
wool underfifteen and over fifty cents per pound, 
tothesubatitute,flxingitaIlBttenpercent The 
former will let in woolto make carpeis and other 
coarse goodjs, a^ well as very fine wools lo mix 
with our own in making cloths, whicli will in- 
crease rather than diminish the demand for our 
fine staples; while the latter would let in wodfct 
a Tery ro«-diitr(^«^||l^if9^4(t^^ 
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immednte oompetiiion with titarly all the wool 

grown in the United Sutes. 

I will DOW, with the conaentof the committofi, 
briefly advert to a few things connected with the 
iron interests; and, on tliis subject, refer to some 
facts and figures that are much more encouraging, 
•l^McLaliy to one having, in part, the honor of 
^vpressntioK tjie great iron State of this Union, 
and deitioea by.ber rich iron mines and coal fields 
to become thCggrcBtest iron-producing district in 
the world. Ilis very evideot to the mind of any 
gentleman who will take (be trouble u> examine 
this quesiion, that the period is not very remote 
ivhen the American pwnle will be able to make 
•II tbe iron required for t>ue>supply of America's 
fast atid jiicrea«iiig dcmantlB, and that of a quality 
and at a price that will defy all foreign competi- 
tion. I will give a few Jgur^s, before I cloae, to 
show the aetoniahiiig increased production in ibis 
country, and that the.£aro|>ean manufacturer is 
Justly. alarmed at our progress in this branch of 
£usine£S,aiidiuaJl|)robBbiTily willaiake Uie effort, 
by reducing prices, maJuo^ mferior iron, and by 
the employment of ageuta in our midst, to assist 
ihcm in cruahing out^if poasiblo, the iron-maker 
jn this country. 

Great injustice is attempted. to be practiced upon 
the iron manufacturers m thia : country, bv the 
•gents referred to above; and most ci;peciaJIy to 
nun^prcsenL and ds> injustice to the iron manu- 
&cturara in Peussylvanis. It is represented in a 
circular* wiihoul aaMe,8tealthily sent to members 
of Congress, that the railroad interests have been 
faxed enormously to protect Pennsylvania iron- 
men in producing but 19,000 tons per annum. 
These masked ajuagonijila,iD their efforts to crush 
the greatest interest in the country, selected the 
Tear 1849. Why do they not, if they wish toact 
Aooesdy, give the productions of the last year, 
which, iVom the best information I am able to pro- 
cure, amounted, tn Pennsylvania, to near 300,000 
tons. The consumption of rails in the United 
Btatea, the last ;ear, am9uuted to about 450,000 
tons, while the importation for the same period, 
was only about 143,000 tons, showing that there 
^muai have been made in the Uniied^tates, over 
'300,000 tons of rails. The production of all kinds 
of iron in the United States ha« more than doubled 
in the last three 'years, or run up from 500,000 to 
•■ over 1 ,000,000 tona;and ii| going oa increasing at a 
npidrate— sayatleast300,000tonsannually. The 
exports of iron from England to America, Can- 
ada included, which in 1853 amounted to 243,000 
tone, fell off for the two following years, an aver- 
age of 100,000 tons. So it is easy to sec. at the 
rapid rate the production of iron is increasing in 
tbe United States, that gen tie nicn who are alarmed 
in consequence of tbe accumulation of money in 
the Treasury, from the collection of duties, will 
be speedily relieved] to far as the duliea on iron 
are concerned. It will, in all probabilitv, not 
exceed five years before^be Government will cease 
to derive any dutv from that article. 

The Lonaon Mining Journal of a late date, in 
^peaking of the iron business, says: 

" DtuiDS the .preeent year, (1SS6,] tlie pricea of Iron in 
.Ap)*^'l<^'i navti hKca ■ lendily ilectiiiiiig, bucl btanda having 
Alliru aboat llvo dollars, and Innriorqunltaka rrom Mvm 
sod a lialf to tun dollan psr tun duriiifi tliu j'oar. In the 
ISrit tbr«e jaan tlio making of Iran, ia America liss Very 
J^vgely Inereugd." 

After giving the incraaso, wluch corresponds 
with the above statements* itaaya: 

<' Thorn fteu hava M waam Intamted-ln tlm tnide to tbe 
' eon dunon that itwouM be lauBd policr-fiir tlte Siafibnl- 
abire tniu-maiiivn to reduce prices next quarter day iwo 
pountU per tun, witli a view In reguin llic coininanil <>r tlie 
Amcricnn mnrket, and tn get rid ni'tlie competimn who are 
* inipplaniliigBnxIbailran iKibe UMUNkaCBEeg. DoubUaaB,ir 
■bs price of iron coutd be reduced id thai etient; it would 
nin Riauy uf tlic Aniericon inaDUbciurcrs, wid WMild, Ar 
a'llnie, open the iray to a loris demand for Edgltih inn." 

■The same corr^pondeiU,'I>aoB(nber 13, says: 
'> For tbe last aix uioatbs ibe onkn tnim tluU qiiartar 
{Ibe Uuited mates] Uave baea one contbmed diwppoint- 
dcni— Ibo Ain(;rlcaii Ji)C:n:liaiiu,cDUgiaTu1atinffttiviD«elvui 
ontlicpoitliinn'irtlir FMeliRti market, pricei Imng jint high 
«ilmiqh ti><-nal>l« their ntvn iron-mteura toaapply ttie mar- 
keiio iheUiJi oivtDt nf.liieir pruduetinu. A sanwalrt^uo- 
tia|i in ^oglajjd it absolutely tmcvMaty to prevent the un- 
jetiirHtile txpejttioii of the iron raaiiufaciure in the United 
fltatea.*' . 

It appears very evident that the desigps of the 
jEnglish manufacturers would be so to shape their 
jrah^r, if poaiible, aa to " wiuh out" uic icoa 



makova in tbe United Statea, while the parties in- 
terested in this country, in taking the duties off 
of railroad iron, do not care for the good of the 
country, but theirown immediate gain. No sane 
man could for a moment believe that taking the 
duly entirely off, and stopping the production at 
home, would permanently lessen the price; but, 
on the contrary, have the tendency to place us in 
the pdwer of tne foreign producer, who, it is not 
to be supposed, woulu kcpp the price aa low as 
the American compeiilor? In aadition to this, 
there is another important consideration con- 
'nected with the iron question, viz: tlie superior 
quality of our iron, and (ho great loss of life and 

Property resulting from theuseof bad English iron, 
will refer you to n communication in the Boston 
Post of the 30ih ultimo, (}vhich should be good 
authority for the Demncmtic side of the House,) 
in which it says, " that in the last six months 
they have kept an account of the loss of life from 
using bad iron; that there have be^n lost one hun- 
dred and seven lives by the explosion of boilers, 
and forty-three lives in onnsequetice of the break- 
ing of chains, all of which has been occasioned 
by English iron; and the loss of property from 
the same cause an]ount8 to$II ,000,000 annually!" 
We have similar accounts from the breaking of 
rails and machinery on railroads; indcedi it has 
been represented to me by T. A. Scott, Esq., of 
Pittsburg, who hna cknrec of tlic western portion 
of the Pennsylvania railroad, and who is one of 
the best railroad superintendents of the country, 
that it would be the interest of tjie public, and a 
saving of life, for Government to prohibit the 
introduction of foreign rails into the country«dto- 
gether. The Boston Post also au^ests the pro- 
priety of insurance companica making it a con- 
dition in their policies that the vessels being so 
insured be required to use American chams. 
Indeed, it is one of the dilGculties in this country, 
that our manufacturers of iron have to compete, 
*noton)y witli the surplus products of Europe, but 
with their inferior and low-priced iron. 

Mr. Chairman, I have briefly refferred to the 
woolen and iron busineas, and will now, without 
occupyingmuchof thepreciousiimeofthe House, 
give it «s my opinion, after having closely ob- 
•erved the changei in the tariffs, and their effects 
on the various interests of tfie country for the last 
thirty years, say, that it ia not tbe permanent 
policy of the Government to yield up the princi- 
ple or protection, even though it miglit occasion- 
ally appear, aa in the case of sugar at this unfor- 
tunate time for that interest, that it would be for 
the benefit of the consumer to take the dutv off 
this article. Is it reasonable to suppose, tfiat a 
policy which would destroy an interest prod ucit;g 
in the United Stales, in the year 1854, over four 
hundred nylljon of podnd^and, to that extent, 
lessens the production in the worMj can perma- 
nently reduce piicesi 

I listened with surprise to the eloquent remarks 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CotvAx] in 
favor i)f placing it with tea and coffee on the free 
list. I tliought of the many thousands of tons 
of the proilucta of his fertile State (Indiana) that 
were annually floated down the Mississippi, and 
found a market in New Orleans, a large amount 
of which was consumed by the engnr planters — 
thus, in fact, turning his corn, hia beef, his pork, 
his hay, bis butter and flour, into sugar — on ar- 
ticle not producible at home, at least previous to 
the introauction of thciorgkam. I reflected on the 
circumstance of their sugar crops being cut down 
much over two thirds in two years. I thought 
at the time it was enough that the planters should 
be annoyed with the borer worms,and lose their 
crops by frost, witJiout being abandoned by the 
Govcrnment,as the policy proposed by the gentle- 
man would indicate. Tna Qovemroent has been 
at considerable expense in introducing fr«sh cut- 
tings. The planter, at this particular time, requires 
protection, and ehouid at least have, an oppor- 
tunity of making an effort to increase his crops, 
Did the gentleman, in bis remarks relative to tbe 
high price of sugar, nojice the fact that coffee has 
also, notwithstanding it is duty free, increased 
in price.' Tbua it will be observed that the in- 
creaaed production of the gold mines has had a 
great deal to do with increasing the price of sugar, 
aa well aa nearly all other articles. Has not the 
price of bBAoD inoeaaed in a like nttio, and the 



gentleman's conatittients been reaping the benefits 

of it? 

While on the subject of continuing the protec*. 
tion to Uie Sugar interest, and in connection with 
it, I am decidedly in favor of continuing tbe fos- 
tering care of the GoTernment to the ||rot«ctioD 
of the growth of hemp, and the mining intereeis 
engaged in tbe lead business. For the Toriner we 
have territory well adapted to its prodoction, and 
any interference with its success would only turn 
the attention of those engaged in it to producing 
other articles which would come in eonpctitioo 
with parlies engiig«d in other branches of tbe 
agricultural business. The mnnafacturing of salt, 
ail article so essential to the independence of the 
country, and the universal Tieed of the people, v e 
cannot, with safety, neglect or suffer to dwindle 
for want of reasonable protection. B^'ins ih<; 
representative of tbe great salt district in Penn- 
gylvanta, 1 am confident (he producers, with the 

E resent duty, are very pooHy paid. Much is said 
y the opponents of a tariff, in favor of free trad?, 
and itsattcndant dirr^ct taxation. 1 would inquire 
if gentlemen who take that view of the quextipD 
have faiHy and fully considered it, in all iia 
bearings? Our Constitution provides that dirtri 
taxes ahnll be apportioned among the Meveral 
States by ihe same rule by which ihe States are 
represented on this floor. Let ns look, for on; 
moment, at the condition of things that must 
follow such a policy. The rect'ipu into the 
national Treasury, for the past fiscal year, wire 
|73,918,14] 46, snd the expenditures during ilie 
same period were 872,948,79iN)2. Takioj; lie 
latter sum as the amount required to be raised, 
divided br two hundred and thirty-four, tki 
nnnibef of membrW of this Ho«se, nmA it will 
give ^11,704 94 to be raised from each congrrs'- 
sional district represented on (his floor. And I 
would odk what gentleman would like to roiura 
to bis constituents, at the close of every seMioa, 
with a warr&nt in his pocket to collect from them 
the above sum, to be returned here iu aupport of 
fbe Government? Such a scheme would be of 
impossible execution. If enacted into a law, it 
would be a dead letter. It wouljl be utterly im- 
possible to carry it into effect. Did time allow. 
It would not be unprofitable to trace the tariff 
history and policy of oar country, and to show 
how roinous the abandonment of the proleciiie 
system has ever been to our best interests, li is 
sufficient for me, therefore, limited ae niy remarks 
must be, to eay that tbe first thoroughly proit^ct- 
ive tariff ever given to the United States wss in 
1898. From 18S9 to 1834, under proteetiOD, we 
imported $37,000,000 mere gold and silver that 
we expnrted, after paying a vast amount of 
foreign debt; thereby showing that the balance 
of trade under that protective policy was largely 
in our favor, instead of being against us, as it 
always has been under the law-tariff policy. 

From 1839 to 1842, under the operationa 
the compromise act, or free trade, we exported 
(6,000,000 of coin more than we imported, and 
contracted 11100,000,000 of private foreign debt; 
and the amount of 'public debt, meet of which 
must have gone abroad, exceeded $36,000,000. 
Previous to the passage of the tariff of 1842, the 
increasipg.demanda for specie to pay tbe balance 
between exports nnd imjiorts, produced a crisi* 
that destroyed confident: in the present and fuiuK 
value of propertyi Banks were suspended, Siau^ 
in a condiiitm of repudiation, and the Fedi^rai 
Government wbb driyon to the use of au irredeem- 
able paper curiTncy, and was unable to effects 
loan of even $12,000,000. Thla induced tbe pa»- 
sage of the protective tariff of 1842, which spc*^- 
ily dissipated thp clwida by which-the prosperity 
Oi the country was surrounded, and its integrity 
for a tiino suspected. Its effect upon the country 
was almost magical; for in lass than fivo yean 
we bad an excess of impoorts of coin of near 
$40,000,000. Credit was restored; tlie Govern- 
ment was at snce relieved from its embarraos- 
ment and enabled to borrow all the money It de- 
sired. Indeed, its loans were soughtaftereasvrly, 
as the most desirable investments which the 
world afforded. 

There is another strange objection to the policy 
encouraging protection; which is, that it makes 
the Government too^cb 1 It will be perct;ive«l 



34tb Cq.vo....^o Sess. 



77ie Tariff and the Treasury — Mr. €ow>de. 



bt^tween receipls into tlws national Trensury 
aiitl ilie (luburMmfnlB out of it during the past 
fiacal y«ar, were lew than a million ofdoltarti; or, 
in olhur )rord«,.wo received less ilian a million 
more ifian was pnid out. And ii ia a fact, preg- 
jtaiil wiitV inaiructinn, lhal the whole amount of 
money now in the Trcastiry, would not supply 
the n«cflS!Utiea of the Government for ntorc than 
three moniliB, And yet gentlemen are eternally 
dfvisn^ oxpedieiiui to lesson the supplies, on the 
^ouud that w<- are growitjij? too rich! Would 
11 1)1! ihn part of a ^ood busiucaa man, or a good 
head of a hovisehotd, to reduce, on principle, hia 
own moans of conducting his alfairs, to limits so 
jiarrow that ony accident could beggar him iii tite 
course of a fi:w mnnlhs? Or do the alarmists, 
on this subji-ct, wiiih to cripple the beginning 
operations of the incoming Administration by 
depriving it of the means of providing for the 
ramdiy growin;; wants of the country? 

This cry of alarmH therefore, at the fullness of 
the national Treasury, let mi:, say, with perfect 
respect to those who maki- it, seems to me a 
practical iibeurdity,aiid ia ilic poorest of nJl pos- 
sible excuses for a chan'4;u in our ruvenue policy. 

If the Trtuisury be liw full, there ia a I'cry 
honest way of depleting it, wiUiuut wasting it in ' 
prnnlices of corriiptton, as the alarmists think, or 
rather say, ia ,ihe use to whicli it w i\nd ia tirbe 
put. The money in tlie Trt Hsviry belonEs to the 
people; and there is not a dollar iinw there which 
IS not justtv due and owing in debts to our own 
cilizcn«i- From the Revolution down our Gov- 
ernment han been indebted; and the^c debts have 
been ever since, and are now, accuoiulaiin!; in 
numbers aiid aniounla scarcely behevuble by tiiose 
ignorant of llic tact. • 

The history of this Government, so far as its 
own ciliz'-ns are concerned, \w been almost one i 
of virtual VKpndiation., The wrongs done by it I 
to ita own citizens, in this respect, are unexam- 
ph.'tl in ihe history of nations. Whilst it exacts 
with the rigor of a miser every dollar that may 
be duo to it by one of its own people, it ^acu- 
caily has begun to look upon even a bare demand 
of tne citizen for lus rights against the Govcrn- 
.inent ns a crime. Almost every day'sexperiencc 
in this House proves this. Tlic words "fiaixd" 
and "plunder" and "robbery" are not unusual 
ezpresiiians in this House, made in reference to 
those who demand rights against the United 
Stales; and these opprolirious epithets applied to 
our oWn citizens, to whom we are indebted — are 
not only ntiei-od, but they are printed at the ex- 
pense of the nation, and scatterfd broadcast over 
the country, to blacken the characters and dis- 
turb the pears of lht»e whose money we have 
locked up in the Treasury, and to whom we deny 
all right to receive payment. This is a deep, 
griev ous, and growing wrong, and one that cannot 
fail, at an early day, iq command the attention of 
the peii)tlc of the whole nation ! Our Guvornment 
in Bliamefully dishonest and unjust towards its 
creditors when they are its own private citizens. 
Let us begin by ^eini^ hanett; pay our dcbtu; and 
the cry will shortly be, not one of alarm at the 
fullness of the national Treasury, but rather one 
of apprehension because of its emptiness; and our 
wita will be taxed, not for expeuienu to empty 
our cuifers, but for the more lionorable ones to 
fili them, and keep thom full for all honest and 
honorable ends. 

Is it nut a shame on the administration of our 
Governnwnt that there is a revolutionary debt of 
nearly fiv« millions due to the mt-n who won our 
independence; that we suffered these heroic nien 
to go down in poverty and sgfTering to the gmve 
with this debt unpaid; and that we stilt deny it 
to their descendants? Thefive millions, of which 
1 speak, is the principal; bcsiilas which, the in- 
terest from that limc-to the present remains unli- 
quidated. This debt is one of no ordinary char- 
acter. It is ihc unredeemed pledge of a Govern- 
ment, then bankrupt, but now groaning under 
the burden of its wealth and resources ! When 
the faith of the Government, plighted to these 
brave, trusting men, by the resolves of October 
21, 1780, is rcdeeined, those fearful forebodings, 
of which we hear so much, reauliing fronj an 
overflowing Treasury, will cease exist! 

And so of your Freocli spoy^tions of the prop- 
erty or Americoii eitizent tbft^^tfiif « c«n- 



j tur^ ago, and of which the Government of the 
! Unttea States assumed the payment. Tliese, 
] principal and interest, arc obli^aiions to its own 
citizens, the payment of which would absiraSt 
jienrly every dollar of surplus revenue in your 
Treasury. 

And so, too, of the sums due under ihe act of 
February 3, 1B23, giving pensions to the few 
remaining widows of the officers and soldiers of 
the Revolution — an act, one would suppose, not 
possible to be misconstrued; so plain tliat " he 
that runs may read." This act, whpn presented 
to the Court of Claims fur consideration, was 
deemed so clear in its meaning that the solicitor 
on behalf of the Gnvcrnmenl. could not even mnke 
the effort to sustain the interpretation made of it 
by the Secretary of the Interior, which interpre- 
tation, in fact, virluallyrepealed the act. Reverse, 
therefore, this repeal, effected by the Secretary 
of llie Interior, and it alone will draw more than 
a million of dollars from the Treasury , and scatter 
it broadcast over the land on those meritorious 
objects of our regard ! 

Still pursuing this subject with a view Jo quiet 
the alarms of the anti-protectionists, arising from 
the fullness of the Treasury, let me invite genilc- 
men to look at the PHvnte Caleudar of Uiis House 
alone, (saying nothing about the Senate'*s,) having 
upon it more than two hundred bills matured fyr 
action, the greater part undoubtedly ns Just aa 
were ever presented to the Justice of tli'' country. 
Thesedemands, probably of several iiiillioos,cach 
having had the laborious investigation of n com- 
mittee, are some of them as old na the country's 
indafjcndcnce — the dead impersonations of our 
country 's injustice. How are these things treated ? 
The Justcst claim on the Calendar may hu defeated, 
and probably will be; and the suffering claimant, 
I broken-hearted, sent home at the,close of the 
I session by the word«, "I OBJECT," uttered by a 
single member. 

1 here is another elass of our ci^zens to whom* 
the Government is laigely indebted. I allude to 
the soldiers of the warof 18I2,nowaged,decred!d, 
Rud (tast faHing Into the gfate — not one of them 
under sixty , and many of them over seventy years 
of age. Let them or their widows receive the 
bounties and justice of the Government so richly 
due to them, snd your Treasur}0rill groan less 
under its burdens, and the aJarmtsts will sleep 
more quietly. Duiing the last session, while lis- 
tening to the statements relative to the number of 
troops furnished by South Carohna and Maiisa- 
chuselts, I thought that Pennsylvania had fur- 
nished stJmu also; and I will now take occasion 
to say that, ifiustipe is doac.to the soldiers of the 
war of 1813, Pennsylvania will receive, probably, 
more than any State in the Union. And I B])cuk 
advisedly when I say that, in my own district, as 
well as other portions of the State, many nerauns 
who have served their country faithruily, and 
never received a dollar from the Qoverniuent, are 
in a suffering condition. 

There is another way that the Government 
has of keeping up a full Treasury, to which it 
may not be amiss to invite. attention; and that is, 
by setting up one code of morals for itself and 
anotber for its citizens. 

The absurd and unjust idea that Government 
shall exact interest from its citizens and pay none, 
is more in keeping with dishonorand bankruiitey 
than with justice and an overflowing Tiea.'fury. 
The exercise of the common suisq principle; of 
sound justice pre vailing among men on this subject 
I ofintcrest will, alone, extract nearly all the present 
1 surplus from the Treasury. Many Just cinimnms 
I hang around the doflr of Congress, peiiiioniiig for 
; relief, for a lifetime. Their desccndanis next 
appear, and after fruitless cQbris ihcy become 
worn out with disappointment. Next, an agent 
appears in their behalf, and what is yoiiranswur 
upon this Hoar? For fear some faithful agent, 
whvise service the dekya in legislation has cru- 
aied a necessity for, should get a share for his 
services, you pronounce it a jto/e .claim, or a claim 
for the beiK-fii of the agent. 

In order partially, at least, to obviate some of 
these difficulties thrown in the way of the justice 
of the country. Congress constituted a Court of 
Claims, and he President appointed some of the 
country's purest and ablest jurists as its judges, 
Sot tbe T^fwpoM of deciding upon M^e lighM of Uu 
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citizen and the Govenuneat. After great expense 
to the claimant, and after the fullest examinali-in 
and discussion, these decisions come lo us; and 
however able they may l>e, and however clearly 
they may define the rights of the respective ptir- 
tii*s, tlie objections to awarding Justice sn lung 
duferrfd are not less violently vrged than if they 
had never been judicially decided. "riiPre is ono 
class of these cases, lio^yever, that always mcctg r 
the approbation of Congress. I mean tliose de- 
cided by the court in favor of the Gavennncnt, 
Those (lecisions made in favor of the Government 
arc,takcn for final; those in favor of the citizen 
^re as if they had never been made. 
* Is it a wofldur, in view of all these facts, that 
our Tr^;aaury remains bo full ? Instead of attrib- 
uting its overflow to a tariff producing too much, 
ought we not to h.ive the courage of mere common 
candor, lo say that what it contaiua is kept there 
by our holding on to what 4/oes not bolong to us ? 
I say guard the Treasury *ith tlie utmost vigi- 
lari^ie; but let the channels of JubIicg be unob- 
slrucied, and its streams flow freely, purely and 
viuitlly towards all alike — the powerful nation, 03 
Svt'U ns the huniblestcltizen. Let not the fear of 
ninkiiig a mistake withhold us from acting at all. 
Error accompBuies human action; ai)d vigilantly 
as 1 would watch the Treasury, I wo.uld rather 
infinitely see occasional wrong to the Government 
than that justice should be denied to ilie citizen. 
*' Be juat and fear not." 

The same coda of governmental ro.oral8 to which 
I have referred prevails in most of the public ex- 
I ecutivc offices. Whenever a technical objection 
I cau be interposed against the allowance of a claim, ' 
liQwevei' much its justice may be admitted, all tho 
force of the ordinary forms of evidence is denii d, 
and the intended recipients of a nation's bounty 
,ora nation 's justice are refused. 

Mr Cliairman, I have introduced*Hiis part of 
ray argument to pieet the cumplaiiits made by tho 
enemies of protection relative to the overflowing 
Treasury; and conclude by saying that if the 
Government pays its just debits, and redeems its 
plighted faith, there will be no money in Uie 
Treasury to be alarmed about; and if it should 
again accumulate, it would be well to use some of 
it in repairing dilapidated fortiflcations, improve 
ing rivers and harbors, and opening up a great 
thorouglifare to the Pacific, without which we can- 
not reasonably expect to retain the hffectiona of 
our people on that coast. Nor,un(ilt^t tsuccom- 
plishefl, by at least two railroads extending aerrjss 
the conijuenl w<ilhin our own territory, shall we 
a|>prouch the realization of the grand idea of 
Columbus that led to the discovery of tho western 
coiiiincnt — the openinga more direct and cxpedi- 
' tious route for the commerce of Asia. Aa in all 
j CHSes time is the great element in conimf-reial 
[ transactions, we then ethall obiain a tim''-saving 
i power which will iilend Eurtipe'a two !inn(Iicd 
I and fifty millions of people with the seven liun- 
! dn d millions of A^ta in harmonious intercourse 
aeiosa this contineiit; make New York tho great 
, commercial cenU:r of the world; people our own 
iJTterioraiid ourPai:ific Slates with. scores of,mi!- 
.lioos of happy and industrious citizens, and build 
up a commercial rijiarine upon the Pacific ocean, 
giving lo this peopreaud their Govcninieiit the 
j eonlrol of that ocean for all future time, wiilio^t 
' the iV-ur nf a rival. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Yls; and my collcfruf may 
' ]in)pcrly state lliat the tipjiroprintion for imilding 
1 war 3lei\niere is another item whieii ukiv Wfll 
I challenge thu favorable considi ration of this 
■ House, not only as a peace measure, but as a sure 
' mcuiis of defense in tuneof need. The Falh'-rof 
I his Country admonished us "in Qme of peace 
' to prepare for war." 

I Mr. CpVODE. I feel thankful, Mr. Chair- 
; man,tomy fi'icndand colleague, th« member from 
the first aistricli who is familiar with njtval af- 
I fairs, for calling my attention to that sulject. 
The Navy certainly deservi s the favitrnbJe eon- 
fid'Tation of this House. Tlir pliu y iind hoii'ir 
of our country are carried and dereuited upon the 
deck's of our men-of-war; and the eoninierce of 
the United States, whitening evei-y sen, retiuiioa 
additional protection. Let tiie House pass l!io 
ten steamer bill now upon the Calendar — where 
it has been for months — and while adding to our 
mcaiia of defensei it vUl^je cmployuuut lo 

Digitized by VjOOg IC 



«00 



APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



[February 19, 



34th Cong....3d Sess. 



Privileges 0/ Members — Mr. Bennett. 



Ho. or Reps. 



hundreds nnd thousand* of our industrious me- 
chanics and arlisans. 

Although not strictly ^rmanc to the question 
berore the House, yet, innsmach as the nubjecl 
has been introduced, I will merely note as 1 paw 
^ong the relative iteam marine n>rce of different 
countries, which I think will satisfy any gentle* 
man that we are far behind our neighbors in this 
enteipriae. England has five hundred warsteam- 
er*; she has also ninety-one lines running direct 
from England to foreign ptfrta, containing over 
four hundred mail steamers, and twenty -five lines 
having one hundred and five steamers running 
between foreign porta in connection with the 
above, making a total of one hnDdred and sixteen 
mail lines,*owning five hundred and five vessels, 
tnakine one thousand and five war steamers; and 
in addition to this, she has a mercantile steam 
fleet of nine hundred and seventy-ftve, making a 
grand total of one thousand nine hundred and 
flighty ocean ^ing steamers. Many of their lines 
now carry on the direct trade between continental 
Europe And the United States. France has one hun- 
dred and thirty steamers on the Mediterraneair, 
Levant, Black, North, and Baltic seas. Austria 
has one hundred and ten ateamcra on the above 
Mas; and Rnsaia haa, when contracts are filled, 
fbr the same seas euhty, and twenty-five on the 
Baltic. The UnileaStates Government has only 
twenty war steamers, eight of which only carry 
from one to six guns, some of which are not>nt 
to be sent out-of the harbor. Tlie commercial, 
mail, and paisencer business, by steamships, be- 
tween IheUniteoStatesand England and the con- 
tinent, is carried on by sixty-six steamships, 
forty-four of which are British, five Bnlgian, four 
Hambure, five French, aqd only eight Amer- 
ican. O'f the eight American veasela, font are 
running to Liverpool, two to Havre, and two to 
Bremen. Thus it will be seen that we own no 
•team line runninir between the United Stales and 
the great money distributing point on the con- 
tinent, (Hamburg,) thewalntof which compels us 
to pay about ten millions per annum in the shape 
of commissions, or transitduea, to Great Britain. 

In connection with this subject, let me make 
one remark relative to the consumption of coal. 
The six lines of steamers, getting the half of their 
supply of coal from the United States, consumed 
during the last jcar about 100,000 tons, amount- 
ing to about 4500,000. The 400 Enrlisb mail 
Steamers, running direct (torn England, may be 
divided into three classes: the first class, seventy- 
two in number, has a tonnage o^over 3,000 tons; 
1S4 belonging to another class, having a tonnage of 
from GOO to 1,500 tons, and 204 to another class, of 
from 300 to 600 tons. These vessels eousume, per 
round trip, lB9,000tonsof coal, or S,S68,000 tons 
per annum, allowing an average monthly trip for 
each steamer. The value of this 2,268,000 tons 
of coal in the various depots, is about seven dol- 
lars per ton, or $15,976,000. To mine and trans- 
port this employed not less than 500,000 laborers 
of oil kinds, whose consumption of flour may be 
fairly estimated at 500,000 barrels, to say nothing 
of other kinds of food consumed by them, the 
money for which mostly goes into the pockets of 
the farmers. 1 have not time to elaborate this 
■abject; bnt I would ask, suppose the United 
States had such a fleet of steamers, running to all 
parts of the world, bearing with them the prod- 
ucts of our own country, and bringing in return 
those of other nations, and carrying also our ocean 
mails: what would be the effect upon the c^ial 
mining business tn Pennsylvania, Maryland , Vir- 
ginia, and North Carolina ? It would give it such 
an impetus (• it has never yetreceived; and in the 
prosperity of that branch of industry, the agri- 
cultural would participate, since whatever benefiu 
one beneflta sll. 

Again: of the four or firs hundred thousand 
doUars which a firtt-cUss mail steamer costs, at 
least ninety-five per cent, goes directly to the iron 
men, lumber men, mechanics and laborers, and 
indirectly into the pockets of the farmers ; so- that 
tlie money is widely distributed and benefits all; 
and it is scarcely necessliry to say (hat the true 
policy of the statesman is to adopt such measures 
as will give life and activity lo all branches of 
industry and diffuse the money of the rich amon^ 
those who e«ra their bread by the sweat of their 
brow. ■ 



Mr. Chairman, t have only been ntile to allude 
to some of the interesting; topics connected with 
the bill before the committee. I do not pretend 
to have properly discussed them. It was not my 
purpose to attempt to do more than to direct at- 
tention to certain matters which seemed to me 
important. 

Though the bill, as introduced by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, is not in all respects 
what I would wish it, I prefer it to any of the 
substitutes which have been proposed. If the 
revenue is to be reduced, as seems to be deicrm- 
ined on, I would much prefer that it should be 
accomplished by a large inmase of the five list, 
by placing on it such articles as are not produced 
in this country and enter oxiensivcly into the con- 
sumption of manufactures here; which will enable 
UB to retain the duties upon such as come in com- 
petition with our own productions. We should 
thus, in raising revenue for the support of Gov- 
ernment, give incidental protection to our labor 
and enterprise, which is the policy of every Gov- 
ernment having the least claim to wisdom and 
sagacity, t commend this policy, Mr. Chairman , 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and espe- 
cidly to the distinguished gentleman who stands 
at its head, [Mr. Cahpbcll,] whose ability, dis- 
cretion, and unremitted devotion to the public 
interests, have won for him a most enviable but 
well earned reputation as an enlightened nnd faith- 
ful national legislator. 

I beg leave, Mr. Chairman, to return my thanks 
to the committee for the paficnt attention they 
have been hind enough to give me while making 
ihese desultory remarks, and have only to if gret 
that I could not throw more light upon the sub- 
jects I have brought to their notice. 

pklVILBGES OP MEMBERS. 

SPEECH OF HON. H. BENNETT, 

or NEW TORK, 
Ik ths Hoosb of Rspsbibutatites, 
AftpiMry 19, 1657. 
On the question of receiviiig the Rrport of ifee favestlgs- 

ting ConimiUee in ib« cue of Wilulm A. Oilsxkt, ■ 

member (mm l^rr York. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York, said: 

Mr. Skackr: The question now presented is a 
serious one. It involves the privih-ges of every 
member of this House, and of his constituents. 
It should receive a calm and careful consideration, 
and not be acted upon with inconsiderate haste. 
In what I may say I disclaim intending the slight- 
est pcraonal reflection upon any member of this 
committee; but I do intend, with all plainness, to 
enter my protest in the strongest terms afjainsi 
the improper jurisdiction thcyliave assumed, nnd 
the course of proceedings Ihey have adopted in 
proceeding against individual members of this 
House, without any warrant or authority what- 
ever to justify it. I believe they have violated 
the privileges of my colleague this day, for the 
first time named by ihem as a partyaccused,and 
as a party condemned, and the privileges of every 
member of this House; that they have violated 
every principle ofjusticc and fhirness,and every 
rule of criminal and constitutional law; that they 
are acting in this matter, so far as Mr. Gilbert 
is concerned, without iitrisrffelion.' And acting, 
too, in the most irregular and indefensible man- 
ner, (even if they had jurisdiction,) by presenting 
an accusation and sentence here to-day, written 
on the same paper, without trial, or time, or chance 
afforded for defense or vindication, and demand- 
ing of the House to execute forthwith the judg- 
ment they have pronounced. 

It cannot be denied, that a select committee 
like this are confined strictly within the limits of 
Uie authority conferred apon them by the House, 
and cannot go a single step beyond it. Whiii 
was the autliority conferred upon this commit- 
tee ^ It was to> investigate a specific charge of a' 
corrupt combination of memucra of Congress, 
made by (he editor of a newspaper, and indorsed 
by a member of this House. To this extent, and 
tliis only, was (his committee cha^d with any 
incjuiry. The editor of the newspaper said: 

" We huiw that a corrupt organization of mem- 
beis of Congress and certain lobby agents at 



Washington has existed since early in the ses- 
sion of last year. We are well satisfied that ihis 
organization holds the balance of power in its 
hands, sufficient, in most cases, to Kill or carry 
any measure pending in the House of Repre- 
sentatives;" accompanied with various comments 
upon thjs principal charge. The member in- 
dorsed It by saying these statements were not 
wanting in troth I A committee was appointed. 
Their authority was in these words: 

" Whereas certain statements have been pub- 
lished charging that meriibers of the House hare 
entered into corrupt combinations for the purpose 
of passiug and preventing the passage of eeitain 
nlteasures now pending before Congress: Uiere- 
forc, 

" Resohed, That a committee of five raemben 
be appointed by the Speaker, with power to send 
fofpprsons nnd papers to investinite said charges, 
and that said committee report the evidence^aod 
what action, in their judgment, is necesssry ob 
the part of the Hotise without uhnecesSsry de- 

^hcir power was exjiresaly confined to a siDgU 
subject— the investu^ation of the "corrupt com- 
binations" char^dT As to that, and that only 
were they authorized to investigate. As to that, 
and that only were-thcy authorized to report the 
evidence,and whataction, if any, was deemed ne- 
cessary. All their power was fimiled to that one 
subject, Bui they have proceeded as if tSrir 
autnority was unbounded and nnlunited — as if 
they were s court of general criminal jurisdtclion 
— as if they were to fish round in every cormpt 
and unclean corner to see if some imputation or 
char^R against n member of Congress, in relation 
to any separate or individual matter, could not 
be made by somebody— either that a member had 
itne something, or at least aoU somethinr, tot 
which he could be assailed and hunted down. 
And to every chaise procured, taW faith and 
credit are given, no matter how weak, or doubt- 
ful, or suapiciods the evidence may be to support 
it; and no proof is allowed to be strong enough 
to disprove a single accusation. 

It appears now, by the paper read from the 
Clerk 8 desk, that this committee, instead of c<>ii- 
fining themselves within the limits of their authof- 
— instead of invcaiignting the " corrupt com- 
binaiion"char^d — have extended their inqnirii*s 
far beyond that authority, to hunt up individual 
casps of alleged misconduct, difierent and distinct, 
against various members of this House. It ap- 
pears also, from the paper read, that this com- 
mittee have made a general report in regard to 
the vcrjr matter they had authonty to investigate. 
There ts no evidence to sustain it, and no aeiioa 
in regard to it deemed necessary. And they 
have also made several special reports in othfr 
cases about individual members, as to whicb they 
had no authority given ts tliem by this Houfv. 
And it funher appears that all the evidence taken 
is annexed to the general and regular report. 
Why, then, are these special reports made ? Not 
to give the evidence; tnat Ihey do not contain. 
They are not necessary to present any fact which 
may be in evidence against any individual mem- 
ber; that would appear by the evidence itaelf. 
Why, then, ant these four or five speeial reports 
Bgai nst individual members made ? Is it id make 
a one-sided and garbled statement of the evidence? 
to present an argument, like prosecuting counsel 
against the accused, and thus to urge on and en- 
force the hastv and harsh judgment of the com- 
mittee upon tfie ex parte proof they have stej^d 
out of the line of their duty to obtain r Have not 
members here n i«ght to see the evidence, and 
draw their own conclusions from it; to judge for 
themselves what it proves, or whether it really 
proves anything at all ? Where, in their written 
authority, is to ne found their right to intrcMluce 
their opinion of what is proved, and their ar^^- 
mentsosproseculingattorney against theaceund* 
That is what these special, unauthorized reports 
contain, and that is substantially all they contain; 
and they wind up with the modest resolution, that 
thereupon the member shall be, and he is htreby, 
expelled! I will noteonsentin this way to deprive 
any district of New York of its Representative. 
1 will not, by any act or vote of mine, help to 
commit such a legislative RSSttBsifstion of the 
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Waa it ever before heard of in the history of 
Jic worlJi that five men could sit m the ^rand 
ury to present tlie accusation, as the petit jury 
try the indictment, and aa the court to pro- 
lounce the sentence, and only notify the accused 
vhcn it became necessarv to execute Judgment 
ipon Iiim? And^yet in ail these Tarious charae- 
ers and capacities have this committee assumed 

act against Mr. Gilbert, wlio was not named 
[) their resolution, and against whom they had 
oc a shadow ofauthority to proceed. This has 
een done upon ex parte evidence — the tx parte 
valence of such specimens of corrupt humanity 
s the witness Sweeney, who proclaims ^his own 
riniinalicy. I stand here to question and deny 
he Juriaaiction of this committee in this case 
gainst Mr.GiLBERf. I contend their action has 
ern unjust, unfhir,and indefensible; in Wolatlon 
f the (aw of the land and of the Coostitation of 
ur country. What opportunity has he had to 
eCond liis character or to vindicate his reputation , 
ear to him aa life — a character standing aa high 
jr inicvricy, up to this time, as that of any mem- 
er of the comrnitlce, but which a majority seem 
u willing to d'estroy ? The committee say: " We 
ave tripil nobody; ' that is true; but they have 
Qiidemned my colleague without trial, and now 
ak the House to sanction their act. 

It is the rule in Jefferson's Manual, and adopted 
y the rules of this House, that no member con 
Q Bfcsailed or attacked by any committee in this 
lanncr. Charges againat a member should be 
rat made to the House, when (he member is 
rcscnl, or after he has had previous notice to 
e present. This is to be done openly, and he is 

1 be notified what the charge is. Strictly, it is 
is right to be tried at the bar of the House. But 
c may himself call for a committee to investigate 
10 charge, and on that investigation he should 
nvc the ruilesi opportunity of defease and vtndi- 
aiion — to examine and cross-examine the wit- 
icsites at the time they give Ibeir evidence; to 
lave his witnesses called and examined, and to 
lave the assistance of counsel. 

Had this committee enyjmiidleticn to proceed teitk 
nu invtxt^tion or inquiry (^ointt Mr. Gilbert. 

ut-ny that they had. He was not charged as 
>ne of a corrupt combination, and he was not 
lamcd in the resolution appointing that eom- 
nitif'c The rule was so laid down, and the 
Ulhoritiea referred to, in the case of the com- 
liilec app'ointed to inveslieatc the causes which 
•d to the "death of the Hon. Jonathan Cilfey. 
'hat committee said, in their report: 

" In didc^hamng the trust committed to them by 
le House orReDresenlatives, the committee have 
ndi>avore<l implicitly to obey its' order, neither 
topping short on the one hand of t^e fuU meas- 
re of the duty imposed upon them, nor trans- 
ending its just limits on the other. They were 
f the opinion that the investisation was instituted 
oleiy for the maintenance of :he privileges of the 
louse. It was not within the province of the 
louse of Representatives to investigate the causes 
/liich led to the death of one of its members, or 
ie circumstances which attended it, with a view 
Blhe punishment of any offender for a high crime 
r miaUeineanor. That belongs in every caa* ex- 
lusiveljr to the courts of law. Senators and Rep- 
psentaiives are not privileged from arrest in cases 
f " treason, felony, and breach of the peace;" 
tid it is a constitutional provision, that " in ail 
rimiiiol prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the 
iglit of a speedy and public trial by an impartial 
iry of the Slate and district wherein the crime 
hall have been committed, which shall have been 
rfvioualyiisMriainrd bylaw, ond lo be informed 
f the nature and cause the accu/iation; to be 
oufrontcd by ihe wiincsscs against him; to have 
ompulaory nroceaa for obtaining witnesses in 
is favor, and to have the aasiatance of counsel 
3r his defense." The inquiry, therefore, is di- 
fcli'd to one objectonly — ine maintenance of the 
irivilegesof theHonse;and thequcstion iswhat, 
n that view, were the causes which led to the 
i>ath of Mr. Cllley, and the circumstances con- 
I'cted thcrcwiihi and did they involve a breach 
f ihnsf privilegrs? In pursuing this inveatiga- 
imi ihc. committee have examined all whose lea- 
imoiiy there was rf^ason to believe might be ina- 
>riul; anil Messrs. Graves, Wise, aiid Jonea, 
lembers of tho House, were permiued to attend, 



and to examine and cross-examine the witnesses; 
and the same leave wosextended to Mr. Meitcfce, 
of the House, and to Mr. Pearce, of the Senate, 
at their request. The entire mass of the testi- 
mony is now submitted as a part of this report. " 

The committee, however, reported separate res- 
olutions, ceneurine three members, MTr. Graves,' 
Mr. Jones, and Mr. Wise, the first as principal, 
and the others as seconds in the duel which lead 
to the death of Mr. Cilley. This was in a cose 
where a member had been billed in a duel, and 
these members, as everybody knew, were en- 
gaged in the very transaction about which the 
committee were amhorizcd to inquire. And each 
of them were notified and attended before the 
committee, and examined and cross-examined 
the witnesses. These three men were connected 
with the inquiry ^uthwized, and concerned in 
that, and only one report was offend. Here the 
members are not connected with the inquiry 
authorized, and a full report on that subject is 
made ; and then the committee make other chanrea 
and reports against individual members. Yet 
when that report was made, it was assailed as 
irregular and improper, and finally laid on the 
table, and no action ever taken under it. 

■* Mr. RoBiNBOK said it would be their duty to 
recommit all these reports and resolutions to the 
committee that brought them in, with special 
instructions that if any member wus implicated 
at all, to report that single fhct to the House, for 
he was satisfied they could not move one step 
further until they had received the order and 
direction of the House, 

"He begged leave to refer to an authority of 
the highest character, whose work they had 
made a part of their own roles, where it aid not 
conflict with them. He alluded to Jefferson's 
Manual. In that celebrated work it was' laid 
down, that ' when a committee is charged with 
an inquiry, if a member prove to be involved, 
they cannot proceed onunst him, but must make 
a special report to the tlouse.' 

'* Mr. RoBiMtoM (aflcrwards) continued his re- 
marks in opposition to the course the committee 
had taken tn directing and reeommen^itf the wtion 
qf the House, and insisted the irregulanty vitiated 
the whole proceeding. 

** Mr. Adahs said, that not only were the priv- 
iteges of the members, but the privilena or the 
whole House, and the privileges of the eonstit- 
nenta of every member, staked on the itaue of this 
case. 

'* If the fiicta implicated any meniber of the 
House, let them say so; and tlicn the members 
implicated would come properly before the House ; 
at present, he thought, ihcy were exceedingly im- 
properly before it. If members were to be cen- 
sured or expelled, it is necessary to acLwiUi great 
caution; and it behooved the House to protect 
itself from a violation of its privilegea, and to 
bring members before the House in regular and 
proper order. Sjr. A. thought the committee had 
entif-ely tranacendcd its power. 

" Mr. Stawlet dosi^naicd the committee as a 
* packed jury,' with previously formed opinions, 
and said they had norig;htto try the members thfiy 
had arraigned before tliein. 

" Mr. Natlor said the committee had violated 
the Constitution and laws of the land,'! "and 
insisted the resolution did not give the committee 
power to investigate the conduct of members, 
because tlicj were not named therein, and yet 
they had virtually tried and condemned those 
gentlemen." 

Mr. Adams afterwards said " the report ou^ht 
to be stamped with the seal of reprobation, so that 
future legislators might know the iy«ccdent,"and 
offered a resolution to recommit the report, with 
instructions to strike out the rcsolntions, and all 
the argumeittative part of the report, and report 
only the facts to the House. Many others took 
similar objectjona to the report anil reaolutions, 
and the whole subject was afterwards finally laid 
on the table without a division. 

If, in that caae,4he proceeding were irrcgulu, 
how much more bo in this? There the members 
named were known to be connected with the very 
subject of inquiry, and were notified, and attended 
before the committee, and examined and cross- 
examined the witnesses, and had as much of a 
trial as could b« giwea. Hero the members 



involved ate not connected in any way widi the 
I subject' of inquiry, bat are charged with indirid- 
I ual and separate instencea of improper conduct. 
Here they were not notified, and did not attend 
and examine and croas-exaroine the witnesses; 
but the committee went qn aeeretly * and Mr parte* 
to make out the ease against iham; and then, after 
dedding the case, fbr the first time theyeive notion 
to the accused of the proof taken, anaosk them 
what they can say wny sentence should not b« 
pronounced upon them? 

I read from the Manual, page SS, an^ rule 137, 
adopting it: 

" Whenacommittee is charged with an inqiriry » 
if a member prove to be involved, they cannot 
proceed against him, but must make a special re- 

f>ort to the House; whereupon the memBer is 
leard in his place, or at the bar, or a apedal'au- 
thortiy is given to the committee to inquire con- 
cerning him."— 9 Gfrej, p. 523. 

" 139. The rulea of parliamentary practice, 
comprised in Jefferson's Manual, shall govern 
the House in alt cases to which they are appli- 
cable, and in which they are not inconsistent with 
the Standing Rules ana Orders of the House, and 
the Joint Rules of the Senate and Hovstt criT Rep- 
resentatives." — Setttembet 15, 1837. 

This rule from tfie Manual is thus adopted by 
rule 139, and is as much a part of the rules of 
the Hou^ as if it waa incorporated in the rules 
themselves. 

" The rase is first^o be laid before the House, 
that it nf&y judge of the fact and the grounds of 
the accusation, and how far the manner of the 
trial may concern their privileges," (even in cam 
of felony. — Ji^erfon'i Jtfsnua?, p. 57. 

*' Whenever on any public inquiry mattercomea 
out that ina]^ affect the person of a member, it ia 
the practice immediately to acquaint the House, 
that they may kriow the reasons for such pro- 
ceeding, and take such aleps as they think prop- 
er. "—Jiffenon'i JWamial, p. 58. 

HatseTl lays down the same rule, m ttie aams 
^ords,with this addition: " As there hi no priT- 
ileg^ of which the douse of Commons has always 
been, and indeed ought to be, more jealous.'^ 
3 HataeU, p. 344. 

Iji the case cited from Qniy'sDcbatee{9 Gray,- 
p. 533) it was said by Sir William Williams: 
"You cannot* regularly send your member to a 
committee without instructions. VfiU you recom- 
mit the bill with instructions; and your member 
muet be heard at the bar." 

Mr. Hampden said: "You yourselves cannot 
empower a committee to exanune a member. It 
ia the privilege oftheHouse, and the privilege of 
every person in it. If a member fiUls in eollater- 
s^'y — ^ fven they hear a member nameil, tkey stand 
vp, and go no further, but report the fact to the Houu, 
If they hate done trr<gu(aWtf, wilt you do m toe 7 
Let it be recommUfed, and your member may aa- 
flwer in hia place."— 9 Gray, p. 529. 

" It is a clear principle of parliamentary law, 
that a committee is bound by, and is not at tiberty 
*io depart from, the order of reference." — Cun- 
tng's Law of Leeislatire t^ssemblUs, p. 741. 

"This day, Mr. Sandys, to avoid the reflection 
of a iiiKanorabtt proceeding, in preferring a chai^ 
without giving previous notice, thought it proper 
to go from hia place to Sir Robert Walpole, and 
in a very frank manner told him that be might 
take warning, and prepare to be upon his guard, 
for that on Friday ncxt he should oring an aeeu- 
sation of acrcral artielea against him. Sir Robert 
paused a little upon souncxpected aeompliment, 
uut thanked him very politely for the information, 
and aaid he desired no favor but fdirplay. Mr. 
Sandys afterwards mentioned this affair publicly 
in the House, and said he had a charge to make 
against an honorable member of the House, the 
ChanceOor of the Exchequer, whom he required 
to b^ in his place to hear and answer it on Friday ' 
morning next. Sir Robert returned for answer, 
that he should certainly attend-, and as he was not 
conscious of any crime to deaerva saeh an accu- 
sation, did not doubt of being able lo make a 
pn^r defense." — Dehatu in Comnumf, vol. IS, 

^ " When a petition is to be presented, contain- 
ing matter of charge against a member, or implt- 
cati^ injLi^jii|^r^Fliis chvactei ' ' 
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neccBsarjr thatsuch member should recieive notice 
Jjcrurehantt of tbc time when the petition is to be 
preaeiut'd, in order that heinay then beinotiead- 
anci: ill his placv.ond have an opportunity of vin- 
dicating hiinaolf if iiQ sees fit, against the attack 
upon hiniiat the time when the charge is mode, 
*' If a [letitioii of tbi& kind is otTered, without 
such notice having been previous! ;^givi; II, itshould 
be witbdmwn until the notice is given. This 
course of proceeding is analogous to what takes 
place when one member makes a charj^c or com- 
plaint' against another. The Itrsl stL'p in that cttan 
18, to mi)V% chat the member in question do attend 
iu his.place on a certain day; and .both parties 
attending according^jtbc former prefers liis com- 
plaint." — Cuskirig's Lavj of LegielaliTe .Ssitmblies, 
p. 468. 

Old form^a^d precedents are founded in reason 
and experi^ijct: ; and I regret that this committee 
have taken a,course without a precedent to sup- 
port it: the injustice of that proceeding is now 
apparent, If,in the lai^guagt: of theautnorlty, it 
is a " dishonorable proceeding" to makcaclmrge 
in the lilouse aeainst a member witJiont notice 
gtveti, hbw otufib more so to make that cliargc to 
aselecicommittee, and for that committee secrut,)y 
to investigate the charge, and pass judgment upon 
it before any notice is given; and Uiis,t6o, wholly 
on their own motion»without any direction from 
tbe House — without any report to the House, or 
asking any power to invpstif;aio the change — pro- 
ceeding in secj^t like a granil jury to niaKe out a 
case by all the proof they can obtain, afkcr which 
the accused has a copy of tlie proof? But no 
notice of any ehargp or specification Las ever been 
given. They are colled upon to make defense to 
a mass of proof made tx patte beforn a secret and 
Belf-conslituted tribunal, and. without. any nmice 
of what tbe,^cu8ation, when.it is made, will be; 
and when the chai^ is £xed upon aiid made, 
iildgment is demanded. 

No specili cation of any cbarf^e has ever been 
made against or served upon either of tbe niem- 
beni involved; but they require them to defend 
Uienuclvcs against the crtmC, or improper con- 
duct, which the coniinittec may think the cvi- 
doniSe tends to prove, before the committee theni- 
Bclves have determined what itshall be,'and when 
the accused have uo meona of knowing. 

One of the ablest Jud^a Now -York ever pro- 
duced, in giving the prevailing opinion ^n its high- 
est court in a celebrated case for ac0U8piracy,u»c3 
the following language: 

" The general principle that every man \a cn- 
tilled to a specilicuiioii of the charge inndc ggflinst 
hinti is so deeply ingrafted in our criminal law, 
and is so essential to the cnjoymeut and protec- 
tion of personal liberty in a free country, (bat it 
must be a waste of time to enforce it by argument 
or autlioriiy. 

"What kind of noUt:e does a defendant receive 
of the charge against him by reading an indict- 
ment (or speciucation) that says he conspired, 
by indirect and unlawful means, to defraud some 
Unltuown persons — ^for it cannot be denied ihu^ 
under tjtis indictment, a defendaut niiglit have 
been convicted of a conspiracy.to defraud a man 
in Kamuchatka? How is he to prepare for his 
defense } Would no£ a copy of tiie decalogue be 
.as useful to point out tbe particular olTense for 
which he was to be tried? 

" Let ps suppose a defeiidant going lo trial on 
such un indictment. Until the moment arities 
when tbe public prosecutor opens his testimony 
on the trial, the defendcnt has uo means of know- 
ing for what be is to be Cried? I cannot believe 
that our law is chargeable with such gross injus- 
tice. U has been framed and matured in wisdom 
and in mercy. It exults in the belief that every 
man ia innocent until pMvcd guilty. Itjglories in 
affording tlie accused every means of vindicating 
his innoceuce. It acorns the rack and every spe- 
cies of torture. It disdains trick ajid circumven- 
tion, and invites to an open, lull* and fair inves- 
tigation of the offense." 

In thatcase, after a trial and conviction, the judg- 
ment was reversed because the charge orspecin- 
cation was too vague and indefinite. Here, none 
. was ever given, of any kind. The untenet it the 
^ec^ca/ton, and the speeification u the lenJence. 

The evidence contains no spccificaUon. It 
contaitl* no diMKe. if 1 i^t aaIm h muuli- 



cation from the evidence in either case, it would be 
"indisert'et expresaions proved by doubtful evi- 
dence, tending; to weaken public confidence in 
Uie supposed purity of Congress." That would 
be my specification; fori may say generally, that 
iu all this outcry about corruption, tt is not proved 
that any member of Congress has.tver received, 
or ever expects to receive, a farthing in money or 
properly in relation to any matter whatever. But 
the accused could not possibly know what the 
speciEcatioii or charf^e to be madu by the cgm- 
mittee would be. Tlie resolitlioiu read to-<lay are 
the milij ziollce ever had qf the iprci/tc charges made 
.^aiixst the mea^era accused, or thiU in thtir o;n'nion 
there teas any evidence vpon which an accuaation 
oiiglU to be made. 

t submit lo every member oflho House and of 
this committee .that these members arc entitled to 
a fair trial, Thoy deny the >ihargos upon oath; 
they demand a trial. It is a right that cannot be 
denied. Tlie gentleman from Maryland [Mr,. 
Davis] says: " we do not claim to have tried the 
members cliarged;" liut if yon try them now, ihe 
charge will be covered up.' The charges will, in 
all human probability, be used up, completely 
used up; but they demand a trial as a matter of 
strict right. If forty days is necessary to mature 
a charge, time for its trial should ojso be given. 

Do you call Uiis secret accusation, thus made, 
a trial ? The very committee arc ashamed to dig- 
nify it with any suchiitle-'The commiltec origin- 
ate and present tJie charge. They do not try it; 
they say tbferchas been no trial. They civldnot 
try it. No grand juror can sit on the trial of an 
indictment found by him. Why? Becaitso the 
secret ex parte proof made before the grand jury 
cannot be used on the trial. Not even if a wit- 
ness should dio before the trial, could his evidence 
btfuaed, taken before the grand jury, for the rea- 
son that the ar-cusedhashaU uo cross-exami nation. 
And this inadmissible proof would have its inQu- 
cnce on him who had once heard it, and on the 
faith of it had expressed his opinion. Will you 
expunge all rules, and allow ihid to tte done here in 
this instance? or allow a conviction to be had on 
evidence not a word of which would be admissible 
on trial? Do those who arc so unfortusate as to 
be elpcted to Congress lose al! liieir rjglits as men 
and citizens. Are they shielded by no privileges 
fromsuch proceedings as this ? Is such a usurp- 
ation of power to be upheld? The Constitution 
gives to every man cliarged with any ofTcnse the 
risht " to be informed of the nature and cause 
of tlic accusation; to be confronted with the wit- 
ucsBcs against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining wicnesscs in his favor, and to have 
the. nasistauce of counsel in his defense." It 
gives him also the right lo a speedy and public 
trial — ay, a pidilic trial, " in the bioad light of 
day." in this country no secret inquisition, with 
guards at the door anil guards at the gate, can sit 
in Jiidgnicni on the rights of any citizen. The 
course of this committee would fflace every mem- 
ber at the mercy of any single witness, like 
Sweeney, who, from malice or any other cause, 
might accuse iym, without the power of vindica- 
lioi), ■widiouc'tt chance for defense, 

Again.bcforc any crime can bccommittcd, there 
is a place allowed for repentance between the evil 
intent and the uncommitted act; to constitute crime 
ihv. act must be done, and done with the criminal 
intent. " h is one thing to bo tempted, another 
thing to fali;" and here, if there was any truth in 
Sweeney's lolc, 

" Tlie nci did iioi o'prtaKe ilif bnd intent, 
That pi'rislicd by tlie way: ihoiiglita nre nomilijccts— 
Inieurs liuc merely tliougliti." 

What is Sweeney's story? — 1 do not believe one 
word of it, except that he was constantly boring 
and buttonholing my colleague, and might have 
labored to induce Triplet! real^ to belie^ o that he 
had great influence with him. But suppose it were 
true, was the act over cunRumm^ted— was any thing 
ever done by Gii-bkrt towards its consummation ? 
Suppose Sweeney had jxTsuaded Gii.bebt to en- 
goge in tliia. If, upqn ivHection, he said to him- 
self, " I will have nothing to' do with this mat- 
ter; I will not be led on by llic wicked counsel 
of that cvil-mindod man" — if he keeps that reso- 
lution, bus there been any wrong done — any crime 
committed ? Did Mr. Gilbert ever offer a reso- 
lution for Triplcit's book, or vote fur it, or do 



anything in the world about it ? No , neTcr; .■ n 
ing whatever. And even SwerRcy does n->: r - , 
tend he ever promised to introduce it or v.,!- 5 
it, or that he knew of this order on ibr- C;r ti^ 1 
, Mr. Sweeney's hands, and pnyal'lo to hin;. T.^ 
lime fixed expired wiUi the last aifssion, ar d ; 1 
this matter was never pending before CoLrr -. 
It W08 never presented or offered to be pr-f r' | 
to Congress. This committee must ird, J 1 
sharp-scented, trying to smell out corru^ 
afar, to urge this matter here under this rr: 
finMK— a matter never presented to or pern!,-,- . 
Cniigress. Sweeney was three several um- . I j 
if Mr» Gilbert was to have any of the tan- r ri 
any had been rcceivpd^and each time C5ui-i: ^ 
and dous not affirm or deny the fact; ssyz 1: j 
time there was a misupderstandinfir, (ihaj r ■, 
have been between Sweeney and Hiin^I:", 1 
one else knew of it;) and finally sayBi ia it-. , j 
answergivcnonhisfirsiexamiiMitioii.iba' *m!- ; 
was no arrangement between Mr. Giibesi:-. 
myselfby whiiih I was to pay him aiiytliii-r ' 

I liavc shown, by atilhority, that no ■ ; 
committee can investigate the conduct of 
member unless he iiiexpreaBly named in lU<. 
of Uie House for such investigation, or j 
they are expressly authorized to make su?!; .- 
qiiiry as "they propose to make in regrrd m r ■ 
When was JVIr, Gilbert firat nam.;d u. i.- 
House as being chared wiih an^ miso-ni*:: 
To-day— yes, sir, to-day; and written ond.r*:- 
nccusation comes the hasty and Buniinart;,- 
U'nce of the 'committee! And the Houseur-- 
vote tlie accusation true, and the senuw' t.-. 
by a single vote under the operation of ihf 
vious question ! 

Mr. D.4VIS, of Maryland. I presum: ::- 
gentleman does not desire to do mc injus'i:'. 
\ Iiaa been stated here half a dozen times, tbi- 1 
had moved the previous question u^on ib-.i-- ■ 
olutions. That is a mistake. I movtd itn : : 
report be received and printed ; and I then or.- ; 
the previous question upon thn motion 10 jtl . 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I an i-r; 
glad the geudcman has made the corrcct.'<j. ! 
supposed the previous question would exicr4 - ' 
the vote upon the resolutiona. 

I will refer to another case wliicli occurred r.' j 
tiiis prescntCon^rcss — thaiof Mr. Herbeki. K- 
was charged with murder, and yet this H ' . 
refused to order even a committee of inv" ] 
lion. He was indicted for that crime; or. li-' -'■ 
trial the jury did not agree; on the s-^coi:'' ■ : 1 
he was acquitted. He ia still a memb..r j:' ' ' 
House. If there has been any criminal oiTix-: '■ 
cither of these cases, they are as open to 1* r" • I 
ecuted iti any coun of law as that wan. » t | 
should n trial b(^ had before a select cnriiic. . ! 
ho!djn*;nse!n-l Rf'PsioD.rorasmtillrrofff Rat", -' ; 
this Htmae would nnirvoti order tin invcsii^j: .. 1 
when [lie charge wiia that tlm^membfr liivr ■ 
mittcd lii;;iu'st crime known to the Uv-' | 

If tliesi' tiiiULers do not amount to acrir.. .■ 
ofTenfle, they arc still mor*; unworlby of n" ■ 
But they arc of such anaiure, in carli casiM': 
a criminal offense if legally established. : ■ 
then, should these charges be trifd ? If :!;cy! 
any real foundation, certainly in a coun of i • 
If the parties nre innocent, let them \ iridi . 
if guilty, li'tthcm be tried before the proi>t: *>'.-■ 
nal, and their guilt established in the pr-Ti-: ■-" '■ 
legitimate way. In the one case, the^y ahfrti J ; ; 
be prejudiced: in the other, no one woulii ' 
to their expulsion from the House. 

1 am not here defending crime. If tht? 
criminals, " prove and punish, " /am d- f-u-- : 
the privileges of this EIousc, insisting th^t;! 
sliall not be struck doM) in the person of ayc'-' 
league. I am claimir^ that no man shcii^J .'^ 
condemned unheard, nor without the furesia.: 
fairest opportunity toestablish his innocerrr. 1' 
tlte courts these men would be protected lir-' 
the safeguards of the Constitution; thcyfi]::<;'- 
be cqunl'y so protected in this Hall. 

Th" rosfilution appointing thisf commit!' t ti' 
ill-considered and ill-advised. This wh^;.. :r - 
cceding is wrong. I concur fully with wbat & 
said by General Bayly, of a committee n^sei 3 
a former Congress, and who claimed to hav; d 
some extent a kind of general authority; but c;> 
lainly nothing liko'irfiat is daimfd by tbii cic- 
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Mr. Bayljr aaitl: " If there is any accusation 
i^itiiist any individual mcmbftr, lite House haa a 
.•iglit, for tlie proLecljon of its own digHiiy, to 
nvfrtliirate his conduct, and expel liim if the 
;!itir;e U well founded. But, sir, I luattie, I con- 
.oniii, I deteat, thii sort of fisliiiig iuvcsti^ation, 
vhcn notliiiig is alleged a^inal any member of 
.Ilia House, but a general accusation ia made, and 
I committee raised to see if someihing cannot be 
bund out prejudicial to the reputation of some 
neinber of the body to which we all oug;ht to be 
iroud to belong; but God knows I would not 
■emain in it a day, if I believed one halfof what 
ny colleague suspects." 

1 was not present when this resolution was 
tdopled; but after what has now taken place, I 
lever would vote to raise an investigating com- 
nittec unlestf a distinct and specific charge was 
nadeo^inst some person named by a rL'sponsible 
iccuBcr.'Ltnd supported byBufficieiillegal evidence 
o justify such a measure. I would never estab- 
ish an inquisition or a fishing committee, direct- 
its pursSit sfter this man or that, at_pleasure, 
Icicrmmed to show its power and patriotism on 
;omebody, and swayed in its purposes by party 
lelingB, oy pas.sion or prejudice, or any chance 
nfurmniioii ordirc'clion that may be given to it. 
jut \vc have done a worse thing than that. "We 
lavo passed a general law to milk out corruption 
rom corinpt witnesses by otferin°^ premiums, 
minuntticti, and protection to whoever will ac- 
■us'; a mimbcr of Congress — a premium for treach- 
ry and falsehood. Tlie lobby, denounced as so 
corrupt and rornipting, arc. all invited to throw 
heir criminality on the shoulders of an^ ntember 
(gainst whom tliey may liave ilUFeelui^. You 
ia\'G surrounded every member by ready wit- 
lesses to reinomber every incautious word, to 
vatch, with a foe's malignity, every expression, 
attach to them his own meauingiand relate 
h<!m ill ht.s own manner. 

My experience in courts haa taught me to dis- 
:rcdit the testimony of the infonner and accom- 
ilice — to require as full proof in corroboration of 
heir evidence as would be sutHcieitt without it-, 
tnd ipch is; in fact, tlie practice, far corrobora- 
jon IS required not only as lo the body of the 
iffensc, but that the accused was tlie person com- 
niitiog it. ■ The maxim of the law is just that 
* no credit should be given to him who alleges 
lis own turpitude.". In courts, accomplices ond 
nformera arc received with great i-eluciance. It 
8 said: '* The law confesses its weakness by 
^UitifT in the assistance of thos^ by whom it has 
jcen broken. It offers a premium to treachery, 
tnd destroys the last virtue which clings to the 
legraded transgressor." I once saw un nccom- 
)Ucc brought into court to give evidence against 
wrsons he had charged as being engaged with 
lim in a robbery, in order to be 'lischarged from 
irosccutlon for a later crime. He told ilie story 
)f the robbery with all the (Binuie parliculars, 
ind was confirmed and corroborated in evei'y 
larticular where facta were known to others. lie 
jorc tlie ordeal of a long and close cross-exaniiii- 
ition without changing a word of his evidence, 
vithout the Icusl evasion or hesitation; and in 
ho crowded court-room, perhaps the judge was 
iie only person save the accused and their coun- 
tcl who doubted its truth. I knew the Judge did 
loubt it by the patient indulgenctf with which 
le allowed it so long to continue, and by the few 
questions htf asked. He — 1 refer to Justice More- 
iniise — was not only an execHeill judge, but one 
"if tlie iirst of men. i muy say so now without 
lattery, for he is no longer living. When 1 had 
learly abandoned all hope, at the suggestion of 
me of the prisrfnrrs, an inquiry wro mndu about 
changing the stolen property frtim the place where 
t was first secreted — a fact of wliich therv was 
Jlhcr proof. The witness readilyanswered, told 
vhere and how it was done, namrly — by the 
ariaonets— and that he saw them do it from awin- 
iow at liis father's house, giving the date, more 
than a yeor beforcj which wos a few days after 
llie robbery;) said it was in the night, between 
nine and ten o'clock — but it was a bright moon- 
!iglit ni;rhi, almust as light as day, and he could 
iH- them plainly, although the place was one 
tiniidrcd rods or more distant. An almanac was 
Procured of that year, and by it it appcarc I the 
nioon ilid not rise on ihQ night he stated thd 



property was removed, ttntil near morninj. And 
then a witness, who remeiiibered being out that 
night, was called, who stated it was dark and 
rainy. Immalcriat as this fact was, it saved the 
ac^iised. The judge had the moral cournje to 
tell the jury that the witness was unwortliy of 
credit. They left the room, only to return an 
ininiediaie verdict of acquittal. It was afterwards. 

E roved, beyond doubt, that the witness, his own 
rother, and another person, committed the rob- 
bsry. He stated tlio truth as to all the fkcis In 
relation to the crime— the falsity of his evidence 
was aloiie in naming the pcrsojie who were not 
with him, instead of those who were. 

Look at Sweeney, with a contract given to him, 
held by him, never seen or heard of by GtLncRT. 
Is he worthy of credit wheri' he seeks to transfer 
his own criminality to another.' There is not a 
fh(',i or circumstance to corroborate his story; but 
many that give it the lie direct, and that are totally- 
irreconcilable and inifonsistentwith it. The evi- 
dence altogether is of the most suspicious kind — 
admissions, talk, convermuions. impressions, in- 
ferences, hearsay, conjectures, and $v.^icion3, all 
depending on the accuracy and honesty of Swee- 
ney — all placed beyond the chance of any contra- 
diction, by being fixed up as having" occurred 
between them clone, when there was no eye to nee, 
and no carlo hear. Professing rehictanee, he in- 
vites every inquiry; coiling himself up in ihescaiy 
circles of cautious perjury, he is eontinuaily fight- 
ing contradictions and denials in advance, which 
he says he anticipates. No unprejudiced pinn 
can read his testimony, and not say one thing at 
least: tliat it haa satiwlied him* the witness is a 
corrupt, dishonest man. But in no instance of 
any conversation are the words, or the import, Or 
substance, pretended to begiven. Such evidence 
is always dangerous, and never reliable. 

I refi r to Stiirkie's Evidence, volume 1, pages 
4G1, 4C2, and note. It is a standard and ele- 
mentary work. 

Of al! kinds of evidence, that of extra-judi- 
cial and casual observation is the weakest and 
most ansatiafaotory ; such words are often spoken 
without serious intention, and thoy are always 
liable to be mistaken and misremcmbcrod; and 
their meaning is liable to be misrepresented and 
exaggerated. A hearer is apt to clothe the ideas 
of the speaker as he understands themi in his 
owji language; and by this translation the real 
meaning mus; often beloai, A witness, loo, who 
is not entirely indifTurent between the parties, 
willf frequently, without bein; conscious thnt he 
does BO, give too high a'coloring to what has been 
said . , 

"The ncerssify fnr caution cannot lie too 
strongly and emphatically impressed, where p.Tr- 
ticularexpressionsaredf Ljilcd ineYidr>ne<^, which 
were used a( a remote distance of time; or to 
which the attention of the witnep^^-s was not 
particularly cailt'd; or where mi-seonception was 
likely to arise from their silunlion and the cir- 
cumstances nnder which they were placed; or 
from the prejudices of the witness, cpprci.tily if 
his object vas to extract an eulmission for the 
purposes of the cnus«>. Such evidence is fabri- 
cated easily; co'nlradietcd .with diffloiilty. In 
ertsts rflhUU'ind, the eoiidvct of the pariit-'^, •mil fhof^e 
fact^ atid circvinsltinccs of tbf. ca'^e which are f ee 
from suspicion, dr.' fi-equcntl)j the S(;fc^; and mrey-t 
guides to truth. Evidence of this nature is of the 
very weakest kind where* it is doubtful whether 
the party making the aditiifiston knew his legal 
rights' and situation. 

" I oiiei; heard aharned jud^e, (now no more,) 
in summitjg up on a trial for loigery, inform the 
jury that tlie prisoner, in a conversation which 
ho had had with one of the wi'tnepsea, had Raid: 
' I am the drawer, the acrpfitor, and the indorscl' 
of the bill.' Whilst the learned Judge was com- 
menting on tfio force of those expressions, he 
was, tit the instance of the prisoner, set riijht as 
to the staleniont of ihe^witness, which was, that 
the prisoner hnd said: ' I Lncw the drawer, the 
acceptor, rind the indorser of the bill,' Had the 
witness, Ond not tlic jud^c, made the mistake, 
the consequences mi^htJiave been fatal. The 
prisoner was acquitted." 

Cha;iccJlorWalworth,in thecase of Law against 
Merrill, us^s this emphatic language: 
■< Svidencc^io establish aftirtby^tlitfii^iMloni 



of a party should always be scrutinized and re- 
ceived with caution. /( is the mostdangmna that 
can be admiiled in a coWt of justice, and the most 
liable to ahust. Although a witness is perfectly 
honest, it is impossible, in most cases, for him to • 
give the exact words in which an admission was 
made, and even the transposition of the word's 
of a party may give a meaning entirelydiflierent 
from that which was intended to be conveyed to 
the witness. '.'—8 ffend., 277. 

How much weaker is it wjicn the honesty of 
the witness, as well as his accuracy, is called ill' 
question — when he admits his own crimitmltty — 
and thus renders him8cfrmi\rt)rthy of credit. I 
fear this has not been remembered "by the commit- 
tee. Similar authority, may be found in every 
work on evidence. (Sec 1 Cow. and Hill's Notes, 
p. 377.) The charge is founded" alone upon 
Sweeney's testimony. He makes it against a 
man who heretofore n«s' hfW the highest reputa- 
tion forcharacterand integrity; that alone should' 
be a perfect shieM. If streh testimony'is to be- 
taken 80 freely and confidingly, then there is not 
a member hire who rtmynolhnTechargestrumpetl' 
up against him. And we must consider, too, that- 
the world is not a jury Waiting to hear the final 
decision. Tliis report will go out, and with it 
char,'je3 aijainst the ehnrtcter of Mr, GiLPtitT 
which hv has had no oppOrtnrriiyto meSt. It wiH 
make an impression npop.the public i;nind', and' 
nothing ffirit can be done hereafierwiil turn back 
the tide of pubhc opinion, and refnetate him in' 
public confidence. Afterhis name has been made 
odious, who will stop to hear or remember his 
vindication, if it should come long nfterwHrds? 
■ Is it not true that th'fe ,righta of every mem[>er 
upon thisfioor are invnlved in this decision, aS 
are also the rights of every member's constitu- 
ents? And T insist that this special report should 
be sent back to the committee, with the instruc- 
tions I have monfioned. It does not contain any- 
thing which the resolution appointing the com- 
mittee requires. It contains what purports to bv 
their conclusions, drawn from the evidence; and 
they say in this very report that there is a general 
report upon the subject of inquiry committed to 
them, aud. that the entire evigenre is annekcd to 
thnt general report; and doubtlesf, also, their' 
opinion as to what action, if any, is necessary on 
ibat subject. What more do yoii want The 
whole dutyof the pommiitt* isxfischarged. I am 
willing to receive that report and adopt it. But 
why are there four special reports to be received 
or acted iipon? They ore HiH>n other subjects, 
and outside ofxhe direction of this Honse. The 
conimiitnc go nut of their way to originate other 
char^jes a^inst indivtdnal members, and then 
make their special rennria in these other cases. 
Can such an instance W fourid in the history of' 
the past? And beside, thoy are mere' nrgnments 
of counsel againRt the men thus improperly as- 
eftilfd, not even containing tlte evidence, bnt their 
inferences of what the cvidTctf' tends to prove. 
Who ever heard of a grand jitry indicting a man 
and then sendhig an argument along to \irge his 
conviction? , . • 

There is anotbfT thing of which I thinlf the ac- 
cused have a right to complain. TTie committeB 
have published at! this' one-aJdefl, r,r purfe ^evi- 
dence. It is a rnle of parliamentary law, and it 
is one of your own ritics. that no committee shall 
publish, or order to be printed, any matter brforo 
them. That is to be done by thf Hpuse; and yet 
this evidence, takrn in secret, and not permitted 
to be Itcai-d by any mnn outside of the commiltee'- 
room, has been p'rtniL'd, and is row in thi' hands 
of the edtinrs or ttt*o or three papers in the city 
of New York, to be published to the world. Do 
yon not do injui^ice to the accused hy this? 
Would a grand jury allow of such n proceedine? 

I bcs-gcirtlemen to remember thnt they may do 
great injustire in thf^r extreme desire to hunt up 
crime in their holy horror of corruption. If they 
have found « man who may have bwh guilty of 
some imprudence or indisrretion, or what isjust 
as had, is accused of it, itisftr fi-nm acting fairfy, 
as judges, to cry out "mad dog!" and hunt him 
down, and ponr out upon his devotetl bead all the 
indignation that bH the members of Congress feel 
against villainy and corruption inpeneral. Were 
I to bo tried for any crime or offirfis?; Xr'KV^Ain''^ 
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suspected of doing a aimilu- thing with that 
oharaed against me — by men with clean hands 
and honest hearts — men above the reach of sus- 
picion, who would be slow to credit such an 
accusation against another; not by judges who 
'Utought the condemnation of another necessary 
to vindicate tbeir'own innoeeoeei or to exonerate 
them from suspicion. I say this in answer to the 
argument used by the gentleman from South Car- 
ohna [Mr. Orr] the otlier day, that the men in- 
tended by Simonton should be named and pro- 
ceeded arainat, that 'he and every other member 
of the House might be relieved and exonerated 
from suspicion. Assuming that every chaise 
against Coneress is true, and must be laid on 
some one's »ioulderB, in my judgment there is a 
want of manliness in avowing such a motive of 
action, or u^ing such an argument to influence 
the action orotEeni. He that fears he may be 
atwpeeted can hardly be an impartial judge of the 
accused. I can say to that gentleman,lie does 
himself injustice by such an argument. 

I assume that the committee only want to do 
what the House directed them to do. I would 
not assume anything else unless they show by 
their conduct that they do desire to go beyond 
their authority. There are to be four or five of 
these special reports besides the regular report, 
which i<r, alonct a fiill compliance with the order 
of thfl House. 

Hie SPEAKER. There is only one report 
made to the House, and that is a report in full, as 
the Chair understands it. The Chair does not 
receive a report in part. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I got my 
informatioQ from outside rumors. And the fact 
will turn out, I think, as I have stated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair receives the re- 
port ia full. It is not competent for the commit- 
tee to make a partial one witliout special leave. 
~ Mr. BENNETT, of New York; I ask if it 
is not just to the accused that their privileeee 
and rights should be protected, and that this 
committee should' report only the evidence taken 
in relation to tlie general subject about which only 
they were directs to inquire ? and also that they 
should state, in that report, or by reference to the 
evidence, whether, in the course of ttiefr incjuiry, 
any members have been implicated? Then the 
House can take such action (if any is necessary) 
as may be deemed proper in r^rd to them, 

5:iving to the accused every opportunity of de- 
ense. This is demanded as a right, that they 
may hot be prejudged or condemned before they 
are heard, and that they may establish their in^ 
aocence by confronting their accusers, and having 
a fair trial. That is what I regard as a right, not 
to be denied, and trust the committee will not 
object to this course. It is what is requiifd by 
parliamentary law — by every principle of consti- 
tutional and criminal law. If they have been 
involved in the course of these 'inquiiies, specific 
charges should be made out against them, and a 
committee appointed to try them, or they should 
be tried at the bar of the House; and then I trust 
that this mass of disjointed, inconsistent testi- 
mony may be met and answered, and its errors, 
inaccuracies, and falsity be detected and ekposed. 
Are any members^ of the committee afraid that 
these men will show themselves innocent? One 
gentleman [Mr. Davu, of Maryland] has said 
their guilt will be covered up for want of time to 
try tiiem. Itraatnot. Thewantof time should 
not be spoken of. In the language' of an old 
authority, " If there is time for accusation, there 
is time for vindication also." Justice can only 
be done in this way. Let Sweeney and his con- 
federates repeat their charees, and give their evi- 
dencewhere they can be placed under the torture 
of a cross-examination at the same time; for it 
is a torture to dishonest witnesses. Put them to 
that ordeal and test of truth, and see it the U-iers 
do not discover in their manner or Uieir testi- 
mony that which should discredit iL Nothing 
of this can now«ppear. 

1 ha'Ve said all I desire to say. I do not mean 
to assail anjr man. I do not mean to charge any 
design of doing wrong upon the committee; but 
I protest sgaiDst the ;tiri«lMttM».they have as- 
suRted — against the course of action they have 
pursued. Under such a coarse of proceeding 
thsM is ao aseufity for any man. The privileges 



which have been assured to us, and heretofore 
enjoyed, which have been fought for ao earnestly 
for a^s in the House of Commons of Enslsnd, 
are struck down by ourselves tn our own Halls, 
and we become the most helpless body of men 
upon the face of the earth,' incapable of self-defense 
or setf-preservation, subject to be accused and | 
condemned by Anybody and everybody in defi- 
ance of the law, of constitutional right, and every 
safeguard which is secured to the nuiiiblest indi- 
vidual in the land. 

This course of proceeding will nerer do. We 
must not be quite po anxious to offer up victims. 
We must not be so very aSxious for blood,* to 
convince the public that we are pure. I think the 
public will judge more correctly of Congress than 
to require that to be done. I do not think it is 
any evidence that a man is better than his fellows, 
because he seeks to pronounce a hasty and cruel 
judgment upon them. I therefore beg every 
member of this House to look carefully at the 
authorities which I shall publish with my remarks, 
and if they will not listen to me, to listen lo the 
voice of experience, and to the wisdom of those 
who have gone before us. 

I have spoken of the committee as a body. So 
far as they have made the general report, and 
acted in accordance with the authority and direc- 
tion given, they are unanimous; but so far as 
these special reports are concerned, which, an I 
contend,*are irregular, and outside of their com- 
mission, and should.not be received or acted on in 
the House, they are not unanimous. The chair- 
man of the committee, 1 am informed, makes & 
dissenting report, on the ground that the commit- 
tee should follow the rule in JefTerson 's Manualv 
(which is also tlie rule of the House,) and report 
only the fact of members being involved to tite 
House, and that these special reports are there- 
fbre irregular and unauthorized. So that the com- 
mittee themselves are not unanimous on the ques- 
tion of admitting and acting on these speciaTand 
separate reports. 

NAVAL DEPOT AT BRUNSWICK, GEOftQZA. 

SPEECH OF HON. A. IVERSON, 

OF GEORGIA, 

Ik the Sbn&te, Janm*ry 20, 1857, 

On the bill ouihorlBiiig tho eMtKblNhment o( a Navnl Depot 
on Blyihe I»Iftnd,at Brunswick, on the cnast of Georgia, 
Biid for otber purpoMs; tbe pending qiiMtion being on 
tlie'motloa of Mr. Hallort io reeommlt the bill to tbe 
Conmluee on Nsvsl AllUn. 

Mr. IVERSON said: Mr. President, if I had 
consulted my healih, I should not have been in 
the Senate to-day. I was sulTcrin? pain yester- 
day; I am suficring more to-day. I ought really 
to be confined to my room rather than be here; 
but the interest I feel in common with my con- 
stituents in this bill compels me 4o forego all per- 
sonal considerations, ana to trespass, as briefly as 
possible, on the attention of the Senate in discuss- 
ing the merits of the subject before us. I did not 
expect or intend to enter upon a discussion of the 
merits of the bill on the motion of the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. MALLoarj to recommit it to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. I was content 
to let thatraotion be decided by the Senate, with- 
out debate upon the merits of the bill; but the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina [Mr. Butler] thought 
proper, in the speech which he delivered yester- 
day, to enter at some length upon tbe merits of 
the question, not so much, it is true, as to Uie 
capacities and claims of Brunswick, but as to 
those of another place, which it seems is to be 
brought forward as a rival to it; and I feet justi- 
fied, therefore, in going to some extent into the '■ 
whole subject before tlie Senate. I the more 
readily take this course because I suppose that 
this motion to recommit may be'considered and 
prove to be a teet question upon the bill itself. 
Although, as I stated yesterday, it may not be 
the intnUUn of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to give the bill the go-by in this way, yet doubt- 
less that would be the clTect of the motion if it 
prevails. If it goes back to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs it will not, in all probability, be 
reported back to tlie Senate in time for its action 
during ibe pr— cat session. IcaIl,tWreforf,upou 



all the friends of the bill, if it has any fric iid* - 
this floor, to stand by me in resisting this hiu- - 
in the firm persuasion that if it prevails thr ■ 
will be defeated. I object to tbe reconimitT,- 
of the bill because I see no e;ood reason it- 
should take that course. All the iiirtjnfl.i''- 
which can possibly be obtained bearing oj i > 
subject is already before the Senate. I d." 
be|ieve that the Committee on Naval Aifjir' 
bring forward any new facts which can tri j 
the judgment of tne Senate. So for as tbe ■ 
ties and qualities of the harbors on the sro:' Jt 
Atlantic cosst are concerned, with refer«r.<-^ .- 
the establishment of a naval depot, the ni'»i t-'.. 
rate surveys and examinations have aln^yu- 
made, under official authority, of every pU' - 
has any pretensions whatever for such an v 
lishment. In 1837 a survey of the harbnrari -- 
Royal, as well as other southern ports, L'..i. 
wide included, was made, under orders fnn- i 
Navy Department, by Lieutenant Stockton, ., , 
the accuracy of his examinations and repnrii 
been tested by subsequent surveys vaitc ^ 
most competent and reliable naval offiJ-ors -ji . j 
instructions from the Gov<Tnment, and rsf-..; I 
by ofScerd attached to the oiSce of the Cmis: ■ 
vey. So that there can be no.doubt or diffi- t 
in relation to the facts which bear upon i)u r^'. \ 
Now, sir, the Senate is as well ahlc to forrr. a ^ > j 
rect .opinion upoa these facta already c-ii-! ' 
printed, and in our poBscssion, as the Cora-L -.: I 
on Naval Affairs. It does not require u. 
Bearchea*of that committee lo enlighten thcNr- 
ate upon a subject already within the puk-.- 
every one to understand. Xhere Is, ihercfutt, 
necessitv for the reference demanded. 

Mr. President, in 1827, as I have stBi*d, ;-- i 
harbors of Port Royal and Brunswick wki. tr- I 
vcyed and particularly examined by Licai" 
Stockton, of the Navy. In 1836 the Seriat? ■ 
a resolution instructing the Sfecreiary of ib-.N'- 
to appoint a commission of naval officers l? i- 
amine personally the Tariou^ harbora on tl^ I 
lantie coast south of the Chesapeake Ekt, v, . 
a view to determine upon the most eliji"'!- r 
for a navy-yard. Acommission was acwriij-;- i 
insututed, consisting of Captains Wqol«ev,i.-i- 
ton, and Sliubrick, the latter gentlem:Mj 6 : 
a native of South Carolina,- and natumi.vv'. 
feelings and prejudices io faTor of hiit own S :' 
I will here take occasion to aay, that in sc.^- - - ' 
marks submitted by me yesterday, I misKx !: 

fintleman for the present Commodore Shu.- 
now learn that it was the brother of lYn L 
modore. Tbe resolution of the Senate >. : 
which they were appointed directed rh^b" 
examine the ports south of the Chesapcnt- tL. 
with a view to their comparative facilities C' 
vantages for the establish ment of a onrr-yi.: 
These commissioners proceeded under ii - 
tions from the Navy Dcjiartment, to makf i '- ■ 
sonal and minute examiaation of all the h^;: ■ 
on the southern Atlantic coast and Flontin, - 
as Pensacola. They were men of ejcpt-ri' . 
science, and of ability; they were chnrg'd ?. . 
special duty; they had ample time in pt-iiV r 
accurately and faithfully; they spent maiivri:< 
in the prosecution of their labors; theyt'x.)t 
personally, a^d with scientific instrumencf: ' ' 
tliey made a full and complete report to tif > • 
retury of the Navy upon all the placpp rxarr 
In February, 1837, Mr. Dickervon, tiu-n &■ ■ 
tary of the Navy, submitted their rcpL>r: u i • 
grcss. In that report those commission.-r- ' 

" We bava given to the subject mil (he rcrt^i-ii-' . 
llanalional lmportancedP.man<fF,hBve prrsonal!i r 
Ihe several porta wlio«e ilraugtitor ivaier gnve rlLin ' 
lie nuei)tion,and liavc laaiurcly welftied Uicir rvU:i>'^ 
tsniiona to ttie favomUe coasideraliMi •Ttlie G^nru : 
■ "The und<;raigne(l,arrivir(Bnt n pref'creiicf I'of i: . 
lar port, liavu UiKcardPd .Ml prvjudice of a tooal and 
saiarfi, and Imve SDlHy t»Ma influenced by a ^iti ■ ■ 
(rftlie public fond. As a tisalH fw tbeir 
looked for fiuidauicutal princiiMefl, and ti.-tvc i^ci .- 
bv the great dfaidurais in a naval c^iubti^liui'-ia > ^' 
Thny may be claorcd undrr Ihe fbUowniz licm;.. ;Liii ' 
value im the order In which tbej Mnad," kc. 

They examined Charleston, Port P.or.;;^. 
vannan, Darien, Brunswick, St. Mnrv V. -'i 
West, and the Tortugas. They di-cidr ■ 
Charleston, Darien, St. Mary's, Kt-y W . , 
Tortugas, because of the HhallOwn.-ss nfii -- ■ 
ter on their bar?, not admitting the cuii-s;. - - | 
any vessel lai^er than a sloop-nf-war. TJi : 
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narrow down the Mlection, therefore, to three 
poiniB, nz: Beaufort, (Port Royal,) in South 
Carolina, Savannah, and Brunswick, in Qeorgia, 
They made a close and accurate personal and 
scientific ezatnination of these three points, and 
iiis wortliy of remark that the result of their ex- 
iniinations coincides fully with that made by Mr. 
Stockton nearlv ten years before. The cotnmis' 
sioners decided asaiDst Sarannah on the ground 
that, though she nas a greater depth of water ou 
licr bar tlian either Beaufort or Brunswick, yet a 
sufficient depth of water could not be carried up 
:hc Savannan river to a aafe and eligible pointfor 
the conslructioa of a navy-yard. The commis- 
sioners were no doubt correct inythis contusion. 
Savannah is not a proper place for such an estab- 
iahment; and so far as I am informed or beliere, 
ibe puis forward no clain for one. The State of 
Georgia has preferred no claim for such an estab^ 
ishment at Savannah. She asks that a aaval 
icpotbe established nt Brunswick, from a con- 
rictton that Brunswick has superior advantages 
3ver any and all other southern Atlantic ports, 
Eler Legislature, at its last session, passed joint 
resolutions instructing her Senators, and request- 
in* her Representatives in Congreca, to use their 
nitons ill procuring, ihe adoptmn of this measure. 
It is in obedience to these resolutions, as well as 
■jy consult the public interest, that the bill under 
:onsideration has been submitted to the action of 
Con^^reBS. 

It seems, therefore, that the contest for this 
laval depot is narrowed down between Beaufort, 
n South Carolina, and Brunswick, in Qeorgia. 
N^ow, I propose to examine the claims of these 
:wo points, and in doing so, will " nothing ex- 
:enuaie or set down aught in malice." f will 
jtatc every fact fairly in favor of Port Royal 
lound ana bar that can have any bearing upon 
the subject. 

The commissioners (Woolsey, Claxton, and 
Shubrick) nnakc the following remarks: 

" As a bula Ibt tbeir decision, they liave iMked tbr fun- 
lameiital principles, and have been guMed by the great do- 
iidRrnia in a naval establlabment on iliore. Tbsy nay be 
:lrif8i;U Under Ihe following head*, aiid obtsbi value in the 
Mtler in wtiioh tlicy statid, viz ! 

*'l. Suffleient dnpth of water to permit free seetss, at any 
itaie or tide, lor the lieavlciit clasAof sUps-otwar. 

'■-3. Defense by land and by water. 

"3. Besourcoaand supplies of every kind for the speedy 
Kjuipmcnt of Iheta. 

4. Salubrity at everf nason of the year, 

"&. Ampls supply WHSsta water. 

«ft FKiliiyurwIiBilliiiandda^i^" 

They say: 

" As no port snnth of the Chesapeake possesses all these 
idvjintages, (and, indeed, there Is but one in the whole 
L'nion which does powft* them,) it has bemme the duly 
if (lie undersigned, bv the revolution of the Senate, to dc- 
lifntate that oncwiiicli seemed tu them to have the greater 
number of approximating quaJiflcations." 

Now, Eir, iu rclattoQ to the first (wint, which 
is, perhaps, the most material, and without which 
jf course all the others have no value, let us in- 

ilitute a comparison of the depth of water on the 
>ars and in tne harbors between Port Royal and 
Brunswick. The commissioners say in relation 
\o Eeauforl, or Port Rosral: 

■*This hartmrwaa Muveyed by Lieutenant Stockioa In 
:82S. IIU report has been tested by soundinuand obscrv- 
icion, and its general correctness a^ceriainej. The arm of 
he sea, which enters between Hunting and Hilton's Ii>lond«, 
i known as Pen Royal Sonnd. It is sufRcienily devp and 
mpaciou) to accommodate the Isnest fleets, but, tike all 
Ue ports south of the Chesapeake, tabors under the dixad- 
>antn^ of liaving a har placed at its entrance. From the 
lar to Beaufort, the distance is about eighteen uiiles. A' 
letter position for a nnvy-yard can be fnttiid in the viciniiy 
)f Beaufort than at the town. The bar liaa aa average 
leptli of seventeen feet, which pen»ita,Hith a full tide, the 
mssage of a frigate. Bcaulbn is [ilaccd in the line of in* 
emal naviiiaiion between Charleston and Savannah, and 
Hence, if blockaded by an enemy by sea, has a safe and 
tpeedytfansport of supplies. The absence of a fk«sh water 
nver and mantaea saena to asmire as great a degree (tf 
lealifa as in any of the soothe ra bartMrs.'' 

Beaufort then, according to this report, has an 
average depth of seventeen feet on the bar at meon 
low water. That corresponds with the report of 
Lieutenant Sttickton. It is the result of the per- 
sonal examination of these three naval captama; 
l>ut aubsequently to that time, in 1855, another 
survey, under the instructiona of the Coast Survey 
DlHcc, was made by Lieutenant Maffitt. I have 
before me a chart furnished by the Coast Surve/ 
Office, which lays down tbs ■Dandiogn of «li the 



channels which lead over the three bars of Port 
RoylU Sound. 

There are thre«entrances to Port Royal Sound: 
the eaal^n, the Bou^eastern,aad the southern 
channel. The eastern channd carries only four- 
teen feet at mean low water. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is put down here at seTen- 
teen feet. 

Mr. IVERSON. The diort docs not state so. 
The Boutheoatern and southern channels carry 

the largest quantity of water over the bar, and it 
is to them that I address myself. I think I can 
show to the satisfaction of any impartial man 
thai they have no advantage whatever over Bruns- 
wick in respect of water; and I draw mv conclu- 
sions from authentic information. Alluding to 
(he southeastern pass, Lieutenant Maflilt, in his 
marginal notes on this chart, gives the various 
bearings, and then states that" not leas than nine- | 
teen feet at mean low water" can be carried over 
this bar. 

There is, therefore; occordii^ to the survey of 
Lieutenant Maffitt, nineteen feet at mean low 
water on the bar in the soulheaalern channel. In 
the southern channel he also stales that nineteen 
feet at mean low water can be carried through. I 
concede, therefore, thai nineteen feet may car- I 
ricd at mean low water on cithcT uf those chan- 
nels, into Port Royal harbor; and wlien we get 
into the harbor it is sufliciently capacious for any 
fleet that would probably ever be anchored there. 

But let us proceed. Lieutenant Maffitt says 
that the mean rise and fall of Uie tides is six and 
six tenths feet; so that with nineteen feet at low 
water added uj the six and a half feet of high 
water, we have twenty-five and a half or twenty- 
six feet; Which is the deepest water that can be 
carijed over the bar at cither of these entrances, 
according to the soundings marked on this chart, 
and the marginal notes of the surveyor, 

Mr. MALLORY. I have the report of Lieu- 
tenant Maffitt before me, and he says that the 
mean rise and fall of the tides is seven feet. 'The 
spring tide is nine feet, and the neap tide is five 
feet, and there are twenty feet at mean ^ow 
water,accordingtothe Coast Survey, in tho chan- 
nel to which the honorable Senator now refers; 
so tt'.at if the report of Lieutenant Maffitt, which 
I hold in ray hand, be correct, there would" be 
twenty-nine feet at spring tide in this clionnel, 
and twenty-seven feet during high tide at the 
mean rise and fall. - 

Mr. IVERSON. I do not know how Lieuten- 
ant Maffitt makes a contradiction. The map I 
hold in my hand purports to be ** the United States 
survey or reconnoissancc of Port Royal entrance I 
and Beaufort harbor. South Carolina, by the 
hydrographic parly under the command of Lieu- 
tenant^. N. Maffitt, United States Navy.in 1855;" 
and from it I have read theso remarks, which 
state that over these channels nineteen feet may 
be carried, and that the mean rise and fall of the 
tide is six and six-tebths feet. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am sure my friend from 
Geoi^ia would not wish to haTe anything omitted 
in this statement, 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 will make a tme statement 
of the facts as far as 1 understand them. Per- 
haps there is a miaundentanding as to the point 
where the Udes rise. I called %t uie Coast Survey 
Office for the purpose of asceriaining these facts, 
and the officer in charge informed me that the 
mnan rise and fall of the tide inside of the bar at 
Port Royal station is six and six-tenths feet, the 
spring tide at the same place is sevtfn and aix- 
tehihs, and the mean rise and fall of the tide at 
the town of Beaufort is sevenand three- tenths, and 
the spring tide St the same place is eightand three- 
tenths feet. Lieutenant Maffitt, in that report, 
I presume, must mean the rise and fall of the tide 
at Beaafort. It is a siogolar fact that the rise and< 
fall of the tide is greater at Beaufort, eighteen 
miles from the bar, than a( the bar itself. While 
it is eight and three-tenths at the spring tide and 
seven and three^tenths at the mean tide at Beau- 
fort, it is only six and six-tenths on the bar, 
according to this chart, and titat ia what I base 
ray statement upon. Thatiaformation I obtained 
from the Coast Surrey Office, and I preanme it is 
correct. 

But it is a matter of very little consequence 
whether there be Kweaty-flve' and n half net of 



■ water on the bar at high tide at Fort Royal, or 
I twenty-six and a half feet. This is only sufficient 
I foran-iga[e,and not sufficient for a seventy-four. 
I admit there is sufficient water on the bar at Port 
Royal to carry a frigate at high water into tlie 
harbor, and as far as that is concerned, Bruns* 
wick has no advantage over Port Royal. 

I will proceed now to show that Port Royal 
can have no advantage orer Brunswick in auy one 
isolated respect. Thecommissioners,aftersiaiing 
the character of the harbor, say, in relation to 
the water at Brunswick: 

"Prooeediag townnb Uta land, bf travsnrini Uw wbol* 
breadth of the chaonel, iheSMadHVapwImllT ■hoaled M 
eighteen feet, whicli ia Oit leaM dnsni of water foond la 

the cliannel-way." 

Eighteen feet at low water, therefore may be 
carried over Brunswick bar. It is true, Lieuten* 
ant Trenchard, of the Coast Survey, in his recent 
examination, made during fast year, states that 
" St. Simon's bar runs neariy north and sontht 
is half a mile in length and less in width. Sev- 
enteen feet is carried over it at mean low water." 

The commissioners, ia 1836, reported that 
eighteen feet'might be carried over the bar at 
Brunswick at mean low water. N0w, sir, what 
depth may be carried at high water? The com- 
nitasionera state the mean rise of the tide wt 
six,feet, making twenty-fotir feet, Lientenaat 
Trenchard. puu it down at seventeen feet at low 
water, and the mean rise of the tide at seven feet, 
making twenty-four feet at mean high water, All 
concur that twenty-six feet may be carried over 
the bar at high spring tide. The twenty-four 
feet at mean tide, the commissioi^rs say, is suf- 
ficient for a frigate. , 

What advantage, then, has Port Royal over 
Brunswick? Cither of them will admit a frigate; 
neitherwilladmita seventy-four. Nofrigatecan 

Eass over either bar except at faich water, and at 
igh water any frigate of your Navy can go over 
Brunswick h^r aa *ell as over the bar at Port 
Royal. -A seventy-four cannot go into either of 
them. Where, then, is the practical difference? 
Mr. BUTLER. -I beg your pardon. 
Mr. IVERSON. If a seventy-four can go into 
Port Royal it can go into Brunswick also. Cer- 
tainly such n ship could only pass over either of 
these bars at high spring tide, and there is no ad- 
vantage in thai respect of one over the other. 

In Delation to the water on the bar at Bruns- 
wick, it is a fact that it has as much water as any 
navy-yard in the United States, with the except 
tion, perhaps, of three. Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire has forty-two feet 04 low water, and fifty 
and six-tenihs feet at high water, in mean ordi- 
nary tides, Boston has eighteen feet only at lov 
water, and twenty-eight feet at high water. Bruns- 
wick ia nearly equal to Boston. New York has 
twenty-four feet at low water, and twenty-eight 
and eight-tenths feet at high-water; I do not speak 
of spnng tides. Philadelphia has eiehieeo opd 
five-tenths feet at low water, and only twenty- 
four and five-tentlu foRt at high water; so that 
Brunswick is as good, or belter, than Phi)nd«l- 
phia. Norfolk lias twenty-one feet at tow water, 
and only twenty-three and five -tenths feet at high 
water, and at spring tides but twenty-three and 
eight-tenths feel, that BrunswiiA, at high tides, 
bos more water on its bar tlmn Noriblk. Pensa- 
cola, in Florida, where a navy-yard has been 
established, has twenty-one and five-tenths feet 
at low water, and oiily twenty-three feet at high 
water, and ot gyring tidei only Iwentjr-thrta and 
seven-tenths feet 
Mr. MALLORY, Twenty-four ftet. 
Mr.IVERSON. It isputdownhersattwentj- 
three and seven-tenths feet. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ships drawing twenty-four 
feet of water often go over iu 

Mr. IVERSON. That may be lo; bot cer- 
tainly it has not ss much water on the bar as 
Brunswick at high water, either at ordinary tides, 
or spring tides; so that, with the exception oflhree 
northern ports, Boston, Fortamoutn, and New 
York, Brunswick will compare favorably with 
any of the ports at which navy-yards have been 
catablished. I therefore come lo the conclusion 
that, although Port Royal has more water on tho 
bar at low tide, Brunswick has quite as much or 
more at high tide; and it ia only at high tide that 
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•o that then ia ro advanu^ vhnterer, bo far 
em water on the bar ia concerned, for Port BoyaX 
over Bniniwick. 

When yoaget into the harborvhattathecom- 
pariaon betvern these two places? White you 
otn carrv up to BIythe Island, oppoaite Brans* 
wick, where the naval depot is proposed to he 
establiBhed, from iw«nty-flTe to thirty feet of 
water,atMl sometimes even a ^eatcrdepth, after 
you get over the bar at Port Royal you cannot 
carry more than fourteen feet of water up to 
Beaufort, according lo the Coast Survey map by 
Lieutenant Maffilt. Six miles below Beaufort 
there are orily fourteen feet of water, and the tide 
there rises only six or seven feet; no that at high 
tide you have but twenty or twenty-one feet nf 
mter at Beaufort. I suppose thf def ot, if estab- 
lished there, mu.«i be at Beaufort, or close by it. 
You cannot go down and establish it upon the 
Salt marshes at the lower enfl of the island, bnl 
you must get on high, dry land, and the town of 
fjeaufort, or, as the commissioners say, sotnc 
place in its violnity must be the locality on which 
to oreet the proposed e»tabiiahment. In this rc' 
■f>ect Brunswick has decidedly the advantage 
overBaaufort; I speak of Brunswick and Blythc 
Island as coovertible terms: so also of Beaufort 
Mid Port Royal. . 

Then there ia another consfteration of com- 
parison between these two points. When you 
get into the harbor of Brunswick the vessel is 
saf^. Thsre is a larfce, capacious harbor, several 
miles in extent, with the best^nchorinf; ground 
perhaps in the world — at least there is nothing 
sapenor to it |hat wa know of. [t t» perfectly 
land-]o<-ked by the two islands of St. Simon "s ana 
Jekrl. They come, as these commissioners say, 
within one mile of each other, and yet afford tVi(> 
cosiest and safest channel of access periiaps of 
any harbor on tho southern AiInnticcoaBt. The 
bottom of the channel is gravel and hard sand, 
■o that there is no variatiolt or shifting of the 
channel; while at Beaufort or Port Royal the bar 
n composed of loose sand, and it is therefore 
fihi/ting like the bar at Charl^ton. I understand 
that sometimes a ship may come into Charleston 
drawing fiOecn or twenty feet of water on one 
flay, and on the next, after a storm IVom the eost- 
ward.'thc sand is up to the very throats of the 
buojrs in the channel; and so it is, in all proba- 
bility, at Port Royal, l^e character of the aound- 
iofSB there are alii^thei« difl>rent ftotn thoee at 
Bnuwwick, and must ever subject the entrances 
to variations and danger. 

Bnc placing this dtf^ultyoutof the way, when i 
you get over into the harbor at Port Royol, you j 
ore more exposed to the sea than nf Brunswick. 
There is nothing to protect it from storms at bpk. 
Ther* are three channels all open to the sea. But 
the moment you get over the bar, and pnss the ' 
ulands of Si. Simon's and JckyI, at Brunswick, ' 
you are perfectly safe; perhaps there ia not a 
•operior harbor on the globe for vessels, and there 
ia capacity enoug^ to Boat all the navies of tho 
world, an anchoring ground of the best descrip- 
tion, and this may be carried up to Blytiie Island, 
a distance of eig«t or ten miles' from the bar. 
Then, so fnr as regards the capacity and compar- 
ative safety of the two ports, f think the comnar- ' 
iaon is decidedly in favor of Branswick. 1 admit 
that Port Ro^l haaaa much advantage as Bruns- 
wick in relauon to the water over the bar; but, 
when that ia larmounied^and the vessel erets into 
the harbor, the advantage is deeidMlIy in favor of 
Brunswick.- 

The report of the commiasionern, in 1836, 
speaks of Brunswick harbor as followa: 

The watcM lorminB Uio port irf Drunxwick nrij Renenilly 
dn^i^Hteil iu Tuill'? nvur; liilt, projierly Rpciltliif;. il i-* an 
nrni oV ihn sou, whii'ti. utiLfiriiig tK.'iivi.-rii tli<' ii-i.intls 
Jfij I and St. s^iinori'iT, (Imvs iiiin th(! iiiieriur Tnr upwarils 
of iwi-niy inilw, Ibtmitti; awidi*, dwp, nmt BWdl-colnmn. 
Ae no Iri'.'.'ti unier river enifXlen intn iliL-i tusiii, ti i-iuhvays 
ftalt, irfi; rtoui nnU ;iliuvlal dc|x>j:ij; ami lioni-f, 

fmiimii I'lirly period of ttmc, im nlmn?-: wliattscr ti.-w lifrii 
pcrrppiiWc in tliR soundinjt^ or gLiitml character of tlic , 
porr," • i 

it has been die same sinctt ^ic British Oovern- < 
ment aurvcyed it whilu Georgia was n province , 
of that Crown, and selected it as the very best j 
port smith of the Chesapeake for a naval station. ' 

" Ptom the Inrge IflinHlKOf S%: SlmnnS snd Jekyi, Cwtiteh , 
wn dtMsnt fnon escti nUWH* alMut om mile,'*)— 

1 9Mk ihtf'Senan to ramark Uiav fiiH, beeanM it I 



has an important bearing oo the question of de- 
fense — 

*' and ninnlnjt seaWttrd for aboiit six mllMi, nreronnd hiUing 
two ejinnBivc sand-pita. At luw w«ti<t, portinpij of them 
arc laid bore ; and unle-aitie aea is uuuiiuaJJyiiinnnih, ibey 
form, in nearlv ihtir wliole t;\tent, lincst of contiiiuoiH 
brtiaki'ra. Iletwreii thi'M lines of furf ii(!s the olmnnfl. 
Whicli ht tbree-ftiunhs of s mile wide in Uie apii-lteada, aaa 
which enlantcs to a mUc booh alter catering." 

The channel is three-fourths of a mile wide 
o-vor the bar and enlarge* to a mile afier the bar is 
passed. 

" nnween tlie iph-hcMb we found twenty-two f«l at 
low water. Proceodlng toward* tli« land by uavonim? Uie 
whole breadth of the ctiannel, Ibo aoiiBdiiip gndually 
Glioak'd to pjglitei-n fi-f>t, wlildi i-* thcleaudrou|bl of watt>r 
founil in tlic i-bonnel way. About one oillR witliin tin' 
•frii lieada in the ■ micfdln'VrouDd.'whfdi inn bank of Kind 
ic»tii>R on the scHiihom or Jekyl qiU,nnd JiUtlnx Imo the 
cliaaiicl-way ■ome two bnndred Alhomn; but leaving a 
^um<:ii'iiity wide eigliteen-feet paFsnjpi towards ihe Su Si- 
nuin's or nortliem oplt, for a lar^ «Iilp, even With an ad- 
verso wind." 

Von sec, sir, hnwmuch facility there is in pass- 
ing over this baf of Bninswick — thtec rjoarters of 
a mile wide upon the bar, gradually widening to 
a mile, and sumctently large, even with an adverse 
wind, for the lareeat ship to pass in. I am cred- 
ibly informed — I have it here in an authetiiic 
letter; I have statements from various individuals 
whrt have been cye-witne^aes to the fact — thai 
cssoU d rawing from twenty to twenty-two foei 
of water have passed over the bar ana into the 
harbor of Brunswick without a pilot. Such is tlie 
fiicility and easiness nf access of that port. That, 
I think, cannot be said of Port Roya' 

So much in relation to the first point — the depth 
of watPr on the bars of those two places. The 
senond point is' (he capability of defense by land 
and water; and4n relation to this point there can 
be no sort of comparison between the two places. 
What do the commissioners say as to Brunswick? 
They say: 

" Tli(! isl:iinla t»r St. Bimon'a Bai Jekyt pranrat suitable 
pmliinii* fur cnenaivc workB, and n sand sfioiil, two milfs 
within, and in th« center of the river, (dry hi low wnier,) 
oirimlaa third bui» for ponerful defte»,aDd'MMHi ba^ 
terin will complete Uic whole.-' 

There is not, probably, a ]gort in the United 
States that has greater facilities of defense tlian 
Qrurtswick. 1 have before me achart, talcen from 
Uie<;oa8t Survey, of ihe port of Bninswidc and: 
Blythc Iskiiid. ^If any Senator will examine it, 
he will find that it is not only land-locked by the 
two islands of Jekyl and St. Simon^, which pro- 
tect it from easterly winds; but hmd-lockcd by 
the main land itself; for Turtle river makes a 
bend or hull*'circlet and BIythe Island lies north 
of the main land en' which the city of Brunswick 
i3 situated, and thertfore the main land juts down 
Olid comes between Blythc Island and the sea; 
30 (liat there cannot bo conceived a place better 

fTotflcted from stonns or an enemy than BIythe 
riand is and can be made. That is not the case 
in relation to Port Royal. There is no place 
there, that I, can perceive on tjie maps, where you 
can creel fortifications to protect a fleet or your 
works from an enemy, unless in the river of wan • 
fort; and even at the entrance of that river, if 
erected on both baoks, the fortifioalions must be 
at IcaBLtwo miles apart from each other. Asfiu- 
as that point is concerned, it seems to me the 
comparison is deci|}edly in favor of Brunswick. 
At any rate, it may be assumed as a fast, iJiat 
Brunswick is capable of the very beat defontek 
from an enfemy's fleet. 

Now, upon the third point stated by the com- 
missioners,! will defer tliat to a subsequent por- 
tion of my remarks, and proceed to the fourtn-^ 
salubrity atevery seosonoftbe year. Lieutenant 
Stockton, in his report, states the fact, that ** the' 
fn^sh water, although^not of the very Iwst qual- 
ity, ia tolerable, and can be obtained in any quan- 
tity." He speaksofthetownasbein^extremely 
healthy, witli water of good quality and in great ' 
abutfdance. These cAnmiasioners speak deci- 
dedly in favor of Brunswick on this point. They { 

say* I 

Brunswick is an henltby a ipM at there Is ptobkblf oa ; 

tUeiioiitlic-ra Atlantic const." ' ; 

That may be the case in relation to Beaufort. ' 
I have he&rd it represented, however, by persons ; 
from that State, that Beaufort is an exceedingly i 
siekfy place. I do not know how that is; I shall j 
make no MUertirni-of that kind', btrri khotr that I 



Brunswick has been universally considered the 
most healthy spot on the southern Atlantic cciaat. 
I am authorized to say, that it haa never l>«^n 
visited by an epidemic; that there has never been 
a case of yellow fever or cholera at Brunswick; 
and that, notwithstanding the fatal epidemic 
which prevailed along the sea-coast of Georgia 
in 1864, carrying ofThundreds at Savannah, and 
many at Dancn, within sixteen miles of Bruns- 
wick, there was notasoliiorvcase at Brunswick. 
While the ferer prevailed all along the coast of 
Georgia and Florida, and as far as New Orleans, 
Brunswick was exempt, though it had about as 
much population as Darien, orSt. IVfary *s, where 
it prevailed to n fatal extent. 

I have a letter from a Mr. Jevett, who, I believe, 
urns formerly a citizen of the State of Maine, in 
relat\on to the health of Brimswiek. I beg leave 
to read that letter fur the benefit of tbe Seitaie, 
because healthfulness is a very important partic- 
ular. He says; 

r commenced, abnui oiif; year &go, to bv3d two Httt 
ntmnicia in ItninHW-ick, snil Oiifslied tliem tliere the I-lth of 
AaRust last paidi. I took a ercw cf tboM flrteeo MaiM 
men, for iliai purpouc, to Bnmwtcic, and made up the mt 

of my force with rcaidLnts tlierc, Loth while asd btiuk; 
and WM ilior^' my sr lf m Bupprintcnd ttie work, l»th vmut 
and summt-r, nntil ihoTwaiswern completed; and t com 
to the ooiieluiiinii, rrommyexpedene* uhJ olisevTMiOD.i&it 
Ihe naluvBl advantasCs for boUi a horiHM-and sbip-tauiktiaf 
are nf an extmordiiinry cliaractcr; my impressiou^ aic, 
ticetdlm Mn.'e of any other place'tn lie United Slatet-lj^t- 
tninty any pincf soutli of llnltimore. I will giwc too paw 
nwons whyit Issaoiid in wlui) UiOM advanUfKM coan^. 
Ttioro iit alinu vwranco to Uio harbor, having twemr fow 
to twenly-^ii fm of water, where any i>hip-ni:iJtcr, afirr 
once cntcriiie. needs no pilot. My own hrlg i>a.«Ecif orn 
the ip'ound last season lAo^ timea' while I \n» in Brw- 
wick,Bari a)Umu:!li fatly inFiiml, I had her enirr and lea*« 
KilUout a fRlot aflnr i!ie lirst time. Tho harlnr is tuffiri-^ 
in cnpncily to cotilniii in»re Ehtpning. Willi safe wichii.-ttc, 
ihnn Is orilinarjly limnd xi one time in the barton of X. tr 
York, Liverpool, or Lottdon, I prerame; and thai. iriih'>at 
oddins; any expense except thai dictatM by the ioirren 
of nhorc-ownera. It i:* coniTlftlely land-locked, and cnit^- 
quently a vi'ry fafi' linrbor. Thf diiu<itc is adinirab:". I 
have had fonir exprrli'ncc of climate!) in North snd Sooih 
AmeAca. and in the OliI World, and I pwie up my mii^. 
al^cr xeeing itio effect of it on my men, and experieofiat 
iLt (^ITcuti on myself, thai i had never a«-.en ann placv where 
a crew of men, nurtWrn or foutlicm, while oi Mack. >;>~>gid 
do more woik,ilieyi-ar rouud,thau in Brua^wick. I ihiik 
ncrownf Mains Ehip-cmrpentcrscaa do MOTE workin r.raw- 
wick. in a ihrp-y-nnl, tn n j/car.than itiey cna do in Msiae; 
what they eaiii in the winter there, in niore Uian thev kM 
in the »ummtT, eoD))Kircd with a Maine cJiioate. I Imd 
not a mnn Nick ciilicr winter or i'liriiiner, on Mocountof the 
climate ; nor wa» there a day's work lo«i hy any one oa 
account of the heat during ihe Biimmer monthf. Aa ipiod 
and as puni drinhhig wnwr ia foiutd in the welU of BratL*- 
wick, at tho deptli of nlmut twelve feci, a* is found la 
Maine, hut of course not cold, and in ahundanr(> — a fact 
that FurprliiGd iiic much, nnd for which I conoot act^oonu 
an ilio town g».iipr:illy not more than ten to twontr f.-ei 
ab.ivi; iliP salt wator, by which it i^ almost catirclj fin- 
roiiiidod, and llic HOil is dry, nnd a Kind of ii:uidv liuui- anj 
tbe town very level. The whole shore is admirabl.t liti'4 
ftir ^hip-yards, nnd Ibr luuiiehing safely, and with coupan- 
tively litilo cxpeii->r, into deep wnier, ves^Ui of all 
up In tbe larseirt afaips that ever floated." 

This is the testimony of Mr. Jewett, who boih 
two steam^vesaels at that port, and it is the testi' 
monyof all persons who know anjrthin^ about 
the place. I will not say thnre is no more neahby 
place; but I will' say there is not as healthy a 
place on ihe southern Atlantic const as Bruns- 
wick. There is noolluvtal depont there, no fsesb 
water etitering.into that port, no swamps, and ao 
marshes, and nothing of that sort in the neigh- 
borhood of Ute city. It is a high, dry, sandy soil; 
free from any cause of local disease; and tliere- 
fore may be considered the rrtost healthy port oa 
the Atlantic coast. So much on that point. 

I have already stated the supply pf fceah water, 
which is one of the desidmto mentioned by the 
commissioners in relation to a navy-yard. Ther, 
on the- facility of wharSng and docking, these 
commissioucra say: 

•'WelMllne Blrthe*fl Manrf.on theiyiw H e rtierf.tq 
)n> innst elialhM. It eontalni •nmr handrnt Mtp^.mk^W 
Willi tinib<<r,and rverjrwayeonwnh'M riN-irlramw, iln-fca, 
&c., and for a nar^ery of the live oak ; ft M dlsuuii tna 
BrunMvfek iWA mill's, aiid bus bnM wmcr lo within ■ t>v 
AtthnmiofUosliore." 

It is Stated by Lieutenant Trenchard in his 
survey, that iwcniy-fivc or thirty foet of wattT 
may be carried ri^nl up to ilie bluff of Biy-h': 
Island: ao that thcrw cannot be a more desii-uLi!" 
place for n naTy-yard, so far as docki^iisr nr,d 
launching vessels arc concerned, than is fnntishLd 
by BIythe laktnd, in the port of Bruaswtek. It 
hah tHeid) itdvatttasek'ovet- any' other place that 
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can be mentioned south of the Chesapeake. But 
one other poiol ia t«ft, that ia, in lelatioa to the 
naoarcm of eTer7'kiBa.for tho ipeedy equipiMnt 
of fieeta. • 

At th« time tbifl teport vaa made in 1887, thoe 
were no adranwigeB pertaining to Bruvawiok iD< 
this respect, for then she was cut off from any 
commuoicatioo with theioterior. Butoow— huhI 
J be^ the atteolioaof the Senate.to these &cts — 
she IB making, eommtinieation with the interior, 
not only by a oanid and lirer, but by a. very ex- 
tensiTe eystem of railroada. 
The Brunawiek and Aitamabacanal, which coor 
neeta Turtle river above Brunswick with the Al- 
tanaba river, one of the largest Mreama in the 
Sti^ of. G«ofijjia,.ia . nearly eomi>leted. A com- 
pany has alraidy taken, poaaeaaion of it with a. 
'View to complete it in a few months. The conv 
pany bajre meana. t4> emnplete it. Tuiider^tand 
il will -coat -about thirty thonaand dollars to com- 
plete it, andputitinopsration. The canal, when., 
eomfriated from Turtle riw.to the Altamftba>utd> 
connected by- ita<tributartAwitfa the interior of 
the State, will giva great facilitiea for the trans- 

EDrtation of sappiiea to the port of Brunswick, 
Bsides the faeitity of floating down timber on 
the Altamaha, and the Oemulgee, and Oconee ri- 
T«rs, and other tributaries, whL^.ruB lhroagb a< 
region of country having the fipeMgrowth- ofpine 
timber perhaps on the faoe of the earth. Then 
th»« ia airailt-oadnow'in procesaof construction, 
thirty-six miles t>f whinh aae already oompletad 
and in opBmtion-,_ ruimini^ from Branawick, and 
intended: to tamiinata at. PsMaooIaf in FJaridat 
It ia called the Bramnndc and Blonda nilfoad. 
There ia a chatter by whioh that read is to go to 
Fensacola. Tltat ia the ultimata design, ana will 
doubdesa be its ultintate end. Thirty-wx miles 
of the road are. already completed, uid a hwee 
portion of the reat of it put under eootraet. The 
company have meaos to finiah it to the Ciiatta- 
hooctiie river, a dieUuioe of perhaps mora^than 
ODehundredandfifiyniites. Independent or that, 
a charter was eranted at the last session of the. 
Legislature of tlie State of GeorKia, atuhorizing. 
the construction of a.mwa trunk tromapointnot 
very far diatanb from Biunawidc, aoroaa to the 
Chattahoocbic or Appalachicola river, the dividing 
line between Florida, Alabama, and tbe-Stato of 
Georgia. This- act of the Legislauue' of Gteoi^ 
Authorized a aubacription on the part of the 8lat*> 
of «500,006 upon the subscription of (SQ»^ 
by individualB. The ^£00^000 having bean . sub- 
scribed by indiriduaU, the Governor has madci 
the subscription on the part of the State of haJf 
a million of dollars to that work; ao that there , nra 
now 11,100,000 in frvfw^dc aubscriptiona for the 
continuance of that road, it-is true the road. ia 
intended to be amain trunk for the. benefit of a 
rtMd ninninefiromSavannah in theaamedircetion, ' 
fifty miles of which have-bsea nearly oompteted, 
and which ia intended to^n tJie Bntaawek.road' 
At an initial pwntaacerlamed.bv'-an act of tbel>e- 
gialftture, and then the two roads thna uiiiled«rs 
to form a common trunk;and ruaacraasthecoon- 
try to Penaaeola, with a branch to TaUahaBsea,. 
in Florida* on tlia one band* and to Albany, in 
Creorgia, on the other. 8o that JBranswiek, in< 
this wa^, will have an eiUire conmuAcation with 
all the souUiwestem eountiea of Geovgia uid the 
northern tier of eountiea in Florida, and running 
to Pensacola, will have a direct commumcatioa 
with the Gnlf of Mexico. We shall have Una. 
advantage when that rotul ia completed^ as it will 
be in a few years. Then between Brunawiek, a 
naval atation on tlw Atlantic, and Peuaacola, a 
naval atation on the Gulf of Mexico, tlwre wiU 
be a direct communication in twenty-four hours, 
trsnaporting maleriala of war and men fVom oue 
point to the other, aa the exigencies of the public 
aervice may demand in case of war between thia' 
country and a foreien nation. That ia an ad- 
vantage of no amau consideration. That lail- 
road, and otiier railroada with which Brunswick 
19 about to be connected, will give her access to- 
interior of the Statea of Georgia, Alabama, 
"iid Florida, thus presenting every facility for 
*Riple anppUeat as much so as aay place on Uie 
vouihvn eoBSL 

In this eonneatioD I beg leave- to say, 
charters have been granted, by which the rail' 
communicadon friia Bnmiwkfc il to b« 
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extended to Albany, in Georgia, thenceto Eufals, 
in the-State of Alabana, thence to Montgomery, 
in Alabama, thence to Sdma, in Alabama, then 
in a stnught line to Vicksburg, Mississippi, then 
by way of ShrevMtort to the Texas line, and then 
on the Southern Pacific railroad line to £1 Paao. 
Some of the Unksare already finished; others are 
in process of conatraction. All of them have been 
chartered, and the completion ofthem may l>e con- 
sidered a£xed fact; BO that when these roads are 
completed, as thay will probably be in & very few 

?eara, together with a road from £1 Poao to the 
acific, we shall have a continuous line of rail- 
road, upon or near the thiriy-aecond degree of 
north latitude,AbnoslaniairIine, froOi San Diego,, 
on the Pacidc coast, to Brunswiok, in the State 
of Georgia, running: across from San Dieco to 
El Paao, then to Shreveport,.then. to Vickaourg, 
then.to Selma, then to Montgomery., tfaen.to £a- 
fala,.then>to Albany* then to Brunawiek; Brunor 
wick is the neareat Atlantic pqrt to the t^iei£o' 
cuaat. Itistthenearoat'potntbetweeB.theoofaos, 
San Diego oniths oaeaioe,and Branswidcon-tha. 
other, must be tho^first points of connection be- 
tween the-two great oceans^ 

Brunswiok wjU in this way be oonnected not 
onlr with theinteriorof Greorinavid Florida, hut 
will stretch her arms into AJabmiw and Missis* 
sippi, and Louisiana' and Tents. It is but stK 
hundred miles from Brunswick to Vicksbutc, in 
Miffsisaippi. PuratiaioofpaBaeogerears,,there- 
fore, an.Ui&Eailioad at Vicksbutg, and iniess than 
thiny hour* the paaseneer lain Bruuwickf the 
nearest AtlantiajKOt. Put.a>tnun ofirsigh bears 
on the road«t Vichstmrg, and in lessthaa ninety 
hours, at a.spe«d of ten. miles an hour, ouking 
allowances for detentions, that freight is landed 
at an Atlatitic port, at Brunawiek, to be shipped 
to Kew York, Liverpool, and claawhere. I ven-; 
ture.nothing in tbs assertion, that whon this sys- 
tem of roods shall- be completed, aa they-uniiuea- 
tionably will, be in a few yeaist a.luee quantity 
of f^i^ht which now goee down the Jniaaissippi 
to New Orleans, instead of going round by the 
te^Qus and dangerooa navigation of the coast 
of Floridak will M hrougot to Branwiek, and 
sbipped from-thenee to the northeu porta^nd to 
England. Such is the attraction of an. Atlantic 
over a Oulf market, add of an AtlaatM-overany 
port on the Gulf of Mexico. 

Sir, I hara had occasion to witness this supe- 
rior attraction. The town of ColunUius, in which 
I. reside, upon the Ghattehoochee river, is three 
hundred miles by niiboad from the city of Savan- 
nah. We have now a continuous, line of railroad 
from Colombua to Savannah. There is a river 
flowing at our feet , going down to ApjMdaehioola, 
•oa the Oulf of Mexico— a river navigable about 
MX nwnthain the year durii^ (he winter seasont 
and which, before the construction of the road to 
Savannah, carried off all the cotton which waa- 
.brought into Columbus and other points, on the ■ 
river>.and sold or Bhi[^d; but the moment the- 
road waa completed to the AUantie coast, al- 
thoagb it ia foither over the raUroad than by. the 
rivar to port, out of one hundred and fiva.uiou- 
sand bBlea.of cotton, to aas nothineof other arti- 
cles that were sold in the city ofGoItimbuaduring 
the putseafoa, ona hiuulred'thousMtd went over 
the railroad ttt-SavaiiQihi,.aDd not more than five: 
tbouqand wsnt'dewu the river to Appalacbioolai 
* Such ia the difference in the faeitity of trana- 
poriatton, in the apead in which this tranaporta* 
tion i» mode, and the cheapneaa of it, that the 
railroad boa absorbad the transportation of the 
whole, amount of the agricultural producttonst 
whicharesoldinColumbuaforshipsuDt. When 
the roada ahalt be completed fiDdi Brooawiek to 
Vickabarg, and then aoroaa'to Shrevqjort, avast 
amount of the resources of that country will seek 
a* AUantie port,iostead of goingto NewOrieens 
ttd MolMle, or oUmt Gulf ports, to «DooaMer the 
expense, delays, and danieerB of a Qtilf navi- 
gation aroondthe Florida oapea. Ih thiswur, 
Texas, Miasistippi, and Louisiana are deeply 
concerned in the conatruciion of this work at 
.Brun8W)ck> beeauae the conatruction of a naval 
dqtot at Brunswick will give aid and encourage- 
ment to the biiitdii^iipora«ity attkat plaoe,aod 
tbeyaia all interasledin the riaa and progress of 
that city. 

Bat la COM baek to the adTutagw of Bhuut' 



wick in relation to the furnishing, of supplies for 
the equipment of atfeet: there ia a charter granted 
by the Leeielature of Georgia for a railroad from 
the city of Macon, lA the center of the State of 
Georgia, to Brunswick; and engineers are now 
in the field surveying the. route. That road will 
undoubtedly be buiU. The'interests of Bruns- 
wick and Macoo. and of the people on the line, 
will insure its ci^truotion in a few years. When 
that ia done, we shall have a continuoue line of 
rulroad fVom Bninswiok| by way^f Macon and 
Chattanooga, to KnoxviUe, Kashville, and the 
whole of the State of Teoneaaee. Thus will be 
opened up to Brunswick all these various coun- 
tries in Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee, for the obtaiament and tranapor- 
tation of qupplies of provisions and other mate* 
rials which may be:necesaary and proper in the 
equipment of a fleet or veasel-of-war, or for the 
support and use of a naval station. . 

But, beaideaAhii, Bruoswidt is better situattd. 
than any othsc port oq the soutjieni Atlaatlo. 
eoaat.for the anp^es of a fleet. So far as ship 
timber is conqeined, it is the very best position. 
It is inathe midst of the live-oak growth of the 
State of Georgia. It is contiguous to the best 
plantaUons_of the pine.timber in the world. The- 
railroad now being.«onstructed along. the southem- 
tier of Georgia oountiea, runs throi^h the beat 
pine forests on the southern coast,.or m any of th?^ 
southern Stales. The Altamaha river traveraea 
a country of aimilar oharacler; so that, ao far aa- 
matari^s are concerned for buUding or repairinf; 
ahips— turpentine, tar, andeverythiivofihat kind 
needed for therejMurwid construction and useof 
shipa, there ia no place to compare with Bruna- 
wiclc, on the southera Atlantic coast. 

Con these things be said of Port Royal ! No, 
sir. Port Royal is cia off from the main land. 
She haa no interior comraunicaiiona, and never 
can have any. She haa connections by water with- 
Charleston and Savannah; but Brunswick has- 
connection by water with Savannah on the one 
hand, and St. Mary's oo the other; so that Port 
Royal has no advaptagOQver her in that reapect. 
BiU while. Bninawdek i* eonaected by rstlroad, 
river, and canal eommaiucationt with a vaatex- 
tent of the moat fertile country in the world. Port 
Royal is surrounded by salt marshes, and never, 
can ba connected by railroad or any other com- 
munication with the intfrior. She bas no sup- 
plies of timber; she haa no live-oak in t^r ncigh> ' 
Dorhood; she haa no acceaaiblepinein her neigh- 
borhood, unless it comes down from the- bock 
country by tbo way of Charleston or Savannah. 

In the neigbborbowl of Brunswick s^ larga- 

Elantations of liv»-oak. Tlus veiy; Island of 
lythe, ooDtaioing ov^r four thousand acres of 
land, is covered with UveH>ak< To be sure, tha 
older trees have been cut down ; but there is grow- 
ing on diatisland> almost entirely in a virgin state, 
a laciga quanity of yoon^ live-oak. These naval 
captains say it ia a nursery for live-oak timber. 
IndependenUy of that island,. in every direction 
there is aJarge quantity of live-oak, which is most 
important in the constrKction of ships-of-war. 

At this point 1 bcgleairetQetata thaiatpreaent 
much of the auppliea of timber and naval storsa,. 
auoh aa limber, turpentine, and tar, and other 
Uiingfi of that kind, are now obtained from tho. 
coasts of Gsbtgia and Florida, and are earricd to- 
our northern navy-yards— New York, Philadel- 
phia, Norfolk, Washington city, Boston,, and^ 
elsewhere, for the . construction of our ships of 
war. If there beanaval depot or yard eetabiiahed' 
at-Brunawick, thej^ere the supplies at hand with- 
out any coet of traofpOTtaltoD.and that is -a very 
great adve^tafe in behalf of Brunswick over any- 
other pkce which has been considered. Thera 
are oU the aupplies:at hand. Weneed not tmna- 
port them thouaapds of miles for tlie purpoae of 
uaine ^em (or the public service. They can be 
got there on the spot, and-in any Sundance, for 
the construction or fepair of any number of 
ships. 

The railroads with, which Brunswick is now. 
connecting hera^,a»d will doubtless cooneothsr- 
self in a very few years, will open to her a vaet 
trade, mom-thaaany city upon thcataithem At- 
IsntibaeaM. I would say nothing in diapara«- 
iqsin of tha eonmereial proapecu of Savannah 
Shaii a laiy and lloarisbin^fii^t«nd juady|Uie 
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pride of my Suite. She has tar^c and increaaing 
resources; she ia r^giildted by*a liberalily and 
entcriiriae which do ner credit;, and she has my 
hearty wiahe* for her continued advancemeDt to 
thehighefltcommercialpoaition. Shehuherarma 
extending up into the interior of Oeoi^ia, North 
Carolina, Tennevsoe* and Alabama, aufBeient to 
give to her a large and increaoug trade under 
any and all circumstances; but wnen Brunswick 
Bhatl complete lyr system of railroads, and stretch 
her arms to tlie rarious regions to which I have 
adverted, alie must have a larger commerce than 
any other port of the southern States. She has 
a Lictlcr harbor than Savaniiah. Slic hana better 
harbor than Charleston. Shchasabetterharbor 
than any other southern Atlantic port, and she 
must necessarily grow to be a large and import- 
ant city. The construction of this naval depot, 
giving assurance of the confidence of the Gov- 
ernment in the port, will encourage capita] to go 
to Brunswick, and in this way the town itself will 
be built up- 1 venture Utile in saying that in 
twelve months aAer the completion of the system 
of railroads and the canal which is to connect 
Brunswick with the interior, there will be Several 
hundred thousand bales of cotton shipped from 
the port of Brunswick, to say nothing of other 
agricultural prodaela. She most necessarily grow 
up to be the most important sea-port town of the 
aouthi-rn Atlantic States. 

Under these circumstances, wc ask that this ap- 
propriation may be tnade for the purpose of con- 
otrucung a imval depot. The State of Geoi^ia 
anks tiiis at the hanus of Congreas. Her Legis- 
lature has unanimously passed resolutions in 
behalf of this nrojr'ct. The State feels a deep 
interest in it. The State of Georgia, while it has 
contributed perhaps aa much, or more, to the 
public Treasury as any other Slate in the Union, 
according to its population, has had as few ben- 
efits from the public Treasury as any State. 
'While South Carolina and Florida have had their 
hundn'ds of thousands df dollars, the State of 
Geoi^ia has never had but one appropriation that 
1 know of, and that waa an appropriation of 
^161,000, made during last Congress, to remove 
certain wrecks out of the river Savannah below 
the city, which had been placed there during the 
revolutionary war for the defense of the country. 
That was an obligation on the Government. It 
did not spring from her liberality; it sprang from 
h«rsensasof justice, and was only the redemp- 
tion of a sacred obligation. That is Ibe only 
appropriation, as far as I am informed or believe, 
which the Government has ever made in behalf 
of Georgia. We have had but little out of the 
public Treasury, w'h'ile we have contributed our 
mite, in proportion to our means, with as much 
liberality and spirit as'any other Stale of the 
Union. 

Mere I beg leave to say, sir, that I havp looked 
with extreme regret upon the opposition which 
has been presented to this bill oy the Senators 
from Florida. Florida has had large appropria- 
tions from the Federal Qovmment. She has had 
her share in all conscience, and the State of Georgia 
has been her friend in time of need and difficulty. 
yfn have sent our men, not by the hundred, but 
by the thousand, regiment after regiment, into 
' Florida, to aid in the defense of her inhabitants, 
and to protect them from the scatpin'g-kntfe and 
tomahawk of the savage. We have sympnthizcd 
with thf! troubles and dangers of that State. We 
have f^uuied out our blood and treasure in her 
defense. Yet, when the State of Georgia asks that 
a naval depot be established within her borders, 
and that the small sum of }SOO,000 be appropriated 
for that purpose, we meet the most bitter-and de- 
termined opposition from the two Senators from 
that State. Well may the State of Georgia ex- 
claim, in the languogn of Cmsar, " Et ta BnUe /" 

Florida is deeply interested in the construc- 
tion of this depot at Brunswick. Brunawick is 
the nearest Atlantic port t& Florida at which a 
naval drpot can be constructed. All the commerce 
of Florida which comes round the capes must 
neceaaarily come by the bar of Brunswick. How 
important, therefore, it isto the commerce of Flor- 
ida that this depot should be ostahlisbcd for the 
rrpairs of our national vessels as well as the com- 
mrroial mariitf of ihecOTintry. When that splen- 
did iriuinph of art and untorprise shall be com- 



pleted, for which the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
VeLEc] is entitled to so much credit for origina- 
ting and corrviog on, the Fernnndina and Cedar 
Keys railroad, giving a connection from the Qulf 
to the Atlantic just below Brunswick, much of 
the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico will pass 
over that road end into the Atlantic, at the very 
doors of Brunawick; and so much more important 
is the establishment of a naval depot there for the 
protection of that trade. I cannot see how those 
Senators can, injustice to their owa constituents 
and their own interests, oppose the pusage ofthis 
bill. 

Sir, the establishment of a naval depot at Bruns- 
wick is an important matter of general concern. 
There is no naval depot fbr the repairs of ships, 
for two thousand miles, between Norfolk and 
Pensacola. In time of war there is no refuge for 
our shtps-of-war — there is not a place in which 
any of them can go for the benefit of repairs — 
there is not one port where they can put in for 
the purposes of safety. How imporlant that all 
this commerce flowing from the Ghilf of Mexico, 
increasing as it is ana has been for years, grow- 
ing up to 80 much national importance, should 
be protected by the naval armament of the United 
States; and thatabis depot should be established 
there for the purpose of enabling our ships of 
war,in time of difficulty, to go in for the purpose 
of repairs. 

We do not ask the establishmefit of a luivy-yqfi 
for the coni(ruc(t«ii of ships. We ask only the 
establishment of a naval depot for the repair of 
ships; to esiabliah a place where our national 
ships are to go in for repairs when they are dis- 
abled on the coast, and for the benefit of repair* 
to our commercial marine also. ^ 

Here I beg leave to state a fact which has been 
pommunicated to me from a reliable source, 
showing the necessity and importance of the con- 
struction of a naval depot in this region. Three 
years ago, the eteomship Ohio, .drawing, as I un- 
derstand, about twentyK>nc or twenty>two feet 
of water, belonging to one of the Pacific lines, in 
her passage from Aspijtwall to New York, with 
six hundred passengers and a very large amount 
of specie and other freight, became very much 
disaoled olT the coast of Carolina or Georgia. 
One of her shafts was broken; one of her wheels 
won stopped; it was with difitculty she could pro- 
ceed^ and she had to put into Norfolk for repairs, 
beaung around Cape Hattcras, the most danger- 
ous of all navigation on the Atlantic coast. 
There was not a solitary place from Cape Florida 
to Cape Hatteras where the Ohio coulti go in for 
repairs; and she was, as 1 am informed by one 
of the proprietors of that vessel, in extreme dan- 
ger of being lost in consequence of the necessity 
of beating up to'Norfolk in her crippled and dis- 
abled situation, before she could get to a place of 
safety for repairs. This is only an isolated in- 
stance, perhaps, of hundreds that have already 
happened, and of hundreds which will probably 
occur hereafter. How important, therefbre, it is 
to have a naval depot on a saft coast like th^ of 
Brunswick, in order thaCour commercial vessels 
may, in case of distress or injury,'go in for the 
purpose of repairs ! 

Ineverv point of view, Mr. President, in which 
t can look at the question, it seems to me that 
this bill is presented to the Senate with very pow- 
crAil considerations in its behalf. It has already 
passed the House of Representatives, and it re- 
quires only the sanction of the Senate to become 
a law. While there are aix or seven navy-yards 
north of the Cheaapeakei there is but one between 
the Chesapeake and the Rio Grande, and that is 
at Pensacola, Justice requires that the southern 
States should have a naval depot on their border. 
The facilities of commerce require it. The in- 
terests of the targe northern cities and of northern 
commerce, and of the commerce of the United 
States, all demand this at our hands. 

Before I close, I will take occasion to answer 
an inquiry which the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
Mallort] told me yesterday he would make of 
me to-day. I will do so because I do not wish to 
trouble the Senate again by any remwks on this 
bill. The bill appropriates f2W,000 for a nsTal 
denotatBlythe laUna. Itisnotintendedtoestab-* 
lisn it at the town of Brunswick, for the reason 
that there is, between the bar of Biunavick and , 



the city, a mud flat which extends across the 
channel, and which might obstruct the passb^ 
of ships-of-war. It is true that merchant ships 
of any size may pass over that shoAl at hi^h 
water; but ships-of-war, especially frigates, could 
not do sor 

It is proposed, therefore, to establish the Navy 
depot on Biythe Island, which is two miles across 
Turtle river from the main land, upon which the 
city of Brunswick is situated. Biythe Island con- 
tains, I am informed, four thousand acres of land, 
and is about four miles long. There ore from 
twenty-five to thirty feet, and in some placu. 
deeper water, carried all along the shore of Biythe 
Island, from one end of it to the other. It is an 
eligible point for the establishment of a Navy 
depot ia every respect in which the matter can be 
viewed. 

Ths Senator from Florida gave me notice yes- 
terday that he would ask me what was the pros- 
pect of purchasing a naval site there io relation 
to the expense. It ms a very sensible su^:ei- 
tion. I, myself, at on#time, supposed that ibAt 
island was in the hands of an ot^anized stock 
company, and therefore, that if we eatabliahnl 
the depot upon Biythe Island we should place the 
Gk>vemment in the power of this company lo 
make the Government pay whatever price they 
chose for land upon.this island*; but on inquiry I 
have ascertained that the-facts are altogether dif- 
ferent. Not a foot of the land on Blj^e Island 
ia owned by any stock company. The island ii 
owned by fifteen or sixteen different individuals, 
each one claiming a separate and distinct title end 
interest of his own; and all these various claimt 
front upon the water where the depot must be 
erected. The Government, therefore, is not ia 
the power of any large stock company. Here )v 
competition among several owners. TheOoveni- 
ment is Dot bound to select one Mte more thaa 
another. One point on the east aide of the ialood 
is probably as fit for the naval depot as arwitfaer. 
The Government, therefore, has the choice amor-g 
fiflern or sixteen individuals to purchase the eiu, 
and it requires only thirty acres, as I understan4 
from the report of the Secretary of the Navy, for 
the purposes of the depot. Such a site can, in 
my opinion, be purchased at a coat of not more 
than from $30(1 to (500 per acre. I feel assured 
that the cost of the ground will not ucceed ten or 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

In eonclusion, Mr. President,-! trust that the 
Senate is satisfied, with me, that of all the poiou 
on the southern Atlantic coast which have ary 
claims whatever for ths establishment of a navy- 
yard or depot for the repair of ships-of-war, 
Brunawick has the decided preference. It has the 
advantage of the expressed opinions of every 
Government officer who has examined these vari- 
ous harbors, and especially of that enlightened and 
disinterested commission of naval* captaina who 
were assigned to the specific duty of making "a 
survey and examination for the express purpose 
of ascertaining and deciding upon taeir compan- 
tive fhciliti^ and advantwes fbr the eMahlisb- 
ment of a navy-yard." In their report to the 
Navy Department, they condqie with the fol- 
lowing comMristm: 

"Tb« undenKned, In obedience to a remlmiaa of tbt 
Senate, have arrived at the point irtieie ilwr are directed v 
report on ' the coDipamivo advantages and facitiiin at 
port* aomb of the CneMpuake, Inr the eat^inhnaeni of a 
nnvv-y&rd.' Depth of waierand eaajaeceas being otto's 
of the flrat coaildemtion, ihejr are ofeplnioo that tbc pwu 
of Charleflton, OoricR, and Sl Hoty'i, being deficieat is 
depth of water to permit tfaeentraaeeof ala^r kbip tbu 
a Kloop or war, are unfit to compete with tUe frigate lui- 
bon of Benulim, Savannah, and Bnuwwick.- 

Thn prelbrence h namwed down to one of tlwse ; se< 
having duly weiftied their rdaiivo pr«leiuioa>, «rc kmrt w 
hetilationUi prtferring^Brumntlek. Beaulbrt ntiBt yWUi 
bet in the ewentlal point* of depdi of water, ea^y ttcc^ 
and cnpabilit7 of deieirae. Savannali mtul give way, mt 
her en«ier ac>ceBi and great depth of water on Uu- Inr'cw- 
not be caniRiI up the nvetio asite »afb iVomthc sea anilEa 



eni-iny,And ai^licnbii; to the e^toblishmentufa navy ^orit. 

" f ra fnffaie could butrcachCocki'pnrlcfand. ttte ofnjj^ 
eipremed In favor of Bran»wick mi^t b« recatlnd. Briuti- 



wick it the most KHitherD frijtoto horlwr on [he Aiiani.r 
sea-board. Placed near the ereol oitlte^ uf the comnMrro? of 
the Wert Indiet and Gulfor HexiL>o, her position inBslste 
ofraaiiiime warikrcwoold boinvalaatrte.Blnce ilie navLBa- 
tlng iBterasts of aa mtmj mmt pan bjr bar door.** 

It is true, and 1 am free to admit it, that sub- 
sequent explorations have shown that in rffrarJ 
to depth of water on the bar, Beaufort, or Fok 
Itoyol, is equal to Bmmnrick; but whilst, in this 
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one particular alone, Port Royal is equal, though 
not superior, to Bninswick, in all other respects 
she ia grea.lly inrerior to the latter. With this 
decidea expression ofofniiion in favor of Brans- 
wick B8 a suitable site foranaval depot, by officers 
of unquestioned capadty and sound judgment, I 
think the Senate cannot err, but will greatly sub- 
serve the public interest by concurring in the pas- 
sage of the bill ttnder consideFatioD. 



THE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HON. WILLIAM SMITH, 

OP VIRGINIA, 
In TBS HOOSB OF RefRKICHTATITSI, 

Rbrwy H, 1657. 
The HonM belif Id the GoBotnlttM of ihe Wbole on tke 
HUB ortb« UnlOD, and bavtag undvr emuiderattoiitlia Mil 
loreducettiBdiityoa Impartt, Knd (br oUwr purpoaM — 

Mr. SMITH, of VirgWa, said: 

Mr. Cbaibhan: It was not my purpose to par- 
ticipate in this debate; nor is it my purpose now 
10 occupy much of the time or attention of the 
:orinm>ttec; but there were some extraordinary 
lositiona taken by gentlemen occupying the other 
lide of the question, which hare induced mn to 
ihange my original intent, and to address myself 
lot only to the subject, but also to the posittons 
h*|y occupy. 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Gran- 
iBR,] if I remember aright, for I have not seen 
lis reported speech, took the ground upon this 
mestion, that a tariff ought to be imposed inci- 
lenlallyto rewnue, and directly to protection. 
That is a strength of position which I did not 
uppose would DO taken anon this floor, and 
vhich, I may say, is now taken for the first time, 
«rtainly for many years, in the American Con- 
gress. It has always been said that protection 
should be incidental, because we have no right 
o collect revenue by the imposition of a tanff, 
:xcept for the purpose of paying the debts and 
troviding for tne general welfare of the United 
itates, as defined in the grant of powers in the 
Constitution. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman over the way from 
tfassachu setts, [Mr. Dc Witt,] who certainly, 
a manner, entertained the committee a few days 
go, as he did also liy the power of his argument, 
ook some extraordinary positions, to which I 
iifi\] also, in the course of my remarks, very 
riefly address myself; and I shall ask thatgen- 
leman to reconcile himself with the position he 
>ok, because I have not been able to do it wit^ 
le brief attention I have bestowed upon his 
emailts. (t is not my intention to go into the 
object ofpoiitical economy, except incidently; 
ut I ahair slate what is well understood and 
nown in the history of our own' country to be 
ie natural application of capital and labor 

The first object is to provide the actual means 
eeeaaary to supply our actual wants. In the set- 
ement of new countries the first object is topro- 
ide necessary food and raiment. Hence we nave 
rrieuUurc and hcusehoid manufactures. These 
bjccu being attained, we next aftk to create a 
irpiua* which we desire to exefaange for the pro- 
action of other nations; and this begets commerce 
id navigation. Thefirstandgreatmdustryofthe 
luntry being agriculture, it is naturally entitled 
I, and should receive, all legitimate protection, 
eing the foundation of all other interests, it 
lOuTd be oppressed for no other interest; the 
indmaids of agnruUure being commerce and 
ivigation, should be equally exempt from bur- 
ins and impositions, and should equally enjoy 
e fostering care of Government, to the fullesctent 
'ail thai Government can iegitimatr>ty do. When 
ese departments of indusiry are filled , and cease 

afford that ordinary rate of profit indispensable 

all investments, we turn our attention to asso- 
aled or corporate manufacturing. Manufactu- 
ri^ ia the last, the very last branch of industry 
at is known in society, when society is left un- 
ammeled to pursue its own instincts andits^wa 
te rests. 

The committee will readily see that, by advert- 
g to these views, it is not my purpose to fndu^ 
rther than to make this simple reference to ei^- 
entary principles. I will now proceed to tb» 



consideration of the subject, for the purpose of 
illustrating some of the positions which I take, 
and for the purpose of illustrating the truth of the 
view which I have thus briefly adverted to. It 
is a curious fact, (and I beg tne committee's at- 
tention to it,) that the whole history of the tariff 
policy of the United States is iu illoitration and 
support of these distinctions. 

In 1789, when the present Constitution wbb put 
into operation, we know very well that the idea 
of the tariff policy, as it has been since known, 
was not at that time entertained for a moment. 
The aven^ rate of duty in 1789, 1790, and 1791, 
down to Mr. Jefferson's administration, was, 
perhaps, not exceeding some ten or twelve per 
cent.; sod it is a carious fkct, chat even as late as 
Mr. Adams's administration, the excise system 
existed. A direct orexdse tax was levied on the 
manufacture of snuff and other commodities of 
the United States. 

In 1810 the amount of our registered and en- 
rolled shipping was 984,269 tons. That had 
grown from 123,893 tons in 1789 — an accumula- 
tion of navigation interests without a parallel, per- 
haps, in the history of this orof any other country. 
There was nothing then to clip the wings of com- 
merce. There was nothing then to trammel the 
free interchange of our commodities. As I have 
said, the tonnage of 133,693 tons in 1789 grew up 
to 984,269 tons in 1810. At that time, it ia well 
known, the country was restricted and embar- 
rassed by the policy which then prevailed. As- 
sailed and beset, as wt were, by the great bellig- 
ercnla of Europe and our own embargo policy, 
our nafigation interests declined, and in 1612> 
when war was declared, we were reduced to 
760,^4 tons. These causes in themselves con- 
stituted a restrictive policy, and the resultappeara. 
On the 3d of December, 1814, we had 674,633 
tons; and at the end of the year 1815, we had 
854,259 tons. 

Now, it is well known to this committee that 
in 1816 we had an oppressive tariff. It is well 
known that it was excused and justified on the 
ground of the necessities of the country. We 
also know that, in 1694, this tariff was revised; 
and although it was relieved of some of the op- 
pressive features of the tariff of 1816, it was still 
greatly oppressive to the interests of the country. 
But in ISX that great •* billof abominations,"as 
it has been called, and aptly called, after infinite 
labor and toil , became a law. Iiet us look to sec 
.the effect of its restrictions on the country — and I 
wish the gentlemen interested in navigation and 
commerce, and the gentlemen of the producing 
Stales especially, to Mar it in miad. 

By reference to th« tables before me, I find that, 
under the operaUon of die tariff law of 1616, our 
tonnage went down from 854,294 tons in 1815, to 
618,6^ tons in 1694. It is a singular fact that 
these tariffs of 1816 and 1824 were more destruc- 
tive to our commerce and navigation than the war 
with Grett Britain, with all the power of the Brit- 
i^ navy and British privateers warring upon that 
commerce. 

In ISSIB, when the tariff of that yearwas estab- 
lished, our tonnage was 613,619 tons. In 1629 — 
a single yeai^twaadown to 650,143 tons. What 
was It in 1830? It woi down to575.046 ton»— a 
destruction of our navigation interests without 
parallel in the hisutry of nations in time of peace 
— a destruction infinitely beyond that which the 
war of 1613 produced. Under the compromise 
$et of 1633, whifb was designed to correct this 
act of 1838, and to subject our tariff policy to a 
sliditig scale, there was an immediate and rapid 
reaction. In 1839 our tonnage had risen 666,143 
tons ; and in 1843, when the compromise tariff was 
repealed and the next high tariff was established , 
it had risen to 970,636 tons. In 1846, when the 
tariff of 16^ was modified, it bod grown, by 
very slow and sluggish paces, to 1,193,999 tons, 
whereas, under the modified tariff, which now 
in force, our shipping has in ten yeara increased 
to the enormous amount of 2,401,667 tons — more 
than one hundred per centum in only ten years. 
In 1846 it was 1,130,999 tons. In 1656 it was 
9,401,667 tons. I ask the committee whether it 
doesnotsee, in this increase, apraetical comment- 
ary on the effects of a restrictive pdicy.' I ask 
.the committee whether it cannot plainly see that 
the rMtcieUvaptdiey in tin 4aitniciion,to abuf* 



ins 



Ho. or Reps. 



extent, of the nisigation iqterests? Those gen- 
tlemen whose constituents are interested Jn that 
branch of industry, are deeply interestea in fha 
proper consideration of this great question, as is, 
indeed, the whole country. 

Mr. Chairman, these facts naturally excite very 
interesting reflections. I have* shown that the 
war of 1613 wA leas destmctivc to our shipping 
interests than the tariffs of 1616, 1834, and 1828. 
But this is not the most important interest which 
shared ita fate. With every decline in our ton- 
,nage, w knme that our exports declined alsoi 
that low prices necessarily followed, and, with 
low prices, distress and ruin. Mr. Adams, in 
his fourth annual message, says: 

" In onr coualiy a anilbnn experience oflhrtr reus has 
■hown that whalevpr tliB tariff of duties npoa tmelea Im. 
ported ftom abroad hu Imbh, ibe amount orimponatiom 
hai ulwaya borne an avonge voIub, neortr saproMUaf to 
that of ilie export*, tlMHish occasloDa)lr (Unuinf in tbo 
tMlsDce— MXnetitQoa being more, aod tometijnes toM." 

M r. Gu th rie , in his recent report on the finances, 
page 11, says that 

"Commerce befngthecxclmngoortheproductlonBOf one 
c<Miiitr]|or nuion for the productions or anotlier, wbether 
ina4le indirectly bjr bale and purcboM ft» money, or dincdr 
hy tmrtar, itie conclusion in irreBlatjUe tbat both oar do- 
uiesUc aud foreign commBrce liava gaoMsUy bees eqaiva- 
iBnt and profltoblc to all partioa 

If these high olficials expressed sound opinions, 
(and they will not be questioned,) then the policy 
which embarrasses, much more that which de- 
sLroys our commerce ond navigation, is a direct, 
fatnl, and unnatural blow at the two first, greatest, 
and most indispensable interests of the country. 

But let us look at the magnitude of thejcreat 
interests to be affected by a tariff poUcy. Ifom 
1831 to 1856 we exported of breadstuffs and pro- 
visions alone, (798,032,357 worth. 
From 178B to 1656, we imparled of fbrdsn 

Koods 9?;!m^l,396 

Prom 1789 to 189B,we exported oT domestic 

ptodaes S,49T,039,U9 

Proflti of ezcbaige commerce and naviA- 
tfon <BD 0Jin,744 

Are these great interests to be trilted with and 
oppressed— to be made subsidiary to a prema- 
ture, hot-house policy, such as that to be found' 
in the tariffs to which I have referred? Or shall 
we,yielding to the wise doctrines of political econ- 
omy, and that expansive civilizaUon which is 
seeking to make one great family of all the nations 
of the earth, so shape our policy as to abolish 
unjust discriminations, unfetter the wings of com- 
merce, and take a step forward to the mighty 
consummation 1 

Mr. STANTON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia whether this increased com- 
merce does not otgue an increased tax, in the 
shape of freights, upon the agricultural produc- 
tions of the country ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If I understand the 
gentleman's proposition, he might as well say 
Uiat a wagon to take produce to market was a 
tax on the producer. 

Bat it is still insisted that a nroteetira policy is 
necessary to make us independent; and that, in ' 
diminishing the revenue, the necessity of whittfi 
is universally conceded, certain gretit interests 
must be left untouched; nay, one of them claims 
to be strengthened by making wool duty five. 

Without taking up the time of the committee 
by using all the materials at my command, I will 
moke a sitf Ie extract from a speech of Mr. Clay 
in favor of the tariff of 1616. It will be seen that 
he asks but three years to place our manufactures 
on.a footing of independence: 

*' Mr. Clajr said the o^eel of protectbiB manofacMrea 
wOb, that we migbt eveniuallvget iutleleaor««cMfi(y mads 
ucAMy at borne aadMycouM be imported, and thereby to 
produce an indepcndencB of foreiga counuieB. In t*m 
yeort, tie laid, we could Jud^ of the ability of our eatab- 
iWimenta to fumUk tiot oHictet at cheap aa Utey were 
obtained from sbnwit, and oMA titn UpalaU with the 
lights of BzpBrimM. fie believed tbai (Arcs ywr* wouU 
te t^ikttU to placs oiir flanufkcturea oa the tmiiaUe fl>oi- 

And yet the cry is, after forty years, " Gite ! 
Give!" Will nothing satisfy uiis insatiate de- 
mand } Shall the many be sacrificed to the few i 
Shall the principles of political economy continue 
to be disregarded ? Shall the march of true civ- 
ilization be hindered, and the manifest will of 
Heaven, as indicated in the itnwtareof thcglob* 

it.df,b.dta«g^»^3^ by CiOOgTe 
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Thftt a dutr is a t^x will no^e dogied. It in 

% burden. That it it no tak,^o burden upoo. 
ihoaf vhose buiiness it pro^pen, and vlioae 
pockels it fllla, is irnnsparent; yet I will niRke an 
extract or two in support of this conclusion. Mr. 
Clay saul: 

" We are liutnicted by all expe/icoce, that cite cQOWap- 
tloA of uy aiUcIa !■ In pmporttoa to #e rvducUon fa ita 
prlMj and that in fMKnl It nay ba tAm ■■ a nile tbat the 
dotrnnH a ponion of lis priofl." 

Secretary Guthrie BayB,in his report, page 11: 

" It 1* assumed, u a (ket twyoad queaUon, that a tariff oa^ 
hnportBla a tu, tod Uiat^ tu la paldtqr Ibo cooaiuneroC^ 

the imports.'* 

Our form of Oorernment contemplates in the- 
ory a contribution byeveryciuzen, in proportion 
io 1114 ipaans aqd,abitity( to the support of Grov- 
•Oiount; and any poller or tspaation wbich, 
dlreetty oriodjrMtly^dcfMta thw policy of eqtlAl 
contribution, is oppre^sivv Qnd urijusc L^t u's 
see how tlii^ theory is carried out'in practice. 

Wb bare a great agricultural, a great coramer- 
eialtand a prcat manufacturing intereat. How 
has our great manufacturing iutereat grown up? 
Sy its own uptramroeled and unaided tnTeat- 
ments? No, air; but by the action of this Oot- 
emment. I will gire an coay and familiar illus- 
tration. Suppose a foreign manufacturer could 
sell an article in KewYorS at seventy-five cents, 
and lh» American at one dollar, but not Usi, with- 
oot loss. Suppose that the American manufac- 
ttirer cornea here, and demands of Che Congress 
of the United States an i^ttpoeiUon of a duty of 
twenty-fire per cent, on tnat article^ to enable 
Him to 'come m competiiioa with the fbrsign man- 
ilfactar^r. Suppose he demands the impoaition 
df a hitter duty, In order to give him what is 
called the home market. If that doty be imposed 
by Congreas, do not the consumers of that article 
in this country pay out of their profits the sum 
nqoiaite to enable that particular branch of in- 
dustry to live and flourish ? Is it not, in fact, a 
l|ix upon all other industrial interests not asking 
protection or bounties at ihs hands of ilie Goy- 
ernment? Do not gGnllemen see, th«n, that by 
this policy wc utterly Heatroy the great princijile 
vf each citizen, in equal proportion, contiibatiDc 
tp the support of tho Government? 

But the manufacturers tell us that they con* 
i^ume foreign fabrics and pay duties for the sup- 
Ijort of the Governn>ent. I know they do; but 
where do they get the wherewithal to ao ao> A 
heavy.tax iB imposed upon otl^er industrial pur- 
■uita Uiat they may lire and enjoy a large incoipei 
and out of their aurplua, thua created, thity pur- 
duiM foreign goods upon which duties are levied, 
Maually articles of luj(ury and not of neccaaity. 
The monufaciurerdenveit hiaabflity to purchase 
Ills urines and his silks from the policy of pro- 
lection, without which his moaufactunng indus- 
try irould have no exislpucf. Doe* it he iq his 
mouth to sav that, he, too, pays toward the lere- 
nue of the Gov'crnmont l_ 

The policy which diminiahes. the resourcan of 
one branch of industry for the purpfise of ena- 
bling another to tire, and which otherwise must 
starvie, and which cannot live. without bounties 
^d fostering protection, is substftntially and 
practically a pauper. U is to cry out " Give, 
give us from your surplus — give, or we die!". 
What ifisdom, vhat juatice., what propriety is 
there^tn such a policy? t khoi^ thftt gentlemen 
■ay it makee us independent. Indlnet^derit 1- 
that if an argument oa old as the law. "Does this. 
|>olicy make the ilour-dealer or thp ^heat-grower 
independent ? £>oes it make him independent to 
t«ka a port of his crop to enable another citizen 
to moke a blanket ? 

The principal objects of monufactufling and pro- 
tective solicitude are sugar, woolens, cottons, and 
iron. I propose to show their present condition, 
iviiig the amount of our imports, and the amoUirt 
1 ear domestic produAion.^ 
The gross amount of manufactures, inchidii)£ 
ttills* mohLHes, Ac, w\ 
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idlovingthatmanufiu:tarefl, to a large amount, ex- 
isted at those eariy dates, tlar^e amounta of theae 
totals ai-e strictly domeaUc,and would exiat 
under a system of free trade. I have not been 
able to lay my hands on any estimates tot those 
■ereral periods of exiiorts of domestic manufof - 
tvres. But I Und, that in 1846 we exported 
All.139,583; and in 1856, 130,970^ ^onb of 
domestic manufactures, of which nearly Hven 
millions was of cotton. 

But I b^ to call attention to the following table, 
in which will appear our consumption of foreign 
monufactumd woolens, coltoos, iron and manu- 
foctures of iron, and sugar: 

Manafae- Mamtfae- JrOM Mi 
ITMr. (MTM (wed mtatm/mimrm Awo*. 

ipoalaiM. eationt, o/iron. 

§8:;:::: ' 

1M8 is;oat 

IMB J3,503^ ls;iB3;7SS ij^BSifiltr l'^',TSD. 

isu mj)ai,m isfi^Lfiia. io,8S4^ 6,»5q,716 

iM 10!^,930 9l,mfiKl 10,760,313 ) 3,478,709 

im 17,346,184 18,716,741 I8,S43,.W 19,g?7.393 

tSU 37,051.904 30,413JUI mM3JWa UAW'^ 

law 3MIS.Kr4 ^47S,m 3B,9S8,3U 11,004,630 

18U 33^,446 U,743jB3 a3>4jJt74 13,Stf4^ 

1^ 30,705,1C1 34,337,504 31,618,718 31,395,154 

Thi« table ahows the ateady, uniform growth 
of. our foreign importation of these indispensable 
manufactures. Amounting in the last year to the 
ivgp amp of 197,956,537, more .than one third 
of our consumable imports, it flimiihed a m>b|e 
basis fer commercial exchange, brought pur- 
chasers into our markeu for our staple produc- 
tions, and enabled us to command remunerative 
prices for the $77,187,301 of breadatuffa and the 
tP38,389351 of cotton which we exported the 
post rw. It ifl difficult to estimate the wide- 
spread rain which would hare inevitably orer- 
Vkken pur grain-growinf^ and plontinc Suites, as 
well as our shipping inlaruu, but war this im- 
portant trade. 

I as^ware, Mr. Chairman , that this tiUilB mpy 
Ife perverted to the support of ernmeoui eonolu- 
aiona. It will no doubt be u^ed that thefie large 
amounts could be furnished to consumers by home 
industry, and that foreign industry should be ex- 
cluded, apd not thus fostered and auatoined. The 
answer ia plain and simple: these importations 
itre now pajd for by hflma induatry — by industry 
in its most manly and invigoratiiiK form, by toil 
in the field, by labor in the light of day, refreshed 
by the winds of heaven, ^nd with a home tp 
ykiek to retire, where it mav sit down under 
iU) Qvn vine and fig tree,«nd nave Qon« to au^t 
it ofroidr This industry would Im Taluelew with- 
out aforeign marjitet;and we cannot acU without. 
V« bi)y. This is an axiom* says Mr. Adams, 
oftea^ in our. country for forty years. 

Qllt it vill be aaid that tiie production of these 
fTfiitl articles in our country.!* necessary to hw 
independence. Let mu Mr. Chairmen, examiw 
into the progress.and prMent«ondition of these 
hronphei of our inauslry. We find thAn as folr 
loV>: 

Home production cftke artieia r</eiTed to. 

l^(«wt!)»^M,786 70|«4j7" wjlw^ ^^lj«l 

in 1856 we imported (07,956,537 of woolens, 
cottojosj iron and roanu/ao(ureeDfirQn,and.sUgar. 
Ifl by estimAte b((#ed upon official data, wft 
produced of the sanie subjfcif ta27,079,7S4, more 
than double our imporjations. Of these sutuecta 
w« are' exporting cpafliderobJe quantities of m«n- 
u^Mired cotton and iron. Qf iroa Secretory 
Guthrie says, ** it will have pnnwaion of the 
home marltet between thii anil the year 1670." 
Can it then be aoid that, ^iih our vast capamty 
to produce these important orliolea, we are de- 
peikdent on foreigocm? 

Uraiyalao be said that, if we. will give our 
iDanufaciarera the home market, they wUI tftke 
our productiona, A brief answer will . put this 
right. According to the census reiuraa of 
it took 23^7^ nudes and 16^74 females to 
IVoduM tA3,a07.545 of wooleiis; 33^159 males= 
and 58.136 females, to prodace Ul,8SBaai of. 
c0UonB;6O,O49maIeajuul 336 fbmiudi, to produce 
|6l)»4iSffi73 of iron, and thenaniibcuint thereof, 
mfut^ va. 9ttnt^ of: KOpde.of . Mj^Mft, 



I| produced by 191,732 operatirea. In 1356, we 
' imported of those articles |76,C61,383, which ^fe 
; could hare pi;oduced with about 90,000 opora- 
1 tivea. How much of our breadstufi^ exported 
I, thai year,(l656,)amountingto|77qlS7 ,301, would 
^ they have consumed? Mot two milliona !^ And 
'l witnout foreign tmdti, what would have 1>ecome 
. of the balance ? ^hy, it would have rotted upon 
our haiida, and thg ability to buy ercn the domes- 
, tic article would have been taken away. 
I Mr. Chairman, we must notshut out the foreign 
customer. He must be allowed to come into our 
market on equal terms. A ahoip competition be- 
tween the domeatic and the foreign mannfaetuicr 
must be encouraged. Reduce un to the home mar- 
ket, and the destruction, or at any rate, th^ deep 
injury, of the most valuable and deairable indos- 
try of the country is the inevitable eonaequenee. 
Woolens, eoumw* icon, aadeugor. having reached 
their climacterie, should be pressM' forward by tw 
further encouragement, ana should share in Lha& 
reduction of duty calk^ tor imperatively by the 
plethoric condition of tim TKoaury. 

Our woolen manufacLurcrs, however, oze not 
content, and. notii([ith^taoding tho rapid develop- 
ment of this interest, the cry of^istreas is heard, 
and free wool ia demand^. This {question has 
occupied much attention here andelqewbere; acd 
the gentleman from Massofihusetts [Mr. Da 
Witt] most extraordiiiariiy took the ajraund 
that in 1829, under the tariff of 1^, the high 
duty thereby imposed caused the manufacturers 
of wool to dwindlei that the compromise tariff 
of 1832 had the same efiect; indeed that the tarif 
of 1842 still pressed it downward ; and that under 
the tariff of 1846 the mfinufacturing interest in 
wool melted awav like the maraiii|e dew. If 1 
mistake the genJeman, I should like to be cor- 
rected. Now let us, and let the committee loofc 
at it. In 1829 there was a high tariff, and in 1£^ 
there was a tariff with a (Uscendii^ scale; in 
1842 another high tariff, and in 1846 a inodiSed 
tariff, with a great reduction upon wool. Uo«- is 
it, Uicn, that the manufacturing interests in wool 
in New Elngland, as the genueman stated, has 
diminiobedand suffered, oiw finally melted away? 
Vet that was the position which the gentkman 
took. Now I beg to answer that position by 
calling the attention of the gentleman and of the 
committee to a few facts of which I have before 
spoken. I find that the woolens produced in 
1840 in the whole United States amounted to 
^,660.990.aud in 1650 to |.43,397,545; and from 
tne estimates of the Secretary of the Treosul-y 
I find that the amoimt produced in 1855 was 
f^,406,736. How is it that this rapid frowiK 
of the woolen interest should happen in ine face 
of the facts the eentleman asserts— that the wool- 
en interests of New England have melted away 
like the morping dfw f 

Mr. DE WITT. The estimate of the Secre- 
tary, I truqt thp gentleman knows, is not based 
lyion facts. Yoifheor from every part of the con- 
tinent of a rejuciion of wool since 1850. In the 
State of Ohio — pne of the beat wool-growing 
StfUes in the Tfnion — the reduction is four mif 
lions of pounds in the la^t mnQ y.earsj and the 
honorable ge|^enian from Vermont [Mr- Mos- 
itfu.] told you of areductlon in that State. Now, 
i)fn.y has the protjuction so dwindled away ? The 
(viuse ia clear. You have a duty upoa the raw 
material as brout as the one upon the manufac- 
tured article. You give the foreigner a bounty 
of thirty per cent. T^y have thirty per cent, the 
advantage of you; but not only that, labor is ten 
cents a day there for girls, while we pay fifty or 
sixty cenu for the same, and a like aifference 
exists OS to the li^r of men. They alao employ 
a capital the interest on which is leas than ours. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Still the gentle- 
man does not answer mr question. I give him 
the figures, and show, for instance, that in 1340 
the production of woolen goods amounted to 
i90,660.99p;Ishowthatin ISSOitwaa (43 ,297.545. 
Here, air,. ia on increase of more than one hundred 
per cent, in ten yearst 

Mr. DE Ay iTT. Doea the Secretary pretend 
that his figures are right? Doea he not say that 
there are some wool-growing distiicia from which 
no returns an mader 

Mr. SMlTj^of Viiipnii^ IhaveMennoaueh 
■uUeipent. 
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Mr. DE WITT; The lUitement is right be- 
fore you. ^ t 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentledifttt Kud 
thai the wool interest, whether under a high dr 
low policy, had dissipated like the morninj^ dew. 
t show from the census tables, (ta well as fk-om 
the tables furnisTied by the Secretary; that we 
brtduccd 120,000,000 of woolen fabrics in 1841), 
and |43,UOO,O0ll) in 1850, arid I^^OOo.OOb in 1855. 
according lo the Secretary's estimate, l.am deair 
ing with the United States now. and I shall detU 
with New England soon, arid the State of fiias- 
sachusctts aftera while. And I alisfrer the argu- 
ment of .the eentleman that the woolen , interest 
is sacrificed, oy showing a rnbti rapid increase 
in woolen goods than in any other branch of 
industry. 

Mr. D& WITT. Do yoq beB^Ve that there is 
as much wool grown to^ay as jthare was seVen 
years ago? 

Mr. gRjCITEu pf Vii^inia. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. DE WITT. Vo« dd believe it? 

Mr. Smith, of Virginia. Undoubtedly; and 
I will prove it before 1 stop. I have stated the 
amount of our productions, and I shall go per- 
haps a little further back when t come to Massa- 
chusetts and Viiginia. They bare often beep 
contrasted, aod I shall contrast thepi how, even 
in a manufacturing line. But noW l wish to call 
the attention of the coinmittcG to the importations. 
The gentleman from Masaachuselts said the other 
day that two or three hundred eitabllahmetits of 
Xiew England h^ stopped. 

Mr. De WITT. I did not wy so. 

Mi-. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, what is the 
proportion in importations ? In 184^ our importji 
of woolens were |d,653.765 against i!$,qOO ,000 of 
home madufactures. Whatwasitinl85Qf ^hy, 
the importations in 185Q wre but |I6,976,57i5 
against a production of 143*597 ,54&, showing that 
our imports, eten as late' as 18S0, did not increase 
in proportion with the increase of our produc- 
tions. And yet, says the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, the woolen interest has been dissolved 
like thet morning dew. 5olil^ewise,according to 
the estimate of tLe Secretary of the Treasury, our 
productions in 1B56 v^re t56t00b,00d against 
an impdrtatioq of j^,397^4. I mentipn these 
things, because the committee cannot, fail to per- 
ceive that this cry aliouf the wool interest is alto* 
gather fallacious and.mtstakeii. 

Mr. DE WITT. Do I undsrslud you to s^y 
that the piroductiona increued to |56,0(KM>0O in 
J855? 

Mr. SMITH, of Viiginia. 1 say tha iraport- 
tttions were (33,297,384 against |56,dOO,000 of 
prpductions. 

Mr. DE WITT. Where, do you get your 
authority for the productions? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. lii tlia estimate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mr. DE WITT. And you still balieve that 
there is an increase of wool. There have been 
no machines built for woolen maaufactures since 
1350. That estimate will not answer. Give us 
fvts. ' t . 

Mr. SMtTili of Virginia, J pjm coming to 
that. Tiie gentleman will notdisfjriminate. He 
xa talking iu>out wool, and I am talking about 
woolen manufactures. 

Mr. DE WITT. I 4id understaiid you so. 
You estimated |56^,00U of monuActures in 
this country. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tiigviia. That is the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. - 

Mr- HE WITT. I aak, whether you believe 
that in woolen manufactures there has been one 
new machine started since 1650 ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not profess 
to knowL but I will show you directly. 

Mr. DS WITT. That you cahnot do. 

Mr- SMITH, of Vi^inia. We may as well 
spend our time on this point, perhaps. I wish 
to call the attention of the gentleman - to this 
fact. The value of the home wool wq#, in 1840, 
«1 1^45,^27. In 1850 it Was |l5,75S,08d. In 
less it was |23m944. * 
Mr. Dfi Wirr. 1 if thst is not merely 
ah estimiite/, , ..\ 

Mr. Sli|ITH, of Yiniaid. an oAcitd 

BtateMeUts 



Mr. DE WITT. Let us see them. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Her« they are. 
You ought to hate read Mr. Quthrie's repdn: 

Mr. DE WITT. You have no statirtica of 
wool for 1555. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The amount of 
our productions was SS,30'0,I14 pounds in 1840; 
93,91 fi,969pounds in IdSO; and61,5eO,ST9po4lad8 
hi 1B95. 

Mr. DOS WITT. I adi if this btst flpm f* 

not an estimate? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia.- Certainljc,^ it i^ an 
estimate: but it is, an estimate by the Secratliry 
of thh Treasury, fpunded on data befbre nl(0. 
But those other figures are not eSt^ateii; the^ 
are odicial. 

Mr. DE Witt. I ask the gentleman iif W.ool 
has not declined hior^ than |6,l)l)O,00O, insiCfid of 
increasing.^ll.OOO.ODO? The ^^92,944. i^. a? 
estimate On the increase fi-pm i84uto 1850; but 
wool has declined eveiry day since; and there is 
not a gentleman representing a wool-growing con- 
stituency here that docs not bnowthat. 

Mr. SMiTH, of Virginia. I am surprised lo 
hear the gentleman, who is a practical manufhc- 
turer-- — 

Mr. Bp Witt. Not a woolen one. 

Mr, SMITH, of Virginia. I am surprised that 
one who knows sp much On the subject should 
not be able to treat this guestion on my^videqc^, 
which is the evidebce afforded by the official rec- 
ord. 

Mr. DE WITT. It is an estimate. 

Mr. SMITH, orVirginia. No,sir. Thefig- 
ures for 1840 arcijio estimate. 

Mr. DE WITT. 1 iigree to it. 
. Mr. SMITH.'ot" Virginia. Nor is 1850 an es- 
timate. ' 

Mr. DE WITT. I agree to it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vire inia. Th? Secretary of 
the Treasury states ip hts report that he had made 
a most careful examination of this question, with 
a view to press his policy oh the country — the 
very policy of the gentleman. He says he made 
a tnost thorqugh and critical examination on, this 
subject, and gave it morf than ordinary attention; 
and the reuull of it i^ that the amount of wool 
in the country is $1,560,379 pounds in 1855, to 
52,516,959 in 1850, and to 35,802,114 in 1840. 
Will (he gentlemfui be .good enough to tell me on 
what evidence he relies to put down that testi- 
mony ? 

Mr. DE WITT. I am glad there is one point 
in, the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
that meets with the gentleman's approval. The 
g,T^&t point he has taken so raucli care to explain 
IB not with reference to wool. He has spoken On 
a great principle. I trust that he does not believe, 
with the gentleman from Virginia, that the duty 
of thirty per c^ot. is a tax upon the consumer. 
If I believed like him, that it was a tax* I would 
throw it f^. . 

Blr. SMITH, of Vii^inia. When I make an 
inquiry, I want the gentleman to respond to it. 

Mr. MORRIIaL. And I would subiiiit to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts that after we have 
volunteered our testimony, it is not in order to im- 
peach Quf own witness. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DEWITT. When I have interrupted the 
gentleman from Virginia, I supposed that I was 
invited to make reply to what he had said. I do 
not wish ever to be out of order in debate. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. lam sura the gen- 
tleman would not interrupt me out of order. The 
Secretary of the Treasury says: 

The Maiiiitict upof Uie production and f mportatlou of 
wool, and manufkclurefl of wool, liiive been prepared with 
care, In order lo |jlace the c|aestirms, connected with the 
prnductioa and tmpartaiion of wool and manuAKtiiM)! or 
wool, lavolved is (bp proposttlon, to admli wool u a nw 
mateiUl Jttx of duty, ><illy and fltirly before ^onfres^ 
It win be Men that ui lB4o, ncciirdiTig lo the census oT 
that yeftft we mtuiulkeiuretl wu6Ien goods to the vntiie dl* 
ffiafioajiw, and Uiai in adil^|^^« tatpofKa iiianttfte 



tiUM of wool (0 the vslM of < 



1,785 i BiBkmc o^r dm- 



tamiKion of, ihe manul^tur^a of wool 339,348,TM, sad ifi,« 
c oh siini pi ion of one Mnm andseVtnily-oiie Knd nfneiy-foar 
one hlindrcdttia cent* fbr rftcH pcraon then M Ibe United 



SutM. Ttis eeaSMs of 1840 doM Bat gtva tfeo amber dT 
b<!»»nm fiflvwoil 
'a&Glure of wool 

tiho lK<fAiulrid Ave hundrad ihd tttif 
United States, with ^.llAfiSO of cap! ul, devoted (A 
BSiniltwnr»iirwoal,«^aa pMOunlSr anw le.wblcb 
Ibe ftciories wen sUsaud I alMt, ibst the nssttlSctares of 



I d«v9(Mi (o, n9r Ibe ««vUat employ^ In. Uia awi- 
: of wool. Tbe ccnana of AgidO shows there wue 
Aiulrid Ave hundrad ihd tttif-tiitie fael^MdA In ffiu 



wool amounted to 44^,007,545. and wc Imported mnnutht- 
lures of wool lo tbf^iiie of VlBiSTAjSTS, making o<rr coa- 
•mnptlottofin&ii^urtiireaorwaal 9M,lB4,liW,u>d the con. 
jfunptloa 9r.93 litr each perwn in the I^oiwd 3taiw- 
IT wc estimate die increased v^uc of our wool^a unuDifoc- 
tdViA, since tSSO, St Ibe rfitip of the bicreniie b^iivG^n IBiD 
and ISJD, It lives ouF mtuMtracton!* of wool hi 9.'Ki;fM' 7^ 
M Mm year JUfifii a>Ml.*r« 0<mI Sie,vAM oT onr lnsmcutkick 
frr,|W«iAcUtrn,<)f wpipls^ijRS. yaar ISS^^ Ma;i97,an, 

iBrtbltf- three anawKifrffl MtiMft^StWs ceWh'Ss tfie b/M- 

tablM sin riunr, *\ iQs pwlod* of MMl am laa, tl* 
nlue of life orpducsil <» tbeJ^iuw.SiUtthaBdsMb 

the vnlue of wool (jnp<irl(?i;l iiyto osited Snan, St tna 
Amc period^ lew the exerts oF wOoI." 

Hei^ we ^e that Secretary of the Treasui^ 
says he has carefully preparea these, statistics 
wiih.avi^w tp^ringiiig wpolind)ity)^i$. Surely 
the reiideriiaB fr'o|ij .Massaphusetts ought not lo 
be allowed t'p impeach Ijiii oyfii witness. Jt is wit^ 
Ihli view, and upon this estimate, that hje allows 
61,000,0(H|p9und8 of wpc^^ worthj|SS,0(IO,000. 1 
beg W pall QtUntibn to another fact. Tf^ wot^ 
iq.lBfO amoilnted tp |]l.OOO,OqO; iia 1850, ij^ 
jlS^OOOjOOp, an increase of .upwi(rt^ of fifty pe;- 
cent, in teti years. In 1655 It amolintcd to 
123(000,000, aii increase of fifYy per cent, in fivs 
years. It isa eiirious fac^t, that tor the first ten 
vearstbe value of our.growlh of vool increased 
nlly per cant.; and th&t for the next five years it 
sjsd increased fifty per cent. Yet^ in tjie face 0^ 
this demon stiiption, tjhe eentieiQan insists that th^ 
manufacturing interest ^th'e North is dwindling 
away. I beg to direct the geptleman's notice to 
another table I have here. It ia with r^ferenea 
to Massachusetts, his own State, and will shovr 
that I am hot entirely ignorant of her inberests. In 
1810, Massachusetts produced ^,014,410 worth 
of woolcq qianufactures, and of all fabrici 
#18,337,511 worth. This mduded bouseholA 
manulacturea. In l^iO,when the system of cal- 
culation was changed, and ii became a mere oueif- 
tion of factory labor, she produced only |!^4(850 
worth, of woolens, and of all &bric8, 0,533,614, 
In 1830, after twenty y^nrs under^e aiimulatihg 
policy of the tarifTp of tha^ time, iwr whole pro- 
duction amounted to ](7^IS,836. In lS4p,thcr<s 
beiiw a alight resf^tion in woolcris, in teti years 
she f^U off some ft300,000. In 185Q, the production 
of woolen goods nad grown up to4i:^770,565,aod 
tbeaggregate of h^r manufactures toil51^40t»0^. 
Here, then, you see asteady erowth of manufaj»- 
tured goods. Yet ve are told that the mahulhe- 
turing industry of Massachusetts has dwindled 
away ! 

I nave shown that Massachusetts has grown 
steadily in her manufacturing industry from aji 
aggregate production in ISlO of |3,Sf}0,OQO, 
up to an a^regate production in 18m) of aboitt 
|l51,500,0w}; and yet gentlemen iM>me here and 
siay that her home manufacture has been com- 
pelled to give way to foreign productions ! 

li) this connection I will refer to the produc- 
tions of my own State* Virginia, on which the 
gentleman may ponder with some profit. In ISIQ, 
Virginia produced |l,C^,7m of woolen goods, 
in a domestic form mostly; aod an aggregate of 
(16,806,096. In. 1830, when the new pnnupta 
was adopted of giving an account of factpryprp- 
ductioQ alone, her protluction was 1198,020 of 
woolen goods, and-|£^6,699 of all kinds of 
maoufactured goods. Her production of woot^ 
goods in 1820 nearly equaled that of Massaehu- 
aetu for the same period. In 1830 there was no 
return. In 1840 she produced of Woolen goods 

t 147,793, and bf all kinds of fifbrica |S0,68l,^ 
n 1850, she bad 131 establishments formanufa^ 
turing woolens, producing £841,013; while her 
oggi^atc manufacturing inoustry had grown ^ 
Pi, 967 ,97 6— increasing her woolens in ten years 
over six hundred per cefitM-and her aggregate 
manufactures more than fifty per cent,; aria.we 
inust not forget that she also produced breadstuffs 
and other agricuUitral products, at the same time, 
more than enough to feed all New EnglanI). Tn 
Virginia, her manufacturing indiistry, thrifty aiid 

f rowing, rests tfppn our agricultural productions. 
n Massachusetts tlie system is entirely reyersei^, 
and she is atisolutely dependent on others lhap 
herself for bread. Can she be regarded as ind£- 
pepdent? ■ i ■ 

But, sir, thera ^tber l&cts u to MasMi^lf- 
setts. I hxn here a inmous tiwte, U wblot I 
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wish to call the attention of the committee. The 
gentleman from MasBachuaetti^called upon the 
gentleman from Vermont to know whetner the 
wool produced in that State had not diminished; 
ud when the response was in the affirmative, the 
eentleman from Maasachusetta gave us quite a 
Tiitle dramatic display , to our ereat ente'rtainmeAt. 
He need not faaTS gone to Tntrmont to ascertain 
that Act, b«eauie Massachiiaet tf > ufc lf ia worse 
off in that re^wct. Let me ioform the gentleman 
that we have a great number ofVermont sheep in 
Vii^nia, and we furnish you such wool as yoo 
cannot raise in New England. Your Connecticut 
manufkcturers come into ray district, Ind give us 
fifty-five cents per pound for our wool — fire cents 
more than they pay at bone. 

Now let me give you a pretty exposition in 
this respect of sneep in the eastern States. I find 
that in Vermont, in 1840, there were 1,681,819 
sheep, while ii 1850 she had only 1,014,132 sheep. 
Maine, in 1840, had 649,364 sheep; and in 1850 
only 451,577. New Hampshire, in 1840. had 
617,390 sheep; and in 1850 only 384,756. Con- 
necticut, in 1840, had 403,463 sheep, and in 1850 
only 174,181. Rhode Island, in 1840, had 90,146 
sheep, and in 1850 only 41,296. Massachusetts, 
the geniJeman's beloved State, [Mr. De Witt. 
Yes, air,] in 1840, bad 375,236 shc^, and in 1850 
only 188,651— just about one half. Thus the num- 
ber of sheep has been reduced in those States, in 
ten years, from 3317|303 in 1840, to 3,854,583 
in 1850. 

Here yoo see the secret of the present policy. 
"Wool is no longer a staple interest of New Eng- 
land. She is letting it pasa ?outh, with many 
other good things; and when she gets rid of it as 
an interest, she wonts to make it subordinate to 
the rulinginterestofNew England— her manufac- 
turing industry. Sir, wool baa gone on inciSasing 
in the period to which I have referred, but not in 
New England; but why, I cannot tell, unless it 
be their conviction that if they can get this Gov- 
ernment to foster tfieir manufactural industry they 
can turn out their millionaires infinitely faster than 
they can by following their flocks over the bar- 
ren, rocky pastures of New England. 

But that is not all. To show what madness 
marks the New England policy, I call attention 
to another view. The Secretary tells us that 
woolen cloths ore absolutely necessary, and that 
wc con produce any quantity of them. I say that 
• tho bread that feeds us is infinitely more import- 
ant. Let us see what New England is doine in 
supplying her own wants in that respect. Ver- 
mont, in 1840, produced 495,800 bushels of wheat, 
and in 1850, 535,953 bushels. Maine, in 1S40, 
produced 848,166 bushels, and 1850, only 396,3S9 
bushels. New Hampshire, in 1840, produced 
433,124 bushels of wheat, and in 1850, only 
185,658. Connecticut, in 1840, produced 87,099 
bushels of wheat, and in 1^, only 41,763. 
Rhode Island, in 1840, produced 3,038 bushels of 
wheat,Bnd in 1850, only 49 bushels. Mossaehu- 
■Bett8,in1840, produced 157,953 bushels of wheat, 
and in 1850, only 31,211; a falling off in the 
New England States in ten years of about one 
haif, and iGaving for her whole population in 1B50 
only 1,090,892 bushels of wheat. Is this inde- 
pendence? Relying upon outsiders — and it may 
come to be unfriendly outsiders — for that article 
of prime necessity, bread ! Why, Mr. Chairman, 
it will take, I believe, the whole wheat production 
of New England to size her cloth. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot imagine a more un- 

Eromising future than that which awaits New 
Inglnnd, notwithstanding her present glorious 
prosperity. With her great interest tending west- 
ward ana southward — witli her sterile soil and 
hyperborean climate — with growing dependence 
upon others for the raw materials which she man- 
utScturcrf and the'food which she consumes, it 
may be assumed tnat she has reached her zeniib. 
It matters not whether the protective policy be 
persisted in or abandoned, t«e result will be the 
same. Manufacturing industry, with increasing 
population and capital, Is looking for more genial 
climes, and nothing can arrest it. Of this Vir- 

S'niasnd other States ore illastrations. But in 
oa^ States manufacturing industry will be the 
helpmate, as it should be, and no^ as in New 
'.England, master— mistress— lotd. 
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stsU oflbe Unioa,Bnd bavlag under eoaiidcratiait lbs bill 
(H. B. Ns. sat) to rediKs Uu duly on Import!, and for other 
purpoaea — 

Mr. GARNETT said: 

Mr. CiiAiaMAH: The most philosophic of Brit- 
ish statesmen has said that the rewnue is the 
Government; and when t regard the multitude of 
interests that it draws along in iu train — when I 
consider the magnitude of the questions involved 
in- its collection and distribution, I feel disposed 
to agree with htm. It is no light thing, year aAer 
year, and generation after generation, lo take a 
portion of the eornines of one class or section 
of the community to bestow upon another; yet, 
when this is done in the economical administra- 
tion of the fair and legitimate functions of Gov- 
ernment, it ia but the price paid, and profitably 
paid, for the advantages of that guanptee and 
safeguard of social denization, and oPindivid* 
ual freedom. Let your Government transcend 
these duties; let it assume powers not properly 
belonging to tt; let it undertake to dictate the 
employments of capital and labor, and foster one 
branch of induMry at the expsDse of another; let 
it expend its revenues in reckless extravagances, 
in supporting armies of official dependents, and 
making fortunes for every needy political adven- 
turer; then, sir, this annual collection and dis- 
bursement of taxes becomes the robbery of tKe 
tax-payers by the tax-consumers, and the outrage' 
is almost too heavy to bo borne. I greatly fear 
that this Government approaches, iTit has not 
already reached, that point in its fiscal operations. 
The eloquent gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
DAVia],Mud that Congress had never oeen guilty 
of secuonol injustice in its Iwistation; and 1 was 
astonished at the boldness or this assertion when 
your statute-book is black with the grossest 
inequalities, between North and South, in the 
revenue system, as I shall, to some extent, show, 
before I have done. 

First, sir, look at your expenditures, and the 
frightful rate st which they have increased. I 
need not go back to Mr. Van Bureo 's Presidency, 
when the wholb* country was convulsed with 
indignation at an expenditure of t25,000,000 to 
$30,000,000 per annum. Nor will I return lo 
1843, when Mr. Clay estimated that the Oovem- 
ment could be iairly administered for #36,000,000, 
while Mr. Calhoun put it down to |I6.000,000. 
Nor will I dwell on 1845-46, the first year of Mr. 
Polk's administration, when the expenditures, 
exclusive of payments on account of public debt 
and Mexican hiuiilitiea, were only |23^4,296. 
But, sir, I will take a year since the Mexican war 
—since the empire of the Pacific was added to our 
dominions, and within this present administra- 
tion, and I find that in the fiscal year 1853-54 the 
entire expenditures, exclusive of public debt and 
the installment.due to Mexico, were |44,016,S49, 
while this last year, 1855-56, they have suddenly 
swelled up to ^7,173,401, being|l,343,306 more 
! than they were in the beightof the Mexican war, 
when our forces rested on either ocean, and our 
flag not only protected our own domain, but 
waved in triumph in every province of Mexico. 

How, I demand, has this monstrous result been 
attained? By any just eXfmnsion of our func- 
tioas? By any fair- exercise of our constitutional 
powers? No, sir, no! 

It was a maxim with the fathers of the Repub- 
lic, that the post office establishment sbsutd sup- 
port itself; those who received the benefit were to 
pay the expense, fi|^^xOverDment might as well 
undertake the gralRoua transportation of any 
other goods, wares, and merchandise, os of news- 

Eapera and letters. Bat the ancient landmarks 
Kve been efioced , and the post office has become 
an eleemosynary institution, for whose support 
wc annually appropriate over three millions of 
taxes. 

Look next at yo«r Navy— not at -the expenses 



of the Navy proper, though they, too, have in- 
creased; but under Oie specious name of naval 
defense and steam mail Bervice,you pay a million 
and a half of money in bounties to a few fhvored 
individuals to compete with legitimate private 
enterprise. The enect is not only to waste the 
revenues, but actually to discourage the increase 
of our steam tonnage on the ocean; for what pri- 
vate capital can ventare to compete with men who 
ere snstoined And guarantied by your overflowing 
Tnosury? 

The Army budget repeats the same extrev^ant 
tale. When Mr. Calhoun was at the head of the 
War Department the expense per man of the 
Army was 1264; last year it was |80S ! Sir, in 
the flood-tide of Mexican hostilities, when over 
forty thousand men were constantly under arms 
in a far distant and foreign territory, the expense 
per head was only seven dollars more than it now 
IS in a lime of profound peace ! 

And here, in your own Halts-^in the proviocft 
peculiarly under your own supervision, congres- 
sional extravagance hA become flagrant to the 
world. The Constitotiondeelares that" no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law;" and it 
was a principle with the old Jeflersonian Repub- 
licans, thaiaJl appropriations should be for specific 
purposes. But under the cover of a contingent 
fund for each House, the exclusive control of 
whose amount and expenditure is protected by 
the jealous self-love of either body, you have 
enabled one House of Congress lo do, at iu own 
pleasure, what the Constitution provides shoU 
require the consent of both Houses and of the 
President. The consequence is, that whenever 
either body wishes to make an expenditure which 
will not bear the constitutional ordeal of legisla- 
tion, it is crowded into this omnibus coniingcnt 
flind, which is steadily growing into one of the 
chief heads of expenditure. Consider, sir, your 
printing expenses. They do not even profess 
to be confined lo what is needed for the public 
business, or to be kept down by a strict economy, 
but you print so that members mav have books 
to give away and electioneer witn; that party 
favorites may have fat jobs to make fortunes on; 
and it is plainly avowed that, whether it cost 
more or less, your printing must be given to some 
editor or other, in order to support an oi^an fw 
the Executive and the party — as though a news- 
paper organ were one of the legitimate objects 
ibr which the Constitution allows us to raise taxes. 
In 1840, the expenditure for printinewas not 
quite one hundred thousand dollars. What is it 
now? The bills for printing, psper, engrvvii^, 
Ac., ore between one and two millions. It wis 
but the other day, I believe, that the chwrmanof 
the Committee of Ways and Means told us there 
would be a deficiency to provide for of two or 
three hundred thousand dollars on this head. 

Thus you see, sir, that these expenditures grow 
and mount up on every side; thpy are an over- 
whelming tide, that knows no ebb. How ^all 
they beVurtailed ? Hownhall thisexuberantex- 
travagance be stopped ? Can Congress apply the 
remedy by arresting or reducing appropriations? 
Why, sir, your Commillec of Wws and Means 
is little more tSan a repBtnition office fat the esti- 
mates of the Deportments. I do not imnagn the 
fidelity and ability ofits members; they but sub-s 
mil to causes they cannot resist. The Depa^* 
ments send in their estimates; so much, they say, 
is needed for such a branch of the public service. 
The committee csnnot examine all the evidence 
that supports each item. Tifthey cut down the* 
estimates, the only effect is,that next year the De- 

EartmentS report deficiencies. They say, •* We 
aveincurrea expenses, and entered upon opera- 
tions authorized oy law; here are the bills; you 
did not appropriate enough before, oi^ now yon 
must pay the deficiency,- or forfeit ihe pablic 
faith." And these defiaencies asually cover the 
whole original estimates, and add a Isige pci^ 
etntage besides. 

If Con^ss is thus weak to cure such evils, is 
jhe Executive more efficient? It may do much, 
out we must remember that the President and 
the Deportments, like Congress, are persecuted 
by the vast army militant of Jobbers and specu- 
lators and apoiUnnen. Enormous is the pnsntra 
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upon them to multiply offices and employmemB : 
and jobs for the reward of political fnenosi and ; 
liic ^ratiflcatiof) of that portion of ihcpubiic which | 
lives upon the taxes, and which, small as it com- ' 
fiaratiTcly ia, ^et makcB all the clamor and asiita- ■ 
lion of what 18 called political life. The toiling, | 
lax-paying masaos are ever quiet, exccptin those 
rare crises that make epochs in the life of a na- 
tion. You must recollect, alaoi the extreme diffi- 
culty with which a central Executive controls the 
!;xpcntlitun;s of subordinates thousands of mi\tv 
distant. As an inotance, look at the spectacle ', 
recently exhibited in Washington, where the I 
Gtovemor, in his anxiety to achieve some notable j 
leed in that distant proconsulate, aasumed a i 
roving commission through the Territory, buy- I 
ing up Indian titles to vast hunting ground, : 
which the whites did not need, ana requiring 
those wild children of nature to becpme quiet | 
Sffriculturista on. reservations which an intelligent { 
officer has described to me as unfit for a wild | 
beast. And when the untamable spirit of the < 
red man rebelled against this forced revolution in 
his manner of life, our Governor called it war; 
and the result is, that the expenditures have ex- 
ceeded the estimates even of the Departments, 
and your Imlian appropriation bill, which went 
with modest dimensions to tlic Senate, has re- 
turned with a tEii) larger than the body. And it 
is rumored that demands, amouming to some 
millions of dotlara, are yet in protective. But, 
however you may complain, however the Exec- 
utive may censure its uubordinatca, the har(n is 
done, and the bills must be met, or it is sai^ the 
public faith will be threatened with dishonor, and 
the territorial peace with disturbance. 

I aay, then, Mr. Chairman, that even the Ex- 
ecutive itself finds it difficult to control these 
expenditures. And there is no better illustration 
than the fact I before stated, that they have grown 
from 844,000,000, in 185.3-54, to over $57,000,000 
in 1855-56, during ibe Presidency of a man to 
whom the whole country, and especially the 
South, owes deep g^ratitudc for his manly defense 
of the rig-hts and institutions of all sections, and 
for his pure and just adminislnition. Yetdcspite 
such high qualities in the chief Executive, des- 
pite (he anxioi}s endeavors of the chief of the 
finances to enforce strict accountability through- 
out his Department, our expenditures have out- 
grown every former precedent of the Conftderocy, 
whether in war or in peace. Mow, then, shall 
they be reduced ? I answer, by curtailing the rev- 
enue, and by t^pt alone. Even under the system 
of indirect taxaiisn, which more than any other 
diminishes the responsibility of the Government 
to the people fbrextrara^nce, the amount of the 
revenue is a strong practical limit upon expendi- 
ture. Increaseyour revenue to one hundred mil- 
lions, and my word for it, the expenditures will 
grow with it; but cut it down, and the people 
will not permit their Bervants to create a public 
debt in time ofpeaee. 

I am glad, therefore, to sec a general concur- 
rence in the opinion that the revenue must be 
reduced. In truth, the increasing surplus threat- 
ens to derange the operations of business, and 
alnrma the commercial classes. The question 
before 'us is, how, and to what extent, snail this 
reduction be made ? 

I nm willing to take as the standard the ex- 
penditures of three years since, lavish as they 
were. I have shown that the amount then was 
•44,016,349. I will even add (1,000,000 more, 
and make $45,000,000 my limit. Here, then, is 
the revenue rcquia'd. Last year the customs 
yielded (64,022,863, and the average for three 
yeors has been $60,424,383. The revenue from 
public lands was, last year, (8,917,644, and the 
average for three years was |^ ,628 ,49 7. You do 
not, therefore, need quite as much as (36,000,000 
from customs to make a total revenue of fully 
(45,000,000. IlfDilowa that we may, and shouM, 
cut off at least (24,000,000 of tvces on imports, 
so as to bring our expenditures down to. even 
decent economy. This would be a reduction of 
forty percent.; and if I base Uie estimate upon 
last year's revemie, instead of the average of 
three years, the reduction oughlto be stiil larger. 
But to reduce the rctmue forty per cent,, you 
must reduce the taxtt at least fifty per vent; for 
to lowN the tariff will >timalate imp<vtiitioik 



These (34,000,000 which Government now levies 
on the consumers of the imports to lavish on the 
consumera of taxes, may then be spent in pur- 
chasine other imports. ThearUcles of coasump- 
tion4^11 be cheaper, and the demand for them 
more extensive. And in estimating the revenue 
from the reduced lanfT, you must calculate upon 
the basi's of an increased importation. 

I next proceed to compare the several propo- 
sitions before the committee, with this' estimate, 
and I'cannot see how its Cbrrectness can M dis- 
puted . 

First, the gentleman fVom Indiana [Mr. Mace] 
proposes a uniform^dutv of fifteen per cent.-; and 
thotigh I do not think tnat the same duty can be 
the true revenue dutyfbraJl articles, yet this rate 
is so low as to do no great injustice to any one, 
and it will, in my opinion, yield an ample reve- 
nue. Next, the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Botce] proposes to reduce all the schedules 
over twenty per cent, in the preacnt tariff to that 
rate. Thiswould beagreatrdief totheinduslry 
of the country, and would yield revenue enough, 
and perhaps even too much. Next come the 
amendments of niycolleagues from Vi^tnia, [Mr. 
MiLLBOK And Mr. Faulkher,] who each propose 
ratable iVuRliona on the present schedules. 
The fornr'r reduces the one hundred per cent, 
duties to fifVy, the forty per cent, to twenty-five, 
and the thirty to twenty. The latter preserves 
the present schedules, and makes a general re- 
duction of thirty-three and one third per cent, 
on all. 

Of these propositions I prefer the moat thor- 
ough and radical; for we need a strone remedy in 
the present dangerous condition of thoTVeuury; 
but I am willine to take either. 

I come next to the araendmeBt of the minority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
■ by my esteemed colleague, [Mr. Letcher.] 

Mr.WAKEMAN. That has been withdrawn. 

Mr. GARNETT. I understand not. It was 
introduced lost session in despair of anything 
better. Its reductions are accompanied by some 
other features which 1 cannot approve. I know 
they are to be regarded as the price to be paid for 
the reductions, but 1 submit that the price is too 
high for so small a concession. My colleague 
and I thoroughly agree to our views and princi- 
ples on this subject; and 1 never diflTer from him 
on any financial question without sincere pain 
and diffidence; for I know his lai^ experience, 
his tried ability, and matured judgment. But, 
sir, will a general reduction of twenty per cent, 
on the present schedules of duty accomplish our 
great object of reducing the revenue in any notable 
degree? With the stimulus it must give to im- 
portation, you connotexpect that twenty per cent, 
reduction of duties will diminish the revenue more 
than ten per cent., or about (6,000,000; and for 
my own part, I doubt whether it would bring it 
below the (60,000,000, the average of the bit 
three years. Now, I ask, is it vrortlt while to 
enter upon a readjustment of the tariff for this 
petty reduction ? Especially, is the gain suffident 
to compensate for the departures from the arrange- 
ment of duties in 1846? The tariff of that year 
contains one great principle which commended it 
to the country; I mean the ad voforem principle. 
A specific duty taxes the poor man as much upon 
his cheap clothes and plain subsistence as the rich 
man upon hiscostlyraimentand luxurious living. 
The tariff of 1846 wiped out thai iniquitous sys- 
tem from the statute-book, aa I trust, forever, and 
substituted the universal principle of taxing every 
article of consumption according to its value, and 
thus making every man contribute to the sup- 
port of Government in proportion to -his ability. 
Next, by a general reduction and readjustment 
of duties, if everywhere approached nearer to a 
revenue standard. Yet it still contained many 
duties that were highly protective, and which 
could be justified only ns l^ransition to a purer 
system. 

Now, sir, I am willing, if I can do no better, 
to leave the arrangement of articles in tliat tariff 
untouched for the present, and' to make a general 
reduction in lis schedules of a fifth, a fourth, a 
third, pr ti half, as the House may agree. But if 
any change is to be made, I insist, it must be 
made in the direction of free trade. I will not 
to a retrograde itep towarda protection; and 



here is my objection to this minority amendment. 
It does alter a few of the schedules, and every ' 
alteration is towards protection. Sir, out of 
all woolen manufactures it selects blankets — an 
article of large importance to the lobon^rs of the 
southern States, and indeed of universal con- 
sumption throughout the entire Union — and while 
the (luty is reduced on all other woolen coods, 
blankets are excepted, and subjected to as neavy 
a tax aa ever. Mean time, air, wool itself is 
brought down to eight per cent. It stood before 
at the same rate with woolen manufactures. Why 
change it now ? If it be said that it will lower 
the cost of production, and Uius cheapen the man- 
ufactured goods, 1 answer Oiat the diminished 
cost of production will only swell the profits of 
the manufacturer, and 4101 benefit the consumer, 
unless it is so diminished as wholly to exclude' 
the foreign article; for that must always sell for 
enouf^h to cover the foreign cost wkh the duty 
added. And the very fact of importation proves 
that the home manufacturer sells at the same 
price; and to enable him to buy his wool cheaper, 
IS only to swell his profits, and not diminish his 

Ericc. The chief cost in all manuraciurcs is the 
ibor, not the raw material; and irhWa that is so 
much dearer here tlian abroad, it is vain to talk 
of underselling the foreign goods, even with the 
prraent heavy duties. But if the home manufac- 
turers could undersell the foreign woolens, with 
the proposed duly of twenty-four per cent, added 
to ttieir cost, what would be the effect? You 
would not only lose revenue by the largely dimin- 
ished duty on raw wool, but give up a still larger 
sum on the woolen goods, then absolutely ex- 
cluded. And you must, ihi'reforo, make your 
taxes bear more heavily on cottons, sugar, iron, 
&c., in order to let the woolen manuftusturcr buy 
his raw material cheap, and sell his goods nearly 
twenty-four per cent, higher than they could be 
thought abroad. 

Sir, I repeat that protective concessions such as 
these, not to mention the navigaliun premiums of 
section third of the amendment, are too much to 
pay fortlie inconsiderable reduction which is hero 
proposed. I predict that if this amendment pre- 
vails, itwill next year be colled a eomprotntae, and 
Vc all know that in the legislative Jnrgon of these 
days, a compromise means a law forced by the 
strong- upon the weak, which interested parlies 
aTterwaros attempt to make irrevocable by invest- 
ing it Willi the sanctity of public faith. But I 
venture to declare that my colleague, and the mi- 
nority of the committee, propose this amendment 
with no such undersiandins;; and I ^Ive notice that 
if passed, it will be but the eniering wedge for 
further reform. Yes, sir, session after sesBion, 
and Congress af\er Congress, the labor of our 
country will agitate and ctamo^, until your taxeC 
are reduced to the true revenue point, and your 
expenditures confined by a slriet economy. 

Jattiee to tlie votes I may havo to give, required 
this cxplanauon of my views upon the amendment 
of my friend and colleague, [Mr. Letcbbb;] but, 
sir, all of these propositions, whether from Indi- 
ana, South Carolina, or Virginia, are in strong: 
contrast with the bill from tne majority of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, Fo^ all pro- 
ceed on the principle of tightening the btinlens of 
the people. 

Sir, in monarchic and aristocratic England, it 
has ever been considered a happy moment when 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer could open his 
budget in Pariiament by announcing a surplus in 
the revenues; for then ne could remit taxes, and 
relieve industry from a port of its burdens. But 
here, in this democratic country, our Chancellor 
of the Exchequer comes forward wi*h very dif- 
ferent designs. His whole solicitude is that a 
few favored pursuits shall levy undiminished 
bounties from the rest of the cotm try. HeaFrecs 
that the excessive revenue must be curtailpu; but 
he refuses the opportunity of reducing the weight 
of the taxes. With anxious caro for the profits 
of the manufacturer, he admils every article of 
bis consumption, every implementof his industry, 
either taxed very ligntly, or not at all; but att 
that he sells is protected by enormous duties, 
which the toilin" millions are taxed to pay. 

The people of this countir not only puy sixty 
odd millions of taxes to the-Pedofal Qovemment, 
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as much more in the fonn of enbanoed prices to 
the domestic manufacturers. Add, sir, ihe rere- 
mies of this extravafiant Federal Government to 
the direct tazra of the ^tei» mid you already 
have a mm for the annual oust of the whole ma- 
chinery of our Republican syatem, which nearly 
equals the expenseo of the monarchy of England 
in times of peace. sAer deducting tite charges of 
its debt. And when to this I add the indirect 
tribute to the manafacturine ioierest, I doubt 
whether class legislation and tyranny have not 
taxed American labor with a he&vter Jtand than 
the modern aristocracy of England presses upon 
British industiy for the support of its court, bril- 
Itant with the hereditary sjJendors of a thousand 
years; of its army, to which no quarter of the 
^obe is foreign; and of ijs navy, that bears the 
ensigns of .itsoominion between provinces, vastef 
than ever the Caesars ruled. 

Aod now, sir, when tliegeneralprosperityand 
the r.»ullfl of the wise legislation of 1846, permit 
«■ to reduce these taxes, your Committee of Ways 
and Moans seeks only the way to fasten them 
SQore securely upon the people. I need not carry 
the inquiry ur to discover tlie reason. From a 
third to a naif sf your entire revenue is raised by 
taxes on woolens, cottons, iron, and sugar — ar- 
ticles of universal conBumptioa,«nd used far more 
hugely in proportion by the ^oor ^an the rich. 
Upon all these articles ttie chairman of the Ways 
ud Means Committee maintains the tax in its full 
iolegrity. But i do him ii^jusiice ; he mokes one 
exception. One rednctiout he is willing to make; 
he Sfrees that the consumer may buy sugar for 
his tea or coffee a Utile cheaper 'than heretofore. 
Yes, sir, he has surveyed the wide country over 
for something to reduce the taxes on; be will not 
touch the manufactures of New England or the 
ifbn of Pennsylvania; but down in the fiu- South- 
west, on the coast of Louisiana, hefixea hi*dl«urea 
upon one pet lamb of the South to sacrifice for 
the benefit of the Northeast. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Howahoutwool, 
a neat staple product of my own State i 

Mr. GAANETT. True, be ^uti the wool of 
liis own State down to the same rate with sugar. 
But it is only another boon to his same idol, that 
•U-gra^ng and insatiable manafhcturing interest. 
It has fed upon agricultural laborers for more than 
a£eneration,andstilI it is greedy; like the daugh- 
ters of the horse-leech, its cry is still, "Give! 
give!" 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. That relievee me 
from the choi^ of sectionalism in my action on 
this subject. 

Mr. GARNETT. Sir, when that gentleman, 
and those who think with him, are legislating for 
the benefit of classes and raanafacturias capital- 
ists, let them remember that largest of aU claases, 
the laboring poor. When the poor constituent 
of such Representatives rises in the morning aod 
looks through the window, that admits thelight 
of heaven into his cabin, let him recollect that 
lifht is still taxed as heavily as ever by his 
lUpreBemative, when he had |34,000^of taxes 
to remit. When he puts on his ooarse cotton 
ehirt, and draws about him the woolen coat that 
is to shield him from the blasts of a northwestern 
winter, let him bear in nrindthaf his Represent- 
ativfl had $34,000,000 of taxes to release, but not 
one dime would he abate from the tribute upon 
tluM necessaries of life. When he goes forth to 
ibis daily work, whether he turns the sod of the 
prairie with his plow, or 19 the forge the anvil 
rings with his suirdy blows, let him again remem- 
ber that the tools of hit industry, the plow which 
hfl£uideB,and the hammcrwhicb he wields^still 
|wy the some heavy taxee, while his Representa- 
tive had these |34,OOD,000 to repeal. And this 
in the la^ff which the geotJeman seriously pro- 
poses for our acceptanee! Bir, if such be the 
creed of the partv of which the gentlenian is m 
distinguished leader, I take it that they cannot 
Jong maintain their hold upon the acncultural 
Korthwest. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. For the benefit 
of the Republican party, let me say tljat I lun not 
ncognized, I believe, as one of its leaders. 

fift. GARNETT. Well, sir, 1 always thought 
I saw a bright spot about that gentleman, and I 
•n glad to hear that my Mgacitv is justified. 
Wnwihil party dot* agtfKM^M»wat,he»U»4» 



by himself; and let me warn him to get, as quick 
as he can, out of the uncomfortable position in 
which he has placed himself, both in regard to his 
party relations and his larifT scheme. [Laughter.] 
The doors of the Democratic fold are still (flp to 
him; but he must first wash himself sevenumes 
in ihe waters of Jordan. [Much laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Iftbe^lleman 
wiU^ bock to the principles of Washington and 
Jefferson and Madison — the great leaders of the 
Democracy in its purer days — I will stand with 
him. 

Mr.<3ARNETT. Oh I I am very wilhng to 
go back to those principles. .Washington 's tariff 
was from seven to ten per cent. Let the gentle- 
man propose that, and I promise him he shall 
have many'votes on this sjde of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. ofOhio. In 1790, when the 
first tariff was made, approved by Washington, 
and voted for in Con^ss by all theleading siates- 
men from Viiginiaf it deelond that its objea was 
proteolion. 

Mr. GARNETT. T am very willing that the 
gentleman should ask me questions; but I hope 
he will not consume my time by discussion. 

I remarked, in the commencementof my speech, 
that uDjuflt and monstrous as were tl^l^xpendi- 
tures of this Government, yet that there Mres, in 
the mode of collecting its revenues, something still 
worse; and 1 nowaw what classes,and what sec- 
tions, are to be benefited by these taxes ? Surely 
itisastnuigeapcctacle,tbiseaniestreaistanceto an 
abatement of taxation, and it would never be wit- 
nessed but that the general burden it the special 
bounty. I assume, Yo>^>"<dmostaxiomatic,that 
protection consists in increasing the price of Uie 
foreign article, by a duty, to a point at which the 
domestic producer is willing to SKll. He cannot 
produce or sell as cheaply as the foreigner, so he 
asks Oovexnment to interfere, and levy its taxes, 
so arf to force the consimier to pay his price. If 
he wss willing to sell at the foreign price* he would 
nee'd no pmfedioji; he wonts u only becaaae he 
demands a higher price. 

Now, siTtagricultural labor is unprotflcted,and 
so is much m the mechanical industry of the 
country. Where* then* doe* the benefit of this 
protection dtiefly go i For whom is the great 
mass of American industry taxed ? 

1 stated before, that over one third of your en- 
tire revenue is levied upon woolens, cottons, and 
iron in its varioiis forms, aod I invite your atten- 
tion to the localities of these manuiactures, as 
shown in the census of 1850. First, there are the 
manufactures ofcottOB, amounting to |G1,S69,I84. 
Of these. New England alone made $42,000,000, 

il speak in round immbers^) and New York, New 
ersey,and Peonayivania,$10,000,0D0inore; leav- 
ing less than $lQfiOO,iX)0 in all the rest of the 
Union. Of course, the bounty of protection in 
this case is as unequally distrilmted as the manu- 
factures. ■ 

The inequality is still greater in woolens. Out 
of a total manufactnrc valued at f 43,207 ,545,some 
136.000,000 werein New Engbud, and $13,500,000 
were manufactured north and east of the Ohio 
river, and in the States I have before named — an- 
other great bounty to the interests of that over- 
favored section. The slave Swes manufactured 
ooJy aboui $1,500,000. 

What are the fjietf as to wrou^t iron? The 
produa was $33,C38,000. NevlUigUnd, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey produce 
$19,000,000 of that amount. The same States 
produced $17,000,000 worth of cast iron out of 
the whole product, $35,000,000, and, with Ohio, 
Beventy'«ight per cent, of the p^ iron. 

These statistics show that the favored recipients 
of these bounties ore alUn one small section of the 
Union. The South g$ts little or no advantage, 
and the Northwest derives little or no advantage 
from the system. Ohio comes in but for a small 
slice; and lagree thuMhe gentleman from Ohio, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
is strangely disinterested, when he taxes the labor 
of all the rest of the Union for the ^moat exclusive 
emolument of New England and Pennsylvania. 

In lodtine at these statistics one thing strikes 
me. For all these manufactures of woolens, cot- 
tons, and iron , there were only four thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-three eatablishmeota, employ- 
ing riKy rhsf, awa, women, siul ohiUnfi, one 



hundred and ninety-one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-three hands. And the number of 
owners, though not given, must,-of course, be 
greatly less than of Mnds. Sir, we have heaid 
a great deal upon this floor and elsewhere of the 
oligarchy of three hundred and fifiy thousand 
slaveholdecs. If that be an oligarchy, what are 
these four thousand nine hundred manufacturing 
esiabliah meats* for whose benefit the whole rev- 
enue system of the Government is regulated? Let 
those who declaim agunst us of the South, and 
who incite a war upon our property in slaTcs, 
beware lest the demon ofsgmnanism, which they 
have evoked against the slaveholder, do not next 
attack the more.eoncentrated property in manu- 
factures. If the prejudices of the northenrpeoplc 
are to be aroused against what demagogues choose 
to caD on oligarchy, I invite them £rat to look at 
home, and attend to that far smafier oligarchy of 
cotton and woolen and iron mantifaciurers which 
has been so long quartered upon the genexol )»■ 
duslry of the country. 

There is anotherv|ewof this quAtion to which 
I would call the special attention of my American 
frienda. ThegenUemanfroraMassachuBctis [Mr. 
De Witt] interrupted my colleague [Mr-SiUTB] 
toaskindignanilyhow the northern manufacturer, 
who paid fifty or sixty cenu wages, could com- 
pete with the foreigner, who paid only ten or 
twelve cents? 1 will saynothiog of the monstroos 
injustice of cdropelling the produoar of grain, or 
cotton, or tobacco, or provisions, to excbangs 
his labor, or its products, fbr the labor of one 
New Englander or Pennsylvanian, while he could 
otherwise obtain for it the l^wr of fire English- 
men. But I ask you to mark the effect on immi- 
gration. You refuse to let me employ the pauper 
labor of Europe* as vou call it, at its homei and 
tlie consequence is, that it comes here to be em- 
ployed, and your tariff legislation invites that ex- 
odus mm the Old World which annually swarms 
upon our coasts. If. then, you truly wuh to di> 
minish foreign immigration, cease lAe futile laUi 
of changes in the naturalization laws, which can 
have litUe or no ellect in keeping the foreigner 
away, or in changing his political condition when 
here, out heartily join ns in the great fr^-trade 
movement, no longer offer a premium to fore^ 
immigration to overrun northern' towns, and nl- 
Isges, and hamlets, where only we are at tibeny 
to employ its labor, but rather let it work for as 
abroad, where it already is. 

I have now shown you. sir, that the taxes are 
so levied as to yield to the manufkcturers' of one 
small section a revenue nearly or quite as great 
as they give to the Government; and u> com- 
plete the case, I can show that the same aeciios 
has the benefit of the greater part of the expendi- 
ture, even of the Government share of the tribaie. 
In 1338, the Secretary of the Treasury reported 
that of one hundred and two railUons of expend- 
itures in the preceding five years, sixty-five mil- 
lions — about two thirds— were A the North. I 
beheve this proportion has since then rather in- 
creased than diminished. And nearly every 
branch of the public disbursements repeats the 
same story. Of $53,000,000 expended in collect- 
ing the customs prior to 1849, $43,000,000 were 
at the North; $l(ifOOO,000 had been paidSn fish- 
ing bounties, nearlyall to New England. Fificeo 
mulion two hundred and one thousand two ban- 
dred and twenty-three dollars had been Bpeot 
upon roads, rivers and harbors, (exclusive of the 
Ohio and Mississippi, which are common to both 
sections,) aod of this sura, $13,740,407 were at 
the North. 1 have not time to*f<^ow the detui 
further; but when such a mightj current of tax* 
ation and bounties and expenditures sets in one 
direction-r-when the norlhvastern Statea receive 
nearly all its benefits, what wonder in their 
boasted, palaces and dties I 

I think this injustice and inequality in the action 
of our Government is due, in port, to the condition 
of parties. Whether richt or wrong, the South 
has had her fixed principlesofpubliepolicy which 
she has steadily pursued since the foundation of 
the Government, with but brief exceptions. The 
North, from whatever cause, haa been mors vacil- 
lating in her views; she has shifted from side to 
side almost as oflen as she changes the pmonnd 
of her representation on this floor. Thusitliap- 
pwiwil IbstiwftpartiMiaUw^otttfibidfitfaorth- 
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em TOtea. Each offered hig^ boonttes ob c^ttotn 
tad woolens in exchange for New England votes; 
but the poflition of hostility which New England 
flcema now finalhr to have asnimed towards the 

veryexiatenze of the South, and its eontrtitutional 

equality in the Union, has taken that cUaloffler'at 

least out of the political market. 
Then, then has Fenna^lvania «var bean, and 

her large Tote could not b« had without A bounty 

on iron. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentletnanmuatcon- 
"Bne himself to the quest^n. 

Mr. OARJHETT. I am confining mynalt to 
the question. I an tryfaW to ihowhow oar 
tariffs hsve been made* arid how they may he 
teduced. In PennsylTaiua, air, we have attacked 
the enemy in his headquarlers. We have paid 
a price, once Ibr all; and we h&ve n^lected one 
other own sons as the leader of ibe Bemocratic 
forces to make abreach in this iron rampart and 
batter down thcatronghold of the reBtrictivtpol- 
icy. Such is the duty to which the Pwsiaertt 
fleet ia pledged; such is the work which the De- 
mocmcy of me Union expect iiijfi to accomplish; 
and I will not permit myself, to doubt that hia 
friends here will cordially aid. My Mend over 
the way [Mr. FlokSVCe] says "Wait.*' Let ma 
tell him that the fight before htm for the next 
four years mnat be one of principle, if he means 
to succeed. A aurrender of Democratic priirei- 
pies for temorary popolarity will be deservedly 
unavailing; victories so porchaaed are worthteas. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The remark " wait and 
reflect" was prompted by the suggestion which 
the gentleman made. I consider myself pretty 
nearly as soand as any Virginia Democrat on thm 
floor. A moment or two would not suffice to 
explain my pMition; aSd hanee I do not deswe to 
inlemint th« ^ntleuan. At tke printer time, if 
my jusgntent suggest the necessity of it, I will 
talte the opportanKy of defining my position. 

Mr. aARNETT. The recent presidential deo- 
tion either meant«om«ibing,or it meaA nothing. 
If it m^ant anything, it meant that we had determ- 
iiwd for the next four years toedministsr theGov- 
ermnent on Demootatie prineiplea; and on* of the 
first of these Democratic principles is free trade; 
mother is the redaction of tlie expenditures of the 
Oovemmenttoan economical standard. and the ar- 
rangement of the taxes so that the y shall fall equally 
OS ell; every duty beingimposod with aatngte eye 
to revenue alone; not an iota for protection. 

Sir, the presidential election was but a barrM 
victory, aniess it be a means of carrying out prin- 
Biples. 1 do not consider that it was the oojeot 
of that great camvass to determine who should 
hold office and who ahoold get the fat contracts. 
I do not think that iu only purpose was to put 
k Democratic general at tne head of an army 
>f one hundred thousand ofliceholders, with the 
control of the expeoditnre of «70jOOO,000. It 
was intended to inaogursla un earry out the 
Democratic policy — pesos with all the worM-, 
lur rights and honor protected abroad; the rig^ta 
3f all the Statea regarded at home; a free and 
ample opportunity for aouthern energy and south- 
ern enterprise to expand and strengthen south- 
!rn inatitutions; and mean time to bring back 
:he Qovernment to the old republican standard, 
rhen the Federal Union was regarded as nothing 
nore than an alliance, dfitnsive and defensive, 
letwcen sovereign Statea, with a Customs TJoioB 
uperaddcd. We most have economy inexpsnd- 
tures and a tariff on firee-tmde principles, so ^at 
tpi great ConfWbraey of Anglo-Ameriean Cbm- 
nonwealths may take ite rtehtful place in the 
'an of public opinion, and lead the fi-ee trade 
no vement, which ia gradually enrolltacall nations 
loder its banner, — as wqII imperial Ftunca and 
lespotic Auatria, as free England. 

Sir, if there ever was a people to whose energy 
uid aagacity the direction of their oWn indusuy 
tnd capital might be safely trusted, it is'tfae JVmer- 
can. He has inherited the moving, adventurous 
Visposition of the vlA Norman, with all his eoger- 
icsa and ^rewdneea in the pnnuit of gain, who 
vent through Europe, bn^mtra gaa^nant, ever 
Unking and winning. Kingdoms were the re- 
varda of A« enterprise; for ours, we have under- 
Aken the tonquest of nature, and her elements 
wt-ome our aitcndBntmifijM/tf /U)d slaves. Jfer 
ightning manpoarn^jjl^fi^m iniur WtA 



us with ahntMt equal speed from cltee to dime, 
o^r laml and sea. The miasion of our genera- 
tion is to subdue the nmterial uhrvei<Be; and in 
the rivalry of-all nations to fulfln this work, I de- 
manddkr Am erioan genius and industry that the 
shackles shall bestriekenfVmnfts bands; that this 
absurd Chinese policy o^restr^G1lio^e, iheMe worn 
out telies^f bcirMrim,whiijh ytfu dallproteaive 
tarift, dfaidl be absndOMd, and AtAencon labor 
left Aiee to (AMMMe-ita own "ptfntaifttVnd Va -sAft 
its tmn KWardfe throughout Che WMe dn^ ef lfa« 
«ttrth. Let the people ^the TTOrA fellow the 
bent ^ dMnr kenttia, amteiit^ the'WoHd by thte 
ItMrtaefmtehfcnihalshHIi Wtg WWiii^ ft e Wsmotest 
setts 'With 'M^ovtoti tfT Vlflfir 'bomfbevch , Arefc 
as the wlMi»,>and btMndlesB idt <aie "whves tfiat 

bear it. We of the South prefer the most an- 
cierft Of humoh ptfratiits — the tilttrt^ of 'the fiefda; 
and %vft fnmiah the ^reat sttrplA of the world's 
exchanges, -<'the bread that sfrtmgthefis man'h 
hemrt,'*'aadthcfleecyicottbnthatdl<ithe8hiVi. Oat 
tobacco supplies one of the neMssitiee bf ^an'A 
physical natore.'and it is hot too much to say that 
our cotton controls The 4)estinfes of Christendom. 
Wie ask no pecaKor privileges, no iq>eeial bcm^ta; 
weonly-demarid tbatyou4ha1lnottaKoBrindn!Btry 
to support^ura; (h«tt we •shall %e left free to sell 
and boy wherever our interest Itfads us. And if 
we think thjst we artderssand Ifac f>hiloeophy and 
arthf government best — if we believe in a sya- 
tem wtiieh retiea chiefly on individual effterpiise 
and wiadom.ohd confities government to but few 
and simple fumctioHs in ^otectir^ life and lib- 
erty—if we pteftr our ibcial biWlimaafion, which 
guards tia'agafnst the stOrnfs or arfaKhy, and the 
waveaof sociahsm; yet we are perfefttfy content 
that you Shall mainnunat home yomr 'sy Bjem , and 
that TOQ ahotlld e«t»etti it tottn democratic . O nly 
by tnis mutual toferfOitHt-^nty by legislation, 
whieh*s«duloiMlyav0Mh htjuttide, whether to«ec- 
tione Or to classes, can you keep together so Vast 
a confcdemcy, entbntdng eueh dfterstfled inter- 
ests, looking from one rtoft upon the liting, 
moving, resUess nations of Christian Europe, aim 
YVora the other, upon ihe t^rumbKiff emptns that 
have BO long aheltered the etMhtRlis mfllions iff 
Asia. The Pacific coaWt will hoi consent to ftay 
continued tribute to PehneylVania and NeWEftg- 
laitd. The hardy sons of thie Northwestern 
pmiriea, the plantefu of At South, the manoTac- 
tupers of the Northeftst, etm And no common 
grootid of agreemetot, except in justice to all. 
Perpetoate the present inequolitits of taxation, 
as the cotnmfttee proposes — eontimie to deride 
the Constttadon as an abstraction, and Ufrspite 
its limitations lo hiViah a ph>fu(tw expenditure nti 
a few favored localities, and your Qovernment 
will break down under its bwn fcorruptiona, a 
htseitig and a scom to aTt gKberationa. But east 
oot the mortey-chancert from the temnlea of Qxiv- 
emment; e)tpel the hungry horde of jobbert, and 
speculatem in offices tcM eMintetk Sbd laws; be 
just to the infeetSrits oftkll elHAes ttnd SU section^, 
and burden none With the support iyf others, and 
our simple and glorious alliantie of strtereign Re- 
pubtfes may yet hope to Bebitrve its glortouli and 
niUime eajling. 

TBS TAnpv AfvD socMK nmnofT. 
SPEECH OF HON. GEO. EUSTIS, Jr., 

OP LOtJlStANA, 
Iv TKE H««aa OP RuKBSiMtMms, 
fMnmry M, 1»7. 

Xbi Hmns MAf Ia Ae CotSmlttefl of the WhMn en tM 
state «r tb« tTntM, Sbd VMag ntn «MMlfl«tUMfi tte MH 
W nrinee the awf M Itnism, tnfl rbr Mlier yir|h*»' 

Mr. EWrCS said: 

Mr. CkAtRHAit: The very elaborate rfemtu-ks 
kttbfflttted to the committte by my cateetft^d *o!- 
leagtiG of the second congresaional district, [Mr. 
Tatlos,] relieve me from tl^Pe^sity 4f gninx 
over the whole Subject he ha4 so ably treated. 1 
have 1)0 desire to enter into the conSidefaiion of 
the tariff in general, but will confine myself to 
that portion of it in whi^h I take an immediate 
interest as a Representative of Louisiana; and in 
doing ao I will endeavor to ansWer the propoai- 
tions laid down by the gentleman firom ImTiana 
[Mr. Colfax] in hia speech in fltfor of tin tspeal 
of doty M to§w. 



There -seems to be no diflkrence of ophiion in 
ngsrd to the nleoessinrofan immediate deplelidk 
of the Trdoahry of the Fedeml Qovernment, id^ 
though muoh diversity of opinion exists as to thk 
manner-oCaeeoitipKshing that object. I belieVov 
Mr.ObaTrmanithe time niiB borne when Congress 
mnat take some aecttm, and for my part, 1 shiJl 
cheerftiltysupponumy m^ut<s,eotQe iTnmi wlM 
MUroi ltmay,'efteteiiKkTedaetiwioftM4ad« 
on imports, jji ssito l tfcitt Mduetiffh belkit-tuiA 
«t|uiuiMe>, wsBh &6 shMile view of r«Kevli% 
Tveasory. Mr. Chairman, W4tife I am dis- 
posed to go thus far, i'tHa not ipmxfred tb je4l 
the Y)«naM tm 'Ails fioor'Wlio aVerti to tonflder 
tfer» sorplus meeiMolatsd ih thtt hrtndk of iSie S»b- 
nnary «if thm Tnwuty wa s -tfubfeet «f nafitfmt 
fnideranfl eM^Mriatien. ft trde,«h-. We hn« 
twaniy4ve miNiMn iutfAss, Knfl firOHpetetk -of % 
targe metsase'unkfssCeAgteis itnerfbees; biit be- 
fore ttris fact beeemM it matier »f ^ride Md coh^ 
gratulation, wffald it nbt be wrti rorgemtemM) 
to iiMUire what Oovmmient oMlgatlons out- , 
standing aitd ^settled.; whu Qkrvemafem fisMk 
remain tir^id; and n^ether we have not htMf- 
banded this tnmwt at the Expense of our dw% 
citlMin, and otemr 4%Ktty and ^m-Im «he tff 
the ki«st mciotn of die whrU t 

We twnt, Mr. Ohahman, of Auhsnl^Ias; V% 
publish it to the world; We talk Ha if We tfSd w- 
eompltshed everyttiing:, knd bnS a heavy bahitice 
on hand; and ybt,sir, look at tXe pitirul condi- 
tion of the Navy of tlse United ftatee, the becort* 
cofAmeroml rfatioti of the worid , knd what do W% 
find ? We^nd thst while England, ^ranoe, and 
Russia, have been eovfering the seas with War-ves- 
wis, ou>- Government nrot only has not stiempttt 
to keep pace with its fivals, M Mtt M evtk 
fsptoeed oWi- c*rrtnt 4omm. 9lota tin year 1829, 
ttve following Vf4weh of .the hlAliolr daUM MtM 
been disposed of, as follow*: 

LdtfW MS, him«d, ertDi-eefted.— Missouri, Hoirx 
tKt^eacock, CoMtord', eoaton, Yorktowh, &b- 
bany— (six sloops hnd one stssMer ) 

QAWpw, SonRTS, Truxton, Shark, %nd PbT- 
poiie-^t»o brigs atid three kehooners.) 

SM, er brafcM «fp.— NatcheK, Lexingwn, Et-lK 
Enterprise, Latmntcs, Bozsr, ^tpniHstitt ^te- 
nser, and Oonliort»-(thf«Blito«|M,-A>iir bri^Mft 
two schooners.) 

dmdtmtttid, ur tn^JbflinliU.— Wkrren,Ont«- 
.rio, A)l^hany,Snirin)lon— (two MoOpS MH 
ttedmers.) 

Makinii: in all IWmAr^btA- veMelS, vis: elevW 
•lo«p»Kif-war, trtk bti^, five ichodnei*, Snd Vfh 
SKMll stsameta, THtfttmihg ttoin foar to tweot)^ 
two^m. In tAewne period, th«i^ havs IwM 
built et^Mi ri6opB-of-wkr, anrd two small st6MH<- 
era, of which two Kavt been h»t, and two *oVr~ 
demned, leating nhie eS^otive additions. M 
thai fct this momam the N&vy would rt^uin 
J^Uen sikMto of the infettor ekriS to replace euf^ 
rent looM. It Is vm that a bill makiii]|r tM 
necessary apprbpriaUon Ibr the constfaotioo Ht 
ten sUiatn HlMfM hss paflMd the Senate; bat thtt 
bill remains on the Cftlendhr in this I&Mb6, ailt 
a« one knows h^w kmg it wiH tM ibsfS. 

Mr. BBNSON Will di« gfenthsmen ob thil 
aide of ths Hwrne go with ne, whm I MoVe 1» 
tkke rtrat bill wf 

Mr. EUSTIS. I eanitot aneVkr for otheft. 
The gehrteiAsn will find tne nsdy tq ussist him. 
Look, Mr. ChaifTAan, at the My of thfc offieeit. 
of yobr Navy I In the htiit Congress a bill WMb 
pHssed entitled " An Act to promote the «fflciencV 
of the Nkty," which, MBong other ^slitiea, htis 
the BittgQiar meHt of giving the oflloers rsnk end 
promotiSh Without the small pay apfttrtaintog 
theretH. It ftontfaiftcd a provision that notbing in 
it ehouM he construed to authorise any inereMb 
of the stff^s/e ^ ^ Me MMI feMrt, Irhieli 
proviso, Tau{)irtMe, was dretated by the condition 
of the public '^ftfcsury. I hirti no titne to eX- 
ttmtne this law in detail, ^at ^e following tal^ 
Will show the tekult: 

ORt«sSe,or JAn^^erdor S*s 
MaMifferlfra. «MerM|r. MrviM. 



CcKBn»»4et9, (full pl?)..^,60» 

CaiDHinddpry proniutedAo 
dllVAcanHm breaii^Sy 

TMttrvedlMt 1,900 

LlratenBiiu, (ftill paf)..,, 1^00 
iil^ti^HM fmoftad te 
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So that a libuienant on duty itshore, who is 
promoted to the rank of commander, and as such 
awaiis ordera, receives in lieu of (1,500 the sum 
of^l ,900; that is to sajr, yon give rank and take 
awaytbo means orsupportini^ iu digaily. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I think the genueman from 
Louisiana misunderstands the terms of the law 
of which he apeaks, When a lieutenant is pro- 
moted to be a commander, the law provides tnat, 
in aciuQl scrviu!, he shall recetTe th« pav of a 
commander, so that his pay is increaaed wnen in 
service. But when not in service it leaves his pay 
precisely what it -was before. 

Mr. EUSTIS. There is no difference of opin- 
io.n between the rentieraan and myself on that 
point. I say the lieuienant, promoted under this 
law, enjoys the rank of commander — be wears 
the uniform, but until he is put on duty he gets 
no addiiionot pay: and I ask, what is his chance 
of going on duly? Have we vessels enough to 
employ our captainn and commanders? 

Wo boast, Mr. Chairman, of our surplus in 
the Treasury, and yet, what is ibe condition of 
our Army? Let the unprotected people on our 
frontiers, let the American citizens held in bond- 
age by the Indians in New Mexico, answer the 
qucHtion. We have the best of officers*, we have 
the sinews of war; but our Army is insufficient, 
and therefore, inefficient. 

Look, sir, at the condition of your rivers and 
harbors; consider that the French spoliation, and 
other just claims, amounting to over ten millions 
of dollars, remain unpaid; and I tliink I may safely 
aseert, in view of these facta, that the accumula- 
tion in our Treasury was (breed upon us at the 
ezpenne of our own citizens, and somewhat at 
tlie cost of our dignity and honor as a nation. 

Mr. Chairmao, whether we look to the various 
KDOris of the Secretary of the Treasury, or tliot 
of the majority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, we And, directly or indirectly, that the 
principle of protection to American labor — tS 
American manufactures, which runs througV the 
whole legialation of the country, is maintained in 
all its integrity. There is no attempt on the part 
.of the Admin stnttion to depart from the system 
which hasenablcd us, )nameaeuR>,to emancipate 
ourselves from foreign control and dominion, by 
supplying from our own resources out home mor- 
ketw our home consumption, although revenue, 
Mid not protection, is the only object avowed. 

On the part of the majority of the Committee' 
of ^ay* and Means, apeakilt^ through ita dis- 
tingoishcd chairman, the doctrines of protection 
are openly and eioquenily avowed. He shows 
they form the basis of the systems of every Gov- 
ernment, OS well as our own; that they stand 
Tindicated by that#nost aevere and moat reliable 
of all tests, experienee, long-tried experience, 
which has laid bare the errorr-tbe crime, i may 
Moy, of our Government's at»ndoning its home 
afiaira to foreign influences, and placing its pco* 
pie under the ban of industrial vasaalage. He 
would earnestly discourasra any measure which, 
either in principle o.r in details, aims at relieving 
the Treasury of its surplus by a reduction of the 
present rates of duties below the point at which 
atiy branch of our home indnOry rfqvirta for Ua u- 
eurttif and proiperity. The chairman then pro- 
ceeda to congratulate (he country upon the fact 
that the protective policv is no longer a party or 
sectional question ; that tne people of this country 
are prepared, in a spirit of compromise, to dis- 
tribute among themselves iu benefits and advant- 
ages; and that, in the a^loatment of all our dif- 
ferences, genuine patriotiam will rise above all 
obstacles, to adopt measures of a harmonizing 
and conciliatory character. Wiihout being pre- 
pared to indorse in toto, I read this able and 
patriotic report with infinite satisfaction, looking 
upon it, as I did, as the embodiment of the settled 
views of the committee, as containing the princi- 
pjes upon which they were determined to stand 
or fall. I considered it, further, as a guarantee, 
a pledge tendered to the country, that justice, 
even-handed justice, would be meted out to all; 
at all events, that the committee would withhold 
iu countenance front any %ialation on this im- 
portant subject partaking of a partial or sectional 
diameter. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what are the features of 
the bill nportad to this House by that mjority 



of the committee ? How far are Ihey in keeping 
with their professed doctrines? Have the pros- 
pf^rity and security of every branch of borne in- 
dustry been impartially conaidiTcd? Have the 
committee followed the rules laid down for their 
guidance? This bill, sir, having in view the double 
object of depleting the Treasury and of nSbrding 
a moderate protection to American industry, re- 
tains in the thirty per cent, schedule all the im- 
portant articles, witether manufactured or other- 
wise, to bo found in the same schedule of the 
present tariff, except sugar, molasaes, hemp, and 
wool, which are placed inaten percent. schedule 
-~that ia, made free of duty; for I. do not consider 
a duly of ten per cent. a<ltiaiormas affording any 
protection whatsoever; it is the very mockery of 
protection. 

Leaving to abler hands the defense of other in- 
terests', I ask the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means, I nak this House — and oa a Rep- 
resentative from Uie State of Louisiana I hove a 
right to put the question~why it is, while every 
known branch ofindustry— every spedes of man- 
ufacture in our country, receives the protection of 
th^B Government, that the manufacture of su^ar 
is attempted to be placed on any different footing 
from any other, or rather that it shoi^ be singled 
out and selected aa the victim of panial legisla- 
tion? Upon what grouiyla do you pretend to hold 
in different estimation the spinners' of Lowell, 
the shoemakers of Lynn, the iron-founders of 
Pennsylvania, the planters of Louisiana, the 
farmers of Kentucky, in your application of the 
protective system ? Form]rpaft,Iara not troubled, 
as some of my Demodalic friends seem to be, 
with any scruples with regard to this system, 
and who support it under another name, being 
satisfied' that a moderate protection is cssentim 
for the complete development of the great inter- 
ests of the country. 1 cannot brine my mind 
to the belief, however tempting (he idea may be, 
that we are prepared for free trade. Are the peo- 
ple willing to submit to the system of Federal 
direct taxation ? Where are its advocates lo be 
found, and what is the number of their followers? 
Echo answers, where ? 

And here, Mr. Chairman, I may aay that I am 
no aupplicant for Federal favor. All that I can 
ask, all that my constituents can, or ever will ask, 
is that they be placed on a footing of perfect 
Equality will) other constituencies — they claim no 
superiority over others; they acknowledge none; 
we ask for no special legislation in our favor; we 
will not tamely submit to any against us. Whun 
the Governmeot abandons the policy of protecting 
home labor, home manufacture, wa shall be pre- 
pared to share the common fate; but, until then, 
we insist upon our right to claim for the great 
staple of our State a moderate protection — one that 
will offer a sufficient inducement for its cultivation 
to the planter, and not at the aame time operate 
as a burden on the n>Bsaea of the people. 

. 1 will now prcCceed to answer the remarks ad- 
dressed to the committee by the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Colfax] in support of the bill in- 
troduced by him to abolish tne duty on sugar. ' 

The first proposition which he lays down is, 
thateven for the purposes of revenue, the duty on 
sugar and molasses is-nut required, because it 
amounted last year to 48,000,000, or one eighth 
of the total revenue, which are now locked up in 
an overflowing Treasury-. 

The gentleman from Indiana, (with whaidegree 
of fiiirnesaand liberality 1 must let the committee 
judge fnritself,) in order to present to the country 
the amouutof revenue yielded by this article, has 
taken special care to select the year 1856— Kine of 
the two years out of six^ in which the crops 
have been nearly destroyed bj causes beyond tne 
control of man — as the basis of his stateineht; 
and, Mr. Chairman, you will find this interesting 
feature running through the whole speech of the 
gentleman fr4ln j^^na. In his over-anxiety u> 
obey the ordern or the Legislature of his State 
to effect the repeal of the duty, the gentleman 
ignores the past history of sugar; he is blind to 
its future prospects; he will not heed its present 
condition; but persists in drawing all liis views 
from — constructing all his arguments upon — the 
state of things in the year 1856, one of the two ex- 
ceptions to the geuenu rule, it happens thus to be 
true that onoe, and once onlyi tha dutisi on sogar 



'and molasses did amount to |8,000,000^ . 
gentleman had taken the trouble in ir..|ij.v^ 
years back, his constituents would n1»o ui. m 
in possession of the fact that the avemgeu^ 
of revenue yielded by su«r, from the v«- J 
to 1856, does not exceed 13,373,000; vlii:'.. 
the same period the average of 

WooIrm amouau M> about 

Cntloits (T 

ManuIkcturcsoflTOn It ,„ if 

Manul^iurei of lilk f^'' 

For the year 18S6, the amount of imt.. 
was as follows: • 

Woolem SSLHi 

Cottons Sic*f 

Manufluiures 0(<No f*a:i 

il!r:;"::"::":;:v:::;":-::;:;::::::S^ 

Brandiei and Winn S.~r' 

Manuracturei of flaz iisii' 

Upon what principle the dutv on 
means of revenue, is to be abanaoneil, th'..) 
kept up on the articles enumerated aban.lc 
unable to underatand, notwilhstaodin; iLt^ 
laralion which the gentleman fromliidua 
been pleased to favor us with, that it iit»ix- 
for argument. 

The second proposilian laid down by ib^ r- 
tleman from Indiana la aafollowi: Alter un- 
satisfied himoelf that the doty should not ly^. 
linued for revenue purposes, oeatki the , 
Has tlie import duty on foreign luganprDitiL';' 
eficial OS a protective measure 7 

"Let th« experknceof thepastrewTuntmtr > 
teach us, wltii their anetring, aa well as tipcEi 
that, at protcrtion to* IncreateJ Ikt axaiixi^-j 
comma^lf, pre4wiion hat dtcnrnti; tbM m OeMiii 
tUen tke Simatrop hmfmOnt off, imit « fmmnlkt 
laallr ran out, or otlosst neonr baeoM cointt'' 

Mr. Chairman, if this dcdaratiotivujE'nK 
to convey any meaning at ail, it wu intn^j 
: impress tlie idea on the ignoiant that tbc 'r» 
rienee of the last few years proved, tliK i l- 
the most favorable etrcumsunees to the fit:'-, 
the succAfuland profitable ealtivation ofnti': 
Louisiana is an impossibility, and muti \ac- 
sidered as an exploded idea; and thaifh:'.' 
effect which the increase of dutyhasonilrfr-f 
duction is to cause it to diminish. If tliiit!.-:) 
case, sir, I certainly would not oecDpTi<T7« 
enl position. If the gentleman from (afilbv 
substantiate his declaration, I pled^ ton.': 
vote with him, for I will never, by my r.v r 
pose any unjust or unnecessary tax oimiil^-» 
pie. lean nevcrasatstin(HvingtbpiMorpr>.-- 
tion of Government to any industry vhicbl;;! 
within itself, and per m, the etemenu of OfT. 
and vitality. I do not know, sir, vhm v .i 
read the experience of the past fewynnu : 
■uhjeet, for he haa not deemed it jmmi- 
accompany bis extTaordtnarystateniemii:::.-) 
proofs or illustrations. We are leAiatkb:: 
as to the source of his infonnalion. 

From the most authentic source— froni;^> 
ports of Mr.Champomier — thcr folloTiarJi > 
taken, which will snow what Louisiana lusi:^ 
for the last twenty years: 

StotaMcnl ofproAKtion of Sugar from 16I^lil3 

1637 65,000 ie« S- 

1S38 70,000 1B49 

1830 113,000 IBSO. i'-" 

1840 67,000 im 

IMl 160,0TO 1853. 

lS4a 140,000 1833. «^ 

1843 t 100.000 1854. 

1644 9»0» 

lB4.i 186,650 ISSSMlHItda.. ^ 

1646 140,000 -r 

1847 940,000 |>H 

Dividing the aggregate of3,8'l8,T«l bi^'^)^ 
in ^>eriodi of ftve years, gives the foUovi^-: - 
suits; 

BU. he* 

ie37tolB4I,497,OOOIiaptieadi,g)vtnfBa in* 

averafn per snnnni of. SM" 

1B43 to1B4e, 766,650 tM«haads,giviDCaa 

average lier aanaiD ofF. iSSja 

1647 to Iffil, I,l3i6,773 l»(^esdi,^Thit , 

an avaraie par amuw of. J3I.I»> ' 

' 1833 10 1838, 1,^ JIT bopbeoda, ^riPf ^ . 

an average per anngm w. tt&SO ' _ 

I or an increase of the last period over the 
: within a small fraction of 188 per ceniuK!:-' 
I this rdsolt ia obtained under the opcnuos <!<^: 

Digitized by.VjOOglC 



857.1 



APPEIfDIZ TO THS COnCRESSIOIf AL GLOBE. 



t89 



34th CoNa».^D Skss. 



7%e Tariffs and Sugisr iaerest-^Mr, Euitis, 



* Ho. or Reps. 



' 1846, and the lait two years of which the cane 
IS Bufiered so much from diaeue and untimely 

Tlie experience of the last few years being 
icrly nt variance with the position assumed by 
e gentleman from Indiana, he evidently must 
tend an alluaion to the condition of the sugar 
tereat last year, and he woald have us eotertaln 
e monstrous ides, that even then, notwith- 
anding high prices, and consequent high duty, 
oUelion had failed ! As if the reverse were nof 
e fact, that id conMquenee of failure in the pro- 
'ttion, prices rose, and the duty wit^them. 
id this will ever ba the case, under the present 
valorem system, of which I will speak in 
other place. 

We are firarely told that mnph of the land in 
misiana, aevoted to the culture of cane, is worn 
t; thai the crops cannot be revitei except by the 
ivemment fitimg out a national vessel for the 
rpose of seeking and furnishing to the planters 
w cuttings of sound cane, grown in more con- 
nial climes, which are to be tested as a last and 
■lorn hopt.. Now, Mr. Chairman, I am free to 
mit, that out of an appropriation of $75,000 for 
i purchase of seed, &c., under the superiotend- 
ce of the Commissioner of Patents, the sum 
eight or ten thousand dollars was devoted to 
t exclusive tMosfit of the •ogar.planter* of the 
untry. It is also true, that Uie Oovernment 
1 employ one of its own vessels to carry out its 
I ws. But, sir, when the gentleman from Indiana 
dertalfes to draw from these facts the conclu- 
in that we cannot get along without the aid of 
>vernmeDt, or that the planters of Louisiana 
! relying this year on the Oovernment for their 
Lnt cane, out of whish they expecC to realize 
>ir next crop, he falls into an error which he 
rtainly would have avoided had he taken the 
ghtest pains to inform bimselfon the subject, 
rhe crops in Louisiana are slmdy planted wttk 
wriana seed-cano; and when the OeeerKmeiit 
ioment arrives, and is distributed, it will enable 
cn planter to plant one twentieth of an acre as 
ipecimen or matter of cariosity, out of which, 
the course of three or four years he may ex- 
et to get a practical and useful result. When 
I reflect that it takes eight or ten cart loads of 
ne to plant an acre of land, the idea of theGov- 
iment attempting to do anything more than it 
3 done is preposterous in the extreme. For 
; last twelve or fourteen years appropriations 
ve been made for the purchase of seeds* eut- 
gs, &c., of all sorts, for gratuitousdistributioQ. 
'erything, it seems, may be purchased except 
;d-cane, although it must be remembered that 
8 is the first bounty of the sort we have ever 
«ived from the Grovemment; and, sir, if it is 
be urged against us as an evidence of ourweak- 
9S, i hope It will be the last, (e jen ne vant pms 
ehandtUe. 

Not only, Mr. Chairman, is the crop planted, 
t, sir, it appears that our teed-ttmei were in the 
t potsiblt condilion; that the breadth of land 
inted exceeds that of any previous year; and 
It, with anything like a bir season, we can rely 
on a large crop. These are the views ex- 
issed by Judge Rost, President of the Louis- 
la Soutnern Agricultural Society, one of the 
ist successful and best informed planters in 
I State, in a paper read by him before the 
iiety, and since published in all the papers of 
p country. The attempt to spread the belief 
Lt the cane itself is depreciated, or that the land 
infit for its production, or that the climate does 
t favor its cultivation, is thus triumphantly 
ireome by the expeiisnGe and fhots refatad by 
n. He says further: 

' After diligent fnqsifT in dM dUbrsnt Wcsllties of the 
pa rexian, it slBnrda UM mtttttgaei peat plomaure to 
•e It iQ hu power to lafbnn ibe aoeiety tbu tbe ftitiire 
■pectd of Ibe migar interest bsva nndefiDM au unez- 
l£d and highly IkvorsMe etaoge. 
Fnr Bcverai years puvibe ninr cue bu been subject 
. vdTietf of diseases, which hod iDdoced tbe feneraf belief 
t it was Test deierioratirq ; and the crop befbre tbe last 
I been in places teriously damamd by (he borer wonn, 
insect often foond in the West indies, but until lately 
mown in Louisiana. Tbe severe ana hmf-coniinned 
d of the last winter, wbllo It nearly destroyed tiie crop 
bond, appears to taava deatioyed also that wtUckUtmu 
tet, and the otktr vaa»t*of Hmm, nMeSfrUey vers. 
' It would seem liMt dinaie hsd ao sfeney In prndacisf 
duasoe w bopplte Mt rid of, sad tbu Ib^ wen of tbs 
w to which id eiHmisd pUuu in b«»vei to bs sab- 



ject, and anolotou* to those Of tlie oranfe-lree here some 
y«an mice, asd Of lbs inpe-viM in Europe at tbe present 
time.'* ■ 

This is the most reliaUe information which I 
or any one else can preseM to this House on this 
subject; and, so far from ita furnishing any 
ground for the dark and gloomy picture drawn by 
the gentleman from Indiana— so little saggeitire 
is itof '* last forlorn hopes," that gentlemen now 
perceive that the sugar-growing interests never 
bod, at any time, better and brighter prospects,' 
the causes of deterioration in cane having disap- 
peared, the borer worm having been destroyed. 

We are told, Mr. Chairman, that plantations 
are4>eing abandoned, or are injirocess of conver- 
sion to cotton-fields;. that, while there were over 
one thousand four hundred sus:ar planters in 1853, 
the number decreased to one thousand three hun- 
dred in 1855; that home production has not had 
the slightest effect in eoatroUiiig or modtfyiitf 
prices. Various causes may be assigned wnicb 
would account satisfactorily for the decrease of 
the number of sugar plantefs during'the period 
mentioned. But it is only necessary to mention 
those of general and extended notoriety. It is 
well known, for instance, that every year a num- 
ber of small estslea are merged into laiger ones; 
that rich proprietors buy up their neighbors and 
add the land to their plantations, (n this way the 
number.of planters may decrease without in any 
manner affecting the extent of the cultivatioo of 
stMwr. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there ean be no doubt as 
to the main cause which operated in- bringing 
about this decrease, so strongly urged as the evi- 
dence of denay and weakness among the sugar 
planters; and for my part, I unhesitatingly at- 
tribute it to th« debased prices of the article dnring 
that period, and the want of protectioa under the 
odWoran system. Thecrop of 1853-54amounied 
to nearly five hundred millions of pounds — more 
than two thirds of the consumption of the coun- 
try — and sugar was selling in New Orleans: 

Inferior. 1^ to IJK canu per pound. 

Falr<)uaUt]r. SSi to " ** 

Prime; 3Xto4 « " 

The crop being abundant also in Cuba, large 
importations were made to meet the demand 
which had increased in consequence of low 
prices, the duty on which did nob average one 
ha^ a cent per pound during that year 1 Is it 
a matter of surprise that, with such prices and 
with such protection, planters of limited means, 
or with debu, should nave diandoned the culti- 
vation of sugar, and turned their attention to rice 
or cotton? At the present time, when prices 
are high under the banefUl effect of the ad valth- 
rem system, the duty paid on good qualities of 
imported sugar is fully Iwo and a haff eenit per 
pound, thrice what it amounted to iR'lS54, or 
ttDtceas much as would be satisfactory to the sugar- 
growers of the South if it were made permanent 
and specific per pound. A fixed and permanent 
duty of one and a half cent per pound, and not 
a constantly fluctuating one, as is the case under 
the present tariff, while it would afford a reason- 
able incidental proiecti^on, to which we are enti- 
tled as long as other interests are protected, would 
yield a reasonable revenue, and would not act 
oppressively upon the masses. It is evident that 
a specific duty, such as proposed, cannot act as 
en addUional duty .when sugar is high, as is the 
case at the present time, as the article continues 
to advance. 

Under tbe ad valorem system, in 1854, in pro- 
portion as protection was most required, it was 
withdrawn. The more sugar Louisiana threw 
into the marlMt, the smaller the duty was on tbe 
imported article. In 1856, as the fact of a short 
crop was being developed, prices increased, and 
the duty increased on foreign sugar. The failure 
of the crop brought about the enormous prices 
of former days, and the duty ran up in propor- 
tion; thus giving the planter protection wnen he 
does not require it, or when he has nothing to 
protect! This system has now been fully tested 
in the United States; and it must be admitted that 
its operation has been disastrous in its conse- 
quences. I trust we may soon imitate theexam- 
pleofEnglBnd,andab(riishit. Outof4Ca9,000^ 
of iu. revenue, only ^aOjOOO is collected under 
the ai ssfa rw i pbui. 

Bat, Mr. CMirmin, is it tiuo tlut home pro- 



duction of sugar has not had the slightest effitet 
in modifying or controlling prices? If wc look 
at the hiatory Of this imporUint article, wc cnnnot 
fail to perceive that it was only after its produc- 
tion grew into importance in the Unttrd Slates 
theft the people obtained il al a reasonable price; 
that, as production has increased, prices have 
gradually but steadily fallen, without regard to 
tbe duty imposed by the Ooventmcnt on foreign 
importiAions. Before and during the war of 1812, 
sugar was forty cenu per pound; tbe year suc- 
ceeding the war it ins twenty cents, and ranged 
from that to thirteen and ten cents up to 1^. 
From that time, with the exception of the years 
1836 and 1856, in which the crops failed, prices 
have reached the lowest and most ruinous point* 
to the producer, in consequence of tbe ineressed 
production at home. 

The two years forming tbe exception present 
the moat stnkine instance of the consequences of 
a short crop in the United- States, not only on the 
pricesain tne home market, but throughout the 
inarkets of tbe world. And. sir, wlien we con- 
sider within what narrow limits the cultivation 
of sugar, owing to its peculiar requirements of 
soil, climate, labor,and capital, is confined; that 
deficiencies of crop in one country cannot be sup- 

Clied from other regions; that the United States 
as produced one eighth of the total productioa 
of the universe; that for the last ten years w« 
have supplied at times more than one half, onca 
more than two thirds, during the-whole period 
more than one third of our enerrmous home con- 
sumption, which is per capita the largest in the 
world, beingfourtimesthat of continental Europe, 
when we consider that sugar-growing among us 
is comparatively in its infancy, and that we bava 
lands enough to enable us to supply our entirs 
home demand and a portion of tnat of Europe, 
it is not astonishing that an excess of productions 
however small, or that a failure of crop, how- 
ever trifling, should play such an important part 
in the control of prices in tbe market. Prices of 
sugar, like everything else, are therefore low or 
high, in proportion to the supply and demand; 
jhey are alTected by the state of the currency, and 
in a great measure, also, by speculative action. 
Sir, the New York Price Current for 1857 says, 
that any great relaxation in the price can scarcely 
be looked for, inasmuch as a large proportion of 
the FFeil Aidis crop hsa been Mnf rsefed /«• of Mgk 
price*. 

But we are told, take the duty off, and we win 
have <dieap sugar— tbe people will jhen have this ■ 
necessary of Iif^heap— complete the trio of ihs 
poor man's luxtfles by adding sugar to that free 
list which tea and coflee have made so popuhir ! 

Let as endeavor to ascertain by the recorded 
events of tbe past what have been the effects of 
tariffs on prices, or rather whether well regulated 
and moderate tariffs have acted as burdens on Uie 
people by increasing prices? 

Let us take the article of coffee, about whieli 
so much has been said, (Niles's Elegister, vols 
1-5, p. 440 

• CitrrciU priest to 

UmUtd atat—. 

1811 tb« da» OB eoflbe was 5 eentf. 18 cents. 

1813 •( M 5 M 93" 

iBSD-aa " M s M a? « 

leag-ao - w s ^ isv " 

1831 " *« _ a « la S " 

1838 a u I u 13 " 

1833 free. 13 " 

1833-41 ftes. n to iZH " 

1654 free. lOXtoilJf " 

which shows that under the operation of a duty 
of five cents per pound, tins article fell from 
twenty-seven cents to twelve and a halfeents per 
pound; that under a reduction of duty of three 
cents, prices remained tit twelve and a naif cents; 
that under a reduction of four cents, they rose to 
thirteen cents; and when made free in 1833, sus- 
tained themselves at thirteen cents. From 1839 
to 1841, free coffee sold at from eleven to twelve 
and a half cents a podhd, and is now command- 
ing from ten to eleven cents. So that we are now 
paying within one or two cents a» much for it, 
when It is free of duty, as in 1830, when it was 
yielding the coffers of the Government a duty of 
five cents a pound. How is It with regard, to* 
sugar, which is now attempted to be placed on 
the free list i I have endeavoivd to sho* that the 
peopit of the Vnitsd States art indriited to tItM 
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AttMK srvAieKMi of ■ugw for the xeasonble prices 
which (hey hav« to pay for thia mrttcle; Ktid that 
those pricea are controlled tty the laws, supply 
mad tlemand, the condition of the currency, ana 
not by the duty imppwd by the Qovernment, 
The fotlowing table, fr(«ft theuNeW Vbrk Shi|»- 
iHi^ List, chapter 4, p.-SU^ (CoDgrMUontl Li- 
IMn^ show* ibat io^. 

OrrMlprfeek Jfay. 

* »' 5 w wSiolSK " 

*• »' • <• flfKl«S * 

« n fl K 0> n 
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tiero, then, is a tbreigb article ccunpeuiig with 

Jibnme article, whtdi is tavd tbres ceots a pound 
rom the vear 1816 ta, \BAU a peiiod of fitteei) 

Ssars; aita the result of thia tUimpt on tke part y 
» GoMnuacflf 'to impost a burden on Uu a0sum4r 
thia ntetsagry ^ lift is a reduciioa m the prici 
of the article or from fourteen aod a half cents to 
£ve cents, ^r or tvro-thirda. 

From 1^ to 194S, under the bperaUon of the 
tariff sf .l6£!, known aa the coniproaiise tariff, 
prices fell frsno five and serao cents to three aod 
a.halt'.to four anil a half centk. Under tlie inriff 
of 1846, defective as it is, prices have ranged from 
three to four ceota a poun<|< it maat not be. for- 
'ffotien'that in 1836 and In 1856 the failure of the 
home crops raised ihepride to ten and twelve cents 
aJl over the world. And in this conoectioQ thos^ 
who may be curioo* to kniiw what the price of 
BUfjsr would be with the dutv tak^rv off, have 
only to calcuhtte frhat it would be at the present 
moment, if, instead of makiitg a very small, cn^ 
.io. the United States, we had made none at all. 

The hue and cry raised throaghout the nortb- 
srn and wCsteru States about free sugar, although 
at ttie present prices every one has a right to 
ComplaiD, ih relieved of much of its s^nceri^^ and 
force, when we remember thht in' 1854, whvi 
sugar wiia selling below id vatde, and molaftaea 
a drug on ihb marked, similar petitions came 
pouring into Ci>ngreBS from the same aojrce, and 
we were then gravely entertained with the great 
burdon bearing down upon the masses, the ad 
balortm dultf ^ (AirfK ptr etnl, en tvgar! tt ja 
evident there is a skeleton behind — there are a 
dais of pkrsona whose only real objection Lo the 
duty on sugar is, that it nmy afford a protection 
to slave labor. That class wilt not hesitate to 
trample upon' the rights of a minority, however 
well recognized they may be. i^|hey conflict with 
tlieir devilish fanaticism. This clau, I believb 
and hope, has little or no influence in this House. 
Why is so much anlicilude bestowed on one neces- 
•ary of life more than another? Why are eentle- 
men more tender ia their mercies towards |he 
people on this subject than on any other? Tou 
say sugar is high — is not Bour high, viry high ? 
Is not bacon high? Are not all provisions high? 
And yet no attempt to cheapen these absolutely 
necessaries of life; and all tile sympathy se^ma to 
be arottaed because sugar, which can be dispensed 
llrith, is hight 

In the year 1856, |77 ,000,000 worth of provis- 
ions were exported for the purpose of supplying 
the fotfeign demaitd, not1irithsta!nding high prtees. 
Why do not soms of ihfese gentlemen Irho sieenh 
t» have taken the nttathritt Wt <tf tht peopU 
under their special care, introduca a bill to limit 
the czportfitiqn of provisions, of flour, bacon, 
^ains of all sorts, whenever tney get above cer- 
tain fair pricea, as is frec^ueiitly done in Europe? 
If special legislation agaiuat 8Ugt.r is to work out 
mch admirable results, whj not extend the oper- 
ation of the rule to other prodncta mfinitely more 
essential to life? 

The enormous coiiaumptiDn, and its rapid in- 
crease for the Ifist few yeira^ seem to excite coti- 
•iSerable apprehension in the minds of those who 
pretend liot to have much coilfidence jn our capa- 
city to maintain our supply.. The efert of high 
prices, as a general proposition, is to curtail con- 
sumption; but it appears that, notwithstanding 
the preHent extraordinary rates, the consumption 
of ld56 exceeds that .of iB55 by over a thousand 
lona. la this fact to furnish any cause for alarm?' 
Or ia it not ntthei' a Uviii^^proor ^at the country 
is pfegoaui viib wmKE and prwpcrity 1 Deris n 



not exhibit, in its strongest light, ths ability mi 
capacity to consume ? And who, I ask, haw A 

better right ts consanie, althoitgh th'ey may con- 
sume more than nther^, than those who are abte 
to pay? This important (kct of incrAiaed con- 
feunption, coupled with the extrava^nt priced of 
this article, must convince everyone thit theftg- 
Hculturht and industrial classefi art; actrveTy anil 
remuneratively employed, ab'd thht the ebttntry 
irA in ttaeh flourishing cohfiUiVil. ' 

UNIFORM COINASE. 

REMARKS or HON. J. 1*¥S0N. 

Ar ilfci Horsfe vr ftkMichnnrhW^rti 
FiArwy 24, 1857, | 
ihe Jetnt TcsolDtloH to piovjde for ascsrtctariQ( Afc rel^ 
nvs vaineofi&cCoiatve oftbe United fUsM aod Orekt 
BrUaiDiSad tbalxtsf the ntsUve vtf^ of Itos MSHanr 
eSias of ma two c<mairies, repjHisd fey Hr. Pblm ftOB 
Uie CobmUiee of Wsys nod Meant. 

Mr. TYSON said: I am in Airar of the fesohi- 
tion, but with to amend it by inserting the wDrdt 
*'on the decimal basis" after thefiret woiriin the 
eeventh line. The object of the rskolutioii-, Mr. 
Bpeaker, is to appoint an agtsnt to eonftr with 
European commissions, and report upon the sob- 
ject of An inter'natimuU O/iuagt. He aifahndoiient 
proposes a further object, jt requires that tfak 
units ahovM not only approKinnte in relative 
Tslm.bift that the wboieshobU be <m lilt MaW 
iRatcIni 

The fttandarl] b of vttl'n^ in the iiaitih of Engllnta 
and the United Statdi ark Do diffifcTeht that we aH» 
obliged to express this variahce by tftfe illvienlioO 
Of aflgmbnt— f/kepar^fearfctfilge. This i* the eotn- 
mercisl phivse to expresa that eqoality whibh ft 
attained byAdKf)^ nine and a hUdr percent, to 6at 
money. Oneobjefctof the commission is to'heu- 
tralizc this inequality in such a way as, by miitual 
coneeasion. to make the units of the two coun- 
tries exactly commensurable, The adoption of 
a common standard would make five of oiir dol- 
lars amnunt^to a pound sterling, and put an end 
to theexi<iUngincnualitiea in silver as well tis gold 
coina. The English currency has at preaent 
ninety-two and a naif hietal to the hundred of sil- 
ver, or seven and a half alloy ; and nftiety-one aii'd 
two thirds of gold, or an alJoy of nine and one 
third per cent. The American coinage has a lit- 
tle more alloy, having, like the French, the pro- 
portion of ninety to the hundred, or ten per c6nt. 
alloy. Oric chief duty Of the agent appointed 
under thik resolution, will be to confer with thh 
English commission now in existence, for the 
purpose of dcviainj sonie plan which may be mu- 
tually satisfactory, to equalize the respective 
standards of ihe two counlries. 

But another duty remains, and that is, to in'duce 
l^ngland to abanaon her antiquated divisions of 
units, and adopt the decimal system. The English 
duodecimal and vicesimal moilek of computation 
are inconvenient in practice, and too coinplex and 
troublesome in the transitcliona of internatiohiU 
commerce. The practical inconveniencea of the 

E resent system were shown by evidence adduced 
efore a coihmiitee of iHe English House of 
Corhihons in the year 1853. The committee re- 
ported in favor of its ^anddnmeot, and the aub- 
Btituiion of the de(4m[ii basis of coinage. 
. The decimal aystcm was one of the few good 
fruits of the Prencli revolution. Our country fol- 
lowed. The first movement wils made by Mi:. 
Jeffcraoii, in January, 1790, who recoihihendecl 
the adoption of the French decimiils in the divi- 
sion of coins. No coinage has been inade in this 
country since the year 1800, except upon this 
baaia; but Uie Spanish and Mexican units are, 
by acquiescence, still in common circulation. The 
decimal system now prevails, by law, in nearly 
every port of Europf , except iu England, Qei-- 
many, and Ruasia. In the two former countriea 
a favorable impression prevails in regard to'lL It 
ia also in force in Chili, Columbia, and KeV 
Granada, in South America, and a feeling existh 
in faVoir of it in Mexico. 

This Ccnereas was ^eUtiohed, several yeus 
agtf, by t&i'SocUty of CUogrhp&y iuul'StkufeUM : 



Id OtTor of nnifonn stapSarda of weights and 
measures. It was one of the subjects wnich ea- 
gaged the attention of the Scientific Congress 
Which was held at Brussels in 1853- Morr> re- 
cently, the eame body, assembled at Paris in 1S5S, 
and strongly recommended the adoption of some 
uniform system of calculation as well as uniform- 
ity of weights and measures. They appointed a 
committee tocoafer with reJuctantor ill-jud^ing in- 
-tb'reats in other countries. With thia committee, 
as well aa with the British commiaaioh, the tgf-iti 
to l^^poin ted Under the resolution noW before 
the Bouse, will no doubt put himself in coiiuDuai- 
cation, ainu give to the country every Ilgbt vrhieh 
scieiice, iix'pe'rience, arid 'the general interests of 
commerca over the world wiirrMjurre. 

The whole subject of ah international cofDsp 
in facilitating exchanges, and subserving ihb lo- 
terekts of commerce, ia well worthy of the Anwr- 
ican Congreaa. Next to a univetval langua|Ti 
everywhere spoken and everywhere underetoci. 
it will as eminently coiii^uce to general peace and 
general gooa understanding, among nations, ■ 
aov other ineasure which eaji be deV^iaed. 

The ireitalutio'n wat paabed as anaeDded. 

UTiui nunvKT *kv its tAvn-roiLYuiat 
dUfD itA hwtmm. 

SWJBCH Of Holf! J. S. HOftRILL, 

or TEftHDNT, 
Ili ^ HbDik bk HEMtBlKHTAtlTki. 

Atarv S8, 18S7. 
'I'M IflMds Ifefiif la the fAafistfttse of tlA Vwtubkt sa ibe 
talk of lite iTtalim, ahd liktiitc ooder ei^kiideiMkm ttac ka 
aiiklhg kpimpi iwitiis fbr ihk VtAUory of 0Mb— 

Mr. MORRILL aaid: 

Mr. Cb&iriiau: It was my purpose at an eai^ 
Iter period of the ae^ion to have submiued eobs 
remarks upop the territorial law« of Utah, ami 
Mie '* patriarchal ipstilution" of polygamy which 
there prevails. With this obiect m view, I ic- 
trodt)ced a restrfjition into the'cloiue aa early as 
the iSlh day of Jaooary, calling upon the Re- 
sident for pmcial information koowq to b« on 
file ib the Departments, relative to certain foot 
pertaining to the subject. But up to this tune 
BO response has been made; whether because, if 
made, it would hare been found inconipstible vidt 
the interests of Mormonism, or the interests of the 
outgoiikg Administration, Uie public will jud^. 
Having read the territorial laws of Utah, whxb 
many of the members t^f the Ilouae nwyDothafF 
had Ui opportunity of doing, 1 have uiotight ii 
itiigfat prove of some service to qiake «□ upote of 
their peculiar character. I could have reached tnj 
object, any time that I could have got the floor, by 
makiitg a motion to take up a biU which ia nov 
pending iipoQ a motion entered for recooaidera- 
tion; but I felt unwilling to cMsume the titne of 
the House when it waa evident that, from the 

freasof other matters, no logislatioo couki foHov. 
or these reasons, 1 gate notice of my purpt>ae, 
and obtained consent to publish what I had ut 
say, with some libergr.br expansicMi. 

The EBpori of Chief Justiea. Branderberry. Am- 
eociate Justice Brocchus, and Sepreiary Harris, 
for the Territory of Ut^. to the President tM 
United States, December 19. IdU, and printedm 
exeoitivB documents in 1851-^ was reeaided 
at the time as looextravsfantfor belief. Subs<^ 
gaent events bate shown, tilat the weuire maa 
net. too highly eotorsdiand thatno oilteer, if net 
a Mormon or a jack-Mormon, can dwell amoag 
the Mormons without being auUected to creaier 
insoleniie than that of which Shyibck wm^u^: 

" SigiiiorAptoiiio, oiany a liiiie.aad ol^ 
Inibe Kiaita, you iiave rated ine : 



Still lijive l.bunie it wi , 

For Miffbrsnco fa ttie badie ofsll oqr 
Von call me— ipitbeliever ciit-Uvtpt do^. 
And Bpit upou ay Jewish gobeidlae." 



.a patient ah 



Mahy of the statements thade in the rencrt 
alluded to are of so grave inporti and the Mor- 
mons havii^, by continued snabbbig.fiaallysdb- 
dned the Geheial Oovemment into ^Mi^ie com- 
pliaiiei liriUi' tfaelr wudisi, sh^ reproduce 
fBfim lien* hk oiSot td nflnfiSt tfb itumorj ^3i 
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•ntlemen wich a chapter of hUtoiy. Comipenc- 
g on page 8, document 25, of the report, it reads: 
» Wc (bund upoo oprMrivsl, tliat almost the entire pap- 
ition Gonsiaieaor&peMilecAlteilMonnoii*; sndtbeHor- 
in cburcb nverdhulawlnf and conirollinf the opiniou, 
. actkwii, Um jmrnerty, ud even the livn of ita mmbera, 
umjgf and exerci^g the function* oTIe^BlAtiaiiaiMl Uw 
lieVal business of ilio Tertitojry ; oigwiizing and coni- 
tiidini the militBir"! dteposinf of tbe public landa upon 
own tenna j eointng monejr, atanped ' HolinraB to the 
trd ' and fbreinf iia circulation at a aomdard Oltoen or 
enty centum above its real value ; opealy aanetiODiag 
a deftnding the practice of Mdyganiy, or pliysltty aS 
ves ; exacting the tenth part or crflrytbinifroaa ita nuun- 
iB, under the name oT litblnf , and enonnooa taxea, fttun 
IscDs, not biembers t peneirmting and sUpervlaiag social 
d buaineM circl««i aiu) iboilcaiiM aoA iffqiiiilog, ^ an 
ide of rehaoua faitta, iin(^|c't obedjpQce to {"he counsel! 
( the cburcb as parampunt to all the obll^iions of mo- 
ity, society, allegiance, and oClaw.'' » • " *^ 

I Our main relliuice.waa.iipcHi Brlgham Votai(, tlie Oos;. 
u», for no man cwiM (oyun tbqqi agafifat bw Indqcfnce 
[houl a military force. 

' We were Infonned afterwards thai Mr. Blair had mqd0 
rem) private applications lo tbe Oovemor to know IT he 
■Old allow an tetentew.tD the ehbtf JiHtiqe, but be re- 
led, declariof tlwt 'ha did not vW. an hnwid f lio»,Jir 
Be hot Monaoaa sbouldlwun ba^ appolnUdtB tM oAcm 
the TerritaiT, and nana othM but A— dnKalR,l«a«M 
re coBie among.tbem.' " 

• Hie Governor rose to addreaa the audience, and a pr^ 
ind silence enaaeil; aa Is always tbe case wneh he riaee 
spent. After relleetins )□ lehna oT condemnation upon 
! alleged hostllltyofGeneral Taylor tntlie Mormon!, and 
giving them a government, he exclaimed, iu ■ loud aiid 
glting tone, ' l^i Zacbary Taylqr is dead, a^d In, t^ell, 

I I aiu glad Qf it,' Then drawiqK himself up to hja u^ 
•n hPight, and stretching his hands tdwaVds heaven, he 
blared In a still mora violent voice, ' And I prrjptae«y In 
I name of Jesua Cbtioi, tv the power of the pneuboQd 
It is upon mc, that any President of the United States 
loiids ilia finger against this people iballdieaniintjmely 
ub and go to hell.' To ibis o^entimenl' there came up 
Ri tliose seate(l,arouadua,and&oniall pans of the bouse, 
idamlmingled re«ponaesar*Amea!' 'Good!' 'tiear-'' 
■Upon a subseauentoeca^n, (the 9th of September,) 
ilyto the remarks made by one of the undernigncdt (Aa- 
!iBie Justice Drocchus.) upoii the subject before a large 
dience, the Governor Iciieratedmd declaredy < I did uy 
It f^encrol Taylor was dead and in, bfU i and I know it,' 
man in the cron;d, seemingly to give thp Governor, aa 
pociuniiy of fixing its truth, kpoks out, And sait), ' How 
ynu linow it.** To which the Governor proinptlynn- 
ered, < Beeauae God lotd me so.* An elder, second onlf 
the Governor in the cburcb, (Beher C. Kinibaii,) laying 
1 band on the ahnulder of Judge Biocchas, ndned, ' Yes, 
[fe, and you'll know If, too; for you'll see hlin tvbeDyMi 
1 there.' 

'Upon the fbllowlng 8iinday,lheMvarof t)Meitj,3ed< 
iBb M. Grant, ineulo^EliV the urengtb of tbe Mpnnoaa, 
iltinsly declared froiQ (he pulpit, in presence of one of 
: undersigned, (Mr. Harris,] 'That now theuolted States 
lid not coAquet them by arma.' Brigham Young, tbe Gov- 
wr, aanounced, with great vebeniBnce, IVon tbe atand 
the individuals, while tbe feelinitg of tbe peODle ware 
13 excited by sucli cehtimcnts. ' That liu hnd ruled ibat 
iple for years, and could rule them twain; that the Unit^ 
Lies Judges mlgM rsm^nln theTerrfiory.and drawttwlr 
aries, but ihey abould nem try a eause if.be oe«MTre- 
Dt it.' 

'Another speaker, already refarred to,atandlng secondln 
■ church, (HeberC. Kfmball,) enconnlged by t|>e exani- 
set him by the Govemor,declsred,lnaap«eeb at apub- 
meeUag, < that thtt United Slates oSlcerB migbl-reiuln 
tbe Territory so long u they behaved Ibamadve^ oiut 
dtheirbiiarding; but tf they did not, they (the Momons) 
<uld kick them to betl, where they belonged !' 

* The pteactwr, PnlMSur Spencer, * of. the UniTerMiy of 
fietet,' among other AZiire*aiuiuqriU-fecliiig,decl^ted4tiat 
le laws and policy of the United States GQwrnmen^ were 
ended to oppress tbe poor;' and turning bis ey^ upon us, 
presence oT this targe audience, fkrtberdeelered: ^Tbe 
vammeDt of -tbe Uoliad States Is a aHuk In the noalrils 
Jebovab, and »o wonder tiM ManDOns.wl«b It down. 
i ean save it br Umeraaii but rather than npe. it any 
ler way, we Will bm u i-d flrat.' Another Hormnn, 
Iben C«ifBgioii,1 la nftiBbig to Jain In Arlng a salute on 
r 4tb of Jaly, daclarad ta Jadga lliDediDa and oituta, 
At tbe United States was goiiit lo bell Oat aa Iteoald, 
1 the BOiHKH- tbe better.' " 

BOBTiu TO KMnwueumMm 

The Mormons are quite' aahoBtile to the repab- 
an form of ^Tennnent aa they are to the usual 
ma of Chnatianity. Ift their official corre- 
ondence with GoTernment they are respectAi], 
t at home, publicly and prirately, they indulge 
Uic coarbest and oioat brutal aanulta tipon the 
liled States GoTemment and its ofltcers; OA- 
lily coui^coua, they are everywhere else mafig- 
nt backbiters and tradticers. This is proven 
' the correspondence published in the exeeutiva 
cuments, (first seasidn of tbe Thirty-^cond 
)ngres3() from which liberal extracts nave been 
ren. It ta proren by the united testimony of 
Gentiles who have Tinted the country, mi 
is corroborated to any extent by thepabwif tui 
Jm the aermons weekfy delivered at Great 'a»U 
ike City, and then reriMd and pub&idnd in th« 



Deseret News. They desir? a kingly fovem- 
EDcnt, io order to maJta their patnarchsl institUT 
ttons more homogeneous. Whentheyatartetlout 
for Utah, it was with the purpose of establiahing 
a kingty government; but the Mexican vac 
coming on, the Unitad Statea botwdauries over- 
took apd aga,in inclosed them. Chagrined at 
this uncalculawd result, they sent to England for 
permission to occupy Yancouver'a Island, and to 
erect an independent government. Thie being re- 
fused them, they subinitto a nominal allegiance, 
aiid lie in vait for ah opportunity of defiance 
and revolt, when they can reach the " crowning 
gipry" of their schemes, and of Brigham Young, 
at once. This man pubficly proclaims, aa I learn 
upon ihfi authority of a gentleman but recent^ 
an officer in tSe Teia;ifory , (Major Holnian ,) that 
*'God Almighty m^de nim G<>ven)|riMbBL the 
coinmissiQn doepn't do it." In the l^fn (-pag« 
io) of the executive documents beforo cited, a 
specimen of the hoaiility of Wovemor Voting may 
be aeei) in htq own wgrda, thus: ■■ I know the 
United' States i^id not mitrder our wives and cbU- 
dren, bnrh our hopseri, and rob us of our prop- 
erty, but they stood by and saw it Hone, and 
never opened their moutns, thed; — datfoundrela.*' 
The number of tbe wi«a of Brigham Young is 
TartoQsly stated f>om sixty to ninety ;and wheuief 
so laree that no man can number fnem or sot, he 
la undejstfiQd to declare they are so large thal.Ae 
does not know the number, &nd does not always 
know or reinember those he moets who claim to 
be his wives, Yet this man linlda his coni'mia- 
sion as Governor,, in deQanc^.of the whole power 
of the United States Governnieni,and proclaims, 
" I, shall act as Governor u;itil G^d Almighty 
lays to me, Brigham, you needi)'t be Governor 
any Itmger.." 

Judge 'Stiles, (Mormon,) in. a speech made at 
a mast meeting io tl)e spring of 1B56, declared 
that ** the United States was cruml}}ing and tot- 
tering, and the- day was not far disleuat when he 
hoped to see It fall bade into ths^rmsqf Deseret, 
(Utah.)'> ■ 

Of course this is utterly impotent, but it con- 
elnsirely shows the unfitness of the man for a 
high judicial station; and he should bit removed. 
All the United States officers appointed in Utah 
since anno Doniini 1851, save the surveyor gen- 
eral. Burr, are either' Mormons, or actively en- 
gtiged in some sort of business or speculation 
which incapacitates them for a faithful and intpaiv 
tial dischat^ of their dirties. Judge I^rummond 
is a hcrae-trwter. Judge Kenney is largely in the 
mercantile business. 

Prom an artide in the Deseret New* of April 
18, lS55,.htgh}y eomtpendcd, I mbe the followjn^ 
extract: 

<< It Is coDflMthtg to turn flfnm the dark aad abaailaas 
prospects oT Babylun, to the mors bopitfnl sigBs of the ritiilg 
power and glory of zion. Never was it morenaanifMl that 
tba ImrI s^ndsat. tbe beiat Uian U prejent; and n^er 
WHS ttfcwork more onivard! Far the Suntatn Zion there 
happens Iq^t sudtctnnt dlstarbance, through A|M>sl8ta8, 
mobs, ITnlted States -officials, or Indlaiw, to prevuiK tbtai 
frdm beingluHeA asleep, and toiaaica. tbuw aUva.te^(bi^ 
ptivilegps." 



. „ Dwelling iu the mldsjt I 

the mountains, they have every naiiirAl help to Itfe and 
vigor, every circunislantin) incentive to bravery and haro- 
tsn and Ibrtitada, and every indaosmcnt lo careful and 
peneveri>« laAatuy ; i^st,tbeir ieolyted DfMj t^n— a tifoo- 
sand miles Croui ttw fbsU^na and fHHei q( Clinftendom— 
gives them ample room to grow and expand into h freA, 
crest, tnighty, cokrageoiu, and generous people, untrain- 
ibelad by- the narrow gentile noiiona of Babylon^ uaaoi> 
by the abomiivite>V <^ d^nemte.wsrld." 

Evidences of this character might be multiplied 
to almost any extent, but f> shaU ^ve but faar 
specimens mtwe, and thoas of a later date. 

In a aermon delivered by- Fresidant Brigbus 
Young, Bowery, August 31^ 1866, and published 
in tlie Deseret News of Sepienber 17, 1856, afiar 
sayio«; ** Tma, wa have mors wives thau ona, 
•lUtwhatofthatj tbev(the Gentiles or'wicked*) 
hava their scavsa of toouBBoda of pyatitutest we 
have none. " 

This is an imputaiioit against American woman 
w-hiiih theiT known virtue sufficiently refHteSp Lca 
character is very like the charge, as related, by 
Hume, of a Turkish £i]»bassador in Frapce. 
**W*Tutto,*'says ha, "ars great simpletonaJa 
oomparison of the Christians; we are at the ez- 
pcinse and trouble of keeping a seraglio, each fn 
nis o^rn lioute; but. you ease yourselves of this 
burden, Kare your sen^io-in your frienls' 
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Houses.*' It IS natural thpt the. Mormons should 
8_ympalhize more with *Sirlfs than, with Christ 
liana. Accofdingty, they dp rank them higher 
in the 4.QaJe of oivi]i%'ation , repq^t their slanaerS| 
and assiiiiil^te their domestic ihsiitutionf, 

Inthe same wrmon brother Brigham proeeieds, 
mingling clownish jok«s with priestly roaringi 
to say: 

"Mormotriam Is trae, and all hell cannotoveithrow.lt) 
They have succeeded In maklugos an organized IVrritory, 
snd tfaw ■ra.dim rw iaa^ to.mfe iia s» ind wndant 8l«a, 
9r 6nvarniiM9f,«ivl aptbe.LoFdUn»U wm beso. [Tfta 
oonsegatioasbwt^daavA-J f My. as tfeslM^ livaa, «« 
u» bound 10 bwutati a.v>wiWsn 9iaw in tba.Onioa, on a* 
MepanKw nat^ lHiowwLv«t> >«4-iM ib«B4tixa.»s.9Qi( 
this place if they eon; ltaeycaHiiM4o,ii. 
this out as baqter i yoa ~ 
Mormaai,aaa> 

Tfae-laeh ef ps l ri o ri sw — ^thftfcwefasa ho*- 
tdtey of the Monnons t» our ftepwOicadiBit oT 
no disputai. I would- not punish thea fi»r tbew 
fbots; But tbay are not suoh facts- ae an,oakiuUitB# 
to eaeuse tha-wsongs of a daepsi if. 

ri;ci7L!Aa. li,wi. 
J^Vft tp oa41 the aiteolj|on.of gentlet^en I0ei4> 
ajj^o the whole codfroC thft tvuf^riftl laws of 
Utah. And in the ftrst, pUce it, is to b« obsarve^ 
that by ^ectiQa six of tj|a of Cop^cev* pro# 
vidina for tbe oi^ApiwUQaofth^ Territory., iti^ 
provitled, tJiat <' qU^./tfjoi pa$ftd;bii,tk^ I^laUw 
^tttiably an4 GfiWmoT wfl St¥>f^Ui*» to tk^ 

jMTw^ovV sfwI-Qf' nst.igiet. The. oi^ic tu^ 
also- provides, that Iha-Qovamaii'* shall hold his 
office fouryearS; and until his auocesspr isap* 
pointed and quRfifiied, u;il|£sgi opon^r. removed, bjc 
lhePreaidftO*of,thalInitMj,St4tes," ThiaprOp 
vision enables weak Administratioaatocontintt* 
any Governor iq his place fbr life, when once ia 
power, without th^direptrjetpwsibilii.y,^f>nal(iii{| 
the ^ipoiatineotk or, 'if a mw- afmointmtal i« 
made, it can be conferred upon one (tike Colonat 
Steptoe) whp will ba uire :to 4vclin{i iu It ip.hj 
tbis.hpld-oiiejccUasft,UMt Qiagham Xoung is.per^ 
petuated in oflkf. I Qfl8u;a, to cits spmp of tJtti 
territorial laws to show how, Ihr this, Governoi; 
Young has. raoaqftolized, not only the rttligious, 
but the civil Sftd military power of the, Territory! 
Ir I am npt nufit^n,.it, will appear tliat he hu 
with and without forms of law sepired to bimsalf 
moredespoiic.powir itian mnowexerci^ed byanjt 
ruler on thf g}oiitt whefa written QOiMtituMPna 
are obsfervadj apd tha Coiigresfi of th<L UnilOA 
States thus far does not>** disapprove" it. 

Oil pi^ Ql,7 # the Il^ws will ne found; 

" Sao. ». .TtMbuuUqBoCilfciiMrdaja Oiaat. WlJt^ 
•wtnorsbsU ba-ae IndapeHitaflt.bMtatiaa, noiatuuJHd I* 
■nKbrigade.ord(VMiaa',aBd'BiMUba«iJ)ieQt,a«AlltiaM| i* 
tlw call or tba Oovemor and UeKtotmiK Qonanl." 

This, corps, wpires to a, Napo.lconis model-* 
4,Swi8S, boay-gtwd— and. i^heihei: for Hurpoaeji 
of ofl^nM^or ufimMf or^pr ths-pomp of mUiiaryt 
displays— > 

— •-"all AewWa- 
Hismiaiii Hiaial liiiailns ■"■'♦i"' sousda." 

in. liable to aU tho impioiow rrpuUlioana- ha«ii 
aver entwtaiqjid. s^ainM QHttpen. and. acp^nut « 
standing army in time of peace. I(.iftnQt eAongJt 
(hat. (he Ghivwoor ip oMHModer'iiVfhief of the 
Nafivoo LegicMMt Bpr«ld over alew district^ 
ih^t aU electtona far.BlUnc the of I^iau tsfianl 
Qenml «hall b^.ordeiM.by th».Gkiwmor,.(sM 
lAWStpacav907,} but he muBlrh«re« battalioaof 
lifei^uBLTda. ftttgfflhsd.to nobody but himself, and 
at all times; subjM^to-hiS'CalU 

Withxbe Govvnor aeems to be lodjisd not only 
all ooBtroi over, the monufacttira of " apiridial 
wfou," but the manuAteture of ^1 othe» *• ardent 
spirits." On 108 of thft aection tvor, 
.will bBrfoupdi aiB.fQllowv 

"A.itfmikToriimMt lawf idu» tha Ooramor datt 
desM It oinedtaM to. baive. aadat. ifbUm cnaufKtura^ 
WilhiDtbis.fltata»he.niBy y aa i »JleaBaaf aam»pacaon<lg 
pannnii lonfteaa^ »apa>tba sa*ef and tepose s>wb ra» 
«Bieti«na.ihots<Mi as bsttay daaia jrequialtB." 

"^here isA^irid^ latitude o.f power here, and ft 
0Q/(tM9Hi^ that miglH aulEer some loa^- should a 
ahiuva>Qaair in the office of Governor. Undoabl* 
edly it orealQSft monopoly from whith a prinealT 
revenue maybe derived, anl of- whicb.v laga) 

In a. neiB eottntry. Iifca Utah there- are few 
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■pAHGtl bjr ferripa. Tlieae TerrieB and bridges seem 
to be monopolized by thg GoTernorand the lead- 
iog ciders, who are tuereby enabled to extort very 
considerable tribute from tneemigrani travel paaa- 
ing tlirougli to California. On page 367 of the 
lawn will be found an act granting to ihe Governor 
exclusive privileges over two of the principal 
rivers, and wiiich might be supposed to uTord the 
best chances for the largest amount of tolls, as 
A)Uow-s: 

' " Sec. \. Bt U eitaded by the O»vmor and LefUlativ^ 
JlucmUii of the Territory of Ui«k, That Brighain Youni is 
harohy cmjiowered to establish, regulate, anifcontrnl ferrlM 
and bridites an Weber and Dear riven, east of the mnin 
inn^ afthe WnhMtch moanislni, and to apecUy the mies 
of toll Ibr the lue tbereof." 

All othnr acU are repealed, and all other per- 
sons arc to be aubjoet to coats and damages if 
tlicy operate, in any manner, ferries and bridges 
on those rivers. Tlie B£t la unlimited aa to time 
and aa to rates of toll. That these rates are and 
vill be opprt-asive, emigrant travelers fhrnish 
ample teaiiiiio;iy. When similar grants are be* 
stowed upon lesser lighta of the church, such 
aa brotbrr Jospph Young, John Young, Joseph 
Bnaby, Williom P. Empy, Charles Ho 
A. Wardawonh, 0. Hyde, D. H. We 
other", the grant is reairicted aa to time, ten per 
eent. ia to be paid over to the perpetual emigra- 
tion fund, and the rates of toIl;are fixed. On 
page 346 of the Laws, will be fouiid an act of this 
sort, which I will give aa a apecimeji: 

" Hbc. 1. Be it enacted hy the Oovemor and Legblatlve 
^tttmiil^ of the Territortiof Utah, TbuJtmcpb Young and 
WlUiiiin I • Enip7 liavn the right to establisb a reiry or lor- 
ries BcruM Bear river for three years (duriiig the ferrying 
■eaanns or earti yi^ar) from ibe passage of tliis act, at n 
plnec! which will ben Eubaerve the public interests between 
the mouth of vatil riviir nod a- point five miles east of tb« 
nioHib of the kanyon." 

" Bsc. 3. The said Young and otlieri shall pay ten per 
cent, of all tlioy receive ns loll onsnid ferries and bridge, 
to ttic treasurer afthePerp«<tKul£mlgT«t<ng Fund CtHnpony, 
on oath or nfflnnulM, oa or bdbra iba IM day at Septem- 
bor, annually." 

The ratca of loll are, for one man, twenty-five 
cents; one animal and hack, one dollar; wagon 
and two animals, three dollars; with four animals, 
six dollars, &c., dtc. 

These rates would appear a little inflated; but 
then it is to be noticed that these prime favorites 
are put under bonds to disgorge ten per cent, (in 
aome cases not but five per cent.) of any auch 
excess for the benefit of proselyting foreigners, 
or ths perpetual emigrating fund. I will give a 
section of another similar act (on page 344) of the 
laws; _ 

<■ Sbc. 1. Be it enacted by th« Go ^w or w J XerWoilM 
.<He>nMy o/U« TerrVaniof Vlah, ThatJosephBusDyluive 
the exclusive right of erecting a ferry, or ferriFs, on Ham's 
Forkrivnr, fbritic tcrmofftvo yean, from and aner the pns- 
•ago of litis act, at «>ome point within this Territory, for tbs 
accommodailoa of the emigration from the States to Cnli- 
tamidj Or^on, and tlii^ Territory, provided he nny upon 
oath five per cent, of all hioncys i.i^lected of .said ff rry, or 
ftrries, into the treasury of iIk Perpetual EmlgratiM Fund 
Company, for the b<-nont of Mid niinl, on or bubru the flrti 
day of September of esdi year." 

WJien these persons fhil to establish ferries or 
bridges, power is given to ths Governor to ap- 
point some otlter person to establish ihem. (See 
Laws, p. 347.) 

In order more effectually to hold all Mormons 
within the gripe of the church, and compel them 
to discard all other tribunals, it is their policy to 
discard and drive out of the Territory iJI lawyers. 
That profession seems to be dreaded as their 
nnturat foe. In the Territorial Laws, page 1^, 
the lawyers come in fo.r it in this style, viz: 

'■Sso.S. No peison or peraons employing counsel in any 
of the courts of tbto Teirltary sholf be compelled by any 
procBaa of law to pay tbo couiui'l so emptny«j, fbr apy ser- 
vices rendered od counsel, boforo or after, or during, tbe 
process of Irlhl in tlic coac. 

" Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the }4id|ea of all conrta 
In tlic Territory to (brUd and prevent all Indecent and es- 
Gitlug languncc and l>cliaviorin their courts ; and in case of 
a remilEO to counsel being disregarded and resented by said 
counsel, it sliall be tbe duiy oftAeJudge giving such rebuke 
to nullii'y the rijht m plead of such counsel, and to take 
measures to prohibit liim from being hrard as counsel in 
any court iif tlils Territory, until lucn time as satisfkeiion 
hiu been given for hli good conduct in future. And It shall 
ftartbf r Ik! bis duty to impose a flne not exceeding one hun- 
dred dolliiis, OD eucb counsel, aa be may deem just j and 
bo iiiny commit said couiwel to prison during the term of 
tbe court then being holden. 

"Sko.5. AiiyauonieyiOrpeisoaoibenvtseaBiumiAgHt 
a|BasrbelbnaiirooartbitUsToRl(DiT,iaBV<*ssowfiai- 
«IM»M1 itsaalBlllfcsftcHiiUbSBsas wlietlianhsy 



are calculated to nske agalaat his client or not— of which 
be Is in poMcsBion, and null preasat the ben evidence that 
he can in the case to the intent that tbe me slate of tbe 
case in litigation may be prenenicd belbre the cnnit i and 
Ibr afUture to do so, or to comply with nil iba requirements 
of ibia act, shall be liable to nil the penal'y herein before 
provided for, and the flirther penalty of not less than one 
dollar, at tbe discretion of thecoim." 

This is a tight place for lawyers. They must 
work without aivy legal claim for pay. They 
must not use " any indecent langui^," nor get 
excited> They must prove* 

" All doctrines plain and clear" 
on both sides of the case at once, being liable for 
contempt, and for all sorts of ahort-comings to 
severe and summary punishment. Peter the 
Great, when in Engfona, said " there woe but 
one lawyer in Russia, and be was going home to 
kan^ The nun;iber in Utah cannot be much 

greatei^Hthen existed in Russia. 

On peg^gO of tbe Territorial Lawsisaiesolu- 
tion 01 rather eompMhensive dimensions, bulfnot 
wholly bad, which authorizeseoch county to elect 
a council of twelve as referees, to decide alt cases 
of litigation brought before them by mutual con- 
sent — their decision to be final; but not to vest in 
said council any Judicial power. This, if designed 
to settle all di^rences peaceably and wiihout 
coats, ia well; but if for the purpose of concen- 
trating all power in the churchy it -would wear a 
different aspect. ■ 

The act organizing theTerritory of Utah "pro- 
vided that the right tif n^ragt and. <if holdir^ oj^t 
shall be exercised only oy ntiztna of the United 
States, including those recognized as citizens by 
the treaty with the Republic oTMexico, concluded 
February 3, 1848;" yet aliens are allowed to vote 
and hold office. Mormonism is the higher-law 
qualification. In point of fhet, alt the TOtars are 
mere machines to register the edicts of President 
Young. No one dares to throw a scattering vote; 
and hence the result is nearly always a unanimous 
vote. Tho President nomtitates, and the News 
publishes the norainatioQ.lind the Yankee and the 
Scot, the Welchman and the Swede, tbe Sand- 
wich Islander and the Australian, all echo the 
same note. In order to be able to strangle any 
discordant or rebellious votea in their infancy, 
while the rote by ballot is establiahed, they use 
the ballot as an irrefragable witness to ear-mark 
the voter. The i|£t on page 333 of Territorial 
Laws will «how tbe eircetual means used to track 
out and hunt down any one of their number who 
should have the presumption to mar the unanim- 
ity of the ballot'box,and thereby the equanimity 
of the Lion of the Lord. Here is the utw: 

"9cc.&.>' • >. * <* Each elector rfisU provide Mw- 
•eir with s vote oontalalns tbe samea of tbe penwiis be 
wishes elected, and tbe offlcea be would have them nil, 
and present It neatly folded lo the ]sdge of the eleetjonii, 
who shall iMtatermfd^osttUtaMsA^Ibtim; tboclerit 
sball (tien uritt i&< wms ike Sector, mtd opfotUe U Uu 
Munter of Ms Mis." 

.It was also provided in the oi^nic act' that 
*' no law shall be passed [by -Utah] interfering 
with the primary disposal of-the soil." Yet it is 
notorious that all the valuable portions of the 
land are aouat upon; and the Territorial Assem- 
bly gives tne power to occupy, rent, and transfer 
these rights orcbiima. Of course there is no neces- 
sity for any title to land from the United States. 
To buv that would be apending money foolishly. 
The Mormons know better. They have posses- 
sion, and that is a good title againat the United 
States. But land is ftckoned rather valueless 
without'wood and water; and these latter are 
monopolized not oilty by the Mormons, but by 
a few IVlormons — the Governor and his apostles. 
It is only in proximity to the mountains m Utah 
that " wood grows or water runs." Whoever 
controls these plaeea commands ths deatiniea of 
the people, ana seta bis own limiu to hb wealth. 
The grants for these privil^s are numerous, 
(vide Territorial Laws, pp. W, 64, 73, 73,) and 
the Prophet and hia apoaties have no " moral con- 
victions" against such specisl legislation. Aa a 
sample of these acts — an adobt from thQ.Mormon 
tempU — I will give here, (page 63, chap, vii:) 

«£s U ordolMd iy the Scneral ^ttMv oj Us S(al« «/ 
Oewnt, That Bri^mm Young bava tliaooM control of City 
creek and kaajos, Sad that he pay into tbspnUlc iisaaury 
tbe suDi of $fiOO iberafiir." 

As all tbe land requirsi to be irri^ted to malts 
itfhutAili tba sola oeninl of tba eitf creek may 



be considered the cream of thew ipcnai«', 
and brother Brigham, doubtless, Ends liV- ' 
enue squeezed from the Great Sa!i CiV 
convenient for tbe maintenance ofhi!['<til 
spiritual views. 

Other elders are fatly provided for. OtrM 
64 of the Territorial Laws, it readi, in fi^, j 
the President of tbe Council, thus: 

"Alt ordafaedhUe O0naraI.AKsiUyorru,o. . 
i)sterel,TbstliebarC. Kimball hsvettieculii.j^F.,^,' 
of cMiveying the waters of North Hill cmk to:' ., ] 
thewairraofthe kanyon next nonb, toit:t: jtnr 
mile distant, to soine convcnieni poioE below <k-^'^\ 
the two kanyons, and of appmphatiD; tbe Mafui:,,, 
of a saw-mill, griMtmill, and oUier oucluaeij." ^ 

By reference to the territorial itatuii^Kr .i 
seen that the naraeh of Young and Smiit ^ 
so frequently as to surest the idea tha: -h:'^.. 
generic terms. Here is a law, on pageTlr^ j 
ctesrljr interferes with tbe priauur d^pia::! J 
soil, m &ror of one of tits twelve apot^kj 
follows: ■ 

" Sen. I. Bt AofAitaed tyffce GttMAmt^iY 
ataU of DaerA, That tbe exclnsive contn)! bf it<^ 
in tbe kai^ns on tl>e east side of thennfttirMrj 
west of Jordan, in Grest Salt Lalce ccudit, hl-> 
giaated to George A. Smith, wbo is hot^tuto'A^ 
control the limber in iSid ksnyons-to woikniliian 
sad to direct kAm, isi Urs , snd vj »b«,iaJHB| 
tokon out thereftom." 

"Sko. 3. NopctsonaballbesllowedtocniiitfaFB 
ptnce in these kanyons, without MiniMioalraus 
prictor, wbo la hereby antlMrlsed." 

Lest these special grants should Dol»i»Fib 
valuable timber lands, I will exirBetanoiteti 
which places " all timber" under iht mr.j 
the county court. — Vide TerrHonal /sn,p.L" 
"Sec. 3. TbecoantycoiiTtbasibeeanuiilofiJ:-^ 
water prirtleve*, or any water coom or cmk: t fs 
mill sites, and exercise such powenss in uri;^., 
■hall best preserve Ihe timber, and ■ulMcrTeiteK->:r| 
the fetilemenis, in the disirinuiion of waiivh)?^: 
or other purposes. Alt grantJorri^ii lie!dDBt!i>i: 
live authority shall not be loterfeml wiib." 

To Strip and waste the timber onW:: 
destroy its value; especially so in \jit>,.r.i 
timber ia not plentiful. Even contin»enijT[>| 
etora have tJie right by common Iiwuk'p'j 
such waste. But here are " proprieion"!':.:! 
by Utah against the world, when UuhiiuEc 
wiihout a title as was Satan when he kAoi 
rather cxtmvagaat profit to onr SaritKt. » 
sides, spoliation of timber is an offenit en: 
our own public laws for which the Gonr.ifr 
is to be indemnified, and for which the Iikik> 
are liable to prosecution. While Tear(^:.~ 
enough to suppress these dcpredaiiamiij!^- 
igan, iVis^on3in,and Minnesota, wbyit>.;r 
nothuntuptheofiendersin Utah and rtpcrz<: 
for sudi action aa the public iniemtn(|R-!)' 

By the adroit course pursued by ibellnr 
people of Utah, it docs not appear,ub(u: 
30th of June, 1856, that any of th« pubj:^'-. 
of the United States located in Uiah bn a 
disposed of. There are 120,370,730 icinad 
in tJtah. The amount given to Khodiis 
the University is 6,68U7trT acres. Theaov' 
what is termed vacant public lands is 1I1k-'3 
acrea;'so that it does not appear, ahboofliS.? 
acres have been survcyea, that a sinr?i:^i' 
been sold in Utah, or that the United S-^j^ 
derived one dollar of income thcrefmia- 1-^ 
this aharp practice of the people of Ua: -> 
public lands of that Territory are.Biiiifii!^ 
remain, utterly wortlileasforoilpurp(«if'> 
nue to the Government of the UniiMSuw 

President Young is reputed lo beagwit* 
cier, and it is quite evident that be is vAtif^ 
to the temporal interests of the prophci. I-i-- ' 
policy of the Mormons to teach (heirfcHei^' 
value properly only as it advances lie ir''S* 
of their cnurch and its prophet, ap(wlf'--^' 
priests, and elders. The prophet ^' 
revelation that he must not work. Htii* 
another that the failhAit must build hirat! '^ 
Ail this, and much more, was impliciiiy 
But the prophet Brigham does not intfth^^ 
altogether to the fulfillment of any suciiiKc-^'' 
precarious prophetic revelations. St^f S"' 
must turrender at once a tenth of fvH i^'"} 1^^" 
and he cannot be cheated, he safG,nei;'"7'-/ 
spavined horses, and they must snmis 
themselves or go to hell at last, Tiib^'^-^ 
sharp point of their sermons and the btira^^;; 
their songs. From the News, of Apnl l"-,^ 
I axtnwt a swiMt a mielioe oribc u^?- 
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Kvcnth quorum, eonuuning more truth, perhapB, 

than poetry: 

" Now nnkt kwI rcmale, rich and poof} 
Who wi^b to keep your aiandinyaiira, 
That you imlvittinii mny secure, 
' Coma forward and pay up your Uthlng I* 
A trnth tbfU U, and nottiint; lew, 
<M%II you do, or mny poaewi 
In llocka, and hcrda, and their Increue, 
With pigs nnd poultry, ducks and fecaei 
A tenth Indeed of alt your toil, 
Likcwiflc IhA produce of your vm\. 
And ir you've any wine, or oil, 
'Come fbrmidand pay up your titUng!* 
" Choiujm .—Then if to prwper you deain, 
And wlsta to keep nui of tno Are, 
Nsy, iryou to be salnls aspire, 
* Gome fbiwaid and pay up your titMng !' " 

President Youi^ ia doubtless far the richest 
nan in the Territory,Bod though his wivps may 
not, as 8omo oihen are seen to do, work in the 
£el(], some portion of his harem hnve sought to 
do washing for United States soUiers rmssing 
tliroueh there, to obtain pin-niODeT; fpr Brother 
Brigham is supposed to be not so lavii^ of hard 
cash as ho is of the " blessings of Abraham." 
He ownn quite a number of saw-mills, as well as 
a wool-caruing machine, which he adTertiscs in 
the News. His various monopolies of wood and 
water in the kanyons must be very lucrative if 
not oppressive privileges. But he tells laaaclier 
Mormon: ** If you murmur against that elder, it 
will prove your damnation. " In a sermon deliv- 
ered December 5, 1853, he says; 

[f nn elder has irarrowcd from you, nnd you And he ii 

Zatng Id apostatiEC, then i/ou may tighten IIm tcxem upon 
Ua: but it iic. i» tvillins to prearh tlie gocpt'l, without 
purse or aerip, it it none of yaw frtwiacw viol ht djn 
with tfie manhy lie bas borrows from you. Tho doctrine 
of Brother Joseph U, that nol one rfollor jpu poutuUpour 
oicn; and if the Lord woan it to lue, let It bo ; and it U 
■one of your buaineM what He doca with It." 

A strict compliance with the ordinance of tith- 
ing is exacted, or the " village Hampdens"are 
excluded from ihe church; and a rcHmouB ex- 
communication in Utah is more terrible Ouui any- 
thing of the sort can be elsewhere— subjecting the 
party to all sorts of petty perseeutio'ns. An out- 
law growled at by the priests, ia barked at by all 
of lesser di^^e. 

In the last report-of the CDmmi'ssioner of the 
Oeneirnl Land Office, after stating that Salt Lake 
City ia far greater in extent than it iaantitled to 
be under the town site act of 1844. thn^ommis- 
aioncr says: * 

" 1 1 is Ainlier staled that tbepuUiedonilalon in Uiecity, 
and out of tbe lliniu thereof, BOUlcd^T Harmons, is being 
, convoyed by the memben of tlie cGiuch of Latter Day 
Sainu, ill cmirideraiion of their good will townrd< the 
ehurelt}loBri|tum 1foung,lruitccoi' the name, he requiring 
tbein to deftod the property thua conveyed, apiuA any 
one." 

The Commissioner very properly says: 

*■ This proeeediDg In the Territory la liKompMlble Wttb 
oar Bystdn. aad iiitttiini tbs proprimy of cnngwasionil in- 
Mrpoaftion.^) 

Thus it will be seen that, notwithstanding the 
taxes which, with the tithings, are said to amount 
io all to thirty-six per cent, annually, of all the 
earnings of the people, the apostles, nigh prieaU, 
and patriarcha, are not content with their income. 
They have therefore had a revelation, command- 
ing all the Saints to consecrate all their property 
to the church. Those who comply remain tenants 
at will — subject to tbe caprice and any hew reve- 
lation of tbe rulersof the church. It would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of a people doomed to a more 
abject submission than the forty thousand Mor- 
innns in Utah. " Congreasionat interposition" 
ia demanded. 

I propose' now to give a alatement of some of 
the appropriations wnich have been made for the 
beneat of Utah, from 1851 to August 18, 1656: 

Tot »&lanea ol goveniora, Judgee, •eeraiaries, 

fcc ...Tr. |(T3,100 W 

Corapcnsatton, mileage, and contlageut ei- 

peiirtCB of Legialativu AMembly 155,168 37 

y&A, refunding tr> Territory of utak sspsnsss 

in !>upprei«inc Indian boniliiisa 90,940 65 

18S5. tncidenui IndlaaMrvice flO/XW 00 

iau,peniteBliiiry ' I^iWO 00 

tJudertiesyelx^stiiiiiafbraaaiiai^^^aM.'* iO,OSO 00 

htitldinga, and twenty 1/,^^ ^^"j^/Iar^ o, ''"^'i > 



haa not been expended, and part expended ia un- 
derstood to be unaccounted fur. Large appropria- 
tions are still asked for che Territory. The cost 
of the tmnsportation of the mad in Utah is 
(14,753 04, while the whole amount of poatiige 
collected is but $3,064 74. Notwithstanaine the 
United States have refunded the |dU,94Q 65 for 
suppressing Indian^hoatilitiea, yet the United 
States officers there at the time affirm that there 
was no Indian war whatever. 

Two townships of land have been voted by 
Congress to establiah a university; but the uni- 
versity exiai^ only in name. Money was asked 
for; and when land was given inaiead, it turned 
Qiitajnk«,forallthe land there worUi having can 
be had on the squatter-stealing principle. Instead 
of a^ch a driblet aa two townships, they aeize the 
whole Territory. Even the act for ftd,(>00, at first 
passed by the Utah Legislature in beb|U' of the 
University, haa been repealed. . 
■ We have memorials from Utah begging for 
money to pay for the provisional government of 
1849, for a geodetic survey, for completion of the | 
capitol, for a weekly mail, a railroad, miUtary 
road, magnetic lelcgrap]), &c.; but it seems to 
me, when ao much haa already been appropri- 
ated, and when such liberal sums are asked for — 
'* so many folds of favor"->that ingratitude and 
disloyalty furnish aorry leqniial for our liberal- 
ity. 

Oovernor Young's memory touching money 
matters is hardly as accurate as prophets should 
be. In his report to the President, June 30, 1856, 
he says: 

thfg connection , It may not be amiss fbr ma to nste, 
tliai nearly two years have elapsed since Congrese oppro- 
priau-d over forty thouaand dollara, for tbe express purpose 
oTmaliias treaties, &c., with the Indinnsof Utah ; that their 
landd have been iravcracd by Govemmmtmrve>io|i parties 
now almoat a year, and ctill not one dollar of that appro- 
priation baa vet been rznonded within tliis so perln tendency, 
and, for nugnt I know, {.> Ftili {oat iu the colTeRi at VVaabinx- 
tnn. Is th» Just? Usa it any precedent In um;c townrd 
tribaa In any other Stale or Territory — more cvpoctally 
when the rclstlvo cooduet^Aeirities, and advantages of the 
varions tribe* are taken Inn account I" 

Upon this statement, the Secretary of the 
Interior, in a foot note, put tbe followuig extin- 
guisher: 

"Governor Yoong la mlffffkcn in'tltfaf the records ofthe 
Indian Office ibowthat drafts to the tunount of 927,074 80, 
droiCTi bi/ hivutlf and agenti, llnrst and Armstrong, have 
been pafd out of this appropriaiion, for Indian purposes In 
Utah." 

It will be seen in the Territorial Lawe, page 133, 
that besides jurisdiction relative to the estates of 
dee^ased persons, that — 

" Ssc. 30. Tha several probata eonrts in the reaper tiro 
ooDDtkM have power tn ezerdse nrioinal Jartadletion, both 
civil and criminal, and ai well In chancery as at oommon 
nw, when not proliibited by legislative enactment," fce. 

This would seem to beapretty extensive juris- 
diction for a court comparatively ranking with 
the common justice courts of the States; but, 
although thry are to have crimiiial^n well aa 
chancery and common law jurisdiction, th'crc is 
another act which relieves the court from a throng 
of puzzliiw embarrassments, tt ia to be found 
on page 9Klof Territorial Laws, and proudlv ele- 
vates the courts of Utah high over ine hcaaa of 
all other courts, and the Temtorial Legislature 
above all other Isw-making tribunals, aa fol- 
lows; 

" Hbc. 1. Be it enaeUi by the Gcrermor ami LttiilaHM 
jluemUif of Ike Territani of Utah, That all ((Uiistions of 
law, the nictmltif of writings other Iboo laws, and tlie ad- 
niiMibiltty of testimony, tholl ^ decided by the eourt ; and 
iw (sM, nor parti of iar$, am Ae reorf, argited, ciled, or 
adavtti,tM ONjr rmttt, imrtufL aiy trial, ettpt thoit etutcled 
by Ue wventor md Ltttatallte aflkU Ttrrit^, 

nnd thoaa pawed by the Congress of the LTnlted States 
when applicable; and no r»or(, rfei-uli>n,oritoinff o/oMy 
court Aatt bt read, arguad, cutd, or adopts, a» preeetient iit 

Here is a studied attempt to cultivate legal ig' 
norance, or, if not that, to ignore all the world 
save the le^l Solons of Utah. The Solon of to- 
day ia, beaidea, to have no respect for the Solon 
of yesterday ! The policy of bringing up prece- 
dents wouldinstitute comparisons, and" compar- 
isons ore odious;" therefore they are interdicted 
by the Governor and LcgislaCUrc of Utah. 

There are many other Uiwa of the Territory 
which invite comment quite as much as those al- 
ready cited. For inatnnce, there ia a law which 
allows them to remit taxes to any (hvorites thoy 
ehoose; to tax any- person they may think ia 



about to move from the country; to take into cus- 
tody the property of any person en r-omplaint of 
anybody that he is about to remove, and is in* 
debted to some person; to tike " all property left 
by any deceased or abstionded person, when there 
ia no legal claimant known, or sufficiently near to 
see to it in season,"for the benefit of tbe perpet- 
ual emigrating flind. All these laws,as vonledt 
are liabTe to very great abuse, and would not be 
harmed by considerable pni 

AFHICAK SLAVXaT. 

According to the^iheory of Mormoniam, Divine 
revelation has made no progress; and neither 
Christianity nor Mormonism, as they say, de- 
nounces habits or practices which were permitted 
unto Abraham orSolomon. In adiscourse deliv- 
ered August 3, 1856, by President J. M. Grant, 
published in the deaexet Jfews, I find auch idea* 
as the following! 

« When you read of the gifts that wsre bestowed apoa 

and rirculatett amung thn people of God, you certaialy 
would nnt wish others to iiu[^x>se thai mere reading about 
them pats you In |>o88csslon of the same btessiiMs. 

'* Brethren and listers, wc understand tbe dimsrence be- 
tween (R/'oTflac and readingot enjoyment— >>et ween IMorv 
of^feoBt ond the /emf ilielf; ali^o, between tbe history or 
thn^w of Odd and the law itself." 

Bondage and polygamy are therefore Bible doc- 
trines, and no revelation can be true that is incon- 
sistent with any portion thereof. Vices or crimes 
recorded in the Bible— as, for instance, the incest 
of drunken Lot and his daughters, the murder of 
the Egyptian by Mtwes, or the seduction of the 
wife of Uriah by David-^wonld appeartofurAish 
precedehu of as much authority with Mormons 
as virtues, or as the example of Joseph, or of 
the good Samaritan. 

Negro slavery already exists, to^ limited ex- 
tent, in Utah. Perhaps there are not more than 
one hundred negro aUivcs now in the Territory. 
The law under which they are held ia as followa* 
(TerritorialLawaofUta}i,p.l6].ohap.tT,sec9:) 

"Thai any person brintfngaaarvantoraervaats, and Ma, 
her, or tbeir eliildrcn from any pan of the United Siawa.or 
oilier country, and nhall ploeo In ibc office of the prohais 
coon tlie cenideoie of any court of record under seal, prop- 
rrlyauantd tliai he, or they, are eiMltied bwiullyio 
the service of such servant oraervant", nnd hi', her, or their 
chlldrea, the probauJastleesbaH record the aaias, and Itia 
ma<ner or mliinw, or his, her. or their heirs, shall be coti- 
tlcil tn the M'rvleiM of the mid servant or aervaoO, a!ile«« 
firfeited as liereioafter provided, If ft ■'ball nppearthainieh 
servant or •crfonis came into ibo Territory of tbsir own 
free will and ehtiieo.'* 

This patriarchal institution, when upheld by 
real Mormon patriarchs, assumes a new shape. 
It calls things by a softer name, and instead of 
■lam, we h^ve Veervanu." So reluctant, too, 
ore Mormon maatera to punish tbeir aervaiiis, that 
it appears to linvc been neeeaaary to make it their 
imperative duty bylaw to "eorrectond paniah'* 
their aervanta. Thus, in the laws as aforesaid, 
page ICI, sec. 6i 

" It shall bo tlia daQrofthenium- taeorreetsndpaBlA 
bis servant In n reaannaMe nMnser when it GHLy b^ neces- 
sary, being guided by prudmee aad banaeity," fce. 

The Mormons are making some rffbrt to estab- 
lish the culture of cotton, sugar, and rice, in soma 
parts of the Territory, and should they be auc- 
cesaful in this undertaking, it might tend to in- 
crease the black-servant population; but the hel- 
ert^neoua ehaiaeter of the emigration, coming 
from anywhere almost but the United States, with 
opinions, it may be supposed, hostile to any sys- 
tem of servitude, and the occasional years of 
famine, yearsofdrouthand thegraashoppisr, when 
the people have been driven to the coarsest means 
of subsistence — living upon pumpkins in some 
instances — has operated, and may oontinne to op- 
erate, against the increase of chia clasa of their 
population. 

IKOlUr SLAVBRT. 

But thrro is onother type of slavery to which 
I will call the special attention of gentlemen who 
are going to ask the unanimous reprehension ot 
Congress oguinst the Cooly traffic. Nnt less than 
four hundred Indians, children or adults, are to- 
day held in bondage in Utah under the pi-ctcnse 
of apprenticeship. It will be observed that this 
is the same sort of "whipping tbe devil round 
the stump" that ia practiced in the Conly trado. 
They ore purchased of Indiana, who steal from 
neignfooring tribea, for sums anywhere ft-om 
twenty to forty dollara each, utterly Algardleaa 
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of tjiemeonsof c^ptun-orabduction. Xhistmffio 
Widi Indiaos iB4ii«ctly eQAouraoad hf the Mor- 
i«oni,.aiMl anderoolor of l«w. Any minors- may 
IW' bound to ■prvteer(T>dAT«rritorial Laws, p. 
l^)aoilU)Bintadethe(lut)rof ihe selectmen and 
Ui»court» to IHiHloat to MrviceaU the idle, tba 
TH^ttOti or the vjoiouft minors. Of course all Id- 
diAoa are ea^ly ranked in soma oneoc all of then 
«IasaeB. They hare aJao a, law for the transfer 
of servants; and whore there ia ft. will, of 'courae 
diflicultieB Tonisb. ^ut lest all this should not 
be held to accomplish the object, they have a 
later-law in words admitting of .;io doubt or double 
iMtnin|;i and ourioaaly enough the title of this 
Mfriv-printtctf ** Airaet ft>F the aLKns erf Indian 
■IwMftaiutpriionarBi" On-pnge ITSoTtha Ter- 
ritorial Laws will be found, as fMlowa: 

J— iri|i of- tk* TenUory of Uttk, Tbst whraeTH mj 
wbitepeTMtn witbin any orfaaized eouqtr.oTlbw Teiritoiy, 
•bsll tvive Bay Indian piiioiier, child ot wotDOU In bwpos- 
SMclOD, whetAnr by purcbaae or otherwise, such person 
AbII Imotedlately go, together with such Iniilan prisoner, 
ollild- or woman, belbre selectmen or probate Judge "t the 
coujity. It, In the opinion of tbe v^ecuncn or probate 
lodge, the person having i>u;h Indian prisoner, child or 
woman, Is a sellable person, and properly qualified to rajse, 
or retain end educate said Indian prisonrr,cbild<ar wo^pi. 
It shall be hia or their duty to bind out the same by fnden- 
nve, fbr tire tsna of. opt exoaedinii twesigr yeara, u, Die 
dUcreiioD or the Judge or selecmien." 

" Sec. B. TftR selectmen, in tbsii reapecttve counties, 
are-hweby amborized to obtain such Indian prisoners, 
oMIdm or warn an, ud Und tluna to eone uaarvl avoea- 

Thua it appear* that **-tMf Indian pritoneis 
<dlild'Or woman," that' may happen to be in poe- 
■■aaion.of " any white person,'' whether bypur- 
efaasAi qr in any other way, in reJteeid. by being 
bound to •erviUide for tweotyyean; and llia-only 
aonaolBtion fiyrtha Indian ia-Uwt then ia nothing 
ia-tbe- set to pment a renewal of thia kind or 
*^n>K^' at tlM MqNiation of the flrat period of 
aarvice, for twenty years more. 

However cruelly we ii|ay bare-txeated Uie In- 
diana- in other reapeou, either by eaoroaehmenta 
upon- their hunting-grounda, with or without 
tMttliet, or by harrassing wars, no party and no 
^vernment m. thia country Has for ages sanc- 
tioned the idea of reducing the red man of the 
forest to alavery. However bitter may be the 
ultimate fiite of the American Indian — and as a 
4iaiinctraceit is rapidly approaching extinction — 
tl)ia.iaadreg-pia£ad in the bottom of the cup by 
Utah alone, a Territory over which the United 
States i< sometimes repreaentcd ta have the right 
of.aevereigoiy and. eminent domaio. 

Now, air, gecitlemea may nuke ^ir resolu- 
tiona andenuocialory as they pflwtpuchtngthe 
Oooly trade— thev cnn -hardly be too strong for 
nw-^Qut I hope tney will not week on and lower 
tbeir. emphaaa, when they approach the Mormon 
fjxaib trade, in Indian *'priaonars,^ehildmi and 
women. " Let the race of King Philip, Ooeola, 
vid. Focabantaa, which hw. chaaed toe aun al- 
noatliali round the earth, in order to eateh a fVw 
more golden momentM, not be subjected to iron 
fettcniin iheinexpiring momants-! Lettheflereaet 
warrior of them all, a>' hiai ebbing pulse brings 
bimjiaarertotbe landof the/*^re8t.Spirit,"etiIl 
down: 

"lam-m fteMenamaa Kntwadsmaa, 

Ereibe,baBe lawsof aer^iiudab^ao, 
Wben wild ia moods the noble ■avstp JM." 

There Is oneto|Hewhioh hasaxdted aomecon- 
■ideration, whenever Utah has been diaouseed, 
nod scams to acquire ereater gravity in each auc- 
cessiT^ year. Stealthily at Itrst, but nowopenly, 
the practiee of polygamy has become a deep- 
rooted and notorious institution of the Mormons; 
Under the Constitution of the United States, they 
are fostered and protected, and have aasigned to 
^m « Territory larger than many of the king- 
d/oma of Europe. Under the guise of religion, 
this people has established', ana seek to maintain 
ani} peipetuate, a Mohammedan barbarism re vollr 
ing to the civilized world. It is poiygamy in its 
most di^:usting form, including in iu slimy folds 
■iaters, mothers, and dauehters; and in orwr that 
DO element of eruolty.and loathsomeness -may be 
wanting, it includes facility of dirotte. 

The petition for a bill of divorce is.to be. made 
to the pnobate court; aod *■ if the court is satis- 
flsd thaiiiw perMui so ^pl)rta(.i4ft nsidem of 



the Territory, orunt&e* to become one," the court 
nny decree a divorce, in addition to the usual 
cBosea, for absence *' without reasonable oaoas fbr 
more than one year," or ** when itriiall made 
to appear to the satisfaction and conviction of the 
court, that the parties cannot live in peace and 
union, together, and that their welfare requires a 
separation." (Vide Territorial Laws, pp. 163, 
IBS.) There are no legal bars here which may 
not oe leaped over even if the male Mormons 
were the "cripples" they have been alanderoutly 
represented. It is not enough to moke woman 
no longer air eqtial and man Uie tyrant; it is not 
enough to tear the endearing passion of lovs' 
from the, heart,aad- install in its plaoe the ntge-af 
jealousy; it is-not enough to uaurp the ootsplete- 
aqvcrei«ity over, woman, and' deffrade faer tootha' 
IstoI or a mere animal;, but the Momons, when-: 
their a{MMUbes become. snud, through the intsr- 
vention ^Pkvorxrf their high-priests, ors'enabled 
to.indnlge their caprice in uie luxury and latitude 
of changie and vaiiel^. As.well might reli^on> 
be invoked to.proiset csMiibaliatt or infanticide. 
And vet we are to be told, because our Constitu- 
tion.aeclares that " Congress shall make no law- 
respecting an. establishinent of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the fcae-eXBreise thereof^" that we raust: 
tamely aulnut to any buriesque, outiage, or in- 
decency which artful men.msyBMk to hideundsr- 
the name of religion! But it is impossible tO' 
twist the Constitution. into the set yi ce of polyg- 
amy by any fair oonstniBtion. The- Aillest laU« 
tude of. tolflTBtioni in the «xeteiae4if religion could 
not be understood to license crimes punishaUe at 
common law; snd^ if Congresais.prohibited from 
making an estsiiUshed rehgion, a Territory must 
be equally prohibited, for a Territory is the crea- 
ture of Congress, and Congress cannot- authorize 
a.Terrilbry to authorizeanincorpomled company 
of priests to do what it may not do, itself. The 
practice under our Constitution has been, and is 
specially provided for in the oraanic act of Utah , 
that tanitorial laws a(e annuUed and void the 
moment they are ditsfiprevel-of by Congress. We 
cannot shirk Uie resp<msibility Inr creating a ter- 
ritorial government to do that whidi the Consti- 
tution inhibits to ourselves. If the laws of Utah 
are in our judgmAt such asyare "not fit to be 
made," it is our duty to annul them; and if they 
create an establishment of religion, then it is 
clearly an open and palpable violation of the 
ConstitutiQn,and nottoosdcced logo nntoudied. 
On this aubjeot there never could wve.been any 
difficulty had the " Book of Mormon" oontndled 
the agpetities. of the luaty Josaph Smitbi Jr.( 
and his folloiren. That oook was emphadc 
agmnst Uii« "abomination** as any "Oentile** 
could desire. To show the poasibiltty of the 
degenemoy of even Mormonism, I wUi make a 
litefal extraot from "The EotAi of Mormon," 
printed a^^auvoo, Illinois, A. D. 1840; 

" And nowl inskeanend,orspeaUn(uateirQB«oaestn- 
ing this pride ; and were It not that I mot iptak milo you 
eomeentng a gronor e}rime,Taf bean would lejdtce exceed- 
ingtr beoosse of-jros. But ihs wonl^ir Oed bardeM me 
bflCMna of your g r o e aw ctiwea. GorbabaM^Uuwtaiiktbe 
Lprd, tUi itofi' hfla U loax In iMifMUy; (Mywidcrita«d 
it^tktterntvx't»;foTtht9tt^totaamethtmtavaintt>m- 

ctnKtTM»s UimU, aad. So<*iaMM*«Mt. BslieU, DavMssd 

Solomon truly had many wives snd coneabines, wUeA lUss 
vxa obomMoUe htfart me- saith tba Lord ; wh«retbre,thui 
salth the Lord, I nave led ibla people forth out of tb« lasit 
ofjeruaalcm, by the power of mine arm, tbat I might raise 
Up untome ariglneoiu branch from the fhtiiof the lobu of 
Josapti. Wherefbre, I the I^d Qoi.wUl not w^tT tKat tU* 
ytopleikail Ao Wtowilo IhcrrKfoU. IVhcreforci my breib- 
ren, hear me, and hearlMp tottaew(»d of the Lotd: for 
tkert dkaUnot on^mdH Mfongyou hont.iave U bcoiwu^e,- 
and eonetMnet kt thall hate nap« : For 1 the Lord God de- 
IMiteth in the chaaiiiy of women ; and niiorcdonu are an 
aSominatlon to me : Thusaaith the Loid of JiOEta. Wlierc- 
fora this people aball keep my commandments, saitli the 
Lord Of boata, or cursed be itw tasd for IMr-aakes. fttr 



If I wiU, saith the Laid of iXMta, niaa up Med vnio IM, I 
will command my people ; otherwise, toev shall haarkeo 
unto these thins;, for behold, t, the Lord, ha^e seen the 



sorrow, and heard the mosmii»g of the-dangbtefsof isy 
people In the -land of JemialeiB ; yoa, and In all the lands 
of my prnplr, fturfmu rif fin uirttSnnt qui ntof^—ff-r- ■/ 
tktir kutlamU. And f will not suffer, soilh the Lord of 
hmti. thni the rrlcs of the Ihlr dauchters of iliis people, 
which I have led out onbe land of J«niMlem« shall come 
up uutA isiB, afiisst thftsiep of my peepte, asitb iba Lord 
ofhuaUiJbr.theyBballnoi laad sway captive ttaa^aujrtHM, 
of my people, because of their iendempsa,iavei uiail visit 
Lbemwitb a sore curse even nnio dcnruciion; /or theu 
tImU mtteammitipkrniomt, tik»mmmm*f»U, taUk-tkm 
J«nd VAWte.'MPsfff. UM. 



All this would seem to be suffieiemlf ti^>. 
and it is to be remembered that, acewdui! 
their own theory, Mormonism doei soim^ 
nw revelations to conunmt die oM. fr^ 
" Mormon," of January 31, 1857— to 
P. Pratt, one of the twelve apo8ilea,cciiLnbt^.tJ 
in a short account of the faith of th« Uttva, 
it is stated: " 

" Wc believe in Ihe Bible, the Book of Mcnn Mi 
living and continued revelation ; M w olw MtttWa 
nvmrectlaUon wUl conlrodict Ue oU." 

But yeus after the Mormons hod bra ^ 
pected and ooeused of polygamy, anil Miiir^ 
fully known not wronefuPy.theymettlK-t!, 
witn a pDsitiw and plump denial bypglui^ 
t he following ordinance : 

"All legs] contmcu of msniuR iNdettAntMu 
bapttred bito tbla cfaarcH, aboeld be held t^atui' 
UNsd. IneasNiok oa this OhkA orCMilHb^; 
p waehsd wiitLtba erisMtef AwaiestiMasi lobiwa 
dsclw tbst w» bfUaive ibatMM BOa Aoiiil hiRM u 
aad one woman out one biirikaDd,cicepiiBc«tifte 
when either is to. liberty to marry sgaln." 

Out of their own mouths let tbcni \it. 
demned ! Tried by their own code, tlu Lc-; ' 
hosts must** visit them wilhasoiecanina 
unto destruction." 

Notwithstanding the prevaricalionicoUfcj;- 
and individually, K>r no Mormon adiniu,i;' 
away from " the landof Z[on,"tliathtlii:3! 
than one wife, it is now declared opcnkih:.! 
plurality doctrine, " the blessing of Atn - 
Isaac, and Jacob," was revealed to J(wpb& >, 
Jr., "the prophet, seer, and teller," X a 
ISlH day of July, A. D. 1843. It nsin:.i 
ooncealod , though Joseph hiui, it it novRjin^ 
not less than fbrty wives, many of whom 
quently became the helpmates of broditr i-^ 
liamforsupplying"tabemacleB"lodioie"k4 
spirits that nave oeen waiting for tbouu^i 
years, and which He (the Lora) denped ucu 
come forth through these my. faithful leni^' 
I call attention to a discourse by Elder 
Pratt, August 29, 1852, and the fink 1 bMe! ;:. 
which avows the tktctrine. From ihiilitti 
single extract more, as fpnows: 

"[think there Is only about oaa Ulk «r At isAh 
of the flobe that bellevii bi tbsaoewife^»Bii>r-y 
nKtrfimis.believe In the doetrinebft pianbir^i-^ 
Thij linrshnd li bnwlml ilnsn frnis liwi Imish b 
ara BOt M|sp mrrswsnd eeatneted la *u sa^ 
some oftbeHuona of Eorops and Anictiea,iib>t»(U 
away with the promises, and deprivM UxmKittij'j 
blesainga of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." 

In order that it mar be seen' bow polyiisj 
now attempted to Is nedced iaandbuint^i 
law in the vecy eita4el-m dw chnrdi, I vi.En 
the chief sections of the aet incnip(>iiuv:u 
church tnm Territorial Ijaws of Uiu,p.3i 

"Sec. 1. AttM^bui flMnlJMnl^^s 

SUU ofDatrel. Tbv all thai portion of die iabhan 
•aid Bnie wMeb now axe, or hereafter unrbHiE'^ 
deiKa thenin, and which are known nt SsatfJ^r't 
' Tbe Cburcb of Jesns Christ of Lauet-Dif Scty r 
banby. isawpo nw d, coeatiutted, sMda, aai 4mm > 
body, corporate, with perpetual succeaHen, udu£t< 
■inal name and style oT'The Cburcb of JMsT-f 
Latter-Oay Saints,' «• now organicedrwltk M t""^ 
autberitFtoaos aad bemd, defeod and kedrf<BM.;i 
coutUAf laworeiialiylntliiaSlBUt loestaHakw" 
regulate wor>hl[); and bold aod occitpvrolucp*«* 
estate; and bsve aad use a aeal, wbla ibqinijU'i 
pMasnre-" 

" aao. a. tt/MWovMHsd, noMwMrt 

hQl4a ibaxmsstiuitianal and oriitnal ri|fei|ia 
all civil and relMous conimvnitiet, 'lo wonbifCvi 
cording to the Alctatea of conscience ;' w ^^^e^t^^ - 
SMuriaa ssrseab t y l« tbe prinefptea of tnith, ud i: 
ntsft snma^ oonpUiUs with ibe mtMos'''' 
Uhrist, (br Uis security and fkUl ea}arBents(iI^ 
and privileges embodied in tbe lelifiM) of Jeracnins v 

to all ; it ij alao declared, that sola churcl) dno. «t 
poaaesa aad eajor oostiBuaUf, tbe pom ssd u(t«<i^ ' 
and of ilsWf, to orjgiaate, snfeB, paaa, aslMuM^^^ 
regulations, ordinancea, laws, cutoai*i ud * 
Ibe good order, safety, government, conwiieDcw.'-o' 
and control of said oilUKb, and for tbe paaiskanio'' 
glTOnasoraUonnsea relative to fellowsbi?-*"^^ 
church coveDSitta; that tbe pwanitof bHM>a<ar<*^ 
mant of lifc,U every eapertty of public ivwims 
dimertfe AoMtosM, t om p orat aspMuiM, or i^anl"'''^ 
upon M«e«% Mt1«ga%fcfMMlj«K' . iVn<f 
SMT, Ttiat eacfa and every aoi, or practice, 
or adopwd, for law or cuawos, ahall relaie ■o"*'*':'' 
aaeraowMs, oerasaoaloa, cn aa o cr aiioea, endsv*^'. 
Ings, morrfogst, fellowdiip, or tbe retigioiH daun i 
tahisHaker; inasmnch artbe doctriae*,|>nn«('^^ 
ticea, or performances, support virtue, and ikW ^ 
rality^ and an bm iecoosMUat wiib, or np^ W ** 
CouaiiluiioD of tbe United States, or ofduiSiX''^'^ 
fbunded in the revelations ofthe Lord." 

<'Sac.8. 4«d io U /Hrtierardonui'j'nsi""^ 
sksB kesftMevei/lMf Husrtssil iii Itart^'"^ 
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trrof BuitaiM, Ufthi,iiidfcatbafftM for Um ia*p*cUon 

orall membtn, aud tor tbelr benefit. 

"Skc.6. .AiiAeUfiwtUrardaiM^ Tbu the preddency 
of liid cbnreb ihall m\ til vacancies of the uaMani mu- 
leea neccmry to be Btled, nntil supmeded by tbe oonrer- 
tace of Mid churcb." 

On these provisioiw hoi^ all the law and 
prophets of polygsmy, aod will haDg until we 
laleiiere. As all these territorial enaetroents are 
subject to revision by Congress, unless we exer- 
cise the power reserved to us, while they remoin* 
ojl the Rtauites of Utah we are poriteqM cntninu. 
They h&ve our t&cU epprovaU lor they are to re- 
main laws only so loDg as vrt do not disapprove 
of them. There is no latent ambi^ity in the 
phraseology of " temporal expansion or spiritual 
increase; because it is provided, that "every 
act or practice so established (by the incorporatea 
churcli) or adopted, for taw or custom," which 
Klat«a to mmrrtve$t " may not be legally ques- 
tioned." The General Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Utah has incorporated a church, over 
which one man presides with an insolent and all- 
Kraaping power, with authority to establish the 
practice of polygamy, and lUJ it UgtMy quathned 
therefor. Nov, I submit that we not only have 
the power, but it is eminently proper that we ex- 
ercise it by disapproving of and annulling this act. 

It is |o be noled that the Mormon faith, as ex- 
pounded by Bei^ham Young, is, that God and 
Adam are one and the same person. He savs: 
** When our father Adam came into the garden 
of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, 
and brought Eve, one qf kii tnvw, with him." 
Also, that '* Jesus, our elder brother, was be- 
^ttea in the flesh by the same character that was 
in the garden of Ekien, and who is our fhther in 
heaven.** They also assert (vide Sermon of 
Grant, August 7, 1853) that Jesus Christ was a 
polygamist — the sisters of Lazarus being his 
wives — and that it was for this cause he'suffered 
persecution. This will help toexplainthe phrase- 
ology of the church charter. 

From all these statutes, from all the teachings 
•et forth in tbe Mormon tabernacle, from all the 
evidences within our reach, it is clear that an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy exists in Utah, with a 
plenitude of power greater than that which can 
lo-day be exercised by the Pope of Rome. Its 

?:asp is more merciless and far more selfish than 
iuB IX. would dare attempt over the miseitable 
Jazsaroni uf Italy. Whatever of similitude may 
exist in many respects, it would be libelous upon 
Catholicism to charge that Catholics claim the 

frerogatives for their church which are claimed 
y the Ijatler Day Saints for the Mormon church. 
Commencing with tithings, not to be evaded by 
the poorest day-laborer; continued by a monop- 
oly of land, wood, and water privileges; swelled 
in its current by the waifh, eatmys, and escheats 
incident and eontrtred as to the rights of prop- 
erty; the whole wealth of the Territory, present 
and future, threatening to bo finally and wholly 
absorbed by the church and its dignitaries; and 
ending in the foul abomination o(flpiritual wifery. 

This hierarchy is clearly repugnant to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which guaranties 
to every State a republican form of government. 
The republican form of government in Utah is a 
dead letter, existing only, pro forma, and only so 
much of^the tattered remains are exhibited as will 
secure the laisesses of the National Government; 
while the reartoMjUcgoTernment is that of tbe 
Mormon priesthood. The oUigatioas of the Con- 
stitution cannetbeheldtn abeyance or postponed, 
nor have the people of Utah the right to evade 
them. A repubhcan form of government in sub- 
stance, and not the shadow, is required at the 
hands of the United Slates at all hazards. How 
«an this be complied with, if we suffer our Ter- 
ritories while in a state of pupilage, to so edu- 
cate the people, mold their habits, fix their affec- 
, vxoTvs and their antipathies — to so control the rights 
> ofpersonsand property,aatomske a republican 
' form of govemmeot niiprofitable* sinfol} hated, 
^ «3\4 impossible? 

^ All human experience ptxt^g thBt it is in vaip 
to undertake to relate tti^JZ rieva of God and 

Wemity by human /qr'*i"ti) A// attempts 
^ are resolved into pemcu.X ^ 4 there no 

■ . Y' 



blood of wiser saints. In this regtird, it makes 
no diflerence whether Joseph Smith, Jr., was 
an imposter, a vulgar, liddiing tavern-keeper or 
not, his followers Delieve, or affect to believe, 
that he was a prophet of God — the brother of 
Moses and Christ — with equal power to work 
mirades, to raise the dead, and heal the side, 
grant foigtveness of sins, to interpret and pro- 
nounce new divine revelations, and that Brignam 
Young, as the successor of Smith, is also a 
prophet, and a " lion of the Lord." This may 
DC lamentable, but it cannot be cured by law. 
Faith is intangible. But when the works of such 
a religion, in its overt acts, exhibit the groaseat 
immorality and debauchery, and covertly asserts 
civil and criminal jurisdiction over all its mem- 
bers, it is questionable wf^ther legislators should 
remai n neutral , or whether ther * ' livery of heaven ' ' 
should screen men from criminal eouttb because 
they have the impudence to give their nimes tbe 
privileges of a aacred name. Could a man, 
charged with burglary or rape, find -privilege and 
excuse before my of our courts on a plea that it 
was an act done in accordance with tne religion 
of the prophet Mercury, or the prophet Priapur, 
and that our Constitution permits Uie /ree ezcrciK 
of religion ? And, if individuals could not thus 
shelter their villainy, where is there a chance for 
Territories to creep in for similar grace i 

The test which Brigham Young requires as the 
sole dispenser of the *' blessings of Abraham," 
is subserviency to the priesthood, as will be seen 
in one of his published discourses of February 
27, 1853: 

" The eldeni of [«rmel freqnenUy esll upon me^' Bmther 
Br1gliam,a wordinptirate.lf youpleiM.' ' Blew me.tblB 
i* tin Bucrai 10 lae. I know what you wont t il la to get a 
wile !' ' Yea, brother BriebDm, if you are willing.' 

I tetl you beru, now, la ihc presence of tbe AUidgUy 
Ood, U Is not the prjvilMe of any tlder to hpve even ont 
vift before he tuu honortiXAt yrUiluod, befbre he baa ma; - 
ni/M bla eoUMf. IfyouoUoift one it ii Dym«re pcrfnurion. 
IB «co wtdt you will do, hov) you will act. whether you will 
coniurt yoimelf in righleovtneu In that Aoly Cflafe. 

y Many applicationa wlU^nqueMlonably be made to me 
for wivea, and, pertiapa, 1y men, too,'who will steal^ or 
trc«i>awupon me, ibeir nel^^bon, kill their stock, do wick- 
edly In various wnys. Nothing would damn atcK men 
■ooner than to |[lpe them thl« prlvlleffc. I tell you the troth, 
if TOO are a flrst-raie good nan, and nenor your priMibood, 
it IS your privilege." 

This power, held in tbe bands of one man, and 
that man Brigham Young, is one which may be 
wielded with tremendous effect. When Judge 
Brandenbury was upon the point of leaving the 
Territory, in order, if possible, to change his pur- 
pose, Brigham Young went and urged him to re- 
main, teUing him that " he would even black his 
boots, and that he might have as many wives as 
he chose, if he would only stay." If such a 
license is granted in one case aa a bribe, doubt- 
less it is in others. If the license is a powerful 
temptation to some men, when granted, the re- 
fVisu of it is a not less fearfhl vengeance to others. 

*' snaiTirAi. wivas*' aSBCLLioni. 
That the women in Utah would escape ftom 
their tpiserable fate, if it were in their power, is 
shown by the escape of the fourteen traitors to 
polygamy who flea with Colonel Steptoe, and 
also Dy reported cases where women nave pre- 
ferred — " a dinner of herbs rather than the stalled 
ox " — to seek the protection andnndifided affec- 
tion of the Indian rather than to nmain in Mor- 
mon seraglios. 

One plan of ridding theTerritoryof polygamy — 
and the idea derives son^g|>ungency from having 
been suggested by one himself a Mormon — is to 
make some regulation by those who have 

more wives than one, uall be compelled to live 
vnitr the same roqf with them ! 

The remarks by President J. M. Grant, Sun- 
day, September 21, 1856, as reported in the Des- 
eret News, shows that eren now the women re- 
quire ui^nt counsels. For example: 

" I aay thai there arc men and women that I would ad- 
viee to go to tlie President immediately, and aak him to 
appoint a eomroiueo 10 nttepd to their ease ; asd then let a. 
place be selected, and let that committee abed their Mood. 
" We have tboae auongM ua who are full of all manner 
: ofabominations— those wbo need to have their blood alied ;* 
fbr water will not do— their tins are of too deep a dye. 
I <■ And we tasvc women here who like anything but the 
celettial lawofGod; and if they could break oaunder the 
\ cable of the Churcb of Christ, there bacarcely a motberln 
, laraci but wonkd do it this day. And ttiey talk It » thefr 
I buabanda, to tbeir daugbtera, lutd to their nelriibnrf, and 
InjUnybafsiiotasaB awssk^ hsBpioeas ifniie thsy bs- 



cama acquaiBMl with that law, or shies their hubsadt 
took a second wih. Tbey waattobfaaknptiieCbarcber 
God, oad to break It Cmta ibalr biubanda aad AmiQ' coa- 
neetions. 

We have been trTlag leaf ewHWh wMi thh people ; 
and I go for letiinK tbe sword of tbe Almighty sa un- 
sheathed, not only In word, but In deed. 

" I go in fbr tettinr tbe wrath of tbe Almisliir bnm im 
tbe droaa and the filth ; and If the people will not gtoilly 
tbe Lord by nectUyf ag tbemselves, let the wiaib of tbe 
AJmigtity God bum againat tbem, and the wrath of Joeepli 
andof Brigliam and of Heber and of high heaven." * 
From tl7e discourse ofPresidentYoung,toput 
down the embryo rebellion among the women* 
on the afternoon of tbe Slst of September, 1S56» 
I moke a single extract: 

I ^ah my own women to nndenrtand Ibat what I am 
gotng to say Is fbr ibem, aa well si othera ; and I warn tboee 
wh6 are hen to tell tbelr listerv— yea, all tbe women nf 
ibia coromnainr, and Iben write it back to tbe Btatea, and 
do what yoD pleaae wilb It. I am goiaff to 0ve you from 
thia time to the 6U1 day oCOctobcr oexttbr reflection, that 
you may determlno n-heth«r you wiah to stay with your 
fraabandi or not ; and then I am going to aet every woman 
at liberty, and a::^ to tbem 1 'Now go your way, my women, 
witb tbe reat— go your way.' And my wivea have got to 
do on« of two thing*— either round np their ahouldera an 



I and 

endure the aOlctionuf this world and live their religlati, 
or they may loave t will not have tbsm abbut me. I 

scratching and 
WbatlSrat 



wUl go Into heaven alone, rather than have a 
fURing arqwid me. I will aet all at liberty. 
wUbtoo? Tee, t will liberate yon all." 

These extracts fully show that the Utah hie- 
rarchy ■erionslyclaiins Jurisdiction — whether ex- 
ercised in fiict or not — over tbeir memben* so for 
even aa to take life itself. The sad-toned rebel- 
lion of the women had reached the cars of the 
Presidents; and hence two of them on the same 
dby appeared— 

" Fieroc as tea ftariea and lerriUo aa bell"- 
to "deal damn^on" upon all they judged to be 
the foes of " celestial marriage" and especially 
to intimidate the now helpless and degraded 
women, all of whose hopes of happiness have 
pKrished, and all of whom, loud in tbeir com- 
plaints, were exerting an influence fhud to polyg- 
amy. 

Whether these bloody threats ever have been 
or ever will be put in execution is not for me to 
say; but they certainly do not tend to allay tbe 
suspicions widely entertained, aa I am informed, 
by gentlemen who, having been United States 
omcers of the territorial government, have lended 
there, (Major Holman and Judge Brandenbury.) 
They suppose that there is a secret society ex- 
isting there called ~Z>antlM, SKanp^,or D^trogitig 
iSfigtts; and, though sometimes falsely claimed to 
be a masonic society, with some variations, that 
its real mission is to fulfill the dark and unwritten 
prophecies of the hcade of the Mormon church. 
There is a mystery hanging over this subject that 
it would be well for all **good Mormons" to have 
cleared up. 

Whatever provocation the Mormons may have 
had, it would not justify the murder of Governor 
Boggs by Porter Rockwell, then and now a 
Damte, who was arrested and broke jail; and is 
now in good standing, it is said, in the Mormon 
church. The murder of Secretary Babbitt, for 
no known reason save that he vfaa Suspected of 
being an insincere Mormon, has been attributed 
to the same hand. The murder of Ounnerson's 
party — charged upon the Indians — is quite oAen 
placed tothe account of the "Destroying Angels " 
as-theaidersand abettors. The murderof Jacob 
Lance — the man chained with rape — though pre- 
tended to have been killed by a woman, was slain, 
as is believed by many, by a Danite, or "a 
'oman with a great peard under her muffler," as 
Sir Hugh Evans would say. The horse of ons 
of Colonel Steptoe's men came backfrom ashort 
tcip out of the city, with no rider in the saddle. 
The loss was never satiafactorily explained. Mr. 
Hartley, a lawyer from Oregon, dwelt awhile in 
Utah; but going out one day with Bill Hickman, 
a Danite, has not been heard of since. Many 
California emigrants have disappeared on the Uun 
route, and the " deep damnation" of their takin|f 
off lua been cbatged to the account of the Indians. 
All these charges may be slanderoua Ntorifs; but 
if they are, ihcy are lies with many circuniatnnces 
tending to arouse susploiQn. It is almost incred* 
ible to Buppoae the doings of the Thugs can find 
a parallel in the history of any portion of Amer- 
io^; but these Mormon prophets nnd apostles, 
if they do not mean anything, (end they claim 
for themselves and all rerelolioo a litard itwarpre- 
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tation,) ^ould be more wary aboat Ulking of 
anshealhine: the ncord, fixiog the piece, Mid the 
■bedding of bloodin vord and deed. 

WHAT II TO DOKX ! 

I bare no denre to make partr capital by 
naluDe anj i«rae* tonching Utah, it is a lubject 
vequinnr the deltbente attention of ilatesmen. 1 
only aspire to pntaent some facts, in the most 
aatbentic form within my reach, calculated to 
draw attention to the subject. It is quite within 
the power of geiitlemen to throw the question 
into the pool of partisan politics by giving " aid 
and comfort" to the wildest theories to which any 
religioua imposture everpive birth. The Pres- 
ident and Rulers of the Monnpn Church have 
already sought shelter in the bosom of the Dsm- 
occatic party by their proclamation of the 14th 
Aagiwt, A. D. 1B56. Thejr find fault with the 
Repabhean party for incloding their " sacred in- 
•titutioo" in the phrase of " the twin relics of 
bartMuism." They also dedare: 

« The DemnertticCoDveiitioD in Cincinnati, which nom- 
lasted Jnme* Uucliuian for Pratident, puMd tlie foUowing 
molailoo: A , „ 

<• Rttolv*d, That Conip^i Iwa rn^wcr luidn- the Cnn- 
■tltstion to iaierfcre wiiti or eonirol the domenic iiMKU- 
tloM of tlio MTcnl tfute*, sod Ui«t all ancb ttaua ai^e 
aote nnd pn«er Judgea of ereiythlog oppenainin| to Oieir 
own aflUn not prahlUtad br Uw Conatltutlon." 

«TUa k the prtociplo of ibe Democratic party, wblch 
tber bare extended to Temloriea ai well aa Buiea, and the 
doGtrines of lorereiciitjr apply to ua tn tbe deaeit aa well 
ss to the aettlera In Kauaaa or Nebraaka. 

" The OeiBoeruic p«itT U the inatnimeni, in Ood'a h)ind, 
bjr wUcb la to be effected our recognition aa a sorerelgn 
CHUe, with the domeatic iuatitutlon of idarery and polya- 
■r,aaaaUiUiabed by tbe pstriareba and renewed to tbe 
•ainta of tausr daya, ihnsfh Ood^ cboaen releia and 
propbma." 

There is, I hope, room to doubt whether the 
Democratic party will allow itself to be tiaed for 
any such purpose. Their political necessities must 
be great, when thay accept of such coadjutors 
npon the conditions Indicated. 

It may be very properly asked, supposing it 
shoold be diiown that a state of things exists in 
Utah wbi<^ all would admit to be wrong, what 
ore you going to do about it i The subject is not 
without Its difficulties, but they are not altogether 
insurmountable. For one, I should greatly prefer 
that the people of Utah would, upon a calm re> 
consideration of their own affairs, remove by their 
own action all just matters of complaint. iBut, if 
they choose to refuse, or Delect so to do, we have 
only to say by our silence and non-action that we 
wm acquiesce, or to constitutionally express our 
disapproval. 

1. We may '* disapprove" of all the laws of the 
Territory that we please, and thereby annul them, 
and for such reasons as may appear proper. 

3. We may circumscribe the boundaries of the 
- Territory, andgive the tohabitaaU much narrower 
limits. 

3. If the second proposition be adopted, we 
may then abandon them, and leave them to fight 
out their own independence and salvation, spirit- 
ually Biul temporally, in their own good time. 

4. We may cut up the Territoryfand annex it 
to the various adjoining Territories. 

5. We may organize a territorial government 
on the old plan of a Council, coasislii^ of a Go v- 
ernor and judges— not Mormpns;aiid witbamil- 
itary force sumcieut to maintain it.. 

I have thus given in txtenio enough of the stat- 
utes of Utah, their doctrines and ordinances, to 
show their leading characteristics, and that they 
are dangerous ana should be annulled; and I can- 
not but nope enough of earnest men will ere long 
be fbond in Congresa ready to devise some action 
— not of persecution — whereby our common 
country may be rescued ftora the great reproach 
of m Iwrbanc age. 

THE TABIFF. 

SPEECH OF HOnI V. B. HOETON, 
or OHIO, 

llfTBE HOVSB or RarRCIEMTATIVBi, 
FOnury 14 and 16, 1857. 
The Bouse beiog la Uw Conmiuee of the Whole oa the 
■ists of tbe Union, and haring under contlderaUan tbe bill 
timd ace the duty on Impona, and for oUter [Wfpoa ea 
Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, said: 
Mr. CaaoiMjur: To addrtM liM Hmwe at the 



end of a week's session, and at this hour of the 
day, when all are ftitigucd, is not an easy task. 
The debate has been a protracted <tne> The sub- 
ject is one of great moment; and, though these 
facts do not lighten the task, I am impelled to ask 
the attention of the committee to such views as I 
may present. I do not intend to go over so much 
: ground as some gentlemen have done who have 
preceded me in tnis discussion. The gentleman 
nromVitginia {Mr. Smith] has discussed the ele- 
mentary principles which enter into the consider- 
ation of the subject, not only of the tariff, but of 
the Oovemment itself. I have not the time, had 
I the inclination, to follow that gentleman in all 
that be has said relative to the protective system. 
It is not nseessary to my purpose. 

Nor, Mr. Chairman.shall 1 undertake to roam 
over the field which th'gentleman from Virginia, 
who spolulast, [Mr. Gaekxtt,] occupied. Some 
things sM by him I shall mention in passing. 
He told OS that we are about to inwigurate an 
Administration of the General Government whose 
mission it would be to doveloj^and carry into 
operation the great principles of free trade. The 

f:reat Democratic party is in the ascendant, and 
ree trade is to be one of the boons which it is to 
bestow upon the country. So says the gentleman 
from Virginia. Jn 1846j when the present tariff 
was est»Iished, there was a Democratic Admin- 
istration of the Government, withalai]^ majority 
in this House. Why were not the pnneiples « 
free trade inaugurated then? 

When President Pierce came into power, bis 
party hitd an overwhelming majority in this House 
and in the country. Why were not tbe princi- 
ples of free trade adopted then ? Did not tne first 
report of the present Secretaryof the Treasury in- 
form us that the revenue was too laige; that more 
money was accumulated than the Government 
required ? ' Did not Mr. Outhrte urge npon Con- 
gress the duty of reducing the revenue, and pre- 
venting a large Burplufc in the Treasury? Yea, 
Mr. Chairman, the finanu reports of the Tre^ 
ury Department, for a mnnber of yearaj have 
warned Congress of (he necessity of reducing the 
incomeoftheGovemment. Tbedanger of waste- 
ful expenditures has been urged again and again; 
and, sir, why has not the party id power done 
what it has so lon^ been promising to do ? Tbe 
past has been fbll of promises — the professions of 
the past are tnit repeated in tbe promises of the 

f resent. Tbe eloquent gentleman from Vir^ia 
Mr. Gabnbtt] has assumed a very {H-ecarious 
position. He Claims to assure us tliat the incom- 
ing Administration will inaugurate the prineiples 
oftVee trade. Let him look to bis laurels; for I 
fear he will prove himself to be nei^er a prophet 
nor the son of a prophet. The Democracy has 
not done in the past, and will not do in the future, 
what the jmntleman predicts with so much con- 
fidence. Why? Because the inauguration of free 
trade, as the policy of the country, carries along 
with it the support of Government by direct tax- 
ation. Is the country prepared for that? 1 think 
not. We shall continue to pay the expenses of 
Government by a tariff on imports — no statesman, 
no practical legislator, can, in view of the inler- 
esu and requirements of the country, do other- 
wise than what they have done in tiie pastr-lay 
a tariff for revenue, with incidental protection. 
Let politicians and theorists preach as much as 
they please, no man who assumes to be a states- 
man can sustain bim^glf in any other position. 

Well, tjicn, Mr. CArman, 1 propose to come 
down from the hie^position of the elder gentle- 
man from ViiginSflMr. SmrB,] and fi-om the 
still higher flt^t of thffyounger gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Gakhett,] to the safe level of 
every-day common sense — to practical legislation 
•—to a carefbl examination of the real, practical 
interests of our whole country, and to a prudent 
adaptation' of measures to the welfare of the 
people. 

Mr. Carman, tbe Secretary of the Treasury, 
who comes from your State, is, I believe, a strict 
.Democrat, and has never done anything to call 
his orthodoxy in question with hia [wrty. Yet 
he takes the ground that 1 do, practically, and 
his party friends have to turn their backs upon 
him, and disavow all his doctrines, before they 
can inaugurate the principles of free trade. In 
Ida first report, ia December* 18S3| he <told tke 



country that that was the whole theory and the 
whole practice that any sound legislation, from 
any pnrty, could carry out in this country witd 
■access. I am quite sure that tba people will pot 
down any other theory or practice. What din he 
tell you ? He told you that you must reduce the 
revenue to the wants of an economical adminis- 
tration of tbe Government, and that in that r«iluc- 
tion yoomtwttalneantaprQtoetihegicatiiileresti 
of the conntry. 

The sro^l of a tariff bill, which he presented 
in 1853, if I remember aruht, had Tery neariy 
the same charact e ristics as the bill of the majority 
of tbe Committee of Ways and Means now tmder 
consideration. It recom mended tbe extenaioD of 
the flw list, and the fwoteetioa of those articles 
which, while tbey enter into geBendcamoBiptitH], , 
are necessary to the strengUt and independenca 
of the country. The bill of the Secretary vaa 
considered a judicious one. It afforded revenoe 
sofflcicnt for an ecmomieal administration oFUw 
Government, and for the payment of the public 
debt, and avoided uoneeessary burdens upon tbe 
business of the country. 

In 1854, and sgain in i855,Mr. Ghitbrier«peaiFd 
his views; and in his last report on the finan<^, 
the same ground ia gtme over again. Cot^reai, 
however, nas not seen fit thtia &r to ■4^P^ ^ 
su^stions of tbe Seeratary, or to mature asy 
plan of Its own which should bring the reveaoe 
down to the wants of tbe Government. Looking 
back for a few years to the legislation of Con- 
gress, we cannot fail to see that we have dose 
Uiat which we ouriit not to bare done, and left 
undone that which we (mght to have done. 

The Secretary of the l^easury haa been more 
diligent in tbe discharge of his datiea. To allay 
the alarm in the money market, and to ease tke 
business of the country from the preaaore upon 
it which die aeeumnlaUon of the ntrplos rerenue 
would prodtiee , he redeemed a large amoont of the 
public debt, long before it was due; paying to the 
creditors of the public, for tbe privuege of do:i^ 
so, from 1853 to 1BS6, in |»era»iina, |4,fi09,^ 
T^e whole amount of pnblie debt redeemed, from 
March, 1653 to Nov. 15tb,1856, was 940,913,4;;. 
A large portion of this immenM sum was paid 
years in advance of maturi^r The coin was thai 
retomed to the channels or circulation, and greai 
injdry to business avoided. Still (briber to rcltm 
the country from the evils likely to grow oat of 
the public howdiag of coin, tbe Secniary de- 
posited at the Mint asvend milliona of dollsirs. le 
enable it to pay at once, in coin, for bullion de- 
posited, which could not circulate as money uittA 
coined. The course pursued by the Secretary m:- 
titles him to the thanlu of all well-wiafaers to the 
real interests of tbe eonotry . Had GonereBs bwa 
e<]^ua]ly mindAil of the public weliare, the montj 
might have remained in the pockets of the peoue. 
We have, however, permitted the hoarding pro- 
cess to go on, in spite of the care of the Secreurr, 
and in spite of expenditures which in eoaif in- 
■lances savor o%exliangapee. A lai^ surplne 
haa aeeuranlatea; it is atill aecamnlatii^, and 
ought to be diminished. Every inlereet of tivt 
country requires that diis houtliiig by- the Gov- 
ernment oeaae. The Govemment will not be 
administered economically wiih an overflowoif 
Treasury. The evils of extravaeancewrill cxire^ 
tberasetvesinto every branch of tne public aerrke. 
With extravagance comes a host of avila. We 
cannot absolve ourselves from the datr of oc^r 
position witboutperfectinga lew which shall learr 
in the pockets or the peome all money not neces- 
sary for the wnnta of QorenimeBt, pnctio^ 
economy. 

One of the difficulties which lie in our vray a 
remodeling a revenue bill arises^iom devotioa t:^ 
different theories of pohtical economy. J ihink 
this difficulty may be lessened, if not entiieiy 
avoided, if we forget theory ao far aa we can, aixi 
loojc steadily at ue interests of tbe country as 
situated at fmesent. Onr duties are practical da- 
tieS; the interests we are called upon to took aAer 
are practical interests; let us have practical arl 
sound judgment, and the resuUs of our action a tli 
be practically beneficial. 

Tbe balance in the Trenmryon tba 30th of Jew. 

1856, was 119,901^ 

Estimated balance, June 30, 18S7 . . . 29,346,^* 
fistioMlMl bahace, June S0» 1808 . . . 43,996,«W 
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The public d«bt on November 15, 1S56, wb8 
430,963,m, redeeihable in 1865 and 1868. So 
uat in lean than seventaen monthB we could pny 
off ourpubliti debt, and have in the Treaflurr some 
lea aiiuioa/i of dollan. Could thia be raaeemed 
vitbin the aeTcnteen .coming: mootha there woald 
be less jjanger than ia now apprehended from 
earpiuB revenue. It ia not prooable, however, 
that the payment in advance will be accepted, at a 
practicable premium , by the public creditora ; and , 
unlesa we paea at this aeaaion some meaaure of 
relief, the Urge amount of money named ab.0Te 
vilt be locked up' in the Treasnry, and withdrawn 
from the channels of circulation. 

Well, Mr. Ohairrnan, ia there any buaineaa 
mail — any one who koowa what ia going on in 
the eountcy^, who beliera that |[43,000,Q|}0 can 
be alwtni^ed flrom the buaineM of the eoantry 
.without producing paralyaia ? Any man who dis- 
regards -this state of facts shows that he either 
does not know what he is about, or else he is in- 
sensible to the welfare of (he country. No wise 
man — no sound statesman — no man who ia equal 
to the duly of a legislator for this great country 
can disregard this alarming fact. 

The finance report estimates that there are 
$250,000,000, in coin, in the country. Thia is 
the ioatrunientality by which the immense (^usi- 
BesB of the country is transacted. Of thistunount 
160,000,000 are in the banks, aod constitute the 
baaisofacirculation of banknotesof|200 ,000,000. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, we. can see at a glance 
tiiat the accumulation in the Treasury of from 
140,000,000 to»SO,000^ will produce a draught 
upon the banks for coin. The banks most, as a 
matter of course, fortify themselves, and coin 
will be in demand. The public hoarding will be 
followed by private hoar^ng — and what will be 
the general result? A run upon the banks, gen- 
eral distrust, and the evils ever attendant upon 
such a condition of affairs will ensue. I will not 
pursue this train of thought. A hint to the wise 
should be siiffieicnt. 

The vote upon the bill now before the commit- 
tee should be taken with special reference to the 
alarming facia which I have hinted at. We should 
keep these ftcts steadily in view; and I cannot 
but think that any member who votes upon a 
mere theory, disregarding the facta which press 
upon us, is not fully aware of the respoosibuilies 
of a representative of the people. 

But now shall we reduce this revenue? The 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Edstk] said, the 
other day, (hat we could find means of spending 
this money in carrying out legitimate plans for 
the public good. A friend over the way says we 
mi^lit pay our debts, tlie French spoliation bill, 
and K great many other obligations resting upon 
us. There is no question that we owe many debts 
which we ought to pay; but wo cannot get mem- 
bers of Congress to vote in one direction enough 
todeplete the public Treasurv. If we can devise 
any honest and judicious mooe to get this money 
out of the Trcasury,thesooner weaoitthe better. 
All we candonow»howOTer,is to adjust this rev- 
enue as well aa we can, and as soon as we can. 
But how are we to accomplish this purpose? 
How- are we to reduce the revenue to the point 
of. safety and economy? One gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Lbtcbbh] says wfl must make a 
general proporiional reduction. Will that reduce 
the revenue? I have no doubt the gentleman thinks 
it will ; but has he given us any reason why it will? 
1 think it will not. If we reduce the duty five 
per cent, upon cottons, I do not think that will 
decrease the revenue on that article. If the dutv 
i> reduced five per cent, on woolens, I do not think 
that will at all reduce the revenue from thai source. 

The gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
BoTce,] the other day, said that Mr. Walker, the 
former Secretary of the Treasury, had ascertained 
\hav sl certain percentage was the natural revenue 
•tandard. How can there be a natural revenue 
standard? Importations change with the change 
TAen^a feeltQCS, wilii the „ft-offe of men 'b in- 



nly so in 1^57? A^difit M' f^fying Bt^^ffj, 
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imagination about these things, it will not do to 
pass a revenue law, under the idea that you can 
reduce the revenue by a simple reduction of the 
rate of tariff upon all the schedules. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Macs] would 
have a horizontal tariff, one which would place 
all imports under a tariff of fifteen per cent. I do 
not believe that any of ua can cypher out; with 
any degree of probability, the result of that 
schftme. I see no way of reducing t]ie tariff that 
is practical, from any of these schemes, coming 
from tlie quarter I have mentioned. The gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Botcb] recom- 
mended that wo put in tea and coffee at a certain 
percentage, and then make an equitable tariff. 
That would increase the revenue, so far as I 
know. At anv rate you have no reason to believe 
Uiat it will reduce the revenue down to the neces- 
sary point of an economical admimstration of this 
Government. 

I see, then, no way but substantially to follow 
out the recommendation of the Secretair of the 
Treasurv — that ic, to enlarge the free hst, and 
reduce tne revenue in a way that you will feel it 
least in the particular instances. Make that free 
list as large as it will be aafe to make it, and in 
doing so, consider all the intcreats of the country. 
1 would subject, by this course, no great inters 
to injury. I would put on the free uat those arti- 
cles which we want in this country, and which 
we do not produce ourselves. I would put on the 
free list no article, the effect of which would be to 
injure any ^at interest of the country. 

And here I must express my disavowalf my 
entire unbelief, and my total dissent from the 
doctrine which has ^een frequently uttered upon 
this floor, that a tariff for incidental protection is 
epeciallj or principally for the benefit of the man- 
ufacturing intercBla, They are fb'derive benefit, 
it is true, but I beliefre that such protection as 
may be derived from a r|venue tariff is for the 
benefit of all the great intetests of the country — 
of every one of themApf every producing class, 
and eapectally of that^reatest of all our interests, 
that of labor. 1 represent a western district; and 
I am aafUUya believer as any of those gentlemen 
who represent northern districts, in this policy 
of getting protection from '& revenue tariff. 1 
represent aUo an agricultural as well as a mineral 
district; and I am fully convinced>that the poliey 
now indicated is for the benefit of all the great 
interests of the country, and certainly for the 
benefit of the agricultural interealp 

Keeping in view, Mr. Chairman, that it ia our 
indispensable duty to reduce the revenue, I go, 
first, aa I stated before, for putting upon the free 
list all raw materiala used in our manufactures 
which we do not produce in our country, and 
which we render more valuable by expending 
upon them our skill and labor. I do this not only 
as it regards articles of domestic consumption , but 
such OB may enter into the export trade of the 
i;puntry. ' 

In ttiis reaped, I ahall support cordially the bill 
of the Committee of Waya and Means so far as 
ita free list ia concerned. I am in favor, also, of 
placing upon the free list all tropical fruita, and 
everything of the sort wliich wc consume, but do 
not produce, whetlier called luxuries or neceasa- 
ries. 

There are other articles which might be men- 
tioned which I should be willing to put upon the 
free list, which can be niBduccd among ua, but 
which, aa yet, are not toWyconaideraitle extent. 
Flax is one of these arttcles^^ ^£ood d%al of fiax 
is sown for the seed, and ii^iJThe instances the 
fiber is' prepared for pa^r-making; but, so far 
as I am informed, it is not produced to any extent 
for manufacture into fabrics. In 1856, we im- 

Sortcd into the country more than eleven million 
oUars value in linen fabrics. There seemsfa be 
no reason to doubt that we shottld manufacture 
for ourselves a considerable portion of the quan- 
tity we need under a free importation of the raw 
material; and it is supposea a demand for fiax 
would thus be created here whidi would induce 
ita growth on our own soil. 

Mr. Chairman, there are other articles which I 
might enumerate, but the time allotted me will 
not permit a more specific.dotoil. In the discus- 
aioii of the bill before the committee, a'good deal 
ha* been said in favor of taking the daty off from 



sugar, «md placingthat article upon the free list. 
The object ts unquestionably to reduce,the price 
to the consumer. Sugar is an article of general 
consumption, and is a necessary of life. Tbatit 
may be supplied at a cheap rate is of course de- 
sirable. I do not intend (o go into this question 
at large. It is not necessary thati should do so, 
for the Representatives of Louisiana are abund- 
antly able to take care of their interests. A few 
points I propose simply to suggest. Is itfor the 
interest of any of the States bordering upon the 
Ohio to interfere with, or injure in any way, tite 
market the^ now possess for their produbts— 
manufocturtng and agricultural — in the sugar dis- 
tricts? I con assure the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Cocrii,] who is so zealous on this subject, 
that every farm^ on the Ohio,on«tber side, and 
every lai^ge manuflicturing establishment, would 
feel any injurv to the sugar districts. 

But, Mr. Cnairmos, would the section of the 
country west of the mountains be supplied with 
sugar at a cheaper rate than it has been hitherto ? 
I think not. The sugar districts ouUide of the 
southwest of our own country, probably are de- 
veloping as rapidly as they would were we to take 
off the dAy on imported sugar. The «up[dy 
would be lessened by injuring the culture in our 
own country,and, of course, the price increased. 
The production of sugar 4n Louisiana has been 
encouraged by our policy. It appears to me that 
it would not be right for lu to lake any step which 
can be avoided, whose tendency would be inju- 
rious to the stigar-growing region. I do not think 
it politic, even if it were just. I n the very region, 
Indiana, whence these memorials for free sugar 
come, it is for their intenst to sustain tlw growth 
of sugar in Louisiaiia. The same may be said 
of Ohio. 

[Here Mr. Houitok interrupted; and, at bis 
suggestion, Mr. Horton gave way to a motion 
to luyonm.] 

MoKDAT, fefrrwory IS, 1857. 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio. When I addressed 
the committee on Saturday, I endeavored to im- 
press upon it the very strong belief which I have 
that it IS of immense importance to perfect aome 
measure during the present seasion which will 
reduce the revenue, in order to benefit all the busi- 
ness inlerestsofthecountry; toavoid forthefuture 
the great error we have committed for the last 
three or four years in accumulating a surplus in 
the Treasury, and thereby crippling Uie bnsineaa 
of the country; thereUy aiding ana abetting, so 
far as we could, the wasteful and unnecessary 
expenditures of thepublic money, as well as par- 
alyzing the enterprise of the country, by taking 
out of tho channels of circulation the iostruraent- 
olity by which business is earned on. 

1 tried to impress on the committee, Mr.Ghair- 
man, that the measure which had been suggested 
by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
BoTcfc] would not — so far as I can understand it 
— reduce the revenue, and that the reduction of 
the revenue was an indispensable necessity. I 
also su^eated to the committee that th$ bill of 
tlie minority of the Committee of Waya and 
Means — so far as X can see the matter— would 
not produce that result. I referred also to other 
measures which had been mentioned. Tou will 
recollect, Mr. Chairman, that the speeches which 
we have had on the tariff have been directed . with 
some few exceptions, to the defense of special in- 
terests. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
bill| was very fearful lest Vermont wool should 
be injured. My colleague [Mr. St amtoh] is veir 
anxious lest Ohio interests should be jeopardea. 
Others have done the same thing. ^And still they 
avoid the great questions: ** How will you reduce 
the revenue? How will tou defend and render 
safe the business interests of the whole country 
That question has been kept entirely oat of view 
in most of tho speeches, though not in all. It is 
right and proper that gentlemen should look well 
K> the interests of their constituents. Thin I pro- 
pose to do, and "not to leave the other undone." 

Mr. Chairman, the preaenl proposition of tho 
Committee of Ways and Means is to admit wool 
costing under fif^n cents and over fifty cents, 
duty free; and wool costing more than fifteen 
cents and less than fifty ouita, at a duty of thirty 
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percent, ad mforem. The theory, aa I understand 
lit is to admit that class of wool which does not 
interfere with our own production, and which 
enters largely into fabrics of wool which we coh- 
Bume in various forms, free, while we place a 
dutj of thirty per cent, upon the sorts of wool 
which we pivduce; thereby, it is thought, protect- 
ing the wool-erower when be needs it, ana favor- 
ine the manuMCturer when it can be done without 
injury to the grower of wool. If the bill, on the 
-final vote, contains the free Uit labatantially as 
at present, I shall vote for it with Uie duly upon 
wool M it is; but I shall do so with reluctance. 
I think the wool^rower will not realize the ben- 
efit which he expects. And I believe the honest 
importer, the regular merchant, il plac«datadia- 
advantage with the unscrupulous aealer. I think 
it not sound policy to leave open any door for 
fraud, which can well be shot. 

I have another view in regard to this matter, 
which I feel bound to present. It is my opinion 
that it is for the interest of the wool-grower, in 
our eountry, to admit wool dnty firee. I believe 
that to this complexion it will come at last. I am 
AiUy aware that this opinion is not general among 
my colleagues; but being thorou^nly^nvincea 
ofitscorreclness,! take the responubility of main- 
taining it. 

Mr. Chairmain, woolen goods are consumed in 
the United Slates to as great an extent as in any 
eountry, in proportion to peculation. Wool it- 
self, however, has to go through the proceas of 
manuiaeture before it enters into consumption. 
At tha present day, this monuiaciare is carried 
on in establiahmenta reqairio^ a heavy oatlay of 
capital in buildings and maehmery. The domes- 
tie manufaeture, or homespun, is carried on to 
only a very small extent in any part of the coun- 
try. The demand for wool in lai^ quantities 
must come through the manofheturera. So fiir 
as I can see the matter, therefore, the only way 
to give incidental protection to wool^owingis 
to afford it to manufacturing. The power and 
the inducement, on the part of manufacturers, to 
buy the raw material, it seems to me, are all that 
it is necessary or practicable to secure. 

The demand for vooleD febries in the conntry is 
general and permanent. If dkat demand is met in 
a considenlMe degree by our own manufacturers, 
a stable demand lor wool is the neceasary result. 
In mechanical skill, we can compete with any 
Dalkm. Some of the machinery, even in the 
woolen manufacture, invented by American skill, 
hAS been introduced into the best of European 
factories. B^low's carpet-loom, I have been 
told by competent judges, has reduced the cost 
of Brussels carpets twenty-five per cent. 

I see no difficulty in our supplying oar home 
demand for woolens if we give the manufhclurers 
the protection which we may reasonably do under j 
our system of imposts, and thereby insure to our i 
wool-growers a stable and extensive demand for \ 
their products. While we do this we also add j 
to the demand for all tana products, aad by the . 
extension of mannfitcturing' estaUishroents all j 
over the conntry, we diversify agricultural pro- ; 
ductions, and increase the value of land. To 
supply woolen fabrics, however, wg must use, 
to some extent, foreign wool. For some fabrics 
common and cheaper wool than we raise is neces- 
sary. For some nUirica we do not, at this time, 
raise a sufficient quantity of the finer wools; and 
for other fabrics a mixture is requisite of the spin- 
pii)g qualities of the American wool with the felt- 
ing qualities of some of the foreign wools. 1 have 
no pnclical knowledge of the qualities of wool 
myaelf; but all the inquiries I have been able to 
make from those who are conversant with the 
subject, result as I have stated — that to manu- 
facture for the conauniption of our own people, 
we must have foreign ^qol to mix with our own. 
Of course- my inquiries could only be made of 
dealers and manulhcluren as to the- qualities of 
wAol, and their testimony is to bs judged in con- 
necUon with the circumstances under which it is 
given. The history of wool end woolenain thiv 
country corroborates this testimony. faisr 
tory of the same subjeet in England is explained 
on the same ground ; and I think it a fair conclu- 
sion that the version given is true. All the tes- 
timony I can procure corresponds in this: that 
Aiqeneaq if^\ ^ remsr^atilfl for firmnesa, 



strength, and the qualities which go to make 
good ^rp; but that generally it is deficient in 
what is termed the felting quality, which is indts- 
pcneable in making the finer cloths. 

I have no question, Mr. Chairman, that with 
our vast territory, and our varied climate and soil, 
we can produce all desirable qualities of wool. 
At this time, such seems not to be the case. It 
will probably not be the case until wool-growing 
becomes more general, and until the demand for 
the various qauities of wool becomes a staUe 
and constant demand. That can only be a con- 
sequence of the wants of manufactures actually 
existing in the country. That end will be insured 
and hastened by the jralicy which I amadvocating. 
Mr. Chairman, I annex a table of duties on im- 
ported wool up to this time. Also a t^le showing 
the growth of wool in the eountry: 

Tariff iMmvubKfVtUi vootfnm 179. 

January. 1T89, to April, 1816 — fVe«. 

Auti), 1816, tn Majr, 1904—15 per cent, md valorem. 

Mty, iBM, to June, 1825 ■cwiing niider 10c. per lb., 15 
per cent, ad Bolorem. * 

Hay, IBM, to Jime, 1885— eoalng over lOe. per lb., 90 
per cent, ad valorem. 

June, 1895, to June, I B M coU s i seder lOc. pw lb., 15 
p«r cent, ml raiorm*. 

June, IB93, to Jane, ISaS— eoning over IOe.,per lb., 95 
per cent, ad Mlorm. 

June, INS, u Jans, I B B B eeilng under 10c. per lb., 15 
per ceat. ad wriomn. 

JiUM, leao, to Jons, 1838— coaUnf over lOe. per lb., 30 
par cenL ad talortm. 

June, IKS, to Jane, 1899— 4c. per lb. qieclflc, and 40 per 
cent. s« MdsreM. 

June, 109, n Joae, ie9^-4e. per lb. iveeUe, and 45 per 
cent- ad valarim. 

Jiia«,1830,tD JuBe,183GI— 4e.perlb.qieeUlc,aad50 per 
cent. «• M.'arcM. 

Jane, 189, to June, 1849— sorting nndpr 8c. per lb., tna. 

Jane, 183^ to Jane, 1843— easting over 8c. per lb., 4c. 
apecillc, end 40 per cent, ad •oIm-cm. 

Jtine/|S43, lo July, 1S46— costiag tu)der7c. per lb., 5 per 
eeab ocvoforMt. 

June, 1649, to Jidy, 1848-<'Oating over 7e. per lb., 3e. 
■peeifle, and 30 per eent. aivalaram, 

Jnly, ia46, to present ^ph— aU wool, 30 per cent at 

mel gmm M A^hM SMm. 

1840 , 35,e0S!,II4lhi.,VBlaedU§llJ45,BS9 

1850 .^16,339 '* X l»,1SAjm 

was •61,471,403 

.1853 147,481,061 

*Accofdln|i to Finance rrport. 
t Aecording to New Yoili deatsn. 

So far as I can judge, the smaller quantity is 
more nearly correct, a good deal^of paina having 
been taken to ascertain the facts by the dealers, 
and Secretary Guthrie onlv assuming in his re- 
port that tfaere^ad been the same proportional 
increase from 1850 to 1855, as there nod been 
from 1840 lo IdpO. 

This view is strenrthsned by the folkiwing 
statement from Mr. William H. Ladd, of Rich- 
mond, JelTerson county, Ohio.^ 

IfuMbtr ofihttp in Gkl», 

18.18. 3^090,708 1805. AJOIMa 

18S3. .....4,104,450 IBSB. 3,S13J83 

I8Stf. 4,845,169 

lUlnffthemaximtun— mrin 1854,4,845,189— at 9 !V Ibe.peT 
tiead, whirh in about Uie averaee, wr have.... 13^34,069 
Iniaj(l,3,513,6at,aL3Jtlb*.perbcad,welMVfl.. 9,663,631 

Bsing a decresseja two yean of. 3,961,413 

Arvlgii HOof tmpoiUd into Ike VaOei Stafm. 

1840 9,ai3,S19 Ibi., valued at 9819,830 

iSSU 184309,704 " IjGSlilOl 

1855 17;B0S,fill " " IjUOJm 

1638 U,737,39J " « 1,865,064 

Showing a decrease the use of foreign wool 
as well aiadoniibtic, m last two years. The 
report on'Finano^ jApwa a decrease in woolen 
manufactures in 7^4-55, and a Airther deoeaae 
ia supposed to exist in n55-56. * 

It will be seen from the table of duties that wool 
culture in the United States had no protection 
until 1816. The first improvements in wool cul- 
ture were made when wool was duty free. I think 
I may safely say that, during that time, we made 
more progress than we liavo made since, in pro- 
portion to our capital, population, and business 

^*M™'&NNETT. Was not the wsr of 1^3 
of great benefit to the wool-growera f 

]^r. NORTON, of Ohio. No doubt the war 
of 181^ benefited wool-growers. It benefited 
also the woolen manufacturers, and through them 
the wool-growers were benefited. From 1795 to 
181C we 4ad war fof two and a half years; but 



we were making progress lii the culture Ion; 
before the war. Since that time why have ve 
not made the same progress in the manufacture 
of wool that we have in other great siaplfts, such 
as cotton and iron ? I can see no reaaon, excrpt 
that the duty on wool has, to a certain ex:?nt, 
crippled the mannfiteturer, and reacted upon the 
grower. 

By reference to the foregoing statement of the 
growth of wool, itiq>peanatat,m 1640,35,000,000 
poundsvere produced; in 1850, 53,000,000. The 
secretary of the Treasury, in his report, haa esti- 
mated tbat,in 1855, there were 61 ,000,000 pounds 
produced; hut that estimate is based upon the 
supposition that the increase from 1850 to 18^ 
was at the same rate as from 1840 to 1850. He 
nowhere expresses any opinion as to the faci. 
So far as 1 can form an opinion, from the bf-H 
testimony within reach, about 47,000,000 pounds 
is the product of 1855. The gentleman from Vi>r- 
mont admits that the erowtn of wool has (alUn 
off in his region; and the statement of Mr. L^d 
of Ohio, famished by the gentleman from Maf- 
1 saehusetts, [Mr. De Witt,] shows a lar^ falliop 
! off in that State, This decrease has not betn 
I without a cause. What is the cause, unless it be 
I that the manufacturing interest has benn in acoo- 
ditioa far from prosperous ? It cannot be because 
I our people do not consume woolen goods, for we 
I have increased our importations of woolens from 
110,000,000 in 1846, to ^,000,000 in 1856. I 
can see no reason why wc should not supplyour 
own wants in this particular if we pursue a judi- 
cious policy. ' But gentlemen say that wool bears 
a gooa price atlhis time, and that all the clip of 
1856 has been in market at (hir prices. Tfau is 
true; but had there been 61,000^000 poands ia- 
stead of 47,000/)00, iriiat would have been tbe 
price? 

Some gentlemen express their doubts as to the 
falling OR in the growth of wool. Iftheciipbaa 
not dccresHed, what has become of it } The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury informs you that the man- 
ufacture of woolen fabrics has decreased. Tht 
importation of foreign wool has deereoaed, while 
that of woolens has lar^y increased. No wool 
is exported, and thero is said to bo only a small 
stock on hand. No other conclusioa appears 
planeible except that the wool crop is greatly di- 
minished. Uncertainty, irregulanly, fluctuatian 
in price, want of .confidence in manufacturers* 
ability to continue their operations, have produced 
their natural result. Add the fact, that stocks in 
woolen manofltoturing companies have ^ne down 
to a low prioa, antf there will be no doubt as tu 
the conclusion to which 1 have amved. 

Mr. Chairman, my colleague \Mr, Stantov] 
and others who have spoken upon this subjm, 
assume that there is antaeonism of interests b^ 
twsen the wool-grower ana the manufhctnrer. I 
occupy the contrary position — that is to sav, a 
mutualityofinterestsexistsbetweenthem. Woot 
cannot go into general consumption until it has 
leA thenands of botli grower and manufacturfr. 
They may be said to oe complements of each 
other; they are necessary to each other. Prom 
this point of view we may more easily come ut 
an understanding as to the true policy for ua to 
pursue. 

My colleague said in his speech that he wouM 
like to have a question answersd: How will the 
admission of wool, duty free, ettahle the maou- 
faetuVer to buy cheap, and the grower to sell h:i 
wool dear? When this question was propounded, 
my colleague assumed an atr which evide[it> 
meant '* Yo« esaitot anitoer." Just for the in- 
stant, Mr. Chairman, my collea^e forgot that k« 
was not practicing law before a jury. He did not 
realize, at the moment, that he was a le^slator 
acting for the important interests of a great coun- 
try, or he would not have stated his question ia 
the form he did. To admit wool duty free, or at 
a low duty, has not for its object to raise or to 
depress the price of Wool. The ehjeGl is simply 
that, for the portion of the raw material which is 
not purchased in the United States, the American 
manu&cturer should be able to go into the mar- 
kets oC the world upon a footing of equality -wiik 
other manufacturing nations, that he mar try 
American skill, American machinery, and Amer- 
ican inventive genius on equal terms. Entering 
thus into oomp«litiou,itis beUsved Ute Amecican 
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jnojiufacturer can AiraUh WW Own people with 
their woolen goods, and ultimateljrget a fair 
of the m<irketB of other counlrieH. It ia believed 
that by mixing forei^ wool with our own in the 
Abrica that nru required for home conaumption, 
the demand forAmercan wool will be increased, 
and the growth of it ^atly extended. The Amer- 
ican manufacturer aays to you tljat for stuff goods 
or goods that do not require a nap orfiDiah, Amer- 
ican wool is of the best description, and that for 
many purposes it is unrivaled ; that in all cloths 
it is DOit for warp, but that tor aonw purposes it 
lequirea other qnaUtiea wool to bs mixed with 
it. I beliere these atatements; and I have heard 
Botbine which makes a ease on the contrary, ex- 
cept it oe the dogmatic aaaertion of unbeliu. 

My- colleague cites the example of France to 
sustain what he terms the policy of protection, 
and asserts that the Freoch Government has, from 
the beginning, protected the wool-growers. Hs 
ikiled to tell us all that France had done. If I 
am correctly informed, the importation of woolen 
goods was prohibited, and for a time, at least, a 
bounty was paid on the exportation of woolena. 
Will tne example of Fiance help the gentleman's 
argument when fully nnderatood? 1 think not. 
I learn, too, unfortunately for my friend, that 
France has latterly changed her policy, and Is ad- 
mitting foreign wool at a nominal duty. So far 
as I can learn, all the other manufacturing coun- 
tries of Europe are occupyin|r ground similar to 
that we are favoring. Tbn is emphatically true 
of the Netherlands, Germany, and England. 

Mr. Chairman, if (far friends will examine this 
question thoroughly, they will see tluct (Vom the 
nature of the eaae, the proper way to benefit die 
wool-grover ia to do it through thoM who ex- 
pend their labor, skill, and capital upon the raw 
material. Wool being, as I hare before said, an 
article which must have capital, labor, and skill, 
expended upon it before it can go into consump- 
tion, protection to it must be mediate, and not 
imniediate. If you protect the wool^rower by a 
duty on imported wool, yoo must give a counter- 
balancing duly on the importation of woolens, 
so as not to dimbl^ the manufacturer, as you are 
now doing. Mjr colleague saya that ia right; and 
he will a^na with me in terying a doty on wool, 
and an increased duty on woolun. That wUl 
really be no better for the wool-grower, and will 
not reduce the revenue — a purpoaa which ii not 
to be loat sight of. 

1 wish, Mr. Chairman, to call the attention of 
the coiAmtttee to the experience of other nations 
on thi» subject. In Germany, they have free 
wool, and they have increased both the growth 
ond manufacture of (his article to a great extent. 
The best wool-growing districts of uie world, eo 
far as fine woolis concerned, are the free import- 
ing' districts of Gormany. I have already refer- 
red to the Netherlands, as well as to England. I 
desire to aflk the attention of the comraittea espe- 
cially to the history of this subject in England. 
A small duty had existed on the importauon of 
wool into England when, in 1819, a specific duty 
»f aix pence per pound was laid upon all foreign 
wool imported into the UiAted Kingdom. This 
duty was levied at the special instance of the 
landed interest, for the benefitof the wool-grower. 
The effect of this duty was discussed alt over Eng- 
land. The merchants who had exported jrast 
qimntities of British woolens to other countries. 
Went up to Parliament with their petitions, and 
aaid: *« You are destroying the export trade." 
The Engl iah manufiicturers stated that for some 
purpo^BkEngliah wool did not answer. They 
n>uat nVI some of the fine wools of Spain, and 
the finishing wools of Germany, in order to me£t 
the wanu of the markets they had supplied, and 
that the duty on imported wool placed them at a 
disadvantage in reference to their competitors — 
"te manufactures of the Jifetherlande and Ger- 
jnany, where there was no restriction upon wool. 
They said that the mercfaai)t« of the United States 
" Jfetherlands for 

was losing this 



■mportant market. ioe^S^^reaeDtnthna pro- 
^Mwd an effect. Parii^^ f^r^Jaaed the duly 
from six'pence to tbree C'i/iC pound Sep- 

tember 16; im ^ p^^Z oSb 



presented to Parliament for the relief of the wool- 
growers. In 1836, a fommittee of the House of 
Lords took testimony on this subject at great 
length. Wool^rowers, landholders, manufac- 
turers, and dealers from various parts of the king- 
dom, were examined under oath. The object of 
the memorialists was to have a protective duty 
laid upon imported wool. The testimony ia pul>- 
lished, and is to be found in the Library of Con- 
gress, At that time British wool was at a lower 
point than it had been for a long time; and the 
wool-growars alleged the cause to be the compe- 
tition of foreign wool. This view was urged by 
leading members of the House of Lords, whichi 
as is well known, is the representative of the 
landed interest of the kingdom. The Administra- 
tion, at the head of which, at the time, was Lord 
WeUi^ton, refused to introduce any change. 
In 16S9, the subject was brought forward agaiUt 
and utged by the Duke of Richmond and others. 
It was proposed that a tax of three pence per 

Eound be laid upon foreign wool imported, for the 
enefit of wool-growers. The question was taken 
May 26, lSS9 ; and the vote stood — for the motion 
35, against it 88; majority Qg[ainBt, 53. Thus it 
became evident that, in the opinion of Parliament, 
the landed interest were mistaken in their viewa, 
and that the wool-grower and manufhcturer should 
receive protsctioD through duties upon the man- 
ufactured article. The question is settled so far 
as England is concerned. 

What has been the practical result, as it regards 
thegrower and the manufacturer i The woolcrop 
of Great Britain, in 1800, according to Luccock on 
wool, was 92,544,000 'pounds; in 1828,aeeordit)g 
to Hubbard, llI.6a3,;^DAiids;in 1651, accord* 
ing to Sottthey, 375,000,000 pounds. 

My colleague, in bis speecli, called in question 
the correctness of the statement making two hun- 
dred and seventy-five miUion pounds the product 
of British wool. He qucn an article in the New 
York Tribune, whi<^ safb there are thirty-five 
millions of sheep iaHb United Kingdom, and 
assumes the average weight of the fleece to be four 
pounds, making one hundred and forty million 

rmnda of wool as the product of Great Britain, 
know not the authority on which my colleague 
assumes four pounds to De the average wdgbt of 
the British fleece. In 1800, it wumore than that; 
in 1838, it was over five potinm to the fieece. 
Soulhev',in his work on wool, published in 1851, 
in London; states it at five pounds as a safe esti- 
mate. He estimates fifteeii milttns of sheep as 
slaughtered for mutton, that number of fleeces 
passtne through the hands of f^ltmongeia to the 
manufacturer. He estimatas the annual clip at 
forty millions making in all fifty-five millions 
fieeces, at five pounds to the fleece, make up the 
quantity two hundred and seventy-five million 
pounds of British wool. The same writer slates, 
that in 1850, abontseventy-five million pounds of 
foreign wool were manulhctured in toe United 
Kingdom, making in alt three hundred and thirty- 
five million pounoEB of wool consumed iolt vear in 
themanufhiUuriesof GreatBtitain. MrcoUeagiu 
should reexamine his fiuts. Any genlleniBn who 
desires, can satisfy himself of the correctness of 
these statements, by re&rence to Bischoff on 
Wools, vol. 3, p. 374-5; Southey on Wools, p. 
16, 17. — ^Testimony of Lords Committee. 

I wish here, Mr. Chairman, to correct a mis- 
take which the Secretary of the Treasury has 
fallen into, and which coll^ue [Mr. Stan- 
tom] has noticed. Th^eureflly o^pie Treas- 
ury says that the price of ^l^went up in Eng' 



land the next year afteWhe fembvd of the duty, 
i; bnt in the y 



So far is true: 



e years 1837, 1638, and 
1839, the price of wool foU. It is accounted for 
on this ground: The discussion in thS'House of 
Lords, on the wool duly, alarmed the manufactu- 
rers, and deterred them from purchasing. The 

auestion being^ttled in 1839, and the policy of 
le Government rendered permanent, prices re- 
covered, and have continued firm and good ever 
since. 

Mr. Chairman, one inducement I have had in 
urging these views upon the committee and upon 
the country, is, that the importance of a stable 
policy may be realized. Let gentlemen exambe 
the reasons why the wool^rowing interests and 
the mannfkctanng iatereats shouM bind them- 
sdrea tofMlwr as parti of one whotot and than 



follow out the history of the growth and manu* 
facture of wool in England and other producing 
nations; and I foel sure they will concur in the 
wisdom of the policy which I sustain. 

There need be no fear that an undue share of 
foreign wool will be consumed, for the coat of 
importation averages twenty-flve per eeat. on 
cost, which ii of itself, a protection of the home 
article. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the first lessons a I^a- 
lator should learn is, that there is a mutuarity* 
of inlereats betwesn ag^olturs, oommeree, ana 
monufoetutcs. No nation can be great and in- 
dependent without the development of alt three. 
On this floor we should look with jealousy 
upon any policy that implies antagonismnetween 
them. 

There are other branches of the subject before 
the committee upon which I should like to express 
my views; bat, as my time ia exhausted, I most 
content myself by seeking another occasion. 

■ 

TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 

Thukidat, Febmary 36, 1857, 
Ob the bUl to expedite tiw cosnnictton of a Hae or Unas 
(rf MsjaeiieTslapiiili ftem the AUaatle States toSaa 
Fnadsco, la CalUbiiita. 

Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Offlee 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred, the bill 
(S. No.^) to expedite the construction of aline or 
bnes of magnetic tele^aph from the Alantie States 
to Sao Fancisco, in the State of California, have 
instructed me to report it back with an amend- 
ment, and more to lake it up for censideiatioa 
now. I move to postpone all prior orders for the 
purpose of taking it up. 

The PRESIDENT prv feiRpere. The Chair 
haan no objection to the motion. 

Mr. STUaRT. As I understand, no report 
can be taken up for considftration on the day it is 
made from the committee without the unammous 
consent of the Senate. . 

The PRESIDENT pn Umptrt. The Chair 
heard no ejection. 

Mr. STUART. I was addresung the Chur 
for the very purpose of objecting. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At th^ time - 
the Chair announced that he had heard no objec- 
tion, the Senator had not risen. 

Mr. STUART. 1 object to iu being considered 
to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pre tenmore. Then in tha 
opinion of the Chair it must lie over. 

Mr. WELLER. I think it is clearly compe- 
tent for a majority of the Senate to decide whether 
they wiH consider that bill or not. It is a bill 
introduced three days ago on my motion, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. They have reported it back; and I 
think under the rule of the Senate the very mo- 
ment it is reported back, it is under the control 
of the majonty of the Senate; and therefore the 
motion made by the Senator from Texas to poat- 
ponaall prior orders, with a view to proceed to 
the consideration of this bill, was stnctly in order, 
and ought to be put to the SentUe. I deny the 
authority of the Chair to preclude that motion 
from being made at this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tanpore. The Chair 
perhaps acted erroneously in suppositig it could 
iw excluded by on objection. The Chair will put 
the question to the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. I do not wish to get in a dis- 
cusKon on the priority of business, beeaose Uiat 
wotild consume the whole time; but we had an 
order here for the cenndeiation of territorial busi- 
ness. I have some territorial Inlls which have 
been reported from ' the Committee on Poblie 
Lands. They have bsen here two or three weeks. 
It is highly important that thev should be con- 
sidered. We have nothing but tne noming hour 
during which to dispose M'tbem. Afbtrs are so 
managed here that the tariff and State bills and 
others consume the whole day. I asked the Sen- 
ator from Virginia to yield the tariff bill, that I 
might move to take up the business to which I 
have alluded, in order that those bills mav pass, 
so that ths nape can be nude out to pat the land 
offices in the ^rritorie* in opsratloB. TUs biB 
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hu jaat been reported, and certtunly ahouM not 
hare priority. As I said, I do not wiih to hare 
any dispute. I gave way to the Committee on 
Territories in regard to their meaBares, and to the 
Senator from Texas also upon his bill; and now, 
when the business of a territorial character comes 
from the Committee on Public Lands, it is cot 
aBowed to ba taken up. 

Mr. JOHNSON. T>oeB the Senator call for 
the passage of sneh bills on the Calendar as are 
sol obje cted to > 

Mr. STUART. That is what 1 desire. 

Mr.JOimSON. I hope the 8eiMt« will allow 
thatcoufse to be pursued. Itconaumss rery little 
time. We can transact a great deal of important 
business if we adi^ the rule that aDythiiig that 
g^ves rise to debate shall go over. 

The PRESIDENT jm> tempore. The Chair 
will put the question on the motion of the Senator 
from Texas. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the quution will be 
put wiUiout discussing the priority of business. 
• The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Texas has reported back bill (S. No. 633) 
to expedite the construction of a line or lines of 
telegraph from the Atlantic States to San Fran- 
cisco, in the State of California, and he asks the 
Senate now to proceed to Uieeonsideratioa of tlie 
bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it understood that when 
tite hour of one o'clock arriTcs, it shall be laid 
aside In order to take up the special order? 

The PRESIDENT pro (es^ore. The unfinished 
business will come up at one o'clock. 

Mr. BAYARD. Yesterday I reported from 
the Committee on Public Boildinga a bill to ex- 
tend the public erauads adjoining the Capitol, it 
was taken up nr consideration and postponed 
until this morning. Can any other bill take its 
place for consideration now? • 

The PRESIDENT prv (esvore. It can by a 
Tote of the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the bill I hare reported be 
not pasaed at this session, the improvement of the 
.public grounds will be postponed for two years. 

The PRESIDENT pre lempore. That bill was 
postponed until to-day, and will take its place 
vith the general ordeia* and can come up only by 
a Tote of the Senate. The question ia on the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. WEILLER. I regard this as a very im- 
portant question;aiidI aakfor the yeas and naya 
on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. As I intend to vote against 
taking up this bill, I wish to stale to the Senate 
'my reasons for so doing. There is important 
business of a public character upon our Calendar, 
which, in viewof the tariff and appropriation bills, 
can only bo taken tip daring the morning hour. 
For the purposes of these connections wiu Cali- 
Ibtnia, we have passed several bills, passed Uiem 
in the morning nourj and passed them to the ex- 
clusion of other business. It seems to me that 
there should be, and must be, if the business 
of the Senate as it regards the country ia to be 
done, some reciprocity of action upon the subjects 
before us. Ken is a bill introduced within the 
lait few days, reported back this morning, the 
character of which is unknown, no facts con- 
nected with which are printed so that the Senate 
can understand it, and to the excbision of im- 
portant public business of the conntrr it is to be 
taken up by a forced vote and decideo this morn- 
ing. On account of the position that has been 
assigned to me as chairman of the Committee on 
Pubuc I«nde, having in charge a very great va- 
riety of public bills that have been pending for 
weeks, and which I have been endeavoring to get 
vpi it does not do for me to permit this course of 
policy to be practiced without protesting arninst 
It. Lhave given over to subjects of this charac- 
ter. I gave way to the Senator from Texas on 
the Arixona bill, which covered so many pages 
that the Senate could not and did not andentand 
is* excluding business on the Calendar which be- 
longet^of nght to the committee I represent on 
that day; and now it is proposed to take up this 
bill in ttw morning hour. The question ia to be 
forced on the Senate at once to dispose of this 
inportant ({uestion of a telegraph line, Om has 
been bsldre gs far but tbrte days. 



Upon every occasion I believe I have invariaUy 
voted for and sustained ei^ry measure l^at has 
had the design of connecting the people on this 
side of the mountains with those on the other. I 
intend to do so atall proper times. Still, for the 
reasons I have stated, I am compelled to vote 
against this motion. My only object in rising 
waa to ex^ain why I shall so vote. 

Mr.^EIXER. I do not know to what im- 

Iiortant measures the Senator from Michigan al- 
adea that he has cbtu'ge of; but I am very sure 
that he has charge of none more important than 
thaiJUH'Whieh we propose now to submit to the 
Senatst 'will say to that Senator, Uiat although 
he hasacted generously towards these measures of 
which I have had charge during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, there is no question connected 
with California that has occupied more than two 
hours of the whole tioM of this session of Con- 
gress. 1 am very rare 1 have not oonraAodover 
sixty minutes during the whole of this session in 
talking of California questions. 

Here is a measure which proposes to connect 
^is portion of the continent wiui the farand dis- 
tant West. Yesterday yon passed a bill which 
will enable the British Government toobtain early 
advices from her colonies on this continent, con- 
necting Ireland with Newfoundland; and now, 
when we submit a proposition simply to provide 
for a line of telegraph through your own terri- 
tory, in order that our people may communicate 
with this side of the continent, the Senator from 
Michigan objepu. 'Sir,he was one of the warmest 
friends of that submarine tel^raph yesterday; 
he regarded that as a subject of vast in^rtance. 
When I propose one nom the city of Washing- 
ton to the gi«at city located on the Paafic ocean, 
there ara some questions in regard to public lands 
that he thinks ought to be oonsidered. 1 trust 
my friend, who has aded jwith generosity and 
liberality towards me Jpd towards all measures 
iffcQn 



with which I have beer 



ected, will allow this 



Irc^i^cted, v 
bill to be taken up anj FW^d. i bdieve^ the 
public interest demands it,ana I think the Snutte 
IS willing to give it to us now. 

Mr. STUART. My friend does me no more 
than justice in saying that I have been in favor 
of every California measure. The very reason 
why his measutu have not taken up sixty min- 
utes of the time of the Senate, ia because the 
Senate has unanimously a^wd to pass them 
without comment — not because they were not 
important, butframan exuberance of generosity. 

In regard to the telegraph measure that waa 
passed yesterday, I am not going to review or 
redisctwB it. I say again that I was fbr it most 
emphatically. I regard it as one of the best 
measures that I ever favored in my life. As to 
this measure, I am not opposed to it; I will not 
be found opposing it; but I think it was not a 
very harsh request, after having done so much 
for Califomia intereste, to ask to have this bill 
laid ove^ntil to-morrow, in order that I might 
have abdut fifteen or twenty minutes of the morn- 
ing hour to-day in order to dispose of bills of no 

fsrsonal concern to me, of no concern to the Slate 
represent, but simplv important public measures 
with respect to Uta.'I^Btteries, esteblishing land 
oflees* so that the m^ps can be prepared, and 
those offices snay }ft put into operation — that is 
all. I made an objection to the consideration of 
this bill which I tnough^as fatal. I think so 
yet; but tbg Ch^ <iifimKei it. 

I do not^Uenrt^S^aced in opposition to 
this measure. jSdHBb I know its general char- 
acter, I am for it. Whcj^ the particulars of the 
bill are, I do not know.-' I am for anything and 
for everything that facilitetes communication be- 
tween here and California; but I do not think it 
unreasonable to ask my friend flrom California to 
let this bill lie over for twenty-four hours. 

The question being tsken by vess and nays, 
resulted— yeas 37, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS— Mesm. Adsim, Bell of New Hsmpihfre, Bell 
of Tennenee, Diglcr, Bright, Cut, Dodfe, Douflu.Oar- 
kee, Plata, Piteb,Fooi,FMt«r,aeyer,Omii, Harlan, How- 
ton, Jones of lown, Jones of TsBaeesee, Noueee, Piatt, 
Riuk, ScwBid, Tbomptou of Keatucky, Wade, WeUei, 
and Wilwn— 37. 

NAYS— Hcflsci. AUen, Bojmd, Bifln, Cl^ Evui, 
Rtzpetrfck, HonIM, Ivereon, JOhneon, Maaoa, "niiiHiw, 
Slidell, BniBEt, ToobIw, TWej, and Trambolt— 16. 

So ths naotlM was agresd to; and ilw SsMta 



proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (3. No. 692) to expedite the con- 
struction of a Une or lines of telegraph from ibe 
Atlantic States to Califomia. It proposes to 
authorize the Postmaster General, under the direc- 
tion and in the discretion of the President of the 
United Stetes, to contract with any person or 
persons, Msociatipn or associations, for the use 
by the Government of a line or lines of mimetic 
telegraph from the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, to San Franeiseo, ia the 
Slate of Califomia, for a period of ten years, at 
an annual rate of compeasation not exceeding 
130,000; and to grant permission to tbe party- or 
parties so contractit^ to use, durii^ the contract 
terra, any unoccupied public lands on the roate 
of the line or lines which may be necessary for 
the same. The lines of telegraph are to be open 
to the use of alt eitutens of toe United States 
during ih9 term of the eoniraett at rates which 
shall be esiabliriied with die approval of the Post- 
master General, and which maybe raised by him 
from time to time, as he shall think proper. 
- The bill was reported from the Committee on 
the Post Office ana Post Roads, with an amend- 
ment, to add; 

.tnd pToriiUd alta. That no paTinent Bball be made fbr 
tb« UM of the eeU tolefraphic line or lines, fbr asy pOftioa 
of tinM when Uie nine ate uot is operHlon. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BIGGS. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads* in regard to this clause in ths 
bill: 

And to graot pemiMion to the party or parties m nm- 
tracting, to see, dorinf nld lerm, an; unoccupied pnUie 
Isnde oo tke route of Mid line or Unes wbicti my w ne- 
cSMSry Ibr the t 



To what extent will this grant go to the com- 
pany i 

Mr. RUSK. It will only go to the use of the 
land for esteblishing posts, and taking such lim- 
berasmaybenecessarytomakeposts. Itconfen 
no title, but merely gives diem the ass of ** any 
unoccupied lands on the route of said line or lines 
which may be necessary for the same." The 
land taken must be unoccupied. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is simply an easement on 
the land, I suppose. 

Mr. R0SK. That is AH. No title ia con- 
veyed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment made as in Commjtteeof 
the Whole was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT prvfmmore. Shall the bill 
bs sngrossed and read a third tinw? 

Mr. STUART. I should like to inquire from 
some gentleman here if he knows on what route 
it is expected this line wjjl be built^ 

Mr. WELLER. t suppose whoever makes 
the contract for the Government will take it on 
the shortest and most direct route. I suppose 
the SentUor has formed bis own opinion as to 
which is the most direct route. These persons 
of course will take what they deem to be toe mon 
practicable route, north or south. 

Mr. STUART. I had no knowledge of that 
sort; but I had an impression, tttm what I saw 
around me, that it was the southern route throu^ 
Arizona, and near the head of the Ghilf of C«i- 
fomia. My impression was formed for the reason 
that 1 sawall my southern friends so perfectly quid 
on the question. Yestffrday they were violent; 
the Treasury was in danger; the country was in 
danger; the liberties of the people were ii^anger. 
They talked us all out of sight for two It 
struck me that this m'anifmation waa^H that 
which we had on the bills for river and hariior 
improvemente. 

Mr.lVERSON. Will the Senator be so good 
AS to designate what southern membm are in 
favor of this telegraph bill? 

Mr. STUART. The Senator will probiOtly be 
able to dedgnate when I go about five* minutes 
fbrther. I say it struck me that it was like the 
rivertnd harbor improvemente. Whenwsbepn 
up on the lakes, there in no sort of limit to ths 
dennndation; but as we came down thia way, it 
grows less and less, until, when we get down to 
Appalacbicola, every sii^le man is silent. The 
conntryUiere is in oo danger; the only sort of 
difficulty, thai, ii tonl|KMrtheni n» to vote for 
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the approprisUon. t It stnick me that this, prob- 
abljTt was gorerned by the wime rule. I think 
thia ia a rery good project; but I cannot, for the 
. JiA of me, underatana the difference between 
tweedle-dum and tweedlenlee. I expected that 
this measure upon principle would be attacked by 
iu opponenta the aame u the bill which was up 
yeateniay on the same principle. I recollect that 
mr honorable friend from Mi»oari [Mr. Grcev] 
aaked me, and he seemed to be ^rfectly confident 
in the strengUi of his opioioD, tf I contended that 
the GoTernment of the United States had the 
right to do the same thing as to telegraphic com- 
munication overland. 1 said yes. I think so 
now ; but gentlemen differed from me. I suppose 
this telegraphic communication wilt be butlt on 
the Boutnern route. I am inclined to think that 
if it IB built Terr soon it ought to be; but I only 
vished to call the attention of the Senate to itas 
A historical fact. 

Mr. WELLER. I uoderstood the Senator 
from Michigan to say, when the motion jras 
made to take up this bill, that he expected to rote 
for it. 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. 
« Mr. WELLER. He shows a remarfcable de- 
etee of friendship towards the bill. Ha is en- 
deavoring, in the first place, to excite sectional 
feeling by saying he judges from the indicaLtons 
that we propose to establish this line on the 
southern route; but feeling that that might not 
accomplish his object, he immediately commenced 
reproaching my souihem friends Here, because 
they have not opposed this bill. This ia a very 
singular way of lending his aid — to try to excite 
party or sectional feeling against this measure I 
Ana he asks why it is that the ■outhem men have 
not opposed this bill, I suppose they are satis* 
fied that the Federal Government has the power 
to provide for the transportation of mail matter 
from here to the Pacific ocean. None of them 
Imvc opposed the wagon-road bills I have intro- 
duced. My friend from Virginia, [Mr. Hcntbe,] 
an extreme man on these measures, concedes 
that it is the duty of the Federal Government to 
construct rofids running through the Territories 
of the United States, so as to enable the Atlantic 
to be connected with the Pacific. Nov, what is 
the object? I have not understood that Oiere was 
any objection made to these measures heretofore. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope my friend will allow 
me to say that I hare not expressed an opinion 
in regard to that question of power. I believe 
we have the right to make railitarv roads, or 
roads for military purposes in the Territories, 
but not to connect the States with them. That 
ia alii have ever said. I hope he will not set me 
down Mgoing further. 

Mr. WELLER. I hppe my friend does not 
rappoae we have the rigfit to make military roads 
UDleas we have the power? 

Mr. HUNTER. I admit the power to the ex- 
tent I have stated. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not wish to prolong this 
discussion'. I am satisfied that as the Senate yes- 
terday voted to enable Great Britain to connect 
herself with her possessions on this continent, 
the^ will see the propriety of connecting our pos- 
sessions at home. I can readily conceive why 
Senators yesterday should vote against granting 
aid to a telegraph line, which couldbe used against 
ua in time of war by the British Government, and 
yet vote to construct this telegriiph here. Your 
policy has thrown a large body of Indians be- 
tween the Mississippi river and theBacific slope. 
Every ^pe must see that it is necessary we should 
have a inore close communication with Uie distant 
State on the Pacific, and with ourTerritories there, 
as well as the State of C^ornia. The Pacific 
cooat will, within the next fifteen years, be the 
theater of the grandest operationa that have ever 
been witnessed in the history of America. 

Now, sir, the only question whether we shall 
construct a telegraph whi^jj ^jjj enable us here. 
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apeaka of the vioknee of their opposition to every 
appropriation fcff internal improvements at the 
North, their gradual falling on, step by step, as 
those appropriations come South, until, when 
they get to Appalachicola, they are regarded with 
complaiaance, and allowed to pass in silence. I 
do not believe the Senator was aincere. I Uiink 
he, perhaps, simply intended to embarrass this 
matter. I believe nis remarks were more playful 
than otherwise. I hope so. I am satisfied, how- 
ever, that the coloring which the mind of the hon- 
orable Senator gives to most of these things is 
that of suH^cion ; he is inclined to suspect almost 
every mealure that comes up, if it is notfexifctly 
consistent with what ore his own views of policy 
and right. I appeal to the Senate if that is not 
the coloring he gives to all measures which are 
unwelcome to him. This is not jusL 

On the presentoccasionanimputationisUirown' 
out ia regard to the biU now before as. The Sen- 
ator from Michigan^ys no opposition is mani- 
fested whatever by 'southern members when a 
project comes before us like this, which he says 
IS to take the^ southern route to California. So 
fkr ftom receiving it in silence, and being pei^ 
fectly content to nave it passed, I have myself, 
fbr one, not onlv gone round to speak of the prin- 
ciple as_ wrong, out to avow that 1 would not con- 
sent to its coming up at all, notwithstanding all 
the respect which I bear to the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. WellbRi] who I consider to be one 
of the most estimable gentlemen in thia body, and 
who I know has already received testimonials of ' 
the highest esteem- of the whole Senate. 

It ia proposed to construct a telegraph from the 
city of Washiagton, in the Distria or Columbia, 
toSah Francisco, inCalifornia. I shall not touch 
on the merits of Uiec]ue8tion, for I do not believe 
there is any idea existii^ on the part of members 
of the Senate of paasinfms bill, and if they have 
any ideaof piissing it at alt, I.doiiot believe they 
have the slightest hope thafiU£|[pus the House 
of Representatives. The seflhion ia too late for 
the consideration of a subject like this. I will 
say, however, that those sections of the country 
which the Senator from Miclugan represents here, 
have only to bring forward telegraph bUls of an 
equally or more absurd character to command 
votes in order to carry them. Look, for instance, 
at your oceanic telegraph scheme. 

In addition to this, 1 call the attention of the 
Senator from Michigan to the fhct, that so far as 
the appropriations for the lakes tnd for improve- 
ment objects generally between the North and the 
South are concerned, notwithstanding all the al- 
legedjeatousyof the South towards appropriations 
for tbe North, and all her placidity towards ap- 
propriations for the South, the North has had ten 
dollars at least in appropriations for the advance- 
ment and benefit of that aecUon of the eouniry 
for everydollar that we have had. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not like to be placed in 
the position in which the Senator is putting me. 
He says that I have introduced this bill wiu the 
full knowledge that it could not pass and become 
a law, and that my sole object was to show my 
conatittients that I was laboring for them. Let 
me say to the Senator that I have moat aatiafac- 
tory assurancea that this bill will pass the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I cannot divine tow it can 
be passed there, for I scarcely believe the approi 
priation bills will pass. It will be an ezceedmgly 
fortunate measure if it can be passed at uis 
session. I do not think the tel^mph will be 
built, if the bill be piussed, at least for many years 
to come, and there is ample time hereafter for 
legislation on this subject, without the unneces- 
sary waste of precious time now. 

1 rose particularly to repel the imputations 
which the Senator from Michigan, with so much- 
easy indifference and apparent semblance of sin- 
cerity, put forth here as to the facility with which 
aoutbern men could take up a measure that they 
believed was gping South, and appropriate any 
amount of money, without in({uiry in respect to 
it. Such an imputation is not just; it is not 
sound; it ia not correct. I have known no Sen- 
ator from the South who stud to jne that he in- 
tended to aupportorvotefor this measure, though 
it may be tmit some of them intend to go for it, 
for aught I know. If there ii anynndantandiDg 



that thia line is to go South, I have never heard 
of it for one; and Ihelieve I have been gaaerally 
about as anxious in r^ard to all questions that 
relate to our section of the country as any ona 
else, and at the same time as little aisposed to be 
iatrustve on the Senate. I repel the impttlation 
thai ia mode. 

Mr. RUSK. It it a matter of regret that tbe 
honorable Senator from Michigan has chosen to 
indulge in the remarks be has made after the Sen< 
ate took up this bill. It is not for me to attribute 
to him any improper motives; but he must have 
judgment enough to know that' the consectnenco 
willbe to delay any action on thia bill until ona 
o'clock arrives, when the subject of the tariff 
must necessarily come up and displace this meas- 
ure. The compliment which he paid to southern 
membera is not deserved; and I think thertris no 
Senator who knows it better than myself. Gm 
to your appropriation bills for internal improve- 
ments, ana ^ou will find five appropriations for 
the lakes in the northwestern States to one for tbe 
South. I have b^l in the habit of, voting for 
bills without reference to their locality; and when- 
ever a measure th&t met my approbation came 
before the Senate, I have voted for it without in- 
quiring whether it went to the South, or whether 
it went to the North or the West. Is the South 
not a part of this country ? When you are called 
on to pay the taxes, it is a verr important part 
of the conntry, and has beea so from the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution. When you come to 
divide those taxes, everybody knows where the 
bulk of the money has been uked, and where it 
has gone. Because gentlemen from the South 
get up here and tell us that they are not in favor 
Rsf these schemes of internal improvements and 
appropriating money, is it to be thrown in their 
teelh as a fault when they have made a steady 
opposition to oU these schemes? I am not in- 
cluded amon? those taunted by the Senator, for I 
have voted for internal improvement billa of a 
general character, and I believe I have the con- 
stitutional right to do so. But are Senators who 
have stood year after year resisting these bills, 
when they are ^plicable to their own section of* 
country as well as others, to be taunted that itia 
very easy to construe the Cotutitution when the 
benefits of appropriationa go to the South, and 
not BO much so Irhea they go to the North? 
These gentlemen have been consistent. They 
deny the power of this Government to make suw 
appropriatioos, and have uniformly voted ogaioat 
them. 

Sir, I do not choose to indutee in this sort of 
language. If I did, I should nave aniple justi- 
fication in returning the. compliment; I wifl not 
do it. I think it is in bad taste. I think it is 
entirely improper, because I regard Mii^igan aa 
much a part of this country as Texas; and I 
ahould vote fbr a telegraph line that went through 
the State of Michigan as soon as for one through 
the State of Texas; though I should prefer, to m 
sure, to have it go through Texas. So that, in 
every sense, the remarks of the Senator fntm 
Michiga n , in my judgment, were totally uncalled 
for. 1 regret that they were mode. They are not 
calculated to advance the passage of the bill which 
he professes to favor. They are not calculated 
to promote harmony of feeling in the Senate. If 
the design was to uae high-sounding worda to be 
read elsewhere, the effect la likely to be to stir up 
the angry passions of the human heart, and pro- 
voke a long debate. I do not feci excited under 
thia language. In fact, I have generally thought 
that when men resort to language of this descrip- 
tion it is because the argument fails them. Truth • 
mildly advanced ia more Dkely to accomplish 
success than the most boisterous language of 
denunciation. 

I Bee nothing in thia bill which precludes a gen- 
tleman who voted against the submarine telegraph 
bill from voting for this. Most of Uie opponenta 
of that measure wjied on the ground that both the 
temiini were in a foreign country. Here, both 
the termini are in our own country. I Qiink it 
was unnecessary to bring in that qnestij^n. Jhere 
has been enough talk on that subject. I have 
been taunted here when I had not an opportunity 
to reply,being limited asto time. I should have 
liked to have had an opportunity to re^y and 
ahow it w«B not ao monsiroiu a piepoilaoii; but 
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I did not choose to do it. I preferred to we the 
billpais lo making speeches. 

The Senator himself says be has bills of vast 
importance that ought to be acted on, and he was 
opposed to taking up this bill betause it would 
displace them. That was to save time, and yet 
here he makes a speech, in my judgment totaJljr 
uncalled for, and refleetiiu; on one section of the 
countryi and whi^h is eucalated to do what he 
did not wish to do — consume the time of the 
Senate and prevent us doing business. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, when the rec- 
ord of the truth of history is about to be made 
up in the Senate, of which I am a member, and 
the attempt is maide in so doing to reflect on my- 
self aa one of the members, I wish to have some- 
thing to do with making it u[), and I will take 
care, as flir as I am concernedf that it shall be the 
trath of history. 

My understanding of the remark of the Senator 
ftom Michigan — I do not pretend to give his 
Janguage, but hie idea — was that when Dills for 
improrements for the lakes JKpre before us the 
opposition was violent, and gradually came 
South, it lessened, and b^ the lime we got to the 
gulf at Appalachicolaitdisappeared. Theremark 
seemed to be general. 1 do not believe it to be 
true as to anybody. As to myself, I have resisted 
these expenditures of the Govemment, as opposed 
to the Constitution of my country. 1 have been 
fbr twelve consecutive years a representative of 
the people in one branch or the other of Congress ; 
and at no time, under no party banner, under 
no circumstances, have I ever given one vote to 
remove natural obstructions for facilitating com- 
merce North, South, East, or West. Neither in 
the House of Representatives, nor in this branch} 
neither as aWhi^ nor under any other party des- 
ignation at any time, have I ever given one vote 
to remove natural obstacles in order to facilitate 
commerce, for I denied the constitutional power 
to do BO. I came into Congress its enemy; I have 
fltood here its enemy from my first entrance into 
pobllc life to this hour, and I waa its enemy be- 
fore I came here. Therefore I say the Senator's 
^mark is'without the least foundation, and it is 
not liietorically true as to these ^reat questions 
of improvement to which it was applied, for the 
bitterest contest during the past year was upon 
three bills that got through here — one for the im- 

Erovement of the mouth of the Mississippi river 
elow the citv of New Orleans, one for the Des 
Moines rapicls, and one for the St. Clair flats — 
all of whicn met my equal and determined oppo- 
sition, not only in the Senate when they were 
passed, but also when they came back to us with 
the veto of the President of the United Stales. I 
opposed the bill for the Ifarbor of Baltimore also. 
At the extremes, in the center, on tlie Crulf of 
Mexico, on the lakes, wherever vou attempted 
to use this power, I have opposea it to the best 
of my abilit;^, both byargumentandvote. lhave 
not deemed tt necessary to address the Senate on 
every one of forty or fifly bills, which I could 
not designate with language proper to be used 
in this body without probably giving just offense 
to their advocates. If I were to utter one half 
tlie hodest convictions of my judgment as to the 
effects and objects of this system, I should do 
violence to the rules of propriety, and probably 
give Just offense to many nonorable gentlemen 
around me, as I believe I have done on former 
occasions. Having opposed all these bills^teadily 
on clear and distinct principles, as to which I am 
on the record for twelve years. I say the imi- 
tation of the Senator from Michigan, as to me, 
cannot be sustained. 

Now, as to the telegraph across the Atlantic 
ocean, I opposed the bill providing for it, because 
we had no jwwer to connect two parts of the 
British dominions; and if we had the power, I 
contended that it was an unwise and foolish bar- 
gain. But itought to teach themen of the South; 
It oo^ht to teach democratic men every where, that 
this IS a race which they cannot enter with safety. 
Ifyou ctftifine the appropriations of public money 
to the legitimate objects specified in the Consti- 
tution,%one of this conflict will arise, none of 
these reproaches will come upon you; you will 
not be liable to them; and, Mr. President, better 
you will have taken fVom your path the 
<t to Bwwre fiwm duty for Mctioaal and 



local interest; and therefore the safety of all of ' 
us is to return to the old landm^ks of the Con- ' 
stitution, and appropriate the common flind to ' 
common objects alone, and then, I say, these 
reproaches will cease. 

Yesterday we were told by the gentleman from 
Texas, [Mr. Rose,] that the great object of Uie 
oceanic telegraph was to benefit the cotton in- 
tereA. As one of that community, I disclumed 
it, and did not want it. Now it seems to-day that 
that was a northern interest, or rather a British 
interest, for when the news gets to the United 
States there is hardly a minute ^s difference of time 
between the different parts of the R«pttilic as to 
its recepdon. I opposed that, not as a northern 
or a southern, but as a British interest outside of 
the Constitution. I suppose the reproach of the 
Senator from Michigan is that we made speeches 
against that bilUanahave not made them against 
this. I did not intend to open my mouth ajrainst 
this bill further than give my vote *' nay. " why? 
Because-whcn the American Senate decided that 
thoy had the power, and thatit was right and iust 
and proper to vote |70,000 a year of the puolic 
money to go into partnership with England to 
build a telegraph across the Atlantic, 1 should 
re^rd it as in vain to present a single argument 
with the idea of chancing the opinion of a single 
human being here, ff the enormity of the other 
measure was to do good in the country, all I had 
said was before them. I felt that even then I had 
done almost too much tn exhausting my ability 
to show the want of power and the impolicy of 
the scheme. I deem this to be the lesser in im- 
policy; but both of them eqoaDy meet my oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall not speak on this sub- 
ject with any view to affect the decision of the 
Senate, for I agree with the Senator from Geor- 
gia, that after what haa been done it would be 
useless. 1 have never known the Senator from 
Michigan to vote against a money bill. I was 
not in when he spoKe; but when he undertakes 
to be the parliunentary monitor to throw out 
taunts on the Soudi, where do his arrows fhll? 
Whom do they hit? Sir, I say to that gentle- 
man, there is not a project of internal improve- 
ments for the lakes, no matter of what magnitude, 
no matter what the appropriation may be, or for 
a Collins line, o^or telegraphic communications 
on the ocean, that he is not found voting for; and 
then be is to taunt the South ! 

I do not intei^ to speak now with a view to 
influence the Senate; 1 intend to speak so that 
m^ language and my thoughts and my purpose* 
may reach my own country, Efnd tell my people 
they can get nothing, and they contributa more 
than their share. I do not know that South Car- 
olina has received one cent since I have beeR on 
this floor. There was an appropriation of 150,000 
for opening the harbor of Charleston, but 1 voted 
against it. Gentlemen unnecessarily throw out 
these reproaches after they have got all. Why, 
sir, if I wanted the title for internal improvements 
I would go to the name of Lake Michigan. They 
have got everything. They were the first to 
break, down the alternate . section syatem. The 
alternate section system commenced with Mr. 
Calhoun, I believe,but he intended to confine the 
grant to within two miles or a limited number, 
and he said it was all right within that limit. 
They enlarged it to fifteen miles, and finally took 
the lands wherever they could get them. Now, 
after having got all — after having got more than 
their share of the Treasury on any principle what- 
ever allowable according to justice, much less the 
Constitution, they reproach the South because 
we do not get up and talk on all occasions when 
the impotency of talk is aU that is left to us — the 
impotencyor complaint. When we' do not get 
up to complain the Senator taunts us. To what ' 
are we reauced ? 

I say with my friend from Oeot^ia, I intend to \ 
speak to the southern people on this subject. We 
have got nothing, and oCners have got all. I do 
not know anything that we have got. It comes 
with an ill grace from any portion of this Confed- 
eracy to reproach the South. Mr. Calhoun him- 
self, perhaps the highest luminary in this coun- 
try, w'as the first to propose to open the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi ftrom its source to its 
mouth. The great Btatesman of South CaroUiut 



was the one who haa given you the poweriDB. 
propriate money. I acknowledge he id soml^ 
my opipion. 

Now, afier having got example, prwcL w 
everything else, we are to be reprodehed ' I 
not very well; but when I hear tWw thinn ^ 
not with much patience thatlcansabmiiroii^' 
I know nothing about this telegraph line, i 
vote for it better than <I could vote for the k^I 
telegraph. I believe I could vote foriiui™ 
ofllce communication. It has the mfrit 
of being in our own country. But, air, vbecK 
eign countries are to have appropriaW fufi^. 
benefit |70,000a year, I know where IheptW 
go just OS welt OS they do— agieotmuvgn^ 
are interested in it. • " , 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not rise to eamin!, 
debate which I consider unwise, ii]jiiiiDiit<o£ i 
permanence of the Union, and desirutiiTc^ij I 
councils of the Senate. 1 rise for the puqm ' 
suggesting an amendment to the biD whidi Iii-j ' 
necessafv. I hove no objection to (be bill, 
not a bill to construct a telegraph, h at:t:i 
to provide, that in case sucha linebeconuni:!;,' 
the Governments while it has the use of 
pay a certain sum of money for it. 1 belkici- 
means of communication with acoantryHtd 
tant OS California would be of great tmpor;;,! 
to the Government. I ibinlt, nowmr,t ii, 
entitled to the further proteciion which 1 prjr *, 
that the Govemment shall be entiiJed to pn?!:: 
in thetransmissionof itameasagei. lAjtasr 
ment is to add — 

And that the GoremizKiit rtiDll be ntitM u pr 
over individuah in tbe transmUsioo of iu mixifa. ' 

Mr. GWIN. I hope thatameadmeiilii,i 
adopted. 

Mr. I VERSON. Mr. President, 1 io mt 
to make a speech, but simply to sayafesi-a 
in reply to the imputation cast on souihcm am- 
bers by the Senator from Michigan, j c: :: 
but express my scorn for the imputatio!-, ». , 
that Senator has cast upon ua. U is ur.'.:..::-. 
in fact, and ungenerous in feelinj;. Ccair:^ 
it does, from the Senator from Mi<:higafl,i:^-.-: 
opt illustration of the troth of the old adi:<. .: 
he who lives in a glass house should neicr t 
stones. Let me remind that Senator, ut;. i 
the Senate, of another appropriate ada" 
present occasion, that he who is iiufiH.(>.ii 
corrupt, and hewho is corrupt willalwifia»«! 
suspicious. 

Mr. SEWARD. I regret very mntlij- 
President, the course which this dphaie iimd- 
I think the highest object of this line of idept'- 
is to break up the distinction between Ik^: 
West, and between North and Sonih. T:i 
means of communication by telegraph ii t-Ur 
inarv to communications by roilroadt. 

There is a peculiar neoEssitv, it »eeiM 
and a peculiar propriety, in ine piswe 
bill at the earliest day. We are atBduJ''.' 
two thousand five hundred milea fram (tthi. 
coast. Indian wars there have coat frain::-' 
seven millions of dollars, which mighi hn)-: 
averted, or at least arrested, if we had Mi'^^ 
graph line to that coast^n operation. Ontpes 
across the country is rendered difficult ttik- 
gerous, and almost practically iinpossibir.in' 
with the aid of escorU of military forct- -3 
effect of this telegraph alone, whereTer « k'« 
constructed, will be advantageous lo ihtG;*^ 
ment, and the safety and welfare oftttA:^ 
ican people. All the property.and all ihc ntf"^ 
concerns connected witn it, will be tai^^:'- 
item of profit to the repon of country i^"^ 
which the* line shall naas. • 

I shall not go at length into sn ujuwss 
favor of this bill; bat I wish to call ih( aiKr^ 
of the Senate to the fact that our Pacific 
ions are at such adistaoee from us tbuu^''^ 
munications by mail between theAllw!^'^ 
Pacific coast are charged with poaiape iw^p 
hundred per cent, greater than iheexptwec;'* 
ter communication through the mails 
different portions of the Atlantic coaii. 
we pay three cents letter postage on ihe Au> 
coast, we have to pay five cents for letwrp*-^ 
to California, Oregon, and Washington, snJi^- 
is a similar charge of about fifty percent, cm 
paper communication. Now it aeenisio 
the gnat duty otiJieGoTemiiienti^MW"" 
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n&ture of ih« country and phy^cal ctccnmvtancea 
will permit, to assimilate ihese two portiona to- 
gether. The telegraphic line is, I mi^bt almost 
ny providentially, offered to ua at this time for 
the parpom of enablii^ ai to combioe and to con- 
■olidate the different parts of this widely extend* 
ing Republic into one, to hreak up the differences 
which divide and separate us, to suppress the 
alienations which arise out of di&taoce and out 
of Kparation, and to bring us all near together. 

We on the Atlantic coast might, if anybody 
reasonably could, object to this communication, 
because, until it ahalfbe made, the Atlantic press 
will be the rehicle of communication between 
this Atlantic region and the Pacific coaat; but 
just as soon as you shall have established this 
telegraph, the New York press, the Boston press, 
the Philoidelphia press, the Washington press, 
the Baltimore and New Orleans press, will be dis- 
pensed with to a large degree, so for as ibcy sup- 
ply iDformation to the Pacificcoast; and the news- 
. paper presa of the Pacific coast will be an original 
, independent orgop of communication, giving to 
the people of that coast information of all affairs 
on this side of the continent, and of all European 
affairs, just as early as we enjoy it here, and, ac- 
cdyding to existing circumstances, three weeks or 
a month earlier than would be obtained by mail. 
What is the ooflt of all this i It is f30,000 a year 
for ten years, and no more; $300,000 in ten years, 
which IB less than one twentieth part of the ex- 
pense of maUcommunicatiou between us and thht 
coast now. 

It seems to me so plain, so simple, so right a 
propoeition, that I do not well see how objection 
can be made to it. Certainly objection cannot bs 
made justly on constitutional grounds, it ap- 
pears to me that if it be our duty to preserve the 
public peace, and secure the safety and the well- 
being of our people, to consolidate and bind thia 
Union together into indissoluble bonds, so far 
as it may be afiected by our legislation, this is 
precisely one great measure tending to that end, 
which we ought to adopt. 

Mr. WELLER. At one o'clock, the Senate 
has already directed that we shall proceed to the 
consideration of another qaestion. I am aatisfied 
there is a majority of the Senate in favor of the 
bill, and I hope its friends will now suffer us to 
have a vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware, [Mr. Batahd.I • 

Mr. WELLER. That is accepted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, it will not be 
expected, 1 presume, as a matter of course, that 
afler what baa been said here in r^y to the 
remarks I threw out, I should penmt this day 
or this occasion to passHiy without making a re- 
sponse. 

The honorable Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. 
JoHKsON,] who first rose in reply to me, con< 
ceived the true spirit of my remarks, and stated 
them as playful. Certain other Senators, how- 
ever, have seen fit to give them an interpretation 
of an ofTcnaive character, and have gone on to 
comtnent accordingly— 

Mr. BUTI^. Allow me to say, I did not 
h«ar the Senator's Temarks, but they were repis- 
•ented to me. 

Mr. STUART. I will say to mT.diattnE;uiahed 
friend that it is always beat to unaerstana a aub- 
jeci before you speak about it; and if he had been 
liere and heard me, I presume he would have 
come a different conclusion from some others. 
If the^kier Senators are ru^ht, the honorable Sen- 
sitor from California, at the rery outset, admin- 
iBVered the same sort of reproof to me, by telling 
me that I voted yesterday, and had been all the 
time in favor of a telegniph, to enable Great Brit- 
■in Vo communicate witn her colonies on thia 
continent, and, therefore, he was aurprised that 
I ahould not be willing Ui^i tliis subject should 
W \a.keo up for conside/utjQjj (o-day. I thought 
be had a right to say that. * no idea of taking 
anyoffense at it, and did i, , 

What I said tra< that it would 

■eem to me, and I tboii^if^iy ^ probab;^, this 
teJegxaph Vme wu to h^''( /^t ■outbern 
wue. I tud tbstif J hUilt at I 

tba^bt it ^ to i| iC/ ^ i« 



favor of it; and that the quiet which aeemed to 
reign around tj^phamber was only explainable 
to me on that ^ffund — not that I supposed f^en- 
tlemen here were disposed to falsify tnelr views 
of the Constitution at all ; but I refeired to a fact, 
and I ask if there is a Senator here who is pre- 
pared to deny it? If there is one, I am prepared 
to read the record against him. You may go back 
to the history of the harbor improvement bills. 
I can exhibit the record to show that gentlemen 
who oppose those improvements (and I never 
found fault with anybody for doing so) hare 
fought northern appropriations for days, con- 
sumed dt^Kifler day in debating them, and when 
we came down to southern appropriations of pre- 
cisely the same character, they contented them- 
selvea with simplf voting against them- They 
had a right to do it; but at the same time that 
they hod a right to do that, they hod not a right 
to reprove me for sitting still and voting steaaiiy 
for a measure which lapproved, and asking others 
to vote for k, ontl not speaking against it, nor 
ac^nst time. 

The honorable Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,] 
as he says, has been in favor of those measures 
oneonsututional principles. Thatisso. I thought 
he was right in tnat course; and I thou^t I was 
right in voting and acting with him. The hon- 
orable Senator from Arkansas entertains the same 
opinion in reference to the measures to which I 
have alluded. Now let me state a fact in r^ard 
to which he will corroborate me. When the State 
of Arkansas received a grant of public land to 
aid in the coostruction u railrcMids, there were 
not men enough in the House of Representatives 
to call for the yeas and oavs; they would not 
order the yeas and nays on that bill. It was car- 
ried by a handsome vole; and at the same session 
a Michigan bill was voted down by sixty major- 
ity. That the Senator remembers, . 

Now, sir, what has occurred lately ? The same 
system has been carried on in respect to public 
lands during this Congress; and after the pro- 
gramme hatl been carried out down to Minnesota, 
the States of Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, in the House of RepresentatiTes, 
voted to ley tlio Minnesota bill on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator is mistaken a« 
to the vote of Arkansas on that bill. I ham in- 
quired into it. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. Hooked onlyat 
the record of the yeas and nays. These are fools. 
I am not stating anything bevond facts. I should 
not have stated them, but tatt the remarks of 
gentlemen seemed to call on me to atate them. 

Let me aay a word to my friend from South 
Carolina, [Mr. BoTLsa.] He conceded at the last 
session ofCongress^when we were talking about 
the improvement biUs, that he did apply to the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Bell] 
to introduce a bill for the improvement of the 
harbor of Charleston. He had a right to do that; 
but it ia not exactlyjright, after having done that, 
to undertake to say that the remuk I made, which 
was founded on the taxta of historv in this House, 
was offensive, even though I baa made it in the 
most serious manner; but as I have aoid, the hon- 
orable gentleman from Arkansas conceived the 
right spirit; it was a playful remark thrown out; 
but if gentlemen insist that the fkcts of htatory 
shall be read, they will find that they read as I 
have stated them. 

My remark was, that when the harbor appro- 
priauoDS were taken up for the North, the oppo- 
sition was violent, my friend from Virginia [Mr. 
HukterI opening the fire. He had a nght to do 
so, and he nad a right to do anything that his 
judgment dictated; but when the appropriations 

tot down to AppaIachicoUl,itis equally true that 
enators asked me to vote fortb^oill when they 
could not v6u for it themselves. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator does not mean 
to include me in that statement? 
Mr. STUART. No, sir. 
Mr. HUNTER. I have voted against all those 
bills. Why does he reproach me as one who 
opposes northenii and fovora southern improve- 
ments? 

Mr. STUART. There is no difficulty in beiiy 
understood. I spoke of the Senator only in his 

oppositran 

Mr. HUNTER. Bid not the Senator latn it 



to be inferred that I opposed the one, and not the 

other? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. The Senator voted 
against them all; but 1 spoke of ihtc violriice of 
the opposition, and 1 say ilip records of this Con- . 
gress will show that what I statwl is true. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator ilnes not mean 
to say thnt I asked him to vnte for such a bill. 

Mr. STUAKT. No, sir. Tiie Senator never 
asked me to vote for one of these bills. The Sen- 
ator from Florida, [Mr. Mallorv,] with whom 
I am on the best terms, said I ought to vote for 
the Appalachicola bill, notwithstanding the fact 
that he and his colleague could not vote for it on 
conslitutioiud grounds. For some of those meas- 
ures I did vote, but others of them I voted against 
on the ground, that if the Senators representing 
aState took Uie responsibility of opposing a meas- 
ure on any reason, that was a satisfactory ground 
with me tor voting against it. 

Mr. YULEE. The Senator will recollect, I 
apprehend, that the argument on the question 
of internal imprownents had taken place in the 
controversy upon The appropriation fur the im- 
provement of tne moutl) of the Mississippi, which 
was a soulhGi;n locality, and was very much ex- 
hausted in that discussion. The other bills were 
merely carrying out the results at which the 
Senate had arrived in that case. 

Mr. STUART. Allow me to say to the hon- 
orable Senator that I think his recollection is at 
fault. My health was such as to require me to 
leave this city; but I was sent for to return here 
for the purpose of sssisting in the passage of the 
bills for the improvements on the lakes, long after 
the Mississippi and St. Clair flats questions had 
been dtaposea of, and* feeble as I was, my hon- 
orable colleague sent for me. When I came back, 
the appropriations for the lakes were fought day 
after day, for I will not aay how many days, but 

Siuite a number of days; each appropriation was 
ought by itself. I am only stating fads. I say 
they were fought, and fought to the last extrem- 
ity; and the records wilt show,'if anybody looks 
at tiie debiues, that the appropriation in the south- 
ern Slates, equallv mentorious, were not foughm 
with the same violence by the men who opposed 
the bills. Itaeema the truth cannot be told with- 
out its being considered offensive? Is it not a 
fact ? If it is not true — if the records of the Senate 
do not show the Uuth of what I have slated, I am 
in fault, but certainly not otherwise. 

Now, in r^ard to anything that has been said 
by the honorable Senator irom Qeorgia, [Mr. 
IrxaaON,] with the expectation that it shall have 
a personal bearing on me to excite or to irritate, 
I only say to him that that cannot be done here. 
Here, sir, in this body, I will make use of no 
remark toword'any Senator that is not within the 
strictest rules of courtesy. If he wishes to say 
anything of that sort to me, it can be done in 
some other place. 

I could detain the Senate a verv great while, if 
I chose, in giving a history of tnese facts; but f 
do not desire or design to do eo; yet I say that 
neither my honorable friend from Texas, norany 
other Senator who has spoken on account of the 
remark 1 mode, anU as 1 made it, ought to have 
been offended; for he knows that in all matters 
connected with that portion of the country I am 
certainly iRfluenced by no secUonal foeling. 

Mr. RUSE. The Senator will allow mo to 
explain. He is mistaken if he supposes 1 was 
ofllended. I thought his speech was unfounded 
in reflecting on the South. I was a little irritated, 
to be sure, oecause I thought the result of that 
speech would be to excite such feeling and temper 
in the Senate as to prevent us voting on ths oiQ 
by one o'clock, and we are very near that tima 

now. 

Mr. STUART. I did not wish to prevent the 
passage of this bill. I announced tnat to iha 
Senate befbre; but I am sorry that gentlemen 
should have forgotten the hiatonr of the country 
lately, and especially that my honorable friend 
from South Carolina should have forgotten the 
history of his own conduct here so far as to taka 
offense at what was really a simple slateiAent of 
fhets; and, unless 1 shall be called on by some- 
thing said flinher, I do not desire to say anything 
more. 

Bfr. TOOMBS. The inffenious ttatmient of 
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the Senator from Miclugao does not yet make oat 
the truth of history; and I am Borry he has not 
time to show its truth, aa be aa^s he can. I con- 
test it. Hia remark had no significance, unless 
it meant thi£t, &a we got to the center and to the 
Soath, we did nst oppon improvemeats because 
they were in the South. I say it can have oo 
meaning, unless thai. He cannot maintain that 
fVom the records. I aar that, as to myaelf, it is 
not true, and no part of the record can sustain it; 
and he cannot sustain it here or anywhere blse. 
His remark meant that, or nothing. It may be 
very true that, if your own improvements were 
in advance, there ueing sixty bills in all, when 
we had passed ten or fifteen bills, and debated 
them, and the Senate was wearied down, gentle- 
inen may not have made speeches on ftU the latter 
portion of the bills. It would have been nnbe- 
ooming ip do so. The point of the Senator'S're- 
mark, and the only aignificance it could hare, its 
legitimate and honest meaning, was that southern 
improvements were not opposed even by those 
having constitutional objeetjpM, because they 
were southern. That, I repeat, as to myself, is 
not the truth of history, and the Senator cannot 
maintain it here or elsewhere. 

Mr. CLAY. I only wish to say a word in 
addition to what has been said by the Senator 
from Georgia. He has anticipated me in most 
that I intended to say; but as 1 have beenamem- 
ber of the Committee on Commerce, and the only 
one of the six composing thkt committee who 
has opposed all these measures, I hare watched 
their progress, and been as familiar with their his- 
tory as the Senator firom Michigan, or My other 
Senator on this floor. "V^at the Senator ftt»m 
Georgia says is emphatically true. The roem> 
bers from tlie Nortn, with greater aridity for 
Uiese bounties, hare always pressed their bills 
forward , and hence they hare borne the brunt of 
the fight in all these contests; but if we did not 
oppose, with equal zeal and with equal rigor, like 
propositions coming from the South, it was partly 
because of the importunity of the advocates of 
those measures upon this fioor. While I roted 
Against the propdntion, daring the last session, 
for the conatractitHi of lome internal improve- 
meot within the limits of my own State, I was 
not content to sit here and give a silent rote, but 
rose in my place i and ofl'ered to assign the rea- 
son; but in consideration of the exigencies of the 
public service, when other great measures were 

Eressing upon us, by the importunities of mem- 
srs on all sides of the Chamber^ I gave way, 
and roted silently. Heace it is misrepresenting 
the truth of history to impute to us the sectional 
policy which the Senator from Michigan would 
indicate we had betrayed on these subjects. If 
the imputation were true,'>we should not be sub- 
ject to any reproach; for,as has been rerr justly 
■aid, ten dollars to one bare been all tlie time 
disbursed in improvements in the North; and if 
you take up the State of Michigan, and compare 
that with any State in the South— 1 do not care 
which you may select — you will find that while 
the bounties of this Government hare been show- 
ered lavishly on her, they hare been doled out 
with a stinted hand on the most farored of south- 
em States. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. President, I sought the 
floor a little while ago for the purpose of express- 
ing my opioiona on this question, in response to 
the improper imputation made on southern mem- 
beta oj a class, oy the Senator from Michigan. 
I hare no regrets that I did not then obtain the 
floor; but as 1 understand now, from the explana- 
tion made bjfhe Senator from Michigan, that 
what be said was intended in a PSeSwiekian 
aeaatf I am willing to admit it in- that sense, not- 
withstandiiu his arermenta about the truth of 
history, and about the allegatioos made being 
troe. 

Sir, It is unfortunate, exceedingly unfbrtnnate, 
it seems to me, that such imputations shonid be 
thrown out, that such remarks should be made. 
I intended to hare made a comparison between 
the present proposition, asainst which I shall 
vote, and the proposition wliich was passed yes- 
terday. It seemed to me that there was a mani- 
ftst ostint^on between the two cases — that one 
was a British project, and the other an American 
project; shotfing that influences from abroad 



could have more effect here thut influences at 

home. 

But, sir, I will not proceed with that line of 
remark. I understand now, from the explanation 
which has been made bv the 6eaat(vfh>m Mich- 
igan, that what he aaid-— although he presses it 
as a questim of fliet and (he truth of nistory — 
was intended as a playAil remark, and therefor* 
I shall refVain fh>ifl saving what I purposed say- 
ing if I had obtained tne lobr before. 

Mr. WILSON. I rise, Mr. President, tq say 
that the remark of the Senator ftom Alabama, 
[Mr. Clat,| that diepnblie money wi^rofusely 
squandered in the North, and doled wQt to the 
South, does injustice — great injustice, to Senators 
on Uiis side of the Chamoer, to the Representatives 
of the people of the North, and to toe people of 
the whole North themselves. Sir, the pet^ of 
the North and their representatives are not now, 
and never hare been, hostile to southern improve- 
ments. When did we of the North now here, or 
those whose places we now fill; vote against ap- 
propriaUons for improvements in the South ? The 
records of the Republic will bear to all coming 
time the evidence of the liberal policy of northern 
men towards southern improvements. For my- 
self, sir, I have voted, and! shall continue to vote, 
while I hold a seat here, for all constitutional ap- 
propriations for th^South. I shall as cheerfully 
vote for soeh improvements as I shall vote for 
similar appropriatiooa for my own Common- 
wealth . 1 shall rote moat cheerfully for this bill 
to establish a telegraphic line to connect the At- 
lantic and Pacific shores. I shall rote for this bill 
whieh will eoni^eet ua withX!alifomia; and I do 
not' care whether the line goes by the my of the 
northern or the southern route. I voted Yester- 
day for the ocean submarine telegraph with some 
misgivings; but I shall vote for this telegraph bill 
to conneot the distant portions of our own coun- 
try without any misgivings whatever. 

Mr. HUNTER, ^he hourof ooeo'dock has 
arrived. 

Mr. OWIN. We can get the vote now. 

Mr. WELLER. There is no dispoaiUon to 
debate the bill further. Let us vote. 

The PRESIDENT pre (mnsn. The Chair 
will put the question on the bUI if there be no 
further debate. 

Mr. WELLER. Give us five minutes, and 
this bill will be dimosed of. If not, it will come 
up to-morrow, and ba in die way (rf other bosi- 
oess. 

Mr. HUNTER. If there be no debate on it, 
I shidl tw wilting to allow Uie vote to be taken on 
the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. If tlwrs be any debate, it can 
go over. 

Mr. HXTNTEa. I thaO adc for the yeaa and 
nays on it. 

The bill wa» ordered to be engrossed for d tlurd 
reading, and was read the third time; and on the 
question, " Shall the bill paae?" 

Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resu fted 
— yeas 36, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAB— Hesm. Aduns, Allen, Bftyard, Betl of New 
HampfUre, Bell ofTniBeMM, BenJ&miD, Bigler, Btodhend, 
CaM,CoUainer, Dote, Doulaa, Pub,Fitcli,FDot,FiMter, 
Geyer, GwXa, Hais, Harlai), Houtuu, JaneB, JonMor Iowa, 
Nourac, PiaUtRiuK, Babaitlu, Se^wdiSiasrt, Tbompion 
of Kenmekv.niODUon of New ienev. Tmwv, TnmDall, 
Wade, Weller, and WUMm-3S. 

NAYS— Mem. Bioi, Bdibt, Boitac, Clsr, FUs|atiiek, 
Gieen, Uanter, Ivwaon, JVbmm, Hssoo, Fuib, Bstd, 8U- 

&> tlia bill waa parsed. 

POST OFFICS AnftontlATIOII HLL. 

DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
FaiMT, JUnuBv 37, 1SS7. 
The Senate proceeded, as in Commitfee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill (H. R. No. 636) 
making appropriations for the service of the Poet 
Office Department for the year ending SOtii of 
June, 1850; which was reported with an amei^- 
ment by the Committee on Finance, alter the 
word *' that," in section three, to insert ** if the 
revenues of the Post Office Department shall be 
insufficient to meet theoppropriationsof this act, 
titm," and in line two, after the word " dtdlars," 



to insert '* or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary." 

Mr. HUNTER. That is merely an alteration 
of language to explain the meaning of the appro- 
priation. It was designed to appropriate out of 
the Treasury what it was surooaed would not 
be supplied bylhe revenues of the Poet Office 
Department, llie amendment only niakea that 
explicit, so as fo show that it is notao additional 
appropriation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I offfer the followii^ amendment 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, aj an additional section: 

.Omd bt a further maet«d. That the Poetnwter Genenl 
be authorized and dtreeied to cootiDue tbe mail aerrkc 
between Chanestcn, Key WeM, and Bivana dviinc tbe 
rkwUn of AugiM and September in each year, for the lo- 
idue of the present contract tenn ot tbe voiubem ae«ttoa, 
by a competent steamer, a« it la now being perftnoed inrii^ 
ten monlha of the year; and that to enable him to do lo, 
a HUB not eieeedlng ten thDuanBd dollnia per unam ■ 
Iwreby appropriated out of any money ia tbe Treaaiify dm 
otberwlM appreciated. 

For a few years past a similar proviaion has 
been put on the Post Office i^prc^riation bill,u 
an amendment, continuing this service from year 
to year. Tliere are two months in the year wlien 
the mail ia not carried under the present eontrsci. 
The niatier has been investigated by tlw Senate 
and House of Representatives, 2nd they have 
made qn annual appropriation for this service. 
To avoid the necessity of trouble, we propose to 
make it permanent for tiie term of the contract. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSE. I have another amendment to 
ofler from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roods, as an additional section: 

Jnd ha it Jterihrr enacUi, Thai tbe foanh aection of the 
aet of CoDgreat, approved tbe 5ita of Aofoal. 1854, euitM 
" An act inakUif sppropriotioni for the •emce of ibe Part 
OlOee DepartmCDt during the ttrcal year ending on ibeaotb 
of June, l8S9," be, and the aame U hereby, boatiaacd for 
oaa year Asm Augiut S, I8S7. 

Hiat is a eontinoanee of an allowance whi<A 
wa« made three years ago. I have before me the 
fourth section of the act of August 5, 1854; but it 
is not necessary to read it. It makes a very small 
allowance to the post office clerks in Washington 
city — precisely the same as has been given for 
three years past. 

The ameiidment was agreed to. 

idr. RUSS. I have another amendment ftom 
the Committee on t^e Post Office and Poet Roads, 
as a new seetion: 

•M hi it fiirtktr mobM, Hut the Pottmaner GenenI 
be, and he b hereby, antboilxed to ref zamine and adjot 
•II qnenioas arising out of flnoa iropoaed apon tbe coa- 
tracton Ibr carrying the fnaiJi upon the MIsMaaippi rivet. 

This amendment is necessary, because it is a 
very important contract; and a great deal of at- 
vestigaiion is necessary to determine the qoee- 
tions in regard to fines, more than the Postmaster 
General , wno is now goin^ out, I think, can pn^ 
erlygive to it before making an adjustment. The 
amendment proposes nothing but to leave the fines 
which mav have been impowd on this company 
open for the investigation of the ineomiog Post- 
master General, -wSeo there shall be aufficieni 
time. - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Do I underMand that this 
is an application to leave to the incoming Post- 
master General the right of reversing the decisioa 
of the present^oatmaater General, and remittii^ 
fines whi^ have been imposed on the company 
that have Ailed to carry the mails on tbe Musis* 
sippi river under this con'raot? 

Kir. RUSK. It opens the ease for reonunza- 
tion and readlustment, ^ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have been here, n'r.foor 
years, and there has not been one session of that 
time during which there has not been a difficulty 
in relation to this Mississippi river mail. I have 
tried in vain to ggt the executive department of 
this Government to carnr oat the orders of Con- 
gress, repeated over and over again, for a daily 
mail upon the Mississippi river; and finally, whin 
something approaching such a contract aa he was 
ordered to make was made by him for carrying 
the mail on the river, the contract was violated day 
after day and week after week. For four yean 
we have been deprived of that mail. Now, after 
he has taken the subject into consideration, and 
indicted his fines upon the paryajrho under- 
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took to carry that mail tuid fiiited, the propbai- 
Lion is to remit all the finea and to begin afmh. 
Mr. RUSK. No, eir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It amoants to that. The 
proposition ia, to leave to the incoming Poetmaeter 
Gfeneral the right1>f reviewing the decisions al- 
^ady made, which here inflicted finea on tbeee 
Ktntrsctora who have failed to carry out their 
»ntraet, remitting all the finei* and beginning a 
tpeah aeries of four years in tne same way. If 
he object is not to remit the fines, there is no use 
n referring it to the new Postmaster C}eneral. If 
he objectis to remit the fines, it is a mere encour- 
tffement for the renewal of the same srstem by 
vfiich the entire population of the ralley of the 
Idtsaisaippi river naa been mocked and jeered by 
bis executive department. 

I trust that this amendpient will not prevail. It 
s not proper. It is not germane to an appropri- 
ition bill. I see no reason why the decisions of 
his Postmaster General, infiictioe fines for a &il- 
ire to carry out a contract, should be reriewed 
ind reversed by another hereafter. I wish to raise 
he cruestion of order — and I call the attention of 
he Senator firom Virginia [Mr. HnNTEa] to it — 
rhether this is an amendment germane to an ap- 
iroprialion bill? I wish to inquire, upon what 
.•round a relief bill can be added to a general ap- 
iropriation bill? I desire to inqdire,upon what 
[round , on these bills in which we undertake to 
upply the wants of the people as regards the ap- 
iTopriations for the Departmet^ of the Qovern- 
aent, we are to carry out measures of relief for 
■rivate claimants, and pass laws reversing the 
rhole action of the Government in the adminis- 
ration of the Executive Departments? 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not understand the 
imendment. I did not know UtAt it was for the 
elief of a private company. Of oottrse , that is 
lot in order. 

Mr. RUSK. It is not a proposition for the 
eltefof a private company; it is perfectly ger- 
nane to the bill. The power will exist in the 
'oHtnrtaster General to reinvestigate anyhow. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Then why do you want t&is 
isiendment? 

Mr. RUSK. I will explain. It is a usual rule 
] the Department, when bastness has been dis- 
osed of by a former Postmaster General, not to 
ike it up again. Hiia amendment is to avoid 
lat, and to put these parties precisely in the same 
ositton they would occupy if no decision bad 
eenmade againstthem. The present Postmaster 
kneral is going outof office, and I dislike to give 

reason which I might give, in relation to these 
nes, which is ample to justify me in offering this 
mendment, in order to do substantial justice to 
mt company who are carrying the MissisBiji^t 
iver mail . 

The Senator from Louisiana chooses to pursue 
leae men who are attempting to carry the mail, 
nd who have carried it; and I believe they have 
one na well as they could under the circum- 
tancea. I feel satisMd that they have been fre- 
aentiy fined when they ought not to have been 
ned; and so states the postmaster at the Sena- 
sr's own city of New Orleans. The Senator, 
nd one or two others livii^ on the Mississippi 
iver* it will be rememBered, against all the pro- 
'statiODs that I could make here, and against alt 
le reasoning that I could nige, had a law passed 
iking this contract out of the ordinary transac- 
ons of the Post Office Department, not author- 
ting the Postmaster General, as in other eases, 
) make a eonlraet for this service, but requiring 
im to. make one. I then prophesied — and the 
:ault has shown that I was correct — thatthe very 
iffioalties of which the Senator complains would 
e the result. That ^solute requirement was- 
jpeated twice before the Postmaster General 
rould enter into the contract. Before that law 
ras passed, the Postibaster General was in the 
abit of having an agent at tiie different points on 
ie river where a maiLwas to be shipped, and 
lat agent contracted with the boats as they were 
■ady to leeve,^fiwthe purpose of taking the mail, 
lie service was toleraoly well performed under 
tat arrangement. I felt satisfied, as the improve- 
lent of, the navigation of the Missiqrippi river 
}ok place, that uat would be the best system; 
ut nothing would suit the Senator from Louis, 
loa but a pwemptory mutdatc to oator into a 



tontract; and a law was passed ref|atiing the Post- 
master General ^ftespective of pnce, to enter into 
a contract. I prophesied then that there would 
be a combination between steamboat owners. 
Talk about jobs ! Here is one. I said then that 
there would be a combination between steamboat 
owners. We had had experience of that kind; 
and I thought I saw reason to suppose it would 
be repeated again. I thooght there would be a 
comtnnation Mtween steamboat owoera to run 
this service up to an enormous rate, and that if 
anybody should dare to come in and bid a reason- 
able suo^ke whole power and patronage of the 
other staKoals not engaged in it would ba pat 
on to break th«m down. The Senator will And, 
if he will look into the debate which occurred on 
the Bul^ect, ami I aaid so; and now my prophec^ 
has been verified. 

I understand from the Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jomifl,] who is more ftuniluir with the sub- 
ject than I am, for he lives on the Mississippi 
river, that one company ofi*ered to do this serrioa 
for $600,000 

NIr. BENJAMIN. They oQght to have had 
it. t 

Mr. RUSE. Exactly.' They bid the sum of 
|600,000. Theseperaonabidtbesumof(|390,000, 
and the contractwasawardedtothem. The mo- 
ment they got it, the other boats ran at them. 
They did all they could, as I understand from 
the agents and from the Senator from Tennessee, 
to produce this very state of affairs; and now Uie 
imposition of these fines is one ^ the means used 
to break down that company, and then the other 
parties may obtain the contraotfor |600,000. That 
IS t« be the result. 

Mr. BROWN. I <had something to do with 
the establishment of this line, and nave (dways 
taken a great interest in it; and I know perfectly 
well how easy a matter it is for a party in power, 
opposed to a scheme of this sort, to so embarrass 
it by movements a^net it as to destroy it. 

Now, I will say, in all kindness to the Post- 
master General, what my friend from Texas did 
not say, and seemed to have some hesitancy in 
saying, thatthe Postmaster General was opposed 
to this mail ftvm the beginning. He had authority 
to put the mail up<Mt the Mussisaippi river, and 
he refused to exercise it. Congress required him 
to do it* and he refbsed to obey the requisition. 
Toa had at last to make it mandatory on him. 
He went into it most reluctanllr . If he had had 
his way^ we never should have nad a mail on the 
Mississippi river; and all of us know enough of 
human nature to understand how it is that a party 
occupying the relation to a service which the 
Postmaster General oooupies towards this ser- 
vice, would look apon it all the time with dis- 
favor, and whenever he had an opportunity of 
entering upaflne against the conbraetors he would 
do it (o the utmost extent of the law. 

So fhr as I know, or have reason to beUere, this 
eompany has exeeifted its contract ss foithfiilly 
as a company could execute a contract for the 
same amount of money. I have dits reason for 
thinking so: They carry the mail along the coast 
ofcMiesissippi, bordering on the river, for a dis- 
tance of more than six hundred miles, including, 
of course, the windings of the river. I do not 
now recollect the preSse number of post offices 
on our side, but there are a great number of 
then);'and I do not now remember having re- 
ceived a solitary complaint from any post office 
on the whole line that the company was not dis- 
chai^g its duties according to its contract. 
Whenever the company failea to carry the mail, 
some reasonable and proper excuse was rendered. 
Those acquainted vrith the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi river know that it is as physically impos- 
aible to run regularly according to any schedule 
of time as it would be to take wlwi and fiy over 
thejnQon. No one knows better than my friend 
ttam Louisiana how the fogs set in and continue 
from night to night through a whole week of time, 
preveftttng the navigation of boats. No one 
Knows better than he diat at extreme low water 
boats are compelled to lie by at night, and cannot 
make time. No one knows better than that Sen- 
ator, Uiat from various other causes, through a 
dtetance so great as this, the boats cannoS be 
expected to run so perfectly, and make the same 
exact tim« as railroad cars can make. \ Uiinki 



and I am justified in thinking, so far as any in- 
fonnation has been conveyed to me by those most 
interested in it, that the company has discharged 
its duty as faithfully as any company could beex- 

rcted todiachargeitunderalltheciremnstanees. 
have heard no complaint from any quarter. 
The service is not what it ought to be.~ It is not 
what I contemplated when 1 firat struggled to 
have it esud>Iished. It has not been so, not on 
accountofany foilore on the part of the company, 
but because the Postmaster Gteneral has never 
looked upon it with favor, and has never given 
it that fostering care which it was entitled to 
rcceiva from that Department. 

I trust the amendment will prevail. I see noth- 
ing wrong in it. I am not particulariy wedded 
to this company. If there is a solitary member 
of it that I know at all, except very casually, I 
am not aware of the fact; but I judge from the 
fhilure to complain on the part of my own con- 
stituents. If they had not been served with tha 
mail, I am sure thev would have told me so, and 
asked me to look4ftto it, and see Why such fre- 
quent fkilares occurred. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am not exactly 
in the condition of my friend from Mississippi. 
He says he does not know the parties to this con- 
tract. I do, and I feel anjlnterest for them, and 
I feel an interest for my constituents, and I con- 
fess my astonishment at the zeal manifested by 
my friend from Louisiana in opposing this amend- 
ment. I am sure he has not given to the ques- 
tion any consideration; he has never examined 
the contract, or the accounts as they havie been 
stated by the Postmaster General. He says that 
we have been laboring for years to get this con- 
tract. Yes, sir, I believe it was one of the firet 
sets I ever did in the Senate; and the very diffi- 
culty Uiat now presents itself has been m our 
way fVom the day we attempted to get a mail 
service there down to this hour. We p a ssed a 
law directing the Postmaster General to give us 
the service. He disregarded the law. We passed 
another law obligatory on him, and be disre^ 
nrded diat; and it was only, I believe, upon tha 
third command that he gave us the service. Now, 
tmder what circumstances did he give us the ser- 
vice i His proposals were published to the worid 
inviting bida for carrying uiis mail. One com- 
panyfrommyowntownbidfi9Q0,000. Iwanted ' 
them to have the service if they could get it at a 
fhtrpriee. They refused to take it for less than 
f90u,000. Another company or combination of 
companies bid #600,000. The successfVil contrae- 
tora bid 1399,000. Mr. Campbell did not desire 
to give the contract to anybody, but he was forced 
by Iceislative action to give it to aonftbody, and 
was forced to give it to toe lowest bidder. These 
gentlemen have complied with Uieir contract as 
Uiey allege, and as I believe, literally, so for as it 
was possible to do so. We have better mail ser- 
vice •there than we evw had before — ^infinitely 
better. There is not a remonstrance here, there 
is not a memorial here, there is not a petition here 
against them; but from the day the contract was 
awarded to these gentlemen, who happened not 
to be steamboat owners, a war of extermination 
has been ndsed agaibst tliem.by combined steam- 
boat influence. IspeidEv^^know. lie steam- 
boat owners io ray own town , who are Uie latest 
steamboat owners upon the Mississippi river or 
in the United States, have done all they could as 
. honoraUe men to break it down, and fiuling to do 
that they contracted by my instriimentallty and 
agency last year to become partners to tiiis con- 
tract, and to carry the mail three times aweek from 
'Memphis to New Oleans. I advised these con- 
tractorstomakethisagreementwiththem. They 
said they had the boats that could do the service, 
and would do it. The contractors agreed to make 
this arrangement with them, and the result was 
that they never delivered the first mail in time 
from the period they took the contract until it was 
taken back. This war has gone on. 

Now, I wish to know what injustice is done by 
this amendment. I4iav8 looked at these accounts, 
and I think I- understand them perfectly. The 
Postmaster General has fined this company mors 
than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, when 
the proof is in the Department that it was impos- 
sible to have delivered the mail. The PoBtmaetcr 
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iaclination or what not, refuse* to gpen and ex- 
amine the evidence. The eontractora show, by | 
the sworii tratimony of competent witnesses, ib&t 
in many caaes it wav impossible to delivei: the 
mail byj^ason of ice, low wat«r, or fogt\ and 
vet he nu diiregBrdi-d every sin^e excuse that 
naa been olIei«d;aiKl in every case, where the fail- 
ure has been over half an hour, he has fined the 
company enormoualy and exorbitantly. 

The whole jiurpoae and inleniion and effect 
it to break dowo the service on the Mississippi 
river altogether. We have better service now 
than we have ever had, and all this company ask 
is an examination. They have importuned the 
Postmaster General. I have ffone with the Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. RuixJ in perfcon, to im- 

Elore him to take it up ^d examine it. He said 
e was very busy ana had not time, but as soon 
as the papers were made out he would take it up 
aiid notify us and give us a hearing. That was 
abiui four weeks ago; and up to this hour, when 
I know the papers have been made out, for i have 
seen them, ne has refused to^tify us; and this 
Administration is ^oing out, and these men who 
have been fined unjustly are to remain subject to 
the fines. 1 know that in some instances they 
have been fined unjustly, personally, from travel- 
ing OQ the river. The case ia to be tranaferred 
over to the incoming' Administration with the 
accounts closed against them. 

What remedy have they ? Their only remedy 
ia lo appeal to Congreaa; and they come in the 
moat modest terma, through the committee, ask- 
ing that ihc Poetmaater General will take up the 
accounts and adjuat them according to the prmci- 
ples of equity and justice. Isitlhe policy of this 
country to crush them ouf'wben God Almighty 
has placed his edict between them and the oon- 
Bummation of a contract? Are they to be fined 
and crushed out because the Postmaster General 
has not time or inclination to attend to the matter? 
Is that the justice of the American Senate ? It 
strikes me not. All t^t these men ask is fair 
ptay; they are willing to be fined when they are 
in default; but they are not willing to be fined 
$500 for not delivering the mail wImu there was 
anicebei^betweenthemandthepostoffice. They 
only sdc that tbePoatmaster General be permittra 
to take up and examine the proofs, and determiae 
what justice reijuirea that they should do. If 
they have been found deficient, the Postmaster 
General will so decide. If they have been fined 
nnjuatly, every Senator must desire that the fines 
•hall be remitted. What more is there in the 
amendment? Will you close the accounts of an 
out-^oing Administration against them, aj\d say 
justice shall not be done ? 

One word to my friend from I^ouisiana. He 
sajrs this is atnui^ l e gislation. It has bean the 
legislation ever since Ihave been in the Senate. 
Where is the case of Qlover? Where is the ease 
of Bhtnchard? When is the ease of a dozen 
others precisely of the same character, coming 
here and asking for a review ? Tliat ia all that is 
asked here. It has been allowed in one or more 
eases at every session since I have been here. 
These men have no remedy but in Congress. 
They cannot get the Postmaster General to open 
their accounts and examine them, though I know 
he has promised to aoit,bulhesaysthe want of 
time ami the pieas of business prevent. He is 
to go out of office, and his successor is to come 
in, and to aay " This ia foredosed against me. " , 
What injuauceis to be done to the wvernment? 
The amendment only gives the parties a fair bear- 
ing and showing on the testimony which haa been 
brought here since the fines were entered against 
them. They have had no chance of having their 
testimony acted upon. Will you exclude them 
from the power of defending themselves against 
exorbitant and uDbeard-of uies, and againat the 
moat cruel and unnatural Justice ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mf. President. I cannot 
yield to these appeals. I happen to know some- 
thing about this matter. It has been a source of 

treat interest to me ever sinceJ have been in the 
enate. I know a great deal about the facts of 
the case that has not yet been stated, aad I ftel 
iodined to state what 1 do know. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Stateallyoukoow; 
let us hear it. 
Mr. BBQtJAUIN. Ths Sdoaten who bar* 



addressed the Senate in behalf of these contract- 
ors are right in one statement: are right in 
saying: that the present Postmaster General has 
never oeen willing in good faith to execute the 
commands of Congress u]>on this subject. Again 
and again did we succeed in passing aets through 
Congress ordering that officer to put a daily mail 
upon the Mississippi river. Again and again did 
he refuse to execute our orders; and finally, with 
cool impudence, reported to the Senate of the 
United slates, when a^ed why ha did DOt^bey 
his orders, that he thought it would cost too mucn 
money ! It did not cost too much iQM|T when 
we spent half millions and millions oHHutrs per 
annum to carry the mail upon the ocean between 
this country and foreign countries. Itdid not cost 
too much money to pay hundreds and tens of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars lipon the nil- 
roads of the country for lUmishing the mail to the 
citizens who lived on laitroad lines. But the Post- 
master General told us that he could not afford, 
or that Coureas ought not to afford, to pay the 
money of the people for carrying mails for Uie 
inliabitants of the Mississippi viuley until they 
became connected with some great route of travel I 
They were on an accessory route of travel; the 
people west of the Alleghanies had no right to 
independent facilities for postal communications; 
and he was waiting, before he would obey the 
orders of Congress, until they should acqiure suf- 
ficient importance, by connection with some rail- 
road route, to justifv him in expending money 
for carrying the mail for then. That is what the 
Postmaster Oenrfal did. • 

Well, sir, by dint of repeated orders, and by 
no faint threats of impeachment, finally be did 
publish an advertisement asking for proposals to 
carry this mail. What then? It was intended 
by those who bad advocated this line of commu- 
nication for the West, that we shoald have a line 
of daily mail passenger packets on the Mlasiasippi 
river. That was stated to be the object. We all 
knew that the commerce and navigation of the 
West were amply sufficient, in point of magni- 
tude, to require such facilities. The Postmaster 
General advertised for his contract, and men 
began to sean the words and letters in Ute adver- 
tisement, and see if there were any means of taking 
that contract and carrying it out in the letter, 
but evading the spirit, so as to disappoint the just 
expectation of those who, year after year, bad 
spent their enei^es in endeavoring to establish 
this line of communication; and wnat wAs the 
result? A bid was made to carry this mail for a 
little over 1300,000. 

What is the complaint now ? That bid was 
made by men who did not own a boat; and they 
come here and comptain to ns of oombioations 
of steamboat owners sgainst them. That is to 
say, when the men who had the means of carry- 
ing out the contract to its very letter, and in ac- 
cordance with its true spirit, came forward and 
offered, for a reasonable remaneration, to do this 
service, these speculative bidders came in- and 
offered to do it for half price. They had not a 
boat; and the complaintnow is, that toe men from 
whom they got the contract have formed eomiy- 
nations against them. 

What IS the meaning of this? The men who 
owned the boats could have carried out the con- 
tract; butit required double thepay that the Post- 
master Gteneral was willing to gtva. He was aim- 
ing at this penny-wise and potmd-feoUsh economy. 
He was aiming at being enabled to carry his 
budget before Congress everv year with a state- 
ment that the revenues of the Department had 
equaled the expenditures. Congress did not 
choose to sustain him in that line of poliejr, and 
be made up his mind that he would carry it oat 
in despite of Congress. 

In carrying out nis line of policy in opposition 
to ours, he so fiamed bis contract as to enable 
these men to get it athalf its true vttlue; and what 
haa been the result^ First, taking a contract 
from the boat owners who could have carried it 
out, taking it at half price, they went to work to 
hire boats through the West. The owners of 
those boats said, " No; we do not want to hire 
you our boats; if anyUiiog ia to be made out of 
the Govenunent by boat contracts, we will do it 
ourselves; yoa bid against us; carry out your 
Gontnst^ w» vill not lend oar bo«ta,iD do lo." 



WlAn the boatownen answered thus, these m^o 
felt cut off from the profits promised to them in 
speculation. Now, that they have failed in tb^ir 
contract in almost every point, the proposition ia 
to relieve them from their fines, for tnat is the 
amount of it, to reverse the decisions of the prre^n t 
Postmaster Generd, who has fined them for their 
failures, and to leave it again to freah operationj 
upon thia aubject io the hands of the new Poat- 
master General, whoever he may be. In orde% 
to get Senators to vote for this proposition, an 
appeal is made to our sense of jusuce; we are 
told that there is a combinaUoa boat-ownii^ 
interests against these innocent contractors — in- 
nocent contractors who promised to convey thi# 
mail when they did not own a boat — innocent 
contractors who undertook to come in and cutout 
the owners of the boau from the legitimate fruits 
of their own industry, and of their ovn capital, 
and who afterwards have become disappointed in 
the speculation that they promised themselves — 
innocent contnctois who have suffered fines, as 
we are told by the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to the amount 
of ^50,000 — innocent contractors who by the aa 
of Gh>d have really incurred penalties to the 
amount of |I50,0p0 ! 

Well, sir, the men who offered to Uke the con- 
tract at.double this price knew the risk, and they 
doubled the bid borause Ibey knew the risk. 
Now we ere told that the preMot Postmaster 
General refuses to hear these men. Why, sir, of 
two thing^, one is evident: either he has decided 
the question, or he has not. If he has decided 
the question, 'we are asked under ibis state of 
facts to reverse the settled policy of the Goventr 
ment upon an appropriation bill; to upset every- 
thing that has ever hitherto been reearded as 
settled in the administration of the Executive 
Departments; to allow the incoming Postmaster 
General to revise and reverse the act of his pre- 
decessor; or, if the present Postmaster General 
has not decided this case, there is oo necessity 
for the amendment. Why do we want the amend- 
ment, unless the present Postmaster General has 
decided i Is the complaint that he has decided 
without examining the proof? Let that complaint 
be made to iha Presidentof the United States; he 
is the chief of the executive department; and let 
him order his siibOTdinale to examine tbe prooft 
in the case. 

What are gentlemen comiiw here for ? What 
canwe knowof this matur? Have we the proofs 
before us? Is there any communieatioa from 
anybody except these private cbtiinanu, who 
represent their case as beat suits their ioteresta? 
Is there anything here which satisfies us that we 
ought to interfere io this matter? 1 think there 
is not, I hope these fines will be inflicted and 
recovered. If these men suffer, let them impute 
the blame to their own rashness and eogenieas 
for n«ed ; it ia not our fault; but let not the people 
of the valley of the Mississippi be putiishedby 
this constant shuffling in our policy. Let us 
make our line of policy clear, rigid, and severe. 
Then, when men come forward to take contracts 
amounting to half a million of dollars per annum, 
they will count tbe cost before they make the 
bids. « 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall not detain the Senate 
more than a fhw momenta on this amendment. I 
understand that, in accordance with the regolo* 
tions of the Department, whenever a msil con- 
tractor fails to deliver the mail within the sched- 
ule time, it becomes the duty of the postmaster 
at that point to report tbe fact to the Fostaiaster 
General, and a clerk under the regulation at once 
enure np tbe r^lar fine. Under the law, the 
Postmaster Qeoeral has the right, upon applica- 
tion, to consider the circumstances, and if tne 
ure was unavoidable, as by the act of God, or a 
reaaonable excuse can be given to him, he remiu 
the fine. This he is authorized lo do. 

In tbe ease now under consideration I am not 
as conversant with the facts as is my friend from 
Tennessee; bgt I understand that many of these 
fines would be remitted if the excuses of the par- 
ties were heard. As to the merits of the cooiro- 
veray between the conflicting interests oo the 
Mississippi" river, I have nothiugto do wiA them. 
I care nothing about that matter. AUIdeaireis, 
that if then oe a raaaoBablB cxenie fi» any poi- 
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tion of these finest the tneomin^ Poitm aster Qen- 
enil Qiay have tlie opportunity of raSxnmiDing 
them. The committee, upon inTesti^tion, be- 
lieve, not that all the fines were imposed unjustly, 
but that some were imposed where a reasonable 
excuse could be ^ren and hsd been rendered for 
the failure, and that additional excuses and ex- 
planatioDB could begiren to the incoming Admin- 
.stration. Therefore it was that they proposed 
^his amendment authorizing the incomins Post- 
nasterGeneral to reinveati^ts thecase. Where, 
n his opinion, the fines were joit, tfasy will be 
wnfirmed; and where they oognt lo be excused, 
Jte fines will be remitted. That la the whole 
iroposition. 

I understand that cases of this sort have oc- 
curred. Fogs are very fret^uent on the Mlssis- 
lippi river, so dense that it is utterly impossible 
or a steamboat to move. It is sometimes with 
£reftt difficulty that they can get'to the landing. 
Jfienlimes accidents occur, and they are com- 
>elle(] to stop. Very frequently a boat arrives an 
lour after the schedule time at Cairo or New 
Orleans; biftthe postmuter eertifies that the moils 
tfere delivered and distributed to the citizens as 
lOon as they would have been if the boats had 
irrived in time. Would notevery Senator on this 
loor say that was a reasonable excuse ? Yet in 
!very instance of that sort, I understanti, the full 
ine has been imposed. Under such circumstances, 
an any good end be obtained by refusing to 
illow the incoming Postmaster Qencral, who will 
inve no prejudice one way or the other, who has 
lad no controversy on the subject, to investigate 
his matter, and settle it as he thinks proper and 
ight? 

Mr. HUNTER. Ai time is very precious, I 
lope we shall take a vote on this amendment at 

)nce. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall speak for 
>nly a minute. I sympathize, in part, with the 
riews of my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. Benja- 
sis;] but I do not concur with him in the con- 
ilusion at which he arrives a» to the disposition 
ind ability of this company to carry out ttieir 
«nlract in good fatth. It is not pretended by the 
Postmaster General that they have failed in-cor- 
ying out their contract in the delinry of the 
nails. They were not bound to own boats; and 
10 man who knows anything of steamboats on 
he Mississippi river, supposes it to be possible 
o establish a line of boats for daily mail service 
rom Cairo to New Orleans for $600,000, or even 
(6,000,000. No one ever pretended that the con- 
ractors must be the owTters of boats running from 
Vew Orleans to Cairo, and to Cairo alone. It 
akes fourteen boats-, and who pretends that you 
■Ati run fourteen boats a thousand miles, from 
ii^airo to New Orleans, dependent on the trade 
wiween those points, for f300,000, 1600,000, or 
!ven f 1,000,000, for mail service. The contract 
lever specified that. 

The only point is, whether these men carried 
tut the contract as far as they could. They ask 
o be permitted lo show that. I have in my hand 
L memorial, signed by the very best men, mer- 
ihonta, active coumercialmen, in the city of New 
)rjeans, who are very deeply interested in this 
«rvice, saying, upon^heir responsibility, that 
hese contractors have done all in their power to 
Miy out their contntct in good faith and in the 
test possible muoer; bat thatj owing to oUktruc- 
ions of ice and low watei' and fogs, ihey have 
ometimes been unable to deliver uieir mails at 
he schedule time. Is there a man on this floor 
vho will say that if a company fBil8,in a distance 
>f one thousand miles, (for that is the length of 
t,) to deliver the mail within half an hour of the 
«hedule time, it shall for that half-hour's delay 
>e fined? Will any man say that? The proof 
s that they have been fined when they were only 
>ehind time half an hour, sometimes an hour, 
lometimes a day, owing to fogs, low water, and 
ce; and the company simply ask that the account 
bay be opened, and they be permitted to present 
heir proof, showing that wrong has been done 
hem. You cannot get rid of the contract by 
ining them in this way. It does not benefit us. 
It only does great injtiatice to these men^ 1 oan- 
lot for my life see why they should not be heard 
n defense of ohaiges of this dwrscter. 

Mr. HUNTER. I 3un ouiou* to km Iha 



question taken, and I shall not say much. I only 
'wish to say that I am somewhat embarrassed in 
regard to the character of the amendment. It 
seems to be thought by the Senator from Louis- 
iana that this is a private claim. It may l>c in its 
objects and intentions,but,accordingtothe terms 
of the amendment, it merely gives power to adjust 
an account. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask for th« reading of 
the amendment. 
The Seerelary read it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I insh to state what will ba 
conclusive srith me, so fltr as my own vole is 

concerned. I shall rota against the amendment, 
bec^se I am not willing to upset the decision of 
the present Postmaster Cleneml. I am unwilling, 
unless they allege and show that there is new 
matter and new evidence, to allow his decision to 
be reexamined and reversed. If there were any 
new evidence, that might be allied; but I hear 
no alleention of that sort. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish merely to state a 
single fact. In many of the cases of fines, as I 
understand, the present Postmaster General has 
not yet decided, and* the (bar is that he will dedde 
against the parties; and this is a provision for an 
appeal in advance, so that if he aoes decide there 
can be a second chance. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. He has decided 
the fines, and decided against the company. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Decided them all? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Then we Understaiut now 
the nature of the proposition. It is to reverse 
his decision. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I shaU aav but a very few 
■words on this subject, as th« ^notor from Vir- 
ginia is very anxious that we shall soon dispose 
of the bill. The Senator from Louisiana has said 
that if we adopt this amendment, our action will 
be a reversal of the decision of the Department. 
That I think is notaeandid statement of the effect 
of this proposition. It is true the Department has 
decided the case; but this amendment is merely 
that the matter shall be left open for considera- 
tion by a future Postmaster General; that is to 
say, toat a mongrel rule which seems to exist in 
the Department, shall not be so imperative as to' 
become the law of the land, when Uiat rale is 
adopted, not to promote justice, but simply for 
the convenience of the Departments and to escape 
responsibility. The rule in effect is, that no mat- 
ter how unjust may have been*the action of the 
head of a Department, his successor will do noth- 
ing interftinng with his decision. Sir, I have met 
with nothing in the shape of adecision elsewhere, 
for which I have felt so profound a scorn, as when 
I have seen intelligent men presiding in the Ex- 
ecutive Departments take euch a ground as this, 
in regard to a decision made by their predeces- 
sors. There have been repeated opinions of the 
Attorneys General on this very point, showing 
that the heads of Departments have a right to re- 
consider such cases, and in many instances ihev 
have reconsidered. It has been so under this Aa- 
ministration. It was so at the incoming of the 
preceding Administration. It has been so under 
every AdininistraUon that has existed. Thatrudt 
is,tbatwithouttheenactmentof such aprovision 
as that now presented, the full power will still 
exist in the next Administration to consider the 
case unteaa they, too , shall choose to shelter them- 
selves behind a paltry plea, that injustice having 
been done, and having aeoured the sanction of a 
previous Administration, nothing shall be dmw 
to right the wrong. 

I acknowledge that the requests of contractors 
to be released from their fines should not be com- 
plied with without looking closely into the cir- 
cumstances. If the case be as the Senator from 
Louisiana stated it, I hope the Postmaster Gen- 
eral will deal rigidly with these parties, and bind 
them down to a strict fulfillnieatof theeoDtractso 
far as it can possibly be required in aceordanee 
with any spirit offhimoss or common jastice. I 
am inclined to believe, from all the circumstances, 
that these contractors did, by the lowness of th^r 
bid, cut down the service which Congress had oe- 
clared the Missiseippi valley entitled to. I believe 
they come in with a money-making scheme, and 
they bid so low as to make it impossible to com- 
ply with the AiU spirit and inkoiion of the law. 



I think the contractors made their bids so low 
that they could not carry out the conscientious 
and enlarged design of Congress when tt was 
proposed tosapplytheMissiasippivalley. 1 have 
no otjeciion wiuitever to see them dealt sternly 
by. 

There was one portion of the remarks of the 
Senator from Louisiana in which I concur so cor- 
dially that I could not willingly keep silent when 
begaveutterancetothem. I allude to his remaiks 
as to the stubborn spirit with which the Postmas- 
ter Gene rat under tnis Administration has dealt 
with everything west of the mootltains. Fall 
maU bdlities were granted to the elder States of 
the Union years ago. The Postmaster General 
seems nnoble to appreciate the f&ct that the val- 
ley of the Mississippi is not only well populated, 
but teeming with wealth and intelligence. He 
could not appreciate such palpable fitsis as these, 
and has been unable to comprehend the necess^ 
for extending mail service towards these peopli. 
We Are consequently left in the condition of mere 
remonstrants, and now we are reduced from that 
to the part of poor beggars. Thai is the history 
of his administration of the Poet Office Depart- 
ment. Since he came into office, there has been 
no eolarcementin Uie spirit or tntetltsence of the 
man, and no justice in his honor. That is my 
belief, and^ express it before the Senate, and be- 
fore God. His action in this case is a proof to 
me that he would like to crush the men who dared 
to accept the contract for this service when Con- 
gress compelled him against his will to let it. I 
believe he has borne hardly on them by absurd 
and unrighteous decisions, and 1 think the Con- 
gress of the United States ought to interfere. 
Like bis whole action in regard to the general 
subject, his action in this case ought now to be 
disregarded, and receive the condemnation of a 
vote of a want of confidence. Look at his general 
conduct, and look at it in regard to any Aouth- 
westem question connected with his Department. 
When there is any project which is desired by a 
commercial community he can expend raillioaa 
for it. When a proposition is made for the ben- 
efit of the valley of the Mississippi, he says it is 
not a direct line of travel, but is merely an acces- 
sory route, although at least three hundred rail- 
lion dollars' worth of commerce pass annually on 
those waters, and a great number of States are 
interested, and millions of people traverse them 
from year to year. From the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, to Europe, and lo China, you can have 
steam lines. On the lakes you can nave all kinds 
of moil facilities. In the Kast you can have fa- 
cilities in every direction. Any railroad that is 
east of the mountains has no difficulty at all. 
When, however, you come to the valley of the 
Mississippi, wbicfa so many men of enlarged 
mind and siateunanship long ago pronounced 
to be the richest area ior human happiness and 
human advancement, teeming with population, it 
looks to the Postmaster General as a little valley, 
secluded in the mountains, of no importance, and 
he can do nothing for it. Let me give the Scnato 
one instance. I can write a letter to St. Petere- 
burgh, in Russia, and obtain on ansWer as soof» 
as Fcan write to and receive an answer from the 
remote parts of the State of Arkansas. How 
does this happen ? It is fVom the infamous pre- 
tension to facility that the Postmaster General 
contends he has given to that Stale. 

Mr. P^sident, I have not put a foot inside of 
the Poet Office Department for about twelve 
months, or if I have stepped inside its door, it 
was for the purpose of seeing a clerk , and asking 
a question, and never to go near the office of the 
Postmaster General hynself, or the office of either 
of the three Assistant Tostmasters General — not 
that I blame them, but the head of the Depart- 
ment. There is no hope of justice for those who 
live west whilst that Department is held by a man 
who is as stubborn, as stern, and as regardless 
as the present head of that office. I might add 
other words; but I do not wish to say anything 
more severe than I have already said. I knowl 
have not exceeded by a single word my own be- 
lief in regard to the manner in which this Depart- 
ment has been managed. 

I hope the amendment will prevail, not that I 
wish any Postmaster General to deal otherwisa 
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connaction of the pnaeat PwtnuMter Qeoeral 
with this biuiaeM, I ihcndd dudike to have hi* 
decision* regarded by us u eonclusive without 
iaqutrv. If now,wheD th« proposition in made, 
ve refuse to seree to it, U looks aa if we de- 
termined that nis decision ahoalil be considered 
as m judicata, and a ftiture Administfatton aboatd 
not consider the subject at all. I think it would 
be unfortunate if the Senate should now reject 
ths amendment which merely allows a fUture offi- 
cer to consider the facta and ths causes of feilure 
in detail. Truth and awant of confidence in the 
justice of the present Postmaster General compel 
me to Bar that I sincerelv hope this amendment, 
which allows the next Adminwtiation to consider 
the case, will be adopted by the Senate on this 
Dccanon. 

Mr.BATARD. IiAaUTOteagaiBatthiiamend- 
ment, and vote against it beeaase I think it is the 
most dangerous precedent that can possibly be 
en, in reference to an appropriation nill. Your 
post o£Sce system is a lai^ system. Uriderit 
you are necessarily oblieed to confide to the Post- 
maater General the right of enforcing the per- 
formauea of contracts by the cootrectors. In view 
of all the varied, conflicting interests with which 
he has to deal, in the course of the arrangement 
of different routes throughout the United States, 
the power of fining is Mwoiutely neftssary. It 
must of necessity be a diicretionarr power; that 
is, if the contract is not performea, the fine fbU 
lows; butinthe discretion of the executive officer, 
the party may be relieved (torn the fine, if eiream- 
stances are brought before him to justify it. 

What is the object of this amendment? It is 
to arraign the conduct of the Postmaster General 
ia the exercise of his discretion as to a particular 
contract; arraign him without hearing htm; and 
determine beforehand that he has decided and 
fined unjustly. If you set th{it precedent in one 
ease, do you not know enough of the interests 
involved in these private cootFaeta with the Pott 
Ofllce Department, to know what Uie result will 
be ? In every case in which there are any serious 
fines, an ex parte statement is easily made to the 
Senator of the State, or to some other member of 
the body, and he comfs here and asks you to 
have a re^amination of the case. In other 
words, the administrative power of the Postmaster 
Generid is entirety set aside, and Congress them- 
selves undertake to interfere in the deuils of ad- 
ministration. That ia the result of this amend- 
ment^ if once adopted. It will not stop here. 
You will have eonatant umlieations of the same 
kind. 

I do not mean to say that there is no class of 
cases where, if a Postmaster General has com- 
mitted wrongs or injuries to an individual in the 
course of the administration of his oilice, and that 
&ct is fully and fairly made out to me on a pri- 
vate application, disconnected with the general 
public af^jropriation bill, I may not be willing to 
.authorize hie successor to reexamine and adjust 
die account; but I do hold, contrary to the hon- 
onU)le Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Jobksoh,] 
dial if there ia a rale necessary in this Govern-^ 
ment, it is that the decisions at one Postmaster 
General on the subject of fines cannot be reversed 
by his successor withonta special act of ^ongress 
for the purpose. Where would be the end of it? 
In the Reeside case, what was the basis of the 
claim? That Mr. Kendall, as Postmaster Gen- 
eral, had assumed the right to reverse hisprede- 
eesior's decision, and (usallow allowances tbat 
had been previously made. If the rule is to- work 
at al), it must work both ways. The very basis 
on which that claim rested was^ that Mr. Barry 'a 
allowance^ having been ieg^ly made by him, Mr, 
Kendall, on commg into power oifterwards, ought 
not to have undertaken to review them. There 
would be no end to the abuse of discretion in that 
war, if such a power were admitted. You may 
go pack for fire, ten, or twenty years, in order to 
rip up the accounts of contractors; you may go 
back, OS you have done with your revolutionary 
claims, until the memory of man can knownothing 
about them, and satisfactory evidence is evaded, 
and then an ex parte statement will do instead of 
proof, for drawing money out of the Treasury for 
private parposca. That is the result, if you set 
the precedent Uiat Connen, on an approjiriation 
Mil, wiihoat one paitids of efidenee Mfore you 



other than mere allentions of Senators, (indulged 
in this ease no donbt in good faith,) will under- 
take to reverse a decision of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. 

Senat(»s have sastaiiied the amendment by^a 
moat bitter and sarcastic attack on the conduct 
of iba Postmaster Qeneral; not in refhrence to 
this particular case, founded on facts, but as to 
his general management and course of action in 
reference to the tratwporlation of the msUson the 
Mississippi river. With the instice of these at- 
tacks this propoaition has nothii^ to do. They 
cannot either aid or enforce it in any way what- 
ever. If he took an erroneous view of his duty, 
in regard to the necessity of transporting the mails 
on the Mississippi river — if he disobeyed the 
orders of Congress in reference to it, that is a dis- 
tinct question altogether. It has nothing to do 
with whether he perfbimed his undoubted duties 
li^tlyinreferencetothefininginthiscase. That 
is strictly an executive duty; and I hold that, if 
Uie party desires to revise the performance of that 
exseutive duty, he should come before you with 
his private bul; let him show his items and his 
circumstances ; let him satisfy a committee of the 
Senate tbat injustice has been done. Then, and 
then only, will be the proper time to authorize a 
revision of the Acepunts. The representations of 
the proper officer as to the facu of the case, and 
the reasons why he has not remitted the fines im- 
posed by law for the non^rfonoanoe of the con- 
tract, are utterly unknown to you; and yet you 
undertake to make a prtnui /sei« condemnation of 
him by inserting this clause in an tppropriaiion 
bill'. Sir, if such a course as that be pursued — if 
this precedent be established and followed out, you 
will seek in vain for any man fit to fill the office 
of Postmaster General who will place himself in 
a position to be assailed where he is defenseless 
and unheard. How much magnanimity there is 
in assailing a man under such circumstances, when 
he is about to resign the (^ce which he has oeou- 
pied , I leave for othsri to say. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If the Senator thinks it is 
wanting in magnanimity, let him take up the cose 
himself and defend the officer. He is most wel- 
come to do so. I certainly shall not complain, 

Mr. BAYARD. I did not yield th« floor to the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas. He did not 
ask me to yield the floor to him for an explana- 
tion. 1 was expressing my opinions, I bad not 
yielded the floor. I say that, in my judgment, 
whatever might be my opinions of an executive 
officer of the Government — whatevermight bemy 
opinions of his course, even where operating on 
my constituents, as to matters having no connec- 
tion with the particular question of the exercise 
of his right, I, at least, would not feel myself 
called upon to assail him in reference to them 
just at the lime he was oboutao relinquish his 
office. I seek notto condemn the honorable Sen- 
ator from Arkansas. He takes his views of his 
duties; I take my own. All these matters rest in 
opinion, I think I have a right to express my 
opinion. I should not consider, at least as regards 
mvaelf, that I was treating an officer with what I 
eaJl magnanimity, if I should aaiai) him under 
these circumstances. The Senator takes a differ- 
ent view. He may have stron^r grounds. I 
have no cause of complaint against the Postmas- 
ter Qeneral. I may have had, and I have had, 
in reference to other officers connected with the 
executive department of the Govemmefil; yet I 
think no man has ever beard me on this floor un- 
dertake to assail executive officers of the Govern- 
ment in time that is past, or more especially now 
when they are about to resign the office which 
they hold. I have, therefore, given the evidence 
practically myself of what I conrider is the true 
rule of action. I adverted to it more for the pur- 
pose of showing tbat it has no relation to the 
question of the propriety of passing this omend- 
ment. No matter whether he has been unjust or 
not — no matter whether he has been prejudiced 
against carrying the mails there or not — that is 
not the question. The question ia, whether, in 
the exercise of the high power of remitting flnes 
under a particular contract, he haa done injustice 
to the party, or not. 1 say, if you place on a gen- 
erAl appropriation bill danses like this, authoriz- 
ing the successor of each Postmaster General to 
levise his action si to the ^xeenUve authority to 



ramit fines, there will be no and to fbe evils that 
will flow from it. One precedent will follow 
another, until you will get no man to place him- 
self in a position to be so assailed, arising out of 
the various duties he has to perfonn, which neces- 
sarily bring him into collision with the interests 
and passions of the various individuals with whom 
he has to deal. No man would take an office of 
that kind to encounter such responsibilities under 
such circumstances. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not think it is at all neces- 
sary either to assail or to defend the Postmaster 
General in connection with this plain proposition, 
or to call in question his acts except so far as they 
may bear on the point presented by the amend- 
ment. It strikes me that a very fbw words will 
show the honorable Senator from Delaware that 
.he is mistaken, and that he has aaramed the 
wrong side of this question. 

Here are certun mail contractors fined in the 
sum of 1150,000 for a non-compliance with their 
contract. Does he not know that those fines are 
imposed ex parte, upon the statement of any post- 
master who chooses to make a statement that tlw 
mail has fhiled f 

Mr. BAYARD, Certainly. 

Mr. RUSK. Does he not know that no posn- 
ble damwe has resulted or can result to the pub- 
lic from The failure to deliver a mail within two 
hours from the time spseified, and yet in sudt a 
ease a fine is iropoaea i Tbat is a rale of the 
Department. 

Mr. BAYARD. Does not the head of the De- 
partment investigate that? Is it merely the fimn 
of a fine imposed on the representatioaa of a 
postmaster without exomination ? 

Mr. RUSK. I will get to that, and state it all. 
If there is a failure of two hours, which does not 
damage the public service, and which can be ac- 
counted for, and the postmaster at either ettd of 
the route notifies that fltilure to the PommaMer 
Goneral, a fine is imposed. The Postmaster G«>- 
eral has a riglit, and it is hb duty, to imiit fines 
when the contractor comes foiwud with his tes- 
timony, and shows that the fiulure did not result 
in any damage to the public service, or tbat it was 
impossible for him, W some accident, to fatfiU 
the conttact. Is not that so ? If a contractor ia 
Oregon or on the Mississippi river should fail for 
one or two years in presenting his proof, and 
finally came forward with positive proof, that by 
reason of some sufficient legal excuse he was mi- 
able to perform the service, would it not be the 
duty of Uie Postmaster General 'then to take up 
the ease and remit the fine? 

Mr. BAYARD. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 ask for that authority here. 

Mr.BAYARD. Thatisso,withoutanyfurther 
legislation, 

Mr. RUSK. Then that is the monstrous dan- 
ger there is io opening the accounts ! 

Mr. BAYARD, ifot at all. 

Mr. RUSK. Bat there the power exists be- 
yond all doubt, and this provision is but a reaf- 
firmance of that power. Now, what is the stsie 
of affairs here? These man have been fined, as 
a matter of course, without a hearing; and they 
come forward with testimony to show that the 
fines ought to be remitted. The Postmaster Qen- 
eral closes the case upon them, and goes oot 
office. Aa a mere matter of etiquette and polite- 
ness th the officer who has gone out of office, the 
new Postmaster General will not take it up and 
consider it. That is the rule of the Departmem, 
and a very wrong rule it ia. The Senator has ad- 
mitted the law and the right. 

Mr. BAYARD. Do I understand the Senator 
to say, that if theae fines are imposed without a 
hearing, they are not afterwards examinable by 
a subsequent Postmaster General, but are treated 
as if the eases had been passed upon by the Post- 
master General after a hearing? The class of 
cases to which I referred, where, I supposed, a 
Bubsequent Poftmaster General has no authority 
to revise a previous decision, is where there has 
been a hearing beforS the Postmaster General; and 
in the exercise of the discretion vested in him he 
has refhsed to remit the fines. In-such a cose I 
hold that there la no authority in his successor, 
without special legislation, to revise the deeiswn; 
but, without any legisbtiou atall,! cannotdonht 
that when there has never been a hearing (tir the 
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purpoH oP%BC«rtunu>g whether the &ne waa nn- 
poaed jaatiy or not, the sttCceMor haa a right to 
exainiiia the caae. 

Mr. RUSE. The Senator from TeoBOMee 
stated wbM is the fact, that he and myself went 
to the Postmaster General on tiie subject. We 
told him we had cOme up the MisMMippi river, 
and were both apprised of the escertiona of the 
company that wasted tht» contract at (600,000 to 
break down these men, and drive them oat of the 
way. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from 
Texas be kind enough to ^ve ua an idea of tfhat 
he meaiM by the ownera m boats breaking down 
theae contraclora? How cooid they break then 
down? 

Mr. RITSE. There are half a dozen ways io 
which it could be done. 

Mr. QENJAMIN. If these contractors had 
the means of carrying out their contract, how 
could other people's boats prevent them firem 
doing so, ano break them down? 

Mr. RUSK. Are there any two men on the 
Mississippi river who have enough boats to carry 
out a contract? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There were men havinr 
a number of boats, and ready (o pmrchaae a suf- 
ficient number of boats on the spot, to carry oat 
a contract for this service. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will answer the 
Senator from Louisiana, with the permission of 
the Senator (Vom Texas. I can tell him how they 
expected and how they attempted to breakdown 
these contractors. A conuany from Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, ana St. Louis, combinra 
together; io connection with the Central nilroad 
oflllinDia, to bid |600,000. These men under- 
bid them. They intended to carry the mail pre- 
cisely as these gentlemen are earrying it, accord- 
ing to the contract. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In their own boats ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Not in their own 
boaU; they never owned fourteen boats. Now I 
will show how the attempt was made to break 
them down. These vety men had a controlling 
steamboat influence; and as soon as the contract 
waa awarded to a planter of Arkansas, (Mr. 
Qatnes,^ they held a meeting of steamboat men 
in the city of New Orleans, and passed a resolu- 
tion that they would not carry the mail unless )w 
would payMOOiOOO, which was more than he was 

eng. That ia the way they undertake to break 
down. 

Mr. HUNTER. This discussion convinces 
me that this is a private claim. I think we had 
better raiue the question of order. 
Several SsKAToai. Let us vote. 
Mr. HUNTER. If gentlemen are willing to 
vote, 1 will not raise the question of order. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am willing that the vote 
shall be taken; but I feel it due to the Postmaster 
Generad, who is a Pennsylvanian, to say a word 
on this aulgect. I am indined to vote for diia 
amendment on the ground that the Postmaster 
Qeneral has not reviewed and considered the ap- 
plication of these gentlemen, and on the ground 
that the incoming Postmaster Qeneral will, ac- 
cording; to the practice of the Department, rafbse 
to eonaider their application. * 

Mr. BENJAMIN, if the Senator wiU permit 
me, 1 wish to put a question, because 1 fitid con- 
tradictory statements every five minutes. Has 
the Postmaster General revised these fines or not ' 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I anderstand he has not 
had time to do it. - 

Mr. JONES, ofTeo w ea. Allow me to answer 
the question, for I know personally how the case 
stands. Fines were imposed on Patterson and 
Braatuui. The contractor* came here to get a set- 
tlement for the last quarteri they waited here two 
week«, and wheil tney saw what fines were im- 
poMd they asked the Postmaster Genenl to allow 
them ten days' time to go and getpioof to show 
that injustice was done th^. That proof has 
brought here, but ti, i>o«tmaMer General 
has refused to exsmine j't, ^ 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Jj, decided upon the 
^«aUon of romirtiDf/yier' ' 



Mr.JONflS,o/-ftfli,5^f He imposed the 



fine. 

Mr. BENJAlf/iV: 




Mr. JONES, of TenMie. He nftises 

conuder it at all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN Then the next Foatmai 
General can do it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. He would refi 
to consider the testimony. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It then appeara that 
Postmaster Qeneral has not considered this api 
cation. Why, I do not know. Probably he 1 
tery good reasons for this coune. Pernsps 
has not had time. I am not to assign an i 
propermotive to the PoatoiasterChneral. On 
ground that Uiese gendemen may be deprived 
a hearirac, I feel inclined to vote for this ame: 
moau They ought to have a hsarii^. Tl 
have a right to a hearing under the exisung lai 
and the courtesy which may prevail in the 1 
partment when a new Postmaster General cor 
in ought not to prevent that bearing. 

Now, one word in r^ard to the Bu^;estioni 
my honorable friend nora Arkahsas. I kn 
his generous nature. He ia a little impulsive 
be mire, but honest and brave. I think upon 
flection he will conclude that he has gpone a It 
too far in his remarks respecting the out-go 
Postmaster Oeneral. It is well known that eoi 
dential relations'between the Postmaster Gene 
and myself have not been very great; yet I m 
do him the justice to iuiy , that his conduct as Vl 
master Genera] will compare favorably with t 
of his predecessors. lie has exceeded my i 
pectations. He came here wiUiout experien 
but his integrity as Postmaster General rema 
untouched, and he goes out, I think, with cona 
erable credit. 

Mr. BIGLER. As a member of the Comn 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roada I hav 
few words to say— — 

Mr. HUNTSfiL I most raise the qoortion 
order. I find the debate is to co on. 

Mr. BIGLER. I h(^ the Senator from \ 
ginia will indn^ me in a very few remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pre Umpm. The Sena 
from Penosylvaiiia (Mr. Biolbr] is entitled 
the floor, unless the Senator firom Virginia ri 
to a question of order. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think this is a priv 
daim. I sse we shall discuss it all day. I w 
to have a decision of that point. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Chair decide it oat 
order I shall fbrbeor. • 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sena 
ftom Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor; I 
the Senator from Virginia raises a question 
order. The question, I understand, is, that t 
ia a private claim, and therefore not tulmisBi 
under the rulea. The Chair decides that it is i 
a private claim. The Chair conaiders that it 
one which may affect materially the public a 
vice in the culjustoient of queations between ci 
tractors and the Government. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. IshaUhave totakean> 
peal finm that deoiaion, very rdoctontly, becai 
there are a number of other claims on this b 
and we must decide this question one way or 
other definitively. I ask that the amendment 
read; and I wilLsay a word on the appeal, i 
submit it to the Senate. 

The Secretary read the amendmeBt; which it 
insert! 

MhtUfmOm cnscM, That die Foatnuater Ge» 
be, ud be ta beiebr, suthorised to roViBBitBa and Btfjnw 
aaeaUODi arUsg oat of floe* Impaaed upon the cOBtnc 
vat cairyiiv iba aulto upon tbs Hiaaiaa^ river. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. . That amendment states 1 
fines have bean Imposed on the contractors fore 
ryine die mails. No public service is requi: 
by the amendment to be done; no public inter 
whatever is involved; on the face of the amei 
ment not a solitary individual in the nation 
interested except the contractor*. It is not 
the ptnrpose or subserving any poUic intert 
The proposition is siraplythat the nextPostmaa 
General shall have it in his power to relieve th) 
contractors from dieir fines. I diink if the Pr 
id«it bad wen the words of the^mendment 
eonld not poasiblf have decided uat it is a put 
matter, or that it la anything else than a priv 
claim. I eannotconceive a public interest invoh 
in it at all. Individuals complain that they ht 



been improperly fined; and they oak Cuin-i 
to poM a h« to nttm diun by a prDvision Md 
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erred; I certainly differed irith him often, not 
only in reference to special mattera, but I have 
fell, with r»ard to the gentral management of 
the Poet Office Department, ha wai too much 
incliDcd to economy. I should hare preferred to 
tee him expend a much lari^r ram of money in 
giving the people mail facilities. Such policy 
would have possibly been the best use that could 
be made of the surplus funds of which we have 
heard so much. I simply rise for the purpose of 
saying to my friend from ArkanAas, that t can- 
not sit here, and listen to his severe personal im- 
pal^ons,aa I anderatand them* upon the Poet- 
master Qerieral, withool repeOing them as unjost 
and unnecessary. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the gentleman allow 
me one word ? From the remark made by him 
it would be implied that I had charged the Post- 
master General with a want of integrity, or With 
dishonesty or dishonor. 1 bare not charged him 
with either, nor in the course of any part of my 
remarks can that be found. I charged him dis- 
tinetty with imustice and with a vant of any en- 
la^d Tiew of his duty, or any clear or just con- 
ception of the rights and tlie wants of inc people 
whose interests were confided to his hands. XJiat 
is my chai^, and I beticTe it to be just. 

Mr. BIOLER. The Senator has modified his 
remarks, and they may not warrant the inference 
vhich I made. He only makes the allegntion of 
injustice, as a consequence. That is a matter of 
opinion, and does not amount to an allegation of 
wrong. With these remarks, I leave the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. BRIGHT eallcd for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. I shall feel constrained, on 
the yeas and nays being called, to vote against 
this amendment; and I wish to slate, in a few 
words, the reason for doing so. I know that, 
within the borders of my own State, great public 
inconvenience hat been felt from this system of 
underbidding for mail contracts. There was a 
contract, I know, for supplying an important mail 
to one of the principal cities of the South, (Appa- 
lachicola,) which was let out three different times 
to under-bidders, who were notoriously unable 
to perform the contract, and who came here ap- 
plying for a remission of the fines imposed on 
them. I am well convinced, from my own brief 
experience, thatotbe only way we can possibly 
enforce the proper transmission of the mails is to 
hold the contractors firmly up lo their contracts, 
and not remit them, unless they make a clear 
allowing. My friend from Texas has shown that 
the Postmaster General has, and does, exercise 
the, power of remitting penalties, on a fair show- 
ing that the contractor has been unable to perform 
his contract, through the act of God or unavoid- 
able accidents. I do not know but thai the Post- 
master General, in this identical case, has taken 
mp all these considerations and remitted portions 
of the penalties. Whether he has or not, at all 
evcnu, until the parties who have suffered the in- 
justice come here and present a case on which we 
can act, I shall feel constrained, from motives of 

fublic policy, to vote against this amendment as 
would if it occurred in my own State. I know 
the only way we can possibly have the mails 
carried correctly is by holding parties to their 
contracu. 

Mr. SLID&LL. I did not intend to make any 
remarks on this subject; but inasmuch as the 
action of the Postmaster Ckneral, in his official 
cbaraeler, has been made the^bjeet of attack on 
theoneudeiBnd commendation on theotber,and 
I mean to vote against tbis amendment giving 
an appeal to his successor, I desire to say a few 
words. In relation to his whole conduct on the 
subject of the Mississippi river mail, I do not al- 
low the justice of the eulogiiim passed upo>n him 
hy the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bioler.] 
who says he has always been actuated by high, 
Just,and honorable principles. I wish to put my 
disclaimer upon the record. I do not want to 
make any particular attack on the Postmastfr 
General ; but in my own experience I have had 
reason to know, or to have the firmest conviction, 
that he has not acted upon the principlea claimed 
for hioLby the Senator from Pennsylvania. That 
is all I have to say. 

Mr. RUSE. I di^ke to protraot ths debate, 



but I must say a word. We are about now — 
'Home from commendation of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and some against him, some because they 
have had mail contracts in different sections of the 
country taken by irresponsible eontfactors, and 
I not carried out,and some iVom Tarious motives — 
to vote down on amendment which simply author- 
izes these men to come forward, as everybody 
admiu they have a right to do, if they be not pre- 
cluded by the etiquette of the Departments, and 
show that they were entitled to have these fines 
remitted. It is not taking money out of Che public 
Treasury; bat it is taxing money out of the 

Sockets of these contractors, and they say they 
ave performed the service. What will be the 
result of rneeting the amendment? You refuse 
to permit toese men to go before the incoming 
Postmaster General, state their whole ease, bring 
forward their testimony, and have their fines re- 
mitted, if they present proper testimony, but you 
impose on them the necessity of coming before 
Congress; and if they come before Congress, and 
show what they will be bound to show before the 
PoatmasterGeneral, Congress would be unjust if 
it did not remit the fine. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Allow me to ask 
the Senator from Texas a question. Will be state 
whether he has uiy iofonnation in h is poasessioo, 
or knows of his own knowledge, that tho Post- 
master General has refused to hear evidence that 
the failures were produced by circumstances 
beyond the control of these contractors — such as 
ice, fo^, and storms? 

Mr-imSK. The extent to which I can answer 
that question of my own knowledge is this; I 
went, as the Senator from Tennessee has stated, 
with that Senator to the Postmaster General. 
These contractors called on me as I came up the 
Mississippi river. We had a difficulty in getting 
up, Id consequence of low water. I eame up on 
one of their boats. The Senator from MissisMppi 
came up with us; they did the best they could, 
and did remarkably well. Some boats of the 
six-hundred -thousand -dollar-bid gentleman were 
sticking on the bar below Mempnta; we passed 
them in the night. I went, at the instapce of the 
Senator from Tennessee, with him to the Post 
Office Department. The Postmaster Ckneral said 
the papers respecting the fines imposed on the 
reports of the postm^^ers were not made out, but 
as soon as they were made up he would notify 
the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Jomil and 
myself, and we could go up. I staled thati had 
come up on the boats, and seen the performance 
of one trip. I have not been notified to attend 
the Department since; but one momine, some 
week or two afler the visit I have mentioned , when 
I was at the Department, 1 was told that the Post- 
master General had disposed of the cose. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I am notre«dy tovote in this 
ease to make it an exception to every other case 
arising under the existing law. Tne course of 
business is under the law. If the Postmaster Gen- 
era] impose a fine where ^ere has been a failure, 
the party fined has a right to a hearing afterwards 
for the remission of that fine; and ii^he has had 
a hearing, and the Postmaster General has decided 
that he is not entitled to a remission, then it is 
closed before himself,and before a successor, ex- 
cept where he can present new testimony such as 
would justify a new haaringof a case in n court 
of chancery. That is the rule that prevails In all 
the Departments. 

In this present case it seems to me, from the 
statements here, that the contractors have had 
unusual difficulties to contend with, arising from 
a competition between them and others with 
regard to this mail service. There may have 
arisen out of that grounds upon which, in con- 
nection with further proof, a further hearing may 
be properly had upon those fines which have not 
been definitively passed upon by the PoMmuter 
General. If in any case proof has been ofiered 
'■ to him, and the question has been left for decision 
I — if he has refused to hear for want of time, or 
I for any other ^use — either he himself, or his 
I successor, wouiQ have an undoubted right to bev 
' and to decide afterwards. It is important in the 
Departments tliat this rule should be carried out 
, in all cases, and it is carried out in all cases, and 
i without it there would l>e no security to the public; 
I bat for all time after points had been decided in 



fiiTor of the Government against the ftayment of 
money, there might be application after applica- 
tion, and the Treasury be ooen to be plundered 
'indefinitely in the fiuare, wnereas, if there is a 
decision in favor of the party, and Ute money is 
once paid, it cannot be reclaimed. It is indis- 
pens»}|y necessary to the administration of the 
Departments that this rule, which has been rec- 
ognized by I he Supreme Court, should be adhered 
to; and if relief is necessary in a case that cannot 
be brought within the rules of the Department for 
relief, the party ought to apply to Congress. 

These parties may be entitled to relief; and if 
a case has been made before Congress in advance 
entitling them to relief, it is of course for Con- 
gress to determine whether relief sball be eranled 
in advance; but I am m deeply convinoed of ihs 
necessity of adhering to these rules in the adnda- 
istration of the Department^ Uiat I eanno^ consat 
to this proposition. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennesse^ I wish to say a 
word by way of reply to the interrogatory of my 
colleague [Mr. Bbil] addressed to the Senator 
from Texas, FMr. Rcik.] If I understood his 
(question, ^e desired to know whether any addi- 
tional testimony had been presented after the im- 
position of these fines, which had not been con- 
sidered. Thatisthequeatioa. 

At the end of the last quarter the pn^r clerk 
in the Post Office Department made up the aecouat 
of this company. When Mr. Brannan and Mr. 
Patterson came here, they examined the account 
and found what they alleged to be exorbitant 
fines against them, and they asked the Postmaster 
(General to allow them time to go home and send 
to New Orleans for the active partner there, and 
bring up the proofs as to the failures. That was 
accorded to tbem. The agent came on and 
brought the proofs with him, and they wen filed 
ib the Department. A few days thereafter, the 
Senator from Texas and myself wept to tbe Post 
Office Department, and called upon Mr. Campbell, 
and asked him when he would take up that case 
and consider the fines which had been imposed. 
He said as soon as tbe papers were made out be 
would do it, and he would notify us as soon as 
they were made out. We waited about ten days, 
these gentlemen remaining here during the time. 
Hearing nothing from the Postmaster General, 
we addresaed him a note calling his attention to 
his promise to us to have tbe papers made oat 
speedily, and notify us, in order that these gentle- 
.men might have a hearing and go home; but from 
that time to this we have heard nothing of it. The 

f roofs brought on by tliese gentlemen, so far as 
know, have never been seen by Mr. Campbell, 
though they were filed in his Department. It is to 
obviate thai very difficulty that I ask for relief. 

Mr. MALLORY. I should like to ask my 
friend from Tennessee whether or not the incom- 
ing Postmaster General, whoever he may be, will 
not have tbe power to reinvestigate this case upon 
the presentation of new testimony, without any 
such amendment as is now pending ? And is it 
not usual in the Post Office Department, as in 
other Departments, to reinvestigate a case on the 
presentation of new testimony ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will answer with 
a great deal of pleasure, and answer it byappiml- 
ing to the distmguislied Senator from Vermont, 
rMr. CoLLAMBR^ who ooce presided over that 
Department. I undwstand tluit tbe power does 
exist; nobody can question the power; but that 
sort of courtesy which exists in the Departmenu, 
I think, has usually been applied to the rejection 
' of any claim for a rehearing. The Senator from 
Vermont suggested to me another reason, which 
I think is entitled to high consideration. The 
present Postmaster General settles the queatioa, 
and the incoming Postmaster General cannot 
possibly know on what grounds he has aettled it, 
for there is no record to show it. It is optional 
wid) him; and if he does it, he does it in the dark, 
without leering a record of why or wherefore. I 
grant that the power exists if he chooses to exer- 
cise it; but if he does not choose to do it undfr 
this sort of courtesy, he may refuse to do it for 
the reason that it was settled by his predecessor. 
He cannot know the reasons on whicn bia prede- 
cessor has settled any question. - 

Mr. COLLAMER. 1 will statS the practice 
as to fines. The postmasters at the end of each 
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rouK make a report monthly of the failurea of the 
mail*, if Uiey do sot arrire at the schedule time, 
and state the d ifference between the time of arriTid 
and the schedule time. There is a deportmeDt in 
office which is called the inapection office, at 
the head of which is a clerk, and he has copies 
before him of the contracts. Ha compares the 
returns with the schedules in the contracts, and 
wherever there are failures he enters the fines 
pursuant to the terms of the contract, as a matter 
of coarse. These fines stand, and are quarterly 
returned to the Auditor's office, so as to be chafed 
in the setUement of the accounts. Nothing is 
ever done by the Postmaster Ci«neral; his atten- 
tion is never c^d to it| unless the persons thus 
fined object. Unless they call it up, it stands as 
the reault of the contract, a forfeiturs for failure. 
All fines, which are made on a mere inspection 
of the papers, stand, unless the contractor him- 
self asks the Pcwtmaster Qeneial to remit them 
or reduce them. He produces his testimony; 
and if he ahowa, to the satisfaction of the head of 
the Department, that the failure was unaToidable, 
the fine is remitted, and in that case it is entered 
on the Yecord "remitted." If the application 
should be made to the Postmaster Gfeneral to 
remit, and he; on exsminntioa, did not decide to 
remit, or decided that he would not remit, the 
record would not show anyUiing. As he did not 
conclude to remit the fine, it would stand as it 
was, so that bis successor eomiiv in after him 
f Auld not always tell whether he had passed on 
the subject or not. If he had passed on it &Tor- 
ably, the record would show it. If he had not 
passed on it favorably, it would not show it; he 
would have to resort to parol, as lawyers say, 
and examine the clerk at the bead of the inspeo- 
Uon office, to know how that matter was. When 
the Poetmaster Oeneral has reflised to remit a 
fine, he has passed on that question, and will never 
take it up again unless there is new-discovered 
testimony, and on such occasions he will take it 
up. But sometimes it is difficult, in fiKt impos- 
sible, to ascertain whether he baa adjudged the 
case or noL The parties go to bis successor, and 
ask for a revision of the dedsion, an^l the fine 
stands " not remitted." In point of fhct it was 
not remitted, because it was passed upon. They 
showed their testimony, but they did not con- 
vince the head of the Department that it ought 
to be renutted, and theiefbre they come to his 
successor and ask him to take it up, and they 
offer him noUiing new. He wants to know, in 
the first place, whether his predecessor passed 
apoa it. If he did, he will not do anything about 
it, unless there is new<diseovered testunony. 
For precaution and safety, there should be a pro- 
viwon of law eleariy showing to him that he might 
examine such case, becaassi as has been observed 
in this eas«, some gentlemen say the Postmaster 
General refused to examine; others say he refused 
to remit; others say he has the papers and will 
not examine dien. They do not seem to under- 
stand among themselves exactly how the foot is; 
and if the successor has no rule g^ven him, he 
will be in the same trouble. If this amendment 
be passed, he will have no doubtabout his power 
to examine the case. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It was my intention to say 
nothing in reference to this ainendment. One of 
the gentlemen, however.who has been named by 
the Senator from Tennessee, is my neighbor and 
friend; and, as I shall vote aeainst the amend- 
ment, it is proper, perhaps, uat I should give 
my reasons for doing so. 

la the first place, (with doe deference to the 
opinion of the Chair,) I regard this as a private 
claim, and therefore excluded under the rule. It 
is adraiued by the Senator from Texas that the 
Postmaster Oeneral, under the authority given 
\iim to examine this and like claims, has dedded 
that Uie parties are entitled to be fined. The law 
that autAorises this Mryioe, and gives it to the 
V^nt contractors, provide^ tba< ■^nl' carry 
the mail between certain p,,.-^ within a specified 
time, and makes it tJie du(v %the different post- 
masters oragen t«, at ibese . ' ? intermediate pointa 
oftherouu,tomAkerBpQ y»a' flularea. Themt 
reports go to the Potta^ ^ ^ijoral, and an op- 
portunity is ginn to (TV ^a"^at to 
present their proo^ tieJ^ ^Jaf*'!*l tbo f£LZm fa 
which they htre im d'^^fV — 



NsT Stum.-, 




The proofe in this case are admitted to have bei 
before the Postmaster Oeneral, and I understai 
that he has decided that the parties are MtkA 
under the law, to be fined in the sum of onehu 
dred thousand or one hundred and fifty thousai 
dollars — the precise amount is immaterial. It i 
then, an adjudicated case. The officer appoint 
by law to consider this case has decidea again 
the persons for whose benefit this amendment 
offbred. 

Now, what does this amendment propose ? 
proposes that the incoming Pbstmaater Genei 
may review the decision of his predecessor, an 
if he differs in opinion with him, of course rever 
it. I ask, has this been the piaetiee heretofon 
I apprehend it has not. If these parties fe 
aggrieved by the decision of the Postmaster Ge 
enl, they may do what you find other parties a 
required to do in every direction — introduce the 
bill, and it comes up as a private claim on i 
merits. If the Postmaster GenersF, in the exe 
cise of Uiat diseretiooery power which is giv( 
him under the law, has abided wrongly, it is 
the power of Congress to reverse thatdecisio 
or Cfongress may refer the claim to the Court c 
Claims— the court established for the expre 
purpose of considering just such eases as this, 
say, with due defbrenee to the ofnoion of tl 
Chair, I must r^jard this as a private claim, ai 
on that point ahme I fiiel it my duty to vote again 
it. 

But another reason. My impression is', th 
the passage of Uiis amendment would be regard) 
as the establishment of a precedent that wan 
lead to the expenditure of hundreds of diousan 
of dollars, upon the same principle that yc 
open this case and give to the Postmaster Ge: 
enl power to decide that other failures whit 
have nerctbfore been charged against contracto 
were improperly charged; upon the same pri 
ciple, you must open up and make ^lowance 
hundreds of other contractors all over the con; 
tiT'. I can imagine that it would require hundrei 
or thousands of dolhuv to liquidate the elain 
that would at once be set up bv various lines < 
steamers that have been engsgetf for the last thin 
years in carrying mails on vut Ohio and Missi 
sippi rivers. It is no answer to my argument 
say that this particular case is a hard case. Ttiei 
parties, when thev took this contract, knew its r 
quirements and the obligations they were takir 
upon tbemsdves. They knew that they wei 
required within certain specified time, unless 
good and satisfactory excuse could be offered, 
deliver the mail at the points and intermedia 
points named in their contract; and that whci 
ever they foiled so to do they were to pay tl 
penalty prescribed by law. They took their eoi 
tract with that risk; and it is no answer to tl 
aigument to say that the a«t of God prevent* 
the execution or theircontract at certain periodi 
Whenever and wherever they could make thi 
manifest, I apprshend the nwtmsster Genen 
has made them an allowance. If he has not, 
is his fiiult, and not the fhult of the law. Tl: 
Postmaster General, in all cases like this, \\t 
enlarged discretionary power. It is given hii 
for the egress purpose of meeting just such ai 
ddents and.detentions as have been complaine 
of by the flriends of this amendment; and if he lu 
heard their case, and decided it, I say then 
becomes a private claim; and if the parties fe< 
aggrieved by the decision, their remeay is eith< 
before Congress, in the form of a bill for the 
relief, or a proceeding in the Court of Claims. 

These are' the reasons why I cannot vote fc 
this amendment, which personally commend 
itself to my friendly consideration. I do not wis 
to make an issue with either or both of the Scr 
ators from Pennsylvania in reference to the actio 
of the present Postmaster General, whom they fei 
called upon from theirpeculiar position to defcnc 
but 1 indorse every word said by the honorabl 
Senator from Louisiana, and much that was sai 
by the honorable Senator from Arkansas. 1 migl 
ampli^ upon some of the poinu they presentee 
ana give reasons that would go to snow that a 
those Senators have said is true, and then tho hal 
had not been told. Sir, for the last three year 
we have been, practically speaking, without poe 
office fecilities — at least sucn as belong to a gret 
GhmniiiMBtlilnthitintbisa^ofprogreH. G 
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justice when we compare bia administntion with 
those who may follow — and I know not who is 
to fntlow, in succesuon. I believe he haa man- 
aged the Department with abililjr, with fidelity, 
with iotegriiy, and that his adminiatralion witl 
compare with that of his predecessoni. I only 
hope that hia successor will manage tlic Deparl- 
' men t as well. It is true, that sometimes I have 
thought he did not fully appreciate tlie country 
west of the mountains; out I do not know of any 
man east of the mountains who ever has appre- 
ciated it fully; and I have no hope of great re- 1 
forms in that locality until we have a Postmaster | 
Qeneral residing west of the mountains, who is ' 
a western man. I roust say, and it is duo to 
my own feelings and justice tn aay, that I do not 
participate in the attacki on the Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. MALLORY. I only riae to say, that 
from my intercourse with the Post Office Depart- 
ment — and it has not been limited, by any means 
— I feel very happy indeed to indorse every word 
said by the Senator from Illinois. The Postmas- 
ter General has pursued precisely the same rigid 
course in my State as it ia ertoeDt he has pur- 
sued with this contract. 

Mr. WILSON. As we have now had the 
obituary' notice of the retiring Postmaster Gen- 
eral, I hope we shall come toa vote on the ques- 
tion before the Senate. It seems to me we are 
takiAg up an unnecessary amount of time, if we 
intend ever to paas this bill. 

Tiie question being taken by yeaa and nays on 
the amendment, resulted — yeaa S7, nays 94; as 
follows; 

YE A3— Mean. Adaau, Bell of New Hsmpabire. Bell oT 
TerniL-Kitee, Digler, Brodlicttd, Bmwn, Collamei, Critten- 
den, Dodge, Diirkee, Evnna, Feasenden, Fitcb, Foster, 
Grem, Harlan, Ilouaton, IvttTBon, Joluuon, Jonn of Teo- 
aoaaeo, Riuk, ^t;biutlan, Sewanl, TlKNilpMairfKaBtacky, 
Trumbull, mller, and Vulee— 37. 

NATS— MeaBra.Allen, Bayard, Be^)ainin,Blnt, BH(bt, 
Butler, Cass, Doagltu, PM>, Foot, Busier, Jnine*, Jonei 
of lawa, Mtulory, MoMD, Pratt, Pnigh, Reid,fflUell, Btuart, 
Tbomson of New J«nej, Tooinba, Toucey, and WUsoo— 
84. 

So the amendment was adopted. . 

Mr. HUNTER. I aak general consent to 
move that at a quarter before four o*cl*flk we 
take a rsceaa until a quarter before six o'clock. 
I fix that hour oa the suggeMion of many gentle- 
men. 

Several Sbkatobs. Say ftom four to aix 

o'clock. 

The PRE:3IDENT pre tmptn. The Chair 
will put the question by general consent. It is 
moved to take a recess from four to six o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer 
this amendment as an additional section: 

4Sni fte UfuTOer tnaettJ, That tbe FOMOUuter Oenfinl 
Be, and he m hereby, iMbnrlMd and diracted to ezsmiue 
tbe appltratiaBf of VasMs D. Piafchain, eontneior fl>r csr- 
rying iha Halted Swim mail on route No.87. baiweea Ban- 
* |orandCalnii,jntiui8lateorMaine,aadoirLewl«W.LiHt- 
low, contractor fbrcarryini tbe Uaiied Statea mails on route 
No. Itua, ttoia Aubum tu Bouth Laaring, la tbe State of 
New Vork, to be released (nm tbeir respactlve coatraets, 
804 iQ till ducretloo 10 relesae eUfaer or both of ihsm there- 
fl-om. 

Mr. HUrn'ER. Is not that a private claim ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I think it la not. 

Mr. tOOMBS. I make the point of order that 
this is a private claim. I am not able to see the 
slightest reason to the contrary. I make the point 
of order unless the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance does it. If you are going to put all 
private claims on these biUa, it will take a long 
time to dispose of them. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Can I be heard on the 
point of order ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I presume so; but it is proper 
for me to make the point before the Senator pro- 
ceeds. 

The PRESIDENT pro tenqwre. The question 
of order is not debatable. It v not always easy 
to determine on the face of the paper what is or 
what is not a private claim. The Chair considers 
it best to leave the question to the Senate. The 
Chair will put the question to the Senate whether 
this shall he considered a private claim. Senators: 
those who believe this to be a private claim, will 
say <* ay t" tbasa who are of a contrary opioiooi 
waiiay"no.» 



Mr. COLLAMER. Can I be heard on this 
question i 

Tbe PRESIDENTprataniwrs. Notonaqnes- 

tion of onlcr. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The amendment merely 
gives to the head of a Department power to in- 
vestigate a matter concerning the mail service. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not in 
order Lo debate a question of order. 

The amendment was decided to be a private 
claim. 

Mr. ADAMS. I offer the following amend- 
ment from the Committee on tbe Post Office and 
Post Roads, as an additional section: 

.M ic tt Antfv mucitd, Thst the eMilk sBedaa of the 

act of tbe Iwi of Aupwl, ISX, entitled " An act anUnc 
approprlatlona Aw tbe service or tbe Pott Office Depart- 
ment,'* fcc., be constmcd u mandatory, and tliat the Post- 
master OenenI be, and tie hereby is, required to pay to the 
•aid Giddhip the8nnofB33Jin)Mrannu,ln IISNorroD- 
ttBctpayon mail route No. 1390b,asdli«eiad bfaMdsec 
tlon, deducting paymeata bersiofiiia 



Mr. HUNTER. That seems to be similar to 
the amendment just offered by the Senator from 
Vermont. This is a private claim, and I raise 
the question of order. 

Mr. ADAMS. This is a provision for the 
payment 

Mr. COLLAMER. I rise to a question of 
order. I was told distinctly by the Chair, and 
by other gentlemen, that I could not be heard 
upon, a question of order, and I object to any 
other Senator beine heard on a similar question. 

The PRESIDENT pro leiiqwre. The Chair 
was about to inquire whether the qaeslion of 
order was made. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rcM the quesUon of order. 
I think this is a private claim. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempwe. The Chair 
will submit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. It witl make no difference, 
because a Senator can appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, and debate can be had on that. 
Under tbe rule of the Senate, questions of order 
must be decided without debate 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The nde is: 

"EveiTiiiiaetloaitf order shall be decided bythePreat- 
dent witnoai debate, aeWset lo an appeal to tbe SensM; 
and the Fraaiden t may call for tbe aenae of tbe Benaie on 
any question or order." 

Mr. COLLAMER. Has the Chair asked for 
the advice of the Senate as to whether the Senate 
can hear any arguments on these qneetioaij 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. 

The PRESIDENT pro tee^Mrre. The Chair is 
of opinion that the question is not subject to 
debate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then I object to the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr, Adams] proceeding. 

Mr. WELLER. I apprehend an appeal can 
be taken from that decision, if the Senator from 
Vermont chooses, and I know of no rule which 
would authorize the Chair to prevent him from 
debating that appeal. 

The PRESIDENT pro temport. The Chair 
decides that the Question must m submitted to the 
Senate without uebate, and the Senator may ap- 
peal from that decision if he chooses. 

Mr. WELLER. Butthat would be debatable. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An appeal is 
debatable. 

Mr. WELLER. That would accomplish the 
purpose of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. RUSE. Was the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Vermont ruled out of order as 
a private claim? 

The PRESIDENT pro ten^mre. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. Who ruled it out? 

The PRESIDENT pro Ua^m. The Senate, 
by a vote. 

Mr. RUSE. I did not vote, and I move a 
reconsideration. That amendment provides for 
two very small cases; they are hard oases; and I 
am satisfied one word of explanation will induce 
tbe Senate to pasa them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempert. The motion 
to reconsider cannot be made until the present 
question is disposed of. The Chair decides that 
upon the submission of a question of order to the 
Senate, it is not tbesubjectof debate. TheChair 
understands the Senator flrom Califtiniia to appeal 
from this decision. 

Mr. WELLER. Cwtaialy not. X took ao 



appeal. I was only snggestipg that i|» 1*. 
from Vermont could accomplish hiiobieoy: 
dosirefl to make a sialement, by anpe^uJ J* 
tbe deoieion of the Choir, and dibuiw^ 
question, * 
The PRESIDENT pro (empoM. Thtto. 
before the Senate is this: The iieniiat^f 
ginia ob^u to the reception of ihitiad^ 
because it ia a private claim. TheChiit^ 
that Question to the Senate. Senatoniikiien^ 
are or opinion that this ia a private cliii ^ 
"ay." 

Mr. RUSK. IsitoutofordertOMTiiHi 

The PRESIDENT aretamen. 

Mr. WELLER. I appnheDd iIk ^ 
now submitted to the Senate is, wfaaJt,^ 
amendment shaU be received. I object -^i, 
manner in which the Chair stoiea tbt 
viz: "Thattboaewboiegardthiauipina, 
will aay ay." I think the proper focmitie 
the question ahould be pnsentid ii, ikj. 
under the rules of the Senate, the aiHtl^ 
shall be received. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempart. ThtCkuv 
no choice as to the manner of thruaieiKK. 

Mr.RUSK. lonlywishtbeSeMieuK 
stand that the amendment reqoiieialivM 
at tbe last aesaion of Goagreas lo be otae 

Mr.COLLAMEa. I wish toaay.ioxg.-, 
the other amendment, that it requjretiiKu; 
public service now going on to be anu^ 

The amendment was decided to btiniD 
claim, there being, on a diviaion— ara kn' 
11. 

Mr. YULEE. The Conoiuee on ?i 
Office and Post Roads authorized the aiMba 
whioh hare been preoenied just now,ind ei<( 
erence to which the Chair propo»ed(oijfy» 
a Question which it aeema to nw, ■wi\k mii^ 
erence to the Chair, decides nothnw. Tet^ 
tion mibmitted to tbe Senate by t&(^iL 
whether this is a private elain; and dc 
myself concurring, have prOBOnDoed,iDi«.r. 
the question of the Chair, thai it iti:L;< 
claimibutwbatdoea thatdeddej Tben^to 
not exclude all private daims as aiiKiidKiii| 
a eeneral appropriation biU. It expnaTn! 
vines an exception, mbjeet to wliidi vik» 
this case to be: 

"ABdnoamendBaBiBbaD be reeatrrt 
10 pravids Ibr a private claim hAv it be h oqai 
provWona of aa aitatiag law or a ireatj." 

That ia the qualification. It ma; bt 
elaimt but if it be a private claim aman: 
carry out the proviaions of en eiinD;iiii 
treaty, it is aprivale claim which ittpn^i> 
ject-matter for presentation aa ar aattivt^ 
a general appropriation bill, and ihaivtK-ia 
to De the case in reference to theae claior. U 
it, therefore, that tbe question whicb tu h 
propounded to the Senate decides Dotbu;. 

Mr.HUNTER. Theqaeslioaw,lN^ 
whether it was a prtTate claim ezcMid oA'i 
rule. ^ 

The PRESIDENT pre fM^. TIitf« 
can he reconsidered on the motion irfsiAi^^ 
ator. The Chair put the quesiion is** 
he did, of course, under the rule, ubift^ 
granted that every Senator would viidew« 
point to be, whether it was a privatttae* 
mtended to carry out the pnvisioni af u 
ing law. Tbe Senator may move a iw** 
tion. 

Mr. PUGH. ImovearecoaBidenuH,» 
commodate the Bmator Hem noridi. . 

The hoar four o'cloek having ifflH.» 
Senate took a recess until six o*cIock,p->->'' 
reassembled at that hour. 

On moUon of Mr. HUNTER, dw Sma* 
sumed, as in Committee of the Wbvkt.w'* 
sideraUon of the biU (H. R. No. 63£)b^ 
appropriaUona for the service of tbt Pd*^ 
I^utment for Iho year ending ihe 30(1 "J"- 

The PRESIDENT wdteaiMK. Aa^x« 
made by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. nf-. - 
reconsider the vole by which the Sttvti'"^ 
ined that the last two anKadowiu vtrt ff^-^ 
claims. The Chair will say in reiaiwn w'W: 
that since the recess was token, he bailwi^^ 
the role, and is satisfied that hia firatdeuHi^ 
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Senate it j« opm to debate. The Chair decided 
otherwise. The qaeetion is on the reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr. RtTSK. U the motion to rec<nuider the 
Tote on both amendmenta ? 

The PRBSIDENT pro tempore. The Choir so 
understood. 

Mr. RUSK. Then I desire to state the char- 
aeler of the two amendments, and I do not think 
there will be any objection to tbem. 
Mr. SEWARD. Let the amendments be read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tenqiore. The Chair 
will take the question on each amendment sepa- 
rately. The first is the one offered by the Senator 
from Vermont, to insert as a new section: 

J.nd be U fvrther etucM, Thn tTi« Poatmuter Genftrnl 
fee, and ba Is fiereby, BiiUioriS«d and directed toeniniaa 
Ibe sp{iH«atknra of VM«al D. Pinkham. eoninctor for nu- 
rying United State* mall on route No.67,between Bui- 

E>r and Calala, In tbe Biata or Maine, and of LewU W. 
udlow, Tor ciui7ing An United BtatM mails on route No- 
1942, rrom Auburn U> Soatli Lnniing, In Ifae State oC New 
VotK, to Im releaaed tnm tlialr mpwUre eosuaeUiMdin 
bU dincretloD to releaae aitlMir or tmtb oT ttiam tberefrom. 

Wh«ii this amendment waa stibmitted to the 
Senate, the Chair submitted the question to the 
BeMUawbetherUwMadmissibia within the rule. 
It M moved (o raeooiider the Tote by wbiob it 
was ruled oat. 

Mr. COLI^MER. I do not propoae to debate 
it, but I wish to say a word or two. TheMoasM 
are of that class which will ocoasionaliy arisa 
where a man mokes a eontroet for earrjrin^ t^e 
taaila, and by a change of circumstances it cannot 
be suatainea. In both theee eases, as far as we 
have been ablo to examine the ctronmstances, 
tacW of these men had a contract for earrying the 
mail. Tbey have carried the mails for two years, 
and tbey nave used up all they had on eartli. 
Tbeyarecc>odcontraciors,andMi,va done all tbey 
could, "niey must go on at a loss, or some one 
must sapply iheir place at their risk. .We desire 
in these two cases that the Postmaster General 
Shalt be authorised to examine into the circum- 
stances, and let the men off if he thinks it advi- 
sable. We allow him to arrange it so that be can 
adrertise and relet these contracts if he chooses, 
but not insist in goin^ on to the ruin of honest and 
faithfiil contractors. That is oil there is ofit; and 
it ia aimply to enable him, who understands it 
better than we do, to allow compensation if he 
thinks proper. He is without power now to in- 
lerfhre in the case. We desire to snsbls liim to 
do it, if he can get tbe servioe done. 

Tbe motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is objected 
that this is a private claim. That question tbe 
Choir submits to the Senate. The question is. 
Shall this amendment be received under the rules 
of the Senate? 

The auestion being taken, tbe amendment was 
Kceivea, and was agreed to. 

Tbe PRESIDENT pro umaere. It is moved 
Co raeoBoider the voto by wiii<4i the fidlowing 
•mendBaent was decided to be a private claim: 

»andbeU fiirlkerauuiad, Ttiat Ae etcbtb aectlOD Of tbe 
act or the 18ih of Aogvat, 18S6, entitled "Ai. act maklag 
approprlMiona foi tbe aeriice of tba Poit Office DeMr^ 
neut," &.C., tta conunied as mandatory, aod that the Poat- 
mavtcr Oeneral be, and herebv It, required to pay lo the 
said Oiddloga the aBia at^JStO per annum, In lieu oTthe 
eontraet dbt oa lasll rMts Ho. iWOt, as dlreeted tgr aoid 
section, deanetlB( pajswata bwsuliars mads. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to sute to the Senate 
the IHets of this ease. When the Senate determ- 
ined that it was a gwivate claim, it of coarse bad 
no knowledge of the facts of the case. Mr. Gtd- 
diogs bad a contract fat carrying the mail from 
San Antoaio, in Texas, to Santa Fe, New Mex- 
teo. At the dms he mode the contract the eounr 
try was net annojred with Indian difficulties, 
and he eould not possibly, in the opinion of the 
viTomittee, have anticipated the difficulties which 
■nbaequeotlyeeenmd, sad vhieboeeadoned very 
great expense. In wom^si»Xiioo of the tmex- 
V««ted and trnfopsseen addiOO/ial expense thus 
thrown upon him, the eonj^jttoA reported to the 
Sniate o bill making si, jjitional (Ulowance, 
ineceasing hia compeneqi- ' g33,S00 a year. 
The langaue used ws « 0"^- Postmaster Gen- 
era! bo, aiKfhe if Aewft^/ *'^Xthorizei" to pay 
toOiddingstfaiasfflou^.^ bii' then went on 

to provide, npm , ;f:^%ji»*tWM(. at^ht 



might discontinue the contract, and put an end to 
it, on twelve months' notice. It was intended by 
the committee, and I understood it was intended 
by the Senate, to give him this additional sum. 
It was appropriated to him, and the contract it 
now being executed — o portion of it has been 
executed, and a portion has not. 

The Postmaater General, however, has determ- 
ined tbot the word '* outhorized" gave him a 
discretion, and though he absolutely reflises to 
pot an end to the contract, he says the contractor 
can afford to carry the mail for f35,000 a year, 
and has paid only the |35,000 a year. This 
amendment is to carry out an existing contract, 
to paymoncy that has been appropriated, to give 
a construcUon to a Post Office law which is now 
being executed. There is not a single appropri- 
ation in the bill, from the first clause to the last, 
but what ia intended to be paid to an individual, 
whether named or not; and there ia not a single 
appropriation or item in it that mote legitimatoly 
pertains to an apmpriation bill for defnTing the 
expenses of the POst Office Department than this 
amendment. It is simply to pay a man what we 
have already determined he ahoald be paid; but 
it has been withheld from him by what the com- 
mittee believe to be an erroneoos construction. 
These are tbe facts of the case. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The FR^IDENT pro tempore. It it objected 
to the amendment that it is a private daim. The 
question is. Shall it be received under the rule? 

Mr. YULEE. I can state in a moment the 
point in this case. In the Post Office appropria- 
tion act of last year the Postmaster Qeneml wss 
authorized lo pay a particular sum to this con- 
tractor, who was then, and still is, carrying the 
moil. It was the intention of the committee who 
reported it, in authorizing the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to do this, to convey an indication of a direc- 
tion to do it. The Postmaster General considered 
that the same discretion remained with him as be- 
fore, and does not allow what the committee rec- 
ommended and Congress agreed should be paid W 
this contractor. The object of this amendment 
is to correct the phraseology by making it imper- 
ative, instead of an authority to him which he con- 
siders to leave a discretion. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 win state one additional fiict. 
There were three of theee contractors in the same 
predicament. They were provided for by the same 
Dill. One was Mr. Hall, of Missouri; another was 
a gentleman who carried the mail to Salt Lake 
City, Mr. Mograw; and the third was Mr. Gid- 
dings, who carried the mail from San Antonio to 
Santa F£. The merits of the cases were about 
alike, and were so regarded by the committee, 
and by Congress. The same provision for the 
relief of the three was passed. In the cases of 
Holland Magraw, the full amount has been paid; 
but in this case the pay bos not been allowed by 
the Postmoster General. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like to hear the 
law read to which this amendment refers. Ac- 
cording to my recollection, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was authorized to allow this sum, if| in his 
judgment, he should think it right. 

Mr. ADAMS. Therfe was not a word abotit 
his judgment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. He was " autboriced" to 
do it. 

Mr. ADAMS. He was authorized to do it or 
discontinue the contract, as he pleased. 
Mr. WELLER. I will read the taw. It is: 
" Tbe PcMimaitcr Oeneral ia hereby authorised tn paj to 
Geone H. GiddiDga, coutracior for cariyino the mail on rouia 
No. 129D0, (him ^nta Pi, in Neiv Mexico, to San Antonto, 
in Texaa, monthly each way, according to thecontraet under 
wbtcb said Mtrvlcs ia being peiArmed, ttie aum of ^33,500 
for each yeai >■ Mrvtce, commencing with the IBth day of 
August, less, 10 continue during hu contraci : PraMei, 
Tbat tbe Poatmacter Oeneral be, and he ia hereby, aatbor- 
tsed to annul Mid eontnetoagtring tbrea Moatba' aoaea 
to Ike cootnctor." 

The whole effect of this aiBendment ia ainpiy 
to declare what was the iatentioD of Congress in 
passing that law. 

Mr. YULEE. We used a polite term in saying 
"authorized,** and we now propose to make it 
directory. 

Mr.SKODHBAD. What has been done under 
this law i How niiieh has been paid? Haa the 
«0Binet bem disGoatimcd ? 



Mr. ADAMS. No; the Postmaster General 
refhses to discontinue it. 

Mr. RUSK. He says he will have to pay 
higher if he discontinues it, ond Uterefore he will 
not let off tbe contractor. 

The PRESIDENT jrrofempore. It is objected 
that this amendment provides for a private claim. 
That question the Chair submits to the Senate/ 
Shall the amendment be received under the rules i 

The question beingtoken, it was decided in the 
affirmauve; and the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. RUSK. I nowofferthefoUowingamend- 
ment, by authority of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, aa additional sections: ' 

Bac. — . And le it fixriKer enacted. That the Potnmaater 
Oenbral be, and he ti hereby, auilioTlxed to contract Cm tbe 
conveyanae of the entire letter mail ftom anch point on tbe 
MlatiaaippirirarBathecoiitractOfanMyBelectftoBan Fraa- 
clseo, iu the State of Catifomia, for aiz yean, at a con not 
exceeding 9300,000 per anotim Ibr ■emi-monthly, $420,000 
fbr weekly, or^OO,OOOfbr*emi-wecklyMrvice;to be per- 
fimaed aeml-moDtbly, weekly, or aeml-weekly, at tlie 
tioa or lite contraeton. 

Sac. — . AjidbeU/vrtkaTenaatd, That the contract ibaU 
require the service to be perfomied with good rour-horss 
coaches, or spring wagana, HUltable Tor the conveyance or 
passenprs, as well aa tbe safety and security of the maili. 

Sao. — . Jlnd be U farther ewetei. That tbe eouineton 
sbalt have the rigblof way, not ezcccdiug nno hundred and 
twenty feet wide, tlirouKli the public l.ind during the con- 
tlnnance of service, and (he right of prptmption to three 
hundred sod twenty oeraa of land si each polai aeoMiaiT 
for a siatbw, not lo be nearer ihas tsa bUss Item caw 
other. 

Sec. — . JImd te U fiuth^ enadei. That the said servlea 
abnn be perlbrmed within twenty-live days (br each trip j 
and that, before eatering tato Mcb eoauact, tbe Postmaatar 
General ahaU be satialled of the ability and disposition at 
the partiea bona fide to perform tbe said caatnct, and shall 
n^qulre good and lufflcfent security for the performance of 
tite same ; the service to comRienea wIthJo twelve months 
after the algnlag of the coatrack 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me, sir, that thii 
is a large amendment to be put on this bill with 
so little notice — an amendment which proposes to 
establish at once a semi-weekly mail overland to 
California, and to enter inlocontraets. I amIVee 
to say that if I thought, by adopting this amend* 
ment, we should supersede the ocean moil service' 
to California, which is costing us some |800,000 
a year, I should be for it; but my ftar is that wo 
shall be changed with both in order to make ap 
these communications, and that we shall have 
constantly on appropriation bills just such coses 
OB the Giddinga appropriations to add to the com- 
pensation for which tbe con tractors agreed to carry 
the mail. Such has been the result of attempts 
to carry it for much shorter distances in tnat 
p^ion of country. I am afraid of this. Atony 
rote, lom ofroid ofit as an amendment to this bill. 
If we oan have satisfactory assurances that, by 
establishing such o route, we shall supersede the 
ocean mail steam service, I woald voto for itasa 
separate and independent bill, bat not here. 

Mr. GWIN. How can we ever supersede tbe 
steomshipa unless we have a mail across the con*' 
tinent? and bow can we get such a one until wo 
moke the erperiment? California has been in 
possession of the United States more than ess 
years, and yet we have no communication aerosri 
the continent within our own territory. We oro 
entirely at the mercy of a steamship company — a 
gigantic monopoly that never con be broken dowa 
unless you give us a mail across the continent. 
I nowannounee that if yon will give us this route, 
and give us that libcial patronage to which we 
ore entitled from the Government of the United 
States, BO for as 1 am concerned, I will never go 
for another steam route, nor will I go for renew- 
ing tbe contract of the lino now in exislMice. 
Whenever we con establish the fact that the mail 
can be carried across tbe continsot, as I know it 
can, if you will give us proper aid by tliis meas- 
ure, we want no steam routes; wc need none of 
them. 

There is no question in which the people of 
Califbraia take so great an interest as in that oT 
a mail route across the continent. By a very 
large vote, which I think indicates the policy of 
the Senate, a bill was passed o few days ago 
giving us a telegraphic communication across tha 
continent. Now give us a moil. You have 
agreed to give as wagon-roods; but they will be 
of no tise unless you put mails upon tbem. The 
Indians will bum up the bridges if they are not 
kei^ in constant use; and what you have dona 
will be of no wrnee to us vfdew jmifiTS us * 
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mail commaDication. I indicata no roate. Let 
money find the best route to Californiai. I hc^ 
no BestioDal qoeation vill spring up on this prop- 
osition; for sooner or later we must bare com- 
munication across tht continent with the Pacific 
coast, and the sooner we commence the better. 

This contract with the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company, and the New York and Chagree Com- 
pany, expire* in October, 1 8 5 9 only eighteen 
months fmn this time; and it will take eighteen 
months to ascertain the fact whether it is practi- 
cable to carry the mail acroes the continent over- 
land ; and if tnis meaaore does not now pass, it is 
ft eaaiwitee to the country that tfiose who o[^K«e 
it intend to foree as into additional eontncts to 
carry the mail through two oceans to Galifomia. 
. A war with one of me most insignificant nations 
would etop all communications netween the At- 
lantic and Pacific Staiea of the United Slates. 
Every ship that goes to California and carries 
midlsorbnnga them back,paases in sightof Cuba, 
and one ship of war there could stop all commu- 
nication. We are at the mercy of any nation 
with whom we may be at war, so far as that com- 
munication is concerned, unleae we have a route 
aeraas the eontinent. If gentlemen want to bnak 
np the steam line*— jf they want to lay the foun- 
dation by which we shall lie independent of them, 
give us a mail across the continentiand the looiier 
we commence the better. 

I know that the bills which have passed the 
Senate during thtssession, (and two or then have 
passed both Houses of Congress,} will be looked 
upon as a bright era in the history of the I^afic 

CDSsessions or the United States— 4he wagon road 
tils and the telegraph bill. Now give us this 
mail. It will show that we shall be connected 
with our bfethnn on this side of the continent 
by aroutewithinonrown territory, without being 
dependent on any forevn nation. Why, Mr. 
President, the Panama Railroad Company, only 
fiHty-oioe miles long, now chanes 1135^100 to 
carry the mail across semi-DODthly;— a eloae mo- 
■opoly; and yet we are forced to give them any- 
thing they cbai^, or have our mails thrown out 
and nave no commuDication. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the eost of the rail- 
road transit thera for a passenger f 

Mr.aWlN. Twenty-five dollars. It is a clow 
monopoly, and it is bieakine up emigration to 
that eonatiy. We must build upjhe country by 
emigration across the continent; and if we can- 
not do it by steam lines, I hope you will give us 
this route. 1 have no doubt of its success. 1 
know msn of enterpriM in that country who have 
established mail routes all through Califemia, 
who ara prepared with such a meastm as this to 
open this great communication. Let it be from 
Independence to Sacramento, or let it be on the 
southern route, or any route that an enterprising 
contractor will undertake to build the road, and 
I know it can be built if this measure be passed. 

Mr. BIGiOS. Then ara two provisions in this 
amendment that strike me as extraordinary. The 
first section provides: 

" Tliat me PfMtansatcf Oeaeral be, md he l» banby, en* 
tborlxf d u contract for ike conTeyuce of tlw entire letter 
mail from soch point on tbe MlMtaiippi river tbe con- 
traeton mar Mleet, to 8u Fraockeo, in itae Bute of Csl- 
Ubrata, (brriz]rean,etn cort not ezeeedtng time hoadred 
ibuMnnd doners per ■naoiB for Mini-nrmttU]r, (bar headnd 
and Stlf tlioiMaiMi doUan for weekly, or eU handred Itaoa- 
■and dolIarvlbrMBil-wceUreerTlce,iobe peifocnwdaeml- 
■wntlily, weekly, or seiDi- weekly" — 

Now, I call the attention of the Senate to this: 
"at the option of the contracton." Hera*, then, 
is a provision authorizii^ Uie Postmaster Qeneral 
to make a contract, leanng' it diseretioDary with 
the contracton whether to carry the mail weekly, 
semi-weekly, orsemi-monthly. It strikes me that 
this is a very extraordinary proposition. If there 
is any discretion to be vested anywhere in regard 
to this service, it eeems to me it should be vMted 
in the Postmaster Qeneral to determine whether 
it shall be weekly,8emi-vreekly,or semi-monthly. 

Another provision in r^ard to our public do- 
main strikes me as a new fSature about to be in- 
troduced among all the new schemes for the pur- 
pose of getting olear of the public lands. Perhaps 
It may not be vary novel, thon^ then ara a grnit 
many novel sehemes now coming to light for the 
disposition of the public tutd*. The third sectbn 

provides: — *»-.»r*-.'F^.-^..^ 

"Thai *e ecMncMn Man ham *e right of wqr M( 



exeeedfaf one bnndred and twenty Itet wide ifamoi^ ike 
pubHo InDd during tbe continuance oT aervice." 

We have made an appropriation for two wagon 
roods to California, but here is to be another road 
on which the contracton are to have the right of 
way not e x cesdiiy one hundred and twenty feet 
through the putdte land duiing tha continuance 
of the serrieej but that is not nlli 

" And be right orpretaptkni to three hondMd and twenty 
ecreaoriaadateacBpoInt aeceaaeiyAiraitailoa,lKtttoM 
nearer Una ten milea firom each otlier." 

It strikes me that these provisions ought not to 
obtain if the general otgecl of tha amendment be 
sanetioiwd by the Sanaie. I mov», therefora, to 
strike out the words at the option of the eon- 
tsactora" in the firat section, and insert ** at the 
option of the Postmater General;" and I move to 
strike out the whole of the thiid section of tbs 
amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This measura has been 
befora the Senate for some time. I did not hear 
the amendment as fint nported; but I have the 
bill before me of which it is a copy, and I will 
inform Senatora that it is Senate bUl No. 560. 

I am very much gmtifiedj Mr. President, to see 
on atteniptftt the inaugnration of ft poliey of com- 
munication across oor own po s se s sions between 
the Atluitic and Pacific coasts. I cannot imagine 
any policy better adapted to hold together this 
Confederacy on the two oceans; nor can I see 
any objection at all to the general features of this 
measure. On the contrary, I shall vote very 
heartily for it aa an amendment to this bill; but 
I agree with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Biooi] in relation to bis amendment to the 
firat eection. I do not think it ought to be at the 
option of the contractors whether they will per- 
form this service semi-monthiT, weekly , or semi- 
weekly. It is a new policy tnat we ara inaugu- 
rating; and although I am entirely disposed to 
favor it, I think we ought to proceed in it grad- 
ually. A sudden change of our policy in regard 
to the mail service, wiuiout any necessity for it 
at the present time, according to the statement 
of tbe Senator from California (Mr. Gwin] him- 
self, an authorization to make a contract for a 
semi-weekly at once, is going too far. 

The Senator fVom Calirornia says it will require 
eome eighteen months to inaugurate this policy. 
Shall we not thenfbn begin liu men of pnidenen 
by authorizing a contract fbr a semi-monthly 
mail ? The appropriations for a communication 
with California this session have already been 
heavy. As the Senator haa aaid , we have appro- 

{iriated for a wagon road; we have appropriated 
br a telegraph line; and I am perfectly ready and 
willing to assist in appropriating for mail service. 
Bat the wagon road is not yet completed. This 
service is to be performed in four-horse post 
coaches, or apnng wagone. If, after this policy 
ahall have bwn inaugurated, we find that the ser- 
vice can be efficiently performed, we can double 
or treble it, but we ought certainly to begin with 
moderation. The appropriation for a semi-weekly 
mail is $600,000 a year. You have already 
|9d0,O0Oa year formail communication by steam- 
en. Tou have just allowed |30,000 a year for 
the telegraph communication; and the appropria- 
tions under this eystem for California would make 
neariy two million dollon a year for communica- 
tion. It cannot be necessary to go that extent 
now; and 1 think the Senatora from California 
will do well to be a little more moderate now, and 
permit as to inaugurate this policy on a smaller 
scale, ftnd if snoeesaflil, we can go still further. 
Two millions a year at one session is going rather 
flirther than the neeeasities of the public nenrice 
now nquin. 

In relation to the third section, to which tbe 
Senator from North Carolina makes objection, i 
really see nothing in that objection. We cannot 
expect contracton to carry the mail flrom tbe At- 
lantic' to the Pacific ocean without passing over 
the public land, and this merely gives them the 
right of w» over the puUio land during the con- 
tinnanes of the nervioe. There can be no objec- 
tion to that. 

Then, as rtteards tbe three hundred and twenty 
acres of land for stations at ten miles, the section 
merely authorizes the eontractora to buy the land. 
It gives them a preemption for it; it does not give 
them the bud. Of oonrae moil aervice of that 



kind will remiira the establiahment of atabtea and 

E laces for cnangiiw hones. Tjief will have to 
uild on the ground every ten miles, and ve can- 
not expect them to buiU on the ground and the 
ground remain the property of the public at the 
stations where they may desire to purduue it and 
acquire a permanent titfe. 

f can see no objection, thenfore, to the third 
section; butl think the Senatora from California 
would do well to allow us to inangoimle tbb 
policy a litUe more moderately than to go to 
the entire expense of a semi-weekly mail at tha 
option of the cootnetwa. Let ns nave a aenu* 
monthly nutil fbr this yaariand, if aacceaeful, we 
can inerease it hereafter. Itia only eight or nine 
months nntil another session of Congress. 

Mr. RUSK. This measura was drawn up after 
much consideration by the Committee on tin Post 
Office and Post Roads. There were several prop- 
ositions before the committee for tbe transporta- 
tion of this mail; one or two bills on the anbject 
were referred to them, and the committee fully 
considered the question. An amendment of a 
similar eharaeter to this was, at the last aeseira, 
added to the Poet Office epfwoprtation bill, bat 
fhiled in the Houae of Rapnaintattv— from aeme 
cause or other. I will atata the raaaona which 
operated on the committee to make the number 
of tripe optional with the contracton. Id otia 
to perform the service, an immense outlay of cap- 
ital win be necessary. The dietance fmn a point 
on the Miasissippi river to San Fnuwiaco will be 
cotainly two thotuand miles, and it may be more. 
To require the serviee to be performed id twenty* 
six days, through an unsettled country, will in- 
volve n very heavy expenditnra in the way of 
stock and preparations to cMnraeneo. If we do 
not offer atwie ndvantagen, pradut men wiD not 
lake the eontraet. No pradent, anhntantial men 
would cnmgo in an nneertainty, involvinr great 
hazard. They would, therefbn, look w^ to the 
terms of the contract, and for that reason we ex- 
tended the time more than four yean. We ex- 
tended it to six yeara beeanae we were aatiafied that 
prudent men would not, for the ordinary- term, 
engage in a contract of this description wbere tbe 
ontlay would be so great, and wnera the outlay 
must be at the beginning of the serriee. 

Any man who nska hia capital in this eontraet 
must expect fbr ft year or two to loMjaBdmless 
the eontraet be of such a cbanctsr B8 to ludd out 
the expeeiaUon of gainiis in the latter pan of the 
term, you will not be able to induce other than 
men of emw to go into ochemes of diis descrip- 
tion. We have nad « great deal of difficulty in 
the breaking up of the route to Salt -I«ake, and 
under that system man hav« bid at ktw prices, 
and felled in the nernee, and eome to Coi^Rm 
for relief. 

Tbeee views struck the committee with a great 
deal of foepe, and we had befme os propoaitioos 
fhmi WTf responsible men. amendment 
waa limited by propositions thai were made by 
certain parties, who were oertiied to be very ex- 
cellent eontractora, and some of whom were men 
of wealth, men of experience, men who had very 
considerable means now employed in the jrana- 
portaiion of the maile about to be sup«neded by 
the post route. ^ gentleman from Indiana came 
recommended by the honoraUe Senator from In* 
diana [Mr. Bright] as a gentleman of faigli char- 
acter, who had a good dMJ of property ei^aged 
inthisbaaiDe8s,(Mr.AlTord.) AgenUemanfron 
Alabama eame well meommended, (Mr. Powril,) 
whom most eoathem Senaton reeoiumeDded. 
He proposed to join in carrying this mail. These 
peraonawen recommeBded,too,by the Poet OSu 
X>epartment aa beiiv men of capital, wealth , end 
promptness in the discharge of the dntiea of mail 
contracton, and bad been mail eontneton for a 
long time. 

It was, thmrefbn, on propoaitionn from expe- 
rienced and practical men, that we limited tbe 
terms of the proposed contract. As to the right 
of wa;^, it has been suggested to me that it may 
■tend in the way. I do not can anything aboat 
that, llien is a road now authorized to Decon- 
structed. At the time this bill was reported, that 
waa not in existence. I have no objection to 
striking out the proviaion for the right of way, 
because making this a post roote gives the pei^ 
mto» who carry tbe mail ibe ri|^t ttf way; and it 
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might aeem Horn this propontion tluit m were 
mnting an ezclanTS right, which we do not 
Beiin to do. Th« only object wu not to haye 
them obstroeted in trratpottiiu' the mail, imore 
to atrike cut that portion of the Uiird HCtioii which 
relates to the rignt of way. 

The proTision allowing a preitoption right to 
three hundred and twenty acree. at every ten 
lailei, is abaolutely neceeiary. Thia mail ratwt 
be carried through a country totaDr uneetlled. 
The eoBtractera will be able to find along that 
route no place where they can keep their atock 
and take care of them. They muat neceasarily 
expend a great deal of money in estabUahing 
stands, and must have guarda to prevent stealing 
by the Indians; and therefore it was thought by 
the committee that there should be a preiimplion 
right to purehaeethreehundred and twenty aetee, 
at |1 35 an acre, at pwnta not nearer uan ten 
miles tt^ther. 

Then we cot over the difficulty as to where the 
mail ahoula go, by anthorizing the contractors 
ihemselTes to select the point on the Mississippi 
river from which they would start. I should like 
myself to have a daily moil. I think it io cer- 
tainly a necessity of the Government, Uiat we 
ahould have a semi-weekly mail. Taking it alto- 
gether, what we are paying to the Panama Rail- 
road Company, what we are paying to the ocean 
Bteamers on the other side of the Isthmus, and 
what we are paying on this side, with the inei- 
dental expenses of agents, &c.,ourexpenditares 
amount to very nearly |1, 000,000 for this pur- 
pose—certainly over$600,000; and I think — when 
the whole bill comes to be footed up, it will be 
found to be verr little short of $1,000,000. That 
is for carrying tns mail throu^ aforeigneotutry, 
and throi^h a remarkably unhealthy country. 
At certain aeasons of the rear, a njan comes over 
at the imminent risk of nealth and life, in con- 
aequence of the unhealthfiilness of the climate 
across the Isthmus. That contractwiU expire in 
the course of eighteen months, and then we have 
Hobson's choice— we are bound to employ them 
■nin. 

I have heard it said privately that California 
costs us a great deed. That is true. All new 
countries cost a great deaL But Califiimia pays 
back a very great part. 

Mr. JOHNSON. A great deal more than dw 
has cost. 

Mr. RUSK. Tea. She has keptback arevul- 
n'on. Besides that, recent experiments have 
ehown a fhct that a feW years ago was denied. 
It was supposed, a few years ago, that the terri- 
tory between us and our Faeifie CMSt was a 
desert, entirelr uninhabitable. Recent examina- 
tions and explorations, by the military authority 
of the Gfovemment, have shown exactly the con- 
trary; that it is a healthy climate; that it is a 
desirable country; that the lands are valoable; and 
(he difficulties of want of water and flid have 
been, by recent discoveries, supplied. 

Under these circumstances, it seems to me that 
it is rather a reproach to this Qovemmentthat for 
ten years we have owned California, we have hod 
our citizens there with a necessity for constant 
intercommunication, and yet we have no regular 
mail orer the territory of the United States. With 
an oYerflowing Treasury, with money that you 
are try i ag to get clear of, with scheme aher scheme 
of a Tisionary character, it strikes me that an 
economical scoeme, which will certaiidy save you 
#100,000, and perhaps f400,O0OB year, and give 
yon a aemi-weekly, in phee of a semi-monthly, 
mail to your possessions on the Pacific, and will 
be not only an entering wedge, but contribute in 
*^ very great d^ree to settle up the line of travel 
between the Atlantic and Pacific States, is an ob- 
ject that should command the attention 4f Con- 
gress, and I cannot well see why there should be 
opposition to it. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I should like to 
make some inquiries of tb^ jjooorable Senator 
from Texas upon this aubje*. This scheme com- 
maids itself to na by its r'igg a proposed moil 
communication witliiii 0((^"*' ^ 



„ terriiorjes, not 
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mturine Telegraph Company ? Under the great in- 
ducements ofiered by the uovemment to under- 
take this service, (and the parlies who may con- 
tract for the service may have some discretion in 
dictating what those tu^ns shall beO will they 
not really secure a large amount of money to 
themselves for very little service to the public? 

In the first place, I wish to know whether this 
nmil is to beearried over Uie wagon road for the 
constniction of which we have appropriated 
#300,000? If that were so, it would seem to in- 
dicate that they will be likely to carry the project 
into execution, and there may be said to be really 
bona fiiei in the proposition. Then, is thisanew 
route which they undertake to eonslmct them- 
selves? Idonotrememberwheratbatwagonroad 
is to commence on our western borders; but if this 
moil is not to be carried on that wagon road, it 
must be on some route that is as practicable, if 
not more so, than that wagon road whieh we 
have authorized. It may be umt it is understood 
thjs mail is to be corned on the route of that 
wagon road; and if so,thatgiveB some assosance 
that it will bu likely to be executed. I do not 
know whether it will be so or not. I would like 
the honorable Senator to say at once whether it 
is to be carried on the same route ? 

Mr. RUSK. The bill, of which the amend- 
ment is a copy, was reported before the bill for 
the wagon road was passed. This gives discre- 
tion to the contractors to select the route. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then itispnmqscd 
it shall be carried semi-monthly for #300,000. 
That requires a laige outlay. 

Mr. RUSK!. It is not to exceed that amonnt. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It is not to exceed 
1300,000 annually. That would not be lureason- 
able for ean3ring the mail to Uiat extent. It is 
proposed to start from some point on the Missis- 
sippi and go to San Pnuieisco. It is a long route. 
It does not seem .to me to be necessary to com- 
mence on the Mississippi. We have mail routes 
now from the Mississippi to the borders of our 
settlements in Missouri, Arkan8as,and Louisiana, 
and it would be belter to provide for continuing 
them to San Francisco, or some other point in 
the State of California. 

Mr. RUSK. I can answer the Senator on that 
point. If we attempt here to select a point, as a 
matter of course we should encounter all the dif- 
ficolties we have had to contend with in providing 
for a railroad to the Pacific. 

Mr. BEILL, of Tennessee. There are several 

goints to which the mail is carried west of the 
lissisBippi. We are constructing railroads to 
the borders of Missouri, and some are projected 
through Arkansas and Texas, and some through 
Nebraska and Kansas Territories. Why com- 
mence on the Mississippi? 

Mr. RUSK. I have alreadv intimated to the 
Senator the difficulty of indicabiv the points. If 
jrou indicate a point in Kansas, here are men for 
asouthem route agunst it, and men for a northern 
route i^inst it, and you have a sectional dis- 
pute. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I agree that that 
is a sufficient answer, and I waive that point and 
pass to another. As the Senator has said, this 
would not seem to be an unreasonable amount of 
compensation, considering the capital and stock 
required to put such a line in operation; but will 
the honorable Senator explain satisfactorily an- 
other difficulty that strikes me? He has said, and 
he is corroborated by Uie honOTable Senator firom 
Caltfontia, that the explorations of the military 
exploring parties show that perhaps there is not 
more than an extent of sixty miles of real barren 
desert in the whole extent of country lying be- 
tween the Mississippi river and the Pacific ocean; 
and therefore it is argued there is no great ob- 
structlon to carrying the mails from the Mlasia- 
sippi to San Francisco. Will the honor^e Sen- 
ator point out whether there are one or more that 
may oe said to be practicable routes over which 
the mail may be carried in twenty-five days be- 
tween San Francisco and a point on the Missis- 
sippi ? Is then a single route that will ofier such 
facilities without an immense ouUsr, not only of 
hundreds of thousands, but it may be of millions ? 
We know that the Alleghany Mountains them- 
selves are but molehills compared to the Sierra 
JTevada and other bnAches of the Kena BSadre 



range extending up through Mexico. That is an 
obstruction, hut that may be overcome by capital. 
It cannot be overcome altogether by the strength 
of animal power. The great problem ia, whether 
it can be overcome by any expenditure, of money 
that private enterprise or the Government can 
applytoopeningeommunications by steam power, 
by the locomotive? The answer to that at firat 
will be , that this is the risk of the eontnetors. So 
it is, but we ought to consider it. 

If there are not more than sixty miles of desert 
after you leave the borders of setUemenis west of 
theMississippiandeastof ^e Rocky Mountains, 
I should like to know if there ore any one hun- 
dred or two hundred miles that are not open to 
the depredations of the Camanehes, whom the 
honor^Ie Senator fVom Texas Yt^u often vAA us 
are ineontrollable, or the Navajoes, or any of 
those hostile wandering tribes in the mountains I 
Is there any large portion of country after yoa 
leave the setdements not exposed to the depn- 
dationa of wild Indians, who must and will ave, 
and, if they cannot live in any other way, wilt 
live by robbery? I do not say this is so, but 
I want explanation on this point. All this the 
honoroUe iSenator may undertake to say is at the 
risk the eoDtractora, but we ought to think 
of it. 

I am not opposed to tliia ph>ject. I only want 
such reasonable and fair exphmations as will 
show that we are to have this service if we pay 
for it. These controeton, when a eontraci is 
mode, will lay out hundreds of thpusuds of dol- 
lars necessarily to buy stock and coaches Ibr 
running a semi-monthlr moil with the certainty 
and dispatch required by the terms of the con- 
traet,.tbrou^ such an extent of country as this 
is. How much of it is Indian country, and ex- 
posed to the dei»edations of Indians, I do not 

Mr. WELLER. Thai dopend* <» die nnils 

you take. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I know It will be 
shortened or lengthened according to the route 
yon uke; but where is the route net exrnwed for 
some great extent, even after it gets in the Umtts 
of Colifomia? The Indians there are not at all 
times pacific. If you pass through New Mexico, 
it is the same thing for a lane portioa of it. If 
you pass south of the GKIa, it is the same thing 
yet. In passing west of Arkansas or MiMoan, 
It is the same. 8o it ia with the mails to Utah. 
Where is it that we ahsll not have obstructions 
to the mails by Indian depredations ? I am not 
saying that this is an obstacle which cannot be 
overcome, but simply su^esting to those Ssna- 
ton who have charge of mis suMeet points on 
whieh to give the necessary explanatioiM. If 
this company undertake such a service as this, 
and do not carry the mail aceordiiw to the con- 
tract, will there be a forfeiture? The Senator 
says the contract will provide for fbrfeilun fbr 
failing to carry the mail within the time jpreseribed. 
For half a year there might be a fhilare, or fbr 
three months the public serviee mi^t be inter- 
rupted, when we can have no mail communication 
on account of the hostile filings and conduct of 
the Indian tribes that are always»TOUung over 
large portions of Uiis country. ^%e eontraotors 
can come and say, " We have expended this enor- 
mous amountinthe purchase of stock and coaches; 
we are ready to cairy the mail according to con- 
tract; but you do not protect the country against 
the fiostile In^ns; we have to subsist our stock 
all the iriiile, and we could aswell carry the mail 
as not if we were protected; we are entitled to 
our pay." You may establish military posu, but 
they do not afford full protection, nnless they are 
in sirht of each other.' These contractora can call 
on the Qovemmmt and say: " We have gene to 
this great expense ; we are ready to eanr tM mail, 
and we daim the remiinmtion to whldi we are 
entitled, and of whieh you cannot deprive as, un- 
less you protect us sgoinst ths Indians in Utia 
hostile country." Thatisthe most serioosdif- 
fieulty I see, after you have surmounted tltat of 
passing the high ranges of mountains. 

If I am mistaken as to these obstruetimw that 
present themselves to my mind, there ia no pro- 
ject for which I should be more ready to vote 
than this; because, if we can esUblish a seeure 
•Bd r^^ikr isttsr nail over the oonlinsM to CaU 
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ifornia* wa can rtry easily dUpanM wilh carry- 
ing the maila by Ui« Uthmut route ^rou^ Nic- 
aragua, Tehuantepec,or any other part of Central 
America, and tbui aave an immeiue amount of 
money, mni have the route more eecure within 
ouTjown borders, so that itcannot be interrupted 
by foreign war, we hariog no enemy powerful 
enough to interrupt our communication with Cal- 
ifornia. I woald rather pay twice the amount 
now proposed for a semi-monthly mail, |300,000, 
than W8 an paying to steam lines trough a for- 
eign country likely to be interrupted at any time 
when war may occur betmen toil country vut 
any great maritime Power. 

I thiok we ought to have some ezplanoUon on 
the points I have mentioned. These gentlemen 
may be aa honest as any ooDtractor8;and if they 
expend thoir raeana and are ready to carry the 
mail, they will be entitled to compensation, though 
they may not be able to carry it one half of the 
year on account of Indian boBiilitiea. There may 
be nothing in this point, but it is a new project to 
me. 1 have not conceiYed the idea of running a 
regular line of coaches or spring wagons carrying 
the mails between Mississippi and Su Francisco; 
but if it is practicable, it i» worth the money if it 
can be done securely, if we can really have the 
service, uninterrupted by Indian hostilities or 
phyaicfil obstructions. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is almost impossible to 
tell when we shall ever succeed in obtaining an 
overland communication through ou* own terri- 
tory with the Pacific ocean. I imagine, however, 
that there never was a time in our history when 
this Government was so well able to make an 
effort towards the accomplishment of that object 
as DOW. The discussion on the tariff bill yester- 
day demooatrated the (act that there are millions 
in the Treasury, not only for the purpose of 
making what is certainly a fair and reasonable 
experiment, but millions that we do not know 
what to do with. A tariff proposition has been 
ai^reed upon by this body, the result of which 
will be,according to the impression of many gen- 
tiamen, a still further increase of the revenue be- 
yond what it already is. Then, is there, or can 
there possibly be, any time more appropciate than 
the present for coosidering the im^rtaot subject 
of commnnicatKMi between the distant parts ol' 
our eouatry? 

It has been said that California has cost na a 
neat deal. That may be true; but undoubtedly 
California is exceedingly valwd^ to this country, 
and every one now feels that to paK with her 
would render the empire of the Republic entirely 
imperfect. Under these eiroumstanees, I have no 
hesitation in voting for any reasonable sebeme 
that may be presented by which we may secore 
regular mail communicauon overland with Cali- 
fi»nia. I do not speak on this question because 
I feel any special local interest in it, though I 
know that it affects in some respects, and bnngs 
into view questions connected with my own State, 
and above all things I desire to show the manner 
in which Arkansas has been treated. 1 do not 
rise for the mere purpose of talking, in order to 
hear myself talk; nor do I intrude upon this body, 
■a the BenatOyWell know, for purposes of vain 
glory and speedi-making. I do i^ot feel that I 
can argue with sufficient perfection to desire to 

Sresenl myself in that yievr; but when I have a 
iatinct object in view, I have a right to ash the 
Senate to near me. I shall certainly take the 
privilege of expressing my opinions on this mAs* 
ure, and showing the manner in which my Stale 
has been treated in regard to the same subject. 
We have had California for ten yeare. How 
long have we held the Louisiana lerritory, em- 
bracing the present State of Arkansas? 1 shall 
ask the Senate to eoosider that fact, and then to 
see in what spirit that State has been treated bv 
a Department of ibis Government, which 1 shall 
watch and pursue from this lime, under this or 
the next Administration, and every future Ad- 
ministration, until BODietbing like justice shall be 
done. 1 shall never again consent to keep silent 
in regard to any Department on acoount of way 
party bond ta tie of frieadship uoder this or asy 
other Administration. 

The measure now before the Senate provides 
for an overland mail to California at U00,000, 
tbr a sQvi-nontfily eontmst; itBUfim for a 



weekly contract; §900,000 for a semi- weekly eon- 
tract. It must be evident to the mind of every 
man who will reflect for a moment that a weekly 
mail will not have as fair a chance to be carried 
as a semi-weekly, nor will either have so fair a 
prospect for success as a daily mail. If the Gov- 
ernment can carry this mail at all, it can carry it 
daily It is called upon now to follow where the 
western people have led. They have penetrated 
the forests and crossed the wild streams. This 
route must be opened and must be sustained bv 
a power that will carry it onwards through all 
tM obstacles that nature presents, and all those 
that savags tribes may oner. The more imme- 
diately and the more constantly your road is 
traveled by a daily mail, the more constant and 
the more safe will be the travel of the emigrant, 
and the more certain will be the success of the 
service. 

This view is consistent with conunon senae* 
and will at once strike every men who reflects on 

the question. I think it is much better to appro- 
priate §600,000 for a semi-weekly mail than throw 
away §300,000 for a semi-monthly mail, which 
will Ds futile to accomplish the object, and must 
end in destroying, for some time, the whole pro- 
ject of giving us communication between the At- 
lantic and Pacific States. I hope the Senate wiD 
agree to the best proposition now before us, which 
is a daily or semt-weekly mail, and strike out 
that portion of the amendment relating to a week- 
ly and semi-monthly mail. 

I shall remonstrate against another provision 
contained in this measure, which I believed would 
operate to ihe utter destruction of this mail ser- 
vice at the expiratioD of four years, or will, at 
any rate, require the Qovernment of the Unitml 
States to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars 
before it can make another contract for this ser- 
vice. If you attempt twice in a whole month of 
thirty davs to send a wandering, lonely, little 
mail coaco, passing through a wilderness of sav- 
ages and a wild forest, you will find that itcannot 
be done without a guard of soldiers. Send it 
daily, and let the emigrants know that the route 
is traveled daily by the mail, and the whole tide 
of emigration to the Pacific coast, and the reuim- 
ing travel from that coast, will be on the mail line, 
for safety will be felt. The fhct that the line will 
be inhabited by a constant stream of travel, will 
give it a protection which the United States troops 
cannot secure. I hope that the Senate will at least 
consent to the plain common-sense proposition of 
a semi-weekly mail. If you appropriate §300,000 
for a semi-monthly mail vou will be flinging it 
away — it wilt come to nothing, and will be of no 
value. Do that, and you will have another Mis- 
sissippi river mail contract; there will be constant 
fines for failures, and the act of God will be 
pleaded as an excuse for mail failures, and the 
act of the savage will be conaidarad die act of 
God. 

This Government is amply able to carry out 
this project; and it seems to me that we_ should 

not hesitate in doing so. The objeciis a high and 
agreatonc. Weoevercan get clear of the oceanic 
routes, which we keep up at an immense expense, 
(one million annually,) until we establish a line 
across the continent: and we never shall gel it 
until we make the experiment; and we shall never 
have an experiment that will give us confidence 
to attempt enolher until we back it with sufficient 
force ana means to authorize the employment of 
all tliose Bci^sories which are appropriua to give 
it success. 

The second section of this amendment provideB 
that the contract shall require the service to be 
performed in good four-horse post coaches, I 
presume every one feels that a less service than 
that would not answer ihe purpose. There are 
many poinu between the Mississippi river and 
California where there would be ^reat didkulty 
in getting along at all , even with tbis force, if the 
mail stage were well loaded. 

I am in favor of ibis measure, because I believe 
it to be advoatageous to the country, and a great 
national object coming within the coostituUonal 
powers of Congress, We know that our trains 
are constantly going there, and emigrants reach 
there by these routes, 1 know that persons from 
ray own State have driven herds of cattle to Cal- 
ifornia, /ft/ief , CsMfiri^ it nw lie sohwl tattlt. 



marktt t^Jhkantai. The result has be«n that eat* 
tie with us have risen to double their former price. 
They are herded and driven across the plains to 
Caliromia. Citisens of my own State have en- 
gsged in this business, and have made lai^ vuma 
of money by it; others, it is true, have been ni- 
ioed. Howevsr^ tbe feci that many have gone, 
and that the busioess has be«n so lucrative aa to 
induce Others still to continue it, shows that by 
putting out the strong arm of this Qovernment 
we win be amply able te eats^lish a dina orci^ 
land oommunication to California. 

There seems to be here a di^rasiUon to board 
the money whi«h you have, and keep it in ths 
sub-treasury. If that spirit continues to exist, 
I know we can obtain nothing for many great 
objectsfotwhichappropriationsougbt to be made. 
But we have the evidence of every dav*s occar- 
rence that this measure can be carriea forwaidf 
and a communication made from the Missisaif^ 
river to the PuaAa ocean. What nomber of dsyi 
may be required for the trip [ have no idea- I 
hardly thinx it can be done within tbe iwenly- 
five uys limited by this amendmeDt. I do ngt 
^nk die Senators from California will be doing 
jastios to their own State if ibey allow tbe limu 
of twenty-five days to remain. Before adopting 
this policy, which I believe to be wine ia itself,! 
hope they will extend the time, or define the poius 
between which this time is to be made, so that lbs 
line would not be doomed to failure. 

There is one feature in this pronositioD to which 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate. It is 
that the right of preemption to three hundred sad 
twenty acres of land at each point neeeasary for 
a station, not nearer than tea miles from each 
other, shall be granted to tbe partiea who may 
take this contract. I think that is wroiu. It is 
a bond that no other partioa shall hereafter ban 
the contract, add that those who may first take 
it shall have a monopoly. Every staiion at a 
distance of ten miles will be theira, aud ihrea 
hundred and twenty acres of lead tU each station, 
and they will not allow oilier persona to earrr the 
moil without paying usurious interest to toen. 
I should.not object to granting to theae couiract- 
ors, whoever tney may be, a possessory right to 
three hundred and twenty acres of land at every 
ten miles during a period for which tbey nay 
have a contract to carry tbe mail. I should be 
willing to vote for that; but when tbe term of 
their contract shall have expired, I am not wiili^ 
to see that which should command the highest 
hopes of every American citizen — to wit, the 
public power — bartered away. I shall move t» 
strike out tbe ptovisioo giving a preoption lighi 
to the three hundred and iweuty acres of lanJio 
the contractors at every ten miles. If ibe sum 
of six hundred thousand dollars be not eoougk 
to secure the semi-weekly mail) I know fuU well 
that it is worth mUlions to this Govetnmeot to 
establish such a communication, and I would 
vote a million of dollars at once to carry a semi- 
weekly mail. I do not think any Senator ought 
conscientiously to hesitate for a moment aboat 
voting a million of dollars to establish an otci- 
land semi-weekly communication with Califomis. 
I do not look at it as a mere conveyance for car- 
rving letters. I look at it in all our relations with 
California, and the travel between here aud tiure. 
As soon as it is established and becomea aucceaa- 
ful, it will release us from at Icaat a miUioaof 
dollars that we now pay annually for oceanic 
lines. To say, OS the Senator from Virginia has 
said, that this sum is to be in addition to the ex- 
penses of oceanic steamers, is to say ai ooee that 
no number or amount of overland communica- 
iions con ever do away with ihe steamer service; 
and when you say this, you say what is simply 
an absurdity. 

I hope that the mere matter of expense will be 
no consideration at all. Establish at once a com- 
munication with California, and utter no more 
reproaches against her when we are aware thai 
she has added to the wealth and commercial 
prosperity of this country far more than the same 
number of square miles in any section of the 
United States — more than Massachuaetu with 
her manufactures has done; and there I believe 
the people are about as densely crowded as in any 
portion of this Union. 1 shall, at the proper 
time, move the amUtdioeot I have indicated. 
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Mr. RF7SK. There is tm amendment now 
penilin^ to striko out the provision to which the 
Senator obiecia. 

Mr. BIOGS. I have moved to •trike oat the 
wholo of itie third section. 

Mr. RUSK. TliDi part of it which relates to 
therig/itorvayiinotmalArial. I am willing to 
■trike out thatpart 

Mr. JOHNSON. The third eection provides 
for the right of way during the continuance of the 
service. I believe that is just, and I think the 
language ia sufficientljr clear. It gives to die 
contractors an unquesuoned right of way, and it 
ought not to be stricken out, but the latter part 
of the section I think ought to be stricken out. 

I have stated that I am in fhvor of this measure. 
It does not ^o too far when we look at oar obli- 
gations in this respect, and take into the scope of 
mir Tialoa onr whole continent, and the graat re- 
■ponsibilttiesthatdeTolTenpanaB. twishthow- 
CT«r, to turn tbs attention of the Senate to some 
other matters, not so much for the purpose of 
having the Senate see, as that my own pecnile at 
home may see, how poorly I have saeeeeaed in 
my endeavors to represent them here. While I 
am advocating, as I believe, wisely and justly a 
line of four hnrse post-coaches semi-weekly to 
California, the State of Arkansas has been tvirenty- 
one years n member of this Union; she has not 
sven yet got a single daily mail line within her 
Nimits. I Deg pardon; the has one daily mail. 
Oa the extreme west of Arkansas, on the border 
•f the Indian nation — so distant that I can send a 
etterfrom here toSt.Petersburgh.in Russia, and 
obtain an answer before I can get one thence— 
Ihere are two tovma — Fort Smith and Van Buren— 
containing one thousand or fifteen hundred in- 
nabitants each. Between these two towns, lying 
within four or five miles of each other, there is a 
daily mail line actively employed. It is a thou- 
sand miles from connection with any other daily 
line; but it plies fhriously and daily; it keeps up 
commotion in (he whole coantry oy its activity 
between these two little tbwns. It is terrible, and 
will destroy the pablic peace I fear. This is the 
guardian care we have had froAi the General Gov- 
ernment in the dispensation of the blessings of 
the Post Office Department. I cannot bat feel 
how deeply we are indebted. Every time we 
tpply for relief from this oppression, we are told 
such a post office costs so much money, and the 
recetpu are a great deal less. 1 have never been 
able to understand how it happens that whenever 
an application is made the same answer is always 

Siren. For the benefit of the eastern States, a 
STiator from Arkansas, years ago, was found 
voting for a reduction of postage from twenty-five 
cents to five cents. The object was stated to be 
to give increased fkeiliUes and an increased rev- 
enue. It did so between the large cities; bat it 
had no auefa effbct in (he agrienltoral portions of 
the country. In my State, the number of letters 
would probably be as great at twenty-flve cents 
as at fi vo cents postage. The post office revenues 
are increased elsewhere, but not there. Traders 
write many letters; but an agricultural people 
write but seldom. Between cities — in densely 
crowded society — many people may be induced 
to send letters at five cenU who would not send 
them if the postage were twenty-five cents; but 
it is not so among an agricultural community. 
Much of our snfl^ritw is the eonse^enee; and 
still I urge, the State of Arkansas, which has been 
twenty-one years in this Union, with a popuhi- 
tioii of four hundred or four hundred and fifty 
thousand, as the votes in the last August election 
show, we have but a single daily hne between 
two little towns on the border of an Indian nation, 
about five bondred miles fh>m the Mississippi 
river. This is the spirit in which the Post Office 
Department is administered for the benefit of Ark- 
ansas. Ought I to sit silent any Ionger,and allow 
such a course to pass without remark? 

About 1840 there was, from Little Rock to 
Batesville, in the norihefn purt of our State, a 
four-horse post coach line^ yrom Little Rock to 
iViB extreme BootJiwesr, //J ' j/pection of Texas, 
when Texas was not 4 Jfif^het of this Union, 
there was a four-home 'je'^^^tgch line. Then 
Wtt one from IJi(toA,J;Lf ^yempbh.and «n- 

oUierioJ^saBBm VO^'a^^ " ""(flA^ur- 
WpostcMfl*"*^^ 'f^itM of tii^y^te. 



except on a part of the routes from N^)oleon to 

Little Rock. 

Now, turn to the State of Michigan, which 
came into the Union at the ssme time with Ark- 
ansas. She has been protected all the time by the 
Postmaster Generals. She ia shingled all over 
with post routes. Wisconsin, which was admit- 
ted long after Arkansas, Is covered with mail 
routes. I rejoice with these States in their hap- 
piness, but the fact that my own Slate suffers 
makes me feel it most keenly. Those who rep- 
resent Aifamsas have been too modest in declaring 
the evil* under which they suffer, and have not 
been sufficiently eame«t m their demands upon 
the powers that oe. When forbearance has ceased 
to be a virtue, it is time Uie trath should be de- 
clared with very little reverence or regard for 
aoypowers. 

My friend firom Michigan [Mr. Stuart] the 
other d^y east a few flings at the South as to the 
manner id which her representatives acted in re- 

fard to appropriations. I construed him then to 
e jesting. I did not think he had within him- 
self the feeling of bitterness which his remarks 
implied. I do not thivik it still; but if I wanted 
to point him to a place where the utter disregard 
of anything like jnstice or right was palpable upon 
the part of those who presided over any depart- 
ment of this Government towards a southern 
State, I would point him to the fact that, in the 
limits of Arkansas, which has been twenty-one 
years in this Union, there is not a single daily 
mail with the exception of a abort route of four 
miles, to which I have referred; and but two 
four^orse post-coaches. There it not a Terri- 
tory which has been recently organixed that has 
not now Ikr better mail facilides; and they are 
readily granted on friendly terms to every man 
who represents them. They are cordially greeted 
with " Glad to know you, sir, "when they enter 
the portalaof that magnificent mansion known as 
the Post Office Department — a mansion of power 
and of disregatd of right. Every Territory has 
far better mail service than the uncomplaining 
people of the State which I have the honor to 
represent. ( have never met outside the limits of 
the State, on any line of travel where I have been, 
■ny man from that State whom I have not found to 
be on honest man and a gentleman, and one fit to 
associate with. I say this notwithstanding all 
Uie abuse that I have neard heaped on them; and 
on some occasion I shall take hold of gentlemen 
who seek Arkansas as an object on which to 
expend their jests or malice. That State was 
once represented here by those who required of 
the General Government to accord to her her just 
rights, end she had them. Now, the Govern- 
ment tfarowB on our borders the Indians from 
every other State, and men from other States 
follow them for the sake of the Government's 
patronage, demanding all the petty offices in 
connection with the Indians. I can submit to thia, 
among other acts of injustice, no longer; and I 
hope that hereafter, when justice is asked of this 
body by those who represent a State which sel- 
dom intrudes on your time, and never willingly, 
her representatives will receive at least your can- 
did attention and your support, if they are de- 
serving of it. I am sick and disgusted with the 
contempt we have received at the nanda of a few 
petty despots, I have refused to enter the Post 
Office Department fbr upwards of twelve months, 
I have been compelled to write home that there 
was no justice for us in that Department. Our 
mails are crowded in piles in dinerent parts of 
the States. I have sat here for months receiving 
no letters, and getting no answers to those whicn 
I had written. I do not receive many letters 
which are sent to mc asking for information; or, 
when I do receive them, they have been so long 
on the way that the questions to which they 
relate are disposed of. 

I have stated thus much concerning the man- 
agement of the PottOffice Department in regard to 
my own Slate. I shall take occasion to denounce 
this state of things as long as it continues. I hope 
a reform is at hand. I believe that no portion of 
the appropriations which we make go back so 
directly to the people from whom they are levied 
in the shape of taxes, as the appropriations for 
the postal facilities of the country. I boUere 
sound policy requirea ber to oxpend money fbr 



increasing our postal facilities, and particularly 
creating a connection with our Pacific poases- 
sions. I hope that this will be done elfpctivciy, 
and at once, and that an expense even of a million 
of dollars, if necessary, will be considered no ob- 
suicle. In fhct a million of dollars, although we 
have never asked for anything like it, aho^d be 
regarded as no obstacle to proper facilities on the 
Mississippi river. I shall not detain the Senate 
longer. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I have no dis- 
position to discuss this question generally; but I 
am disposed to call the attention of the ^nate to 
an amendment or two which I have framed after 
consultation with the Senator from Texas and 
the Senator from California in reference to the 
third section. I^ese amendmenta cannot be 
offered now, because the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina it an amendment to 
an amendment; bat I wish to coll the attention of 
the Senate to them at this time. I propose to 
strike out all that relates to the right of way in 
the third section, and to retain the precmpuon 
right with the qualification that it shall be limited 
to lands not disposed of or reserved. The pre- 
emption right whidi is provided for in this section 
is a mere priority of right to purchase. It dors 
not give tneae individuals the land, but simply 
gives them the prior right to buy it at ^1 25 an 
acre when it shall come into market. 

1,00k at the practical effect of it for a moment. 
These men would acquire that risht in equity at 
any rate. Any man who should at thcac tcti- 
miie stations improve the land for four ycers, nnd 
put up the building neccasary to take care of his 
horses and mules, would have an equitable pre- 
emptive right which theGovernmcnt would never 
refuse to honor. It is, therefore, obvious that we 
give nothing by this provision except what the 
contractor would acquire; but wg have this ad- 
vantage: we define the right, we limit it to three 
hundred and twenty acres. It ia simply the prior 
right to buy. Now, what will be the result? To 
draw around those three hundred and twenty acre 
stations other settlements. If the land can bs 
settled at all where these ten-mile stations are, 
agricultural settlers will go there; and they will 
constitute a nucleus and a protection. Then the 
suggestion of the Senator from J^rkansas, that 
the effect of thia will be to exclude a subsequent 
contractor from equality of bene6t, will prove to 
be an error. On the other hand, if it uoea not 
draw around the atationa the settlement to which 
I have alluded, the subsequent contractors will 
not be excluded, because you can give them a pre- 
emption right to three hundred and twenty acret 
of land near by. It will be found, then, I appre- 
hend, as a practical question, that the objections 
mentioned by the Senator from Arkansas are not 
well founded. 1 think it is wise to establish sta- 
tions ten miles apart for the purpose of forminga 
nucleus for aettlementt. The policy will turn oat 
to be wise if eootiderad in that respect, and no 
other. 

In regard to the right of way, there ia no dis- 
pute. I early su^ested to conversation that it 
would be proper to strike out that provision for 
a reason whicn I will state. If thfte contractor! 
should select a route over which subsequently 
you desire to construct a railroad, there might be 
claimed under this provision a priority of right 
of way which would create an obstacle. Since 
the construction of the wagon roads has been 

Erovided for, there ia no reason fbr retaining thit 
inguage; and I understand that the friends of the 
measure have no disposition to retain it. 

It aecms to me that the only importance which 
attaches to thia amendment is, tite importance 
of placing it in the best shape to carry out the 
object, ibave not heard a Senator say that be 
was opposed to it in principle. If any are opposed 
to it, ttiat will be made known hereafter. For 
myaelf, I am willing to agree to the principle, 

firovided the amendment can be placed in a proper 
brm to carry out the object intended. I think 
that to do that there are other small modifications 
which might be made with utility, and which 1 
presume, at the proper time, will not be objected 
to. 

My object in rising is accomplished. _ Iiwa* 
simply to call attention to the two propotitiontin 
the third tecUon; and, instead of itriking them 
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both out, to Huggeflt the propriety of striking out 
the righiof way and retaining the _prei:inptioB,u 
being w'me in itself, but limitine it to lands that 
Ib not disposed of or reserred. Let me give jou 
a reason ar that. The line starts on the Missis- 
sippi; it may cross Indian reserTStiont, or other 
reservations that the GoTemment has mode for 
its own purposes, and the right of preemption 
should not be given upon such land, oecause, in 
the case of the Inditu) rcserTation,it might create 
local difficulties, besides great expense to the 
Oovemment. These views are agreed to by the 
Senator from Texas, who reported the amead- 
ment; and I think, on reflection, the Senator from 
Arkansas will perhaps change his own views on 
the subject. 

Ur. BRODHEAD. The amendment now 
tinder consideration presents a very important 
qoesUon. Since our lai^ acquisitions on the 
Pacific coast, a very important question has sug- 
gested itself to the minds of many men in this 
country. Historianshave informed uatbatmount- 
aiosmake enemies of people who otherwise would 
1(0 friends. We have vast ranges of mountains 
and a great desert between our Pacific posses- 
aioQS and the Atlantic States. The habits and 
pursuits of the people upon the Pacific are differ- 
ent fVom those upon tho Atlantic border. Tariff 
laws and commercial regulauons which may suit 
one side of the continent, mar not sulttlie other. 
Hence, the great question will be presented before 
long, whether it would not be as well, if it could 
be done, to have separate governments. 1 do not 
suggest it I butifvG ant to live in peace together, 
we must have rapid communication ; and whether 
such a thin^ is possible I do not know. 

When this amendment was flrat offerod, pro- 
posing an appropriation of $300,000 for carrying 
th« mail semi-monthly to Qilifomta, the inquiry 
which preaentad itself to my mind was, is it prao- 
tieable.' What i« the evidence before the Senate 
on this point? Where is tho recommendation 
from the hea4 of a Department? We are too 
much in the habit here of assuming jurisdiction 
over matters which should be left to the heads of 
th^different Departments as questions of admin- 
istration. If this is practicable, I confess that, in 
view of the anxiety which I have to retain our 
Pacific posseasionB, I am fur it; but, sh-, I should 
like to know from the Post Office Committee what 
evidence thev have of the practicability of carry- 
ing the mails in the manner proposed bj this 
amendment i That is tho point on which 1 have 
difficulty. My friend from Arkansas has pre- 
sented a complaint against the Federal Govern- 
ment for neglect of the new Slates. [Mr. Johhioh. 
My own Stiite.] And his own State in f>articular. 
Why, sir, there never has been such rapid growth 
among any people in any portion of the civilized 
globe OS in our new States. Every stroke of the 
woodman's ax in the valley of the Mississippi 
seems to augment their dominion and enlarge their 
power. The Federal Crovernment has been ex- 
csediDgtvliberal,itseemstoine,totbcm. Within 
the lost nve years we have granted twcntymilliou 
acres of public lands to aid in the construction 
of railroads. I know it Is an oblique mode of 
legislation; it is embarking the Federal Govern- 
ment in a Bpecic#of internal improvement; it is a 
roundabout mode of doing it, to oe sure, by grant- 
ing alternate •eetions; but in view of the large 
land grants — in view of the laige appropriations 
for other purposes, I think our friends from the 
new States have no just ground for complaint. 
Iiook at tlieir growth, look at their prosperity. 
Why shouM they complain of the Federal Gh>T- 
•moient? Ifthere is any reliable evidence before 
the Senate as to the practicability of the project 
proposed in this omeadnMnt, I would be in fkvor 
of It. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The cardinal principle 
I believe at the bottom of this Post Office Depart- 
ment, which is a very interesting and important 
one, is this; to make the income of the Post 
Office Department pay its expenses; that is to say, 
those who please to exchange communications 
and correspondence arc to do it at their own ex- , 
pense, by paying for it such a sum as will sus- 
tain the Post Omc establishment. Tliat is the 
idea upon which the Post Office was founded in 
this country. That is the principle upon which, 
for a long Umc, it was conducted. You, very 



properly, as I think, undertook some yean ago 
greatly to diminish the rate of postage. It was 
said that for some time this diminution in the rate 
of poston woukl diminish greatly the reveooe of 
the Post office Deportment, thougo ultimately the 
reduction in the price of the letten would increase 
their number, and bring up the revenue to a rate 
which would support the whole establishment. 
It was on that idea that the Government inter- 

gDsed to supply additional reveooe to sustain the 
oat Office Department, supplying to it money 
out of the punie Treasury oerivid flrom other 
sources to carry it on. 

Now, accoraing to this bill, it seems that 
it is necessary to fbmish on additional sum of 
|S,500,000 to enable the Post Office Department to 
get along. After using all its proper revenues, 
there is a deficiency which the people of the 
United States have to pay. Without any regard 
to the correspondence that is carried on through 
the Department, or any use made of it, there is a 
sum exacted from the whole country which is to 
make up a deficiency in the expenses of that De- 
partment, and that is estimated in this bill at 
]^,500,00(). I have no objection to that, though 
It is a departure from pnnciple. I wish to see 
every ud and facility of this sort furnished within 
any rsasonable bounds. 

What do we now propoM to do? With an ex- 
cess of expenditure of |3,500,000, which we are 
advancing from tho Treasury, you propose to 
add to the Post Office establishment another great 
chai^, by contracting for the transportation of 
a moil two thousand miles over lana from some 
point on the Mississippi river to the city of San 
Francisco. I ask what is the probable result of 
this scheme ? Gentlemen will allow me for a mo- 
ment to consider it merely as a business transac- 
tion, to be regarded and aecided according to the 
' mineiples on which the whole Department rests. 
What is ths income, by way of postage, that you 
expect from this route when established ? Do you 
expect 150,000? Do you expect (90,000? lam 
certain that |50,000 n year will be a very extrav- 
agant allowance; |S5,000 will be more than the 
amount received. The balance of the |600,000 
proposed to be paid for a aemi-weekly mail will 
be |575,000, to be imposed on the whole pdople, 
for the purpose of this accommodation. Is that 
proper in us as sage men; economical, liberally 
economical; munificent, but wisely munificent in 
. the use of the public money ? Twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars we are to receive, and we are to pay 
|600,000 forit. That is the buoiness view of the 
transaction. I think it ought to be entirely con- 
clusive ogsinst the whole measure. Tu me these 
amendments give no concern. I am against tbe 
whole project as premature, as producing no ade- 
quate result, as inappropriate in point of time 
and point of occasion. 

My friend from Texas [Mr. Rois] says that 
the Post Office Committee have well considered 
this subject. I have no doubt they have in one 
aspect. They have supposed the thing must lie 
done, and then they have considered what is the 
probable cost of it. They have considered the 
comparati ve merits ofasemi-monthly, of a weekly, 
and of a semi-weekly mail, and they have con- 
sidered the prices for which it can probably be 
done. Three hundred thousand dollara, |450,000, 
|GOO,000 — these are the several prices at which 
they suppose these several projects may be exe- 
cuted. They have considered that well; but did 
they coneider at all (it has not entered into the 
argument here) the primary question of whether 
this route is necessary or not; whether it is de- 
manded by any consideration, or any policy, or 
any principle upon which the Post Office estab- 
lisoment is founded ? They do not seem to have 
considered that,for it has not been urged. Mow 
darkly are we proceeding on this subject! Can 
the gentleman tell me (for I am in the dark about 
it) whether the Postmaster General hfs been con- 
sulted on this subject; whether the Postmaster 
General has made any estimate of tho cost of the 
project; whetherthe Postmaster General has made 
any estimate of the amount probably to be received 
from the postage on letters conveyed by it ? No, 
sir. Of all these things, so far as any informa- 
tion has been given here, we arc enurcly in the 
dark. As to the practicability of the scheme wc 
are entirely ia the dark— igaonuit of the practi- 
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cability, ignorant of tbe result, knowine only tbe 
heavy cost which we are to sustain. We are to 
act upon some broad and general elementary sort 
of notion about the grandeur of the coDDtrr and 
the obligations upon us to afford patriotiewy the 
means of communication between the different 
sections of the country. This is no basts upon 
which we ought to enter into such schemes. 
These notions are too general ; they ore too Tague, 
and altogether too unsatisfactory OS a juatificaiioD 
for a measure like this. 

1 feel, as other gentlemen do, the necessity of 
doing all that can reasonably be done within the 
limits and prescriptions of the Constitution to 
cement and strengthen the Union. I will do it, 
but I will not be led into extravagaoee like this 
upon any general and v^ue ideas urged that nidi 
expenditures as these are necessary to the Uoion. 
The Union imposes no such obligations; and if 
the patriotism of any State or community depends 
on whether it shall have a weekly, aemi-weekly, 
or semi-monthly mail — if its patriotism rises and 
fhllsaecordinc to thatscale,but very little reliance 
can beplacea upon it when the Union is in ques- 
tion. I do not believe the sentiment or the feel- 
ing of California depends on any such considera- 
tions, but those that are much nighsr and much 
deeper. 

Sir, I have a word to say to gentlemen who an 
complaining of the want of post office fiicilities. 
Every eentfeman, wherever he lives, wants adoily 
mail. Every gentleman would find it a conveni- 
ence if the moil would come to his door, and bring 
the news of all the world, and put it upon his 
table. I know thot; and I have no doubt be would 
feel under obligations to those who would under- 
take to do this work for him; but can the Gov- 
ernment undertake to perform such a task a« that? 
Suretynot. Whynot? Because of the expotse. 
Sordid as that considnation may be in the minds 
of some gentlemen, to that we must look; to that 
we must go back aa the foundation of ^ these 
things. Upon that it rests, and without that it 
cannot exist. Why, siri it is not very many 
yeara ago since a most venerable and illustrioaa 
old gentleman, as I may call him, Mr. John 
Brown, who was the firat Representative of the 
State of Kentucky in Congress, told me, aa oa 
anecdote to mark the progress of thinn, that 
when be was in the Congress ofthe United States 
be, with great labor, and by giving, as he smil- 
ingly said, several votes for other measures that 
wera not at all acreeable to him, and by impor- 
tunity with his f^nds, procured a post office to 
be established at Pittsburg for the accommoda- 
tion of the West. Eentuocy was Uien a State; 
you know what the Weat is. Pittsburg was as 
far west as they could get Congress to go with 
the Post Office iJepartment, or any of its agencies; 
and the mail was carried there onnorsebsuik twice 
a month. The West then had inhabitant* in it 
who had been accustomed to all the fkcilities and 
advantages afforded by the most populous regions 
of this part of the world; yet they bore allthis, 
and were delighted with tlie aceommodatioa 
granted by establishing a post offi^ at Pitts- 
burg. 

Now, let gentlemen who become a little diasat- 
isfied when they think there are greater facilities 
elsewhere than in their own particular section, re- 
member exactly the condition of their fathers oa 
this subject, particularly those of the West, and 
I think It might tend alittle to adjust their feel- 
ings. Why, sir, twenty years ago, from Ohio, 
from Kentudiy, and from Tennessee, there were 
no four-horse stsfe-eooehea, or two-horse stage- 
coaches, or any other means of coming to the city 
of Washington but on horseback; but this was 
not considered so unendurable in itself. People 
went along ns cheerfully and happily as tbey ds 
now. Happy is the country that can fumirii 
greater faeihties. I am not for taking a step back- 
ward, but I am not for being intoxicaleo; I mm 
not for proceeding on any exaggerations. 

Now, Tou propose a four-horse line of stage- 
coaches irom some point on the Mississippi river 
to San Francisco, througha desert country of two 
thousand miles— not omy through a desert conn- 
try, but through a hostile country of two thousand 
miles. I ask gentlemen to consider the pnyect 
soberly, and say whether if it is not premature 
to do Ibis Wait until your lins can go n Uttia 
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J^rther towarclii aupporting iUwlf— wait nnlil aaA- 
ly, at least, shall auend your mails and the p&ssen* 

Sera on board your •tage-coaches, before yon un- 
ertaketo eitaQlish this sort of system. It is out 
of season, outof time, iDappropriate.extraTagact, 
exaggeratedinthehighestdeipvfl. IcareiioUung 
about this. I care nothing about whether you 
take the one or the other of these propoutions. 
They are aU extravagaDt, and ei^uaUy so. I do 
not say that the labor of performmg the serrico, 
if the Bchems be praeticaUe, may not be worth 
the money. 1 am not capable of maJdng that ei- 
timate; but I say the whole scheme is inappro- 
priate, the whole scheme is wrong— wrong in its 
foundation, wrong in the time, and it wul torn 
out to be an abortion in ererything else but de- 
pleting your Treasury of hundreds of thonianda 
of dollars. 

I aak'the attention of the S«Date for a single 
moment to some of the consideFaiiona that neeee- 
aarily address themselves to us when we are 
acting on this subject. I hope some gentleman, 
if there is anv one here who recollects the exact 
sum, will tell me at what cost the mail is now 
carried by steamships from the Atlantic States to 
San Francisco. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Nine hundred and eighty 
thousand d ollar s. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It costs nearly a mil- 
lion of dollan. If I understand it, ihsre is an 
overland mail now through Uti^, by the City of 
the Salt Lake, to Sacramento, is there not? 

Mr. WELLER. There is one route from Salt 
Lake. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There is now one over- 
land communication Ibr the mail there. What 
the cost of it is 1 do not know. The gentleman 
from California can inform the Senate on that 
point. This matter has come suddenly upon us; 
the Postmaster General has not been consulted 
or called upon for information; but hers is one 
post office establishment by sea at a cost of nearly 
one million of dollars, and then there is a l&ni 
communication to Salt Lake from the western 
part of Missouri, and from Salt Lake City to the 
city of Sacramento, thence falling into the various 
lines of communication in Caltmmia. All this 
exists now. 

Mr. WEXXER. There is a mail from Salt 
Lake City to Los Angeles. That is all. 

Mr. CRITTENDI^. It is to California, and 
of course to all California. You hare then, par- 
haps, 11,300,000 now of annual expense in carry- 
ing the mail to California. What more is pro- 
posed in this project? They have now a line, I 
believe a semi-monthly line, from San Francisco 
to the mouth of Columbia river. I do not know 
what that cosU; I dare say (1300,000 more. You 
have, in addition to it, a proposition in this very 
bill fbr a mail tranaportauon trom San Franeisoo 
to Puget Sound, running up along the same line 
as far as the month of Coluinbia river with the 
other line, and going onward to Puget Sound, at 
#135,000. 

Mr. OWIN. I will give the Senator the exact 
eo«t of the steamship lines. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Do. 
Mr. OWIN. I can inform the Senator from 
Kentucky within a few doUarsof the exact amount 
now paid to convey the mails (Irom New Vork and 
New Orleans to Astoria, in Oregon, not to Cali- 
fornia, for we have never had a mail contract to 
carry the mails to California. The only contract 
that has ever been made was to carry tne mail to 
Oregon, before California was a part of the Con- 
federacy. It is to run for ten years, and will ex- 
pire in about euhteen months. This mail route 
from New York and New Orleans to Aspinwall, 
costs annoally (390,000. From A^inwall to As- 
toria f346,350. Across the Isthmus of. Panama 
about ^150,000, making in the aggregate, the cost 
of this route annually, i785,00(K 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There seems to be a 
variety of opinion on this point. I wish the gen- 
Hemen who had the labj^ in change had applied 
to the Poetowtstei- Geiie^. fyr this information. 
There wa may J>«re»otfc^*:g information. There 
may be ehangw and s/W'^r^p, as to the price 
tliat gentlemes Aen-.V^^i*"!* of. Tie Senator 



Mr. WELLER. The contract was made for 
ten years, and has not been changed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The cost of the present mail 
service to California is about |960,0u0. 

Mr. WELLER. Not to California, bat to 
Astoria. 

Mr. RUSK. I can explain. I stated before, 
in general terms—perhaps I might bo more accu- 
rate in detail— that it costs us nearly a million of 
dollars. We have a contract from New York 
to Chagres, by the way of Havana, that costs 
ifiSO^. Then is a contract on the other side 
uut costs upwards of three hundred thousand 
dollan. 

Mr. GWIN. Three hondred and forty-eight 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. RUSK. We have a contract with the 
Panama Railroad Company to pay by the pound 
for the mail matter that goes over that road, and 
last year their pay was upward* of |1SO,000. I 
do not know woat this year's pay will be, but I 
presume it will be more than that. They have a 
proposition now before Congress, to take the 
contract for five years, at ^00,000 a Jtae* to 
transport the mail across the Isthmus of Panama. 
The contracts from New York to Chores, and 
from Panama to San Francisco, will expire in 
about eighteen months from this time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Tbenitcomestoabout 
what the gentleman from Louisiana stated— over 
nine hundred thousand dollars after all, from New 
York to San Francisco. 

Mr. WELLER. To Astoria, which is seven 
or eight hundred miles Auther north. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It is not necessary to 
dispute about |2Q0,000or 1300,000. [Lauehter.] 
The question is, whether you wilf add to it 
#600.000 or #300,000 more in this impracUcable 
attempt to establish a communication by mail 
across the continent, there being one already es- 
tablished by land and one by sea. That is the 
question. 

Sir, is this the occasion, and is it on such a bill 
as this, that we ought to institute and inaugurate 
a new line — a great line of transportation ? We 
are here making provisions for expenses incurred 
under the Ucwb which authorized them, and upon 
that bill wa are met with a proposition to satab- 
lish a new service which is to cost the Department 
at least $300,000. Are we not entitled to consider 
a proposition of this sort singly and simply by 
itself? Is it appropriate to such a bill to put it 
here, oven if it ought to pass? It is not accord- 
ing to the ordinary rule or course of legislation, 
and ought not, thinvfore, to be applied to this bill. 

There is oiw feature of this proposition which 
shows the vagueness of ideas that exist as to 
this contemplated improvement, as it is called. 
It is to run at the choice of the contractor fVom 
any point on the Mississippi river. The Mis- 
sissippi river is quite a long stream. There are 
two thousand miles along the Mississippi river, 
at the least. Is it to be at the discretion of a 
coDtractor at what point on this line of two thoa- 
sand miles he will commence and establish itt 
Who ever heard of such discretion confided or 
delegated to a contractor. If thisisso necessary, 
cannot gentlemen point out the localities to which 
it is necessary ? Is all that to be left to the choice 
of the contractor himself P It is a great power to 
delegate, if you can delegate it at all, to hepn 
when he pleases on a line of two thousand milea, 
and ran to San Fhtncisco. I am sure there can 
be no precedent for this in any post office law 
that has ever been passed by Congress. Alto- 
gether, I think it is an extravagant, an exagger- 
ated, andaprematoreattempt. ^believe, myself, 
that it is impracticable. At any rate we do not 
know that it is pmetic^Ic. We do know that it 
must be attended with much danger. That is 
certain. 

Under all these circumstances, neither reason 
nor policy, it seems to me, calls on os to make 
this premature exnerimenL I iuipa the amend- 
ment, when it shul eome to that question, will be 
entirely rejected. I shall vole for any alteration 
that tends to bring down the §600,000 to the 
cheapestexperiment proposed — 1300,0()0. lUiink 
that IS enough to pavif we are obliged to pay for 
the experiment at all. 

Mr. wSLLBiBL. 1 think Senators will bear 
witnsH that it ii very nvely that 1 vbtnide my- 



self on the attention of this body. Indeed, my 
repugnance to speaking here is so great that it is 
very seldom that I can obtain the consent of my 
judgmenteven to discuss those questions in whicn 
the people I representareimmediately interested. 
But, sir, after the remarks which have been made 
here to-night in oppoaitiim to this measnre, I 
could not remain silent. 

The Senator fhim Kentucky, who has just 
taken his seat, has assumed that he understands 
this subject much better than we who live upon 
the Pacific; and that he, too, is alone prepared to 
determine Uie practicability of the proposed route. 
Now, Mr. President, allow me to say that if I 
did not regard this as a practicable route — as one 
that could be easily carried into operation , I should 
be among the last Senatorsion this floor to advo- 
cate it. Ido not desire that this Government shall 
engage in any wild or visionary schemes. I do 
not desire that a single dollar of the public Treas- 
ury shall be expended unless there can be return- 
ing benefits to tne people. 

The Senator from Kentucky — I did not desire 
to interrupt him in his discourse- has assumed 
that you will receive for Uie sii hundred thousand 
dollus which it is proposed to expend, some fifty 
thousand dollan in the way ofpostages. Surely 
my distinguished friend from Kentuwy had not 
turned his attention to the subject, or else he 
would have expressed no such opinion. For the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1651, being the first 
year the postage statistics are flimished for CaU- 
fbrnia, the whole amount ofpostages paid in the 
United States by a population of twenty-three 
millioBSiWas |6,tfl5,000,about twenty-seven cenu 
per inhabitant; while California, with a popula- 
tion of less than two hundred thousand, paid 
|303,000, equal to one dollar and fifty-one cents 
per inhabitant. During that year, although Cali- 
fornia was the youngest State in the Conuderacy, 
she paid |303,600 by way of postage — more than 
the State, the venerable State, represented bv my 
honorable ftiend on this floor, paid into the Treas- 
ury in the way of postage. 

A^n, in the year 1854, after the reduction 
of postage had been effected, California, with a 
population of two hundred and fifty thousand, paid 
#356,000 of postagva, bsing one dollar and two 
cents per head for each inhabitant-^more than 
four times as much as the inhabitants of the State 
so ably represented by my distinguished friend 
from Kentucky. I state ttiese facts in answer to 
the assertion of the Senator from Kentucky, that 
he supposed #50,000 (and he thought that was a 
very lioeral allowance) was as much as could be 
anticipated in the way of postage from this rants 
— I believe my friend ultimately fell down to 
#35,000 in this calculation. 

Now, how stands the fact? My friend firom 
Kwtooky has a daily mail which will enable him 
to communicate every day with his constitoents. 
He can hear fiom his family, if he chooses, ever/ 
hour. Under the very liberal and generous policy 
which you had adopted, I am alfowed to corre- 
spond with my conatttoenLatwiceamonth;andhe 
thinks that any extension of this would be an act 
of liberality and generality which the people on 
the Pacificare not entitled to! Why,nr,hemys 
that thev established in early tifhes a post office 
at Pittsburg, which was regarded as a rery re- 
mote frontier post. I have no doubt, adopting the 
ideas of that day, my friend thinks there is mmiody 
now on the Pacific ocean , being still ftirtber west, 
thatonghttoaakforonypostomcethere. Within 
the last eight years five nundred thousand of our 
people have gone to the Pacific coast. They are 
standing there on the shores of that mighty ocean 
under the protection of the same flag that waves 
over you in the heart of Kentucky. Theyfesl 
th(U they are a part of the American Union. They 
feel that they hare a right to demand from you 
the same privil^es, the same benefits that you in 
the interior of thu country, under the beneficent 
protection of theGK>vernment, have had extended 
to yon. We ask an equal participation in the 
blessings of the Federal Government. 

Sir, Uiatis all we ask. We ask that that sys- 
tem which has enabled you to become a mighty 
community shall be extended to your brethna 
who ore now upon the for and dulant PMifie. 
We ask for tlM privilege of commDnuatbc 
Ihnmgh otir own lenilory aemi-WHkly it w 
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ehoow, with our brethien in our uieieot bomea. 

8eMU»- from Kentucky denin it to us. He 
will fbroe ut to travel through the tropica-, he will 
force uatopAM through a foreien country, when 
a Iai%e numl>er of our people mtb already been 
daughlered, both upon the Nicaragua ana Pan- 
ama route, by refu«ng to enable aa to traniiport 
the mails through our own country. la that jua- 
lice? Is that liberality? la this the jwliey which 
itiW strengthen the Union and bind ua more 
ekmety together? 

I need not tell yon that during the last two 
yeara the fact has been deraonatrated that it is 
utterly impossible to rely on die transportation of 
^Mir mails through a foreign country. In earrr- 
11^ ytnir mails by Panama, but a few months 
■meet a large numoer of Americana were alaugh- 
tend by an inftariated mob. Leas than a year 
ago some twenty or thirty of vour countrymen, 
pnorablft etttzena, aeehiirg their home on the 
PaeMc, Wen killed in passing through Nicaragua, 
la thia to be continued t Are we, because ofour 
itniotenesa, to be denied poatal facilittea? Are 
we to be shut out from the beneltta of this Cnion 
because we happen to be in a far and dis- 
tant country? Is that the policy of the dtatin- 

Siiahed Senator from Kentucky ? 1 truat, air, 
at none of that old fogyism which is ao much 
■boken of in thia day, has ever found a lodgment 
in the mind of the Senator from Kentucky; he, I 
IwTe no doubt, remoTcd to Kmtocky when llmt 
was a fVonlier State, occupied by Indians and 
iHih sparse aettlementa, who were compelled to 
rt^y on the protection of the Federal GoTernment 
against the hostile tribes, and now their descend- 
ants have found their way to the Pacific and are 
asking Vw the aame protection there. 

Mr. Preaident, what ia the objection to thia 
neaBore? The Senator from Kentucky doea not 
know whether it is necessary. Let me aak the 
Senator whether he doea not concede that it is 
naeeasary to have mail communications with the 
FteUe coast. My colleague has already told you 
that in eighteen months from thia time the cod- 
Ifact which ia made for the transportation of the 
■Mail by ocean steamera expires. Doea he pro- 
to renew it; or doea he intend to cut loose 
tts entirely, and refuae to afford ua any 
neana of eommuDieating with the Federal OoT- 
emment? If he is not reedy to give ua a mail 
oreriand, what doea he propose to give ua ? To 
renewtfaeseateamercontracts? Hardly, I should 
think. He could hardly find it in hie heart to 
eompel us to paaa through an enemy % eotintnr, 
orimtber, through aeountry br no means friendly 
to na, and a climate inhoapitable, in order to hold 
fsofnmanieation with our brethren. Sir. we are 
aaking you to-night to give us a mail through our 
own eouatry, not dependent on the will and ca- 
price of a foreign country; but a mail through our 
own country, under the protection of our own flag 
over every inch of the ground that it paaaaa. That 
i» the whole of it. 

I call upon the Senator from Kentucky to tell 
iM what be proposes to do at the expiration of 
ihia ocean mail steam contract? It will require, 
perhaps, mor« than a year to Mock thia road, and 
to enable the pigiies to transport the mail. It 
will take more than a million and a half of dollara 
to provide the neeeaaary stock. We desire at 
this eariy day to make this arrangement to super- 
■ede the necessity of being compelled again to 
enter into a contract for Uie tranapOTtation of the 
imii in ocean steamers. 

Mr. President, 1 do not desire to prolong this 
diaeusaion. There are many things in the re- 
nhurka of the Senator from Kentucky to which I 
deaired to aUude,btit I am anzioaa to obtain a vote 
on the bill. If he is oppoaed to it I desire that 
he shall say to me what plan he proposes for com- 
launicating with California, Oregon, and Waah- 
incton? Every one must see that within the next 
fifteen yeara the Pacific ocean will be the scene 
of the mightieat operations that ever transpired 
in the history of this Republic. If you desire to 
have a communication through your own terri- 
tory, if you desire to be independent of any for- 
eign Government, if you desire to communicate 
with us directly and immediately, without the 
intervention or intcrftrence of other Powers, give 
ua tfas mail asked for by nqr firiend fhun Tezai. 
Hwt ia what we want. 



I am sure, air, that we have not been exorbif- 
tani in our demanda. I have no eompUint to 
make of the manner in which the Senate have 
treated the State which I have the honor to rep- 
resent. I know that in thia body a liberal spirit 
has been manifested towards Califomia. f do 
not synipathiKe with those of my countrymen 
who are constanUy denouncing the Federal Oov- 
cmment as illiberal and unjust to na. I doubt not 
that when the record of this session is made up, 
it will be found that we have little to complain of. 
In asking thia mail communication, we Ininkwe 
are demanding no more than any other oeetien 
the Union wouM have a right to denund. I say, 
then, to the Senators from the older States who are 
daily in communication wiUi their conatituenta, 
that it is uniuat to aubjectus to the tranaportation 
of our mails through a foreign country, semi* 
monthly, when you can provide the meana of 
transporting the mails through your own Terri- 
toriea. 

Allow me to say to the Seirator from Kentnelry , 
that the dangera from Indians are very much 
exaggerated. You can select a route where yon 
can carry your mails with an ordinary number 
of passengers, and a very small escort will be suf- 
ficient protection against all the hostile Indiana 
that can be encountered. There are energy and 
enterprise and capital enough in this country to 
carry on this great 9rork should ll be the pleaaute 
of Congreas to paaa this bill. 

But, Mr. President, 1 do not desire to continue 
the debate. I am very sure there ia no man on 
thia floor who ^>eaks with greater reluctance than 
I do. I have relied on the good sense and intel- 
ligence ofthe Senate to carry through those meas- 
ures which I regarded as important to my con- 
atituenta; and as my dars amongst you are very 
few, and like my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
PaATT,] already numbered, I hope the Senate 
will, as an act of justice to the people of Califor- 
nia, pass thia measure to-nJght. It is, perhapa, 
the last Aivor I ahall have to aak of this body. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. Preeident, I tender my 
thanka to the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cair- 
tekdem] for the remarka which he naa made, in 
his attempt to bring before the Senate and the 
country aome principle of action in public expend- 
iture. He has pointed out to the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia by what principle we have become great, 

Srosperous, and nappy, on thia aide of the Rocky 
fountains. Our poat office ayetem was estab- 
lished on the principle that the Crovernment would 
undertake the business of carrying the people's 
lettera upon the eonaideration that the people 
should pay the Government what it cost. That 
was the entire principle. That was the common- 
sense priniciple. It woa aereat amelioration oif 
the European system. In En^and, forhundreda 
of yeva Uie Government made the post office a 
monopoly to make revenue, and to this day, 
tkoi^;li it has been gready ameliorated, it makes 
a revenue of two or three millions. All the Gov- 
ernments of the Old World seized this busineaa 
of taking care of the tranaportation of the lettera 
of the people aa a matter or profit. The Govern- 
ment of the United States, in a liberal, enlighl^ 
ened, and just spirit, &id , ■* This is wrong; oura is 
a Government of the people; we do not choose to 
seize thia branch of the public business aea means 
of making money; but^ there are certain reasons 
why the Government can manage it to advantage, 
and we have poWcr to traneport the maila all over, 
the United States. ' ' It was on conaideraiions like 
these that it was deemed proper to give to Con- 
gress power to establish post offices and poet 
roada. The object waa that the ay stem should 
at leaat pay ita expenaea, if it did not yidd a rev- 
enue. Apfdy that rule to California, and how 
doea she suind? Kentucky, although she haa 
been in the Union aince 1790, has never received 
one tenth the bencfita conferred on Califomia, 
which hAs been in the Union only seven yeara. 
The California mails to^ay do not pay one half 
the cost of the mail service. The sound principle 
haa been departed from in California, In Ken- 
tucky, if there is a neighborhood that wanta a 
measure, it is granted only when it ia seen that 
the lettera will pay a certain percentage of the 
cost. 

Mr. WELLER. X>oea the Senator undertake 
to sejr^ibai the ayaleBiof the PoitOSw Depart- 
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I iiient bdng supported by^the postagea was never 
I abandoned until Califomia came into the Union f 
I underatand that syetem was abandoned long 
I aeo. The Post Office has been a charge on the 
1 reaaury for a great number of yeara, and that 
charge haa certainly not been produced by aa 
exienalon of mail meilities for Califomm. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The change of principle was 
introduced under mistaken prciensea; but the 
Senator from Vermont, who haa been Poaimaster 
General, can state how the fact is. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The principle has been 
that the Department ahonid pay iu own expenaea, 
except that, when there was a change ih the rates 
of postage, an appropriation waa made to meet 
the temporary loaa which would reault from that 
change for a year or two. At the timel had the 
honor of undergoing the drudgery of thia Depart- 
ment, the postages paid its exuenaes. That was 
in 1849 and I8M. 

Mr. WELLER. There were appropriation* 
every year to meet what the Senator from Ver- 
mont calls temporary charges. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have been here during these 
changea of postage, and I understand the qoea- 
tion, and can give the history of it. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no doubt the Senator 
underatands it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Hie first miatake was when 
the attempt was made to bring the postage dowa 
to five and ten cents. Look to the reporu made 
in this body and the other House in favor of that 
change, and you will find that the great argument 
was, that England had reduced her poaiage to a 
penny, which had resulted in an increase i» reve- 
nue, and that if the some principle were puraued 
here, the reault would be the same. That waa aa 
appeal to the whole nation; but it haa turned out, 
like most achemea of jobbers, to be a delusion, 
and it is hard to get ba4» to the truth. While my 
friend from Vermont waa in the Post Office De- 
partment, the rales of five and ten eenta westf 
about approximating to the point wliere ihs De- 
partment waa paying for itastf. 

Mr.COLLAMElL ItdidpayfiiritMlfwhita 
I waa there, 

Mr. TOOMBS. When the five and ten cents 
ayatem reached the point of paying for itself, it 
was said three cenu would pay. 1 believe the 
Senator from Vermont raiaed hisvoiee ava^ast iL 

Mr. COLLAMER. Yea, air. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The appeal waa made to the 
system adopted in England, a country not larger 
than the State of Georgia, containing aixty or 
seventy thousand square miles.densely inhabited, 
with one half the population in towns where the 
transportation is cheap. They may well carry 
lettera for a penny all over the kingdom. The 
Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States were perauaded, aad pretended to bs 
satisfied, that that ayatem would work over thia 
vast continent. I did not believe it, and I do not 
suppose one half of those who heard it believed 
it. It is one of those pretexts which are liable to 
be urged in all confederacies and all free govern* 
menu by the favored claasea, the claasea that act 
in concert, the commercial elaaaes, to throw the 
coat of their bnaineaa on the boneai agricultorista. 
When we reduced the poatage to three ceniathey 
told us it would pay. We found that it did not 
pay, aad then we were toldi " Wut a while; it 
win pay sAeif a whib; give it time." We have 
given it time. We appropriated i700,000 for a few 
veara to enable it to get on, and now in thievery 
oill there is an appropriation of nearly |3,000,0n) 
to supply the deficiency. I aak my friend from 
Texna if that is not so? Is there not in this bill 
an appropriation of |S,800,000 for a defieisney of 
the revenues of the Foat Office Department. 

Mr. RUSK. Yea, sir, and I can very eaaSy 
explain it. It haa not been brought about by 
fraud in legialatioo,but it ia the reault of anotfaw 
cause wUob I think ia Tery ersditabla to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is broi^t about by the at- 
tempt of persons in the large cities,those who own 
newapapera, that indulge in aeurriloua diatribes, 
to have their eormpondenoe and newapapera 
carried for nothing. They made the people 
lieve, and made Congreas believe, that On system 
of low postages would pay. I say there lies the 
fiMid. who ptociirtfl tiM chai^ knew it 

Digitized by Google 



I8B7.} APPEWPn: TO THE CONGRKSHOff AL CttiTOE. «8 

34th Cono...^d Scss. Pott jfypropriaHon BiU—Mr, Tootnbtf ]S§r. Rutlc. StiuiitB. 



would not succeed, but iJny knew vhen it wu 
ntabliehed it could not be got rid of euily. It 
will lake an upriaii^ of the people to «t rid of 
it. I uv thRt every report in Mth Hoa*e« in 
favorof the three-centayitem waaontheanump' 
tion that it would pay ttaexpeOMS. Iwasamera- 
ber of Conpresa when that reduetion was made, 
and I know the aipttnent waa that it wouW pay. 

The Senator fr«n CaliTomia saya that be want* 
the ay atem by which we have goX rich. That wm 
the ayatetn which compelled the Feat Office De- 
partment te pay for itself. For a lone time the 
OoTernnMatliad in fiict b«t lUtle to & with the 
PoatOOee. BatthePoatnuMcrOenaraleoUaetad 
the poetaM aad axpendei the mousy. He waa 
authorizea to let eontiaela to the beat adrantna, 
and to spend all tb« money be reoeiTed fbr we 
public benefit, without oonmg to Conemis for a 
cent. That was the princiide on wbidi this De- 
partment was started. Is it not a sound prin* 
ciple i Those who want iow postages are the 
mercantila elaasca — not the hooeat miner in the 
interior of the mountains of Oalifomia, who has 
occasion to write bat few letters, bat the mer- 
chant, the broker, the banker, who is writing a 
bushel of letteraaday. He prefers to pay three 
centa iiisisad of six cents, fbr he knows 'that he 
is making money, whoever else pays it. The sys- 
tem for which the Senato* from California cob* 
tends would be dxnit aa fair a same as if a law- 
yer in one of our country villages, receiving 
twenty or thirty letters a day, shwU propose to 
a farmer who had only to write once > year 
something atxnit his wheat or wool eUp, " Qood 
friend, let us have a box in common, and pay 
equally for it; you write as many letters aa yon 
pfeaae, and I aa many aa 1 please, and let na pay 
alike." Bvery man in thin eonatry ooght to be 
willing topay n>r the particalar benefit be receins 
from the QoTemnent, where it can beaseertanied. 
In regard to the Post Office establishment it can 
be ascertained exactly, or within a reaeoDabla 
approximation. If a man writes one hundred 
letters he should pay for every one of them. If 
a man writes no letters he shewd be szemptfVom 
paying postace. 

Why should you compel the great mass of the 
■gricutturists, who have no occasion to write 
ten letter* a year, topay for the letters vi the 
meroantik classes? That ia your poet office sys- 
tcm now. You levied oat of the common Tt^m- 
ury $3,000,000, under the pretense of the public 

good, in order that you may pavtbe expenses of 
le mercantile interests, and of lawyers and doe- 
tors and professioBDl men. You levy peace out 
of poverty, in order that you may swell the cof- 
fers of the trading classes. That is your system. 

We have now one mail line to California; but 
we are told that it goes throtuh a foreign coun- 
try. When it was cttabUshed it was said to be 
the best way. I know jrou pay enough for it to 
be the best way. You pay, at has already hetn 
stated, neariy a million of dollars a year to con- 
vey letters to and fVom the Pacific coast; and tin 
postages received on thia line have not paid half 
theexpensosince itwasestablisbed. Ifthatnrate 
was in Georgia or in Kentucky, it would be dis- 
continued on the post office rule which provides 
that if a route does not pay a certain proportion 
of the expense itah^l be stopped. I adc my friend 
from Vermont if (hat woula not be the result? 

Mr. COLLAM&R. We should have to curtail 
the service in such a eaae. 

Mr. WRI.r.RR. But not diaoontimie the mail. 
The raai) is now carried over many routes id 
Georgia that do not pay. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Evety route must pay a cer- 
tain proportion, or it is stopped. I knowjustice 
would require thateadi route should fwy for ii- 
Bolfi but that has not been our system. To this 
extent, however, the principle has been acknowl- 
edged— that the whole funa received from letters 
should pay the whole costof their transportation. 
That lias been the principle, but it has not been 
equal in every respect, because exact equality 
wsa not attainable. Oar honest and ssnsiblsfiHe- 
fathers put it on that principle as a safe one. 
Apply to it that role, and no State has been aa 
much petted, or has had as much money for mail 
faciliiius aa California. She causes a lai^ por- 
tion of the deficiency. If the other poruoos of 
the Unioo were domeot to the some extent a> 



California is at this day without this additional 
route, you would have to pay (5,000 JMO inatead 
of 13,800,000 for Poat Office deficienows. In the 
fece of these facts, and although she has already 
mail faeilitiee thrice grsater than her postage re- 
oeipU, we are called upon to pay $600,000 a year 
for another route to California. We are told that 
there has been a row at Panama, and that dis- 
turbances are likely to occur in thatneighborhood. 
Weoannot help that until we annex that country. 
I hope the Senator from California oa his way 
home will leach those people the iraportanea of 
not intermpting our route. That, however, is a 
lempontry matter. That eoimtry is our own mill 
path— the way to our own possessions. The 
Qovemment is strong enough to punish any oh- 
stmctions there. 

Mr. WELLER. The only way that you can 
tsacli them is by the bayonet. 

Mr. TOOM^, That is exacdy the remedy 
we apply in all such eases. When people will 
not listen to argument, the bayonet is a very ap- 
propriate reasoner when all others fail. I do not 
objecttothisapplicatiou. 1 say thisdemandisnn- 
reasonable. We are called imon to pay tOOO ,000, 
and not for atemi-weekly maiil. I my there is no 
such want in California. I would hardly estab- 
lish an overland mail to California at all. It is a 
long, unprofitable line, more dangerous than the 
sea. We tried it between Missouri and Santa 
FC, and oar mails have been destroyed by the 
Indians, even under lhal glorious flog whicn the 
Senator from California brou^t into his speech 
vsry conveniently, to aid him in getting this 
money out of the Treasury. A great many more 
mails nave been taken by toe Indians on that route 
than have been destroyed at Panama, and more 
people killed. Such things wUI taapfwa in all 
savage, badly governed trioea;and the only wayto 
avoid them, I suppose, is to annex them, and toen 
oivilixe them according to the American plan of 
civilisation, which is to absorb all weaker tribes. 

We have d<ns no injustice to California. Her 
mail fedlities, even now, are greater than those 
of any other State. Do not Ulk to us about a 
want of liberality to California. We own every 
foot of the public lands there, and yet we have 
not dared to assert ownership over the gold fields 
whioh were bought by the common blood and 
treasure of the oountry. We have not had nerve 
enough— we have not been bold sad honeeteaoBurii 
to assert the Government's right to its own. We 
have sent fleets and armies — we have built forts — 
we have expended pntold miUioos of dollars for 
C^ifiMiiia to a single doUsr that was ever spent 
for the Slate of my frioid firom Kentucky, which 
has geoenlly made her own living— a simple, 
sturdy people, ready to defend the country, ask- 
ina favors from nobody, and willing to pay for 
whatever the Government does for them. We 
are told that California pays more postages than 
Kentoeky. That may be, when you do not take 
into aeeouttt the million of dollars which the Gov- 
ernment pays to take letters to and from San 
Francisco. Ths postage on that very Jine, of all 
letters carried fnun Ban Francisco to New York, 
is collected at San Fimneiseo, and therefore the 
reoeipu of postage Ihue are very lam, as they 
are at the city ofNew York. The city of New 
York collects the money for all the letters going 
through the entire South, and the payments are 
scattered about in the rural districts in probably 
twenty States. Not a cent is charged to New 
Yorii Ua the transportation of theae letters, ex- 
cept across the ferr^ to Jenej City; but the whole 
asnount received from them is credited to her, 
and the transportation is chained to the States 
between New York and New Orleans. That is 
the way that tables are made up. A letter from 
NeV Orleans to New Yoik pessea Uirough Ala- 
bama, Geoivia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey. The postage is collected at 
New Orleans and New York, at each end; bat 
the only part of the transportation charged to 
New York is for crossing the ferry to Jersey City, 
and the rest is charged to the various Stues 
through which the mails pass. Nothing is more 
fallaciotu than to talk oi postage collected in a 
particular State as the amount which it pays to 
the Post Office Department. San Francisco being 
a Urge commerciai city dealing in bullion, having 



commerce with all ths world, receivm a laivtf 
amount of postue; bat we fMiy tl,000,000 for 
carrying the mairthere and bringing it bark, i 
am opposed to that whole system of paying M 
much more than we receive. 

Mr. WELLER. There are a great many 
routes in your own State that do not pay. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As fkr as I am concerned, I 
have held it to be an inflexible rule, that the whoM 
flindshall pay the whole axAsnse. Thttwastb* 
policy of our fathers when justice and right ^v^ 
emeo this country. It was the policy until new 
ideas— grand ideas and the oratory and poetry 
about our befaif a gnat eouatry, took the plaoD 
of common sense ud common justice. Itwav 
the rule for sixty years, by which we grew great 
and prosperous. Now, it is changed , and every 
body seeme to be trying to gf t all he csn. CoikH 
parisons are made between diinrrent States toehoi^ 
that some should get more than they do. I mf 
to the Senate, as long aa that is the nolley, th«M 
will be universal degradation of all tb* StaaHl/ 
Whenever the system shall be firmly esutblished 
that the States of the Union are to enter into or 
miserable scramble as to who shall get the mnst 
money for their k>eid appropriatlcms, and thas 
Senator ia the ablest repAsentatlve of hla Stauf 
who can get the largest slice of the public Trea*' 
ury, from that day public honor and public prtta* 
'perity are gone, and all the States are diegraec^ 
snd degraded. Sir, go back to (he sound princt-j 
pis, the wise principle, that whoever travrleov^t* 
the bridge shall pay the toll. If I go to CalifomiA- 
I must pay my own passage. If I snid a m**' 
senger Ipayfor him. If 1 send a message nMilM> 
me pay for that. This is the rale to which ww 
should adhere. I say, the Post Oiiiee Departmettf 
of Uiis country has been gradndly drawn off tmpt 
the trae principle, under At fUse idea pot uym« 
us mainly by city newspapers. We have gwie 
beyond that, and now there is no limit to the 
penditure except the activity and influence of tb# 
representatives of States and people. To that 
race there is only one end — uni versed bankmpteyi 
rain, and disgrace. 

Mr. RUSK. I regret the necessity of having* 
to say a word on this oeeasion; but what I he ve- 
to say has been called out by the general eeope- 
of the argument of the Senator firom GeoieiVf 
[Mr. Tomni.i 

Wa have a nmple proposHion befbrs «-^t 1# 
no more and no less when you reduce it to plain 
English — ^whether you will continue a contract' 
for a mail, twice a month, across the Isthmue of 
Panama, at |900,000 a year, or whether you will' 
make an experiment to see whether you cevmot 
get the moil service performed twice a week 
tnrough your own territory for the sum tt* 
1600,000 a year. That is the whole proposition 
before the Senate; and here a debate sprimrs op, 
and goes to the extent of what one State geta out 
of the paUie Treasury, and what another Bum 
gets ; what the deficiency of one State is^ what th» 
deficiency of another is. Finally, the whole 8y»> 
tem of Government postage is assailed , and espe- 
dally the reduction of postage to the present rat«. 
Thst is charged as a fi«udoIent scheme. It i^i 
said that promises were msde at the time that it 
would meet ita expenses, and that diose promised' 
have not been verified. It is said thM it waa' 
brought about by the newspapers, and that wa' 
are corrupting Hit public morals, and making- a 
scramble from the public Treasury by redoeinr 
the rates of* postage, and by extending mail facMk 
ities, and morsespeetaHy by extending mail fedt^ 
ities to eounttiea whne the populaUon is spaiw 
and pooi^vhere there an DMre germs of setda- 
raent. 

I had something to do with the reduetion of 
postage from ten to fire centa, and from five to 
three cenu. Every prophecy that wm msde in 
any report lever maaeon thesubject weAld hava 
been fulfilled, and more than folfifled, but for iwo- 
cirenmstafloes. As the bill reducing the mstage 
was passed by the Seoata, the result would have' 
been, in one or two years, ihait the posti^ te- 
ceipts would have been more than the cost of 
transportation and the pay of postmssteni but 
when it got to the Hoase of Representative- 
printed matter was ptit in really for Utile or 
nothing. When that amendiMnt cams tCLth*' 
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thtt reeeipu MTend hundred thousand dollus. 
Then Uiere were uot four thooiand mile* of nil- 
road io opermtioa in Uh United Statea; now Uiere 
■re twenty^bor or twanty^ve thouiand milei. 
That haa inereaaed ttw wqMiiditiuM of the Fo« 
Office Depaitmeat. 

When the bill reduciof the poataxe was paaaed , 
oar expeDdiWrea were about 13,000,000 for the 
tmoaportatioD the mail, and for the poyttcait of 
anistuit poatmaatera, and employSa the Foat 
Oflioe Department. What ia it nowf It is now 
■boat |11/K)0,000, eanaed mainly by the increase 
of railroad (hcilitiea; and that, according to the 
Vgtuaent of the Senator from Q«oi^, ia comipl^ 
ioc the ChtTemment, and dealroying the high tone 
or the people ? I hope that aort of eorrutotion 
will coniinoe throughout thia broad -(ip read Re- 
public, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, until we 
ahall ha,Te, in every q^oafter of the country, rail- 
roads for the coDTemanee of the inhabitants of 
the oooiUryt tnaaportii^ their letlara to them at 
three oenta. 

Sir, there is not an expenditure under your 
Government, take it altogether, that is of such 
benefit to the citizens of your country, and tends 
■a mu^ to the development of the resources of 
the country, or the anwiioration of the condition 
orfiu inhwitanta, as tout post office expenditure 
— none eoual to it. The Btmggling son in Cali- 
fbrais, wno is laboring to support an aged parent 
in Maryland, can, with great hdlity, on account 
of thia expenditure, communicate with him at a 
flihaap rate. You do not take a huge amount of 
hia eaininga to enable him to eommaaieate. You 
do mote: toq are allowiag a liberal compenaation 
to railroadii for the transportation of the mail ; and 
what is the efiect of that ? To encourage the con- 
struction of railroads. There ia no Slate in thia 
Union that owes, perhaps, more to railrooda than 
the State of Georgia— the very Stale which the 
honorable Senator repreaenta. It haa made her 
the empire Slate of the South. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope my friend will not mis- 
uoderatand me. I did not say that railroads cor- 
nptad anybody. 1 have never made airy auch 
nmarfct or thought of it. I apoke of the scram- 
ble for public money, and levyine money out of 
one man's pocket to pay £nr another man^ busi- 
ness, as corruptiac. 

Mr. RUSE. Tbatwaanneraldiaeuaaioii,and 
this is the question before the Senate. I say that 
TOO haTS inereaaed the expenditures of the Post 
OfleaDepartment from |3,000,000 to |11,000,000; 
and the main item of the increased expenditare is 
the price paid to railroads. I do not begrudge it 
to them. They have made Georgia the empire 
Stale of the South. I bopetbey willaAerawhile 
extend their beneficial influences to my State, and 
that we shall be connected together by these iron 
bonds of union and good feeling. 

My friend from G«>igia I know did not intend 
to leflea on Conmas* nor did he intend to reflect 
on those who dioered ftora him in regard to the 
cheap poslage system! but he is in the habit of 
stating his propositions very strongly, and he is 
in the habit of using lai^uage which I would, 
with great deference to his better judgment, sug- 
gest IS not likely to carry bis point — such as 
*<fraud," and "injustice," applied to genera) 
i^Mstions of public policy in regard to which 
gentlemen ouent to have a ri^t to difler in opin- 
ion I do not think there isany necessity to make 
aehamof fraud and corruption in regard to Ibis 
MMnaanent. Then ia no fraud in what I |»rapose 
■bout this matter. What I seek, and what I am 
nnxioos to have accompliaked, ia to save about 
fSOO^OOO in the transportation of the mail, and in 

Slace of having it twice a month to California to 
are it twice a week. 

Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to au«est to the 
Senator thi^ this is restricted to thalctter-madt 
so Uut we shall haTo to keep up the other com- 
munication in order to carry Dawspapers. 

Mr. RUSK. No, SU-; I do not think the news- 
papers ought to go at all. X agree with my friend 
ihnn Georgia in ihat respect; wad I think if he 
would ap|uy the terms he used as to the action 
f>f Congress to the newspapera* they would be 
very applicable indeed. I was powerless to break 
down the ewrying of newspapers. Members of 
Congress have to be elected every couple of 
y«Wt wd whM Uie •mwidBMiit piovidiiv for 



carrying printed matter came here it was adopted. 
But, sir, I have been betrayed — I am sorry tnst 1 
have been — into a discussion of thia matter. It 
is getting late, and I hope we shall have a vote 
on the bili; and if I have said anythiw that draws 
a reply from anybody, and is at alT offensive, I 
take it all back. [LBoghter.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEH. 1 wish to explain to 
my fkiend tnm Califoraia, [Mr. Wnxna-] He 
seems to eonuder, by his way of treatii^ the sub- 
ject, that I think there are two parties in contro- 
versy here about this matter, California beii^ one 
of those parties, and somebody else the other — 
just as then are two ends to this line. I consider 
It with proper regard for theintoresu of Califor- 
nia and the whole Union, of whicb she is a part. 
I would say to her, as I say to you; " Thia estab* 
lishment will not advaiKe your interests; you 
cannot afford to pay for it #300,000, taking it at 
the lowest, and make only 150,000 in Rtnm. " 

Mr. WELJLER. Yon are payiiy ^,000 
now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am speaking of this 
project. The objection is, that the Union cannot 
afford to pay for a thing which makes nothing 
tike an equivalent for what you give. That ia 
what I say. It is not in any spirit of adverseness 
to California that I voto aninst it; and the Sen- 
ator knows that very well. I do not stand up 
here as the friend of one section of the country 
against another part of it. I stand- here, to the 
best of my judgment, to endeavor to maintain the 
interests of the whole; and it ia on thAt prineipte 
that I obieA to this as a job that will not pay — 
as ajobtnat, instead of being to those who accept 
it an accommodation, wiU be a burden. Thatts 
the ground on which I oppose it. I do not mnt 
to burden the Union, or any portion of it, Cllli- 
fomia or Kcntocfcy. 

Ths gsndeman says I live in a place where we 
have & daily mail. Yes, sir, 1 believe, through 
the agency and by the assistance of railroads, 
there is a daily tnul passinK through Frankfort, 
not for its accommodation, but for the accommo- 
dation (rf a great populous country on all sides of 
i^ but we never asked for it, and never could 
have bad it until we ourselves, at our own expense 
and our own cost, had made railroads and turn- 
pike roads and paid for them ourselves; and then 
the General GoTemment thought it to her advanU 
age to send her mails over them. But here you 
are asking us to engage in the hitherto unknown 
experiment of Mnpioying a line of stage eoaches 
at a large price over a country where there is no 
road. Every other section of the country has 
made its roads before it asked for any mails being 
carried over them. No State has ever asked before 
for a mail to be carried over the wilderness. 

The benefits of the Post Office Department may 
notbe equally administered throughout the Union; 
but that is tne object. My friend from CoUfornia 
and my fHend fh>m Arkanoaa complain that it is 
not so in their States. I object to this measure 
as prematore, because you want to start a coach 
ana four before you hare made a road; and not 
only to start a coach and four before you have 
made a road, but to require the coach and fonrto 
be driven through a wilderness of two thousand 
miles, where there is net a post office nor a man 
to receive a letter on the whole way. So far as 
any other accommodation is mentioned, or so far 
OS the correepondence is concerned, is it not as 

f>rompt, and more safe, to send a letter by the 
athmus route than overland ? If you were at 
San Francisco, and this mail ooaeh was there, 
would you trust yourself in it ? Beaides, the Gov- 
ernment is not bound to provide for passengers. 
Every man with ub must provide the means of 
going from one place to another at his own cost; 
and by his own courage and industry and labor 
he must accomplish it. If you attempt to change 
that, you do a great injury to the whole peopte. 
That ie the best security — his own energy and 
activity. The accommodation to travel is only 
an incidentol one. The Government avails itself 
of that to diminish the expenses of running a 
coach solely for the purpose of carrying the mail; 
but here are two thousand miles where you pick 
up no passengers. Would any gentleman nere 
advise a friend to trust himself to that mode of 
conveyance if thia line were established i 
Mr. RUSK, i abottld like to go in it. 



Mr. WE LLER . So should I. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. You would go two 
thousand miles, and trust your own healto, your 
own safety, to all these greater dangers, rather 
than go in a fine steamboat ftom San Franciaco 
to the Isthmus, and from the Isthmus home? I 
Iniow that a great majority of mankind prefer to 
go by sea, awl are wiUing to pay for it a much 
greater pries than by a nuut. I take it that is to 
be the regular SBtoUishad mods of eomnanieation 
between this country and Califoniia; and in some 
form or other it will be continued. I hope the 
time will eome when the railrosda will carry yon 
to California; bat surely I think this scheme is 
prematore, when there is a wildemesa of two 
thousand milsa dividing vm. We are runnins 
ahead of time. We are ranniug not only oheaa 
of necessity, but we are running ahead of conve- 
nience. Certainly we are io respect to this coach 
and fiwr, which is to mo tfaraogh a country 
without a coad. and what mate it ia to be God 
only knows. The eontiaetoria to have the right 
to fix it on any one point of a line two thousand 
miles in length. Surely there was nothing ever 
more vague, more undigested, than this. The 
Senator from California complains that 1 do not 
know what the amount of postages would be. 
Why did not the friends of tnis ineasare inform 
us? Why did they not appeal to the Post Office 
Department to let us know through that authmtie 
source what might be expected or calculated on ? 

I do hot believe anybody would trust himaelf 
to this tottle. I would sooner set ont on foot, 
with a chooen oompony of fHeoda, than go on 
such a route with two or thne vt foot atnngera 
in a coach, at tfae risk of being nada oiek, or at 
the risk of Indians. 

The Ssnotor ehoae a bad sobfeet for compari- 
son when he choae Eentoekr. We never hod 
any help from Uie General Crovemnent for oar 
peculiar benefit; and I thank God for it, and I 
nope the day is far away when it will be neces- 
sary to introduce that sort expenditore in our 
Sute by this Govemmeot. This Qovemment 
has now laid out m aevra yaom in CUifoinia ten 
times more than she ever did upon the Stole of 
Kantudty for seventy years. In seven years she 
has laid out ten times as much on vou as in «ev- 
enty years she ever laid out on Kentocky; and 
yet we ore one and idl, of all parties, satisfied, 
weD satisfied, and love our neignbors and fellow- 
eitizens, no matter whether they stond on the 
shores of the Atlantic or Pacific. What I would 
do for one I would do for another; and what I 
will not do at all, is because 1 do not believe the 
doing of that wmild be of any real advantage to 
any portion of the Confederacy. Tbe question 
is not what 1 would be wiUii^ to sacrifice to pre- 
serve CaUfomia. I think the bond of union that 
unites na compels us to protect at any and at every 
cost every portion of tbe Union. That is my 
(Hioeiple. I look forward to Colifimua tat great 
results. I look upon it not merely as a vaat and 
rich country attached to us, but 1 look forward 
to the settlement of California as one of the great 
movementa of mankind, yet to reach her hand 
and stretch her power very far beyond it. I am 
not going to cripple her course by ei^aging her 
and ourselves in any prenwtuceopfseto; and thai 
is tfae ground upon whkli I vote against ihW 
measure. 

Mr. WELLER. I have only a word or two 
to say io answer to tbe remarks just made. The 
Senator ftomGeoigia {^Mr.TeoKaijassnmesthM 
he knows all about this anl^ect, and of course I 
am not disposed to quarrel with him, altbongh I 
may doubt the exteotand oeearaey of hip knowl- 
edge. He stotea that this route ought not to 
be established because tbe expenses will be far 
greater than the postages which will be received 
for the transportation of mail mattor. Now, if 
there be any foroe whoterer in that amnwnt, it 
would compel the Gtovemment toabonqon every 
post route in tfae United Slates where the post- 
ages do not soslain it. 1 said to the Senator fraa 
Geoi]^, that io his own State there were many 
moil routes now, where tbe cost of the traoapor* 
tation of the mails far exceeded the postages col- 
lected, and that falls as a tax on other portions of 
the State, whicb is unjust and unequal. You do 
not compel in your own State the people who 
have these mail noilitiea to pay for the truispor- 
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taUon; and on the mom ground whj ■hoold yaa 
expect thai a mail nnite to Califtiniu ilioald nb- 
tain itadti That theorrhaa bean long rinee aban- 
doned. Your Poat Office Department haa been 
a cha^ on the Treaaurjr for many Tears paat. 
That charge will continue to iBoraaae vith the 
mail focilitiea which thewantiof theeountryaie 
oJmoat daily demanding. 

It ia utterly impoaaiDla to get back to the good 
(ddeo time that my friend tmra Georgia talk* 
about. Thia country haa been extending. You 
have gone on and extended your territory until 
you nave now a State and two Territories upon 
the Paeifio oonn. 

But I ukod my friend ftom Kentaeky.when I 
was up befbre, to tell me whet he proposed to do. 
He ia certainly willing that we ehoula have some 
mail communication with thie side of the conti- 
nent; he admits the neeeaaitjr of that. We now 
have a mail ewnmunieation, which, aeeotding to 
the aatimaia of the Sanatm oa the other «de, ie 
coating the Ghnemment a ftaotion teas than a 
million a year. Do yon propose to continue 
that? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN'. Society will work its 
'W«7 and make this matter right. The present 
fadlititti no doubt will be eontumed until they 
fiAdoatandrenderpractieableothermodea. That 
ia to come. 

Mr. WELX£IL Does the Senator prefer to 
hare the mails carried throt^ a foreign country 
at a fraeUon less than a milUon of dollars a year, 
when we can have transportation of it eemt-weekly 
thrx>ugh our own couatiy, at |600,000 i In other 
words, does he prefer that we shall have only a 
aemi-monthly mail through a foreign country, at 
a cost of a fraction less than a million of dollars, 
to having a semi-weekly mail through our own 
country at #600,000 a year? There is the whole 
question. The Seoatorfrom Kentucky ia willing 
that we should have a mail, but he objects to its 
being trutsported tbroi^^h a wilderness of two 
thousand miles I There is a portion of 
that eoootry to which the Senator rerers that is 
far from being a wilderness. SeUlementa have 
aprung up along the rouus. You give to these 
contractora three hundred and twenty acres of 
land at each etation thai is required for the use 
of the road, and setllemente wul soon be strong 
enough to protect themselves. 

I confess that t not only desire to have this 
mail route, but what I r^ard as equally import- 
ant, I desire to have a good emigrant route. I 
believe, by the eatoblishment <^ a mail route with 
little posu every ten m.ilsB,(wldeh you can get by 
giving to the contractora three hundred and twenty 
acrea of land,) you will have in &et military posts 
all along that road. In thia way you will give 
protection to your emigrants. That is what fom 
after. My idea is, that by the adoption of this 
measure ^ou will not only give to California a 
mail through our own country, but, by carrying 
outtheprovisionsreeommend«l bymyfriendnrom 
Texas, by giving three hundred and twenty acres 
of land at each ten-mile station along the road, 
you will have pbwed upon that rood a proleetion 
to all the emigrant* who desire to find their way 
into the rich and prodnettve valleys of the Pacific. 
This I regard as vastly important to the future 
interest of our possession on the Pacific. 

The Senator from Kentucky said we had no 
road to California. Why, sir, hundreds and 
thonaands of his constituents have found their 
way already to California, over the plains, and 
they have blessed God when they got there, that 
they bad eecaped Kentucky and found a &r bet< 
ter land on the Pacific. [Laughter.] They have 
found their way over a road by no meana as rug- 
ged and diAcult a* the Senator ie|H«aeotB. Iwill 
undertake to tell my dialinguished Mend from 
Kentucky hep to-night that four fifths of the 
emigrant route over the plains to California is 
better than any natural road that he can show me 
in the good old Commoiivealth of Eentodcy. At 
Uus very aession of CongreM you have mode a 
liberal oppropnatiiui of ^550,000 to construct 
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America. I told the Senate a while ago that in 
my judgment it would require a flill year to otook 
this road and to get a company in operation for 
the transportation of the mail. By that time a 
large amount of the |550,000 already appropri- 
ated, I hope, will be naefUlly and profitably ex- 
pended in making these new roads. 

Thia is not a new question. At the last session 
of Congress, and abont this time in the night we 
placed on the PfWt Office appropriation billa sim- 
ilar provision, for the transportation of tlie mail 
ovanond weekly, and it was abandoned by the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. CoLLAma] on a 
committee of conference. He agreed to give it 
up, aheerfully, 1 doubt not, because carrying oat 
the idea, whtdi I call an old fogy one, that the 
Post Office Department must sustain itself and 
not come on the Treasury, he was unwilling to 
give us a mail overland to Califbmiai and now 
you are paying nearly a million id dollara to 
tiaosport it by sea. Will you not, at the termin- 
ation of that contract, let it be abandoned and 
give us a mail through our own Territory ? 

The Senator from Kentucky soya nobody 
travels that way. At each one of the stations, 
within ten miles of each other, there will be men 
required not only to raise food for themselves and 
their aloek,but to take care of them; they will be 
armed men ; they will constitute military poats for 
die protection of that route. During a short part 
of the route, three hundred miles for instance, it 
may be found necessary to send a military escort, 
a small body of men along for a short time, until 

Bou have brought the Indiana into subordination, 
ut you have.while you establish themailroute, 
secured a good emigrant route leading to Oalifoiv 
nia. That is whatl desire. 

He says it is more comfortable to tide in steam- 
ships than to pass in a coach throngh an Indian 
country. I grant that it is so for me; because, 
never being afflicted with sea-sicknesa, a fine 
steamship is a fine hotel to me; but there ore 
thousands of men in hi* own State, in Ohio, in 
Indiana, and in Miasouri, who would go to Cal- 
ifornia to-morrow, if they had a good road over 
which they could travel with their families and 
their stock. They cannot go by sea. Would mf 
friend fW)m Kentucky advise one of his constit- 
uents, with a am^l family of five or six children, 
to emigrate to California by the way of the ocean? 
Would he tell him to do that, when he knew that 
it Would require a email fortune to pay his ex- 
penses to get there? He could not advise them 
to go over land at the present time, because of 
hostile tribe* Indiaiis in the way* and the un- 
protected condition of the road. But give ua the 
mail route, let us establish Uttlo posts at every ten 
miles, and then his constituenU can go over there 
and enjoy much more of the comfort* of life than 
they can in the goodly Stale of Kentucky. That 
is my opinion. 

We «*ire to get California that very popula- 
tion which your policy now denies us. , We do 
not want any more of your merchants, your trad- 
ing men , your professional men, tuid , I had almost 
said, we do not want any more of your potiticiana 
there; but I will not say that, [laughter;] but we 
want the bard-working, laborious man, who now 
perhapa feels the lash of penury and want in the 
older States. We want them to come out to our 
rich valleys and flettle down, where they can soon 
aurround themselva* with all the eomfort* and 
loxurieaof life. We want their enngy and enter- 
prise to aid us in building up a mignty State on 
the Pacific. We deiire to get the constituent* of 
my friend out there, and I trust he is actuated by 
no selfish feelii^ in trying to prevent it. I trust 
he does not desire to prevent them from going to 
a country where they could certainly better their 
condition. But I have done. 

Mr.REID. Thenightisrapidlypossingaway, 
and the session ia drawing to a uose. There ia 
much important, indispensable buaineas thai re- 
mains to De transacted. I think this proposition 
has been preuy Ailly debated, and I rise for the 
purpose of moving on adioumment. ["No!" 
" No !"] If gentlemen wOt consent to take the 
vote, I am willing to waive the motion; but after 
what we have heard on this aobject, after the 
debate we have already had, and under all the 
circumatanee*, I ^^wal to the Senate to take Uie 
tot*, and let u proued with tha indi^smidil* 



business which it is neceasary to transact. I 
ahali not submit th« motion to odjonm if gentl*- 
men will co naent to take the qoeation. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope by genenl eonauit 
we shall take the question, and get through with 
this bill at a reaa onable hour. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall come under no 
terms. I am able tocontrol my own conduct, and 
to judge of the propriety of it, and gentlemen can 
make no terms with the Senate, or with me, at 
any rate. I will endeavor so to conduct myself 
aa not to postpone this qtiestion by anything I 
have to eay, five minnies. That is my •ense of 
proprieqr, and I do not allow the sen** of pro- 
priety of others to eontrtd me. I nay yield to 
It— ifaat ia all. 

Mr. REID. I certainly did not intend to pre- 
vent any genUeman here from a full and free ex- 
presaion hi* sratiments. I never expect to do 
that with the Senator ftom Kentucky, or with 
uy one else; but at this period of the session I 
would appeal to Senator* uiatthe night is ra|HdIy 
possb^ away^ the eession is neariy dosed, ana 
let us be a* bnef aa we can,and get through with 
thia questi on. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That ia all ririit, and 
I will endeavcv to conform to the renUemon'a 
wishes. My friend flrom California [Mr. Wbl- 
lbr] has said a great dald about Kentucky, and 
the great benefit ner people would derive to them- 
selves by going to Calitbmiat and be want* to 
know If I would ndTtse one who was deeinnis to 
go to go by sea, and not by ths stage route. I 
will tell the gendeman what, in the moat unselfish 
and honeatfeelingsof my heart, I would tell him: 
slay where you are, in old Kentucky. That ia 
what I would advise; go neither by a steamship 
nor by this four-horse mail coach; you will not 
better yourself by going. 

But the Senator aays that thooaonds, and I 
think he went as br a* hnodrad* of thouaand** 
had gone there. 

Bir.WELLER. No. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. At any tate he say* 
he has seen thousands who have escaped from 
Kentucky, and blessed God when they got to 
California. Now, I will tell him an anuientie 
slorythatl haveheard,tbooghitmay not exactly 
illustrate hie idea, first premising that I never yet 
knew a Kentuckian, no matter what part of the 
world he went to, who did not wish to be back in 
old Kentucky, and did not promise himself to be 
there at some time. There seems to be that sort 
of attachment in the climate. This one of my 
eonstituenta to whom I have referred was de- 
scribed to me by the person who related the anec- 
dote as a tall six-foot fellow, who came with his 
rough shoes stalking into one of the hotels of 
San Francisco. There was a map of the United 
States hanging on the wall, and some genUemen 
were examming it. He overheard their eonver- 
salion,and knew that they ware talking abont 
different part* of the United States on this side. 
He stepped up and said, "Qenllemen,will you be 
so kino as to inform me whether old Kentucky ie 
on that map?" " Yea,' was tlie reply. ** Be ao 
good,'* any* he, *' a* to put your finger on it for 
me; I want onoe more to look on Grad's land.*' 
[Lau^^tsrJ That ia the aort of people who go 
tram my State. 

Mr. OWIN. Mr. President, I do not intend 
to detain the Senate mors than a few minutes; 
but it seems to me that the question before the 
Senate has been entirely overlooked in a Urga 
portion of the diaeusaion diat haa taken place to- 
night. The question ia, shall we have a mail to 
California, It so happena that California ha* 
belonged to this Confederacy for more than nine 
yean, and we have never boa a mail roate to that 
«ate from the Atlantic coast. On the 3d of 
March, IIMT, before CiUifomia became a portion 
of the Confederacy, a law was passed authorizing 
the making of a contract to eanry the mail for ten 
years to Oregon. California waa not then a por- 
tion of the Confederacy, and by this route we nave 
hod our only mail communication with the Paeifio 
coast. We l>ave been dependent entirety oa thi* 
route that was establishea before California wa* 
a member of the Union. 

Now, Mr. President, when that contract ia nu- 
ning out, we «ome fbrward and a*k that^inwad 
of carrying the nmU tbnM«h fbrsiga couMiia, 
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vwe sh»ll twTc a route ihroufh oar own uiritory. 
-Ghtfitlcmcn may diBguise it us they please, but 
tliiB ia a cooteat whctlter the moil •bft]! be carried 
by land to California and the Paei6e eout, or 
v^cliier it ahall be carried by ocean steamers. 
Sooner or later it must come to that. I now de- 
elaie— and I intend to keq> it up as lo^ as I am 
here—that I will make war in favor orcarrying 
the mail over our own lerritory,and if neceeaary 
i will make war eeainet carryiag it through for- 
«iCR territory t and oy oeean itaamors at all. which 
-with the greatest giiarda you can put on them are 
» monopoly, grinding nad oppresaiv* on th« 
country. 

I wu very much aitoniahtd U> hear the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky [Mr. Cbittuipcv] idlade to 
■the manner in which ve are to carry the mail 
diroogh this desert country aa he calls it, and say 
it was without precedent in our history. That 
eeiulaman knows perfectly well that in a case 
precisely similar, the Oovernment of the United 
States, mivr they acqaired Louisiana, made mili- 
tery reads through tfao Indian country, paving 
«v( of the Treasury of the United States for those 
roada, and for years and years carried the moil 
through a hoalile Indian country (rom the great 
depot of the South, New Orleans, to the rest of 
the Union — doing torlj or fifty years Ago pre- 
cisely what we aSk to be done now; that is, to 
«peD a communication wiUi a portion of the Con- 
Aderaey that has been brought into the Union, 
m woe Louisiana, by purchase. The oniycom- 
munioatioo Louisiana had with the rest of the 
Union was by a military road constructed by the 
treasure of the United States, over which was 
conveyed through a hostile Indian country the 
mail from that section of the Union to the rest of 
the Confederacy. This event is much older than 
Uiu gentleman's senatorial history, which goes 
very far bank. It ia the settled policy of the 
fiountry, to which he says be wiabes us to go back, 
that we are now advocating — making miliury 
roads through the territory of the United States, 
•ad carrying the malls over the same. 

Only SIX years ago, when I was in this Hall a 
member representing California in the Senate, we 
paid forty oents on erery letter sent to that coast, 
while otiier sections paid ten oents for their let- 
ters. Now wc have reduced the postage, but still 
pay double what is imposed upon other sections 
«f the country. We had then « monthly mail, 
and «■ a great favor the mail from San {^ncisco 
to PonaBUt was tlien made semi-monthly, as it 
was from New York to Aspinwall at the time^ 
and there we have stood ever since, while other 
aeeiioDS of the country have been progressing. 
The expense of conveying the malts generally 
twa increased in that puriod from four to eleven 
millions of dollars. We are paying precisely the 
same, and having the same facilities and no more 
than wc had when California first came into the 
Union, or very shortly thereafter. 

I feel the necessity, the eminent necesrity of 
•slabtishiag this route, in order to bring into mwe 
direct communicaUon the people of the Faeifie and 
this section of the Confedemcy. We cannot and 
never will feel that we have a perfect safety and 
bond of Union until we are cemented and brought 
together by a railroad or overland route in our 
own territory connecting us together. 

A great deal has been said on this occasion 
about the amount of money that has been appro- 
priated for CuUforoia. I know it has been lib- 
«ral. I have always acknowledged it. I bave 
never denied that the Congress of the United 
States has been eminently liberal in making ap- 
propriations for the wania of that country ; but 
you must bear in mind, that what has been ap- 
propriated for California was demanded by an 
eminent public necessity, and that section of the 
Union is not responsible for it, for she came into 
the Union without b^iog invited. It was con- 
quered. YoutookjKtaseasionofit. The people 
and Government of the United States tOMC pos- 
aeaaion of the country; and to get over the idea 
of conquest tliey subsequently purchased it. It 
was m conquered couaury, and iu pet^le were 
never consulted. AU w« ask is, ainee you have 
changed the Gorernmeat by force, and anbse- 
<|ueBUy, tocover over theactual exercise of power, 
made a treaty of porehaae with Mexico, that you 
will piU US on ai eqaali^r with the mt of the 



Confederacy, and give us mails through our own 
territory. 

i have sixteen times crossed ths Isthmus, and 
I prefer the plains. I wonid rathu' take the ami* 
grant route as it is, and so would every man who 

has tried it. No man makes the route on the 
Isthmus without risking his life. This is a pioneer 
movement to have a greatemiftrant route on which 
the people of the rest of the Union can go to Cal- 
ifornia and oome back without being subjected to 
the risks of the Isthmus route. We need, and 
we must have, that kind of communication which 
will bring us in contact through our own territory 
with other sections of the Union. 

Qentlemen speak of the expense of this route. 
WesbaUbeeeoDomiziaghyeetabUshinrit. We 
cannot get Uiete for leas, no matter what route 
we take, if we have any mail at all. It ia a matter 
of economy; and, as the Senator from Arkanaaa 
said, we had better have a semi-weekly mail at 
once at |600,000, than a semi-monthly one at 
|300,00U. Let us commence and make such an 
appropriation as will enable the eontnctors to 
start this route successfully. We have now ap- 
propriated for military roads; it is well known 
this mail route will go on one of these roads; I 
do not care which — either will suit me. All I 
ask is, that you will nve tu ono mail route to 
California, and have the mails come regulariy 
over it. This bill will secure us this great benefit, 
and 1 earnestly hope it will pas*. 

Mr. SEWARD. Seven years ago, Mr. Pres- 
ident, the United States maae a treaty with Great 
Britain for the neutralization of Central America; 
and the reason which was assigned for it to the 
world, was that we had obtained a new posses- 
sion, distant on the opposite eoaat of the continent 
and inaccessible, ana that we had a right, by the 
laws of nature and of nations, to a road to reach 
that possession, to im^ve and defend it. Four 
years ago the United Smtes wen brought to the 
vei^ of a conflict with Mexico, because the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico shut up the Tehuontepee 
route against American citizens who hod pui> 
chased It; and the ground which we assumed in 
our controversy with Mexico, and upon whidi 
we defended ourselves before the world, was that 
we hadobtainedapossessiononthePacificeoast, 
remote and inaocesaible through our own terri- 
tory, and therefore that we had a right, by the 
laws of nations and of natural justice, to a road 
to that possession to protect and defend it. 

One year ogo we seemed on the tctm of a war 
with Great Britain about the Bay Islands and San 
Juan del Norte; and we justified ourselves on the 

f round that we had obtained the possession of the 
'acific coast which was inaccessible, and which 
required to be defended and to be improved, and 
that we had a right, by the laws of nations and 
natural justice, to a road which would be unob- 
structed by any of the great Powers of the earth. 

Now, sir, wnat do we see here i Owing to the 
escpanaioD of civilization westward towards the Pa- 
cific, and from the Pacific coast eastward towards 
the Atlantic, we find that we have a feasible route 
for a road to that distant possession; we have 
already provided for opening it; we are engi^ed 
in a discussion whether we shall use it when it 
shall be thus opened and completed. Tbatis the 
whole of this question. We wanted a road so 
much that we were willing to fight all mankind 
for one that lay outside of our own territories; 
and yet now, when we find one which is practi- 
cable and feasible and useful within our own ter- 
ritories, we may not perhaps be ready to release 
other nations from obligations to allow us to pass 
through their territories; but certainly, as good 
administrators of the Government, we aro bound 
to improve and use the one we have dtreoted to 
be opened, whenever it can be beneficially used. 

Now as to the manner and the terme: the ques- 
tion ia, whether we shall, if we can, use it for 
carrying a moil twice a week? The more often it 
is usied the safer the transit will be; and the more 
profitable and beneficial it will be to the Pacific 
settlements which we desire to improve, the 
safer and the surer shall we make that possession 
itself. But we are told that this scheme departs 
from the theory upon which the postal system 
of ths United States was founded in bygone and 
better days; and that our fathers were wiser and 
mtwe hoseat men than we are. I have nodonbt ' 



that our fethers wers as wise, according to tbeir 
light, as their eons; but I shall be alow to believe 
tut the worid ia degenerating so, and we are 
mora cormpt even than our virtutnis aneeaton of 
the revolutionary period. But howcvnr that may 
be, and whatever may have been tlie postal the- 
ories of our fathers, toey adapted tbeir system to 
the condition of the country as it then was. It 
had no distant possessions, no Pacific coast; but 
all its posssssioos were upon the Atlantic coast, 
and wars principally compact, and they franud 
their poatu system for the occommodauon of the 
dease community which then constituted the 
American people. That community swelled out 
westward across the Alleghany Moon tains, and 
as fast OS end as fiu* as they spread out weaiward, 
ths mails of ths United Smtes followed and kept 
up a connection between Uiem and the original 
Stock oa the Atlantic shore. 

It has been the policy of the Government — per- 
haps it was compulsory on the people of lbs 
United States — to extend their sway to the Phrifie 
ocean, and so across deserts and mountains am- 
sidered impassable. Consequently, our postal 
system, however wisely oicanized in the first 
place, must be changed and aiutpted to the ehaagcd 
condition of the couiury. If it is desirable le 
have California at all, it u equidly deairaUe thai 
we shall have the eustonmry mail oosamunica- 
tions with that country. When I shall be found 
unwilling to extend those fiutlities to that portiea 
of the American people residing there, I shall 
then be willing, for one, to release that portion of 
the American people from their obligauon to «- 
main in iixi» Union, and allow them the revenues 
which will arise f^-om their commerce, to emsb- 
lish the eommunioaiions they will require with 
all the nations of the worid. 

Mr. HUNTER. I simply wish to ainte that 
there aro senn ^tpropriation bills to be acted on; 
and if we take a day fiir eaeh one, how many 
will remain on the4t£ofMardi? Wa shall aet 
get through, that is eertnin. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I should net be dispoosd 
to occupy the very valuaUe time of the Senate in 
regard to this bill, but for what I regard as a per- 
sonal address to myself by the genttsman fro« 
California, [Mr. Wkllbs.] He says tbat I, ea 
a committee of conference last session, MTe np a 
measure somewhat similar to this; and be thinks 
1 did ao willingly, and supposes I was gkid of ths 
opportamty,on ihegroQiidprlnaipally ibatitwaa 
repaluTS to me as an '* old fogy. 

Mr. President, in relation to that matter, I de 
not fotl myself called i^n, nor did I on a former 
occasion when the same subject was ntentioaed, 
to make any defense of my course. My coarss 
then ant* my course now is the result of the die- 
tates of my own judgment. This nay be a very 
onaafe guide, bnt it is the only one that <3od hH 

S-iven me. It is that which 1 am compelled te 
ollow, and the reproaches of the gentleman wiQ 
not divert me from it. If I have peifomed, so- 
cording to my beat judgment, a duty which the 
Senate or its mcers thought ]M«per to devolve oa 
me by ai^ointment, t shdl not feel myself bound 
to answer partieularly and peraonuty for my 
eouiee in that respect to the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia more than any other member, nor do I 
think it laysa foundauoa fbr his personal cfaaiges; 
and if it did, it would not obaoge my course or 
disturb my feelinffa. It is a matter of personal 
propriety — a metier of taste. The gentleman's 
laste and mine may differ. 

I will say, in relation te that measure, I was 
not oppoeed to it. I agreed to the report npoh it. 
It was a proposition to appropriato ^tout five 
hundred thousand dollars to eury a mail aemi- 
weekly, like this, but it was Fimited in amounl 
to three hundred pounds wei^t. This is for the 
whole letter mail. The House of Rfpreaentativee 
disagreed to that proposition, and we were in 
conference on the last night of the seesiim, and 
they wonld not consent to it. I did not think it 
of so much importance that en the last night of 
the setsion it should be made a turning point in 
relation to an appropriation bill. I know some 
gentlemen attacned that importance last session 
to tbemattwof providing fbrtheArmy; butthry 
had their own judgment of that. I did not think 
the measure of sufficient national importance to 
jsepard the pumgo of the apprepnatien biU. 
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This wu IDT iadgment. If it difii»i frota the 
judgmBot of tne eenUeman from CaliAvnia, I 
cannot Iwlp it. I qo sot think, however, it is a 
foua«iUtion for personal attack and reproach. 
Thus much in relation to that. 

I am aot about to repeat anything in relation 
to the charge of beii^ an old mft or entertain- 
ing: old fogy opinions. It maf M as atroeioas a 
crime to tw an otd man as Fiit thou^t it was to 
be a young man; but I am not particular about 
that. It is somewhat doubtfUl wtkether tltat term 
ia not, after lUl, a term of apprt^tioB. It has 
not reoeived a diMinet meaaing in the vocabulary 
<tf ccunmon uas as a term of reproach. 

In relation to the pre s e nt ease, I would not 
think it necessary or proper to jeopard the pas- 
9mfft of this appropriation bill msnly to secure 
the measun now befors nst however much I may 
fhvpr I hare ever considend that now* when 
our dominions extend to the Paci6c,we ought to 
have, if practicable, a communication within our 
ovn territory connecting tosether the different 
parts of oar great country. I think it important 
to have it; and when we have the nteaita, with- 
out distressing anybody, of making experimenu 
with a view to eflect that purpose, I tbink they 
are worthy of being put on foot. I thought so 
last year: I llimk so now. I have agreed to re- 
port this amendment on thatground. I am will- 
ing to try the experiment, and see what we cap 
do. I tbink the amount whi^h is here offered ih 
no more than sufficient to make the experiment. 
I think there is great demand for it, and I desire 
that it may be made. Various projects were 
before the committee and the Senate; different 
eoatpKiieaand diffenntaeaociationsof men offered 
to convey the mails on different terms. I was 
desiraw of aviHiUne everything of that kind, as 
fiu- CM practieablet Iwished to avoid the making 
of special coDtracu by act of Congress with par- 
ticular individuals. 

i am bound, in all honesty and candor, to bear 
«ndenes to the great fidelity with which the gen- 
Iteman from California, so fares 1 have observed 
him, has dtschai^sd his duty as a foithful repre- 
•estative of his State. Sometimes I have tboagbt 
perhaps itwasalittleoverdone; but for that much 
aUowanee sfaonht be made. I regiet that,on this 
occasion, he has felt it to he proper leps^edly to 
allade to this transaetion in a manner whieh 1 do 
not think his duty called for; bat he must be the 
judge of that. 

I have said that I was desirous of avoiding the 
iDaking of parbcular contracts with particular 
persons by aet of Congress, and one great reason 
was this: We have three or four projects about 
« railroad to the Pacific. Whether that is prae- 
ticablfi it is not now necessary to say, but tnis I 
do say, that I verily believe uie setting up a mail 
over any particular route in this country will be 
one of the means, one of the preparatory steps 
to the ultimate establishment or a railfvad if that 
road ererbeestabliahed stall. Therefore,! was 
desirous that when this project should be put on 
foot, it should be on a basis broad enough to 
sdlow all who wished to have the railroad estab- 
liahed ia any particular direction to eome and 
offer for tbia contimei. This measure ie not for 
a ooBtract with a particular company; but to put 
■tin tlie bands of the Postmaster General to offer 
it to 1^1 penons, and if any believe that the fol- 
lowing out of this experiment wilt tend to die 
eatablxshment «f any partienlar location for the 
railroad, let them come in and take this contract. 
These are tny general viewii. My feeble Judg- 
ment ifl, that the experiment should be tried, and 
I am in favor of trying it; but I must say Airther, 
that I am not so much in favor it that if it 
■\iould come to be an issuable point with the 
House of Representatives so as to jeopard the 
bill, I would not yield it. 

^r. WELLER. I have been very mnch sur- 

Erised that the Senator from Vermont should 
ave given such a construction as he has to the 
%iknguage which I used. Jt ia true, 1 feit a deep 
solicitude in the pamtg^ rj/tlii'* measure, both at 
the last sesaion o^^ona^ g sad/he pn»/3t; bat 
\ i»«ly never inWfldeJ'^ ^ge '^fat^ 
could, in aaybglit, J^ed as qF^^ by 
the Senator Ami y<:t^ke0^l *o 
•*aa^W»tBodyMtt(i \pt' jgatent, .*%Cr^ J, 



importance of this measure; and, in my anxiety 
to secure its passage, I may have used language 
which gave offense to tbf> Senator from Vermont. 
If so, lam sure it sffords me great pleasure to 
retract it. In speaking of fogyism, I simply in- 
tended to convey this idea: that the Senator from 
Vermont desired to throw back the Government 
upon the original policy of making the FostOffice 
Department a self-sustainiog machine. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What did I say or do, to 
that effect? 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator fVom Vermont , 
white the Senator from Georgia was on the floor, 
Temarked, that when he was in the FostOffice 
Department, it was only necessary to meJte pro- 
vision for some temporary deficiencies. It was 
only in reference to that, that I spoke of old- 
fogyism. I desired to impeach neither th^ mo- 
tives nor the judgment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. I simply desired to convey the idea, that 
his doctrines had not kept up with what I con- 
ceived to be the spirit of the age. 

Mr. COLLAMEiR. Young America! 

Mr. WELLER. He may claim to represent 
an older community than I do. He is an older 
and much wiser man; and there is, I am sure, no 
Senator on this floor in whose judgment I have, 
generally, more confidence than that of the Sen- 
ator 'from Vermont. I am certain I never enter- 
tained any other feelings than those of the utmost 
kindness towards him; and if 1 said anything 
that gave offense, I very cheerfully withdraw it. 

Mr. BIGtGS. It might be expected that, having 
moved the pending amendment, I should wish to 
say something to justify the motion I have made. 
I might say something interesting or instructive 
to the Senate; but if there is a general disposition 
to take the vote now , withoDt any fUrtber debate, 
I will abstain from saying anything at all. 
["Agjfeed!''! 

The PRESIDENT pretesnorc. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Btoot] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Ro«k,] to strike out 
in the first section the words ** at the option of 
the contractors," and insert " at theoplion of the 
Postmaster QeneraL" 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ouesUoo 
now is on the second amendment of the Senator 
fkom North Carolina, to strike out the third sec- 
tion, which is: 

JtitA ie UfuriktrtmuUd, tlM the eaalmctonrtmll have 
ttie right orway, not exceeding ooe ttundied and iweaty 
feet wide, throufli the public land, daring Uie continuance 
of aervice, and the richt of pretiioption to Uir»e hundred 
and twtwj aerea of land at each point necnrary Tor a na- 
tion, not to be neaier than tea mllM fnm each otikr. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to ofibr an amendmentte 
that section, if it be in order to do so. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Texas has 
a right to amend the section befora the question 
is put on striking il out. 

Mv. COLLAMER. I believe the gentleman 
from Arkansas [Mr. Jornson] did not desira to 
strike out the first part of the section. 

Mr. BIGGS. I moved an amendment to etrike 
out the whole section. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I soggesied that the right of 
way to the extent provided for was proper, but 
that the latter part of the section, riving tne right 
of prsBmption every ten railee,ougn t to be stricken 
out. 1 hope the Senator from North Carolina 
will not insist on hie amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against striking oat 
the whole section, because I want to retain the 
pre&npiion right; and then I will move myself, 
or the chairman of the Public Lands will offer an 
amendment, to regulate the other matter in regurd 
to the right of way. 

Mr. BIOOS. There seems to he a difference 
between the friends of this measure in regard to 
this seetion. A portion of it, I undsntand, the 
Senator from Michigan wants to retain, and a 
portion the Senator from Arkansas wanu to re- 
tain. They differ in regard to what portion shall 
be retained. I do not tbink any of it ooghtto be 
retained, and therefore I hope the wh<de of it will 
be strioken out. 

The motion to itriln oat tht Mctiim ww not 
■pMdtO. 



Mr.STUART. I now move toamend the see- 
tion as 1 indicated, by strikinir out after the iroid 
" have," in the seeond line of the third section, 
to and including the word " and," in the fourth 
line, and to insert before the word *' land," in the 
fifth line, the word " any," and after that word 
" not then disposed of or reserved;'* so that Ab 
section as amended will read: 

That the contracion ab^l have the rloht of preemption 
to three hundred and iwenty acreaofanylaiid notthm dis- 
posed of or roserved, ai each point neceMary fbr n sietitB, 
not to be nearer than ten mileii from each other. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope thatamsndmentwill 
not he agreed to. The ellect must be to precludo 
the Government from letting out the contract 
hereafter, unless the pereons lakinr the new con- 
tract will agree to buy out the land of these par- 
ties at whatever pnee they may ask. 1 am satis- 
fled that this is soioUsl to the line, if adopted bjr 
this body. 

Mr. PRATT. Doesreyfriend firom Arkansas 
undentand that the amendment now introduced 
only gives them the privilege of buying the land, 
as every citiaen of the United States, if the land 
was surveyed, would be privileged lo buy it ? 

Mr.JOHNSON. TheSenatorisnotaafhmlliar 
with the public lands as some of as may be 
These lands will not be sold for many a year 
They are not sarveyed ; they ere not brought into 
market. We know that if a preAnptionright'be 
granted to lands that have not been, and will not 
many of them be, brought into the market for 
twenty-fire years, it can never be done away 
with. Those who eat it will retain it; and they 
will not be required to pey a cent for the lend 
until such time as itshall be broi^t into market. 
In the mean time, you cannot let out theeontMCt 
to the loweet bidder; but each station will have 
been fixed, and no man can establish new stations 
and settle families then without first buying out 
these psrties. You vrill have established vested 
interests to come in conflict with any man with 
whom you may make a contract. This ought 
not to be dons. I hope this amendment wUI not 
be adopted. 

Mr. RUSK. The discussion has satTBfi<>d me 
tbst there ooi^t to be a proviso exchding min- 
eral hmdi. I think the Senator Arom Arkanso* 
is raistakeo as to the effect of this proposition. 
They must have stations. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very good; give them pos\ 
sesBory rights so long as tney hevc the eonirscu . 

Mr. RUSK. They must make improvements 
on these possessions; they must make stockades 
to protect their cattle against the Indians; and 
you only give them a preoption right to three 
nundredand twentyacresof land,forwhieh they 
are to ppy $1 S5 an acre. It does not preclude 
men from settlii^ on the next tract of three h«n- 
dred and twenty sores, wid soon all around. If 
that WON the only land on the route, (he conse- 
quence which the Senator apprehends would fot 
low; but it is not the only land . There might be 
stations where they would get eonsiderabn od* 
vantage from having water. 

Mr.JOHNSON. I hope Senators will not ta- 
sist on giving preemption rights, but will givs 
them possessory riehts coextensive with the term 
of the contract. Tney could be paid for the im* 
provements. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask for the yeas and u^s 
on the amendiUBt. There will be no quorum 09 
a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is a quomm here. 
The yeas and nays will produce a quoram. 

Mr. WELLER. I will not insist on ths oafl 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not know exactly what 
the amendment is. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempOTc. It is an amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Michigajij [M«> 
Stoart.I 

Mr. HUNTER. Ie the proposition to give 
three hundred and twenty acres of land t 
Mr. GWIN. It is to strike oat ths right oC 

it: JOHNSON. It leaves the preVmptlon 

right. 

Mr.STUART. The Senator from Virginia is 
partially correct. My amendinent strikes out the 
right of mlytand leaves the pretmptien mht snh- 
Jeet to these UmiMiom, tkM ths Isnd aMI not 
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then be diipoMd of or reMrved, and with a pro- 
viso that no minenl land shall thua be preempted. 

Mr. TOUCBY. I would su^^t fint to vote 
on atrikiiv oat the fast part, gmng the right of 
way. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. I move to ttrilce 
out the first part of the wetion. 

The PRESIDENT pra teMfMK. The qneation 
u on striking out the vorda " the right of way* 
not exceeding one hundred and twenty feet wide, 
tbroogh the publio land daring the continuance 
of serriee ano'*'— 

The ameodmeat to the amendmeot waa agreed 
to. 

Mr. STUART. Now, ia rward to the other 
braneh of my amuutmaDi. I Smm added a pro- 
Tiaoiatbeaeworda: "Prwrfdid, That no minenl 
laada shall thoa ba preUnptad;*' so a> to aam 
them the right of preemption not dia p oeed dr or 
reserrect. 

Mr. YULEE. How can they take any lands 
bat those which are not disposed oft 

Mr.STUART. "Diip<»edof" maycorera 
variety of coaei. The land may be an Indian 
reservation for a particular period. Land may 
be disposed of in other ways. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amsndment ia sim^y 
one to permit them to preempt landa. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. Hm Secretary 
will read the amendment. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is, 
in IinefiTe,Beetion three, before the word " land," 
insert "any," and after the word "land," insert, 
■* not then disposed of or reaerred;" and at the 
end of the sixth line insert: " iVoHdcd, That no 
mineral lan da s hall be thus pretoipted." 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I object to Um word 
"preempted." I do not think there i> any aneh 
word in the Elncliah language. 

Mr.WELLER. It la nied in onr land towi. 

The anWttdinwit to the amendment waa agreed 
to. 

Mr.JOHNSON. The latter part of the section 
ia now all tiuX remains. It gmnia ** the right of 

EBmption to three hundred and twenty acres of 
d at each point necaasary for a station, not to 
be nearer than ten mites fh)m each other." That 
is retained, with an addition reserrtng mineral 
lands from being embnced in any preitmption that 
is granted. That is, perhaps, aa unnecessary a 
proriaion as there can be. 1 hare Terr liille re- 
spect for these mineral lands. 1 think they might 
as well be entered as any others; but Ido not 
agree with any part of thesectionas it is. I think 
it wiU entail an embamssment in a very serious 
respect, i£ we adopt this policy. I do hope we 
shall not adopt it, I move to strike oat the latter 
part of the section. 
Mr. RUSK. That is the whole of it. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes; I moTe to strike out 
all that is left of the third section, which now 
provides: 

JwdhtUfiaOtrenmeMj Tbat the contnetor bIisII hava 
the rifht lo preUnptfon to thiM hiindrad snd twetur sctm 
of *af land not dun dbposed of or rMorved, u eacb point 
BMMHiy for s MUkin, not to be nttsrer tbu ten ipUm from 
escb oOwt: PrevUW, Thu do Hiloml laads tbaU be lliiii 
frsSmpMd. 

Mr. RUSK called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered; and being taken, rentlted— 
yeas 13, nays 80; aa foUowsi 

TEAS— Hems. Bias, QUteadeB, Erase, Ones, Hm- 
Mt,1oIuisob, Jobos orTanuMMe, Haaon, K«ld, SUdeN, 
Tboauna at Keatnekr, Tbvmton of New Jtmy, and 
Tonsass I?. 

If AT8— HeaoB. BeiUsaiia, Blglai', Ctar, CoHsnsr, Dtir- 
fces. Fish, Fool, Foster; OvId, Hsilsa, Jonas of lows, 
Btowse, Jfty^toal^Bairafd, Stoart, Tonoqr, Waller, 

So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro Umport. The question 
now ia on the amendiaent of the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. Rtrsx] aa amended. 

The amsndment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I have one mora short amend- 
ment to oikr as an additional section; 

.M itjmther anaetti. That the prinelpid meaaangera 
in tba oOeea oTtlie Aaalauiit Foaimastm General aball ba 
piscad upon tke asma Rnting with Uie principal meaaangera 
or the btuesaa is ibe otbor DepartmeDta. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe that is right. It 
pats them on a level with the others. 
Th* ameadmsat was agreed to. 



Mr. YULEE. By instrucUon of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, I move 
an amendment to provide for the internal mail 
service of Washington Territory: 

Tbat Uw PoatnuwWr GenMal-of tba United Btatea ba, and 
be barebj' la, aathorisad aud direcled to accept tlie lowett 
bid oflteed. sad bow on racmd, (provided the aama aball 
not azceed ffiSfiW i jtmt for weeidjr aervlce,) lo convey 
the United States malle In |00d and anffidant itaamer or 
Btaanm, undar the advertiaement of ibe Poatmaatei Gea- 
aral of Jannaiy 19, 1855, for " pnpotaia for coaveying Uie 
United Statea maila on Pnget Sonud, WaablDgton Teni- 
ior7,andtoeontnctwitfa the biddera ttaeteofto put Into tin- 
mediata opntMlon the aald aarvlca on Poaet Sound, Waab- 



com,) New D«i>geae«»,Bad web other plaeeo oa lOBia 
aa the Poatnuuter Geaersl wMr direct ; aaid aervlce to be 
paid (br oat of aay moBev In the Treaaurv not ofter wla e 
■pprepitated I AovUad, That tiM said sernae shall ba per- 
Acawd ia Ofai-elaaa Btaainbosta, nndar the oiibtliieclloa «r 
the set approved Hsrch 3, 181S. 

Mr. HUlfTER. Is that estimBled for by die 
DM>artment? 

Mr. YUIiEE. It it not estimated for by any 
Department, but it is recommended by severid 
Departmenu as important to the pabUc service, 
and in the opinion of the committee it ia dasirabls 
and important. 

Mr. HUNTER. How did thsy orrivs at the 
sum? 

Mr. YULEE. The Post Office Department ad- 
vertised for proposals for this service, and received 
s number of them. The amendment directs that 
the service shall be given to the lowest bidder, 
and imposes a restriction on the amount beyond 
which the Postmaster Qeneml shall not go. It 
is lo supply the whole internal service of Wash- 
ington Territory, and is essential. If we have 
internal service in Waabiogton Territory, it is 
entirely bj this water uHnmanication . Tne only 
land aervwe will be from Oregon to Olympia eon- 
neeted with this Territory. 

Mr. PRATT. The part of the amendment 
which I do not understand is this; it directs the 
Postmaster Qener^ to accept the lowest bid made 
in 1855, whereas I ahoula soppose the proper 
wav woald be to suthoriKe the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to advertise and accept the lowest bid now. 
We are in 1857; and it appears that in 1855 a 
number of persons made bids for this service, so 
that in substance this is to make a contract with 
some one of those particular individuals — the one 
who may have bidtS3,000. 

Mr. YULEE. The answer is, that the condi- 
tion of Washington Territory for a year past has 
prevented the head of the Department from put- 
ting the service in operation; but it is important 
now that it sboald go immediately into operation. 
There is one of onr military posts one hundred 
and fifty miles removed fVom a poet office. It is 
very well known how difficult the communication 
is with Washington Territory; and if they wait 
for advertisements, it may be six oreight months 
before the service will commence. It isdesirable 
that it should commence immediately; and it has 
seemed to the committee that the public interest 
woald be sufficiently protected by directing the 
lowest bid received, wnen proposals were invited 
by the D«iartment, and which are on file, to be 
tuien. Tttsn were sevenl oompetitors; but we 
limit the amount, in order that tne cost may not 
be too great. I am informed that the custom- 
house IS ninety miles from a post office now. 

Mr. WELLER called for uie yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the proposition will 
bo framed in such a way tnat, after fixing a limit, 
the Post Office Department will be able to put the 
contract out to bids, instead of our undertaking 
to decidenmongbids which are ayear or two years 
(^d. Let not the contract be awarded now with- 
out affording all peraons a fhir opportunity. It 
does not seem to me to be right fur as to determ- 
ine on bids that are a year old, and fix a limit 
which will, perhaps, compel the contract to be 

S'ven to a particular person. I would suggest 
at the Senator so frame it as to fix a limit, and 
when he has fixed a limit, allow the contract to 
be open to all bidders. 

Mr. RUSK. I can explain the amendment, 
and I think can remove the Senator's objections 
to that part of it. As bos been stated by Uie 
Senator from Florida, they have no mail in this 
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Territory at all, and we have several military 
posts there, with which we cannot conunonicate. 
To advertise here and there (or contiaets would 
take eonsidsrsUs tisH. aoA that is the rsason we 
provide for maUiig tiic eoatraet now. It will 
take six months to go there and get back with 
the advertisements. 

Mr. YULEE. I am informed, since I was on 
the floor before— and I understand it from the 
Delegate of the Territory— that one of the reasons 
why the FDstmaBUr General did not put this 
serriee ia operation was , tliat it would not pay — 
the same reaaon that my friend from Arkansas 
objects to wlwn applied to roalea in Arkansas. 
We think it important and desirable tbat it should 
bejMt in operation. 

The ■aestion 'being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted— yeas 19, nays 14; as follows: 

TEAS— Means. Blglar, CaOaMf, D«Aee, FUek, Pool, 
Foater, Graen, Giiln, Haitaa, Uouaioa, Joaas or Iowa, 
Noorae, Ruak, Seirad, Staaft, Tooear, Wallar, WSaaa, 
and Yulee— 19. 
NAYS — Mean. 8ait]«BiB, Bigp, Cisr, CWneadts, 
' :, HBnier,l<4uiaoB, Joeea ofTaaaass rt , Maaoa, PraiL 
1, 8iidisll,naaMaB of New iansr, stf Te— lis M. 

So tlie amendment was agreed to. 

1^. TOOMBS. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee, on the Judiciary to offer this foUowiic 
amendment to the bill as an additional secttea: 

^nd it tt AaAar wsrfad. That tha Sserstacy of Ae 

Treaaniy ba directed to pajr to Geoifs Whttnsn tba an 
of tlO JOO, Ma$ Ae SBKiaat of a draft drawn io hia ftaor 
hf dw Poauaaaier Gaaeial, on Ibe Ilib oTAmiwi, ISB.od 
the Poatmaater at New Orleaaa, In pa yiu anl of merwicet m- 
d«red by aaid Whilom aaasU eoalrBctoc,leaaf9,«U paid 
diereon, wUch disA wsa sot asiMted the drawee. 

Mr. HUNTER. Tbat seems to me to bea 

private claim. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir. Let me explain iu 
At the last session of Congress, on tha Post Office 
apprc^riotion bill a law was passed referring this 
question to the Comptroller and some other offi- 
cer, and providing that if they difiered in ofHoitHi 
as to whether the Oovemment was bound for this 
draft, the Attorney General should be umpire. 
The Attorney {aeneral says Congress esoocrt 
make him an umpire^ and ne will not deeide it, 
so that that provision in titb Post Oflleo law is not 
carried out. He will not act in the matter. Tbe 

Juestion then came here, and was referred to the 
udiciary Committee, and we were unanimously 
of the opinion that it should be paid. Tbe Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. Pdob] was ordered to Iwii^ 
it before the Senate, and he being abnent, 1 do 
so. The facts ore very brief, and I will slate 
them. 

The Poet Office Deparftnent at that time was 
involved. This man was a contractor. On hii 
previous quarter they gave him a dn^ on a bank 
in New Orleans for 4 14,000. He presented it; but 
the Oovernmenl having no funds in the bank, or 
the bank not paying io anything bat depreciated 
paper at twenty per cent, discount, he refused to 
accept it, and protested the draft. He returned 
here; and the Postmaster General (Mr. KeDdall) 
told him not to protest tbe draft, becaase he did 
not wish that to be done, as be bad no money lo 
pay the expenses of protest. Tbe next quarter 
ne got a draft for |15,00O on the postmaster at 
New Orleans. He presented it, and it was not 
paid. Being pressed for money, he had it dis< 
counted in bank; but the postmaster to whom it 
waa presented came here, and in settling his ae- 
eounu no notice was taken of it, the draft not 
having been protested. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand it is to eanr 
out an existing law in regard to this individoal, 
and therefore I withdraw tbe objection. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Very well; IwiUsaynoBun 
about it, if there is no objection. 

Tbe amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The Chair 
will put the question on eoneturing in the amend- 
ments aliogetber, anlsss some oaoasks fi>r a di- 
vision of them. 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire a separate Tote on tbe 
amendment in regard to tbe post route to Cali- 
fornia; and on thM I arit for theyeaa and nan. 

The amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole, wi^ that exception, were concurred in. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on tlie qaes- 
tion of coaeairing la the aaieadmsnt aiade aa ia 
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lonimiitee of ihe Whole, to add the following 
dditiimat acctions: 

fii.r, —. .Iiui le it furtker enneted. That the Postmaster 
i-ri<>r;il be, nnd he in liL'reby,auihDrizeil'Mt cantroct for the 
>iiv<'\ Mii(-('i>rtDo entire letter Diittl frnjn sudli point on tlia 

i—i^-ijipi ri\'cr ae the coiilraciort may Bflcct ii> San f ran- 
.-ri>. Ill lite- Hiaf ot'Caliroriiia. for fix ye.-ira, at a cost not 
LirivdriK .^;W0JIO() jier annum 'for snni-montlily, $f430,l)00 
r wi . uly,or iS(iuO,000 for Beuii-weekly service ( to be per- 
niiril ^i-iiJi-ni(iiiiJily, weekly, oraciui-iveelcly,atLbaopiion 
'tlic l'ui:iiiia.stL'r (ienorai. 

SfC— . JltulheitfurHur enacted, Tlint the contract Bliall 
(]uirr tlic service to he performed with gtMid four-borM 
•aches or eprin;* wngoiiii, Hiitable Tor the conveymice of 
I'.si'iiEIcrti, as wull as tin; Ailcty anil dci'utity of the ninits. 
i^t.r. — , ^liid be it /urlher enacted, Tlt.it tlio ponlrneiora 
all hiive iliu nglit of prei<nipikin lo tlirce hunilred and 
ciiiy aci-M of Hny land not Uien deposed of or rcsrrved, 
rn- '.i inline necessary for a itatitHi, not to be nearer tiron 
.1 iiilI-<: [>ani iMch Other : AwUetf, That po mineral loikda 
.lil ilias l)r prcriuptcd. 

Smi- — . Jwi lie U/turther tnaeM, That the fnid service 
all Ur pcrrormed wiiliin twenty-flve days for each trip ; 
i\ iliat, hi^iDrK entering into such contract, tliefoi^tmaater 
•tieT3\ ?lia1l li<; ttaU:-lic(l of the aUiliiy and disposition of 
I' piirtiCN bona jide and in Qood fuiih to pcrlonu ttic said 
imai't, and shall miuirc ^ood aud suRicioni trtcurity for 
c pKri'onnnnce of samct tbe service in conimenee 
itltiti twelve tuODtlM after the fining of liie coattact. 

Tlic question being tnkeii by yeas and nays, 
sulicd— ycaa 24, nays 10; na foilowa: 
VRAS— Mcesr?. Benjamin, Bigler, Collamrr, Doaglaa, 
irkcc, Fi>ti, Fiieli, Foot, Fonter, Green, Gwin, Harlan, 
i\a.'ton, Jiiliiison, Jone-i of Iowa, Nout^p, Pratt, Ru^k, 
want, Siidcll, Btuart, TboDiGOn of New Jcraoy, Weller, 

(I \VilMHl— 'Jl. 

NAVS— Mesiirfl, B)fgg, Ony, t'ritlonikn. Hunter, Jonea 
I'l-iinL'tsce, MiMon, Beld, Tbuaipiion of Kentucky, 
lOintM, autl Vulcii— 1(L 

So tlie oBMndmaat waa eoneamd in. 
The amendments weire ordered to be engrosaed, 
id tlie bill to be read a third time. It was read 
e tliinl time, and passed. 



JGITJVE SLAVE LAWS— COMPBOHISE MEAS- 
URES OF ISjO. 

SPEECH OF HON. J. R. TYSON, 

OF PESirSTLVANIA, 
In the HoVBB of RBVItEaXNTATITES, 

February 28, 1857, 
I the principles of Fu)^tive Slave Lawaoud tbe Compro- 
roiset of 1850. 

Mr. TYSON said: 

It would seem that the Engliah phraae " to g;et 
c eye of the Speaker,"haB little or no meaning 

ita application to Congress in this Hall. The 
intorian effort and thcffehement gesture which 
Q usually resorted to,t)Ut which i have declined 
to obtain the ^oor, ahow that the ear as 
;U . the eife mtrtt ^e violently assailod. But 
•-r mnny unguccessful ■Ucmpta, I avail myself 

Ihf! opportunity now accorded to me to proceed 

once to the subject which I propose to con- 
IcT, nnd about which I have somewhat to aay, 
rhans hardly compressible within the compass 

an liour's apMch. 

My topic is not chosen with any relation to 

ty politics. It addresses itself to the sober 
r, e and enlightened patriotism of all good cit- 
, without regard to political divisions. I 
ve wlected it for the purpose of bringing into 
omk tnl notice someconaideralions which have 
en long overlooked, tbe pondering of which 

the v.\ blic mind may lend to ftU«y the fends 
d estranscmeniB of party warfare, and to bring 
ck into the ample fold of acommon nationality 
:>»e who have atra^ed into the dark recesses nnd 
Ideriiess by-paths of sectional error. I shall 
t imitate those gentlemen who- have spoken ob 
th sides of the House, in favor of and against 
; Prefiident's message. While the study of all 
^^ls to bo to make the party lines on this subject 
D.ider and deeper than before, it will be mine to 
literate them oltogBiher. The ancients were of 
inioii that the offering of the olive branch by 
inerva waa more acceptable and beneficial to 
inkind,Bi the emblem of ^ace, than the syiU' 
1 of war, which was presented by a nuutiol and 
jre powerful deity. 

The present seems to be an opportane period 
address dispassionate thoughts to tbe nation, 
order to induce that calm and reflecting spirit 
important to the perception and appreciation 
truth. TheAdroinistrationofthecouDtry will 
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soon be placed in the hands of a gentleman whose 
political adversaries cannot deny to him the qual- 
ifications of matured experience and tried states- 
manship, of cool prudence and ardent patriotism , 
and uniting, in an eminent degree, benevolence 
of heart with purity of character, and habitual 
forecast with high intellectual capacity. Recent 
events have shown what vast-good can be done by 
the wise counsels of one roan, like the Chief Ma- 
gistrate elect, in the administrative concerns of a 
country. Kansas may now breathe in peace, and 
decide her own questions in her own way, with- 
out fear of-molesiation from within, or of intrusion 
from without. The popular disturbances in that 
unhappy Territory are practically, and I trust 
finally, at rest, thanks to the vigor and prudence 
of Grovemor G^eaiy, and his present aUe judicial 
assistant. 

A late vote in this House hes proved to tlie 
world that the moral sentiments of the national 
Legislature are in harmony with the general voice 
of the peopleagainatany countenance to, or revival 
of, the African slave trade. One subject, there- 
fore, only remains which can minister to popular 
disaffection, and prevent the restoration of peace, 
tranquillity, and kindness throughout our wide- 
spread land. I refer to a repugnance in the non- i 
slavehotding States to the nonest* fiiiihfal, and 
patriotic enforcement of the fugitive slave htws. 
On this delicate subject I propose to speak the 
sentiments I have long ■entertained, the result of 
no little anxious meditation, but with absolute 
freedom, and without equivocaiton or reserve. 
If, after a fhll hearing, my opinions should be 
regarded as erroneous, or the reasons adduced too 
lame to support them, I hope that the mistake, if 
indeed mistake be possible on this subject, will at 
least be regarded as honest and sincere. Pene- 
trated with theUiith and conscious of the integrity 
of Uie views I espouse, I commit myself to the 
reflecting and discerning North, ana to the en- 
lightened and patriotic tribunal of public opinion 
in other parts of the country. 

I do not intend to become on this occasion, and 
I trust on no occasion, the diampion of any paxty 
on a grave question of common and momentous 
concern. It would indeed be a happy^ circum- 
stance, if ptirtiaans of all distinctions would strive 
to keep from the vortex of party excitement, from 
the cauldron of party strife, the question of hcred* 
itary labor and service, a system which existed 
by law in all the colonies of this ooantry froin 
nearly its euliest settlement; a system which bos 
been continued at the South, one lo which the 
habit* of large dislrifcta have been conformed, and 
underwhich vast interests have been growing up 
for more than two centuries. The continuance 
of this system, and the repose of the communities 
in which it retains a footing, should not be dis- 
turbed by the external agency of ignorant, rash, 
or hostile intermeddlers. It is not "merely iden- 
tified with the habits and interests of tnilliona of 
people and millions of protmrty, but it is inter- 
twined wiUt titeir social fteUngs» and even their 
religious instincts. 

It is asserted, I anieware, by the gr^tbody of 
the northern people, that they have never sought 
to interfere with African slavery, as ft prevails 
ir^the southern States-, that though they disap- 
prove of it as a relation, socially and politically, 
and believe that its prevalence nourishes senti- 
ments, maxims, and interests which are irrecon- 
cilably at war with the highest feelings and best 
interests of the free States; yet, as they allege, 
they oppose only ita extension into territory now 
free. This, I bclievo, is the honest opiniou and 
the feeling of almost the entire NorUi. 

The few persons who would kindle a servile 
Var in the southern States, or excite iho slaves to 
acts of disobedience or disloyalty, are those few 
misguided people who are influenced by the Brit- 
ish press and tne orators of Exeter Hall, or who, 
crazed by the intensity of one engrossing idea, 
are to be regarded as insane, and vrno ought to be 
sabjected to the moral treatment of lunatic asy- 
lums. This last class is so exceedingly small that 
they A>uld easily be thus accommodated, without 
much increase In Uie size of the present iniildii^, 
or the number of their sMrtments. 

The allegation of the North is, that they seek 
only to prevent the introduction of slavery into 
the Territ«riet» as the common domain of the 



United States, and attempt to go no further. The 
assertion of the South is, that the question of ' 
extension is one of local jurisdiction only, de- 
terminable by the people to be affected by it, and 
that they bow to thataecision, whether the decis 
ion be for its admission or exclusion. New ihs 
question may be seriously asked, whether either 
of these positions is exactly in accordance with 
die fhota? Do the North confine their efforts to 
territorial qoestions, and are the South so indif- 
ferent as not to attempt by intimidation and vio- 
lence, to force ita expansion ? Do not the disgrace- 
ful scenes orKan8aa,arterdue abatement has been 
made lor all the exaggerations and distortions of 
an excited and a mendacious party press, deprive 
tho South of such a plea? The disobedience to 
fugitive slave laws, on tbe part of whole commu* 
nities in the North, the enactments of Stales to 
restrict and paralyze them, and the popular clamor 
which opposes their execution , show that a large 

Snrtion of what is called even the conservative 
Torib do not confine their opposition to slave 
labor in the common domain of^ the United States, 
I call upon the North and the South to return 
to the compromise measures of ItiiiO, as the prin- 
ciples of these measures must constitute the bul- 
warks of ournattonftl Union and national safety. 
Such nion as Henry Clay and Daniel Webster 
lent all the resources of their great minds apd 
commanding influence to the ttuk of maturing 
tliem. All parties are formally and solemnly 
pletljed to their observance. They were con- 
demned only by those who were led astray by 
the uTipntriotic ideas which English stotesmen, 
through a gifted but honest instrumentality, had 
contrived ingcniotrsly to work into the very 
framework of social life in England, and to trans- 
fer to this country the same poisonous spirit. 
Peace and trunquiliity were restored. All parties 
became satisfied, except on insignificant number 
at the North, who were obliged' by tho common 
voice to murmur their acquiescence. 

These coinpromUe measures o/1850 adopted, in 
brief, a few plain principles which were practically 
applied. They destroy^ the trafiic of buying' and 
selling slaves in the iMstrict of Columbia. They 
provided for the reclamation of fugitives, and 
fortified the provision by all tbe guards which 
experience had taught and forecast sa^ested. 
They gave to Utah und New Mexico the right to 
moke their own laws in their own ways, au/i/ect 
on/y to the approval qf Congress; and declared that 
each Territory had the right to be admitted as a 
State, with or without slavery, according to the 
decision of the people of each respectively. 

The Kansas-Nebraska act of 1854 is already 
passing away, and wiil soon be foi^otten, or if 
recurred to, its enactments will be remembered 
only to be avoided in all future time. It is alleged 
to have been necessary to carry out and harmonise 
tbe legislation of 1850. In order to ascertain how 
far this ascription may be well or ilt-foondcd, it 
is necessary to keep in view the fundamental 
prineiptea of both enactments. The le^^tion of 
1850 invests New Mexico and Utab with the full 
and unrestricted right of local I^slation, and, 
like every act from the year 1787, it requires that 
the territorial laws, when passed, thaUbi submitted 
to Congress for its approval or rejection. The 
Kansas-Nebraska act proclaims the doctrine of 
congressional tton-tnfercenttonin territorial afTsirs, 
and gives to the two Territories it ordained all the 
powers of States, while it provides for a Delegtite 
m each, and permits them to retain the territorial 
privilege of being maintained at the expense of the 
Qeneral Government. By means of sneh a new* 
fungled and dangerous system of territorial ar- 
rangement, any abuse might be committed under 
the name of law, and Congress could not interfere 
to check or redress the evil. 

The infamous practice of polygamy, as it pre- 
vails in Utah, or any other atrocity, might be 
sanctioned in Kansas or Nebraska, and Congress 
would have no negative upon the act. Every 
statute of the Government relating to Territories 
may be ransacked from the earliest period of its 
history down to the year 1854, and no act will 
be found but this which denies to Congress the 
supervisorypowerin territorial enactments. Eaeh 
and every other act, from the foundation of the 
Government to the present time, requires the ter- 
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grm. The Kantu-ZTebraska act haa the unen- i 
viable diatinction of being a reealation which ' 
will stand alone on the atatute^ook, without pre- . 
cedent in the paat, without having « follower in | 
the future. I 
Though a departure from all the leasons of < 
experience, it is praiaed for recognizing (he fun- | 
damentd principle of popular sovereignty. But j 
how doea the Bystem which preceded it — tne lys- | 
tem which waa devised at least by as able and , 
experienced statesmen — tbatunder which ournew 
States have been peaceably and wisely settled — 
entrench upon the doctrine of local lovcreignty, 
or encroacn upon the right of local Icgillation^ 
These Territories framed their own enachnenta, 
and unless plainly violative of some fundamental 
law, were always ratified by Congress. — ^Tlw 
people never migmte to new Territoriee until they 
are organized* by law. They go from the Statca 
vherct as citizens, they have had a voice in that 
legislation by which, as inhabitants of Territories, 
they are afterwards governed. Why, then, should 
radical theorists insist that the wild, the reckless, 
the busy, — who make the sum of the early popu- 
lation in those new settlements, — be pennitted to 
indulge their vagaries of social novelty, without 
the possibility of amendment, or the chance of 
correction? That people who, whatever their 
training and previous babita, are unsheltered from 
the weather, and who, to procure subsiatenee and 
animal conveniencea, arc obliged to smooth the 
rugged paths of a wilderness life, are id quaJified 
by studious leisure and calm reflection to be the> 
founders of empire. And is it just that a parent 
should maintam a child who claims exemption 
from parental restraint, and aspires to the inde- 

Sendencc and discretion of maturity } But I have 
one with the Kuisas-Nebraska act. Itisalc^l 
anomaly, akind of l^Ulaiive discovery of the means 
of introducing discord, bloodshed, and disgrace 
where all might have been peace and fraternal 
kindness. "A political blunder/' said Talley- 
rand, " is worse than a crime." The apopthegm 
is just in its application to Uiis case, for Uie blun- 
der of pMstng this act has been the prolific parent 
of many crimes and sorrows. 

There is no fear that the principle of the act, 
which wat discoversd for the temporarr purpose 
of getting at something else, will ever oe applied 
to new territory. Its vitality has already passed 
awov. The doctrine of surrendering all the rights 
of Congress to a Territory, with a Dettgate to 
represent its people, who are, by the very law 
wnich created him, wholly independent of the 
body to whom he is sent, is too great an absurd- 
ity for any subsequent act. The notion of con- 
gressional non-intervention, implying absolute 
territorial sovereignty, is a fallacy and a figment, 
it is a caput moTtuum, or at beet, to remain here- 
after iKMfpehiolfliejKRwe, to be revived only when 
some otlier Missouri compromise is to be dedared 
inoperative and void. 

In blotting out, then, the diseneries which came 
in with the Kansaa-Nebraekaact, we come back 
to the compromises of 1650, which hereafter, I 
trust, the North and the South will, in pursuance 
of written pledges, concur inviolably to observe. 
They liave been wantonly infringed on both sides 
— «n the part of southern members, chiefly, by 
doing so unwise, unnecessary, and bootless an 
act as repealing the Missouri compromise, and 
inUodociog the ghost of squatter sovereignty, 
when everybody looked for flesh and substance 
as the only plea upon which that repeal eould be 
ostensibly jtistified. On the Nortii, it is contra- 
vened, in attempting to get rid of orevlide the laws 
against fugitive slaves. 

I do not charge upon the large class who will 
harbor and conceal fugitives from labor, the graver 
offenses of inciting uem to flisht, and resisting : 
the law fpr their restoration. There are few men ' 
of the northern States who would be thus indif- 
ferent to law, to good citizenship, to moral alle- 
giance, topolitical justice, to enlightened benev- 
olence. For myself— and I trust in this that I 
represent the sentiment of the law-abiding, vir- 
tuous citizens of the whole great Morth— if the 
marshal of my district, clwrged with tbs duty 
of restoring a mgitive to his owner, were to sum- 
mon tne as a part of hiapone, either to overcome 
resistance to an attempted arrest, or to prevent a 
leeeue and flight, 1 wonU at once obey the sam- 



mons. An officercommissioned with the execu- 
tion of a writ, or the performance of a duty, rep- 
resents the majesty of the law, and no man's 
house or person is safe if he be not obeyed and 
assisted. * The reasoning and thoughtful citizen 
who looks to the law for his own protection, 
would not ask the question, whether the runaway 
sought to be reclaimed was a fugitive from justice 
or a fugitive from labor? These two classes of 
fugitives stand side by side in the Constitution; 
and as the law makes no distinction between them, 
except in the manneroftheir delivery, so it isnot 
the part of a good and law-abiding freeman to 
neulralize or counteract its behests. 

All who honestly look into this question of 
runaway slaves, as a historical proposition, and 
earnestly ponder it as a proposition of enlarged 
charity, must acknowledge that the conduct of 
the North, on this subject,is opposed to good citi- 
zenship, to practical justice, to enlightened and 
Chrisuan benevolence. Inquiry is seldom mode 
whether the runaway was well or ijl treated by 
the masEer whose protection he has deserted, or 
about his own capacity to take core of himself. 
Of^n untaught ss children in the knowledge of 
providence and thrift, ignorant of the arts of life 
and the world, these secreted runaways are fre- 
quently doomed to wandvr about in our large 
cities under the pressure of hopeless destitution, 
temporarily relieved, perhaps, by crime,. thence 
to be plun^ into the greater miseries of a prison. 
If the statistics of our Census Reports would fol- 
low these pitiable outcasts, sure I am that all con- 
scientious men and women would shrink appalled 
from this ill-considered form of emancipation. 
We glean from the statistics of pauperism and 
crime, a lamentable pictim! of the degradation and 
ruin of many of these unhappy beings. Shut out 
from the paternal shelter of those upon whom 
they depended for the supply of every necessary 
from childhood— of Hioae whose family bond, 
whose direct interest, and whose legal duty were 
alike enlisted to secure their comfort in youth and 
health , and their maintenance in tnfiuicy , age, and 
sickaesB, they exchange a life, thus free from care 
and want, for one of nominal freedom truly, but 
of real and unmitigated wretchedness. Is it not 
the worst form or immediof* enumctpaJio* — that 
niad ofisprine of an insane modern phiktothropj ? 
Coupled with injustice to the master, and with 
muluplied evils to (he existing system of slavery, 
does It not threaten also the social and political 
prospects of the country? Does it not throw 
additional restraints upon those who still are in 
bondage, and postpone indefinitely all consider- 
ation of remedy for grievances in the system 
itself, wbich , with greater security in the persons 
of the laborers, there would be more inclination 
in the South to regard and apply ? Does it not 
inflame and alienate the South, that for the mere 
iodalgence of an abstract sentiment, they shiWld 
be deprived of their laborers by ifaeir own coun- 
trymen, in a mode not merely unjust to themadves 
and their dependants, but involving disloyalty to 
the plainest edict of our supreme nationailaw? 

In this country our sympathies are ao much 
in favor of abstract freedom that we act as if it 
were the p^ulwn or natural food of life, and the 
great panacea of other ills. It haa its originJn 
one noble sentiment of our nature, wbich, irit 
unduly carry us away, may overshadow and 
blight many other virtues which lean upon it for 
support. I freely admit that liberty is an abstract 
good; but this, like all general abstractions, has 
many practical exceptions. It is a good to those 
who know bow to use it, and are capable of 
making it subservient to their happiness. But 
under that name, and ostensibly to promote and 
secure it, have been perpetrated some of ths 
greatest crimes whiek have ever afflieled hnman- 
ity. <'Oh,Liberty,"saidMadameIloUnd,asahe 
passed the statue of the goddess on her way to 
execution, " what crimes are committed in thy 
name!" In the case under review, the worship- 
ers of freedom, while falling down at the feet 
of its cold and insensible marble, would interpret 
their deity as flivorable to the commtsuon of 
those crimes and excesses which, like the fabled 
Astnea, she came from Heaven to prevent or to 

Eunish. The demons of France, drunk with the 
uman gore they were shedding, madly profaned 
tb* temple by mordering all ths attiibatM of tlw 



goddess whom they professed to worship. Onr 
worshipers of Freedom seem not merely to do 
this, but evince a disposition, by kindling theelf- 
ments of civilMvar, to fire a far more Deautifo] 
and costly temple thannhatof Epbesua~the tem- 
ple of American freedom itself— uiat fairest temple 
of human liberty which the long ages of time 
have witnessed, or the great volume of history 
has yet revealed. 

On what plea is it that a system, the inevitable 
restUts of which, however unseen by the multi- 
tude, must be plain to thoughtful obaenrers, can 
be deliberately persisted in fay sensible men ? The 
friends of freedom profess to be the friends of tlie 
slave; but instead of uniting, like e^od citizens, 
in a solemn pledge to the Constitotion under 
which they live, and tike good men, intent upon 
his happiness, to send him back, intelligent per- 
sons are found willing, on the ground of an in- 
tangible and abstract sentiment, to inflame »c- 
tional filing, while tbey do a lasting inju ry to tbc 
unconscious object of tneir exertions. The fre- 
States, it is said, must be the consecrated soil » 
freedom, and emulate England inUie glory of ba 
free constitution. As on English poet obm de- 
scribed that consUtulifm; 

" Slaves csnnot breathe In Eoftsad ; 
Ttiey toncb oar coudot, sad tbair diaeldes ftll.*> 

But the sentiment is merely poetical, since ii ii 
Ikllacious and deceptive. It Hd poetical injos- 
tioe to the country of whidt it was uttered , for in 
sober prose it is rather ironical than true. It is a 
sentiment transplanted bere from a soil in whicb 
it never took root, except as a "faot-bed plant, 
nourished for foreign growth. Let me showtbe 
sickliness of this foreign flower, the emptiness of 
this foreign notion upon which our people act. 
and the dangers it threatens to the best inten^» 
and the highest hopes of this country. 

I underUike to exhibit the inconsistent coune 
and hollow pretenatoaa of English stateamen in 
aoourseof actionapporentlydictated byjealousr 
of the risine power of this country, by the fe&r 
of England^ being displaced in ner mariunv^ 
supremacy as ruler of the ocean, and by the sp- 

Frehension of a national eclipse. In this atteni}'t. 
would do no injustice to tne motives and sta»- 
bilitiies of the English people at large. No orr^ 
appreci^es more highly than I do the noble spim 
of English freedom in comparison with auyoth-rr 
part of Europe ; theJniih of English philosop-by. 
the results oi English science ; the genius of Eng- 
lish literature and art. Nor can there be a doul < 
that the conservative o|^ions of the British pn-si 
exert a wholesome influence on this country. B^i 
I protest against the subjection of the minds 
our people to the influence of the English prrsi m 
its madtiesson the subject of J/Hesn slareni-— - i 
unhappily as that slavery exists in Arriea,'l>iit:i.' 
it prevails is (his country — and in ite ■onhi«i-=j 
reasoning to bolster op British free tradt, in ; j 
application to the circumstances of a new naii'i-i 
of iwundlcss undeveloped materials, and themi»> 
promising undeveloped skill. Us selfish and al- 
culating logic on these two subjects is intri[]s.c- 
ally unsound, am} eminently diangeroua to 
prospects of a rising Power, whose unity Bm>-tjt£ 
the States which compose it, and whose indf- 
pendence of foreign nations in its industrial piir- 
suits, are essential to its greatneas and gl^rj. 
The inflammable material among the English {w - 
pie and ourselves, has been set in a bloEe sgai:)*'. 
our system of domestic slavery by writers and 
speakers whose bumiiw tongues and eloqu^ri 
fKns have been direcleaby the cold, the crafty, 
and the calculating policy of English statesman- 
ship. If the effulgent galaxy of States couu 
be dimmed by the fall of a single star from t^ 

Slorioos constellation—if by sowing the seeds f- 
iseord, if by prompting unreasonwie exacur:^! 
from the South, and exciting a reuliatory kpir : 
in the North — if, in short, in order to break tfazi 
chain, brighter and more valuable than golu. 
which, as a zone, binds all these starry lamm*' 
ries tt^ther, she could lessen the representaii^- 
greatness of the national flag which waves ortr 
this Capitol, all the labor, the talent, the morMv 
expended would be abundantly rep^. 'What 
BO likely to accomplish this result as to addrrt^ 
that instinct of the American heart, the object cf 
its idfdatry , ths id^ji^f in political ofiecuons— 
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ur lore of liberty ? The Am«ri<»D people eher- 
ih liberty ob a posiltve good for iuovnsske — bb 
good worthy of all vigilance, even as a deity to 
> duvoutly worshiped! But English writers 
isttikc our zeal, if thejr snppoae, in ofieriog up 
ir (ievoiions ai the ahrine of Uiii deity, we are 
illiii^ lo invoke a more maligiMUit dsmon than 
:sputiHitt itself. 

English writer* appeal* in justification of their 
tivity, to an cTent in their own history aa 
voring the absolute aacredness of soil from the 
uch of slavery. They call upon the lovers of 
icdora in this couotry. in the aortbern States, 

redeem our land, and prevent it from iwing 
>lluted by the toudi of a slave, and ourselves 
>tu being defiled by sending back a Angitive to 
9 master — to that master from whose claims and 
liose protection he has fled. In the face of all 
L'su high pretensions, if we look into the history 

England from an early period to the present 
lie, we sliall find tliat it is identified with the 
pausiun of the slavc'trade, and with the per- 
iiience of American slavery, and that slaves 
ujd and did breathe in England when their poet 
rote. I do not here refer to the existence of uo- 
itigatcd serfdom, under thed^:imdiiig appella- 
'e of vilUinage tncroa, which was assuaged and 
sdifiedin many of its features several ages ago, 
ir to the introduction of slaves into her North 
mericaii colonies, and its legal maintenance 
ere by acts of Parliament down almost to the 
a of our Independence. No, sir, J do not now 
ft'r ID these, but, in connection with the latter, 

the direct participation of Great Britain in tbat 
iquicous trade, to whose abuse and extension 
e aa lar^ly contributed by admiralty edicts, 
ts uf Parliament, and her great mercantile ma- 
ic. AHer enjoying its rich profits for yetffs, 
lien it ceased to be a lucrative branch of cora- 
erce, especially after the loss of her American 
ionies, the powerful and nervous pens of Eng- 
:li wrkers aided to render the traffic which had 
;en so diligently fostered, not merely odious. 
It tu denounce it as inhuman and piratical. 
In the reign of Elizabeth, fnd under her prolec- 
)n. Sir John Hawkins equipped three vessels in 
i6i LO Sierra Leone, on the African coast, where 
I obtained, among other merchandise, three hun- 
ed slaves, whom he carried to Hispaniola, and 
sposed of to great advantage. The saccesa of 
is expedition excited the cupidity of Ike Eng- 
h GovtTHment iiMclf, Who, in 1564, equipped a 
let of six vessels, and placed them in command 
'Captain Hawkins, the successful commander 
tbeformerenterprise. In 1618, James the First 
anted an exclusive charter to Sir R. Rich, and 
her mercbanu of London, of the trade toGKiinea, 
liich was transferred by Charles the First to other 
ivate adventurers. But it would be tedious to 
ice, through the voluminous pages of English 
Btory, the many charters to carry on the slave 
ide, which were granted during a century and 
half, for the benefit not only of merchants, but 
the gentry, of the nobility, of royal dukes, and 
even the monarch himself I Sued was the pop* . 
uity of the traffic, and the avidity to mingle m 
I benefits, that in the year 1698 the excluaive 
aracter of the trade was broken up, and it was 
rown open to all the subjects of the realm by 

act or William and Mary, (9 and 10 W. and 
., cap. 26.) We come next to the grand act 
iXl3, when, by the celebrated Assiento treaty 
ih Spain, Great Britain ^tedtomppb) the Cpon- 
i eoionita toUk one kundrtd and foH^-faw Uunt- 
%d Uavti U the rate nffovir Aotamnd «tgJU hundred 
sear, la 1739, Parliament voted to private 
iders whose interests were ininriously i^ected 
- the BULtuies of 9 and 10 William and Mary, 
t rum (tf ^10,000, to nutmn their tlaoe factories. 
lis sum was annually continued until the year 
44, when, owing to the dan^rs and embarress- 
iiits incident to a war which broke our witli 
ance and Spain in that year, the grant was 
ubttd. In the middle ofthe eighteenth cejitury 
9 African feverVas at its height in EnglanJ, 
r then it wss 0n the year 1750) that an act was 
seed by Parliament, entitled " An act for ear- 
iJin^ and imprcwig the trade with Africa." 
The interests of English commerce, which con- 
tiled the public mind, resisted idl efforts to ar* 
It it. The colonies of North America, which 
rew off their cobjaction to England in 1776, 



were loud io their remonstrances and condemna- 
tion. But in defiance of their fe^in^, and in 
opposition to their interests, the lords of the 
admiralty, and even the King himself, returned 
contemptuous answws of ration to their re- 
peated petitions. 

The first ship-load of Afiicons to this country 
was that which went directly fK>m the coast of | 
Guinea to Vii^nia, in ths year 1631. Between [ 
that year and 1719 — a period little less than a 
century — the number of slaves imported into the 
northern and southern colonies, now constituting 
the thirteen original States of this Union, was 
more than two hundred thousand. Such were 
the convictions of Pennsylvaniaagainst the traffic : 
that, in the year 1713, tier Colonial Assembly, I 
during the Ufe of William Penn. passed an act to | 
prevent its continuance. Pennsylvania was in- 
continently rebuked by the repeal of this act by 
the Qneen io council. Other colonies petitioned 
for the abo^on of the trade, but they were an- 
swered bj^nit refusal. In 1760 South Carolina, 
following^Kxample of Pennsylvania, passed an 
act to prohibit the further importation of slaves 
into her territory; but Great Britain rejected the 
act with indignation, declaring that the slave 
trade was beneficial and neecsfory to the mother 
eountry. The colonie* wore reprimanded, and 
a oircalar letter was dispatched to all the colonial 
Governors, warning them against a boldness un- 
becoming faithful and ob^ient colonists, and 
against the commission of an offense which in. 
Tolved the commercial interests of the realm. 

But passing many intermediate acts with which 
the statute-books of Elngland are replete, I come 
to the year 1T74, just two years nfler the famous 
case of Somerset was decided , and just two years 
b^fitrt that independence was declared whicn put 
an end to these insults and oppressions. In 1774 
varions mearareB were enactea fiur the regulation 
of slaves in those Englisli colonies which oecame 
independent in 1776; and in 1774 two bills were 
actually nassed by the Assembly of Jamaica to 
restrict the African slave trade in tbat colony. 
Liverpool and Bristol petitioned against the pro- 
posed restriction in Jamaica, and the Board of 
Trade obedienUy decided by a Report in favor of 
the English petitioners. The colonists eloquently 
answered the mercenary spirit of the report on 
the grouifda of justice and humanity; but the Eart 
of lWtmouth,aa president of the board, rilenced 
tberemoDStnuiUby emphatieallTdeclanng: '* We 
cannot sttots the eolctiiei to duat or ^courage a 
trmme 10 hen^eial to tie nation.'* ■ 

But while this language was used, and this pol- 
icy adopted, towards the aggrieved and complain- 
ing colonists of England , that sam^ England, two 
years before, was deciding, through her eminent 
Chief Justice, that flavery was so odious that a 
slave could not live on the fret soil (^Britain ! It 
was in the celebrated case of the negro Somerset, 
decided by Lord Mansfield in 1773, that the doe- 
trine was proclaimed or repeated, which has «o 
intoxicated oar neople and misted their own. 
Somerset was a slave, brought by bis master into 
England from Vii^inia; and the question was, 
whether his residence in that kingdom dissolved 
the relation in which be had stood to his former 
owner? The learned and able Jurist hesitated 
long, ordered a ^argument, and^ finally decided 
tbat Somerset was free, fbr the reasons that 8la< 
very was abhorrent to the common law of Eng- 
land , and that man could not in that kingdom be 
the legal subject of property. I propose to show 
that this decision was neither more nor less than 
thejiaf of the individual Judge; that itwas pure and 
unmixedjtuUri«((egi«lBlioii;andthatit is opposed 
to the whole current of English practice, English 
.history, and English jurisprudence. But the de- 
cision was made, and tne distinguished philanthro- 
pists, among whom Granville Sharp and others 
were active in procuring it, set no bounds to their 
exultations. The eloqnenee of Curran, in after 
times, made it the theme of one of bis proudest I 
triumphs in glowing and gorgeous oratory, and 
Cowper canonized it in verse. But one of the im* 
mediate consequences of this decision was to set 
free in the streets of London about four hundred 
negro slaves, who, having no owners to support 
them, were thrown upon the care and protection 
of those gentlemen roost anxious for the judicial 
liberation of Somerset. From former comfiMrt 



they were plunged into extreme distress, which 
drove them in crowds to their patron, the cele- 
brated GranviHe Sharp, who did all thai humanity 
could prompt to relieve their Deceasities and mit- 
igate ihcir sufferings. But all was unavailing. 
They suffered and returned again ant^ again, until 
he began to look out for some permanent phui of 
relief for himself and of refuge for them. He 
finally determined to send them to some spot in 
Africa, the land of their ancestors, where, with 
proper implements of husbandry, they could 
maintain themselves. 

Through the achievements of the earliest ad- 
ventuw in the slave trade, such a place as Sierrm 
Leone had become known to the English people. 
To Sierra Leone, therefore, that first spot on the 
African coast which England bad signalized as 
the scene of her depredations on the continent of 
Africa, Granville Sharp proposed to sentl these 
four hundred emancipated slaves, as the seeds or 
a future empire. The ship which carried these 
colored emigrants rassed out of the Thamea 
under convoy of Her Majesty's sloop-of-war 
Nautilus, on the 32d of February, 1787. Ofthe 
four hundred persons who embarked, neariy al( 
perished by famine, disease,' and the hostility of 
neighboring tribes. Within two years aAer the 
embarkation, the parent of those flourishing colo- 
nies which have sinee gone ftrom this country to 
the African coast, and which are eaiering into the 
barbarous and heathen interior of the continent, 
there to sow broadcast the seeds of religion, civ- 
ilization and liberty;— within two short years, all 
the hopes of its noble projector were crushed, and 
this first attempt at African colonization was ren- 
dered abortive. But ^reat events, however fortu- 
itous or inevitable their occurrence, though some- 
times marked by disaster 'in their outset, and 
overwhelmed by mi8earriu;e and calamity, bear 
about them something of the reprodueiivQ spirit 
of the fhbled Phanix. The colony has been 
ref^entshed, itswelfiue has been watehed with 
benevolent care, and nourished into newness of 
life with the most assiduous and tender solicitude. 
A flourishing and intelligent colony now renders 
worthy of our thoughtful notice that spot lone 
memorable for supplying the first ship-load of 
Africans to an English slaverinthe reign of Eliz- 
abeth, and more recently as the place where those 
men suffered and died, whose freedom the judicial 
monstrosity of the great Mansfield had secured ! 

?he learned Chief Justice made a twofold mis- 
take of historical fiict and of legal principle. Isit 
historically true that slavery was so repugnant to 
the En^lian common law as never to nave actu- 
ally existed in England? and is it legally correct, 
tbat under the English system of jurisprudence, 
man could not be the subject of property in that 
kingdom? The degradaUon of vtUein tenure, dia- 
tincuished as well by the baseness and servility, 
as oythe hereditary and unalterable quality of 
the services it exacted, existed in England from 
the earliest times. But what mean the existence 
of African slavery in Britieh coioniei, tlie slaves 
pJaeed there by actqf ParUament, the trade parti- 
dpated in by (ne King and his greateittvbjeels, and 
sustained and continued bjr pecuniary largesses 
authorised Iv English Um J If servitude be abhor- 
rent to the free spiritof the English eommonlaw, 
what mean those acts of Parliament to regulate 
and perpetuate it in colflbies peopled by Enslisb 
Bubjeeta, controlled by English cjiarters, md gov- 
erned by English functionaries? Did not English 
subjects carry to their trans-Atlantic home, in the 
New World, the fundamental maxims and distin- 
guishing princifdes of the E^ig^iah common law? 
If so, and that common law was irreconcilable 
with human bonda^, did they not act in accord- 
ance with its spirit in remonstrating and enacting 
against its increase? And how, in the face oi 
such a pretension, can the English Government 
be defended and justified in abrogating those 
colonial hiws which looked to the extinotion of 
the traflic? In negativing the act of Pennsylva- 
nia of 1713, in rejecting that of South Carolina in 
1760, in dismisaiog the acts of Jamaica, in 1774 ? 
The fact, as alleged, is denied by the whole his- 
tory of England abroad, and the settled policy of 
the British empire at home. The reverse is ex- 
emplified, if not in some of her present institu- 
tions, at least in her former system, and in hir 
colonial plan froQi^i$^jffS^J|g>K^i(^#4^ 
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when the f hiiteen eolooiat wen Mpuated ftom 
her dominion. 

The popular mind of England was fuHy pre> 
fMtred for African servituile by the immemorial 
existence of Tillein tensre and Bcrvice. Itistnie 
that the la* by which property in the olfapring 
of an American elave was transmitted, became 
different Hrom the nile of ^accession which pre- 
vailed under the common law of the kio^om. 
But the partut ttqvUur wnlrem of the civil law, 
which prevails in the aotithern States as the rule 
which DOW regulates the ri|>ht to descendants, was 
Bot the original law of this country. One of our 
•ariiest cOKmial tawa on the subject ofvavery, 
whuh was that of Maryland, in the year 1663, 
«nacied that " all children born of any negro or 
other slave shall be slaves, as their/oMcn were." 
This rule of inheritance was that of the English 
common law, the maxim being partva stquitw 
fttrem. 

The paternal rule of sticcesBion as to offspring 
was abolished in Maryland in the year 1699 or 
1700; and in the year 1715 the principle of the 
civil law, was substituted for the ancient doctrine. 
]t is enough, however* that, as the maxim of 
the Enrliih eommoa law originally governed the 
n^l of aervile succession in this country, even 
that argument of English writers is taken away, 
it is apparent, theretorc, that the whole system 
of American slavery was not merely of English 
oHsiD, but that its plan was modeled upon that 
of England, the time of wicccision being altered 
from motives of conveniencei arising from the 
looseness of the marriage tie among the baihaFous 
descendants of Africa. 

The law of Maryland of 1663, which followed 
in the tntck of the English precept as to the pa- 
ternal line of succession^ condemned the offspnng 
of a free white woman who intermarried with an 
African slave, to the servileeondition of the father. 
This feature of the early legislation of that colony, 
reflects the well-known sentiments of England at 
tiiat atij day, and proves the antiquity of the 
opinion now so well ascertained and uninroal 
HDoi^ the learned in this eountrr as to the in- 
equality of the two races, and tne degenerate 
resultB of a union between them. 

The dogma of the illustrious Mansfield in that 
famous decision, that the English law did not 
recsvnize man as the sid>joct of property, was un- 
worUiy of his character and fame. In the year 
16S9, nearly a centory before, that question, so 
UtT as English law was concerned, had been sol- 
emnly decided by the whole tmbiejudgti <tf England. 
At the head of this august array of learning and 
ability, waitheeminsntChiefJuatioaHolt. The 

auestion arose nnder the Assiento treaty with 
pain, and was submitted to the judges by order 
of the King in Council. 

The certificate of their unanimous opinion is 
couched in language alike concise and direct. 
" In pursuance of lus Majesty's orders in coun- 
cil, hereunto annexed," say tne^Judges, *' we do 
humbly certify our opinion that* nt^rou ore mer- 
dMndiK."* The document is signed by all the 
judges, beginning with Holt, and by Treby and 
Bomers, as Attorney and Solicitor Gienenil. 

But the fallacy of the idea has been shown, and 
the system of reasoning by which the Somerset 
ease is sought to be supported, is ably reviewed 
and demolished by tMt eminent jnrist. Lord 
Stowetl, in the year 1827.t 

This acute and accomplished English civilian, 
better known as Sir William Scott, in referring to 
a directly opposite opinion of Lord Hardwicke, 
made in the court of chancery twenty-two years 
before, that is, in 1749, (see State Trials, vol. 23, 
pp. 4»9l,} informs us that *' the personal traffic in 
anvea resident in England, bod been as ptiblic and 
ta aittharixed uf Lohdoh, as in any of our West 
India Islands. Thtu wre lold on the Exchange 
and other places of public resort» by pahtiks 

THEHIBLVXt HBtiDEHT Of LoHOON, Bud With aa 

Uttle reserve as they would have been in any of 
our West India poMeauom. Such a state of 



* FU< vol. 9, of Ctmlinen* Reporti of the Optninns of 
Enilnent Lawyora, in ooloiiial cosei, fcc., pp. 963,963. 

t BcD vol. 7, llagganl'M Admlnliy Ecpait>,piigeB4. TIm 
learacd reader >s also nftmd to the eaieof Comiiionnreallh 
Aveii, reported In IS Fickering'i Ecpnrts, puge 193, (n 
wlileti C. /. Shaw, of MaMicIiuMttu,coutiU>uie>ta under- 
arine llM MHtG of MaaiaaM. 



things continued, without impeaehiaentt from a 
very earlr period up to nearly the end of the last 
century." (Haggard's Rep., p. 105.) He ad- 
verts to the different opinions which had beca 
fn-onounced from the earliest introduction of sla- 
very into the English colonics, by judges of high 
authority, and the greatest ability in the kingdom, 
and the snddcnnGsa of the conversion of Mans- 
field to a different doctrine. He is reminded of 
what ia mentioned by an eminent ancient author, 
that on the announcement of the dtfeat qf Poinpey, 
" p«pnlus Jtamanva repente factua at alius" — the 
RfMummtddtntsbteamequUe another people. What 
event in the history of luigland called up-the clas- 
sical reminiscence of the learned judge, which is 
so delicately and plainly hinted at, is more than a 
subject of conjecture. In a subsequent page, he 
goes on to assert, that for the space of twan 
not in one inatance had the attention of English 
justice been colled to these alleged violations of 
law, of bringing slaves within the iurisdiction of 
England, and allowing them to do^^ " Black 
seamen," he says, "nave naviga^rVVest India 
ships to this island, but we Imve not heard of 
otlier Somersets, nor has the public been much 
gratified with eomplainlsoftheirdeacrtion, though 
It is probable that some may have token, and not 
unfairly, the advantage that was held out to them 
by the law. "—p. 112. 

But if, indeedi the air of England be so pore, 
and the soil so free as to kill tne demon of sla- 
very as soon as ha inhales the one, or his profane 
foot reaches the other, how happened it that 
down to the very period of the emancipation act 
for the British West India colonies, the Chancel- 
lor of England made decrees for sales in London 
of plantations in Jamaica* tanlter with tiu tUtes 
by uitch they vert worked ? The Lord Chancellor 
ordered, by decree, the sale of two su^ar planta- 
tions at Nevis, ami one hmidred and Jyly-two ne- 
groes thereon, to take pIScc on the 10th January, 
1833, in Southampton Buiidinga, Chancery Lane, 
London I The curious may see in a pamphlet on 
the opinion of the French lawyers m the Mau- 
ritius, dated in 18X2, and in a note at the end, by 
the translator, the notable particulars of this de- 
cree, Butenough. The facte and the law are mis- 
stated ia the memorable case of Somerset. It was 
not the law of England before; it has not been 
acted upon or recognized since, as thAt decision 
is understood in this country. Itstandswithout 
any prop in any port of the geneml or judicial 
history of the British empire. In theory, it is 
unsusiained by the genius and spirit of English 
jurisprudence! end as a measure of practice it is 
without precedent and without authority. 

A principle has been deduced from the doctrine 
of the Somerset case, and applied to our own 
country, which asserts the instant emancipation 
of a slave, who accompanies bis owner, so soon 
as he touches a non-slavcholding State, in the act 
of transit to another. Whatever may be the local 
law of any member of this Confederacy, such a 
doctrine is opposed, not merely to fraternal good 
Ihith and international (not to speak of inter- 
State) comity, but to the whole spirit of the Fed- 
eral Constitution; while an attempt to enforce so 
baleful a potion would be prolific of the direst 
mischief to the peace and harmony of the difietent 
Slates.* 

The law, aa declared in that celebrated decision, 
will, for the future, govern the opinions of Eng- 
lish lawyers, at least so long as it does not come 
in contact with soma controlling and predominant 
interest in England. Whenever any such greM 
interest shnlL arise, such, for example, as the im- 
portance of the Cooly trade, then we may expect 
to hear substantial reasons for the reversal of 
Mansfield in the same spirit of bis own sudden 
judicial someraet. 

Before quitting this Branch of the subject. lUlow 
me to say that the Couly trade to which 1 have 
adverted in the West Indies, as exemplified since 
the emancipation of African slavery there, is 
shown to be, by its working in Cuba, little else, 
and liardly better* than the African slave trade. 
It has most of its abhorrent features, and mast 
end* if indeed the system be not in its origin 

■See Ibe National Intelligencer of Decetaticr 17, 1856, 
and Jsniinry 4, 1837, Ibr the Tact, tbat in Pniecia, the doc- 
trine der^d mm the 8omm^ em* is not the law oS tbst 



and tendency identified, with AfHcan servitudr. 
But this subject hat been so fully unfolded by 
my honorable friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
I Clikqhak,] that I forbear to enter Airtber upon 
that field of research. While 1 commend his 
speech to the perusal of all thoughtful men, and 
think his fhets should be pondered by all phi- 
lanthropists*. I must say that he has rentuied 
some genetWl and fmrUeolar opinions which he 
cannot expect tne cither to suoscribe to or ap- 
I prove. The luminous development of same 
I subject by the honomble and leomed gentleman 
i from Louisiana [Mr. TATLoa][ should be turned 
to by all inquirers into the spirit and objects of 
I this trade. Then what beeomes of the value of 
i superior British pretensions to human libeity acd 
aacrednesS'Of soil? Is the sentiment worth more 
than this, that the political aims and ihe comntf r- 
cial and pecuniary interesta of England form the 
basis and groundwork of British benevolence on 
this subje.-t i Since the modification of pure vil- 
I leinage, and the emancipation of African slavtry 
I in her West India possessions, she has estab- 
I liflhed within the island as much liberty for ths 
[ sojourner and subject as ia compatible with s 
j hereditary peerage and hereditary royalty, al wajd 
saving the distinctive demands of commerce, and 
the other great pursuils of the kingdom. Bat 
[• whatever motive may have actuated the imm^di- 
, ale emancipation of herelavfts in the West Indies, 
we find the lessened production of these islands 
I has given rise to a system bearing iHiIy a differ- 
' ent name, but having all the otnections to which 
i African slavery is liabi*. We ifiml also exisiing 
: in the E^Bt Indies % system which, however joe- 
I tillable with reference to the condition of that 
' eauntry and the aims of England in securing and 
extending her dominion, ia totally at variance 
with the sublimity of her benevolence in ^1 that 
concerns slavery in the United States. 

I am no apologist for slavery in any form. 1 
' believe it to be opposed to the genius of our Gov- 
I ernmcnt and injurious in iu effects upon this 
country. But while I deplore itsexisttBee, I am 
not insensible to the incontrovertibla ftcf, that the 
AfHcan, whether bond or free, has been greatly 
elevated in character, and improved in conditioi 
and happiness, by his residence among a rtli- 
gious, an educated, and a free people. That ser- 
vitude which existed, and now exists in Afrir^ 
and to whicli most of the progenitors of the pres- 
ent race of American slaves were doomed, is on 
unmitigated, a barbarous, and hopeless tyranny—- 
that tyranny which is natural to a savage people, 
without Christianity, and without ctvilisauoR. 
Nor eon anyone doubt, who knovrs aught of the 
slave system which prevailed in the West Indie?, 
and of the Cootv system which has been substi- 
tuted under English rule, or which now exists a 
Cuba under the laws of Spain, or even the sypt'jiu 
of peom^e, aa that obtains in Mexico — that Btarerr 
in the southern Stales is comparable to neither t<f 
these. The diSbrent systems referred to admit 
of more connivance at abuse, and are not took 
fhvorable to the welfare and comfort of the un- 
happy subjects of them, than the more benig;nani, 
generous, and in some degree patriarchal, aystem 
existing in our southern States. Who ever 'heard 
that slaves in oar southern States were over- 
worked, under-fed, ill-clad, or do not have the 
Gospel preached to ihemf Any one who will 
carefully study the history, the physiologry, and 
characteristics of that division of the African 
race which has been brought to this country, can- 
not fhil to perceive that no equality of rights with 
the races of Europe would oring abont equality 
of condition. The natural inferiority of the nesrro 
is physically and metaphysically a fact. Yiiu 
may make society a level table-land , but you can- 
not prevent the African negro from sinking in 
intellectual stature below the height of the Euro- 
pean. The laws of our free States, which ahow 
I the slow but certain results of experience, nttosi 
■ this truth by withholding from the negro moir 
than a measured or qualified freedom. As thf. 
untaught Indians are, for their protection, in a 
itate of tutelage to this Government, so the de- 
scendants of Africa, for their security and hap- 
piness as a dependant race, are in a similnr 
position m most, if not all, of thediffmnl States 
in which they are placed. 
That any oyBUnya^ bod one which plaeea the 
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kppineBS of one inan in the keeping of aDdther, 
ithout more le?til reatraint than at presentexists 

the slaveholding States, ifl certainly a emve 
tjeetion; but thu objection would no doabt be 
ssened, if not remoTed, in a calmer condition 

the popular elements. All I mean to say ia, that 
ia unjust to the character of this oountry, and 
jurious to the social and moral siaoding of the 
uthern States, to confound the syatetn of bered- 
.rv BCrvice which exists among thorn, with a 
nfluion of law and a state of aodety out of all 
mpariaon inferior to theirs in those attributes 
d virtues which form and enter into the compo- 
ion of a religious, a hi^-toned,and an enlight- 
ed people. Elng^nd is an exiguous territory, 
uated m the laiae latitude with some of our 
jre northern States. She has no need, from 
mate or soil, of AlVican service any more ilian 
ey, as she proved in 1787, when she sent li«r 
ir hundred black people to Africa. She cannot 
preciate the want of such labor in a country 
•etching through every variety of climate, from 
nost the frigid zone to the equator. Whore the 
lite man cannot labor, but where cxperiancG 
ovcs he languiahcfl and dies amid a fervid and 
him unnatural heat, the black man dcli";hts and 
Kuriatea, In tlie same proportion that tiic fervor 
a high southern latitude disables the Ekiropean, 
is genial to the African negro, who Buffers in- 
rsely in body and mind as he advances toward 
? North. 

This law of climate has silently proclaimed 
elf, by the events of our own history. When 
e thirteen, colonics declarod themselves inde- 
ndentof English rule in 1776, slavery existed 
all. Let England remember, and let those who 
aise the free principles of the English Consti- 
lion not forget, that at tlio moment of our sep- 
&[ion, each colony held slaves under the coun- 
lance and regulation of Eng'lish law. African 
tvery, therefore, is to be marshaled among the 
seta of nur English inheritance. Pennsylvania, 

the year 1760, first provided by statute for the 
olition of her domestic slaves. Masaachusetls 
(lowed by Judicial construction of-her constitu- 
iD in the same year; Connecticut aud Rhode 
land in 17&4, New York in 1799, and several of 
e other States in order. But is it not a fact 
}rtby of note — ia it not an impressive passage 

our Jiistory, that all the States which have yet 
inumitted their slaves nre beyond a certain de- 
ee of north latitude? That slavery is still con- 
lucd iti some States where African labor ia not 
dispensable, ia undoubtedly true, but tho appa- 
nt anoinbly ia well explained liy the activity of 
iglish and nortlicrn lanaticism, in preventing 
e maturity of those wise measures ofgrtufttol 
jcratioii whicti were deliberately meditated in 
ch. 

Then the question nrises,what is it the duty of 
osr: nonliorn States which have abolished.tneir 
ipeclivc uyoEcm&of domcatic servitude, or have 
en admitted into tlie Union as free States, to do 

the matter of slavery in tho southern States ? 
nvG they anything more to do with it now than 
faro their own systems were abolished } Ought 
sy not, in short, to deliver back to their south- 
n brethren, fugitives from labor and service, aa 
e Constitution enjoins, and as they agreed to 
I in becoming parties to that solemn iostru- 
fnt of Crovcrnnentf Or should tiiey act upon 
G Endish dogma, that the soil of the free 
ates.smiuld instantaneously converts sou^^ern 
ive into a freeman ^ I demur to the adoption of 
ut doctrine in these Confederate States, poht- 
illy and morally, iis a man and a citizen, as a 
ivyer and a staiesmun. I propose (o show by 
. the lighiH of history, by every considcmtion 
justice, by ibc principles of national honor and 

notional policy, that we arc bound to restore to 
c tStdtc 'Uid to his master the fugitive who has 
\ the piolcciion of both. 
Most of the thirteen colonics, when tbsy all 
id a common head in Great Briiain,cnacted their 
VII sysifnts of laws for the capture and rendition 

fufiLiive slavca. Tlieae colonial laws were so 
lirely sufficient for the protection of their re- 
active owners, that the Articlesof Confederation 
hich followed indcpendenco in the year 1778, 
si-e entirely silent upon the subject. But when 
e Coiiatitutioa was framed, in 1787, two of the 
atcs had entered upon the work of cDfranohisc* 



meot. Pennsylvania, whoseearly law of 1713 was 
repealed by the CUiBen in council, was no sooner 
emancipated from the thraldom of political subjse- 
tion to England, than, true to her original fwincl- 
ples, she passed an ftot for the gradaalabolition of 
African servitude within her uordere. This act 
bears date the let of March, 1780, while the war 
of the Revolution waa still raging, and its result 
still doubtful. But while she thus prepared for 
fttture ft^edoro in her own territory, she was true 
to the rights of her sisters on her own soil. It is 
distinctly provided in the eleventh section of this 
first great Abolition Act in the United States, that 
"thia act or anything in it contained shall not give 
any relief or shelter to any absconding or runaway 
negro or mulatto slave or servant who has ab- 
sented himself, or shall absent himself, from his 
or herowncr,maater,or mistress, residing in any 
other State or country, but such owner, master, 
or mistress shall have like right and aid to de- 
mand, cloim^ and take away his slave or servant 
as he migbtthavc had in case this act had not 
been passcu^ This enactment, with a provident 
and patriotic sense of justice which reflects upon 
the men of that day in Pennsylvania the most 
distinguished honor, anticipated the requisitions 
of the Constitutiou. Seven years before uat great 
Federal Stats paper was framed, and thirteen 

[ years before the act of Congress of 1793 was 
passed, Pennsylvania was ready by her own vol- 
untary legislation, while abolishing her own'sys- 
tom, to do substantial justice to all her sisters. 
Thia section of her act-of 1780 is unrepealed to 
the present day, and enters into her statute-book 
as present and existing law. . 

The Constitution of the United States was com- 
pleted and adopted by the Convention three 
mouths after the enactment by Congress of the 
great Ordinance, constihiting tlie Territory north- 
west of ths river Ohio. The nearly cotempora- 
neoos dates of these two papers, throw light upon 
each other in regard to fugitive slaves ana to Con- 
gressional power. Both these bodies — the Con- 
grcsa and the Convention — were sitting in Phil- 

[ adclphia. at the same time in tlio vicinity of oach 
other; and the members, no doubt, in habits of 
daily and hourly intercourse. The Ordinance for 
the.Norihwesl Territory originated with Mr. Jef- 
crson,in tho year 1784, in whose handwriting the 
oriffioal drafl ia atill preserved in the Department 
of State, in this capital. It was modified and 
cnla^d by Mr. Nathan Dane; but the idea of 
excluding slavery f>om that Territory in all time 
to come, after the year 1800, is to be found in 
Jelferson's original draf^. But this bill was re- 
peatedly negatived, and would never have passed 
the Congress of 1787, if Dane had not provided for 
tho reclamation of fugitive slaves. He was a 
northern man; and, as the author of a Digest of 
the laws of Massachusetu, was true to their prin- 
ciples and nolicy. All else of his bill, as it passed 
into the celebrated Ordinance, including the pro- 
vistoo for the rendition of fugitive slaves, was 
derived fromthe laws of bis own noble old Com- 
monwealth. 

In respect to the restoration of fugitives from 
labor, these laws were con BenianeOos with the gen- 
eral legislation of the English provinces. At tliat 
time Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and all tho 
other States were bound together by the remem-* 
brance ofa recent participation in common danger. 
Each, fired by the love of Iibert7,acted according 
to its own sense of independent duty and interest, 
in extending tlic blessings of that liberty to, or 
withholding it from, the descendants of Africa. 
But oach was just to the others; all were willing to 
yield up those subjects of property which thekws 
of all had once enforced. Whatever may have 
been the sentimenta of those States which had 
"adopted legislative emancipation »lhey knew that 
fraternal concord, the sublime hopes of a glorious 
national future, public peace and private affccliop., 
political union and social unity, were far higher' 
considerations than merely abstract sentiment in 
favor of generat liberty, however lofty, praiae- 
worthy and noble. The power of the English 
jiress ceased for a time to be felt in this country. 
The system of ^viding to conquer had not entered 
into tbe minds of her ambitious statesmen. The 
interests of England were not entirely divorced 
from the profits of the slave trade. Emissaries 
liad not been sent over the Atlantic to poison the 



minds, obscure the visioo, and alienate tbe affec- 
tions of the American people. At that time, 
Pennsylvania would not have blurred the fair page 
of her IcfislatioB by tbe act of 1847 whick denied 
the use of her prisons to tbe TTni^ States for the 
detention and safe-keeping of neero fugitives frota 
labor, seeking ooncealmeM wiHiin her jurisdie> 
tion. At that time, Massachusetts would not have 
stained the patriotic page%f her statute-book with 
the provisions of such on act as tbe pcrscmai-iib- 
erly — a UiW which at one blow otteapts to 
blot out ths ConstitutioD) and to paralyse two 
acts o^ongreas passed in pursuance of its pro- 
vision9 It proclaims disfranchisement of hi* 
profession to that lawyer who may veatare ^. 
represent a claimant ofa ftigitive slave andw tha 
laws of Congress of 1793 or 18!I0, and in it« 
whole scope and tendency is a moral treason 
against the United States. If it be enforced, it 
would be declared unconstitutional ; and any overt 
act of resistance under it to the Federal autiiority, 
would be treated and punished as actual treason. 
Thank Heaven the native spirit of Pennsylvania 
was'awakcncd, and her honor redeemed by tha 
repeal of her infanfous law of 1847; but that of 
Massachu8etta,ia spite of earnest remonstrances 
and stirring appeals from her grsatest sons to the 
patriotism and national all^ionos of her people, 
yet remains untouched upon her statute-book to 
the present day. 

Where is the spirit which, in tbe year 1643, 
bound Massachusetts, New Plymouth, Connec* 
ticut, and New Haven, togetlier as one colony for 
mutual and common protection? Where sleeps 
the spirit of a wise and provident forecast which 
suggested, in the celebrated Articles of Confeder- 
ation formed in that year, a provision that any 
servant, running away from his master into any 
of the confederate jurisdictions, should be deliv> 
ered to his master, upon the certificate of a mwis- 
trate, or other proof? The personal- liberty bill 
of 1855 ignores the existence of these ancient 
articles, and is oblivious of all existing confeder* 
ations, as well of th^ duty she owes to " the con- 
fedcrate juri8diclions,"as to herself a^ one mem- 
ber of a for greater and closer Union. — One of the 
objections made in Massachusetts to the fugitive 
slave laws of 1793 and 1850 is, that they contain 
no provision for a right of trial by jury. If this 
reason were removed , there would still be another, 
as it comes from persons who are opposed to the 
execution of all fogitive-slave enactments. But, 
in the cose of alleged fugitives, there is no ad- 
vantage, but a manifest impropriety , in such a form 
of trial. The New England colonies were keenly 
alive, in 1643, to ail the forms and principles of 
English freedom which did not intrench upoa 
their distinctive tlieologioal optoioos; but they 
saw nothing in the questions involved in lunplr 
reclaiming a fugitive from I^r, which justified 
or required the interposition of a jury. He was 
to be delivered to his master, accoi'ding to the 
words of the Artjclcs, " upon certificate from one 
magistrate in the jurisdiction out of which the 
said servant fled , or other proof." This regular 
tion, and others of a similar nabire, were ex- 
pressly made a part of this celebrated compact, 
for the reason which the convention assigns — that 
of preserving peace, and taking away all occa- 
sions of strife amonjg the parties composing it. 
I^ppy would it bs for the nonor and repose of 
tho country, if these communities would need tha 
lessons of their own history, and adopt the senti- 
ments and examples of their ancestors, in their 
present policy and laws, while acting on a grander 
and wider theater ! 

But before the Personal Liberty Bill of Massa- 
chusetts was passed, various other States enacted 
laws within their several jurisdictions, for the 
purpose of crippling and disabling the act of 1793. 
This statute of Congress was one of the earliest 
measures which the f^-seeing men of that day 
deemed necessary to tho peace of the country and 
the justice of it^citizeus. It Was ptwsed in tha 
administration and rceoived tbe ssncuon of Wash- 
ington. It was only to carry out the Constitu- 
tion itself, OS an injunction upon States for tho 
observance of acommon duty which the colonies 
had performed before and during tlie Confeder- 
ation, which Pennsylvania as a State had volun- 
tarily imposed upon hsrown citizens, and vUA 
the cehibraled Oi^efWgfeSfb^«ltKjM»^l(: 
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juBtly extolled for ita vise and libcnii provisions, 
irap<Med upoo ihe territory it forever dedicated 
to IWedum. 

ButState enactments pmbarrassed the execution 
of the law of 1793, and combinations were made 
in the flree States with £w-luA subjects in Canada, 
to facilitate escapes by what is popularly known 
as the vmdergrowid rtdlroad. Every means was 
devised by rendering .fugitives secure from re- 
capture, to multiply the motives to flight. 

The southern men, from loss of their property 
incurred in violation of good faith to our colonial 
and constitutional pledges, and to all the ^uum- 
atincei of our earlier and later history, selHed to 
haje become incnrtUily alienated. The hand of 
an enemy had thrown the apple of discord among 
a lai^e family of happy States which were march- 
ing together, as a band of attached brothers, to 
greatness and to glory. Wise statesmen saw in 
It all the fell mischief of the demon , who aimed in 
undermining the affections of the people to carry 
away the grand palladium of our country. 

I coll upon the intelligent North, as a northern 
man, to act as lovers of the Constitution, to acCas 
eood citizens, to act with a view to the practical 
Mnefit of their own country rather Uian yield 
themselves to the sublimated generalities of light- 
headed, giddy, end theoretical sentimentalists at 
home and abroad. No State can interpose ob- 
stacles to the execution of the fugitive slave law 
within its own jurisdiction, and be a just and 
faithful member of the Union. Any State which 
passes laws to prevent or impede their execution, 
or which does not, by its l^slation, give them 
the moral force of its countenance, and if need 
be, the physical aid of ils ezecutrve police, has 
fiillen from that devoted allegiance which distio- 
goished the early days of the Republic 

Let us consider this subject with reference to 
the words of tl>e Constitution, providing for the 
delivery of Actives from justice, and fugitives 
• from labor. ThAe provisions follow each other 
in the second section of the fourth article: 

" A penon charged in any Bt&ta with treason, felony, i>r 
otlier crime, wko sliall flee from tuatice and be found in 
, anotber Stale, ■twll, on deiuand of ibe executive authority 
of the State firom wliich he fled, be delivered up, to he 
removed to the State havins Juri.-idiction of the crime. No 
person held to service or labor in one State ooder the lavre 
thereof, escaping Into another, nli all, tn consequence of any 
law or rcKulation therein, be discharged from such serviee 
or labor, hut shall bo delivered up on claim of the paxty to 
whom such aervice or Iqbor HMf be due." 

The criminal and the slave, one flying from the 
law, and the other escaping from his master, are 
both to be delivered up, the one on demand of the 
executive autliority of the State from which he 

* fled, and the other on claimof the party to whom 
such service or Tabor may be due. In these pro- 
visions, intended to guard against the collisions 
to which the preservation of distinct State rights 
might inevitably lead, it is observable that the 
tlave-elmue is distinguished from the other by this 
guarded language, that " no law o[ regttlalion" in 
the SlaU to wlUch he has escaped, shall prevent the 
delivery or rendition to his owner. This l>eing 
the supreme law of the whole Republic, that which 
^ves us the protection and honor of nationality, 

. it can be evaded or disobeyed only at the sacri- 
£ee of a f\indamental as welt as superlative social 
duty. Obedience — implicit, unreserved, and per- 
fect obedience to the Constitution, on these great 
inter-State regulations, is at once the base of Our 
social edifice, and the Icey-stone of the whole na- 
tional pile. 

The two above^quoted provisions, as to crim- 
inals and servants, are in the same category. 
The Legislature of a State in throwing impeui- 
nwnts to the fair operation of either would, as I 
have intimated, be equally culpable. To put an 
extreme case: — if a State dispensing with capital 

Eunishmepts should refuse to deliver or throw 
indrance in the way of recapturing and deliver- 
ing fugitives from justice in Stales where certain 
crimen were capitally punished, «rould not such 
. refusal boan infraction ofthe Constitution? Some 
States disapprove, in their punitive systems, of I 
solitary confinement, and others approve of no ! 
plan but that which separates offentlors. Some { 
find imprisonment for a few years abundant fur | 
all the purposes of retributive justice and perma- ; 
nent reform, while others shut up their criminals I 
for lifQ. Some immur* the culprit^ if not in a ' 



dungeon as horrible as the black hole of Cal- 
catta, in a prison nearly as detestable; while 
o^er States provide humane places of punish- 
ment. 

Now I ask, if in this diversity of opinion and 
practice, a sentiment should grow up in any of the 
States against the iofiiction of death or imprison- 
ment for life, or the lash — if, in self-righteous 
benevolence, any State, yielding Itself to. the 
vagaries of the hour, should come to regard these 
punishments as cruel, and the expiation of an 
offense by physical suffering as unjust or tyran- 
nical — isauch an opinion, whether rightor wrong, 
an admissiUs excuse, upon any grouod consist- 
ent with the safety of society. Tor reRising^ to 
deliver up the offender to a State demanding him? 
Would not a law interposing the least barrier to 
the capture, security, and delivery of the criminal 
be justly accounted as criminal itself, and even 
rebellious^ Is there any difference in principle 
between acting in opposition to law imnn the idea 
that slavery may be unjujt and cru^pi its effect 
upon the slave, and opposingalaw because cruelty 
towards the criminal is deemed unrighteous and 
forbidden? In both cases a sickly tendernoss 
may plead that " mercv blesses him that gives 
and him that takes." mit the great poet himself 
has elsewhere said that " mercy is not itself that 
oftloobaso." Mistaken and false mercy is like 
that narrow charity which, in feeling the genial 
warmth of its own fireside, does not realize the 
possibility of shivering darkness beyond; while 
true mercy, like the enulgont sun — broad as its 
light, and warm and diffusive as its heat — vivifies 
and gilds distant objects, as well as nourishes and 
illumines those which are near. In order to secure 
the freedom of a single person, you rivet and 
multiply ihe fetters on Uiousands who remain 
behind. Yon give him nominal freedom, but 
peril, if not bliglit,his real chances of happiness. 
You perhaps take him from plenty, (tnd tlie care 
of a considerate protector, whoso pecuniary inter- 
ests and domestic ties are bound up in his wel- 
fare, and, it may be, consign him to penury and 
suffering in a land of strangers. 

But you do more than this. You violate the 
majesty of a fundamental principle, and beget a 
spirit of lawless disobedience, tlic worst of all 
evils in a republic. You give countenance to pre- 
texts, often for temporary and unwise expedients, 
ta set aside the restraints as well as the requisitions 
of law. IfSgislatire emancipation in the slave- 
holding States is, through the same instrumen- 
tality, indefinitely postponed. But a permanent 
consequence of nil remnins behind. The seeds 
of distrust and disaffection are sown between the 
different States of the Confederacy. State is 
embittered against State, private feeling is alien- 
ated, and that sentimentoi a common nationality 
which should be nurtured and cherished as of 
priceless value, is neglected and thrown away 
for an illusory and worthless abstraction. The 
hopes of the country, which are identified with 
its affection and peace, and the eyes of mankind, 
which are fixed upon us, will be disappointed. 
If we would cultivate the virtues of those great 
men who wrote the New England articles of 1643; 
of those who passed the abolition act of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1780; of those who shaped and earned 
Itie celebrated Ordinance of 1787; if we would 
obey the Constitution of the United States, and 
remember the great and patriotic men by whom it 
was formed ; i f we respect the acts and venerate the 
memory of Washington, whosignr'd the fugitive 
slave taw of 1793: if we would defend in their 
integrity the measures in which Clay and Web- 
ster ana Calhoun concurred in the year 1850; we 
would stay the unfiliat and suicidal hand which 
is uplifted to destroy them all. The North have it 
in their power, by abstaining from the mischief of 
such interference^ to bring back those noble hearts 
of |ha South which beat in unison with thoss of 
the North, in all those measures of patriotism and 
nationality whjph will maxe us a mighty and 
happy people. 

It IS impossible to add considerations to influ- 
ence human conduct, if motives such as are here 
presented cannot animate, enlighten, and ilirect it. 
For the single purpose of giving freedom to a few 
runaways, who are perhaps unfitted for its enjoy- 
ment, we may break down the proudest monu- 
ment of human virtue which was ever reared; we 



may convulse the land with ctvil comu, 
g and drench it in fratenial Uood. AnAvtm^ 
all this at the instance of whom? Of i J: 
whose whole history is at vti with tU 
fessioos, and whose theory of doaexk 
mentand maxims of foreign policy ku-huT' 
the very lessons they woulii teach u ij^ 
wouW tlngland have resented aoy ttitim^ 
this country to excite the disconieDU of 
or to fommit, byword or deed, thegpirii^i^ 
agogue agitation and factious iiiwrgeittr-^I 
Let alone, she has commenced a ■ystenctn^ 
ual correction, and is proceedioe— ur - 
it must be admitted — to remove^oK tm-^, 
of iwrtialityand mi^vemmentwhidi.fM'ij^^ 
a century, have formed the staple of IhiLa 
lure and oratory. 

Let me, in conclusion, cost t haityfitv*! 
our expaoded uouniry, tlie permanenct ofi;, 
undivided greatness is threatened ilou t, i 
misguided benevolence and chroiiul peno- 
towards fugitive slaves. The politiet! Sutei^ 
was formed by a union of tBe Itiinwn 
' colonies, was mighty and colonal, enisj 
: birth. The boundaries, as fixed wiiii 
' by the treaty of 1783^ inclosed an amttf es 
' hundred thousand aqtiare miles. Bm oh.,! 
cessions of territory from Spain, Fnax.i 
Mexico, the national domain— that om r ; 
the national flag triumphantly waTu-tu).^ 
quadrupled in extent. Recent lumfi lat, 
grand total of nearly three and a ibird nm 
of square miles. Of theexteuiveiDdkiii:) 
surface, preeentiog every variety of Hil,KK:i. 
ing into every varietv of climate, and incLi:; 
the richest tracts of t£e world, notafwii^bj 
has been acquired by indirection or tw^H. 
The acquisitions have been made,iDCfHf ». 
after an open nc^tiation, and roribirtf.ii. 
lent. 

The tonnage of the United Siatetat utu- 
mencement of the present Federal GoTtna; 
amounted to 374,347 tons'. In the jai & 
commercial marine of the world waien^u 
be about 15,550,000 tons. Of diitnait^ 
gate, the tonnage of Europe and AiimiuM 
ten millions, of which amount, the bill ih& 
joyed by Great Britain alone. Neirlj Utis 
residue is the present tonnan of ibe C J 
States, that ie, 5,350,000. Thii imawa- 
rine amounts to more than one tbitd efiiittT-. 
tonnage of the globe, and exceeds tbeiuni-i 
supremacy of Great Britain bendf, titt xxl 
and peerless mistress of the oceui. Wnt^. 
any figure of speech, if we coolly lookup 
figures of arithmetic, we may see in ibii .> 
maritime glory of this coantry.andcibUiEtx 
greatness to which she i« haslenin^. TVc > 
merctal marine of Great Britain has, rwi^ii 
thirty years, increased twenty-eighi prrff :j 
every term of ten years; while that f)l\^[~- 
ted States in each decade, for the sut 
has advanced fifty-eight per cent. Iff'"'', 
the state of our commercial navy,asi:a:s:^>i 
1789, according to the census of tljeU»»«' 
year, and consider the vast aiigmentaiionif; 
the intervening period of sixty-fire yan J 
effected, it does not require the fiift of pfSK-' 
to foretell that American tonnage villnA i 
only surpass that of Qreat Briisin ui tbfit* 
of other nations ainghr, but that it will iniit^ 
in magnitude the eomouwd maiitineflHttAU 
world. 

American imports have swelled iaadfJiK" 
responding with this expansion, (napUl^-' 
in 1790, to #315,000,000 io 1656. Tbet"; 
revenue has gone on in a progreasirenuao^K.' 
mentation from |10,250,000 st.theformcrf-i 
till it reached nearly seventy-four miIlioDi<£'| 
lara in the latter. The wonderful and iu:r1''^|^ 
spe^aele is presented of a nation hsni^ipj 
revenue than some of her poblif men, (r-s^ 
by constitutional ecraples, knew how lo ■ 
And yet the increasing demonda of» f^ 
commerce, with mighty rivers and m """^ 
extent of unimproved sea-cossi, ■w'™"!^' 
line of nearly twenty-five thousand mite*-'^ 
from the hand of benignaotuMuit-rMiiiitti. ^ 
and more than such a refenue car supp ) 

The exports of the country more faJtini' , 
the grand resultsof itaproductivt;ii«lustt J'> • 
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•xnorts in the ^ear 1790, theae exports have gone 
in incr«aatn^ to 1310,500,000, which they attainvd 
n the last year. But when we reflect upon the 
imount of domestic conaamption, and the stu- 
lendoua achemes of iotemal improTement which 
he elastic energiet and aagacioiu enterprise of 
•ur people have set on foot, it is apparent that 
be sum of these exports in no wise represents 
he real resources of the United States. Above 
vo thousand patents wen issued from the bureau 
f that department, durine the last year. More 
ban twenty thousand mites of railway are now 
raveraed by passengera and merchandise; the 
lectric telegraph is penetrating to the remotest 
ettlemenu oftne lana; and a magnificent project 
as been conceived of uniting oy railroad the 
UFantic with the Pacific ocean. Is it, then, eur- 
rising; that, white the annual exports are num- 
ered by hundreds of millions, the annual pro- 
ucia of the country amount to as many thousands 
f millions? Itcan be shown, by competent (fofa, 
mt the induatrial pursuits of the country created 
LBt year, and contributed tn the wealth of the 
'orld, the aum of (4,500,000,0001 'niisTaatsum, 
le product of a single year,it heabeen strikingly 
tifl aptly said, is greater, bvan eighth, than the 
'hole debt of the British kingdom, which has 
een accumulating for more than two centuries. 
The populatitm of the United States numbers 
early lliirty fflillioDS of inhabitanls, who are gov- 
•nedbj'aConatitution which is regarded by some 
r the greatest and wisest men of Europe aa the 
lost perfect political instrument that man, in any 
or nation, ever conceived or flramed. The 
isources and powers re^j^ed to^ nraat, in the 
ature of things, give to cue United States the 
ndiaputed rale of empire among the nations of 
■e earth. To what are we intlebted for this com- 
landinff aggregate of national wealth and great- 
ess? Do we not owe it aJI to the binding force 
f that great constitutional charter which eoncen- 
atea our powers and resonreefl as a nation— that 
icred charter which it seems to be the study of 
)me of our own people, in treasonable combina- 
on with certain English philanthropists, to tread 
Fider foot, to profane and destroy? Shall we 
ight the auspicious designs of Providence in 
gard to this country, and disappoint the hopes 
' freedom over the world? Snail we endanger 
le progress of republican govemmenl? Shnll we . 
itmguieh the brilliant promises of a glorious 
iture? 

But whatever euk^ this greatness may be 
orth, a greater glory than allremains behind, 
/c may boast ofonr territory, its imperial ampli- 
ideana its boundless fertility; of our inland seas 
id extended line of coast; of the improvements 
hich activity, enterprise, and wealth are import- 
g to our inouBirial pursuits; yet more than all 
lesp, we have something better to be proud of 
id to cherish. The population of this country 
presents the* effects of free institutions and the 
fluence of free schools, where the future fathers 
' the Slate are educated up to the high level of 
If-government. The^ exhibit that unshackled 
eeunm of thoug[ht wiiieh sprincs out of repub- 
»iniani, and the intelligence and happiness which 
iring out of all. We may be grateful fbr a 
)unteous soil and a noble country; but a livelier 
atitutie leaps to American lips when we refer to 
itivc genius and talent, to those useful attain- 
ents and that higher public virtue which our in- 
itutions secure. 

*' Man is the noUer growth our toil rappUea, 
And touU ore ripnted In oar weatern sklei.'* 

In what age, and in what nation, does history 
' traditien>speak of, since the dawn of time, 
hen the common mind and character mounted 
>, as in this country, to the proper stature of 
imanity? Where is the man among us whose 
lildhood has been passed in this country, that 
nnot read for himself the Bible and the Consti- 
tion.' Where, it maybe soberly asked, in a 
•mmunity of millions, are the reli^ous instincts 
' the masses systemaiicalty trained and devel- 
>ed — where are popular intelligence and social 
rtue t better cared for — where is diffus^ an equal 
nount of personal flreedom anddomesUcbappi- 

The earth may produce abandontly, and min- 
al geuia may be aug out of ber bowels orapar* 
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kte in ber bosom, bat the brightest and most pre- 
cious jewels of our land are Uie hearts and soulg 
of her people — the offspring of that better soil, 
whose nigh aims and elevated nffeotiooa are iU 
natural and necessary fruit. 



THE TARIFF. 

SPEECH OF HON. A. WAKEMAN, 

OF HEW YORK, 

Iw THB House or RapaBSBHTATiTEt, 
fUmsrf 16, 1857. 
Tlie RooH being In ilie Commluwf of tbe Wiwle on the 
itaee of the Udiod, uid having under conildention tbe bill 
to reduce th« duly on Imports, and ftiroUierpuiposes— 

Mi;. WAKEMAN said: 

Mr. Cbairman: It ia impossible for me, in the 
short space of time allowed me, to enter at any 
extent inta||he investigation of this subject. I 
fiM) so impressed with its importance, with the 
difficulties that surround it, with dis diveiaity of 
interests involved in it, that I enter on its discus- 
sion with a deep sense of my inability to do it 
justice. No individual acquainted wit)\,the his- 
tory of the country, with ita vast and diversified 
resources, and with theTact hat our manufacturing 
intereata exceed ^1.400,000,000, our agrieultural 
interests over tl ,300,000,000, and otir commercial 
and maritime interests unsurpassed except by one 
nation on the elobe, and at the same time reflects 
that all this is oosed upon uid represented in the 
business operations of the country by a limited 
amount of precious metals, can avoid neling that 
this is the moat important question to which an 
American Congress can at this time address itself. 

Before I proceed, Mr. Chairman, to state the 
few simple propositions which will control my 
action, and the votes that I shall be called upon to 
give on this subject, I desire to invite members to 
reflect on the araolute neeesBity of a harmoniona 
action on this bill, and on the production of aome 
final result which will reduce the revenue. You 
all know that all demands of the Ghivemment are 
required to be paid in specie or its eauivalent. 
Your independent Treasury system calls on all 
the officers of the (Government to receive nothing 
in payment except that which is equivalent to, or 
is in fact, the precious metals. All your duties 
on imports, tnerefore, are to be paid in thia 
manner; and when the money is once placed by 
virtue of that act in your Treasury, it is locked up 
without the possibiuty of escape except by virtue 
of an act of Congress, either existing or to be en- 
acted. The consequence is, that if you exact 
\ from your constituenis a larger amount than 
you disburse, you effectually withdraw from the 
ausiness operations of the country the difference 
oetween that amount and the amount collected. 
Under the present revenue syAem you have gone 
on largely exacting from the people, compelling 
them to pay a heavy and burdensome tax, and at 
the same time disbursing much less than the sum 
received. In 1850 this oiiTerence in &vor of the 
Treasury was some (6,000,000; and tbe amount 
has continued to increase from that period to the 
present year, until it now exceeds $22,000,000; 
exacted from the hard earnings of the people by 
way of taxes upon imports, over and above what 
ia required and what is actually disbursed by the 
Government. At the present day, in the city 
which I have the honor in part to represent, there 
; is locked in your sub-Treasury over $14,500,000 
of the precious metals — more than we have in all 
the vaults of all the banks of our city put together^ 
and on which is based all the circulation and boai- 
.neaa of that great metropolis of the country. 
You have now in your various sub-Treasunes 
scattered throughout the country over $24,000,000 
tied up, and in effect practically dead to all the 
buainesa operations of the country. These finan- 
cial relations between the Government and the 
people, Mr. Chairman, may not seem to affect us 
seriously at this moment; hot when you reflect 
thaf^e have one thousand three hundred and 
ninety-eight chartered banks scattered through- 
out the United States, with a circulation of 
f I95w000,000, and a capital of $344,000,000; and 
add to this acapitA of $118,000,000 represented 
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I by individual bankers, making a total bank cap- 
ital of $462,000,000, sustaining a deposit account 
of $250,000,000, and with a line of discounts from, 
one to ninety days, running up to $700,000,000; 
and when, in conjunction with these facts, you 
know that all thia immense business is carriea on 
with only $70,000,000 of the precious metals, as 
the basis, ($60,000,000 of which is in the hands of 
chartered banks and $10,000,000 in the hands of 
individual bankers,) the necessity for immediate 
action appears absolute. And the thought that 
the diveraity of sentiment and interest which ex- 
ists among us may prevent unity of action, should 
make us all deeply anxious as to the condition 
in which our country may be placed. It is 
estimated that In less than eighteen months the 
amount of precious metals withdrawn from the 
business operations of the country w**i exceed 
$50,000,000. Now I submit to all candid gentle- 
men.whether if these facta be so, we can sit hers 
quietly and allow the time of this session to run 
away without making some extraordinaiy — some 
effe.ciual effort, to stay this unnecessary uflux of 
the precious metals from the hands ofthe people 
into the coffers of the Treasury? 

I think, Mr. Chairman, the Committee of WayM 
and Means are entitled to the hearty thanks of 
this House, and of the whole country, for their 
unwearied labors and pertinacious attempts to 
bring this subject to the attention of Congress. 
Sir, if we leave these Halls without some suc- 
cessful effort to bring about a reduction of our 
constantlyincreasing revenue, no man can foretell 
the disastrous consequences which must fbllow. 
We have had financial convulsions, which have 
not only shaken the great metropolis, but the 
whole country, to its very center; and if we do 
not wish those scenes reSnacted, with a tenfold 
force, let us address ourselves like statesmen to an 
intelligent and thorough investigation of the matter 
before us, with a hearty determination to come to 
some favorable and harmonious* result. 

Mr. Chairman, I will now proceed to state the 
several propositions which will guide me in the 
performance of my duties upon this most difficult 
question. 

First. I lay down this proposition as funda- 
mental, and ever to be borne in mind in the per- 
formance of this, as well as all our legislative 
duties, to wit: that thegreat interests of the United 
States are united and inseparable; that agricul- 
ture, manufactures, commerce, and navigation, 
will flourish together or languish together; and 
that all l^islotion is dangerou£ which proposes 
to benefit one of these without looking to the 
I Koneeouences which may befall the others. 

To this propoflition we all agree. But when we 
attempt to apply it to individual cases, serious 
difficulties arise. Wc do not seem to reflect that 
this country is of the most diversified character, 
jiot only in extent, but in population, and in 
almost every interest that can oeconcetved. These 
various interests have their Representatives upon 
I thia floor; and each seeks, without regard to the 
I other, tbe protection of the particular interest be 
I direcUy represents. For example: the State of 
New York fbmishes six or seven millions of 
bushels of salt per annum. The duty upon salt 
is twenty percent. Ought that interest to induce 
the Representatives of that State to entirely dis- 
regard, in reference to the same subject-matter, 
the interests of twenty-seven millions of people? 
Should this vast population be heavily taxed 
upon all the salt used by them for the benefit of 
a few thousand capitalists engaged in that manu- 
facture } Everybody will at once see that such a 
course would be un&ir, and utterly umust. 

Again, look at the sugar Interest of Lonisiana. 
Thsrs are thirteen or fourteen hundred planters 
engaged in the production and manufacture of 
j sugar in Uiat State. This beingan article of uni- 
versal consumption, should the whole people of 
I the United States be heavily taxed upon all the 
i sugar they conaume for thehenefit of those thir- 
teen or fourteen hundred sugar planters? Will 
I the Representatives of that or any other State 
i upon this floor be justified', as intelligent and Just 
I staie8men,indisregardingthc interests of millions 
1 for the benefit of a few hundreds? Ought we not 
t to look to tbe interests and wanMi^ all the peoi^e 
' of the United States nuherthafcMfinewtuitt^ 
Digitized by VjVJijy It 
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tion and benefits to a particular diitrict or claif 
of individuals? When mcmbera take their acata 
upon thiB floor, they dfi not do so as the Reprc- 
WDtatiTM of any piulicular section or interest; 
their eonatituents, in the full aenae of the term, 
are not confined to any particular district, but are 
limited only by the confines of the Republic. We 
are the servants of the whale people, and our com- 
pensation is derived, not from our immediate eon- 
atituents, but from the peoi>le 'a Treasury; and the 
vhole people and all their interestaare satitled to 
be justly and fairly considered in all our l^ialative 
enactments. 

Mr. Chairman, having ui^ed that the unity of 
all our great interests may ever be kept in view, 
I now proceed to the consideration of the second 
proposition, to wU: That all extreme Icgielation 
in the reduction of dutiea upon imporu which 
come in competition with ariiclcs of domestic 
powth or manufacture, should be avoided. 

It would seem that we should all at once sub- 
•cribc to the justice and fairneasof this proposition. 
From the foundation of the Governmetjt, duties 
upon imports have been levied, directly or indi- 
rectly, for the protection and encouragement of 
domestic industry. Interests at one lime small 
and insignificant hare, under the fostering care 
of the Ghivsrnmont, become of great national im- 
portance. For examplci The iron interest of the 
nation has become so developed as to afford a 
production equal to three fourcha of the entire 
consumftion of llie country. This interest has 
been chiefly developed under the tarilT of 1840 
and 1646 — the latter providing a duty of thirty 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Now, I submit that to make iron free of duty, or 
to make any large reduction, would be both an un- 
wise and an unjastact. Millions upon millions of 
dollars arc invested in the production and manu- 
fkcture of this article; and to ccaso incidentally 
to protect it al this time, would be to consign it 
to destruction. The same may be said of oUier 
great interests which have, by the fostering core 
Of the Government, grown into national import- 
ance. I submit, that wise and prudent legislation 
requires that all extreme, or violent reduction of 
dutiei upon imports in competition with articles 
of our own growth or manufiuiture, should be 
avoided, 

Mr. Chairman, I now proceed to state my lAird 
proposition, to wit: That sound policy requires 
that we should produce what the territory of our*' 
country will produce moat cheaply, and receive 
from other couatrics what loe canuot raise, except 
at too great an expense. 

The persistent violation of this principWhas 
cost many nations millions of treasure. Great 
Britain, in jier attempt to produd^ cotton both at 
home and in her India possessions, baa expended 
millioaf of money. She has disregarded this 
principle iahcr attempt to produce her own hemp, 
which she has now wisely abandoned. France 
has shown her disregard of tliia principle in her 
endeavors to raise sugar and cotton upon her soil 
and in a climate, unsuitcd to both; and we have 
■bowD Ibo same folly in attempting to produce 
raw silk and oilier articles 

[At this point the faamnvr fell, the hour for the 
closine the debate upon tlie bill having arrived; 
but mx. Wakehim waa permitted to state his 
other propoaitiona, which arc as follows: 

fburlA. That where it bos been demon^tntcd 
by a long experience of many years that a given 
article, under the protection of*^ high duticB, can- 
not be produced except at heavy expense and in 
limited quanli tics— altogether inadequate to do- 
mestic consumption — sound policy requires tliat 
the duty upon that article snoula be gradually 
withdrawn, especially if it is an article of prime 
Decosaiiy. 

Fyih. That inasmuch as the support of the 
Grovemment is derived from dutiea upon imports, 
it is sound policy, in tho hnpoaition of those du- 
ties, to discriminate in favor of our own manufac- 
tures, and Dgainst the pauper labor of Europe. 

SisOh. Tliat Great Britain having made fVee the 
raw material used in her manufactures, sound 
policy requires that wc should admit the same 
raw materials used in our manufactures free of 
duty, when it con be done eooaisteat with vested 
intcrasta.] 
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ITEBATE IN TH£ SENATE, 

TanoiDAT, FOnury SB, 18S7. 

The Senate proeeeded, a« in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill (H. R. No. 566) re- 
ducing the duty on imports, and for other pur- 
poses, which had been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, with amendmenta. 

Mr. HUNTER. I give notice that the substi- 
tute which I intend to present is a little altered 
since yesterday; and gentlemen who have it in 
their hands in the printed form, will please to 
note: in the second line of the second section, 
after the words "provided for," include the 
words " and delaines;" and in the fourth Une, 
before the word "wool, "insert " any;" and add: 
" of the iheep or hair of tho alpaca, goat, and 
other like animals." In line twenty-five, on the 
second pase, instead of the description of raw 
silk there, I insert these words: " imputed in the 
condition in which it came from the cocoon, not 
bein^ doubled, twisted, or advanced in manufac- 
ture m any way. " The other alteration is to in- 
sert "guano" in the free list. These are the 
changes io the aubatitute I desire to offer. 

The aubititnte of Mr. Huhtbr, as amended, 
is: 

" ThU qfi and alter Ott lat day ot July, 18S7, ad valorem 
dutiea •bull be iiopoicd to lieu of iboae now imposed upon 
luodi, tvarc», aiid incrcliaadl.ic impnrtcd fmm abroad into 
ttie ITnited Hiues, followit, v!7. : L'pon Ihn artii^li-a enu- 
memtedinRchrduie* Aand Uorthe tarifTactof l^,a(Iuiy 
ortlilriy percantiiin,aiid upon Uiorc enumerated in Kiiei- 
ulM U, U, a, F, ikaiid II of caid «ct,ttie dutic* oftwenty- 
thrpe per ceiiiuni, uiiioicen per centum, fldcen perccnium, 
tweire per cenium, eight per centum, ond four per centum, 
respectively, withsnch exceptions a> are liereinnfter made ; 
imd all aniclea ao inporud av arorcaaid, nad not enumer- 
ated in tliB said acliGdulea, atiall pay a duty of fifteen per 
centum. 

Sac. 9. Jnd he U farther enaded, TTiat mannnieturea 
etmpoaed wlmllyorcounn, not other wine provided ror,nnd 
delaioea, sluijl Iw transferred to Kcbcdule C; blankeu of all 
kinds fliall be transferred to scJieduic 1) ; any wool of tbe 
sheep or hnir of ilie alpaca, guat, or other lilte aiiimalii. 
unmonafticinred, gum copnl, nnd salt, sliall be traniilcrrcd 
lo BcbeduleO ; tliat jiite, mnnllin, sisal grasn, coir, and otiicr 
vegetiU>le BUbsiances, unminuAictureil, not utlicrwiM pro- 
vided for; oilK, palm and cocoa nut ; lac spirits, lucxulpliur; 
lampblack; Pnissiaii blue ; ariicico notin nrrndec^cnie, u^cd 
III dyHngor tanning, notniticrwIiicprnvliWd for; brim-tone, 
crude, in balk; cream of tartar ; extracts- ot indico ; csimcia 
and decoctions of logwood and oilier dyc-ivoods, »oi iHlier- 
wiie provided for ; eitracix of madder ; barilla ; buda aft\ \ 
cudbear; bleaching piiwiler nr clilnride of time; indi;:;o; 
cochineal ; woador pa:<tel ; nnd acids, aeetic, ben/uii-, bo- 
racic, citric, muriaUc, white nnd yellow, niirie, oxalic, p>TO- 
ligneous and tartaric, and all oilier acids ofi^vi^ry descnpiion 
U:<eil for ctimlcDl,incdicnl,orin.niula<:[utine purpose*', not 
otliemisc provided for, shall be fruRjferred trj pchrdule II ; 
^uid that b<:rrie*, nuts, ttowerp, plants, nnd vecftables, used 
exclusively in dyrlnsorin coinposins dyes ; but no nrUele 
sliall t»c clawed ns such tljnt has undt'nronc niiy manninc- 
ture. Peruvian bark; Brazil wood ; urazilietlo, ond nit 
other dye-wnods in stickir; burr-fWiies, wrouRlit or un- 
wrougiit ; Rax, unmanufactured ; codilla, or toir of hemp 
or flax ; silk, raw, imported In tbe condition in which It 
came from tbe cocoon, not being doubled, imisted, or ad- 
vanced in inanuDicture in any wny ; fruitj and vi'pi'tiibtcs, 
jireen or ripe, not otherwise pnvided for ; cuaitn, Itn^ml, 
garden acedd, nnd all other Fceds Tor ngrieuliurol. Iinrlieitl- 
tural, medicinnl^ and manuracturinR imrptHi*;*, hot otlier- 
wise tHvvidcd lor ; bolting -clotlia ; mattdcr-root ; madder, 
ground or nrcpnrcd ; icR: and animsla Of all kind*, abnll bo 
tmnsferred to schedule f. 

Ssc. 3. Jirtd bt it farther tnatlei, Thnt n1l grmdii, wares, 
and merchandise which sliall be imported from foreicn 
countries after the pn^^oec of Ihlfi act, and be in the public 
stores on the 1st ilny of July aforft^id, ^ball be suhji ei, on 
entry thereof for cnn^umption, to no other duty than If tlic 
same had been imported, re; peciively, alter thnt day. 

Sue. 4. ^ful he it fmiker enacted, Tliat on the entry of 
any coods, wnrci>, and mcrchandi.'^ imponecl on and nfter 
thti frt dny of July aforesaid, the di^ci^inn of tlie rn]lcc[or 
of the cu->tom3 at the port of imponation nnd entry. n<i in 
their liahlljty to duty or exemption iherulVom.ehall be Iln.-kl 
and conclusive ocninst tbe owner, importer, cmiHgnee, or 
agcut of any snrh good«, wares, and increh3ndi><e, unlof^s 
the owner, importer, consignee, or agent shall, (viihin ten 
days after BUeti entry, sive notice to the collector, in writing, 
of his diaaatif faction with such decision, netting forth therein 
distinctly and Hpccifieally his grounds of nbjcctinn thereto ; 
and Khali, within ihinvdays ancr the dntc nfi^ueh decision, 
appeal iherefrum to ine ScireLny of ibe Treasury, whose 
decision on sucli appeal shnll lio tinal nnd enncliiiiive; nnd 
tha said goods, wnren, and merchandise dhall be liable to 
duty or exempted therefrom accordindy, nny act oft'ou- 

Srcas to the contrary notwitli^tntidini:, unless i-uit shftll In.' 
roDght within thirty day:" after such decision (br iiny duties 
that may hava bccii paid, or may tlierraftcr bo paid on said 
goods, or within thirty days after the duties shall lutvo boeA 
paid in easea where sucta goods shall he in bond. 

Mr. ADAMS. I give notice of tho foltowinff 
amendmeut, which, at the proper time, I Buoll 



propose as a substitute for the whole Joill, as it 
m^ be matured: * 

That on and after the lat day of Jiri^, leST.Uieie stnll be 
a Kduction of twenty -five per ccnti£ on tbe rales of duty 
iwpOMd by the act entitled " An act reducinethe duty <in 
tmpons, and fbr other purposes," amimved 30th ot July, 
1B46, OD goods, wares, 'in J msrcoandiM iiaiKXtedfiroin lix- 
eini countries. 

Bsc. 0. Jind he a further enacted, That all goodp, w»tf%, 
and merchandise wnich^baU be imported from any fc■T<^iea 
country, and be in thn public atores od the Isl day of J-.ity 
aforaaoid, aboil be sobject, on eotiy therwf for eonnuBp- 
tlon, to BO oilier duty than is berciD proTided for. 

The first omendment'of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was in line one hundred and eight, ixfier 
'* limo-juice," to insert "HnseecL" 

The PRESIDENT pro Umpore, Tlie question 
is on that amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I mort throw myself on the 
indulgence of the Senate for an opportunity to 
make a brief exposition of the reasons which in- 
duce me to press so urKently for action on this 
subjectatthia latA period of the session; and alao 
to say a few words in explanation of the measure 
which I shall fM-opose. 

Upon the strong political reasons for resortirs: 
to some measure woich will reduce the aurplua 
revenue and the constant influx of specie into the 
vaults of the Treasury, i acarcdy need speak. 
They are so obvious that they must be remarked 
even by tlie most casual obserrar. We a)rpa<jy 
see that this overflowing Treasury is affonlir; 
templatioas for the wildest and most extra va^nt 
schemes of expenditure, and none so wild bit 
that it may find some advocates here and in tl:e 
other House. Wc already ^ear of plans for dis- 
tributing tbe sorplus^toeuue amongst the Statf.i: 
and for thus changin^he relations of this Gor- 
crnmeot to the States, so as to make it the aim>>- 
ner to collect and distribute revenues aroon^d 
them as a majority here may choose, at its own 
arbitrary pleasure. Wa see, too, Uiat tbis is 
aSbrding tempuuons to combinationji for tb^ 
purposes of plunder amongst spoilsmen and 
place men who hang about the Treasury, and 
whose influence must be of the most corraptioi^ 
character. You, perhaps, sir, [Mr. Wellcr in 
the choir,] recollect, for we came into the House 
of Represenlativesat neariy the same time, that at 
that day, when a member voted for an appropri- 
ation, he had to explain himself, and to answer 
for it before the people; but now the rule seems 
to be reversed, and when he votes against an ap- 
propriaiion he is called to account, and is forci-d 
to give an explanation. Such a state of things i? 
startling, ana seems to admonish us, as siron?!? 
as anything can do, of tbe necessity for dimia- 
ishing the rale of dutiea and putting an end to tr.e 
accumulation of thia eximva^nt and aurpljj 
revenue. A juat economy, Mr. President, la 
almost the greatest of public virtues; indeed, it 
may be said to include nearly all those which 
look to the material prosperity of a people a!on-. 
Nor can its moral influences be valued loo highly, 
if it causes Governments to leave undone ilic 
things that ought not to be done. But how ca i 
we hope for economy when a large surplus rvx- 
enuc aifords so many temptations to a great aifd 
an irresponsible <ypenditure? 

But the financial reasons for resorting to aome 
such meannre as this — nomcthing which will de^ 
plete the Treasury, and let loose the specie-whtch 
IS hosrded up in its vaults into the general cir- 
culation of the country, are os strong as the polit- 
ical considerations. We arc admonished by ih-^ 
Secretary of the Treasury that the Burplus of 
specie accumulated in the vaiilu of the Treas- 
ury at the end of this fiscal year will be some 
(33,000,000; and I learn thst the actual balance 
is likely to exceed what was estimated. 

By the end of the next fiscal year— and unkas 
wc act this session wo can do nothing which «ill 
prevent that surplus, without a resort to extrav- 
ngant appropriations — it is eatimated that the 
balance will be some forty millions of dollai?. 
lodeed,itprobnblywillbelargertbantlint, Wlt«n 
we come to reflect that the whole specie currency 
of tlie country, as estimated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, is only about two hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars, wc can readily imagine the 
effect of locking up twenty, thirty, or forty mil- 
lions of that specie in thraiiilts of the Treasury. 
Tw«niy years ago, before tho discovery of gold 
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in CBltTonua and AuMtrftltR, the present sam of 
money hoarded in th« Treasury would have 
nccuioned a most disastrous revulaion; and if it 
JiflB not done 30 already, ii liaa only been because 
the constant production enabled us to supply this 
deficit as it was made by tlie action of our revenue 
system. But, sir, this has been done at a great 
expense to the country. We have not only lost 
die profits on ihissurplus capital, which is hoarded 
iJIy in the vaults 01 our Trcaeury, but wo have 
ilirown on the productive iniercsis of ihe country 
the expense of buying the specie which was 
nccessacy to fill up the vacuum thus occasioned, 
and to preserve tlic general level of the specie 
currency of the country witU that of the rest of 
the world ; that is to say, these interests must be 
forced either to do that, or else the banks will 
make an efibrt to supply the vacuum by a paper 
circulation, and thus expose us to the dangers of 
another paper revulsion. 

Under these circumstances, the basinees men 
of the country have become alarmed, and I have 
received tetter after letter urgins: me to adopt, if 
I could do so coneistenlly with my principles, 
almost any scheme of adjustment which would 
dvfiiinisli tbis surplus. Although it may be pos- 
sible, I will not aay how probable, that the con- 
stant produaion ofgold may enable us to continue 
to fill up the vacuum which is thus withdrawn, 
there is a diance that we may not be able to do 
so without tlie revulsion of which we have been 
speaking. Certain it is, that ve cannot do it 
without imposing a great burden on the product- 
ive interests of Uie country; that is to say, the 
expense of buying that m^li more specie to fill 
up the vacuum thus artiilfffilly mode to preserve 
the specie level. If we do not preserve this level 
it is manifest that there must be a contraction and 
revulsion. Under such circumstances 1 have felt 
mysdf not only authorized but required to press 
on this body the consideration of some measure 
whoije object it was to diminish tliis surplus rev- 
enue, and turn loose the specie into the general 
urcuIatioD of the country. 

I know thai there is anotherremedyproposed, 
that of large an^extravagant appropriations, that 
nf turning the money loose in the shape of ap- 
propriations for various objects, or for distribu- 
tion amongst the various States; but surely I need 
not waste a moment in weighing the comparative 
merits of apian which reduces taxation, and leaves 1 
this money in the pockets of the people, which j 
dors not withdraw it unnecessarily from them, I 
and the other, which proposes lai^e, wasteful, | 
and, it may be, unnecessary expenditure. 

If, then , It be truet and I hold to be so, that there ; 
arc the strongest reasons, botli polttical and finan- 
cial , for our resorting to some measure to diminish 
the revenues from customs, to diminish the sur- 
plus which is accumulating in our Treasury, I \ 
may Hsy there never was a period when it could \ 
be done with greater safely to all those interests . 
which have been heretofore considered as pro- [ 
tccted by the operations of our revenue laws. I j 
say there has never been a period when it could 
he done with greater safety, bccnuBe it is evident 
that the rate of profit of production is rising all 
over the world, 1 affirai that rate to be risingi 
because, with the acknowledged fact before us of 
a great increase of money, tlie rate of interest is 
constantly rising all the world over, which could 
not be but for an increase in the rale of profit, ! 
which causes a demand for money greater than 
the supply, great as that is growing to l>e. We 
are living in that regard in a remarkable period | 
of the history of the world. Heretofore, in times ; 
of pence, ana urflen the productive industry of the 1 
world was active, the accumulation of commod- I 
iticB received an artificial check from the fact that , 
tho quantity of specie was constant; and soon, I 
from tlie increase ofcommoditics,thetrprice began | 
to fall, and the profits of production, too, to sink. > 
But now, the production of money, which meas- 
ures the values of all these commodities, has eone 
on pari piusu with the production of them. Tiie 
consequence has been that the rate of profit has 
not only been continued, but there is reason for 
believing that it is increasing; and if it is increas- 
ing, surety this must be a safe period atwhtch to 
make some reduction in the duties. It is safe for 
all the interests that are concerned. It is not only 
emiosBily deeintble for tha cojummert bat itia son 
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for those great branches of tHroductive industry 
which have grown up, as they suppose, under the 
shadow of protective -legislation. 

I night add, in reference to the financial view 
of the case, that if, instead of resorting to some 
such scheme as this, we continue to noard the 
specie, and if ft contraction and revulaion should 
come, tlie first force of that blov will fall on the 
country in which the vacuum is produced by its 
revenue system, and that country will be ours; 
for there is none other in which they are with- 
drawing the specie.of the Slate merely to hoard it 
idly in the vaults of the Treasury. 

If, then, it be true that there is this pressing 
necessity for reducing the revenue, and thatitcan 
be done with so little injury even to those inter- 
ests that are called the protected interests, the 
question arises, in what way is it to be done ? It 
in obvious that, in the short period of the session 
which is left to us, there ia no mode in which it 
'can be effected except to take some established 
idea in the public raind, and modify that. It 
seems by general consent to have been thought, 
and in that I concur, that the only plan of mold- 
ing a measure which may pass would be to take 
the tariff of 1846, and modify its schedules — not 
that the tariff of 1846 wae a perfect measure, ycO 
it performed a great oiBceia its day; but interests 
and investments have grown up under it, and it 
is our duty so to proceed in modifying it as to 
respect those interests, and, provided we can make 
a sensible step in the right direction, and a rea- 
eonable approach to the true policy, then to pro- 
ceed slowly and gradually so as to protect from 
sudden injury the interests which have thus 
grown up. Independently of consillerations of 
justice, tlie dictates of policy should prevent us 
from doing anything to prostrate those interests 
by a sudden blow, as their ruin would lead to a 
general commercial revulsioB, and bring disaster 
upon all. 

This question then arises, Mr. President: In 
so modifying these schedulca, what is the true 
policy to which we should direct*our efforts? I 
say tiiat the proper system to whi^ we should 
endeavor to come is a ayatcm of duties laid for 
revenue alone, and laid according to the true prin- 
ciples of taxation. If we desired to raise all the 
money that the imports would furnish according 
to this system, we should find that duty which 
would make each article yield the greatest rev- 
enue. Having ascertained those duties — if we did 
not desire to obtain all that it furnished— we should 
modify the duties ratably, so as to give us what 
we wanted; but at the same time we do this, we 
must do ititccording to the true principles of tax- 
ation, which require that we should lay the tax, 
not on production, but on consumption. That is 
a principle adopted in all countries in which titers 
is a wise system of legislation; and it is adopted 
because, if you lay tiie lax upon production, the 
people have to pay a great deal more than £ver 
goes into the Treasury; and because, when you 
lay it in that mode, you run the danger of dis- 
turbing the equilibrium of the great industrial pur- 
suits of the country, and turning some which arc 
oatunUly profitable out of their usual and accus- 
tomed olianncis-, whereas, when you lay the duty 
on tlie article when ready for consumption, the 
Grorernment gets oli thedutj , minus the expenses 
of collection. 

To illustrate, let me refer to the arsuments that 
were used during the war between England and 
France, under JVlr. Pitt's ministry, when it was 
proposed to lay an excise dutv on pig iron. It 
was opposed on the ground that it was unwise 
legislaliOQ to lay any duly on production — op- 
posed on the ground that, for the ^206,000 ster- 
ling which might thus be carried into the ircaa- 
ury, the people would have to pay ^1,000,000; 
and to show that something like this might 
happen, without pretending to answer for the 
precise accuracy of the figures, I will suppose a 
case. Suppose they had laid a duty on raw cot- 
ton: it is manifest, tliat when the spinner had 
twisted that pound of cotton, and sold it to the 
weaver, the duly would enter into the cost as an 
element of price, and upon it he would put a profit 
and interest for the capital invested in the duty. 
When -^he weaver turned it over to the printer, 
ho would put on the duty thus compoundfed with 
interest^ aaolher profit and intarwt^ and wliea ths 
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printer turned it over in the form in which it waa 
to be consumed in the use— that of printed calico 
— he would put on this a compounded interest and 
profit again, so tliat the people would have to pay 
much more tlion ever woukl reach the Treasury; 
whilst if, instead of doing that, they had laid an 
excise duty on the yard ofprioled cloth consumed, 
the Government would have received tlie vholo 
tax, minus the eicpense of coUsction. 

I have endeavored to illustrate this princtplcr 
because it bears on what L conceive to be our true 
revenue system. I say it follows, as a result of 
that principle, that in regard to all those articles 
for which there wouhl be no demand except such 
as waa made by the manufacturers themselves, 
thei-e should be no duty, and those should be free. 
Upon all articles on which, you lay a duty for 
revenue, it should be li^d only for revenue pur- 
poses. Articles for which there is no demand 
except that which the manufacturers themselves 
create, should bo free, because we should thus 
clieapcn the price to the consumer, and because, 
too. It would enable us to avoid the risk of dis- 
turbing, thrj>ush our revenue system, the natural 
equilibrium ofthe various branehcs of productive 
industry. 

But in proceeding to that great end, as I said 
before, I desire to go gradually. I desire to act 
upon a principle which is just alike to the con- 
sumer and the manufacturer; which, in short, en- 
ables the consumer to buy more cheaply boUi at 
home and abroad, because it not only diminishes 
the duty upon imports, but also lessens the cost 
of production to the domestic manufacturer. To 
diminish the cost of production by reducing tax- 
ation, is, after alt, the most legitimate protection 
which a Government can give to its home indus- 
try. While, then, I reduce the duties on those 
articles which the mass consume^ I will reduce 
pari posju the duties on those chemicals, dyestuffs, 
&c., which the manufacturer uses; so that, by 
proceeding on this process of reduction, when we 
come to the point wuere we have none butrevenue 
duties on those aiticlea consumed by the massBs, 
we shall have the raw material, (br which there is 
no demand save that produced by the manufoc- 
turer himself, free. That is the end towards 
wliich I think we should direct our cnbrts. But 
%ide]y different is this in principle from a free 
list which includes articles of general consump- 
tion and fit subjects for taxation; for, to make 
them free is to tlirow the whole weight of taxa- 
tion upon those articles w^ich come into compe- 
tition with domestic manufactui'CB, and to prevent 
those duties from ever falling to the revenue 
atandard. 

~ I do not protend to say (for it is very much the 
reverse) that the tariiT act of 1846 was anything 
like this; but it was justifiable because it was a 
great improvement on the state of things which 
It substituted. It recognized, too, llie principle 
upon which I propose to act. So I believe that 
the modification which I shall offer will be an im- 
provement on tiiat act. What is that modifica- 
tion ? I propose to reduce the one hundred per 
cent, schedule to a thirty per cent.; to reduce tho 
forty per cent., the thirty per cent., the twenty- 
five percent., and the twenty per cent, schedules 
one fourth, or nearly one fourth; thntis to say,the 
forty per cent, to thirty, the thirty to twenty- 
three, the twenty-five to nineteen, and the twenty 
to fifteen. The lower schedules, which are com- 
paratively unimportant, I propose to reduce one 

This is the whole scheme of the substitute 
which I shall olFcr, except that I make transfers 
of certain articles in order to accommddiitc the 
bill more to the principles which I have been en- 
deavoring to cnun&iate. 1 transfer some of those 
dye-stuQs which are of no use except to the man- 
ufacturer, to the fVce list, and others to tlie lowest 
schedule; so that the operation hereafter of this 
scheme, if it should be adopted, will be to ap- 
proach OS rapidly as we can to revenue duties 
upon all articles consumed by the massns, and at 
the same lime, when this is accomplished, to eive 
the manufacturer those articles free of duty wuich 
are used only by himself in the productions of 
his art. But! would approach this end, if I could, 
by steps so sure and gradual as to give no rude 
shock to any of the great interests of the country. 
I believj>jh(yi.BU bf^^mpliahed-witli 
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entite wuietf npoD the principlM which I pro- 
poae. 

Bat it wu not purpose, nor do I think it 
would be ripbt, to give to the manufacturer all 
Uiat ht deairea to Bbv« free, while you tax the 
consumer upon a long liat of articlea with duties 
above the revenue standard. I think the two 
ought to go together; and I believe Uie aubititnte 
which I offer will aeeompliflh that in a great de< 
gree. fiut how is it to operate on the great pro- 
tected interests of the country ? All those which 
have been heretofore considered as acnone the pro< 
tected intereaU are in the twenty-three per cent, 
schedule. There you find iron, sugar, hemp, the 
manu&ctares of wool, and the finer maitufactures 
of cottdn. 

Now, I aek which of these interests is it that 
need be afhud of foreign competition with such 
a protection as this ? Surely not the iron interest, 
because to the twenty-three per cent, of duty you 
are to add the expenses of freight, and commis-' 
sions, &c., which I have never seen estimated at 
less than five per cent. My excellent Mend from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Allen] assures me that it 
costs alt of that and, bethinks, something more. 
That five per cent, added to Uie twenty -three per 
cent, is twenty-eight per cent., in itself a large 
profit. In addition to that we are to remember, 
that for each ton of iron which goes by the rail- 
way, from the sea-board into the interior, fronj 
two and a half to three dollars must be added to its 
price for every one hundred miles of transporta- 
tion. 

Now is there any living, healthy interest that 
cannot stand, and stand well, under suchprotec- 
tion as this of twenty-eight per cent.? Twenty 
per cent, is a large profit; twenty per cent, on any 
kind of prodnction is alaree profit. But has not 
the iron interest come to mat point in its history 
when it can well afford to stand ondcr a for less 
duty, a far leas degree of protection ? I think it 
has. It is an admitted fact, that in point of natu- 
ral advantages in the production of iron, the Uni- 
ted Suites arc unrivaled. Of the one hundred and 
eighty-three thousand square miles of coal fields 
of the world it is computed that one hundred and 
thirty-three thousand, or nearly three fourths,are 
in the United States, having sixteen times as many 
square mileaas Great Britain and Ireland together. 
Our iron ores, too, are as rich as any on the earth. 
They rival the famous black band-atone of Scot- 
luid; and my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Brodsbad] (old me the other day with a natural 
and Just feeling of exultation that he believed 
the Pennsylvania pig iron was beginning to drive 



the quantity she has had to resort to iofe'riorores, 
and to transport the ores to the coal. 

Now when we come to reflect that the demand 
so far exceeds the supply — when we come ttfre- 
member, too, that there is no source from which 
the supply can come in any great quantittes ex- 
cept mm Great Britain and uie United States — 
for it is computed that there are only a little over 
six millioos of tons produced in Europe and 
America, of which Qreat Britain and the United 
States produce two thirds — when you come to 
remember that the advantages of cheaper c^ilal 
which the foreign producer possesses are aaily 
diminishing with the increaserd facilities of inter- 
course, and with our constant accumulations of 
wealth, how can the ironmaaterfearsnchareduc- 
tion of duty as is proposed here? It seems to me 
idle that be should do so. We know that every 
mile of railroad whieh is laid down is computed 
to take ninety-seven tons of iron to make it, and 
every mile that is made requires annually eight 
tons of iron to repair it. Upon this estimate, for 
the annual repair -of the twenty-one thousand 
miles of railroad that were computed in 1856 to 
have been made in the United States, and for the 
construction of three thousand miles of new road 
— the supposed annoal addition, there must be 
required yearly in tbis country alone about four 
hundred thousand tons of iron. The railroad con- 
sumption of iron in the residue of the world must 
be very far greater. We Icnow, too, that this de- 
mand IS constantly growing, from the increased 
use of iron, not ontyTor its accustomed purposes, 
but also from the new uses of that materiar. The 
French estimate that for every fifteen hectares of 
arable land tftere is an annual waste of fifty kilo- 
grammes of iron, and for every fifty tons of ship- 
ping built there must be used a ton of that metal; 
andin the construction of houses and also of ships 
its use is consuntly growing. In England it is 
already estimated as a cheaper material for ship- 
buiiding'than wood. They say that in the city of 
Qlasgow alone ^hey use two hundred thousand 
tons of pig iron annually in manafecturing gas 
pipes, and water pipes, and tubular bridges, and 
mattersof that sort. In short, if I had time to |p 
into the subject, I could show, I think, that it is 
inevitable that the demand for iron must increase 
faster than the production, and that this increased 
production must come mainljr from Great Britain 
and the United States, but mainly from the United 
States; for Great Britain dready begins to give 

E roofs of being overtasked in the fact of the en- 
anced cost of production which has been made 
by the recent additions to her annual make of 
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hos been heretofore considered the cheapest in 
the world. As a proof of these natural advant- 
ages, it is to be remembered that the product of 
American iron in the lant five years has doubled; 
that it now rt^aches one million of tons per annum; 
that it is within about three hundred thouaand 
tons of the product of Great Britain in the year 
1840; and that whilst this product has been in- 
ereaaing not only here, but in Great Britain, from 
two miUion two hundred thousand up to three 
million five hundred thousand tons, this great 
increase of production has been attended with 
an increase of the price — and why? Because the 
demand outgrows the supply. 

I know,sir, it has been said heretofore that the 
advantage which the Englishman had in the pro- 
duction of iron was in cheaper labor and capital. 
That difference is diminishing daily. I have seen 
it eetimated, upon reliable authority, at twenty 

eir cent. Indeed, as far back as 1840, Nicholas 
iddle, in an address which he delivered, said, 
that if you consider the efficiency of the labor 
employed in producing iron in Pennsylvania, it 
was as cheap as that employed in its production 
in Great Britain. 

But here is a great fhct that shoald relieve the 
iron-masters from all apprehension -in regard to 
this: it is, that not only has the price of iron 
increased in the face of this increaeea production, 
but it is notorious that the coat of production in 
Great Britain, since it rose from two million two 
hundred thouaand tons to three million five hun- 
dred thousand tons, has been greatly enhanced, 
whilst here I understand it is diminiahing. It has 
increased, because the demand is already tasking 
ber beyond Iter eapadtyi and in order to inerean 



ture to say, that should there come no commereial 
revulsion, no financial revulsion, in ten years from 
this time there will be no talk of a duty on iron- 
as a raw material. The manufacturere of iroii 
may, perhaps, ask for a duty on manufactured 
iron; but by that time we ought to become ex- 
perters of tne raw material. 

To show how unnecessarily sensitive these 
great interests sometimes are, I found, to me the 
strange fact, in studying the history of the iron 
interest, that at one time the ironmasters of Great ! 
Britain were very much alarmed for fear they 
should be injureo by the competition from iron 
made in Vininia ; and they actually passed a taw 
that none of the plantations should manufacture 
ironwares of any kind out of any sows, pigs, or 
bars whatsoever, under certain penalties. 

Just as idle, in my opinion, would it be for 
Pennsylvania to fear uiy injury ftom foreign com- 
petition under a far less doty than I propose. Is 
It not known that since the discovery of the hot 
blast, the anthracite iron is the cheapest in the 
world? CannotFcnnaylvaniawithstand the whole 
world in a competition of this sort; for where else 
do you find such stores of anthracite and of ore 
lying toother? In 1655 the production of an- 
tnracite iron in this country as compared with 
England was already as three hundred and sixty 
thouaand to one hundred and forty thousand tons; 
and then is every reason to hope that we shall 
exhibit a still more marksd snperiority in the 
future. 

If, then, the iron interest has no reason to fear 
the change here proposed, what other interest 
has? Is It the sugar interest? If the sugar in- 
terest cannot stand with a protecUoft of twenty- 



three percent., that twenty-three per cent, whieh 
is of itself a great profit, let them, turn their labor 
and their lands to cotton, whi^ certainly is s 
profitable purauit. Let all those whieh cannot 
do well under such a protection as this, change 
their pursuits at once, mr that of itself is evidence 
that uiey should change. The only loss would be 
that of machinery, for their lands and their labor 
are suitable to the culture of eotton , a most profit- 
able occupation. The loss even of the machinery 
Would fall lightly on them if the change of pur- 
suit were gradually made. Bat in point of fact 
I understand that the sugar interest is content 
with twenty-three percent. All those with whom 
I have conversed have told me that they wen 
content to be placed where the itther protected 
articles wexfi left. - 

What other interest is there ? Not the hemp 
nor cottons. The cottons receive the twenty- 
three per cent, and I need not dwell oo that, be- 
cause I have talked with many of the cotton men, 
and they aay they are contented. Is itthe woolen 
interest? I think I can show that, with thechaneei 
made here, tlie manufacturere of woolen Brticlei 
are in a far better position than they were under 
the old tariff. Under the tariff of 1&46, they paid 
a duty of tlurty per cent, on the raw material , and 
they received a prtftection ranging from twenty 
to twenty-five and thirty per cent, on the manu- 
factured article, I propose to reduce the protec- 
tion on the manufactured articles of woof to the 
rates of twenty-three and nineteen percent., and 
to reduce the duty on raw wool to eight per cent. 
Under the tariff of 1846, then, from the protection 
of twenty per cent., wu must deduct the thiny 
per cent, on the rawmateriaJ, supposed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to constitute one third 
of its entire value; that is to say, ten per cent, of 
the whole, so that the protecting duty was equiv- 
alent only to ten per cent. But niiaer my prop- 
osition the manufacturer of woolen receives nine- 
teen per cent., from which a deduction of one 
third of eight per cent, leaves a little more than 
sixteen per cent. The same mode of calculation 
would snow that even the thirty per cent, duty of 
1846 did not afford quite u muefa protection as 
the twenty-three per cent, duty according to my 
scheme. Sothat the sune process which benefits 
the manofaetarer cheapens the price to the con- 
sumer; the manufacturer being benefited, not 
because he sells his cloth for more, but because 
he buys his raw material for less. 

Not only this, but the woolen manufmetarer ii 
benefited bysomeother changes which I propose. 
He gets his dye-stuffs either free or at a rrauced 
rate of duty. That is worth something to hinn, 
so that he stands in a belter position than be did 
under the tariff of 1846. Who else, then , is then 
to whom I shall appeal ? Is it the grower of the 
raw material of wool, who is reduced from thirty 
to eight per cent.? I acknowledge that if 1 were 
to consult my peraonal sympathy, I have more 
sympathy for the ^wer of wool than the manu- 
facturer; but I bekeve that in making this change, 
while we benefited the manufacturer and cheapen 
the commodity, vfs shall not injure the wool- 
grower; and I will proceed briefly to give my 
reasons for this opinion. * 

It is manifest that if the wool-grower demandi 

f rotection, he admits that he cannot sell abroad, 
f he cannot sell abroad, he cannot sell at home, 
unless there be a home market; that is, unless 
the manufacturere of wool can aucceed. He de- 
pends on them for that market, where he has ad- 
vutages in supplying it. Now, it is known that 
with the thirty per cent, on the raw material, the 
finer broad cloth factories have ghne down, and 
that this rate of duty on the raw material has 
crippled and restrained the progress of the woolen 
manufacturer. There is reason to believe that by 
diminishing this duty, and allowing the manu- 
factures to go on, you will produce a siill greater 
demand for domestic wool. There is reaaon to 
believe it, because the English history ohowa it. 
When they took the duty from wool, the manu- 
fiicturera were enabled to extend their operations; 
the home demand increased, and the price with 
it. The reason is that, in order to use for certain 
purposes the qualities of wool which we montly 
produce, we have to import finer wool to mix wirh 
them. We find it profitable, too to import the 
I wools of South Amerieoy which, lhe]fesay,enalile 
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lur own to receive Uie dyet better than they j 
iroald without the odmixtare. But it is obvious ' 
list the wools which we raise for the most part . 
land in no danger of foreign competition. The | 
rool from sheep whoae carcau is valuable can | 
land the competition of that from sheep raised : 
nywhere, if tbe carcass is of no value where it is | 
used. As a proof of this ftct, we see that the ! 
hgiish-grown wool defies all competition at '■ 
ome, b^use the carcass pays the cost of pro- \ 
uction. In any countrv, where the Leiceaters, I 
le Cotswolds, and Ute Sonlhdowns are carcass- ' 
aying sheep, tb^r wool defies all competition 
ir the purposes to which it is ajiplicable. But 
lere are some uses to which this wool cannot 
s applied ; and it has been shown b v experience 
lat tne importation of the iiner wools, duty fttt, 
an auxiliary rather than an adversary to the 
roduction of the longer and coarser kinds. Gng- 
ih experience has proved this, and I believe we 
lould find a like result if we were to repeat their 
[periment; for we, too, with our railway facil- 
ies, can make the carcass valuable in almost any 
mion of the country where sheep are raised. 
uleed» I Iwlieve that on our mouDtain pastures, 
here tends are cheap, and on the western prai- 
es, we should be able to defy any competition 
•en in the finer wools; or if we ceased to raise 
e fine wool sheep, it would be only because the 
her kinds, which produce a profitable carcass, 
« still more valuable than even the merino or 
le Saxon. We should change the kind which 
as raised, not because the finer wools were less 
■ofitable than those which came from abroad, 
tt because, owing to the increase of ourpopula- 
30, and the demand for meat, the carcass-paying 
leep is more valuable. 

As a proof that this is not mere theory, I find 
e f»cts stated that in France, where heretofore 
ley have had chiefly the merino, they are already 
iginning to increase the English varieties, the 
eicester and Cotswold, in order that they may 
rail themselves of the more valuable carcass. 
' this be so. 1 say the miier of raw wool, ao tts 
om being injured, will be benefited by the change 
propose. 

Wnen you add to the eight per cent, of duty 
hich my proposition gives him, the ezpeoaes 
' proeunng and bringing the wool from abroad, 
hich I have heard varioasly estimated from five 

twenty-five per cent. — when you come to add 
vn five percent, to the eight, making thirteen 
ircent., you surely giveavaluable and substan- 
U protection, looking to the subject in that point 
' view only. The usual interest on capital is 
ily six per cent. The woot^^wer, then, is thus 
ceiving a protection of more than double the rate 
'interest which he pays upon his capital. la this 
ithing? How plainly does such a fact show 
e extravagance of the usual ideas upon the sub- 
<st of protection. 

But, air, in point of (hct, there is another rea-i 
•n which should induce him to lay aside all ap- 
ehension in regard to the price of the wool. It 

the fact that the raw material for all textile 
brics is rising rapidly, and rising everywhere, 
he demands of the manufacturer are so great 
at raw wool, silk, flax, cotton, all are rising, 
• as to afford the best prospect to the producer 
' ample prices hereafter. I believe that the 
Tect of Euch a change as that which I propose, 
general reduction of something like one fourth 

the taxes laid on the people, will be to remove 
e heavy weight which now lies on the spring 

productive industry, and to send forward all 
ir great industrial pursuits as with a bound, 
he navigator will launch more ships on the 
ican, the cotton planter will put out a larger 
vadth of his crop, the farmer will increase his 
ilds, the graxierhis herds, the manafiieturer his 
lindles — yes, sir, and even the sheep master will 
ock his pastures and his walks with larger 
leke. These great interests will grow, not at 
e expense of each other, bat with mutual sup- 
irt and sympathy. The increase of one will 
tt extend the market for another. Auxiliaries, 
id not adversaries, they will live and thrive 

f ether, 
r all this be so, the only other question which 
guests itself to us in regard to tliis matter is, 
ill the proposed scheme produce the desired 
lantityof rerenoef VponthatpoiittI am eon- 



▼ioced, from the examination I have given it, that 
the danger is, not that it will produce too little, but 
too much. The estimate or the Secretary of the 
Treasury is, that for this fiscal year we shall have 
$66,000,000 of revenue. The general reduction 
which I propose is about one fourth. I will not 
say that this is exactly accurate, but it is nearly 
BO, because the reducuon of the schedules are not 
precisely uniform ; but I shall come near enough for 
all practical and approximate purposes when I say 
that the reduction is about one fourth. When you 
come to deduct from the $66,000,000 one fourth, 
it will leave us about fbrty-nine or fifty miQions; 
but it is to be remembered that the amount of 
those duties which has heretofore been laid out 
in the shape of price in the consumption of these 
commodities, will not the less be invested in them 
when the price is lower; so that it is fair to pre- 
sume that the consumption of these articles will 
be increased by the amount of the reduction of 
the duties, and the revenue by the average rale of 
duty on them. The present average is nearly 
twenty-four per cent. ; the reduced average will be 
about eighteen per cent. We shall find, when we 
come to pat this eighteen per cent, on the amount 
saved in duties, but which will nevertheless be laid 
out in imports, that the amount of revenue will at 
least be fifty-two or fifty-three millions of dollars^ 
I have a tabular calculation on that basis for the 
year 1855, which gives less, of course, oa the re- 
ceipts of that year were less than those estimated 
for this. But I need not go into particulars. I 
give the above as the round result; and whoever 
will take the pains to make the calculation on that 
estimate will find that it is so. 

But, sir, it is obvious that when we come to 
reduce the duties, the consumption will be in- 
creased; the people yi'iW lay out not merely the 
principal, and the duties heretofore paid on those 
commodities, but something more; so that it is 
fair to assume that the revenue fh>m customs, 
under the reduction which 1 propose, will be some- 
thing more than the estimate which I have given. 
For the same period it is estimated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury that there wilt be $6,000,000 
from the public lands, making some nfly-seven 
or fifty-eignt millions of dollars; and he tells ua 
that in the last five years the average of expend- 
iture, exclusive of payments of the pubUc debt, 
has been $48,000,000; so that we see that even 
this reduction, as great as we can venture on at 
present, is more apt to produce an excessive than 
a deficient revenue. At any rate, it is as far as it 
would be safe, under present circumstances, to go. 
I believe, however, the day is not far distant when 
a mere revenue duty of nfleen per cent, on our 
imports will give us more money than we ought 
to use. 

Such, Mr. President, is the probable operation 
of the measure which I design now to propose. 
I ask a very short time further, for the purpose 
of contrasting it .with that which catbe from the 
House of Representatives. The bill whicli passed 
the Hpuse orRepresentatives did nothing but add 
to the free list. 1 1 placed amongst the free articles 
others which had last year given ua a revenue of 
a little over six millions of dollars. All, there- 
fore; that It reduced the revenue, according to the 
usual principle of calculation, was about six mil- 
lion three hundred thousand dollars, leaving, if 
Mr. Qiithrie's estimate of $66,000,000 be right, 
something like $60,000,000 to be derived from 
customs; and this, in addition to the revenue froita 
public lands, would give us $66,000,000, which is 
for too much for the economical wants of tliis 
Qovernment. 

But that is pot all : that bill does nothing for the 
consumer. On all the articles which he uses the 
duties remain as they are;the addition to the free 
list is only for the benefit of the manufacturer. 
As I said before, in the first part of my remarks, 
1 am willing to give the manufacturer the raw 
material, for which he creates the only demand, 
free, when you bring, down the other duties to 
the revenue standard. But until you do that, I 
am not willing to give the manufacturer all that 
he wants, whilst you leave high duties to be paid 
for by the consumer. I think that every modifi- 
cation should go pari passu. As we relieve the 
one, relieve Hlso the ottier, so as to create an in- 
terest in both parties for changes, when they be- 
come necsMBai>y. Tlut is the prufpipleapoo which 



I have attempted to modify the bill of 1846, in the 
substitute which I propose, but the bill of the 
House of Representatives has done nothing of that 
sort. So far as the consumer is concerned , the tariff 
weighs more heavily on him than before. There 
is nothing done except for the benefit of the manu- * 
facturer,and the duties are left to be paid mainljr 
on those arUeles which come in competition with 
the manufacturer. It is true that amendments 
have been proposed by the Committee on PinaiMse 
which improved this bill very much. They have 
proposed, in addition to the free list, fo diminish 
the duties one fifUi. I find on calculaUng the 
I revenue upon ^e principles which are visual, 
; that is, of deducting merely in proportion to the 
duties that are diminished, that the scheme, as 
amended by the committee, would make about 
; the same reduction as the modification which I 
, propose. Incomparingthe two, they stand, then, 
j thus: the modification which I propose reduces 
the dutiesonmostof the articles one fourth, while 
! this scheme, as amended by the committee, reduces 
I them one fifth. The modification that I propose 
I deals equal justice to the consumer and the manu* 
factnrer. U reduces both, and redoees them at 
, about the same pace. 

I The bill as sent from the House of Repreeeni- 
; stives proposes that whatever advantages are to 
' be derived from its operation shall be grven to the 
manufacturer alone, making his raw material free, 
I and keeping the existing rate of duties on every*' 
thing else; Uie consequence of which must be that, 
when the necessity arises again for reducing the 
, duties and changing the system, i( will be the 
interestof (dl manufacturers to combine, and resist 
any change; whilst, as long as we preserve some- 
thing like Uie principle of which I have been 
speaking, it will be the interest of the manufae- 
. ttycr, as well as 6f the consumer, to make reduc- 
. tionsandchangeswhenthereveDuesjnitem begins 
to weieh too heavily upon the country. If this 
. shoula prove to be heavy upon the one, it will 
scarcely be light upon the other. The manttfac- 
I turer will gain as much by reducing theduty upon 
I the raw material as he may suppose he loses by 
a reduction of that upon the manufbctured article. 
' Thus we may hope for something like harmony 
: of effort. Thus, too, we may hope to settle these 
questionswithoutiovokini; party influeneestoour 
aid, and without producing bitter sectional dw- 
putes. We should make this a mere question of 
, finance or revenue, and not one between classes 
' or sections of this country. Here, sir, is one of 
i the just views which, in niy opinion, ought to 
\ induce the Senate to act on this subject at once. 

Now, we can treat it as ■ mere question of rev- 
, enue; if we postpone it for another year, it may 
be that the subject will pass out of toe region or 
' finance into that of party politics; and whenever 
' it does, it will not be as well settled, nor as satis- 
; factorily,noraBsafblysettled,a8itwouldbenoT. 
: Some of those interests which may now be dis- 
posed to resist the very slight modifications which 
I are proposed — the comparatively small reductions 
! which I ask— will find that the cry for reform 
will be raised, and a feeling may be excited 
which will deed much more beavily with them 
hereafter than we propose to do now. I say this 
, not by way of threat; I say it in the woras of 
\ friendly warning; nor is my wish father to the 
, thought. Whether now or nereafler, f, tor one, 
j shall desire to deal jusdy by them all; but they 
may, by postponing action upttl it is too late, 
unul the necessity for it preuA heavily on the 
whole community, excite such feelings that we 
shall not be able to legislate wisely, temperately, 
Orwell. I hope, therefore, that the Senate will 
be willing to come to some conclusion to-day on 
this subject, and say whether they will act upon 
it or not; or if they will not act upon the subject, 
let us know it at some time during the morning 
or evening, that we may turn oar attention to the - 
appropriation bills, which require whatever time 
we may have to snore. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, I will only ssy 
of the substitute which I present, that every 
change which it proposes tends to cheapen to the 
consumer the price of whatever he uses, and that 
at the same time it offers a compensation to the 
manufacturer, by enabling him^tQ diminish the 
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the iron trade are to b« foui>d in " Scrivenor on 
the Iron Trade," and " A Lecture delivered by 
Abmm S. Hewitt, before the Staliaticai Society 
of tlie University of New York." 

Mr. BRODHEAD obtained the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to auggeat whether it 
would not be a better mode of proceeding to vote 
upon the amendments proposed by the Commit- 
tee OD Finance. ha\ uie aenae or the Senate be 
taken upon thoae amendmenta to the Houae bill. 
Let UB reject tbem, or adopt tbera, aa tlie senae 
of the Senate may be, and then any amirndnicnts 
will be in order to the House bill before the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Virginia can be re- 
ceived. It atrikea me that we may obtain the 
aense of the Senate by taking the vole on these 
propositions, and then, if there should be much 
diversity of sentiment, the general debate on the 
whole subject can go on. 

Mr. QWIN. I think the test question ought 
to be on the aubatitute of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. Let the firat vote be on that as a teat 
question. 

Tlie PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wkli-kr 
in the chair.) Tlie first question ia on the amend- 
ments reported by the committee. 

Mr. CaWIN. Can you not propose a aubsti- 
■tuie? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Bv unanimous 
consent, but not otherwise, until tiicao amend- 
ments ue disposed of. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, in moat of 
the views of the distinguiahfid Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Uuntbr] I concur. We differ as to 
the result which will accrue from the premises. I 
kjiowhow diflicultitia to make tnrilTtuid revenue 
laws in this country. It is very dirlicolt to make 
any revenue law which will stand against the 
waya of Providence, and lUe ways of commen^ 
and trade. It ia most dilKcult now, in view or 
oar Pacific poaaeaaions, to make a revenue policy 
which will answer for our Atlantic and Pacific 
borders. A revenue law and |)oUcy which would 
answer for the Aiiaiitic mi^bt not do, and I be- 
lieve hereafter will be found not to answer, for 
our possessions and future States on the Pacific. 
That ia a great question that I wish at this time 
only to allude to. Wc arc informed upon good 
autnority that mountains make enemies of peo- 
ple who otherwise would be friends. 

The publicmind heretofore haa not been turned 
to this great queation of finance and revenue now 
before iTie Senate. For the luRt two or tliree years 
the people have been excited, and we have been 
diacuwiiig mooted qucsuons of constitutional law 
respecting the guvernmentuf the Territories. We 
liavo overlooked evils at home, and gazed with 
throbbing commiseration upon imaginary evils 
Uiousouda of milea ofT. It seema that nations, as 
well oa individuala, are more troubled about im- 
oginary than ival evils. Tlio great questions of 
agriculture, commerce, manufuctures, and navi- 
gation, tlie four great pillars upon which reats the 

firosperity of this country, have becncntirclyover- 
Doked and forgotten; and now, sir, at the closing 
lioura of this session of this Congress, with 
twenty millions of money yet to be appropriated 
to earry on the Government, we ore called upon 
in one single day to dispose of this great question. 

At the opening of this Congress in December, 
185t>> tlie*Secreutry of the Treasury called the 
attention of Congress and the country to the ac- 
cumulations of the revenue in the vaults of the 
Sub-Treasury, ^he House of Uepreecnta lives 
Buffered the long ecssion to pass by — it suffered 
thegreaterpartoftheahortBesaionto paaaby,Bnd 
now we have thia great scheme Iwfora us. Some 
of the ofHnious advunccd by the distinguished 
Senator from Virginia commend thcmaclvea to 
my favorable consideration. 

Here permit me to say, itt, the outset, as ho has 
alluded to the State from whence 1 come, that the 
great interests nf Pennaylvania asked no other 
protection than that which is conceded to the great 
interests of other Slates. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia pointed 
to the evil conaequenees of the accumulation of 
the coiiiB^ of the country in the Sub-Treasury. 
I admit the evila to which lie referred. I know 
that by accumulating the specie of the country in 
the Sub-Treasury you lessen Uie productive power 
of the coontryi you wiUtdmw from the channels 



of commerce and trade so much of the circulating 
medium. 1 know that the circulating medium of 
the country is the lifeblood of the body^poUtic 
But, sir, there is another view of that question 
which he did not suggest, and it is this: turn 
loose these {^,000,000 now in the Sub-Treasury, 
and you only superadd so much to the specula- 
tive mania in the country. The Sub-Treaaury 
operates as a restraining influence. We have too 
much ateam on in thia country; we go too fa8t> 
and hence the beneficial influence of the Sub- 
Treasury. I do not look with the same appre- 
hension upon the accumulaliona of specie in the 
Treaaury, to await the demands of the Govern- 
ment in case of a commercial revulsion, which 
my honorable friend from Virginia does. 

Sir, the greatquesiion now before the Senate is 
how to lessen the revenues in the Sub'Treasury. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, in his report, 
advances the great idea in the bill aa it comes to 
us from the Uousc of Representatives! and what 
is that? It is free trade in the raw material; and 
in that view I concur with him. By adopting 
this bill of the House of Representatives without 
amendment, we reduce the revenue $li,(10(J,OUU; 
we adopt the idea of Sir Robert Peel, to lay down 
the raw material not produced in thia country 
I before the artisan and the mechanic. 
I But how else does the Senator from Virginia 
' propose to reduce the revenue? By reducing the 
duty on the thirty per cent, schedule to twenty- 
three. A maiortty of the Committee on Finance 
' propose to reduce itto twenty-four or twenty-five 
I per cent. So far from that reducing the revenue, 
I I atlirm before the Senate it will increase it; and 
, on that point 1 beg leave to cite the authority of 
' the Secretory of the Treasury. He aaya in hia 
report: 

" tVhilst it is ioipoRsihlc to adopt say hnrizontal scale or i ! 
dutioMgor even anysrbitmry innximuui, cxjierwiicc pmveit, || 
ihnt, as a guncml nilo, twenty iwr cent ui vatanm will ' 
yield ilie largest revenue." [j 

So that the substitute of the Senator from Vir- \ \ 
ginia fixes the rate of duty at a point which will i 
produce the most revenue. That is the point of , 
my argument, and that is tho position which I |l 
taKc against his project. i ' 

I propose to reduce the revenue in two ways; , 
by increasing the free list, adopting the idea of ■ 
the Secretary of the Treasury. What has been i ' 
the consequence of the other policy of taxing the 1 1 
raw material ? Our shipping is driven out of the i j 
South American ports; it is driven out of Mexico; I j 
out of China; out of Africa; and why? These . 
are tlic countries from whence we derive many 
articles of raw material for our manufacturers. 
We cannot compete with Great Britain in those 
markets, because the article is taxed here as aoon . 
as we bring it to our ahoreti; and when it goca to 
Great Britain, it ia unLixcd and unburdened. . 
Hence they c^n pay more lor it than we con; and 
our shipping anil iiiivi^ntiri!; interest bus grcutly i 
declined, and cunscquenily all the iuiercstu nf this 
country, because commerce ia but an cxohaoige [ 
of cnmmoditiea. ; 

The honorable Senator from Virginia says, 
that by reducing the duly on sugarand iron, and 
the tuj^tile fabrics, from thirty to twenty-three per 
cent., you reduce the revenue. I alTirm, on the 
authority of the SecrRtary of the Treasury, upon 
the experience of that Department, thai it will 
increase it. How will it operate on the con- 
sumer ? He alarms that, notwithstanding the in- i 
creased product nf iron, the price increases. On , 
that question of fact 1 take issue with him. Nom- | 
inally, the price of iron might be aa high now as i 
it was a few years ago ; but how do^s 1 1 compare 
I with oUicr articles ? Ithns not risen in propor- 
tion. The ironmastera of Pennsylvania have 
reduced the revenue $3,OU1I,00(J within the last . 
thi-ee years, and the record slinwH it. How, you 
ask tne? Why, sir, within the Inst five years, ; 
they have doubled tb« proJucl — from five hundred \ 
thousand tons they have put it up to a million of 
tons; from oyer tliiriy or forty tlioustind tons of 
railroad iron, they have produced one hundred | 
and sixty thousand tons^ to come in comiwtition 
with the fore^n article. Suppose you nad de- ! 

tended on the foreign market, what would have 
ecntheresuU? An increasedprtce,an increased I 
revenue. The Engliah iron market, when prosacd , 
upon* ia always high. i 



We must detd with this subject in ir^^- 
way. You can pass no bill here except Lv' ' 
sent. I am forcompn>mise,andwilla»p^'; ' 
reasonable bill whicli will reduce the n'tfi,:^ 

Sou muet recollect that diere ia the \C„ , 
eprcsentatives to deal with; aod thescbtnir 
the honorable Senator from Virginit mn « 
most decided negative in that body. IU,<i> - 
much the scheote introduced by hii coliu!> 
that body, [Mr. Lbtchu.] On the quff.: 
adopting it, ihefote stood 74 to Hi. Or . 
which passed the Houae of ReprcwBHum 
is now before the Senate, the vou iiomI ]; 
Si. It will be found, by onnlyBiii of tl,::; 
that it waa not sectional. TheeosiemSia'H; 
unanimous for it; the vote of Ne» Vorku'- 
to 7; New Jersey and Pennsylvania v^r^-A . 
mous for it; Delaware waa for it; Maryiu^', . 
it, and 1 against it; Virginia Bgainsi - 
Caroliaa,2 to 4; South Cardina^asiiui^ .' 
gia, 1 for and 1 against it; Al^Mioa, Ifjt- 
agninatit; Missouri, Iforand 4 a^astn.^ ' 
igan,2for it to 3 against it; Ohio, 9 run. 
II against it; Kentucky, 4 for it and S it^.;^ 
so that it will be impossible, I takeit,iti \Un 
ent condition of the Houae of ReprtatrBbai ^ 
go back there with the scheme of ibe - . 
Senator from Virginia. ThequcBtioB,t!m<, i 
down to this: you must either ukc tin- L^ 
comes from the House of RepTeseniaut'-.;; 
the two slight amendments of theComk.. • 
Finance respecting linseed andzine-v. 
immaterial, 1 admitj and amendmeDU i^<. 
agree tO) and to which the House of Ri-pr^- 
ativea cannot object — or you must bm n. : 
all, and obtain no reduction of tbc rtmit. 

1 knowmnny gentlemen on thisfloorii,'-,-- 
whcre who are for liberal appropriai;ni'<: ■ 
taxation. They tell you that thcv vill rij/ ' . 
dutiesi that they are forjrce trade; ibv nr 
tax on coffee or tea; no tax on iron; i»<:r 
sugar or on woolen goods, WIkikx, ,.t 
you gel your revcouea ? On these wii:!-!,.!-' < 
tea and coffee, most of our revenue lui.tu;vr 
lected. 

Tho honorable Senator alluded tait'JW' 
stance that if this subject went overitlFr t. ' 
be a hucand cry raisea,andcoDibiini»c*.. i 
the great intereata of iron, sugar, and vm v 
President, what will they do with ilicsi' ■ 
suppose these great intercats are so fiti.> . i 
country that tlicy cannot t^eciiRiirtMi>. ''i 
If they are to goopou the free list, iifiim»i t:| 

fel your revenue to carry on thiaGour-- 
lo you go ofTon a horizontal scale ot'dut -. 
include these articles now oo thf-free u *> 
we do not produce in this country; Ss:.' - 
icy aa that would be violative ef lb i ■' 
principles and tbo best rules of policv,u:: • ■ 
mHia a wound on, if it would notOHiuT-y 
of the great interests of the country. 

When the act of 1846 was pnsEeil,vt * 
that stability waa better for tbc hOi ' A 
than a fluctuating policy. 1 admit tbtiii.: '' 
can bo no atabjiity in the revenue ln>''' ' 
country. No tariff law can be made * . ■ 
stand against the waya of ProvideuKLh 
course of commerce and trade. TiicKi ' ■ 
would not have been worth thepapff"!"-; > 
it waa written, but for the famine in Cu'' ; - 
the discovery of gold in California. ! 
have been chongedlong ago but for linsst-" -j 
stances. How do we know what is to - ' I 
next year, and what new discoveries arej"'' 
I am for the biil as it came from ili« H ' 
Repreacntativca, aa a choice of evils, i - -' 
of the best of us arc spent in chomii^i''- 
evila. We cannot have every billoBt^'"'- 
Wemusttakc this bill or none at all. - 
much all agree — even the honorobli'Scii'; : , 
Virginia cornea very near lo ii, to ibe In ■■■ j 
it cornea ftom tho House of Reprrf w-' ; 
The onlyqucBtioo ia, wtieiljcr we 3hui.U '' 
add nnythuig to it. Thai reJucea m 
^.(i ,000,000. The honorable Senuiof ' ' 
ginia proposes on many articles includci." •■ 
free list, which produces |&,000,OUO, t» ' 
duty of eight per ccnL, a merely noauBit -;- -' 
that the policy of a free list it admiiw ! ^ 
Committee on Finance of Ae ' 
Houae of RBB<^nCative«,aiiikl)yt»i«f-' 
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Here permit me to Bay, sir, that I "believe the 
theories and the policy announced by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in his report, will remain 
monuments to his fiime when the free trade and 
protective theories will bo foi^tten oreompar- 
Btively unknown. The Secretary of the Treasury 
18 a practical and sensible, as urell as honest, 
man. If the House of Represenuitivcfl and the 
country had tiinied thetr attention to these great 
questions, to which he invited it, instead of ^oing 
otT and discussing abstract dogmas of fanaticism 
opon the subject of Bl«Tery, we should have been 
much better olT. 

Tliese arc the reasone, Mr. President, briefly 
Itated — I might enlarge upon them, but I know 
how prpcioua tim« is — for preferring the bill as 
it camn from the House of Representatives to the 
icheme of the honorable Senator from Vii^inia. 
riiia may go to a committee of conference, a)id 
what then? As I said before, nothing can be 
agreed lo now, except by compromise and con- 
;esi>ion. We must therefore lake this bill with 
the redaction which wc are certain it will bring. 
It will certainly reduce the revenue over six mil- 
lions of dollars; and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House of Rep- 
resentatives says that incidentally it will reduce 
the revenue much more. We shall adopt the 
policy, by this bill, of introducing free trade in 
the raw maierial, and thus supply our artisans 
and manuracturem in. a way to enable tbem to 
compete with those of Europe at remunerative! 
prices. 

Allusion is constantly made, Mr. President, to 
Pennsylvania — to the iron interest of Pennsylva- 
nia, as if it were to be an exception. We are 
referred to in a taunting way on this question, 
tnd bv gentlemen, too, from different sections of 
;his Cnion who have recently received* twenty 
millions of acres of public lands to aid in the con- 
itruction of railroads. The old Commonwealth 
which I have the honor, in part, to repre)ient,>iB 
noderale in pretense, but ia generally consider- 
ibly in demand, especially alx>at election times. 
Ho sooner was the reeenlelsction concluded, and 
ve came here, than we were met by a proposal 
x) put railroad iron on tho free list, whilst sugar 
ind other articles were lo be left on the thirty per 
sent, schedule. This is class l^slation, and it 
»me from quarters of the country which have 
recently received, aa I just now stated, some 
:wenty niillions of acres of public lands, according 
M the report of the Commissioner of the Genercd 
Land Omcc, which I have on my table. 

We ask for no special legislation in behalf of 
tny great interest in Pennsylvania, other than 
:hat which is accorded to other interests, and 
;hat which is for the good of the whole coun- 
ry. I say that it is sound policy, as welt as true 
luty,.to make free trade in the raw materials 
vhich we do not produee* and on which our arti- 
uns and mauufaeturers desire to employ their 
abor. Any other policy transgresses the wisest 
■ules on this subject. W-hat gives lo Great Brit- 
lin commercial supremacy now? It is that very 
dea which was advanced by Sir Robert Peel, of 
lermitting the raw material to come free of duty, 
md that ia the great principld^w under consid- 
srnlion by the bill from the House of Reprosent- 
nivca. Under the free list of the act of 1846, 
J50,000,000 worth of goods are annually im- 
}orted. Now, we propose to enlarge this free 
ist, and the duties heretofore collected on those 
irticlcs, which have been $6,000,000. That, in 
nny opinion, will permit the great interests of the 
country to stand; it will increase the tabor of the 
country; it will retain coin in this country; it will 
reduce the rcvepues of the country, and we thus 
achieve three great objects. 

I agree with the suggestion of the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, that we first take the vote 
upon the amendments proposed to the body of 
iIh! bill na it comes from the Houae. The two 
first amendments are very slight. We all agree 
M those. One ii in respect to Unseed, and the 
other zinc. It iniroducee linseed and strikes out 
Einc from the free list, putUng it under the fifteen 
per cent, schedule; ana then the question will be 
upon thcsubstitateof the honorable Senatorfrom 
Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, {Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The question before the Smate is 



on agreeing to the first amendment proposed by 
the Commtttne on Finance, in line One hundred 
and sixty-eight, after *' lime juice" to insert " iia- 
seed." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The second amendment of the committee was 
to strike out, in lines three hundred and three 
htindrud and one, tlie words ** zinc or spelter in 
sheets or boxes; zinc, when old and fit only to be 
remanufactured." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert after the first section of the bill: 

Sec. 2. Jl nit be it further enacltd, TImt all articles enu- 
innrai<^(] in pcliodiilus A iiiJ Biin Hip arH>r30lH July, 1M6, 
reducin; tite duty oh imports, slittll, nii ni)J allnr the lai of 
July, Iti57, pay ad ralorem diitie.B ol'tliirty per centum ; md 
tliat all articles pniimetnted in f^dieiluliin t', D, E, F,G, and 
11, of said acl, ci\c.h rc^KpccCivi'ly, tilinll pay a duty ol one 
Iltth letu* than itic men now iini)n!iod by said act, with the 
eiceptlons otherwise provided iu iIiim act. 

Mr. WILSON. I wove to strike out all after 
the words "per centum" in the fifth line of that 
amendment. The words I wish to strike out are; 

" And tlint all articlcH ciiumeraifd in sclii-duli^s C, D, E, 
P, G,Bn(I H, or iinid act, each re^pfclivcly, Hliall pny a 
duty of one tittli than tlie riieti now iini»at4''d by said 
Bcl, with the exceptioos otherwise provided for In lUid 
act." 

In my opinion, a reduction of twenty per cent, 
of the duty on all the articles included in these 
several schedules will, instead of reducing, raise 
the revenue, by increasing heavily the importa- 
tions into the country. 

Mr. BIGLER. The propositions are divisible, 
and I suggest that the vote be taken firston sched- 
ules A and B, which will arrive at the same pur- 
pose which the Senator wishps, without a second 
vote on schedules C, D, E, F, Q, and H. Let 
the first question be on agreeing to the modifica- 
tion of the schedules A and B, the first from oho 
hundred per cent., and the second from forty to 
thirty per cent. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 am certainly in favor, either 
in this form or some other, of reducing schedule 
A of one hundred per cent., and schedule B of 
forty percent. I am therefore in favor of the first 
portion of this amendment proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance. That portion is: 

" That all articles enumerated in schedulea A and B, In 
the act of 30lh nf July, 1S46, reducing tlicdutyonimportii, 
and for other putpoMM, ahalf on and after tho Ist day of 
July, 1827, pay cd valoretti duiien of thiny per centum." 

This will reduce the revenue more than two 
millions of dollars; I think two ahd a half mil- 
lions of dollars, at least. I wish to have this 
proposition, which comes fVom the Committee on 
Finance as a whole, so divided, at any rate, that 
this portion of it may stand cither in this bill, or 
in a new bill, or in the other amendmet^ts. I am 
in favor of that portion of it; but tlie portion re- 
ducing the other schedu^>8 — C, D, E, F, O, and 
H — one fifth, I am opposed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to know of the Senator 
from Virginia what this amendment is ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Tho Committee on Finance 
made certain amendments on which wc are now 
voting. I j?ave notice that when it was in order 
I should otter a substitute. 

Mr. HALE. What I want to know is^ifitis 
a substitute for the bill? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Iwill explain to the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. A majority of the 
Committee on Finance — I did not agree to it my- 
self — agreed to add this section to the bill as it 
comes from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HALE. 1 have an amendmontto propose 
to the original bill, and I do not wish to be pre- 
cluded from offering it. 

The PRESIDING OPPIOER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Committee on Pi-, 
nance. • 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is a very important 
amendment, and I must call for the yeas and nays 
upon it. I am opposed to that section. 

The yeeu and nays were ordered. 



I Mr. COLLAMER. The latter portion of 

, this mnendment involves a question of deep im- 
portance to my constituency; and if it be persisted 
in I feel it my duty to speak upon it. I had made 

' some little preparation and gathered some mate- 
rials to enable me to speak on this sabjeet; but 

' really I could not bring myself to believe that th« 
suggestion made yesterday by the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hitntxr,] that thi) Senate of the 
United States would actually take up and agree 
to remodel and reconstruct from its substratum 
the financial system of the United States in six 
hours, would be carried out. That all those ar- 
rangements which have been the work of years, 
and have grown gradually out of much examin- 
ation and much ex])erience, bearing on aii tho 
interests of the community, modeling and shaping 
all its pecuniary concerns, and affecting all its 
worldly prosperity, should actually undergo re- 
vision in the Senate of the United States in the 
space of a few hours, seemed to me impossible. 
We are told that the emergency was so great, 
and the demand upon tis so potent, that it mvat 
be done and done immediately. As we under- 
stand from the gentleman at the head of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, the Senator from Virginia, he 
expects it to be done to-day — not that he thinks 
justice can be done to it in a day, but because 
the condition of the country and of our business 
demands it. 1 did not really suppose that gen- 
tlemen seriously expected this subject to be coti- 
eidel'ed and decided to-day. I have waited with 
the hope of being able to hear more at Urge the 
reasons for that course of action, in order that I 
might possess myself of the grounds upon which 
this dAnand is made, and might have time to 
gather into better form the materials which 1 have 

Erepared in order to- address the Senate. Aa« 
owever, nobody seems disposed to speak upon 
the qiiestion, 1 shall proceed now, though unpre- 
pared, to make some remarks in relation to it, 
trusting that other gentlemen will in due lime 
think proper lo do more justice to the subject 
than I am now able to do. . 

In the first place I have something to say as to 
the condition and exigencies ,of the times which 
make this demand unon us. I cannot but say 
that I have thought I iiave seen, especially withic 
a few days past, attempts to get up a sort of 
panic in tne country, lo operate upon Congress. 
Especially fVom our cities there seems to be an 
artiiictal cry of panic raised. What is the trouble? 
One part of it, and the only one presented with 
much force by the Senator from Virginia, con- 
sists in tho fact that we have a plethora of money 
in our Sub-Treasury. What has produced that? 
It was well understood and fully predicted, when 
the Sub- Treasury system was established, that, 
of course, whenever you hud any eonstdiirable 
quantity of money on hand sequestered from the 
uses 01 society, it would produce trouble. That 
was n better founded prediction, with the amount 
of money we then had in the country, than it is 
now. I do not propose to multiply words on 
this point. Everybody knows that what is now 
complained of is the effect of the Sub-Treosury 
system. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House insisted that it was a blessing. Occasion- 
ally you will have some evils with every blessing. 



Most of the gentlemen who have spo^n on the 
subject wcrt among those who ongimilly con- 
sidered the Sub-Treasury a great blessing; but I 



feci no disposition to reproach them for this evil, 
or to make an attack on their system, though 
everybody saw that this wouliJ be the effect. I 
havenodisposition now to laugh at their calamity, 
or mock when their fl-or cometh. I merely say 
that it was all foreseen and understood. 

But, Mr. President, I am not at all satisfied 
that there is such mighty tronble on that account. 
I have two reasons for thinking so. In the first 
placa, the amount of goKI ii^ use in tho commer- 
cial world has been rapidly accumulating within 
the lost five or six years, and is now ndvaiiring 
at the same degree ot progress, so as to be making 
a disturbance in the exchanges and the reiaiivo 
value of property and labor. The millions of 
gold added to the circulating medium of tho com- 
mercial world from Calilbntin luid fnini Austra- 
lia, are making too rapid a cliiinge ir> the cutidi- 
tion of society,-and it may, perhaps, be reinin^d 
oaawboteioiPASteag 
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Senate. 



UP this placff, called tlie Sub-Treaaury, to take 
care of some ofthia money for awhile, until you 
can have ii introduced a lilUe more gradually into 
the circulation of aociety, ao that it may produce 
no midiJen convulsion. 

1 have another reason for the opinion which I 
expreaa aa to theeffectof the money in the Treas- 
ury. I believe the commercial men of the Uni- 
ted States understand what is to be the effect of 
leaving twenty or forty fnillions of dollars in the 
Treasury, in «ffct» sequestered fVoDi public use, 
when there are aome two hundred millionaof cir- 
culating medium in the country, as it is said. IT 
that is groing to produce any distress in the 
money market, the merchants know whether it is 
prudent to continue their orders for importations. 
They can foresee this, and prepare against the 
day of evil mach better than we can here,guided 
by the little degree of intelligence we possess on 
cnniiiKTcial sutijbcts. 

For these reasons I tun not so much alarmed 
about the «ffeet of the money in the Treasury, 
f believe there is more in the first argument of 
the Senator fVom Virginia, that it is apt to become 
• corruption fund, than in anythingelse. Hesaid 
tJiai a quantity of surplus money In anj Treas- 
ury has a tendency Lo beget a degree or extrav- 
agance in the Government, and perhaps leads 
to corrtiption. There is more in that argument 
than in any other; but I am hardly prepared to 
think we are yetready to acknowledge that we are 
in so much danger of being misled , that we must 
put this money out of the way for fear it will 
dirty our own nngen. 

I nave a word now to say as to the manner of 
making this demand for an immediate reduction 
of the r>'venue. How any particular fixed amount 
of specific duty, and especinlly how any partic- 
ular amount'of od voiorem duty, will affect the 
revenue is always an exceedingly complicated 
problem — a promem not easy of solution, and 
especially by men who have not a large measure 
of practical experience on thnt point. You may 
have this ypar the same amount of ad voitrmnduty 
aa last year, and you may import the very some 
quantity of an article subject to that duly, and 
yet you may have a great increase of your rev- 
enue. You may have the same nite of duty, and 
the same amount of importationH, and yet have 
a very great diminution of revenue. You may, 
if you reduce the duty, very much increase the 
importations, so as to overcome the reduction of 
duty,and actually increase the revenue. You mav 
increase the duty, and yet, by so doing, diminisu 
the revenue. These three problems, which are 
involved in the solution of every question of this 
kind , make the proposition always an exceedingly 
complicated one. If you have twenty-five per 
cent, duty, forinstance,on an article, and last year 
the quantity of that article imported yielded you 
a given amount of revenue* say half a million of 
dollars, you may the next year, with the same 
duty, import precisely the same quantity, and yet 
double your revenue. The reason of that is, 
because the price of the article is doubled in the 
market where yon bought it. The asticle which 
to-day costs a dollar per hundred at the place 
of exportation, may next year coat two dollars a 
hundred; and thus you may introduce the same 
amount^ hundreds, and keep your ad valorem 
duty precisely as it was, and y^ double the 
amount of your income4 Again, iryou increase 
theduty and import the sameqttantiiy, vou would 
increase the revenue probably; but that would 
dej<endupon the fact whether or not the price re- 
mained tne same . So vice vena, if vou reduce the 
percentage, you may, and ordinarily will, by that 
very reduction increase the importations. You 
might reduce the dtuy and double or treble the 
importations, and after all reduce the revenue, 
.because it depends on the price of the articles. 

This complication of elements which ent^into 
every proposition of this kind, in the nature of 
tbinga render it impossible foranyjnan to fora* 
tell uie effect of a change in the revenue laws. I 
say any man — I mean such men as mvself and 
those who ordinarily occupy places in this body. 
To ascertain with any reasonable probability the 
chances of the result of such a measure, you must 
go to some practiced and experienced man in the 

Su-ticular branches of commerce eonoerned. The 
ritish Fariiament never ebanfs their system of 



duties until they have had a commission of prac- 
ticed and experienced men to eive them all the 
information they can obtain. They do not go on 
in a sudden whim, after three or four hours^con- 
sidr^ration, to decide on a change of the rate of 
duties — a cliange which may, and perhaps will, 
ruin a large portion of the men in the community 
engaged lo some particular branches of business. 
It is exceedingly difficult to do Uiese things pru- 
dently, even luterthe most minute examination 
by inexperienced men. 

In the next place, Mr. President, the manner 
of raising revenue by ad valorem duties in itsekf 
complicates the subject. Formerly, *hen you 
talked about the balance of trade between nations, 
you could find that balance of trade by showing 
their exports and their imports. That was one 
important element in the science of knowledge 
on this subject. By laying our ad tfa/(>r«mduti^, 
however, on the price of the article at the place 
where it is exported, we can find in our custom- 
house no guicie at all as to the balance of trade. 
I have heard it said, and 1 find it stated in the 
last report of the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
the balan(^ of trade ia in our favor; because we 
export more than we import. Nothing can be 
more fallacious than that. It furnishes no gufde 
at all, because the values put on the articles are 
estimated alnx)ekd as to the imports, and at home 
as to the exports; and the earnings of voyages, 
and the pronts of commerce on the imports, are 
not included in the calculation. Let me give an 
instance: A man sends off a cargo of flour, the 

{trice of which here, we will suppose, is ilOO,000; 
le ships it lo Europe. Suppose he selw it there 
for enough to pay tne freignt and the duties, and 
give him twenty percent.— say |120,000. Then, 
he lays out these (130,000 in goods abroad, and 
ianports them here. Now look at our custom- 
house books, and see how that transaction stands. 
It is thus: we export |100/MI0, and we imporl 
11120,000; therefore, the balance against us is 
$20,000. That is the way the books would show 
the transaction; though the fact really was that 



the man made |SO,000 instead of losing it — only 
a small dilTercnce of (10,000 in 1100,000! 1 
give this illustration to show that the fact of our 



exports overreaching our imports furnishes no 
ground to suspect that the balance of trade is in 
our favor; for the plain reason, as I said before, 
that the custom-house calculations do not take 
into account the profits of the voyage, and the 
work and labttr of the shipper. If all duties were 
laid on the value of the articles at the port of im- 
portation, and your calculations were on the basis 
of the value a( that place of what you exported, 
and the value at the same place of what you 
imported, we should be able to ascertain ex- 
actly how the balance stood. In fact, ad vaUrrem 
duties can never yield giuch security, by way of 
protection, to any American industry. It is not in 
the nature of things that they can. The duties 
should be specific; and they are specific through- 
out almost nil Europe. Suppose there is a Uiirty 
per cent, duly on a foreign article, which is also 
produced at home. That thirty per cent, duty 
operates in aome measure as an incidental pro- 
tection to the American producer; but when the 
article is at a low price in the market, which is 
the time when the American producer requires 
protection, that is the very time the duty comes 
down. Thirty per cent, on a small price would 
be very little; wnen the price is high the thirty 
per cent, would be a large pMtection. When the 
price is high abroad the American producer does 
not need any such protection; but at the very 
time he needs protection the ad valorem duty takes 
it from him. It Is very much like the negro's 
complaint about the moon, which he said was of 
very little use, for it never shone at all except 
on very light nights, when it was not wanted. 
[Laughter.] 

The amendment more immediately before us 
proposes, in the latter Mrt, to reduce the duties 
on several schedules. The first part of it pro- 
poses to reduce the one hundred and the forty 

fer cent, schedules to thirty per cent. The one 
undred per cent, schedule isvomposed entirely 
of spirits. Then it proposes that all the other 
schedules shall be reduced one fifth, which would 
redues the duty on wotd, iron, and sugar^from 
diirty to twtmf-iowx per cent. What is the 



object of that? To reduce the revenue, we are told. 
Will any gendeman stand here and tell me that 
he can satisfy a rational mind — satisfy kin own 
mind — that such a reduction will reduce the rev- 
enue i I ask the Senatorfhtm Viicinia whether he 
believes that the reduction of duty from thirty 
to twenty-four, or twenty-one per cent., as he pro- 
poses, will reduce the amount of the revenue.' 

Mr. HUNTER. In relation to that I aaid that 
1 had calculated as such things arc generally cal- 
culated, by supposing that the reduction of rev- 
enue would be in proportion to the reduction of 
the duty; but at the same time I admitted that the 
consumption would be greater, and therefore the 
revenue would probably not be decreased as mndi 
as the decrease of the rate of duty. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I do not know how broad 
nuy be the gentleman's examination; but does 
he suppose that reducing the duty from thirty lo 
twenty-four per cent, will reduce the revenue : 

Mr. HUNTER. For the first year or two, I 
believe it will. - 

Mr. COLLAMER. I capnot conceiTc on 
what elements such a supposition is made. If 
Tou lake six per cent, ftum a thirty per cent duty, 
IS it not a direct encouragement to importaUDo: 
Has it not a direct tendency to the reouction of 
the price of the foreign arucle to the consumer ^ 
Is it not one of those moderate reduction* which 
encourage men to imptirtations f I know (bat 
when you make a very great reduction, that may 
mot be the effect to so great an extent. You pro- 
pose to reduce the duty on spirits from one hon- 
drcd to thirty per cent. I saonld be very much 
inclined to the opinion that so great a redBction 
as that would not probably increase the import- 
ations so mucli aa to overcome the difference io 
the duties, and moke the revenue from these arti- 
cles wifht it was before; but when you lower the 
scale a little, the mote uncertain becomes the 
effect of the duty. By and by it may have no 
effect at all, or it may operate directly the reverse 
of what you suppose. Take, for instanee, the 
duty on iron, sugar, wool, and a variety of arti- 
cles in schedule C, at thirty per cent. If yon 
reduce them to twenty-four per vent., it is one 
of those moderate reductions which has a direct 
tendency to increase importation^, and increase 
the consumption of the foreign article. I am 
satisfied that no man's opinion is entitled to any 
degree of confidence on this point, unless it be 
a practiced ironmaster, or an extensive importer 
and dealer in iron, who has had large experience 
on this subject. I say it is not a general rvie 
that the reduction of duties reduces the revenue. 
It quite as often happens that it inereasea the rev- 
enue. It is as true now as it was when declared 
by Mr. Pitt, that in the arithmetic of the cus- 
toms two and two do not make four. The chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance goea pn the 
ground that a reduction of duties, as a ecneral 
rule, would have the efpict of reducing the rev- 
enue. I deny it as a eeneral rule. I do not say 
that 1 believe it would increase the revenue, be- 
cause I have alreadv stated that my opinion is 
worth nothing on that poinL I do not mean, 
■however, to undervalue my own opinion as 
against that of n# brother SenatoiBi but 1 speak 
of it as comfmrea with the opinion of a man of . 

f>ractical experience and t^iservation on aubjects 
ike thia. 

In relation to the pending amendmtnt, 1 think 
the reduction of the duty on spirits from one hun- 
dred to thirty per cent, would reduce the revenue. 
It would undoubtedly very largely increase the 
importation of spirits, but not so largely as to 
moke the thirty per cent, duty yield as much ai 
the one htmdreo per cent, duty did before. I am 
not sure that the great mass of our peo]Ue, whose 
opinions are entiued to any respect, would con- 
sider it very good policy for us to encoura|:e thr 
importation of rum, brandy, and gin. To reduce 
the duty on these articles from one hundred to 
thirty per cent., and thus give that great encoui^ 
agement to the importation of foreign liquors, 
and render them cheap and accessible to all mpti, 
is, to soy the least, a very questionable species 
of policy. I know it may be said on the other 
side, that this will give us better liquor, and thai 
if people will get drunk they will not have su 
much bad liquor. I have my doubts of tbttu 
My opinioB is, thfCPKqnpif^^qpf ^^road mn 
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iraggtA and aMimilated to a mnclt greater ex- 
tentman oor liquon at home. There is more 

object to adulterate liquor gating From two to 
five dollars a gallon than whisky at thirty cents, 
and there is a great deal more of it done. I do 
not know that ue foreign mrticle cornea much in 
eoinpetiUoa with the home production, for I think 
that probably whisky and New England rum 
furnish our people who use such articles more 
easily and more cheaply than the foreign supply. 
Of iate years the buainese of rectifying whisky 
and New England rum, and aemling them to 
Europe as the oaais of French brandy, to be sent 
back to us at four dollars per gallon, has been a 
larse business. 

in relation to the other claube of the amend- 
ment, which propoaes to reduce the uirty, the 
twenty-five, the fifteen, the ten, and the five per 
cent, schedules one fifth, I cannot doubt thai, 
taken as a whole, the effect will be to give a di- 
rect encouragement to importations. All that I 
have said in reference to the last part of the case 
applies with nearly(:qual force to the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia; for that brings down 
all the schedules, reducing the thirty per cent, to 
twenty-ihree, the twenty-five to twenty-one, the 
twenty to sixteen, as I understand. 

Mr. HUNTER. The thirty lo twenty-three, 
the twenty-five to nineteen, and the twenty to 
thirteen. 

Mr. COLLAMER. They are all scaled off, 
and reduced a little more than the committee pro^ 
pose; and his amendment does not preservJ 
exactly the same scale as the committee. The 
remarks which 1 have made on the great purpose 
which the Senator urges of reducing the revenue 
apply with equal force to bis proposition; and 1 
infer from it tne same results as from that of the 
committee, except that, he proposing a little larger 
reduction, the enect will be to increase still more 
the importation and theconaumptitm of the foreign 
articles, and of course to produce agreater amount 
of revenue. 

If this had beenall.oranythioglike all, the true 
features of the case,! should never have troubled 
myself, and certainly not troubled the Senate, 
'by making any remarks on this occasion; but it 

Sresenla other and more important questions. 
Tothing that 1 have said in relation to the re- 
duction of the duty on distilled spirits affects my 
constituents; but there is another feature in all 
these propositions in regard to which mv con- 
stituents nave a deep interest, and on wnich I 
feel it my duty to submit some remarks — I allude 
to the feature concerning wool. The Senator 
from Virginia proposes to reduce the duly on 
woo) from thirty to eight per cent. I do not sup- 
poae that I can render myself very intereating to 
others on the question of wool; but duty to my 
own constituents requires me to express my views 
at Urge, and with some degree of particularity, 
because a great part of the premises which seem 
toJiave been assumed, or attempted to be shown 
in the computations on this subject, are altogether 
erroneous. I wish first to show where our fine 
wool comes from, and our coarse wool also, who 
breeds it, who raises it, who clips it. 
* 1 have beard gentlemen in the other House, 
and aometimea here, run a paMllel between this 
country and England, and say that we should 
calculate the effect of taking off the duty on wool 
here by the result of a similar measure in Eng- 
land. It is said that the result of taking off the 
duty on imported woo) raised the price of wools 
in England, and therefore they conclude that 
taking off the duty on wool here will raise the 
price here. Even the Senator from Virginia to- 
day talked of our not raising fine wool in this 
country, and said we were obliged to go to South 
America toimport fine wool to mix with our own 
in order to iqalce broadcloth. 1 view these as the 
most gross, extravagant misstatements, perhaps, 
that were ever presented to a delibaimtive body. 
Another argument ia, that this country cannot 
produce fine wools, and that we must enable our 
manufhcturers to get their fine wool ftrom abroad, 
because it cannot be produced in this country. 

Mr. HUNTER. Did the Senator say that I 
stated out- fine wools were brought from South 
America ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I so understood the Sen- 
ator 



Mr. HUNTER. I said the wools from South 
America were mixed with ours, to enable them 
to take color better. Fine wool is imported from 
Germany, Russia, and Australia. 

Mr. COLLAMER. On both those poinU I 
fee) it my duty to make some remarks, and (o 
trace somewhat the history of wool. I had occa- 
sion, some years since, in the other branch of the 
Capitol, to apeak on the aubject; but that, prob- 
ably, ia worthy of very little recollection on the 
part of anybody; but I think it now my duty to 
make a brief statement. 

There are no fine wools in the world, raised 
anywhere on this earth, which are not all from 
the same family of sheep. By fine wool, I mean 
such wool as is sometimes called spinning wool, 
which is sptm and wove into brcAdcloths, and 
kerseymeres, especially those which are required 
, to lake a finish; that is, after they an wove and ' 
i fulled, there is a face raised upon liiem by either 
' carding or teasleingisnd then tney are sheared and 
pressed and calendered , for the purpose of making 
a finish on them. That con be done only with 
fulling wool. Now, where do the fulling wOola 
come from? I say they are all i'rom the same 
family of sheep. 

At the period of odr earliest acquaintance with 
Spain, there was found a certain breed of sheep 
called merino sheep. We do not know how early 
they were then. vfTe have some inklines that 
they were there at as euly a period as the Ro- 
mans had control of the country. Where they 

me from we know not; but the word " merino 
means " over the sea, "and it was connected with 
the idea that these sheep came over the sea, so 
that probably tliey were not indigenous to Spain 
originally. This is the family of sheep out of 
which all the fine wool sheep of the world were 
produced. For a number of centuries these sheep 
were entirely owned by the nobility and royal 
family of Spain. They were pastured and driven 
north in summer, and south in the winter, so that 
they were always kept on green fields. They 
were kept in large flocks. They roamed aoutn 
into Andalusia, and north Into Castile. For 
many centuries men were prohibited, under the 
most severe penalties, from carrying any sheep 
outof the kingdom. Amaii who exported a sheep 
was sentenced to the galleys for life. None of 
these sheep were obtained in the rest of Europe. 
In 1784 or 1785—1 will not be exact in the date, 
but at any rate between 1780 and 1790 — the King 
of Spain gave a flock of these sheep, forty in 
number, to George the Third. The English King 
gave him, as a royalpresent in return, six Eng- 
lish coach horses. Tliese sheep were placed at 
Windsor, under the care of Sir Joseph Banks, 
and the utmost exertions were made to induce the 
use of that kind of fine sheep among the farmers 
of England. To this day England does not raise 
a pound of wool sbt of which you can make a 
yard of broadcloth that any gentleman in Uiis 
nouse wears. For a long time all her fine wool 
has com^ from abroad. After Spain went into 
the business of digging gold in South America, 
all her wool was exported to England, there 
manufactured, and sent back to SMim to besold, 
and they dug eold to pay for it. The result has 
been, that wnue they have run down, England 
has ran up. 

I wish to show why that flock df sheep did not 
succeed in England, and to show the difference 
between their condiliou and ours, to see why fine 
wools succeed here and cannot there. At the 
same time that that present was made to G^eorge 
the Third, a similar present was made to Louis 
the Sixteenth. The flock given to the King of 
France was put on the Ramboullet farm, which 
was then the royal farm, and is still, Bonaparte 
having always kept it. That flock of sheep, 
bred in.asl shall hereafter mention, is the French 
merino of the present day. 

At the same time the same present was made 
to the Elector of Saxony. The flock which went 
to the Elector of Saxony was attended to and 
selected all the time for tne finest wool, without 
reguvd to size. The French selected with regard 
to size. The Germans selected for fineness of 
wool merely. The flock given to the Elector of 
Saxony is the basis, the origin, tlie parentage 
of all the Saxony wool of the world, now to be 
ftnind all over Bavaria, Silesioi Hungary, and 



Senate. 

Russia, and this country-^ I shall directly 
show. 

About the latter part of the last century, there 
was introduced into England that branch of farm-' 
ing called the turnip culture, which is the basis 
of prosperity lo the English a^iculturists at the 
present day. Everything in EiigUnd which sus- 
tained human life, everything thai the people could 
eat, was very dear, as we all know, until a recent 
period , since they have taken off their sliding scale 
of duties on wheat, and allowed foreign provisions 
to be introduced for the benefit of manufactures. 
The turnip culture vnis this; they sowed a large 
field, especially on the downs of England, with 
turnips — generally the Swedish turnips— and then 
in the fall of the year they would put upon (he 
turnip fields a flock .of their nauve long wool 
sheep — the beslimproved breeds of which are the 
South Downs and the Leicestershires. Those 
sheep ate the turnips on the ground. There was 
no gathering them — no cutting them up. When 
they exhausted one field they went to another, 
and soon through the winter. The climate being 
mild, they wintered in the fields on the turnips, 
and were in a fine condition for mutton in the 
spring. A mutton sheep in England at that day 
and now, averages from eighty to one hundred 
pounds dressed off. The French merinocs, with 
all the improvements they could give them by 
breedingin,donotaTerage more than forty pounds 
dressed off. The mutton of the English sheep 
would command in the British markt-t, and has all 
the time for thirty years back, from ten to twelve 
cenu a pound. It is a very superior mutton. 
That is not all. When a piece of land in Eng- 
land had been tiU^ in the manner I mentioned, 
and the sheep heraed upon it, it would produce 
twenty-two buidiels of wheat to the acre, and that 
wheat averages from two dollars to two dollars 
and fifty cents a bushel in England at all times. 
Bearing these facts in mind, you will see how 
fruitless was the attempt to introduce into Eng- 
land these little merinoes, small sheep, which 
shear about three pounds and a half in their nal- 
uml condition as they came from Spain. Even 
the French nierinoc8,as they have improved them, 
yield but six, and ours from three to three and a 

.naif or four pounds. The farmers were told by 
the nobility, "The King has made me a present 
of some fine wool sheep, and we want you to at 
tend to them, so as not to be dependent on foreign 

! countriesforour supply of fine wool. " The farmer 
saw at once that the wool from these sheep would 

I not bring him more than two shillings steriihg a 

I pound for three pounds, while the long wool sheep 
would shear eignt or ten pounds of wool; and then 
the inquiry was, how much will that little sheep 
bring for mutton i Not a cent. You can never 
moke valuable mutton of it. In Vermont, where 
we have so many fine wool sheep, our peoplit use 
little or no mutton, though we have a little lamb 
occasionally. I never aaw any mutton there that 
compared at all with the Virginia mutton, which 
I see here. Indeed, I am reminded of an anec- 
dote of an old neighbor of mine who was rather 
fond of mutton. He used to talk about these Utile 
merino sheep, and said, "When you got a quarter 
of it dressed off, you could see the light between 
the ribs. In good old times, when we had the 
large sheep, a man might goout and steal a 
sheep, and bring home sometliing for his family 
to eat, but now, if you bring home one of these 
little merino sheep you mi?ht as well have a 
tin lantern to eat.^' [Laughter.] The English 
farmer said at once: "I can do nothing with 
these little sheep; I may get two or three dol- 
lars for the wool; but I can get ten dollars for 
the carcass of the mutton sheep, if I lose all 
else. Besides, these little sheep cannot live in 
the fields in thfi* winter. They are not stout 
enough lo endure that. I must have the large 
sheepforthe mutton lean get out of it,and because 
it vW live on the fields in the winter and enrich 
my land, so that it will yield twenty-two bushels 
of wheat to the acre." That is uie average in 
England; our average is not fourteen. Do you 
wonder, Mr. President, why they would not in- 
troduce and adopt the merino breed of sheep in 
England ? You can see at once why it was so. 
After the utmost exertions for some thirty years 
in trying to do this, and succeeding not at all, 
finally the royal flock of flnewool sluep wu sold 
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atnuction. I baTC8e«n the account of those saios 
in ihe Liltrnry of Congress, sliowins to whom 
each flh«cp VBB ■old, and how much it waa sold 
for. 

While thia buaincaa was ^oinj^ on in England 
with this want of Bucceas, in Saxony they had 
attended to liiat family of sheep which catnc to 
the Etcctor of Saxony, and had bred in entirely, 
with rpgnrd to fineness of the wool, "^hcv had 
■hephcrded (bcm on the Gelds and plains of Ger- 
many, and bred them, in fine, by selecting ihe 
finest all the thne, without regard to size. The 
rcmjit wna, they got a delicate, small, tender 
•heep, called the Saxony aheep, which is all over 
the regions I have mentioned. 

The gentleman who bid off, in 1617 I think, 
the greater part of the royal flock that was sold 
in England, waa a captain in the British Navy. 
Hia name I do not now remember; I think it was 
Mitchell, or some common name of that kind, 
lie went, about the same lime, to Saxony, and 
bought a larger flock of the Saxony breed, and 
carried them both to Australia. That is now the 
family of Australian ahecp; their wool is a fine 
ailky wool. It has been produced by crossing 
the breeds from England and Saxony. 

Now, how came these ahccp in oar counu-y ? 
Mr. Livingston, who waa our Minister to France 
in the latter part of the reign of Louis XVi., got 
a. few sheep from the Ilamboiillet flock in France, 
and carried them to New Rochellc, in New York. 
Colonel Humphries, of Connecticut, wasour Min- 
ister to Spain at that time, and he got a few sheep 
asaprescntfrom UieKingof Spain. They were 
taken to Connecticut; but they never amounted 
to much. 

About 1810, at Bonaparte's second invasion of 
Spain, when he had possession of the Prices of 
Peace, and was endeavoring to rcttatablish Joseph 
Bonaparte on the Spanish throne, ihc Cortes or- 
dered the sale of the royal flocks, for the purpose 
of raising money to defend the nation, giving to 
the purchasers tne right to carry them out of" the 
kingdom. William Jarvis, who is ptill living in 
Vermont, was then our consul at Lisbon. Seeing 
Ulisadverti8Gment,he went into Estramadura, and 
at that ouction bid o(F cloven hundred of the ahccp. 
He sent them to this country — to Baltimore^ 
Philadelphia, Now Vork, and Boston — reserving 
a flock to himaclf, as he waa about to return 
home. He returned with bis Aock to his farm 
in Vermont, where he now resides, and where be 
has kept thot family of sheep to this day. He 
has' shearings of each year from that lime to this, 
marked with the dates, so that vou can compare 
them, and see whether the wool ia improving or 
deteriorating. There is a dtwidcd improvement. 
It ia a great deal better than when he brought the 
sheep from Spain. His importation was the basis 
of the merino sheep of this country. I well re- 
member, that soon after the close of the last war 
with Great Britain, in which Wc sufiered so much 
for the want of woolens, some of those sheep, a 
year or two old, sold for $400 a piece. I have 
seen a little merino sheep, that a man could carry 
under his arm, sold for |400. Thev were thus 
introduced into New England, and they have 
gradually spread off into Pennsylvania, New 
York, Ohio, and so on West. As late as 1S2G, 
after we had entered upon the protective system 
in relatian to woolens, and especially after the 
act of 1828, our people went to Saxony, and ob- 
tained some of the Saxony flock, qs a finer wool 
sheep. Considerable numbers of them w.ere im- 
ported in those two years; but they did not 
answcr-Qur purpose at the North. They were 
too feeble; tney were not stout enough for our 
climate; they did not winter well; but they have 
done pretty wl-II in some par» of the country — 
J have particularly on my niind Washington 
county, in Pennsylvania, where they aro produc- 
ing Saxony wool of high quality. In Oai^hey 
have crossed the Saxony witli our caslemmcri- 
noes; and a large part of the wool of northern 
Ohio now ie of as high grade as the full blood 
merino, and perhaps a grade beyond that and 
Saxnny logctlicr. 

1 have thus, Mr. President, attempted to shew, 
in a brief, summary manner, that fine wool is all 
the product (ft* a single family of sheep. What- 
ever difference there is in its quality depends on 
the core, and tho broctling, and probably some- 



what slic^htlyon the climate ond the feeding. In 
Saxony their flocks arc driven under shofter in 
the hot days of summer. There are sheds for 
them to protect them from the heat of the sun. 
That care is not taken in this country; perhaps 
they do not need it here. In Australia tlie wool 
made from the English and Saxony merino sheep 
is a fine and rather longer wool than onra. It is 
silky. Some few of those sheep hare been taken 
to Brazil and Chilitand there crossed with the 
native sheep, producing a rather better quality of 
wool, but still a coarse wool. The great body 
of the long wool, which is combingwool,for the 
making of worsted, is English wool. The coarser 
wools, which we use for bockine, carpets, blan- 
kets, ami coarse articles, are the Smyrna and Rio 
Janeiro wools. The wools cited in yourcommerce 
and navigation reports as Smyrna wool comes 
from Asia Minor; and the wool quoted as Buenos 
Ayrcs is from Rio Janeiro and other* parik of 
South America. 

The difference between us and England is, that 
they raise coarse wool, and they may very wel! 
admit free of duty fine wool for their manufac- 
tures without interfering with the home produc- 
tion of wool, whereas thegreatbody of our sheep 
arc raised for fine wool. I do not say that it is 
as fine as the finest £tazony, but it is a fine spin- 
ning, fulling, felting wool. Can it be said for one 
mninent that there ia any decree of parallelism 
between us and England.' We may well lot in 
coarse wool; and under the protective tariff of. 



Secretary of the Treasury seemed to me at first 
to bo very Strang, but now it appears to be 
adopted by the Finance Committee. It is to 
sacrifice wool. Formerly, the lamb was offem] 
up as a sacrifice; but now we are to offer up wool 
and the wool-growers, for that ia the only article 
of our production at which this free list is aimed. 
Prom what do you raise revenue? From spirits, 
sugar, woolens, cottons, silks, and iron. These 
six articles yield tlie great bulk of the revenue. 
The others ore mere trimming. As to the duty 
on spirits, I do not feel much interested io it. 1 
say the blow is aimed at woo) alone of all theee 
classrsof American production. Why is it.=' It 
would seem to hp this; we will agree to loe^oU 
and make peace with iron and su^r, ood this 
interest ana that and the other interest; we wiE 
all BtrUte hands against wool; wool must come 
down. 

There are some features in connection with thia 
matter about which I should desire to' speak vi~iib 
more particularity, but 1 left my books at my 
room, hardly supposing that I sliould be caLcil 
upon to use them, yhe Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in order to coax, or persuade, or convinre 
the ptMjple of the propriety of takiiw; the d\ity off 
wool, has made a great body of tabTes, which are 
presented in his report. He says there has been 
a lai^ protection on wool, but there has not bctn 
an increase of its production at the same rate r.s 
the increase of population. How does he prove 



t^Mt.' Look at his tables, and you will find how he 
1842, all wool below seven cents a pound was IcW^iakcs it out. 



in without duty at all. It is not that that troubles 
our people, but it is the fine wool. Gentlemen, 
tlicn , will see at once why it is that we cannot be 
considered as parallel to England in this matter, 
and why the same law cannot produce the same 
effect here that it did there. The Secretary of the 
Treasury says, in hia report, that if we put our 
manufacturers on the same footing thatmanufac- 
turers arc in foreign countries", ihcy will succeed. 
That cannot be done until some commercial mil- 
ienniumthatwe haveneveryetaeen arrives. How 
is it ill Prance There arc thirtymillions of peo- 
ple, probably more, in France. When Bonaparte 
adopted what wns called the continental sj^tcm in 
Europe, he established for France an utter pro- 
hibition of the importation of manufactured goods 
from abroad, andespeciallyfromEngland. The 
object wua to break down England. He said it 
was the English looms that met him everywhere; 
the English manufacturers furniahcd the money 
that pointed the bayonets at him all over the con- 
tinent. It was to break down England that he 
pcrHunded or coerced the different Powera of Eu- 
rope to join him in what he called the contineutal 
system. He got the whole continent of Europe 
united agatnat Great Britain's manufactures. It 
was the backing out of Russia by the influence of 
England, that cauaod the convubion and brought 
on the final catastrophe; but from that day to tjiis, 
in Franco, there has been an utter prohibition 
against the importation of manufactured woolens. 
The French may well bring in wool free of duty, 
because they have thirty millions of neoplc, and 
their own manufactures have the exclusive com- 
mand of the clothing of tliT>m. To talk in thta 
Hall of so making our tariff as to give our man- 
ufhctu^ersaconimon chance with the manufho- 
turers of France is preposterous. Soon after the 
late alliance of England and France, the present 
Einperor of France was told that this prohibition 
in France was illiberal, unadapted to tlie age, and 
ought to be relaxed. He made his edict permit- 
ting the importation of wodl, and agreeing to take 
off, at R certain time, the prohibition on the im- 
portation of woolens; but in order to reconcile 
the French manufacturers to these proceedings, 
ho decreed that a bonus should be paid upon all 
exported woolens of French manufacture. Thus 
the chance of letting into France foreign wooldns 
was to be made up to the French manufacturer by 
paying him a bounty on hia exportation. That 
wua continued until last October, when the com- 
plaints of tho manufacturers were such that that 
decree was superseded by an order that it eftould 
not take effect for six years. No importation of 
woolens into Franco can be allowed for six years. 
Whether it will ever be allowed in point of fact, 
I do not pretend to say. 
The idea which ia kept up m the report of the 



He has but two materials uptn 
which to go— the censua returns of 1840 and of 
1850. Ao^iSing to these returns, sheep and wool 
have dimmWIed slightly in Vermont, and eon- 
eidcrably in the other New England States. Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island never had any con- 
siderable interest in wool growing, and have none 
now; Connecticut never had any; New Hamif 
shire had some, but has very lutlc now. T^e 
fine wool sheep ft-om Saxony and England and 
Spain, of which I have given the history, Jiave 
spread West. We haua protective tarjfl'' on 
woolens under the acts of 1818, 1828, 1832, and 
1845. When the tariff of 1842 was arranged, 
commenced the great migration of sheep to the 
fertile valleys and hills of New York, Pt-nosyl- 
vania, western Virginia, Ohio, and so on into 
Michigan, and now into Wisconsin and Alinne- 
sota. The process continued ofpurcbaaing at 
the East ami taking them to the West, importing 
a few at the same tmie to cross the breeds. Th&i 
went on for six or eight years gradually, and 
'Since then the ratio of increase has reduplicated 
constantly, and it has been going on of laic yean 
with accelerated velocity. The increase is by geo- 
metric, instead of arithmetic, proneBsion. Now 
let us turn to the notions of the Secretary of the 
Treasuiy. He takes the census of 18i0, and 
showa tile amount of sheep then in the country, 
and then he takea the census of 16S0, ahowin^ 
the number of sheep and the quantity of v^ol 
raised at that time. Then, in order to get up to 
1855, to lay the foundation for his conclusion, lie 
takes the ratio of increeise from 1840 to 1850, and 
gives half of it aa the increase from 1850 to 1855. 
During the last^-e years the ratio of increase 
may have been uoiibfc or treble what it was in 
the preceding ten years; but be ^ives the same ' 
ratio as before. How fallacious is ihnt reasoa- 
ing! He makes out that we raise now about 
40,000,000 pounds-of wool a year. The New 
England maiiufaciurers, the most leading and in- 
telligent of them — among them the Senator fror.t 
Rhode Island, [Mr. James] — agree, by the returiia 
of their own work, that we mised more than 
60,000,000 pounda last year. The Sec'ret.^^y of 
the Treasury has not got two thirds of the .ii-tual 
amount. Last year, over 60,000,000 pounds of 
wool were actually purclitiscd and-workcd up in 
the factories. This fact shows how utterly mis- 
taken ia the Secretary's basis of calculation. 

But after all, the great argument is that the 
manufacturers must oc aided. I do not suppose 
any one who is acquainted with me would im:iirine 
I had any enmity or personal dislike to manufac- 
turers. They ore all about me. They arc my 
near neighbors', though to be sure the numb'-r of 
them in Vermont is comparatively small conii^ircd 
with the number in tbc rest'of New Englaitil. 
As the Senator frotn^^rginia insisti on his prop- 
Digitized by V^OOg IC 



1857.] APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 3d> 



34th Cono....3d Sess. . Tariff BiS^B^, CoUamer. 



'Bition to remodel oar whole tarifft recast our 
nancial system — as he goes back to first prin- 
ipks, ana attempts to apply them, I must be 
xcused for following his example. 

1 advance, as an initial principle, standing in 
imineon this topic, that you cannot successfully, 
y any fonns of financial protection in the way 
f tariffs, force into nltimate success and perma- 
ent prosperity any manufacture which depends 
)r the supply of iu materials upon foreign coun- 
-ies. That is hot-bed, forced protection. If it 
as to depend on the foreign mpply for the raw 
laterial, the manubeture nSTereon succeed if it 
i a necessarjf of life. The attempts that may 
e made from time to ^me temporarily to do that 
ill be fata] to the men who engage in the exper- 
nent. Apply this principle to tlie case of wool. 
' our manumcturers are to be aided by duties 
Bpt on woolens* and are to be aided to set up 
anufactures by getting material from abroad, 
om the ^ry countries which manufacture 
oolens, I say, if they do so, they will not suc- 
ed. There are no people on earth who will 
ibmit to be taxed on their woolens or any ueces- 
iry of life merely (br the braefitof the manufac- 
rer. The attempt to do it will fliil. The law 
ay be passed with that object; manufactories 
ay be built; but they will just as certainly 
tally fall down on the needs of their builders as 
ey build them, because the people will not sub- 
it to ii for any great length of time. The true 
-inciple which has been ■ubteribed to and sus- 
ined by our leading statesmen of all political 
trties, GeneralJackson included, is, that where 
I article of manufacture is a necessary of life to 
people, it should have a diecriminatioiraf duties 

ita favor to encourage it, provided it can be 
ipplied with, its elenMnts from the production 

our own country. AU depends, however, on 
e last element in the proposition. It isgoodfor 
'thing without it. 

What is the history of our woolens i While we 
sre colonies, we were fiunished entirely with our 
nolens from England. Great pains were taken 
' England to prevent any manufactures what- 
er in this country. We made a little in a 
tineatic way, but a law was passed that no mtn 
ould exportcolooud manufkctured articles ttom 
le colony to another. In short it was stated in 
e Britisn Parliament that the colonists should 
t be permitted to make a hob-nail. We carried 
s raw materials to England, and there they were 
mufaciured for U8,and we paid four hundred per 
nt. to them for doing it. When we passed out 
the condition of c<M^niea, and became a com- 
ircial people of ourselves, very soon came the 
liculties in Europe and the long wars on the 
tiiinent. We were then the carriers of the 
>rld, and made our money by commerce, and 
aid at any time supply ounelves with what we 
inted , being almost the only neutral afloat. All 
^nt aa merry as a marriage-bell until we got in 
nflict with Elngland again in I8I3. There may 
tlie many gentlemen present, though there are 
ine, who know something about that war. 1 
ed at that time, and I remember its incidents, 
lad a little to do with it. I was pretty young 
that day, bat not so young as the woman who 
lid not tell when she was bom— it was so long 
imeaj^o. [Laughter.] I know that in 1814 I 
d to give fourteen dollars a yard for a piece of 
[e broadcloth, and pretty blue at that. I know 
ire was very great suffering in the Army for 
inkcts. I know that diatreaa prevailed in all 
arters for the want of woolens in all the forms 
which they are used. We felt and knewaJl 
i.t; and when we came out of the war our peo- 
■ eagerly seized hold of the merino sheep and 
■d them ID. ManunteUries commenced during 
< war. There never was-a yard of broadcloth 
de in America until the war of 1813. Then 
vas made in Rhode Island, by Mr. Brown, I 
ieve. We began in that way from neceeeity. 
mediately after the war, in 1816, a protective 
:y was laid, and in 18S8it was enlarged so much 
to create great dissatisfaction at the South. 
en commenced, or rather manifested them- 
ves more fully, the objections of South Carolina 
1. protective discriminating tariff. Wewenton 
jcr that act until 1633, when Mr. Clay's com- 
tmiae tariff billcommenced. By that scheme the 
ies were to coma off tea per cent, a year tuitU 
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they came down to twenty per cent. We went on 
auccesafully and prosperously in growing sheep, 
spreading tne increase of them over the country, 
and in manufacturing woolens, until that time. 
These interests lived when tea per cent, came off; 
they lived when twenty per cent, eame off. In 
1840 the duties onwoolena came down to twenty- 
five per cent., and were to come down to twenty 
in 1841 ; and in 1840 every woolen manuftkctory in 
America stopped. I know — it ia a matter wiUiin 
myown penonal recollection — that the clip of 
wool of ^4IM1 wasiiot sold until 1843. Not a 
pound of wool was sold in New England for those 
two years unless some sold on sheriff's execution. 
There was not a spindle running on a woolen 
thread throughout America at that time. 

When the tariff act of 1843 was passed, the 
hum of the loom, the bustle of activity was again 
heard. The price of wool rose, and the manu' 
facturer did well. "That went on until the tariff 
of 1846. Our present law is not as protective 
of wool and woolens as the tariff of 1843, and 
under it the manufacturing interest has not been 
ao auceessfiil. The prindpol difficulty is Uiat 
there are no spedfle duties in the act of 1846 as 
there had been in the tariff of 1843 and preceding 
tariffs. 

This is a brief and summary history of the 
progresB of the wool-growing and the wool-man- 
ufacturing interest in this country. Now, it is 
said, our manufacturers must have the row matt- 
rtobfree of duty. The broadcloths themselves 
when manufactured are raw materials to the tai- 
lor, and on the same principle the tailor ought to 
have his materials without duty. No man wears 
broadcloth until it is made up into gtuments. 
' Sugar ia a raw material, iron is a raw inaterial, 
bloom iron and rough forged horse shoes; nails 
ore a raw material. 

The idea which I have advanced is that a man- 
ufacture depending for its materials on a for- 
eign supply can never continue in existence and 
prosperity by protective tariffs. But we are told 
that if we will allow our manufacturers to go 
abroad and buy their wool cheap, they will there- 
by put the factories in operaUon, and create a de- 
mand for our. own wools, and increase their price 
in the market. That may do to tell the^annes, 
but when you reduce the projiosition to plain 
English, every man can see its fallacy. You 
propose to fix the tariff so that the manufacturer 
:an buy fine wools cheap, and the wool^ower 
9elt them dear. That certainly is a very difficult 
problem, but that is what ia attempted to be 
shown in this case. They say they are going 
actually to effect that. They ore going to carry 
out the experiinent of the man who fired at a calf 
in the bushes, thinking it was a deer.and miascd 
it, and when joked alraut it said that he fired in 
such a way as to hit it if a deer, and miss it if a 
' calf. ^Laughter.] You propose now to 'arrange 
things in such a way that the manufacturer can 
buy wool cheap, and the grower sell it dear. It 
is a paradox. But it is said that we do not pro- 
duce such wool as will do for the woolens this 
country needs. How are you goin§^to encourage 
us to do it? Are you going to let in all foreign 
wools and not lake ours ? What will be the nat- 
ural result? I should think to kill all the sheep, 
and make ourselves dependent in peace and war 
on the foreign supply, and set up a body of man- 
ufacturers who are at the mercy of the foreign 
supply at any time. England, Russia, or France 
can lay a prohibitory duty on the exporutioo of 
wool, and where then would be our manufactu- 
rer? If war should come on, where will be our 
supply? Are we to arrange affairs. iif such a 
manner that we shall be dependent as we were in 
the last wai with England, and while we were 
colonies of England? Ia that the abject? That 
such will be the effect must be obnous, I think, 
if this policy be adopted and carried out. 

The Secretary of tne Treasury tells us that we 
manufacture more wool than we pn>duce. That 
is true. Then it is said the wool-grower peed 
feel no concern, because all his wool is used up 
now, and there is not enough of it. It is said that 
if fottgn wool be admitted free, a greater demand 
wilnR created, and encouragement will be given 
for an enloi^d supply. In this connection we 
should consider the price of wool, for that ia 
deeply inTolved ia Uiia OMtter. I hare every 
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week, and sometimes more freqnently, as regular 
a return of the market price of wool as any soutb- 
eni planter, however elevated he may be, has of 
the price of cotton in Europe. Our people who 
are interested in this matter keep themselves daily - 
advised as to the price of wool. In all our coun- 
try papers the regular nfarket price of wool ia 
fnivenweekby week and daybyday. I have now 
in room ine market price of wools in Boston 
on last Friday. Our wool is the merino wool, 
and its price is from fifty to sixty cents a pound 
in the Boston market. "The prieea of the Saxony 
wool, the finest sheq> attended to in Pennsylva- 
nia and a part of Ohio and western Viiginia, are 
sixty to sixty-seven cents a pound. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Where do they manuihc- 
hire it? 

Mr. COLLAMBR. Perbi^ that U a very 
natural question. It is true our people moke very 
little of what is called finished or faced broadr 
cloth and kerseymeres, but it is manufactured 
into such cloth as I qow wear for pantaloons. It 
ia manufactuced in Connecticut ana all over New ' 
EncUnd in large qnantities into the various col- 
ored cloths you see used by people all over the 
country., T'he wool raisea from our poorest 
native sheep wil^average about twenty-five cents 
a pound. Ajiy of it that ia crossed with the finer 
breedsruns up from thirty -five to fifty cents. Fifty 
cents we regard as the full price of the merino 
wool. 

It is said, however, that we do not supply 
American wools for broadcloths, and that tnere 
are only two broadcloth factories in operation in 
our country, and they are for the Army and 
Navy. Laiice quantities of woolens ore made, 
however. One of my nearest neighbors, in one 
factory, employs one hundred and thirty hands 
all the time, and he has advanced his pecuniary 
condition very rapidly within the last nve or six 
years. It is a successful business. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury* however, has g^vcn us lisU 
showing that the importation of foreign woolens 
has largely increased. I wish to call attention to 
that. It may be an utter fallacy. He .lells us 
that from 1840 to this time the importations of 
woolens have gone up from #9,000,000 worth to 
130,000,000 worth. As I hare olreadyexplainedt 
you may one Vear import |15,000,OuD worth of 
broadcloth and kerseymeres, and four years after- 
wards import |17,0OU,00O worth, according to tha 
custom-house books, and yet import precisely tha 
same quantity of yards in each year. There is 
nothing in these returns to convince any man 
that a single yard more of broadcloth is introduced 
into America now than there was tan years ago. 
I know the value of the imports in dollars is 
more than it was then; but who does not know 
th^wi thin the last seven years the price of almost 
emything in the commercial world, both in 
Europe and in America, haa almost doubled? * 
There has been, on an average, an increase of 
more than thirty-three per cent, in the price of 
everything. Because you have increased your 
importations of foreign woolens in dollars, it does 
not prove that you lutve introduced aaif^le yard 
of broadcloth more than before, and therefore all 
these returns and tables, so ostentatiously dis- 
played by the Secretary of the Treasury, prove 
noliiing in the world. 

As I have said, the English import their fine 
wools. It is a little curious to ascertain where 
the English get their fine frools, to compare with 
those of Germany, Fmnce, Saxony, and the 
Zoll-Verein. The fiock that was taken to Ans- 
tralia has produced the fine wools with which 
England is now mainly supplied. If gentlemen 
will look into the British Almanac for this year, 
they will find Uwt last year England imported 
99^00,446 pounds of wool, and reexported 
39,453,446. Ofthe99,000,000pound8ofimported 
wool, 74,000,000 came from Australia. They 
exported 39,000,000 of what they imported; so 
ihat we find that the actual' import was the 
70,000,000 pounds of Australian wool, received 
from their own province. That is all the fins 
wool they have, except a little from the Cape. 

Therearecoarsewoolscomingfrom up the Med- 
iterranean — the Smyrna— and the Brazil wools, 
which compete in some manner with the Eng- 
lish long wools, from which theymake most of 
their stuff eoodi. ItUprovidttTudiubQI^^ilU-. 
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comes from the House of ReprMentativet, thst 
all wool imported into thia counttr, worth leai 
thnn fi^een cents n pound &t the p»ce of impor- 
tation, shall be puton tbefree list. Somegentle- 
tnen think that ought to run up to twentjr cenU, 
in order to cover the coarse woola. We imported 
last year 14)700,000 pounds offorei^ wool; and 
I wish to show the Senate, if they are des^ue 
of knowing, though I do not suppose many of 
them take any interest io it, where it came from 
and what it coat; that coane wool doM not trouble 
our wool-growers at all. If it is to benefit the 
manu&cturers, I would let them have it without 
dutraltogether,ifwecandoit safelT. If you will 
look throughout the list, you will nnd that small 
parcels were imported from different places. From 
England wc imported 843(000 pounds, which cost 
at the place of exportation |1^,000— orer twenty 
cents a poupd; and that is about the flur average 
price of English woo! there. We received 51,000 
pgunds of Australian wool, which cost, in Aus- 
tralia, thirty-one cents a nound. That is ftne 
vool, of good quality. "We imported from Tur- 
key in Asia— that is the Smyrna wool— 3,101 ,000 
pounds; from Baenos Ayres, 9,300,000 pounds; 
m>m Uruguay, which we call Brazilian wool, 
5,672,000 pounds;'and a smaU quantity from 
Chili. That from Buenos Ayres cost ten cents, 
and the rest nine cents. If we take the whole of 
the wools imported last year, ( 14,700,000 pounds,) 
and average the whole, including the fine wool 
from Australia, itamounta to eleven cents a pound , 
the whole cost being $1,635,000. When the 
House bill provides that all wool, costing at the 
place of importation fifleen cents, shall be admit- 
ted free of duty, it indudes all this coarse wool. 
There is one thing, however, in thia connection, 
which I must, in fairness, state. The House bill 
undertakes to provide against fmuda, auch as put- 
ting dirt in it, and thus reducing its value. The 
provision is, that if it has mgre than thirty-three 
per cent, of dirt and burrs, it iball be nbject to 
full duty of thirty |>er cent. I do not think 
that will answer. I thmk that will shut out the 
coarse wools altogether. I believe there is thirty- 
three percent, of dirt in it as ordimtrily imported. 
I believe all our wool will give more wan twenty- 
five per cent. ^ 
Mr. HALE. More than thirty-three. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Not that which is washed 
on the sheep; but all wool that is not waahed on 
the sheep, I think, has more than thirty-three per 
cent, of dirt. The Buenos Ayres and Sthyma 
wool is always sheared without washing^rown. 
on the sand, and gathered up Irith dirt. We have 
machines for cleaning it, and tt does not cost 
much to clean it. I believe all that wool has more 
than thirty-three per cent, of dirt, and some of it 
fifty percent. My opinion is, that if you in|ui 
Airly to let in free of dnt^olt wsols under tift^i 
cents a pound, that provision about thirty-three 
per cent, of dirt should be struck out. 

The bill of the House of Representatives also 
provides that all wool coating fifty cents a pound 
or over, shall be on the freeUst. It seems tome 
that will amount pmctieidly to letting In all wool 
free. The Secretary of the Treasury says so in 
his report. He says the very fine and the very 
coarse ought to be let in free;but that the proba- 
bility is, such a law would be very difficult of exe- 
cution, and might amount to noOkiog at all. 1 
strongly suspect that will be made practically 
to bring the maximum and miaimam together, 
and the result will be to admit all wool free of 
duty. If we ever mean to go on with any proba- 
bility of success in manufacturing our woolens, 
and especially those of good ^uabty, the protec- 
tion to the material furnished in the country, and 
the protection to the manufluitureron the woolens, 
should keep pace fori posnt. The Senator from 
Virginia says the redootions ought to keep pace; 
but now prettily has he verified that in hie propo- 
sition ! He baa actually produced here to you, a 
bill which he proposes to substitute for the House 
bill, reducing the duty on all wool to eight per 
cent., and reducing the duty on woolen -goods 
from thirty to twenty-three per cent. That he 
calls pari pa»u .' He has actually increased the 
protection on cotton manufactures by taking them 
out of the twenty-five per cent, schedule, and 
- ting them in the thirty per cent, i^hedule. 



Mr. HUNTER. I reduce cottons from twenty- 
five to twenty-three per cent. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Yes; but yon put them 
into the thirty per cent, scale, and nien ndnce the 
scale. 

Mr. HUNTER, What matter if I reduce the 
duly ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Bat if you had left them 
in the r^lar scale, they would have been reduced 
still more. ' 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Wheo the Senator was 
going to reduce the schedule in which cottons 
were, he was very careftil to take them out, and 
put them in the next highest schedule, and then 
reduce the whole. That is the way to save cot- 
tons. Why is that? Are not the cotton manu- 
(hcturen doing well enough t I do not know 
whether they are or not; I ao not know as much 
about them as about the woolen manufiicturers. 
I suppose the difference is that cotton manufac- 
turers use a southern material, and by this ar- 
rangement may secure aouthem votes. Tou are 
to reduce the duty on wool to ei^t per cent., 
and then by getting the mannftcturers and their 
friends and the South to join tocether, it might 
be supposed the measure could l>e carried, and 
wool oe pulled over our eyea. That is the bid; 
that is the offer; i do not know that it will suc- 
ceed; probably it wilt; but I desire that it shall 
not succeed without its being distincdy under- 
stood that the wool is not so pulled over our e^s 
that we cannot understand it and see through it. 

Sir, if we ever expect to succeed and render 
ourselves an independent people as to our manu- 
factures, BO as not to be dependent on a foreign 
supply which may be cut off in war, or at any 
time their caprice may dictate, we should keep 
our duty port postu on the raw material, and on 
the manufactured article. Do you not believe 
that we can produce fine wool io this country ? 
If anything depends on the elinwte, if anything 
depends on the nature of the soil, if anything de- 
pends OR discernment and enterprise, is it poasible 
that we cannot succeed in this country? All we 
need is the ordinary protection which is given to 
American industry — such as is given to manufac- 
turca. If the manufacturer will cut loose from 
ua, if he will demand a high duty on woolenB,and 
require wool to be free, we shall be reduced again 
necessarily to our colonial condition. How long 
will manufhcturers succeed in that way? When 
the wool^growii^ interests shall be broken up, 
the wool grower, with the rest of the people, will 
say to the mannfkcturcr, " Why sbbU I keep 
twenty, thirty, or forty per cent, duty on foreign 
woolens?" The answer will be that the manufhc- 
turer nlay furnish woolen goods at the same rate 
as the foreign manufacturer. " Will that do me 
any good ? You are going to get your wool from 
abroad ; and why should I keep up a duty to help 
the price of woolens merely for yourbenefit, while 
I leave the nation in the same dependence that it 
was before?" It is not possible that any system 
of that kind can be perpetuated ; and if it be 
entered upon, it must prove disastrous to the 
manufacturers ultimately, because it must b^ak 
down. 

For these reasons, in my opinion, the House 
bill admitting fi-ee of duty fine wools above fifty 
cents a pound ought to be struck out, and that pro- 
vision for letting in coarse wools free of duty ought 
tobeperfeeted by striking out that part which ex- 
cludes them if they have thirty-tRree per cent, of 
dirt, because that will shut them out. If you 
reduce ^e duty on woolena we cannot expect 
thatyouVill keep it at iu present rate on wools; 
but do not reduce the woolens from thirty to 
twenty-three, and wool from thirty to eight per 
cent. , 

I am not at all tenacious of changing the House 
bill; I do not think it will produce any disastrous 
effect if it goes as it is; but I mus'tsay,inall can- 
dor, that I think that portion in relation to fine 
wools had better be stricken out, and the other 
portion perfected. I look on this whole process 
of changing the tanff at the present moment as 
temporary — I will not say tcmporizing.^p'he 
exigencies of the moment, which press on the 
people in regard to the surplus in the Treasury, 
are such thiu.tbey wish to reduce the revenue. I 
think proper measures ahould m taken to redaoe 



the revenue, but I know of only two courses to 
do that with certainty by a tariff. Whatever yon 
putpn the free list, of course cannot augment the 
revenue. You may bring in as many artielee as 
you please frte of duty, and you cannot thereby 
augment the revenue; and, therefore, whatever 
articles subject to .duty you put on the free list, 
you reduce, by so much, the revenue. There is 
only one other way of reducing the revenue fay a 
tanff, and Uiat is, to take some artidea and pro- 
hibit their importatioo altogether. There are bat 
these two extreme eonrsea; there im no middio 
course that will effect the object with certainty. 
I do not say that experiments mi^t not be made 
in a succession of years to do it; but I any that 
the problem of ^educing duties so as to reduce 
the revenue, is altogether too nneertain to speak 
of. There are so many considerations, ao many 
elements entering into it that yon cannot calcu- 
late with certainty. By reducing the duty Jo^ 
increase impertationsundereertaindlvumBtanees, 
and again you may reduce the duties and yet 
reduce your importations and stiU iocreue your 
revenue, because of the rise of the price of the 
article. 

Again, yon may reduce revenue by inereaamg 
the duties. This, however, is altogether an ex- 
periment. It is entirely uncertain whether yog 
will do it or not. It may be that you win increase 
your revenue or decrease it. You may even let 
the duty stand as it is, and import precisely as 
much OS you did last year, and yet have a 
revenue greatly increased or greatly dirainiabed, 
but espeoally mcreased, because the tendency of 

E rices is to rise. The surplus which yon now 
ave in the Treasury is not the natural and ordi- 
nary result of commerce, or of the increase of 
our people; it is the result of the increase of gold. 
I do not say there is no other element; but that 
is the largest element in the composition that has 
increased the price on everything you import. 
Your duties are laid adcaferm; and, aaprieea of 
articles rise, yourrevenueaincreasewidioat your 
increasing your importations. The House biB 
increases the free list, and therefore it dimmiahea 
the revenue, because you cannot get any revenue 
out of those articles which pay no duty. The 
effects of any other chanjges are exceedin^y prob- 
lematical. Theprob(U>ility is, that the scale of the 
Senator from Virginia, or the scale fixed by on 
Finance Committee, would increase the revenue. 

Both these plans go on Uie assumption that the 
present arrangement of the aobednles by the tariff 
of 1646 ia right. That ia aaaoraii^ irtiat I think 
no man hai a right to amme. If tune permitted, 
I think I could uiowthat the arrangement of the 
schedules of the present tariff is far from being 
conformable to the approved principles of polit- 
ical economy. It is very Msy to fix a tariff if yoa 
mean to have a single hcwizontal rate of duties oa 
all importations; but yon vary from that, up and 
down, as the circumstancai of particular cases 
demand. For instance, you lay a lat;ger per- 
centage on articles of luxury. All discernhig 
people have done so. We freqaenily talk about 
the income tax of En^and, the vinoow lax, the 
horse tax, the servant taX) but look for a moment 
at the manner in which they affect the people. 
They tax only an excess of windows beyond 
three in a house, so that every poor man can nave 
the light of heaven without taxation. On dl 
chimneys but one, on all servants beyond a ainett 
household servant, dn all incomes beyond ^lOO, 
or ^SOO, they lay a lax. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to make a suggestioB 
to the honorable Senator from Vermont. There 
seems to be a dikposition on the part of the Smats 
to dispose of this question at ■cms time daring 
the present sitting. It is now half past four 
o'clock; and I surest that between now end six 
o'clock we may get our dinners, and then come 
bade in a condition to dispose of the quoMion ti^ 
day. 

Mr. PUQH. We cannot dispose of it to-day. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I have bo idea chat tlua 
whole subject of the tariff is to be arranged in aix 

hours. 

Mr. STUART. I thoitght there was a dispo- 
sition to do that, and I think we can try it better 
after we have had our dinners. If (he Senator 
from Vermont will yield me the floor, I will mon 
that the Senatf ialB9 1 MMM ttBta NX o^o^. 
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Mr. COLLAMEEL I yield the floor for that 

)urpose. 

Mr. PUGH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will- not 
idjourn. I wish simply to lay, onoe for all, that 
r we are to act on this matter, we shall have to 
ict on it to-night, for to-morrow we must go on 
rith the appropriation bills. It is for the Senate 
aay whether we shall act on it at all. i am 
rilling toagraetomreceuibut not to onadjomrn- 
nent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Biaoi in 
he chair.) The Senator from Ohio iui moved 
bat the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate take 
, recess until Kolf post six o'eloek. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BVENINO BBSBION. 

The Senate reasaembled at half post sixo'clock, 
I. m., and resumed, as in Committee of the 
Vliole, the eonuderation of the bill (H. R. No. 
S6) reducing the duty on imports, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire, Mr. President, 
9 make a few quotations from books and paners 
rhieh I had not with me this morning, and which 
was compelled to reftr to from memory. I said 
hat in England it had been found most prolit- 
ble in their farming to raise coarse wool and 
mpori the fine wool, and of course they let in 
lie fine wool free of duty for the benefit of their 
nanufacturers. We find it for our interest to 
aise the fine wool, and are witling to let in coarse 
root for the benefit of the manufacturers, if they 
rant it without duty. That is the difference in 
lie two cases. To show how the Briiish market 
■ supplied with fine woo), 1 have before me the 
Iritish Almanac for this year, which states that 
' the quantity of woo) imported the past year 
ito the United Kingdom was 99,300,000 pounds" 
-f stated from memory that it was 93,000,000 
ounds — " of which74,612,000 pounds were from 
lie British posseasiona out of Europe" — that is- 
fie Australia wool — " and there was reSxported 
9,453,000 poiuida," which leaves the amdhnt 
ney imported in the whole, taking out the quan- 
ity reexported, just about what they received 
:om Ausiratia, their own province, as I aaid. I 
poke also of the present price of our wool. I 
rish to verify my statement by the prices cuirent 
rhich 1 have before me. Last week, in Boston, 
lie Saxony fleeces broughtftom sixty to seventy 
enta, and the merinoet from fifty-four to sixty 
enifl per pound. 

Immediately before the recess, I was speaking 
f the manner in which, according to ue ordi- 
arily accepted princi|rfes of polittcal economy, 
uties should be laid. Theyore laid in all coun- 
ries, in a great measure as far as practicable, so 
B to bring the burden of taxation on luxuries, 
n wealth. I was calling to mind some instances 
» as to show that the British interna) taxes are 
ivied for that purpose — the British income tax, 
le window tax, the servant tax. 

The plan of the Senator from Virginia and 
i&t of the Finance Committee, go on the prin- 
iple of preserving in a great measure the propor- 
oos of the present schedules, and scaling tnem 
own. That goes on the ground that the present 
oat of duty is just and proper in the tariff as 
ow molded. That is very far from true. If 
re are to mold and shape our finances with a 
iew to any degree of permanence, that cannot 
e taken as a sound basts. For instance, dia- 
tondtf now pay only fifteen per cent., when 
rooien cloths, which everybodyuses, are at thirty 
m cent.; wines are at thirty per cent., while 
randy and spirits are at one hundred; silks are 
t twenty-five, while woolens are at thirty per 
ent. Silks are articles of luxury* used by peo- 
le of wealth, who cau afford to gratify their 
istes, and nobody has any objection to that; but 

inetflt thst the duties which are levied upon a 
ilk dresa should not be the same by percentage 
a upon an article of the utmost necessity, like 
Tinted calico, wanted by all people, and especi- 
lly by the poor. That, however, is the present 
ost of the tariff, and there is nothing in either 
f these plans which propona to maks any new 



apportionment so as to have the duties levied on 
articles of luxury. 

I wish now, Mr. President, to show who are, 
in point of fact, the producers of wool and sheep. 
Originally, in this country the sheep was intro* 
duc«id into the eastern part of the United States, 
into New England, New York.and Pennsylvania, 
and Maryland somewhat. It is said they are di> 
miniahing. That is not true; bat then it is said 
they are not inoreasing in proportion to the pop- 
ulation. That is not exactly true.- Nothing is 
shown to prove it. The only foundation that I 
sfee for the allegation is the fact that the fine sheep 
have passed into a different section of the conn- 
try, are now owned and raised by a different order 
or peoplein adifferentquarterof thecountry. All 
that we know positively is from the returns of the 
census of 1B40 and the rest is matter of esti- 
mation. In the State of Vermont, in 1840, we 
had 3,600,000 sheep; in 1850, 3,400,000. You 
see the number has diminished there, bat 1 can 
show various reasons why that is the case. Iii 
all theNewEngUmd States they diminished firom 
1840 to 1850; but let us see where they went. 
Illinois, which in 1840, hadG59,000sheep,in 1850 
had 9,150,000. Michigan, which in 1840, had 
153,000, in 1850 had 3,043,000. Ohio, which had 
3,600.000 in 1840, in 185U had 10,690,000. New 
York, in Uiat period, increased from 9,000,000 to 
over 10,000.000. The sheep in Pennsylvania in- 
crease about half a million. In Kentucky they 
increased iVom 1 ,700,000 to 2,300,000; in North 
Carolina from ^,000 to 970,000. 

It thus appears that the raising of these sheep 
has passed to western New York, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois. Those 
States are now the growers of the fine wool sheep. 
The finest qualities of wool ore in Peaneylvania, 
and Ohio, and some in western Virginia. It is, 
therefore, not merely for my own eoustitnenu in 
the State of Yarmont that I speak- If we are to 
take these returns as correct, their direct interest 
in this question is diminishing; but I soy again, 
these tables do not show the extent of^the in- 
crease. The Secretary of the Treasury calculates 
merely the rate of increase from 1840 to 1850, and 
shows that at that rate we now raise about forty 
to sixty millions pounds of wool, whereas every 
manufacturer of intelligence in the United Slates 
knows that for two or three years we have raised 
and sold and uted much over sixty milhons 
pounds. 

I desne now to call the attention of the Senate 
to where the broaddotbs — which it is proposed 
to allow our manufhcturers to make by bringing 
in fine wools from abroad, dutyfree— come from, 
and how they are paid for. They are mainly- 
German cloths, made from the Saxony sheep. If 
gentlemen will turn to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury's report upon commerce and navigation, they 
will find where the woolens come from. We 
cannot exactly ascertain, because all the German 
woolens do not come to us through the same port. 
Some come through England, and some through 
Havre. We have, however,in this i«port,ataDla 
of woolen piece goods that came throujrii Bremen, 
and they amounted to $3,600,000. Those flrom 
England amounted to $500,000, and those from 
France, on the Atlantic, to $3,500,000. It would 
appear from this that nearly half these imports 
came from England; but if attention is paid to 
jrtatement No. 19 in this report, exhibiting die 
indirect trade of the United States, it appears that 
of thepiece goods, $6,000,000 came from the Zoll- 
Verein, which is composed of Prussia and the 
States associated with her in the Trades-Union, 
including Bremen. By the same table it appears 
that in the past year there has been imported into 
this country from the Zoll-Verein, mainly through 
^e Bremen line, and partly th/ough Havre and 
England, (16,491,000 worth of various manofac- 
tures. When the Bremen line of steamers was 
established, in 1847, our trade with that country 
was about$3,000,000annaBllyin round nnmbera. 
In a period of ten years that eommeroe has ran up 
from 13,000,000 to $16,000,000. This has been 
done since the establiahment of the Bremen line 
of steamers. I invite the attention of the Senator 
from Virginia to the fact that last year we im- 
ported 116,000,000 worth from the ZoJt-Verein, of 
which between #6,000,000 and $7,000,000 worth 
were woolen goods. How wen they paid fiw f 



Let me turn the gentleman to table No. I, in the 
same document, showing the domestic ex|>orts. 
He win there find that Bremen lost year took 
$4,330,000 worth of cotton. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does tlie gentleman moan to 
argue that we ought to legislate so ua to di.iuour- 
age our woolen manufactures ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator will Ix itr my 
oigumont as I go on, if he chooses to atituU to 
it. I nid Bremen reoetved $4,000,000 worth of 
oureotton. Itisthe third portinonrexportatioDS 
of cotton — ^Liverpool being the first uid Havre- 
the second. At Hamburg, in the same quarter, 
^,350,000 worth of our tobacco was received. 
These two items give us about seven millions of 
dollars — enough to paylbnhe bruodclotii we im- 
portedfVom the Zoll-Verein. Thearri. .i"i.:whidi 
I deduce fVom this — I address it eii.intly tn gen- 
tlemen from the South — is, whether it is a good, 
arrangement for the southern people to hare wool 
imported here at a low, nominal, or no duty, 
worked up into dothsand sold here, and tho trade 
of the Zoll-Verein cut off, these cloths to supply 
the place of those? In other words, is Umi e oHy 
agreement made by whicli northern mtinufac- 
turers will take Just as much cotton and tobac(M> 
as the Zoll-Verein takes, because if that agreement 
is not made, it will be a bed trade for your part of 
the countiT. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have heard the Senator'n- 
argument, and I think it amounts to this: that ws 
most so legislate as to discourage domestic man- 
ufactures, in order to import from abroad. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is the gentleman^ 
conclusion. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is the fair conclusion 
from the Senator's appeal. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Probably we differ very 
materially on that point. 1 have never intimated 
that any manufactures should be discouraged. 
I have laid down my proposition, and what I 
now say, in my humble judgment, is perfectly 
consistent with it. ' My proposition is, tnat there 
should be no manufacture made by legislation- 
which cannot sustain itself with the matorials it 
works upon produced in this country. 

Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to ask the Senator 
how the English cotton manufactnren are ana- 
tained? Tlwy do not prtKiucs the cotton, cat- 
tain^. 

Mr. COLLAMER. England is in a constant, 
distressing state of Atftndenet for foreign cottons; 
a condition of dejMndenee which this country 
should not inenr in relation to our necessary 
supply of wool. Any man can in two minutes 
pat a question that is capable of a perfect an- 
swer, and which has been answered a hundred 
times, when he knftws that the answer will take 
so long that nobodi^rould Usten to it. I have 

« tempted to shom^Md I think I have shown, 
at the condition ^Pthings in England and. in 
America in relation to woolen go(^s is utterly 
and directly opposite to each o£er. The Eng- 
lish find it nest for themselves, in the condition 
of their agriealtare, to laise only coorso wool. 
That is the reason they are wilting to introduon 
fine wool at little or no daty, because it does not 
compete with their home production. On ths 
other hand, we hove been and are trying to raise 
and have been somewhat encouragea to raise, th» 
fine wool. We are willing in the same way to 
admit coarse wool ftee of duty for the benefit of 
the manufhetnrers. We are directly at opposita 
points of the heavens, separated tota cato, and yet, 
because I say things could not be managed hers 
as in England, the Senator from Virginia tries to 
make out that I have involved myself in incon- 
sistency.- I admit no such thing. I say tliat if 
we permit the home-produced article of wocd to 
be protected as the manufactured article is — and 
we ask nothing further — we can then go on and 
be able to fVumish all our fine wool. While that 
is being done, trade may go on, and all may be 
operating weU for the difl^rat parts of thn coun- 
try — for the northern and eastern wool grow«r, 
as well as the southern cotton planter and to- 
bacco planter. 

Before I conclude, I bpg leave to call atiention 
to one other topic' It is quite obvious, Mr. 
President, that the j>roposed subsiiiuiu of the 
Senator ih>m Virginia is framed with i\ ^i'-vr to 
makoonaatapin I 
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plwM to can it; thit iMt one tbp lowaids free 
tnde. Tbfn on Joaar men who on dewroue 
of ^ing not only the fint step, but the whole 
journey; and we muet coouder Uie fint step u 
mtering upon the journey with a view to accom- 
plish the end. I beliere the Senator from Geor- 
gia [Mr. TooMBi] once ATOwed that it waa bis 
purpose to bring us to free trade. 1 believe gen* 
llemen will thinlc better of that when tbey come 
to reflect how it ia to be done. Itwilt be remem- 
bered that by the Constitution of the United 
States direct taxes are to be spponioned among 
the several 8UM aceordiiK to their repraiuita- 
tire iMpulatton. I take it that free trade is direct 
taxation. If we do not collect our revenues from 
imports, we must of course collect them by direct 
taxes, unless we fiill into the opinions of Barney 
Olenn, who held that all expenses ought to m 
paid out of the Treosory, and that there should 
M DO taxes. Let us for a few moments consider 
the effect of direct taxation. There are some 
Tcry plain elements which lie within our reach 
on that topic. In the first place, we have about 
tventy-fiTe millions of people. In the next |rfaee, 
it mast bs admitted on aU hands, that we want 
about fiftr millions of dollars a year Ibr the ex- 
penses or the QoTemment at the present time. 
That ia regarded as an economical sum in the pres- 
ent condiuon of the country. We have twenty- 
S.m millions of representatiTS population, and as 
ve want fifty millions of doOan, of course the tax 
must bs two dollars a head. Toe problem is one 
of easy application, and we can readily see bow 
much each State would have to pay according to 
its population. Take the State of Indiana, which 
at the last censua bad 988,416 people. Her pro- 
portion would be |l,976,838—«llB0St two nillions 
of doUara. Suppose we were to take fbom the 
Bute of Indiana by direct taxation, |9,000,000 a 
year, to be collected in specie, carried oat of the 
State, and expended out of the Statet what would 
be its efiect repeated year after year i The State 
of Ohio had l,9d0,000people according to the last 
eensos, and her proportion would be |3,9G0|000 
m year* almost four millions of dollars. Suppose 
ve were to levy by direct taxation on the land and 
buildings in the State of Ohio |4,000,000 a year in 
■pecie, carry it out of the State, and use it for the 
Army and Navy and other eovemmental pur- 
poses, expending' none of it there, unless indeed 
what little the delegation in Congress might by pos> 
sibility save out of their salaries and carry homs. 
Take the State of North Carolina. Apply to her 
the constitutional three fifths rule as to alavea, and 
ker representatiTepopalation ia 754,000, and their 
unaal taxes would be ^1*508.000. 

I ask gentlemoi how loo^ they suppose it 
would be possible for the Sjates to endure this } 
I believe a great security a^HSt such a result u| 
found in the fact that our um-holdiog brethreff 
would then have to take an apportionment of 
taxes according to representation^ and would, on 
that account, companng their white people with 
the white people of the free States, have more 
taxes to pay. That furnishes one security that 
it is not likely to be adopted. But I put it now 
■a if it were adopted*, and I ask how could States 
like North Caroiiiia bear it ? I«ige commercial 
States, like New York and Massacbusstta, and 
perhaps Maryland, are accustomed to the con- 
stant use of lai^ sums of money, and would not 
realize it so m^; but I take Slates which are 
not commercial States, such as North Carolina. 
Here is a million and a half of dollars to be levied 
on North Carolina, to be carried out of that State 
and spent abroad. I need not multiply worda to 
■how that that would be utterly unendurable. It 
would depopulate the State in five yean. It 
would be impracticable. The taxes could not 
be paid for five years in aoeeession. I have no 
donbt it would absorb the whole circulating me- 
dium of the State in two years, so that there 
would not be a aii^le dollar left in cirenlation. 

I need not take time on this question. I simply 
desire to show what is involved in the idea of tree 
trade. It nay be a venr Utopian fancy of gen- 
tlemen to say we should very much economize 
the eypsosea of Government if we bad to put our 
kands in our popkets daily, and we should have 
leas corruption ftuidf . 8uU it ia very desirable, 
Mm we takt any ilHwin tluit di)«etiop, to count 
^ooal. 



' I have, Mr. President, passed over the various 
topics to which I wuAed to cell particular atten- 
tion on this occasion, and I desire to make a brief 
recifpitolation in closing. 1 say, in relation to the 
protection of woolen gooda, that the attempt which 
I believe is here made to undertake to set up 
manufactories to be supplied by foreign materiu, 
and that, too, by taking off the protection from 
the home supply and discouraging it, will, if put 
into operation, have the effect of creating aforced 

firotectiott which cannot bv possibility endure, 
n the next {dace, I utterly deny that there is any 
foondation at all for ths remark that thiseountiy 
is not competent to the ^odnction of the finest 
wool in sufficient Quantities with proper protec- 
tion. We have all the varieties of climate and 
soil adapted to the productions of any part of the 
worid, and especially the growing of sheep of all 
the different qualities that may be required. In 
the next place, I deny the suggestion that, by 
letting in foreigo wool for the benefit of the man- 
oAicturers, you will enable tbem togetit cheaper, 
and at the same time fumiah a market to the wool 
growers to sell it dearer. I insist, also, that this 
matter of undertaking to get rid of the surplus 
revenue of the Treasury, can never be effeetM u 
proposed by the plan of the committee, or of the 
Senator from Vimnia. I insist Airther, that it 
is not ime that there is any occasion of slarm 
in consequence of the condition of the Treasury, 
for the sagacity of the community will adapt 
themselves to it. Indeed, I regard the result of 
throwing out this quantity of money, besides the 
amounts that are semi-monthly received from Cal- 
ifornia, and England is constantly receiving from 
Austridia, so fiur from producing any beneficial 
effect in pouit of fact, would produce an overflow 
of importation! which would glut the maikets of 
this country, and disturb the commercial relations 
of the people. By leaving the money where it is, 
we shall leave the community gradually to adapt 
their labors to the great and increasing quantity 
of gold coming into use. With these remarks, I 
leave the eubiect. 

Mr. PUQH. Mr. President, in the month o( 
July, 1846, the representatives of the Democratic 
party in Congress attempted to fnuve a tariff 
act upon the principles then and nowprofessed 
in thenationalDemoeratioplatfbnn. Tbet^ject 
of that act— whatever its detects of detail— was to 
levy duties on those imported articles which 
would certainly produce a revenue to the Grov- 
emment; and , subordinate to this object, wherever 
discriminations were made, that the heaviest tax- 
ation should be upon articles of mere luxury, and 
the lightest taxauon upon auch articles of general 
necessity as the United States did not produce or 
manufactUTC. I understand that to be the policy 
heretofore proclaimed by the Democratic party ; 
and I agree to it as a Senator and as an individ- 
ual. I am oppoaed, therefore, to one feature of 
the amendment reported by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Hdntek] to the bill from the House 
of Representatives. That feature is not only a 
departure from the details settled by the act of 
July 30, 1846, but is in violation of Democratic 
pobeyaod principles. I donot believethata more 
objectionaMe provision was ever made in the 
worst days of the protective tariff system. 

The House of Representatives would aecure 
protection to the manufacturer, at the expenae of 
alt other persons, by an enlargement of the list 
of articles upon which no dutjr is to be levied; 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Baoo- 
HBAn,] an advocate of the protective aystcra, to 
some extent, tells us that free trade in what he 
calls. the "raw material" would be very advan- 
tageous. Thie phrase " raw material ' ' seema to 
mean, however, dnly those articles in the growth 
or production of which hia conatituents are not 
interested. Now, air, if the country ia prepared 
to adopt an absolute system of free tnide, with 
its consequence, direct taxation, I will not object; 
for whatever Question I might make as to the 
convenience or auch a aystem, I have been ihor- 
oughly convinced, by an experience of one year 
in Congress, that my constituents will fare better, 
much better, than under the present ayatem of 
indirect taxation, coupled with the exchiaive pat- 
ronage, power, and protection bestowed by this 
Qovenunent on the Atlantic States. 
The Senator from Viiginia bai ontdpne the 



Honae of RepfeeentBtivBs in affbrding proteetim 
to manufkctnren, and this by a transfer of arti- 
des from one schedule, named in the act of July 
30, 1846, to another schedule. He tells us that 
the proposed reduction is equally upon manu- 
factured and unmanufactured articles. Let us 
examine. Under the actof July 30, 1846, mrjiu- 
factures of wool and wool unmanufactured were 
subjected alike to a duty of thirty per cent. ; and 
why not? If Congress should look only to the 
aources of revenue, as some contend, these two 
descriptions of articles must be retained. We 
can rely on tkem to produce, from year lo year, 
a large amount of revaana — mfiUient, with other 
stapks of importation, to defray all the ezpendi< 
tures of the Government. But the Senator now 
proposes to reduce the duty on woolen goods, 
manufactured, from thirty to twenty-three per 
cent,, and the duty on wool, unmanufactui^, 
from thirty to eight per cent. And that be calls 
a properttMoUa reduction ! Sir, it is neither id 
keeping with the details of the act of July X, 
1846, nor with the principles that act was intended 
to iUustrate, It la only a scheme to afford the 
manofiMturer of woolen goods a jHotection which 
the autbota of the act of 1846 never designed — and 

rrotection,too,atthe expense of the serieultonst. 
t is nothing less than a requirement that the agri- 
culturist shall rive tribute to the manufacturer. 

It is worth vrnile, in this conoection, to observe 
another facL The tariff of 1B46 classed the man- 
ufiictures of cotton in schedule D, and imposed 
on them a duty of twenty-five per cent. Ths 
amendment of the Senator fVom Virginia reduces 
the duty on all articles contained in schedule D 
to nineteen per cent.; but itssecond section trans- 
ftrs the manu&etmea of cotton from schedule D 
to Bchedule C, and ao the duty on them is only 
reduoedfrom twenty-five to twenty-thr^ percent. 
I ask pemoeratic Senators, who nave resisted the 
doctrine of protection to manufocturers at the ex- 
pense oftbe agriculturist, for the last fifteen yean, 
to exj^n this novel ayafom of " proporlioiwble" 
reductions. The manufactures of cotton fall from 
twenty-five to twentyHhree per cenL; the manu- 
factures of wool from thirty to twenty-three pbr 
cenk-.and wool, unmanufhetnred.faUafrom thirty 
to eight per cent. 

There are several other insunces of this kind. 
Instead of adhering to the schedules constituted 
by the act of July 30, 1846, the Senator has vio- 
lated them; and therein has violated the principle 
of the act itself, and given a protection to manu- 
facturera as unjust and inordinate as they would 
desire. I do not traoi^ress the bounds of tniih 
when I declare that the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Vi^inia.is more thoroi^bly a protect- 
ive tariff than the bill which the I^use of Repre- 
sentatives has adopted. Not only so— not only 
does it sacrifice the agricolturiat to the manufac- 
turer, but it diacriminates unjuatly between agri- 
cultural intereals. There are certain interests of 
agriculture which it was thought advisable, in 
July, 1646, lo protect from the influence of foret^ 
competition. The cultivation of the sugar-cane 
is one of theae— an tnlereat which requires the 
labor, and, to a great extent, measures the value, 
of African slaves. This interssti I aay, was sup- 
posed to require some protection at the hands of 
the Government, and to afford , dso, an iodispuu- 
ble source of revenue. Upon the latter ground, 
perhaps, many voted against placing sugar on the 
free hat. The duty on that article is bat slightly 
reduced. The duties on iron are but slightly re- 
duced. But when the Senator from Virginia came 
to wool— an article in reference to which the same 
arguments were applicable — he dealt with am un- 
sparing band. May I ask the reason of this? 
What end is to be subserved i . 

The Senator tella us, to be sure, that he desi^s 
to reduce the revenue. If so, sir, why not im- 
pose a proportionable reduction, at least, of the 
duty on cotton manufactured goods ? Why were 
they tranaferred from their former schedule ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I will tell the Senator. The 
duty^ on manufactures of cotton, not otherwise 
provided for, is reduced from tweaty.five to twen- 
ty-three percent.; and they are left with the aame 
duty as that imposed on manufactures <^ wool, 
iron, sugar, and hemp. Ia it not just that they 
shoiild stand in (be aame scheduler 
Mr. PUGH. I a.*nJipt debating thitfqueatioa 
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atpreient. The Senator B&id that he had adbered 
to the schcdales contained in the Mt of Joly 30, 
1646, aa well ai to itsprindple. 

Mr. HITNTER. The Seootor ia mwtaken. X 
•aid I adopted that aa the bosit; bat niy plan was 
to take the schedules of 1846, with some altera- 
tions and trenafeta. 

Mr. PUGH. The olteratioDe and transrera 
completely disarrange the schedules. I admitted 
thai the ^oator had aomewhat reduced the duty 
on cotton mannfscturea; bat if we are to turn 
from the question of mere revenue to the question 
of justice and equality, I ask him why so great 
reouction of the duty on wool? 

Mr. HUNTER. Beeanae the reaction apon 
wool, in my opinion, would not injue it in the 
least. I evn my reasons fbr this ofnnion. 

Mr. PUGH. I UMened to the Senator atten- 
tively. I heard him express that opinion, but 1 
beard no reesoBs assigned for it. I will not so 
Far trespass on the patience of the Senate as to 
engage in the aivameDtof thatqueation. Indeed, 
)ir, 1 will not add a syllable to the complete and 
loanswerable demonstration which the Sena- 
«rfrom Vermont [Mr. CoLL&MEa] has just con- 
cluded. The tnitb is, Mr. President, that a re- 
luction of the doty upon anmanafhetared wool 
las been the chief objeet of thia enterprise from 
ts commencement. It bs^an with this; it has 
wen proaeculed only for thiai and if thia dionld 
ail, we are admonished that the tariff cannot be 
tmended at all. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has preached 
m annual discourse on " free wool'* ever since 
le came into ofliee. The reports of the Congrea- 
tional Globe show that the noose of Rei»eaent- 
itives never was permitted to consider thia subject 
vith any degree of fairness. As soon as one 
icheme, proposed by the Committee of Waya 
ind Means, qad been examined, and its eoormi' 
ies exposed, the eomminee withdrew that and 
ubmitted another scheme, and another, and (I 
telieve) still another. And after the House in- 
Licated distinctly that it would not sacrifice the 
voo\ grower to the woolen manufaotorer, a sub- 
ititute wv offered, contoini^ that artful provis- 
on which the Senator from '^^rmont has jaatex- 
)osed; and by the aid of the previous question, 
vith no Opportunity for debate, the subsUtnte 
eama to have been wrced through the House and 
ent to us. Well, sir, lookdng about for deliver- 
tnce from this great wrong, threatened upon my 
«natitueola, what could more surprise me than 
o discover the Democratic cbairmaa of the C%n- 
aittee on Finance — a Senator fttim the agricul- 
ural and Demooratic State of Virginia, preparing 

deal a worse — a &tal blow ! 

I repeat, sir, that a reducUon of the duties on 
rool would aeam to have been the only punoae 
't thoae who prtrfbas to deaire a redaction of the 
lublic revenue. The Secretary of the Treasury 
las never allowed the general subject to be con- 
idcred, for an instant, without presenting the 
taxticulor question also. He has exhausted all 
he aru of sophistry and plausible statement, 
dA at length betaken himself to figures — ^those 
igures of which the Senator from Vermont has 
nade such cruet application. It is the misfortune 
if our Govenunent that whenever a public ques- 
iotj has been proposed— ^ne which should be 
iecided purely with reference to pablie emiaidenr 
ions — some special, mean, selBsh interest has 
nterpoaed to defeat wise and jostcouns^. Here 

1 a great question of amending the financial lavs 
f the Government, with a view to lessen the 
9Lxes of our people, and to prevent the accumu- 
\tion of coin in the Treasury; it ought to be de- 
ided with fairness, and a due regard to the wel- 
Ae of all. And yet a few manufacturers of 
/'oolen ^oods in New England and New York 
,ave seized upon it, and perverted the whole en- 
arprise into a scheme for aacrificing the wool 
rower of the Weat to their own anrandizemenL 
7his reduction of the duty on wou to eight per 
cnt. is the essence of the amendment to wbidi 
be Senator from Vi^inia has ^ven his authority 
nd great name. It is the object to be accom- 
iliahed by means of all these tranafera and this 
ircumlocution. I have not satd so, Mr. Presi- 
ent, with any intention of unkindnesa. I have 
o such sentiment toward the Senator from Vir- 
^iK— none aaeh towarl Aa Saactlarjr of the 



Treasury, or the chairman of the Committee of 
Waya and Means. I think all of them have been 
misled and dsceived, grossly, upon this subject. 

Th«re are other feetorea of theSenator^amaMt- 
ment in reapect to the propriety of which I enter- 
tain serious doubts. By the act of July 30, 1846, 
a duty of one hundred per cent, was imposed on 
brandies and distilled spirits; and this for the 
resson that they were articles of mere luxury, 
and should sustain the most onerous burdens of 
taxation. The Senator has runitted almost two 
thirds of that taxation— reduced the duty from 
one hundred to thirty per cent. But, sir, I am 
so anxious to remit the present surplus in our 
public revenue, and thereby prevent lae extrava- 
gance of appropriationa in which the Government 
has lately indulged, aa well as to rsboke the cor- 
ruption which now stalks shamelesdy before our 
sight, that I will consent to any proposition short 
of ab«oIute ruin-to my conautuents. I appeal, 
therefore, to the representatives of the agneultu- 
ral States, whether in the North or the South, to 
restrain these woolen manufacturers within some 
ressonable limit. 

I know, air, that the Senator from Vimnia be- 
lieves this red uction will be of ultimate advantage 
to the wool grower. That is the pretext on which 
protective tariffs, paper monev, and all other 
achamea of public and privat^pltuider, have been 
excuaed. l cannot but admire that the Senator 
should have been deceived by it, and assure him, 
that with all his abilities, his eloquence, and his 
reputation, he never can persuade the wool grow- 
ers of the United States that they ought to be 
burdened for the mere a^randizement of woolen 
manufacturers. 

Mr. President, I do not tike the principles on 
which this revision of the tariff has been under- 
taken. I am not in favor ofan extensive free list. 
I deaire to approximate equaUty in taxation. I 
believe that the Government fans no rigli.tfu1 au- 
thority to take one dollar from the pocket of 
any citizen, except for its Intimate and neces- 
sary expenses, and that thoae expenses ought to 
be reduced within very narrow Iwunds. I wish 
to see this a Government of small income — one 
which shsll be compelled to husband its resources 
throughout each fiscal year, Ifcst the public ex* 
penditure should exceed the public revenue. 
Then, sir, we wilt have economy in the Govern- 
ment, and with it a prosperous people and honest 
public servants. In levying the amount thus 
required, I wiah to see no preference of classes, 
interMts, or individuals, one above another. For 
this reason, when it is proposed to reduce the 
amount of the Federal revenue, I ob}ecttolaying 
a feather upon the maduftolnrar, and a weight 
upon the agriculturist. 

The legislation now proposed by the Houae 
of Representatives, and oy the Senator firom Vir- 
ginia, has been once tried, and iu mischievous 
consequences fully developed. Beginning; with the 
taritr act of April 37, 1616, and proceedme thence 
to the act of May 33, 1834, and finally to the * ' bill 
of abominations," so called, on the 19th of May, 
1838, this Government pursued a mad career of 
compelling the people at lane to pay tribute to 
the manu&cturers. Then, abo, it became neces- 
sary to limit the revenues of the Qovemment; and 
an act was passed July 14, 1833, by which the 
duties on wines and ue appliancea of luxury 
were reduced, whilst dyeatuSa and other artidea 
requisite for manufactaring purposes were placed 
on the free list. The duties on manufoctured 
goods, however, remained without substantial 
elteration. The result of such a policy will be 
recollected by ail. It drove more than one third 
of tlie States to poverty, and the States of Georgia 
and South Carolina to the verge of secession. 
Will you now repeat this experiment, in order 
to test the loyalty of the northwestern States ? 
There is another excess of public revenue; and 
will you— instead <tf a ftir and proportionaUs 
reduction of the duties on all imported artielea— 
instead of relieving all dasses and interests of the 
community alike irom the burdens of taxation — 
instead of enabling each citizen to participate 
equally with others in the benefits of the Govern- 
ment — will you, I ask, pervert an enterprise so 
meritorious into a mere achema for the sfsran- 
dizement of mana&ctaraia tX tlu expanaa of 
agiknkoiisla? 



I should like to be informed, sir, what enor" 
moos crime a large portion of the citizens of Ohio 
have committed against the Gonstitutfen— ogaliuc 
the peoea and atalnlity of the Union, that ther 
ahoud now be visited irith the pains and penal- 
ties of this Viiginia amendment? They never 
beset the Halls of Congress to obtain spedal or 
unequal legislation. They never engaged in any 
scheme to plunder thepublic Treasury or despod 
the public domain. They have paid you taxes, 
from year to yeuy aa you demanded — taxea 
which impair tndr induaury aad deprive them of 
comfort — taxes which exceed, infinitely, the ad- 
vantages they receive at your hands. These are 
the men who, in war, have left their homes and 
their harvests to repd the puldic enemy, and 
protect the natioosl honor. This great, indus- 
trious, honest, and (I might almost say) dumb 
class of the people— a class which has never im- 
portuned Congress for any favor— a class whidi 
sends no representatives to the lobby or the ante- 
chamber — a class for which you must look to the 
farm and the fireside — this class must now be de- 
sLroved as a holocaust to appease the greedinesa 
of tnose whom Congress has protected by boun- 
ties, by special legisuition of all sorts, by unequal 
appropriations of public money j/rom the first day 
of our exiolanee aa a nation. The Senator firom 
Virginia does not propose to relieve them at oU; 
for whilst he reduces the taxation of others by hi« 
amendment, he inereaaes their taxation — increases 
it, 1 say, because he removes a burden from the 
shoulders of those who are able, prosperous, 
powerful, and places that burden upon the shout- 
dere of those who sustain already as much as they 
are able to bear. 

I have said that the House bill is bad enough, 
because , as the Senator from Vermont has demon- 
strated, the clause relating to the duties upon 
unmanuthctured wool is so framed as to midead 
the agriculturist, to persuade him that he haa 
not been sacrificed, whereas, practically, what- 
ever the intention, he will be mined. But tKe 
House bill does impose a duty of twenty per 
cent,, ad valorem, on some descriptions of unmon- 
ufoetared wool, and the tender mercy of the Sen- 
ator fVom Vuginia reduces even that to eight per 
cent.! What would be said, sir,ifIahoifld pro- 
pose a like reduction of the duty upon sugar? 
Would the Senators from Louisiana be as patient 
aa they now are i And yet there are considera- 
tions peculiar to that question — considerationa 
which, I fVankly allow, it would be cruel toufga 
in the present maimed and helpless condition of 
the cultivators of the sugar-cane, but upon whieb 
I might plausibly enlarge. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator let sugar 
alone and defend irool? He will c^lige me very 
much W doing aoJV 

Mr. PUGEI. I only ask the Senator, then, to 
be as Juat toward my constituents as I have been 
toward bis. I ask other Senators what they 
would pronounce ofabillwhicharbitrarilyaelected 
one interest out of all the interests of agricultore, 
aiTd sacrificed it upon a general assertion like tliat 
made by the Senator from Virginia? 

Sir, my constitnenta engwed in the care of 
sheep understand their case better than the Sen- 
ator does — better than the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or all your congressional committees. They 
oalc BO privil^a. I ask none for them. I demand 
even that you shall levy on them a just and pro- 
portionable shore of the public taxes. I will voto 
to impose that — yes, sir, to the uttermost- dime; 
and I know they will pay it with cheerfulness. 
But I protest that they shall not bear the burdens 
of Aose who are more fortuniUely situated — those 
who are so much nearer the European markets — 
those who have larger capital, more ancient ac- 
cumulations of profit, and fa[oilities which the 
western farmer has not. 

Why, sir, when Ohio sends a barrel of flour to 
the ei^ cS New York ahe muot send it through 
the entire length of the Stoto of New York, and 
compete, at every stage, with the a||rietilturista 
of that State, of northern Pennsylvania, and even 
of the Canadian provinces. Under such compe- 
tition, nevertheless, my constituents do not com- 
plain. But they will complain when, hsvinr dis- 
covered that the climaw and situation of the Stato 
are adapted to the growth of &» wmI, 
nrioua bnadagf^nfi!^ l^J^BtWi" 
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that parauit, upon the invitatioD of the tariff mtt 
approved Jaty 30, 1846, and an now to be de- 
pn ved of all the advantage whicKnatnre bestowed 

on them, and Industry has so much improved. 
Why should they not complain t Have not<the 
manufacturers had enough? From the inception 
of the GhiTemment down to Ail hour, in peace 
and in war, in prosperity and adTermty, at all 
times, the public taxes have been so levied, so 
apportioned, so disbursed, as tp inure to their 
principal advantage. Will they insist apon Airther 
concessions? Heretofore, they have a^ed pro- 
tection at our hands against wbat they call the 
*< pauper labor " of other oountriea; but now they 
demand that the flree laborer of their own coantry 
■hall be sacrificed to their own a^r^ndizement. 
I roittrate, therefore, what I have said. This 
scheme, as it now stands, whether we regard the 
House bill, or the still more objectionable bill of 
the Senator from Vii^nia, begins and ends in a 
proposition that the woolen manufncturer shall 
nave additional protection at the expense of the 
western a'rirulturist, or else there shall be no 
revision of th<; tariff, no reduction of the Federnl 
inconie, no limit to the extravagance which now 
corrupts and undennines the Ghiverament. Very 
well, sir. If that issue mast be determined to- 
night, as the Senator from Virginia declares, I 
am ready for its determination. 

1 canKot doclare, certainlv, whether the amend- 
ment of which the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
AojiM^] has sivcn notice, namely; to remit one 
fourth of all the duties imposed by the act of July 
30, 1846, will or will not reduce the amount of the 
public revenue; but I am certain that it will reduce 
the rates of taxation. I shall vote for that amend- 
ment, although I would prefer a still greater re- 
duction upon tho same prineii^; but I will nerer 
agree to this transfer of unmanufiietured wool 
from iia proper schedule in the act of July 30, 
1846, to tne schedule in which the Senator from 
Virginia proposes to place it. That is unjust and 
unoqnal legislation. It is contrary to the tariff act 
now in force both as to principle and detail. It 
is contrary to the professions and avowed purpose 
of the Democratic parly, from the days of Andrew 
Jacknon to this time. It can be justified upon no 
sound policy or fair argument. It violates the 
Constitution in fact, because it will oppress some 
of the Stdtes for the benefit of others. 

Tho Senator from Vermont propounded an in- 
quiry which the woolen manufacturers would do 
welt to consider. Do you expect stability and 
proHijeriiy in your manufactures, he aeked, after 



. Bupplica of the^ 
abroad? I heard- the vfflirable Senator fVom 
Siiuih Carolina [Mr. ButlerI boaatofthe power 
of the southern Slaton, as against England, not 
many wenks ngo. We hold the cotton manufac- 
turers of En°;Iand, he said, under bond and secu- 
rity to keep the peace. That, sir, is true. We 
hold tlicm byftli»ument tenfold more potentfhan 
all the troatics which this Senate hascver ratified. 
The industrial enterprise of that kinj^om is at 
the mercy of onr cotton planters. What, then, 
would be the condition of the woolen manufac- 
turers in New England if ihegrowth of American 
wool were exterminated? Titey would have In- 
duced themselves lo the abject situation of the 
English cotton manufacturer. Instrictness, there- 
fore, ihis ia not a proposition for the benefit of 
woo'rn mannfncturers, but for the benefit of a 
few persona now engaged in those manufactures, 
who desire apucdily to make enormous fortunes, 
and then abandon the business. 

The Senator from Vermont inquired, also, how 
long the people of the United States would submit 
to Gucli inequalitiea of taxation. I will answer the 
queation for my own constituents. They will sub- 
mit only until ttiey can obtain the power of redress. 
They have nircaay been taught by this Congress, 
that the Constitution of the United States wm not 
be nllowcd the same favorable operation upon the 
country west of the Alleghany Mountains as upon 
the A ilantic shore. Either that Constitution is at 
fiiult, or yea have not truly administeretl it. This 
v/;i-: a gmvc question to our fathers more than 
fifiy yeiirs .i^n, when they purchased the Louis- 
innft Urriiory, and thus secured the free naviga- 
tion of tho Miusisaippi lirer. It may b« ogaio a 



qaestion before some of yoo retire from public 
life. 

But, air, I do not desire — nothing is less con- 
sonant with my disposition than this — to eolaive 
upon such considerations. I appeal rather to toe 
magnanimity of Senators, to their sense of justice, 
and flumeaa, and right. I ask them, as tne np- 
resentatives of sovereign and equal States, to 
hear the remonstrance-which Ohio now makes. 
Whilst other agricultural interests have not been 
oppressed in the hill before na — whilst they have 
been subjected only to a proportionable rate of 
Federal taxation, I ask the Senate to relieve the 
shepherds of the Northwest from the oppresrion 
here threatened. They have been faithftil etti- 
zens of this Republic, have daftnded it in time of 
need, have supported it, obeyed it, and loved it, 
in all circumstances. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the days of 
the Thirty-Fourth Congress are nearly numbered . 
Its few remaining hours are too precious for 
speech. Deeds, not words, should mark the 
closing moments of its existence. Mindful of the 
value of these passing moments, of the intense 
anxiety for action of the people i represent, of the 
pressine neeeasitv Air action now, if we wnold 
act at all , I shall be very brief in what I have to 
say upon this important measure, which crowds 
upon us this night. ^ 

Among all the important metwures which press 
upon us in the crowded hours of this Congress, 
none equals the one before us in importance to 
the Government or to the people. A redundant 
Treasury, in which millions of gold are garnered 
up, requires depletion; a revenue larger than the 
legitimate wants of the Government, exceeding 
even the demands of extravagance itself, requires 
reduction; a productive industry, in which hun- 
dreds of thousands have an interest, and in which 
millions of capital are involved, requires the j 
proper readjustment of the revenue system by 
this Congress before it ceases to exist. The 
present and prospective condition of the.Treas- 
ury, the permanent interests of the Qovemment 
and the people, aliko now demand Jjm modifica- 
tion and revision of the revenuelawraF the United 
States. 

From the merchants, who look with apprehen- 
sion to the present and prospective accumulation 
of coin in the cuwcious vaults of your Independ* 
ent Treasury; from the merchants and manufec- 
turers, who are ever sensitive in regard to the 
adjustment of duties upon imports; from the 
people, who desire an economical administration 
of tne finances of the country, comes the imper- 
ative demand for the immediate modification of 
the tariff act of 1646. Press, iiiail,and telegraph 
bring to us the pressing demands of the people 
to act — ^to act now — to save the country from the 
anticipated effects of the accumulation of hoarded 
millions in the coffers of the Government. 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Collameb] 
sees nothing in' the present condition of the 
finances of the country to excite apprehension 
or alarm. He deprecates this manifestation of 
anxiety by the merchants, the manufacturers, 
and business men of the country. He sees in 
these manifestations, which are Dorne to us on 
every brcoze from the mqneyed, mercantile, and 
manufacturing interests of the North, only at- 
tempts to bring about a reduction of the duty on 
wool — on that article in the production of which 
the people of the State he bo faithftilly and ably 
represents have so large an interest. Business 
men of large experience predict fhat general 
bankruptcy will come upon the country, if the 
revenues are not reduced, if millions of coin are 
permitted to accumulate in the Treasury. The 
SenatorfromVermontscouts all these predictions; 
he deprecates Uie excessive anxiety now mani- 
fested for the modification of the tariff at ^s 
present session. While I do not taWj concur in 
the views of those who anticipate a ffreat com- 
mercial .crisis — a convulsion from the effects of thb 
accumulation of forty or fifty millions of gold in 
the Independent Treasury, "I think no practical 
business man can doubt for a moment that such 
an accumulation of the precious metala will press 
with great severity upon the monetary and nusi- 
ness interests of the people. In view of the 
present condition of the country I do not besi- 
tato to express the opinion^ that this Coogtesst 



tf it fails to redoes the reTsnae* will reoeive, and 
will deserve to reoatvs, dis stem condemnation of 
thepeof^. Sir^if wefltiltOCCBUprehend theeoD- 
dition of the country, to conprehend the duty the 
occasion imposes upon as,anatomeetthe reason- 
able expectations of the people, we shall merit 
the conaemnation of die people whose intereMs 
we have neglected, and whose widws we havs 
disregarded. 

Sir, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Pvoa] has 
indulged in a strain of sartasint invective, and 
denunciation , towards the manufacturers which I 
cannotallowtopassunooticed. Hehasdenuanced 
in unmeasured Isngoage the woolen mannfactiirem 
of the East. He au pronoanoed Uie wotHa 
manufacturers of New Englaod enemies of the 
agriculturists of the West. He sees, id the at- 
tempt now making to secure a reduction of the 
duty on wool, a wsrfus of ths msmraotlk eat- 
porations and millionsirsa of the East upon ths 
poor, oppressed agrieultoriats of the West. Sir, 
these reproaches — these denunciations in vbid 
he has indulged, are undeserved. Tbe manaftc- 
toren of New Euglaod — of the whole country do 
not merit this bitter denundMion to whieh the 
Senate hu just listtaed. I say to the Seosur 
from Ohio — I say to the Senate — the main&e- 
turers of Massacbvsetts, -of New England, han 
made no war upon the agriculturists of the West; 
they make no war upon the agriculturists of the 
West; they will make no war nptm the mgikol- 
turists of the Wast. They are wise eno^h to 
believe that the interests or tbe wool-gr«nraia of 
the central States, and of the West, are identicsl 
with their own. They believe thatsuch a redac- 
tion of the duties on the raw material as would 
infuse new lift, into the manufactures of wool- 
ens, would jwomote the permanent ioteresu of 
the agricultarists of ourwhole eoivitry. Sr, the 
manofhcturers of New England do not belong lo 
that class of men that see antagonism between 
the commenaal, maimfiicturiiig, and agriculuir&I 
interests of our country. On tbe contrary, they 
believe these interests to be mutual, and tbey are 
for tliat policy wiaA is cosdiieive lo the pnw- 
perity of all the gtM intends of oar whole coun- 
try. 

Sir, what offenses have the nunulhoturers of 
the country committed, that tbey sfaoold be so 
bitteriy reproadted ia this Chamber f In what 
have they offended h The time has corns, when the 
fhr-seeing merehants, nnumfhctdreis, and btni- 
nsss men of Uie country, whose ships and their 
rich caigoes are on every sea, whose money tat 
merchandise are in every quarter of tbe globe, 
invoke Congress to save the tsamary from a se- 
vere money pressure, if not from unpwding'baDk- 
ruptcy, by a reduction of the rssennes to tbe 
wants of the Government. At this time, when 
the great interests of the nation depend upoo the 
proper adjustment of the duties upon imports, 
the woolen manuftctarers present their condition 
to the attention of Congress— to tbe oonsideratioo 
of American statesmen. They tell yoQt Afr. 
President, and they tell you tmly, that the tariff 
of 1846 has borne heavily upon their interests. 
They tell you, and they tell you truly, that ander 
the operations of ths tariff of 1846, the roaoufiiG- 
ture of thajbur and tsttn* classes of woolens has 
almost entirely ceased— that one by one the mills 
for the manufacture of these finer arid belterclasses 
of woolens have been compelled to succumb- 
that hundreds of thousands of dollars invesi^l 
in these mills have been lost — that even in the 
manufiicture of the coarser qualities of wnolcns, 
hundreds of thoasands of dollars have been sunk. 
They point yoo, sir, to many of their mills in 
which at least fifty per cent, of tlie origini# in- 
vestments has been sacrifioed, under that policy 
which has increased your importations of wooleo 
TOods from nine miflioiie in 1846, to more than 
Uiirty-four millionB in 1856— a policy which dis- 
criminates against the manofaerares of our own 
conntry by taxing the raw material bij^her than 
the manunctureaarticle— a policy which praeii- 
callv offers a bounty to the manuflkoturers of Eng- 
lana, Prance, Belgium, and Germany, and all 
nations which have the raw materiws free, to 
command our markets, and iocrease their wealth 
and power at the expense of our wool-growers 
and moBofiutarefs. -They ask yon now, in the 
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adfflittins duty free the ntw nituerial*, the wools, 
the dye BtufTs, and all thoie ajrticles which enter 
into iDKnufActureB. They «ak you to abandon 
that suicidal policy which plscu a higher duty 
upon wool than you place upon the laana&ctorea 
article, and to adopt that policy which is civine 
to the manufaetttfecB of England, France, Bel- 
and GeiDftany , the eominaod of the raarketi 
>f the world. The^ aak you to abandon that 
policy which is dosing theirmiUs,driTia^Amier- 
icon laborers from their looms and spindles, and 
irowding the maricets of America with the pro- 
lucts of European owitol, skill, and labor. 

Mr. PUGH. Do 1 understand the Senator 
from Masaachosetts to say, that the duty is 
iventy^ve per cent, on woolen nauiihctuns 
inder the act of 1846 i 

Mr. WILSON. On a portion of those bma- 
i&clures. 

Mr. JAl^ES. AH worsted articles and stuff 
foods pay a duty of twenty<&ve per cent. 

Mr. PUQH. Bull wasaskingaboutthe man- 
ifacture-of broadcloths that ycMt say have been 
itopped. 

Mr. WUiSON. Including broadolothB-and all 
cinds of woolen nuuiu£utureB, taking them in 
lie aggregate, there is a discrinunation against 
roolens. 

Mr. PUGH. The question I was getUng at 
iras, what was the duty on those'articles of wown 
uanufacture which required fine wool ! 1 under- 
itood the Senator's proposition to be, that the 
luty on the raw material was grsalar than that 
>n the manufactured article. 

Mr. WIUBON. I apoke of aU chases and 
cinda of woolen manunustnres, in which wool 
oakee a part; and I said, and I now say, that the 
let of 1846 discriminates against the American 
nauufacturer. I am not mistaken in this decla- 
ation. The act of 1846 speaks for itself; and the 
ienator from Ohio will find that t^e duty on un- 
nsnufaotored wool is thirty per cent., on cloths, 
Msimiies, and carpels, uurty per oent.-T-ju0t 
rhat the raw material pays. He will find, if he 
ooks further into the act of 1346, that worsteds 
ny from twenty-five to thirty per cent., being 
eas than on the raw material; that woolen yarns, 
wizes, and bockiogs pay twenty-five percent,, 
ive per cent, less than on the raw saaterial ; and 
hat olanketa pay twenty per cent., ten per cent, 
eas than on the raw naienal. The Senator from 
)hio will find that his Demooatic tariff of 1B46, 
o which he clings with bo much tenacity, in re- 
gard to woolens, discriminates against tne capi- 
a1, labor, and ekiH of hts own country; and he 
riU find , if he will examine the table of imports, 
hat the nations which hare free wool, are reap- 
og, under this policy, in ourown mari«ts» golden 
larresta. Underthu fittal policy, oar manufiwta* 
are compelled to yield our own markets to the 
oanuiacturers of England, Fiance, Belgium, and 
lennany. Is it matter of surprise, then, that the 
iianufiicturen, who for ten years have felt the 
atal effects of your policy, should ask you now 
abandon that policy, and adopt a policy sanc- 
i<Hied by the experience of the great atanufactur- 
Dg natiooB of Europe, a poliCT which will jrevire 
heir drooping interests, eodile tiiem to compete 
irith other Dation8,at least in the markets of the 
Jmtad States, and advance the mutual interests 
tf the agrieuUorista and manufiietarers of the 
rhole country} Do themaoubeturersof Amer- 
sa for this merit tife reproaches which the Seaa- 
•r £ram Ohio has heaped npon them? Sir, I 
rust the s«iss of justice whicn ever abonld act* 
late Senators will shield honorable men firon 
indsserved censore in this Chanber. 
-1 listened, Mr. Prendent, as we all did, with 
Pse attention to the very eloborata iqieeeh of the 
tenator from Vermont, (Mr. CoLLAiwa.] Wbh* 
>ut indulging in the lai^uage of r^oack or de- 
lunoiatton, be warned the manufacturers against 
hat policy whidi should diminish the production 
•f wool in the United Stalee. I know that I utter 
he senlimenia of the manu&cturars of inr own 
Itate when I say to the Senator, to th« Senate, 
o the wool^owers of the whole country, tlut 
in increase in the production of American wool 
s among their first desiras. The prosperity of 
he wofll-growii^ interest eanaot mit be oondn- 
ire to the prosperity of the wool-aaannfhictaring 
ntantt. MattriUy of laimiti eaiila betwiaa 



the growers of wool and the manufacturers of 
wool. The question to be solved is this: does the 
present policy promote the interests of the wool 
grov^rs, or the wool manufacturers? Sir, this 
IS the practical queatton before Congress and the 
country. The woolen manufacturers tell you — 
and they tell you truly— that their interesu are 
depressed, greatly depressed, under the present 
policy. They point you to their silent spindles 
and looms — to tneir depreciated property. They 
point you to the hugely diminished imports of 
wools — to the enormous increase in the unporta- 
tions of woolens. Yes, eir, your imports of raw 
wool have fallen from eighteen miUionB in 1850 
to fourteen millions in 105$, and your imports of 
manuftfltured woolens have ino^sed from less 
than ten millions in 1846 to more than thirLy<three 
millions in 1856. Woolen manufactures are de- 
pressed, the importationa of wool are decreasing, 
and the importations of woolen mtuiufaoturee are 
rapidly increasing. No Senator can doubt these 
unwelcome facts. 

What are the effects upon the wool-growing 
interest? Is that interest keeping pace with the 
growth of our population— 'With the demands of 
our people for the manufactures of woolens ? In 
1850, we produced in the United States 53,500,000 
pounds of wool; in 1855, the Secretary of the 
Treasury estimates the production at 61,000,000 
pounds. This is only an estimate, based on the 
ratio of increase from 1840 to 1850. It is only 
an estimate, for which the Secretary does not 
voMch. I doubt the coirectness of this estimate. 
Practical men, merchants in New York and Bos- 
ton, engaged in the wool trade, estimate the pro- 
duction of 1855 at 47,000,000 pounds, instead of 
61,000,000 pounds. In view of the depressed 
condition of the woolen monufacturea, Uie dimin- 
ished importations of foreign wool, the immense 
imporu of woolen monufauitures, and the small 
stock of wool on hand, it cannot be doubted but 
the estimates of the Secretary are too large, and 
that the estimates of the wool dealers of New 
York are nearly correct. It may be safely as- 
sumed that the production of wool in the Uaited 
.States during thie past five years hasnotperfept- 
ibly iaordbed. 

The mann&ctureiSt Mr. President, nudte no 
war upon the wool growera. They assume that 
the reduction of the duty on wtxA, or the repeal 
of the duty altogether, will infuse vigor into that 
drooping interest, stimulate home production, 
diminish the importation of foreign- woolen man- 
ufacture!, and afford a steady and inoreasitig 
demand for American wool. They believe dits 
policy will be more beneficial to the wool grow* 
.era— to the agricultural interests, than the present 
policy. The manufactuters of woolen fabrics— 
many of them men of large experience and ex- 
tensive knowledge— entertain uiese tiews; and 
they are sustained in these opinions by the expe- 
rience of the great manufacturing nations of the 
Old World, einoe the reduction of the duties on 
the taw materials in England — unce wool was 
admitted fVee, her woolen manufactures have so 
increased, so prospered, that the production of 
native wool has increased more than one hundred 
per cent.* The experience of England, France, 
and Belgium demonsbmtes the wisdom of that 
policy which mokSs the raw materials duty free. 
Ijet uB profit by their example. 

In warnii» the manufactUMlts to avoid a polioy 
which woula check or repress the develofaoent of 
any of the agricultural mtarests of the country, 
the Senator from Vermont made the declaration 
that a country could not successfully manu&cture 
articles, unless it produced the raw materials 
which enter into their mooufacture. This decla- 
ration is too brCHtd, swe^ii^, and general. It 
is hitrdly supported by the present or past expe- 
riences of nations. EngUmd, the great cotton 
mazmfiwturing nation of the globe, depends not 
upon her own production for oer supmy of raw 
cotton— ahe depends upon the United Statee, her 
great commercial rival. The great manufacturing 
nations of Wsatern Europe— ^tiona which stand 
at the head of the manufacturing countries— draw 
from the United States, Mexico, South America, 
Asia, Africa, Australia,, and the isles of the In- 
dian aeaa, immense sappliee of the raw matMuda 
which enter into their varied mannfimturee. The 
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chanicarts demandsaccuraulated capital , educated 
labor, varied skill. Many of the raw materials 
which enter largely into these producLions of the 
manufactures and mechanic arts, are the rude 
products of leas cultivated nations, or the peculiar 

Sroducts of particular soils and climates. The 
tate I represent producea little of the raw mate- 
rial which her capital, free, cultivated labor,and 
skill converts into a thousand forms of utility and 
beauty. Cotton, wool, hides, iron, copper, lead, 
tm, and brass, whiui enter into the one huadxed 
and twenty milliona of her annual productions 
of those articles, come from other States, or from 
other dimes, Bythis bill of, the House, raw silk 
is to come in free of duty, and we of Ne wEiu- 
land expect, in a few yeara, to manufacture aju 
goods to a large extent. I concur with the Sen- 
ator from Vermont in the opinion that oui mamv ' 
fiuturea rest upon a safer and surer basia whMi 
our own country furnishes the raw materialB;iut 
I do not limit our .capital, labor, and skill to the 
manufactures of those articles which our own 
country produces. The capital, Ubor, and skill 
of Massachusetts — of New England — will lay 
under contribution the raw materials of other 
Stateaand other climes — the products which more 

{)rolificBoil8andmoregeniaIskies,and less skilled 
abor, contribute to the commerce and the arts ai 
the world. 

1 am reminded, Mr. President, by these allu- 
sions to the dependence of New England upon 
the products of other States, countries, and climes, 
for much of the raw products which her capital, 
labor, and skill, convert into the forms of use and 
beauty, of the remarks nude in the other House 
a few days a^o by a gentleman who has presided 
over the ancicntCommonwealth of Virginia. Al- 
luding to New England, the Hon. William Smith 
said that she "haa reached her zenith;" that he 
"could not imagine a more unpromising future 
than that which awaits New England, with her 
Bterile soil and hvperborean climate." That a 
gentleman who aas gazed upon the decayed 
dwellings and blighted fields of the Old Dominiop 
should indulge in dreama of decaying common- 
waallhs, will excite little surprise. Let that gen- 
tleman chasten his wandering imagination, and 
turn his eyes upon the-actwities of his own 
native State, ana ponder over the causes of her 
declining power. I would remind thatgentlemaa, 
and others, if there be any, whose hopes orfcara 
lead them to *'imagine"ao " unproniieing future 
for New England, with her sterile soil ana hyper- 
borean cUmat^" that *■ her sterile soil and hyp^ 
borean climate" nurture a hsxdy race of men- 
free, educated, intelligent, practical men — whose 
vigorofarm, strength of intellect, ceeseleaa indus- 
try, and varwdski^^« making *< her sterile soil" 
bloom and blosa^^Beneath ner " hyperborean 
dimate," and filn^her storehouses wiUi the 
rich productions of every soil and dime. I would 
lemind the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
and those who think with him, that the produc- 
tive industry of Massachueetts, with her one mil- 
lion two hundred thouaand people, is annually 
#350,000,000 — more than |f, 000,000 for every 
working day in the year; that her wealth is greater 
in proportion to her population than any State or 
country on the western continent. 1 would remind 
those who indulge the hope that MassachuBeUa 
" has reached her zenith,^' that she is now in- 
creasing in wealth far more rapidly than Bhe is 
increasmg in population; and that in population, 
although she ia sending her intelligent sons by 
thousands to peojile new and diatant States, she 
is more than keepii^ pace with her sisters of the 
" Old Thirteen." Iwould street to the gentle- 
man from Viiginia that while jjlSissachusetts con- 
tinues to expend more than $3,000,000 annually 
for the education of the children of her People — 
while she continues to maintain Just and equal 
laws before which every son of hers stands the 
equal and the peer of hia fellow-man — while she 
continues to cultivate the arts of indastrv and to 
respect and honor labor, no aon of hers will maum 
over that " unpromising future" which he now 
« imagines" "awaits" ner. 

The people of New England, Mr. President, 
and espedally of Massachusetts, are very cxten- 
mTtHj engaged in the manufacture of article^, in 
whieh wool, hemp, flax, eillp^-^ "'- ' 
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their interesta that the duties on these ftrticles 
ahould be merely nominal, or that thef ibould be 
duty free. If our muiuractures are to Iner e u e — 
to keep pace wltii our population, and with the 

Sowing wants of our people — if we are to haTe 
e coQtroI of the markets of oar own country — 
if we are to meet with and compete with the 
manufacturera of England aod other nations of 
^'-western Europe in the markets of the world, we 
nniit faATs oar raw materia]* admitted dutv free, 
or at a mere nomtnai duty. In view of tjie im- 
nenae interests of PennsylTania in the production 
of iron, the increase of that great staDle under the 
present dutjcof thirty per cent., ana the reason- 
able prospect that in a few yenra we Bliall be aiUe 
to produce our own iron, we of New England are 
content to let that great interest stand at the pre^ 
' snt rale of duty. We of New England believe 
that wool, especially the cheap wools, Manilla 
hwap, flax, raw atlk, lead, tin, brass, hides, lin- 
seed, and many other articles used in our man- 
ufaetures, can be admitted duty free, or at a mere 
nominal duty, without injuring, to any extent, 
any considerable productive interests of the coun- 

^'^Tbe House bill now before as did not come 
into this Chamber without eflbrt. Few measures 
luLTe found their way into tbs Senate upon which 
more efforts have been bestowed. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Camtbell, of Ohio] has labored with great zeal 
to perfect the measure and to carry it through the 
House. Taking a deep interest in this measure, 
which so much coiicems the people of Massachu- 
■etlSt I have fredy consulted with him during the 
session, and I can bear witness to his efforts to 
reduce the revenue without detriment to the pro- 
ductive industry of the country. 

This bill from the House provides for a 
laice free list, which reduces the revenue about 
f$,000,000, thus relieving the people from tax- 
ation to that extent, without affecting the domes- 
tic industry of the country. The bill, as origin- 
ally reported, placed in schedule E — in the ten 

Eer cent, list — the five important articles of wool, 
empi sugar, and salt; but this classification 
had to be abandoned to secure the passage of the 
bill at all. The bill is here in the best farm in 
which it could receive the support of the House 
at the time of its pass^e. 

The Committee on Finance, under the lead of 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. HoHTKa,] pro- 

Soses to substitute the pending amendment, re- 
ucing schedules A, of one hundred per cent., and 
B, of forty per cent., to thirty per cent. ; the sched- 
uUs from C to H, inclusive, from seven to one per 
cent., and placing several articles in the free list. 
I shall vote for tb» amendMat of the Committee 
on Finance as a substitotJ^Hhe House bill if it 
becomes apparent during tn^iscussion that the 
House bill cannot be properly amended and passed 
by the Senate; but I prefer, if we can do so, to 
amendand pass Uie House bill. I would amend the 
bill by the reduction of schedules A and B to thirty 
per cent., and by modifying the clause on wool 
which provides that the loss of the wools under 
fifleen per cent, from grease, dust, and other sub- 
stances, shall not exceed thirty-three per cent. 
That limitation of the waste in ueaning to thirty- 
tbiee per cent, will exclude most of the cheap 
Wools, which shrink in cleaningfrom forty-five to 
one hundred percent. This limitation must be 
stricken from the bill, or its panaga will be val- 
ueless to the manufacturers. 

We want, Mr. President, a reduction of the 
revenue of from fifteen to twenty millions of dol- 
lars. The bill from the House, with the modifi- 
cations I have suggested in schedules A and B, 
will reiluee the revenue directly from eight to ten 
millions, and indirectly, by stimulating our man- 
ufactures, several millions more. I prefer to amend 
and pass the House bill; but if we cannot do so, 
I shall vote most cheetfully for the amendment 
now pending; and I shall do so in the hope that 
the House and Senate bills may be so blended, 
by a committee of conference, as to secure the 
Inrgc free lislof the House and the reduced sched- 
ules of the Senate, with some modifications in 
favor of some Icadii^ interests of the country. 

But thia IhU proposed by the Committee on 
Finance, as a substitute for the bill from the 
House, will meet, in tke Hoow, a nteni and de- 
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termined resistance. I knowsomeUiing,sir,of the 
feelings, sentiments, and opinions of that body. 
Repressntiny a State largely intereated ii^great 
interests which are affected by every modification 
of the revenue laws, 1 have fett it to be my duty 
to make myself acquainted with the views of the 
members of the House upon this tariff ooestion. 
I tell the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
[Mr. HuNTEB,] I tell Senators who sustain the 
amendment, that the proposed reduction of the 
duty on iron, from thirty to twenty-three per 
c^t., will meet the unbroken opposition of the 
Pennsylvaniadelegation; the proposed reduction 
on Manilla hemp will meet the opposition of the 
Kentucky and fifiiaouri delegatitms; the proposed 
reduction on supir and lead will receive the oppo- 
sition of the Louisiana delegation, and the repre- 
sentatives of the lead-producing regions. The 
proposed reduction of the duty on'wool, of from 
thirty to twenty-three per cent. — while it affords 
little satisfaction to the manufacturers — will be 
opposed, in the House, by mombers from Ohio 
and some of the weetern States, as stoutly as it 
is opposed here by the Senator from Vermont. 
I am confident the bill cannot pass the House; 
but I shall support it if the House bill cannot 
pass, in the confident hope that a committee of 
conference can so blend the two propositions as 
to secure the support of both Houses. 

In closing, Mr. President, the remarks I have 
fell it to be my duty to submit to the Senate, I 
wish to say to the Senate, and the country, that 
the Commonwealth I represent in part on this 
floor — I say in part, for my colleague, aAer an 
enforced absence of more than nine months, is 
here to-night to ^ve his vote, if he cannot raise 
his voice, for the interests of his State — has a deep 
interest in the modification of the uriff of 1846 
by U)ia Congress. Her merdianta, manufte- 
turera, mechanics, and business men, in all the 
departments of a varied industry, want action 
now, before the Thiny-Fourth Congress passes 
away. They are for the reduction of the revenues 
to the actual wants of an economical administra- 
tion of the Government; for the depletion of the 
Treasury, now filled with millions of hoarded 
gold; for a trte list, embracing articHs of prime' 
necessity we do not produce; for mere nominal 
dutitt on articles which make up a lai^ portion 
of our domestic industry; and for such an adjust- 
ment of the duties on the productions of other 
nations that come in direct competilion with the 
products of American capital, laoor, and skill, as 
shall impose the least burdens upon that capital, 
labor, and skill. While the people of Massa- 
chusetts entertain these views, they are not insen- 
sible to the actual condition of the country, to the 
diversities of &eling and interest in the country, 
and among the Representatives of the people and 
of States; and they are willing to share the bur- 
dens which the revision of the duties on imports 
may impose on some interests of the country. 
Mr. Samuel Lawrence — a member of a family 
whose name is associated, in Massachusetts, with 
her industrial enterprises and her deeds of benev- 
olence—expressed to me, I am sure, in a brief 
note, the other day, the sentiments of the busi- 
ness men of New England. In that note he said 
that a t^uction of the revenue alone would save 
the country from a commenaat crisis; that we 
' should not allow peuy details to defeat action at 
this session; and that the manufacturers of Mas- 
sachusetts were prepared to share with other 
interests in the redaction which the exigencies 
of the country now impose upon the American 
people. 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that Lhe difficulties we have to contend with, 
in attempting to reach a proper solution of thia 
question, arise from taking a view of the subject 
either too broad or too narrow. Some of the 
gentlemen who have engafihd in the debate would 
drawus intoa whirl of poutieal speeaiation,when 
it is very certain that the vote of not a single Sen- 
ator will be governed by any partisan consider- 
ations whatever. It is simply a practical ques- 
tion, upon which nopsrty,as such, has expressed 
any opinion or adopted any policy. Other Sen- 
ators would draw us from tbis practical Question 
into one of the metaphysics <^ finance, ana engage 
us in abstruse researches into so much of we 
■denoe <tf p<^lical eoonomy as ia involTecl in the 



subject of revenue. Other Senators would seem 
disposed to draw us into a consideration of the 
importance of protecting or defending eertaia 
special interests, without sufficient consideration 
of the importance of maintaining other interests 
estabhsbed or growing up in the country. 

I have not looked at it in any such lipit. If it 
•hall.oonM to be regarded as • partisan questioD* 
if it shall come to m regarded as a nnetat ques- 
tion of protection or free trade, or if it shall come 
to be regarded as a question of discrimination be- 
tween different branches of industry, I am certain 
it will find no wise solution at this stage of the 
session. But, sir, the light in whieb I bave ehosen 
to regard the question is simply this: it is not 
wise, it is not just to draw from the pockets of 
the people into the Treasury of the country as 
amount of money greater than the current ex- 
penses of the Treasury require. We have under 
the operation of the Sub-Treasury, and under the 
operation of the tariff of 1B46, reached that point 
when we annually encounter the inconvenience 
of a sui^y of natiomd treasure exooediog our 
expenses. It is just, it is wise to make a reduc- 
tion of the revenues, so as to bring them as nearly 
as practicable within the range of ttw necessary 
and just expenses of tha Ooveniaient. 

But, sir, none of the alarms which the vivid 
imagination ofcapitaltsts and financiers have con- 
jured up for the purpose of forcing this conclusion 
upon tne public, bave the least effect upon my 
mind. Ihavenobeliefthatifthe Treasury should 
not be depleted by theamountofsixorien or fifteen 
or twenty millions of dollars, a financial rrisis or 
commercial revulsion like that of 1837 is thereby 
to be rendered speedy and inevitable. The time 
has gone by when such a calamity would resuh 
necessarily from such a mistake in policy. The 
chief effect of lockingnp fifteen or twenty, oraven 
twenty-five millions of specie in the Sub-TVeaa- 
ury, tnus wiljidiawii^ it from circulation, would 
be to increase the amount of tabor applied in Cal- 
ifornia, and in Australia, and in Mexico, and 
other Spanish American Sutes, in prodocio^ on 
equivalent for the amount of Inillion thus with- 
drawn from the general use. Bat I think the 
honoraUe Senator from Vi^nta has traly stated 
the grave objections to the withdrawing of so 
great an amount of money from the pubtie ose; 
namelv, it enhances the value of money, or the 
rate of interest, and thereby ^deranges ana embar- 
rasses, more or less, all the industrial ioteresu of 
society. 

Looking at the subject in this simple point of 
view, it presents this question: the Treasury is 
too full, and ought to be depleted; it roast be de- 
pleted; how atuul it bo depleted My idea about 
that is, that it shall be depleted in that way which 
will the least shock the bosiness interesta of the 
country as they are at present adjusted. If I can 
find any plan by which six or ten, or even fifteen 
millions of doilara can be withdrawn from the 
Treasury, or prevented from going into it,withoot 
disturbing any one of the agricultural, or com- 
mercial, or manufacturing interests of the coun- 
try, that is the plan which, under present circum- 
stances, I am disposed to adopt. The interests 
of the country are diversified somewhat aection- 
ally; and if an interest were sacrificed in mm 
r^on of the country to advance the interests of 
another, diat would be unjnst, beeansa it would 
be laskiiw a sacrifice of a particolar interest for 
the benefit of all, Therefofe, it is Uiat I have 
looked carefully through aU these various pbns 
to see that the navigation interest was notstnckea 
at, to see that no sgricultural st^>le was strickeo 
down , to see diat no manafhcturing operation was 
dangerously aAeted, and finally to aee, if p<Ma|- 

' bis, that no commercial deraa^ment shouldPe 

' produced. 

In looking through theae differant plana with 
reference to that object, I find royaelf prepared at 
once to dispense with, and lay out of view aa 
measures which cannot receive my support, all 
those plans which seek a horizontal ntdoction of 
the Uriff, because it would be absurd to suppose 
a horizontal reduction which should disiagara the 
special condition of the different systems of the 
production of the country, could be made with- 
out sacrificing some of those systems, and givii^ 
at the same time unequal and undue advantage 
t to othcnW;bieh doBbbnwd«iif|iioteelioa. I 
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ja, therefore, ag^nitaH thoHsebemea of ahor- 
zontal reduction of the rate! of dutiea propoaed 
Tyihe Committee on Finance, wid proposed here, 
nd by some members in the other Houee. The 
ame consideration brine* me also to the eonelu- 
ian that the bill of the nonorabis Senator from 
rireinia, which, however, he hai now offered 
n the shape of an amendment, is objectiooablet 
hough less so than that which is ofilered by the 
oramittee over which he has the honor to pre- 
ide. 

1 find that, so far as it goes, the bill of the House 
f Representatives aToids'all the objections which 

have thought easajtial; and although in some 
fits details, it seems to me to be very injudicious, 
et, at the same time, regarding it as a compro- 
lise, 1 am satisfied that it is a bill whiclk is 
rorthy of our af^roral and our aoeeptanoe. I 

not say that it might not be adTantageonely 
lodified. That bill proceeds upon the ground 
f certainly diminishing the revenues by trans- 
•rring to the free list articles which are now 
aying duty. It has been remarked as wisely as 
iconically, by the honorable Senator from ver- 
tont, [lUr. CoLLAHEH,] that the removal of all 
uties on any articles imported, wUI -operate sim- 
ly aa a. bill to effect a reduction of the revenue*, 
recognize also in the bill which comes from 
le House of Representatives the principle which 
as been ao fhlly explained by the honorable 
enator from Ohio, [Mr. Poon.l By transferring 
> the free list those foreign articles which are raw 
laterials employed in the manufac tares of our 
wn country, we discriminate in lavor of manu- 
tciures. In tranaferring to that list dye-stuffs 
nd other articles which cannot be produced in Uiis 
ur country at all, we encourage manufactures 
'ithout injuring the agricultural or mineral inter- 
ns of the United States. If by thus increasing 
le free list we shall effect a sufficient diminution 
f the revenue, then I shall be willing to stop 
lere, and I should insist on stoppii»> there. 

I cannot take the amendments of^red by the 
lommittee on Finance, because they wilt reduce 
lie duty not only on the raw materials imported 
-om other countries, but they will also affect 
ijurioualy the raw material which is produced in 
ur own country. I may specify the materials of 
■on and wool. 

There is another objection wtiieh I have to this 
!duction proposed by the committee: I think the 
eduction of the revenue is in itself subontinate 

1 importance to the stability of the industry of 
le country. The inconvenience of having two 
ill a Treasury is only a consequence of the 
renter public inconvenience of importing from 
iher countries many things which ought to be 
reduced at home. I, therefbre, want a measure 
hich, while it effects a reduction of the revenue, 
ill be sure alao to reduce imports. I am quite 
>nfident that the effeet ot adopting the amend- 
enta proposed by the CommUtee on Finance 
-ill be to increase imports; and although there 
light be a reduction of the revenue for a time, 
ct the ultimate effect would be a still greater in- 
-ease of the revenue itself. So I feel quite sure, 
)ntrary to what is expected by the honorable 
enator tfbm Virginia, that the effect of his par- 
cular measure, if adopted, will be to stimulate 
le importation of foreign fabrics to the injury of 
or own manufactures. 

I understand it is estimated that the effect of 
le bill from the House of Reptesenlatives will 
a to produce a diminution of the revenue by 
bout SIX million dollars a year. If to thtftamount 
ou add what may -be reduced by reducing to 
lirty per cent, the articles which, by the tariff 
r 1646, are contained in schedules A and B, and 
ly one hundred and forty per cent, respectively, 
think you would then succeed in obtaining a 
tduclion of three or tbur million dollars more. . 
'hat will make substaDtially a reduction of ten 
releven million dollars. This reduction, itseems 
I me, can be effected without aasoiling or dis- 
irbing any interest in the country, ana it will 
lable us to avoid that great dittciuty.irwe must 
:.te(npt to make reducUona any where, of dtscrim- 
lating between the productions of different see- 
one of the country, and thus raising opposition 
hich at this late stage of the sesMon wotild bin- 
er and embarrass,aiM probably defeat, the object 
t «U have in visw. 1 am not wilUof to uk fyt 
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protection to the agricnUurist, at the expense of 
the manuflicturer, nor for protection to manu- 
facturer at the expense of the agriculturist, and 
I am not disposed to ask protection for iron at 
the expense of the wool grower, or for the wool 
grower against the iron manufiietarer. I am con- 
tent to leave all nndistnri»ed', and fhvor all as far 
as I can do without injujry to others. 

It seems to me, that if we can agree on any 
measure at all, it will be on the bill which has 
come from the House. I apprehend no disastrous 
results to the business of the country, or to the 
operations of the revenue system itself, if that 
measure shall be adopted. Indeed, we may adopt 
it temporarily; andttt the next session of Con- 
gresa we can see whether we can.act under more 
mvorable eircumaiances than those that now pre- 
sent themselves. I hsvs felt no difflculty in com- ■ 
ing to this eondusian, because die Stale which I 
represent contains in Aill operation each one and 
all of the leading industrial interests. If I should 
unduly favor one interest here, I must do bo at the 
expense of the loss of the goodwill of three or 
four other interests; therefore 1 have no induce- 
ment whatever to departfrom thatimpartiality and 
moderation which 1 think the occasion requires. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. Preaident, there is no sub- 
ject connected with the affairs of our Government 
that presents greater difficulties than that which 
theSenateisnowenpigedineonsideriiig. Viewed 
' in all its aspects it presents most eompfioated oon- 
siderationa, and I regret exceedingly that it be- 
comes the duty of Congress at this late period of 
the session to consider the subject at all. It ia 
so vital and wide-spreading in its influences, and 
affects so deeply all the great industrial interests 
of the people ta all sections of tiie country, diat 
it would stem to demand the most carefbi delib- 
eration at our hands' — that every feature of it 
ought to bo closely examined. So far as it con- 
cerns our home interests, both producers and con- 
sumers, we readily discover that conflicting in- 
teresu are involved. We at least think we can 
discover such eonfliet; and certainly, Mr. Presi- 
dent, it will be conceded that it is our duty, as 
the representatives of the different States, and 
the people of all the States, to endeavor as far as 
possible to find a standard of equity between these 
conflicting interests, and to do justice to all classes 
and all interests, if such a work be posaiUe. 

I do not intend to attempt the examination of 
this subject to-night. I have, it is true, at the 
expense of some Tabor, prepared some material 
which I might app'7 elucidation of some of its 
features; but sunering as I do now, and as 1 have 
ail day, with a severe headache, t shall not at- 
tempt a labored examination of the subject. I 
rise only to take a brief view of the propositions 
now pending before the Senate. 

I am free to confess, Mr. President, that I am 
not entirelT satisfied widi any one of them. I 
think the House tnll eouU be most essentially 
improved; and had we Ae time to deliberate, I 
should insist upon a thorough examination of 
this whole subject, not only with reference to a 
depletion of the Treasury, out with reference lo 
a proper stimulant to our leading interests of home 
industry, at the same time having due regard and 
consideration for the consumers; but we cannot 
accomplish that work at this time. We must'con- 
form to the circumstances which surround us, and 
judge whether we irtll take such a bill as we can 
gat, or take none at all. 

The main pApose of the Senatorfh>m Virginia 
is to reduce an revenue. He haa presented to our 
eonndeiaiioa the evil tendencies of an excess o& 
revenue in the Treasury. I agree with him that 
it ia important for the commercial interest, and 
for the integrity of Congress, that the Treasury 
should be depleted; but 1 have failed to penuade 
myself that the Senator from Virginia proposes to 
adopt the efficient mode to accomplish that end. 
I intend to express an opinion, tbe-r^olt of the 
examinations which I have given; abd I do say, 
with a AiD nsaas of the reapoDsibility 1 incurs 
and I wiah Uie Senator ftom Viigbta to notice 
what I now say--that the stimulant to importation 
which his proposition will most certainly give, 
will cause importations so large that the revenuea 
will fall but little, if anything, short of those-real- 
ized for the last year. His proposition wilt thus 
fidl to MoonpUsfe big main poi^wn^ Thai it 



would fitil for the first ysar I ham no doubt. Aa 
a permanent measure it would doubtlest redue* 

the revenue to seme extent. 

But, sir, I intend to object (o it on other grounds. 
I think that his proposition to reduce the duty 
on iron and sugar, and textile falnies, to twenty* 
three per cent., too great a nduetion. It is one 
of those sudden changes of policy which so inva- 
riably paralyze our home interesu. He has told 
us, Mr. President — and I listened to the remark 
with a great deal of pleasure and gratifleation — 
that our iron interests are growing rapidly, and 
that it was iJile to bnr a Uigp reducuon. The 
Senator stated what is substantially true, that 
the home production of iron has nearly doubled 
within the last three years, rising froai five hun- 
dred thousand to one million tons; but he ought 
to have noticed at that point that whenever the 
home production equals,as he said it was rapidly 
approaching, the home consumption, then the 
Treasury ia depleted, so fer as that item ia con- 
cerned, m the most eflectual way. The rapid 
growth of this interest will answer the purpose 
of advancing a great interest peculiar to our coun- 
try, suited to our people, at the same time that 
his purpoae of depleting the Treasury will ba 
accomplished. He says the home production ia 
rapidly approximating in quantity the home con- 
sumption. When it shall be equal, we have no 
foreign importations and no revenue from that 
source. That is an important fact, and it baa not 
attracted attention here alone, but it is atlmcting 
attention throughout all parts of England, and ia 
all the manufacturing districts of that country. 
English manufacturers have discovered the rapid 
growth of the production of iron in the United 
Sutes, and have taken the alarm; they find it 
difficult to compete with the American jnoducer, 
and have recently, as can be seen — for I have the 
documents at hand — contemplated measures to 
arrest this growth; but I shall not read them, for 
I did not rue for the purpose of discussing the 
subject at any length, but merely to indicate how 
I shall vote on the different propositions. 

At a crisis ifte this, when this interest ia being 
firmly esbtblished, and when it is about to m 
placed on a solid basis, where it cannot be dis- 
turbed by foreign oompetition, 1 am not willing 
to panilna it by a sndoen snd unexpected ledno* 
lion of the duUes from which it derives incidental 
aid. I am the less witling, because, while we may 
thus cripple a very important interest, I am quiio 
certain weshalt fail, in a great measure, to accom- 
plish' the object of the Senator from Virginia, the 
depletion of tiie Treanitj; which wilt leave the 
manti&cturing interest of the eoontn' aubijeet to 
another change of policy at the om of a lirief 
period. , t 

Of the three propositio'ns that are pending here, 
I prefer that of the Senator from Virginia least. 
I would vote for the report of the committaa, 
because in that we have a guarantee that the 
reveoDes will be reduced. There ia a large free 
lisL in the House bill, which is computed at a 
reductionof 16,000,000 of revenue. So far as the 
free list goes, it' can be safely relied upon as a 
means of redudng the revenues. But, in addition 
to that, whilst the committee propose to reduce 
the thirty per cent, schedule, in which iron is 
found, from thirty to twenty-four per cent., they 
leave a large free list, under which are imported 
articles uwd by the manufactarets. Elesaenta 
entering into manufeetnres in this country are to 
come in fn» of duty, aniT this, to some extent, 
will relieve the shock of Ae reduction propostd 
by the c<»nniitlee. 

It is my intention to vote for the reduction of 
the schedules of A and B in the present tariff to 
fifty and thirty per cent. I think thirty for both 
too low. I shall then vote against the'amendment 
I»(^osed by tfaecommittee,and against the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Virginia, and 
vote for the House bill with the slight amendment 
which we have ^greed to, and the modifications 
vhidi I have indicated. I shall do this, beeauset 
sfterwhati believeaBufficieotinquiry>l[am con- 
vinced that we must take the House bill with 
slight ajnendments, or fail to get any bill at ail. 
I concur in all that the Senator from Vt^inia haa 
said as to the necessity of decreasing the revenue, 
but I differ with, him entirely as.ta ths/modn. 

of accoapli9hiDg m objMt^ kAiii^^ 
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Mnled the history of the Home bill. Ths tenie 
•ot the HosM wu taken on die Torioua propo- 
■iUons now pending beron the Senate, and the 
fMoH tesTca ua no nuoa whatever to beliere 
titat either the proposition mbmitted by the com- 
mittee, or that which the Senator from Virginia 
iotendi to offer, will be acceptable to ihat Mdy. 
We are now within a few aaya of the final ad- 
JourameBt, and I anneat whether, under ^1 the 
circanaiaoesB, it willnot be wiser to lake the bill 
-wbieb 18 within ourrendi, rather than hazard all. 

So flu* coDcsrnB the nmn gfc cturiag intereatB 
vf the eeoiitry , t^is subject presents a wide field 
vrnAeetioo. I fasve ^neraily differed with what 
'was known as the tariff party io my own State. 
I difibr with them now, to a ereatexlent. I cer- 
tainly dissent from Ter^ mtich thai 1 hsTe heard 
on this floor on the subject of the manafaoturiDe 
interests. This whole tariff subject is a kind of 
-proUen; its operations and its influences are al- 
mostincotnprehcnaible. You can eoarcely make 
-a proposition which cannot be disprovad, and 
Airly disproTed, by parts of its historv. The 
inaniifacturers very often conclude that tneir suo- 
'eesa depends entirely on a fixed rate of protee* 
' tion, and that there is no other inffaeace in ^e 
country which interferes with them la any extent. 
We have now, and we hare alw^s had, an 
influenee openting upon that interest which is 
'mors potent than your rOTsnue laws, and from 
that influence eotnes this mysterious operation 
which is incomprehensible. I have reference to 
onrsystsin ofeunenoy — asystom of inflated paper 
■utrMMnr— end oar irreaistu>le tendeney to high 
'nominal values in this conntry. The manufw- 
'tnrer relies in vain upon the tuiff to protect his 
interests when you hsTe a set of currency that 
prodnees artificial nominal Tables. So potent has 
this influence been, that I can show to yon that 
'from 1833 to 1837 the latest excess or import- 
nation was at the times when we had the highest 
rate of protection or duty, I desire to ask those 
interests all over the country, whilst looking here, 
as they have a r%ht to do, for fur consideration 
-aiVd a just incident to aid them mm our rerenue 
•ysiem, to eonaidar tho other qoestiui— ^at of 

Nor ia it all soond that has been said in regard 
to the influence of an accumulated fiind in our 
^n«aaor^. Its operations are twofold. To some 
vxtenl. It is true, it embarrasses comiuerce, but 

■at the same time it influences nominal valueSrsnd 
restrains tbem. Tou get a given rate of protection 
ttpon an article in this country, and immediately 
there is a simultaneous issue of a flctitioua cur- 
rency all over the country, under the influence of 
vhiui nonuoal values are raised. Where, ^en, 
is the protection derived from a tariff? If you 

■ give thft iron mtfrafitetorer thirty per cent., and, 
ander an inflated currency, nominal values rise, 
he pays for all he consumes at those exorbitant 
fates, and the foreign producer imports hia iron, 
andaeHs and realizes the proflt which he bad be- 
fove your tariff was assessed stall. ^ 

Bat, Mr. Pieaident, I ritall not pursue this train 
of thought any fhrther. Mr only object in rising 
was to indicate the course i Intended to pursue 
fo reference ta the propositions which are now 

'psnding. TheTarenotsattsfactorytome— neither 
the House bill, nor the report of the Committee 
en Finance, and leastof sll the proposition of the 

- Senator frsm Virginia. I can only make a choice 
of relative evils. 

Mr. STUART, f shall notat this time detain 
the Senate more than a few minutes, and I should 
not say a word but for the fact that it seems to 

'ue As report of the eomnittes, and the intention 
that the coaMrtfttee had in muing that report, 

' have not been very fully presented to the Senate. 

-I'shall endeavor to do so m a very few words. If 

<B discaseion shall arise hereafter in regard to the 

'Bobstitate, I may say somethfatg in rmrenee to 
one item in that. 

It is agreed on all hands that tbia subject is aor- 
roufided with difficulties. It is equally agreed that 
there should be a reduction of the revenue. The 
great diflieutty is in ascertaining hdw that shall 

' he done. The committee entertained the feeling 
which seems to be «ntenained by manySsnators 
here, that the lateness of the sssrion was sueh as 
to prevent a genefal review and remodoUns of 
tyvwhols 4«BstioB— I fpeakt of aeanWf of the 



majority of the Committee on Finance who made 
this report. The House bill enlarges the ft«e list* 
lind to that extent may be sufi^sed to rednca Uw 
revenue. It was believed by die Conunitlee oa 
Finance ^t it did not do so to a sufficient extent. 
Taking the present importations as the basis, ike 
actual reduction, by figures, would be ^000,660. 
It is claimed, by the friends of that measure, that 
there would be an incidental reduction carrying 
it up to $14,000,000; but we could not be eon- 
Ttnced of that^t. It may be true or not. The 
actual reduction is only ^,000,000. That was 
believed to be too little. 

Then the best practical mode of prodneinf soom 
(•suit at this time was of course the qMMion 
befiire the committee, and that wan beliend to be 
eimply toredu'ceproportioDBtelyall theschedules 
except A and 6 m the present tariff; to reduce A 
from one hundred, and B from forty to thirty per 
cent., and to reduce all the other schedules one 
fifth. Taking the importations of the past year 
sfl the basis, the bill thas amraded by the e«as- 
mittee will reduce the tevenne to ||50,WO,000. I 
am aware that that is not an invariable baais. It 
does not follow that as you take off duties you 
decrease revenue, because in some iostaaees the 
redaction of duties will increase revenue; but I 
confess tluit, so far as I was able to undenland 
the question, it was the only plan upon wbidi to 
proceed. If it turns out to be true, open experi- 
ment, Uiat redociag the tariff twenty per cent, 
increases the revenue, then I know of no othsr 
resort to which this country will agras, bscaose 
the converse of the proposition (that ta, to raise 
tlie duties to such a point as to exehide importe- 
lion) the consuming classes of the ceantsy wiU 
never agree to. 

Then, Mr. President, itseeuM to me that, for 
the purposes of this Congress, specutatieo ' may 
rest upon this proposition. If it be true Uista 
reducuon of the duty will reduce the revenue, the 
Committee on Finance have adopted that plan at 
the rate of twenty per cent. ; and taking that as the 
basis, we shall be brought down to £0,000,000. 
In this respect, as compared with the pn^osi- 
tion of the Senatmr from Virgima, then is oair 
13,000,000 differenoe. His bill nAieas the rev- 
enue to #48,000,000, and the bill of the commit- 
tee, as amended, will reduce it to |50,000^000, 
calculating on the baais I have stated. Can we 
do better than try it i If it shall turn out that 
reducing the duties twenty per cent, does effect 
the object, it is feir. Having reduced the twiff 
on schedules A and B to thirtypereent.,and all 
other duties one fiflh, it is a fair, equal diminu- 
tion, one that no part of the country has a right 
to complain of— all stand on an equal foolinc. 

Then, I submit thatweooeht to proeeM,as 
I suggested early tty-day. and vote upon these 
amendmenu. Let us take the sense or the Sen- 
ate. If we ascertain that the Senate will notagree 
to the report of the committee, we shall ham as- 
certained one point in this experiment. We can 
then see if the majority of the Senate will agree to 
^y amendment to perfect the bill. If net, we 
■hall be brought to consider the propositiMi <^ 
the Senator from Virginia, and aee wliether the 
Senate will agree to that. I think, by proceeding 
in this way, we may very soon— I suppose in on 
hour firam this time — ascertain tlw- amke of- the 
Senate on these propositioBS. 

Upon another subject it may be necessary for 
me to Bay something if we come to consider the 
project of the Senator from Virghia — I mean the 
subject of wool; but I shall not enter into it now 
furwer than to •»▼, that entertaining the vinrs I 
do, derived from the best examination I oen pre 
the matter, I am not willing to rednee ths duty on 
wool from thirty to eight per cent. I think it is 
unjust to that branch of production. It is nnjint 
SB compared with any other production of this 
country, and I do not believe it will be beneficial 
to the manufacturing interest; but I am notgoiag 
to take up that subject nov. I ordy rose for the 
purpose of presenting in a few words, and in as 
clear a light as I could, the propoaitionB of the 
Committee on Finance, and to aak the Senate, if 
it be their pleasure, to vote on themi that we may 
ooms to soma nndsrslasdhig of what the inajority 
of the Senate iotmd to do. I think I have pre- 
sented it as faiily as I can, and tbatis^all I 
deakadtodo 



Mr. GWIN. I do not istsnd to detain the 
Bvaaia io di seo ssiB g this question. Iwishmerck 
to state the fiwt, Uiat in my opinion the State of 
Oattfontia has a laigw number sheep in pro- 
portion to pofmlatioa than any State in the Unian. 
It is the Iwigest woel^foflucing Stale for its pop- 
oUcioD of any State in the Umon. fitilitfaeda^ 
of wghtper cant, is satisfactory so far 4m I kaov 
the public aentiment of that SlatCi and we wouM 
not object to its beinc made fine, nureoresoaoe 
provisions in the substitute of Uie Senator &obi 
Visginia that do not meet my aj^robatioa,^ 
eaose I think bis free list ought to have bew 
lamer; but I wish to take that substitute as iin, 
and I hope it vUl be passed by the Senate. U 
Aa otlier House will net agree to it, ^en, ino 
oommitlee of euifarence, we may (Vwne sack* 
bill -as will be satisfeoloir to the country. 

There is another ortiefe upon whi<^ the do^ 
will be reduced by bis substitute for the bill, sat 
that is the article of Wine. I brieve thai Cab- 
fonts ia destined to be one of the largest wiae- 
prodoang eountriea on this eontineDt, mad prob- 
ably in the world. The culture of the g;>apea«d 
the cultivation of wine there is now in its infaa«, 
and needs protoctton.if ever; but we are pat&Off 
satisfied to take this reductioo. 

llepe is no reduction proposed in the sabsti- 
tttte of the Senator from Viigioia that will not be 
satirihctory to us. In fact we would go a great 
dealfhrtherif weoould. I believe, if we take the 
substitute of the Senator from Virginia, who cer- 
tainly has devoted more time to tbia t|uestMKi then 
-anynsmbarof the Finaooe Gommiitoe— I hen 
been fcmiliar with hia labors on the sobjett fbr 
many yeu»— and pass it,and send it to the House 
of Represent^ves, and if they do not aerae to it 
a conunitlee of conference may mature such a bill 
■as will beaoeeptable to the two Houaea, aadto 
the eonntry. I hope that is a propositiim which 
^1 pass this body toHUgbt. 

Mr. NQURSE. I have no ineUnation in the 
worid, Mr. President, to make a speech oa this 
subject, because 1 know too well that it ia not m 
my power to influeooe thb vote of «iy Sonntor 
hm; but I wish to atato the eroonds on vhioh 1 
oh^l give my own vote. 

If ue question were, which was the beat aa« 
financial system, the bill as it comes from lbs 
House of Bq>ren8ntativeB to us, or the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from yii;ginia,-I 
might well doubt, and I should wish to ecHuridcr 
and to inqnue, but I respectfully submit that that 
is not the questi<ni before nsP Why is it thai on 
the heel of the session, and amidst the prcsoaie 
of business such as is rsrely to be oeen, we «e 
discussing theqnestion of the tariff? Simply be- 
canoe there is a plethom in the Tieaaory which 
thrsatsos disaster to the conntry. ItiaaeriaisiD 
our affairs; andsemethtng must bedone torvmedy 
that one confessed , existing svil. If it were net 
fer that, the question would not be before as. 

Then, as wiss men, w^t are we to do ? 
d r sss oumolves to the resaeval of the eril before 
as, snd forwhieh the diacnssion waa hnM^toB. 
or sball we go abroad and aodertakato introduse 
anew and untried' financial policy? Why, air, if 
we take the House bill, we know tUU whea ws 
make a d a tisble article that is impovtad , w« are 
reduckog the revenue; but when we takeadotiBUe 
article which pays a high duty, and reduce that 
"duty, wedo not knewtbat wears ledoai^ the rev- 
emie«t«ll. When the in6neyed«eo, the ca|itlri- 
ists,the-b«sue8snien of the country, sroalannsd, 
and Mil upon you to do somsthiikg for the aafyty 
-and seonnty of the ooualry, are yon wiUiag to 
jeopard tbese hi^ and Important inlere«a,]' 



ordar that you may introduos soma new ayatsoa, 
trtaia some alienation and divirion and bidceriw 
between the mamt&etoiing intersats and the wom- 
grosring interest ? It seems to me it is a p eifactl y 
plam case. An existing evil is upon us, and tte 
question ia, what ia the remedy for thateirilBsw? 
We hare but little time to apan. The ehaamaa 
of the Commitlee on Pitmnee saya we nvsl dose 
tlus submct to-day i the whole thuig must be dose 
up in a day; and yet wo-am to take the e^eaal 
business of the country sad remodel it. Sir, if we 
pass the Hooas ball with ths tfi^t aaoendaieeaa 
that have -been adopted «nd may ha adopted, it 
wilt be paaaed finally. I^yoa donaythii^ < ' 
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Mr. PITCH. Mr. President,! wish to respond 
lirtefly to the remarks of the Senator from Califor- 
nift, [Mr. GwiN,] asfaras I heard him. T liateoed 
with some attention to the remarks of the honor- 
able Senator ftom Ohio, [Mr. Pogb,] for whose 
opinions I have usually the utmost respect; but, 
with all due deference to that Senator, I think he 
erroneously estimated the eSect of the proposed 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia upon 
tbe wool-growing interest. It is an intereat for 
which I should feel some solicitude, if I thought 
it would be sacrificed by this measure, but such 
la not my judement; and no fear of a deleteriotis 
effect on that interest in my Slate wilt praventme 
from voting for the substitute which ue Seutor 
from Virginia proposes to oSer. 
, Wool growing la a matter in which wfe of tie 
West have very considerable interest; hut we 
have ever, as the Senator from Ohio has well said, 
been opposed to class legislation. We have ever 
opposed a tariflf for the protection of one class at 
the expense of another; and anything which the 
judgment of older Senators, those who have had 
this sulked in chai;g8 for yean past, says is bet- 
ter calculated than any other to keep the great 
object in view — a reduction of the revenue with- 
out an odious distinction in favor of one class 
against anolher:— will meet my approbation. I 
should prefer,! frankly confess, to vote fofauni- 
form reduction of the tariff,. without any transfer 
from one schedule to another. In the absence, 
however, of a proposition of that kind, I shall 
vote for this now pending before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. ! shall not say much, and t 
am very averse to saying anything. Nothing 
but a sense of justice would induce me to make 
Ihe remarks I have now to make; but the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, I think, indulged in some harsh 
criticisms on the measure I introduced, and cer- 
tainly in some respects they were unfounded. 
He seemed to think there was a ^reat disregard 
of the principles of the Democratic party in the 
proposition I offered. In that, he must allow me 
to tell hirat he struck not only me but the Dem- 
ocratic party in the House of Representatives now 
and two years ago; and be struck almost every 
Demoerauc Senator, for nearly all of them voted 
far a similar proposition attached to an ■ppropii- 
ation bill two years ago. The main difference 
between this and the oill originally introduced 
by Mr. HoiraToif, of Alabama, and afterwards 
introduced by my colleague, Mr. Letchek, of 
Virginia, witn some modificadons, is, that I re- 
duce the duties somewhat more rapidly than they 
do. There is -scarcely a transfer in my propo- 
sition that is not to be found in theirs; and this 
measure has been indorsed over and over a^n 
by a vote of the large majority of the Democratic 
party in the House of Representatives. 

In point of fact, the criticism is not just in itself. 
I never supposea we were able to posF a revenue 
tariff here; I never regarded the tariffof I84GaB 
a revenue tariff. I always justified it upon the 
ground that it was an improvement on tne state 
of things for which it was substituted; and expe- 
rience nas proved that it was a great improve- 
iQent. I.th)nk this would be an improvement on 
that, because it would diminish the taxes laid on 
the people one fourth; and yet the Senator from 
Ohio complains that it is a protection tariff. 
When he came to mention the items of his com- 
plaint, it was because certain intercsta were not 
protected enough ! He made the extraordinarv 
aecloration, that although the duties were redueea, 
taxes were increased. It so happens that the 
duties on everything which was not free are re- 
duced by this bill. He cannot show an exception, 
and yet he says, notwithstanding the duties ore 
dtminished. tne taxes ore increased I 

Mr. PUGH. Does the Senator mean to deny 
.that although he may reduce the rate of duties, 
yetby reducing some diaproportionably to others, 
thereby the taxation on a particular class will not 
be made more onerous ? 

Mr. HUrrTER.^ Certainlv, it i» a self-evident 
proposition, that if you reauee the duty you 
aiminish taxes. There can be ^o dispute on that 
proposition. He may say they are not as equally 
distributed as uhder some other scheme, but that 
I think I can show would bo a ^reat mistake. 
When you come toloinpare this with the tatiff 
of 1846; I ihink yim tfffllbd'in the iftun Au Oe 



taxes wbieli it levies are more equally distrib- 
uted. 

But the Senator regards it as an attack on the 
agricultural interest. Surely I would be the last 
man knowingly to make an attack on that inter- 
est. All my personal interests ore identified'with 
them. "Rie interests of our State, as you know, 
sir, are chiefly agricultural. I supposed I would 
confer a great boon on the agriculturists and con- 
sumers or all classes and descriptions, if I could 
obtain a reduction of one fourth of the taies these 
were paying. That reduction would be worth far 
more to the constituents of the Senator fVom Ohio 
than all the sheep which they raise. 

I acknowledge that in the transfer the redaction 
is made more rapidly upon raw wool than upon 
other articles. It is made under the belief that it 
wilt not injure the wool grower. This may be a 
mistaken belief, bnt ! think it is not; it is a ques- 
tion t, too, have examined somewhat; and I know 
the wool growers are themselves divided in opin- 
ion upon It. I believe the very Mr. Jnrvis referred 
to as the person who introduced the merino sheep 
into this country, has written a letter, in which 
he declared, that he thought it was their- interest 
to have wool brought in free, and that they could 
never prosper until the manufacturer prospered; 
and that, in order that he might do so, he should 
get his raw material cheap. ! think I am sus- 
tained in this opinion by the fact, that in those 
manufacturing countries in which the experiment 
has been tried, the price of wool has risen imme- 
diately after taking off the duty. It has risen 
because the manufacturer, who created the home 
demand, flourished; and by increasing the de- 
mand the price of the raw material Was raised. 
It was not, therefore, with any design to discrim- 
inate invidiously against the wool grower; but I 
really believed that if the effect of this reduction 
of taxes — for It is a reduction of taxes — on every 
ione would be to enable the wool manufacturer to 
produce more profitably, the wool grower would 
share in the benefit, and the two would find that 
benefit in an increased pric^ 

Now, sir,aa ! said before, the substitute Vhich 
I intend to offer proposes in fact a reduction of 
one fourth the existing rate of taxation . Tbat is 
an advantage which £e consamer gets. As to 
these tnuiuers, the whole loss of duty by them 
does not amount to |2,000,000. The transfers 
are mostly of small importance. There are soale 
exceptions I admit; raw wool is one, which is 
reduced to eight per cent.; and in regard to that 
there is a question whether it injures the wool 
grower or not. 1 do not believe it does. 

But, sir, the Senator fi-om Ohio complained of 
the reduction of duty on the high schedule, and 
said the effect of that would be to injure persons 
who had bought brandies. According to that 
aigument, you could never reduce the tariff; for 
whenever you- do, you will find persons with 
goods come in under the existing tariff. 

Mr. PUGH. It was the disproportionate re- 
duction IVom one hundred to thirty per cent, that 
I complained of. 

Mr. HUNTER. That ia r question of amount. 
The entire importations under that schedule were 
only 13,350,000 last year; and surely that ia not 
a consideration which should prevent us fVom 
adopting a change, if it be beneficial in itself, and 
I think It is. I believe that the duties on that high 
schedule have operated prejudicially not merely 
to the revenue, but have led to the manufacture 
of adulterated liquors, and great frauds upon the 
revenue. I somewhat fear tbat the gentleman 
has in his mind the wine that is produced in Cin- 
cinnati. If he will allow me to say so, I do not 
think from the specimens I have seen that it de- 
serves protection. [Laaghter.1 He must make 
a better article when he comes bere and asks for 
protection for it. He ought to be contented when, 
we leave it at thirty per cent., which is the highest 
duty paid on anytnmg. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator did not hear me 
utter a word of complaint about wine. 

Mr. HITNTER. 1 heard him complain of that 
schedule, and ! do not know why else except that 
it affected his wine. 

Mr. PUGH. I spoke about the mspropor- 
tionate reduction from one hundred to thirty per 
cent. I said nothing about wine. 

Ur; HUNTER. I think the irllae wits In fail 



mind. I have some reason for believing that dial 
is one of the subjects for complaint, 

Mr. COLLAMER. The importation under 
that first schedule A was over $5,000,000 lost 
year. _ The Senator is mistaken in regard to im- 
portadona under that schedule. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Vermont 
himself is mistaken. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is $3,859,000 on bnndy 
distilled from grain. Here is the book for the 

lastyear; 

Mr. HUNTER. I idioiild hare sidd thst 1 
made the statement from the table of importatioris 
which I have for the year 185.?. 

Mr. COLLAMER. ! have not got that befb^s 
me; but this ia the official report for 1855-56. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will mroduce the xabh. 1 
had it made at the Treasury Department the other 

day. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is here before os in the 

book. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will produce another. 1 
think the cap will be placed on the climax of this 
at^ument when the Senator fW>m Vermont asks 
ua to come in and fomiah jackets for the shee)> 
in that inhospitable Climate, in which the sheep 
are diminishing. He might have iust as much 
cause of dread of any injury the sneen interest 
would suffer by a refusal to furnish them with 
that sort of protection, as by a refusal to grant 
them thirtr per cent, protection on foreign wool. 
They confess that they cannot get along wilhoAt 
the home market when they asK for this protec- 
tion. How can they have it unless ^ere are 
roannfacturers of wool ? 

Bat he presented anothn argument — an aiga- 
ment to the Sonth. He said that the efi^et of 
this reduction on woo! was to be that the domes- 
tic manufactures would be increased, and wo 
should lose the adranlage.of the trade with Ger- 
many. I heard something of that before, and the 
result of that argument ia, that we are to legislAte 
against our own manufactures for the purpose of 
encouraging that foreign trade ! I am for doing 
justice. I would not legislate in favor of the man- 
ufacturers to break down the foreign trade; but I 
would not legislate again t the Aanufecturers to 
increase the foreign trade. . I am for leaving eneb 
interest in this country to enjoy its natural aovant- 
Rges, but I would desire to d«d equally by them 
an, I would, if I had it in mypower, reduce the 
duties upon everything to a revenue scale; but I 
have it not in my power; I must choose between 
doing something and nothing. If all I can do is. 
to obtain some reduction in the taxation, and 
proceed gradually towards the end which I have 
m view, I will do it. I will do it, because it is an 
improvement on the existing state of things; and 
I will trust to my chances, and to the good sense 
of Uie peopl6,to aeeompUsh hereafter all that in 
may desire. 

I will sav, sir, that if interests have been eaRed 
into being by the act of 1846, and similar legisla- 
tion, if investments have been formed under it, 
we should respect those interests; and provided 
we are proceeding sensibly and certainly to (Mr 
end^ we sbonM do it so gradually and so slowly 
as not to destroy and injure unjustly those inter- 
ests which have been called into being by our- 
aelvea. That is the principle on whicn 1 have 
endeavored to proceed. I endeavored to make 
such Qsduetions as would relieve the great mass 
of the consumers, but not to make them so rap- 
idly as to destroy those protected intereets which 
have been called into being under them. 

That is myanswerto the taunt in regard to the 
duty on sugar. If we had reduced the duty on 
sugar to eight per cent., the inevitable effect would 
have been disaster and min to those who am 
engaged in it. If I had betiered the same effect 
wou^ have flowed from a Uke redaction in regard 
to wool, I should never have agreed to it. As I 
said before, the wool grower naa more of my 
sympathy than the wool manufacturer; but when 
I thought, without doing him an injury, I might 
do a benefit to the manufacturer of the raw mate- 
rial, and not only that, but might aid in harmo- 
nizing all those great intereats which mlist be 
brought together in order to paw any measure at 
this Tate period of the seaston, I believed I was 
justified in so doing; and thereason I shalLmTe 
%ritU,tfakt Bfytbis'doinc 'l^^^^f^ 
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this great and beneficial reduction of the taxes laid 
upon tlie eountrjr. Whether it diminithea the 
revenue or not — whether it etill produces the eame 
amount that we are already collecting or Dot, it 
ought to be done. If it diaiinieheB the revenue, 
BO much the better; but if it does not, and we get 
the aame rarenuc we had, better get that with a 
lesi taxation upon the people than get it with a 
higher rate of duty itnpoeea on them. I>t oa at 
least save the pockets of our constituents. 

Now, sir, in regard to the amount of revenue 
to be collected under it, I ncTer pretended to 
state abeolutely what was the amount; no man 
con do so. I merely said, that according to the 
rules which have been applied for eetimates of 
the reduction to be made by a change of duties in 
all such cases, (tliat is, by deducting in propor- 
tion to the diminution of the duties,) such and 
such results would follow; but I declared then, 
w nowi and as was afterwards said by the Sena- 
tor ftoxa Vermont, that there can be no certainty 
in any such eatimate. There ia this limit which 
is certain: we know our imports cannot exceed 
ourexporta. We know that the importa come 
back in return for exporta, and there is the limit 
beyond which they cannot go; therefore we can 
apply the rate of duty to our exporta, and make 
a calculation. If you take that teat, you find 
there muat be some reduction. How much I 
wilt not pretend to aay. I have given the esti- 
inate according to the common rule. How much 
it is really to be I do not know. 

In reference to diia bill— for I do not expect to 
•ay another word about it— I have only to say to 
the Senate that it ia for them, and not for me, to 
determine whether anything is to be done. If it 
is to be done, it muat be effected to-night; be- 
cause, after to-morrow, we must proceed to the 
consideration of the appropriation liilla. There 
will scarcely be time enotwh to give even a cur- 
sory examination to them from tnat time. If it 
should be the sense of the Setuite to pass over 
tfaia great subject to another session, and take all 
the consequences of that course, I shall submit 
cheerfully to wfaatSTer decision they may come 
to; but r hope they will come to some general 
conclusion to-night, and determine whether they 
will act, and how they will act, if they me»n to 
do anything; and if they do not, they will let ua 
know that it ia uaeleas to pursue this subject fur- 
ther. That is all I have to ask, so that to-mor- 
row we may be able to proceed to tBe considera- 
tion of the appropriation billa. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. Preeident, I think we 
have abundance of time to settle this question, 
because it is a very simple one. It ia now reduced 
to a simple question of taxation. I think there 
is very bate foundation for all theee eomplointa 
of want of time. We have a revenue syatem now 
in existence. Whether it be a good one or a bad 
one, it violatea one principle that has been ad- 
mitted by all parlies and alt politicians in this 
eooniry n>r twenty-five yeara. The gnat differ- 
ence between the Whig party and theDemocratic 
party, on thia queation of the tariff, was not of the 
Amount of revenue to be raised, but bow it should 
DO raised. Bo^ agreed that there should be no 
more revenue raised than was necessary for the 
economical wants of the Oovemment. That was 
an infiexible rule. That rule both proclaimed and 
both professed to tiblieve. In levying the revenue 
for the necessary wants of the Qovernment, tbey 
did differ as to whether or not they should dia- 
crimiiuUe for the benefit of the industry of our 
own country as against opposing interesta in other 
countries. That was the whole difference be- 
tween them. 

It is now admitted by every department of thia 
Government that we have more revenue than the 
economical wants of the Government raquire — 
more than the extravagant wanU of the Qxivern- 
ment require; and therefore the question of re- 
duction is a plain one, unless it be disturbed and 
hindered by those who are seeking the bounties 
of the Qovernment. If all the revenues of this 
Government were levied on one article, it would 
not take ten minutes to decide the quesUon in the 
Senate. If we laid a capitation tax on every in- 
habitant in the United States, ao far Arom there 
being a Ciry of want of time, five minutes before 
the odjournment would be considered sufficient 

bntih.9f tinw for tho dinioatioa of Um fnibUe 



burdens. The moment before the sands run out, 
the people's representatives would jump to their 
feet as one man and say, take off this tax. Now, 
while they a^mit the fact that we levy too mocbi 
they say we want lime to consider it, for it ia a 
great question. It iasgreat queation, buta plain 
one; you have no right to levy more out of the 
people of this count^ than ia necessary to carry 
on their Government. It is a dispute among thoae 
who seek its bounties, and who wish to cast its 
burdens on othera, that causes the difficulty. 

The Houae of Repreaevtatives, after long delay, 
took up this queation. I believe they did find half 
a day, in the midst of the very important pursuit 
in which tbey are now engaged, to aay we must 
reduce the taxes. All said that. The free-trader, 
the protoctioniat, the Whig, the Democrat, the 
Free-Soiler, all said, *' We levy too much; let us 
reduce the taxes." How have they done it? 
They savj upon the whole, the best way will be 
to take <»ra little, a Tery little, of the burden of 
taxation, and to give all the benefit of that little 
to preferred classes and interests. They propose 
to do too little, and to do that badly, unequally, 
and, therefore, unjuatly. The Houae has agreed 
to reduce the revenue t>y taking the burdens off 
of people engaged in manufactures, and leaving 
the rest of community without relief. That is 
their scheme. There ia not an article in their 
free list that relieves any other class of society. 
Tho intent ia to cast the taxes upon the great body 
of the people and relieve particular interests from 
any portion of tt. I know that is a very import- 
ant question and always will be. Thtu is your 
trouble. If we come squarely to this business, I 
am ready to meet it. We have now presented a 
dispute which has disturbed this Government and 
all other Governments ao long as people can be 
imposed upon by false theories and false ideas, 
and so long as there are men who want to profit 
out of the Government; who not only want it^ 
fair protection of life, and liberty, and property, 
but who want to make it an engine for the pur- 
pose of taking from oneportion of the people for 
the benefit of anotbA, The question is simplified 
and presented in the narrowest compasa. 

I ahould becontentwithareductionon tho tariff 
of 1846 aa it ia, though I did not approve of that 
act altogether, I thought that in some of its 
details it was wrong. I believed then that it 
would raise too much money. Since that time 
the great proaperity of the country, the inereaae 
of its wealth, has caused a corresponding increase 
of importation, and that tariff has brought os 
more money than the wildest and moat extrava- 
gant estimates of any party could ever imagine 
was necessary. I should be content to scale it 
down on its own principles, and make it nothing 
but a naked reduction— not that I think that best, 
but reduction with me is the main object, and it 
ought to override all other questions. We ought 
not to be diverted from it by the spinning of long 
yarns about wool. 1 suppose it is a very goira 
subject for my friend from Vermont to spin yams 
upon. Nor should we be diverted from it by 
dissertations on wine and iron. I know that 
when'l mention iron, I touch the feelings of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr, Bigler.] He 
is willing to do anything so that you let iron alone. 
You may touch sneep 'a wool, but not iron, if you 
want to satisfy him. 

My great object is to get the largest reduction 
I can conaiatent with equality of burdens. .If I 
cannot get that, I will talce the greatest reduction 
I can, no matterwhat particular mterest it crushes, 
because protection being a bounty, and nota mat- 
ter of right in principle, I will benefit the great 
mass of my countrymen, frOm Maine to Texas, 
SB is my duty, although, in doing it, I may be 
compelled, a^nst my own wishes, by the oDsti- 
nacy of conflicting intereats, to crush them out. 
I would tolerate a vicious syatem until it can 
safely be corrected; if its friends will allow me, I 
willdo it carefully if lean, but I muBtreduce taxes. 
If you cannotgive me a reduction without injuring 
these interests, then ^ive me a reduction upon any 
terms but thoae of inequality as the Houae bin 
does, for that is on the avowed principle of taking 
duties off the manufacturing interest at the ex- 
pense of all otiiers that are now taxed. That I 
will nsver agree to. I would rather continue to 
fidhr a oonmon bardeot hoping to anmn aU 



aufferers, than to give & bonoty which will relieve 
some pan only of them. That is my objection to 
that scheme. 

I think there is nothing extraordinary in the 
proposition of the Committee on Finance, or of 
my friend from Virginia. The Houae of Repre- 
sentatives sent ua a free list, excluding from duty 
a large number of articles. I think it is aound 
policy to exclude many of them; and in making 
a tariff I would exclude them. If I had to frame 
a tariff, I would levy no more revenue than was 
neceaaary to the economical wants of the Govern- 
ment, but I would discriminate moderately and 
wisely in iavor of the industry of my own coun- 
try. That ia, in my judgment,a sound principle. 
Tnat would be my rale; but die paramount obli- 
gation is to raise no more revenue than is neces- 
sary, and if, in the conflict of interests, I am to 
suffer taxation for the benefit of those classes who 
have grown up under protection, and not for the 
country, I will resist them to every extent. They 
■hall not put their burdens on the community. 
T)bey shall not tax the people for their benefit. 
Tbey shall not obstruct the reduction of the 
public burdens by an^ help from me. When 
they seek that, protection becomes an object, not 
an incident. Incidental jprotection, resting pnrejy 
on revenue duties, is wise when wisely applied. 
Here, however, the argument against reducing 
the public burdenaia, that some particular interest 
will not get as much of the public bounties as 
others. That was tite argument of 1117 frieni 
from Ohio. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator greadT misunder- 
stood me. I am for the reduction of duties. My 
objection ia that the reduction proposed by the 
Senator from Virginia ia disproportionate. He 
reduces the duty from thirty to tweoty-three per 
cent, on the manufactured article of wool, and 
from thirty to eight per cent, on the raw material. 
That seems to me a plain proposition which can- 
not be misunderstood. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not misundentand my 
friend. He restates himself just aa Istated faim. 
I say his complaint is, that in this reduction his 
interest does not get as much boanty as other 
interests. 

Mr. PUGH. I do not ask fbr any bounty, 
but simply that we shall not b« destroyed fbr the 
benefit of othera. 

Mr. TOOM BS. I say all duties are bounties; 
and your complaint ia, that others get mon 
bounty than you. My friend from PennaylTanit 
ia warm on tbeaubject of iron. Touch anything 
but iron with him — anything but wool with my 
friends from Ohio and Vermont, 

Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senator means — I 
dare say he does — to state me fhidy. I do not 
object to a corresponding reduction of wool; and 
if gentiemen will put manufactures of woo) at 
eight per cent., witli the raw material, I shall be 
willing to let it stand. What I object to is the 
disproportionate reduction. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is a cood objection; but 
the question still is among the oenefictaries of the 
Government, who shall get the greatest advan- 
tage ? I happen to represent a constituency who 
get nothing at all but taxation. We ask no ad- 
vantage — we claim none. You give ua no pro- 
tection on our productiona. Cotton is in the 1^ 
list; rice ia in the free list; lumber ia in the free 
list, by the reciprocity treaty. These are the 
chief products of my own people. We have 
neither sought nor asked any bounty; therefore 
ve are impartial judges betwera Ute grower and 
the manontctarer of wool. It is not a southern 
question. It la a question among you gentlemen 
who are seeking the advantages of the Govern- 
ment. You raise a quarrel, and I am afraid the 
r^lt will be to leave ua to pay taxes to a Gov- 
ernment that does not wont them. You levy 
iSO,000,000 a year, which everybodj aays you 
do not want, Vou say now it is going to pro- 
duce a commercial revnlsion, and derange your 
currency. If that shall be the effect, it wiU be 
a just punishment to those who levy bjirdens on 
the seople without public nseessi^; and if it 
breaks down the commerciid interests, let diem 
send here truer and better men, who would leave 
the money where tt properiy belongs, in the 
pockets or the owners. I.should not weep if it 
bntii^t then eoDTuIiloaf. ItwouMbeuejiuc 
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mniahmeat of iniqatty, I thanlc Ood that there 
B an avenging Nemesis tbat follows in the train 
)f false theones in politics and wicked legisla- 
jon, and teadui eommnniUes the folly of wiek- 
idneaa. 

I would enlar^ the firee list on the principles I 
lave stated, but first I want a reductron on gea- 
iral taxation. Take off the public burdens by re- 
lucing duties upon allarticles of general consump- 
ion all over the country and among all classes. 
This will be beginning at the riffht mace. Why 
hall you ux Mune for the benefit or sheep grow- 
ITS in Vermont? In this dispute between the 
aanufactarers and the grower, I think Uie i.rga- 
nentis with the manufacturer. He has my sym- 
>athies; but I hope I have equal sympathy for 
.11 my countrymen. I am willing thatevery man 
hall follow tnat pursuit which suits his taste and 
;enius, and will oest promote his own interest; 
,nd I know, if he does that, he will best promote 
he public interest. If I eould settle this dispute 
•n any just drin^ple, I should be glad to do so; 
lut I believe it is irrecondlable— one or the other 
oust go. T|e idea of protecting both— the wool 
nanumetarer and the wool grower — presents one 
if those problems that cannot be worked out. 
The more you try it, the worse it will be. If you 
,'tve to woolen manufacturers and to. raw wool 
. protection of one Jiundred per cent., it is quite 
ertain, even then, that yon would not drive out 
oreign competition. It would certainly injure 
loth interests. Its operation could only he tem- 
>orary. It is fiitile to think of building up both 
ntcrcstg together by equal duties, no matter what 
hey may m. The best protection to the wool 
:rower is to multiply end strsnrtben the woolen 
nanufacturera. I believe it to be the only mode 
■f permanently benefiting them. On no sound 
irinciple of political economy can equal duty on 
lOth which you will lay harmonize them. If 
roolen manufactures and wool-growing can sue- 
eed together without duty, they will succeed if 
■ou ^ on taxing them pari paoii; bat if either 
cquires a duty, neither can succeed on any such 
laaia as I have stated. We have not the same 
lifficulty as to cotton manufacturers, because we 
aise our own cotton; and we do not raise suffi- 
ientwoolfor the home consumption. Tbegnat 
omplaint of the woolen mann&eturers is, that 
hey have to pay a lar^e duty on the cheap wools 
if South America. They are now working at a 
lieadvantage, because the English manufacturer 
akes the wool front Buenos Ayrcs, where wool 
«Bt8 but little, and brings it cheaply to Eiu^and 
tuty f ree, while they pay thirty per cent, mtvato- 
tm. The result is, 4iat the duty on wool and on 
vooleti raanufoetures at present being the same, 
lur manufacturers of wool are driven out of for- 
jgn markets, and struggle hard for their own, I 
lo not think that system is wise. In laying my 
(□ties, I would protecta branch of industry which, 
n my judgn^nt, will be able to support itself 
vithin a short time, and be a permanent advant- 
ige to the country. To attempt to build up the 
nnnufacture and the raw material of the same 
commodity by equal duties on both, is an absurd- 
ly in politicalecoaomy. Both may succeed, but 
t will be in spite of, and not by, reason of the 
luty. 

Mr. BIGLER. Then you are for iron. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have dealt softly with iron, 
or I have a kind feeling for Pennsylvania, and 
t is an article of great national necessity. A long 
ago, we were told that if we would only 
;ive iron protection for a short time, it would soon 
>e able to stand alone, and furnish us a full sup- 
>ly without duty. We continued the protection 
>n iron from 1816 down. In 184S, we levied 
■wenty-five dollars a ton on railroad iron. We 
Axed every man and woman in the United States 
who was engaged in agriculture, from the old 
svoman who carried her dozen eggs to market to 
Lhc man who carried his hogshead of sugar on a 
railroad, for the benefit of this iron interest. 

Mr. BIGLER. Tfae^ got it all back. It was 
refunded. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That the only way to main- 
tain that policy — by bold, AaK^d, unsupported as- 
sertion. My State has pai(f ..^u at lea^t |£3.000.000 
ftn railroad iron, and Jia^ ^> goi back a cent of 
it, except under tlw act r,h.a&» special 
ict. InmTAMttt^^^mspaM^.we 



did allow the roads then in existence for about a 
year or eighteen months to get their railroad iron 
free of duty; but I am not aware that anybody 
else ever got back any duties refunded. I have 
been here ever since the act of 1846 was passed. 
I have closely watched your legislation. When- 
ever an attempt was made to icfund the duty on 
railroad iron, or to extend the time for its pay- 
ment, here stood Pennsylvania watching every 
bar of iron lying down on the river side, or oo 
the wharves in the streams of the United States, 
and saying, "Pay what thou owest,"like the 
unjust servant — settle with Government. She 
wanted not only the whole duty, but the money 
in hand. I admit railroad iron is a very import- 
ant manufacture, but the policy of giving it even 
incidental protection is exceedingly doubtnil. 
Cheap transportation is the great want of our 
country; and cheap iron is necessary to that end. 
In 1846 we gave it thirty per cent.-, in 1843 we 
levied twenty-five dollars a ton upon it; and I do 
not believe a hundred weightof railroad iron was 
made in Pennsylvania from 1643 to 1846. In 1846, 
when weproposed to reduce the duty, they brought 
us one bar as a sample. They had made one in 
four years. That is the history of the railroad 
iron manufacture of Pennsylvania up to that time. 

Mr. BIGLER. When I made the remark to 
the Senator from Georgia, that his doctrines 
brought him within the class to supporf protec- 
tion upon iron, I did so because he laid down the 
principle that he would give an incidental pro- 
tection to any great interest in the country that 
was likely, within a reasonable time, to take care 
of itself. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is my principle. 

Mr. BIGLER. I understand the Senator, of 
course, to mean such interests as are suited to the 
country, like iron, when wc have an inexhaust- 
ible amount of raw materia!, when we have all 
the facilittesfor manufacture, when we have every 
reason to believe that within a brief period, as 
stated by the Senator ftom Virginia, the home 
production will equal the home eonsumption, and 
we shall be clear of all fear of competition ftom 
abroad. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish at thispoint, with the 
consent of the Senator from Georgia, to say to 
the Senator from Vermont, that I have before me 
the table of importations for Wf&h, and the amount 
of importations in schedule A is $3,589,486. The 
table from which he read musthave been for 1856. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I read from the volume 
published in 1856. I have it now before me. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is the table sent to me 
fVom the Department, not more than two weeks 
ago. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mine amounU to the sum 
of $4,000,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is for 1856. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Last year. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is 1856. It is about 
four millions; but for 1855 it is what I stated. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I stated the returns oa 
they were before me id the official tables. 

Mr. TOOMBS. My fl-iend from Pennsylva* 
nia laid down sound doctrine, and quoted me cor- 
rectly. But he forgot to say a word about that 
bar of iron which was the suoject of controversy. 
I said that in 1842 we were told if we would only 
give them a protection of twenty-five dollars a 
ton, they would soon be able to supply the 
demand for railroad iron. They never got to 
making it up to 1846, and in that year they made 
one bar that lay out in front of the Capitol here for 
some time. They have been making some since 
that time. I think, with the present improved 
process and the protection they receive, thercan 
get along very well with a revenue duty. They 
will find It out after they try it. I have seen many 

Seople who supposed they would be ruined by 
epriving them of advantages which they had 
over others, but when they returned to the prin- 
ciples of Justice and right, they found that they 
prospered better. 1 believe it will be so with the 
iron interest. 

As I have said, I will take the best scheme for 
reduction that will work the least inequality. I 
will not take the reduction solely on the principle 
of benefiting particular interests, because that is 
making protection not the incident but the object 
of legiilation— a principle which ! nerer nip- 



ported; a principle which has never been avowed 
by any polLUcal pjarty, or any of the great polit- 
ical men in America. If we are now to legislate 
to reduce our burdens, as the bill of the House 
of Representatives provides, solely to benefit the 
manufacturing classes of this country, we inau- 

f urate a policy that is announced now for the 
rst time in our legislature. It is not a doctrine 
which the people of this country have favored. 
It is not a doctrine they ought to sustain, and 
they will not sustain it. 

I think there is very great error in the argu- 
mepts on another branch of the subject. One 
objection to the scheme of my friend from Vir- 

E*nia is, that it will increase the revenue, Ho^? 
et us understand this question. Let us dismiss 
sophistries and theories, and follow the truth. 
How can it increase the revenue \ It is unques- 
tionably true that the foreign importation and the 
domestic supply now equal the present demand. 
That is undoubtedly correct as to general manu- 
factures. Then, witn redqiced duties, the same im- 
portation will take place, with the addition of the 
greater ability of the country to consume, unless 
it displace domestic manufactures. Tbat is as 
demonstrable as a theorem in Euclid. The rev- 
enue can only be increased in one of two ways. 
The increased wealth of the country, and the in- 
creased value of exports, may enlarge the im- 
ports, and thus increase ^e revenue. That is a 
legitimate increase, of which I do not complain, 
u it increases the revenue by displacing the do- 
mesticorticle which cannotstand upunderiwenty- 
three per cent, protection, it ought to increase, 
and that only fhrnishes a reason for going down^ 
to a tower point, until Uiat domesue article is' 
driven out of the market. Then if this proposi- 
tion increases the revenue, it does so on sound 
principle. I am in favor of it, though it does not 
go far enough in the right direction. 

I do not believe in the alarm that is got up by 
manufecbirers and commercial men as to the sur> 
plus money in the Treasury. I think the best 
place you can put the money, if you will continue 
to take it from the people, in the present state'of 
affairs, is in the Treasury, if you donot, by your 
legislation, throw it away. 1 am not afraid 
of the imports. The imports of the coantry now 
are less than the exports, I care nothing for the 
clamor of newspapers and stockjobbers about 
exporting or importing coin. It will be exported 
or imported, according to the wants of the coun- 
try. We are exporters of coin now, because we 
have recently acquired a great gold country. 
We receive $48,000,000 or $50,000,000 of coin 
from the miners every year. It comes through 
our hands. We of Georgia send cotton to New 
York, and the miners of California send gold, for 
no other reason than that they make |[olif and we 
cotton. We pay for what wc wont in what we 
have got, and Uiey do the same. Coin must ne- 
cessarily now be an article of export, without any 
reference to the old theory of balance of trade. 
If California were an independent State, she would 
export scarcely anything else, and therefore, ac- 
cording to this theory, the more gold sheexported 
the more she would be mined. If she was to 
carry her exports of gold from $40,000,000 up to 
$100,000,000 a year, she would be a ruined people 
— worse than ruined, because she would be agreat 
exporter of gold, in order to meet the balance of 
.rade against her. Ifshemade|400,000,000,8ent 
it away, and got in return rum, molasses, sugar, 
cotton, and wines, she would be, acconling to 
this theory, in hopeless destitution ! That is the 
theory. Our exports ^ring the last year were 
greater than our imports, and at this time the 
promise is that they will be still greater. We 
make more to sell, get better prices for it, and, 
therefore, buy more from other people. I see 
nothing alarming in this state of Mide. 

The prices of all textile fabrics, of cottoQ-wo6l, 
sheep's wool, hemp, fiax, have gone up. There 
has been a general rise, both in Ueprice of labor 
and its products, everywhere. Three million 
bales of cotton, the estimated crop of this year, 
will bring $40,000,000 more than three and a 
half millions did last year. We shall, conse- 
quently, be able to buv more merchandise. If^ 
as a cotton planter, \ send out $10,000 worth of 
cotton, have twenty per cent, added to its value 
by freight and oommunont, find bring bMk th« 
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price ID the shape of $13,000 of foreign conBum- 
«t>le commodities, I do nol think it would bring a j 
financial crisis on me, nor will it on the nation. ' 
The purchasing power of the country has in- . 
creased, and we,aB wise statesmen, should reduce 
our tariff, in order to meet this improving condi- 
tion of our country. We get the same amount I 
of monev by lower taxes. If we had but ten | 
minutes left, it would be a good time to do it. As 
40 the quarrel between my friends fVom Vii^ioia ; 
and Ohio, with reference to their Democratic 
prindples, I hope that contest will be postponed 
to a more convenient season. We are dealing 
with the great question of reducing public taxes 
and pubuc burdens. Give uB a reduction of 

f 10,000,000 if you will, $30,000,000 if you can. 
will take $35,000,000 if possible, and then you 
would do justice to the toiling millions of honest 
vorktng people throughout the country. 1 am 
first for the measure that brings the greatest re- 
duction; next for that that brings the next great- 
est reduction; and las of all, for that which brings 
the least reduction or. &ir principles, but never 
for that which makes a reduction for the exclusive 
benefit of mnicular classes. To that I object. 

Mr.BtTTLER. I know that my State expects 
r me to take a part in this debate, because I believe 
there is no State in the Union that has made as 
many issues on free trade as South Carolina. As 
to Uie theory which the entertains and has pro- 1 , 
mulgated, I may say, without any vanity as far 
as I can speak of her doctrines, that she nu not 
spoken in vain, although she was threatened with 
the sword for speaking. I might be considered 
as going very far if I were to say that I should 
l>e perfectly willing to have no custom-houses at 
all. Tb^ is my opinion; but 1 know I cannot 
have that. I go so far aa to say that, in a com- < 
mercial point of view, the custom-houses must 
necessarily, in the form of tariffs, make discrim- 
inations; and in a war point of view, I know we 
must retain the power of di8criminating,in order 
to protect iron or any other material wmch must ' 
be protected as an element of war. I have no idea | 
now of being able to reduce the tariff to anything 
like the level to which the South Carolina doc- 
trine would reduce it. 

Sir, for myself, I want no tariff. I say to this 
Confederacy that I am perfectly willing to be 
placed in the original position of constituencies 
to pay for carrying on this Government. I am 
not, however, to be drawn into a discussion on 
that subject, for I know that anything which is 
untenidife is a matter not to be disoussed, or at 
least its discussion is fruitless. 

We have yTO.OOO.OOO of revenue. Who pays 
it? I believe thac jp5,000,000 would be enough. 
If we were to take off half the taxes, from whom 
would the $35,000,000 be taken off? This burden 
would be taken off the poor and middle classes of 
the people, for as to the rich they do notmind it. 
The persons who pay these taxes are the con- 
sumers — the humble milkmaid who pays for her 
calico, the humble mechanic who pays for the 
coat in which he works, the humble farmer who 

ays for the plow be uses twenty percent, more 
u) he ought to pay. If you could bring to the 
mind of the people that these classes are paying 
more than they are bound to pay, they woald 
resist; but as long as you delude them with this 
disguised form of taxation you make this a Gov- 
ernment more irresponsible, in my opinion, than i 
any,aa far as I have read history — I say the most 
irresponsible Qovernment on earth, so far as re- 
gards the collection and disbursement of revenue. 
You collect it sometimes on wool, sometimes on 
this article, sometimes on that; but you always 
take it from the industrial portion of the commu- 
nily. They pay it, and they do not know that 
tbey pay it. It is bo diffused that they never 
know it. If you take off the taxation in t'he form I 

Eroposed here, you will have prosperity, parttcu- 
irly in my portion of the country. Cotton would 
rise to twenty cents to-morrow, I believe, if we 
bnd no tariff. I believe if you let all the world 
compete with the manufacturers here, we should 
raise the raw material; that would be the result. 
Cotton has already risen to nearly fifteen cents, 
and I am not so sure that it would not rise to 
twenty under a proper system. I know, how- 
ever, that that is an end which cannot now be 
attaiiwd. 



I desire it to be understood that your taxation 
comes out of delusive and fraudulent legislation 
in some respects, and unwise legislation in all 
respects. 1 nave not a very intelligent view of 
the details of these different bills; I am sorry to 
say that I have not. I know one thing, however: 
as long OS this Treasury is here for distraction and 
contention, it is the element, not only of dissen- 
sion, but it is the element of strife for spoils. If 
we bad no money here, do you think we should 
be contendinj^ to the extent that we bam been? 
No, sir. With regard to this money, I am will- 
ing to let it go into circulation, and the best way 
to put it into circulation is to let the people use 
the money as they think proper; but let not the 
Government assume the guardianship over the 
money and the disposition of other people's for- 
tunes. What rieht have I to build up the iron 
interest, the woolen interest, or any other inter- 
est, through the monev contributed to this Treas- 
ury for the benefit of tne common objects of Qov- 
ernment? 

Sir, I have no time to go ftiUy into the subject 
of free trade. I believe the time will come, and 
I think it is not very far distant, when the nations 
of the earth will be brought so near to each other 
that I would as lief deal with a merchant in Liv- 
erpool OS with a merchant in New York. If I 
can buy a broadc^th coat in Liverpool ten dol- 
j lars chsBper than in New York, I see no reason 
w&y I should be compelled to pay thirty dollars 
for it in the one place and not oe sllowed to get 
it for twenty dollars in the other. That is the 
result of your discrimination. 

I do not undertake to discriminate between my 
friends from Ohio, Virginia, and Geoi^a. If it 
were a matter of mere taste, I would rather go 
for the man who cultivates his land and feeds hts 
sheep, and prepares the great element. But what 
right, in reality, have we to assume jurisdiction 
over matters of this kind, except to raise revenue? 
And in raising revenne itought to be just. Who 
is to decide ? Discretion. What is discretion ? 
Interest. What is interest? Power. What is 
power? It is the combination of different influ- 
ences; and that makes up the whole concern, so 
far as regards the regulation of the industrial con- 
cerns of this country. If I were logo into on 
enlereedview of this subject, it would take more 
time ttian I now think proper to occupy. I shall 
vote for the amendment or the Committee on Fi- 
nance. Whether or not I shall vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia,! do not know ; 
for there are some features developed in it that I 
do not fully undeniiaod. If we are to discrim- 
inate, I do not wish to discriminate against the 
wool grower in favor of the manufacturer. I have 
no sympathy of that kind. 1 shall vote for the 
amendment of the committee, and will take the 
best scheme I can.get; but for myself I want no 
tariff. I would obliterate the whole concern. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I should like to understand 
the precise Question before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro (empcre. The question 
is on the amendment reported from the Commit- 
tee on Finance to insert after the first section of 
the bill of the House of Representatives the fol- 
lowing: 

Stc. a. Jlrvi ht it further enaetti, Tbai &1) arUclei enu- 
merated in schedules A and B, in the act or 30tli of July, 
1846, reduclnv Ilitt duty on Imporu, shall, on and aAer the 
IM or Julj, IS.'iT, pay ad valorem duller uf thirn per cent.; 
and that all articles enameraicd In schedules C, D, E, F, 
G, and II, of said act, each respectively, ^atl pay a duty 
or one flflh loss tbon the ratea now impwed by said act, 
wllh the eicepiiona otherwiw [vovided In this act- 
Mr. BAYARD. I believe it is in order to ask 
fora division of that amendment. The two clauses 
of it are perfectly distinct. I desire to vote sep- 
arately on each clause. One of them I can vote 
for, and ^e other 1 cannot, 1 am not well enough 
to assign my reasons for this, but I ask that a 
separate vote be taken on the first clause of the 
section which applies to scheduLs A and B. 

Mr. BIGGS. It will be recollected by the Chair 
that the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wil- 
loif] moved to amend that section by striking out 
the latter clause. That motion has been disposed 
of, and therefore there has already been a vole of 
the Senate upon that clause of the section. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 understand that, but it does 
not meet my proposition. I ask for a division of 
tlw ptttding ameodowirt. The form in wbuh the 
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question was put by the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts is easeniiallv different. 
The'vote was not taken by yeas ana navs, and 
no person could tell anything about tt. What the 
wilt of the Senate is we do not know. I wish to 

St at it. I suppose no Senator desires to obstrua 
e determinauon of the majority of the Senate. 
All I ask is, that we may take the vote on distinct 
propositions separately, by yeas and nays. I 
think I have a murliamentary right to coll for this. 
Mr. BIOLER. Certainly. 
The PRESIDENT pro tes^m. The Chair 
will state to the Senator fronj Delaware that a vote 
-has been token on a propostdon to strike out the 
latter clause of the pending amendment. That 
motion was not agreed to; and the yeas and nays 
have been ordered on the whole amendment as it 
stands. 

Mr. SEWA&D. It is competent to divide the 
section now. Members may nave voted against 
striking out for the veryreason that they wanted 

to divide the section. The section contains two 
distinct, separable propositions, entirely inde- 
pendent of each other. The first portion of the 
section treaU of schedules A and which em- 
brace several chapters iu the volume of the stat- 
utes. The other portion embraces schedules C, 
D, E, F,G,and H. There is no connection be- 
tween them. It is perfectly proper to«divide 
them. 

Mr. BIGLER. Anv Senator hmm a ckw par^ 
liamentary right to call for a division. 

Mr.STtlART. I think there is some Bumrader* 
standing as to the condition of this amendioent. 
Senators all around me, like myself, have aa 
recollection of a vole having been taken on the 
proposition to strike out the latter part it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I had do idea of it. 

Mr. STUART. I om^awars die motion was 
made, but like several others, X did not know that 
it had been voted on. 

The PRESIDENT prw tmpon. 1 was not in 
the chair when the vote was taken, but the Sec- 
retary has entered it. 

Mr.PRATT. LettheSecrrtaiyraaritbeJonrw 
no], that we may aee how it atanos. 

Mr. SEWARD. If the question was taken we 
must all be deemed to have voted in the aAim- 
ative, as there was certainly no diviaioo, sod 
therefore I move a reconsideration of the vote. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The vote waa taken. I 
remember it. 

Mr. BUTLER. How did the Senator from 
New York vote ? 

Mr. SEWARD. I must have voted for it, as 
there was no division. , 

The PRESIDENT pre Uautn. The Gbur 
will slate to the Senate that of coorae the Joar> 
nal is not yet made up; but Ute minntea kept by 
the Secretary contain thit entry: 

« WUwm to strike oat— not agraad I0.» 

Mr. BAYARD. I recollect very well that such 
a motion was made by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, and a question was put in some form, 
and I myselfanswered *'no " withoutrealty know- 
ing what was the exact meaning and parport of 
the proposition upon which I was voting. I there- 
fore move a reconsideration. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have made that motion. 

The PRESIDENT pre fei^pere. It is moved 
to reconsider the vote refusing to strike oat the 
latter clause reported by the comiaittee as the 
second section. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. Now I ask for a divinon of 

the amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. I object to any division being 
made. It is an entire amendment; and the otuy 
way of reaching the Senator's obje^ is by a mo- 
tion to strike out a part of it. 

Mr. SEWARD. The question now recars on 
striking out. 

Mr. BAYARD. Aa I understand the rales of 
the Senate, the amendment is perftctly suscept- 
ible of division. Its two elsnses are totally Ex- 
tinct, The first clause applies to schedulen A and 
B. Then comes anotlfer clause applying to dis- 
tinct schedules in the act of 1846. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
will allow the Chair to state that the queaiion 
BOW before the Semjej^ on the miriioa to acdke 
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)ut the latter elaaae of tha HOtioii reported by 
he committee. 

Mr. BAYARD. That vill io effeot give ua s 
eparste vote on each branch of th& ameMimtit, 
nd therefore I do not insist on a diviMon. 

Mr. REID. 1 deeire to inquire whether, if thii 
mendment be inserted by a TOte of the Senate, 
I vilt be afterwards competent to strike out the 
rhole billjand insert the amMdment ot tha 8m- 
tor from Vii^ma? Will it Iw eoiBpetmt haw- 
fter to atrike out what we now inaart? 

The PRESIDENT pr* t0Ni|Mn. Then is no 
lotion to insert. 

Mr. REID. The amendnent of the CMBmittea 
I to insert a new section. 

The PRESIDENT pro tmpvn. 7%ere is a 
lotion pending to amend Uie amendment of the 
smmittee by striking out the last dauae of it. 

Mr. REtS. I know that; but my inqntiy waa 
rhether, if we vote a|:ainst atriking oat, and then 
dopt the anrendment, It will ba eeropetant eftar- 
■aras, by a rote of the Senate* to atrlke it out i 

The PRESIDENT pra tempore. It will not ba 
r order unless there be a reconsideration. 

Mr. RUSK. According to the rale, the proper 
raraeifl to insert any amendments that are agree- 
bfe to the Senate, and then, if there be one word 
r the original bili left, you may moye to sfarike 
at the whole of it, and offer a substitnte. 

ThePRESIDENTprotempare. It will uiiqoaa- 
onably be in order lo moTe a subatitute for (he 
'hole bill, or to amend it further.. 

Mr. REID. That was the inquiry I made. 

The PRESIDENT pr9tmp«ra. Thequeatioa 
I on the motion of the Senator from Maasa- 
lusetta, to strike out of the amendment of the 
>ramittee that portion of it which provides for 
4ucing one fifth the duties on the articles in 
ihcdulcs C; D, E, P, Q, and H. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that question I uk for 
te yeas and nays. 

The Teas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I shoH not 
)te on this question, having paired off with my 
lend from norida, Mr. Mallobt. 

The question being taken by yeas and nya, 
«ultea— yeas 14, nays 93; «s follows; 

YEAS— Mesan. Bajwil, BelloTNewRiunpihlre.BlKler, 
rodliead. Collnmer, Piab, Foot, Foiter, fSejer, nourae, 
W, Sewmrd, SnoMier, ami Wilwn— 14. 
NAYS— Mesara. Adams, Allen, Ml of TmaaSMe, Ben- 
mio. Biggs, Brown, Butler, CUy, CritteDden, Dockee, 
rang, Fitdi, Fitspntrich, Green, Owin, Hoiucon, Hunter, 
«non, JameR, Jotmtfon, Jones or lows, NTbmhi, Pu^, 
!id, EuiA, Sebastioa, BlUall, auuut, TbonpMin of Ken- 
efcy, TooBbs, Teuoey, Trumbull, and Yidie— 33. 

So the motion to strike out was not lereed to; 
id the question recurred on the aHienamant of 

t committee. 

Mr. BRODHBAD called for the yeaa and nays; 

td they were ordered. 

Mr.TOUCEY. I riae, Mr. Preaident, for the 
irpoae of saying that I ahal! vote for this amend- 
ent; and if it does not prevail, I ahidl vote for 
e amendment of the Senator ftom Virginia. I 
ibU vote for thia in order to combine, as ihr as 
■acttcablc, two opinione—one for a reducUon of 
e revenue by a simple addition to the free list, 
id the other for a reduction of the revenue by a 
V rata diminution of duties. One opi|iion seems 
prevail in one end of the country, and the other 
ipeara to prevail in the other. I think either 
■orse would be rather aectional, and aeetional 
'islation cannot be permanent, f I go for a 
duction of the duties. I am willing to enlai^ 
e free list to a certain extent, and to combine 
ith it a general reduction of dntiaa. Irccavdboth 
easures as a redaction of taxea. It la in vain 
tell me that when I vote to reduce the tax levied 
r the Government on a particular (utiele which' 
Iters into the consumption of the country, I do 
rt vote to repcd the taxes on the people. If by 
■ doing I enable the people to buy more luxu- 
sa or more eonveniences of life, I yet reduce 
eir taxes, unlesa they cbooae to enfuge their 
vn expenditures in another direction. 
The only difficulty upon this subject is, that a 
duction of duties ia not considered as a repeal 
' taxes. It is that, and it is noUiing ebe. An 
direct tax is just as maeh a tax aa if it wer< 
rect, and is jn^ae much paid by Uie eonaumer 
I if he paid it^ a tax warrant. This n not 
ideratood by nH. It is not felt. It b loat 



Bt^t of. But nevertheleas it is a payment of 
taxea. 

It ia a principle which I believe is universally 
coHcededy that we are not justified in raising rev- 
enua beyond the necessary expenses of the Gov- 
erament. 1 am not willing to go one step beyond 
■that point; and having a surplus in the Treasury, 
and an aeoumulaling surplus, unless we act at 
diis time it ia to be increased to aacb an extent as 
to threaten the country with disaster. Unlraswe 
act at the present session, this accumulation will 
go on increasing for nearly two years to come; 
and the amount which will be in the Treasury 
when any future nieaaure of legislation on this 
subject may he carried into enect, will be very 
lai^, and the consequence, in my judgment, to 
the country and the Grbvernment, very disastrous., 
I have seen, in practical legislation, the operation 
and the effect of thia large surplus of revenue, 
and I deprecate It oa one of the greateat evils that 
can exist in thia Government. 

I shall vote, aa I aaid, in the fint place, for this 
amendment, and if it be not adopted by the Sen- 
ate, I shall vote for the measure proposed by the 
Senator from Virginia. Although the o^ection 
has been made to the latter measure that it inter- 
feres with the wool-growing interest, I will etate 
here in my own vindication, that I believe, if wool 
were admitted free, it would not ityure the wool- 
growing interest of the country. There is no 
importation of wool from abroad that comes in 
competition with it. On the contrary, if you re- 
peal the duty,the introduction of wool fromabroad 
wlU so enlarge the domestic manufcwture that it 
will increase the demand for the article produced 
at home ; and the repeal of duty, instead of being 
injurious, will be a benefit to the wool CTOwer. 
That we know by the experience of Great Britain, 
by the experience of France, by the experience of 
^lgium;and I entertain the most profound con- 
vicUon that a repeal, partial or total, of the duty 
on wool, will be beneficial to that portion of the 
agricultural interest. I.know, upon that point, 
there is a difierence of opinion among ^oae di- 
rectly interested in tlie matter, and fthink the 
preponderance of 0{Hnion is in &vor of the repeal 
of the duty. 

i have said thus much in vindication of the 
course I propose to take, in order that it may be 
underetood. I have said already, that if the 
amendment of the committee, which ia, petiiaps, 
the best measure that, can be obtained, be not 
adopted, I shall vote for the amendment of the 
Senator fVom Virginia, that the bill may go back 
to the other House combining these two opinions, 
these two interests which appear to be struggling 
on this subject; and then the result, if this com- 
bination be made, will, in my judgment, be rether 
permanent and reliable, ana uiat is of the highest 
importance to the interests involved. 

Mr. BRODHBAD. I rise merely to correct an 
error of fact into which the Senator from Con- 
necticut has tnadvertenUy fallen. I underetood 
him to aay that the bill from the House of Rep- 
reaentativea was a sectional one, and carried by 
sectional votes. I have the record before me, and 
I think such is not the fact. The bill of the House 
of Representatives received votes from nearly ^1 
the States. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I do not mean to aay in the 
offensive sense that it is aectional, but I mean to 
aay that Uie prevailing opinion at one end of the 
country is for that bill, while the prevailing opin- 
ion at the other end of the country is adverse to 
it, and for a different system, as the voUa of the 
two pwrties in the House of RepreHRtativea 
clearly indicate. They have sent to us one branch. 
I would add to it the other branch, so as to com- 
bine the two interesu in ftasr of the measure that 
may be adopted. That will give it a promise of 
permanence which ia of the highest importance to 
tbepecuniary interests involved. 

The queauoo being taken by yeaa and naya on 
the omendmentof the Committee on FiiHUioe,re- 
SBlt«d— yeas 35, nays 13; as follows: 

TEAa— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
aee, Benjamin, Biws, Brown, BuUer, Oay, Crittenden, 
Dorhea, Evus, Flah, Fitch, ftupatrfok, Green, Qwin, 
BomloB, Httoter, Ivermn, JoimaoB, Jones of fowa, Mai 
IW7, UaM», Prao, Puib, Beid, KiiaJi,. Slidell, Btuart, 
Tbompson of Kentucky, ToomlM, Toncev, Tnimtrall, mm 
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head, CoUttner, FOoL Poster, Qotw. NoHiMtSewsid, 
Samner, nuunaon (tf new Jersey, WSde, and iniHQ— 1% 

So the amendmeDt waa agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS. I now move the anMndiBaiit 
which I gave noUoe thia mmiii^ I dioald offer. 
I presume it will give rise to no debate. Bverr 
Senator on the rutding of the amendment wiQ. 
know whether he is for it. or against it. I only 
oak tar the yeaa and naya on the amendment, 
which I offer as a substitute for the whole hUl aA 
amended. 

Mr. FISH. Before the cpnMion ia taken oa 
that amendment, I presume it is in order to amend' 
the original bill. 

The PRESIDENT pre (ea^ore. Certainly. 

Mr. PISH. 1 deaira to propoaean amejadnient 
which I presume will be re^uded as rather one 
of form than of substance. 1 propoae ftoa lina^t 
two hundred and eighty-nine to two hundred and 
ninety-one to strike out the words: 

" With mora than tbirty- three per eentnm cm Art, jnUL 
buna, or Imparities of any aon, or wliicb Aall be ImpntiBd.*" 

The Act is that no cheap wool is imporleii with 
less than thirty-three per cent, of impuritiea; and 
this provision, if retained, will have the e&ct of 
retaining the present duty on all cheap vool. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. I now propose, inline two hundred: 
and eighty-five, to strike out the words impor- 
tation of fifteen, ** and insert "exportation of 
twenty." It will then read: " sheep's wool on* 
manufactured, of the value at the port of expor- 
tation of twenty-cents per pound or leas, " and in 
line two hundred and eignty-six, to strike oui 
"fifty," and insert "sixty, '^so as to read, **an4 
of the value of sixty cents per pound, or over." 

I do not wish to detain tne Senate at tliis ttraa 
of n^ht with any discussion upon the question: 
but Iwill borelv occupy a minute in stating that 
there is scarcely any wool imported which, at 
the place of importaUoo, ia as low as fifteen centf 
per pound. I have taken from the table of im- 
ports, carefully, the value of all wool imported 
during the past year, and I find that there ia, in 
all, of wool which at the place of exportation 
at ten centa^nly about three millions of pound^ 
imported. Wool which at the place of ej;por- 
totion costs ten eenta is worth more than fineea 
cents at the place of importation. The freight 
on the bulky arltclo is, as I underatand from those 
versed in the matter, from two and a half to tbre^ 
cents per pound. Add to that the charges of in- 
surance and other necessary choirs, faay twenty- 
five per cent.,) and you bring wool, worth ten 
cents at the place of exportation, to sixteen centf 
in our market. 

Mr. HUNTER. The wool of this clause of 
the original bill is to me exceedingly objection- 
able. It is the old question of home valuation. 
The wool is t^ be valued at the port to which it is 
brought, and it ie manifest that, in that case, the 
duties must be unequal, for wool is worth more 
at some places than others. The equality which 
is required by the Constitution will be disturbed. 

Mr. .FISH. The Senator undentanda my 
amendment. It ia to aubatitute the Talue at the 
place of exportation. 

Mr.*HUNTBR. That ia right. 

The amendment waa agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. There are two other amendnienta 
necessarv to perfect the clause. In line two hun- 
dred ana ninety-five "importation" should be 
"exportation,*'^ and " fifly cents" should b« 
" sixty cents," in order to conform to the altera* 
tiona already made. 

The ameodmenta were agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. In line two hundred and nioetr-* 
seven I move to insert the word ** intentional** 
before "admixture." It now reads, "which 
shall be reduced in value by the admixture of 
dirt." The objeot ia to prevent fraudulent nn> 
dervaluatioa. All these coarse woola are mixed 
largely with dirt. That ia one cause qf their 
price. 

The amendment waa agnad to. 

Mr. FISH, i have one more amendnvot. ,IC 
is in line two hundred and ninety-four, to aubsU- 
tute the word " aeoured" in place of " deonaad 
or ynrifieii^* It is a technical lag^ in the tndy 
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The oi%toBl bill in i^ard to wool wu u fol- 
lowa; 

"Sheep** wool, DnmanafliciuKd, of the rmlae n tbe 
portoriniponuionof flftMnccBtBperpoaador over, and 
uiroTibe aJjMcs, tlw|Mt,«nd other lffceuiMli,illiBUUi- 
uAciured . Pntided, Tbat any wool of the iheep, or hair 
oTthu alpaca, ih(.'foai,aiid oUierlikc onlnulf, whleb Bholl 
be imported with more than thirtymreepereeanmordirt, 
yollr, buTTH, or impuriiies of any Mrt, or which eboll be Im- 
ported ia any other than tliean]iaaryoondition,H now and 
oeretolbre piactjced, or which ahall be cbangod in ita char- 
acter fbr the purpoec ofevadlof the duty, or which shall be 
cleansed or purifled, or aiaorted, eo a« to ralH its value nt 
the pon of eiponatioB to llftjr centa perpoandor over,<» 
wlijcb ihall bo ndaced iaraiM by theitdiniimre of dm or 
any foreign BUbeiBiice, to flfteen cents per pound or Irss, 
aball be subject to pay a duty ot thirty per centum, any- 
thing In ihia act to the contrary DOiwiibctandtng." 

Aiamendedonthe motion of Mr.PiiB,itrenda: 
Sheep's wool, unmanufac tared, of the vslne at the port 
sfeKpCHiuitHi of twenty cent! per pound mleai. and ofilte 
value of tlzty cenu per potind or over, and nair of the 
alpaca, ibe_goat, and oOter like animals, unnHniUkcUircd i 
Pnvidtd, That any wool of the sheep, or liah- nf the al- 

r», goat, and otlier like oninah, which shall be imported 
any other than the ordinary conditioR, as now and bere- 
lolbfe ptacUced, or which shall be changed in Its character 
dbr ibe purpose of evading t\te duty, or wliicb stiall bu 
aeonred, or assorted, so OS to raii»e1t« value at the port nf 
atportailfiB to sizt* cents perpotindor over, i>r which ebell 
bo reduced in vaJoe by the inlenlional admixture of dirt, or 
any ftnelgn substiuiee, to twenty erata per pound or less, 
shall be subject to pay a daty of Ihiny per eenum, aoy- 
diing la thia a ct to tlie contra^ notwinsunding. 

Mr. Pfi-ATT. I move to amend the original 
bil] by striking out, in the rorty-lhird line, the 
words " bichromate of potash/' I understand 
that until wiLhin the last few years there was no 
manufacture of this article in the United 'States. 
The consumption in the United States is now 
•i>out sixteen thousand pounds, of which there ia 
made in one manufactory in Maryland nearlynr 
quite one half. I undcrsuiiid from one of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, tnat it was put on the fVee list through 
mistake. Anterior to the commencement of the 
manubctDre of this article here, the pric^ of it 
was thirt^«seven rents a pound. By reason of the 
competition produced bj the manufacture here, 
it liaa been reduced to seventeen cents. As this 
article was put into the free list by mistake in the 
House of Representatives, I suppose there will be 
no opposition to striking it out. It is an article 
vhicn ia used for painta, and iif the printing of 
calico. 

Mr. SEWARD. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Wa^s and Means of the Hoase of Rep* 
Rscntatives is aitiiug at my right hand, and he 
confirms the statement made bjr the honorable 
Bcnator from Maryland. This item ougpht to be 
stricken out. 

' The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move, in line two hundred 
and fifty nine of the House bill, to insert aAer the 
word " sbccu/' the words " galvanized or. " The 
effect of mv amendment is to make the line read 

tin, in plates or sheets, galvanized or ungal- 
vanized. As every one knows, tin is a foreign 
article altogether, and is therefore put in the free 
list. It is put in, however, as ungalvtinized tin; 
bat I am informed that there ia no galvanized tin 
made in thia country, and that galvanized tin 
ought to come in on the free Iiat, as well aa an- 
gaHranized tin. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am requested by a person 
who is familiar with and engaged in the manu- 
fttciure of tin foil, to ask that the article of tin 
/oil may be stricken out of the ftee list. It is 
now in that li^t, as will foe seen br reference to 
line two hundred and fifty-eight of the bill. He 
^ represents that they pay a dut^ on Spanish lead 
which they use in making the tin foil, and that to 
put tin foil on the free list subjects the maiifacturer 
to R double charge. 1 therefore move to strike it 
out. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I ask the Senator what is the 
revenue thia article pecya aow. How moeh is 
collected from it t 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not know. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not think the country 
ought to he bothered with a long revenue list for 
inconsiderable articlea like these for the benefit 
of a amall clasa. The cost of collecting the duty 
is a great deal more than it ia worth. I hope 
this will not be stricken from the free list. 

The unandmnt mm rsjeet«d. 



Mr. BENJAMIN. In schedule G of the tariff 
act of 1846, which is the ten per centum schedule, 
I find included " diamonds, gems, pearls, rubies, 
and other precious stones, and imitations thereof, 
when not set." On the fourth page of this bill, 
'line seventy-six, are these words, ** cameos, mo- 
saics, and precious atonea, (not aet.)" I deaire 
to know from the chairman of the Committeo on 
Finance, if .that ia intended to include the articlea 
in the ten percent, schedule of the tariff of 1846? 
Perhaps it would be best to repeat those words 
in this bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think they make two items, 
one for diamonds set, and one for diamonds tin- 
set. One is to be free and the other left where it 
is under the tnriff of 1846. 
' Mr. BENJAMIN. Diamonds not set and 
pearls not set pay ten per cent, under the tariff 
5fl846. . 

Mr. HUNTER. Under the bill of tbs Honse 
they will be flrce. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If thia language ia intended 
to make them fVec, it ought to be amended so as 
to uoe the same words as wore used in the tariff 
of 1846, and I wish to move that amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 am unable to say what the 
other House intended by it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The hutguage is simply 
" precious stones not set. " I do not know whether 
pearls will be considered aa precious atonea. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand it was the in- 
tention of the House bill to discriminate between 
thoae that were set and those that were not set. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand that. That 
ia not the question. The question ia, whether the 
expression *' precious stones" includes all men- 
tioned by name in the ten per cent, schedule of 
1846. To obviate anv trouble in the construc- 
tion, I move to amend taisbiU in the seventy-sixth 
line, by inserting after the word " mosaics," the 
words " diamonds, gems, pearls, rubies, and 
other." The line will then read, " cameoa, mo- 
saics, diamonds^ gema, pearls, rubies, and other 
precious stones not set." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.WILSON. I propose, inlinethirty-seven 
of the House bill, after tho word " oapholtum," 
to insert " and ita products." 1 understand that 
the producta of thia article enter into manufac* 
tut-ea, and if we propose to make asphalium free 
it seems to me its products should also be free. 

Mr. MALLORY. What ia meant by ita pro- 
ducts ? 

Mr. STUART. I should like to underatond. 

Mr. WILSON. I am not familiar with the 
detailaof the matter, bull am informed that there 
are products of thia article indiapenaable to man- 
ufactures. 

Mr. SEWARD. I suppoae I can help the hon- 
orai)le Senator. The product of asphaltum is a 
differentformof it,amodificatioDof itafter having 
undeigonc a preliminary process of manufacture. 
It remains asphaltum varied in form. We have 
no raw material of this kind whatever. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move to insert the words 
" and vegetables," in line one hundred and six- 
teen, after the word*' flruits,*'ao as to read "fHiits 
and vegetables." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the bill by 
inserting at the end of the first section: 

That the duty on augar and laolassea be saapended fbr 
the tenriB two years, and that the aame during that dne 
be admiRH ftee of duty. 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BAYARD. L^ove to insert, after line 
sixty-seven, the woras: 

Bursundy, Champagne, Claret, Bladeira, Port» Sbany, 

and oil other wines. 

y The object of the amendment is to put wine in 
the free list. The intent of this bill is professed, 
and I have no doubt really professed, to be to 
reduce the too great revenues of the country. The 
effect of this amendment will be to reduce them 
some (1,300,000, which I think is the amount of 
duly levied on these articles. It can, in my judg- 
ment, interfere with no interest in thia country, 
and yet it would have a very beneficial effect in 
twopoisteof view. If the eheait vine* of Europe 



were freed ttom the forty pcrcenU doty Uwy now 
pay, and put on the free list, the tendency would 
M to bring those wines into thia country, ao aa to 
let the maasea of the people become habituated to 
the uae of wines instead of alcoholic liquors. It 
would not only ben^t the oioratsof the country, 
but, having prodooed a taste for stironlants of 
that kind, you would, with the increase ofthe taste 
among the maasea, necesaariiy foater the produc- 
tion of the grape, and so benefit the agricultural 
interest of Uie country. It is an uaquestiooed 
fact, whatever species of legislation you may at- 
temptt or whatever otherwise may be the morals 
of a country, that just in proportion aa it ia a 
wine-growing and wine-drinking country, jtist in 
that proportion is the vice of druokenneaa un- 
known to it. Take France, Spain, and iialv. 
Though their morals in other respects may u 
behind those of our people, there can be no com- 
parieon between them as to the vice of (hunken- 
ness. To put wines on the free list would have a 
double effect. It would not iojore any interest io 
this country,because cheap wines would come at 
a huge expenaa comparatLvelv for Inuisportation, 
which would be a sufficient ourden, and by cre- 
ating ft (oste for wines you would foster the culti- 
vation of the grape, and thtia benefit the agricul- 
tural interest of the country, at the same time 
thiu you benefit its morals. I trust the ameod- 
ment will be adopted. 

Mr. PUGH. I ask the Senator from Delaware 
whether he ineludea imitations of wine ? 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not. 1 left them out on 
purpose. I do not think imitations ought to be 
encouraged. 

Mr. PUGH. Why noteoomer^ the aorta of 
wine you want, and leave out the geueratl UnD, 
« all other wines?" 

Mr. PRATT. The Senator from Delaware did 
not state so audibly as to be heard by the whole 
Senate, that the amount to which his ameodmeot 
would reduce the revenue wouhl be $1,250,000. 
My obiect ia to have the Senate undeivtand that 
fact. WekoowthBtifUiisamendmenlbeadopted, 
there will be a certain reduction of |1,3SO,000 by 
putting these articlea on the free lisu 1 think the 
argument of the honorable Senator from Dela- 
ware ia unanswerable. It will increase the taste 
for wines in the country, and it will make many 
portions of the Union wme-growiog regions. 'I 
think California would become a wine-growing 
country by making a taste among tbe people for 
this description Oi drinks. I have no doubt of 
the correctness of the awoment. I do not belies 
it can be answered. I hope the amendment vill 
be adopted. 

Mr.WILSON. I shall vote for the ameodnient 
of the Senator from Delaware. I believe it would 
be for the true interests of the country to import 
the cheap light wines of Europe free of duty. 
For myself, I never use them. I havn not lasted 
agloaa of wine for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury. I believe, however, they wilt, if left dnty 
free, take the place of poor wnidty, and worse 
New England ram. 

Mr. BTGLER and Mr. HUNTER called for 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I very probably did not speak 
load enoi^h to be heanl bv the whole Senate, 
because my system is so reduced that it ia with 
difficulty lean speak atoll. 1 consider my amend- 
ment important, and I am glad that the yeas and 
nays are to \fe taken upon it. Tbe amendment 
is offered in good faith. I know no ipaaon why 
yoa should not put winea in the fVee list on the 
^routtda I haveatated. Your principal obiect now 
in reviaing the tariff, aa ia.alieged, and I believe 
Irulyalle^d, is to reduce the revenue. You know 
of necessity, that if you adopt this amendnkeot, 
yoa leduee the nveaue |1J350,000. That, at 
leaat, is one benefit. Now, the masses in ibis 
country do not consume wine, but strong alco- 
holic drinks. I believe that by bringing in the 
cheaper wines of Europe, wbwh ase now excluded 
entirely by an onerous duty, you can cultivate 
by habit among your people a taate for a diffus- 
ible stimulant much will not intoxieate, while ii 
cheers, and you will do much to advance the gen- 
eral morals of the country. The aecondary cffict 
will be thia: if you once produceamong the maasea 
of the people the habit of eooadKng wine instead 
of aieohoue liquors, tlt( neoemry malt will be 
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the increaae of comamsn ammig the niBMea 
■timtdnte dte productioQ of the gnpe In this 
itry, and ao fbiter th« aerienltonl Intensta. 

8e are in general — for I cannot proceed to 
le. the question with particalarity — the basis 
rirhich 1 think the amendment ought to be 
]ted. 

[r. PUOM. It seems to me that if my friend 
1 Delaware had thought a moment, he would 
! seen that his amendment can accomplish 
ucfa result. Does he imagine that if every 
of duty on Bursondy and Champagne were 
□ off, tksy wonM be osed by the common 
lie? 

Ir. BATARD. Not Clkampagiw and Bur- 
ijt but all wines. There are la^ qaanlities 
vine in Europe that never come here, that 
Id come Tery cheap if there were no duty.* 
[r. PUGH. And they are the very wines we 
not want, because they are worse than our 
mon whisky. [Laughter.] 
!r. BAVARD. I have drank thelni and the 
ttor is entirely mistaken. 
>. PUGH. laaythatthecommonwineBthe 
}le drink in Europe are worse than our com- 
I whisky. It aeMU to me wines ought to pay 
X. Tliey are luxuries; they belong to the 
and I shouM like to see my Democratic 
ids go home to their hard-fistea coosUtuenta 
say they admitted wines free of duty and 
td iron. 

Ir. DOUGLAS. I cannot agree with my 
id from Obiot that Ute eoromon wines of Eu- 
! are a lozury. It strikes me that anybody 
> ever tried them would think thty were the 
' worst kind of luxury a roan erer had. 
I regard to tbeir being no better than common 
aky , 1 am not prepared to testily on that point; 
I am ssrtainwe baTe better natiTewinee here 
I the common wises of Earope. If our native 
ea had to coma across the ocean to get here, 



My motion is made in nod fluth, because I 
bdiera it will be beneficial, not because it is to 
enabk a man to drink Burgundy or any other 
wine firee of duty, but because the efi^et of it, 
though it will enable men to get wine cheaper, 
will DC to introduce the use of wine among the 
masses of the country, those in the most mod- 
erate circumstances, as a substitute for alcoholic 
drinks. It is a fiust that, take Spain, take Italy, 
or take France, and though in point of morals the 
people of this eounby, in other respects, stand 
infinitely above them, yet, as regards the rice of 
intemperance, we are greatly below them; and you 
can account for it on no other ground than the 
fliet that they are wine-growing countries, and 
that the wines the Senator despises are the com- 
mon drink of the masses of the people. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted — yeas 10, nays 39; as follows: 

VEAB— HeMn. Bayvd, BenJamiD, Buller, Johnson, 
Hallor^^ Ptu^^SUdell, TbomMHi of New Jenej, Toornlw, 

NATS— HeMn. Adaav, Airen, BeU of New Hunpablra, 
Bell of TeDDCMce, Blna, Hitler, Brodhcad, Brown, CIbv, 
CoUuner, Crittenden, KioflBa, Durkee, Eviim, Fish, Pltcn, 
Ffupenick, Foot, Poster, Goyer, Green, Owin, BoiMOn, 
HoBter^imei, Jonaaof Iowa,Haai», Noam, Pogb, field, 
Rnak, Bebutlan, Sewwd, Btaan,TliaaipwiD of Kenuieky, 
Toucer, Trambtill, Wsde, and Yulee — 38. / 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I more to reconsider the Tole 
refusing to strike out tin foil from the free list of 
the House bill. I voted sgainst it only on the 
ground that I did not wish to incumber the lists 
of revenue with immaterial articles. I am told 
by the two SeDtlors from New York that it is 
of rather more importance (ban I thought. I am 
willing that it should be stricken out, and I there- 
fore moTc to reconsider the vote. 

Mr.STUART. Letitbereeonsideredbycom- 
mon consent, and then we can take the question 
on the amendment, 
^he moUon to reconsider was agreed to 
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I do not see why 

list. If we are goine to extend the free list, 
« are sugar, tea, and eofite, essentidi that 
r into the constimption of every man, woman, 
child in the community. I wotiUI put ausar 
he free list instead of wine. 
[r. BAYARD. The argument of the Senltor 
1 Ohio toudies not me. I never regard such 
irgumentasthataddressed to me in uieSenste 
he United States. If he supposes that any 
nber of the Senate is going to be influenced by 
idea that he is to be held up to the people as 
ng for the rich aaagainst the poor, because 
nakes a motion to insert wines in the free list, 
Jnk he is mistaken. The principle I have 
id in good faith. I may be wrong m my opin- 
it may not have the effect I iimfliie, but I 
JVC it will have that effect. It will take time 
it; but winci, like everything else, require 
e skill in the manufacture. They have it in 
ope. It is not that the grape can be produced 
iper there, or with more lacility than here; 
mey laivety cultivate grapes; they have skill 
He manuracturaof wine; and where grapes are 
iusively cultivated, and there is skill, wines 
be produced atalowrals. If by bringing into 
country those wines which, though they mav 
be agreeable to the Senator's palate, 1 think 
lid be found agreeable to the palate of others, 
T could be made a substitute for the common 
holic liquors which are consumed by the 
aesin thiscoBntry,I think it would be a great 
let attained, because, beyond all question, the 
nent that became the taste the culture of the 
>e in this country would be Taatly extended. 
.B to the remark of the honorable Senator from 
lois, if it be traCi as I onderstood him to say, 
; better wines are made in this country than m 
tipe, if they are made at moderate prices, 
ond all qucKlion they would have the same 
:t, and they cannot be injured by throwing 
le wines into the free list, because the trans- 
tation (taking the bulk of the article, and the 
ntity necessarily consumed) would be quite 
icient to protect the home producdon ir the 
e was made at a moderate price here. The 
pe requires no protection as an anicnltural 
rest here the monoit yon have tne ddll to 
IS the wine. 

Naw SEiiiBi^--J>la I3« 
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The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. In the seventv-niotb 
line, carbonate of soda is made free. 1 know 
very little about it; but 1 am informed by gentle- 
men of intellictaee, engaged in tii» manumeturing 
of it, that carbonate of soda is unknown as a dis- 
tinct item of importation, and that while carbon- 
ate of soda is made free, its ingredients remain 
taxed. I therefore |»opose to amend that elaase 
by addiiw, ** and the iBgredieata of which it is 
eompose d." 

Mr. NODRBB. Gartionate of soda is formed 
ont of carbonic add and soda. Cartionie acid, I 
suppose, is not the subject of importation. If 
the Senator will say, "Soda and carbonate of 
soda," that woul d include all. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, l^e gsBtbman says 
who ^ves me the infemation tut carbonate of 
soda is unknown to eommevee; and yet it is 
placed here as free, while its CMnponnit parts 
remain on the taxed list. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to strike ont lines 
two handled and three and tvro hundred and fenr 
of the House bill. The clause b^ns at line two 
hundred and one. It puts upon the free list paint- 
ings and statuary the proauetions of American 
arttsta residing abroad, "and all other paintings 
and Btatoary;" but then it says: " Pronded, That 
the same be imported in good faith as objects of 
taste and notofmerehandue." I see no reason for 
our attempting to levy a revenue on luch articles 
of taste and art as these. On the contrary, I 
think we ought, by every means in our power, to 
encourage such a taste in our country, and to put 
befirn our people such ol^ects of art as shall el»< 
Tate their taste. So ftr as American artists are 
concerned, 1 have no doubt the free introduction 
of articles, of this kind by pereons who shall 
choose to sell them, will benefit the nativie artist 
by introducing a taste for articles of this kind, 
wnieh is now uunentably deficient in oar country. 
I think these considerations will strike every one^ 
mlbd at once with force, that these articles ought 
not to be taxed. I move to strike out the pro- 
viso. 

Ab.PRATT. The fleutor bad bsttsr HOTS 



to strike out all afrer the word ' ' statuary, * ' where . 
it first occurs. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I accept my friend's sug- 
gestion. I move to strike out aU after the words 
" paintings and statuary." The worda to be 
stricken out are: 

—** the produeUone of Anieriean antata raeidlnit abrMul, and 
ell other paintingi and aumaiy: Pnviilad, That the aana 
be inportMi In good bitli as o^ectooT laate asd noteTniar- 
ckandbe." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS. I now move to strike out aU 
after the enacting clause, and insert the »mend- 
ment which I have sent to the Cliair. 

Mr. PUGH. I undentooddiat the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Htnrrsa] was 
pending. 

The PRESIDENT pro loNpm. It ia not pend- 
ing. The Senator from Viigioia nenly gSTS 
notice that he would offer it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Is not the snbstituts of the 
Senator from Virginia an amendment that takes 
precedence of the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi ? 

Mr. ADAMS. They an both offered as sub- 
stitutes. I 

The PRESIDENT prv Itmpore. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Vii^nia, as the Chair 
was informed) was laid on the table with the in- 
timation that he would offer it. It has not yet 
been offered. The Senator from Mississippi did 
the same thing, and now offers bis amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before that rote is taken, I 
desire to offer an amendment. The committee 
reported a proposition to strike odt lines three 
hundred and three hundred and one, which are: 

" Zinc or apetter in oheeti or pip ; siae, irtten old and 
fli only to be remanKlhetQred.>* 

I am under obligation to call the attention of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. BaooBEAn] to 
a Bu^estion which I hare on the subject, to re- 
consider the vote by which that- was struck out. 
What is represented to me is, that these articles 
are foreign articles, and interfere with no Amer- 
ican interest. The honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania thinks differently. I brine It to his at- 
tention, and to the attenuon of the Senate, and I 
should like to hear his explanation of it. 

Mr.BRODHEAD. Tbecommitleewereanan- 
imous on this sobject, that it did interfere wfth a 
great interest in this country. 

Mr. SEWARD. If insisted upon, I will not 
press the motion. 

The PRESIDElNTpre tendon. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.'ADAHi.] 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 ask leare to withdraw the 
amendment, as it is preferred to have a rote taken 
on the substitute ol the Senator ftom Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 now offer my sabstitute. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. It will be read. 

Mr. CLAY. We have all read that over, and 
I do not see the necessity of consuming time at 
this late hoar in reading it. I rose to ask this 
question, thoueh I believe I could answer it my- 
self: I wish to Know now, if this proposition of 
the Senator from Virginia should prevail, and we 
should strike out the bill and insert his substitute, 
then will it he in order to move any amendment 
striking out that substitute I I suppose it will. I 

g refer greatly the amendment proposed by the 
enator from Mississippi. I hope tnere is a ma- 
jority of the Senate who prefer that to the substi- 
tute offered by the Senator from Vinginia; and I 
therefore prefer,ifhe will yield toit, that he should . 
withdraw his amendment for the time, and permit 
me to offer that which was fint offered by the 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. IVERSON. According to parliamentary 
rule, as I understand, the question must be first 
taken on Uie last sobstitute offered, so that if the 
Senator fivm Bdississippi now offers his substi- 
tute, that being, the last nropoaition before the 
Senate, the question will oe fint taken on that, 
and if that be r^ected, the substitute of the Sen- 
ator from Viiemia can be acted en; bat if the 
first be a dopted, it supersedes all othen. 

Mr. HUNTER. As tiie Senator from Missis- 
sippi was up first, and offered his amendment, 
ana withdrew it out of courtesy to me, I will 
withdrew my amendment for him. 
Mr.CLAV. H^ileS^^"-"* 
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which WftB preKnted by the Senator from Mia- 
■iuippi, [Mr. ApAui,] lo strike out all after the 
eoacting clause, and insert: 

Thnt on and after itw tst d>r of i'^y, >BS7, (hen ■hsB 
be ft reduciicnt of ttrenty-Ave per centum on ibe raiea of 
duty impMFd by the act entitled " An net reducing iho duiv 
on ImporU, and for other purpOMs," approved July W, ItMS, 
•B food*, ware*, and merclMiidiM from for«i|n coairiitM. 

dEr. 3. Jl»d be U/»Hker #a«M, TbU all im*, wwm, 
uid ntordHindiM wniati atoll fca imported frail aay fbniiPK 
countries, and be in the puUieaionaon thelrtd^of Jtuir 
aforcHid, aliatl be auUeet, on eiilry tlipreof for coniuip- 
tioo, to uo ottaer dnlj tbon ii herein provided Ibr. 

I nsk for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas ana nays were ordered; and the Sec- 
retary proctTd^d to call the roll. 

Mr. PRATT, when his name vss called, said: 
I deeire to Mate, as a reason for my rote, that in 
my opinion this measure, instead of diminishing^, 
would increase the rerentie, for it abolishes the 
large free list which is in the House bill. 

ThePRE:SIDEriTBr»taapm, Debate la not 
in otider during the eall of tbe n>U. 

Mr. PRATT. I TOte " nay." 

The Tote resulted — yev SB, uayi M; as fol- 
lows: 

jnCAB— Mclvra. Adama, Bell ofTennraaee, 6lfini,Qrown, 
I^er, Clajr, Donglad, Evana, Ficcb, Fils^sttick, Green, 
Win, HouMon, Ihinier, Itciwoii, Jehesoii, Jsnea of Iowa, 
MaJlonr, Uaaoii, Pui^, Sdd, Bask, MMdsn, HUeB, 
Tootobif and Yutee— 96. 

NAT9— Me«am. Allen, Ba>-nrd, Bell of Kew Hampablre, 

Senjamin, Btgler, Brodhead, CoHamn, Crittenden, tniricee, 
iah. Foot, Foaler, Ocyer, Jamea, Houtte, Fntt, Seward, 
8mwi, dwnner,Th(>iMMHia(Kmtucky>TkanM»ofNMf 
*raey, TniobiUl, W«d«, and Wilaoi»-M, 

So Um am^msnt was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I ^ink we hod better take 
the vote to-morrow morning when the Senate is 
full. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. YULEE. The Senator said that we mvst 
close up this subject to^y. ^lat was the utt- 
derstaniline. 

Mr. BIQLER called for tbe yeas and tutyt oa 
the motion to adjourn, 

Tba yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was reported to tbe Senala as amended. 

Mr. BIQLER. Is it in order to read the bill 
the third time to^ay wilhoutdispuMuig with the 
rules f 

Mr. BROWN. It had two retdiDgabefbre to- 
day. 

Mr. BAYARD. What is the ^estion before 
he Senate } 

The PRE^DENT pro temper: The question 
is, " Shall the amendment be engrossed, and the 
bill be read a third time?" 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
and the hill to be rfcad a third time. It was read 
the third time, and on the queetion, *' I^uH the 
Ml pass?" 

Mr. SEWARD called for tbe yesa and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If we reject this biU 
the whole matter of reduction is at an end. 

Mr. BIOLER. That will be the case if the 
Senate pass it in this shape. 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall now necessarily vote 
against this bill, and I must state briefly the rea- 
ion why I shall do ,so. I felt a reluctance to the 
expression of mv own views in reference to tbe 
tanff, though I differ in many reflects from the 
structure both of the amendment presented by 
the honorable Senator-from Virginia^ and also 
fiom the existing tariC' I bare not the strengthi 
nor would I tax the time of the Senate now, to 
'explain my views in reference to it; but I bad 
supposed the object of the reduction of tbe tarifi' 
in the bill sent to us on the 38th of February, in 
the midst of a great pressure of bnainess, to be 
heard and determinea by the Senate on a single 
day, was the reduction of the revenue. 

in my judgment it is exceedingly desirable that 
the revenue uould be reducod, not for the reason 
whieh is staled of any fax of a conmerdal revul- 
sion in Uie country, because I do not believe there 
is such a want of saeacity on the part of tbe mer- 
cantile interesu of this country.and even if your 

E resent tariff were to stand, the only effect would 
I to check importations, and your revenue would 
not be as redundant as you suppose. On the con- 
trary, my belief is that, with the reduction jvo- 
IMueq i& tliia bill, in the nuKU now propofod* tbe 



vecessary result will be to stimulate importations, 
and proauce tlie very convulsioa which you say 
it is necessary to reduce the amount of revenue 
in order to avoid. I do not believe it will reduce 
the amount of revenue; but will materially giva 
an impetus to importations, which will lead to a 
commercial revulsion. On thatground alone* with- 
out attempting to go into the reasons which bring 
my mind to that conclusion, I must nov ^oia 
agiainst the passage of the bill. 

The Secretary proceeded to ctll tke roUi and 
Mr. Adami aoawered to bis name. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr.Preaideot 

.The PRESIDENT pre tenyeiw. Debate is not 
in order. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I addicssed tbe Chair be- 
fore the Senator from Mississippi answered to hi* 

name. 

The PRESIDENT pro tesyore. If the Senator 
addressed the Chair before the Senator firom Mis- 
sissippi answered t« his nsais, h* is astitlsil t» 
the floor. 

Mr. CRITTBNDEN. The gentlemanwas oq 
the floor first, to my knowledge. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not desire to speak. 
I only wish to say that I voted against this amend- 
ment because it defeated the bilt I am sausfied 
the bill has been defeated by the amendment. I 
shall vote for the bill, but I am satisfied that those 
who have voted to insert the amendment voted to 
defeat any alteration of ^e tariff (his year. 

Mr. BELL, of Tanneasee. I voted for the 
amendment of my friend the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Adahb,] with very little consider- 
ation on my part, inasmuch as 1 knew that the 
controlltng power over the subject was in the 
House of Keprcsentatives. I did not know, in 
fact, until a few minutes before it was oflkred, 
that any siKh amendment would be seriouirfy pro- 
posed; nor did 1 suppose Uial it would be ihvor- 
ably received by a majority of the Senate. I vn 
now told by gentlemen arotind me, and in wheim 
I have great confldeaee, that if we pass the bill as 
it now stands, the resnlt will inevitably defeat the' 
passage of any measure of the kind during the 
session. •! have been rather indifferent as to the 
featore whieh this IhU might assume in the Sen- 
ate, hearing it openly aBDounoedin the Senate, as 
it was by the honorable Senstor from Cah&mia, 
[Mr. GwiK,] and iotering from my own obsee- 
votioD and experience, that this question would 
finally have to be settled by a conudttee of eon- 
lereaos. I felt no assurance that the amendment 
proposed by the Committee oa Fiaanoe,if adopted 
and adherM to by the Senate, would become tba 
measure of the two Houses. I expected that 
thwe would be a modification of that bv a com- 
mittee of confesenoi and, of ceniae, I f^ no 
Bolieitttde as lo what psovwoBattaa Smta aught 
adopt. 

As for myself, I am not satisfied with any of 
the propositions presented. I claim to have do 
such familiar knowledgs of tba quastions conr 
nected with the subject upon which we are legis- 
lating — certainly not such as to causa m« to Mva 
any great confiaence in thecorreetnessof my own 
conclusions. 1 diS<»r wholly from many of the 
views and doctrines advanced and asserted in the 
course of the debate to-night, and in the course 
of the day, on this subject. I differ more espe- 
cially from thegentlemen who have asserted that 
there is so difficulty in this question, nor can be 
in any question of the kind, when tbe great ob- 
ject is to reduce the revenue and to reuave tiie 
purdena upon the million — the people. 

Mr. I VERSON. I rise to a quesaon of order. 
The roll waa called, and one Senator answered to 
his name, and therefore debate is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
did not hear the Senator from Ijouisiana [Mr. 
Behjahih] when he addressed the Chair. It was 
said that he had addressed the Chair before the 
answer was givra. The Chair acquieeMd in that 
suggestion, and heard no objection from any 
quarter. 

Mr. IVEBSON. Does that open the subjea 

to debate ? 

The PRESIDENT pro ttmport. As much &a 
if ho vote had been given. The Senator from 
Tennessee is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. My only object in 
naii^ ia to niakn warn eTpli wtiwof »j course. 



It has bean said that thaea is no difiealty in the 
question presented since the great ob_|ect is to 
reduce the tazea which bear npon the million. I 
deny it. I sav that whstavar may be the real 
object at meiubeia, it is one of the moat difficuii 
problsme in licielniiott, as well as in poUiical 
economy, to ascertain or determine what partic- 
ular ehMN^ or co«rBS of policy connected wi:h 
fbrsign tnda would be a reduction of tbe burdens 
of the millian. It is a diffieuU problem to aolvt 
«t the present rooaent, and ia connectioD with 
liie bill BOW beft>re us, what rate of redaction of 
the exiatiag dotios will re«ili in a redaction of 
the revenue. This reduction of the revenue is 
said to be the graat object, of the propoaed meas- 
ure; yet many doubt whether any reduction of 
duties w« pK^MMM lo Baks will not incrBase the 
revenue by simulating increased imfKMrtniioDs uf 
thsstapl^aitiolespayingiiedaeeddutMa. Another 
problem which has heretofiire been aapposed te 
present some difficulty in adjjustiag the tariff reg- 
ulations involves the. queetion, wnMher tbe con- 
dition of the toiling million may not be mom 
improved and benefited by high itatiee than by 
reduced duues oa all such articles of supply as 
are indispensable to their comfortand their u«ual 
avocations, and which nay be mNNbiccd at hooi* 
oat of domeelic maleriele end oomeslic industry. 
U is a problem whethei maay arUelea of ooo^Ht 
may net be, in all caae«« made cheaper to the con- 
sumer by such duties ae will create a sharp eonn 
petition between the hone and the foreign im>- 
duoer, end alw between the home pso^Kere 
themealvea. 

And sgain, sir, then is this other great problem, 
which remains to be solved by the peopte of this 
country — whether their interests— "the interesis 
of tbe million — would not be more certainly pro- 
moted by a protective policy, which shall meio- 
tain high rates of wi^es, bo^ in i^ncultand and 
roamineturing indiiatrv, than by that free trade 
policy which redwsee eUw^es in thia coantry lo 
,the standard of foreioHiwes. We have no ume 
now to diacQsa tbeel^HeuIt and complicated 

auestiona. To q>eak ^^educing the burdens oq 
10 million ia a popular ad ceHswdam aiguraeDt, 
that mar do very well here in dabala; but it stIU 
leaves tne queetion to be eettled, vbetlia-. if you 
tijl^pff these duties, the relief is not really to tfaa 
rio^lanter end the rich liirmer — to tbe capiiabsl 
whose capital doss not happsn to be invesied la 
manufactures,, than to the toiling miJlioa. As 
a general proposition, the condition of the labor- 
ing class is beUcrad and promoted by protective 
duties. They tend to keep up the pnee of Uior, 
and when judiciously impoaee , supply tbe laborer 
with cheaper articles of oecessanr use than veoid 
be fttmisbed under any free treoe policy. 

The country ha« bad eome ezperinnee to gaida 
it in questions of this kind. 1 remember, sir, 
that aher the paasags of what waa called the 
"bloodyactof lel38" — an aetdenoenced aa having 
been passed to enrich the manafactiwine capiui!- 
iau at the expense of the consurang masses 
cotton goods, of the descriptions entering into 

Sensral consumption, and psjticatariy amoif ^ 
iboring classes, instead or rising in price in coa- 
sequence of the higlt protective duty imposed oa 
the foreign article, actually declined fifiy or one 
hundred per cent, in a few years. Though ao 
prectiealmanaiaeturer,! happen to know tbsttht 
same result foDowed in relaunn to manufactured 
iroa imder the tariff of 1842. Instead of the m- 
creased pcices which were predicted by the oppo- 
penta of that act as the result of tbe high duties 
imposed on foreign iron, the dontcstic aaanufa;- 
turer had, in the very next year, to aubmit lo a 
reduction of two cents a pound on the forotcr 
pricee. This was the reeult of the etimolos asf'- 
plied to the home manufacture by that act, and 
the home competition which neceesarily folioved. 
The same causes prodocad the decline in cottoa 
goods under the act of 1838. 

I make theee remarka to ahow thnt I do not 
concur in the eenliment so vehemently announced 
to-night, that there ia no difficulty attending this 
question. This bill involves many great and im- 
portant problems. Instead of relieving the toil- 
ing millions we are in danger of increaaing their 
burdens. Whatever reduction we make on ibe 
great etaplearticlea of supply nay, and will prob- 
ably, go to the benefit ana into un pftOkat of the 
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ign manufacturer. "We may break down or 
pie materiatty^e dometti6|iroducQr^attlle 
igner may deriw a greater profit. Tbe rich, 
great cspitaliito in this country, whose capital 
pens not to be invested inmaDufaeturefl, may 
lenefiled by this policy, lliese may be the 
r persons who may happen to be benefited, 
igh the tneaBare is pasaed for the purpose, ts 
ud, of reiievinf the burdeoB'of tbe nrillioR — 
people ! h is the Et^bsh manufiltcturer, the 
nch manufacturer, or the Oenrnen manufaci- 
T, who will, pA-hap>, be the only betiefictarres 
ier this bin. That will Mrely be the ftaM whetl 
lanaeBticmu)uractureTsh«in>eeoflirdeprenRd 
x» giTe the foreieQ manuftctnret the control 
)ur market. I do not expect to convince any 
Ueman on ffiio iloor by wiiat I m»y eay on 

subject. I only wiidi to bav? ny own course 
erstood, And to hare it understood tbiA I am 

misled or blinded by the artuments which 
e been used in the SMste on uis occasion. 
'ow , sir, 1 know there i*a neeesnty that some- 
S should b* doBO at the present aessioti tt> re- 
B the surplus in.tfa^ Treasury . I bellere tb6 
es calf, be saftly redueed'npon many ahiCKs, 

taken off oihets. I befieve the further acCT- 
atioD of money ift th6 IVeasory ought, if pos- 
e, to be pref«nted, and I desire to it ckhM 
he utmost extedt eo^sisteift nMH th<d grMf 
istrial interesw 6t tb* country. I haw only 
bled as to th(! iheamire of r*daction which 
Id be safely adopted. I wsA i^illing to risk 
plan br reda^on proposed bytbe Coniraltfee 
Pinance, but I am not willing' to haz&rd Hte 
)le bill, and being informed by gentlemen that 
-e pass the bill in its present shape the result 

be to cut offrij prospect of passing any metis- 
of this kind during-the sieesion, 1 moveare-' 
sidcration of the vote by which ne afmeitdment 
li e Senator from Mlttdu^ppf [Mr. AnWs] was 

Ftcd. 
r. FOOT. I suggest to the Chair that that 
t cannot be reached aDtil the vote byWhieh 
bill was ordered to a third reading be recoa- 
'red. 

Ir. ADAMS. It can be done by unanimous 
sent. 

'hePIlE3IDGNrproten^«. TheChairtfilt 
idc that a motion must be made to noooeider 
vote last taken, befoM tbe ndUMlttaiiteaB be 

shed. 

Ir. BELL, of TsnaeMR. I ««■ not wniOn 
t any other question bad been takes, 
'he PRESIDENT nvleinpfl-a. Tbsqueilbn 
I taken on the third reading of the bill. 
Ir. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not know diat 
)ted on that question, but as there was no di- 
on I am presumed to have voted fbr it, and, 
refore, I move to reconsider the vote by which 
bill was ordered to be read a third time, 
flr. RUSE. , I ask for the yeas and nays on 
motion to reconsider. 

Ir. IVERSON. I rise to a point of ordef. 
1 the Senator fWim TenaeMce vote with the 

[ority ? 

I"he PRESIDENT prd Umport. The Ch»ir 
es it for granted he voted in the affirmative, or 
would not have made the motion, 
rlr. WILSON. There was no division. 
[Tie ye as an d nays were ordered- 
At. CRITTENDEN. I hope the eaB Ar the 
is and nays will be withdrawn. I think thwe 
ID douht about the reconsideration, 
kfr. RUSK. I hope the vote will not be re- 
isidered. It will throw open the whole Inll to 
Ate, and we may perhaps lofe tbe bill by the 
isumption of time. If the amendment of the 
lator from Virginia be adopted* the residt will 
that it will go to the House of Representa- 
!s,and in all probabilit]rbereje«ted,and*com- 
:tee of conference wiu have to ietile this bill 
^how. 

^r. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not want that 

[ can help it. 

tdr. RUSK. You will reach that point. We 
re (70,000,000 in the Treasury, and here is a 
tpoaition to reduce the taxes on imports twenty 
■ cent. If gentlemen an really in earnest, and 
lirous of a reduction of tbe tariff, they hAve an 

Gortunity of Totinff for it. 
Er. WILSON, f wish to suggest to tbe Sen- 
ir from Texas that I think b* ^ find hiniMlf 



mistaken. It is barely possible that if we pass 
the bill as amended, we may obtain a committee 
of conference in the House of Repreaentatires; 
but the chances arc nine to one that we shall not. 
I do not believe that eucb n bin has any chance 
whatever in thit House. There must be a strong 
feellngt and my Opinion is that there will be a vote 
of two to one against it there. That House is 
not in a condition to do much business^ it has 
done some to-day; but I do Hot think it will be in 
a coodidon to do Uiy to-morrow; vta hAve no 
security that anything con be (lone. 

The PRESIDENT pro tmport. The Chair 
wfll suggest to the S^nntor that it is not exactly 
in order to make any renutrks about tbe condition 
of the other House. 

Mr. WILSON. I am aware of that. I wieh 
simftly to say that I hope the vote wifl be re- 
■considered, and that we shall endeavor at this 
session to do something in regard to the tariff. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I wiah to say one word. I 
have ooneumed no time in debate. I havegiven 
a great deal of attention to this subject. t^Iess 
this vote ia reconsidered , and the amendment of 
the Senator from Virginia adopted, in myjudg- 
tofiot, no bill will be passed at the present session. 
As it now stands, I consider the measure is en- 
tirely dead. 

Mr. IVESSON. t iitSkr aTtogethet- from the 
Senators ftoca Massachusetts ano Connecticut as 
to the probability of this bill passing the House. 
It is a reduction of twenty-ffve percent, on the 
duties i^owlevied onimports. If [he Senate will 
pass the bill a^ we have already ordered it to a 
third reading, and it goes to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and they reject or modiff it in any 
way, and it comes back to the Senate, and the 
Senate adhere and become inAezible, tbe House 
of Representatives will yield. I know that they 
win not consent to lock up f9D,000,000 of money 
ia the Treasury. I am very sunt they will not 
do that. They know well the calamities that 
vrill follow on the commercial and banking inter- 
ests of the country, if that course be pursued. I 
have no idea that the House of Representatives 
will do it; but if they do it, let them do if. Let 
them do it if they can; let them do it if they will; 
let them do it if they dar«. I anui that tbe vote 
wilt not be reconsidered. 

Mr. BICrLER. I think it would be very well 
that we 'should now consider this subject coolly. 
There is manifestly an unnecessary excitement. 
This is a very grave question; and we ought to 
consider that our proceedings here to-night affect 
very seriously great interests in the country. I 
agree with the Senator from Connecticut that this 
bul never can become a law in its present shi^M. 
I am as confident of that as I can be of any prop- 
osition not susceptible of demonstration; but if 
it is to be pressed through here tcKnigfit; we are 
to have one of those shocks to the businegs in- 
■terests of the country to which may be attributed 
failures in great branches of industry about whidi 
we have been jeered to-night. It is this kind of 
l^slatton that disturbs the interests of the coun- 
tij — that paralyzes your great leading branches 
<H industry. Here is a proposition sv^imitted 
within the last half hour, and so far as this body 
is concerned, we may readily condude that within 
half an hour more it will oe in tbe ^pe of a 
law. This proposition ifid neter heOid of be- 
fore. 

Now, sir, I ask Senators to stop and consider 
whether we are to pass a bill of this kind — a prop- 
osition to reduce tne aggregate tariff twenty-five 
per cent. 1 have no doubt that in the end it will 
reduce the revenue; but, as I remarked before in 
reference to the proposition of the Senator from 
Virginia, for the first year I doubt very much 
whether that would be the effect. So essentially 
would it stimulate tbe importations of foreign 
goods, that'you would find your revenues very 
little reduced for the first year. It is the pressine 
exigency — that is tiie reason for passinff this bill 
at this late hour. An effort is now made to pass 
it in a shape in which it will most undoubtedly 
fail to accomplish the end in view; but, nr, it 
will not fail to inifiet a great injury upon leading 
intetuU in tbe country, i trust the bill in its 
prsMni shtme will not pass, 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Seoale do It 
now adjonm. It is near midnight. I 



The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division — ayes 19, noes 37. 

Mr. PUGIi. I do not understand upon what 
oUtbori^ the confident assertion is made here, 
time ana again, that the adoption of this amend- 
ment is a defeat of the bill, f am perfectly sat- 
isfied in my own mind that any bill which we 
pass must go to a committee of conference. 1 
have no idea that tbe House of Representatives 
will attempt to bebdte it in the House or in com- 
mittee, beoiuse we know from the history of dta ' 
appropriation biflit that that it not their eonrse. I 
am satisfied that if the House does not agree to 
that propoBition, it must come to a compromise 
between as. If the House refuse to compromise 
—if they say that we shaU submit to theirviewe of 
legislation or have nothing, let the' House take 
the responsibility; and I will say to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, let the Administration that is ' 
to come take tbe responsibility. This is not going 
to happen in an bouror in aday; and if this Con- 
eress chooses to adjourn by the resolution of onfl' 
House that it will not so much as entertain, fbr 
the purpose of consideration, a pi^osition fidrly 
made by the other House, let the President elect,' 
if he chooses, call another session of Congres4 
and let us see if we cannot set at the other end . 
of the Capitol men who will do equd justice to alt' 
sections of the country. I believe this to be a 
faif proposition. My only objection is that the' 
redaction U not great enough. I would cheer- 
fully vote for a reduction of thirty-three and one 
third per cent. 

Mr. BRODHEAt). I merely ripe to protest 
B^nst these committees of connrence, and tiiia' 
midnight legislation upon the great interests of 
the countr y. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, the evil 
to be remedied was too much an accumulation of 
money in the hands of the Oovemment, which 
Would be better in the hands of the people. That 
is the evil to be remedied. The bill now proposed 
as a substitute will increase tbe revenues of the 
country, and increase the amount in the Sub- 
Treasury, t do not pretend to be very ssge on 
this subject; but your Secretary of tbe Treasury 
says that tbe experience of tbe past fbor years 
shows (t will increase the amotmt. I verily be. 
lieve it will; and this is the final consummation 
of all our deliberations on the subject. We are 
to pass a bill nominally to decrease, but prao- 
tlcally to increase, the revenue. The plans and 
counsels and provisions recommended by com- 
mittees who have considered tiiis subject, are to 
be superseded in asingle instant on a ten minutes' 
consideration of a project started at midnight in 
the Senate. Sir, can we confide in our own judg- 
ments at such times and upon such occasions? Can 
we confide in the wisdom of measures thus arisinf 
and sprung upon us f I think it is the moot un- 
fortunate vote that has been given by the Senate 
at this session. 

I dd not know whether this proposition will 
pass tbe other House. I riiall make no referenes 
to that. I consider it all out of order. I know 
it ou^t not to pass here or there; and I trust in 
Ond it will, on further consideration, pass no- 
where. It discards every idea that I have enter- 
tained of a tariff, which ought to give at least an 
incidentafprotection. We ought to discrimimtte. 
This thrusts aside all discrimbistion; this reieetir 
ril free lists. We had hoped to make somedim- 
inution of the revenue by an increased free list. 
This amendment throws that all aside; and we 
go now by a square, regular, monotonous reduc- 
tion of twenty -five pir cent, on aH articles. Why. 
sir, th'e Committee on Finanee,,who eonslderea 
this subject with an anxious desire to diminish 
the revenue, brought in a measure to reduce it 
only one fifth. This amendment reduces it one 
fourth, or proposes to do so in terms, but in efl^ct 
win most unquestionably increase the revenue. 

I faope it will be icconsidered, and I hope this 
amendment wiU be rejected, not because it will re- 
ceive this or that treatment in the other House, but 
because it is wrong in itself, utterly wrong, inap- 
propriate to the very object which it has in view^ 
tbe reduction of die revenne, Aimishing no rditt 
gainst tiie aecumnlation of money in the Sub- - 
"Aeasury, and introducing a new doctrine. The 
act 0flB46discriminateK,and discriminates for the 
parpoMioftbatindf^gffygfl^t^l^i^t^^ 
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CTuitedcansistendirwilhtheprindpleofreTenuc. 
This propoBition mscards that; it diacards your 
tne list; it refmea to accept any reduction from 
that only safe and certain source of reduction. It 

S'vea Tou a nominal reduction^ diacardtng every 
ea of protection and a free list, and diMardit^ 
revenue at the aame time. I ahall not occupy 
time in regard to it. 

Mr. |lUSK. There are two aidea to this quea- 
lion— one is the reduction of the revenue, and 
another, a very important one with me, is takiog 
taxes off the people. Gentlemen aay that thil 
reduction of twenty-five per cent, will brin^ a 
larger revenue than if duties were kept at thirty 

Ser cent. That is a matter of opinion, and I 
iSer with them. In order to do that the importa 
must go up more than thirtv per cent. I doubt 
vheiher they will go up at all, aad if they do not 
^ over thirty per cent., the revenue viU not be 
increased. One thing is certain; youtalM twenty- 
five per cent of taxation off the peo{de. That ia 
the reason I vote for it. , 
Mr. REID. I understand the Senator fi-ora 
Kentucky to contend that Uiia bill, if passed, wilt 
aboUsh tne free list. 
jMr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly. 
*Mr. KEID. That ia not the phraseology of 
the bill, nor do I think it will have that effect. 
This bill is to reduce the duties under the tariff 
act of 1646 twen ty^Te per cent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. By free list I meant the 
free list of the House oa now prepared, greatly 
increasing the former list. 

Mr. REID. It leavea tlie free list of the tariff 
of 1846 juat where it was, and makes a reduction 
of twenty-five per cent., aa I understand, on the 
dutiable articles embraced in that act. I am really 
aatonishcd to hear the objections which have been 
urged from the quarters from which they have 
come in relation to this bill. I had understood, 
when the act of 1646 was passed, that although 
there were then objections to it, both at the North 
and the South, that act had met the general ac- 
quiescence of the countrv. The people of both 
sections of the Union, altoough ready to say that 
set did not give to the North or to the South, re- 
spectively, as much as the^ desired, acquiesced 
in that act. Its main principles have been recog- 
nized as a sort of compromise, the best we could 
get. This bill now proposes strictly to adhere 
to the principles of that act; it is the basis of this 
bill. You leave the relative rates of duty by this 
bill preciaelv what they were under that act. 
Upon each dutiable article you decreaae the duty 
in the same proportion. Why do we do that? 
Because it is an acknowledged fact on the part of 
all that the tariff of 1846 is producing too much 
revenue. How, then, will you relieve the incon- 
veniences compldi ned of? How can you do it in 
a mode better calculated to meet the approbation 
of the country than to leave the old aa as the 
basts upon which you will enact the new one. I 
am astonished to learn that our fViends at the 
Korth who have acquiesced in Uie tariff of 1846, 
when you predicate this bill precisely as you did 
that, and make a ratable deducUon upon every 
artide in the same proportion embraced in that 
act, should raise an objection to it. 

Mr.NOURSE. TheSenatorfromTexaaaajrs, 
and says truly, that it is a matter of opinion 
whether this bill, in the shape in which it now 
stands, will or will not diminish the revenue. It 
is precisely for that reason that I object to it, for, 
aal have underatood all along, we have taken this 
subject up simply for the purpose of reducing the 
revenue. Thatis the only thing that has brought 
the subject before the Senate at this inconvenient 
time; and dot the only mode by which we can 
assure onrselvci that the reveniie will be reduced, 
that is by reducing the free list, we repudiate, and 
adopt another about which the best that can be 
■aid of it by iu frunds i* that it ia a matter of 
opinion whether it will increase or diminish tite 
cvenue. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have beliered ft-om the first, 
vnce I have examined the matter, that the duties 
ought to be reduced something like one fourth. 
I Sit not mean to say that would reduce the rev- 
enue so much as it would reduce the duties. I 
offered a scheme which had that object, but I 
endeavored at the same time by transfers so to 
Pfrai^ il that vbatevtr redaction was awda 



mi^ht fall as lightly aa possible on the manufhe- 
turing interest, I had supposed that that prob- 
ably might stand some chance of passing the 
House of Representatives if it passed here. I 
found, however,ao much oj^Muition to it-— I found 
the difficulty ao ptat in passing it, the Ume so 
limited — I cannot, after to-night, consent to de- 
vote more time to any other subject than the ap- 

fropriaiion bills, so far as I am concerned — that 
could not resist aa opportunity to adopt some- 
thing which would diminish the revenue, and at 
the same time the taxation of the country. The 
propoaition of the Senator from Misaiaaippi ac- 
complished that object; and it seems to me that 
we had better, if we can, secure that much during 
this night session, than run the doubtfiil chances 
of adopting anything better than th« House bill. 
1 percuve thatthereia aiipkof havinc that put 
upon us with certain amendnents that nave been 
adopted here ; and in order to avoid that, aa there 
is no certainty that the amendment I offered could 
be adopted, and as this is in some ueasoreon the 
same prindple, I have voted tor it, and ahall vote 
against the reconsideration. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is said that it is not in 
order to refer to the fate of this bill or to the pro- 
ceedings of the other House. That is true; but 
it is in order to refer to what has already been 
voted on in the other House, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether ve are lerisUting tor any 
pnwticat purpose. I underatanothat propositions 
equivalent in principle to that now before the Sen- 
ate for its vote, have been repeatediv voted down 
in the other House by majorities of thirty or forty 
in the discussions on this bill, ft is therefore, 
certainly, perfectly in order to aay that it is idle 
for us now to pasa a proposition here in the Senate 
— if we mean to effbct anything — which has been 
deliberately twice voted down by the House of 
Representatives. To that extent, surely, the ar- 
gument ia legitimate'^ and not unparliamentary. 

Mr. PUOH. TheSenatordid not understand 
me as objecting to it aa being unparliamentary. 
I wantea to know on what authority it waa pre- 
dicted aa to the future. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. A great many other gen- 
tlemen have addreased the Senate besides the 
Senator from Ohio. I am perfectly willing to vote 
for any bill that will diminish the revenue, and it 
is because I am so willing that I vote against this 
proposition. I say I am perfectly wilhng tovots 
for any bill — I make this exception; I will not 
vote for a bill that sacrifices alt other interests of 
the country to one ringle Ihvorite interest, and 
therefore I cannot vote for the bill aa it came from 
the House of Representatives without amend- 
ment. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Too- 
cet] has shown us that the ainendment of the 
Committee on Finance, which we put on the bill 
from the House of Representatives, concedes 
something to extreme views on both aides: those 
who desire to protect manufactures bj the in- 
crease of the free list get the House bill; those 
who are unwilling to sacrifice all other interests 
to the manufactnniw interest get the reduction on 
all the other schednws. This is a pointon which 
we can all meet. I confeaa that I would prefer 
many other billa to the House bill, even amended 
aa it has been; but why reject that, and adopt a 
bill which the House of Representatives has twice 
decided, by a very heavy majority, that it will not 
pass, I cannot conceive, unless ithe on the ground 
that if we cannot get a bill passed as we prefer, 
we will leave matters as tbev are. If that t>e the 
view of the majority of the Senate, 1 am diaposed 
to yield. I do not think it good policy, 1 shall 
vote against it, but I shall make no other resist- 
ance to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro temport. The question 
is on reconsidering the vote ordering the bill as 
amended to a third reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the call for the 
yeas and nays will be withdrawn. It will take a 
great deal of time. 

The PRESIDENT prv fmysre. It cannot be 
withdrawn. 

The question being taken by yeu and nays, 
resulledr-yeaa il5,tiaya iM; aa followa: 

TEAfr^Heam. AUes, Barard, Bdl of Naw Hamnbln, 
Bell of TennaHM, Benlsmlii, Biflff, Brodbsad, CoUuner, 
Criusatoi, OnrkM, Fkh, Foot, Foster, Osw. Jaoin, 
JoBSB of Jowa, NoiuM> mil, Bswatd, SunuMr, TbompaaB 



of Eeatnckv/nioinKMi of Hew Stiwtf, Tooeey, TnwbaB, 
Wade, Md vniMn-«6. 

NAYB— Mmms. AdMSS^ BlHs^ B***** 
Knjw, f"' " ~' . — . — 

Ivaiaoa, 
boatlan. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT. I move that we do now adjoom; 
it is a quart er pa st twelve o'doek. 

Mr.HCTNl^R. I hope not. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division — ayes 31, noes 37. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 movs to reeoo- 
aidar the vote adopting the amondBwat of the 
Senator Aom MisatsaippL 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pntsawerv. The mjeatioD 
now is on adopting the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Clat. j 

Mr. RUSE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BROWN. I think we cannot adopt that 
amendment now. XiCt that be passed over, and 
takeavoteoo the amendmentofthe Senator fros 
Virginia, and if we lose that, this amendment can 
be reintroduced, and we can try it again . 

Mr. RUSK. I inaiat on the yeas and-naya. 1 
conuder the flue of the bill aa depending on it. 

Mr. IVERSON. The SenaiSrfrom Miaais- 
aippi ia mistaken as to the operation of thia qan- 
tion. If the substitute offered bv the Senate 
from Virginia shall be adopted by the Senate , that 
excludes all the amendments, beoiuse it settles the 
question on the whole bill. 

Mr. BROWN. Unquestionably; bnt I aay the 
Senate has already indicated a poipoae not to take 
this as the final ahi^ of the biU, becaoae they 
passed it, and then reconsidered it. My auggea* 
tion is to try the amendment of the Senator from 
Virginia* and if we lose that, this ammdment can 
be reintroduced. 

Mr. CLAT. I ask fi>r the yeaa and nan. 

The yeaa and nays were ordered ; aod being 
taken, resulted — yeas 35, nays S5; aa foDows: 

TEAB— Henn. Adanu, Biigi, BrMn, Bnicr. Claj, 
Evani, Fitch, Fitzpuifck, OKen, Gwla, Boomcm^ Hiraio, 
IveraoD, Jobttson, Jtmea of Iowa, Malloiy, Maaoo, F»sh, 
Beid, Biuk, SebsMisn, Blldell, Buan, Tooata, and TnlM 

—as. 

NATS— MeMn. Allen, BayErd, Bdt of New Ruapshiie, 
B^ oTTeiuWNee, Benjuiln, Btfter, BrodlMad, Cotlania, 
Crtnniden, DurfcM, Fiib, FooLFbner, Oeyer, Janra, 
Nonrw, Pratt, Setrard, Sumner, Tbompsoa of KmnKkj, 
Tbonnoa of New Jers^, Toaeer, Tiiiinbsll, W^, aai 
W U ao a m. 

So the amendment was not igrsed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now offer iut aafaMitme. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jerwy. I man 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. Since it waa printed, some words han 
been inserted that I do not call to mind, bat 1 wish 
to have stricken out all that relata to the aubjeci 
of wool, changing it to adifihrentaehedole. It ia 
what has been inserted in peneilsinea the anead- 
ment was printed. 

The words pn^aed to be atricfcm rat ait: 
'* any wool of the sheep, or hair of the alpacs, 
or goat, and other like animals, unmanufactured." 

Mr. PUOH. I shall cheerfully vote for Uul 
amendment; but I am apprehensive that hwil] 
meet with powerful opposition as it stands; aod 
to amend it, if it is in order, I propose 

The PRESIDENT pro teM^erc. This is an 
amendment to an amendment, and no faiths 
amendment to that will be in order. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope the motion to strike out 
will prevail; and I shall offer an additional daose, 
whicn I think will obviate all objection. 

Mr. COLLAMER By atriking out th«e 
words, you leave wool in scheduIeC, with wooltii 
goods, and schedule C, by this same amendnoent, 
IS reduced to twenty-three per cent. It will thss 
stand that the duty on woolens aod wool shall be 
twenty-three per cent. That is the effect of 
Btrikingout theae words. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator moves to etrike 
out the transfer of wool to a lower schedule. 

Mr. COLLAMER. As it stands now, it pau 
wool at eight per cent. If thesewordsbe atncken 
out, as I propose. It will leave wool with vooleoi, 
at twenty-thrae percent. I eall for the yeaa and 
naya on the amwadmeat. 
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Senate. 



The yeas and nayi were ordered. 
Mr. GrEYER. 1 wuh to have the question 
ted. I do not undentand il, there U so much 
ise in the Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT pro tmpon. It ia mored 
the Senator from Vermont to amend the 
endment offered by the Senator fh>m Vimnia, 
■triking out the words any wool of the 
>ep» or hair of the alpaca, gotX, and other like 
mals, uamanafaetond." 

r. COLLAMER. I win state again what 
1 be the effect of that amendment. By the 
endment of the Senator from Vireinia, wool 
%daced to eight percent., end woofeoa are left 
schedule C that is reduced to twenty -three per 
It. I propose to strike out the proTision in re- 
«n to wool which makes the duty eight per 
It., mni leave it stand like woolens at tweoty- 
86 per cent. 

!dr. NOURSE. It now stands with woolens 
the present law. 

Mr.COLLAMBR. They stand together in the 
isent law; and 1 widi Uiem to stand togattier 

re. 

Mr. CRITTENDRN'. The amendmant ia in 
: fourth line (rf* the aaoond aeelioD, whare it is 

d: 

Wool aiunBiinf!wttiRd.|Bm-«opalf«iii sak,iliaB ba 
ufemd to KkedHls O." 

he propoutionisto Btrtkeoattha word "wool. ** 
SAr.COLLAMER. The Senator from Virginia 
I written in some other words since the ameod- 
nt was printed. He has written in the words, 
Loy wool of the sheep, or hair of the alpaca, 
ftt, and other like animals." 
Sir. HUNTER. Those are the pieoiBe words 
the Houae bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is well enough; bat 
ise are words putin which I move to strike ouL 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
Kilted— yeas 26, nays 33; as follows: 

rSAS— Meiars. Aduu, AU«n, Bell orTennenM, Bina, 
i»r, BrodtteaM, Brows, BoUer, CoUuner, CtUMnden, 
n^u, Durkee, Emw, Filch, Fw>i,G«Ter, Oreen, Boos- 
TNourae, Pmi, Piuti,8iidell, Stuart, Thoouoa oTNew 
•ey, Tmmball, anawsde— SB. 

lAVS— MeMTS. Bta of Nev Hampshire, Beitfaoitn, 
ly, Fiab, FiUpUrick, FoHer, Gwin, Hunter, Iranoa, 
aea, Johnson, Jooes of lows, Halloir, MaaoB, Beld, 
ik, Sebastian, Seward, Sumner, ToomM, Toucey, WU- 
1, and Yiile«~S3^ 

3o the amendment to the amendment was 
Dpted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If my friend from Ohio [Mr. 
ob] does not renew the amendment whiea he 
]po8ed,Iwillofierit. Itistoaddtolheaeeood 
'Mon of the Senator frt>m Virginia's amend- 

!nt: 

ind sheep's wool, unmanahctiiTed, of the valoe of 
tai! cents per pound or leas at the port of exportuioa, 
1 tbe hair of the alpaca, the aoat, and other like animaki, 
[nannfhctared,shallbetianH'erTedioschediileI;and all 
lep's woul,anmaaulkciuied, orgreater valae than twentf 
Its per pound at tbe port of exportation, aball para duty 
twenty per centnm: Pnvtdtd, That any wool of tbe 
«p, or hair of the alpaeo, or goat, and other like animals, 
ich sbali be Imported in any other than the ordinaiycoa- 
kiD as now and heralaltare practiced, or lAlch ahall be 
laged In ill character (br tbe purpose of eradini the duD, 
which shall be redaced in Totne by tbe odmlxme of dm 
any Ibratea sBbataiioe lo twesty cenu per poaod w leea, 
M be saf^ect to pw a daqr of tweatf par seBttun 
»reM, oajtUng ta tila aet ID tkaoaausfr Bonrfikaauid- 

;■ 

Mr. FISH. Wm not the Senator admit the 
>rd ''intenUonal'* before the word "admix- 

re?" 

Mr. PUGH. I hsTe no objection to that. 
Mr. STUART. We have just placed tbe duty 
I all wool at twenty-three per cent. Now, the 
ect of tbe last part of this amendment is to put 
at twenty per cent. There should be stricken 
it of this amendment all that does not relate to 
Dol costing less than twenty cents a pound at 
e port of exportation,becauBe we havajaatput 
I wool at twenty-three per cent. 
Mr. PUQH. No. We have reftaaed to putit 
eight per cent. 

Mr. STUART. I ask tbe Senator from Vir- 
nia, whether, by the amendment just adopted, 
e have not fixed by his bill the rale of duty on 
ool at twenty-three per cent. ? 
Mr. HUNTER. It will be so if nothing more 
said; but this provision directs that tbe duty 
ibH be reduced, to twenty per cent. 
Mr.SrrUART. Thatiapreciaelywhatl aay. 



Br the vote just taken we hare put the duty on 
all wool at twenty-three per cent. Now this 
amendment proposes to make that costing less 
than twenty cents at the port of exportation free, 
and reduces all other wool to twenty per cent. 
I more to strike out that part of the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT protemfon. The queBtioa 
pending ia an amendment to an amendment, and 
the Chair underslAnds the Senator from Michigan 
to moTe a third amendment. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. I will withdraw it. 
Then I make the point of order, that that part of 
the amendment is out of order, the Senate naving 
just passed upon that branch of the subjeett and 
nxed it at twenty-three per cent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
cannot rule it out of order, it may be incon- 
sistent, and that may be a reason for Senators not 
to Tote for it; but the Chair cannot rule it out of 
order. 

Mr. COLLAMER called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment to the anundment; and they 
wera o rdere d. 

Mr. STUART. I pareeiTa that aome of the 
most intelligent eentlemen in tbe Senate around 
me disagree as to the effect of what we hare done . 
I call tbe attention of the Senator from Virginia, 
who is the framer of the general amendment ve 
ore acting apon, and Task, did we not by the.rot« 
last taken place the duty upon all wool at twenty- 
three per cent, t 

Mr. HtJNTER. The effect was simply to 
nulify the change I proposed to make in the old 
schedule, leaving it where it was, subject to the 
change in the diirty par cent, schedule proposed 
by me. 

Mr. STUART. Does not that bring it to 
twenty-three per cent.? 

Mr. HUNTER. It wilt, unless the Senate add 
other words , and bring it lower. 

Mr. STUART. I say the effect of the rote we 
have just taken ia to putit outof acbeduleO.and 
to put it back where it was before. That sdied- 
ule ia reduced to twenty-three per cent., and that 
brings the duty on wool to twenty -three per cent. 

Mr. FITCIl. It leaves it liable to any subse- 
quent apedol provision in regwd to wool, and 
tnis is to make a specied prorision. 

Mr. STUART. Does not every gentleman 
understand that you cannot change any part of 
the Senator's bill? You can take wool, and put it 
up to fifty per cent. We all understand that; but 
the question I put is, suppose we do no more, 
what ia the result of the rots we have just taken i 
It ia to put the dutr on wool at twenty-three per 
cent. That should not be disputed. Now, this 
proposition is to reduce it three per cent. more. 

Mr. TOUCEY. The proposition of the Sen- 
ator frtnn Michigan ia thia: that if the Senate 
rota that it will not put the wool into the eight 
per cent, list, we are precluded from puUing it in 
at eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent. 

Mr. STUART. I^et us see whether the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut is right or not. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia put wool in a schedule which 
mduced tbe doty upon it to eight per cent. We 
hare taken it out of that achedule, and put it into 
another of thirty per cent., whara it waa before. 

Mr. TOUCEY. WeharenoL Wahavetalnn 
it out; tliat i s all. 

Mr. STUART. There should be, amoi^ in- 
telligent gentlemen, no dispute aboat the foett in 
regard to what we bare done. I ask the Senator 
from Virginia if the rote which waa token on 
striking out these wbrda out of the liat G is not 
to leave it when it atood bafoiai at thirt;- per 
cent. ? 

Mr. HuNTER. It would leate it in the thirty 
per cent, scbmlale, reduced to twenty-three per 
cent., if tbe Senate add no other words; but if 
they add other words 

Mr. STUART. I know that; but auppoae we 
att^hdre, what is lha wait? 

Hr. HUNTER. If wa atop here, it leaves 
wool at a duty of twenty-three per cent. 

Mr. STUART. If we stop^here, wa leave 
wool at twenty-three per cent. The Senator from 
Viiginia,who framed the bill, says we have done 
that; the Senator from Connecticut saya we hare 
not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It really appears to me that 
thia ia a men quibUioc abont vorda. The Sea- 



atorfrom Virginia proposed thatacertain schedule 
of articles should be at twentv-three per cent. duty. 
Wool would bare been in tnat schedule if he had 
said nothing more. He proposed to make an 
exception as regarded wool, and make the duty 
on that eight per cent. The Senator from Ver* 
mont moved to strike out the provision which 
declared that wool should pay the duty of eight 
percent. The Senate agreed to that; but it did 
not thereby say that it was going to keep it in 
the twenty-three per cent, schedule. It agreed to 
that propoaition as far as it had gone, and now we . 
are going on with the subject. The Senator from 
Midnigan says, if we stop here we leave it at 
twenty-three per cent. Undoubtedly; but nobody 
ever meant to stop here. We have not voted to 
atop here. We simply said we would not put if 
at twenty-three per cent., and wa are now going 
on with the subiect. 

Mr. STUART. I bare now two gentlemen to 
agree to the construction I gire precisely — the 
Senator from Vi^inia and the Senator from Lou- 
isiana. They agrae with me that that is exactly 
where we stand. I think we three outbalance 
the Senator from Connecticut. That brings us 
to the question, whether we will do anythiag 
more; and it is to that question that I desire 
simply to ear that a reduction which discriminates 
agamst wool I shall not agree to; and I cannot 
understand, I confess, why anybody who desires 
to maintain the manufacturing interests in thia 
country should desire to discriminate against it. 
I am perfectly willing that wool shall be subject 
to the same reduction that other articles are in 
the present tariff, whether it ia twenty-five per 
cent, or fifty per cent, on the entire duty, 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator (ron Mich- 
igan all ow m e to ask him a queatton? 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask him if he is willing that 
wool shall stand at twentv-three per eent,jiuIow- 
ing all the cheap wools under twenty canta a pound 
to come infree ? 

Mr. STUART, Perfectly. 

Mr. WILSON. For one, I sm willing that 
wool shall atand at twentv-three or twenty per 
cent., and that all wool under twenty cents shall 
come in free. I think we do batter oy adopting 
that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it ia aeoeptabla. I will 
make that change. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr, 
DoBALAi as modified, as follows: 

And sheep's wotri.nnmanDbctured. of the valoeof twen^ 
cents per poundtvlesaat tbe port meiponation, and hair 
of tile ^poca, foat, and other like anunols, nnmannfhe- 
tnred, aboil be tnuufMred to aebedule 1 1 PrarUtd. That 
aoy wool of tbe sbeep, or hair of the alpaca, goat, ana otbv 
like animals, which shall be tmponed In any other than tba 
ordinary condition as now and heretofbre practiced, or 
wtaioh shall be ebaaged In Its character flnr tbe parpose of 
evadlsg Ibe duly, or wbleh absU be redneed la value by tbe 
Imeatfeasl adautare of diit or any foielpi •nbstaocs to 
twenty eents per pouod or leaa, aboil be soliiect to pw a 
doty of twenty-three per eaatnm dutyW Bslerm,aB7tUBg 
la utis set lo ttw eonoair aotwlUi Bt a n dlB < . ' 

Mr. BROWN. I understand the effect of that 
amendment is to admit all wool of less ralue tlian 
twenty cents at the place of exportation, free of 
duty. I am not goine, at this late hour, to make 
any apeecb against uiia proposition, except to 
have it put down by the reporter that I protaat 
againstit. laeethaeffeaofitistofillthe pocket 
of the manufltcturer without being of any advant- 
age at all to the consumer. 

The yeas and naya were ordered on the amcnd- 
mentto the amendment; and beii^ taken, rasolted 
— yeas 33, naya 9; as follows; 

YEAS— HeMis. AUen, Bell of New Hampshhv, BeD of 
Tennessee, Benjamin, Bun, Bigtet, Bntler,Ootiftaa, Dur- 
kee, Bvaos, Fish, FlUdi, Wltzpamck, Foot, Foster. Oreea,- 
Hooston, Haaier, James. Jonee of Iowa, Hallonr,ilaBM, 
Noiuse, Pi«h, Held, Sebastian. Seward, SHdoO. Staart, 
Sumner, Tnombs, Toneej, and Wilsoo— 33. 

NATS— Messrs. Adams, Brodhead, Browa, CoDaoier. 
€kyer, Jobnsmi, Buak,Trambull,aad Wade— V. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 do not propose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, at this hour of the morning to make a speeeh 
on the tariff. I wish, howerer, to say a word or 
two in relation to three anandments of a alight 
character, that I propose to offer to the amej^I. 
mant now befoia [^iftgWsy ^ Wptc 
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mended by the Committee on Finance has many 
prOTinonn in it which meet my approral, ana 
Ktme which do not. I •uppoae that li the ease 
withaltnoatereiy memberoitheSenBte. Indeed, 
I luppoM it vaa Intended to harmonize the vari- 
oua mteresta of the eoontry aa much as poffsible. 
The amendments I propose to offer do not intcr- 
ftn at all with the principle on which the Senator 
from Vir]ginia has baaed this amendment. On the 
fxtntrary they are entirely consistent with it. 

I propose to amend it by making copper in pi^ 
or bars, irory unmanufactured, cocoa and cocoa 
•hells, free. Fdo so for the reasons I will brtcfly 
■tate. Pint, in regard to copper in pigs or ban. 
Sheathiiw copper, under our present tariff, is free. 
It certaiiuy ia inconsistent with that principhi tha; 
we should aHow copper, when it ha* am Ted at 
that stage of manunctnre when it is fitted for 
•beatbing, to be admitted free of duty, and then 
impose a.dutv on copper in pigs or^ax*. That 
certainly^ ougnt to be me, it sheathing copper is 
ft«e. It is an article manufactured to a consider- 
able extent in my own State, and I trust erery 
^ntleman will pemfTO the propriety of allowing 
at to be made free. 

In regard to ivory unmanufactured, it is an 
article of course not produced in this country at 
all. It is imported to a conaidendde extent, and 
nanofiunured in my own State and elsewhere, 
and if it can be admitted dutyfree, the product of 
the manufacturer will be an article of export to a 
Terr considerable extent. It will encourage trade 
and navigation. As we all know. Great Britain, 
our great competitor in these and many other 
articKs, admits these free of duty, and, of^ course, 
in the markets of Ae woM. oar manubcturen 
cannot compete with theoi. 

In regard to cocoa and cocoa shells, they are 
of the same general character with tea and coffee, 
vhich, under our present tariff, are noyr free — vn 
article of common necessity, used by invalids and 
otben to a considerable "bxtent. There !a no 
reason for making a discrimination i^gainat it in 
Avor of tea and coffee. 

Theae several ajtielea, during the year 18S5, 
yielded duties to the aiuount iS aboot {97,000. 
This amendment witl, therefore, reduce the rev- 
enue between |90,(KK) and $100,000, probAbly. It 
will not interfere with any interest; and I believe 
it is entirely consistent wiiji the principles which 
all gentlemen advocate on this floor. 

Mr. HUNTER. There nay be a groit Aui 
of force in what the Senator from Connecticut faaa 
■aid ; but it is very late, and every proposition to 
add to the free list gives rise to omiment; and 
not only that, but increases the difficulty of car- 
rying my amendment. I hope it wiU be the 
fueasure of ibc Senate to decide on the amend- 
ment as it i«. We have very little time. It is 
impossible that we cango throuehthe wh(de snb- 
Ject, and select out of the bill of the Houae what 
ought to be added to my amendment and what 
R^ected. I hope the Senate will either take has 
it IS, or reject it. We have not time to amend it 
BOW by addine these specific itena. 

Mr.TOUCEY. I think theamendnent moved 
by my colleague ia enti rely riffht and proper, and 
I nope it wilibe adopted. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not see why the Senator 
ttom Vi»inia cannot accept the amendment, for 
it certairuy is according to the principles of his 
■ubatitHte. I think it would be oeUer to accept 
these small amendments. 

Mr. MUNT^. If our friends do not object, 
I will accept the Aiuefidmeot. [' * Pfo objection. 
J accept it. 

Mr. WILSON. I more after the word " cocoa 
nut," in the seventh line of the second section, to 
insert *Memooi, cassia, cloves, currants, dates, 
fi£B>^i|Br,taisins,aad otkarartwles of that kind, 
now in the thirty per oent. liat. " They are ia Ae 
House bill in the free list. I propose to pot them 
in tehedule H. These are East India arucles, 
and I think to put tjwm here will reduce the rev- 
enue largely for the benefit of the whole people. 

Mr. SLfDELL. I think a large poruon of 
that amendment is covered by the sabatittUe aa it 
BOW stands with the word "ftuits.** 

Mr. WILSON. Hiey are in schedule G, at 
thirty per cent. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think they are taken oatof 
tl^t schedule bjr beiqf pronounced free. 



Mr. WILSON. They are not free. I spoke 
to the Senator from Virginia about these items. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from Massa- 
cliaaetts is at all BaenSly to the amendment, and 
desires the question to be taken, I surest to him 
that we had better not load down the tree list any 
further. It will be the subject of difficulty in the 
House. I hope he will not press the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw it attbe uagf^s- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Virginia one amendment to the free 
liat, not on the ground of any advantage to any 
particular trade, but on the ground of public 
morals and policy, and that ia, to put " precious 
stonai not aet" In the free list, uis in relidion 
to them that the greatest fruid* are committed. 
It is impoBsilileto collect any revenue from them. 

Mr. BtnfTER. Theae an now at tight per 
cent. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is prMiecIy the diffi- 
culty. By putting them in the free list our own 
merchants will have an e^uaJ chance with the 
merchants of foreign oountnee vko commit these 
frauds. We get no revenue from them, but we 
prevent our own merchants from doing business 
tn these articles. I have had numerous ropre- 
aentatione of that t:ind made to me. It is not on 
account of the revenue; but any duty on these 
articlea operates aa a poaiiive benefit in favor of 
foreigners who will come here and make falsa 
oaths, over our own citi^ns. They can be 
smu^Ied in anybodv's pocket; and they ought 
to be put on the free list in order to put the Amer- 
ican manufacturer oCjewelry on an equal footing 
with the foreigner. 

Mr.HUNTER. IhopewasballnotbapresBsd 
with amendments. Eight pe|; cent, eai^oot be a 
matter of much consideration. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will not preas it any 
fbrtber. It' is only enough to do this: to throw 
that business into foreign hands, as I have been 
repeatedly assured, and take it out of the hands 
or our own merchants. The amendment ia to 
insert " diamonds, pearis, mbies, and other pre- 
cious stones, not aet." 

Mr. HUNTER. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. I wiah to correct the third sec- 
tion by striking out in the third Unc the words 
"be imported from foreign countries nfter the 
passage of this act, and." That will leave oil 
goodi in warehouses subjeot to theip duties. 

Mr.HUNTER. That amendment is right. I 
accept it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on t he substit ute of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER. I find it requires one other 
modification. It now reads, " aU articles so im- 
ported as aforesaid, and not enumerated iu the 
aald schedules." I ought to have said, " or in 
schedule I, and eball pay a duty of fifteen per 
centum." ' 

It was so modified. 

The subatitnte of Mr. He vteb, as amended, is: 
natfiOBi sad after lbs Itt day of July, 1657, ad rotttras 
dsttes rtiall lie iiniMMed (n lieu of tbose now Imposed upon 
foode, wOMi, aaaaMsdiandlse, iBfoned Ami aWeadwio 
ueUidtod 9tsua,a«ilWIo«s,vii: Vpoa tlie articles «a- 
metftted in •chedules A and B, of tto tadU'set of 1846, a 
duly of thirty pw centum, and upoa tlMwe eaeaiMated in 
■chednlea C, D, C, P, O, and If, of taU set, tbe duties of 
twenty-tbree per centum, nineiocD per«eat«m, aften per 
ceniuni, twelve pervmum, eidit per ewMM, Sod ftnrper 
centuai,neipeciively, witb ran fxceptioof m are berom- 
aftciniade; aDdalfanlcIeiM) Imported, as sfbresRid, and 
net emtmeraieil tnflie aaid sdtedulet, or )n Mbedule 1, aliall 
pM a4BV ef filWcn p»r eeatMsi. 

Sao. ft. .dud A« tt/tetter «Mute<> Itel muotennei 
eomsaasd wbolbr of cottos, sot otberwUe provided for. and 
delunes, aliall m transfemd to Bcbedale C ; Uftnketa of 
all kiadi ibsll be transftrred to sclicdiile D i cgi#copal and 
aaltriilU tm tntaOned to (okaditlB G ; ttiatluu,mBillB, 
»i»algrawi,coif,a»doiliwv *ni > Mt sBl?>aiBaet,uogiwiMftc- 
iiucd, oot otlierwiM provided for : oils, palm and cocoannt ; 
lac Bpiilts; tBC luipbuf ; lampblsek ; PruMlan blue ; aitlcica 
aotinacrnde Mate, used tn dyeing; or tanning,nototiien»lw 
provldadfbc; bttnuione, ciwSjIntiuUii cieam of utrlsr ; 
eziTKUof lodigo; cxtracM«Md«rDcUDn«efiogwa9diind 
other djfe-arooda, aot otbemite provided for i •ilracis ef 
madder; barilla; sndaoibi cudbear; Weacbiifg powder or 
ctiloiide of tee; tndlgo; cscUneiT; wood or pastel ; and 
adds, ecsMe, beasoic, twcaoio, clirlc,.iauiistlc, wfclte and 
yfdtow, Bimc, exaMe, ^toUmeoaa api tutsria, and aU 
other acida of eveiydcKriptkm Haedforchemlcal, medical, 
ormanufiictnrlnBparpmM, notOiherwlM provided tbr,Hhall 
be traasAned to aclteritile H i and that berries, nota, flow- 
en, pUnu, and vegecablea, oMd ezciualvaly In djeiDs orta 
cenpiMtec^^^taoanictoabBU be clsaMd assqck that 

ha^ widanns tnr wifiMkataEe } Cemvifui bfjiki Bniu 



wood; brazll1etto,anda]lotheTd5'e-wooda to atlcks-.biUT' 
BtODM, wroagbt or nnwrongtat ; cocoa and raeoa 
oopper in plgi and ban ; flu, OMaaoufiMMrad ; codiUa^or 
tow of tiflinp Of flu ; '"■r™'^^ pearis, mWea, and oUim 
precious stones not set ; sUk, In toe cooditian in which it 
came from tbe cocoon, not beiB| donMcd, twlated, or ad- 
Wieed In ataanfbeinM ta aaj 9»f ; AvMa asd vegrtabUa, 
pen or ripe, noi aduairtse pravlded t ^mo ; Ivan, 
n s ai aau ftr tarad; Ha a na d, fadca seeds, sed aO othrr aea^ 
fbr axrtcaltnral, borticuttUftl, medieinal, and maaal^rtar- 
Ing parpas«s,not otherwise provided liir; boltiiis cloths; 
ttadder-roM ; madder, noana at preaand ; iae ; «ad aoi- 
malsof allkinda,iballtKitrasCntedai>scbedale<. Aad 
sbeapts wool, vnauwulbetured, of tbe valae of twenty cenis 
per pound or lew at (he portofexportUioa, andliair of the 
alpaca, mat, or other HIte aohnals, uaman a factored, ihafl 
ba traosMimd lo acbedale [ : PrMiM, TbMi mnj woti af 
tbe afaeep,<r tair ef Hw alpaca, ^sa^ mi tuber Ukeaai- 
maU, wliiioh shall be tnmonedia any oiber than ifie ardinatr 
condition as now and aer«tofore practiced, m- wbi«h tliaS 
be cbanged In Its characur fbr the porpoae of evadlaf lb* 
duty, Mr Mich aball be radacad by Mm tattatieiMl ^wa- 
tnm of din or sap ftntaa lubanace to mwtj. vtau per 
pound or less, shallbesobjecttapay adntyof tvenif -ltiiea 
per cvnt. ad i,»torewt, soyth^ fa fbls act to tbe cwtraiy 
n«twiibstandtfiit. ~ 

Seo.3. Jtt>dbeUfiiriltereiutUd,TtmtMagao^wmm, 
and «r>rUandise >ANb aMI All in lbs IraMfe MOfca en a« 
Hnl dar of July afbreaoid, sfaall be saUeelt an cbut Ihrrcof 
for consumption, to no OOierduty tbaalTUie same bad b>ta 
imported, respectively, after that day. 

'8ao.4. «auAs«>Mln«iMcSsd,teatBBik«adiTa<nr 
«eod<,—Wfcap^Biaw^aBdiseiBuwrtedeiiaiidaftwibe&a 
day or July aforesaid, the decision or tbe collector of tbe rm- 
toms at tba port of Importation and enUr, aa to tbeir liability 
tn datyoi e w paowtbi>i ft», rtsa be flnal anl Mocts- 
slve ajjiainst the owner, tmponer, eoarigaaa, or afrai 
aayisucbgoeda, waiea, and metdiaadis^ naleaa the owner, 
intporter, consignee, or agent, abaD, wlmiA ten days ait-r 
such entry, ^e notice to the eoUeenir, In yi itiu f, of bis 
diaaatWbcflaa witb saob dselslfla, seolwftRb Ihesela dis- 
tiaQilyand •paciBeelly his frouiMi QtottmHem tfecicM; 
and ana II, wHhhi thirty dsrs after tbe date m sacb deemna, 
appeal (hcreftum to tbe Secretary of the Treasury, w})n«« 
decision on such appeal ahaH be flnil and eonelsnve ; and 
lb* mu ieadt,wanerand nwhsndi— atuU b« liaUc u 
duty or exempted therefh>m accordingly, aof act of Coa- 
sreis to the comiaty ROtvitbatandisb Wilesa rail attall be 
brought wiihln thirty day* after such decision fbr an; duii^ 
that may have been paid, ormaythereaterbe paid, on raid 
goeda, or WilhiB thirty days after tkadntiea stall faavabeea 
paid la caaca wbtt* suota goods riiaU be te bead. 

The F&BSIDENT pro lnv«r<- The qaeatien 
is on the substitute of the SeMtor fton Vii;^iua, 
as amended. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. X call for tha yni and uiys 
on the adoption of the aabstiiutc. 

The yeiu and nays were oFdeiad; and hcii^ 
taken, resulted— yeas 33, nays 19; as follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell oTSew Bai^iitc, 
Bei^amln, Blop, Brown, Clay, Itomlaa, Evaaa, Fidi, 
Pitch, PtepaMek, Foaier, Green, Gwin, flooaion, Honin, 
Tverson, James, Jobnson, Jones of Iowa, Mallory. Mam, 
Pngh, Raid* Ruak, Sebastian, SlidalL Swart, Soowt, 
Toombs, Toucey, and ^aon— 33. 

NAVS— Mcaats. BeU oTTeaaeaMe, Bndtead, 
OoUaNMi, OuKkee^oot, Gejer, Nmuae, 0e«nuiL Tktmm- 
■on of Kentacky, TnunhuU, and Wade— 12. 

So tbe amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment waa ordered to be aapossed, 
exd the bill t« be read a third lima. It waa read 
a third time, and passed. 

AMERULUnSHtSlV. 

SPEECH OF HON. JOHH KELLY, 
OP MW Ton, 
In TBI HetTsa or RsraBsaHCATms, 
Rbnmy 10* 1857. 
n» aoass Mi« la te Cosgiriiise er*e male SB As 
state of the Usioa— 

Mr. KELLY said: 

Mr. Chairhin: I rise for the parpose of sub- 
mitting, as briefly asl<^,afewrei»arbain rer^v 
to the very extraordinary speech (Mtv«red in this 
Hall a few weeks rince, by the honorable laem- 
ber ftom Baltimore city. In the great abundance 
of his zesl to assail the President of the Doilrd 
States, because that high flinctionary baa dis- 
chai^ged hig constitutional duties, without truck- 
ling to the mad spirit of sectionol fanaticism which 
has BO IVequently driven our country to the very 
veiye of masolution, the f^ntleman from Balu- 
more could not permit so good an occasion to pus 
without hurling his poiiwess invectives against 
the Democratic party of the North , and especially 
against my conatiluenls, in terms and temper 
which demand a reply. In wriggling out of old 
aBsociations, or pernaps, rather, in Iwking north 
of Mason and Dixon's line after new onea, the 
gentleman (torn Baltimore city, re{»eaenting oa 
tluB fl^or a wmthero eonatitvent^, cliaifcs npon 
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eindonutableDeoiocJca<vF whidt IkoMUuliOQor 
represeot, eitJier die fiMlyof (K^iliciJ idiocy, or 
e koarary of politieol fraud. What e]M BwaM 
e canting, ludicrous cbaroe wljich tike ganUs- 
an haa borrowed fram UisBbek Ref ublioano— 
e letting count, too, ia their ioaictinnt ngujMt 
e gallant Denouacy of the soittbars u vwU m 
e Dortbern Stales — Ikat XbB fifsbraaka bill wdfl 
Jmed off upon the jSonth aa inpoaiiic 'sUvary 
K)n Kaiisas neccasarily, and m a condiaon to 
1 bocomiog a Staia, whilft' the aome bijl waa 
rccd upoa the deluded Democracy of the North, 
:cause it was tha symbol of "B wi baaaa, Breck- 
tidgc, and Free Kanaaa." In other worda, 
at one set of principlea waa proclaiiaed in the 
>uth, another and a difiareat aet of prindplea at 
« North ; and thott m tbefiart of the DnDoerafiy 
e election waa bat a luccMsfal eoBhinatioD of 
Buda, and our victory the triumph df diidkonor- 
ile trickery. 

It aeenyd aoiaewhat atauwe, ak, t^t the 
tntleaan from Baltimore ahoaud ham made tha 
resident's metrsAge the pretext for Aia aaaaaU 
)on tb« Democracy of the North. No subject, 
irhaps, ever brought up for conaidemtioD bwbra 
lia body, baa eliciced aueh able, earncat, and 
structiTe debate, as the tneaai^ of President 
ierce to the present seaaioa of Congress. In 
At neiaonbl* dooameattlw PwsMsat diacttaaea 
ith diatii^^aiabed aM^,«iid wMi a precision 
>th of arg<nnent fact tiiat his amoitRntfl have 
town more diaposition to criticise than imitate, 
le history of the slavMry aghatiM — of the cvra- 
inations and eflbrla ans aims of those who'hain 
mrht to orerthrtnr the iDHilntloBa of a section 
r this Confoderaey, by tnuMpling upon cenati- 
Itional obligations, and mdaff iiqf tike arganic 
iws of the land. The sDiindneeri of srgowent, 
^d the appropriateness of occasion whiiA char- 
:lerize that portion of the Preaident'a annual 
MnnMuiiaatutB to Congce aa , haw bam saapty 
indicated -by the reprea^MaCiTGa of the alave- 
olding States of the Union. Southern gcntle- 
len have done that qweation fail joatioe. It is 
ot expected of me, in this preaence, and on gen- 
ral principles, to stand fordi as the champion 
f the peculiar institutioas of that section of the 
'onfedieracy. They restupoB the Conatitntten, 
nd the agitaten mi demagoguea who WMld 
Scioualy. interfere with them, and who hare 
uthlessly assailed them« hare received a nbuke 
I the result of the late election which abould 
Jcnce them fbrerer, if they regard aa of any 
'eight in this oountry of popular aovsreignty 
nd equal rights, ^e most esaphatic expression 
f popular will. It is because my constituents 
Bve been dragged into this whirlpool of vitu- 
eraiion, and Been coTered with thja obloouy of 
artisan abuse, that I rise in say aeatf and, oefore 
k)d and my country, declare my sokmn con* 
iction, that while gentlemen may sport ibeir 
tetoric, and flourish thair saroaaaa on what they 
re pleased to deatgnaUi as the teachings of the n- 
!flt eloctioB. the result of that election haa been, 
1 the providenca of Qod, the prvsanatioo of our 
Tnion — the nndioaMon of our competenoy foir 
ilf-goTernment, and the oTsrthrow of the tie»- 
enable plots cu those who wouH deluge the 
aururyin blood toacoemplishtheiranholyeDds. 
o long as this a«de of assaolt was conwied to 
le Black Republicans, we were satisfied to leava 
lem in aouthern haoda. They bare taken good 
ire of them — so good,indeed, that it waa appa- 
>nt to the House tnetlong before the debate upoA 
\9 President's message ceased, tbe gentlemen 
rbo commenced were exceedingly glad to britu; 
. to an end. The nntleman Iron Maryland, 
owever — whether l>y accident, or whether be- 
Kuse it was the part in the rdk assigned to him, 
will not aay— follows up the asasuft, ealv shifU 
ig position a little; for the Black RepaUicans 
retty much confiped tlieir strictures to the Pre»- 
tent and the South* while he made the Freaidant 
nd the North the subject of attack. The Kaa- 
iB-Nebraska bill, say theaegeitflsmeD,waa ex- 
ibited by DemocraUc orators and lesders lAtwo 
hoses: one in the South — Kansas and slavery; 
nother in the North — Eansas and flreedom. 
'his act, which constituted wwof the most prom- 
tent issnea in the lata elactlan-^pon jriiich the 
ational Democraiio party dsoided m aAanm coo- 
entumto ride its exiatence, and with i«» eaiat- 



ence that of the Union— waa the cloak under 
which the Nor^ was to be cajoled, and the dea* 
iMikesef tbe Republic iixed for the next ftmr years. 
Sir, the inteipretoliflnB put upon the Kansas-Ne- 
braska act by my constituents who indorsed it, 
was that given to it by tiie Cincinnati Conven- 
tion. The Blaek AepabKcan orators and leader* 
in New York took the ground that if Mr. Boch- 
aium was elected, EAoms woold necessarily ba 
a aJare State, and that the only way to prerent 
it WOK to elect Colond Fiftnont. We met tfaem 
tbereand everywhere throughout the State of New 
York, by maintaining that Kansas ought to be 
a free or a slave State, just as tKe people of tlie 
Territory should decide. The Black R^nibHcaua 
flaunted the banners of congressional sovereignty. 
We stood upon the broad olatform of popular 
sovereignty. We took tbe Kansas-Nebrwka bill 
as it was, and as wc found it incorporated in the 
plalform of the Cincinnati CoovenUoo. 

Immediately after the nominationa were an* 
nounced to the country, the Democracy of the 
Union everywhere responded to the action of 
their representatives at that convention. One of 
the largest public meetiqga ever bold iu Albany, 
tbe capital of my State, was convened ot) that 
occasion. Their proceedings were public — their 
resolutions were scattered all over the State aa 
landmarks by which tbe Democracy were to be 
guided, and as symbols of pure orthodox Demo- 
cratic faith. Here they are, Mr. Chairman, word 
for word,aa they were passed by tlic tens of 
thousands who composed that meeting, and aa 
Utey were inscribed on every Democratic banner 
that floated through the Empire State — ay, sir, 
as they were indorsed by s sufficient number of 
my constituents to send mo back to this Hall, and 
by eeven thousand true and loyal Democrats, 
over and above the number, to keep the field well 
fallowed until the trial comes round again: 

"RetolBtd, Thai tbe Democracy or Albany imanimoaalfi 
witb heut and voice, re^ipond lo the nominationa made by 
tie Detnoinadc ccjhvenHon iuCincinnBtl,udcotimtul«e 
■be ceentH' apen a ctaoteese SBi|iieloQii to Its weUhia. 

" RtolatA, Tbat wo racoodzo In Jsbm Buchanan, of 
PenusylFutiia, d eiaiesman or the lupedot order— of treat 
Sbtliiy and ezperfcncc, who, ha^Oi enjoyed the confldence 
«f JsdkaoH, and &mAt wkh him in itae mat and tuceeas- 
MstniRteswitfaibi Unind Simm Baax, and in flmrefa 
QOiiBtlHitionol cuireaey, and acaiait awDopoly and nrivt- 
le[e, now stands not only tbe fbrcmoBt icpreaeDlatrvo of 
Democracy, bni itie Rm naieionan of ilie Union. 

Ttat is hi! nUanisMoelKta na IM ticket, 
Joha C. Bi«GUnrid|«. of KiinMelijr, we have a candidate 
wlioac eloquence and atulity. Joined to aperHwalotwraeter 
< wiihoiU fear and without reproaclii'Juatiy endear blm to 
On Detiracracy oT tin nniion ; and that we look npon the 
•oabinaUos of age snM wiadoA with geniss sad yontb— 
(fee atasdiMw of PeaMi^vania sad tbe gallanvr ef Ken- 
tucky—as die combluation which Dioit truly rcpreaenti Um 
judgment otift fcPlIngB of the American Democracy. 

<■ RtMM, That we conlMly embmce tbe platlbrm at 
latiLiplus adopled at Ihe convention U Cincinnati, eont- 
deat tbM tbty wiU pet vindicaie iheuMlves to tbe )ndf- 
menta and conviction* of the ussmb of tbe people of xim 
Union, and tbnt when ri^tiy inteiiireted, they will extend 
Md AMHy the piincMe of B^ffOveninMnt. and nrenftlKn 
ear iotncnal tna^oUutri and peaeaAiUy eonnB and main- 
taJn our boaor a^o&d. ^ 

"AcwIceJ, That the rrcat evHofths ttanssand the grint 
enorin pollnei, which (he Democratic parqr Is reUadapoa 
M nslK and cMreet, la the inflnenee of an nqoiarreaiAii 
sHarr, asMog br polMesI actint to obtain JutHiUotloa 
over, sndlnqiurainia sad paaiik the setion* snd psnniis 
of men snd communities wiiidibave beretolbre been placed 
nnder the nunmeeoTftvedotn; tint thto arrogant apMt 
arnlns belbra tt Ifea Minnions of ritter State*, acknowi- 
edged equal under ibe Ceostlniioa— Aw lewan andoea- 
dcmnatioa ■— ir** to bjaad their domestic foUey with 
marks of dishonor— threatena them , and other* ilka them, 
with politinri dtaqnaNflcatlon, and fai 4ie nme solrit sr- 
laigBs isUgiMs seats fer Mr ti««to, and taealm into the 
daailcUe of the eili^n to Snd whetharhe hss^sIsM seaM 
RUmptuaTT law eoactf d In boatiilty to the OiHMltaitop,and 
ta duregtird to the riBhu of fteemen* 

** Rmohti, That as Democrats we are oopoeed to aS 
tksse in qiktt sod la laaciics } ttiat we era hi nvor «r (tar- 
ing (be States lo tbeAsatvea, reeonilaing iIm opisUty ot 
each ; of leartng the Territoriea to themsdvei, tecqpiislng 
dislr power to govern themselves; snd of leaviu every 
man free hi Ms relkfMi, saAIn his home, and anMMfatned, 
tn Ua imiKWsl rlgSti, enopt ao te as they mny dtmctly 
injqrs faia nai^bw or daaMy tbe pnblie psaca." 

This is the eons miction which tbe Demeomoy 
1 han the honor to npnasiM M (hia floiw— the 
Demoeraey of the Slate of New York, and I 
might add, t^e Demooraey of the nation— -put upon 
the Kansas-Iiebrasfca act. They well tmderstood 
the salutary, life-CMioriog iofiuenee of the grnt 
prineipla of pi^Nilar soveraiMty wnqipad ap in 
that meawre. They Alt the danger, and t^y 
liaiMMil to the nmtterings of tfaa itonn thai waa 
bModinf oT«ro«raoBHMn«<Mntiy. TWyvotad 



neither for Kansas free, nor for Kansas slate, hvt 
for Kmsaa aadn the Nebraska bUl— for Kansas 
under the Constitution, where the N'ebraska biR 
places it; and, Mr. Chairman, the re ia not a singW 
udividualof my constituents— 1 am sure I knov 
not one~-who would not rspd as an insolt to his 
common sense the impdtatton, that in votirie fat 
(hat measure as one of the issugs upon whi^ ha 
cast his Bufl'rsge at the recent eleouoit,he waa tha 
victim of deception, or an aeconpliee rn a fraud-* 
ft fVaud not upon one or either section, bnta fraud 
upon tlie Willie country — upon the 1,320,501 
Daanoeratic voters in the s^rthern States, and 
upon 638,359 Demecntic and Uivion miiiomi 
Whie voters of the South. So lon^ aa this uiV- 
founded, and almost ludicrous apcusaiion waii 
fonfined to tbe lips of the BAitck Republ*cena «r 
AboHtioniflts on this floor, 1 only laufhed at itt 
btit when it is stolen flrora therfi and fluTi^ In ths 
teeth of the borihern DemocrMy, whether in- 
tended as a taunt to the Soath or a sneer at tisa 
North, by the reprceentative of a wuthem con^ 
•tituency, I most expose ha utter want of truth, 
and repel the insult it insidiously conveye. . 

Sir, Wore the Kansaa-Nebraaka biU*ppsani 
on our statute-books, the great principle oTnop- 
ular soverei^ty, aa contradistinguished nrom 
oongresstoaai usurpation, was as familiar to tin 
Democracy of New York as was any other dogM 
of Democratic fiuth. It was as flrinly rooted id 
the Democratic heart of my State as was o^ppos!- 
tion to a Uoited States Bank, to colossal achemes 
of internal improvement by the Qeneral Govern- 
ment, or to any of those OMolete heresies which 
passed away a few years loo soon to witness tha 
dissolatioa of the party by which tber wen onoe 
cherished. Nay, sir, when the gentleman from 
Baltimore city was schooling himself along dts 
banks of the Potomac, as his distinguiahea ana 
eloquent eolteagoe assared ua a few daya sinca 
on tnis floor, by nis HaiApden letters in the Ale^ 
andria Gazette, in defense of the Wilmot proviso, 
the leading Democratic minds and pens of New 
York were employed in denouncing that neasora 
as unjust, unequal, and uneonatittitional; and M 
would seem eoraevhat singular that they diouUt 
all concur, though at diflTerent periods and distani 
piaoes, in recommending ths very principle of th« 
Nebraska bill as the only true, equitable, tatA 
constitutional solution which could be given to 
that irritating and dangerous question. As faf 
back as Febmary 8, 1847, the doctrine waa 
publicly announced and ably defended by one of 
the purest and most popular Democratic leaden 
in the State of New York. At this early periodv 
sir, in the history of the agitation and strife which 
were fiDaltyluUed into silence, and I trust forever 
in this- Republic, by the paaaage of Mr. Douglas 'a 
bill, we mi the following leading editorial pub- 
lished in the Rochester In^ly Advertiser. I give 
this editorial entire — not so much for the purpose 
of showing that, in regard to the rights of tha 
South, in reepect of popular oovereignty and 
eongrassional assumpuon of power, whether thai 
assumption of power take the form of a Wilmot 
proviso or of a traveling board of congreasional 
inquisitors, the Democracy of New York are bet^ 
ter friends of the South tlian the member from 
Baltimore city — not for the purpose of contrast- 
mg the Wihnot proviso luoubratioas of Hampdes 
IB ISM vkh tha sonnd, fbrdbro, and eooscftv- 
tronal doctrines editorially published in a leading^ 
New York Democratic organ in 1347; but to pttt 
at rest a eontroversy wbicn hsa long existed rel> 
adve to die paternity, or rather to the " inven- 
tion," of the now admitted Democratic iojpaA of 
territorial aovereignty, under the Conatitntioak 
and in aooovdanoe with tke ri^Ka of Uie aaTeru 
Slates. 

Tbe following is the editorial leader of thft 
Rochester Daily Advertiser February 8, 18479 

" Tbb WiuHvr PaovMff. — In daft m nce to an nnmuM 
aoaeoT tbe psMsarind, w« ham ftar the piatwaak pSf^' 
mlttsdlbe 'WUsiotpinvtoo' to bsfteely dtaeuaasdin odP 
Qotaona by emreirpoadsina opnoead W,and in fhvorof, that 
naaaan i wWte we have stood pretty mscb mtootlhMt tba' 
eeWnet. Owowa MiMi»eata,lu)Wevnr, have bean ptahriy 
indloated, and tbnae nony new be auted with greater din- 
liaemesB. 

" We bellsn aa yet PS*>P** °f pvtt» 
nder tbeii " 
impoMltilei 

paaaed anlar I , 

eoaraeDrpailUlwkn tbqrMl aptasa^ert^s^ 
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AaU OBM mora nraiM lu mpptoprtato fmetiOM. How- 
•vsr, be that it nwy, w« propoMtomuourvinnnpaa 
this topic witb oodor and rnnuew. 

" We ve oppoaed to whu ii «^ed the ' WUmot pro- 
Tiao:* it appean to as to be coniranr to ibe apiilt oT ov 
Fedanl compart— lo the DaaKxmilc doctrine of Bute 
itebu, aod u war vrea wUb ibe ptind^ of individual 
Ubcrty ; tn Ihet, thai it can oatf be made alftctlve to the 
euem oonleaipiaied hj neaaa of a graaa OMnatioa of 
power OB Uie put oCtbeQeneral OoTamnenL iBalliUa 
we may be wnM|i bat ibey are oar booeat opinions, and 
w« ahMl expma ikem ttmmij. 

" It aeema tn oa Ibat we are too apt to recard Coogrcai 
aa omnipotent — as poaaeaalng legitlmaw power to do w hat- 
er er part7 fbelloi or popular pamion majr dictate. 

" In dlacRSiiMH like lUa, we deaire slwaja lo recvr to 
im prindplea, and tbenee learn iriietber Confresa be eon- 
potent to the task wtitdi the public require at lu band*. It 
moat be borne In mind thai thrra are certain principlBa at 
the Ibundatlon of our iaatltmioDa— ptindplea wUch form 
the onhr bulwark of human ilber^— wUeli m eoperior In 
their biuUos Ibrce to aar law* w * pforisoeB' (kamed inr 
nan. If, thm, any pnlect be bnacbed Ineooalaiant wtih 
Ibia nnmoant law, KaMold be atonoe abudaaed. 

" weUitbea, wbr *om Comiwa daifm the rifU (it may 
mBaMfta p em r ,D«w«w nMch>a tfccifaeH[M) toan 
dM urT«nlloi7 mw hot tan Jut aaehlaalltniMiSM suit 
Om n^fotltr of U> ciBieno, provided ahrqra, and provided 
M,tbulbwbtMtrwia>twtbe <repaiilieM Awn of 
■mnMM*«Meh the 0«nttt«kn < iMiiMiea to 
ttiM.* llonover,ihK 'repiiblleuiton,'lf otirw 



•onpact bo held vuid, nnatta Mn«d aeeorttai lo the w 
daimndiuof iheftanenof thtCoudtntlon. Anllaao- 
nnebaadoowatieBlmtrdWmktlnibeSMaa which 



haiTlnain ihsnimiunT T. Il IneTHBhlylWkun n nrthatinitiin 
Ma wu Mt taiaiwd as loeoaslatMU with the ' republican 
Ain'iMaiide4tebe*gwraBtM.' It likwc think, fkiilr in- 
fbnble from Ola, thai the CoasUtotian did not iBiead to vest 
hi Coogrem the r%ht to Interfere with the local InstitiUana 
nfthe peo p le wder any 'lepuMtcan Ibnn'they aright ehooae 
to adopt either la iheaiHee or Zlwriterte. 

'<Butltmwbeaiidthatth«ri|)U ntulted to midte thla 
prsete efibeiive, may be fbund In that aecttoa of the Con- 
slftuilon wUcb oeelares * Congreaa flhan haveoovn' todia- 
poaa of and make all hm^/W rules sad renlauona reapecl- 
■Bf the territory or oiber property belon^aa to the Unltod 
Sutea.' But then the queatioa uiaes. Is it 'neednil* to 
make any ' role or reculailoo* la regard to a politieal coin- 
munityoi)nuitxedaa<aTen1loiT,> wUch the Conatitution 
■o plainly withbolda the ■ power' to enftKee,tn regard to the 
saM comaumlty when orgMilxed aa n SMi! 

" But our main reliance to prove that Congrom baa no 
rigil to diciate what insHtutioiu the acquired terrlu»y*abBll 
or shall not adopt, is upon that law which is superior to all 
Written consHtntlons, and (torn which all ether lawa derive 
their Undhigtece. Bo much of that law as is applicable 
lo the pieseut caae is forcibly ezpreased In oar Dec lafa lion 
of Independence. Inspeakingorman's'lDallfnable rights,' 
that aacted instrument aays, ' K»*ciMr« these ri^is Govem- 
meatsare institated among men , deriving their joer powers 
ftontheoMweiits/UeMvenud.) Now take CallAwnia.fbr 
example, and who are the' ■Dvemtdf' Obviously the Col- 

«i»W4ni« UeawelMs. Well, then, it necessarily Ibilowa 
nt no laws, no government over that country can be pos- 
•eesedof' Jnri powers,* except It be su^ as jeeeiraa the 

* ctmaent of the governed'— that is, of the CaUlSrtilans ; and 
If the power exerted be not a 'Just* one, it is not morally 
binding upon the people. Is there any eacape fiom tbeae 
•enolastoas t 

"Again we ask: bow came Che people of this Stale poa- 
e em sfof the ritfil lo legislate for California? Is it really 
ml Or la It only BnoHHiaeJ right? And If we have the 
light to Impose *DoalUmble fiuidamental articles' npon 
them, may tbey ndi « rlghiAiHy Impoee dlsiasteAil * onat- 
tarabiearticlaa'nponus? Is not this a ■ rule thai will work 
both ways' f/ 11 will work at «UT Let ui UM of this nut- 
ter — reflect seriouslv npon it|^d not be carried to danger- 
oos ccadustons In Impulse, oy passion, or by party sew. 

" It is hence pmin to every intelligent man, that evoy 
Mtlmaie political right ei^tiycd by the people of any Suta 
or TenllOTy, i* tnkernU in tktmtelvtt. Properiy speaking, 
Ibey do not derive a ringlc right Cttm Congrem ; and Inaa- 
■Mch as Conpess pomt**ti no rtgJU* to bestow, It posaaaaea 
aoae whidt U may withhold. 

" Snppoae Califbraia < annexed i' would her cltlxens be 
dependent for their political rights upon the votes of the 
New York congressfonal delepuloo? or gf any, or of all 
other delegatloos? Do we pom em the ri^t to control their 
< Inaltenable ri^ts ?> Does this State, or any cono^ in tbo 
State, derive a single political right nom the OenenI Oor- 
Brnment? Nobody will pretend that such Is tba case. 
Where, llien, do we obtain (he right to inteifere with the 

* domestic InslitDlhws' of other communities, however ob- 
noxloaa they nay be to our notions t The li^ of self- 
government does not, we ^tprehend, appertain to man only 
when be lives under wtuu Is called a Slats govemmeot, 
bat is equally perfbct under a ttrritoriai ornTUxation. 

" Itmaybeaaidihattlieaamei^tattacneatotheslave; 
■and that hence we ought to invest him with his natural 
Bights even in the Stales; but w* think that is a matter 
wiih which ws have nothing to do. As regards the local 
ailUn of other States, Il seems to us that we sustain the 
SUDS l el Btl ons with them that we do with other Independ- 
•ai eovmalgiiUea, to irtdeh we are bonnd by no Federal 
tte Moone doubts that the aerik aC RuaaU are robbed of 
iMr laat dghu. Every .fassrfcen believes, nay be know, 
that the BO Ejects of erery Earopean Oovemnent are op- 
pressed by beincfbrcibly divested of thalrjnstand < unalicn> 
aMe richiB.* Biit we must leave the remedy to time and to 
Ood. We possen no auibority to Inierftre j they like our- 
selves enjoy the rigkl of ssj^-govemmeni ; . but were wc to 
enforce npon them mtr doginss, we should assmne the rigW 
of gMsnUng Ucnt, and hence we shonld be guilty of snb- 
vening the pttnciple of ssf^-govenmeBi, ta wlileh we pro- 
teas sBoh uallnrilcd atmcliaieaL 

" Ws aA out readen to ozamioa lUs subject (koroaghly; 



we have not a doubt that tbey wffl And the same geneni 
law, the same sacred ptindple, wbitb prohibito na (ram la- 
teribring in the domeetlc anba of other nations, to be alikB 
imperative in regard to the aflklrs of the Slates, or other 
repnMlean coeununities. We are a nailoa of propagand- 
ists) but onr prapagaodiom most be silent and peaceinli it 
mast be llmiied to the Influence of malts. A propagaodist 
wWiCTalaMshaadsiB» d espot,aaexecr»Me tyrant." 

This wan puUuhed, Mr. Chairman, on the 8th 
of February, 1847. bv laue Butln, Eaq.»lhen 
editor of a leading Demomtic paper in New 
York, having a large circulation, and command- 
ing a well merited influence with the entire De- 
mocracy of that State. Here, the fi^I, broad doc- 
trine of popular aovereignly, or " non-interven- 
tion," ia for the fint time forawllypreiented, and 
discuaaed and enforced with rare ability, in ray 
Stata, lir— a northern State, too, where the De- 
mocracy ore so benighted that ther were made 
believe, whenindoraine the Kansas-nebroaka act 
that they were easting uieir votes for ** Buchanan, 
Breckinridge, snd Free Kansas." But, sir, the 
Democracy of my Stale may And some consola- 
tion in this outrogeoua libel upon their true senU- 
ments in reeard to the slavery uitation, when 
they learn that the member from Baltimore, who 
make^it) has left on record his adherence to the 
Wilmot proviso* in his now somewhat fiunons 
declaration, that ** Congress has the same power 
over slavery (in the Territories) that it has over 
the other relatione of husband and wife, moater 
and aervant, maater and apprentice, parent and 
child-," and who foDowa on tn the next sentence 
of thatMisMomercd communication over the sig- 
nature of Hampden, and published in 1849, wiui 
a modest advice to the Democracy, particularly 
of the South, " not to got^mnat the paasa^ of 
the Wilmot proviso." We can afford to smile at 
the puny ossanlts of such ossubuita. It is their 
vocation to resort to '* assertions without proof, 
declnmationa without argument, and violent cen- 
sure without dignity or moden^on." 

But, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Bal- 
timore city was not satisfied with lecturing the 
northern Democracy for the grave offense of 
standing by the righu of the South, under the 
Constitution, and of declaring, as they have done, 
that agitators and demagogues, led on by a spirit 
of fhnaticisro and intolerance, ahall no longer en- 
danger the Union by their treasonable plots, and 
their mad crusades. His snbition seems restless 
and insatiable, for he cannot eondnde his speeob 
without trying a bout with what he denominates 
the " Irish Brigade." What particular class of 
our fellow-citizens this Aing was aimed at, I am 
at a loss to conjecture. There is a body known 
to history under that appellation — a body of hia- 
torical reputation, whose deeds of bravery on 
every baule-field of Europe have long formed the 
Rowing theme for the poet 'a genius and the sculp- 
tor's art. But, sir, they were too pure to be 
reached by the gentleman's sarcasm— too patriotic 
to be measund by his well conned calculations of 
t^*'loaves and fishes'* which have unfortunately 
slipped through his fingers — too brave lo be ter- 
rified by the menaces or insults of those who 
would justify brutal mnrder— the murder of de- 
fenselesB women and helpleaa children — the sack- 
ing of dwellings «nd the burning of churches, 
under the insolent plea of "summary punish- 
ment." Sir,the"lrishBrigade"ofhistorywas 
composed of patriots whom oppression in Uie 
land of their birth had driven to foreign countries, 
to carve outahomeandanameby tlwirvalorand 
their sword. The brightaBt page, sir, of the his- 
tory of Fiance, is Ibatwhica reeovds the deeds 
and names of the ** Irish Brigade." France, 
however, was not Uie only country in which the 
'* Irish Brigade" signalized itsderotion to liberty, 
and iu bravery in achieving it. Sir, the father 
of your own Navy was one of that elorious band 
of neroea who shed luster on the land of their 
birth, while thev poured out their life-blood for 
the country of tneir adoption. John Barry was 
a member of the "Irish Brigade "in America — he 
who, when tempted by Lord Howe with cold lo 
his heart's content, and the eomnaad «a liiie- 
of:b*ttle-ahip, spumed the <^r with these noUe 
worda: " I nave devoted myself to the eanse of 
my adopted country; snd not the value or com- 
mand of the whole British fleet could seduce me 
fh>m it" He who, when hailed by the British 
fiifRtes in the Wwt Indiea, and Mked the oMial 



questions ss to the shm and certain, answered: 
" The United States shqi AUiaaes, smey Jack 
Barry, half-Iridiman, bal^Tankce. Who are 
you?" Sir, saucy Jack Barry,as he strted him- 
self, was the first American oflicer that ever 
hoisted the atars and stripes of onr coontrr on 
board a vessel of war. So soon as the §ag m the 
Unitm was agreed on, it floaled from the naasu 
head of thel^xington, Captain John Bany. Bat 
Captain John Bainr was notthe milyiDemberof 
the " Irish Brigade^' whose nsme comes down to 
us with the story of the privations and bravery 
of ourrevirftiioaary strunie. Colonel John Fits> 
gernld was also one of that immortal band. Of 
this member of the " Iri^ Bi^ade," I will let 
the still living member of Washington's own 
household, the eloquent and venerable Q, W. P. 
Custis, speak. He says, in his Memoirs of Rev- 
olutionaiy Heroes: 

<• CMonel Fli^tetald wsB as IrU eAeer in Um eld Mae 
BnOs, the first vclnnteer company mis sd In she BonOt in 
Ibe dawn oTihe Havolnthm, and pfimaadsd hy Wa^nef 
ton. In the campaign of 1778. and retreat thraagh ilie Jo- 
seys, PI tcgerald was appolnied ald-de-csmp to Waahingtna 
At the battleof Princeton ocenrred that totichin( scene con- 
secrated by Usury to wmtaatlatTemtsnbraaca. TticAmff- 
ican troopa, worn down by harsshins, axbaastiag Hsm cfam. 
and want of (bod, on the Ail of their leader— that brave old 
Scotchman, General Mercer— reccriled before the tmyoBea 
of the veteran (be. WashlMon spmred bis bocac inm ilis 
Iniervtf between the bostUe linea, retnlaf Bp with the 
charger's head to dM Ibe, and ealliiq to hissaldles*, ' wai 
you give up your general to tba eaemyi" The appeal was 
not made ut vain. The Amerteana" — 

I hope the gentleman from Maryland wiQ pardon 
Mr. Custis for indudiiv Colonel FitsgetaU ia 
their number, and attrumte it to aa exeesa of 
patriotic fervor in the TeneraUe — 

"IhoedaboM.aad ihs sish wwe levelsd i 
Wsshipgtna b sM vsso ft — etsass 

placed laiera sea taigetlbrlmh. Iti 

Cotooel flixgeiald n tamed fluoi aoaveylsg aa ofdax to Che 
rear-aad bats 1st as ass Ihs gaRsat vetanaH on woda. 
He said: <OasvncBm,lBeiealv«dibsOossmltaMdi< 
ately between ear line aad that of Ae eneaiy, hMb Ums 
leveling (hr the decMva firs thai was to decide Oc fartnne 
of the d^. lascaatly tbavs was a roar of moakeiry, A4- 
lowadbyasfesnt Itwnslbs riwitervleWvy. OaraMi^ 



my ^ea I flaaavewd the eaamy brokfla and gyms, whUe, 
dimly amfd Oe gHBipaaa of Ibe write, WBB aasa WaahiaK- 
ton, alive aad uahanied, waving bin hat, asd ch aeri ng hie 
comrades to the putmtn. I dashed Bay iPwe l a into of 
cbai|er>B flanks, aad Saw to Us sUa, lililsisdag. Thnak 
God,y9urSxee|}eney)easlb! IwaptUbsaebMAcJiqr-''* 



This is what history tells us of another mem- 
ber of the '* liiah WenAt." Now, air, if the 

Esntleman from Maryland will only sopprcM his 
orror, and listen with patience, 1 will tell htm 
what tradition odds concerning this brave oid'de- 
camp of Washington — this ooh) and intrei»d 
Irishman. After peace was proclaimed, and oar 
independence achieved — after the Constitationhsi 
been put in operation, and Washington filled tba 
office of Chief Magistrate of the nation, he sent 
for his old companion in arms, then living ia 
Washington^ own county of Fsirte, and invned 
him to aeeapt die lueratiTe civil ofllee of eirilcetor 
of the customs for the port of Alexandria. This 
tradition will be found to correspond with the 
records of the Treasury Department on which 
may be nmi in the entry, that Colonel John Fitz- 
gerald was appointed collector of the customs, at 
Alexandria, Vii^nia, by George Washington, 
President of the United States, Amil 13, 1793. 
Thus, we find that the Father of his Country were 
he now living would come under the denoncia- 
tions of the gentleman from Maryland and his 
Know Nothing associates f«-oonfinnng office oa 
one of the " Insh Brigade." 

But, sir, I would tire the patienoe of this Hoosa 
were I to select even one out of every thonaand 
ot the patriot names of the " Iridi BrieaLde** 
strewed alone the pagea of our history frona the 
very dawn of the Revolution down to ths tima 
when our flag floated over tlis polaee of the Mon> 
temmas. 

The gentleman firom Bdtimote city prafeaaea 
greatdevotion to the memory and fiune of theillas- 
triouaClay. He was the gentlemaa'soimcle while 
living. HaarhiaeloqoeotvoieecoiDingnptoiiBaa 
if from his honored grave. He, too, in speaking 
of the "IrishBrtcade**— and in his warm, honest, 
and manly sou^ the only words which he cut 
find sufficiently ardent to expreaa his feelings are 
"boneofgurboneandSeahofonrfleeh." "That 
Ireland," ezelaims the orator of America, in a 
speech Mivefcdoa lata aa 1847> "which has bean 
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IB all the TicuntndM of om utiuulMdlUBM our 
ftiend, mud haa vnr eztttoded totu her warmast 
iTmpathy— 4hoae Irishmen nAo in amy war in 
which we hare been engaged— on erery battle- 
field from Quebec to Monterey, hare atood by oa 
•boulder to ihoolder and abared in all the perila 
and fortune* of the conflict." iranythinr, Mr. 
Chairman , were wanting afUr thia to ennowe the 
*' Iriah Brigade," and gire it ita proper and oon- 
atitutional poaition in the great fiunuy of Amer- 
ican fireemen — it ia the oUoqny of hia Exeellenoy 
Henry J. Ghudner, of BCaaaashmetta, and the 
Hon. HnwuT Wnrr>nDAm,of Baltimon. The 
gentleman cannot complain if 1 thui couple hia 
name with that of the Kaeh RepnUican, Know 
Nothing Chief Maciatrate of the 9tate of Maaaa- 
ehuaetta in hia Tiolent crosade againat adopted 
eitinens. I will show a aimilarity in feeliiu— 4n 
■entiment, almoat in lanraage between the Know 
Ifothiog Ooremor of a Slack Bepabliean State 
that gaTe thirteen electoral votea againat Bnch* 
an an and Keckinridge be<Muiee they planted them- 
aelTca upon the Kwuaa-Nebradni act, and the 
Know nothing R^reaantntiva of a aouthem State 
that threw her eight Totaa agunattha aama gentle- 
men becauee ahe waa awayed br tfas ooonaeU of 
tboae who wonld fasten upon tne South the in- 
iquitiea of the Wilmot proviao. 

Hear what the executtre f unetioDary of Maaaa- 
ehuaettn aays in hia late annual meaaage in refer- 
•nee to the '* Iriah Brigade:** 

" Wtafla Ihe bonle of Amlgii-bora nun im-n thaa 
atrlekm down a aoUe canae, [that of PitaMmt,] whicb 
anpaaM to tbe otoral Mntlment and fnllgbicned puilodMi 
of onr oonnUTi It only aflbrda snothn conflimanon of a 
Act whldh our wta<rf« hirtory enslriiabeii, tbat ttaa fbrelgn 
TiMa, witli baldly aa ezcapnoa.alwajra hu been, aad in 
ttaa naMraof Ibinga vwt wiU aoi moat be.auracwd to that 
party wbleh, and«r tii^-aoaDdiag naatwlilaa on the ^ 
aoact rtabia of man, alwaya Braetwalhr cotpantM whh ria- 
TBiy at me aouth, and tianiaMaflam ttt plailbrn tbe aionl 
queirtlona miti nobler instinct* •od mora enliftateaad unti- 
awnta of tba age." 

Again, Qoremor Gardner aaya: 
" And tt ia this aitan body wblob haa doeldad In tba paat 
awny of oar peat sallonal alwtiooa, and ta itaa fbtaie, 
anleaa cfaeckod, U dcMiiMd to ihwan many of tba noUeat 
morementa niiicb New En^and, eo<^iwn| with New 
England ■eniinwnta — morality abd MucaUon — dfffUsed 
throiuti tbe miat Weat, may andattak* in bebalf of f>ea- 
dom, namaaTiy, lad tba noWer apirit at tbe eenuiry. It 
waa the daadeiilag infloence of ihia body which conntar- 
seted the freat nonbem npriolng of the lut national elec- 
tion. Foi wherever New Engtuid seaiinienta, New £a(- 
land Adacatlon, and New Eq^aod morality, by reaaon nt 
Btate colon Izatioo fttan the iodlaenoaa aad wnialied pop- 
matioo of theaa adz Biatea, ware oAiBad and pRdMBlnaiai, 
there, without aa exoeptxm, tbe eanae of free territory tii- 
niDimed." - 

Now, air, examine the remarkable coincidence 
of speech and aentiment in what ia laid on thia 
very tioeation by the repreaentattve of a aonthem 
eonatitueneyi 

**TheT [fbceign-bom TotaraJ may not b« dtaraaarded, fbr 
bat fbr UMm FeanaylTanla wera ioat, and whb'lt tbe day. 
Yet, wbat will Batuty tboae la dl ap an aable aliiitf. now eoo- 
aoiooa of their power?" «AfaiB,iBlb« 
flerea strSBla A>r rapremacy, men have ftnottea the baa 
which UbeSepabilc pota on liia tntmalonorm^loea Infln- 
ence on tbe poUtkol arena. llMBaJsllnenceabavebronghi 
vatatmnltfiaMaoflbn^-banieMMnBio tba poO*, l«no> 
rant of Amarfcan tartaraala, wttboot Ameriean IMlnfi> In- 
flacnced by flirel|n aympatUea, to vote on Ametlcaa af* 
fiiin I and tboae voteahaTCj In point of ftctiacconplUmd 
use preaent reaaK.** 

*^hua we find theaetwoehaminona of adeftmet 
foetion attribute the result of the late election to 
the fact that the balance of power iain the handa 
of the *' Iriah Brigade;" and that thia power haa 
been uaed, aa* one of theae gentlemen aaya, to 
■trike down " a noble cause, which appealed to 
the moral aentiment and enlightened patriotiam 
of onr country," and^the other gentleman haa 
exprensed it, to aceompliah the preaent reault. 
Sir, in the name of the adopted citizens of Iriah 
and Gkirman birth, who eonstttnta a ftall moiety 
of my eoneiitnenta— in the name of the Democ- 
- racy of the nation, I accept the eompUment, and 
here felicitafe the adopted citinna who belong to 
the Democratic fold, that, by their caating TOtea, 
they can " Mtrike doyyti " New Enriand treaaon, 
and vindicate tAe gr^t charter of American lib- 
erty. If they Aavg rtfll'y ''wW*'* power, 
then they arc the (ft- have aaved this Union 
from dlaaolatirii — . . 



1.1 mvititmo(i %'^ftr<i* Kntliralhai-n t of the 
fiouiA, or rfiWB^V^ *^^c*- ' fiteir ^Me fc«tlc-ery. 



Om of Uieir Britiah organs, apeakinc u reftrenee 
to the probaUliUea of a waron the Central AmM> 
ican t pi e ati on, wed theae tematfeahle worda; 

"neie are BOW onrthreeaiinioaaof human btinga hold 
ia arael boadiaa la Ihe United Bftea. ttinaftire, ibe 
United Stataa deny, and la roMlvad to vieanoB the right or 
Great Britain to bar Oontial Anwilaan poaaaaalona, we, tba 
people of tbe BrfUib Empire, are reaolvad to atrlke off Urn 
abackletftomtbalbetorherihnemilltonaofalaTn. And 
there are amoBs nc tboae who wilt aanetif^ gush ^l^oaa 
oauae." 

And in response to thia diabolical and atrocioua 
aentiment, the London Newa adds: 

" Hm AJwliltanlata woold be widi na to a man. Tbe beat 
of them are ao now." 

Sir, had auch a oataatrophe beflillen the einliEed 
world RX a war between the TTnited Statea and 
England at that time, it would not have been to 
the men of the '*dark-tantem"and the midnight 
dagger, nor to the Abolitionist, we would hare 
lowed for deftnw. Wb would find it only in the 
rank and file of national Democracy — the bone 
and sinew of the country— end foremost unong 
that Democracy would be found the " Iriah Brig- 
ade" — the countrymen of Montgomery, Kosci- 
usko, De Kalb, and saucy Jack Barry, and in- 
trepid John Fitzgerald. They would coma forward 
aa Walker, the historian of General Jackson, 
Bays they did in the war of 1813: 

"They would come ftwward, all of them capable of bear- 
lag aiBia, prompUy and detormlnedly, to Mn Ibr their 
aioptad eowatryyand ftc fteaiiBi nriaii tbair bwa dltai y 
aoamyaado p paeaaor." 

In anch a contest, with the belanee of power in 
their hands, they would give us such an old fash- 
ioned victory as they aidra us in achieving over a 
far more dangerous adversary in last November. 

I now purpose, Mr. Chairman, to address my- 
self, for a few momenta, to the honorable gentle- 
man from MiBsouri,[Mr. Akcrb,] whose generous 
impulses prompted him to rush to the rescue of 
his friend from Baltimore city wben he saw him 
lie bleeding and prostrate under theatunning blova 
of hiscolIeague,[Mr. Bovn.J Idionght,mdeed, 
at first, that the jgentleman non Missouri, who 
is, I leam,ainimster of Uie Gospel, took the floor 
merely on a mission of brotherly charity, and 
only mtended to pray with his friend, and giye 
him the necessary spiritual comfort; but this ulu- 
sion was soon dispelled. Th^yingand the living 
are quickly astride of the same hobby; and while 
the one exhausts all his powers upon the " Irish 
Brigade," the other, with an equal stretch of 
ihney, but a much vaster stride over space, ob- 
trudes himself, at a bound, into the cabin of the 
Irish peasantrr, ftr across the Atlantic. I mnat 
eonfeaa, Mr. Chairman, to the pleasure with 
which I listened to his brilliant ana bigfaly poet- 
icd peroration. Hailing from a State first settled 
by Catholics, whose chief dty was named by its 
pious founders after the sainted crusader King of 
France, he eomes here fbll of theenthusiasm and 
poetry which that reminiscence inspires. The 
ages of fiuth came before my mind; but ere long, 
I found that hia sense of hearing waa far more 
acute than mine, and I could not nd|p remember- 
ing the rseda thatwhiapered about King Midas 's 
can when I heard tbe«iitlnnBn from Missouri, 
ahnTst from the Catholic city of St. Louis, call 
on yon to hear the Iriah pnest beyond the At- 
lantic holding converse with his enslaved parish- 
ioner. Mr. Chairman, from boyhood to man- 
hood, I have known more priests of native and 
foreign hiith than Mr. Aksbs ever saw. 1 have 
aeen them at the cradle of Inthncyr-I have been 
with them at flie death -bed of old age; but, sir, 
my ears are only Uiose of a man; I never heard a 
word of the apeeches the gentleman from Mis- 
souri jpnta in tneir lipa; ana I can only hope that 
my fhDowBspresaDtiaives an not squally afflicted 
with the disease of King Midas. 

Is it not known, sir, to every eandid and impar> 
tial traveler who haa visited that beauiiflil bnt 
ill-fiited island, that the only true, devoted, loyal, 
aelf-eacrificine friend that tne Irish peasant has 
in the land or his birtfa, is the Catholic priest? 
He stands between him and the oppreasion of his 
haughty, blood-stained rulers, ana when he can- 
not ameliorate his condition, he bean on his own 
flhoutdera his full share of the burden. In suf- 
fering and misfortune, he administere to htm the 
conaolntions of his religion and the eonnari of a 
friend; he aympatkises with bfan in nil lus trinU; 



and wh»* Ihe nuiiatsr of a stnoge fluth, armed 
with alt the terron of the law, sends bis bailiffa 
and his pampered minions to seize the very bed 
on whicK his sick wife ia preparing to meet ilie 
Gtod of her fktheni— when, under the maddening 
spectarde, a momentary burning for revenge, per- 
haps, seizes upon his agonized eoul, ^e priest ia 
by hijB aide, whisperinr in hia ear ** Ven^ance ia 
mine,aaith the Lord' — lakea him by the hand — 
provides, with his last penny , for the safe removal 
of the sick and the helpleas — and leavea them nt»t 
until the hour of Uieir trial is passed— « trial that 
will continue to harass and oppresa the Irish Cath- 
olic so long as the national Church of England 
prolongs a life of debauchery and vice on the 
plunder and pillage of the Iriah peaaant. Hear 
an American Protestant, the learned Dr. Durbin, 
on this subject; 

** The oppreaalre eecMaatloal ayatem by which England 
compel! the Iriah peoplOr-aioB lentha (rf whom an Catho- 
Ilea— to anpport the Bpiampal (Anrch In Ireland, U anotiior 
crylog evil, and ao great that, were be an Irfibman, aa he 
1* an American and a Proteetant, he would never ceow 
combating it bnt with his lift. The pooreat part of tbe 
aopolatlmi, beaidea mpporting their own ayatem, are taxed 
iwBvlly to Boalaln ProMtaodm, which tboy abhor oi anti- 
OiriaUBn. What an enormous ontrage fa thia upon their 
deateat rigbta and imereata !" 

Sir, the misery and suffering of tbe Irish peasant 
durinff his long night of ptflitioal bondage are 
traceable to other sourcea man priestly influence; 
and I envy neither the charity of the man, nor the 
wisdom of the legislator, who would thus trump 
up the oft-refuted elanden of Exeter Halt to 
illustrate important political principles before an 
American Congress. 

I would advise gentlemen, before they go to the 
trouUe of crossing the Atlantic to hunt up evi- 
dence of priestly turpitude, to read the living his- 
tory of thur own countrv dttringthe past twelvs 
months. In nearly all tne New ungland States* 
the pulpit was converted into a political en^^ne. 
Minuten of the Ooapel became politicians, as a 
preliminary atep to becoming legislators; and 
while I care but little what others may think of 
the value of the accession , I have always believed, 
and still hold, that though they. may labor zeal- 
ously in saving tbe country from the devil, they 
lend but a doubtful luster to tbe legislation of the 
nation. So thoroivhlr do I obhcv the demoral- 
izing tendenciea of^ political preadiing, and pity 
the ministera of the Ooapel who obtrude them- 
selves into the turbulent political conflicts of tha 
day, that I am aa ready to censure the Catholic 

Jinest as the Protestant minister when he so far 
bif;els the sacrednesa of hia high calling as to 
^generate into a mere politick brawler. The 
connection is unnatural; its fruit imholy. In the 
strong language of Burke — 

" Polltiea and Ihe pulpit are tenaa tiiat have bnt Uttlo 
agreement. No aoond oo^t to be beard In Uie choroh but 
the healing voice of ChtteilBntiy. Tbe caoae of civil lib- 
erty and dvll eovemmeni gaiw aa tittle aa that of religloa 
ftom thia confuaioo ofdutiee. Tboee who quit their proper 
character to aaanme what doea not betong to thm are, for 
tbe great part, Ignorant of the cbaraciertfMy leave, and Iba 
charaeiar they aaaome. WboUy nascmalated witb tba 
world in which they are ao fond of meddling, and inexpa- 
rjenced In all Ita aAira, oa which tpoj pronimmce wHb ao 
much conHdence, (Acy mm mUUNf y poUtia M tta fm- 
ftOHj tkey txciu. Barely, the ehnrdila a plaee wftara ena 
day>B trace might be aUowad te the dlaiaaiiiina and sal- 
moaitiea of mankind." 

Sir, I need not refer to the almost seneral per- 
version of the pulpit during the last Presidential 
contest; the substitution of bowie-knives and rifles 
for the inspired volume, the vilest passions re- 
freshing themselves from the sanctuary, and the 
signals for eamace and servile war given from the 
very temples of God. Truly, trinmjAant mar d» 
Catholic priest exclaim: "These things hsva Men 
done; bnt I am not tha man." 

The address of Uie gentleiMui frogn Misaonri is 
a gmrc defense of the hte Know Nothing party i 
aim, not onlv fbr ita pbuisible sophistry, but on 
account of 4iie gendeman'a well-known ability, 
re<]nires a careful examination and a minutaanal- 

nis. I propose to glance at its leading points, 
ihall do ao in a spirit of candor and &tmess. 
There is ond thing the gentleman does not deny» 
and I here challenge him to deny it. The mem- 
bers of that iMrty wrre pledged to vote for no 
Catholic — no citizen of foreign birtli. Thia,tho 
onufltitntion of the secret society which forms 
the basts of the party show*; this, i*vsn tbe ari> 
ginalitookofboth,th«UaiiadAmeriesi»f Aowsi 
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Mora than thm raiffioDa of oor catsens were tbui 
prejudf^d, and exehided from beiag cttoMn to 
ofSce^were awda a clan of helota ; and were the 
policy to aoGceed tlkCH helota would well deaem 
their Ate if ther did oet ahake Uie Qorerament 
to ita very foondatios. If aavthing can ever iM- 
pcril thii Oovemaimt, it wontd be to have ia our 
Bidet a daae not poaiMBed of the rirhu of oA- 
■enehip luld by the i—aiin ■, elaea aeprired of 
lb« eleotin AancUaa* eiAer aetire or paaaiTo. 
either in the ri^t of eboosing or that of beis; 
ehoeen to office. 

Mr. KBNN&TT. WiU Um gentkmn from 
New York allow um to iDtamipt lum for a bbo* 
Bent? 

Mr. KELLY. Cartatuly, nr. 
Mr.KENNETT. I eee, Mr. ChasmaBt that 

my collesgue to whom the gentleman nfem ia not 
innieaeeu IwilUihereforeiwithhiaaenBiaaionr 
aay that I think he haa unintentionally toiaintcr- 

Sreted my colleague "a remarke. The inference I 
raw Oom the a^ament of my colleague on thia 
fioor waa, tl^ he was oppoeed to the cooeolida- 
tion of political and religiooe queationa, and to 
the [TTOBcribinr of any man on account of hia 
religious beliet— and auch are the principle! and 
policy of the American ^ly- My coUea^e amid 
further, that the Amencaa party was uie fiiat 
party that has erer inlroduceO that principle into 
their political platform. 

Mr. KELLY. I must insiat, Mr. Chairman, 
with all deference to the gentle roan from Missouri, 
that I have not miaunderatood the remarka of hia 
colleaeue. I tiatened to liia speech, aa I have 
BlrcBoy said, with pleasure and attention, and 
read it carefully as it ia printed in the Globe, and 
as it now appears in that paper to speak for itself. 
While I admit an apparent effort on the part of 
the gentleman from Missouri to look lioeral, I 
must be permitted to remark, that he seems no 
way soliciioua to talk liberal, and an unbiased 
perusal of the gross libel whicn he has published 
in the Globe concerning the Irish CBtbolic priest- 
hood will lead his colleague, however reluctant] v, 
to the some coaclusion. But the gentleman only 
acts out the principles and ritual of the midnight 
Order, which conceals all it can, and denies eTery- 

thing — 

Blr. KENNETT. I will answer tie gentle- 
man more fully iu my own speech, and wul here 
state that I am ready to anawcr any question he 
may propound. 

Mr. KELLY. Then, I ask the gentleman, did 
he, or does he now, give his adhebion to the plat- 
form of principles adopted by the American party 
in Philadclpbia in February, 1856.' If ao, does 
' not the gentleman by his own showing concur in 
the principle of proscribing Catholics because of 
Uieir religious belief? I allude, of course, to the 
fifth article of the above-named platforra. 

Mr. KENNETT. I will anaver the gentle- 
man by referring him to the platform laid down 
by the American party of oiy State, which pro- 
•cribea no nan because of nis religious belief. 
And now let me further aay, that the eentleman 
is in error when he asserts Uiai this debate was 
commenced by my colleuue. It was introduced 
by Mr. Boww, or Maryland, in hia animadTeiv 
■lona tipon hie coUeaguo, (Mr. Dam.] 

Mr. KELLY. Tfte feademan certainly ia in 
error — for Mr. Dati* himself, in lus wild fomy 
■gainst the "foreign brigade," unneeeaaarily and 
unfoundedly attributed this defeat of hia party in 
the last election to " the religious influenoea" 
which broughtao many alien cituena to the poUa. 
The gentleman haa not, however, yet aoawered 
By quaalien. 

Mr. KEINNETT. I am aovry I easnot auU 
the gentleman in my reply. He aaya the Demo- 
crauc party are a unit — that they everywhere 
fully indoraed the prineiplea of the Kanaas-No- 
braalta bill. I aay they oevmheleaa claim tha 
largeat liberty in iu eonairaction; and that con- 
■tnietion ia notoriously different in different aee- 
tiona of the Union, among brethren of the same 
politiuil faith. Now, the American party also 
needed a platform for the presidentiai canvaaa, 
and that of Felwuary laat was put forth for that 
puntoae. Ifilwaanotperfect,itwaathe beatwe 
could get, and we had totake it— those of us that 
it did not precisely autt— with the raercaatile rea- 
aitOiaampMd*" 



Waa TOW Preaideol— the present oeeapant of 
the White Houa6~eteQled by a majority of Aaaer- 
ican-bcwn oittceaa? Oa tbe eeatnvy, wilhaat lha 
foreign vote^ which waa cast for him almoat uaan- 
imeusly, he never would have bean >Uvata4 to 
the position he now occupies. 

Mr. KELLY. Suppose be waa not elected by 
American-bom volea— which waa very likely the 
o a aa ifa re aot tha prinmpleeadaDealed by the 
party which elected Mr. Pierce, national prinei- 
plea, without the benefit* too, of ener* ex- 
cepted ? " Waa there anything in the platform 
hud down at Baltimore by the conveattoa which 
nominated him violative of tbe spirit or lattar of 
tbe Conatitution of tha United Stauaf 

Mr. KENNETT. I have iwtehamd thaaoa- 
trary to be ao. My point ia* that tba Axeig&o 
born vote holda the beJaMe of power in our coun- 
try — that that vote ia alnoat al ways on tbe Demo- 
cratic side,aDd thu* it ahoiMa the policy and aoioo 
of the Qovenaeat. Thia I oonsidei- wmog. 

Mr. KELLY. Iwillaaytothegeatlenaothat 
the illiberal and narrow poiiey parties have pur^ 
sued in this country has contributed much to drive 
both native and ior«i^-born Catholics, in aelf- 
defeoae, into the Democratic party. That this is 
true ia proved by the faa, which you know full 
well, Mr. Chairman, [Mr. H. MaaauuJ that 
the large Catholic vote of Kentucky and Mary- 
land luu always been found with the Wbie party 
until the Know Nothing monster and ita Protean 
brood of platforms drove them, in aelf-re^eot as 
well aa in self-deftnae, into raaka of the na- 
tional Democracy, where they have found repose 
and peace under the broad ahadowa of the Con- 
stitution. 

I will add further, thai with the exoeptioa of 
two terma the adnuniatration of this Oovernment 
has been in the hands of the Demoamtie party. 
It ajqtears to me, therefore, that the fact that tiw 
foreign-born population, ia the exeroise of the 
elective fVaachise, being always foand on the side 
of this dominant party, is imthcr doubtful evi- 
dence that they are not aa Loyal to tbe country aa 
aay other claaaofvotera. Tbehi^atataofproa- 
perity which the country haa attained under De- 
mocratic rule would, I aaoald thiidii Uad to quits 
a different concluaioa. 

Mr. KENNETIL The Democsntic party have 
been sharper and moraauceeaaful hitherto in bid- 
ding for their votea than we. Not that we would 
not oave won them, too, had it been in oar power. 
Office-seekers are all in love with German hoa* 
eatyand " the sweet Irish brogue." 

Mr. KELLY. I believe the gentleman himself 
waa very well aati^ed with tbe foreign vou 
while he belonnd to the Dcmoemtie parQr. 

Mr. KENN&TT. The genilemia wiUezcuafl 
me. He has misread my humble antecedent^. 
80 far as I have had aay poUtical history, aa long 
at leaat aa I «an remember, I have been all overa 
Whig. 

Mr. KELLY. Then I was in error. I eoa- 
foundsd the gentleman with hia brother, and re- 
net that, with so good an examf^ before him, 
ne has not, before this, accompanied him to the 
ehriae of the true faith. When he does— and 
notwithatanding the geatkmaa'a diluted Aawr- 
ieaoiam I don't daapatr— his eoDvieliona wffl ba 
otherwise. 

But, sir, a new watch-word haa been given to 
the faithlU; the cry has been that '* Americans 
must rule America." Do gentlemen foi^t that 
our country thus called America is mode up of 
native-born and foieign-bom — of men born ia 
the loealitiea whwe tney reside, and mu who 
have emigrated to their preaeat hones from aoma 
other State, either of thw Union, or of the great 
onion of Chriatendom &o far, then, aa the for- 
eign part ia concerned, the native can olum no 
righttomlehim. Hemay wellrefoaetobeniled, 
or claim oa equal grounda that AoMrieaM aboala 
rule Amerieaas, and that fomtgaera, whether 
Iriahnnen in New England, or Imw Egglanders 
in Missouri, should rule foreigners. The great 
feature of our country — the blending of all men, 
of every creed and dime and race, into one homo- 
ganaoua laass, actuated by one feeling— a love of 
our rioriona eounby and its noUe inatirationa — 
would, by tbe blind, narrow policy of these new 
reformera, be defeated and destroyed. 

kiiaq^aad thatitiswwBrferusuialncai* 



of our awn afiaics. Tha pn^xtiitioD ie dearly 
correct, and receives myaaa e nt, if by "we"is 
meant the whole Anwricsn people; but if a por- 
tion the petmle aaauaia to be the whole, and 
talk of the afiain of the nation aa their a&ira, 
than tbe pr^koaitioa ia supremely absurdi whether 
that portion in the caea of our couatry at tUa 
Bso ro ant bt jwtive or foreign bono. 

Theaar^rpelicy«fouroe«atry,Mr. ^airman, 
waa to eaoevnge eaugratioo from Europe. 80 
important and nacwsary was that policy 4eemed 
that the fathers of the Republie brought aniost 
thsKingefEogtaadaodhiii Miniatena uia^ 
which holds good to-dayagmaat tbe party which 
ealla itaelf AmsrieM). Nay, ait, it U>pltoi with 
even more fooe against the Know Nothtaig fiM>- 
tiea, fbr the King of England only dascounged 
emignUson, bccansehskiMwitwoulagire ste«wth 
to hia rebellious ooloaies, while thev would shut 
it otH altogether, sfUr it has aided in building 
up our osantry , and making as wlutt we are— the 
fiiscPownroa tbe ^obe. Sir,siish a policy is 
worse than that which eloaes Chkut am Japan 
acaiaat the hnmaaising iafiaancs of enlightened 
Cbiaalendom. Notlung,Mr. Chairman, has bwa 
Bore providential to America than the iiUliix from 
Europe af a laiga dasa whieh had none to com- 
pete with it in the existing population — 1 mran, 
air,theltdK)tingdaaa. Pohtinleconossists reckon 
in dollars said ecata the value of each emigrant to 
the country, and show that, materially q>eaking, 
they are a poaitive gain. Experiencca too, has 
diown that Uieae emigranto bland eamly into the 
existent popniation, and yield to none m attach- 
ment to our institutions, and the laws which, for 
nearly half a oentury, have conferred citizenship 
afWr five jears 'probation have beheld the country 
advance in prosperity and greatneaa. 

But the gentleman from the State of Misaouri— 
with ito monumento of its Catholic fonjider scat- 
tend over its surface — ^with ito Catholic city of 
the Crusader Saint — tells us tbal the nnachinery 
of our Government is delicate and comply, and 
that the foreigner should aot touch it imtil he 
leama to do 10 with saftty. "Otherwise, "says 
the poetical member — '* otherwise be might dts- 
torb ito equilibriun and unsettle ito motioa, ia 
which event the innate powen of aelf-propnlstos 
within the machinery of the State would acattn- 
ito rollingand flying wheels in a thousand diree- 
tiona." Now,auppoaiBgaU thiato betheeaae — 
anppoaing ovr simple r^nbhean Oovemment to 
be more complex ttian a sewing-maehizte or the 
Strasbui^ clock, it ia evident that five years is 
all-suffictent to enable a foreign to leam to work 
the machine; otherwise, the tremendous blow-up 
which tbe gentleman so poetically depicto wouia 
have conviUBed the earth years ago, ajid travelers 
would now be gazing on the rivers that darted up 
the steep decUvities of the mountain — the hiila 
thtf yawned in erateroua nrieanoeo, or the lokee 
ft>rmed by nature's tears at the terrible exploaioa 
of tbe American Commonwrallh. No one can 
deny that the country still exists — sxisto with the 

fireaent naturalisation htwa— exiato with those 
avrs profiled by, not by thousands, but by mil- 
lions. Therefore, air, tbe conclusion is irresist- 
ible that these law* are not as dangeroua aa the 
gentlsman and hia friends would hava the coun- 
try believa— at least ao little fianght with danger 
that DO alarm need be entertained. 

Among the prominent measures advocated by 
this sslf-styled American party, is one whicn 
seeks to extend the period of proliaiioo requisita 
to naturalization fVom five to twenty-one yean. 
What would be the practical workiag of thia 
change? It would exclude the foreigner who 
arrives here at the age of twenty-five years from 
all righia of citiaenMip until he baa attained tbe 
age of forty-aix — until be ia 00 longer aubject to 
military duty— until a period when the SumXk can 
no longw call upon him to arm in her defense. 
During tbe prims of manhood he wiU remaia 
indiffennt to tbe political system of the country; 
he inspires his children with no patriotic feelings, 
for none can animate his own breast. He is ruled, 
a subject, not a citisen, living here from necessity, 
not from choice. And will gsatlemen tell me that 
such a class will not be dangerous i Isolate a 
class, and you adopt the surest way to prepare 
ruin for all. They will feel that the laws really 
iatsnd their peipstaal aatdustoo, awl little will 
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they reck whether, at the lapw of twenty-oiie or 
two hoodred and one y«ve, the iii^;»rd boon be 
given. 

It has become quite faahioaable of late to charge 
directly that the foreign-bora cillzeni Ktt proni- 
nle intheir«u^Vag«i thftt they we vicioua, while 
the nativei^Mra are azeroplan of Bvery virtue. 
The gentleimm from Miseoari ehoafea Ihie, by 
implication, and tella us tliat the ferei^ner is pe- 
culiarly fitted to pull down a Govenuneot, but 
utterly unable to buQd one up. Where the gen- 
tleman learned all this, I am at a loss to know. 
Such Pharasaic selMaudation may well suit a 
meeting of frenzied devotee*, where each thinks 
bimselr elect, and all else doomed to perdition ; 
but ill befiM a member of the American Congress; 
for, if virtue is the exclusive ^if^ of American 
birth, the foonder of the ChnaliSD religion erred 
strangely in not deferring hia advent vmtil our 
time, to avoid being coiuemned u vioious for 
being bom in Betblenem. Where the gentleman 
learned thatfoseigners are peculiarly fiUed to pull 
down a Government, I cannot see, uoleas he al- 
ludes to Nicaragua, where armed foreigners were 
invited in, and nave since proclaimed tnemselvea 
maslera of the country. Butourhistorjiflirairtes 
DO example of the Bliehtest diffioulty caueed by 
foreigners who, notwithstanding their great ouc- 
eess m buildinjF railroads and canals, nave been 
unable, with aU Uieir power, to puU down the 
govenunent of a nag^ State, nor doea our his- 
tory show a BiDgle iDatanoe where they aUempted 
to do so. 

The question of immigration, Mr. Cbainoan, 
bas been hitherto treated on a most silly and un- 
phUosophical basis. Little susceplibiluies, reli- 

fious antipathies, and less creditable grounds 
ave blinded many to the real benefit which our 
country bea derived from foreign immigratioa. 
Since the great commercial review of the coun- 
try, Hitnt^ Merchant's Magazine, set forth its 
■tabbom proofs — its clear, convincing colculan 
tions, proving tha real value of every immigrant, 
a decioed cban^_ hps taken place in the manner 
ofesUmatingthisimportantelementofournaxional 
■wealth. Nonehae yet called in question the prin- 
ciples laid down in that valuable publication, or 
the numerical results of those principles. It 
stands, therefore, admitted that immigration has 
been a source of wealth and power to the coun- 
try, and the friends of the assailed foreigne r ne ed 
no longer turn to invoke Uie name of a |^bt< 
^ornery, a Barry, a La Fayette or Koscius^Pto 
propitiate public opinion. There is little in this; 
there is much in the ground that the immigrants 
liave contributed mora to the itabUity, wealth, 
and power of the country than all the lodges of 
Know-Nothiag Americans in the Unioa could do 
if they should continue to exint until the archan- 
gel 'a trump shall call the dead to judgment. 

At the close of the Revolution taere were three 
xnillioM of people in' this land. Since then, three 
znillions have come in as.immignnts. Of these 
latter, some few may have been bod citizens; 
but we should not forget that of theformer nearly 
one half were, during the whole war, open or 
oona«altd frieada of th« fia^Uah lula. Eaah one 
cleuRiB descent from a Whig of Bat, Mr. 
Chetirman, could geneolt^ies ne traced — could we 
go back, step by step, and man by man, to the 
■torniy days of the SCevolution, how many of pure 
American lineage must number among his ances- 
tors the bitterest Tory of that period! Of what 
intrinsic value, then, u their vaunted American- 
iani ? Why, sir, a century hence, it will be as 
impossible to distinguish the descendant of the 
first three miUions from* those of the second, as it 
ia nowtodistingaiBh the heir of thegallant Whig 
from the descendant of the bitter Tory. 

"What reprobation, then, do they deserve who 
"Would per^wtoste distinctions or divide the nation 
into two rivaJ ciaaseB i But I must not forget 
that the f^entJem^ ^01 Missouri denies that his 

nty is lusUj obf^^vioaa to this impeachment. 
B velI,Mr. Ci) .^^ti; 1 will try and believe 
the past but a dr^"^ shut out from any men- 
tal visiojj ^.^'c^^'nd the history of the past 
twelve moBtha. ^gg ^ believe so, and stand 
rosdy towTO- te./^* "^n »od trike to the earth 

'^'^■JZ^^ fe^'Sbom Providence for its 
*M w««<4 . or Coupon tWMil 



of this gltwious Republic. A great mission is 
confided to us — a missioc to he fulfilled only by 
union and virtue; for, when union ie lost, when 
civil war desobtee the land, virtue, too, i» lost, 
and with it our liberty. Wa an one nation now; 
nothing butelass-legiwuioD^notbingbutbelotiaBi 
and VM distioctions, can ever rend ob apart. 

But the gentleman from MiBeouri pennits his 
imagination to be too easily startled by the fact 
that the immigrant will bring in ideas subversive 
of liberty^ and destructive of the best interesu of 
society. He dmada the Fourisrism of Francs, 
the anti-Puritanism of Germany. But was not ths 
gentleman slumbering when Ke mads these allu- 
sions i The FourierisflQ and socijilistic ideas that 
prevail in our midst, are premulnttsd and her- 
alded by men of purely American oirth and char- 
acter. lX«w England is the special nursery of all 
these projects for rsozganizing aociatr. What 
few bariH of socialists have come from other 
lands have scattered and lost thetr original dis* 
ciplea, without gaining any in this laqd. Such 
ideas have never prevailed among tha masees of 
the immigrants, and sxe less popular with them, 
than with ths native populttion. k is not, at 
least, among the sins which the gentleman can 
lay at the door of the neuive or forei^-born Cath- 
olic Nothing shortofonotberreformation — and 
it must be mors successful than the first — can ever 
bring such viis progeny from the bosom of the 
ancient fluth. As to Puritanism and ths Jewish 
observance of thaSabbalh, they areKew England 
local institutions — not American customs. Tha 
Catholic ancestors of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, who settled that State, the foundsm also of 
Louisiana:, Michigan, Illinois, and Florida, no less 
than the founders of the middle and southern 
States, entertained far different views of the Sun- 
day from thoos contained in the blue laws, and 
other New fUigland codes; and thair descendants 
may, without wi- American feeling, repel with 
indignation the outrages aad insolent attempts 
of emigrants flrom New England to force on them 
the local customs of another isBtaon. 1 am 
amazed that the honorable gentlenuks would be 
so recreant to the traditions of his own Stale, as 
thus unwisely to adopt the local ideas of emi- 
graou &om another section, whan, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred, they ara in violation of 
the righte of the citizen, «nd contrary to the apirit 
of the Constitution and Uie laws. 

Another matter discoureed upon by the gen- 
tleman in tha course of his speech startled me to 
a degree that I almoat, for a moment, felt doubt- 
ful of his ssaity. The American party, he tells 
us, has never been opposed to the CatluMics, asa 
body, and he even ventured so &r as to say that 
Uey are opposed to " religious intolerance," con- 
demn it in uieir platform, and, what is more, that 
they are the first political party that ever have con- 
demned it. It wen nselees to aigue, Mr. Chair- 
man, on this subject with one who talks of " Gal- 
ileo's genius being tortured on the rackl" a novel 
method of torWre, surely, and one that requires 
some explanation before it can be properly com- 
prehended. Galileo's body was never tortured, 
as every ichooUioy knows. Hs was censured for 
opinions condemned as heterodox, and subjected 
to a nominal coofinemant, as puretv nominal as 
that of a defendant in an ordinary lawsuit, who 
walks the streets day by day, butis legally all the 
time in the custody of the sheriff. 

But with the ^wctade before my eyes of a 

Eriest tarred and feathered in one State; a de- 
auohed committee sent by the Legislature of 
anoriier to visit the Catholic convents in search 
of immorality, and actually carrying their ladies 
ai the expense of the State m their legislative tour; 
of three Btaus nusing laws aaixing all the prop- 
erty which Catoolics have thought proper to put 
in the bands of their clergy for charitable and 
reUgious trusts, with the wrecked churches of 
Newark looming up in the foreground — with the 
bloody streets of Louisville anoCincinuati, New 
Orleans, and Baltimore, and the ruins of Charles- 
town convent — ^the fiame-wreathcd churches of 
Philadelphia in the gloomy distance, I cannot 
accept the delusion. This u your work, Know 
Nothing, Native American party, called by what 
name you will. These are the deeds hatched in 
the secret conclaves of your midnight lodges, and 
no (otmtl disavowal in W0i4ac«a wjipa Ute. 



page of our history ths scenes and tragedies 
which you have caused. The whole bunien of 
the o^ans of that party, during its brief exists 
enoe, was the Catholic Church. Every charge 
that could be invented was brought— every slan- 
der levived. The Catholic clergy end bishops 
were assailed by name, aad no eiiaeavor a|ian4 
to ex<ut« public {mjudice. 

Those scenes of violence und blood which nat- 
urally followed such appeals to the passions of 
the mob will fom the darkest page on the future 
history of these United Stales. They have al- 
ready lowered our naUpnol reputation m the eyes 
of the civiUzed woril^ and have been paraded 
through the saloons sind reading rooms of tha 
principal cities of Europe, under the specious 
caption of *' Yankee illustrations of man s capa> 
city for Mlf-eovemment." Nav, sir, the moral 
seoM of the natter classes— ana I uss the tarm 
" better clsMes" in contradistinction to the socio* 
ties and combinations of bullies and rowdies who 
would seem to be the really privileged dosses in 
some of the large cities of the Union — revolts at 
the disgraceful outrages which have found abet- 
tors and apologists on the fioor of this House. I 
will read an extract from a late number of tha 
New Orleans Delta in reference to the frequent 
occurrence of murderous riots, and the general 
spirit of lawlessness and blood which has of lat« 
tarnished the foir fame of the city saved from 
British ra|>iiie bjr ths valor and skiU of on Irish- 
man 's son: 

" \Vhjl« bbe peosl* ■^centeot u tndons the oligarahr 

or ibe slung-aliot, the lutbotitiM csiiiiot be biuo^- Tba 
prevalence of murder no longer bu any canoecUon, inline- 
diBU or r«inou, wiih pelliics ; tbe feanU deeds eemnitted 
at the lloneatMioa ■»< eteewbewsrsths i sssltaf etoHs 
UaclmuHdisnb 

"As a proof of this wa need only nllode to tbe chorcb 
fUn recently beld in ilijs city, and tlie dlnbalical conduct 
of the nrelMreaced youoff puppin who interrupted their 
proceedinp. Theftir atone ofUiectninibeBWm borieied 
fay B orowd of bwrdlM* rowdiM, lbs Jinnuiile ncniita of 
Lueilbr, wbo inmlted tbe ladiei and bullied tbe men— ons 
of them foing w> Ar u to fling bia arm round tbe wslat of 
K voting Tedy wbOM fhtber is a naUvs of tblB city, and one 
of tbe isott rMpectaUe end rtupeeied eliiseaa in ttn oam> 
muoity- The ideotitr of tbe ■prucely.dreaMd gentleman 
waa ascertained, and he wu found to he a waiter in one<^ 
oar (nnmlnentbotel*— an inominioua yoang villain, witta 
ntaom BO gentlunaii could dirty bia hands. A ftir was ela» 
beld verv reeeoUy tor a otuvota in IjBfi^etK, and tbe Isdiea 
who looK part In it were tentfled by tbe aame or a ainulBC 
nngtWhoMeflbrtaat diaturbBDceand riot were n eaecees- 
Tlai ibat tbe undertaking waa cwnparntlvely a fsUnre. la 
oeiibcr csu were ttte V Bg aboads broiqbt to Jnaiice. Tbe 
egg-noes of Ur. Wateman Is eiceUeDt. [The Harer of 
New OrieanB, Hr. WstemiBB, is s tavero-koepcc.] Bat 
wliy doea be pemdt such scenes to accnr? I> Ibe muinro 
BO itroof SB te prodnee a state of eonui in tbe Mayor ? Or 
bos Ike pmftMoa of annaa Catliobciiy become a crfmef 
Or, is Ane, are our tut yoang mu— our promiaing bowio- 
iautb boyB--our aimed aiul oigsnizedbnis, tbe rcuButbOf- 
ities of the eliy?" 

This, sir, is the language of an honest and in- 
dependent journalist in thecityof NewOrleona— 
a city which, under the rule of a Know-Nothing 
Mayor, backed by his bowie-knift brigade of 
"armed and organized" — ^«tUi«iun/asthe Delta 
styles them, almost vies with the city represented 
by the gentleman from Maryland in deeds of law- 
lessness tuid murder. 

Sir, the question, " Hss theprofessionof Romaa 
Catholicity become a crime?*' is pregnant with 
fearful meaning — significant of evil boding, as its 
answer may be given, to tbe prosperity of our 
Republic, and even to the perpetuity of our free- 
ana liberal form of government. *' Religion de- 
scended free from Heaven, let her remain free on 
earth." This was the ejaculation of a^ood phi* 
lanUiropic and patriotic Christian. It is a senti- 
ment wnich breathes the very spirit of true Chris- 
tianity , because it inculcates the doctrine of perfect 
and entire freedom, which ehonld be accorded to 
all men ia their ioteroonrse with God, and in the 
manner and form of their religious mief. As 
firee-will is the very essence, the foundation-stone 
of all Christianity, so freedom in matters of reli- 
gion, freedom of conscience, freedom to worship 

fod according to the ilictates of the judgment, 
aitd the promptings of the heart, is the essence, 
the founaatioo-Blone of civil liberty. Deprive a 
man of this inestimable booif, or subject nim to 
pains and forfeitures because he dares to exerciBe 
It, and, under any form of civil government, you 
violate his natunu rights, and establish a despot- 
ism over his conscience. But to do this, or even 
to aampt to do thiib iip4m » fotm of fonm- 
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ment such ai oara, would be, in addition to theH 
outngca uDon his oatanl rights, to rob him of 
Aose privileges which are ■oletnnly guarantied 
to him by the very charter of our liMrties, the 
Constitulion under which we live, and would in- 
volve in the act a degree of treason against the 
sacred cause of freedom no less culpable or dan- 
gerous than that which has consiffned the name 
of Benedict Arnold to everlasting infamy. 

It is a mochery to be eternally prating about the 
free institutions under which we Ave — the glorious 
inheritance of liberty which we enjoy — and the 
republican form of govenunent which we boast 
— and almost in Um same %realh st^matize ftnd 
vilify and exclude, so flu- as in os lies* ftom the 
common privileges of freemen, four millions of 
our fellow-citizens, because they dare to worship 
Jieir Maker aecording to the dictates of their con- 
sciences, and render " unto Ood the things that 
are Gtod's." Such professions ore the grossest 
fibels upon the name of liberty, blaspuemous 
against Heaven, and almost profanations on the 
bps of those whose religion is intolerance, whose 
Bible is the bowie-kntft or the slung-shot, and 
wbeia deeds of mercy are the sacking of con- 
vents, and the midiiiut arsons t>f tsmidea coo- 
•eerated to the living Ood. 

Where, then, stands the aasertion that the 
Amerienn party is opposed to refigioos intoler- 
ance 7 Need we turn from their deeds to their 
(ilatform ? What does it say? ** Resistance to the 
anressive policy and corrupting tendencifs of 
Ine Roman Catholic Church in our country, by 
the advancement to all politiral stations, execu- 
tive, legislative, judicial, or diplomatic, of those 
only who do not hold civil all^iance, directly or 
indirectly, to any foreign Power, whether eccle- 
aiaatieal or civil, and who are Amerieans by 
birth, education, and training,** thus fulfilling the 
maxim, " Americans only snail nileAmenca." 
Such was their avowed doctrine; and it will not 
do to tell the Catholic that those of his creed are, 
indeed, individually children of Ood, and good 
•itizens, but in the mass they are all children of 
the devil, and dangerous citizens; and that, there- 
fore, for the good of the country, they must be 
deprived of meir rights. This may sound very 
pretty in the ears of others, particularly when so 
poetiodly and gimcef\ilty expressed; but I must 
qsainiain that it is very absurd. 

What, may I ask, are the a^ressive policy and 
eorrapting tendencies of the Catholic Church? 
Are they any faults in individual Catholics, or 
are they faults of an imaginary being called the 
Catholic Church, which is supposed to be prowl* 
ms about the country^ If the Catholic Church 
is composed of the individual Catholics, then the 
ehaiga is, that they attack the government of the 
ccraniry, and that they are cumipting it. Where 
are the proofs of this ehaire? Catholics have 
long demanded them, but they have never been 
presented. The only answer— the only proof 
will be stories of other countries and other days, 
vouched for by some anonymous scribbler, under 
the name, jperhaps, of "Kirwan,** to hMe the 
obscurity of his own, with whieh,even were they 
true, we have no more connection than the Pun- 
tans of New England of our day have with Crom- 
well's massacre of the garrison of Drogheda. 
But, without proof, without the slightest attempt 
to adduce any, it is assumfed that Catholics are 
hostile to the Government, and plotting to destroy 
it. The choree, if it means anything, means this: 
This ossameOt the Catholics are to be disfran- 
chised; and were the fhct so, their disflranchisc- 
ment wouM be most just. But, in alt the attempts 
that have ever been made in this country to place 
the despotism of force above the eonstiiuted Re- 

Enblican Government, I defy the members of the 
lie so-called American party to show that Cath- 
olics were the movers or even shared in the at- 
tempt. Everjrwhcre have they rallied around the 
cause of the constituted authorities. It was not 
Uie Catholics whose armed troops were ranged in 
Uie streets of Philadelphia to battle with the mili- 
tia of the State of Pennsylvania; norwas itCath- 
olica who erected in San Francisco a tyrannical 
form of government that set at defiance the au- 
thorities of the State and the Union, and mocked 
at all the principles that underlie our Republican 
Qnvernmenta. 
Hie huser part of Uw leetioa which I hava 



cited is equally aimed at the Catholics. In spite 
of proof-^n spite of reason, they innstedin their 
or^ns that Catholics owed civil ollegiuioe to the 
Pope, who, while the head of the Catholic Church, 
is also a temporal prince. Assuming this, too, 
they would have men believe that the CaUiolic 
cannot be fkithfol to the country, as though the 
citizens of every Catholic State in the world were 
rebels and traitors. In spite, then, of these ob- 
scure phrases, we see that the party did si!sk to 
disfranchise the Catholic citizen — to condemn him 
untried and unheard. They feared the temporal 
power of the Pope, who at one time exercised, 
by common consent at least, the power of depo- 
sing the sovereign who proved fhithless tohis 
coronation oath, and violated the contract which 
he had entered into with his people. The power 
resides somewhere; and since it has ceased to be 
exenused by the Pope, is exercised by the people 
under the form of a revolution, not more surely, 
and certainly with a greater destniction of lifb— 
a greater uprooting of all the foundations of so- 
cial and political oraer. The Popes have not, for 
centuries, claimed the power; they have not ex- 
ercised it. Catholics no longer recognise it, and 
ngardiog him only as the head oi the church— 
the ultimate judge of questioos of fidth, morals, 
or discipline that may arise, accept his decisions 
as the various other denominations among us 
accept the decisions of their conventions, classes, 
and synods. Several of these latter have assumed 
to decide upon aiid determine public questions; 
but we may point with pride to the Catholic 
Church as tne only one that suits every spot of 
the country — the only one that has taken no part 
in political strife — the only one whose ministers, 
at the last election, abstained entirely (torn politi- 
cal appeals. 

This is the ehoreh, Mr. Chairman, which the 
gentleman ft-om Missouri tells ns with so mneh 
self-complacency he proposes to " protect." We 
respectfully decline the proffered protection; the 
Catholic Church needs no such champions. She 
can protect herself, for she has a supporter who 
is stronger than man — her Divine founaer. Prom 
Him she has a guarantee of duration and an as- 
surance of protection; for when He launched her 
forth on the stormy-waters of a troublous and 
wicked worid He promised that He would be with 
her to the end of time, and the ga.te«ofheIl should 
not prevail against her. For eighteen hundred 
years this promise has been flimlled, and often 
during that period in so wonderfbl a manner, con- 
sidering the power and the weapons which the 
world has employed against her, tnat the promise 
of its Divine founder alone raises it above a mir- 
acle and thus stamps its heavenly mission. We 
decline the protection proffered, because we deny 
the gentleman's capacity and power, however 
generous may be his intentions, to grant it. We 
refuse it in tne name of the CathoTte Churdi, in 
a spirit of Christian charity, for the reojlons to 
which I have briefly adverted —we spurn it in the 
name of four millions of Catholics in the United 
States, in a spirit of honest and manly pride, be- 
cause we are able to take care of ourselves, under 
the Constitution and laws of our country. 

But, sir, it will not do, on shadowy grounds, or 
analogies, or interpretations of words, to deny 
well-known truths. The Catholics of the United 
States have ever shown themselves faithful to 
this their country, ready to take their share of 
the public burden in peace or war — lovers of the 
Union — neither Abolitionists nor fiuatics; but 
impressed with a sense of responsibility to a 
higher power which has commanded them ** to 
give unto Cssar the things which are Caesar's," 
and who wiU doinand as rigoroue an account of 
our exercise of political power as of any other 
placed in -our hands. Till some proof is adduced 
that Catholics are unfaithful — and while they re- 
main good Catholics th^ never can be so— such 
articles as that in the Know Nothing platform 
are proscripiive, intolerant, and it is mere eva- 
sion and sophistry to pretend they are not. 

Prejudices exist and will long exist a|^inst 
Catholics; and in consequence of these, individual 
cases of great injustice have occurred and will 
occur, where the rights of the CaUiolie citizen are 
disregarded. Catholic soldiers have been pun- 
isheofor refusing to attend non -Catholic worship. 
Catholiosiii pamc institutions have been deprive4 



of the visits of their cleigy , deprived of the books 
containing their religious tMdungs.and have been 
forced to Deeome attendant* at a worship not their 
own. Nay, sir, so extensively does this feeling 
of prejndice pervade the public mind — so india- 

Siosable an ingredient is it in every bid for [mpalar 
vor, that the public documents which are laid 
before Uiis House, and by order of this Houaa 
spread before the country, at a cost to llw pub- 
he treasure which, when examined in the abro- 
gate, appears almost fabulous — these docoments, 
otherwise useftil and valuable, are perverted into 
national vehicles for the propagation of gross libela 
on the Catholic Church. 

But a few days rinee my eye casually fell upon 
one of these public folios in an adjoining room, 
and BO incongruously were science and theoloey — 
stars and crosses — transits and beads, mixed up 
tt^ther that I had almost exclaimed aloud, *' an 
undevout astronomer is mad;" yet, in spite of 
all Uiis, Catholics are &ithfal to tne Government, 
which, profeesiiw liberty and an equality of rights 
in ail, in UxX often disregards the nAtm of the 
Catholic in a way which oven Bnglana now dan 
not attempt. 

Hissa an, however, isolated eases, and alwayi 
a deceit en oar Oovemment, or a departure froa 
its true principles. Catholics feel this, and 1^1 
convinced that, in a few years, these spots will 
be effaced from our escutcheon. They are aoc 
even noisy eomplainers; they bear their wrongs 
in silence, and hope, (let as trust not in vaio) 
that the (ood senae of their fellow-citizens wiQ 
•000 trample down with scorn the serpent race 
that attempts to perpetuate the wrong under the 
mask of our Republican Government. The very 
speech of the gentleman Prom Missouri riiowa that 
ths time is past when itwotild do to ooe tho stale 
calumnies against the foreign-bom dttzeB and tha 
Catholic. Let us go one step fortfaOr, and so 
hedge in the majesty of the law that no vroi^ 
shut be unredressed. 

Nora. — In a speech delivered during the last 
session, I stated on the authority of a newspaper^ 
that Catholic pupils of the naval school, at An- 
napolis, were put in irons for refusing to aueod 
Protestant worship. I have sines been informed 
by the estimable gentleman now in command of 
that institution, that the newspaper was in error; 
and from information derived from peimons resi- 
diuu that locality, I am quite satisfied thattlM 
pi^Pessoro of this gentleman were imbued with 
the laaie q>trit of libenlitjr which I take pleas- 
ure in ooneading to bim. Justice raqiiiraa tkat I 
should Uini make the asuiid* ifcewsnmls. 



EBVITAL or THE AFRICAH HLAVE TUW- 
PBEBIDENT>B MESSAGE. 

SPEECH OF HON. £. ETHGBIDGE, 
or TXinrESBEB, 

Iir THE Houtz op RarBJUurrATrrast 
iUr««ry31,1857. 
The Haass brfai ia tte OosuallM of flis Wtels oa 
the Maw sT lbs VUoa— 

Mr. ETHERIDOE said: 

Mr. CtiAiaM&ir: GSoce I have been a member 
of this body, 1 have never tronbled it with any 
remarks, unless upon some pending question 
requiring my action and my TotQi I r^ret very 
much that any seeming neoessity should now 
esistformypursuingadiffereDteonras. Nothing 
can be more unpleasant than to speak in defense 
of one's motives or public conduct. Of the former 
God only is the true judge, while the public must 
and will decide upon our acts, whether properiy 
or impioperiy assailed. In my judgment, jt 
ahouM be a strong case to justify reversing the 
maxim of Junius, and becoming a commentator 
upon our own works. Had I Men judged alone 
by what I have said or done as a Representative 
—all of which is matter of record — I should not 
have thoughtfitto compUunof ithera; bat I must 
protest oninst the course of those who, while 
claiming honest views and opinions for them- 
selves, discover— I know not how, unless by 
some sort of intuition — that I am impelled alone 
by the wickedness of the partisan, or aeck bo 
advance myoelf in political prefsnnent. 



Digitized by 



1867.) 



APPEIVDIX TQ TU£ COJNOR£9S£C>5AL OLOl^ 



34Ta CoNa....3D Sess. Heviv€U of the African Slave Trade — PreaidenVi Mestage — Mr. Stkeridge^ Ho, of Reps. 



On the 15th of December lut, I submitted to 
the House a resolution in the foDowiog words: 

" lUMlMi, That tfala Hook of BapreMiiUtlT« reganl 
Bll auggeitioni and propoalUoiit of every kind, by wbom- 
■oever ititdWi for t revtnl of the AfHeu dave tnde, u 
■bocUBg to tlie sionl MntiiDent of the nligltteaed portion 
of iDUiUiid ; ud tbu an)' actioa on tba pitn of Congrew 
conniving at or lefalizittf that horrid and inhuman trafflc, 
woald Juatlr auttJeet ttae Govemment and ciUzeaa of the 
United Sutes lo the reproAch and ezeoratiosaf all drlliaei 
«nd CbiiiUan people nrantfteu ttae warii.>* 

I will hereafter pre some of the many reasons 
which induced me to offer it. For the present, I 
■hall only say that I was goremed by a high 
■enae of public iutfj and sabaeqaent derelop- 
inenta confirm my opinion that it wac neither ill- 
timed nor ont of place. The only regret I feel 
•bout the matteris, that the vote upon its paaaage 
■wtM not unanimous ; that some few from my own 
aectioQ of the country should have found cause 
to vote against it. I am sure, however, that a 
large m^oiity of the people of the slsve States, 
who are not official expectants, will heartily in- 
dorse every word of the resolution. As action 
was what I destKd, I did not debate the reaolu- 
tioo, or permit others to do so, knowing that 
an who desired to speak u|}on the subject would 
have an opportanity of being heard. Notwttb- 
•tanding no person, exceptone of my colleges, 
{Mr. MvvRi,] knew of my purpose until the 
morning the resolution was subniitted, the affair 
haa been made the pretext for violent and un- 
founded assanlttnpon my political integrity. By 
Tarioua editors, letter-writers, and politiciane, 1 
have been called anidlyoftbe Republican party — 
a Free-Soiler,and nntme to the institutions among 
which 1 live, with such other epitheU as political 
inaiignity could invent. All this I expected. 
Common defamera may be found everywhere. 
The Fespeetable eemmanity I represent is not 
wholly free from them. 1 rememoer now, that 
during the last year a poor, miserable ilave— the 
ostensible editor of a filthy sheet in my State — 
gave vent to his toothless malice by calling me a 
"Black Republican Representative" from that 
State. Bat you, Mr. Cnairman, and the House 
will know how to account for it, when told that 
he had often been a candidate fbr small offices in 
tiie county which tolerates his presence; as often 
disgraeefally beaten by the people; and had, at 
lait, reoeived that standing reward which attends 
•o many whom the people refuse to honar — on 
firoM tMiMmiviMtration. When thatu^- 
ema was hurled at me, he was a village po^jPs- 
ter of respectable standing, and the editor of a 

Kper with over a hundred paying aubacribeni. 
aughter.] I may further add\ (what is true of 
many such within my knowle^e,) that he'' is a 
briefiess lawyer without a client, and a professor 
of reli^on without any of the restrainte which 
Chriatianity imposes. [Great laughter.] Aa I 
•aid before, from all such I expect injuauce, and 
from them I aak no quarter. Had the resolution 
itself been the only subject of attack, 1 should not 
have alluded to the matter here. I recognize the 
right of all to review and critidse my represent- 
ative conduct; bnt motives have been impnted to 
me which my duty constrains me thus publicly 
to repel. They have gone further, and arraigned 
me before my constituent* in an attitude wnich 
no man who Icnows them or myaelf believes that 
I would maintain for a moment, or they would 
endure for an hour. 

One gr^t complaint which haa been made and 
repeated ia, that the reaolution **ftll aa a bomb- 
shell into the Democratie tanki.*' I have no 
doubt it did; and intent as waa that party, in 
looking to the fourth of next month, when the 
offices and spoils are to be redistributed, it was, 
I confess, somewhat cruel to force a consideration 
of other things, which might disturb well-ma- 
tured arrangements. But, air, it was members 
of that party — supporters of Buchanan and Breck- 
inridge — who produced a necessity for the res- 
olution; and as they only are obnoxious to its 
censure, I think the abuse which the supporters 
or mover of the proposition have received, might 
with moi« proprietr have been expended upon 
them. I thought the resolution was right and 
necessary, and that its unanimous adoption would 
do good. leonAss Iwas surprised at the extent 
of the coBiuniadon it produced, but I havs oo 



regrets on that account. We should impute it 
less to the resolution itaelfithan to the discordant 
elcmenta which for the present compose that 
parly — elements which will develop themselves 
after the 4th of March by an insurrection in the 
grand army of the faithful. And why should it 
not be so ? Sir, have we not now in that party 
every political hue and description? We may 
begin with those who avow thema(^lveB duunion- 
ul5, and go, up or down, to the Van Buren Buf- 
falo-platform, Pree-Soiler, or those who, like Mr. 
Buchanan , can " thank God" that they wire born 
in a free State. Start again with those who as- 
sert that a Adr distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands among the States— a» the States— 
for the purposes of internal Improvement and 
education, is uneonatUutioiml, and by their side 
you will find those who would vote away the 
fast acre of the land iUeff, for almost any purpose 
demanded by their interests. You may then 
commence with the advocate of direct taxation, 
and he is found acting in perfect harmony with 
those who, like Mr. Buchanan, have advocated 
and voted for every hi?h or protective tariff of 
the last thirty years, xou may then trOt out the 
most diminutive abstractionist — he who would 
see western commerce languish and die, before 
voting a dollar for river or harbor improvements; 
and he will *' salute as brother" those who aid in 
passing bills for this purpose over the veto of your 
President. Summon next your northern advocate 
of the Kansas- Nebraska bill— those who like 
Pierce and Shields believe it to be a great measure 
for building up free States; and I will point you to 
its southern defendera, who look to it as the best 
and surestguarantee of slavery extension. And if 

Sou will cul up your northern ally, who — like 
leneral Cass — regards slavery as a great moral, 
social, and political evil, in dose proximity you 
will find his southern neighbor who believes it to 
be " the comer-stone of republicanism," and that 
without it the free States will finally relapse into 
barlwrism. Thus we have the Free-Soiler and fire- 
eater — the ancient Federalist and Republican; the 
soldier of 1813, and those who denounced the war; 
the free-trader and protectionist; the Democrat 
of 1644, and fshal) I say it >) the <* old line Whig" 
of that eventful time — those who hurled back the 
charge of " bargain and intrigue." Ati sir — in 
sorrow do I say it-«une of the aid Cot guard 
help to swell the victorious miDortty of 1K6. Sir. 
they will notabandon their new allies. In leaving 
the ranks of orthodoxy, I wiah they had halted 
on neutral ground — if nowhere else, at Arminian- 
ism — but the v^ocity was too great. Bnt one 
step was taken — it led , I fear, to politieal infidelity . 
There is one division yet wanting to complete this 
modern Democratic oreanizaUon; and thatis " the 
saintsand faithful brethen"in Utah. But I think 
1 see a door still open for them. May they not — 
while some of our Democratic patriarchs from 
the South are invoking Abraham—may they not 
with our conjugal fhend over the way, [Mr. 
BeRNBitxL J also say, " tee have Abraham to our 
fathers ?" [Laughter.] All these we have bedded 
together in the same pile of Democratic straw, 
and it should not be regarded asreroark^le,that 
a " bomb-shell" produced alarm and consterna- 
tion. But there is some consolation still left them . 
Human wisdom can never invent a miauve which 
would strike alt of so promiscuous a crowd. 
Amid the dead, wounded and dying,a few whose 
rear was less exposed, will no aojibt escape. 
Were 1 a political suffeoo, I would prefhr lo dress 
the wounds of those who, like my flriend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Johk*,] known to be in the 
confidence of the President elect, danced a reluc- 
tant attendance and voted for the resolution. 

But, sir, the question with me, waa not bow it 
would aff'ect the fortunes of political traden. I 
would be pleased, I admit^ to force many of them 
into bonkruptcT. To retire several of the prin- 
cipal *' firms," who have long profited by sec- 
tional quarrels, would, I think, do good, and pro- 
duce a rise in political stocks where quotations 
are now lowcat; but I did not mneh sxpset such 
a result. 

Other motives, as namerous aa ther ars contra- 
dictory, OS conflicting as unfoundea, have been 
discovered. While one aUegcs that I desired to 
improve my prospeeta fiw rsHeetioni another dis- 



covers that I am " the sabtile and dirty tool of the 
Abolitionists." A third declares that I dare not 
confront an enraged constituency, who are thirst- 
ing for my blotm; while a fourth thinks it was 
" an expeaient worthy of a d^ing gladiator." In 
nothing are they agreed but in their aliuse. 

My collei^e, ^Mr. Wrioht, of Tennessee,] 
who I perceive is in his seat, has also given his 
opinion of the motives which governed me; and 
somewhat unfortunately, I think, for himself, ha 
has assigned his reasons for voting against the 
resolution. I certainly have the advantage of 
him in this; for, while he is lefl to conjecture my 
purposes, hs has^no doubt, sincerely avowed his 
own. He said in a speech msde by him a few 
days ago: 

" I voted npdnit it [the rasolntton} Imcmw, sir, as t tbea 
■taiad, I thouiilit li wa* offered for the nurpoie or dividiof, 
and distracting, if poMittle, the Democratic part]'.** 

Now, sir, this may be the reason of a stales- 
man ; but 1 had supposed that a proposUion shoidd 
be considered with refhreoee to us merits^ and thai 
he should vote for it if right, and against it if 
wrong, looking to its effects upon the country, 
rather than upon the fortunes of any party. Sir, 
has it come to this, that a Representative must 
shape his conduct so as not to divida or diibract 
the Democratic party ? Of what is it composed, 
or upon what sort of foundation does it restj that 
it can be divided or distracted by the assertion of 
a correct principls in ihs form of a eongresBional 
resolve? 

To disturb or distract the Damoeratic party is* 
I suppose, to be regarded hereafter as a high mis- 
demeanor. I am umost constrained to ask par- 
don. 1 did not at Ike moment, perhaps, consider 
its late severe and protracted labors. It will not, 
I hope, have to be cared for with the same ten- 
derness which is sometimes monifeaied for roy- 
alty. Why, sir, every eight or ten months — it 
will be oftener, I suppose, when the submarine 
telegraph is completed — we hear that Her Royal 
Highness, Victoria, is in an " interesting condi- 
tion," [lau^ter;] that she is indisposed,and must 
not be disturiMd. I am not aware that the com- 
plaints of roysliy are oontagious. ShooM it 
so. however, I hope my colleague and ths Dem- 
ocratic party have escaped the most common form 
of affliction. [Great laughter.] 

But to show still further that rav colleague was 
most solicitous for the welfare or " the party," 
he sayst 

" I voted vsnr dieetftaUjr ftr mo rMotaHoe of flie geatfe- 
man ftosi Beam CaroUna, (Mr. Oas,] whMi dsdarcd It !• 
be ■ aawM, laeqwdlMit, and siafBM ttas seiUsd paKer of 
tke Oomaneat, m reopen tbst tnde." 

Of course he did. That reacdution wo, I ap- 
prehend, considered necessary for those who felt 
themselves disabled by the resolution submitted 
by myself; and my colleague, no doubt, speaks 
truly, when he says hs voted for it " very cheer- 
f\i11y. " Bnt it is eurpiisinf to ne how my col- 
league could have Arand one resolution a very 
baa and diatiacting thing, and the other so fit, 
proper, and appropriate as to secure his cordial 
support ! The resolution submitted by myself 
declared all propositions for a revival oflhe Afri- 
can alave trade as *' shodcing to the moral senti- 
ment of the enlightened portion of mankind,** 
while that ofiWred by the gentieman firom South 
Carolina [Mr. Oaa] asserted the revival or re- 
opening of the trade as " unwise, inexpedient, 
and wainst the settled policy of the Govern- 
ment. " Mark the language—** wsiiut tke teUUA 
policy tf tkt Omnuneia. " And what is thai set- 
tled poucy i Why, ur, to denounce and stignw 
tize the trade as piractr, and to hang every one 
who ennges in it aa nigh as Haman. If, sir, 
this be ue settled policy of the Qovemment, are 
not all propositions lor reopening that trade 
** shocking to the moral sentiment of the enlighu 
ened portion of mankind?" Sir, I wiU cheerrally 
abide the answer of the people of my own State, 
and especially of those who sent me here, be the 
answer of my colleague what it may. * 

Sir, I never denened to make a secret of the 
motives by which I waa controlled. My inten- 
tions were so appareat that concealment would 
have been impoasible. How strange that so 
many wrong intentions should have been discov- 
ered whan the rij^t oqe was ao apputnti thati 
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Ktnang 80 many gtieifertt not one should have 
blundered on the great fact — a fact eo obvioua to 
all — that in the Democratic party vere to be found 
tboae who openlr advocated a revival of the 
African slave trade, or denounced the lava and 
treatiet by vhich it it prohibited. Every da^ 
they were crowing boldert and inereaaitie thetr 
munberB. They eoald have been found ntre — 
here, we are told, on thla floor. The late Presi- 
dential election, which so many fondly hoped 
would breakup the Government, was over. Kan- 
sas, which,unaer Mr. Buchanan 'sad ministration, 
we are assured by bis poIiUeat finends will soon 
be a free State, could not much lonMr (brnisb 
northern or southero disuDionnts with political 
capital. A pronosition to reopen the African 
slave trade would be the beet thing — the very best, 
because it is impossible — to stir up anew toe ex- 
cited millions of the North. It would furnish 
liuntapntexttostiginaticetheiriouthen Reth- 
ren as a race of cannibals. IVorceater .would 
again be lllled with an assemblage of diaunionists 
seeking th* overtfarow of the Union, to dettraj/ 
slavery in the Statea, while Nashville night be 
the rendeKvouB of a counter convocation, urging 
die same meana to mrtter¥t tnd permtmit it. 

Sir, I have said that this propoaltioa to reopen 
tka alave trad* had its sopportsrs and apologists 
in the South. Not only so, they are in many 
inatanecs men of great aralities and of high poai- 
tion. I admit the whole aidiame to be impoasiUa 
without a previous separaUon of the Stipes, and 
that it ia impossible im the Union gives signifi- 
cance to the fact that the scheme has its friends, 
adTooat«a,and apoloeists. Sir, i have before me 
now a copy of the New Orleans Ddta, published 
late in December last. It is a paper oonducted 
with great power and ability. It ia radically 
Demoeniciet supported Buehasn and Breckin- 
ridge, and it the organ of a powenrfU division of 
the Dvmoeratie party 9ouUi. It sayst 

" The CrMtent tfainkt the cMp ie gncema admlnlnered 
to Ui« slave trade qneatiota bf tM IMS vota in Hm Hoiue. 
It ii ■ minake j ibe question Wiil pow in liBpona|ice froa 
iltii line forth. Quiunan, Fercy Walker, Beunett, WHgil, 
Bhorter 'iraofcj, Ketir, and Buksdale, are men whose 
nmmes tJfll be honored hereafter (br tHe uatBnehlnj man- 
ner In wliicb titer luiod np for priactple, for lfWtl,aDil con- 
slaieDcy, as well m the vital inlerssta ot the Seuth, In iIm 
Inte vote In the House by which polilicians eonght to atran- 
gle an infant Hercules wboae numtiood Ibey dreaded." 

Yes, sir, such waa my purpose. If this thing 
is to be continuously urged, if it ia to be regarded 
Man open question, it may assume gigantic pro- 
portions. I would aurangfe it ia ita laADcy. I 
nope never to behold aueh a monatroatty aa its 
full development wmM present. The same paper, 
in an artidie wpan *' tfaa slsve trade*" Myst 

''Let It BO IniBi he H ai silU as plnMia nSlaiahi 
Blavtrrby Ills laiae nsaiMwtatoh OfWaataati. Lstthat 
op^biioiu bnnd be taken from the snwofdie Sonih. 
Xrft the seiitbneatal liumbngieiT of Albert Pike and aacb 
Itke be aeooted into rlAcete, ana let ladonsltan an4 une 
pWlamkropy be recpeotod." 

A eorresp<Hident of that paper, wrhbg ftvm 
Uiis city the ]8th of December last, says: 

" Tbe qaeMiDO of reopentni tAe tnule will be paatpcmed 
atttll tbe next Cangnia, when a ftarmal prrnxMltion will be 
litfnNhwtd ooaeoialac ft, Md Oa qMsttoa Mljr rtted." 

The proeeedinga of Uie late SoQthem Conven- 
tion, wnieh assembled at Savannah, were full of 
meaning in this icspect. For years it had been 
rovit^ abottt the country to find some plan for 
baildit^ ships without mrnisy, and to monopolize 
theearrying-tradewHhatitehips. Aspiringyoung 
nen foand^ within it opportanities tor dtaplay, 
and broken-down poUticians a chance for reaar- 
rection. A seven years' efFort to instruct us in 
the means of growing rich without labor, and 
building up cities behind mud-banks and sand- 
bars, had proved unavailing. Something else 
must be done. The suflbring South, with all its 
meana invested in agricultitre, must do something 
to set off its commercial inequality. The '* nig- 
ger pill," which ia prescribed for almost every 
conceivable complaint, must be administered in 
lai^r ddses. Henc« the proposition to reopen 
the African alave trade — a measure which was 
fevorad by about one third of the convention. 
Why, sir, this project had so grown in favor, 
and waa-exciting so much sympathy in high 
quartets, that we find the present Ifemocratic 
uevHMr oraasigk imdrtttAMubjm of nmsrk 



in his late message to the Leg^Iature of that 
State. He declared the proposition as " adverse 
to the sentiroonts of the civilized world, to our 
treaty stipulations for its suppression, and the 
conventional laws of nations, by which it ia de- 
clared to be piracy." Yet, while I* for what I 
have done, have been held up as untrue to the 
South, rood. Democratic Governor Johnson is 
merely chidedas an "erring brother,"and pressed 
by his political friends for a Cabinet appointment, 
I think, however, he will have to stand aside to 
make room for aiwther ^ntleman from that Statet 
who thinks that to revive that traffia would not 
be "shocking to the moral sentiments of the, 
enlightened portion of mankind." So plftin and^ 
obvious has this movement been, that Mr. Nich- 
olfton, the editor of the Union, published in this 
city, has had to lend bis columns to its denun- 
ciation. But recently he stigmatized it as an 
*' odieiu trmffW* and was permitted to go without 
a public reprimand for bis temerity. It ia true, 
he is soon to withdraw from ^e editorial chair 
of the court journal, and one Mr. Appleton is to 
be the organ-grinder of the party. The cause of 
this change lleave othera to determine. 

I have now before me a pamphlet, recently 
published in Geoigia, stvled "A new Southern 
Policy, or the Slave Traae as meaning tJnion and 
Conservatism. " I can commettd it to young Dem- 
ocratic poUticians as a very able and condensed 
view of the subject which they will find of some 
vahiei ahonid the stem denumas of party require 
them to aubsaribe to this " new southern policy. " 
In speaking of the SaTannali Convention, he 
says: 

" There wera fetrodnced tato tbe eonveotien two totdlnf 
mesaures, vi^s tbe layins of a Stale tariff oa norihem 
foods, and ibe reopening of the alave-tnde ; the one to ad- 
vaooe our eoaunaretal tatHMt, the oIIiot oar apisBlnial 
inierett, and wM^, when laltcn tocetker, aa they were 
doobtleas intended to be. and aitboufh itacy have each been 
attacked by pntta of doubtAil service to the South, are 
ebaraetetiMd in the private jadithtent of poliitciana as om 
of the eooqdetoM swiUnra rsmadlee «n« nhmf ttsdw pop- 
ulat aotiea." 

Now, sir,balw«en tbia antborand myself, ther* 
is, in the laaguwa of a. good BaptiU brother on a 
MeittOf*bleooeamon,**asiighlvarialian." [Oeest 
laoghtsr.] In ray judnent, the two proposi- 
tions, wbefi taken tcweucri constitute a plan th» 
enforcement of which would involve at onee the 
commercial and wrinritnral ruin of the South. 
The writer then aadfeBaea himself to those who 
ara a little aqueaiaiah upon the subject, who, like 
aom? of our newapafwr correapondeau, havo 
troublesoms " moral oonvielioiM.^' Hs says: 

*< Tft* prt^tHUMIi le rsvlve, or aiore properly to reopen, 
the liava tiMo, is as yei bsl liapvrftotly taidemood, to iu 
intentions aad probable jenilts, by the paopie of Hie Souli), 
and but little appreciated by them. Tt kae been racelved In 
aH jMrtMot the country with an nndeflned sort of repui- 
mnce, s sort of aqneaMahnesv, which ia Ineldont to all 
aucb violaUoM of mofal prajndiees, and iovniaUy woan 
oir on ftntiliarity with the aul^ea. Tbe Booth will oonn- 
mence by eadurioc and end by eaa bracing tbe prajeet. ' ' 

This forcib^ nminda me of some lines ve all 
have readt 

<• Vice lasntoaMBr of ■» fHgMAil Brian, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be seen ; 
Tet seen too oft, Anillar With ber fhce. 
We SMt endare, then pity, then enbraM.** 

But as the author applied them to individuals, 
I shall demur to a prosaic application to whole 
eommnnitieat " The South urlu <o«imM«e Hy en- 
dtniiy.Mdentf htemAnKtngtAe jmijeef /" Inope 
not It ia true T bavi wltnesMd some striking 
evidences of Democratic party endurance, but? 
trust when public attention ia called to this pro- 
ject, the people will forbid the bans — repudiate 
an embrace which must end in dishonor and 
death. 

Sir, I cannot take time to refor to the many 
prooft I might offbr to sustain what I have as- 
serted. The evidence exists, and may be read 
of all men. Not the least aignificant thiog .is the 
&ct that, where one Democratic editor or poli- 
tician at the South haa'denovneed those who nave 
advocated reopening tbe African slave trade, 
scores may be found who wera horrified at a 
proposition designed to bnmd the scheme as it 
deserved. I shall ever regret that the torrent of 

Kious indignation 1 have encountered wba not 
urled at oioae who, in my judgment, produced 
a nacatiity- forth* nbtilii which the mokition 



waa intended to convey. As to Ihe lang:nage 
of the resolution, 1 can only say that I have no 
apologies to make. Could I, without violence to 
parliamentary courtesy, have found more severe 
language, I should hne used it. Our laws and 
treaties now denounce it as fbraey. Am I shall 
ever sustain those laws and treaties, I shall effect 
no mock sympathy for those persons wko voold 
transform ezistwgpiraoy into uindairieeoaimCTee, 
If the trade wera legalized to-morrow, I woold 
fint have to eonaider myself an ontUw from tha 
BOciety of good men everywhere, before I would, 
for any reaaon, ei^jsge in it, and I think it would 
be no cause for natu>nal aorrow if every ship thus 
manned and thua destined were to go down to 
the bottom of the sea. 

Sir, this cry of " UQSOundness"upon the goes- 
tion of slavery ia somewhat fiuoaitiar. It la aa 
old acquaintanoe.^ Having confronted it befont 
haviiw exunined its origin and looked aomewhat 
Into the history of thoae {torn whom it comes, I 
apprehend no danger from it now. t hav« aa 
abiding faith that it will do me no harm. I say 
I have faith — that strong faith which ia inspired 
by a consciouaness of being right. It ia the pe- 
culiar weapon of those who have always been 
my enemies. It is displayed tmly in the citadel 
of my fbea. Approval from auoh quarters would 
make me justly diatrustful of myself. I admit, 
air, there are tjiose at home who frtfta to think 
me a Free-Soiler sad Abolitioniat. Wen it to 
suit their purposes as well, they would just as 
soon affect to regard me aa Mormon or Mobam- 
medon. They are the forloni hope of the dia- 
unionists in my district, numbering— adl told — 
not more than two thousand. They hats me, for 
they tell me ao; but not more sincerely than do 
I loathe and despise their plans and purposes. 
They have heard me denounce certain opinions 
and purposes which they avowed during the last 

rear. The people of all parties — excepting thoao 
have named — naponded to my appeals in be- 
half of tbe Union, and my aoimadveraiens upon 
those who declared themselves ready to destroy' 
it, in the event the presidentid election ehoola 
result in a particular way. I reaisted every al' 
ternative proposed by northern or aouthem dis- 
unionists with whatever of ability I possessed. I 
declared aH their remedies as infinitely worse than 
the grievancea of which they complained. I re- 
g retJo say that in the Democratic party I found 
mMwbo declared themselves ready for diaanion 
shOTH the election then pending result in a par- 
ticular manner. It is true they wen ia a naiser- 
able minority; but while aoraa of tbe Democratic 
leadAs ;>rq^sMd to be oppoaed to such reioedies, 
theyreaerved their specialdehundations for those 
who, like myself, decbired the dissolution of th« 
Government not justified by any of the causes 
they assigned— «nd HSTia oeoaxje Frhiuitt might 
itfeat BucAcnsn. Sir, I said on all occaaiona, if 
FrSmont were elected, I wcrald aalute him aa Chief 
Magistrate; that I waa for respecting his consti- 
tutional authority; and forcing othera to do so; 
that I was not for a separation of the States upon 
the happening of any event wliich I ireyajdea aa 
possible; tkatdisumott,/ersiq«auM,waB politiad 
destruction; that not only slavery at tbe South, 
but public liberty — the liberty of ue white race — 
everywhere within our bordera, would be endan* 
gered or overthrown, if becauae Sf slavery, or for 
any other reaBen,.we stood anud the ruins of a 
diamembered country.^ I told the people that 
tber should regard disunion aa death — death 
without ao much aa the hope of a resurrection — 
that wUhln the Union, and mtk a pur* tUctive 
Jraitthue, we had a remedy for every conceivnblo 
Wrong — a cure for every aectional complaint; 
Uiat mlhout the Union we would be the slaves of 
fac tio n , and powerless for anyUting but individual 
andnationalruin. Fortheseopinions, I have been 
denounced as a Black Republican and an Aboli- 
tionist; and if to believe what I stated made me 
either, then I confess myself a great offender. 

This plan of luaailing public men for sectional 
disloyalty is no new thing, nor is it confined to any 
particular party or locality. It is a weapon which 
nas long been used, and too often with success. 
The result is, that throughout the North and the 
South most of that class of public men who hava 
resistad fxmm< counsels have been jrhieed on the 
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**retired liit*'>-«nd in almost ereir instance men 
of more contracted views, more tne representa- 
tives of ultra opMloDs, hare filled tbeir places. 
How is it now at Ihe North ? Where are yqur 
Kveretts and Piilmores — the statesmen of the eon- 
serTQtiTCSchool of Webster? AUgone — and their 
places occupied by those who represent a more 
extreme and radical northern opinion. So at the 
South. The public men of the school of day 
have had to makt room for those who would 
threaten the destruction of the OoTernment, be- 
cause they might be defeated in tr presidentit^' 
eonteflt. Those wiaeand eminently conserrative 
men who taaght «a to regard the preMiratioD of 
tho Gforermnent as of so much imjportanee, Uiat 
no suppoaaUe event would justify its destmcLion 
— those who believed it only leas than treason to 
calculate its value — they, sir, are becoming fever 
in number every day — and ^eir places are being 
filled by those who talk of nothing but accuma- 
lated wrongs, and predict nothing so confidently 
as the final overthrowof theGovemmeot. What, 
I aay, has produced these deplorable remits f The 
answer is, abuse, slander, and detraction. At 
tho North at this time almost every man who did 
not coSpeiata with the ftiends of Premont is de- 
nounced as a ** dough-fkee,*' while at thtt South 
nearly all who- do not call themselves ** Demo- 
crats'* are denounced as '*unsoun4l"'and those* 
who have temerity enou|^ to trace the recent 
puUio M^amities to the r^ht quarter— to ihe 
Democratie party— are often charged with being 
Abolitionists ana Black Republicans. Take, for 
example, tho States of Tennessee and Kentucky 
— the ceotml States ofthe Confederacy. While 
with them devotion to the Federal Union haaever 
been a cardinal principle, they have to a great 
extant been influeneed by the tale. OemoeraUe 
ugtnneiit^-feiterated by the President in his re- 
CMit niHMga — that the people of the North were 
our enemies, and were endeavoring lo destroy the 
inuHtutUmai^tluMnUkem Statu. That argnmMit, 
which thousaads who made it ahould have known 
to be ftlae, was addressed to Ihe ftem of tomef 
and to Che ignoianoe and avarice of others. The 
result was, ihat the people were faniltarized with 
ideas of disunion, which none were bold enough 
to utter a few brief years before. 

Sir, if the lamented statesman who sleefta at 
Ashland — he whose life and public servioee are 
the best read page ia Eeotncky's history— were 
now living, and were to proclaim the legal. 
other opinions which he held upon the suSjeet^ 
■lavery^ and which were the settied convictiona 
of hia Ufe-^ he were to go funlier. and aay, as 
he always b^ieved, that the Fedarai Union is the 
only ark of safety £or the North and the South- 
were he to do this, he would be confronted by 
thousaads who once shouted in his train, and de- 
nounced bv them for sectional dislo^ralty. He 
would be deemed unfit for the place he so long 
adorned, and wbece he did so much to illustrate- 
his own and his country'ii greatueas. Calumny 
everywhere has done its work; and when it no 
longer finds a shining marki the hiwUllcst are 
znoae to feel its power. 

Sir» I might uultii^y the iwmh which induced 
me to ask this House to condemn* in the most 
-emphatic manner, aoy an4 aO suggeationa fiivor- 
uajg a rsytval of the African slave trade— a com- 
merce which, as I before said, our laws denounce 
as pirecy,and punish with death; but my expir- 
ing hour tells ms to beware, unless I would forego 
the opportunity of a brief allusion to soma otlur 
thiwe. 

Sir, r haye said dscwhere — and I shall feel very 
unhappy if I do not repeat it bere-^tlanghter,'! 
that the present Adminutration and theao-caUaa 
Democratic party are responsible — solely respon- 
sible — for the late alarming condition of public 
afioira. It was by the uoexpected and iudefeoB- 
ible policy of that pQfty that the American people- 
were starred by « wpeal of the Missouri com- 
promise—an erent ^hfch instantly reopened the 
bleeding woandaof,^. past and launched us once 
more npoji the JLjub sea of sectional strife— 
an event, mr, (4^ J^^Y]^onaemencen of which no 
man ca/i dtiriy fJioAi -\Vhat it hmt time, how- 
flver, we kao^, %0^: gir, may be traced the 
tetnpoimrdmi^ ^ it, ^ g:torioiw oM Wllir 



cratie party; and the rending in twdn of the 
American party. Bilore than this. To the same 
cause may we trace the or^n , growdi , and power 
of the Republican party, as well as the reckless 
purposes which were so recently avowed by the 
southern wing aS- the Democratie party. I go 
further still. To this AdmtBistcati<m and its 
Ihvorite measore pay we fhiriy trace that eondi' 
tion of affairs which a distinguished member of 
that party (Gk>vernor Wise) lately characterized 
aaa"8tal)e rtTpeaeeflil revolution, of warlike broth- 
er^tood, of eonft4enrted antagonisms-, of shake- 
btmd enmity, of sectional anion, and united ene- 
qtiss." But mora than all this. To the Bame 
ttnfertaiMte nwasure may be trseaA'tftat civil war 
which so recently ra^a upon our weMern bor- 
ders, ^reatening, as it did fbr awhile, to light up 
the Confederacy in onegenemIoonfl^nttion,aDa 
to destroy the nopeS' of all except of those polit- 
ical madmen who think, amid- the ruins of a dis- 
membered country, to find a remedy forthffiuieied 
evils of the times. To ^e same oause, sir, may 
we trace the worst political heresies — dangerous 
heresies of tho day — which, 1 regret tQ say, have 
bold and able advocates. Among them I mi£:ht 
mention the desfmeMoa of theGrovernment for the 
prteentHtm of the institutions of the South — the 
Airther expamien of our empire for the same 
purpose; tne Oslwid manifesto, with its' pet pro- 
ject of acquiring Cuba under riie inbeeile plea, 
that in the han£r of Spain it ia dangeroiis to our 
peace? Aat the island Das *' become to as an un- 
ceaeiDgdanger;'*Ulat** the Union can never enjoy 
repose^' wiuioat it, or that, by Afrieaaizing the 
iriand, the property or the peace of the sonthera 
States wouM be neeessariJy endangered. To all 
these may he added tAe rmesl aj the ^/KMn aUv 
trmde. 

Sir, all these projscts.find numerows and zeal- 
ous advocatbs in toe Dentoeraiie party. Their 
appeals opera»e on the- fears of some — on the ig- 
norance, the avarice, and cupidity of others. To 
<^o«e and renst them is, I conftsa, no gratefnl 
taw. It involves the wrath and displeasure of' 
the leadersof thatpart^. But I shall not stop to 
count Ae coat or consequences, while I here and 

X'n repledge myself to resist every measure 
ch thus, unnecessarily, involves miy country's 
peace. These are the issues I have made and 
met at home, and I shall make no eA>rt to avoid 
them here. 

When I entered the House of RepresenMiveB 
in 1653, no one, I presume, foresaw or appre- 
hended the great events which were i^eedily to 
fUlow. It was truly an era of peace and gooi 
ftsling. The angry dii^utes which followed the 
expansion of our oouniry, as a consequence of 
the war with Mexico, had resulted in an honor- 
able adjuBtment of all mettem in controversy. 
The conservative masses everywhere hcul united 
upon the safb ground of *' acouieacence," and 
suoeeesAiUy resisted all efforts or the discontsnted 
or dwigning in their attempts to reopen the grave 
issaeswhich had been settled. The Abolitionists 
at the North and the Seeesmoniets at the South 
had jtfst been routed in their stronghelds. The 
candidate of the Free>So9 party, (Mr. Hale,) 
though aided by all the hostility that party could 
array against the compromise measures of 1850, 
and witn the advantages that -party affected to 
derive from the war with Mexico, had been over- 
thrown, without having been atall formidable it» 
any State ip the Union. So of Mr. Tronp, the 
candidate of the Seeewnnista attiie Soath. I do 
not dunk he reorivad , ia die ag g rs ga is, mors than 
tea thousand votes. 

It was under diese ctreumstanees we nnt in 
1853. You bad a Democratio President. Around 
himwasaOblnetof bisownohotee. Twothirds 
of the Senate, a«d about the same proportion of 
tlieH«asa,««ieofthesameparty. YourTreas- 
ury was overflowing. You had peace with all 
the world, and- as we were told and believed, no 
cause tor ftarther sectional' quarrel or domestic 
Btrift. And why, air, had you no foundation for 
another agitation of this sut^eot of domsstic ria- 
V817— 4hs only thing which ever has or ever can 
endanger the existence of the Govsrnmsnt f The 
answer is, that every fbot of territory b^ongiog 
to the United States bad , in this rsopast, •» ftr as> 
>t» ta ■fewni^ a ' 



fixed by existing laws whidt left all the Territo-' 
rieseitaerfireeorslave— laws which should hafa 
bsen, and were, regarded by the great body of the 
people, as exlstine 4inder circumstances whiell 
forbid that any of them should ham been dia* 
tnrbed by Congreas. 

The Leotstaaa tmrchsse was covered by the 
Missouri eompromistf line. By agreement, that 
lino had been extended through Texas, when it 
was annexed, and the lam acquisitions we had 
made from Mexico were an embraced by die com- 
pnmtise of 2850. It wss because these respect- 
ive measures covered ait our territories, and Iw 
cause there was no iweentljr or jtrtAi^Wiy <g ow 
enterfngr Oj^irin vp¥i^ a career iff (m-ftorisl aggntn^ 
rftzemfnf— It was mainly fbr these reasons thai 
great and good men everywhere urged upon the 
oeople of all parties to sustain and stand by the 
le^lation of 1850 — which we were all told wad 
a ssUfeoient— s^Ml *i(Aemtia" of the subjeota 
U embraeedi. Am I nndetlakn new to si^, thai 
IVom the time of the pamnige of the cotupromiss 
measures of 1350, "up to 1854, no man of repuia* 
tion or ohametar ba^^evsv written or printed a 
line, exptesstng the opinion that the Missouri 
compromise was, or was int«nded to be* repealed 
by that of 1860. No man astad a moraeenapio- 
uons part, after the passage nf the oompromisa 
meaearea of 1830; in pemiadiBe the people tor 
sustain them, than did Mr. Webster. His great 
argumanla wees that all the sumaels in oontro- 
versybad been ai^osted— lhakwe had not "a 
single foot of land, die ebameter of which, in rs' 
card to its being firre territory, is (was) not fixed 
by some law, soma irrepealabie law, beyond tba 
power ofthe action ofthe Oovemment.'* In hia 
celebrated Speech of 7th March, 1851, he says: 

" An4 I sow uf , itr, ts the proMMittoti on which I stand 
tbladny— andupoatheinitliaad drmnMof whidi [ intand 
U> act nntil it la onrtbrown-^U Itisra ii not m lUa tno> 
mut witluu tk« Unlteil Butea, or any Tonuoty oT the 
United 9utea,aBiagle foot of )aM,lh» character of whicb, 
in Kgnrd to Ita being free wrriloff , or riave tsntioryT Ls aot 
Used hraoswlsw, and aens lrrepa«laUalaw,bepMHltb8 
powar ofilie aoiioa oTUis Oovenment." t 

And he (hrther remarlced in the same speech: 

« Now, Mr. Preaident, I have WablMied, as ftr aa T pro- 
poMd 10 do BO, the pfopeaMoa with wtaicb I aet onl, and 
Tritk wUek I iatand to aiaad or All ; and thai ia, tlwt lbs 
wliuin trrritoiy widiia the fcmer United Slues, nAn Uie 
newly -sciiulred Mezioan proTincn, has a fixed and BCitled 
charaner, now ftxei and aettltd by law, wlltch cannot ha 
lepaalod ; inihaoaaa of Tana, wilhoat a violaiton (W pub- 
lie fsiib,and bj no htimsa power In ragnrd to Califbrnia 
and Now Mexico. Tha:, mereTore, under one ax the orhai 
of ilwsc laws, every footofland In tho States ot tha Terri- 
toriea haa dear); received a fixed and decided character." 

In his speech of 3d of June following, he said: 

"OatheTiborMarPh, air, I daetored nvoflalonto b« 
that there ia not a aquate rod of territory belonginf to the 
United States, the character of wMch, ftM* alavcry or no 
atavcry, to not already fixed by aome Irrepealable law. f 
reawUi of that oplDloD." 

Indeed the arginnent was never urged until afltr 
the Missouri compromise had been destroyed. It 
is not my wish or my duty to question the hon- 
esty of those who make the argument, bat I hava 
belMVed that no i>rofotuid lawyer could come to 
any such conclusion. 

Mr.WALKBR. I wi»b to ask the gentlemad 
me question. Witt hs alhnr me ? 

Mr. BTHERIDOB. I will say to the other 
side of Uie House, that if fhe reply which I may 
make to the question be not tafcen out of my time, 
I will yield. 

Mr. WALKER, \vitk\t Henry Clay did not, 
in his speech of tfaaOA of March, 1850, say in 
szpresB terras, that the \tpA efleet of the legisla- 
tion of that time was to open the Territories to the 
North and the Soath ? 

Mr. ETHERIDCrfi. I do not admit any such 
thing. I am eerlaia Mr. Ckiydid not say so, 
except as regards the territories we had acquired 
from Mexico. A lefimDce to the speech will 
prove I am correct. Mr. Clay was speaking on 
the territories acqttlred fVom Mexico, and nothing 
else. And svob was Mr. Webster's position. In 
his speech to which I last referred, he said: 

" And let It be remembered Oat I am now apniklnff of 
Ifow Mexieo and Utah, and aOst lilli wlas aesaiied tma 
H«dc0, and aoOi^f «Jtai» 

Sir, I can prove by the action of the Thirty-* 
Second Congress, whieh dosed ite labors the 4tlt 
loTMaRh, MI9k ri»ftno'«Mi><dM«a»»nM«bsr 
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of that Conereia, and many of iu membwti were 
h«re in 1854, TOted for the KanMa-Nebmkaaet* 
and an here now. up to that period, thought or 
believed, that the Muaoari icompronutie was re- 
pealed by the legielation of 1850; I can prove by 
their own conduct, that they believed tiie oppo- 
■iU— that it was not repeaUd. During the last 
aeaaion of the Thirty-Second Congresa, a bill waa 
introduced into this Houaeto oi^anizethe Terri- 
tory of Nebraska. Ita boundaries embraced all 
of what is now Kanaas and Nebraska. On the 
8th of February, 1853i it was beingconaidered 
and discussed in Committee of the Whole; and, 
as the following proceedings will show, (1 read 
from the CongreMonal Globe,) no man in Con- 
gresafrom the NoiUi or South tnen supposed that 
the Missouri compromise had been repealed, or 
waa raekleas enough to utter a word of hostility 
to it: 

" Mr. Jom W. HowR. [ wMi to laqolfs of the taath- 
Mad (hm OWe,[Mr. OtsBUMS,] wlKna I see in U« seat bow, 
and wtao i bellev« Is a meiBber of (he Comnittee on Ter- 
rUoriaa, why the ordinuce of 1767 la not IncoipMated In 
tklsbili? [Laughter.] I ihoslil like to know wbetbar he 
•r the coaunttwe were intUBtdoied oa uconntof Oaplot- 
ftn* Usa. [Lsu|liier.] Tlia leatlesMa pfSMsiia to be 
soaeUuns of an anii-alaveijr man j ai least I have under- 
stood to- 

•> Mr. OiBBimt. Wlib ilie|MnniMl(mortlie nntleman 
fton UUnola, (IMf. SicliudMM),] I will to ?H«nd Uiat 
tiwioilthlliwof UUaTerrttory la 38* SO*. Tke lawaatbor- 
laing ihs people of MiMooti to fbnn a Sui* govammeut, 
•nacMd In IGBI, providef^ in ezpraai laiwuage — 

o'Tkailn all tbuterritmy ceded by Fiaiice to Ae Unl- 
••d aiataa, ander the USM «r LBaMma, whieli Has BBRb 
«r 3>* av Bortta IstUada, aot ladadadwItliiB tba llnlta of 
Uie Saue eaatenplated av that act, (Hinoori,) sUverr and 
lBmniitU7aemuide,aaenrtM than fbrcilinei whereof 
Um perttea shall have been dvJr convicted, *taU te, aad ia 
ierf fi>rtMr, yrwUUM.) 

*> Iwa law jasM Mr. Otsaniea) atasda pMpamallj, and 
I did not tMDk that this act would receive anj' ineremaed 
validity a reenaetaHint. There t leave tte matter. It 
la vary clear that the territofy iacladed in that tiaatj miui 
be fimver (ifte nnleaa tkat law be repealed. 

"Mr. Juia W. Howa. I should like to know from ttie 
ganllenan ftom OUo, if he haa not aooie recollection of a 
compronlae made ilaee that time ? 

" Mr. GiBBUMa. Thet doea sot allbct the qaaatloa." 

Now, nri the bill then pending to o^nize the 
Territory of Nebtaskn, embraced within its boun- 
daries every fwi «f tmoigaaised frtt lerrttorw we 
then owned. This fact moat not b« overlooked. 
Again; it fixed the south boundary of the Terri- 
tory at 36^ 30' north latitude. Why fix the south 
boundary upon a fractional degree of latitude, 
where there was no river, lake, mountain, or other 
natural objects? The answer is most obvious: it 
•oat the Mxstouri con^rronuu linu. It had been so 
long " canonized in the hearts of Uie American 
people** that no one then dreamed of diaturbing 
it. As a bounda^ line the whole country would 
readily acknowledge its fitness. It had long ex- 
isted as a memoriu of peace between the North 
and the South, and was better known than any 
of the great riversi lakes, or mountains of that 
Tast territory. Again: it was Mr. Qiddimoi — so 
well calculated to excite sonthem af^rebension — 
who read the Missouri compromise to the House, 
and relied upon it as making the Territory "firr- 
ewr^ce, ufiieH thai law be rtpt^ed." It waa Mr. 
GnMNvsa who declared diat utecompromise meaa. 
aEeBori850did*<didiulaffi)et«UfiiaffM." And 
BO member, ur,from the North or the South dared 
to take iasue with bim, or indicated apurpoee to 
revive the slavery agitation by proposing a repeal 
of that compromiae. After two or three days dis- 
cuMion, the bill was reported to die House, and 
passed by a vote of 98 yeaa to 43 nays — southern 
Whigs and Democrats voting side bv side with 
Mr. GiDDiiros for the paaasge of the uill. And, 
air, when that bill had passed the House of Rep- 
Msentatives, it contained not one word about sla- 
very, or the reraal of the Missouri compromise. 
What more^ The bill waa aent to the Senate; 
its passage there was prevented only by lack of 
time, as the necessary appropriation bills coo- 
Bumed most of the laat few days of the aession. 
Mr. DoDOLAiand other Senators, however, urged 
the Senate to pass the bill without any material 
amendment, and no one objected to it Wause it 
waa ailent on the subject of slavery, or did not 
repeal the Missouri compromise. "But the pro- 
etedings of the Senate establish another fact — 
that that body jbiiete, and in efiect admitted, that 
the UiawHuri cttmpromiw had mat bean rapealed 



by the compromise measures of 1850. The death 
of Preaident Tavlor having made Mr. Fillmore 
Presidentf Mr. Atchison, a Senator from Mis- 
souri, was President of the Senate, He vacated 
the chair, and addressed the Senate in favor of 
the immediate paSB^ of the bid- He said: 

" It ia erldent that the HlMoori cmnpttuniae cambot bs 
BsrsALBB. So far ai Unit tmcHom U tantVniidt we mifht 
aa well uree to the admiuion of mil Tanttoiy «•<■ aa next 
year, or Sre, erten year* bence.>* 

Mr. Atchison then resided almost within sight 
of the Territory. Ita organization was very de- 
sirable to him. He not only admitted that the 
compromise bad not been repealed, but he said to 
the Senate it esnnet be done. And so well waa 
that Act known and believed, that no Senator, or 
other person, took issue with bim, or expreiwed 
so much as a doubt of the truthtbf his statement. 
Sir, during the great debate in this House and in 
the Senate in leiM, it waa manifiMt that no one 
then thought that the Missouri eorapromise had 
been destroyed or repealed by tlie legislation of 
1850. If suck had tfcen been the opinion of gen- 
tlemen, why, I ask, was such an efifort made to 
abrogate a statute which had been repealed four 
years before ? Sir, if the friends of the compro- 
mise 1850 had declared that their intentioD, or 
the legal efiect of that le^8latioa» was to repeal 
the Miasouri compromise, the measurea of 1850 
could not have been passed. 

The events of the last four years, Mr. Chair- 
man, have done much to convince me that, under 
the rule of the Democratic party, I mean the 
southern wing of it, for it is tnat division which 
rules, the country is to have no speedy exemp- 
tion from this moat pernicious aad useless avia- 
tion. I gofurther: it is from that party, ita p^icy 
in the pf "t, ita present purpoaea as avowed by 
some of its most distinguished and ene^tte lead- 
er*, its immediate tendencies, that slavery in Uie 
States has most to fear. Not that I believe they 
demrt such a result, but ita overthrow must inev- 
itably follow the destruction of the Ch>vemment, 
an event which we all know many of them desire , 
and whidi is being fast precipitated upon us by 
those who are ever complaining of oppression and 
of wrong. Sir, complainta of this Icmd, but sel- 
dom well-founded and always exaggerated, are 
productive of nothing but sectional hate and 
domestic discord. We are now told by many 
who aided in the election of Mr. Buchanan, that 
hia auccesa ia but a truce; that no lasting peace 
has been obtained. I hope this may not prove 
true; but'ahould it be so, the ea«M will be found 
to exist with those who either do not see the dan- 
ger, or, seei ng it, increase our peril by avowing 
opinions and advocating a policy which it ia im- 
posaible to enforce. They would, if their decla- 
rations are to be believed, interpolate upon the 
existing state of things, political opinions to 
which the treat body of tne American people, 
North and South, never will subscribe — opinions 
which can never be enforced or adi^led but in 
the destruction of your Government and Uie 
blood of your countrymen. 

Were it in my power, I would rescue the insti- 
tution of slavery, and with it the (government 
with whioh it ia blended, from the dangers to 
which the Democratic party haa exposed it by 
ila recent policy, but more especially from the 
keeping of those politicians who would be regarded 
aa the especial guardians of the institution, and 
the orthodox expounders of southern sentiment. 
It ia not their *tal I would question — for they 
exhibit enough of that — but I must protest sgainst 
their reckless policy in the past, and particulariy 
against those indefensible opinions which are re- 
ceived with abhorrence at the Northi andif uiged 
will encounter a stern opposition, as they ot^t, 
among the great body of the people of the South. 

£Ur, it ia only reeenUy that leading Democrats in 
the South have proposed to consider religion and 
Christianity in connection with slavery. To this, 
permit me to aay, I most emphatically object. I 
would regard it as did the statesmen who inaugu- 
rated our Gkivemment, as a great sodal and po- 
litical fact, a question of political economy, to 
be considered oy those with whom it is, and to 
whom it belongs, with reference to ita influence 
upon the mastijr and the alave, the bodr politic 
and eifiliiiuioB. Vpoa thia de<eoM» ifdeftut 



it need, atavery Imb heretofore tcited,ui 
content still to rest it there. 1 viQ not i^t 
Bible to support or put do^ the _ 
Nor will T, unnecessarily, shock the Jul., 
sensibilities of any portion of my conotrrl 
asaerting it to be the cornerstone of rnui 
tam,or tnat without it, freeStatetoitreg, 
must relapse into barbarism. Donie ibe . 
year, while the fires ot the prendeuni m 
were raging, and when fora ume it ippturi 
the opposing parties were drifkine lowtt^ i 
lision, at thsLmoment, when goodmn^i 
to fear and least to hope for, at that period i\ 
that leading Democratic speaken, ediicTL, 
authors, gave expression to opiniooiuKi 
subject or ilavery which, if attemptedu^i 
agated in the slave States, woala meeiig 
ance which slavery and the GoTeniiiKKi 
not both withstand— opinions whidi Miq^ 
community waa expected to snbioibt io,i 
which no free laborer in the South ihg^ 
requiced or expected to indorse. Sjr,biitlg) 
charity with which I judge mankind, ud j 
cially the modem Democratic paitv, [inj-j 
I should long since have belicTed, vWli 
very much fear, that the purpose wu to dmi 
opposing parties into a dei^rliatrtd,uiij 
the breach between the sectiona, tnt jti 
such an estrangement between tbe Nonlad 
South, aa must have resulted io the diuai 
the States. To some of these opHuMil 
leftr presently; but befiire I do so, 1 vuba. 
a word or two to my coUeague [Mr. Vi 
relation to some remarks he made in kit _ 
a few days ago. In that speech heunoflU 
SawAao in tne usual Democratic ttf\t. YcS 
I have no objection . My object an i u a| 
offer a defense for Mr. Sawaan, bntinHnH 
my colleague's opinion of promiBeniatslKMl' 
the present Democratic party — thoKvWlR, 
avowed opinions aoite as objection^ u 
of Mr. Sawaao. My coUeague, in oria\i>^ 
.that tbe Republican party at tbeNenkstt- 
termined to destroy slavery in tbe8ua,aa' 
tbe following passage from a Bpeeekorik&f- 
lao delivered at Clevelaod, Ohio, b lEfe 

"WtMt, then, yon any, eaa BotUDf bctoctotete 
becauae tbe poDlIc couiclcaM U laen? TeijKia 
be done, eTerythlug can be doae. Sbverr od b Ii2 
toluprnoiitboaBda;lteanbeamelionted. licBxa 
moat oe, aboUabad i and yon aad I caa,udMa,»:' 

I care not whether thia extract from U[.£p 
&4|||b speech does, or doea notfaDtveraTrr 
league's object. My present porpoieiixi 
attention to more recent opimou oribt^ 
lights and acknowledged leaden of ibe ;w 
harmonious Democracy. I have btranati 
copy of a tetter written by the Hon. G. N. ha. 
of Indiana, in 18tt, addiened to the K.'a: 
Democracy. It must be borne in BUidik!> 
waa then a-Democratie candidate for C<x^ 
That his opinions may be the better wmx, 
I will read the letter to which that of H/ hn 
waa intended aa a reply: 

PtTMorra, Japtl » 

Bib; Aa there are aftw who think yam tun km 

Suite definite enough on aone of the qnentioaiEnMi 
IB preaent eanvaaa, I wM you to aaawar ttWKi 
queMiona, to wit : 

I. WIU yatk if elected, MtaArtbaMcanHHil^^ 
of slavery In the Dimrlct of ColiUBbIa t 

a. WillyottvoiefbrthaaboUticnionhtMB-teM 
tiader 

3. Will yon votalbrtheWllaKitpnilieMaia* 
over the Tenltortaa of Calllbnila and Harmof-* 
agalnat any law andieriilaf riafsa to b* ntaabni 

property f 

Pleaae aaaarer tba abov* eaaatfoaa, yae ■ larts 

oomment. man KKOtSS. 

To this letter Mr. Fitcb returoed thii 

" WUk BliMwra I awr '■ai>B>lbaat u i ii i |li — 

• 11 * * • • * 

" Ent«TtaiolB| Aa view Indicated in bit 
I ahall MOl enivvote <yea* on tbeae m«*Hn«,l*i'< 
oUei or abler mnber, wkoN inlooce wooM bt 
thaa sMBktsttotoeas Aaa iBuCoagreM, f «UIA>> 
aa{^ if I have tba baaor er hoUiM a aaat tlKN. _ , 

And who, sir, is Mr. Pitch? Hcmbo'* 
peraonage than a Democratic SaMU^" 
diana, understands well the ch^^y^ « " l^i" 
and fiBhes,"Bubscribesto"forbk ««iiau>d^ 
erly love," and is in excellenrTrnwie viii * 
party. [Laughter.] Hewaseln^bnitbtew 
day. It ia tnw»tb«Fe waa no||it^f)[fs> 
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I I'Ut Uule for subsUuice, in the ipode of hia 
ction, but his succpm was hnileil with Demo- 
tic satiafuction, and his entrance into the'Sen- 
consiilunid most fortunate for his party. 

^Ir. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Do I under- 
nd my colleague to say that Mr. Seward does 
■ reilcct the opinions of the Republican party? 
Vir. ETHERIDaG. I never inquired of him 
litis respect, but 1 expect he does. And now 
rill ask my colleague if Mr. Fitch does not 
Get the sentiments of the Democratic party? 
real lau^htflr.l 

ilr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I will answer 
' r.olleag\ic by saying, that if Mr. Fitcb said 
.at mv collea£;ue nas read, he did not in that 
Icct tne sentiments of rfie Democratic party of 
liana, or nny other State, 
^r. ETHEKIDGE. He certainly wrote the 
er I have just read; and if he does not,there- 
e, represent the Democracy ofany State, whom 
^s he represent, and why did the Democracy 
tndianaetecihimto a seat in the Senate within 
: last thirty days? Now, the difference be- 
>en Air. Seward and Mr. Pitch is this: Mr. 
rcH wrote his letter toelecthimMlf to Congress, 
tile the speech of Mr. Sewabd (howeTer objee- 
nable parts of-it may be) was made in behalf 
Gonerul Taylor, who was then a candidate for 
Presidency against General Cass and Martin 
n Burcn GcncralTaylorwas then theowner 
a hundred slavRS, and Mr. Van Burenthe rcg- 
rly recognized aiid somewhat formidable Free- 
il candidate. ( do not think Mr. Sewjlko was 
infp much for tlic Abolitionists in supporting 
iic-ral Taylor. He ought rather to have advo- 
i.'d the election of that nalional Democrat, Mar- 
Van Bureo. But my colleague, Mr. Filch, 
il Mr. Van Buren, are all now of the national 
mocracy; all, of course, in good standing,and 
idy, I apprehend, to *' let by-gones be by- 
iies." 

[t is our fanatics at home — our soutliem fanat- 
— from whom we have no liKle to fear. 1 have 
served that the ultra, secession, fillibustering 
of the Democratic party is always strongest 
the South when radical Abolitionism is most 
npant at the North. That their power and 
luence risL- and (all pari paam. When the pros- 
ns of the former areni brightest, the hopes of 
! latter are strongest. Each quotes the opin- 
la of tlic other. Each complains loudly of real 
pretended injuries, and each regards the disso- 
ion of the Union as probable or necessary. I 

II not n^rcc that either fairly represents any 
isideniblo portion of the people. North or 
nth; yot, in my judgment, the very beat thing 

the country is to withhold pohtuud power 
m them all. 

I spolcc of certain very extraordinary opinions 
lien, during the last year, were avowed by va- 
ns editors, authors, politicians, and public men 
the South. In mv opinion, Uiey are as liule 
ensible, and as well calculated to do the South 
injury as the most extravagant declarations of 
'.codorc Parker, Wendell Phillijps, or William 
>yd Garrison. I have now before me a boob 
lilishcd in Richmond, Virginia, in 1854. It is 
'led " Sociology for the South, or the Failure 
Free Society; by Oeoige Fitzhugh." Many 
ithern Democratic newirpapGrs and politicians 
ve spoken of it approvingly, or advanced sen- 
lents quite as indefensible as any avowed by 
: author. Among many other things, quite as 
icctionable, he says: 

Make ttt«t latmring mnn the risre of one man, inrtead 
lie tlave oriu>ciuty, and ha would be tar beticr off." 
wo liundred yvan of liberty liavc made wliile laborcn 
taupiT tianditti." " Frvp Eocicljr hu failed, and Uiat 
icti U not iree must be t»ul)-ititiiied." 

Say ilie AtKiliiionists : ' M«'i oufibt not to have prop- 
f in man.' What n dreary, cold, bleak, inhospiulile 
rid this would hp, with «uch a dextrine carried intu pnic- 
,;i> • • • " Klavery has been 100 uniTPmal not lo be 
■cMSry to natun*, nnd man ttruniles in vain anaiiut na- 
... "pree society U a Ikilurc. We slave- 
iliTi eay, you must recur lo domestic Hlarery, the old- 

l[)L' best, nnd moat common ti>rm of goeialism." 

Kn'c sncicty h a monstrous abortion, and slavery the 
illliy, beauiiliil and natural being wliirh they are tr>-ing 

f risciiHiitly to adop^" • • • " The slaves are gov- 
il fit beucrifaanthe free faboren at the Nonbarefcov- 
.1. Our negroes arc not only better odT as to piivsical 
f nri tJian ftee laboren, but ihclr moral ewidilion is 
■t." 

•Ve do not adopt the theory tbsi Ham was ths ancwter 
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of the nesro race. Thn Jcwf«h slaves were not negrocB ; 
nn^ lo conllne ilie Ju!<tillcatiaii of Klavery |r> that race would 
be' to weak>;n iiit Seripiuml auiboriiy. aiid to lose the whole 
wei|{hti)f profhRO authority, Ibrwc read of no negro davery 
in ancient times." * ■ ■ o siavoy, black or wUle, ta 
rtflit nnd nrr eBsary." 

" Nature ha-i made the weak In mind or body slaves." 

• • * K Tiic and virtuous, tlie brave, the strong 
in mind and body, arelMMn to command." ■ • • "Men 
arc not bom entitled lo equal rights. It. would be Ar nearer 
the truib to say, that aomo were boru with saddles on tliuir 
bncks, and others booted and spurred to ride them— and the 
riding does tliem good. They need the reins, the bit, and 
thespur." ... " Lifcand liberty arc notiaalienaUe." 

* * * "Tho Declaration of liidepcndeneeis 'exiAei- 
anily false, and aborescenlly fallacious.' " 

The Richmond Enquirer is one of the oldest, 
best established, and most ably conducted Demo- 
cratic journals in the South. Its influence is felt 
and acknowledged everywhere. I submit the 
following extracts from that paper, portions of 
which are startling, and, in my judgmeut, in- 
defensiUe: 

• "Until recently, the deftnte of slavcty has labored under 
great difficuliies, because its apologists — for they were 
merely apologUls— took half-way grounds. They confined 
the defeit»« of slavery to mere negro slavery, thereby giving 
up the slavery prmeiple,admiltiu)( other forms of slavery to 
be wrong, and yii^ldmgupihe auUiorityof the Ttibte, and of 
the liimry, practieev, and experience of roaukind. Human 
experience showlnii the universal success of slave Boeiciy, 
and the universal ftuluro of fVce so«-iery, was unavailing to 
them, becaujie they were prccludi^d from employilUC It, by 
admiittng slavery in the sbstraet to be wrona." ' ' 

<■ The line of defense, however, it ehaii;;ed now, and Ilie 
North is completely cornered. BtJ(l dumb a4 nn oyster. The 
South now maintains that sinvury is right, natural, und 
necCKwary.. Il shown that all divine, and almrxd all human 
authority Justifies it. The Bonth tbrther chan^if that the 
little expcnraeiit of iVec «ociot}- in Wcfiem Guropa baa 
been, from thn (wginning, a cruel Allure, nuil that symji- 
tom* of fhilure are abundant in our North, l^'hilo it is far 
morn obvious that negroes be slavedi tlian whites — fi>r they 
are only flt to labor, not to direct— yet tlic priucinio of sla- 
very Is in incir right, and ion nol depend on difftTen.ee of 
compUxioiu Diiniviica of nee, of lineage, of language, of 
habits and customs, all tend to render the institiition more 
natural nnd durable | and althongh slav« have been gen- 
erally white, still tiM masters and ilaves have ninerally 
been of different national descent. Moses and Aristotle, 
and tlic earliest hittMinns, are buth SHtbofitws in Avar of 
the diArenee of raca, but aol of color." 

• * * ■ 4 k • 

"The Demoeiats of the South, In the preaaat eoavast, 
cannot rely on the old groonda or defense and cieuse fi>r 
slavery; fur tlieyseek not mrrclyto retain It where It is, 
but to Miend it into regloBS where it Is uukuown. Haeh 
leM can they rely on lite mere conniliuiioRal nuamntees of 
slavey, fbr aoch reliance Is piranaat with the admission 
tliat slavery Is wrong, nnd but I& the Coaatltniton should 
be abolished. This constiteiional aimunent for slavery, 
standing alone, Ailly justlftea the Abolitinnl«ls. They are 
clearly right if slavery be nonlly wnmgjfbr toget ridafit 
under (he Constltaiion, or by amendiiu the Cownitution, 
is confessedly impractlcaUe." • • * • • 

"Nor will it avail u>aiii|littoshowiliattbeiiepois most 
happy and best situated in ilie condition of slavery, if we 
stop ihere. we weaken our cause by the very arsmncnt 
intended to advance it; for we prnpo^e to inirn^u.-e into 
new lerrilbry human beings wlioin we assen to t;^ unlit for 
liberty, xel I -govern rnent, imd equal asswintion tvitli other 
mpu. W#nmst go a step fiinlier. We mu-t show that 
African vlavery is a moral, Tcllfjlous, natural, and probably, 
in the general, a neceMiy institution of society. This la 
ihe nnly line of aigainenl tbni will enable aoutheni Demo- 
crats to maintain the doetriues of State equality and sla- 
very extension. 

" Northern Demoerata need B(K go thas Ar. Thty do 
not keck to exteud slavery, bat only to agree to its exteo- 
sloii as a matter of right on our part. 

W« know that we utter bold truths ; but the time has 
now arrived when their utterance can t»e no longer post- 
poned. The true issue should stand nnt so boldly and 
clearly that none may mistake It." * . * » 

" Repeatedly have we asked the Nortii.'Hos not the ex- 
perime 01 of universal liberty failbd? Are not Ihe cvilsof 
PREE sociBTy iNSDPFBSAaLE? and do not most tblRklnc 
men among you propose lo Mibvert and recrmstraet il !' 
Btlll no answer. This gloomy silence Is another conclusive 
proof, added to many other conclusive evidences we have 
fUmished, tlmt free »oeietv in the long run Is an impmcti- 
cable form of society ; It U everywhere starving, demorat- 
istd and itmtmelioiuirjf. 

" We repeat, then, policy and humnnliy alike /«rMd the , 
ezteiuion of tht etUi of free society tn new people and 
comMg generations. 

" Two opposite and conflicting forms of society cannot, 
among civilised men, coexist and endure. The one must 
give way and cease to exist, the other become universal. 

"If free society be universal. Immoral, or upchristian, 
it must Alt, and g i've way to tinve socieiy— a social 8}-Bteni 
old as the world, universal as man." 

A Democratic paper m South Carolina (I can- 
not now give the name of the paper) during the 
last year, said: 

" Slavery is the natural and moral condition of the UAor- 
ing mm, whether wnriE or Mnr*. The great evil of nonh- i ! 
ern froesocieiy is,tbat it is burdened with a terciteclase of Ij 
luoaaiiica and Lisoaaas, M»fit for ifif go s sr w s n wt, aad [ j 
yet ckilhed with the attri boles and powers of eitizona. II 



Muter and riave is a lelatioo In aoeletyasneeewary na 
that of parent and child i and the itorthem States will yet 
have 10 latrodoce It. The tbeorf of free Govenuneat it a 

delusion." 

The Kichmond Examiner, during the late Pres- 
idential contest, and while it was urging Mr. 
Buchanan 'selection withitsacknowledgM ability, 
gave expression to the following sentiments; 

"We have got to haling ever>-lhing with the prefix raaa, 
ftom f>ee negroes downand up through tbe whole catalogue 
— rass Arms, i-aBs labor, raes society, rRi;K will, rasa 
tUnkinit, ra» cbildron, sad raai Mhoou— all beloiwli^ to 
the same brood of dSHMoUetMu. Biutbe worst of aUlheM 
abominatiMiaistheinodBmvBtemirfPBeBSCBoais. The 
New England sy«ieni of neeschoola has been tlie cause and 
proHDc source of the InflddlUea and tresMms thu have 
tamed her cities Into Sodoms sndGoraorrahi, and her land 
into the common nesllitig places of bowling Bedlamites. 
We abominate the system, because the schools Aaa rasK." 

About the same time, the Muscogee Herald, 
another Democratic paper, published in Alabama, 
as if determined not w be behind its eotempo* 

raries, proclaimed the following opinions: 

" Free society ! we sicken of the name. What is It but 
a congtomerntion of oreaby mechanics, filtkt opeea- 

TIVBS, BNALI.-FISTEn FAHMRRS, Slid MOON STRDCR TIIEO- 

KisTs f All the nnitliem. nnd especially the New Kn||land 
Buties.are devoid of soeiety fllted fbrweli-bred gentlemen. 
The prevailing c]asn nnn meets witli is thai ot' mechanics 
sirugiiling i.t be izenteel, and email nmners who do their 
own drudeer>-— and yet wlin are hardly flt for association 
with a gentleman's body servant. This is your tree sneieiy 
which the north em hordes are endeavoriag to extend inin 
Kansas." 

These opinions arc advBnce4 by southern Dem- 
ocrats. Of course they are extensively copied by 
northern newspapers. If they arc not defoneibm 
in the South, how can they be otherwise than 
prejudicial to ua nl tlie North And do they not 
tend to make wider and deeper the gulf which 
now separates the free and slave Slates? As I 
said before, such opinions, if attempted to bo en- 
forced, will and ought to arouse the stefn oppo- 
sition of every free man in the South, who is not 
the victim of partisan madness or folly. Thclwre 
announcement of such opinions indicates violence 
to southern sentiment, or that the people arc to 
be taught new lessons upon the subject of slavery 
—lessons which they will never leant, until ilicy 
are themselves fit to be slaves. If my loynliy to 
my country, or any part of it, is to be tested by con- 
formity to any such opinions, I am ready for the 
heretic's brand and the outlaw's doom. My de- 
nunciations of such opinions as these have brought 
upon myself the political malevolence and hate of 
the Democratic leaders of my own State. Even 
now they are pursuing me with a vindictivenens 
which discovers treason in every mnlive, und self- 
ishness in every act. My sole offense, the very 
" head and front of my olfendiog," has been, that 
I resisted a policy which involved na in civil war, 
and which Uiey defended mainly because it was 
their own. 

Sir, the whole history of the country for the 
lost fifteen years, under Democratic rule, estab- 
lishes the fact that to give that party power is lo 
offer « reward for alienations between tlie North 
and the South — a premiam for that policy which 
mingles the question of slavery with political con- 
tests everywhere. When thoy have been in power 
sectionalism has been fostered and encouraged. 
Mr. Tyler's administration was one of doubtful 
political gender, nnd as no party respected or 
claimed htm, the slavery question excited but lit- 
tle notice while he was President. The contest 
between Mr. Polk and Mr. Ony followed. The 
latter was the first and greatest victim to the 
charge of " unsoundness upon the slavery ques- 
tion.^' Mr. Polk's administration left us with a 
powerful seclionalparty, led on by Mr. Van 
Buren. General Toylor was elected, and Mr. 
Fillmore, who succeeded him, handed over the 
Government to President Pierce, at a time when 
the latter could congratulate the country upon 
the restoration of peace and harmony betvrccn a 
people who hml been parties to a bitter seciioMd 
strife. Mr. Hale, at the election which made Mr. 
Pierce President, had received far fewer votes 
than hod been given to Mr. Van Buren four years 
before. Under Mr. Fillmore's administration, 
the Free-Soil party at the North had dwindled to 
almost nothing, while tho Disunionists at the 
SoiQ^membered the Nashville Convention with 
a sigh, or menUoned it only to prove an ata>i, 
Mr. Pierce was inaufarated at Jtwne when tha 
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future was bright and aiu^ietous. He had been 
rboeen bj tventy-wven of tbirtT-one sOTereien 
>'«tatv* of the Union. And what hai another four 
yenn of Democratic rule done for uai Mr. Buch- 
Hiian hat) been elected, it is true, but where is 
the iriuinphnnt majority which four years before 
swept the counirj' as a whirlwind ? He is elected 
legally and constitutionally, yet he is in a minor- 
ity of nearly half a milUoD. Eleven of the sixteen 



free States (all of which voted against Mr. Hale 
four yean ago) are found arrayu, under the Re^ 
publican flag! And this is ue result of four 
yeftra of Democratic mle ! Almost any Admints- 
inuion night have accomplished less, bat no 
human power could have done more. And this 
is the party whose wisdom I am required to cora- 
mend; this the policy I dare not question unless 
I would be the victim doomed for political slaugh- 



ter. Of Mn Bttcbanao'i ndnniiatralioa, Itg 
do notbiiw but hope. Age and svoeen, I tnt. 
have made him no longer amlMuoas. Iftbii > 
BO, and he is wise, I shall yet have a respiie frn 
those who malign my moliTCS, and pome a* 
with a fiendish riate. When he standi in lirj 
way, OS I trust he will, he will leam that themsx 
lips which now Iweathe his praise can heap ixit- 
ing maledictions apon his bead. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wbdkesdat, March 4, 1857. 
In accordance with & proclamBtioa of the Presi- 
nl of the United State*, the Senate convened 
-day in special aeanon. 

The Seeretarjr (Auokt Dicbiks* Kaq.) called 

B Senate to onler. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following re«o- 
ioo; which wbji unanimouBly adopted: 

ifoloei, TlMt the oath of oflce be D4mli)iitei«d bjr the 
It. Jade* a. Pkakcb to the Hon. Jahks M- Mamom. 

II Btnr elect from the Siaic or Vi[{:iiiia,aiiilthatbcbe,ana 
-eby U, cbosen Frecident pro lemport. 

Mr. FcAHCB having adminiatered the oath pre- 
ribcd by law to Mr. Maion. he took the chair. 
The Secretary read the list of new Senators, ma 
lows; who were severally qualified by taking 
; oath prescribed by law, except Meura. Batki 
d Foot, who were not present: 
Hon. Martin W. Batbi, of Delaware. 
Hon. Jambs A. Batabs, of Delaware. 
Hon. Jesse D. Bbiobt, of Indiana. 
Hon. Datid C. Broobbice. of California. 
Hon. SiuoM Camebsn, of PennsylTania. 
Hon. Zachauab Cbakoleb, ofUiduj^. 
Hon. JEFF£RgoH Davib, of Mississippi. 
Hon. Jauks Dixom, of Connecticut. 
Hon. James R. Doouttlb* of Wiscoosia. 
Hon. Solomon Foot, of Vermont. 
Hon. HAHHtBAL Hamuv, of Maine. 
Hon. Anthoht Kbmhedt, of Maryland. 
Hon. Tecstbh Pole, of Missouri. 
Hon. Thomas J. Rii»t of Texas. 
Hon. Jambs F. Simmohb, of Rhode Island. 
Hon. Cbarles Suhner, of Massachusetts. 
Hon. JoHK R. THOMfox, of New Jeney. 
Hon. BBirjAMDr F. Waob, of Ohio. 
h.t half past twelve o'clock the Hon. Johw C. 
.BCKiNRiDot, Vice President elect, appeared in 
! Chamber, accompanied by Hon. Jambs A. 
ARce, chair roan of the committee of arnnge- 
ntsl 

The PRESIDENT pre tttt^t administered 
: oath of office and relinquished the chair to 
I Vice President, who addressed the Senate 
follows: 

Senators: In assuming the duties of this sta- 
n, I am quite conscioos that I bring to their 
chai^ few oUier qiudides than a luep sense 
the iipportanos of thU oody in the scheme of 
: QoTernment, and a fteling of respect for its 
mbers. 

happily, my duties are comparatively few and 
iple, and J am sure that tney will be made 

rby a perrading sense <^ propriety which 
of itselr be sufficient on all occasions to pre- 
ve the dignity and decorum of the Senate. In 
niniateriug the rules which you have adopted 
the convenience of your proceedings, I shall 
en need TOur kind uiaukpDce,Bnd I anticipate 
Ji confidence your forbearance towards the 
ors that spring from inexperience. 
Cherishing the hope that our official and per- 
iftl intercourse will be miu-ked by mutnai con- 
!nce and regard, I look forward with pleasure 
our association in the performance of public 
iea. 

t ahall be my constant aim, gentlemen of the 
late, to exhioit at all times, to every member 
ihis body,the courtesy and impartiality which 
d»fi to the lepresentatiTes of Mmftl SOttes. 

im 
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At ten minutes past one o'clock, p. m., the 
incominz President of the United States, Hon. 
Jahes Htjcdanan, end the oulgning President, 
Hon. Franklin Pierce, enton-d the Chamber 
with the members of (he Committee of Arrange- 
ments, Hons. Jaubs A. Pearce, Wiluam Bio- 
LER, and Solomon Foot. 

All the persons entitled to edmiasion according 
to the arrangements made by the committee having 
been conducted to the seats assigned to ihem^hey 
proceeded to the eastern portico of the Capitol, 
where the President delivered the following 

INAVGtTRAL ADDRSaSt 

Fellow-Citizens; I appear before yon this 
day to take the solemn oath " that 1 will faith- 
fully execute the office of President of the United 
States, and will, to the best of my nbili ly, preserve, 

Srotect, and defend the Constitution of the United 
lates." 

In entering upon this great office, I must hum- 
bly invoke the God of our fathers for wisdom 
and firmness to execute its high and responsible 
duties in such a manner as to restore harmony 
and ancient friendship among the people of the 
Seveml Slates, and to preservs our free institu- 
tions throughout many gencrationa. Convinced 
that 1 owe my election to the inherent love for 
the Constitttuon and the Uaioa which still ani- 
mates the hearts of the American people, let me 
earnestly ask their powerful support in sustaining 
all juat measures calculated to perpetuate these the 
richest political blessings which Heaven has ever 
bestowed upon any nation. Having determined 
not to become a candidate for reelection, I shall 
have no motive to influence my conduct in ad- 
ministerii^ the Oovernmcnt except the desire 
ably and raithfully to serve my country, and to 
live iiM^ grateful memory of my countrymen. 

We imve recently passea through a presidential 
contest in which tne passions of our fellow-citi- 
zens were excited to the highest degree by ques- 
tions of deep and vital importance-, but when the 
people proclaimed their will, the tempest at once 
subsided, and all was calm. The voice of the 
majority, speaking in the manner prescribed by 
the Constitution, wns heard, and instant submis- 
sion followed. Our own country could alone 
have exhibited so grand and striking a spectacle 
of the capacity of man for self-government. 

What a happy conception, then, was it for 
Congress to apply this simple rule— that the will 
of the majority shall govern — to the settlement 
of the question of domestic slavery in the Terri- 
tories ' Congress is neither *■ to legislate slavery 
into aoy Territory or Stale, nor to exclude it 
therefrom; but to leave the people thereof per- 
.fectly free to form and regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United Stales. " As a natural 
consequence, Congress has also prescribed that 
when the Territory of Kansas shall be admitted 
as a State, it ^hall be received into the Union 
with or without slavery, as their constitution may 
prescribe at the time of their admission." 

A difierence of opinion has arisen in regard to 
the point of tugpe when the people of a Territory 
shall dedde this question for themselves. This 
is, happily, a matter of but little practical import- 
ance. Besides, it is a judicial question wnich 
legitimately belongs to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, belore whom it is now pendinf , 
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, and will, it is understood, be speedily and finally 
1 settled. To their decision, in common with aU 
j good citizens, I shall cheerfully submit, whatever 
' this may bo, though it has ever been my indt- 
I vidual opinion that, under the Nebraska-Kansas 
act, the appropriate period will be when the num- 
ber of actual residents in the Territory shall joa- 
tlfy the formation of a constitution with a view to 
its admission as a State into the Union. But, bo 
ihia as it may, ii is the imperative and indispen- 
sable duty of the Government of the United States 
to secure to every residentinhabitant the firee and 
independent expression of his opinion by his vote. 
This sacred rigntof each individual must be pre- 
served. That being accomplished, nothing can 
be fairer than to leave the people of a Territory 
free from all foreign interference to decide their 
own destiny for themselves, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

The whole territorial question being thus set- - 
I tied upon the principle or popular sovereignty— 
a principle as ancient as free government ilBcff — 
everythmg of apractical nature has been decided. 
No other question remains for adjustment; because 
all agree that under the Constitution shtvery in 
the States is beyond the reach of any human 
power except that of the respective States them- 
selves wherein it exists. May we not, then, hope 
that the long agitation on this subject is approacn- 
ing irs end, and that the geographical parties to 
which it has given birth, so much dreaded by 
the Father of his Country, will speedily become 
extinct? Most happy will it be for the country 
when the public mind shall be diverted from this 
question to others of more pressing and practical 
importance. Throt^hoat the whole progress of ' 
this agitation, which hat scarcely known any 
intermission fbr more than twenty years, whilst 
it has been productive of no posiuve good to any 
human being, it has been the prolific source oi 
great evils to the master, to the slave, and to the 
whole country. It has alienated and estranged 
the people of the sister States from each other, 
and lias even seriously endangered the very ex- 
istence of the Union. 

Nor has the danger yet entirely ceased. Under 
our system there is a remedy for all mere polit- 
ical evils in the sound sense and sober judgment 
ofUie people. Time is a great corrective. Po- 
litical subjects which but a few years ago excited 
and exasperated the public mind, have passed 
away, and arc now nearly forgotten. But this 
question of domestic slavery is of far graver 
importance than any itien political question, 
because, should the agitation continue, it may 
eventually endanger the personal safety of a targe 
portion of our countrymen where the institution 
exists. In that event, no form of government, 
however admirable in itself, and however pro- 
ductive of material benefits, can compensate for 
the loss of peace and domestic security around 
the fiimily altar. Let every Umon-loving man, 
therefore, exert his best influence to suppress this 
agitation, which, since the recent legislation of 
Congress, is without any legitimate object. 

It is an evil omen of the times that men have 
undertaken to calculate the mere material value 
of the Union. Reasoned estimates have been pre- 
sAted of the pecuniary profits and local advant- 
■ ^s which would result to different States and 
sections from its dissolution, and of the compare- 
tive injuries wlB«f§,n^fd'b"y^(^'J!igte 
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on other States and ■ections. Even descend- 
ing to this low and narrow view of the mighty 
qaestion, all aucb calculaiiona are at fault. The 
tare reft^reiieo to a aingie consideration will be 
eonfilusive on this point. 

We, at present, enjoy a free trade throughout 
our extensive and expanding country auch aa the 
world has never witnessed. Thia trade ia con- 
ducted on railroada and canals, on noble rivers 
and arm* of the sea, which bind together the 
North and the South, (he East and the West of 
our Confederacy. Annihilate this trade, arrest 
hs free progress by the geographical linea of jeal- 
ous and hostile States, and you destroy the pros- 
perity and onward march of the whole and every 
part, and involve all in one eommon ruin; but 
such considerations, importsnt as they are in 
thcmsehres, sink into insignificance when we re. 
flecton tke terrific evils which would result from 
disunion fo every portion of the Confederacy — to 
the North not more than to the South, to the East 
not more than to Ihc West. These I shall not 
attempt to portray, because I feel an humble con- 
fidence that the kind Providence which inspired 
our fathers with wisdom lo frame the most p<;r- 
fect form of Gnvernment and Union ever devised 
by man, will not sufTer it to perish until it shall :| 
have been peacefully instrumental by its example \ 
in the extension of civil and religious liberty '| 
throughout the world 

Next in importance to the maintenance of ih* | 
Constitution and the Union is the duty of pre- I 
serving the Government free from the taiot or|' 
even the suspicion of corruption. Public virtue >{ 
is the vital spirit of republics; and history proves 
that when this has decayed, and the love of ■> 
money has usurped its place, although the forms | 
of free Government may remain for a seasonfthti '| 
substance has departed forever. 

Our present financial condition is without a J 
narallel in history. No nation has ever before 
ficen embarrassi'd from too large a surplus in its ,i 
Treasury, Thisalmost necessarily gives birih to , 
extravagant legisluliun. Ii produces wild schemes 
of expenditure, and begets a race of speculators 
and jobbers, whose ingenuity is exerted in con- 
triving and promoting expedients to obtain public 
money. The purity of official agents, whether 
rightfully or wrongfully, is suspected, and the 
character of the Government Buffers in the esti- 
mation of the people. This is in itself a very 
great evil. 

The nalumi mode of relief from this embar- I 
raasment ia to appropriate the surplus in the 
Treasury to great national objects for which a 
riear warrant can be found in the Constitution. 
Among these I might meniion the extinguishment 
of the publi'S debt; a reasonable increase of the i 
Ifavy, which ia at present inadequate to the pro- j 
tection of onr vast tonnage afloat, now greater '• 
ihsn that of an^ other imuofi, as well as to the ' 
defense of our extended sea-coast. | 

It is beyond all question the true principle that ' 
no more revenue ought lo be collected from the . 
people than the amount necessary to ciefroy the 
expenses of a wise, economical, and efhcient 
ndmtntstration of the Government. To roach this 
point, it was neccsaaryto resort to a modification 
of the tariff; and this haa, I truat, been accom- 
plished in such a manner aa to do as little injury : 
•a may have been practicable to our domestic , 
manufactures, especially those necessary for the | 
defense of the country. Any discrimination | 
againat b particular branch, for the purpose of i 
benefiting favored cornurationa, individuals, or 
interests, would hiive ueen unjust lo the rest of 
the community, and inconsistent with that spirit 
of fairness and equality which ought to govern in 
the adjustment of a revenue tariff. 

But the squandering of the public money sinks j 
into comparative insignificance as n temptation to 
corruption when compared with the at^uandering 
of the public lands. No nation in the tide of time 
has ever been blesmd with so rich and noble an 
inheritance as we enjoy in the public lands. In 
administering tlils intpiortant trust, whilst it may 
be wise to grant portions of them for the improve- 
ment of the remainder, yet we should never forget 
that it is our cardinal policy to reserve these la|^ 
as much as may be Tor actual settlers, and tsis , 
at moderate prices. We shall thus not only best ! 
pmmois the prospefity of thn new Slates and ' 



Territories by furnishing them a hardy and inde- 
pendent race of honest and industrious citizens, 
but shall secure homes for our children and chil- 
dren's children, aa well as for those exiles from 
foreign shores who may seek in this country to 
improve their condition, and to enjoy the bless- 
ings of civil andreligioasliberty. ^ch emigrants 
have done much to promote the growth and pros- 
perity of the country. They have proved nittb- 
ful both in peace and in war. After becoming 
citizens they are entitled, under the Constitution 
and laws, to be placed on a perfect equality with 
native-born citizens, and in this character they 
should ever be kindly recognized. 

The Federal Constitution is a erant from the 
States to'Congms of certain specific powers; and 
the question whether this grant shoulu be liberally 
or strictly construed has more or less divided 
political parties {Vom the beginning. Without 
entering into the ailment, Fdesire to ftale, at 
the commencement of my administration, that 
long experience and observation have convinced 
me that a strict construction of the powers of the 
GKivernment is the only true, as well as the only 
safe theory of the Constitution. Whenever, in 
our past hiamry, doubtful powers liavc been 
exercised by Congress, these have never failed 
to produce iiijurious and unhappy consequences. 
Many such instances might be adduced, if this 
were the proper occasion. Neither is it neces- 
sary for the public service to strain the language 
of the Constitution; because all the great and 
usef\il powers required for a succitssful adminis- 
tration of the Government, both in peace an& in 
war, have been granted cither in express terms,- 
or by the plaincat implication. 

Whilst deeply ciinvinced of these truths, I yet 
consider it clear that, under the war-making 
power, Congress may appropriate money towards 
the construction of a military road, when this is 
ablblulely necessary for the defense of sny State or 
Territory of the Union aeainst foreign invasion. 
Under the Constitution, Congress has power " lo 
declare war," "to raise and support armies," 
" to provide and maintain a navy," and to coll 
fortii the militia to " repel invasions. " Thus en- 
dowed, in an ample manner, with the war-making 
power, the corresponding duty is required that 
*' the United States shall protect eoctt of them 
(the States) against invasion." 

Now, Itow is it possible to afford this protection 
to California and our Pacific possessions, except 
by means of n military road through the Terri- 
tories of the lUiiied States, over which men and 
munitions of war may be speedily transported 
from the Atlantic Siutes to meet and to repel the 
invader? In the event of a war with a naval 
Power much stronger than our own, we should 
then have no other available aceew to th^acific 
coast, because such a Power would IRiantly 
close the route across the isthmus of Central 
America. 

It is impossible to conceive that, whilst the 
Constitution lias expressly required Congress to 
defend*a]] the States, it should yet deny to them, 
by any fair construction, the only possible means 
by which one of these States can be defended. 
Besides, the Government, ever since its origin, 
has been in the constant practice of constructing 
military roads. It mightolso be wise to consider 
whether the love for Ute Union which now ani- 
mates our f^llow-ciiizena on the Pacific coast may 
not be impaired by our neglect or refusal to pro- 
vide for them, in ineir remote and isolated condi- 
tion, the only means by which the power of the 
States oil this side of the Rocky Mountains can 
reach thfim in sufficient time to " protect" them 
"against invasion." I forbear for the present 
from expressing an opinion as to the wisest and 
most economical mode in which the Government 
can lend its aid in accomplishing this great and 
necessary work. I believe that many of the dif- 
ficulties ID the way which now opnar formidable 
will, in a great degree, vanish w soon as the 
nearest and best route shall have been satisfac- 
torily ascertained. 

It may be proper that, on this occasion, I should 
make some brief remarks in regard to our rights 
and duties as a member of the great family of 
nations. In our intercourse with them there are 
some plain principles, approved by our own ex- 
perience, from whirh we should never depart. Wc 



ought to cultivate peace, commerce, and friend- 
ship with all nations, and this not merely as the 
best means of promotine our own materia] in- 
terests, but in a spirit of Christian benevolence 
towards our fellow-men, wherever their lot may 
be cast. Our diplomacy should be direct and 
frank, neither seeking to obtain more nor accept* 
ing less than ia our due. We ought to cherish a 
sacred regard for the independence of all nations, 
and never attempt to interfere in the domestic 
concerns of any, unless this shall be inpemiye^ 
required by the great law of self-preaervalion. 
To avoid entangling alliances has been a maxim 
of our policy ever since the days of Washington, 
and its wisdom no one will attempt to dispute. 
In short, we ought to do Justice in a kindly spirit 
lo all nations, and require jtutice from them ia 
return. 

It is our glorr that, whilst other nations have 
extended their aominions by the svord, we have 
never acquired any territory except by fair pur- 
chase, or, OS in the cose of Texas, by tbe volun- 
tary determination ofa brave, kindred, and inde- 
pendent people to blend their destinies witk our 
own. Even our acquisitions from Mexico form 
no exception. Unwilling to lake advantage of 
the fortune of war o^inst a sister Republic, we 
purchased them possessions, under the treaty of 
pesce, for asum which was considered at the time 
a fair equivslenl. Our past history forbids that 
we shall in the future acquire territory unless ihis 
be sanctioned by the lavs of justice and honor. 
Acting on this principle, no nation will have a 
right t« interfere or to complain if, in the progress 
of events, we shall still flirther extend oar posses- 
sions. Hitherto, in all ouracquisitions, the people 
nnder the protection of the American flag have 
enjoyed civd and religious liberty, as well as equal 
and just laws, and have been contented, prosper- 
ous, and happy. Theirtrade with the rest of the 
world has rapidly increasedtand thus every com- 
mercial nation haa shared largely in their success- 
ful progress. 

I shall now proceed to take the oath prescribed 
by the Constitution, whilst humbly invoking the 
blessing of Divine Providence on this great people. 

The Senate having returned to its Chambef, 
On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 
Oritnd, That when the Senate tdioam lo dsj, It be to 
meet to-rootrow stone o'clock. 

On the motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senau 
adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Thitrsdat, JtfarcA 5, 1857. 

Prayer by the Rev. Stxfhbh P. Hill. 

The Journal ofyesterday waa read and apjmivcd. 

Mr. COLLAMER. My colleague, the Hon. 
SoLOHOK Foot, was absent yesterday in the dis- 
charge of the duties assigned to him by the Senate 
as a member of the committee to mstce arrange- 
ments for the inauguration, and therefore had not 
Ihe oath of office tidmioistered to him for his new 
term, commencing yesterday. I ask that he be 
now qualified. 

The VICE PRESIDENT administered the 
oath prescribed by law to Mr. Foot, and he took 
his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN ofiered the following resolution; 
which was considered by ananimoua consent, 
and agreed to; 

JUwiMif, That a i!Oiniiiittee,eoB>totfng of tiro members, 
be appointed to «rait on the Pnafdeai of tbe United Suim, 
and Intbno him that the Senate U ssMmbM, and i» 
10 receive any coramunicsiioD he su^ba pl ess ed to nakei. 

Mr. Allkh and Mr. Cmttkxdbk were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The committee subsequently reported that they 
had discharged the duty assigned them, and re- 
ceived for answer that the President of the United 
States would cinnraunicate with the Senate to- 
morrow. 

PAPVBS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the consent of the 
Senate to withdraw from its files the papers 
relating to the claim of Vassal D. Pinkham.' 
They contain the evidence"^f his case. Bv an 
act of the recent aession of Congress, the whole 
case has been referred to the Postmaster General, 
and it is necessary that that functionary should 
have the papen, in order to be able to aqjudicaie 
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the case. I therefore ask that leave 1w gnuited 
to withdraw the papers. 

I^ave was granted. 

FINAL ADJOVRNHENT. 

Mr. FUGH rabmitted the following resolution; 

Kewtvtd, TbM tbe SenatR will wUmm wltboat day on 
Monday, the Bib Inaont, U one o'clock, p. to. 

Mr. MA-SON. Let it lie over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The rewjlution 
will lie over, under the rules. 

COMMITTEE CLERKS AND PAGES. 

Mr. MASON. I offerthe followingresolution: 

lUaolced, Tint the clerlu to coiuioittMa, and the pagM 
in the employment ortbe'BenUeutbedoHoflbelUtMS- 
■ion nf Congress, be continued duriag the pment apecW 
■eMion of tlie Senate. 

We shall want these officers, I am a&tisfied, for 
the short time we remain here. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think that resolution 
had better lie over. We hare a report from a 
Hiecial committee with reference to remodeling 
tw commKtees of the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. That will not affect this. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to give notice that 
I shall ask the attention of the Senate to-morrow 
morning to the consideration of the report in i^ela- 
tion to committees of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN and others, ^ow. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 am wilUng to bring it up 
now. 

Mr. MASON. The report to which the hon- 
orable Senator alludes is one reorganizing the 
committees, and affecting the clerks of commit- 
tees. When that is passed it will supersede this 
order for their continuance for the present. I 
take it for granted, however, it is not intended 
that that shall take eflect at this special session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Maine object to the consideration of the res- 
olution of the Senator from Viiffinia? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. IwishUtolieoTernntU 
to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 

HOUR or HiETrac. 
Mr. MASON. I move that the doiljr hour of 
meeting, lutil otherwiso ordered, be one o'clock, 
p. m. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move to amend tbe mo- 
tion by striking out " one o'clock, p. m.," and 
imerting twetre o'clock, m." 

Severn! Sbhatobs. That is right. 

Mr. MASON. 1 will say to those gentlemen 
who surest twelve o'clock, that my own impres- 
sion is, and I think it will be confirmed by tbeir 
experience, that our priucipal occupation for this 
seasiou will be either in the committees or out of 
doors —at least for the oommencomentof the ses- 
sion; and it would be more convenient to all par- 
ties and their engagements to make the hour of 
meeting one o'clock instead of twdve. • I am not, 
however, anxious about it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I oannot exactly ^ree 
with the Senator from Virginia as to what we 
know to be the businessof the session. Treaties 
and nominations will occupy considerable of the 
time of the Senate, independent of the time spent 
in the committees, ^t is well known that tnere 
are matters of importance now pending before the 
Senate in executive session. I think the question 
shoold be first put on the earliest time named. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thsquestion is on 
tbe motion that the doily hour of meeting shall 
be one o'clock. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire that the question 
may be put on the earliest boitr. ■ 

Mr. STl^RT. I beg to suggest to the Chair 
that the amendment of the Senator from Vermont 
should be first put. The rule requiring the ques- 
tion to be first put on the longest time apfdies in 
this body only to filling blanlu. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The ChairwUIput 
the question OB the amendment of tho Senator 
from Vermont. 

' The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. So it was 

(Mtni, That tba daily hoar of iseetini of tbe Scasie 
be iwelVB o'etork m., unlsw oUwrwlw nroered. 

CHAPLAIK TO THE SENATE. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I offer this resolution i 
JUmIm^ That Uw lets Ob^lstB M the Brnts be e«a- 



Mr. BiGGS, I desire to move an amendment 
to that resolution. I presume it is well known 
to the Senate that there is a large portion of tbe 
people of this country who are opposed to the 
employment of chaplains by Congress, as well 
as in the Army and Navy. I do not propose to 
take up time in discussing that question here; 
but my object now is to move an amendment, the 
purpose of which is to open the daily sessions of 
this body with prayer by the various clergymen 
of Washington in turn. I move to strike out the 
whole of the resolution after the .word " Re- 
Khed," and insert: 

That the mlnisien of the Gospel in Wasbinpon city be 
requratcd by the President of tbe Senate lo upen the daily 
■MsionB of tbe Senate witli pnyer. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Let the resolution and amend- 
ment lie over. I did not suppose there would be 
ia the Senate a single objector to my resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie over. 

COMMITTEES AND THEIR CLERKS. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. As it seems to be the de- 
sire of the Senate that the report of the special 
eemmittec in regard to the standing eommitteea 
and their clerks should now be considered, I offer 
it in the shape of a resolution: 

lUtol ML Tliat the 34tb rale of Uir Senate be amended 
lo read as fiXlonra ; . 

Rale 34. The Ibilowiag standing conimittepa ahall be ap- 
pointed at tlio eonunenceaieni of oaeb session, wttb leave 
to report by bill or oUwrwire: 

A.Gommitiee on FoielgB Relations, to etmslst of seven 
memben. 

A Commutes on Finance, tocoaslst of seven mcmbars. 
A Commluea on Coameree, to awwlst of ama mem- 
ber)). 

A Committee nn Military AfTaira and the Militia, to con- 
sist offive membera. 

A Committee on Naval AAtn, to consist of Hve mem- 
ben. 

A Committee on the Jadlclaiy, to eon 'i^t of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Cammitiee nn tlie Post Office and Post Roads, to con- 
sist of seven m embers. 

A Committee OB Publte La^dd, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Commluee on Private Land Claims, ti> consist of live 
members. 

A Committee on Indian ASUrB,toeon9isloraeVen niein- 
bers. 

A Committee on Pensions and Bevoluiiouary Claims, K> 
consist of Are ni<-mb«rs. 

A Commitiec on Claims, to consist of Ave inembm. 

A Commitiec on the DIsiriet of Columbia, to consist of 
seven memben. 

A Cumouuee an Patents and tbe Patent Office, to con- 
slstnf five members. 

A Committee nn Public %nfldingB and Grounds, (o con- 
sist of five mciubera, who shall linve power also to act 
Jointly with the same Committee of tlie House of Repre- 
seniaUves. / 

A Committee on Territories, to consist of seven members. 

A Conimiltse on the Library, to consist of Ave memtiers. 

A Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses atthe Senate, lo consist offlve members, to wliom 
shall b^nferred all resolotiuns directing tbe paynienl of 
money out of the contingent fund of tbe Senate, or cre- 
ating a charge on thit same. 

A Committee on Printing, lo consist of tbree members, 
to whom sbaii be referred every question on the printing 
nf documents, reports, or othermatiertnuisnilued by either 
of tile ExecuUvc Department*, and all memorials, petitions, 
occtimpanying itocunienu, together with all other matter 
the printing of whicti shall t>c moved, eicepUng bills ori- 
glnaUng in (Congress, resolutions offered by any Benaior, 
communications froni the Legislniurc)', orcfKircntions law- 
fully called, ofibe respective States, and motions to print 
by order of the standing cummittecs of Ilie Senate. Mo- 
tions to print additional numbers shall likewise be referred 
to said committee ; and when the reuort sliall be in fbvor 
of priming additional numbers, it shaJl be accompanied by 
anoBliinate oflhc probable cost ; and it shall be the duty 
of such Committee on Printlsg to report, in every case, In 
one day, orsooner. If practicable ; the said committee shall 
also supervise and direct the procnring of maps and dnw- 
Ings accompanying documents ordered to be printed. 

A Committee on En^ronscd Bills, to consist of three mem- 
bets. whose duty it shall be to examine ail bills, amend- 
ments, resolutions, or motions, before they go out of the 
possession of the Senate ; and shall deliver the same to the 
Secretary of the Senate, wlio sliall enter upon tlie Joutna) 
that the same have been eorrccily engrossed. 

A Committee on Enrolled Hills to consist of three mem- 
ben. 

Eacb of tlie foriigoing commiUces shall be entitled to em- 
ploy a clerk, wlili the exception of the six following, which 
shall not be entitled Ina clerk, viz : 

1. The Committee nn Patents nnd tlie Potent Office. 

S. The Committee on Public BuiidiDgsaudOrouods. 

3. Tlie Committee to Audit and Control- the CoBtlngent 
Expenses oftiie Senate. 

4. The Committee on tbe Library. 

5. 1'he Committee on Enfrossed Bills, 
e. The Commluee on Enrolled Bills. 

Tbe clerks of tbe Committees on Finance, Minting, and 
OMans, riian bs psnnansttclsrl»,st a aslaiy Bf fl^ par 



The clerks employed by all tiio other commiupoa shall 
receive a compensailon of six dollars per diem during the 
time uf their actual emnloyment, Sundays included, and at 
the close of ihe second session of eaeh Congresa aball be 
entitled lo an extra compeasatloo, eqasl to the amount of 
tbeir per diem fbr sixty days. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Did the Senator from 
Louisiana accept the amendment proposed by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Anhira 
[Mr. Wbllkr] at the regular session, increasing 

the Committee on Military Affairs to seven mem- 
bers ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 make no objection. I 
have no authority to accept an amendment in 
behalf of a special commttlee, but 1 make no op- , 
position on my own part. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to make a suggestion 
in relation to the disposition of this matter. It 
is familiar to those who have been members of 
the Senate heretofore, that this subject has been 
examined by a committee, of which the honor- 
able Senator from Louisiana was chairman, and 
that be made a written report; but the subject 
was not acted on definitely by the late Senate 
before its adjournment. It is to be observed, that 
now it comes into the Senate not as such a report, 
fbr all the business of the last session is ended 
and disposed of in some way or other, and ihun 
can only be regarded as a new preposition, so br 
OS this Senate is concerned, presented by the 
.honorable Senator from Louisiana. While I, for 
one, should be very glad to go on and dispose of it, 
I remember, at the same time, that some members 
of the present Senate are entirely unacquainted 
with the whole subject, and they have ute same 
interest in it that we all have. eAs there osn be 
no necessity for immediate ncLiun, I suggest to 
tho Senate that it had better lie overuntil to-mor- 
row. In the mean time, those who have now 
come imo the Senate will have an opportunity to 
see the report, and we can then talte it ap anl 
dispose of it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I presume there will 
be very little difference of opinion as to what I 
desire, and I wish to perfect ilie proposition while 
it is before the Senate. The Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs really performs as much labor as 
any committee of the Senate. In addition to the 
ordinary duties of a Committee on Military Af- 
fairs this report devolves on them all the duties 
formerly dischaiged by the Committee on the 
Militia. While increasing tbe duty, it dimin- 
ishes the number of members of the commitiec. 
I trust there will be no oppoaition to incieasing 
the number of tbe committee to seven. I movo 
that amendment. 

While I am on the floor, I wish to inquire of 
the Senator from Louisiana, whatis his object in 
introducing the clause requiring the Commitlse 
on Printing to report in every case within one 
day, or sooner if possible? 

Mr. STUART. lunderstoodtheScnatorfrom 
Now York to object to the considcnuion of this 
question to-day. If so, it cannot be eonsidsred. 

^he VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 
understand the Senator from New York to object 
to the consideration of the resolution. If so, it 
must lie over. 

Mr. Sl'UART. I inquire of the Senntorfrom 
New York, if I understood him correctly as ob- 
jecting to th<> consideration of tbe resolution ? 

Mr. SEWARD. I did not object to its con- 
sideration. I merely made a su^estion to the 
Senate as to the proper course of proceedings 

Mr. PiTZPATRtCK. What I have aaid is 
pertinent to tbe question. I invite the attention 
of tbe Senate to the propriety of the amendment 
I have moved. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Alabama will please suspend his remarks for a 
moment. The Chair considers this an original 
resolution presented by the Senator from Louis- 
iana; and if oE^eted to, it must lie over under 
the rules. If there be no objection, the Senator 
from Alabama will proceed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. This is tho 
beginning of a new Senate, and everything should 
commence ie luws. Wc have no rules; we have 
no committees; we have nothing preparatory to 
I^islation. I object to debating gone-by business. 
It my objection can be powerful enough to pre- 
vent iu coniidemUon, and make it lie over until 
next nnion, I object to it. 
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Tb« VICE PRESIDENT. Obfeetion bein^ 
made to the conaidention of the reeolution, it 
vill lie over until to-morrov. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senator from 
Kentucky will withdraw hia objection. Itia man- 
ifiiat that Ibere ia moch to be done at the praaent 
aeaaioD, and we have time enough now to do it. 
It 18 the ordinarycourae, I understAnd, to arrange 
these raattera at the beginning of the aeasion. 

Mr. THOMPSON.of Kentucky. I withdraw 
my objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The lesoluUoo is 
befon the Senate. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I wiah to ioqaire of 
the Senator ftom LoQisianathe object of roquiring 
the Committee on Printing to report in one day or 
■ooner if poaaible^ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wiU read lo my friend 
from Alabama the exiating rule of the Senate on 
tbat aubjeet, which we aaw no motive for chang- 
ing: "and it ahall be the diityof auch Commiuee 
00 Printing to report in CTery caae in one day, or 
aoonerifpractieable." That ia now the atanding 
lule. We propoae no cbanse in it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Tbatrulefaaanotbeen 
f^warred aiqee the Commlttne on Printing waa 
formed. It ia physically impossible for tbat com- 
mittee to report in one day on every proposition 
referred to them. I move to strike out tliat restric- 
tion, so as to leave the Committee on Printing a 
reasonable time to consider questions, and not 
require them todisr^ard the rules of the Senate. 
If they attended to no other maitcrfi, the busineaa 
before the Committee on Printing is enough to 
require the attention of its members the whole 
time. To insist on their reporting in one day, ia 
an invidioua diatinctioD a^nat tiirm, which I 
tniat the Senate will not impoae upon the Com- 
mittee on Printing. I more to atrike out that 
reatriction. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In answer to the objec- 
tion of the Senator from Alabama, who has been, 
like myself, a member of the Committee on Print- 
ing for some years paat, I will state to htm that 
Uie select committee to which this subject was 
referred made a very essential modification in the 
rule in reference to the duties of the Committee 
ea Printiar, at my suggeation. By comparing 
the aaw nua with the ^d one, ha will find that 
nieh a modification waa made. It has been cus- 
tom ary, under the old rule, to'print certain exec- 
utive doGumcnta sent here, as a matter of courae, 
without first referring them to the Committee on 
Printing. It haa been found in practice, that 
printing these documenU at once, without any 
consideration, has led to considarabla abuae. If 
they go to the Committee on Printing, the proba- 
bility is, that in manycasea thatcommiitee would 
properly report against printing them at all, and 
thus save a very consideriUiie expense. For 
instance, a member, for some purpose of his own , 
or to gratify some friend, moves a resolution 
calling for the proceeding of a court-martial, or 
•omeUiing of thatkind. Tbose proceedings come 
here, and prove to be a very large bundle of 
papers, making a considerable volume — a volume 
in which nobody in the Senate, and hardly any- 
body in the country, ia interested. A motion to 
print ia mide, and no one feeling any interest in 
the subject, tiiat motion is agreed to as a matter 
of course, and the printing takes place; when, 
if it were referred to the Committee on Printing, 
they would examine the matter, and in many 
cases find that the printing was entirely unneces- 
aary for the action of the Senate, and thua the 
•zpense of printing would be saved. 

Again, it has been sug^sted in regard to the 
President's message and accompanying docu- 
ments, that a very considen^le portion of those 
doeumenta an merv uaeleaa matter for parpoaea 
«f public diatribation — such aa bids made for con- 
tracts, and iumaof that deacripticHt, which are 
irf no general interest whatever, and communicate 
no information of any value to the country. By 
referring, to the Committee on Printing doeumenta 
of that deacription, they might be very much lesa- 
•ned in lize, and thua a large expense would be 
■aved. Thealteration in the rule to which I have 
alluded, ia to provide for referring all docamenft, 
except certain legislative documents — such as 
reports of committeea~-to tbe Committee on Print- 
isf inthefiratinatance. That mggeatioo, which 



was made by me, the Bpectal commitiM on thia 
subject adopted; and I hope the Senate will adopt 

it. 

The other portion to which the Senator from 
Alabama has alluded, he will aee, on examin- 
ation, has heretofore been part of the rule. It ia 
merely put in for the purpose of hastening the 
action of the Committee on Printing. It ia not 
' rigidly enforced. It ia not expected that in all 
cases the Committee on Printing will report within 
twenty-four hours, but in many cases there ia 
no difficulty in doing so, and it aught to be done. 
Where they need more time, they can undoubt- 
edly take it, and a report is proper if it cornea in 
after a day hne piuised. Aa a general rule, while 
I have been a member of the committee, we have 
endeavored — I think the honomble chairman will 
I bear me out in the assertion— to make ourrenorts 
cenceming printing just as soon aa we could. If 
I we could make tlicm in twenty-four hours we 
I have done so. If we had not the information to 
j enable us to do it we deferred the report. We 
1 have never found the slightest practical difBculty 
I in regard lo this portion of the rule. 1 dare say 
I none would ever be found. It may as well stand 
as it ia — a hint to the Committee on Printing that 
< they arc expected to make their reports with as 
much speed as is practicable under the circum- 
stances. I see no object in striking outthis por- 
tion of the rule, because my own experience ia, 
that has been productive of no sort of practical 
harm or inconvenience. At tbesametime, how- 
ever, I am not disposed to be atrenuooa in rela- 
tion to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Alabama 
to atrike out that portion of the proposed rule 
which requires ^e Committee on Printing to re- 
port in every caae within one day or sooner if 
practicab le. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I concur in the alter- 
ation of the rule suggested by 'the Senator from 
Maine aa salutary and proper; but I ask him if 
he is not aware, as a memoer of the Committee 
on Printing, that we have, complied with the 
requirement that we shall report in one day only 
in special instances, where from the importunities 
of gentlemen submitting motions to print, we 
have been induced to reportin a short time. I am 
not willing to act under a rule and yet be obliged 
to refuse to conform to its requirements. 

Besides, the adoption of this feature now, when 
we are framing a new rutef would aeem to imply 
an official delinquency on the part of the PrinUng 
Committee if Uiey-do not hereafter report within 
one day of^er a proposition ia submitted to them. 
My colleagues on that committee will bear me 
witness to the fact, that there have been coses 
before us in re^trd to which it would beyholly 
impossible, unless we neglected all our other 
duties, to comply with this provision. As I have 
said, I do not like to act under a rule unless I can 
conform to its requirements aa a member of the 
Committee on Printing, if I am to continue on 
that committee. Matters come before that com- 
mittee, and are likely to be before dt hereafter to 
attend to, which would require almost the whole 
time of the members in the committee-room, with- 
out attending to business in the Senate. The 
members of that committee are members of other 
committees, and they have notalwaya time imme- 
diately to attend to every propoaiUon that may 
be reierred to them. I see no proprietyin reqtiur- 
ing that committee to do what the Senate knowa 
they cannot do. When matters of this kind are 
referred to the committee, there is an implied 
obligation that they will take them up and con- 
sider them at the earliest practicable period, with- 
out the additional requirement of a provision of 
this kind in tbe rules. If the committee should 
be unmtndflil of it, I venture to say Uie eentleman 
introducing the subject to the notice of toe Senate 
would very soon remind the committee of the 
necessity of prompt action. I move to strike out 
this clan8e,so as to letthe Committee on Printing 
stand on the same footing as all other commit- 
tees. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 waa glad to hear the Sen- 
ator from Maine, my colleague on the Priming 
Committee, speak as he has spoken of the diU- 

fence of tbat committee in the performance of its 
uties. I concur with him in much that ho Iwi 



laid. At the aam« time, I nnut aay Aat I thiidc 
the provision incorporated into the proposed rule 
by tne Senator from Louiaisoa is unjust to that 

committee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Allow me to remind the 
Senator fh>m Arkansas that it is not incorporated 
by the Senator from Louisiana, but it is one of 
the standing rules of the Senate, and haa been so 
ever since we have been members of tbe committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then it is now to be made 
a law on us by another declaration. If it was a 
aiandiug rule before, and waa not abrogated, I 
presume the practice under it might bnTo jualibd 
the course hitherto taken. But now here is a 
clear declaration that the Committee on Printing 
shall, in every case, report in one day or sooner, 
if practicable. If that was the ruleMfore, it is 
now to be reenocted and reenforced more clearly. 
In order to do this, that committee i^ust hold a 
meeting every day when an order for pnntio' is 
referred to it, ana this will throw on it a burden 
that will prevent its members from attending to 
any other committee duties. I am not wiUing 
to stand in that attitude, or to be ihus coera». 
There are many matters referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing which not only do not need im- 
mediate action, but ought never to be acted upon 
at all; and there are many of them that the com- 
mittee never docs act upon, because that has 
seemed to be the most agreeable method to the 
Senate; and, as we believed, the moat sensible 
manner of managing[ auch subjects. 

Now, the Senate is called upon to enact into 
a positive rule, that the Committee on Printing 
shall, in every case, report in one day or sooner, 
if practicable. I object to it on personal grounds. 
If any such provision waa in the old rule I never 
knew it. Irit be now adopted, the reialtwitl be, 
that the first time the feelings of a Senator become 
excited for the want of a report from the commit- 
tee on some proposition of nis, he can rise on this 
floor, and aseail me as a member of the commit- 
tee, if I should be on it; and I shall certainly not 
be on it if this provision be adopted. A Senator, 
excited and irritated because hia business is not 
reported upon Immediately, can rise, and charge 
upon tlie committee a violalion of the rules <^ 
this body. He can point them to this provision, 
and say: "Here is th« lawunder which jon act, 
and vou have biled in the discharge of your da- 
ties. " Before his intemperance carried him tm 
far, I should like to be able to give him back that 
which he sent me ; but here 1 anould have atariog 
me in the face this provision of the rule. I do 
not desire to be placed in an attitude where gen- 
tlemen are invited to aaaail ma with the anthcwUy 
of hw on their sida, when I know tbat my eonna 
is just and right. 

This rule aaya that the Committee on Printing 
shall report in one day or sooner if pmcticable. 
Who aver.heard of sudi a. thing in r^aird to any 
other matter on the face of the earth ? Was any 
such regulation ever made in retard to any other 
committee? Is it not presumable that if ihere ba 
a necessity for an immediate report, the commit' 
it thatclerks are necessary for certain committeea. 
tec will be honest enough and intelligent enough 
toseeit.' Unless tbe Priniin^ommitteehan been 
derelict, I see no reaaon for laying auch exin 
bonds on their shoulders. 

I truat the Senate will not adopt a reaolution 
of this character. If they do, I aball certainly 
aak the Senate to axeose me from aerrin^ on thai 
committee. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. AndaoshnUI. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do n<n want to nam on it 
anyhow. Itia the most loatheaome. committee 
in the body to serve upon in many pointa of 
view. If I am to nerve (m it any longer^ this 
requirement must not ba jMit on me. I do not 
believe the authority of this body can ronks nw 
submit to it and serve on that committee. 

Mr. STUART. I am very desirous, aa on« 
member of this body, to retain on the Committee 
on Printing my honorable friends from Arkansas 
and Alabama; and I think the Senate may, with 
great propriety, agree to the amendment which 
they sug^st, although it has been correctly said 
by the honorable Senator from Maine, that this 

firovision of the rule proposed by the Senator 
rom Louisiana is a precise copy of the rule aa it 
now atondai and althiwg^ itii uue (hy U doM not 
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v^utn that oewiWa to wfttii in a 4ftT anlen 

t 18 practicable to report in a day, ana if it ia 
incticable to report aoooar, ibiij aM to report 
looner. We have a riglit at apy lima to pa« a 
evolution of thaiSmale iMtniotinc »ay commit- 
6e of thia body to Mort according to our pleas- 
ire. If (beSMiiUe Ifaink tbera haa baan unoe- 
«aMury or iacoBvinttot M9.7, tbaf maf rectify 
t at any memsat by adopling a reaolnUoo Uiat 
be committae abaQ rwort fbnhwitk or at » par- 
wulu- tinw. fieiag pr o|mho« Uiat thiiB eanuait- 
M, mm Mir wffuuzail* w OM at fmat Ti^iaaee 
nd exoeedinf iMeAilnapain tUa body, I think th« 
lenate Bwy. wH^ut Mr aort of fear 0/ injury 
>r delay to the publia naiaeaa, make auen an 
mendment to tbu nikaabaa been moved by the 
tonovable Seaator frtm AJafaiun*. That will 
ilaee (be Committee 00 Printug on (ha aame 
iCNKMg M •very oUwr DamouKae of the body, 
vhkh ia, and on be. otSwrnint to none, and viU 
iertainly anawar erory buafaeM otfiect ttet we 
lave in view. 

Mr. FES8ENDEN. I do not daaicn to debate 
kia nnuw, bat vnfly leex^un it, boeauae it 
itrikw we Uwra in a pant deal of unneeeaaary 
eeling in rmrd to it. llie Sanalor fVon Ark- 
UMWB, the Senator from Alabama, and myaoir, 
tave served on the PrintiDg Oemmit^ for three 
w fowr yaan tecetber, and we never found out 
mtil thia moraiiw kow mneh we bad altered an 
mnnequenea of this rule. We have now found 
rat how muck we have aMfieredi nod kow muck 
■re are likriy to suffer. The tnttb ia, Uiat if the 
ixpreaaion la' pointed right, if you pot a comma 
iA«r the word " day," and tk«n another comma 
kfter tha word ** aooner," ikare iano Kquiiement 
hat thn awnnttttM ahnll report in mm day. onleBa 
t be praetioable. Thua pointed, the provieion 
-eada: " It ahall be the duly of suoh Committee 
>B Printing to report, in every eaaa, in one day, 
»r sooner, if pcnetitable;" ao tlMt the words " if 
>rae«icablB" apply as muek ta Uis " one day" aa 
\o tho**waoonar,"aoditkaabeenaoeonatrued 
sraclically. Aa a matter of fret, the committee 
itaa gone on and dene it* d«ty, and reported Juet 
iM soon u was piaeticahle, and therefore has 
Miniplied Bieiatty with tks rale. If, howevfr, 
uiybody baa anyotgaetiMtoiheratantimof tkia 
Unune, iken is no mason why it shovid not be 
itrieken out. I rose not to dewod it, but aimplv 
.0 any that, finding it there and kaowiu that it 
nad never done any harm in the world, f simply 
left it then. If the members of the Committee 
>n Printing desire it to be atricken oat, 1 have no 
abjection to atriking it out. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Aa to the remark in regaird 
\o what I have Buffered, I have only to aay that 
[ never was aware before that there was any such 
3rovisioa ia the rale. If then an thtfae hen 
rho an skiUfiU in ndea, and peculiarly Tetsed in 
hem, I mnst say that their stndiea have taken a 
rery different direction fhrn nflne. I believe ao 
>xaminatioB of the nilM must tdce a great deal 
>f time. I have no doubt the mind which haa 
nade such an examinatioa is considerably im- 
Mtived. ItcertainlT would be a great task, unlaaa 
I man were compelled to undwtake it in ordar to 
be aUc to pnaide in the chair. We are well 
iware that few memben know the rules. I doubt 
whether fire gentlemea in thia body were ever 
oefore awan that there waa is thia rate any such 
requisition on the Commitiaa nn Printing. Now 
we all know it, for attention ia eallsd to it. I am 
not williag thu it ahnll be adopted, and if it be, 
I shaii not oansaat to asrva longer on that eom- 
niitee. 

Mr. FITZPATR1CK. I concur with (be choii^ 
aian of the Commutae on Printing, [Mr. Jotm- 
>0H.] Allhottj^ I have been a member of ihat 
xnnmittee for fonr yean. I never before knew 
'.hat there wae auch a reouirement in the rule. I 
liBve endeavored to diaonarge my duty aa soon 
is posaible. If this pro?iaion ia now to be made 
l)y a vote of the Smale, I very ftanUy lay I do 
not deaire to be longer a memlwr of thia oommit- 
Lee. Why will not gentlemen leave us aa other 
wmmitteesarolefl? Of coarse the eoramittee will 
in e ver3F ease report aa soon as practicable , wiUtou t 
there being such a reiiuirement in the ruie. 

The VICE PRBSIDBNT. The queaUoo is 
■n tha anendoMat of the Senator firon Alabama. 

Tha aaondmaBt wM agrwd ta. 
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Mr. SITZPATRICK. WUI tha Senator ftora 
Louisiana aeree to the amendment to aubatitute 
seven for five memben en the Committee on 
Military Affaire i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I had the honor before to 
tell my friend frcn Alabama that I had no objec- 
tion individually. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I offv that amend- 
ment. 

' The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PBARCE. I wish to make a saggeaUon 
to the Senator from Louisiana which, perbapa. 
will anawer my purpose, and without movmg 
any amendment. The separate rules of Uie Sen- 
'ate praacribe what committees shall be appointed, 
andof what number of memben they shall con- 
siat, with one ezcep(ion< Then ia one commit- 
tee which is appointed under the authority of a 
joint rule of the two Houaaa, ud I think, thera- 
fDre, it is not proper for na to interlbre with that 
eommittee under this separate plan of the Senate. 
The 90th joint rule prescribes that there ahall be 
a Joint Committee on the Ltbrary, to consist of 
three memben on the part of the Senate, and 
three on the part of the Houae of Representa- 
tives. The reasons for this are very obvious, 
and i think very proper. Inasmuch aa ihiacom- 
mittee is the creation of the joint rule of the two 
Houaes, it seems to me proper (hat it should be 
nndistorbod, until by the action of the two 
Houses that joint rale be changed. I lu^ the 
Senator (kom Looistana will asaent to striking 
from hia resolution that portion of it which re- 
lataa to the Commtltea on the Library, and leave 
it until the next aeasion, when, if it be daairnUe, 
Uie two Houaes can maka any chni^ which 
may be required. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection to 
that. The prepoaition for (he amendment of the 
34th rate of the Senate, as I hare submitted it, 
was agreed to unanimoualy by t.e five memben 
of the oenata who were appointed ■ ^leeial com- 
mittae for that purpose at the last aeaaion. I do 
not feel juatifiad in accepting any profwsition on 
behaff of the committae, but individually 1 make 
no ol^eotion to this change. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move, then, that so much 
of the resolution as relates to the Committee on 
the Library be stricken cut. Let it stand under 
the jomt rule of the two Houaea which created 
the committee, preacribed the number of ita mem- 
ben, and defined ita duties. My amendment ia 
to strike out the words <ftt Committee on the 
Library, to emtsist of five memben. " 

Mr. FE88ENDBN. I surest whether it 
would not be as well aimidy lo strike out ** five 
memben,*' and insert *■ three memben," which 
is the present number. 

Mr./EARCE. In the original 34th rule of 
the Senate there is nolhinr said about the Com- 
mittee on the Library. Iliia eommittee has ita 
organization prescribed by a Joint rule of the two 
Houaea. I desire it to remain under the joint 
rule, unaffected by any action here. 

Mr. PBScjENDEN. Very well. 

The amendment woe agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I desire to offer an amendment 
as to the Committee on Pensions. I move to 
amend thst portion of the resolution which relates 
to that committee by atriking ont ** five mem- 
ben," and inserting *■ seven memben." lliat 
committee had upwards of two hundred cases 
before it at the last seasion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection. 

Mr. FOSTER. It will be noticed that the 
resolution now before the Senate proposes to 
connect with the Committee on Pensiona the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, which ia 
now a separate committee. The naolution pro- 
poses to mei^ these two committees into one. I 
wiah to keep them divided, and I shall ofier an 
amendment for that purpose after the amendment 
of the Senator from Iowa shall have been dis- 
posed of. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. Oneportion of thia reaolntion 
providea that certain committees shall Qot have 
clerks. Among those ia the Committee on Public 
Building. 1 move to amend the reaolutioo by 
sinking oat that committee from that portion of 
tha naohiiinii tha €#«ot of whioh willlw to g ivn 
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it a alark. I ha*a baaa chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings for four sessions of 
CoivresB 

iiT. FESSBNDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
the propriety of withholding that amendment 
until we come to the consideration of the employ- 
ment of (derks. Let us fint fix the number of 
committees and of their Bwii^ien, and provida 
for clerhn afterwards. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not know that then ia 
any particular order to be observed in disposioK 
of tkw quastion. I take it die reaolntion is n wfon 
ua as a whole. I offer thia amaodmant to it; and 
I ask for the sense of the Senate upon it. I wiah 
to state, in a very few wordp, my reasons for the 
amendment, and I do not know that it will lead 
to debate. If the Senate refUsea to allow this 
committee a olerk, which it haa had since I have 
been a member of it, I shall certainly ask the 
Senate to excuse sae from service aa the choirmaa 
of the Committee on Public Buildings. The 
reason whyaclerk to this committee is neceaaary 
is simply that iu duties are not divisible, as an 
those of other committees. Tba ■nembam net 
more as an adviaery body, and aa a check on the 
chairman, than to save bim firom any labor. Tha 
Coounittee on the Library, for all those matten 
which require time and labor, have the officers of 
(he Library to attend to them, and to make the 
inouiriea neceasary for the purpoae of giving 
iniDnaation to tba committee. The chairman or 
the Commktee on Public Buildings must acquire 
a great deal of information in regard to matten 
comingbeforethecommittee. Todotfaia,requirea 
more tune than 1, consistandv with my dntws on 
other committaea, could unoartafce to give to it 
withouthaving a elerit. I think the qiecial con- 
mittee have not weighed the fact that of neceasity 
the entire duties 01 the Committee on Pubhe 
Buildings, so far-aa labon an concerned, devolve 
on thee lairman, and are not divisible among tba 
memben. 1 think than ahonld be a clerk to that 
committee. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, I have bsfora me a list of 
all the eommittees of the Senate, and of the num- 
ber of aubjecu rafernd to each committee at tha 
fint aesston of tbeThirty-FoonbCongreaafWith 
the number of reporU londa by each oommitlas. 
In looking at thia liat^ it could not but strike thoaa 
who were engaged in revising the rules of tha 
Senate that there waa an abuse so far as regarda 
the employment of clerks by the committees. 
For instance: the Committee on Commerce had 
two hundred and twenty-eight references, and 
made one hundred and ten reporU; the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affaire had two hundred and thir- 
teen references, and made one hundred and for- 
ty-eight reporU; and so on. Numerous other 
eommittees hod refecenees by hundreds, and 
made r^wris by'doxena. Taa Commitiaa oa 
Public Bmldings bad reforrod to thsm seven mat- 
ten, and made not one nport. Upon this ex- 
hibit, the special committee af^tointed to revisa 
the rules of the Senate could notperceiveonwbat 
ground the Committee on Public Buildings could 
expect to have a clerk retained in ita service. If, 
however, aa my friend from DeUwnn aaya, it ia 
absolutely eesential, from the natun of the buai- 
ness of that committae, to retain a clerk, I per- 
sonally can make no objection; but with the 
oxhibit of the business ortbe committees, it cer> 
tainly^ipenrad to os that no clerk was neeeiasrj 
for that comiaiuea. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the data of the bononbla 
Senator were the true basis of calculation— # that 
waa the true mode of estimating the labor of tha 
committee, undoubtedly his conclusion would be 
correct; but the matten referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings do not require rmiorta to ha 
made. In many caaes we have aalnd to be dis- 
charged without any further report. There are 
dutiea connected with the Committee on Public 
Boildinga outside of all references of individual 
patitiona or other matten requiring investigation, 
and aa I atated before, the labor of that innati- 
gation falls entirely on the chairman of the com- 
mittee. I do not aay that it is seven iotelleetual 
labor, but it occu p iea time. There is information 
to be collected ; anv if the chairman is obliged to 
attend to it, he must necessarily devote his wbola 
tiau to it, 10 the sxdaaion of oisdaiiap on other 
nopwut tes s. X hava oeetmi«s2 position^ a. 
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member of ihe Committeefl on the Judieiarf and 
on the Library, and I know thakyou cannot tell, 
from the number or reports alone, what is the ex- 
tent of labor of a commiitM. 1 know in rmrd 
to one of the committees of this body of wnieb 
I waa formerly a member, one half of the reports 
were made by the clerk. Diflfering from some 
gentlemen with whom I had conversation on the 
BubJi'Ct, under no circumstances would I, as a 
member of a committee, eier permit a clerk to 
draw up R report for me. I shoald dimw'it up my- 
self, and he mi'ht copy it. I would never intrust 
to him the power of making a report. I do not 
think that is the properusc of nclerk. I am per- 
fectly satisfied thai any gentleman who takes the 
position will find that tne labor of chairman of 
tbe Committee on Public Buildings is greater than 
he anticipated— (hat it ts labbr which requires 
time to perform, end more time than he can adbrd, 
consistently with his other duties, without a clerk. 
I have no objection to remaining on that commit- 
tee as a member, but I shciil certainly ask to be 
excused from serving as chairman if that commit- 
tee lie denied a clerk. 

Mr. PESSENDEN. The special committee 
were obliged to act on some sort of principle in 
relation to the matter intrusted to them. I Know 
It is a very invidious matter to talk about these 
clerks, and to ollow them to some committees and 
refuse them to others. When I was a member 
of the other House of Congress, adozen or more 
years a^o, there were but two or three commit- 
tees in the Senate or the House of Representatives 
to which clerks were allowed. It has got to be 
the case now that every committee has a clerk, 
whether it has anything to do or not, and it is 
substantially the case with many of them that 
the clerk is simply clerk of the chairman, to do 
his private business. If we are to sanction that 
syptem, I do not see why each member of the 
»?nate should not have a clerk just bsw4>1I as the 
chairman of a committee which has no business 
far a clerk to do. I take it the Committee on 
Public Huildings has no other business to do but 
what is referred to it by the Senate. If it has 
anything to do, it must be in regard to matters 
put in Its charge by the Senate. The exhibit 
whieh the Senator from Lotiiaiana has made, 
HhoWB that in nine months only seven matters 
were referred to it, and no report made on any 
on>! of them. The honorable Senator from Del- 
aware says that it ia nevertheless a position the 
buainc!>s of which takes time, t should be happy 
if ho would explain to me what kind of business 
that committee has to do which ia not referred to 
it by the Senate of the United States, and what 
it in tbnl takes time. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish the honorable Senator 
■wTrea member of the committee. Ifhewere, he 
would find out. Ho reports were made, because 
they were deemed unnecessary in those cases; but 
tlic subjects were all considered and investigated, 
and that required time and labor on the part of the 
chairman. I am no architect; and I do not pro- 
fess to have any particalar knowledge of the build- 
ings and grouuda vpon which frork is going on 
here. I must obtam the information necessary 
to understand the appropriations which I have to 
recommend forpublicworks— such as your dome, 
your waier-worka, your Capitol extension, on 
which I am entirely uninstructcd, unless I obtain 
information byapecific inquiry. Does the honor- 
able fSenator aujifiose that does not take time If 
he wer*" placed in my situation, lie would find 
thai it lakea a great deal of time. It is diffi- 
cult for me to specify everything which requires 
lime at the hands of the chairman of theCommit- 
u-e on Public Buildings; and I can only slate the 
lonerttl result. The hotiorable Senator seems to 
isresnrd llu; fiict, that there are general duties 
oiincctcd with the supervision of the public 
grounds involving the necessity of going over 
nsccrtaining their locality, and learning 
what npproprinliona are necessary for their im* 
l>i nv(>mnnt. Thure are twenty or thirty or forty 
aptirnpriations naked for each session, and it re- 
quiri-s a great deal of time and labor to investigate 
iirid determine as to the propriety of allowing or 
disallowing them. These duties are necessarily 
indivisible. They derolve on the chairman. He 
brings the informatiofl which he collects before 
the committee, of an adTiiory body, to exjdaio 



these matters to them, and take their judgment 
on them. 

I made no report thie seaeton in two cases, 
which I did not examine simjriy from inability 
on account of aickneae to do ao; but every case 
referred to the committee ia alwaya the subject 
of examination and consideration. Repeatealy, 
instead of reporting on them, as we did not think 
any action necessary, we simply asked to be dis- 
charged. I have no desire to retain the position 
of chairman of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings. I only state what my experience is. 

Mr. PESSENDEX. We may as well settle 
this oueation in regard to the Committee on Public 
Builainge as any other. I know there is, and 
always has been on Ihepaitof the members of the 
Senate, a great aversion to objecting to the em- 
ployment of a clerk by any committee the chair- 
man of which desired that one should be ap- 
pointed; but still the matter must be settled one 
way or the other; we must either adopt tbe prin- 
ciple that every committee which asks for a clerk 
shall be allowed one, or we must go into an ex- 
amination and say that no committee shall be 
allowed a clerk, unless the business of that com- 
mittee is such as tn render a clerk necessary. A 
committee clerkship has cot to be an office, and 
an office which is sought for. Itiawellpaid. It 
add* to the expenses of the GhiTemDUDt. Unleae 
there is business for him to do, I see no veawn 
why a clerk should be appointed to a eommittM 
simply because a committee exists. 

I confess I am greatly at a loss to reconcile one 
of the ideas of the honorable Senator from Del- 
aware with another. He will not trust a clerk to 
draw up a report for liim; a clerk to him is a mere 
scribe to do writing under his direction. He 
wants toacquirr-cfrtain information. Can beget 
that informal iVom a common clerk ? He says 
he is unacqu • - d with architecture and the lay- 
ing out of pu'^!i ' grounds, that he is reouired to 
obtain info-nit!-nn on those aubjecta. Does he 
get it from a cierk ? 

Mr. BAYARD. Through a clerk. 

Mr. FEiiSENDEN. He can get it al well 
through a messenger. If the clerk ia merely to 
carry a letter to somebody else, and bring an 
answer back, it can be doue as well through a 
messenger, or through the post office, as through 
a clerk. I do not understand the logic and the 
facta the honorable Senator adduces. Unkaa the 
Senate ad >Dt the system thai every etmiiaitlae 
which desires a clerSaball have one for its con- 
venience, or the convenience of its chairman, I 
ace no reason why this committee should be 
allowed a clerk. If, however, the Senate choose 
to decide that a clerk shall be allowed in all cases, 
wherever one may be desired by the members 
composing a committee, ao be it; I can o|ily vote 
against it and let it go. 

Mr. BAYARD. This report allnws clerks to 
all committees except certain specified ones, to 
which they are not allouml. If 1 were disposed 
to enter into the matter, 1 oosld call on gentlemen 
to explain why and wherefore they except some 
and include ollter committees, and they would be 
unable, perhaps, to give the exact amount of labor 
they haa to perform, and the duties the clerk had 
to perform, as I have been in this coae. 
- The first of tlic excepted committees is the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills. Every one can 
easily understand that that committee requlreu 
no clerk. The bills are prepared, and all the 
members of the committee have to do is to read 
them over and attach lo them their initials, for 
the purpose of certifying that they are correct. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills is in asimilar 
poailton. The Committee on the Library is tbe 
next of the excepted ones. I have already ex- 
plained to the SL-nate that the officers connected 
with the library perform all the functions of n 
clerk for the Committee on the Library, without 
the necessity of tliere being a apceial clerk for 
that committee. But for that it would be obliged 
to have a clerk. Most of the labor falls on the 
chairman, and be would be obliged to have a 
clerk but for the assistance rendered him by the 
officers of the library. Thenexton the excepted 
list is the Committee to Audit end CnntrOt the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate. That ia a 
mere committee of deci^on. The accounts are 
laid befbra the committee ^ the Secretary of the 



Senate, and the committee doe* nothing but look 
over them and examine them. 

There are two others on this excepted list— 4ht 
Comontttea on Public Buildingaaml the Commtt- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. Aa to the 
Committee on Patents, I know so little about ita 
duties, never having been a member of it, that I 
cannot say whether tt ought to be excepted or not. 
These are the only two commttteea, in ftet, which 
are denied a clerk that could have any use for 
one; and as lo one of diese oommiiteea I cannot 
say that a clerk ia neeeasary. As to the other, I 
can. If I chose to go over the list, though it 
would be an invidious task, I think I could show 
that commituea have been allowed elerka whoaa 
abora are not neater or more onermu. 

Mr. PESSENDEN. 1 hare been a tMinber 
of tbe Committee on Patents fortwo Coofcreeaes. 
It apfTears from the record tiiat it haa a great deal 
more business to do than the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 1 do not know the 
number of subjects referred to the Committee oa 
Patent, but 1 know that it has made a very con- 
siderable number of reports; I have made some 
myself, and others have mode more. Still, my 
experience on that committee satisfied me that a 
clerk to it was of no manner of uee. He mar 
notify membera when tbe ineeiin(i ai« to be hen, 
request their attendance, and do a little writings 
Imt he is of no aervice to the labors of the com- 
mittee; and, therefore, at my su^eetion, that eom- 
millee was not allowed a clerk in this report. I 
thought we could make a saving there. 

Mr. BAYARD. Thelaborsofthatcommittec, 
I presume, are divisible, aud can be aasigned to 
its diflerent members. 

Mr. PESSENDEN. We might an well, on 
that principle, make the Committee on Pablie 
BuiliMnga consist of one member. I was not 
aware before that the Senator from Ddaware per- 
formed all the dutiea of that ooiumuee, and thai 
the other members of it were mere men of atraw. 
holding a place on the list, buinotdoing anything 
— not even thinking. 

Mr. BAYARD. I made no such appUeation 
as that the members of the committqp were mea 
of straw. The honorable Senator is not justified 
by anything I have said, in using such a remark. 
I spoke of the other members of the comnnittee 
as being advisory; their judgment is neceasarr; 
but I said the labin- fell not on them but on the 
chairman more peculiariy than in other commit- 
tees. If tbe honorable Senator quotea my lan- 
guage, I will thank him to slate it in my words, 
and not represent, or rather, misrepresent me as 
using a term in reference to the members of the 
committee, which I never made use of. 

Mr. PESSENDEN. 1 made no repreeentatioa 
whatever. 1 simply inferred, from whattheSen- 
ator did state, what the rest of the committee 
were. He said the duties were not divisible; that 
they all fell on the chairman; that he bad to do 
the whole. If that be the caae,of course the other 
members of the committee are mere nobodies. 
The Senator says the labora of that eomm ittee are 
not divisible, and therefbre I grant it to be so, 
though I cannot exactly comprehend why it ia. 
If we have referred seven subjects to a committea 
consisting of six members, I cannot see why one 
subject may not be committed to one member, 
and another to another, as ia done in oAer eases. 
I say again, according to the Senator's statement 
— not that I attempt to quote his language — as a 
matter of fact, ail the remaining members of the 
committee must be men of straw, and nothing else 
except advisory. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware is, in the clause 
" each of the foregoing committees shall be enti- 
tled to employ a clerk, with the exception of the 
six following, " to strike out of Uie excepted com- 
mittees the words, ** the Committee on Public 
Buildinn and Grounds.** 

Mr. PESSENDEN. I wish to test thai ques- 
tion, and I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY^. I shall vote with the chaii^ 
man of UieCommitteeon Public Buildings. When 
a Senator rises in his place here, and informs the 
Senate that it has devolved on him, as chairman 
of the committee, more labor than he can coon- 
nientiy peiforn, I am willing to take that state- 
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iem;and on UMtfrouiiddonelvillTOtfitogiTa 
,18 committee a Jerk. 
Mr. RUSK. 1 RbaU rote for it on that ground ; 
nd, besi'JeH, I hare a very strong conviction on 
\y own mino tbn t a ulerk is necessary to the Com- 
iittee 0)1 Pufoiit. Baildings. There is a very lai^ 
uml>er of public buildinga h«pe, and that com- 
liiieL* iTiust bave a great dral of labor to perform. 
n addition to this, my confidence in thecnairman 
f the Committee on Public Buildings induces nw 

> bnlieve that he would notaakforwbat was un- 
eceasary. 1 Aal\ therefore TOta for this amend< 
lent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. lapprehendthatifaderk 
I to be granted on ihe appiieation of a comoiit- 
the result of this movement is no change in 
le niluB at all. That is what is now done; and 
nder that practice what is the result? Nearly 
rery committee of this body has a clerk, no mat- 
r whether it has any business to do or not. 
low does thia happen r How is it that during the 
resent aeasion of Congress, committees which 
ive made no reports at all — committees, as was 
ated at a former session, that had never assem- 
ed, that had never bad a single meeting, have 
idclerks? ThiaiatheabuMwnichitwassoqght 
' correct. Now the special committee come in 
itb a proposition that certain committees shall 
ive clerks, and that certain others shall not hare 
em. It is objected to this report, or rather to 
« proposition now made by the Senator from 
ouisiana, that some person who was chairman 
' a committee during a former aession aaya it is 
■oper that committee should have a clerk, and 
e are told that we must vote to assign a clerk to 
at committee, because that statement is made, 
that be so, we have made by this movement 
) change at all. 

If this be done to-day* the same thing will be 
me to-morrow, for some of the other committees 
hich, according to this proposition, are to have 

> clerks. Some morning a member of another 
mmittee will rise and propose that it hare a 
:rlc. It will be enough that that suggestion is 
ade by a member of a committee and a clerk wilt 

granted if the practice be adopted to-day of 
lowing a clerk on such a suggestion. * 
These clerks are very convenient, I suppose, to 
me members of the committees; but if a cterk 
given as a mere eonvenienee u> the ehaiiman 
a committee, as was avowed at the last seasion, 
be made use of for the purpose of directing 
cumenta and performing other duties, clerks 
ght, with the same propriety, be assigned to 
ery member of this body. I am disposed to be 
verned by the report of the special committee 
lich has investigated this matter, which has 
iked into the suoject and examined the busi- 
9B of the various committees. We are told by 
Jiat clerks arc necessary for certain committees. 
try well; let na vote for them. It also tells tis 
er an examination and a comparison ot the 
ainesa oC the varioas committeea that certain 
tera do not need clerks. I hope the Senate 
U adhere to the report as it is made, and not in 
s instance establish the rule of giving a clerk 
svery committee which asks for one, no matter 
lether it has any business for a clerk or not. 
[ do not pretena to know what business may 

done by the particular committee which it is 
w said will need a clerk; but I prefer to be gov- 
led by the report of the special committee which 
B investigatM the aabject, and therefore, Ishtdl 
te oninat altowiaca clerk to this eommittae. 
Mr. MALLORY. The honorable Senator (mm 
nois does not treat the question with entire 
mesa; nor have theremarhs which he haamade 
ponded at all to the brief suggestion I addressed 
the Senate. He says we are aiboQt to establish 
ule giving a clerk to every committee on the 
re suggestion that one is wai^ted, and for the 
re purpose of fVanking documents. That is 
; thA point; nor is it what the Senator from 
[aware contends for. The Senator from Dela- 
re makes an exception of one committee, con- 
ing; the report in every other case to be correct. 
Die forhis proposition on the ground that when 
hairman oi a committee rises in his place and 
^rms the Senate that the public business com- 
.ted to his care requires a clerk, the inference 
of course, that unless we give him one the 
}lic interest will not be ao well ■absemdi and 



I think the judgment of that Senator is auperior 
to that of the whole Senate on such a point. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to inform gentlemen 
that there are no chairmen of committees on this 
Hootf and they have no right to speak for their 
committees. There i« no chairman; there are no 
committees now. The committeea have not yet 
been arranged for this session. 

Mr. PUGH. I have more regard fortheopin- 
ion of the Senator from Delaware, who has nerved 
upon theCommitteeon Public Buildings heretofore 
as chairman, than I have for tlie opinion of the se- 
lect committee, who know nothing tU)ont the busi- 
ness of thia eommittee. I am confirmed in that 
opinion when the chairman of the selectcommittee 
tellauson whatprinciples they have gone. Who- 
ever expected the Committee on Public Buildings 
to make reports in the shape of bills? Their 
businesa comes on the appropriation bills. I 
think the Senator from Delaware had the floor for 
three or four houra at the last aession, reporting 
amendments to the anAnnt of two or three mif 
lions of dollars to be placed on one appropriation 
bill. 

I shall vote to give this eommittee a clerk, and 
if any Senator will move to strike out the Com- 
mittee on Patents and Uie Patent Office fVom the 
excepted list, I shall vote to strike that out. I 
was a member of two committees at the last 
Congress, and I know that committee service is 
arduous and thankless. I know that members 
of Congress have correspondence of their own, 
and business of their own to attend to, and 1 will 
vote to give them every fhcility to relieve them 
from the troubles which beset them as members 
of committees. I have no doubt that, with the 
exception of the Committee on Contingent £x- 
penaea, the Committee on the Library, the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, and the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills, every committee of the Senate 
ought to have a clerk. As to the committees to 
which the Senator from Illinois refers that have 
no business, this report abolishes thenvall. By 
it we get rid of the Committee on Manufactures, 
the Committee on Agriculture, the Committee on 
the Militia, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, the C<Hnmitteeon Roads and Canals, and 
the Committeeon Retrenchment. I do not think 
we ought to abolish the CommiUee on Revolu- 
tionary Cbuma. I believe that will turn out to be 
a mistake, and we shall have to reatore that eom- 
mittee, 

Mr. FOSTER. I have given notice that I ahall 
move an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. PUOH. I shall vote with the Senator for 
that amendment; but the committees complained 
of are now abolished. It seems to me that by 
allowing clerks to the committees which I have 
named we shall not increase the expenses of the 
Senate. For my part, I shall vote to give each 
of those committees a clerk, and 1 have no doubt 
it will be>ft>und very beneficial. 

The qutetion being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Batabd, by yens and naySf reaullcd—yeas 
34, oaya 96; aa follows: 

YEAS — Menn. Bayard, Blgter, Bright, Broderlck, 
Bmwo, BuUer, Csmeron, Dougtoa, Pitch, FItzpBlnck, 
Oreeo. Joliiwcq), Jone*, Kennedy, Mallorv, Mmod, Pugb, 
Beid,EaBk,SKliasiian,8MHKHU,Slidiill,'tboiiwoa ofNow 
JerKy,sul WrlitifJa*. 

NAYS — MesHH. Bell of Tenneaiiee, Benjamin, Bigg*, 
Clay, Colltoier, Davis, Dlxoa, Duolittle, Durkm, Evana, 
FeMeiulen, Foot, FoMer, Hamlin, Harlan, Hounnn. Iver- 
■nu, Kina, Pearee, Seward, Suian, Toombs, Tnuobull, 
Wade, WUwn, aad Ynlee-as. *> ■ ^ 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move an amendment, in liift 
nineteen, to strike out the words "and revolu- 
tionary claims," and insert after line twenty, "A 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to consist 
of five members." The grounds on WhirJi I ask 
this are, I think, such aa to entitle thepropoeilion 
to the favorable consideration of the Senate. To 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, which 
the report proposes to abolish, there have been 
referred durii^ the past Congress 'one hundred 
and forty-aeven eaaea— a greater number of cases 
than hat been referred to almost any committee 
of this body. There are a few committees to 
which mora'buainess has been referred ; but when 
the character of the business is taken into con- 
sideration, I am persuaded it will be seen that 
thia omnn^eo has iMd aa much labor aa aajr 



eommittee of this body. The character of the 
queations referred to it is histofical, requiring 
research, time, and labor. Taking the nomber 
of cases, and the character of the ousiness, into 
account, I hazard nothing in saying (hat no eom- 
mittee has had more real labor then this. 

Under these cireumstancea, I hope this com- 
mittee will not be merged in another, and espe- 
cially in one that I think has really more businen 
than any committee of thia body — I mean the 
Committee on Pensions, for to that committee 
there were referred, during the first session of 
this Congress, two hundred and thirty cases — a 
greater number than to any other committee. 
Now, to put the Committee, on Revolutionary 
Claims with the Committee on Pensions, would 
be merging two of the most important committeea 
of thisMdy, and making an amount of businesa 
which would be really too onerous for one com- 
mittee to perform. It costs nothing to separata 
the committees. I hope my amendment will be 
I agreed to. 

I • IV^. BENJAMIN. I can make no opposition 
to the motion of the Senator from Connecticut. 
The special eumroiUee supposed the duties of 
the Committees on Penaiona and Revolutionary 
Claims might very well be united, inaamueh aa 
the subjects were germane to each other, and the 
legislation alt<wether of a beneficiary class; but 
the chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims [Mr. Evams] assures me that be does not 
consider that the business of that comniiitee can 
be performed by the Committee on Pensions, in 
adaitiun to the dutiea already devolved on that 
committee. He states to me that they are ardu- 
ous, and require much research. I shall cheer- 
fully agree that these two committees be retained. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PUOH. I move to amend the proposition 
by insertine before the words " A Committee on 
foreign Relations," the following: " A Commit- 
tee of Privileges and Elections, to consist of seven 
members." 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senator will 
give some reason for that proposition. It pro- 
poses the formation of a new committee, and I 
suppose has reference to a particular class of 
business which ma^ come before us at this ses- 
sion. This is certainly not to be adopted without 
some consideration, ai^d I hope the Senate will 
not agree to it simply because it is moved, unleaa 
some very^ood reasons be given for forming thia 
hew committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I am not now 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, but 
I have been for many years past. Since I have 
occupied that relation to this body, I think wa 
have had about seven cases of contested eleetiona. 
They are rather disagreeable subjects. In every 
parliamentary body, certainly in the Parliament 
o9 England and in almost all the State Legisla- 
tnrea, then are such committees air that proposed 
to be formed by my friend from Ohio. A com- 
mittee of privileges and elections is one that ought, 
of its own motion, to take up and consider ques- 
tions of contested election I have been in some 
mnsnre censured; as chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for not having taken that course 
in relation to contested elections heretofore, f 
think such a committee as that proposed by my 
friend from Ohio ought to be raiaea, and I shall 
vote most willingly for his amendment, 1 know, 
however, that, in doing so, it may be thought that 
1 desire to thfowoff some responsibility from mr 
own committee; but, at Uie proper time, I shall 
aak to be discharged from serving on any com- 
mittee. I have Men for ten yean on the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and for six yeara I served on it 
without a clerk. I must say, that I have had on 
that committee very able coadjutors, and 1 can 
never complain of the reminiscences connected 
with it. My frieod/rom North Carolina, whom 
I now see on the floor, [Mr. Badger,] served 
with me on that committee, and I used to make 
him work a little; and I have had on that com- 
mittee othar^ntleinen of whom I have very pleaa- 
ant leeolleetioaa. For the 6n% six yean that I 
served on it 1 did a great deal of work. For the 
last four years 1 have tried to make some of my 

Jouiig friends do a portion of the work — particu- 
triy my friend from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] aad 
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I My tbu « eomDiitUe ob priTilece* «nd eke- 
tioni ought to railed to take cognisance of caaea 
of diapuled electira attheflritday of thcMstioo, 
and to puige the body. No body oa earth ougbt 
to allow any foreign man to partteipal« in iu pro- 
eeed(;iga. If it ia formed on a proceeding in the 
nature of qua warranto that a man ia not entitled 
to a seat herS) there should be a committee whose 
baaineaa it ahould be to take ot^nisanee of ibat 
ftM. Haring proelained my purpose t« ask leave 
to be excus^ from serviae on any conmiitee, I 
take tbis occasion to say thnt I think my friends 
who will remain on the Judiciary Committee 
should be relieved from these casea. My friend 
from Georgia, IMr. Toombs,] my frirnd from 
Ohio, [Mr. Poon ,1 and my friend from Delaware, 
(Mr. Baiaro,] will probeuly remain on that com- 
mittee; and if to the Judiciary Committee are to 
be committed these cases, three men may be sc- 
Leeted to sit with them with a view to tnc very 
election com now pending. I am tired of using 
the proscriptivo ax to cut off the heada of my 
friends. 1 have had to do it in two or three in« 
Btaoees, but I do Bot nwaa to be pnwaeuliBgolGcer 
any longer. 

Mr. BKNJAMIN. lam sorry, Mr. President, 
that the amendmenu suggested by different Sen* 
atom should make me nse oftener than it is my 
habit to rise in the Senate, and oilener than is at 
all pleasant to me; but the proposition now pre- 
sented makes it -neeeaaary for me to say a few 
words. 

The Buggeation was made to the special com- 
mittee that it would be proper to raise a com- 
mittee on privileges and elections. The special 
committee was composed of five members. One 
was the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
[Mr. HiTNTEHj] another was the chairman of the 
Committee on Territprifip, [.Mr. DocGLAB;]athird 
was my friend from Maine, [Mr. Fe«»nubm;1 a 
fourth was Uie Senator from Pennsylvania, the 
chairroan of ihc Committee on Clsims at the last 
Congress, [Mr. Brudheau;] and the fifth was 
myself. On the proposition made to raise a com- 
mittee of tbis character, after debate, the vou 
was four ai^nst to one for it. The reaaona for 
that vote 1 will state-. 

It was suegestcd that there were very few cases 
ef contested elections iu the Senate. Unfortu- 
nately, at the lost Congress there were two or 
three cases, 1 believe, which was a very unusual 
Btate of things. There is but a single case now 
pending. It was suggested that the Committee 
on the Judiciary was one of the most important 
committees of the Senate; Uiat the gentlemen who 
composed it were selected for their legal and par* 
liamcntary experience, for their character, sland- 
ing, and intelligence, and were eminently capable 
oTdeciding those ^uostiona which ordinarilyarise 
ia relation to privileges and elections. Those 
quesiinns almost always involve purely Icgnl and 
eonatiiutionalctfiiaiderations; facts are very rarely 
at issue. Thelonatitution of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee rMidors it eminently adapted to the solu- 
tion of those (luestions which are raised in matters 
of contested election. We felt that no committee 
which coulil be raised for the special purpose 
could perform these duties so well as this com- 
mitteCf selected on the grounds I have juat sug- 



Purther, if a committee on privileges and elec- 
tiona be raised, as iu duties will Roeessarity be 
▼ery limited, as caaea must very rarely arise, it 
will be considered, in the course of lime, and in 
B very short time, as one of the inferior commit- 
tees M the bod y, as oae of the eommittees of least 
inporunce, as one of those oommittees on which 
mcmherseratnentfor their legal and constitutional 
learning will be least dispoaed to serve. The con- 
sequence will be that the committee will be a weak 
one, or if contested elections are expected to arisK, 
it will be a committee selected purely on party 
grounds. 

Now, nir, I think it may be aaid, with equal 
truth and pride, that up to the present time, in 
the Senate of the United States, questions of elec- 
tion have been decided in a manner eminently 
judiclil— very nicely indeed on partMan eonsid- 
orBtions. It is our objea to matntaiB tbis h^h 
character of the Senale, It is our object to main- 
tain it by referring these questions to a ConmUtee 
on the Judiciary, coippQfedof emitttst lawyets, 



laeo emuteaiin legal and coBsiitutioMl lore, whoaa 
high pride in their professional reputation will be 
the beat and moot perfect guarantee for impar- 
tiality in the reports which they shall make. 

Viewing tbe subject in ev^ aspect, we flsoDd 
it to be unwise and imprudent to aepartfrom the 
well beaten way, from tbe track of our facers, 
and launch into a new experiment for which we 
could see no necessity . Theaa wen the volif aa 
that acted on us. I Buneat them to Um f?naaif. 
sod leave the decision of the queKioa to its wis- 
dom. 

Mr. PUGH. • I did not say anything ia ofieriaf 
tbia amendment, because I ouppoeed. the Senate 
was convinced by iu experience of laat seoaiOB. 
and the previous session, of the neceoaity of auch 
acomraitioe; but the remarks of the Senator from 
Maine, and tlic Senator f>om-Louisiana. mke it 
necessary for me to refer to poiau which tk^ 
seem to mieundersUnd. 

The Senator from Louiiia&a aay* it WM Ilia 
way of our fathers to refW questions ofeontaaled 
election to the Committee on the Judiciary. It 
was demonstrated in a former debate, during the 
late session, that that practice had grown up 
within a very few years. As late as the year 
ISSI the settled practice of the Senate was to refer 
every case of contested election to a apecial com- 
mittee. That was tbe way of our Ihthers. But 
a case arose from Eentucky,between Mr. Dixon 
and Mr. Meriwether, whicn was a mere question 
of legal right, and that was oeol to ths Coousittee 
on the Judiciary, beeauae it was BOt tboiight 
neeeaaary to raise a apecial committee; and siaoe 
that time the Committee on the Judiciary has been 
overwhelmed and prostrated with these cases. 

What was tbe spectacle exhibited at the last 
session ? Twice, against tbe unanimous pretest 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, cases of elec- 
tion were sent to them; and what was tbe eoose- 
queitceP I took occasion to foretell iU Tbe whole 
business of that committee was overthrown. It 
was prevented from discharging tU duty. All iu 
time was token up, from m&ting to meeting. It 
became a mere committee on eleelions. ana all 
the duties which belonged to it aa a Committee 
on the Judiciary were postponed ; and so it is yet. 
I hope my venerable frieno from South Carolina 
will remain at the bead of the committee, if it 
shall be my fortune to be put back ou it. I can 
speak from the experience of two oeasiona that 
the practice of referring to it contested election 
cases has resulted in diaorgaoizingtlie Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The Senator from Louisiana says we shall 
degrade tiic character of a committee on privi- 
leges and electiooa. Why noi It ought to be 
the first committee of this oody. It ought to be 
a committee having charge of our privileges as a 
Senate, and of all our elections as uidividuals. It 
ought to be constituted of the most eminent mem- 
bers of this body, and I have no fear ChM it will 
not find business enough. There would have 
been ample occupation for it during last Con- 
gress. 

1 otTur the amendment on those grounds. Tbe 
Committee on the Judiciary has twice asked this 
body to relieve it IVom these casea, and the dbair- 
man of that committee, at tlie last aeoaion of 
Congress, oifcred n proposition to create a com- 
mitte on privileges ana elections, and we were 
told we had heiter let it lie over until we heard 
from the select committee. The select committee 
came forward, but no member of it was a mem- 
ber of the Judiciorv Committee, knew nothing 
at the business of the Judiciary CommicteG, 
notJiing of its condition. It did not understand 
the imperative necessity to which loembors of the 
Committee on tlic Judiciary hare testified, time 
and again, for relieving them from this amount 
of public buainesa. It is Mmply a quastioa 
whether we shall have a Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, or shall make it, in effect, na it is now, a 
committee on privilegea and elections. I- hope 
the Senate will constitute this committee on 
privileges and elections, and constitute it of 
those most experienced in tins body, both on 
queationa of parliamcnUry law and constitutional 
law; and if so constituted, 1 have no doubt it* 
decisions will be as authoritative oa any decisioos 
ever pronounced, and there is no more doi^eM' of 
iu being ooostiMted on partisan grousds i£bq of 



theCommMtae ea the Jitdieiaiy being convtitwed 
on those erounds. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wUl say one or two words 
in corroboration of what my Wend from Ohio 
has stated. Conlaaled-eleation caaea are privi- 
leged questions, and when they are sent to the 
Judiciary Committee, I assure the Senate tbey 
exclude the coaaidention of all other natters . and 
(|iey «i« qtMationa that w« aU know am of great 
inUMBl. The partisa who ai* concerned in tbe 
contest, of cfHine, feel anxious about them; thair 
friends feel anxiova; and the question becomes, 
in some respecU, a political one. When such a 

ration is reforrad to tbe Judidary Commiltee, 
first thing that iaoaid is; " Weidiarit to yea, 
and we require you to Kportoa it aaaoon as pos- 
sible as a matter of privilefe." All queaUoBS 
connected with the judtciarr ayeleaa — and there 
are many of them wmch ought to beeoneidered— 
are jinatponed, and do aot receive half atteutioa. 
A aiagU one of thete oooteated electiono, if probed 
to the bottom and d ia cn e s e d aa sooie the pai^ 
ties wish them dioeussed, would take up weeks 
instead of days. Applicoiiom have been repeu- 
edly made to the committee to have counsel ia 
sucp cases; but I have always lefused it, though 
some of my friends said I wee rather arbitrary la 
doing so. 
Mr. PUGH. That was a joke. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have to be arbitrary, or 1 
could not get along with that committee, or any 
other. A commitlee on privilegee and elections, 
aeoonliiv to the pnseot tendeaeyof things, ou^t 
tobealmostcoiwaatlysitting. When these caaea 
coma here, it is not a very agreeaUe matter lo 
tnvesiigate the rightofa frieno to a seat. I have 
turned out about five, and it is net an agreeable 
office to be turning out from oeau nen who thinV 
they are entitled to them,Bad perhaps the clever- 
oat men, too. 

Mr. BIGGS. A committee on ynTil%ea,and 
elections will have to do that, 

Mr. BUTLER. Lettbatcommittee beacleeud 
from members who have not so much buaineas as 
those on the Judicioiy Committee. I think then 
otteht to be a standing eoaimittae of that kind. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wish to make s 
suggestion to the honorable Senator who has 
made this report from the select committee,jirith- 
out moving an amendment. I suggest the pro- 
priety of making the clerks to the coBHnitiecs 
officers for the Congress or for the year, innlnsJ 
of allowing them a per diem during the a«u«I 
sessions of Congress, with sixty days ' additisoal 
pay St the dose of the short session, as thia wop- 
oattion provides. Tbe praotica of aeleotia^wrks 
for moat of the commitleea of the Seaaia is a rt- 
cent one. It is found to hare some conveoieace 
in it. A skillful and intelligent clerk ia a great 
aid to the business of a committee. 1 1 is very 
important to continue him in that employmcet 
from year to yw. He becomes acquainted with 
the routine of the buainesa of the coounitlca te 
which he is aasigoed. He beeoosss familiar and 
skilled, and learned even, in matters copneeted 
with that branch of the Government, and it is a 
loss to dimsoee with him if he is inclined to ea»- 
tioue in that employment. Although ve givi 
such a dark sixty daya' additional pav at the 
end of a short seeaiop, aa beie proposetf, this is 
no adequate support for him during the year, and 
he is oblieed toeeek other employment; and thus 
we lose the advantage vf all the experience aod 
learning he has acquired while he has been clerk 
to the commitlee It \fi tnie that young men aome- 
times crate to Washington, who are picked up 
for this purpose, and are glad togeta few months' 
employment in this capacity, even at a short 
session; but I think that ia a caston which had 
better be dispensed with, if poatibla. I beUeve it 
would be mote oixeplable to clerice of eoaunittaea 
to allow them all a swuy (^fourteen or fifleen bua- 
dred dollars, (except the three permanent clerks.) 
instead of the compensationcd'aboutf 1,900 which 
they receive at a long session, and |900 at a short 
session. The compensation would be a little 
greater than it now is, but the committees would 
then have it in their power to retain the services 
of valuable derks, and we dioiild gradually get 
clear of the habit of taking up persona who visit 
Washington forcurioaity, orabseirvaitoQ,or buai* 
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18 purpoMB, and to whom it ia conveniMit to 

emplnTed at a per diem of aiz doUara. 

Ve only ailov the pnrdiematUie abort aeMion, 

committea cleriia, except the three vho are 
manent, will naiiirallf aeek'otheremplerment 
in^ the reeeaa, so ifaat geoetaUy we abaU ban 
r oommiuee «teft> at every new Coagrew. 

make thia auggeadoB to the chunaaa and 
nbera of the apeetal committee, vho hare 
orted thia propontion for their eonaideration. 

idea ia, that the clerks to the other commit- 
, besides the three whidi are pennanent, ahould 
lasigned an annual aalary. If they are not to 
sreaumed to be so skillful and teamed oa the 
ka employed by the Committeea on Finanee, 
iraB,andrriBtiog,give them an inferior lalary. 
tliere it to be more acceptable to those vho 
e B taste for Mch employownt to give them 
rteen or fifkavB hundrM doUaiaper annum, 
ch would be vary little additional expense to 
OoTomment. I stated before that the prao- 
of employing elerka to committees haa been 
omewnat recent origin. The aerricea of an 
letrioua and competent clerk are of great iota 
lAnce and advantage to the public, aa well asT 
if to the members of a committee. If ve can 
pt a aystem which vffl tend to retain the eer- 
• of these elerka, who acquire a knowledge 
he particular branches oi businesa uaoally 

Ened to ihcir oommitleea, it will be for the 
e benefit. Otherviae, I ahoald think we 
e already too many elerka. I throw oat this 
Ration for the oonaideration of the aeleet com- 
:ee. If, however, they have considered it fully, 
have great deference for their judgment, I 
not press it. 

Ir. FOOT. I move to amend this jproposition 
hat the Gommittae to Audit and Control the 
itingent Expenses of tlie Senate shall be eom- 
sd of three members, as it has always hitherto 
1, instead of five, aa proposed by the report 
be commiuee. I think three is a aufioeot 
iber for that committee. Its main buainess U 
ixantine the aoeounta when th^ have been 
ed and mads up by the Secretary of the Sen- 
i believe I expntt the sentiment of the 
rman of that oommittee, the honoiuble Seoa- 
"rom South CaroUna, (Mr. Etahsi] in moving 
amendment. 

[r. BENJAMIlf. I have no olgaction. 
he ameodment ma agreed to. 

[r. WILSON. I do not see the cbatrmtn of 
Committee on Naval Affairs [Mr. Maixoet] 
is seat at this moment, but I think that com- 
e« ought to consist of seven members. The 
tior from Louisiana saya be haa no objection 
Xing tlis number of Uiat committee at eeven 
ibera. We have already changed the report 
a the Committee on Military Aflairs in this 
ect. I think it vould be better to have these 
mittees uniform, and to have the Committee 
fnval Affaira like the Committee on Military 
irs to eonsiit of seven members repreaeiiting 
arts of the country and a)) political opinions 
ic Senate. I move that amendment, 
r. BENJAMIN. I have only to aay on this 
e what I had the honor to say to the Senate 
.e Ust seaeioo. The special committee con- 
red that those standing committees which 
t provided for with five members were favored, 
re waaasirdhg objection on the part of mem* 
of the special committee to have seven mem- 

on those committees to which they were 
-.bed, aa they considered the efficiency of a 
mittee to be thereby diminished. We con- 
■od that Uie Committees on Naval Affairs and 
tnry Affairs were fhvored with being allowed 
ivc members. Ifthey,hovever,pr<Kraevcn, 
ipecial committee will make no objection. I 
Tstand from my friend from Maine that the 
rtnaii of the late Committee on Naval Affairs 
;rs five. He thinks, as we thought, five to 
more sAcient number, 
r. FESSENDEN. Re said he preferred six. 

was now. I told htm it should either be 
n or five. 

r. BENJAMIN. I make no objection to the 
oaition of the Senator from Maaaachiuetta. . 
le amendment was agreed to. 

r. BELL, of TsnssBsee. On behalf of the 
rsMn of the fiwninitlBii on ladftn Afiks, 



[Mr. Sbbaitiak,] who is too much indisposed to- 
day to take any part in this debate, I wish to moke 
a suggestion which I trust the special committee 
that made this report will consider. There are 
some very valuable clerks of committees, one or 
two of wnom I have knowledge of— I speak now 
more paitisnlariT in rahznioe to the elerit of the 
CwnmiUse on Indian A&irs. He was ons of 
that elsH I had in my mind in dte suggestion I 
made a few moments ago. I desire now to move 
an amendment to provide that the committee 
clerks shall, at the end of the short session, be 
allowed a per diem of ninety days instead of 
sixty days, aa th^ropoaition now is. This will 
have the effect oiretatning the services of some 
of these elerits. I make this propoailion espe- 
ci^lr in reference to the clerk to Uie Committee 
on Indian Affairs; bat as I do not like to dia- 
crimioate, and maice a proposition of> thia sort 
to operate aa an individual exception, I think it 
proper to make it general, ao as to include all 
committee clerks. The clerk to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs devotes a great deal of attention to 
the subjects committed to the committee to which 
he is attached, which are of infinite importance 
and value. Every member of the Senate knows 
the variety of questions that arise before the 
committee. The subje'" of our Indian affairs is 
a Urge branch of the pa.jlic service of great im- 
portanoe. Although tne references to that com- 
mittee may not be so numerous as to some others, 
Um sut^ects before it are of a nature necessarily 
requiring, in xao9l inatancea, a more extended 
knowledge than in regard to moat other branches 
of the public service. There ia a question now 
pending before that committee arising under a late 
treaty with the Choctaw Indians. There was an 
article in that treaty referring a particular and 
very complicated question to the arbitrament of 
^the Senate. By that treaty the Senate is mode 
"the arbiter for a claim that is act up to the amount 
of |3^NM),000, the investigation of which involves 
the whole history of the removal of the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians ftom the State of Mississippi, in 
the year 1830, to this time, from the period of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs had not tttne 
at the late session, even with the assistance of 
their industrious clerk, lo make such a report as 
they would fee) bound to mdcc on a question like 
this. Many months of serious and htborious 
investigation are necessary to enable them to 
do justice to that one question. We have been 
obhged to defer it to the next seasion of Congress, 
allMurt it is a matter approfwiate for Uie action 
of the Senate at this session. We want the aer- 
viees of the clerk of the committee during the 
ensuing spring and atimmcr months, to investi- 
gate that case and place it before the committee 
m such a light that they will havo time to present 
it to the Senate at the next aeaston in an intelli- 
gibte manner, it ia more especially ou this 
ground that I have moved the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 hope the suggceaoa 
made by the honorable Senator from Tennessee 
will not be adopted. The special eommitiae bad 
very serious doubts whether it was worth while 
to have any of these clerks to eoramittess perma- 
nent, because they aaw the difficulty that would 
arise from making some of them permanent and 
others merely temptmry. They were obliged, 
however, from the representations made to them, 
to nuke three cohirailtee clerks pennanent for 
what aeen^ed to be very sufficient reasons. I pre- 
sume the clerk of every committee is a favorite 
with the committee, ana he could readily obtain 
some member of the committee to move for hia 
continuance for ninety days during the vooatioui 
rather than sixty days. If we give tliirty days* 
additional pay to the clerk of the Comnuttee on 
Indian Afi'airs on whatever pretense, I preaame 
the same motion will be malde for the clerk of 
every oomnitlse, and I do not see why it should 
not be passed. 

Mr. BELL,ofTenne«see. My notion inolodea 
all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We took that matter into 
consideration, and decided against the proposi- 
tion. There is no difficult in retaining the ser- 
vices of these gentlemen. I have beard of none 
of them that <raited to temgn, oc that talked 
•bovtdoincio. TlwjVpliMlttwifortlMMpiMM 



are numerous; and I havo never yet heard of a 
case where one itf these derks desired to with-* 
draw, even with the emnpensation Iieretolbn 

allowed. 

1 may mention Uiat there was a difficulty in 
regard to the elerit of the Corooniltee on Finanse— 
a very important derfc. He had a (daee in tht 
Departmental to secure his' services here* it 
was found necessary to make him permanent. 
Then are inatanees where, even as the rule now 
stands, clerks in Departments have resigned their 

K laces there to be clerks of committees of this 
ody or the House of Representativea during the 
session of Congrees. We took the matter into 
consideration, and found it necessary to eontinue 
three of these clerks permanently. We eoncluded 
that it would be generous and beit to a]t(ftv,at the 
end of the short session of Congress, sixty daya' 
additional pay to die derks of the other eonuniU 
lees, i do not know but that waa wrong. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. If you do no more, 
you will have transient men. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There ia no danger of 
that. Many cletka,aa I have already said, havo 
resigned places in the DepnrtmenU to come hers. 
The cleik of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims — a very important committee — and otfaet* 
have resigned places in the Departments to take 
positions as clerks here. If we committed any 
error, it was in allowing ^e sixty days' addi- 
tional pay, not in reftising to go further. 

I hope this amendment will not be adopted. I 
know It is a most disagreeable buainess to con- 
lend against the striicitations of these gentlemen, 
for whom we all have a regard when wc becot^e • 
acquainted with them on committeea; but thws 
is such a thing as extending generosity at the 
expense of the Government too far. When we 
concluded, on account of their very valuable ser- 
vices while Coagreas is in session, to givf to 
tbem ni the end of the short session sixty daya* 
additional pay, we went certainly aa Air as we 
ought to go, and as fitr. in my judgment, as ths 
Senate ought to go. 

The Senator from Tennessee tells us there is 
an important clsim to be examined by the Cotn- 
mitlee on Indian Affairs during the recess, and 
therefore the clerk to that committee ought to 
have thirty days more pay than we propose to 
allow to otner clerks. We ore strugglmg to give 
some excuse for allowing tlfe sixty days* extra 
pay. It is very much in the nature of a gratuity, 
founded on the idc9 that this is their only regular 
business for (he year. They choose to accept it; 
they are gjad to get it; they would not leave their 
poBitiona on any account; and if they did, there 
would be plenty of persons folind to fill them. 
When we nave gone thus far, I hope we eball not 
go further. It is a new thing, as has been said, to 
have these derksat all; and we are going on from 
one degree to another, first extending them to 
s certain time, and then to a certain oilier time, 
until we shall come veiy soon to the imnt to 
which one Senator said during the last Congress 
we ought to come ; that is, to ailaw every Senator 
a clerk, a page, and n messenger. The pay of 
these derks waa raised two years ago from four 
to six doHam a day, and now we propose to give 
them sixty days' additional pay at uie dose of 
the short session of Congress. I trust we slutH 
not go further. 

Mr. RUSK, I should like to understand what 
is the exact proposition before the Senate? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. My amendment is 

general one. It ia not confined to tlie clerk of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. I adverted to 
the case of the clerk of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, because it occurred to me as a stnmg 
cose to show the propriety of making such a grant 
as I propose. 1 hod before thrown out the sug- 
gestion that it would be beuer to moke dl tbeSs 
clerks permanent, in order to secure the services 
of competent persons for the committees, and to 
get clear of the practice of nicking up transient 
persons who come here for a few months ' employ- 
ment, and have influence enough with the chair- 
men of committeea to obtain an appointment, for 

1 believe the chairmen generally aeleet the clerks, 
on the ground that tbey are the more respondbla 
meraben of the committees — that on them tbs 
laboring oar is thrown for the major part thn 
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better allow fourteen or fifteen hundred dollamai 
A permanent annual salary to the clerks aelected 
by thecommittei;*. The special committee, I waa 
informed, had had the aubject under ooneidera- 
lion, and I did not carry out my aug^atioa by 
making a motion, as it was coDlrary to the de- 
eiaion to which they had arrived, after, aa they 
said, full inTestigalion. Then I aaid 1 thought it 
was important lo secure the advantages of good 
and competent clerks, and to retain tbem in our 
■enricet and I wished to bold out sufficient in- 
ducements for them to eontinae to c»ccupy the 
positions of clerks to committees, after naving 
so|aiml a competent degree of skill and inform- 
ation on the [nrticular' branches of th« public 
business committed lo the committees to which 
thev may be attached. My motion now is to 
strike out the proviuoo reported by the select 
committee allowing these clerks sixty days'extm 
pay at the close of the short session of Cfongress, 
ana to insert in lieu of it a provision allowing 
ninety days' per diem. I think that by this course 
we may secure some of the advantages which I 
had in view in suggestiog that ihey be made per- 
nunent clerks. 

Mr. COLL AMER. I ask for a division of the 
question, so that we may first take the vote on 
striking out sixty days, and then on inserting 
ninety days. The mmd might very naturally be 
led to vole in favor of striking out sixty days, 
but that would not involve the other proposition 
to iosert ninety days. This is altogether a new 
proceeding. It is in some way to brevet up these 
clerks in vacation. Their pay waa raised two 
yeaurs ago from four to six dollara a day. I see 
nothing in the idea that we cannot retain Uiem at 
such rates. Did anybody ever know any diffi- 
culty in retainiDg any of them t Is not the diffi- 
culty that yoj cannot get rid of them } I am 
willing that these gentlemen should be paid liber- 
ally Wbile they work; butas to paying tnem when 
we have nothing for them to do, I see oo reason 
fitr it. I sm desirous Uiat the question shall be 
first taken on striking oat the provision allowing 
«xty days* extra pay. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is under 
the impression that a motion to strike out and 
insert is not divisible. 

Mr. FOOT. The Chair is right; that is the 
role. If this motion be rejected, it does not pre- 
clude another motioA to strike outand insert new 
matter or n simple motion to strike oat the same 
words. 

Mr. RUBK. I am not disposed Co-blame the 
•peeial committee which has had tliis subject in 
enaige, although I cannot approve everything it 
has done, especially in this matter. It has, in 
my judgment, presented a report worthy of the 
commendation of the Senate. It has got clear of 
some abuses. The appointment of clerks to com- 
nilteea is of recent date. The business of the 
country has accumulated to such an extent as to 
call for it. At first I think the Finance Commitr 
tee asked for the employment of a clerk, and it 
was granted. It waa soon found that Uiot re- 
lieved the FinanceCommitteefrumavastamotant 
of labor, and other committees desired to have 
clerks, it was found that such officers were a 
great convenience in collecting information neces- 
sary for a committee to have before them, in a 
shape much more valuable than by sending out 
the meivbers to hunt it up for themselves. 

As well as I remember, the next committee 
that applied for a clerk waa the Committee on 
Claims, who had a great deal of business to do — 
perhaps not so much now as formerly, as my 
friend from South Carolina suggests, but stilt a 
good deal. Then other committees having labo- 
rtous duties asked for clerks. The result was 
that finallv all the committees had clerks. This 
was complained of because some of the commit- 
tees did not meet at alt, and otliers met very sel- 
dom, and had but little business to do. There was 
also, at the end of every session, a struggle for 
extra compensation, which was very unpleasant; 
because I admit that when a committee had a clerk 
who had discharged his duties faithfully, and a 
proposition was made logivc him extra compen- 
sation, involving his pecuniary interests, the 
members of the committee ftU a reluctance in 
voting against it. 

Tht boaineH of Uu FinuM Conatittw mok- 



mulatsd until it waa found that they could not 
well procure a ^^per clerk on mere temporary 
employment. They required a gentleman of 
capacity and talents, and I believe they applied 
to one of the Deportments, and obtained a clerk 
there, who received his per diem here during the 
session of Corarresa, and duiineihe recess wasem- 
ployed in thft Departments. Some dissatisfaction 
grew out of that, and a law was passed that no 
officer should receive the salaries of two offices at 
the same time. That induced the Committee on 
Finance to ask that the elerfc be made permanent. 
That was accorded to them, and, I think, verjr 
properly. So fares I hare seei^e operations of 
that gentleman, his duties have been very faith- 
fully performed. The fact that the Finance Com- ! 
roittee had a permanent clerk led to other com- 
mittees desiring the same advantage, and now 
the proposition oefors the Senate, offered by the 
Senator from Louisiana, is to make three of the 
committee clerkships permanent. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The report of the special 
committee simply tsavM the permanent clerks as 
they were before. We have made no change. 

Mr. RUSK. It provides, however, for con- 
tinuing the action of the Senate on this point. I 
hope the Senator will not regard me as an oppo* 
nent of this report. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Not at all, I merely ex- 
plained the Ikct, as the Senator appeared to be at 
a loss. 

Mr. RUSK. Whatever may have been the 
practice of the Senate, this report makes three 
of the clerkships to committees permanent — the 
clerks (o the Committees on Finance, Claima, 
and Printing. It is a very bad practice to make 
diatinctions and create nvalships in the same 
class of service. If you say that the Committees 
on Finance, Claims, and ninting, have a lar^r 
amount of business than the Committees on In- 
dian Affairs and on the Poet Office and Post 
Roads, and you Uierefore give diem permanent | 
clerks, you draw a distinction between the com- 
mittees and create ill-feeling and rivalahip between ' 
the clerka. If these clerks are to be employed 
they should not be employed aa mere sinecures — 
they should be employed for the discharge of 
duties, and in order to discharge those duties 
fhjthfully.theyshouldbemenofcapaeity. They 
ought not to be men pidted up here and there and 
everywhere for temporaiy appointments. What- 
ever you give theac officers should be, in my 
judgment, as a permanent salary. As I under- 
stand the report, it proposes to allow them sixty 
days' additional pay at the clone of a Congress. 
The Senator firom Tsanessee proposes to extend 
this to ninety days. I shall vote for his amend- 
ment. 

I happen to have belonged for some years to Uie 
committee to which the Senator from Tennessee 
alluded, and I know a vast deal of labor has been 
performed bythat committee and bvits clerk. The 
Dusinese which comes before it, and before another 
committee, of which I am a member, (I refer to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads,) 
is not of a temporary character; it is a continuing 
one, just as much as the business of the Com- 
mittees on Fiaanccj Claims, and Printing. 1 
wish to see this distinction broken down. If we 
are to have committee clerks, put them on an 
equality. It seems, however, to be the sense of 
the Senate not tq do that. Then 1 shall vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee, 
which approaches it somewhat. It gives less 
room for ill feeling on account of distinctions be- 
tween the committees and their clerks. Besides 
that, it makes the compensation more desirable 
to them, and enables us to command batter talent 
for the discba^ of these dnties. 

Gentlemen have spoken of the expense of these 
clerka. Why, sir, we vote away in a moment, 
without the slightest consideration, sums of 
money for many objects hardly worth attention, 
that would pay regular salaries if you appointed, 
as has been suggested, a clerk to each member of 
the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. BENJAMIN and others. Z^et us dispose 
of this subject. 

The SenatanAiaed to a^oum-, tb«ra bdog, OB 
a diviiioK— ayes aO» noes 9k 



Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the readlntioo 
and amendments be laid on the tdble. 

The motion waa not agreed to. 

Mr. BIGGS. I,deaire to make an inquiry of 
the i^iairman of the special committee, whether 
there is any provision, by existing law, for the 
appointment of any clerk (o A committee of the 
Senate except the Committee on Finance, oreveo 
for that committee? That is ray impreasios, 
having heard in the Senate that there ia aome pro- 
vnion of Inw by which there is a clerk to the 
Committee on Rnancepennanently. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. llie position of these deiks 
is simply this: The Senator from Virginia, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, foarid 
himself about to be deprived of a very nluable 
clerk on that committee, who had been fomierly 
clerk in a Department, and whose experience was 
such as to niake hia assistance almost indispeio- 
able to that committee; and he applied to the 
Senate for a resolution authorizing the Committee 
on Fioance to obtain the services of this clerk 
perman«itly,nt a yearly aalary, in order to indues 

«Lt deric to remain with the Committee on Pi- 
nee, and to refuse an appointment in a Depart- 
ment. The Senate thereupon passed a reaolutiin 
to that effea. The Printing Committee have need 
of a clerk all through the recess. They leave 
htm here charged with buaineas for them, which 
he is compeltea to attend to, and th« cterk of the 
Committee on Claima is in the same position by 
a vote of the Senate. 

When the special committee was appointed it 
did not think proper to make 'any propoaitioo 
to alter that wnidi had been done by a vote of 
the Senate on dialioct propoaitions; but aa com- 
plaints were made by other clerks, that durii^ the 
short sMsibn their salaries wsre insuffieieni, the 
proposition was made in the committee, that at 
the end of the short aeasion they should be paid 
forsixtydays'extra. The propoaitioo was made 
to make tbem all permanent; but that waa deemed 
so grosa an abuse, that, I bdieve, it bad not a 
vote in the copmittee. The result was, that, aAer 
considerable discussion, with aome difficulty, the 
committee came to the ^inclusion, aa a kind of 
gratuity, lo give sixty dayslextra (ler diem at the 
end of the short session. It is considered mote 
OS a gratuity than a claim, because aa matter of 
experience we all know the clerkships to the com- 
mittees are the most desirable placea in Wash- 
ington, are soueht for in preference to anythiitr 
else, and the idea that we cannot get talent and 
capacity is all moonshine. The best clerka prefer 
these posts to any others. 

Mr. BIGHIS. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
what is the pending amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Themndinsques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee, in line seventy-four, to strike oot 
" sixty" and insert " ninety." 

Mr. BIGGS. } entirely concur with the 
marks of the Senator from Texas as to the pro- 
priety of putting these committees all on the 
same fooling. I inink the compensaUon provided 
for by this resolution ought to be equal to the 
clerks of all the committees. Here is, however, 
an exception in regard to the three Committees 
on Finance, on Printing, and on Claima. I think 
the compensation provided for the clerks of the 
other committees is a liberal compensation, and, 
I as has been well said J}y the Senator from Lou- 
isiana, makes a position here much more desir- 
able than a clerkship in the Departments, If the 
proposition to give extra compensation does not 
prevail, I shall move to strike out that clause 
in this report which authorizes Uie permanent 
wpointment of clerks (br the Committees on 
Finance, Printing, and Claims, and then all the 
committees of the Senate will stand on the earns 
footing, and the clerks will stand on tbe same 
footing with the liberal compensation macfe for 
them. 

The amendment of Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, 
was rejected. 

Mr. BIGGS. Now I move to strike out that 
chkuse of the report which provides that the clerks 
of the Committees on Finance, Printiitg, and 
Claims, shall be permanent cirf-ks, at |l,So per 
annum. 

Hr.BSKJAMUr. I hope not 
Mr.IVEBSQN. I «dii^QD4«ntutdtba Sen- 
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or from North Carolina to make hia motion 
itess the propoiiitioQ aviag the extea eorapen- 
,tion for sixty ddya anoula be rejected. The 
aendment juit propoaed woa for ninety daya' 
Btead of sixty daya^ extra pay. la not that the 
se? 

Mr. BlGGrS. My proposition is to make all 
e cterlfs of the committees stand on the same 
Ming. 1 think the proposition of the Senator 
)in Louisiana to give tnem sixtv days* extra 
mpensaiion islibertfl; and toputtnemallonlhe 
footing, I move to atrike out the permanent 
pointmeiits. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask my friend from North 
j-olina to wiUidraw that propoaitioo. 1 think 

will do BO if he will reflect for a moment on 
lat I just suted, that some of theae gentlemen 
re been withdrawn from permanent stations in 
: Departments on the Totee of the Senate, upon 
I assurance that they were to occupy perma- 
it posts here. Certainly that consideration 
;bt not to be lost sight or. ' 
ilr. RUSK. I hope the Senator from North 
rolina will not withdraw hia amendment. ( 

opposed to distinctions between committees, 
I between employEa. Let every tab ctaod on 
own bottom — no iavoritism. 
ir.IVERSON. I truattbeanendmentwillnot 
vail. I cannot speak of my personal knowl- 
e it) relation to the Committees on Finance 
. Printing; I leave gentlemen who belong to 
ae committees to answer for themselves as to 

necessity and importance of having a per- 
nent clerk to those committees. I shall speak 
y in relation to the clerk to the Commtttee on 
ims. I am satisfied that it ought to be a per* 
lent clerkslup, and I trust the Senate will not 
ee to the propoaition of the Senatorftom North 
'olina, so far aa rMarda the Committee on 
ima at any rate. I hold in my hand a state- 
it of the business of that committee for the last 
r Congresses, The Senator from Texas said 
I the Committee on Claims had formerly a 
it deal of business, and now that they had not 
auch to do. The Senator is miatakea. The 
ami tteeon Claims has more businesa now than 
rer has had.* So far from the Ihbors of the 
amittee on Claims diminishing, they are reallv 
easing, and of course the dutiea of the clerk 

increasing. During the Thirty-First Con- 
there were one hundred and sixty-six casea 
rred to the Committee on Claims^ durinc the 
rty-Second Congress, two hundred and ten 
a were referred to them-, in the Thirty-Third 
greaa two hundred cases were referred; and 
le Thirty-Fourth Congress, that which has 

expired, two hundred and forty eases were 
■red to them. 

r. PUGIL Doea that include the reports 

1 the Court of Claims? 

r. IVBRSON. Yes, air. 

r. PUGH. They do not giTfl the committee 

trouble. 

r. I VGRSON. I beg the gentleman's pardon; 
as not been a member of the committee* as I 

been, and he knows nothing about it. They 

them quite as much trouble as any other 
. of claims. Congress reserved the right to 
w the decisions of the Court of Claims, and 
somoB the duty of the Committee on Claims, 
rery case that is presented to its coosider- 
>, to review the whole Iceal principles of the 
ions of the court, as well as the evidence on 
h the decisiona are founded. It does not 
iiish the duties of the Committee on Claima 
rticle. There were two hundred and forty 
I refbrred to them during the lost QongreM.^ 

truth is, the establishment of the Court of 
ns has increased the number of claims pre- 
d to Congress, instead of diminishing them, 
OS origiiMlly expected by Congress. The 
of coses that go to the Court of Claims 
lorc than were formerly referred to Congress 
u the establishment of the court, and every 
acted on by the Court of Claima has to un- 
> the revision of some committee, and most 
;m the revision oftha Committee on Claims. 

hundred and forty cases were referred to the 
Tiittee on Claims during the lost Congress. 

B look nttlie number of reports. During the 
y-First Congress sixty reports were made 
) cnmmitteet daring the Thirty-Second Con- 



gress fifty-nine reports; during the Thirty-Third 
Congress sixty-eight eases were reported; and 
during the recent Congreas one hundred and five 
casea have been reported; showing not only an 
increase in the quantity of business, butan increase 
of the labors of^that committee over any preceding 
Congress. 

This is the chancter of the busineas and duties 
of the Committee on Claims, and they are com- 
pelled to have a clerk who understands the whole 
of this business — who well understands the hang 
of all the claims presented to Congress. He must 
be a man who has looked into all the claims from 
toe beginning of the Government— who under- 
stands the principles on which claims have been 
adjudicated, either fhvorably or rejected. He 
must be a man well informed on all theae subjects, 
and necessarily must be a man of intelligence. 
Such a man, whose services could not be procured 
by temporary employment for five or six months, 
call only be procured to act as clerk to this com- 
mittee by permanent employment and good pay. 
Why, sir, it would save the Qovernment perhaps 
a million of dollars to have a clerk who under- 
standatbc previoua action of the Government on 
all claims presented. If you have not such a 
man, many a case which has baen herstolbre 
rejected by Congress on good principles, may 
be brought forward again and allowed by the 
Committee on Claims, and improper action had. 
Besides, the clerk of this committee, during the 
recess of Congress, has iniportant labors to per- 
form for the committee. He has to make out an 
ind^x to the various reports made, and a synop- 
sis of the principles on which the reports have 
been predicated. His duties do not end with the 
termination of the sessions of Congress. He has 
to keep all the papers of the committee in their 
right places, examine into the various subjects 
turned over from session to session, so as to have 
thecommittee well informed at the commencement 
of every session as to the facts and principles of 
the cases coming up. t say, from my.personal 
knowledge, having served on that committee at 
the laat Congress, there is no committee of this 
House which has more important labors to per- 
form, and no clerkship more important to the Gov- 
ernment, in my opinion, than that to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. I trust, therefore, that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from North Carolina will not 
prevul, BO far as rmrds that committee. 

Mr. GBEEN. Every one believes his own 
maladies to be a little worse than anybody else's. 
I believe it was old uncle Toby, in Flanders, 
who, whenever referring to hia own wound, said 
it was the most sensitive and tender part of the 
human system. So it is with us on committees. 
1 know, from the little experience that I have hod 
on the Committee on Pensions, that they have a 
very lai^ amount of labor, and I am well assured 
of the fact that with the number of five, as now 
placed on that committee, if they have no perma- 
nent cJerk to revise and arrange business prepar- 
atory to their action, so that their mind and 
attention may come at once to the real question 
to be decided, it will be utterly impossible for 
them to examine the cases submitted to them. 

My course will be either to have no permanent 
clerk at all for any committee, or leave it to the 
option of the Senate to give or not to give a per- 
manent clerk to any committee that ought to have 
a clerk. The reason of that conclusion is this: 
the clerk by being permanent is employed by the 
year; in Uia recess ne can arrange much business, 
collect much infbrmation, condense many reports, 
snd present the facts almost ata bird*s-eyeview; 
whereas, if you bring in a new derk each ses- 
sion, it will be very hard for him to become 
fhmiliar with the business; he wilt uot know the 
cases; they will come up as new to him as to 
members of the committee. If every case that 
comes up must be examined from its original pre- 
sentation before any branch of Congress down to 
the present period— and some of them have been 
here for twenty yeara — it will consume more time, 
and impose on the committee a greater amount of 
labor. I think that we do nothing but justice to 
the clerks; we expedite business; we promote the 
efficiency of the committees; and we save our- 
selves from much drudgery, and leave us lime for 
more useful labor, by having permanent clerks to 
all committeea that really need them. 



i As to the amount of compensation that ought 
I to be given, I nave not a word to aay, but pay. 
'l whatever is reasonable and right. Every com- 
' mittee tVht ought to have a clerk at all, ought to 
have a permanent clerk. * 

I have not one word to say against the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and I beg my honorable friend 
from Georgia to remember that, if he has been 
wounded in the wars, so have others; and Aat 
his wound is not at a more sensitive point than 
others. I can appeal to my honorable friend from 
Iowa, [Mr. Jonei,] the chaii-man of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, who knows well we have had 
more cases referred to that cMnmittee during the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress than eveii the Commit- 
tee on Claims, 

Mr. IVERSON. Will the Senator allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. GREEN. Most assuredly. 

Mr. IVERSON. I mode no remarks against 
the proposition to adopt permanent clerks of com- 
mittees. I was only prou^sting against striking 
out that portion of the report which makes the 
clerk to the Committee on Claims permanent. I 
am willing to accede to the propoaiuon of the Sen- 
ator fh)ro Of issouri, to make them all permanent. 

Mr. GREEN. I understand that perftctly . I 
simply made the remark, that because a Senator * 
had served on one committee, and by that service 
found out the labor of that committee, it was no 
reason why the knowledge thus acquired should 
place thotcommittee in a more prominent' view. 
Every man ought to know the labors of hia com- 
mittee, and if he does hia duty, does know them; 
but each of the committees that lias a clerk de- 
mands the serviv:es of that clerk entirely. In the 
other wing of the Capitol they have permanent 
clerka in every instance. My experience is, that ' 
those permanent clerks have an efficiency, an 
order, a system, and an adaptation to business 
that give them a superiority over any others who 
can be employed. 1 hope, therefore, the Senate 
will reverse its action, and make every clerk, 
employed by every committee that needs a clerk, 
a permanent dark, with an annual salary. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the Senato ad- 
journ. 

Mr. RUSK, I desire to have the amendment 
read, and then we can adjourn. There has been 
notung said about the labor of the Post Offies 
Committee. IfJ have not done much, some of 
my colleagues have. 

The Secretary read the ameadmeot proposed 
by Mr. RoEK, as follows: 

The clerlMor&ll itiestandiiiBConUDitteesihall be penas- 
nent, and the clerka of the Commilteeion Pinanctt, Prlntinf , 
and Ulaimx, ahsll receive an annual salary of 81,850; the 
clerks or all life otiier conimlttet!* Btaall receive an annual ' 
ulary of$ljSMi and all clerka of commiUeea ahall, duhiif 
Uie sdJourniDeuu of tlie Senate, liave cbanse af all boob 
and papers of tbe committee*, and be rc^ponstble Tot lbs 
bbTs- Keeping of ibe same ; snd it aliall be ihrir dttiy (o tr^j 
to all euBmunlcstiooi relsUng w ba»lneM belbrs tbs earn- 
mittew of wtaleb tiny are clarks respestlTCly. 

Mr. RUSK. I now renew the motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. SLIDELL. At the instance of my col- , 
league, on a su^estion which had not occurred 
to me, that until this question be disposed of we 
shall not be able to organize, I withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a very unfortunate 
position to be placed on a committee where we 
are obliged to augcest any change in the ordinary 
course of procOMing, because it necessitates on 
the parlof tberaemlwrsofthatcomraittee,asroy 
friend from Louisiana [Mr BEtfjAHiN] suggested, 
speaking much oAenerthan is agreeable. We con- 
sidered this matter with care, and came to our con- 
clusions, and as yet nothing hue been advanced by 
Senators that has affected my mind in regard to it. 
It is certainly manifest that the idea of making all 
clerks permanent, is an idea that can have origin- 
ated only in the wishes of the clerks themselves. 
In many of the committees there can be nothing 
for the clerka to do during the recess, and there 
can be no reason whatever assigned why they 
should be retained. They have precious little to 
do during tlie session, and ihi; busineas of the 
committees themselves is not of a nature to require 
that degree of investigation and familiarity with 
the provisions of law and the proceedings of Qon^ 
grass hsn^tofoie, %%-^'^f^^t!)g IC 
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Mr. BIGOS. The Senator fVom Maine viH 
allow me to say, that, in ofTering the Amendment, 
I wu prompted by adeiire to introduce f quality; 
but I am aatisfied the special committee have iti- 
Testi^ted this queation with a great deal of care, 
and, on rcflpciion, I ihink their recommendation 
ought to be taken, and, with the permission of 
die Senate, 1 will withdraw my amendment. 

mSr. RUSK. Then I offer the amendment 
which I have presented. 

Mr. FE3SENDEX. Then my remarks shall 
be addressed to that, and I will make them as 
tboTt as possible. The clerk to the Committee 
on Printing is provided for by law. That wa« 
done by an amendment introduced into ooe of the 
appropriatioD bills, if I recollect rightly* at the 
hue session, by the chairman of that committee, 
providing tliat the clerk to the Committee on 
Printing should be permanent at a fixed salary, 
and should be under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Senate during the vacation. We cannot, 
therefore, repeal that. 

With regard to the clerk to the Committee on 
Finance, the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
(he chairman of 'that committee, msde a motion 
to the Senate fully explaining iu It was pre- 
sented here at the first session of the last Con- 
gress, and, on deliberation, the Senate adopted 
It. It was on this principle — that it was impos- 
sible to procure a clerk having the competent 
knowledo^c and the competent SKill required for 
the service of that committee, and nave him 
inetelya temporary clerk; that the office was im- 
portant; the committee were obliged to rely on 
nim for a great deal of information with relation 
to provisions of law for approjiriationa; and that 
m nnglc error made by him might involve vastly 
more than any amount which could be expended 
in his salarjr; and that it was necessary to retain 
him from his long experience, his long acquaint- 
ance with all the business; that the committee 
eould not dispenae with him; and that the nature 
•f the buaincBS was important, and therefoie he 
must be made a permanent clerk. The Senate 
assented to it almost without a word. 

The clerk to the Committee on Claims stands 
in precisely the same position. Claims are con- 
tinually coming up ana continually renewed, and 
We have claims very IVequently made to Congress 
which have been passed on before, and which 
have been absolutely disposed of before by act 
of Congress. Many of the members of the Com- 
mittee on Claims are new members. None of 
them can have that perfect familiarity with the 
business relating to the Committee on Claims 
wbich is necessary. It is absolutely indispens- 
able, therefore, in order to save the expenditure 
of money heedlessly and incautiously, that the 
cleric should be a man of very considerable capa- 
city and great experience. Wc have such ack'rk 
now, who has been clerk to the committee seven 
years — who is exceedingly ecHnpetent, and fa^ 
miliar with the whole history of claims. He has 
Aiode it his study, t say *' we," because I have 
been a member of that committee for one Con- 
greas. Wc found it impossible to retain him 
merely as a temponrp clerk. Under these cir- 
eumatances this statement was made to the Sen- 
ate, and the Senate, on fbll deliberation, on the 
representation of the chairman and other mem- 
bers of that committee, decided Uiat he should 
be a permanent clerk. 

Here was the action of the Senate on these three 
separate cases for good anJ sufficient reasons. 
There is no reason why it should be changed. 
These three clerks are needed. The service of 
the country requires that it should be so. The 
■alary is not large. There does not acem to be 
any reason given why they should be stricken 
out. The movement ts to moke all the other 
clerks permanent ; and what is the reason ? Simply 
because we have three that are permanent, and 
the honorable Senator from Texas says he cannot 
consent that there should be any distinction be- 
tween the clerks. There is a distinction every- 
where; there is a distinction in the Departments. 
There are four classes of clerks in the Depart- 
menu — first, second, third, and fourth classes, 
with different salaries. That is the way the 
clerks are arranged. I am speaking of what was 
■aid by the Senator from Texas, who could not 
«oiHMt that there iboald be thia diatinetion, and 



that it created jealousies and ill-feeling. Now 
what have we dune? Why dnca It not create 
jealousies in the Dcnartments? We have four 
cbssos of clerks in tne Executive Departments 
with different salaries, and there it just as much 
reason for putting them on a level, because we 
make a distinction- 
Mr. RUSK. I said it created a distinction be- 
tween committees. 

Mr. FESSENDEN". Is the honor Of any gen- 
tleman, as a member of a committee, involved ? 

Mr. RUSK. The gentleman mistakes ine. I 
did not speak of honor. 9 
Mr. FE£^GNDEN. Sensibilities^hen F 
Mr. RUSK. Nothing of the kind. The reason 
on which it is founded is, that these committees 
have more business than others. The result is 
that other committees brag up their business, f 
do not intend ts say anything about the amount of 
business done by the committee of which I am 
chairman; but t will say that, under the rules, 
tliey have about as much business to do, if they 
attend to it, as any committee of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The nature of the busi- 
ness before the Post Office Committee is not the 
same OS that before the Finance Committee. 
Ever^ bill with which they deal is not an appro- 
priation of money. Nor is their business like 
that of the Committee on Claims. Every time a 
case is presented to them, they do not have to 
search the records of Congress to find out how 
many times a claim has been presented, and what 
has been the previous action upon it. The Com- 
mittees on Finance and on Claims are the com- 
mittees which deal most lai^ely with appropria- 
tions of money. 

Mr. RUSK. Many elaima go to the Commit- 
tee on Militarr Afihirs. Those that ordinate 
under military laws go to that committee. Those 
that originate under Post Ofllice laws, and they 
are some of the most stubborn itort, eo to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Koads. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Undoubtedly that is so; 
but the Committee on Claims shows from its very 
name that everything going before it has relation to 
money. Undoubtedly, some claims go to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs from their peculiar na- 
ture, but they arc few, and the reason of the case 
does not apply to those committees — I am speak- 
ing of the reason of the Senator as to distinctions 
between committees. I reply to him that, if he 
can show that the nature of the bttrinesa of a 
committee is such as to require a permanent clerk, 
1 shall not abject; but I ask him to give some 
reason, and I say there is nothing in the allegation 
that it makes a distinction between the commit- 
tees. As I stated, I have been a member of the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent OfSce; and 
yet I movr d in the special committee to abolish 
entirely the clerk to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. Why?' Because I became 
satisfied on examination that there was not enough 
business for him to do — nothing in point of fact. 
I did not think I was tlirowing any imputation 
on my brethren of the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office, or on myself; nor did I feel that 
I was hurt, or injured, or lessened, in any way as 
a member of that committee, because of its being 
deprived of a clerk. The honomble Senator from 
Louisiana, chairman of the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, [Mr. Benjamin,] refused, when 
the suggestion was made in regard to that com- 
mittee, to make its clerk permanent; and yet that 
committee has a great deal of business to do. So 
it was with the other Senators on other important 
committees — the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories, [Mr. Douglas,] for instance. 

I say, then, there were very good and excellent 
'reasons, satisfying oil the members of the special 
committee, that the public service required, from 
the very nature of the Committees on Finance, 
Claims, and Printing, and from the nature of the 
business they had to do, that their clerks should 
be permanent; and we therefore so decided; and 
did not suppose that, by so doing, we threw any 
imputation on any other committee of this body, 
and especially when members of other commit- 
tees were on the special committee, wboae busi- 
ness was such as not to require a clerk, and who 
did not ask for one. There is nothing in the idea 
of distinction between committees— nothing in the 
idaa of diAiuetion betwaen eleriia. If these g^- 



tlemen do not like their position as tempomf 
clerks, they can resign, and othera b« found to 
fill their place. No such thing is usprebended, 
and no such thin*' will happen. These places 
are sdu^ht for. Why should we, because we are 
fond of these gentlemen, because we find then 
pleasant in intercourse, place them in a different 
position for the simple reason that they desire it? 
We ou^ht to act on principle, and not on mere 
notion, in regard to these matters. If there is any 
other committee besides those named in this re- 

Eort, which can satisfy me tiiat ita derk ought to 
e permanent, I will vote for *deh a {nppwntioa 
with pleasure; but I will not vote fbr H sim;^ 
because one committee has it — ** John has aa 
apple, and therefore I ought to have one." 

Mr. BUTLER. Ther« are few gentlemen here 
who have been on this floor longer than I have. 
When I first came here very few committees had 
clerks. I ^ink the place* of committee elerki 
here are sought for; and they are places in whidi 
persons acquire information, and they are very 
wilting to take them. They are places of instme- 
lion ; and if I were a young man 1 should be ^ 
to be placed on some of those committees aa derk 
almost without any pay at all— that is, if I wtn 
a man of fortune. I am not one of those vlie 
believe that the class of persons who take tb>M 
positions, unless they quit all other employ- 
ment, do ao entirely on aeeount of the conaidaa- 
tion. 

I have served in thia body as chairman of tbc 
Committee on Claims, ana as ehaiiman t^the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and I say, wilhoot 
any question, that the clerk of the Coaimitieeon 
the Judiciary has more work to do thao the ckrk 
of the Committee on CUtma. I would take fire 
hundred cases of claims in one dai', and decide 
them aa soon as I could ooe case befbi« the Ju- 
diciary Committee. To decide the eases coiBin> 
before the Judiciary Committee requires a con- 
stant reference to laws, to books, to trentiea. I 
could »t along with the business of the Comoiit- 
tcc on Claims Tike a summary proeeis docket. If 
there were six hundred cases on the docket, I 
could decide them all as soon as you could liH 
them out. I had no difficulty in deciding claims, 
particularly when I went with a determination -js 
decide generally against them. {Langhter.] Yon 
can very easily dispose of them, if too will adopt 
the plan of the Virginia justice. He came out of 
his office after hearing one side, and he was asked 
"why he did not wait to hear the other side?" 
"Oh," said he, "it bothers mo to hear both 
sides." [Laughter.] I do not want to hear acre 
than one side of most of these claims. I con.^ 
decide live hundred cases of claims aooner thas 
I can decide one important caae before the Judi- 
cial Committee, involving prineii^ea of conse- 
quence. 

I am willing to agree to the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Texas. Still Justice 
requires me to say that this discrimiaatioo i* 
unjust. I do not believe the clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Claims is entitled to more than the c\ftk 
of the Committee on the Judiciary. I have beea 
on both committees. When I was ehoirman of 
the Committee on Claims I had do troubie. I 
told the clerk to draw up a report rejecting a 
claim oradoptin?one,in aooutten words. Nor, 
the clerk of the Committee on the Judiciary faai 
to look at books, bring me extracts from lavi 
and treaties, and go to the Departments foV ia- 
fbrmation. There is no compttnson between thi 
committees. I will agrae to make the derks of 
the Committees on Finance and Printing perma- 
nent, but if you make the clerk of the CommicM 
on Claims permanent, the same ftvor should bi 
extended to others.' 

Mr. BKNJAMIN. I ask, aa a tkvor of the 
Senate, that we ra&y be permitted to lake t]» 
vote on that pan of the proposed rule which ot- 
ganizes the committees of the Senate, and pre- 
sftribe^ the number of their members. I behen 
that has been arranged to the ntisfoction of tke 
Senate. We shall want to elect committees to- 
moft-ow or next day. The matter of compensa- 
tion to clerks is entirely diaeonneeted, ana may 
be decided afterwards. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be t» 
objection, the vote will be taken as su^ested by 
the Senator from iM^mn. 

GooqIc 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. I Mk that the vote be taken 
n all that part of the pmpoeed rule ezfiept the 
ortion which rcl&tee te clerks. 
Mr. RUSK. Pethape it would be better if the 
snoraUe Senator would withdraw that part of 
te proposition, to be renewed afterwards. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I prefbr to take the vote on 
e portion relating to the committees, and leave 

• rest of the propoaition for &a dispontioo of 

• Senate hereafter. 

Mr. BIGOS. The lost two dsasee cAhe 
port of die apeciat eommittee refcr (o the com- 
usation of clerka. The proposition now is, I 
Kierstand, to adopt the whole leport, except 
e last two elauss!) whiiA refer to eommittet 
trks. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yea. sir. 

The VICE PRSSIDBNT. ThemiMttien is on 

I adoption of the whole of the reaolution, except 

> last two dauwSi relatiye to clerks to commit- 

a. 

Ur. BAYARD. Before the vote is taken, I 
>To to amead dift prepoekioD bv striking out 
ise words: " A Commitvee on Public Buildings 
i Grounds, to consist of fire members, who 
ill have power also toaet jmntly wHh the acme 
amittee of the House of RepresentattTes." 
« tine of boondanr between (be jarisdfetion of 
: CoamnitiN on the Diitriot <tf ColumUa and 
Committee on Poblks BwiMinga has fVequentlr 
I Bed the same sabiect to be brought befor» both 
nsnitteea. I think the du^s oir both may be 
'olTed upon the Gommtttae on Hm Discrict of 
lumbia. I am sataafled in toy own mind, that 
r gentlemanwho aaaametthe poaitk» of ehair- 
n of the Committee on Pablie BaUdings wfit 
I it almost impossible to do ikt business with- 
. a clerk. I think, then, it is better to eonsol- 
te tftose two committees. 1 make that propo- 
on. 

iCr. BENJAMIN. Thatpreposftionwr^made 
7re the special committee, and reieeted. The 
ies of the Commitleea on Pubue Boildinga 
1 on the Distriot of Colombia are distinct and 
K>rtant, both of them. The public bnildings 
e require the supernsion of a joint committeB 
he two Honaea of Obnpvss. We cannotpre- 
re the proper control of Uie pubBe bmldiu^s 
liout the supervision of sneh a committee. As 
urds the Diatriet of Colombia, we hare to le- 
ate for all its concerns aa well aa do the gen- 
legifllatinf of the counii7. For these masons 
apeoial eommittee n Aiasd to eonwlidate these 
oommitteest I do not think it is possible 
<o withoat the CommUKe on Poblic Baild- 
I. 

Er. BAYARD. They mar be distinct, bnt 
r boundariesare notdefined. When Ibecame 
rman of the Committee on Pnblie BuiUiofs, 
tnd that itadatiesweredefined more by usa^, 
I acquired a knowledge of that usage danng 
ir»t two sessions of my serriee on it. During 
last' two session*) I nave flnind constantly 

the CommlltM on the Diatriet of Columbia 
I taken jnriadiotion of qaestione which , during 
preceding aesnoos, were oonsidered as be- 
ing: exclusively to the Committee on Public 
dings. There was nothing in the eharaeter 
fie conrmilteei^ or the resomtions appointing 
1, which determined precisely the duties of 
Many duties belon^ng to the Committee 
le Diatnet of Columbm would not certainly 
ig to the Committee on Public Boildii^, but 
Committee en the EKstrictof Columbia might 
claim ■vpervisioB of all the streete and pub- 
srdena liei«i and everything connected with 
I , which formerty bcloneed to the jurisdiction 
e Committee on Pablic unildiDgs. I believe 
teae duties could be performeo by on^ com- 
te» though of eowrsB their labors woold be 
twh&t increassd. I never pretended to snp- 

tliat the Comauttae on PnUio Buildings was 
•y important one, in the arrangement of the 
nitteos of ths Senaio. I thiaf it can be dit- 
with entirely, and I am ntisOed that, if 

not dispensed with, tlw dntien will not be 
•rmed without a clerk, 
r. FOOT. The honorable Senator from Del- 
e liiinsalf wgnited' the inqtortaneo of that 
nittee, and theuiborioui nature of its dudes, 
I he insisted on its having a cleik. 
r. BAYARD. TtehOIWI«U»g«DUMI nit- 



understood my remarks. I never said it was an 
importantcommittee. I said the duties connected 
with it fell mainly on the chairman, and that is 
the reason I said they were not divisible. They 
occupy a great deal of time, however. - 

The amendment was rejected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the adoption of that part of the resolution relative 
to the organization of the committee*, and the 
number ta Uteir members. 

The resohition was agreed to; and it was 

Rttohtd, Thai Um 34th rale be amendetl to road aa hU 
lews: 

Rule 34. The fbl'jwiiif ■tandii^ eiMMBimsa ahlH ha af- 

poUited at tbe commencemeni of (tteh aeHloa, with toave 
to report by bill or otherwise : 

A CoDuiilttae on Foreiga Selatloiu, to condBt of leven 
■Utttkera. . 

A Commiiwe on Piiuuica, to eoiwin of Mvea meiDbars. 

A Oomioitwe oa Coauiwroe, to coniist of mvcd Drtm- 
b«ra. 

A Oosimltua on Mnttwr Altklrs and tbe Militia, to eoii- 
•lat of MVSB inemban. 
A GaAUMS on Naval AflhM, 10 eoariat of savaa BMtn- 

bera. 

A CoDunittee.on tbe Jadicbir]', le conalu of MVen mem- 
ber*. 

A UoDUNlnee on tike Potn Ottce aad Pom Beads, to eoo- 
aisi af Mvea awKibera. 

A Conraliles on PuULc LanAt, to coiudatorMvanaieiB- 
ben. 

A OoBunUtea m PHvata Land Ciainu, to conaiat of Ave 
aaitiBfi 

A Consdltea on Indian Affhlr*, lo CDDfurt of wtreo QMn- 

ben. 

A Committee on PensioBi, to conaist of Ave members. 
A CotnmitMeen BevolotloaatT CtKima, to eoniist of Ave 
BembatB. 

A Commitua on Glatma, to eoaiiat af Ave nembeia. 

A Committee on iba DiMiict of Colombia, te conaiat of 
aeven memben. 

A Comnwtteo on Pateati Ae Patent Oflee, to eon- 
■lit of Ava memben. 

A Commlitea on PuUio Baildinn and OrotHida, to eon- 
ttn or Ave members, wbo sball nave power also to act 
JolntlT whb tba aarae committee of the Bouae of B«^- 
aantauvaa. 

A rimsiUlsa 0a TawttadM, le coarfit aT aevan aam- 

ben. 

A Gommlttee lO Audit and Control the ConiIo|ent Ex- 
patues of die Senate, to consist of ttuee members, to wbodi 
rimU be raftned all leaotuttona diraetiag tba pajratent of 
money oai of the condniant Aisd of tbe Saoate, or en- 
atinga cbaife on tbe same. 

A committee on Printing, to codsIm of ttatee membera, 
tD whom alia)! be refetred every question on tbe printing 
of daoasMBtB, repoits, M otbei Btatters mmtnitted )v titbar 
ofthe Executive DapartneBis, aad aU swmorisla, pMlilons, 
accompanying documents, togetber with all other matter 
the pnntlngof which shall be moved, excepting bills orl- 
gtnailng in Congten, resolaiiona offfeted bj any Senator, 
cooununleatioiis from the Lagislaiiuea,or oonventiana law- 
flilly ealM, of the reMective Htates, and motions to print 
by Older of Ihe standing eommUteaa of the Senate. HO' 
dons to print additional numbers sball likewlM be referred 
la aald eeramlttee ; and when the report bIisII be in ftvor 
of pfintiBg additional numbara. It shall be accompanied by 
an BsUmate of the probaUe coat j and it shall be tba imj 
of sneh Committee on Printing to Bupervise and direct tba 
procuring of maps and dnwings accompanying documenia 
ordered u tte pnnted. 

A Coromtuoe <m Engroaaed Bills, to ronatol of three mem- 
beta, whose duty it shall ba to examine all Ulls, amend- 
ments, resoliUiona, or motions, bellm they go out of the 
posse isloB of the Benata ; and shall deliver iha aame to the 
Soereour of the BeaaM, who Aall amar opea tka ieona) 
that tba sane have beenooneedr eagraMd. 

A OaoUBltiee oa ""MM BfU^ M eoariat oTtbraa mb- 

COnUTTU SBRVICC. 

Ur. BtlTLER. I ask tbe Sniata to sxcom 
me from serving on any committee. I have been 
here for eleven years, and I think I have now a 
right to ask leave to ro on the retired list. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the pn^MMition 
made in the form of a motion i 

Mr. BaiGHT. I movn that tha honoiable 
Senator from South Carolina b« twwwd frem 
service on all committees. 

Tbe motion was not agreed to. 

On motioa of Mr. BENJAMIlf, Dm Sanata 
adjottnud. 

IN SENATE. 

■ FnmAT, JUsreh 6, 1857. 

Prayer by Rev. SnranK P. Hill. 

The Journal ofyesterdaywas read and approved. 

PBTITI0II8 rHOU ALIKHS. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have ro- 
eetred ftomC. D.Gobbett, chairman, and Charles 
F. Jonea, seeretaryr of a society in London, 
called the Qray'a Inn Road Cammitlee,Ni peti- 
tion pmying that Congress will refbse the eoosenlP 
of the nrttott to di« mbuation* nndt tt Fariv, 



in the Paris Congress, concerning privateering, 
and the rights of neutrals. This petition is ons 
of aevem) which I have rccnivod tiom similar 
aoaociAtiona in Qreat Britain, with a request tkat 
I would present them to Congress. The Consti- 
tution of the United Statea secures the right of 
petition to citizens of the United StateSt Mt not 
to aliens, and subjecte of fbreien countries, rs«> 
ident in their own eoontries. . I have not, thera* 
fore, felt al libwty to present them. StSi tba 

Eiipcr seems respeetfal, and one proper to bo 
roughl to the notice of the Oovcrnmeot. I havn 
conchided to presBat tbe petition, and to move that 
the MKstion of recetvmg it be laid upon the tabls. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, a puer of ft 
sinlilar character was sent to me while I was fiit 
a short time Presiding Ofleer of 1h.U body, pur- 
porting to 00 me from a committee, tlie title of 
which I do not remember, in Enehmd, asking Ihn 
same thing — that Congress would dissent to the 
conclusion t^ the European Powers. After some 
consideration I thought, as does the Senator ftoa 
New York, that there should be no jMreeadeut ss4 
of Congress being considered accesaible to ths 
communications of any foreigners whatever,espe- 
cioHy those reMding abroad, and under a foreign 
jurisdiction. I wit£held tha paper from tbe 
ate fbr that reason* and did not oommnnleato it 
to the body at all. I would suMSSt to tbe honor- 
able Senator vrho has presented this paper, that 
perhaps it would be better, if he thinks proper to 
present it, tliat a motion i^uld be s^mitted to 
the Senate that it ba not reoeiTed— not tlMt thM 
questioB of reception be laid on the table. 

Mr. SBWAKD. I submit the notion myaalff 
that the petition be not received. 
The motion was agreed to. 

BMirRSORIAN IirSTfTtTTIOir. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted the following ram* 
tution; which was considered by nnaniuoiM con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Retolvtd, That Ihe vacancy in the Board of EmouU Of 
tha BmftlMonian lotUtanon, ooeasloned Iff the aniinidoa 
of *e term of tbe Uon. JAMsa H. MAaes, be nowSMI 
by the Ptealdent of the SMiata. 

The VICE PRESIDENT rsappotntsd Mr. 
M&toir. 

PEHNSTLTANIA BIRATOUAL BLMTIOlf. 
Mr. BIQLER. I have been requested, Mr. 
President, to present to tbe Senate certain pt^rc 

Xd by memben of the Legislature of Penn- 
nia, respecting the right of my presant eoU 
league [Mr. CAHEaow] to a aeat in this body. 
The pofiers are in ths shape of proteste signed by 
forty-four members of the House of Representa- 
tives, and fifteen membersof the Senate of Penn- 
sylwiia, containing certain pointe which they 
ask may be considered as afilecting the legality of 
that elecdon. I ask to have ths papers laid on ths 
table fbr tbe present, and when tee eommitteea 
shall have been properly organized, I will request 
their reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire only to say that I 
wish the matter investigated as early as possible 
and as flilly as possible. I hope the Senate will . 
indulga my ecdleagas in haviiv tbe papers reftrred 
to tlw Cunmittae on the Judiciary at the very 
moment committees are appointed, and if he dosa 
not raidGB such a motion , 1 shall do so myself. 
CBBDSnrtALS. 
Mr. YULEE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. &riFBSN K. Maauxtav, chosen by the Ls- 
ridatttre of Florida a Senator from that State ibr 
tne term of nz years, flrom the 4th of March lost, 
which had not been received ^en Mr. Mallobt 
was sworn in on tbe 4th instant. 

EXBCUTITB SESSION. 
*A message in writine was received from the 
President of the United^tatte, by Mr. William 
HmrTBR, Chief Clerk ofthe State Department. 

The VICG PRESIDENT. I understand it is 
proper for the Chair to stats that Ute measage of 
the Freeiden t of the United States is of an enon- 
tive choracter. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after a few min- 
ntes spent in executive aeasion the doors were~ 
reopened; and 
On Oie motion of Mr. QVfSX, the Senate 
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■ IN SENATE. 

MoiTDAT, JVaraA 9, 1857. 

Prayer by Rnr. STBraur P. Hill. 

The Journal of Fridttjr warn nod and approTed. 

INDEPENDENCE OF LI3ERIA. 

The VICE PRESIDEPn*. The Chair baa 
Kccived from the Qoveraor of the State of Ohio, 
with a request to pRsenlthem to the Senate, cer- 
tain reaolutions paaeed by ihe General Anembly 
of that Sutc, inalnicting their Senators and re- 
qtieatine their RepreaenuiiTea in Congress to 
take socn action as wUI tend to aeeure to the Rc- 
pablie of Liberia an official acknowledgment by 
the Government of the United States aa an inde- 
pendent sovereignty. 

Mr. WADE. 1 ask that the reaolutions be 
nad; and as committees have not yet been ap- 
pointed. I move that they lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The reaolutiona were lubsequently taken from 
the table, and referred to the Comnuttea on For* 
^gu Belationi. 

STANDIffO COHHrTTBES.| 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the following be 
the standing committeea of the Senate; 

On Ftyreign Relations — Mesars. Mason, Doug- 
las, Slidell, Polk, Crittenden, Sewiinl,and Foot. 

On Hnotue— Messrs. Hunter, Pearce, Gwin, 
Brigbt, Biggs, Peasundei), and Cameron. 

Qa CemMeree— Messrs. Clay, Benjamin, Big- 
br, Toombs, Reid, Bright, and Hamlin. 

On MUitary .f^Mn— Meaera. Davia, Fitzpat- 
rick, Johnson, Iveiaon, Brodariek, Wilson, and 
King- 

On Jfamtt J^ttirs — Messrs. Mallory, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Slidell, Allen, Green, Bell of 
Tennessee, ana Hale. 

On the Judiciary — Messrs. Butler, Barard, 
Toombs, Pugh, Benjamin, CoUomer, and Trum- 
bull. 

On Ikt PoU Q0lce Mid Post Jloadi — Messrs. 
Ruik, Yulee, Bigler, Owin, F1teh|CoUamer, 2nd 
Dixon. 

On Public Landi — Messrs. Stuart, Johntooi 
Pugh, Mallory, Broderick, Foster, and Harlan. 

On Private Land Cfoimi — Messrs. Benjamin, 
BiggB, TbompaoB of Kentucky, Kennedy, and 
Durkee. 

On /ndim (MUt*— Messrs. Sebastian, Brown, 
Reid, Fitch, Bell of Tennessee, Houston, and 

Dooliitle. 

On Pensions — Messrs. Jone8,Thomson of New 
Jersey, Clav, Batea, Thompson of Kentucky, 
King, and Foster. 

On Jlevo/ulimary CMmi — Messrs. Evans, 
Batea, Crittenden, Wilaontaad Durkee. 

On Claims — Mesars. Iverson, Yulee,FDlk, Bell 
of New Hampshire, and Simmons. 

On the District of Caltmbia — Messrs. Brown, 
Mason, Allen, Rusk, Kennedy, Hamlin, and 
Chandler. 

On Patents and Uu Patent O0I«— Messrs. Reid, 
Evans, Davis, Simmons, ana Trumbull. 

On the Public BuUdingi and Grounds — Messrs, 
Bayard, Hunter, Thomson of New Jersey, Doug- 
laa, and Hale. 

On TerrUories — Messrs. Douglas, Jones, Se- 
bastian, Fitzpntrick, Green, Sumner, and Wade. 

To^udit and Control l&e Contingent Ezpensu of 
tht Senate — Messrs. Evans, Wright, and Dixon. 

Oil Pi^nfintf- — Messrs. Johnson, Fitzpauick, 
and Bell of New Hampshire. 

On £i^retKd Bitts. — Mesan. Wright, Bigler, 
and Harian. 

On Em oiled BiUs. — Messrs. Jones, Brown, and 
DoQliitle. • 

On the Library — Mesars. Pearce, Bayard, and 
Butli^r. 

Mr. WADE. I shall not object to the reeep- 
uon of this list, but I ask for the yeas and nays 

on its ndnntion. 

Mr. MASON. I have no objeetioo to the yeas 
and nays being Utken, but I will say to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio that it has been usual, at the extra 
sessions called on the commencement of a new 
Administration, to appoint committees by reao* 
lutiuii, if Senators on all sides agree to them. It 
is convenient fbr the diqiateb of busineas; and I 
feel a pretty stroi^ sasunmee that if we hava 



committeea appointed to-day, we can cloae the 
session thi^ week. It is vary desirable, there- 
fore, to have it done. 

Mr. FOOT. I beg to suggest that the uaual 
practice has been, where an arrangement has been 
entered into as in this instance, the different 
parties composing the Senate making up among 
themselves a portion of each of the several com- 
mitteea, to proceed under the rule to eleci ihem 
by ballot. The paper which has been read at the 
Clerk's desk is put in as the ballot, and if no 
opposing vote is given the election ia made in that 
form. That has been the practice hitherto, until 
the laat Congress. 

Mr. MASON. I think it will be more conve- 
nient to dispatch it in that form. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I suppose the rule requires, 
if.any Senator insists on it, that there shall be a 
ballot forthc aeveral committeea. Ido not under- 
stand, however, that the Senator from Vermont 
suegesiB any such course. 

Mr.FOOT. leimplyatatedwliatlunderBtood 
to have been the praciice. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio is, in accepting the report, if I 
may so call it, which has been submitted, that 
the yeas and nays shall be taken on it. 1 sup- 
pose there is no impropriety in doing that. I 
certainlj; wii>h the opportunity of recording my 
vote against the distribution of these committees 
in a most unjuat, inappropriate, and unequal 
manner. I have no dtspoattion to discuss the 
matter, but at some future time I may show to 
the country the manner in which they are made 
up. I only aay now that I am utterly surprised 
that this list should have been ofiered by the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. MASON. There is no objection to having 
the question taken by yeas and nays. 

The yeaa and naya were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. As I intend to TOte againat 
this proposition, I desire to say.'in a very few 
words, why I shall do so. Differing, perhaps, 
from some gentlemen, I think the parliamentary 
rule ia that all committees arc to be organized 
favorably to the subjects to be referred to them, 
and in making that organization certain cuatoma 
have existed for some time in the Senate in regard 
to promotion on committees. Believing that this 
report is not in accordance with either one of these 
provisions, t shall for that reason vote against it. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before the question is taken 
I will slate, in order that my vole in regard to it 
may be understood, that the majority of the mem- 
bers of the Senate have had a conauhation, and 
have decided upon the number of persons they 
would claim in the appointment of each of the 
committees, and the order in which those persons 
should be placed, and thai this majority* thus 
acting, includes the entire number or the mem- 
bers of the Senate except those who belong to the 
Republican party, of which I am a member. 
Having done so, they have given us a list of the 
nominations which they proposed to the Senate 
from those other classes, and have invited the 
Republican minority to fill those places which 
were left vacant, anti the Republican membera of 
the Senate have filled the vacancies which were 
thus left to them. A portion, perhaps all, of the 
Republican members thought a different cast 
might, in some respects have been made, and that 
an unequal and unjust allotment was made. Still 
they have complied with the necessity of the case, 
and have arranged the Republican members as 
they would have them upon the committees. I 
have before me the Journal of 1855 by which it 
appears, that after a similar informal consultation 
among the members of the Senate of both parties 
then dividing the Senate Chamber, Mr. Badger, 
of the minoniy, submitted a motion in the words 
in which I have submitted this motion. Suppos- 
ing it to be according to the custom which hod 
been observed in such cases I offered this resola- 
tion, and having offered it, I shall vote for it; but 
at the same time I agree with my colleagues in 
thinking that the distribution is in those respects 
which Ihave mentioned, not what it might to be. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should certainly not 
have a word to say in regard to forming Uie com- 
mittees at this time but fur the manner in which 
they now come before the Senate. Tha majority 
her* havs the power to farm the comraittess as 



they please. It is a matterof public history bow 
tliey Kirraed them at the last aeasion of Coi^ress. 
They take the responsibility now of forming ihcm. 
If they utterly exclude the minority from actiuo 
on the eommtttera, or give but a seventh part of 
the important committees to the minority of the 
Senate, which, including its different branchrs, 
constitutes more than one third of the noembera 
of the body, the responsibility is upon them. All 
that I wish to say now about it is, that I can have 
noA|rt or lot in voting for a set of committees 
thmn'ormed. I recognize the right of the nujority 
to have the control of all the cummittees here, if 
they see proper to lake it. They have ihe power, 
whether it ia right that they should exercise iior 
not, to exclude the minority. If they have not 
totally excluded them on this list, tbey have coom 
as hear doing it as was possible in regard to a 
number of the important committees. All I have 
now to say is, that I shall vols againat Uie propo- 
sition to adopt these as the dommitlcea of the 
Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I stated on a former oc- 
casion that I held to the doctrine, and I bold to 
it now, that in the formation of tlie committees, 
gentlemen in the minority usually should not 
trouble themselves one way or the other. The 
responstbility is on the mafority altogether; and 
if tnose who are in the minority make any diffi- 
culty, there is a sort of imputation resting uno» 
them of personal dissatisfaction, which renaeis 
it proper for themselves that they should keep 
silent and submit to the will of thoaa who have 
the power and the ri^ht to direct. 

In thia particular inatance my dispoaition waa 
to do the same thing. Recognizing the rifht and 
power of llie majority to control this whole mat- 
ter, I was disposed to submit to whatever thei 
saw fit to do. When we filled the plares which 
were left vacant fbr us on the committees, 1 did 
not deem that we were doing anything else than 
discharging our duty to the country by locating 
thoae gentlemen who form the minority in audi 
way as we aupposed would beat enable them to 
subserve the intereata of itie country, leaving the 
general question where it was. ' But, air, my 
friend from New York very well knows that 
there was not an individual member f>f the Re- 
publican party in the Senate who deemed ihat t 
just and fair division had been made in the appor- 
tionment of these committees, and especially two 
or three of them: I mean a just and fair dtviaios 
with reference to the questions coming lierorv the 
committees. Take, for instance, the Commitiw 
on Commerce. Of that commiitee, the Repub- 
lican party, numbering twenty out of the sixtv- 
one mumbers of the Senate, is assigned, of the 
whole number of seven, one member. The in- 
tereata of the wholo lake region, the iaterests of 
all New England and of Nen^York, involvin;, 
aa thcae large portions of the country do, such 
an infinite superiority of all ita commerce, arp fa- 
vored with two membera out of (he seven. That 
ia where we stand on that eommittee, 

Mr. HAMLIN. My colleague is mistaken. 
The interests of which ne speaks have only oa 
member on that committee, not two. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wiU thank the Secre- 
tary to read the names of ths propoaad Comisit- 
tee on Commerce. 

The Secretary read: 

" On CoMincro— MeMr*. Ctsr, Bsa)aiBtn, Blflcr, Teoah^ 

Reid, Briglit, Ilaoilin." 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then it is not as I sup- 
posed. The whole lake country, the whole of 
New England and New York, with all Lfaeirgn-&i 
commercial interests, are represented by but oo« 
member out of seven upon the Committee oa 
Commerce. That may be all right; we eanaot 
control it; but it cannot be expected that we 
should agree that it is a fair distribution of the 
power ofinvestigating the subjects coming before 
that committee. So with rsnrd to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Afioits. Its duties are matteia ia 
which we feel an intereat. The special commit- 
tee to whom the amendment of the rules w&s 
referred at ihe last session, considered Ute Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs as in its nature iK>nrrwliat 
political, and therefore provided that it should 
consist of seven members. Of that committee, 
the Republican party, numbering twenty Sena- 
ton oa diis floor, is allowsd^^a msmbar. 
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Mr. RUSK. I tbink that is a mistake. Let 

e list be read. 

The Secretary read; 

< On MiM .^gVn-Vmn, B«liMtini, Bmra, BxU, 
£b, B«ll of Tguiishm, Hoiuttia, DooUtUe." 



Mr. FESSENDEN. Only one member of the 
ipiiblican party on that committee, aa I said. 

of the Committee on Naval Affairs; there is 
c one Republican on that; and yet our naval 
airs are mattera in which the North, bo to 
mk, is very coniiderably interested. The same 
ly be said of some other committees. 
[ allude to these instances, not in any spirit of 
nplaint, because, as I said before, on such sub- 
la, I am not disposed to eompUuo. I am dia- 
led to let the majority take the retponaibilitv into 
ir own hands, and do as they please; it oeine 
Icrstood that they have the roaponsibility; anj 
rcfore I do notwisb it changed, unless gentla- 
n chooflc to change it. I mention these facts, 
iplv to show the truth of my statement, that not 
ngic member of the minority in Hie Senate was 
[sficdwitbthedistributionwnicb was submitted 
hem, to say nothing of the Act that the number 
igned to them was out of proportion, but they 
; nothing so far as the numbers are concerned, 
at being the case, while I was disposed to let 
resolution go in silence, if gentlemen preferred 
t it should pass quietly, and was willing to say 
hing about it, but allow the matter to be ar- 
ged in this way withoutofferinganyoVnection; 

when the motion that it be receivea comes 
hout a word of explanation from the Senator 
n Now York, who knew perfectly well the 
lailsfaction that existed, and the universaUty 
pinion among all of us, I am unwilling to let 
:> to the country that he represents me. If he 
itisficd with it, I am not. I desire no infer- 
i to be drawn from the lact that he offers tbia 
ilution, ihax I am satisfied with th« fhimess 

justice of the distribution as it stands. In 

position, I think I shall be borne out by 
•y other member of the Republican party. 
Ir. MASON. The honorable Senator from 
ne, I take it for granted, knows that that 
tical partj which is in the ascendency in this 
ite, and m the ascendency in the country* is 
>onfliblo for the public measures that are insti- 
i in the Senate. The majority are to some 
nt, and I think otigbt to be to a greater 
nt, responsible for the measures that paas the 
itc; but they are certainly responsiblej and 
U8tv«>ly responsible, for those tnat are insti- 
]. Then f say to that honorable Senator, 
.amentary usage and political propriety both 
ire that tne party which is responsible for the 
9urcs should retain the control of the organ- 
on of the Senate; but there is, at the same 
f a Btriet political propriety which gives to 
minority a place in the oi^nization, so that 
minority may be heard. If the honorable 
.tor supposes thot there is any usage orpolit- 
propricty which should distribute to that 
>rity a numerical proportion in the oi^aniza- 
of the committees of the Senate, he views 
■sages of the Senate in a different light fl-om 
: I do. The minority have a right to be 
d, and are heard. 

r. FESSENDEN. TheSenatormiaconceivea 
>oint. I stated that with regard to the nu- 
cat proportion we had noUiing to say; that 
natter for the majority to settle. The ground 
nnplaint was that, upon committees involving 
interests which we represent, there is not 
liing like a fair and just representation of 
; interests. 

r. MASON. But yon are heard. 

r. FESSENDEN. Heard, to be sure ! A 

can rai»c his voice. 

-. SEWARD. I have but a word to say in 
ion to what i have already said, and that 
ic very soon said. No circumstances what- 
nrould induce me, on a qneslion of this kind, . 
ter into a debate with political and personal 
]s in the Senate, with whom it is mycusiom 
ree and to act. The honorable Senator from 
(> protests against being compromised by the 
hut I offered this resolution. My offering 
^solution did not compromise him, or any 
member of the Senate. It was my own 
1, of my own ToHtion, without any conaol- 
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tation with anybody, and it was adopted in the 
exercise of a right which I have, and under a be- 
lief that nobody could misuaderatand.the trans- 
action. The majority of the Senate had taken 
the responsibility of tne constitution of ths com- 
mittees, so flur as all the member* of Ae Senate 
were concerned, except thos^ belonging to the 
Republican party; but the list which I offered 
embraced not only those, but alao those who 
would be acceptable to the friends with whom I 
act. That is all. I have never made a point here 
about the appointment of committees. I have 
been here when I was on no committee at all, but 
I never complained. I have been here when the 
party to which I belonged was not regarded as 
entitled to a representation onanycwmmittee. I 
nevercomplained then. IthinklhaTebeatwrved 
the country by foregoing oil personal considera- 
tions on such questions. If this were tenfold 
more unjdeasant and unjust than it has been, 1 
should not make one word of complaint here; I 
should wait until I got among the people, and 
until I should be able to obtain the consent of the 
people to substitute for this majority here a better 
majority; that would correct the evil. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. As I do not belong to 
either of the high contracting parties, I desire, 
with the permission of the Senate, to be excused 
from voting. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resultedU-yeas 39, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS— Hesm. Allen, Benjamin, Btgn, Bigler, Bright, 
Broderick, fiiowii. Boiler, Clor, Davis, Doa^u, Evans, 
Fitcb, Fitzpatrick, Greeo, Gwin, Ilunler, Ivenon, Jolin- 
>on,Jones,Afa9i>n,Reld, Bosk, 8et»atian,Sefranl, Hiklcii, 
Thomson of New Jersey, ToomlM, and Yulce— 29. 

NAYS— Meran. Bell or New Uampitaire, Ctimeron, 
Cliandler, Collamer, Dixon, Dooiittle, Darkee, Fcnendeii, 
Foot, Foster, Uamtin, Harlao, King, Simmoos, Stuart, 
TruinbuU, Wade, and Wilson— 18. 

So the Ij^of committees was adopted. 
INDIAKA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. AtthelastsesraonofCon- 
gress a protest and papers were presented in 
regard to the recent senatorial election in Indiana. 
I ask that those papers be withdrawn ft-om the 
files, where I suppose they now are, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Whatpopersdoas the Senator 
allude to? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The paperswhich I pre- 
sented from a portion of the memoera of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Indiana, and which were 
referred to the Judiciary Committee at Uie last 
session of Congress. 1 ask that they may be 
taken fhnn the files, and reAired to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to inquire whether the 
Senator's motion was intended to embrace the 
report of the Judiciary Committee? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Itwas not; bntlhaTeno 
objection to includii^ that. 

Mr. BRIGHT, f have no objection to a refer- 
ence of all the papers connected with the con- 
tested case ftom the State of Indiana to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, as organized by the 
resolution just adopted. 1 suppose, however, if 
that reference takes place, it wul be with the un- 
derstanding that no action shall be had during the 
present session of the Senate. I desire to state 
that I am entirely willing to the consideration of 
the report that was made from the committee at 
our late session, and'I was anxious to have hsd 
it taken up and disposed of; but other and more 
important business crowded upon us, and I make 
no complaint at the delay. As the country may 
not understand this postponement, I feel that it is 
proper I should avow my purpose to ask as early 
action in this case as can possibly be had, believ- 
ingthat all this opposition in the way of protests 
ana certificates from disorganizatiomsts and rev- 
olutions in Indiana, shouldlie rebuked as speedily 
as possible. A little time will suffice to collect 
lUl the prooft necessary to make this ease a very 
plain one, as to 'what u the intent of the protest- 
ants, and those who sympathize with tl^em, and 
OS to what are the rights of my eoUcagoe, and the 
State he represents here. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am willing to embrace 
in my motion all the papers — the report of the 
committee, and also the reply filed by the Senator 
from Indiana, [Mr. £^B. J I wiah all the papers 



to go to the committee, as suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, [Mr. Brioht;] but I cannot 
consent to an understanding that the matiershall 
not be acted upon at the present session. I think, 
it the duty of the Senate, and its first duty, to 
settle the right of its members to seats, when 
there is any question raised. ' I make this sag- 
gb»tion at the request of the protestants them- 
selves.. The Senators and Representatives ofihe 
State of Indiana have requested an early decision 
of this question. They have sent a memorial 
here on that very poiat. I consider it my daty 
to oak for action. The Senate of course will ao 
as it pleases. As the question is somewhat 
familiar to the Senate, I trust that after its refer- 
ence to the Judiciary Committee they will soon 
act upon it, and report it back in time for the 
action of the Senate at this session. That, how- 
ever, will be for the committee and the Senate to 
decide. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Illinois haw 
certainly done hie duty so far as regards uiging 
an early decision of this case. When he was last 
on the fioor at the last session, insisting upon its 
consideration, one of the reasons assigned was, 
that the Indiana Legislature was in session and 
should have another opportunity of making an 
election, if the decision was adverse to the right 
of my colleague. That reason no longer exists. 
The Legislature, by constitutional limitation, ad- 
journs to-<lay or to-morrow. If thc^case, there- 
fore, were decided, no election could take place. 
I think, Mr. President, it is due to the sitting 
members, whose right to seats are controverted, 
that they should know now before this reference 
takes place, whether it is the intention of the 
Senate to consider this subject during the present 
session. It is due to the sitting members that 
they should be relieved from the anxiety which 
necessarily results from this state of uncertainty. 
I, for one, shall consider the reference of the 
entire case to the Committee on the Judiciary as 
disposing of it for the present session, and shall 
give it no further care or attention myself. 

Mr. FITCH. The object of the Senator from 
Illinois is manifest— an object in keeping with his 
past course in relation to this matter. He is at 
I fault now again as usual. He says the protest- 
ants asked an early decision. He well remembers 
that the paper which he presented asked a decis- 
ion prior to to-day. It alleged no desire for an 
early decision, unless it could be had previous to 
this day. To-day it stated the Legislature would 
adjourn, and asked a dedsion before its adjourn- 
ment. Tliis demand, it is of course impossible to 
comply with. Whatever object the signers had 
in view in making the demand cannot, therefore, 
be attained by pressing the matter to an imme- 
diatC'dccision now. I would prefer individually, 
if it were in conformity with the rules and past 
action of the Senate, that the resolution reported 
from tho Judiciary Committee during the last 
session, should be taken up and adopted, because 
it is manifest that our side of the case cannot be 
presented here unless authority be given 'to us to 
take testimony. 1 take it for granted the Senate 
do not desire to close the case upon an ex parte 
view. If, however, that resolution cannot be 
adopted, if the rules of the Senate require a refer- 
ence of the papers to the Judiciary Committee, I 
shall interpose no native voice, with the under- 
standing, however, desired by my collesgue, that 
the resolution of the late Judiciary Committee be 
among the papers referred, and with the fVirther 
understanding, that if thus referred, there shall 
be no action during this executive session beyond 
the action contemplated by that resolution. If 
that be the action desired, I see no necessity for 
the reference, because that resolution can an 
well be taken up and disposed of at once as after 
these papers shall have been referred to the com- 
mittee, and the some resolution perhaps again 
reported. 

Mr. SEWARD. When these papers were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary at tho 
last session, the honorable Senator from Indiana, 
who hns just taken his scat, [Mr. Pitch,] was 
the only person who had appeared under the 
credentials of the election held in Indiana, and 
claimed and taken a seat under them. Since that 
time, at the opening of the new Senate, the other 
honpmbte Senator [Mr.Baior ' ' 
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took his Beat. The former reioluUon referring 
the papers to the Judicianr Committee carried no 
other question but that relatine to the cose of the 
member who took his aeat at the last wssion. It 
ia ccnainly right and proper that the election of 
the other member from Indiana [Mr. Bricht] 
should be inquired into, because it ii tnrolved in 
the name protest. It ii proper that all the papers 
should be ref<:rred to narry that case before the 
committee; but as there is only pne set of papers 
emlracirif the two cases, I suppose it isjiroper 
that the motion should be in the general (orm in 
which it 'is. What the Senate eao. or will, or 
ought to do on the sulyeel hereafter, will depend, 
of course, upon the action of that committee. At 
all events, we are not prepared to say now, 
whether we are willing to foreclose the question, 
and adjourn it over to the next session. If so, 
then IS no object in the reference. There is a 
manifest propriety in referring that branch of tho 
subject which relates to the seat of Mr. Bmoht 
to tlie committee. It will be for the committee to 
recommend to the Senate whether we shall act 
niiw or at a future day. We must, in all pro- 
priety and justice, wait for the committee long 
enough to see whether thev are going to act at 
all before any question can m taken on dlscha^- 
ing them, and resuming the subject before the 
Seimte, wiiliout their advice. 

Mr. BUTLER. I now give notice to the mem- 
bers of the Judiciary Committee to meet to-mor- 
row morning, at eleven o'clock, to decide upon 
this question. At that time, as far as I am now 
informed, I shall mnkc the proposition to adopt 
tho resolution which was recommended by the 
late Judiciary Committee at the last session, 
because it is out of the question to think that 
wo can discuss, during the limited time we shall 
remain here, all the important questions involved 
in this contested election. It involves great ques- 
tions, OS far as I understand. I have formed no 
iud^incnt on them. The controversy, I have no 
doubt, will be one full of interest to the country, 
so far BS the Federal and State constitutions are 
concerned. We cannot now give it the necessary 
atttntioR. As regards the sitting members, of 
course it is very well known that we cannot 
remove them during this session, and we cannot, 
according to the opinions of the late Judiciary 
Committee, tdte jurisdietion of the great ques- 
tions which ore here involved, without having 
the information. With a view of taking the 
necessary steps to obtain it, 1 ask the Judiciary 
Committee to meet me to-morrow morning, at 
eleven o'clock. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I cannot see how it is pos- 
sible to have any such understanding as is sug- 
gested by the Senator from Indiana, that.if the 
question be referred, it shall not be taken up at 
liiiB session. That, I submit, is impossible. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I stated that I preferred the 
adoption of a resolution ^vingloboth parties the 
right to take testimony. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I am not talking about 
that resolution, but about the reference. It is 
obvious this reference ought to be made. Those 
who were members of the Senate at the session 
which has just dosed, know that the Judiciary 
Committeo then reported a resolution for the 
taking of testimony. If the committee should 
again come to that conclusion, both these cases 
being referred to them, the Senators from Indi- 
ana ought to know it. The resolution ought not 
only to be reported, but ought to be adopted, so 
that these gentlemen may have an opportunity to 
take their testimony by the next session. If a 
resolution be reported to take testimony, and it 
be not acted upon, it will stand over to the next 
session of Congress, and then, if the testimony 
be ordered, it will have to go over to a seeona 
year. Clearly, if testimony is to be taken, these 
gentlemen ought to know it now, and let them 
take It, and have it ready by another session. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That is just what we desire. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved thot 
all the papers relative to the recent senatorial 
election in Indiana be referr^ to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

AMENDHEirr OF THE RULES. 

Mr.BeNJAMIN. I offiir tht foUowinc at u 



additional rule of the Senate; and I'sball ask that 
it be taken up to-morrow: 

Rnoirtd, Thaiall*ubJecutwr<»i¥theS4>niieaithFc1iMe 
or the fim PMHion of eacti Cnngrew. tocluding thnac be- 
ftm committees, •ball b« rrnuinfid and procenled with at 
the »Mond MMlon of die aanie Cnnsren ia Uie same mea- 
lier as if no a^JaunnDeni of Ute Suaate hsd takea plsc« ; 
■nd all meiniKisIs onri piititiomi and other pnpen rufened 
to eommiiires «i tlie flrnt HCMion, sod muriiea to ttie oflea 
of ibc escretsry at ibe cIom of tbst seKsion, absll bs re- 
lumed to the sane eouineaB at lbs iinmsnsmsissi of 
Uie second seaaloB. 

COST or PVBUC PRIRTINO. 

Mr. CAMERON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: — 

Rtttlptd, That ih« Becretanr oftheTreasnrrbe directed 
to Airaiili to the SenUe a HtaicoiMit, at tbe cotnaKneenoDt 
of the nut mmod, ■howing tlir cott of Ibe printisf. Uad- 
Ing , sod paper, ord<?r^ by CoiiBrvw for aacb jresi, bofiaainc 
wMi December, uh] endlni with ihe lata lesswn. 

RIGHTS OF HBUTRALS. 

Mr. MA^N. I move that the Senate proceed 
to tbe considemlion of executive business. 

Mr. CRITTEtfDEN. WUI the honoMbb 
Senator from Virginia allow me to offer loiae 
resolutions? 

Mr. MASON. I will yield if they occupy Bo 
time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have no idea that they 
will occupy ttm*. I wish onlr to submit some 
resolutions which, at a future oay, I shall ask the 
Senate to consider. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw my motion for that 
purpose. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I had intended to ac- 
company the presentation of these resolutions 
with a word of explanation, but I shall forbear 
that, as I owe to the courtesy of the Senator from 
Viiginia the privilege of presenting them this 
morning. 1 submittne resolutionsrillmove that 
they be printed, and at some flittwttay I shall 
ask for their consideration: 

Retoleti, Thst, in tbe Judfment of tbe 8f iiste, tbe com- 
pteie exemption orsll vesBel* of commerce and (balr corp»si 
iVom Misiire or capturs In time of war would ke a ajgnal 
btcMiDg to manltlnd ; and thai tn tbe aeoemplhrtuB*nt of 
on encTso dOMirable ibc Senate will always be ready togivo 
their heanjr aid and cooperation. 

Raiolved, Tliat the mm abiriltion of privateering wooM 
not accompUab that end, but would, in its operation, be 
unequal and unjuat, depriving tbe United StateaV a movt 
eOkciual raeana of bosttiiiy and retaliation sgainil aauperior 
naval Power, which, by meana of ita greater number of 
public ahifis, mtghtalmaat, with impanily, deitray or cripflle 
our commerce | and ihsrsAira such abollHon Mone would 
be inconaisteat With the poUey and iatenat of lbs United 
Stnlea. 

Raoived, Thatthia policy of the United Staiea, eninctdlai 
with tbe gcnml iatereat of aunkind, la weti explained 
and vindicated in thaaiateamanlike letter of the Amoriean 
Secretary of Sute,Mr. Hsrer, to tbe Count de Bortigea, of 
JulySSih, 1S56. 

Kfotptd, Urrejfore, Tbst the cotirM pumed by Preaident 
Pierce, an itated in bla last annual meatftge,in referenca to 
certain rules or prlnciulea of maiitiroe law in time of war, 
ai;rccd upon and declared bj Plenipolcntlariea of Ruiaia. 
France, Great Britain, Austria, Pnisala, SsrdinlB, and 
Turkey, and lubmhted to blm for adoption by Uila Oovern- 
ment, meeu tbe cotdial approbsthHi and coacnrreaoe of 
the Senate. 

The resolutions were ordered to be printed. 

.PENN8TLVANIA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 

Mr. BIGLER. I presented at th#i lost meeting 
of the Senate certain papers relative to the right 
of my colleagne to bis seat inthis body, whidi 
were then laid on the table, as the committees 
hod not been formed. I now move that they be 
taken up, and referred to the Committee on tbe 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION* 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executire business; 
and after some time spent therein, ^ doors were 
reopened, and Uie Senate adjourned. 



IN SENATE. 

TtntDAT, March 10, 1857. 

Prayer by Rev. Stephcm P. Hill. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. DURKEE, it was 
OrdemI, That John G. Parker have leave to wMfeAaw 

hU petition and pspets, witb a view of ytwiBllin Osa •> 

iheT^ O^es DsvsitnMu. 



RIGHTS or NEUTRALS. 

Mr. CIUTTENDEN. I more the reference 
of the restrfotionk I had the honor to submit yes- 
terday, to tbe OiHnmiitee on Fore^ Rclaflons. 

The motitm was sgieed lo. 

PINAL Ai)jouR!mEirr. 

The VICE PRESIDENT called for p«titioi)s 
and reporu from committees, as the regular buii- 
ness in order; but there being none, he announi:fi! 
that the resolution of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
PuoH,] that the Senate adjourn without day on 
Monday, the 9th instant, was before tbe Senate, 
diough the day named in the reoolntion had 
passed. 

Mr. PUGH. I more to amend the resohtica 
by striking. out *' Monday, the 9lh," and insen- 
iag" Saturday, the 14th.^' 

The amendment was ajfreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The qtieatioa a 
on the resolution as amended. 

Mr. STUART. So fares I wn concenicd,! 
am ready to adjourn to-day, or any other 
but I think the custom hosMen universal atthfie 
called sessions, which are called at the ii»tai::c 
of the Executive, and for exeeativc obji-cu, 
postpone a question of adjournmeDtantil we Iran 
from the Executive that the purpoaeB for vbi^i 
the session has been called nave been como>c 
with. Now, sir, I think it would be Tery disrt- 
spectful, indeed, at a called session of this cbit- 
acter, for the Senate promptly to resolve thai it 
would adjourn at a day not far distant. I do eat 
think that has ever been done in the history cf 
this Government. I think it would be on unsc- 
ccsaory step, and one which could not be ct::- 
sidered as otherwise than disrespectful to -Jk 
executive ilepartmeiU that colled the •essioo. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think I may venture 
assert that it will not be considered disreapH:i;iL 
by the executive branch of the Governmeni. r 
will be in the power of the Executive, if tbepi.:- 
lie interests snould require the proloogsiioc i' 
our session, to give tts notice to thatefi'<cL > 
presume there is not a gentlenmi), on this 
who, when such a declaration, proceeding fr.-- 
proper authority, is made, will hesitate to proi< 
the session so long as the public interest lu;. 
require. I think this matter was fully considcn: 
by a number of gentlemen who^rtainly ha(«r> 
dtaposition to be diarespeetAil to the E^ecnutr. 
I for one am not willing to be placed in Uuii 
egory. f am entirely sotisAed it will not be »: 
construed. 

Mr. MASON. I Bsk that tbe reaolntioD intT 
be read. 

Tho Secretary read it, as follows: 
Rttolati, That tbe Senate will adjoam, wirtwun dar.ff 
Saturday, the I4th inatant, at one o'clock, p. in. 

Mr. MASON. I think it is a very ceoki 
course to adopt such a resolution until wv ar 
enabled to see tbe business before us, anti whe it'^ 
we are likely to conclude it. I do not know wb^'A ' 
it has ever been done at a called sesaion — a sjk-:^ 
session of this kind. I am disposed to ibnik 
hasnotbeen. Wehavc been called together fn-c 
the usages of the country by the outgoing Ptck- 
dent, in order that one just come in may I w 
the opportunity of submitting his nominal )qi'^.<" 
treaties, or whatever he mavhave of an exec3i.i; 
character, to the Senate. We have in truilt i>'' 
but one day in seaion — yesterday. T)i>: r>:.' 
days' sittings were mere formal sessions, ar-c <" 
have had no communication with the Pres:^- - 
to enable us to know when it will be praciiu' 
to get away. I am sure I am as anxious to r 
away as any gentleman of the Senate can be. 
1 am not at liberty iust now to entertain thi» nr- 
olution. I move, therefore, to lay it on the u^.' 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will wiihonv 
that motion for a moment to allow me to mu- ■ 
remark. 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from 0^' 
will postpone the consideration of the resoluiw 
until after we have an executive session. Wr ui 
get some information in executive session, 
which we cannot speak now, which will 
ence my action in regard to it. If tbe Stii;:' 
will withdraw the resolution for the preset < 
will move to proceed to the eonsidentioo of rx.?: 
utiTfl busiiwsi. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. I would lu^at^that the 

Juesiion can be u well taken on tiie adoption of 
tcresulutiunEiBonlayii^iion the tabfe. i think 
thertf area number of genileraen of thia body now 
absent; I beliflTe I na,«e heard a T«ry general 
expnaxoB among Senatora indtoauae a diapoai- 
tion 10 have an early adjournraenL I nave heard 
persons on thia door certainly entitled to conaid- 
eralion, say that we had little or no busineaa here 
now, and very little elsewhere. What it ia that 
Senatora wish to ait here for and prolong out the 
fa^-end of a woro-out aeaaion, I cannot imagine. 
Sir, let US go home. We ahall not get away from 
here until we fix, id advance, a day of acyourn- 
ment that the Adnioiatration may work up to. 
Tliere can be no aouU about thatj it baa alwajro 
proved so. 

At the close of the session of Congress four 
years ago, when the new Administration mm in- 
augurated, the Senate, for thefirst time, prolonged 
its special aeasion until the lltb of April. It ia 
well known that the longer you ait the greater will 
be the amount of busineas you will be required to 
tmr>aact before you will be penniued to adjourn. 
Any one knowa it who haa looked into the matter 
at all, for each conaecutive day brings to its con- 
chioion a number of commisaiona. Each day 
ihe terms of a number of oiGcars throughout the 
United States expire. Immediately questions of 
appoinlment arise; and if tbs vacancies happen 
during our aession, unless noaoinations are made 
and tranamitted to, and acted on by the Senate 
and nttified, the offices are left vacant. Each day, 
therefore, that you remain here 70a absolutely 
aufftir to be orealed — if you may not in fact be 
said to want to create — business that will continue 
your stay, and the length of this session. That 
la a fact. I know it to be so.* I know tbatif you 
will continue to sit from now to December next, 
you will continue to have business in consequence 
of the continued expiration of terms of service, 
and the contlaued neecBsity for inmediateastions 
on the aominationi that may be nude, or else 
there will be no oflkers in existence to fill the 
offices. Such is the nature of business of this 
character. 

It will be recollected that four years ago the 
session lasted until the lltb day of April, I do 
not believe that, if this session ts continued into 
another week, • quorum will be found here to 
transact buaineas. I know, for one, that I can- 
not stay here in a prolonged seasion, and I believe 
I beard a atmilar expression from at leaat six or 
seven other gentlemen. I know my business at 
home is uieent, and my departure is necessarr. 

If we will say that Saturday shall be the oay 
of adjournment, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations shall come here in 
pursuance of the neceasiiy of the Administration, 
and eay to us that we ought to delay longer, that 
it is demanded, that there is a necessity for pro- 
longing the session, I vooU vote to rescind the 
resolution and extend the time; and it can ^e 
done. If, however, we defer the fixing of any 
time, we shall not secure an adjournment until an 
immense mass of bnsiiwu will havo fitllen upon 
our hands. 

Aa was remarked by a Senator on this floor, a 
few momenta since, this subject was considered 
yesterday among a number of gentlemen of the 
Senate, and notadissentingvoicedid [ hear there. 
[ do not see now that there seem to be many who 
Barry it oat, for some of those who came to that 
3oneluaion«oiinanimoaslythen,seemnowtohave 
^heinged their opinions. It is a fact, in regard to 
;he omcera whose terms exfure, tbatif we adjourn, 
:h ose ofScea can be filled by the President; out if 
Jiey are nomioatedand notconfirmed, they cannot 
3e filled, and officers reappointed cannot perform 
Lhe duties in conseouence of the failure of the 
Senate to confirm ttiem. We merely go on to 
accumulate buainess for ourselves and embarrass 
Lbe Administration by a continuous long session. 
I feel that it isoppressive, burdensome, and bard 
»n those of us who have been here so long, and 
sertainly we ought to be allowed to go home. 

Mr. MASOn. I move to lay the resololion on 
;he table; and on that motion I ask for tfao yeas 
utd naya. 

The yeas and naya were ordered and taken. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, before the result 
HTM aanouncadj aIiu^mI TOta from " nay" to 



"yea," baring at first supposed the vote was 
directly on the reaolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. I change my vote, as I fol- 
lowed the lead of the honorable Senator from 

Tennensee. 

Mr. FOOT. I cbaiiee my vote ftom nay" 
to " yea." I believe it is unusual to fix the day 

of adjournment at sessiona of this character be- 
fore communicating with the Executive. 
The yeas were SO, and the nays 33; as follows: 



YKA8— Hmms. Allen, Bell of Tenaenae. Caswrmi, 
Collamer, CriiMnden, DoolitlJe, OonglM, Dune«, Evan*, 
Foot, Foater, Kennedy, Hoaod, Sewnrd, Simmons, Stuon, 
ThWiMmorHewJeney, Trumbull, Wiidc,iuid Wriiibi— 90. 

NAVe— Heans. Bayard. Bell of New Hampshire, Ben- 
jamin, Bigler, Bright, Sioderick, Browu, Chandler, Fiteh, 
Green, Gwin, Hninlin, Harlan, HouBion, Iverson, Jobnson, 
Jotiet, Polk, Fuel), Busk, aiideil,TooinlM,and WilMni— 33. 

So the Senate refused to lay the resolution en 
the tablo, 

SZJKJVTITB SBB8I0N< 

Several messages in writing were reeeiTed fhnn 
the President of the United States by Mr. 7ahs« 
BocBAMAN Hbhilt, his Private Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the conaideration of executive buaineea; 
and afler some time ^>ent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjtmmed. 



IN SENATE. 
Wedhksdat, Mareh II, 1857. 
Prayer by Rev. Stephen P. Hill. 
The Journal ofyesterday was read and approved. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFKHRBD. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, it was 

Oritred, TbM the papera relatii^ to the eMra of WllHsot 
A. Cameron bewiibdrawnlinmtuelUeaaiidreftinduttlM 
Committee un Cloiau. 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 
(Mcrv4,Tliat Bamnel W. Lecompie have leave to wlih- 
drsw UspetiUon and papers. 

DEUVBRT OF LETTERS. 

Mr. WILSON aubmitted the following reso- 
lutions for information: 

JUtoiMrf, TliBt the Posunnster Geaeral be directed to 
ftimiali Ibe Senate, at as enrly a day aa practicable, will) 
coptea or any Instractions which may have been Inued by 
the Post OIBca Department, snihorislng poMnaaten 10 neg. 
iMsl or 10 reRiM in deliver lettera 10 puiiea enUtled 10 tba 
same, with a view to exaet more than tha lawfiil poatSfe. 

Retoieedyfwdker, That lie be olwdlrected to AuroUli the 
Senate wlUt copiea of the fi>l]awiti| named letters, viz : a 
letter tnm tbe rim AntusBt PostBiaatar Gcneiaf, under 
date of Angsat W, 1B59, sddremed to the poalmaater ai Ban 
Pianciico i a letler ftom llio anioa oBlcer, and noder ibe 
>nme date, addreaaed 10 Henir L. Gnodwtn, of Ban Ftaii- 
daeo ; stao the letten to whicli the above-iwued commu- 
nleaitonf ware ia reply t and, in addition ibereio, oopiea of 
the con«apoiidence that baa bceu held alnee July, IBSS, bs- 
tween the Post Offlee Department and thuoatmaster and 
assistant pocinuuter of San Francisco, frftehitlon to tbe 
course porsued by the Post Ofllcc auihoritles toward* the 
Penny Post Company of Caltfbmla. 

PENNSTLVANIA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on tbe Judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred the protest of certain members of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives of tbe State of 
Pennaylvania, alleging certain irregularitiea and 
illegalities in the election of the Hon. Simon Cam- 
aaoK, a Senator from said State, to make the fol- 
lowing report; 

The sraunds of protaai are atated as ftrilowi : 

1. Tau there was not n concurrent miUority of each 
House in Ihvnr of the candidate declsR-d to be elected. 

3. That the Scnatodid not comply with Ihe rcqalremenls 
ofthcBctofSd July, 183H,tvappoiniinfi a teller and nuking 
anomloatlonof penoBS to fill said office, and fivinc notice 
of said appoinuuent aud nomination at feut one day pre- 
vidus to ibc meetioi of uid convention. 

In addition to the two grounds aforemid, the pmtett pre- 
sented by the members of tlie House or Bepreaentauvea. 
cbargea— 

3. That the election of the said Sufoa CAMaaon was 
procured, as Uicy are informed and believe, by corrupt and 
unlawftil means, inflaencinfithe action and voles of certain 
members of the Hooite of Beprescniativea of this Slate ; 
and Uiey request 'Jut an investigatioii be ordered by your 
honorable b(My,noi only into thorefularityorthe salu elec- 
tion, but into the charges herein preiiented, in order that no 
opponanity may be aflorded of submitting the proof npon 
which they rest." 

In relation to the first two srounda of protest, ttie com- 
mittee are unanimously of opinion that no net* yre pre- 
sented tending in the slightest degree to impair the validity 
of the election of Mr. Cilmbboh. 

It Is tne that ibo law of Fennsylvsnia on the aiditect of 
tke flieetlai of BanaUKa requtna that sash braooi of tbe 



L ag Mawrs etaall appoinione teller, and nominate at least 
one person to dil aucb office, and commanicaic 10 t!ic otiier 
House the nanii^s of the persons aoappomtcd and Nomin- 
ated at least one day previoui to the Jomtmeetlntii tiuttlie 
same law also provides, tliat at the hour of twelve, on the 
aecond Tuagday in Janaary next preceding the 4>xpiratlon 
of ibeconsinatioDal term of a Senator, tbe inc mbets orboib 
Houses alinll meet in conventian in the Chaaber of the 
House of Represeuiativos, and chooae a Senator vim v9e» 
from the persons so nominated aa aforesaid 1 and nli^n ex- 
pressly provides that the pctsoa who shall receive the rotes 
of a majority of thememben preMntaballlM declared daly 
elected. 

From tbe extracts Aimished t»y Ihe protesttng parties, 
taken from the Journals of the two Houms, it appears thai 
the two Houscadidmeeiin joiatconventioaonlhe day and 
at the place appointed by law, sad in accordance with ras^ 
olutiona p.issed in each House separately, and that one hun- 
dred uid thiny-ltirrc members, composing Ute entire Legis- 
lature of Fenusylvanla, were present and voted, and tltat 
Simon CAMBanx received sixty-seven vole.', and sixiy-bix 
votes were given for all the other eandidntC!< ; and that 
BIHOH Camekor having thus obtained a majority of tbs 
votes oroll tlie memben presaat, was deetaied duly elected 
Senator. 

It appears ftom the Journal of tbe Senate that the appoint- 
ment of a teller and th«: nominatltm of candidates, and the 
eoamanicBtion to the other Booie of the appointment and 
nomiaallon so tnade, all took place on the day of tbe eleo* 
tion. instead of one day previous to the election, as required 
by tne law of the Biate ; bat your conuilUee regard this 
provUIon of law as purely direcfory in its natarc, and are 
of opinkm dixt a Allate to ewaply Mdi this flMnal? would, 
under no clrcam:*tancea, aafllee to itftlata afi election otlier- 
wiae leeal and valid; but wbeiei aa in the preaont case, 
both Houses proceeded without objection tmm any aourca 
to perA>rm their constitatlonal du^ of electing a Benaior, 
die necettity of complying with any particular ttxnu 
quired by law may Ibuly be conaidend aa. waived by eoia- 
mon consent, and It is entirely loo late, dier Ihe rG»ult of 
the voting has been ascertained, 10 nlae a question aa ta 
tbe mode of proceeding. 

Tbe oUectiofi that there wsa not a eoan i nsnt m«Jofilr 
of each House in fkvor of the caadidaK dectaml to ba 
elected, is equally untenable under the statute of Pennsyl- 
vania, and lh<> uniform praclttnl construction of the Federal 
ConHlilUlinn for the last halfccntuiy. 

The third ground of protest ia aipicd ^ nwsriieiii of ika 
House of RepresentatiTes of Psnnsylvama, but not by th« 
membera oTtbe Senate of tlut Bute. 

It ia a general allegation "that (he election of the said 
Simon Cameron wsa ptoeared, sa they are informed and 
belieTe, by eomipt and nnlawAd nratw, Influencins the 
aetioD and voiea of certain memben of the House of Bep- 
rcflcntaiiveit," and the Senate of Ibe United Siatas U asked 
to tnvefligatc ihe cbAigc 

The eommhMo caanM reeonsesd that Mm prayer be 
graaisd. Tbealh^atlnniaeatlrelrtoovsiiwand UtdeOniie 
tojualiiyauch arecoraswodattna. Notaatngle faciorcir- 
earastance la demiled aa s baria fiir Uie general charge. 
Neither the nature oT tbe mesna aUcged to be eomipi and 
unlawAil, nor the time, place, or manner of osing iliem IS 
set Ihnfa, nor ia It even alleged lllst Ike sUiing member par- 
ticipated in iho use of such comipt meanii, or, indeed, bod 
any knowlodgeof their existence. Under nn Htate of facta 
could your eomnrittee deem If coneteteM with propriety, or 
with me dignity of ihia body, to send oat a roviiui coram!*- 
rionin searehofprooftof frand hi order to doprive one of in 
membera of a seat to wfatim he ia, prima /inae, entitled ; sull 
less can thry recommend atieb a eoutse wlion the parties 
aHentng the ftaud and comptlan are thenmlvea amed 
with ample powera Itar Investlinalon. If k bo. Indeed. UM 
that membera of tbe lioaaa of Bsi iia ut iaiailvei of Pennayl- 
vania have been influenced by eormpt considFraiioas oc 
unlawl\il appliances, the mesna of Inveatlgallon and redren 
are in the power of the very poniea who seek the aid of the 
Senate Of tbe United Biatea. Let their enmplaiM be mads 
to tbe Hoiiae ofnhich they are memben, and which la ibe 
tribunal peculiarly appro[wiai« Ibr conducting tbe desired 
investigation. Thatthelr complaint will meet the leapect- 
M conaideration of that House your committee are not 
permitted to doubt. If upon anoh investigation the fhcis 
charged are proven, and if ihey,in any manner, involve tho 
character of the rpcently-electcd member of this l>odr frmn 
the State of Peansylvonin, the Conatiiution of the united 
Stales haa not left ihe Senate wlthoat ample meana Ihe 
protecting Itself uiain It the pre aaaca of nswotlhy memben 
Initamidst. InthemesntimayoarcommlueeMenoreasoa 
fbr initiating any proceeding 00 the subject, and submit tbe 
following riTFolution : 

Retolrrd, That the Comalltee on Ihe Jodlctsry be dl»- 
charged from the fttrtber consideiatfon of tbe sabiect. 

Mr. PUOH. I have to make my appearaneo 
again in the character of a dissenter from a ma- 
jority of the Committee on -the Judiciary. My 
views are briefly expreased in tht paper which 1 
will read: 

The undenigned, n member of the Committee na the 
Judiciary, dlsicnta fhim the conelnaion nt wliidi |ila ool- 
leagues have arrived in reference tn the c<mtested elsetlcm 
of a Senator for the State of Pennsylvania. 

In the protest lubmitted by fbrty-tbur membera at Hie 
House of nepresentnUvM In thkt State Will be Amnd aa 
alleimtton In tbese words : 

"The uniiersigned ninher charge that tbe election of the 
said Simon Cameron was procured, as thcv arc infortned 
and believe, by eormpt and unlawAil meana Influencing the 
action and votes of certain membmofthe HnoteofRcpre- 
aenuiivee of Uiis Buue{ and they reqnefi that nn investi- 
gation be ordered by your honorable body, not only Into the 
regularity of the eald election, but Into the chan;'^ herein 
presented, in order tkat an opporiiadty miy ht affirdti ^ 
SHfrmtWSjr Ue sroo/iwon mUc* lAty ntt." 

It la olfaeied by the vm^oMi aC tBeeoaunUiee that this 
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pMiffiph doe* not ipeciflcallj rebu itw IkcM on wUcb k 
ebug* of oonupUOD can be pndicMed. 

If the MM were only Iwiween eontoMor uul eontMlm, 
u IndtvldBBti, Uien! micbt be mom force In ihe ob)«ctinn ; 
b« It fa 0H« in whlcb k number of the quallfiwl e<«ctara, 
tbeBMlTM public Bg«nu, inRirm the Senate ItaM corrupt, 
« well tm DnUwrul maua, have been used Intbe cleoUoa. 

Tbe accuauion comes from a rMponalble aource, and ia 
too KTifHu, too dutlnctly and directly made, to bo treated 
with tndUrarenca. ItconcerMtbeboowof ine Senate,aod 
Ibe Mewity af the Oonmmant, Ibat no rule ofroerely lacli- 
alcal dtanctar, applic^le aa betwean IndlvMuala, ^uld 
prevent a ilioroti|ti InratlfBtioD of the case. Tbla would 
■earn to ba a dnty4he more Imperative In view of ttie stat- 
ue enaetad at the late t ea ri o n , tn which very atriniant and 
•awoal proviaiMM have been made fttr the detectUm of 
oofTupt piacticaa by memlwn ofConfroM. 

The uadeiaigned concora with the nMiority In reference 
to ilwotbarpMnlB of contest. O. E-Pl/QH. 

I dMirsi with the eoDMnt of the Seoate, to 
make one more <^>aetTation, ai it did not occur 
to me, until I heard the report of the majority. 
It ii objected there that this complaint is made 
br members of the House of Representatives of 
F^onajlTaniai and not by members of the Senate. 
That IB because the chai^ relates to members of 
the House, and not to members of the Senate. It 
is said that these gentlemen canprocurean inves- 
tigation by their own House. That may be. 
^at investigation may extend to the expulsion 
of thoae merabers;-but it does not extena to the 
eaae of the penoa who already claims to be 
Senator on thu floor. That inTestigatioo camiot 
touch the subject-matter of this complaint, for 
the Senate of the United States is the only body 
that can act updn that view of the case, so far as 
the sitting Senator is concerned. 

tt is said alM that they can proceed to expel 
their membern It requires two-thirds to expel; 
and eren if the memoeta were expelled, that 
would Btill not touch the mischief or which the 
jntrtestanta compUin. I never will agree that an 
election which is alleged to be procured by cor- 
nipt means, shall be treated as a thing not worthy 
or examination. We have armed the eommlt- 
teet of the Senate and of the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States with powers which I 
took occasion to denounce at the last session as 
onpreeedented and despotical. They were con- 
Arred for the express purpose of enabling Con- 
gress to reaeh the erHs which were sain to be 
bidden from our Tiew under the ordinary rules 
of evidence. 

I do not desire to pursue the subject, but only 
for one to say, in view of the Senators who sat 
here at the last session and heard the a^ments 
advanced why we should depart from Ute rules of 
the eonuBon law, that eonvption had become a 
common i^arge against members of Congress; 
that wo mast vioute the settled rules of law in 
order to be able to reach it; emd when the House 
of Representatives has gone on to perform a great 
ad of justice to itself, and jnsliee to the country, 
and Justice to the Oovemment, in purging itself 
of corrupt and unworthy members, that now, 
when we have a number of the qualified electors 
of a Senator coming here from tbe State of Penn- 
sylvania to ask us not to send a roving commis- 
sion, as Uie majority of the committee nave said, 
but to ask us to five them an opportunity to sub- 
mit their proofii, (for that is their request — " Give 
us an opportunity to be heard and to submit our 
proofs," say they,) we are to be told that be- 
cause they are not able, by the defect of their pro- 
ceedings, or by the rules of their Legiidature, or 
by the roles of their Hmisei to reduce it to the 
exact form of an indictment, we shall dismiss it 
without further consideration. For one, I say, 
1 enter tny protest against this. * 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is not my intention to 
aay anything in support of the report which I 
iMje read. 1 will kave it to speak for itself in 
Motrast with the min<mty report presented by 
^ honorable Senator from Ohio; but I must 
jHretest against any insinuation that the majority 
<tfitha committee are indisposed to investigate any 
aharges of fraud or corruption mode as vitiating 
fojr election that may be sent before them. The 
Jisport of tbe majority does no such thing. ' Tbe 
jroport of the minority asserts what on examina- 
tion of the papers will suffice amply to prove, that 
.there is no chane whatever made against the 
.fitting member; tnere is a general vague stste- 
ment that the TOtes of certain members of the 
^onse, of which the protestanta theraselves are 
■mnben^wminflaeDGcdbycomiptneaM. It 



is not even stated that the sitting member had 
any knowledge of the means; it is not stated that 
he participated in the appliances; and, above all, 
it is not stated what tne means are which they 
choose to term corrupt and unlawful. Not a 
solitary fact is stated. There is an aoeusation in 
general terms, but not one allegation of fact of 
any kind whatever. 

Now, sir, under circumstances like these, for 
parties who are themselves armed with power to 
initiate an ■investigation which will bring out all 
the details of time, place, and circumstance neces- 
sary for a correct conclusion of fact by them, to 
ask us to initiate an investigation ana to receive 
proof, the majority of the committee coneidered 
totally unwarranted by pny precedent that is to 
be found in contested elections. Tbe Senator says 
theyhavenotpresented a formal indictment. We 
object on no surb ground aa that. We require 
no formal indictment; bat surely it is elementary 
in all public aSitirs in this country ,and above all 
it must be supiioBed to be known to members of 
a State Legislature, that a general charge affecting 
character will never be inquired into unless some 
facts are alleged as tbe basis of the charge. Not 
a solitary fact is here alleged; and the committee 
deem it twworthy of the Senate and unjust to the 
silting member to prosecute a jgeneral investiga- 
tion about which it would be impossible to give 
him any notice, if notice were required , by which 
he could shape his defense and bring forward his 
proofs. If these protcstants have any facts to 
allege, if they have circumslancos of time, place, 
or manner to detail, it is not yet too late; let them 
present here again their complaint, and give us 
something to in vestigate,and not generally cliarge 
that on individual has been elected here by cor- 
rupt means, without staling whether he was cog- 
nizant of tbe means of corruption, ^ what the 
means were that they consider as being corrupt. 

Mr.BUTLER. Mr.President,myrriendfrom 
Louisiana has drawn up this report in conformity 
with Uie views which 1 entertain on this subject. 
I see new practices every day introducing them- 
selves into the Senate, f am sorry that my friend 
from Ohio has dissented on this subject, because 
I have not only kind feeling for him personally, 
but respect for his judgment. The usage of the 
Senate formerly was, that no minority report 
should ever be brought into the Senate at all; bat 
the minority asked leave simply to read their 
views. In that point of view, I ask that my 
fHend*s docoment may be considered. 

The idea of devolvii^ upon the Senate of the 
United States a jurisdiction to try cases of cor- 
ruption in the State Legislatures, I utterly protest 
against. Lei the members who have been cnat^^ 
with corruption be tried by their peers. It would 
be a very un(itfo tribunal for them to come here 
and bring witnesses, orforusto send outaroving 
commission. If there is any real cbaige on this 
subject they can try the individuals; and if they 
implicate Mr. Cahcron, I will, for one, move for 
his expulsion right off. I will not have any im- 

Eure man in this body that has obtained his seat 
ere by any means of corruption. But let them 
purge themselves-before they come here and ask 
us to give them the medicine. I have not the least 
idea of assuming a jurisdiction of this kind. It 
would be unsafe and unslatesmanlike. 

I am a State-rights man: and I say that the 
vicinage try the niaR,and when they try the man 
and bnne out the evidence, I will take cognizance 
here as aSenator, and will expel the member who 
is implicated in the chaige. But for a State Le- 
gislature, and the Keystone State, to come and ask 
the Senate of the United St^s to investigate 
choirs which they could investigate themaelves, 
js contrary to all my noiiona of propriety. 1 will 
say,'for the little State of South Carolina, -if such 
a charge was made there againtitany individuals, 
I tell you, sir— you may call it chivalry if you 
choose; 1 itnow it is a common word — we wou^ 
not ask the Senate of the United States to try it 
when we could try it ourselves. I would not 
try a man on any charge whatever, upon a gen- 
eral indictment of this kind, without specifying 
the offense, and at least indicating, as in a court- 
martial, specific duu^ on which the prosecutors 
intended to ccmvict him. 

Mr. PUOH. As to my mmonty report, the 
first pncedent for it. very mon aAer 1 was a 



member ^f the Committee on the Judiciary, I 
saw was by the honorable chairman himself. 

Mr. BUTLER. I asked leave to file it as a 
paper, not as a diasentiae report. 

Mr. PUQH. He flled a minority report upon 
some question which was before the committee; 
or at least it was shown us in the G1<^ as a pre- 
cedent; so that, if I erred in that regard, I fol- 
lowed a very safe precedent. 

Theobjection made by the Senator fn>m Lonis- 
iana is that ibis charge is not speeifie enough. It 
is as specific aa half the choigea that have been 
made in cases of contested election, as gentlemen 
will find who will look into the book of reporta 
of contested cases. It is a dirq^ charge that cor- 
rupt means have been ttsed to procure a certain 
election. I did not insinuate that tbe majorityof 
tbe committee woald not investigate suchacharge. 
I have made no insinuation against the person 
claiming to be a Senator. I have confined myself 
to the charge before us, which the committee pn- 
pose to dismiss as unworthy of further notice. 
If it turns out to be a false charge, I ahall be 
exceedingly gratified; bnt fbr the purposes of this 
discussion we are to assume that these are re- 
sponsible eccosers, and they have made an acco- 
sation to the Senate. My friend ssfcs why ^ooU 
we investigate corruption allmd lo have been 
practiced by members of the Kate Le^Iaturcs. 
Because they an the electors of this bMy. Does 
my friend the chairman pretend to say that an 
election procured by bribery is a valid Mection of 
a Senator? 

Mr.BUTLER. No, 

Mr. PUQH. No, sir; it is sToid election, and 
it is our duty to vacate it. Whenever this body 
assumes the doctrine that it will not investigate 
a charge of bribery and corruption conitecied with 
the election ofits members, it degrades itself from 
its position: itbeeomesunwoithy of itsnameaEd 
iu position in this Gkivemiiient. 

I admit that the charge does not state facts, it 
does not state particulars; and I say again, if it 
were an individtial claiming a title, if it were a 
canieutor claiming this seat, I would require him 
to set out the facts and the circamsiances; but 
sudi is not the case. These are not parties clsiin- 
ing tbe seat. They are partof the electors; tbry 
are not a majority of the electors; they are noi 
able to control tbe matter; but tliey are a respect- 
able minority, and they ask the Senate, not to 
send out a commission to examine facts, but to 
appoint a commission before which they can 

Sroduce their witnesses. Tfaeyask leave topro- 
uce their witnesses, and we are told they caniio; 
be allowed to have it. I only wish to set mysi^if 
right against the censure of the Senator from 
Louisiana and the Senator from South Carolina. 
It seems to me it is a ease theSenatecmght to in- 
vestigate. Hanng said this, I have dischat^ 
my duty. 
Mr. MASON obtained the floor. 
Mr. BUTLER. I hope my friend will allow 
me to make one remark. 

Mr, MASON. I must decline to yield the floor. 
I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. BIOLER, I hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will allow an order for printing the reports 
to be made. ' 

Mr. BUTLER. I have a right to object to 
Senator from Virginia making a motion to go int^ 
executive session, and I haveari^t to movethit 
these papers be printed. Besides, thia is a prii- 
ileged question. 

The VIC& PRESIDENT. Doea the Senstor 
make any motion i 

Mr. BUTLER. I make a motion tbst these 
papers be printed; and, furthermore, I wisii, 
though I suppose I cannot do it while the motite 
for executive session is pending, to say one or 
two words. 

Mr, MASON. I am sorry tointeifbre with isy 
friend Oom South Carolina, but it is known thst 
the condiCion of public business in the Senau 
in executive session requires action. I have no 
objection to a vote being taken on the motion to 
print, 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will allow the vote to be taken. 
Mr, MASON. I have no obieetion to that. 
Mr.HAMLIN. I aaggeM that,irthe Senalsr 
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im South Caroliiw iomti on procseding with 
ia quefltion, it is not io order for th« Senator 
im Virginia now to Bubmit his motion. A mo- 
rn to proceed io the coasideraUon of executive 
laineas cannot be made wlien there is another 
leation before the Senate. That question must 
diapoaed of in some way — laid on the table or 

rned, or Bomething done with it. 
MASON. 1 think the SenatorfVom Maine 
not exactly correct in hia interpretation of the 
lea. It ia competent to any Senator, at any 
ne, to move that the doora be closed, and the 
leatioa must be put on that motion, under the 
lea. I have no objection, however, to the 
ation to print being aiaposed of. 
Mr. STuART. It is important to dispose of 
is point, agreeably to the rulea. It seema to me 
at the rules of the Senate contemplate this: the 
lestion now before as is not a privileged quea- 
in, but it is aqoeatton of priTitege;.it is a qucs- 
in of the firat and highest order. It invalves 
e right of a member to his seat, and takes pre- 
dence of every other question, uoleasamajority 
the Senate lay it aside; because, suppose you 
< into executive session, the very right of this 
ember to TOte there is involved. Itiaaquestion 
whether be is a member. 
Mr. MASON. Allow me to interrupt the Sen- 
sr. I withdraw the motion to go into executive 
ssion, if it be understood that tt is only wanted 
print the papers. 

Mr. STUaRT. I wish onlv to say a word 
rther. I think my honorable friend from Maine 

mistaken. It Is not neaessary to lay aside any 
rislative business in order to make a motion to 
I into executive aession. The suggestion of the 
■norable Senator from Virginia, however, re- 
ives the whole difficulty. Cerlainlythesereports 
ight to be priBted,thatwe may see what we are 

act upon. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I retire from the contest alto- 

ther, and give up the floor to everybody that 

EUltS it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I am not certainly prepared to 
I through with this queetion this morning. I 
ink it IS proper that the report should be 

inled. 

The motion to piint was aereed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. This dUcusaion has taken 

wider range thao I had expected. I never heard 

)til yesterday that anybody talked about cor- 

piion in my election 

Mr. BIGLER. I thought the question was 
spoaed of. 

Mr. CAMERON. The question, I suppose, 
n be discuBsedi but if mjr colleague desires to 
leak, I will give way to him. I do not desire to 
akc a speech, but to say one word. Until yes- 
rday 1 never heard of this charge of corruption, 
he whole protest is looked upon in Pennsyl- 
inia as a mere piece of humbug. More than 
renty-five of the gentlemen who have signed that 
iper have called on me and said there was noth- 
g in it, but that thoy were compelled to sign 
lest they should give offense to some ruling 
en who expected to have some influence on the 
tming appomtments. [LMighter.] I cannot talk 
ire about corruption in theLegisuaure of Penii- 
rlvania. I was born in Pennsylvania. I expect 
at my body will rest there, and take its eternal 
cep in the soil of Pennsylvania. I am too proud 
' tnat great Stata to believe that any man lO her 
egifllature could be bought to do any unworthy 
;t. ThereisnobodyinPennsflTaniawbothinks 
* talks about corruption in this matter; but there 
« many gentlemen who aspire to the office I 
>w occupy viPnd who hope that next year a Le- 
slature difierentlf constituted may elect some 
le of them. It is only a auesUon of time in 
gard to this election. If tne case be decided 
iw, I do not care how it is decided; I only ask 
' the Justice of the Senate, and of their kind feel- 
ig, that they will decide it before they adjourn, 
will go back to my constituents, and I believe, 
) sure as there ia a God in heaven, if you turn 
le out I shall come next year to have the honor, 
r sitting amongst you. 

Why, Mr. President, I am too proud of my 
Krn character to desire to come here by any other 
lan honorable means. I come here to add to my 
me, to my chameterj to my reputatioD, which 
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I desire to leave after me; and that cannpt be 
done by money. It ie \ proud thing to be a 
meodber of this Senate; but it would be disgrace- 
ful to be here otherwise than by honorable means. 
So I view it. I only ask you, gentlemen, Sena- 
tors, to decide the question; decide it promptly; 
dedde it aa you please. 

Mr. BIGLER. I certainly desire no contro- 
versy with my honorable colleague on this sub- 
ject at present; but, sir, 1 am not willing to con- 
clude that twenty-five members of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania have trifled wiih the Senate of 
the United States on this subject. The claimant 
to a seat here has seen proper to allece that 
t¥renty-five members of the Legislature who have 
signed the protest which I had the honor of pre- 
senting here, have said since that the allegation 
was a humbug, that it amounted to nothing. Sir, 
I cannot take that assertion IVom my eoTleague 
here. I am not willing to conclude that these 
gentlemen have signed their names to deliber^ 
allegations without being serious. 

I nave the honor of knowing personally a very 
large number of the signers of the protest. I am 
willing to bear testimony to their honorable career 
anywhere. I must testify to their honorable mo- 
tives in this case. They may be mistaken both 
in matters of form and in questions of substance, 
so far as they affect the right of my col'eague to 
a Beat; but I do not believe they were ever moved 
to an act of grave responsibility by any othe.r 
than high and honorable moUves. So question 
ofhow far their action mightinfluencethosewho 
dispense patronage and wield power has con- 
trolled their action in signing their names here. 
But for this unhappy remark I should not have 
troubled the Senate for a moment; but I could not 
remain silent under an allegaUon which involves 
the integrity of twenty-five members of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania. 

I agree with my honorable colleague that the 
allegation of fraud and corruption is a grave one. 
I am as slow to qplertaiu such an iua as any 
other man. I am as proud of my native State 
as he is; I have aa exalted an opinion of all the 
members of the Legislature of Pennsylvania as he; 
but I cannot allow the impression to go out to 
the country that this allegation is trumped up 
without there being any reasonable show for the 
charge. 

Sir, in this I am certainly safe, and to this my 
colleague will assent, that the party fo which he 
didnotbelongctccLedamiJority of tne members of 
the Legislature; that the Democratic party were 
entitled to ihc Senator; that they expected to elect 
the Senator; yet they were disappointed because 
three members, in violation of their party prin- 
ciples and the assurances given to their friends, 
voted for a member of the Republican party. 
The members of the Legislature who cast the 
votes that have became a subject of criticism and 
inquiry were elected by large Democratic major- 
ities, in one county, i thinK, by over two thou- 
sand, and in the other county by about one thou- 
sand five hundred. My honorable colleague is 
perfectly aware tliat promptly the allegation was 
made by ihc men who elected these members of 
the Legislature, that they 1^ betrayed them from 
improper motives. 

Now, air, I will unite in the hope expressed by 
the Senator from Ohio; I will unite with what my 
colleague says — I trust there will be no evidence 
of corruption. That is too dear a price to pay 
for a seat here ibr any man; but I cannot agree 
that the circumstances surrounding this case are 
such that it is to be disposed of without a fuller 
examination. I rose first simply to ask that the 
case tic over and the reports be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON. My colleague has talked 
about the majority of the Legislature having beeA 
elected in opposition to the party to which I at 
present belong. I say to him that there never 
has been a time within the last twenty-five years, 
and I believe he knows it, when there would not 
have been more than three men in the Legislature 
of any party, I care not what party you name, 
that would not have voted for me for any office 
which I might have desired to obtain. In the 
county of Schuylkill, where two of the gentlemen 
belonging to the Democratic party who voted for 
me resit^ there haa not l^en a time when the 
majority of the Democratic party was notfavor- 
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able to me, and preferred me to any public man 
who had been offered. The leading Democratic 
organ in that county has sustained the votes jof 
those two gentlemen, asmycolleaguekaowe. In 
the county of York my colleague has reason to 
believe and to know, for he has had the beneflt 
of it, that there hae always been a large portion 
of the Democratic {mrty fiivomble to me; for I 
think when we nominated him for the office 
Governor, be got the delegates of that county 
through my influence. [Laughter.] So Au- as I 
was concerned io this election, m^y gentlemen 
voted for me from personal preferences. I do not 
desire to discuss this matter. . I am desirous that 
the whole documents should be printed; and all I 
a8k,a8 I said before, is that the senate wiUdecids 
the question promptly. 

Ti^eVlCEPRESiDENT. Theoiderforprint- 
ing has been made. 

Mr. BIGLER. A remark or two, if you 
please 

The VICE PRESIDENT. These remarks are 
irregular; but the Choir will allow them if there 
In/no objection on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. BIGLER. I am very much indebted to 
the Chair for his indulgence. The honorable Sen- 
ator haa, I agree, a very large body of personal 
friends who adhere to him in personal and polit- 
ical sflairswith great tenacity. 1 make no issue 
with him on that point; but so far as concerns the 
members of the Legislature from the counties of 
Schuylkill and York, who cast their vote* for him, 
he will scarcely contend that they were elected 
for any such purpose. On the eontnry, tiiey 
were elected to vote for a Democrat. 

Mr. CAMERON. I do coniciid that they were 
elected to vote for me. 

Mr. BIGLER. Why. sir, one of those gen- 
tlemen wentinto the DemoeraticoBucaB, and voted 
for the nomination of a Democrat. He was the 
avowed friend of that very Democrat before he 
went into the caucus at aU. These are matters 
of my own knowledge. As for the circumstance 
that af one time, when acting with the Democratic 
party, my colleague favored my nomination for 
Governor, I can hardly see what bearing that haa 
on any question that may come up here. He did 
it when be was a member of the Democratio 
party. He has seen proper to connect himself 
' withtheRepublieanparty. I have always treated, 
aa I intend to treat him, fairly as a political op- 
ponent. 

Mr. FOOT. I desire to ofier a resolution which 
I do not ask to have acted on at this time: 

Bfolvd, nuu-aiHOir Cai»som !■ entltlBd to bl« wtt 
npoQ tbis floor sji a logslly-clioBui Sensiot Arom itn Stale 
of Pennaylvaiiia. 

THB DR&D SCOTT CA8B. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. Isubmitareeolotion, which 
I shall ask the Senate to take up to-morrow morn- 
ing: 

Aasbftl, That the Secietsiy of the tlaiMts oMala, Ar 
tne UBS of the Senais, ftom tbe reporter ofthe dacMow of 
llie SuBteiBQ Court, twenty thoMsodeoplesortba opUilaas 
of tbe judfes of tbe Bspteme Coort in ttae can of DMA 
Beott M. John F. A. Sanlbrd ; the Mans to bs flnsbtod as 
an extnot from the fonhcomtaf volume of (he i^oitP aC 
tbe decUwu of this court donng Hm Dsessriwr farm ct 
1656; and tbsllhsnmebe paid Riroutof tbe coatiafSat 
find of the Benste, st a isis sot sxeesdlag fiftoen ceats 
for one buadred psfsi; provtied tbe nue b« dsUversd 
etiiebed, wUb paper ooveis, la pa^Uot AmC 

■XSCUTIVX SBBSIOir. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business 
in order is the resolution in ntueoao to the day 
of adjournment. 

Mr. MASON. I now renew my motion tot 

an executive session. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I presume the reeolution tut 
adjournment has precedence. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Virginia haa moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. Tbe 
question is on that motion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I object to it; and call for a 
division. 

Mr. BIASON. I call (br the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I shall vote against this mo- 
tion, simply for the purpose of enabling us to 
determine the time when we shall adionm. After 
that, I will vote with great cheerfUness for tlw 
moUon of the Se^r^go^ Ji^^nmQ QgJ^ 
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The qusfldon beii^ taken hy y«at tuid mya, 
resulted— yeas 34, nayi 3ti\ as fnllowB: 

Y1:AS — Mo-wM. AH<^, Brll of TormMfPH, CrittendMi, 
Unvi:', Dooliiilp, Duugliw, D«rkr«, Kvani', Frmt, Fntii-r, 
Oivin, Hnntar, Innoa, K«lillMlr, Umoo, R«id, Bnak, 
BewBrd, SimmOBa, SMUt, Toombd,TnuibiiU, Wriilll, MM 
Yulcp— 24. 

TtAYH — Me*«n. B«D of New Hnmpalifre, Bin*, Bifter, 
Brifiil, Broderlck, Bmrn, Builtir, Clav, Dixrai, Filch, llaai- 
Ibi. Hartan,HouilM,Jotiiua&,Klu,P»lli,Pii||h,ari>uUtA, 
Bluhll, Tbomwni of Neir ienry, Wads, uid VVilsoii--Sa. 

So Ui6 motion wu agreed to. 

After three houra spent in the eonsidemtion of 
executive Inuinen, the doora were reopi'nrd, and 
the Senate acUoumed to meet at eleven o'clock 
tcMnorrow, 



IN SENATE. 
TnDRiDAT, Monk 13, 1657. 
l%e Joarnal of yeiterday was read and approved. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Yeaterday a T«to- 

lution woaolTered by the Senator from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Denjahin,} in reference to the printing of 
certain decisions of the Supreme Court, and the 
aaynficnt of the expense out of the contineent 
lund; which was not disposed of. It should be 
rofcrrod, under the rule, to the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expeasea of the 
Senate. It wilt be ao referred. 

EXTU COHPENSATlOZf. 

Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following reaolu- 
tiou for reference to the aame committee: 

Rfiotifti, Hist Uicre be paid out oT tlic caniiogent Aind. 
to each of ilic eniploy«* of tbe Henate and the C(iaEre«- 
•lonal Library die MBWCOoipsnMlian that Isallowedio tbe 

enii)loy«ri o( the Uouio of BcproMntativp-t, by tb e molu- 
Uoii of tbe Houao or BepreseiiiativuB ol' Marcb '2, 1637. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If then be no 
objection, the resolution will be referred to the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Continent 
Bxp»n**« of the Senate. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 
Ordtnd, That A. H. Kilty bave leave to wtlbdiaw Us 
papers bwa ilts fllei of tbe Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive busincsa. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Vir- 
ginia suspend his motion for a few momenta in 
order tlint I may ask the Senate to consider a 
m&tier that I am euro will not occupy time? 

Mr. MASON. It has been tho custom to itllow 
any resolution that did not involve debate to in- 
tervene without withdrawing tho motion. I can 
onlv do it in that way. 

Mr. CAMERON. I wish the Senator from 
Virginia would be good enough to withdraw the 
mounn for a few minutes to (ulow my case to be 
disposed of. 

Mr. MASON. I should be gratified to indulge 
Senators around me, but we know the condition 
of public business and the impatience of the Sen- 
ate to get away. I insist on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate was 
engaged >n executive session from quarter past 
eleven o'clock, a. m., until ten minutes post five 
o'clock, p. m., when tbe doors were reopened. 

FIHAI. ADJOURNHENT.'' 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
reaolution of Mr. Pcgb, fixing Saturday next at 
one o'clock as the hour for final adjournment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Gentlemen suggested, when 
this subject was last under discussion, that this 
proceeding would be disrespectful to the Exec- 
utive. I think I am authorized to say that to fix 
Saturday for tbe day of adjournment, would not 
be disoj^recabte to the Executive. 

Mr. TRUMBULL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The matter of fixing a time 
of adjournment is a question of such perfect in- 
dilTerence to me, that I shall not vote on it either 
w«y. 

Tho question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted— yeas 25, nays 12; as follows: 

VE.\S— Mwr*. Alkn, Benjamin, Uiggti, Digler, Brod- 
eric!:, Brown, Ulinridler, Clay, CtltlcTidflrt, Ooii'las, Ham- 
Ms, H'witon, Hunisr, loftmm, Msson, rak, rtipli, RsM, 



Rniik, SIMeM, Stusn. "ntoBsoa of New Joser, Tserfbs, , 

Wr1(*l, and Viilee-8&. • 

NAVd— Mcivni. tivll nf New HamiMliite, Bell at Tea- . 
nciscp. DavU, DonlitUi.-, Pofit, lliirinn, Ktn|, SflWinl, 8tn- 
mon«, Tnimbull, Wkde, Btid VViliton — 19. 

So the resolution was aereed to. 

On motion the Senate aajoumed. 

IN SENATE. 
FaiDAV, March 13, 1S57. 
Prayer by Rev. Stkprbm P. Hill. 
The Journal of yesterday waa read andapproved. 
FORT AT NEW INLET. 
Mr. REID submitted the following reaolution; 
which was considered by iuiBDimouBcoDMnt,and 
agreed to: 

RcwIbmI, Tbat ttie PresMeU be requested to Auniah tbe 
Senate, u ihfl commcncemeiit of tho nrit sesskm of Con- 
gren, an eilitnste of tbe sppnmilstlDn necessary tot ths 
ereeiton of a fort at New Inlet, Nenh CsraUna. 

COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask the Senate to take up 
the report of the special committee upon the or* 
gaoizaiion of the standing committees of the Sen- 
ate, which was partially. dispoeed of, in order that 
I may submit a proposition to which I presume 
there will be no objection. That part of the report 
which was not acted on by the Senate, proposed 
to allow the clerks of committees sixty days* ad- 
ditional compensation at the close of the short 
session of Congress. I presume, in its present 
form, it will apply to the clerks of those standing 
committees which have been disbanded by the 
Senate, and I know no class of gentlemen who 
could better appeal to the favorable consideration 
of the Senate than they. They have no chance 
of being employed at the next session of Con- 
gress. 1 trust there will be no objection to ex- 
tending thatliberalitvwhich was suggested by the 
special committee which made this report. That 
portion of the report was allowed to remain with- 
out decision when the standing committees were 
organized. I move that the Senate now take up 
that subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BaicHT 
in the chair.) The pending question Is on the 
amendment to the resolution offered by tbe Sen- 
ator from Texas, [Mr. RtrsK,] when it was before 
under consideration. 

Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to the course 
suggested by the Senator from Louisiana. If my 
amendment be rejected or adopted, I sluJl vote 
for his proposition. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I did not anticipate, when we 
took ap this report, that we ahoula be again in- 
volved in a discussion aboat the salary of the 
clerks retained. There seems to be a difference 
of opinion on that subject. I wish to confine 
myself entirely to the provision for those clerks 
to whom no attempt has been made to give per- 
manent salaries. It will apply equally to the 
clerks of the committees which have been abol- 
ished as to tbe clerks of the other standing com- 
mittees of the Senote, in regard to which no per- 
manent provision for clerks has been made. 

Mr. RUSK. I believe all that part of the res- 
olution in regard to permanent elerka to commit- 
tees baa been adopted. 

Mr. SLIDELL. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read what has been adopted. 

Mr. RUSK. Read what remains. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Nothing waa adopted In 
relation to clerks of committees. We did nothing 
but organize the committees. 

Mr. RUSK. But there were certain commit- 
tees authorized to appoint clerks. Waa that por- 
tion oi^the resolution adopted? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Texas is pending to 
strike out and insert. The Secretary will read 
what is proposed to be stricken out. 

The Secretary read: 

<■ The elerka of the Committeei on Finance, Printing, 
and Clalma itiali be permanent cterki,at a lalarrof 41,W0 
per annum. The elerka cmplnyed by all ibe otber eom- 
mitiee* ahall receive a eampeiutaiion oTnx doUaispei diem 
during t)ie limu of their oclu^ employment, Sundayi ia- 
cludcd, nud at tbe close of the second leaslun of eaeh Con- 
crew hIioII be entitled to nn extra compcosndon equal to 
Ihe tmouat ortlNir per dien Tor slnr days.** 



The PRESIDIICa OFFICER. Tbe Senabir 
ftom Tem propoflea, 19 lien of tbeae words, te 
insert: 

" The clerin oTall ibe stsadliitMmhfeiees rtnll br p«r- 
BMMBt ; and tbe clerta of Ihe C — mikui sw «■ Finnee, 
Prlntbv, and Clainu abau neetve aa i^bbhI lalao « 
^IfiSU; the elerka oral) other conuBhteesifcBllTiecnwn 
saaasl salary of $1 ,600 ; end all cleita of eOnmltleea i4n0, 
during the adjoummenta of the Senaie, have cbaiie ef H 
book! and pa pen of the oommioma, and ka rsapMsilile to 
the aaTe-keepias of tbe nme ; and It shall be dteir duy u 
reply to ail communications teUtiiig 10 boMnesB befan the 
committoefl of which ibey ore clerks respectively. " 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the aoaendment wiD 
notbeagreed to. If ao, I miut aak tbat tbe res- 
olution be laid over. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I tryst there wiB be no ob- 
jection to adopting that portion of tbe repon 
which allows sixty days' extra compeoBation. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should not have ■my objec- 
tion to that; but if the amendment be insisted 00, 
I must ask that it go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ant lare the Senator from 
Texas will not ioterpoM any objection to this 
matter, about which uie Senate aeema to be imaa> 
imoua. 

Mr. RUSK. The only objection is that it 
strikes out a part of tbe rule which I do not want 

to disturb. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I ask leave to nuke -a tqNMt 
from the Judiciary Committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Bwoht.J 
There is a matter pending which must be disposed 
of. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I offer a diMinet xeaoIntioB 

to settle the matter. 

Mr. REID. I move to lay the pending prop- 
osition on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I offer the foIIowlDg resolu- 
tion: 

Raatvtd, Tint tbe clerks of ihoss casuiMlteei wbich ban 
been dbeonilnued shall be entitled to receive a emnprm- 
tkia,1bralnrdaya altar the a^Joannsat of Ibe SeMe,*! 
Iks lats of au dolian par day. 

Mr. RUSK. Would it twt be betterto iado^ 

all committee clerks * 

Mr. TOOMBS. Why not? 
Mr. KING. I object. 

The PRESIDINGOFFIGER. The reaolntin 
lies over under the miei, the Senator from Ne* 
York obiecting, 

Mr. TOOMBS. If it is to be amended for ib* 
purpose of making clerkships permarrent, ii ts a 
(question we have tried and considered sevfrt) 
times, and ought to consider more maturely. 1 
shall object to the resolution, if that is the under- 
standing. 

Mr. SLIDEIX. Tbie tt a distinct proposi- 
tion, applying to those only which are discoii- 
tinucd. 

Mr. TOOMBS. To that I have no objectioc 
Mr. KINO. I object. 

Th&PRESlDINGTOPElCES. The resohitir:: 
must lie over under the nileSf objection bei:i; 
made to ita consideration. 

PAPERS VITHDRAWH. 
On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was 
Ord«rW, Tbat Martha NoMe Uuttbtau bave leave B 
withdraw ber petition and pspera. 

On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it waa 
Ordtrcd, That Mania Fenwlek bavelesve to wkhAra> 
tbe plaier hia land, DM with hia neiaariil. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, it was 

Ordered, ThatRobenB.Ryatl.CTpitedStates Navj-jban 
leave to wllbdrmw his petition uid papcfs. 

On jnotion of Mr. CHANDLER, it was 

Ordered, That Cnmeliua OTlynn have leavs to wiibdtt* 

bl8 memorial and papers. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, it was 

Ordered, That Axel apanldlaf have leave 10 witbdiav 

bis petition and papers. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Attheinatance ofMr 
Washington A. Bartlclt,! a«k leave to withdraw 
the papers in his case, whidi were filed dunn: 
the investigation of the memorials of the reiirci 
naval ofHeers during the last Congress. He dr- 
sires the use of them on hia trial before the cour. 
of inquiry. 

DBUVEB7 or LETTERS. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate prr»- 
cecded to eomider ihe reMrfotioM ttUmuttea bf 
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him yesterday calVing for copies of instructions 
issued by the PostmaJiter General, relative to re- 
fusiag Lite delivery of letters without the payment 
of more than the legal postage, and for copies of 
certain letter* between tne Poet Office Oeputment 
and the postmaster at San Francisco. 

Mr. RUSK. I moTe to strikeout the first part 
of the resolution. It assumes that the Poatmaster 
Oeneral has iwen issuing inslruetiona in violation 
of Taw. I do not think that ou^t to be done. 

Mr. MASON. I think, with the honorable 
Senator from Texas, that the wording of that 
resolution would seem to imply a knowledge, on 
the part of the mover atlcast.tnat the Postmaster 
General had authorized neglect, tt ought to be 
modified. 

Mr. WILSON. I have not the slightest tfbjec- 
tion to its modification. I certainly do not wish 
to pass any refleaions on the Postmaster General. 

Mr. MASON. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table until it can be corrected. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PERSONiLL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. 8LIDBLL. I wish to correct a misap- 
prehension of the reporter of the latelligeneer ; 
yentcrdaj. There wta a great deal of confusion 
at the lime I mode the remark which hat been 
misapprehended; and the reporter says; 

" Hr.^SLifflBtL nld tbst he mlcht istEc it upon himself 10 
fay, thai the Fmidait weaM dm fesve any Itaittier eommn- 
aicatlon to mmk»." 

That was not my statement. I said that I 
thought I was aathorized to say that the fixing 

of Saturday for the day of adjournment would 
not be disagreeable. That was the statement I 
made. I hope the reporter will correct it. 

PENNSYLVANIA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am reouested to rise to 
R i^eatiou of privilege in behalf of the friends of 
the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cahuok,] 
to move Che adoption of the resolution of the 
Judiciary Committee in relation to the protest 
against his right to hisseat. That is a privileged 
question. The resolution is, that the Committee 
on the Jodiciarr be dischaiiged from the further 
considemtion of the subject. 

Mr. MASON. I eannot waive mj motion. 
The Chair will decide the question of privilege. 

The PRESIDING OFPlCER. The Senator 
from Virginia was entitled to the floor. It is in 
the power of the Senate to vote down his motion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 think it is dus to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania that the resolution 
should be acted on. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is not this question of priv- 
ilege a privileged question? 

The PRESIDINa OFFICER. .The Senate 
decided dififorenlly on f«mer oceasioni. A ma- 
jority of the Senate may direct its bosiness. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw mv motion, on the 
understanding that no debate will arise. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move the adopUon of the 
resolution of the Judiciary Committee. The res- 
olution is: 

Itow hrf , Tbu tbe fToKmtttee on tte IniMsry be fis- 
cbail^ finss the ftnilur cmMMMien of tlw snlfsR. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope that will be done. It 
Is a privileged question, and I think the member 
has a clear right to have it toKen up. 

The motion of Mr. BENJAMut-was agreed to; 
and the Senate proceeded to consider the report 
of the Judiciary Committee in Mr. Cameuin*! 
caBe,_the question being on the resolution to dis- 
charge the committee from the further consider- 
ation of the subject. ' 

Mr. BIGLEB. It is with the utmost reluc- 
tance, Mr. President, that I rise for the purpose of 
making a single additional remark on thiF subject; 
but I mtena to sujggest to my colleague what I 
think he will regaroas perfectly fair on this ques- 
tion. I intend to make no issue with the report 
of the Judiciary Committee. So flu- as the first 
and the second propositions are concerned, I con- 
cur widi the report of the majority. I can see 
nothing in the reasons assign^ to impair the 
validity of the eteetioo. So fkr as the third prop- 
osition is concerned, which is the allegation of 
the DM of improper meani for producing an elec- 



tion, I had supposed that an opportunity would 
be given to the members of the Legislature making ' 
the allegation to subatantiate the charge. They 
have made a request to have the opportunity of 
doing so The Judiciary Committee indicate to 
the House of Repr<;8entativea of Pennsylvania, 
that they are the competent power to make the 
inquiry; that they ciLn themselves best perform 
this duty; that they can ascertain the fhcta, and, 
if aaoertained, those fhctscan be transmitted here; 
and the committee set forth that the Constitution 
gives this body an ample remedy. In all that I 
concur; and I sav further, so fttr as relates to the 
legal points in tnis case, as tbe fhcts now stand 
.before the Senate, I could not vote o^nst the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. FootJ I should have to say that the Sen- 
ator [Mr. Cahbrok] was legally entitled to his 
scat as the case now stands. 

Mr. FOOT. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
will allow me to state to him that, if the resolu- 
tion of the eonunittee be adopted, it is my purpose 
to withdraw the resolution I offered, r^arding 
the resolution of the committee as equivalent to 
that. 

Mr. BIGLER. Thatdoes notaffectmy object 
one way or the other. If the claimant to this 
seat had allowed the case to rest in the hands of 
the Judiciary Committee, the majority and the mi- 
nority to have decided hia case, I doubt whether 
I should have made a remark on th is fioor. The 
Senate will bear witness that, up to the time when 
tiM honorable gentleman made distinct all^ations 
as to the conduct of certain members of the Le- 
gislature, ! had not said one word. I hadalways 
intended that whatever I did say on this very del- 
icate and unpleasant topic to me, should have sole 
reference and peculiar reference to its Ic^pl bear- 
ing upon hie right to his seat. 

But, sir, my colleague saw proper, perhaps in 
the heat of excitement, to make broad allegations 
as to the conduct, and i might add, perhaps, the 
honorable purposes, of the members of the Legis- 
lature who signed this protest. He distinctly as- 
serted that more than twenty-five of the members 
of the House of Representatives who had signed 
the protest, had afterwards called on him, and said 
it was all a humbug, and that they did so because 
they feared they might incur the displeasure of 
some influential dispenserof patronage. This is 
no ordinary ^legation. I had some hesitation as 
tothecoartel should adopt; but I soon concluded 
that I would not sit silent in my scat, and hear a 
charge so sweeping as this against twenty-five 
honorable members of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. Now, sir, what I want to say to my 
colleague is this: I have received a telegraphic 
dispatch, signed by four of the members of the 
; Legislature, in which they intimated that they 
' have communicated by mail. I have no doubt it 
refers to this charge wnich the Senator himself has 
made. Thatcommunicalion has notreached me. 
The moil facilities between this place and Harris- 
burg ore not very reliable; but doubtless I shall 
have that paper this evening. I do not seek an 
unpleasant controversy here, and certainly I 
desire, least of all, to delay the Senate so near 
its close. I was about to ask that this question 
be permitted to lie over until to-morrow morning. 
I will agree, at an hoor stated, that it shall oc 
disposed of. I am aware, sir, that it will occur 
to the minds of Senators, who think the claimant 
entitled to his seat at once, that to-morrow the 
question could be defeated by occupying the floor; 
but I will say that that is not my intention. We 
may meet to-morrow at ten o'clock or eleven 
o'clock, and if, immediately after we do meet, I 
shall have the opportunity of presenting what- 
ever communicauon may come, in justice to the 
parties who have been, I think, unnecessarily 
alluded to here — at soon as I can present that 
paper — I shall agreAo have the (question disposed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on agreeing to the resolution reported from the 
committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understood the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to move to postpone it until to-mor- 
row; but I cannot agree to the postponement, bo 
far as I represent the Judiciary Committee. My 
friend from Louisiana has charge of this case; but 
I mtuit be regarded, in some measure, as the rep- 



resentative of the committee on mutiers of this 
I kind. All the testimony that could be brought 
here in the form of controversy could not rhtrnge 
the issue in my mind, or iha issue so far as it has 
been presented to the Senate, and ought not to 
change it. I have no idea of making the Senate 
of the United States a tribunal bofnre which po- 
litical parties arc to maintain thoir contests. I 
should think it unfortunate if we were to postpone 
this case upon any such ground. The allega- 
tions made by one Senator and the other from 
Pennsylvania are for the purpose of represcnlin* 
their respective friends; but 1 do not know them 
as parties before this body at all. 1 have no right 
to know them before this body." I have no right 
to take cognizance of anything except the record, 
and that record discloses matter overwliich I have 
no right to take jurisdiction, and the Senate bos 
no right to take jurisdiction over it. If the repre- 
sentatives of Pennsylvania say they have been 
dabbling in dirty water, let them wash themselves 
before they come here and ask me to take cogni- 
zance of it. I sayitwould be unfortunate if this 
case were postponed an hour on such an allega- 
tion, because it is a matter over which wc have 
no jurisdiction. 

Sir, in the earlier days of the Republic, this 
Senate was remarkable for conforming to strict 
constitutional provisions, and leaving to the States 
all power, both as original parties and as iipi>eal 
parties, in matters of election — I mean bo far as 
regards the qualifications of those who were to 
make the election. In modern times wc have 
become a mei^Pet of theorists, professing to 
observe the Coni^titulion, but in reality deviating 
from it. If the Federal Government was to con- 
stitute itself into a jurisdiction to hear these mat- 
ters which have been controverted in State gov- 
ernments, I do not knowwhat use inight be made 
of it. I know one thing: the Stale Legislature 
of Pennsylvania can take judgment upon this 
matter itself; and if it can take judgment of the 
matter, why should it ask us to take cognizance 
of it at all? I think it ought to be decided 
promptly. 

Mr. BIGLER. I had supposed that my prop- 
osition was so entirely reasonable that there would 
be no objection to it. I stated distinctly that I 
would make no issue with tbe Committee on the 
Judiciary. I do not see tliat the adontiun of the 
resolution of the committee will at alt affect the 
case. On the suggestion of friends about me, I 
have concluded to offer no objection whatever to 
tbe adoption this morning of the resolution dis- 
charging the committee from the further consid- 
eration of the subject. I ask my colleague, bow- 
ever, to take notice that if the members whom be 
alleges have trifled with the Senate of the United 
States by sending here a communication which 
they did not regard as sincere, and which they 
afterwards told him was a humbug, make any 
communication to me on the subject, I shall ask 
tbe privilege of presenting it here. ' 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise for the purpose of stat- 
ing that tbe honorable Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, near me, [Mr. Cameron,] will notn^y, 
and in declining to do so, he acts under the advice 
of his personal and political friends. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
trom Pennsylvania moves to postpone the ftirther 
consideration of tAe subject. 

Mr. BIGLER. I withdraw that motion, and 
agree that the resolution discha^ing the com- 
mittee be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on agreeing to the reiolation reported {rom the 
committee. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. FOOT. I ask leave to withdraw the reso- 
lution I offered the other day in connection with 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary as 
to the right of the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
his seat. 

Leave was granted; and the reaolutioo was 
withdrawn. 

PUBLICATIOn OF DEBATES. 

Mr. JONES submitted tbe following resolution 
for consideration: 

Rnoltd, That the editor* oT tbe NatfoitKl latellliteaeer 
and Wortfi^Um Union tw paid at the rale of %itO m col- 
ninn, Ibr pnblUbjns, tn their mp«ci|ve pspere, the debsM 
and procMdlDi* of (he Bmstt darii^ the lUe ssnlon. 
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ORDER OF BU8IH188. 

Mr. MASON. I now renev the motion for an 
executive senion, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iriie toapriTilegedqaeation. 
I have been trying for some time to make a re- 
port on the Indinnti case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virnnia haa the floor. 

Mr. MASON. Ihavenoobjectiontothehon- 
onbte Senator raiaing a question of privile{[e ; but 
I ask that my motion for an execaure aesaton be 
considered as a precedent one. 

Mr. TOOMBS,. That is with the Senate. I 
hare no further remark to make, than that I wish 
to report on the Indiana contested election. 

Mr. MASON. I insist on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ouestion 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia, 
to proceed to the consideration of executivcliusi- 
neat. 

Mr. MASON. I call for the yeas and naya on 
my motion. 

The yeaa and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Judiciary Com- 
mittee win be p ermitted to report. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I be|^ leave to augi^t 
to my friend from Vir^ia, that if he would allow 
m few minutes to dispoae of other buaineai it 
would be satisfRCtory to all. 

Mr. MASON. I will cheerfully ^icld to any 
motion, of course; but not to anything that will 
lead to debate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I prAne there will 
ha no debate. 

Mr. MASON. I can take do risk. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It aeema to me we shall 
have ample time, after dispoaingof the privileged 
question, to go into executive session. The prop- 
ositioii of the Judiciary Committee ii aimply to 
authorize tboae Senators whose aeaia are con- 
tested to take testimony during the vacation. If 
die Senate do not choose to give that right now, 
the result will be that this question must come 
up at the next session, and be put off for another 
year. I presume there can be no possible objec- 
tion now to allowing the Senators whose seata 
ore contested an opportunity to take testimony 
during the vacation, which will save a year in the 
disposal of this question. I doubt if there will 
ba a word of opposition to it. If a debate should 
aiiae, pcomiaiiw (o take any time, it can be then 
laid on the tabw, and we can go into executive 
aession; but if there be no debate we can take the 
vote. 

Mr. MASON. I have, of course, no control 
of My kind over the vote of the Senate; but, 
•landing in the position I do, I feel it inrumbciu 
on me to ask the Senate to go into executive sc-s- 
■ioo. If a majority of the Senate think there aro 
other questions of paramount imporlnncc, of 
course they will not vote for the motion, 

Mr.BENJAMIN. Willthe Senatorfrom Vir- 

E'nia yield to this ra^aiioo ? Let tbii report 
■ made, vid see if we ore to takeavote. If we 
take a vote, there wilt be an end of the subject. 
If debate occurs, we can then move to lajr it ou 
the table for an executive aeMion. 

Mr. MASON. Then t wlUidraw my motion, 
with that understanding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICEtl. (Mr. BHienr.) 
It requires unanimous consent to withdraw the 
moUon now, the yeas and naya having been 
ordered The Chair hears no objection. 

INDt.'lNA 8EI7ATORTAI. ELECTION. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The report which I now make 
from the Judiciary Committee is the same that 
was made during the late session, and the reso- 
lution is the same, slightly modified to meet the 
Tiewsofthe honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
TaoHBciLL.] It simply proposes that all the par- 
ties shnll have a riffht to take testimony before 
the judicial tribunals herein enumerated in the 
State of Indiiin.i. I will read the resolution, as 
some Senaioi-B probably were not present when 
it was up heforc: 

Rrfolrei, Tliai in iho catc nf tho cnnlestnri clpctionn of 
the Hnn.tlRAiiAiiN. Fitch Km) Uie lion. Jmbr D. Brioiit, 
BenatoM retunicl andndmiltcd toUieimeaturrom the Svuc 
of Indinnn, tlie ciuiiig niRiiibers, and nil pcrMinii iirotexinig 
againni ilivir rli-ciion, or any oftliem, by ihcinaolvuii ur ilirir 
asrnu or untrne)'*, be pcnatUed lo tnkf u-nlniony mt Uic 
aUcgaUauufilic prateritaauaoid tbe silling uieailwi<, loucli- 



! Inx nil Diatten of fket thereia contained, b«ft>re any Judge 
orihe district court of the United State*, or nnr judge of the 
nupreme or drcnil court* of the State of Indiras, br fimt 
rivinx un diQri* iKKtcs of ihs Haw snd plaee of suca pn>- 
ccfdiDfilaaOaiepahUegusaspriatsdln tbeeilroTlndiaa- 
apulisi , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall not detain the 
Senate at this time in commenting upon this pro- 
ceeding and this resolution. I have already given 
my views at the last aession in regard to it; but 
I wish to state, and I think if Senators will take 
the trouble to look into the record, they cannot 
escape from the conclusion, that there is no mat- 
ter of fiict in issue between these parties at all 
material to a deeiaioa of the question. If that be 
Ro, certainly testimony ought not to be taken. 
If there is a fact in issue between the parties 
which is material to a proper decision, that fact 
can only be proven by the record. If Senators 
will look into the ease, I think they will find that 
this is so. Surely the Senate of the United States 
is not going into an investigation of the election 
of members of the Indiana Legislature, One 
allegation about which testimony is to be taken 
is that some of the members of the Indiana Legia- 
laiure did not have the proper credentials. 

But, sir, I will not atcoo it. I wish merely to 
state the points; and 1 am sorry the question 
comes up at this late day, and thiU there is now 
no opportunity lo examine it; for I feel confident 
if the Senate understood what is in the resolution , 
and could see the points aboutwhich it is sought 
to take testimony* we could come toaconclusion 
on this cose now as well oa at any other time. I 
ask the Senate to pause before it adoptr'lhis 
resolution without an examination of what the 
ouestion is. However, I promised not to detain 
tiie Senate. I move, as a substitute for the reao- 
lution of the commitiect to strike out all after the 
word " ilesoJecd," and insert: ■ 

TliHt it i« Uie duty of tbe Senate to proceed in the ctm- 
Kidenilon of the lixUt lo aeiua of the *tttlag iiiaailM» of 
ihia body from tbe Bute of Itidisna at tlie pnupot mhIoo , 
and to diBpoae trf'tbe ■saw belbre iu aiQoamoieBt. 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot permit the statements 
made, and again reiterated, though this time 

Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me lo appeal to the Sen- 
ator from Indiana. He has made his statement. 
The Senator from Illinois has merely repeated bis. 
I hope the Senator will allow the question to bo 
taken. Ifnot, it may be postponed. Idojiotthink 
there is any need of his replying. 

Mr. FITCH. I should be willing that the 
question should be tedten without one word on 
my part, if such had been the course of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois; but he baa again reiterated his 

firevious statement that there was no question of 
act at issue. He has reiterated it in the very (aee 
of a knowledge on his part of the contrary. It 
is charged by the protestanls — and the charge is 
iiidorst;d by him — that my election was illegal. 
I nver mybelief and opinion to the contrary; and 
proQ'er, through the Judfciary Committee, to ob- 
tain testimony to a state of lacts which will sus- 
tain my view of the case, if time be allowed. Is 
that not on issue of &ct or law, or both? He 
introduced what he called extracts from the jour- 
nal of the State Senate to prove there was no joint 
convention in Indiana. 1 aver that it is auscept* 
ible of proof that what he calls extracts from 
the journals of tbe State Senate were merely the 
journals of an organized mob unknown to the 
coufltitution and uiws of Indiana; and that the 
Stale Senate was in joint convention — not in sep- 
arate session— at tlie Ume his pretended journal 
purports to have been made up. Is that not an 
issue of fact, his assertion that there is no such ' 
issue to the contrary notwithstanding? | 

He asserted that there was not a majority of 
each branch of iheGeneral Assembly in tlie joint ' 
convention, I answered that it will he proven I 
there was. Is that not an is*e offset? { 
He sought to make something of the fact that i 
the Senate went into joint convention one half I 
hour, or thereabouts, prior to the time aet by the 
House of Representatives. In answer to that,- i 
he was told, and the fact will be proven, that the \ 
Senate time was one half hour behind the House ! 
time, mode so probably purposely, (known to be ; 
BO, at all events, by the Presiding Officer of the > 
Senate and several Senators,) for the purpose of | 
creoting diflicuUy in the joint convention and 
hanging Utorcon soma quibUing; objectiona to ite I 



proceedings. That, I suppoWf he eidli no inoe 
of fact! 

He quotes, and so do the prolestonts, from the 
fourth article of the constitution of Indiana to 
prove that the election was illegal, because there 
was not a quorum of each branch of the General 
Assembly present in the joint convention. The 
answer is, that the provisions of the article from 
which they quote to sustain Uieir argument, are 
and have been construed to apply exclusively to 
the passage of bills and joint resolutions; and that 
furthermore, the action of tbe protesting Senators 
ihemselvea, as they admit in their papers [ire- 
sented here, did not recognize the constraction 
which they seek to place on that article for the 
purpsse of contesting my election. Their actios 
was directly at variance with their own constive- 
tion of that article. That, I suppose, is no iMue 
of fact or law! 

He presented, among others, certain papirs 
which ne called protests from the Indiana General 
Assembly, or members of that General Assem- 
bly — the lower House at least — against my elec- 
tion. Does he complain that I made no issae 
with those protoataf It will be remembered, that 
on Monday, the 9d of March, I produced thost 
papersin toe presence of tlie Senate, and charf^d. 
and proved toe choi^ from their &ce, that 
were fraudulent in their character; and if thatns 
not answer sufficient, I charged furthermore and 
proved, by reading a rule of the Senate, that ha 
manner or calling attention to the contents of tboae 
papers was, in itself, an auempted imposition, if 
not fraud upon the Senate, ii that not an issue 
with the protestemla, or, if he choosMi with the 
Senator himself? 

Notwithstanding all this, he a^n reiterates — 
briefly, I grant you, this time — the aame ar^- 
ments he adduced before. He goes to some extent 
over the same ground, and no other than that 
previously occupied. He has argued the ca-v 
repeatedly, each subsequent time occupying the 
same ann no other ground thatiie first occupi^, 
urging the same and no other reasons thathefint 
adduced, with, perhaps, some slightaddilioDsaBd 
omendations, and very large dilutions. 

Mr. President, as Iremanted when I first orote, 
if that Senator bad seen proper lo pemnit the vote 
to be had on this resolution at once, without agaia 
isiterating to some extent his previous etat«- 
ments, I should not have said one word, for in 
truth at this time, at tlua late day of tbe sessicr, 
I deem it improper in any gentleman, on thaisi<!e 
especially, to again call uie attention of the Ser.- 
ate to this matter, in the form of debate at kasc, 
for the reason that all the protestanls and ihtK 
attorney on this floor can say in opposition to mj 
election has been said; their statement, their r.- 

Sarte evidence is here, and the resolution of tii- 
udiciary Committee merely contemplatea giTin; 
us time to produce oar testimony, merely con ten- 
plates giving time to take testimony in reUtjca 
to all matters of fact in controversy. Not k&ov- 
ing the extent of the advice which had ^ne froia 
here to the Republican members of the Indiasi 
General Assembly, not knowing the extent or 
character of the action or statements to which thu 
advice would lead, it must be manifest lo all thsi 
we could not come here prepared in advance to 
counteract that action, or rebut those statement!. 
The only question now before the Senate — and I 
was sorry to see debate spring op on that quiis- 
(ion — is whether we shall nowhsTe that turn. 
If that time be granted tis, as I doubt not it wL\ 
be, it will be soon enough for the Senator from I'h- 
nois or myself, or any other, to ai^ue the case iz 
all its bearings, when the law and the factrshail 
•be before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I have for- 
borne once or twice before to make any replr t-? 
what has been said by the Senator from Indiaiu. 
who has just taken his seat. In the remaiU 
which I have made in regard to this matter I haT 
spoken of the question; I have nothing to do wi::i 
individuals. I have spoken of the question 05 
became my duty as a member of the Senate o: 
the United States. I have spoken of it aa del - 
cately as 1 knew how, and presented the papers 
which were senno me by a large portion of tJ.t 
members of the Legislature of Indiana, in as 
modest a way as I was capable of doing. But, 
sir, an attempt is ina4^ to change tiie issue, and 
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> make an ivMuiIt upon me personally, as if I 
ad a personal interest in this matter. Instead 
f asserting his own right to a seat, that Senator, 
ulprit-like, seeks to occupy the place of the judge 

Eon hia seat, to put his triers on trial. It is an 
1 attempt of culprits to do that the world over. 
Sir, I enter into no defense of my character or 
iy conduct. By a misstatement of what I said, 
le attempt is made to raise an issue of fact; 
nd from a want of capacity to understand what 
I a material point in the case, or else a determ- 
lation to make ^ question npon me, that Sen- 
tor asks if it is not a niaterial Act what an ab- 
Lract, that I presented, contained, and if it is not 
material fact whether I violated the rule of the 
enatc in presenting it > Has that anything to do 
'ith his right to aseat? Is he not capable of see- 
ig that his right to a seat does not depend on the 
^eble manner m which I may present the matter? 
: docs not depend upon whether I violated the 
jte of the Senate in the abstract which I pre- 
intcd. I explained that matter formerly. I snail 
ot detain the Senate at this day to explain it 
gain. It waa out of kiodnesa, and for the very 
urpoae of avoiding the conaumption of the time 
f the Senate, and by ita unanimous consent, that 
presented a written statementof what the papers 
-ere, rather than detain the Senate by stating ] 
leir substance. If that abstract did not contain ' 
correct statementof the papers, he can correct 
but it does not go to his right to his seatat all. 
But he represents me as saymgthat there is not 
n issue of fact between the parties. Isaid no such 
ling. I know there isacontroversy about imma- 
:ri:u matters. I said there was no material issue 
f &ct, in my jadgment. That vaa my aaaertion. 
n order to uiow that there is an issue of fhct, the 
ienator says that I violated the rules. Has that 
nythinfr to do with his right to a seat? My 
omt was, first, that there was no material ques- 
ion in controversy between the parties, and in 
lie next place, that if there was a material point, 
: was to be settled by the record, and not by 
arol testimony. That was my judgment of it. 
le asserts now that the records filed here are the 
fcords of a mob. l^t him answer that to the 
icmbers of the Legislature of Indiana. The 
aper was sent to me aa a eopy of their Joamals, 
nd I presented it as aaeh. It is certified to by 
be proper authorities. Some of the papers are 
worn to as being correct copies of the Journals, 
have no personal knowledge whether they are 
orrect or not, but I presume they are. I believe 
liem to be so, or certainly I would not present 
hem. That is a fact which is to be determined 
y the record, not by parol evidence. 
Otiier insinuations are made that I am gov- 
rned by political considerations in this matter, 
nd that there is the relation of attorney and 
lient between the protestants and myself. Sir, 
will not reply to tnainaations of that character, 
take it that every person occupying a seat here 
eta upon his responsibility and his honor; and 
uch unprovoked and baseless insinuations are 
leneath the honor of any man fit to occupy a place 
lere. 

t am not to be drawn off from the matter which 
have presented, by these persona) assaults. I 
.m sorry that this case could not have been sub- 
nitted without any allusion to the person who 
■resented it, or to the Senators who are claimiiw 
leata. I trust that I may bejgovemed by no such 
considerations. If the case is different from what 

suppose — if the records are untrue, let that be 
howii. I admit that would be competent; but 
hat is not the allegation made by the Senator 
Mr. FiTcn] in his written statement. The alle- 
^tion is not that the records are false, bat that 
«rtain members had no authority to act as mem- 
>ers of the Indiana Legislature, and of other 
natters in regard to which, in my jud|^ent, the 
mly competent testimony is the record itself; and 
: believe the example will be evil if this reaolu- 
ioQ be adopted. 

I think the cate ought to be disposed of at the 
^resent session. The protestants memorialized 
lie Senate for action at the last session. I feel 
iiat I have discharged my duty in presenting the 
lapers and urging action, and I leave it for the 
Senate to deteniune what disposition shall be 
nade of the eaae. 

The PRESIOmaOFElC^, (Ifir. BCuw in 



the chair.) Is the Stnate ready for the question 
on the amendinent of the Senator from Illinois as 
a substitute for the resolution of the committee? 

Mr. WILSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were Ordered. 

Mr. FITCH. Mr. President, the gentleman 
has again occupied the attention of the Senate, 
and this time evinced or feigned some feeling on 
the subject — something approximating to ire — a 
feeling perfectly consistent with the relation he 
bears to the eaae. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mabou.) 
The Chair will say to the Senator that remarks 
from him, which must have been considered per- 
sonal, escaped the attention of the Choir before, 
and therefore he did not feel at liberty to interrupt 
the Senator from Illinois, but he cannot allow any 
further personal remarks. 

Mr.FITCH. I shall have very little to do with 
the Senator from Illinois in the remarks I am 
about to make. Of course, more or less allusion 
must be made to that Senator in order to answer 
certain of his statements. He complains that I 
sought to judge the judge. It was because the 
judge sought to prejudge the case upon ex parte 
evioence, and appeared here in any other capacity 
than as a judge in relation to it, uiat I arraigned 
him. Calling himself a Senator — a judge in this 
case, as the circumstance of position has made 
him — he yel acts only the advocate. For this I 
arraign htm, after such conduct on hia part, as I 
have a right to do. When a judge, after hearing 
only one side of a case, proceeds to sum up the 
evidence which goes to a jury, and assnmea to 
decide the whole cose, both the law and the facts 
in relation to it, I need not tell that gentleman 
who has heretofore occupied a judicial position, 
that he departs from the raw and the letter of his 
dutv. He soils ihe ermine and sinks the judge 
in the pettifogger. If, in addition to this, he man- 
ifests a feeling akin to hostility toward the party 
against whom he seeks to make his ex parte evi- 
dence bear, be acknowledges that his relation to 
the case is not that of a judge, but rather of one 
of those who "Iras et veria locant" — who sell 
their words and their anger. I stated that he ap- 
peared here as an advocate — an attorney — surety 
not as a judge ! He claims to be acting in the 
latter capacity. Let his acts speak for his claim. 
I wilt leave that issue between the Senator and 
myself to our associates. He has repeatedly re- 
iterated his positions and his arguments. He 
acknowledges the unsoundness of his reasons by 
his frequent repetition of them,acting,doubtle8s, 
upon the principle that in a case which, like this, 
admits of no other, and he is hence compelled to 
resort to 

"A reason 

That's bad : tils hc*i way's certsinly to reason 

And sniplify. He'd low mucli by concesaioB. 

Wbcresi by Inaistine, in or out of seawn. 

He hopes to convince all — even n politician. 

Or, wbsfg much the same, to worry out ; 

And so tbo end's gained, vrbst carea he for tho route?" 

His attempt to prejudge our case without allow- 
ing us an opportunity to procure the evidence, 
which we have stated repeatedly we desire to 
procure — evidence material, notwithstanding his 
statement to the coniraiy — evidence bearing di- 
rectly on the law, and which will present a state 
of facts altogether different from those which he 
has presented here, with the aid of his associates, 
'the Republican members of the General Assembly 
of Indiana; thia attempt, with his acconpuiying 
bold and flippant statements, may go before the 
Senate and the country for what they are worth. 
I have denounced them as unfair; he has heard 
expressions of dissatisfaction toward them fron^ 
other sources. He persists in and reiterates them. 
They have pre viflus ly received all the answer 
they merited , an^Ktwe an apology to the Senate 
for this brief anstrer now. l trust the vote will 
be permitted to be taken at once, as it would long 
since have been bat for that Senator's apparent 
determination to prevent it by rehearsing ha *' oft- 
told tale.'* 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to bear the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois read 
again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I inftr that the Senator who 
offer* the amondment does it with the intsBlint 



6f admitting the facts eontstned in the statement 

of my colleague. I understand that Senator to 
take the ground, that if all the statements made 
in the denial of my colleague to the protest that 
has been presented were established, he never- 
theless is not entitled to a seat here. I did not 
know until the resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, was read, that my cre- 
dentials had been referred. If it was done, it was 
without my knowledge. I inquire of the chair- 
man of the co mmittee if it was done i 

Mr. BDTLER. I really do not know. 

Mr. BRIGHT. They nave not been reAired. 
I did not know until this morning that my right 
to a seat on this floor was questioned — that is, 1 
did not know it in legislative form. However, 
as a matter of course, the settlement of the right 
of my colleague to his seat is a settlement of 
mine, for our claims rest upon the same law and 
facts. There has been no formal reference of the 
question of my right to a seat on this floor, and 
tnerefore the resolution should be corrected. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I supposed the two question* 
were before us. If there was no formal reforence 
of the case of the Senator fh>ra Indiana now an 
the floor, the addition to the former resolution 
should be stricken out. Has then been any such 
formal reference ? 

Mr. RUSK. The Journal will show. 

Mr. BUTLER. For fear I may make a mis- 
take, I will refer tt> the Senator from Georgia, who 
has the charge of this whole business, i do not 
think there was any reference of the Sehator'a 
case. I may be mistaken, however. I reArred 
it to the honorable Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It was nnderstood m the com- 
mittee that both cases were before us, though we 
spent but a few minutes upon them. What does 
the^ournal show? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mabom.) 
The Chair has directed an inquiry to be made. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The committee supposed both 
were before them, I think at the suggestion of 
the chairman. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think it is a mistake. I 
have been very attentive to business herSt ■■>d I 
have heard no such motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My intention in m^ng 
the motion was to refer both eases. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Whatever may have been the 
gentleman's intention, it was not done, and I 
apprehend there will be no objection to correetine 
the report and resolutitm by striking out so unicB 
as relates to myself. 

Mr. BAYARD. I doubt Tery much whether 
it could have been reftrred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. The remonstrance at the last sessien of 
Congress waa a remonstrance against the election 
of the Hon. Orabah N. Frrce as a Senator to 
represent the State of Indiana in the Coniress of 
the United States. I have heard of no remon- 
strance, I have heard of no objection to the right 
of his colleague. I was present at the time my 
friend from Indiana ^Mr. BriobtJ was sworn in. 
There was no objection to his being sworn in. I 
have heard no remonstrance from any source 

X*nst hia right, unless we are to assume foots 
ih we have no right judicially to notice, and 
to suppose that on such an assumption the ques- 
tion would be referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. I do not see how it could possibly have 
been before that committee. There has been 
nothing to refer to as. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am sure there has been no 
motion to refer the questitm of my right to&feeat 
on this floor, " 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that he is informed by the 
Secretary that nothing more was referred to the 
committee relative to the seat of the Senator now 
on the floor, but the papers which were referred 
at the instance of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. BRIGHT. My credentials were notem- 
braoed in the moUon. On thia point I am not 
mistaken. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should 4ike to know what 
the Journal says on this subject. If there ia a 
Journal, i should like to hear it read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is not a. matter of conse- 
quence so far as what I propose to say is con- 
cerned. ThequestiDnofthenghtofmycoIleaffoe 
and my*df loawrtt m this flooj^^^ ^ 
DiQitizcd by 



AJWBNBIX TO THE CONGRESSICmAL eLQBE. 



[Hanh 13, 



Froceedingi of the Special Seuion, 



it n«( UBd«moo(t, and it hu been either if do- 
ruidjr or willfully misreptsMnted by the public 
piMi ^ the oouiUry. I fiRve no doubt there are 
MOtlanien on lUi floor who would be rery will- 
ing to rott to retain my coUeafue in his seat; but 
notbeingin poMenionof the &cta, and not having 
•wiiMMl tke law, doubt the validity of the elec- 
tion. 8onuch forthework of miBiepresentatioa; 
bu4 all thia will be corrected in due ume. I aaid, 
on a former occaaion, that if I entertained a doubt 
about my legal right toa asat on thia floor, I would 
not occupy the i^ttentioo of the Senate for five 
miaHHw in ordei to make that ri2;ht manifest. 1 
knoWt Mr. President, that there is not time now 
to go into a fViIl diaeuaaion of the queatioos in- 
^vad ia the ri^t of ny colleague and myself 
to aaata fam, oitdwr the etection that has taken 
l^ace* and thia is bo faalt of mine. I have voted 
to lake it up whenever called, and against paaa- 
iqg it by waenever called, and now that it ia up, I 
OMPOtcooaent toletitfobefore the countrv with 
the pftriial and one-sided varaion given by the 
Senator from Ilhnoia. 

The PRESIDING OETICER. The Senator 
will allow the Chair to imarrapt him for a mo- 
ment. The Joomal of Monday hatcmitaina thia 
enuy: 

" Of) raotkm Mr. Tbohiull, 
Oritfdy Th«t ihfl mdontUl* of tbe Boa. Jsais D. 
BatOBT aod the credentials oF the Bon. GJUBbK N. Pitch, 
with Ibe papera on lh« Ble* of Uw Senuc reUling to their 
•taciloa ai Bouton in Cm^nm br the LeaWsutre of Is- 
Abm, be rehrrad to the Coouninet on ibe Jodieieijr." 

Mr. ^IGHT. I aak the Senator from lUi- 
Boia if he ever made that motion } 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I intended to make the 
tMTTttrr to refer the papers relating to both cases. 
I oboerve, in looking into the ]^e|>er8, that the 
■amea of both Senators are contained in tbem. I 
have no distinct recollection at thia moment what 
wan the form of my motion; b«t it was my'de- 
aigD to include both cases. 

Mr. BRIQUT. The Senator ia mistaken if he 
aaya he made a motion to refer my oredentiala. 
t watched the matter closely, and t am not mis- 
taken. They were not nfened; and the Journal 
nuat be conaded. 

Mr. BUTLER. Allow me to make one re- 
mark. I redly spoke before, as i^tairman of Uie 
committee, without any recognisance distinctly 
of the subjaot-matter that had b^en referred to us; 
but I feel confident that the seat of the Senator 
from Indiana [Mr. Brioht] was not referred to 
iMb We ban not taken consideration of it. i 
do not see how it could have been referred at the 
time when he was an undoubted Senator of the 
United Statea, and hia former term had not ex- 
pired. 

Mr. BRIGHT. When inUrrupted, I was 
aboot to aay that there waa no analogy between 
thia and the case lately decided by thia body from 
the State of Iowa. In Iowa there ia a law pre- 
■eribinr, in the language of the Constitution of 
the United States, the time, place, and manner of 
making tile election. In Indiana there is none. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 
iolempt him? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will my friend from Virginia 
siUv me to proceed ? 1 will condense as much as 
poasible. It was truly aaid by one of the Sena- 
to{«fToml4Miiaiana([Mr.B*iHaMiN»]when,upoB 
a recent occaaion, it was |vq>Med to raiae a stand- 
ing committee on elections, that ** conteeted elec- 
tions had hitherto been decided by the Senate in 
a manner eminently judicial; and that it was de- 
•irAle to maintain the hif h character of the Sen- 
ate in that particular." While courts of jusUce 
adhere to preeedenia well estabUahed, and rigor- 
imVf follow formsr decisions, founded ia prin- 
eiple— the highest exercise of judicial wisdom, 
independence and impartiality, conaists in recall- 
lag a decision inconsiderately made, aj>d repudi- 
ating doctrines newly esti^iished, but erroneous 
ia principle, before age and acquieaceBce have 
imparted to thera the aaactity and binding force 
of preeedenta, or ruinoua conaaquencea followed. 

h, aaema to be the oommon unoersiwDduig, that 
a m«ority of the Senate in daoiding the Iowa 
case, nave come to the resolution that the appoiot- 
mcntof United Stataa Senators {* «f»iflf(iv« act. 
IdonotaaneitpasitivetTthataueh ia the fact; but 
aaauming it to be so, becauae I find that many 
.panoM wagfMMnM tf,I«m inqMllad to diawat 



from a decision ao erroneoua in principle and per- 
nicious in the conaequences to which it manifeetly 
leads. So clear are my convictions to the con- 
trary, and ao much atronger do they become the 
longer I eonaider the aubject, that I shall addreaa 
myaelf to the unprejudiced judgment of the Sen- 
ate with greateonfidenceof cummending the viewa 
I entertain, to their favor and adoption. But, 
while I shall undertake to attack directly the cor- 
recineaa of the deciuon in that caae, if it goes the 
lei^th I have atated, 1 by no meana admit that 
the facta of the case now before the Senate are 
parallel to thoae of the Iowa caae. On the con- 
trary, I assert what isobvioua to every eye, that 
whila some poinu of analogr are to be found in 
the two easest there are auch material variances 
between tbem aa muatexclnde them from ihlling 
under the same rule. 

In Iowa, the Legidature, in the exercise of tbe 
power conferred by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted Statea, which provides that the times, place, 
and manner of choosing United States Senatora 
shall be preacribed in each State, by the t^e^la- 
ture thereof, paased a law which required a joint 
convention, to be constituted by the action of 
each Houae separately. The senate of Iowa 
adjourned over to a time beyond that appointed 
for the reaasembling of the joint convention, and 
thereby revoked, reacioded, and withdrew that 
consent, which, under the law of Iowa, waa in- 
dispensable to the validity of the joint convention 
— an act the Senate had power to do. After that, 
membera of the Senate participated aa voluoteera 
with the -members of the House in choosing a 
Senator. But the necessity for the aaaent of the 
Senate to tbe convening of the joint convention, 
and the power to recall that assent, sprung alike 
from the law of Iowa, and tiu violation t&st law 
was the irregularity which waa fatal to the action 
of the joint convention. It does not follow from 
this that where there is no State law regulating 
the aubject a joint convention would be illegal. 
In theStateoflndianaihereianone. IntheState 
of Vii^nia, I believe, there has never been any. 
Yet it IB conceded by all that in these States Sen- 
ators may be chosen without a previous exerciae 
<tf Uiepowar to provide by law for the timca, places, 
and manner of making the aelection. Thatclanae 
of the Constitution which empowers a Slate Legis- 
lature to prescribe the manner, fiic., of chooaing 
Senators is merely directory, and a failure to do 
so doea not disfranchise the eleetora, who we the 
members of the Legislature. 

In many other material pointa the case of the 
Senator fi-om Iowa was at variance with that now 
under consideration, but it is unnecessary now to 

Eoint them out. If it be true, indeed, that the 
road propoaition waa eatabliahed in that caae — 
that the election of Senatora ia an act of l^iala- 
tion— I am at a loss to perceive hew that question 
was brought in issue. It did not arise out of the 
record. It was not embraced in the controveraT. 
There being a law of Iowa controlling the sub- 
ject, the only question that arose in a legitimate 
manner was, wnetber that law had been comphed 
with ? If the Senate went beyond the iasues pre- 
sented, and settled a question not in the record, 
it is no decision to control future cases. Prece- 
dents cannot beeaiaUliabed in that way, nor grave 
queationa of constitutional right be so disposed 
of. The decision of a queauon not in iuue ia 
extra-judicial. 

It may well be infbrred that qucaiioas directly, 
in issue nave been subjected to a careful scrutiny, 
and passed uponafVur full examination; and these 
make preceoenu for future use; but questions 
incidentally discussed, or opinions given on col- 
Jateral pointa, are to be taken as imperfectly ex- 
amined and partially luderatood, and are not to 
govern subsequent cases where the questions thus 
incidentally examined conj^directly in issue. 
This Iowa case is a perfelRUuatration of the 
hasardoua tendency of aattliug grave questions 
ialhiaway. The proposition tfat aanatorial elec- 
tions were legislative acu could have but a col- 
lateral bearing on the Iowa case, for the main 
queatioo there waa, whether the State law had 
b«en broken; and therefore might be laid down 
incidentally upon imperfect examination , without 
attracting attention to logical consequences in- 
v<4ved. But when a case arises — and such a 
ow ia now bafeca Uw Senaia— whei* this quap- 



twa comes up directly, theoe consequences, per- 
, heps for the first time, are ftilly apparent; and 
i are we then to be told that we are bound and 

concluded by what has been done before i Thia 

would not be proceeding ** in a manner eminently 

judicial." 

How fhr a desire to mate a preecdml for tbe 
government of the question involved in my elec- 
tion, w«a the moTUig cause in presenting iHe 
Iowa case at ths time and ia the manner it came 
bfforf th* Sanata for deei«ion, ia a matter for 
apeeuluiont but w^tever naea were to be sub- 
aerved by it, I deny that any rule oould legiti- 
mately be baaed upon the facU of that case to 
govern thia. If auch a ruling was made, it was 
eJttnrtudicial; ai^ the question whether the eke- 
tion of Senatora is an act of legislation, ia atiUaa 
oven qneatioa to all intents and purpoaea, and 1 
mil treat it. In doing this I ahall controvf rt, 
and I ^ope auccoasfttUy, the poattion, that the 
election of a Sf oator is a legwiative act, or that it 
reauires the a,ction of the two branohea of the Le> 
cialKtura» aa organized bodias* to perfect it, in any 
Stata where auch requirement is not baaed npoo 
a statute law. If I am right, it matter* little with 
impartial and independent minds whether they 
agree with me or not as to what' waa settled in the 
Iowa caae. To such minds I shall not appeal in 
vain, when I invoke the exercise of that high ju- 
dicial qt^ty to which I have alhldad — that mag- 
panimoua attribute of justice which prefers being 
rigU to being in a miataken venae coaristeiU, ana 
deems it better that a judge abould acknowledge 
and correct hia error, tba^ the rights of a party 
be trampled itodar foot. 

I trust, in this august asacmUy, where qoe*- 
tiona of this nature nave biUierto been decided 
" in a manner eminently judicial." the rights of 
the sovereign State of Indiana, of her people and 
her Senators, wiU not be sacrificed to anr ialas 
pride of ccmsisteticy ; nor yet to that moat unf c r- 
Oua and despicable judicial weakness whichiesn 
to do right lestpartiolityandinconaiaiency should 
be imputed. A great principle is involved. Let 
all pride of opinion, prejudice, and partisan leeUn* 
be foigetten, and this question be decided aa it 
onght to its, upon the high considerationa which 
Jodiaiat duty requires — tne application of aooad 
rules pf conatruction to the Constitution of the 
United States. Whan thia ia done, it will be 
found, I trust, that that instrument conuios 
within itself principles of vitality that will pci^ 
petuate its existence, and is not so irapuicctlj 
named aa to invest a revolutionary faction in 
either branch of a Stale iKCgialature with power 
to suspend its operation, and deny a aoverri^ 
State her equal voice in the highest le^slaiite 
council of the nation. It will be found that the 
election of Senators is not a l^slaiire act. Pui 
Ifcat eonstraction upon the Conalitution, and yon 
oonfer uponaminority of cither branch of a State 
Legislature an abaolute veto upon the will of the 
majority — powertoaetatnaugntthewhole people ' 
of a Slate — to deny them a representative here, 
and to nullify the Constitution itaelf. By what 
process of reasoning is it to be shown that, in a 
matter of the highest concern, such a rale of cihi- 
piruotion ia to be adopted inaGovemmeDtwhert 
the right of majorities to rule is the fundaqaeiual 
idea visibia in all its institutions ? Let thia idet 
preTail in your ctmatrucuon of the Conatitution, 
and Its perfect adaptation for the purposes of 
republican government is manifested in its oom- 
plote and hamonioua working. Violate thia prii^ 
ciple, and faction, revolution, and anfuvhy eD«ue. 
Upon what baais does the proposition, that the 
election of Senatora is an act of legialation, rest.' 
All the arguments to support it must be draws 
from two sections of the Constitution of the United 
States — the third and fourth sections of the firai 
article — there being no State law in force, and 
these beiog the only provisions of the FedenJ 
Constitution affecting the question. So aiocb of 
these sections ss relatea to this matter reads as 
.followft 

"The BeosM of ibe Uaited Btaie> AsJI be eonipoas* af 
two ^enuora rrwi eacli Bisie, eboNn kf Bie gialsnt 

tbereof, (or six yeM»." 

"The tjmee, places, end nunineTor hnMhy ele«tfoiM liir 
BenatM^' am) BepieMnBUlm aholt be pfernlbod in cad 
BtBM, bTt^e Legiilatflre ibereofi but tbe CflngreK a*] 
at any Ume, by l*w,iBake or olior aacli reyalaUope, exert* 
H to the utoceaafebassiftBmMpn*" 
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It is contended* bv those who deny the legality 
of my election and that of my colleague, that tba 
woitls** ehoaen by theI>giBlature"BratobecoD- 
■(rued aa meaning the two HouBea, of which that 
body in thi« particular in^ance happens to be 
composed, aaHouaea— the oi^aaixed bodieat as 
distin^iated firoai ths aggregnte of ail the mem- 
)»er». ITpoB thfl mcaMSg of tka word ** Legislal^ 
ture, *' in thia section, the controverey turoa; and 
the whole caae of the contestants depends upon 
maintaiQing their conatniction of this word. To 
do tikis* they eo to the State cooetitutioB of In- 
diana, for aaelnition of the terra " Legialature," 
which tbey find, in aectifltn one, of article four: 

*< Ttm leabtattre sattoritr or ilie Biaie ilnU be verted In 
a 0«neml Aaienibly, which rfwll coaibtof a Senate and a 
Iloaae of BepceaontUlTa." 

Here* they say,«retwoatpanite and organized 
bodiea, a Senate and a House (^Repreaenlatina. 
It rvquinm both of these to make up the Legisla- 
tnre — the Senate at a Senate, and the Heoae as 
a Moaae, The aggreeate of the n)embera<^ these 
two Houses, they aflrm, does not eempoee the 
Slate Legislature— ^enee cannot choose aenatora. 
For purposes of State le^i^iion, ladtnittheydo 
not; I aamit that legislative authority, that is, the 
power to enact laws, is rested in the Senate and 
House as codrdinate bodie8,and in (Aat sense the 
action of each, as a separate o^anised body, is 
essential to the validity of their proceedinca. I 
mean Air the purpose of enaeting laws. But it 
does net fi^ew tut, for other parpoaes, the word 
"K«egia]atore" may not be employed in adiffiireiit 
•erne. When used in connection with acta not 
pertaining to legislation, it is not to be so under- 
stood. The Buc^edHnatter of a law is to be con- 
sidered in giving consUuction to ita terms. The 
act to be done is to be kept in view, and will give 
a construction to the meaning of the term "Ijegia- 
lature." What is the act contemplated by the 
Conetitution of the United States? The passage 
of a law or a joint resolution? No, it is the choice 
of a Senator. How is that ohoiee to be made ? 
By an ai^ of the Senate as a Senate, and of the 
House aa a House } It is to be by *' holding an 
election." " The times, places, and manner of 
AoUing etectfons for Senators and Representatives 
shall m prescribed," &c. Thie is the language 
of the Constitution of the -United States. Hold- 
in|^ elections I Is holding an election an act of 
legisUtUon ? Surely not. Especially not in this 
case, for the lansua^ of the Constitution abso- 
lutely excludes Oiatidea.by coupling the election 
of Representatires by the people and Senators by 
the Legislature together, in the same terma. The 
election here spoken of is the expreasion by each 
elector for himself of hia choice — the people for 
Representative—the member* of the Legislature 
for Senator— the expression of a majority to de- 
termine the choice. Then, takii^ Iwth sections 
of the Constitution together, the Legislature ie to 
choose a Senator by holding an election. Is that 
an act of legislation? I maintain that the word 
"Legislature" is here employed not to designate 
two orgAnized bodies, a Senate and a House, but 
as a collective noun, to designate a body of elec- 
tors, to witi the memhern of both branches, 
whose duty it is to choose Seiwtora by holdiog 
an election. 

With much greater leason nay it baacgeed 
that the two Housea, as oncanized bodies are 
referred to in that provision which savs that the 
times, ptaees.and manner of holding euclionafor 
Senators and Repreaentattns shaU oapcMeribsd 
in each State by the Legiriatarethsrew-beeaiua 
tlie preseribiDg the times, places, and manner of 
holding these elections, partakes much nu>re of 
the character of i^ialation, than the act of hold- 
ing an ebctioD docs; yet the Conslatniton would 
seem to forbid this eonstnettoa even here, for it 
goes on to say: " but the Congress may at anv 
time, (if iaw, make or alter each regulations,'' 
&c. Here the action of Congress on this subiact 
is in terms required to be in legialative form, while 
that of the State Legislature la not; the infareDca, 
aeeoidiag lo kno^o rales of ceaatnictioo, ia 
_____ .(■_...._, ' it otherwise 

cheraetar. 



stroDg, that the lature mar do it otherwiaei 
^at is, by aetioiij^^ of ^ le^siattve c 



Mr. MASOIf, 
interrupt Jiub, 



interrupt Aub, / ''j^ 



ie'iU ^ Senator allow me to 
>^^stood it was said by the 
^ Oeoi^a, and others, thiU 
4i«i«te,tbey vioUaltow 



me to make a motion to lay it on the table. If 
the Senator will yield me the floor for that pur- 
poae, I will make Uie motion. I really think it 
important to do so, that we may go into execu- 
tive aession. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 must be indulged for a few 
minntes longer. 

It is to be remembered that when th« Consti- 
tutioo of the United Slates was made, the le^s- 
lative power was in some States vested in a single 
body — and the word "Legislature," as employed 
in the CoDstitntion, is general, and applied to all 
the States. Will it be contended that tne members 
of a State Legislature, consistingof but one house, 
might not, at any time when that body was in 
session, without fraud, each individual speaking 
for himself, have made an election for Senator? 
I maintain that the Constitution of the United 
8tates,by thetueof theword *< Legislature," in- 
lands nowing more tlian to designate the qualifted 
rieotors who may choose Senators, and that 
whenever these electors, without fraud, " hold an 
election," and by a clear majority of their entire 
number indicate their choice, the person so chosen 
is legally entitled to be Senator. Adopt this view 
of uie caae, and, as I have said before, the har- 
monious working of the democratic prtncij^ 
which underlies- our Government vindicates the 
wisdom of our Constitution, and perpetuates its 
powers — adopt a r^ntrary view, and the Consti- 
latiea is 1mm indeed. 

I am here reminded of another point of differ- 
ence between the Iowa case and the case now be- 
fore the Senate. It is this: In the Iowa case the 
Senate had adjourned and its members came not 
from a Senata in session to participate in the joint 
convention. In Indiana, tne Senators io every 
instance, led by the President of the Senate, after 
notice in open session, went from a Senate in ses- 
sion to a House in session. There was no fraud, 
no secrecy; and if every Senator and Represent- 
ative refusing to participate in the elecuon had 
bean prsseat, and voud, it would not have changed 
the result. That result was in conformity with 
the solemn verdict of the people, rendered"^ at the 
ballot-box, after a prolonged and ardent contest, 
in fitvor of the great principles of constitutional 
right, and the action of those who sought to de- 
feat the will of the people, was but the factious 
and revolutionary resistance of an expiring and 
repudiated party to the voices of the masses and 
the Constitution of their country. 

If it ia true, that the members of the Legisla- 
ture of Indiana composed a body of electors who, 
under the Constitution of the United Stales, had 
power, in the absence of a State law or an act of 
Congress radiating the election, to choose Sen- 
ators, then, 1 presume, the great question in this, 
as in all other cases of conlesied elections, will 
be, not upon forms, not upon quibbles, but what 
persons have received a clear majority of all the 
electoral votesforSenalors. Upon this, no ques- 
tion is made — none can be made. Those who 
are resisting and contesting the right of my col- 
league and myself to sit in this body as Senators, 
stand before the country openly engaged io an 
attempt— by aTSiling themselves m forms aod 
lechnicaliiies— to annul and defeat the will of the 
majority of the qualified etectoro, and the will of 
a majonty of the people of Indiana. In such a 
cause, it seems to me, it should be. the pleasure 
of the Senate to go to the extremest verge of con- 
atitutiooal rigbt to give efficacy to the will of the 
Slate of IflduJM* expressed by her people and 
her represenuttives, and to admit her to an equal 
represeAtation amon^ her peers, rather than to 
hang upon fonual <^l^)eGtioaa to Uia prejudice of 
her rights. ^ 

What will be the efi^ of the eonstruetinP 
which is relied on to exclude the Slate of Indiana 
from a voice in the deliberations of this body ? 
Let us pursue a little Airther thir novel doctrine 
of tacking the provisions of a State constitution 
to those of the Constitution of tite United States 
for purposes of inierpretatioo, and see where it 
lesds tts. If I am not stiatakeo, it will totniftr 
the control of these questions to the State oonati- 
(utions entirely — not to the Legislatures of the 
States, but to the conventions which frame the 
several State constitutions. How often has it 
bsen deeided that the Slate constitutions cannot 
alter or affect the pioriiioBV of tin Federal Gmr 



stitution, but that the latter is to stand by itself— 
the only law to govern in all matters coverrd by 
iu terms? The Senator from IHinoia [MrTavM- 
bcll} himself, whose zeal has placed him in the 
front rank of the opponition to the right of the 
State of Indiana to be represented here,ow<>s his 
seat in this bodjr to this well-esiablished princi- 
ple. If the election at a Senator is a legislative 
act, then the forms of election, and all other rules 
regulating the subject, are to be drawn troro the 
State constitutions, which bind down the State 
Legislatures to oertaio preacribed rules, and a 
fixed coune of procedure in all matters of legis- 
lation. Thus, in the ease under consideration^ 
to carry out the principle contended for, we mn«t 

So to the State constitution to find what eompossa 
le Senate aa an organized body, and wtuil the 
House. Two-thirds of each House shail consti- 
tute a quorum, saya the State «uistitution. (Art. 
4, sec. 11.) llwrefore two-thirds of each House 
fnust be present at the eleetion of a Senator. A 
majority of all the members elected to each House 
is necessary to pass every bill or joint resolution, 
(i. e. , necessary to the validity of every legislative 
act;) therefore a majority of all the members in 
each House, separately, most actually vote for the 
person chosen — two-thirds of each House being 
present at the time. The assent of the Giivernor 
u necessary to give effect to every legislative act. 
The election of a Senator is a l^alative act; there* 
foro the assent of the Governor i« essential to the 
validitr of the election. Thus we find we pass 
from tee Constitution of the United Slates, wnich 
is the jwramount Inw in this case, and cannot be 
impaired or altered by any other, to that of the 
State, which is inferior, and permit the latter to 
control us. If this can be done, then it is com- 
petent for the State constitutions to regulate the 

Jualifications of members of this body, and to 
eclare void legislative acts appointing ihem to 
seats in the Senate — a doctrine which, though 
repudiated by the Senate in the caae of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Tbimbdll,] appears to 
bavs taken possession of his mind so completely, 
that one might reasonably expect to see him con- 
form to hia oath to support the constitution of 
Illinois, and renounce his own claim to a seat in 
the Senate. While he retains his seat, he will 
pardon me if I doubt his sincerity in disputing 
the legality of mine. 

I hope that some of those who, on a recent 
occasion, voted to sasiain the Senator from Iowa 
on the same grounds contended for by me to-day, 
and who seem disposed to impute inconsistency 
to Senators who, havinr difieted with them then, 
now maintain, in part, the views advocated by the 
Senator from Iowa on this question, will take care 
of their own consistency by adhering to principles 
which so recently received the saoctioa of tneir 
votes. 

But it may be said the nile is settled, and they 
will now conform to it. This may do, in this 

f articular ease, te subserve a partisan purpose; 
ut an intelligent public will remember that if 
there is any one thing for which the party calling 
itself Republican has ever been remarkable, it is 
their peietstesee in what they are pleased to pro- 
fess as their constructions of the Constitution in 
defiance of the adjudications of the courts to the 
contrary. While the country is filled witlr their 
clamors against the highest tribunal known to the 
Constitution for its decision of a question giving 
rest to a vexed subject, which iias been so long 
the pretext of thatagilatioa by which, as aparty, 
they live, the wonderful meekness with which 
they acquieace io the decision, invoked now as 
a precedent against the rights of the Slate of In- 
diana, is little less than ludicrous. 1 indulge the 
hope that whatever of partiaan feeling may have 
come to the surface in the progress of the discus- 
sions upon this question, all will approach it in 
the end aan great question of foestitutiona) right, 
and that it may be dealt with and disposed of io 
the apff opriate language of the Senator from 
I Louisiana, [Mr. Bbiuamui,] already quoted, in a 
I mnner " eminently jndidal. " 

Although I have much more to say, the hour, 
and the impatience of those around ine to take 
1 up business in executive session, that I know 
I ought snd must be transacted to-day, leads me to 
give way forthat purpose, and in doing so I shall 
' ask the pnviiege of the Seoatb lo print with my 
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remarks, the written opinion of (he attorney gan- 
eral of the Stale of Indiana. 

OFrioB or ATTOixrr Gbrrkal, 
iNDiAMAPOua, JfarcAi 1657. 

Your note, aakiDg my opinion as to tlio validity of the 
etuction of United Btaies Senators by the present General 
Antcmbly of the State of Indiana, iu ibe cum of Hon. G. 
N. Fitch and Jeibb D. Briobt, nu been rsceiv«d, wul 1 
taeie#iib fiunisb you wfili tbe •une. 

YouTB respectfully. 
To his Excellency Govemor A. P. Wjllaxs. 

Is the election of Hon. G.N. Fitcei and Jbsbb D. Bmobt 
to tlie United State* Senate, at tbe preseitt term of the 
General Awembly of Uie State of Indunti, valid.' 

Tbe facta in releronce to tlioae elections, ns I und«tRand 
them, are an foUowH : Tbe conetiiutlon of the Btate of In- 
diana, flection four, article five, makes It the duty of tbe 
Bpeaker of the House of Representatives of the General 
Auseiubly to open and pabHch llie votes fbr Governor and 
Lieutenant GovenK>r,in the presencft oTbotli HouHea of tlie 
General Assembly. Both Houses betog in session, tbe 
Speaker notified tbem that be would proceed to the dis- 
cliarge of that duty on Monday, tbetwelflb day of January, 
A. !>., 1857,Bt two o'clock, p. in. Wben Uiat hour arrived, 
tbe I'resideot of the Senate announced to the Senate that 
the Senators would proceed immediately to the Hall of Uie 
House of Representatives, to be present with the House of 
Itcpreecntativcs at the opening and publication of the votes 
by the Speaker. And the President of the Senate, together 
wiib such of the Senuots as chose to go, repaired accord- 
ingly to the Hall oftlic House at Representatives, and met 
with the members of tlie House iti joint AsGembly, tbe 
President of the Senate presiding over tlie convention ; aud, 
in tlie presence of the two House* thus assembled, tbe 
votes for Governor and Lieutenant Governor were duly 
published by the Speaker. At the close of its session, the 
prcsidins officer adjourned the convention over, until tbe 
Mcoud dayof February, 1857, at — o'clock i at which Ume 
the convention again assembled, and, without proceeding 
to any further business, was by ijie presiding officer nd- 

jourued until the day of Februaiy, 1657, at— o'clock, 

for the purpose, as the Chair at the time announced, ot 
electlBE twaUnited States Senators for ihe State of [ndiana : 
tmo to Bll iho vacancy tlien existing by the expiration of the 
term of Hon. John Petlit, and the otiier to fill the vacancy 
about to occur by tbe expiration of the term of Hon. Jebhe 
D. BaiouT, on Uio 4th of March, 1857 ; and at tbe lime 
fixed by tbe attJoamment for the election to take place, the 
conveutiou again assembled, and was called to ortler by tha 
I'residentof tbe Senate, as its presiding officer, and fully 
omiiized by the election of clerks and other necessary 
oraceis. The convention so asacniblcd, composed of all 
the members of both branches of Ute General Assembly 
who cbose to parUcipate in tbe elecUon, then proceeded. 
In tbe Hall of tlie Houseof Representatives, by aviw ooce, 
08 tb« Constilution required, lo elect United 6(atce Sena- 
tors. The roll of cnch House was regularly called by the 
clerk of tbe convention, when U appeara that eighty-i^ix 
nembers in all, of the Senate and House of Bepresenta- 
Uves. responded to their names. Of these, eighty-three 
voted IbrOnbam N. Fitch, two for R. W. Thompson, and 
one Uink ; and Graham N. Fitch having received a majnr- 

a of all tbe votes of the LegiiilMure,.was, by the presiJing 
eer,deidareddulyelected. A aecond balloting then look 
place, in tbe same manner as tbe first; and Jesse D. Bright 
waa, by a similar vote, declared duly elected. On each call 
of tbe nxe, twenty-firat Senators and sisiy-two members 
of tbeHousaiespondedlo Ibeirnames. Of the twenty- six 
ScBatoia tbiuataowD to be absent, the seats of three of them 
are in oontost tn tbe Senile, by notices of contest duly Qled 
and Mill pendii^; This statement may not be accurate in 
all detaUi, bat ia ndistaniMly ao, and will be found suffi- 
cient ta dalwariaa tbe qneKlon ana^ npoa tbe Acts of the 
case. 

Tbe am clause of section tbree, article one of the Con- 
■tHution of tbe United Btaua, k as Ibllows : " The Senate 
of tbe United Biues Aall be coaipoMd of two Benaton 
turn eacb State, cboaea by the Lflglalitue thereof for >tz 
yean -," and tbe Iburtb aeciion of tbe aaaie article provides 
that " tbe times, places, and manner of holding elediom 
Itar Senators and Representatives shall be prescribeil in each 
Bute by tbe Legtalaiare thereof; bat Congress may at any 
time, by law, mafca or nlier such rdgolatloos, eieept as to 
thejKOM of ctaooring Senaiori." 

Our State constitution being aOent on tbe anhgect, and 
diera being no law in IbrcC In tbbi Sioie, either passed by 
Congress or the Lefislauire of tbe State, preacribiDg tbe 
time, place, and manner of boldiog elections for Senators, 
the conatluillonal provisions above cited are tbe only laws 
In force lu this State by wbicta die legality of the eleciinn 
of Senator! Brl|lit and Fitch can be tesiM. If, tben,theee 
eleetions are void, it must be becauM tbey conflict with 
tiiose sectione of toe conetitntlon. 

In considering this question, It becomei neeessary to in- 

!|Uire In which capacity tbe Legtslature is required to act 
n the election of United States Senomrsf Are the mem- 
bers of tbe Legiatature to be considered aa on aggregate 
body of electors, or are the two Honaea to be coosidefed as 
acting under their separate organiaatloa, aa inibe ordinary 
disfharge of legislative dnties? 

It is true that tlie piacilceon this subject has been by no 
mean* uniform. In Ibe lint elections of Senators after the 
adoption of the Federal ConaUlntion, the most usual mode 
was to elect by separate and Independent notion of each 
House ; and no election could then lake place uscil the two 
floiises had concurred la tbe selection of tlic same person. 
But the frequent disagreement of the two Houses rendered 
it neeessary to depart from this mode of choosing Senators 
by forming the two Houaea into a joint convention, at le^t 
after a certain number of ineffectual efforts to elect sepa- 
laiely. This departure fh>m the original practice was fiiat 
introduced in tbe State of New York, and I believe tiie 
practice now is in all the Biatea to elect to Jtrint conven- 
tion, eltber in the first Instance or tftei tin two Houses 
bava ftlM 10 asrw in Uielr flboioa. 



Tn our State we have uniformly elected by ajoint con- 
ventiou, requiring the successful candidate to receive a ma- 
jority of the aggregate votes of ilie Gen<;rril Amenibly. A 
joint convention is rimply a blending of the two Hnuaca 
Into an antregaie body of electors, in which the distinctive 
characteri^ticB of each Houde are fully merged in the new 
body, and in its action tliis electoral college (for it is nothing 
else) must be governed by nilcs and regulations totally dis- 
simllarlo those governing either House whenactinffin their \ 
separate or legialaUve capacity. That an election by either i 
of the modes above ref>;rred to ia legal, 1 have nodoubL j 
But when we consider that the Legislature ia required to ! 
choose Senators by election, and that this power was vested 
in the Legislature foi; the purpose ofconstitiitinf and perpet- 
uating a most essential brunch of uie Federal Legiatature. 
such a conatruciion should be f^von to tliose constitutional 
powers, as will most effectually secure an accomplishment 
of the design of the powers. It woe this very principle that 
induced a change in the mode of electing Senators, fhtm 
tbe separate acuonofthe two ilouaeatoa Joint convention. 
But in this change, as the practice has prevailed in this 
Siatei the evil has been but in part remedied ; fbr, to form 
the Joint convention it bos bcon thought necessary to require 
the concurrence of tbe twoHouiiee acting independently of 
each other ; and, therefore, all tbe evils of a disaineemeni 
are encountered in the effort to bring tbe two Ilooaei to 
agree in tbe formBtion of a Joint convention. When the 
convention is once formed, it has been seen that the relative 
powers of each House are merged, and the vote is taken 
ftr eafiU, without any regard to the relative numbers of tha 
two bodlea. But if we conatrue the Constitution of the 
United States as vesting In the Legislature of the State, oa 
a body of electors, the richt to ebooae United States Sen- 
ators by election, then nil difficulty is removed, by iriocing 
It in Uie power of a m^rity of the elector* to execute tbe 
proviaions of tbe Constitution on that sulflect, and at once 
renders tbe aceompliitunent of tbe pnrposea of tbe Consti- 
tution certain. 

If, then, a proper construction of tbe Constitution ve*ta 
In the members of the General Assembly, as aii aggrmate 
body of electors, the right to etaoose Senators by an elec- 
tion, then the next inquiry Is, In what mode may tbey 
exercise those rights so aa to make a vahd election .' 

The fourth section of article one of the ConatituHcm above 
quoted, devolves upon the Legislature the duty of prescrib- 
ing " timea', places, and manner of electing Senators." 
subject to such alterations as Congress shall by law make 
in reference to these matters, except as lo the place of 
chooeiog Senaiora. 

Bo f^ oa Congreaa attempts to change the manner of 
choosing Senators, it must bi^ done by a law regularly en- 
acted. Bnt on what mode must tbe Legislature ofa Siato 
preserve "times, places, and manner" of electing Benatora 
in Older that the election may be valid !" Must that be by 
a etalule, regularly enacted, or may not Uie L^islature 
prescribe tbe times, plaees, and manner, without resorting 
to the Ibrm ofa Ii»is1aiive enactment.' 

Tbe language of^ die Constitution ia, that" the Legislatnre 
aball prescribe the time*; places, and manner of electing 
Benaton," but it does not say in what irianner this mu^t 
be done. Congress can by law otter or cliange the time 
and manner, but it can only do that by a general law —a 
public aei- 

Tfae Legialatiire might undoubtedly pas* an act In due 
tbfiu prcseribloc the times, places, and manner of electing, 
and it Uiai bad ueeu done, oud no law of Congn-sa wa* in 
existence ctannging or modUyingil, the election of Senators 
wonld have to confonn to tbe atatntes or be void. But can- 
not tbe Loginlature, acUng under the powers vested l^ 
the Federal Constitution for tbe election of United States 
Senators, as a body of electors, whose duty it ia to elect 
Senators, prescribe ,tbe tunc, plaec, and manner of electing 
them, if such preocripilonaaall notvMate anylaw in force 
on that Buhlect? Ado if an dection should take phicc under 
such regulations, at wtaicb nil the electors abould have the 
right to participate, would not the pcnoii upon whom tbe 
choice of n majority of all the eleeiors shottid hU In such 
aneloction, be legally entitled to the BMtf And on what 
principle could aveb an eloetion be declamd vMl Not cer- 
tainly on tiie ground that it violated tiie Ctnwb'tation.forno 
provision of that instrument is In cmiflictwith it. Nor can 
It be contended that atiystatnte has been violated, fbr none 
exists on Ibe sul^t. And If It neither violaies any part 
of the Conatltuilw, nor conflicts with any stamia, it clearly 
must be valid. Tlie Irregulnritiea of tbe elections under 
consideration are certainty not greater llian In Ibe case 
staled, and are, In iny Judgment, valid under the Cegntitit- 
lion. 

But It is aaid thai the election is eonicsted by protests of 
certain mcmbefs of the General Assembly. Do tiiey aliow 
that tbey were debarred tbe privilege of participating In it; '. 
that there waa any ftmid hi the manner of conducting the ■ 
electioo t or the votes not coat would have changed tbe | 
result, if they bad been i Jta, nothing of the kind. Tbey 
only MOW that the Senate fblled to pass any rcaolution to 

E> into Ji^nt convention fur the pnipose of electing ; well 
nowing (hat a majority of ihON who held leais in the 

*nate bad determined no audi reoolutlon inflwmahouM 
passed, In that respect violating the Conatltution la a 
manner tending tn the deetructlon of one branch of tbe 
Federal Government. 

Before such grounds of objection on^t to prevail, there 
shottld be sooieibing to diow that the sovereign ritfils of 
the State bad bccu vi<dated, or some principle of the Con- 
stitution tiampiedjinder foot. 

J. o. Mcdonald, 

*Wan»*y GsmtoI Stide o/ JWtow. 

Mr. MASON. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I i>resume the Senator 
from Virginia haa no objection to tbe printing of 
the reaolution, 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am nothia^ like throueb. 
Indeed I comm— e c d witbout my notes. 



Mr. TOOMBS. I hopetheor<I«f«pr:^ 
will be made by unaDiinoua consent • 

ThePRESIDINGOPPiCEa,(Mr.Rc., i. 
there be no objection, that will be doot ' 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ymmencalinyniiBAift, 
morning without my note*, which wmw-^ 
with some eare, and brfore the cBKid]«Mi 
of 1 hope I ehall bava llt» privilege cf^w 
for them. * 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifihmi,^, 
objection, the order for printing will 
The Chair heart no oLjeeiion. TbeqamkiM 
is on laying the aubjeet on the t^. 

Tbe motioo waa agned to. 

EXCCVTITB BBSUOir. 

A message was received fVem tiiePmdc-'' 
the United Slates, by Mr. Juiu B. Hmi b ' 
Private Secretary. ' 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the StuK -r, , 
ceeded to the conaideratioo of executiTebiacw 
and after some time ^nt ihGreia, the imiM ' 
reopened^ and the Senate adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Satcrdat, JlfarcA U, ]857. j 

Prayer by Rev. Stephen P. Hill. 

On motion of Mr. STlTART.tfe tubti 
the Journal waa diapenaed with. I 

A mesaage'^aa receiTed fron tin Pnilxi' : 
the Uoited State*, by Mr. HE]nT,]iiihjB| 
Secretary. i 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. Icfe^ 
following resolution: 

Attolved, TbBtacommltteeoftwometabenh'Hwi 
by the President of Um 8 en ale to wait oa tbeh^: ' 
the United Sutes and Inltonnbimtbtt ualcKhhia 
ther conununlcaiiotu to malie, (be Benait n 
adjourn. 

Mr. GWIN. I ahoutd like lo knovii^'T 
it is intended lo prolong the seaoion. l'^ - 
llie resolution bcin^ considered now. ' 
■ Mr. MASON. I am not very cieonb 
reeoIuUon offered by the Senator from 
sey is one of those that must lieommiK:' 
rule of the Senate. It is a resolution oiLri:-- 
ing the organization of the Senate, and mWiz 
lo legislolion. I hope the question vill t-- i 
upon it. Ott^rwiae we aliall be left In ^ 
dition: we shall be delinquent inwi^txez'' 
to the President of the United Slates, 
always due and extended from theScuVulu 
other House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Our i. 
decide that tbe reaolution ia before (he Se»i- 
Bction. 

Mr. GWIN. I have no objeclion tniiif: ' 
motion is to be made to extend the hour, 

Mr. MASON. None that I kno» of. , 

The resolution ~was considerpd by unuiiT; 
consent, and agreed to; and Mr.TBW-c 
New Jersey, and Mr, Collamee wen ifj^i- 1 
the committee. 

INDIANA SENATORIAI. ELECTION. 

Mr. STUART. I have a priTiieged fW- 
which 1 desire to submit; and that ii tocmfri 
Journal of a former day, in which it ii Huaa 
the credentials of the Hon. Jkue D.BiwRti': 
referred to the Committee on the JadidvT. ■ 
understand that it ia a mistake; and I n«" ^ ' 
the Jonrnd in that respect be corrected. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It will be proper alwi.^^ 
rect 80 much of the report of ine Jobiciw i^"* 
mittee as relates to two cases instead o(<^- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thecorree«»i 
be made in both caaea by unanimoui oit)iif- 

Mr. SEWARD. Yesterday luskeiivr- 
porters to refer to their notes about the 
case, and tlte debate which occurred, lai ^ 
proceedinga of the Senate thereon. Tbern:^ 
me that tlie motion of tbe Senator from 
waa that the papera ia the ease of the beu*^ 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. FmmiAc^'' 
referred to tbe Committee on the JiioidtfTiS- 
that, in the course of the debate, I mi^««^ 
the case of the other bonoiabie SeoaiBrt''^ 
Indiana [Mr. Bright] should be includeJnt 
motion and referred to the saineconiiiiiw'''^| 
that the order waa made Opon that nisc^ ' 
do not know bow (he &ct is. 1 stale ui'><^<^ 
infonnatioa of,Cbe<SBnate imanlrhttauMj 
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vaa that the motion was made. I submit that if 
hia be so, tiie credenliala ought to be referredt 
:nd I trust they will be together, and that the 
esolution of the committee, wliich haa already 
leen reported, authorizing the taking of tesn- 
aony in these cases will be accepted aiid passed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I inquired yesterday whether 
ny motion had been submittM to refer the cre- 
entials I had presented here to the Committee 
>R the Judiciary. There was no Senator who 
rould answer and say he hod made the motion. 

ask the Senator from New York now whether 
e has submitted such a motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I can only say that in the 
emorks which I made on the occasion, which 
fere very brief, I stated that they must necet- 
arily be refeired. The reporter informs me 
tiat by acquiescence in that suggestion, it wa* 
nderatood that the motion was modified — so 
nderstodd by the reporters, and «o it appears 
:t>m the Journal, to have been aeeopted. I have 
o recollection of making any distinct motion on 
lat subject. 

Mr. J^RIGHT. I understand the Senate to* 
ave ordered the correction on the motion of the 
enntor from MichigBn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That has been 

one. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I-do not wish to consume a 
lomcnL's time in reply to the Senator from New 
''ork. I understand that ray credcDtiala have not 
een referred, and are now on the files. If it is 
le pleasure of the Senator to make a motion to 
efer them, I wish to be heard on it. I have no 
isposition to consume the. time of the Senate, 
ut I say the motion has not been submitted. 

Mr. S£WARD. I certainly shall not, if the 
cnate is to adjourn at one o'clock, interpose new 
r controrersial matter for the nurpose of detain- 
ig them here. If the honorable Senator has a 
isposition to speak on the motion for reference, 

that it will delay the Senate, I will not make 
iie motion. , 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no disposition to delay 
tie Senate. I merely wish to unacrstand the true 
'Oaition of this case. I understand the credentials 
V which I occupy a seat here to be now on tlie 
fcs of the Senate: and they will be there when 
he Senate opens again. Upon that question I 
rish to be heard, ft is the cose of my colleague 
bat is now under eonuderation, not mine. 

CAMPAIGN OF THE GJUHEA. 

Mr. DAVIS. I oflfer the following resolution: 
RcMoleed, Tliat tbc Committee on Printlnn be Iratracted 

1 inquire into the propriely of printing the report or Captain 
IcC'icIlan, of the Uititcd Sutm Army, dd Uie amies or 
.umpe and tlie cnmpaigii ot the Crimea; and tbat flm 
touHaiid extra coplei b« printed fbr dimnbution, onetbou- 
uui or which shall be for the tue of the War DuparUnenl. 

Mr. President, I wish to sav in relation to thid 
esolution, that a similar resolution proposing to 
rint a larger number of copies, was before the 
Committee on Printing at the late session, and 
ley reported adversely, under the idea that this 
raa the beginning of the work. I yesterday had 
conversation with the chairman of theCommtt- 
>e on Printing, who i do not see in his seat, but 
rho probably is in the Chamber, and explained 
3 liim that it woa not the beginning of the work; 
hat it was the report cookplete of an officer who 
^as sent for specialpurposes to Europe. Three 
HicerB were sent. This is one of ijiree; but they 
/ere not to report as a commission. Each was 
3 rei^ort sepaiatelTi and this is the work entire 
f Captain McClellaii. It is very interesting in 
:8 character; and, I think, will be highly useful 
otii to the militia and the army. It is the first 
Line we have ever hod, in our own language, the 
rganization of the Russian army, and the mode 
f conducting their troops in campaign. )Vith 
mat commendable diligence, and with the high 
ilent which he was known to possess, he ac- 
uired the Russian language whilst abroad; has 
■aiislated all their most valuable works, and pre- 
enta this in connection with a general history of 
lie organization the Russian, Bnissian, Aus- 
rian, and Sardinian armiM, and the ^glish 
avatry; and the most graphic description of the 
ampaign in the Crinfea, with a map attached to 
I think it will be one of the most interesting 
ublications,when it shall be made, that has been 
efore the public for many years; and it will b« 



of the highest utility in preparing militia officers 
' who are to take the field. This oJRcer, thou^ 
young, had had varied experience. He had been 
an engineer; he had been an explorer in the 
mountains and on (he extreme western coast of 
our country; he had commanded troops in the 
field; and brought to the task, which he has so 
ablydischarged,aU the prerequisites which eonkl 
have been found in one individual. I ask tbat the 
resolution may be considered at this time. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON subsequently reported from 
the Committee on Printing in lavor of printing 
Captain McCletlan'a report; which was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCT. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to ofTer a resolution for 
information to be laid before the next Congress: 

Reaolnei, That the PtaaMent be r*q vested to cause to be 
laid before ttae Benaie, on the fimjay oflnnensestion, 
the copleioT papers called ibrbytlw resolution of the Sen- 
ate ofathh of February, 1857, including tbo»a eommunlcaied 
by the President on the 3d fnstatit, in all th^deiatliaa re- 
quired in nid raaaltuton ; stai^ detailed notes ahowtng the 
partleular vmiehen therein reibrred tn, where cs;Hained, 
and In what form and manner eiplained, irtiether by in- 
dorspment In tbe body of the voneberB, and If ao, lo what 
extent, and wtilch nfttaein j orotherwiMOn the voucbnra, 
and if BO. H'liicli of them ; wtdlfanaeparaie pieces of paper, 
wliidi Of tbeni ; also, wbieli of aidd vtmehera, if any, bear 
cvidtincea of having been altered or amended alter tlie satne 
had been iigncd; andalsn SMclfying separately all exjriana- 
ti'ms made subsequent to itic action of lha Commissioner 
nflndlan A^nin such manneraa to diawbjr whom each 
of said explanations are made. 

The papers I called for in a former resolution 
were not all furnished. This ia to call for their 
completion by the next session of Congress. 

Tne resolution Vas considered by uoanimoos 
consent, and agreed to. 

RBTIREHENT Or THE VICE PRESIDENT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On thesuggestion 
of several Senators, if it be the pleasure of the 

Senate, the present incumbent of the chair, in 
accordance with usage, will now retire to give the 
Senate an opportunity of selecting h President pro 
tempore. Will the Senator fVom Michigan [Mr. 
StcartI be good enough to take the chair? 
Mr. Stuart took the chair. 

COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. SLTDELL. I renew the motion to take 
up the resolution providing for the compensation 
of the clerks of the standing committees of the 
Senate, which is; 

RetolceJ, TtMt the clerks of those committees which 
hare been discontinued, shall be entitled to receive compen- 
sation for sixty days alter the adjournment of the Ssnate, 
at six doilajs per day. 

I find that tliere was an accidental omisaion, 
and I now offer an amendment to the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SxrART.) 
The question is on taking up the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, f hi^ that it will not be 
taken up. I know little about these clerks; but 
I see no reason why, in addition to the pay they 
have heretofore received , they should receive pay 
for sixty days more. They were paid up to the 
close of the last Congress, I suppose, under a 
resolution allowing them six dollars a day, and I 
do not know that there waS' any understanding 
that they should be continued alter the session. 
However, my chief objection to it is, that there 
is another matter which ought to receive action — 
I allilde to the Indiana el&etion case. I under- 
stand that a motion was made to correct the Jonr- 
nal in that case. 

Mr. SLIDGLL. Has not the Senate agreed to 
take up this resolution ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The question is on taki^ 
it up. " 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking up the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the other is a 
privileged question, and should tiave precedence. 

ThePRESIDINQ OFFICER. TheChairwill 
state that there is no motion before the Senate in ! 
regard to tfae correction of the Journal. The 
Jounntl has been corrected thia moming on a mo- 
tion which was submitted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should have objected to 
that correction if I had been here. 1 do not re- 
gard it as a correction. It was my intention to 
refer both the Indiana eases, aad I will more Co 



reconsider the vote, if I am entitled to make that 
motion, b y whi ch the correction was made. 

Mr. FITZFATRICE. I believe there is a 
question before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois can have the motipn to reconaider 
entered, but it does not disf^e the questiea 
before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is not the election case a 
privileged question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not so as to 
displace a question pending before the Senate. 

Mr. BIGLER. Is there any question before 
the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
motion to take up the reeolution referred to by 
the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I assure the Senator from 
Illinois that the resolution will take probably not 
as much time as he haa already employed in en- 
deavoring to obtain precedence forother business 
of the Senate. Tbat is my impression. 

The motion to take up the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to amend it by striking 
out all after the word "AMpJved," aad insert- 
ing: 

That the clerks employed the standing committees of 

the Hcnate, including tliOM committees which have been 
diicnntinued by the partial adoption of thft report of the 
Bpeejol commltiee submiued on the ITth of February, 1837, 
shall receive at the close of this session an extra compen- 
sation eqniri to the amouniof their per diem fbr sixty days. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to move an amendment. 
The report of the special committee on thia sub- 
ject haa not been acted on , and I suppose will not 
De. We have now existing this strange state of 
things, which has come to my knowledge, aa con- 
nected with the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, that the 
clerk of the Committee on Claims receives six 
dollars a day throughout the year, whilst the 
clerks of the Commiltee on Finance and the Com- 
mittee on Printing receive only $1,850 a year. 
My desire is that it shall be amended in such a 
way that the clerk of the Committee on Claims 
shall receive the same compensation as the clerk 
of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from South 
Carolina permit me to make a suggestion? There 
is a difference of opinion as to the policy of the 
employment of these standing clerks and their 
salaries, and the necessary consequence will be 
a discussion. We can pass tlie other without 
debate. , 

Mr. EVANS. If there is any disi^ussion I will 
withdraw it. My amendment is to add: 

That the clerk of the Ooininittee nn Claims shall receive 
the same compensatimi as the clerk of the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. RUSE. I would suggest to the honorable 
Senator that the question can be taken on the 
amendment I offered, some time ago, without 
debate. It puts the clerks of the Committees on 
Finance, Claims, and Printing, on the same foot- 
ing, and gives (1,600 to the other clerks. I do 
not think there will beany objection to eoDsider- 
ing tbat amendment. 

Mr. EVANS. It may not be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The quesUon 
is on the amendment of the Senator from South 
Carolina to the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will accept 
my amendment. . 

Mr. EVANS. T do not know what it is. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It will lead to debate. 

Mr. EVANS. 1 will withdmw my amend- 
ment, to prevent any difficulty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ooettioD 
is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Louisiana. r 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on jidopiing the resohition aa amended. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. CAMEuON. I deaire to ofltoan amend- 
ment to the resolution: 

And that there be allowadanl paid o»U of the oontiiigent 
flud of the Senate to tbe keeper of Ibe^Kstera iates,|ba 
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Proceedmgt of tke Speaal Somoh, 



Ctpiiot Krovndn, tba Mine unoani of cxM eonpsnmlon 
usually paid lo ili^in at the cicae of the •iMtt ■rarion, aod 
ibat llip ieM>luuon of the \att ■orion altowiDf extra coni- 
ItenaAtinn M tha- entptoyds of tbe 8raite be cooHrnrd, u 
WW iniendm by the Senue, to ctnbncc ihii cIub of per- 
wm. 

Mr. EVANS. That ii entirely oniMoeMary. 
The committedAtvc allowed thoie elaima. 

Mr. CAMERON. Do I underatand the Sen- 
ator 10 aay that peoi^o hare been provided 
for? 

Mr. EVANS. Yea, sir. The committee had 
a meetittf yesterday and determined to pay them. 
' Mr. CAMERON. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I with to undentand one 
thing: hax the resolution of the apeeial committee 
provid ine for the appointtnent of then deifea been 
adopted ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ithaa not been 
acted on. 

Mr. HUNTER. Thenyouprovideiiitydaye* 
pay ader the seesion, but not for the residue of 
the time. I hope we shall act on the resolution 
of the special committee firat. 

Mr. SLiDELL. This is a subslantiTe, dia- 
•hiet naololion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The resolution of my col- 
league requires amendment. According to the 
terms of the resolution , sixty days ' extra pay will 
be paid to those clerks who reeeiTe a permanent 
Minnal ealary. 

Mr. SUDELL. No, sir;- 1 have taken eare 
to guard against it. The resolution says they 
shul receive the same per diem compensation. 
Those clerks do not receive a per diem, but a 
salary. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The clerk of the Commit- 
tee on Claims receires a per diem. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have no objection to any 
provision that will obviate such a difficulty. 

Mr. RUSK. Say "excepting the clerks of the 
Committees on Finance, Claims, and Printing." 
I move that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is another resolution 
Deecssery, as 1 apprehend the original resolution 
providing for comiDitlee clerks expired with the 
Congress. 

Mr. MASON. If my eoUeagoe will give me 
the floor, I will mov^ lo lay the subject on the 
table. It is oeceasery we snould go into execu- 
tive session. I move lo lay the subject on the 

table. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope not. 
Mr. MASON. We have but one half hour 
left. 

The motion to lay op the tiUile was agreed to; 
there being, on a division— «yes 17, doob 15. 

KXECUTIVS SESSION. 
Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed lo the eonaideration of executive bwineas. 
Mr. HUNTER. Befim that motion is car- 



ried , I suggest that the time of etUoununent oof^t 
to be extpndcd beyond one o'clock. 

Mr. MASON. I hope not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before that is done, we 
ou^ht to <'lr>ct a President pre tempon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wUl 
suegest that this is not a debatable question. 

Mr. PITZPATRICK. Will the Senator from 
Virginia withdraw his motion for a moment, in 
order to allow us to elect a President pro Im^iorc? 

Mr. MASON. I cannot withdraw it. We 
have but half an hour of the session left. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

ELECTION 0# PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 

Mr. PITZPATRICK. The action of the Tiea 
n«sident devolves on the Senate the performance 
ofaeonstttational daty,the election ora Presideci 
pro Maipere to ill Uie ebair. Time, I am odmen- 
ished, IS very precious; and I move, therefore, 
that the Hon. THiyAs J. Rusk be aiuuiimtiusly 
elected President pro tes^en. 

Mr. BIOLER. 1 second that mo&n. 

Mr. WILSON. ! move that we praeetd to 
ballot. 

Mr. PUGH. Very good; let us ballot. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If denaoded, 
the vote moat be by balloL 

Mr. PITZPATRICK. I was aware of that; 
but I trusted there would be no opposition to the 
motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. SenaUtra will 
prepare their ballots. 

Mr. MASON. Has one Senator the light to 
insist on a ballot? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Virginia that the rules 
of the Senate require all elecUons to be by ballot. 

Mr. IVEESON. I move to take up the resolu- 
tion for adjournment, for the purpose of prolong- 
ing the botir. ItisnowhalfnesttwdTeo'elouE. 
It IB impossible to get througn by one o'clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
under the impression that this question most be 
first disposed of. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senate have ordered an 
election, and we must proceed with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
announced that as his opinion. Senators will 

Srepare their ballots for toe election of a Preai- 
ent pro Icmport. 

The ballou having been cast and eanraMedy 

were announced as follows: 
Whole number of votes cast 47; necessary to 

a choice S4; of which 

Mr. Rusk received .29 

Mr. Wade 8 

Mr. Mason 4 

Mr. Foot 1 

Mr. Foster 1 

Mr. TrumbuU 1 

Blank. » 8 



The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr. Rcw 
having received a minority of all the votes cast 
is elected President pro Umnort of the Senate. 
Mr. Clav and Mr, Allek wilt conduct the Presi- 
dent pre tennwre lo the chair. 

Mr. RUSK, on taking the chair, said: G^entle- 
men of the Senate, I return youmv sincere thanks 
forthe honor conferred on me, and I will endeavor 
to requite it by discharging as impartially as I can 
the duties which may be devolved on me, 

EXECUTirE auniiEss. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate pro- 
eeed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 hop* the Senator will allow 
me to offer a resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I have a resolution thati have 
bean requested to oAr by a Senniur, which 1 
have refrained fWnn doins. 

The motion was aereed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Ser^eiBnt- 
at-Arms will close the doors, and clear tM gal- 
leries. 

Mr. JONES. I uik. while tba Chamber is 
beinc cleared, that the Senate take up the renolu- 
tion 1 offered yesterday. 

The PREEflDENT pro iMyen. It tequiita 

unanimous consent. 
Mr. EVANS. I object. 

THANKS TO THE VICE PRESIDBlfT. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask unanimous consent ts 
offer the following reaolulion: 

Rmtimei, Tbel ttae Uisnki of On nnnstc ■ m ip M W Im iF Trty 
lendeted to tbe Hon. Joas C. BascnmuMB, |br dM 4^ 
nily sod impanisUty with wtijch ta« Aas iliiihsiseil tk> 
duties of Presiding OOcer orihii body. 

There being no objection, the resolution wn 
considered, and unanimously agreed to. 

OOHMITTBE CLERKS. 

Mr. IVER90N. 1 move to reconoider the 
action of the Senate which laid upon die table the 
resohition of the Senalw fW>m T-^yi-fn^ in T«la- 
tiort'to the compensation of eommitne deriia. I 
voted with the majority, and it can be done b* 
unanimous consent. 

The motion to reconsider was ogned to; ud 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TOOMBS afterwards, in ezeenliTe 
aion, it was anderstood, moved to raeonaider tba 
vote by which the ranolatiOD was agreed to. 
■ZBCCmVE SESSION. 

The Senate proceeded toithe conrideration of 
executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the hour of one o'clock having arrived, 
the President pro ttmptrt declared the ^nate ad- 
journed jiae dw; Mr. Thohsom, of New Jeraey, 
naving previously reported on behalf of the com- 
mittee to wait on Uie President of tbe United 
Stales, that he hod no ftaitJur eomamniQalMn to 
make. 
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UNITED STATES, 

Pat$ed at the Third Se$$iony whkh was begun and held at the City of Waskingtonj in the Dutnct of Cohmbiaj on Monday 
ike Ut day ^December, 1856, and ended on Tuesday, the 3d day of March, 1857. 

PiUHXLiN PiBBCB, President; Jmbe D. Bhio'ht, President of the Senate tempore till the 6th of January, 1867, when 
Jamjes M. Mason was chosen ; Nathaniel P. Banks, Jil, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 



fovLic, I.— An Act proTtding tot the Compol* 
8ory Prepayment of FosUgs on nil Tiaiuwat 
Printed Mitfter. 

Be U maeUd bw the SenaU mnd Bmm «if Refre- 
eiOaHveatftim C^Utori States oT^hiitHM to CoMgrw 
memtferf, That the provisioni of the act approTed 
lueuat thirty, e%nteen hundred and fifty-two* 
intitled " An act to amend an act entitled an act 

reduce and modify the ratee of postage in the 
Jnited Statea, and for oUier purposes, passed 
(larch three, e^hteen hundred and fifty-onei" 
lermitling transient printed matter to oe sent 
hrough the mail of the United Btates without 
•repayment of Doati^, be and the same la here- 
j repealed. And the postage on all auch tran- 
tent matter shall be prcmid by stamps or other- 
riae, as the Postmaster uenend may direct. 

ArraoTBD, January 9, 1857. 

'vBuc, II. — An Aet making Appropriations for 
the payment of InTnIid and other Pensions of 
the United States for the year ending the thir- 
tieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 
Be it enacted tm the Senate and Horn nf Repre- 
mtotivtM 4f Ifce Dniled SbOn •Anmes in Cowfrm 
aenUttedt That the foUowing aams be, and the 
une are hereby, appropriated, out of any money 

1 the Treasury not otnervise appropriated, for 
le payment of pensions for the year ending the 
lirtieth of June,eighteenhundreaandfifly-eieht: 

For invalid penaiona, under various acts, four 
unAed and aeventy-aix thousand dollars. 

For pensions under acts of the eighteenth 
[arch, eighteen hundred and eighteen, fifteenth 
[ay, eisnteen hundred and twenty-eight, and 
■venth June, eighteen hundred and tbirtyUwo, 
^lity-foar thousand one hundred and twenty 
Mlars. 

For pensions to widows of tfiose who served 
the revolutionary war, under the third section 
' acts of fourth July, eighteen hundred and 
lirty-eix, seventh July, eighteen hundred and 
irty-eight, third March, eighteen hundred and 
rty-three, seventeenth June, eighteen hundred 
id fortv-four, second February and Iwenty- 
iith July, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 
itl second section of the act of third February, 
ghtecn hundred and fifty three, five hundred 
id sixty-nine thousand six hundred dollars. 
For pensions to widows and orphans, under 
;t of tweotjr>Aiat July, eighlem baodred and 
rty-eight, ^rat seetion of act of Hard February, 



e^teen hundred and fifty-three, and under spe- 
cial acts, one hundred and ninety-one thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For Navy invalid pensions, forty thousand 
dollars. 

For NavT pensions to widows and orphans, 
under act or eleventh August, eighteen hundred 
and fbrty-eight, one huodied ana forty thousand 
dollars. 

AmoTBD, January Hi 1857. 

PtrsLic, III.— An Act to amend an act entitled 
*'An Act to promote the efficiency of the 
NaTy." 

Be U enacted iy the Senate and Home t(f Repre- 
unttOives of the United Statu qf^Americain Congreu 
onefHbted, That, upon the written request, made 
within ninety days after tha passage hereof, or 
within thirty days after the return of any officer 
absent from the United Slates at the time of the 
passage of this act, provided be shall return within 
one year after the passage of this act, by anv 
officer of the Navy who was dropped, furlougheo, 
or retired by the operation of the act uf the 
twen^<eighth of February, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, entitled "An act to promote the effi- 
ciency of die Navy," the Secretary of the Navy 
shall cause the physical, mental, professional, 
and moral fitness of such officer for the naval 
service, to be investigated by a court of inquiry, 
which ^all be governed hy the laws and regnla-' 
tions which now govern courts of inquiry; and 
the said court shall in theirfinding report whether 
the said officer, if he has been dropped from tbe 
rolls of the Navy, ought to be restored, and, if 
restored, whether to the active or the reserved 
list, and if to the latter, whether on leave-of- 
absenee or ffarloogh pay; and in case the officer 
making the written request, as aforesaid, shaB 
have been placed on the reserved list, then the 
court, in their finding, shall report whether the 
said officer ought to oe restored to the active list, 
or, if not restored, whether he ought to remain 
on the retired list on leave-of .absence or furlough 
pay^, and the findingofthe court shall, in all cases, 
besubmitted to the President of the United States, 
and, if approved by him, in the case of a dropped 
officer, when restoration has been recommended, 
sudi officen may be nominated by the President 
to the Senate for restoration to the service, ac- 
cording to the finding of the court, as spproved 
by Umi and in the oaM of n ntind camr, At 



finding of the court, when approved by the Pres- 
ident, shall be conclusive; and such officer shall 
be restored to the active list, to occupy that posi- 
tion and rank in the Navy which he would have 
occupied had he not been retired under the action 
of the late naval board, or he shall remain upon 
the retired list on leava-of-absence or fiiriougb 
pay, according to the finding of the court, as 
approved hy the President: Protrided, That the 
officers so restored or placed on the reserved list 
shall be appointed to their places, renectively, 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. That the operation of tbe present taw 
limiting the number of officers of the Navy shall 
be suspended so far as to authorize the restora- 
tion, within one year from the passage of this act, 
by the President, by and with tfaeadvice and con- 
sent of the Senate, of officers reserved or dropped 
under the operation of tbe act of the twenty-e^^nth 
of Februaiy, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, en- 
tided " An act to promote the efficiency of tha 
Navy:" Provided, That there shall be no further 
promotions or appointments in any grade, after 
said restorationa shall have been made thereto, 
until such grade in the active service shall be re- 
duced to tne limit now prescribed by law. That 
when any such officer shall be restored to the 
Navy, by and with the advice and consent of tha 
Sejfate, the officer so restored shall occupy that 
poaition and rank in tbe Navy which he would 
nave held had he not been retired, furlougbed, or 
dropped, by tbe order of the President, on the 
report of the naval board: Provided, ./brtfter. That 
any dropped officer who may be, in the opinion 
of said court, entitled to be placed on the retired 
or furlougbed lial, may be thus placed by tlw 
Presiduit, by and with the advies and oonsent «if 
tbe Senate. 

Sac. 3. 'Snd be itfitriher enacted. That officera 
who were dropped, as aforesaid, and who shidl 
not be restored to the naval service within one 
year from the pas»a?e hereof, shall be entitled to 
receive one year's duty pay of their grades, ra- 
spectively; and the President shall be, and he ia 
hereby authorized, with tbe advice and consent 
of the Senate, to transfer any officer from the fVtr* 
lough to the reserved-pay list, aod that so much 
of Die aet of Februaiy twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, entitled An act to pro- 
mote tha efficiency of the Navy,** aa renders n- 
served officers ineligible to promotion, be, and the 
MM ia hmAy, rapMkd. ~ 
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Sec. 4. tSndbtU/krtherenaeUd,'Tiia.tnBened 
officers mav be promAttd on the reserved lisl, by 
«Dd with the advice and conaent of the Senate, 
but no such promotion shall entitle them to any 
pay beyond tnat to which the? were entitled when 
•o reaerred, nor shall they, oy such promotion, 
Cake any h^er rank than they would nave taken 
had they b«en retained in the active service oC 
the Navy; and nothing in thia act, or in the act 
to which thit ia an amendment, shall be so con- 
strued as to preclude officers on the reserved liat 
from wearing the Qniform of their gradea reaped- 
ively. 

Sec. 5. Jnd be il./tortkereiiael«I, Thateaptaina 
in command of squadrons shall be denominated 
flsg officers. 

Sec. 6. .Snd he it fiirUur enacttd. That all ofli- 
oers who may be restored to active serriee, under 
che provisions of this act, shall be entitled to draw 
tta« same pay they were drawing at the time they 
were retired or dropped, for and during the time 
of sueh retirement or suspension from the active 
service aforesaid. 

AwBOTED, January 16, 1857. 

Peauc, IV. — AixAct more Effectually to Enforce 
the Attendance of Witnesses on the Summons 
of either House of Congress, and to compel 
them to diaAiver Teatimony. 
Be it enaOtd l« (Ac ScMfe and Hmm if JUfrt- 
atntcHtwi nfthe tfnUtd States qf meriea m Coagreu 
attembUd, That any person summoned as a wit- 
ness by the authority of either House of Congress 
to give testimony, or to produce papers upon 
any matter before either House, or any committee 
of either Houae of Congreas, who ahall willfully 
make default, or who appearing, shall refuse to 
answer any question pertinent to the matter of 
inquiry in conaiderauon before the House or 
committee by which he ahall be examined, ahall, 
in addition to the peine and penaltiea now exist- 
ing, be liable to indictment as and for a misde- 
meanor, in any court of the United States having 
jurisdiction thereof, and on conviction, shall pay 
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
not less than one hundred dollars, and suffer im- 
prwonment in the common jail not less than one 
month, nor more than twelve months. 

9cc. S. ^nd he itfialtur enacted. That no per- 
son examined and testifying before either House 
of Congress, or any committee of either House, 
■hall be held to answer criminally in any court 
of jnatiee, or subject to any penalty or forfeiture, 
fbr aor fact or act touching which he shall be re- 
qutred to testify before either House of Congress, 
or any committee of either House, as to which he 
ahall have testified, whether before or after the 
date of this act; and that no statement made or 

Eper produced by any witness before either 
ouse of Congress, or before any committee of 
either House, shall be competent testimony in 
any criminal proceeding against such wimesa in 
any court of justice; and no witness shall here- 
after be allowed to refuse to testify to any fact or 
to produce any paper touching which he shall be 
examined by either House of Congress, or any 
committee of either Houae, for the reason thai 
his testimony touching such fact or the produc- 
tion of such paper may tend to disgrace nim, or 
otherwise reader him infamous: ProviJed, That 
Dothinginthiaaetshall be eonatraed to exempt any 
witness from prosecution and puniahment for per- 
jury committed by him in testifying as aforesaid . 

Sec. 3. <Snd he itfiiirther enacted. That when a 
witness shall fail to testify, as provided in the 
previous sections of thia act, and the facts shall 
be reported to the House, it shall be the duty of 
the Speaker of the House or the President of the 
Senate to certify the fact, under the seal of the 
House or Senate, to the district attorney for the 
District of Columbia, whose dutT it shall be to 
bring the matter before the grana jury for their 
action. 

ArpEonn, January 34, IBS?.' 



FoBLic, y. — An Act authoriziMs the eslablisb- 
ing of a Navy Depot on BIythe Island, at Bruns- 
wick, on the coast of Qeorgia, and for other 
purposes. 

Bt U tnaeted by the Senate and Home i^f Repre- 
anUatiiPatf^ UmtedStaUi^tSmerieain Congreu 



anembUd, Thatthe Presidentof the United States 
be, and he is hereby, autliortzed to purchase a 
site for a Navy depot on BIythe Island, on the 
coast of GJeorgia, and to erect such buildings and 
make such improvements as may be necessary 
for the repair of United Stales vessels of war, and 
afford rtfuee therefoc; and that tlie sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars be appropriated for 
effecting that object, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
ApraoTSD, January 38, 1857. 

PtTBLie, VI. — An Act to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause to be procured, by 
mirchase or otherwise, a suitable Steamer as a 
Revenue Cutter. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Htnae qf Repre- 
eenlatives of the United Siatet of Jlmerica in Congrets 
aaimbUd, ThattbeFresidentoftheUnitedSlatM 
be, and is herebyt authorized to cause to be 
procured, by purchase or otherwise, a suitable 
steamer as a revenue cutter, and that the sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars be, and is 
hereby, appropriated for that purpose, out of any 
moneys nowin the Treasury of the United States, 
and not otherwise appropnated. 

ApraovBD, February 5, 1857. 



Fnuc, yil.— An Act supplementary to an act 
to organize an Institution for the Insane of the 
Army and Navy, and of the District of Colnm- 
bia, in the said District, approved March 3, 

1855. 

Be it enacted by the Senofe and Houae of Repre- 
aeTUalivti qf the Uiuted States (/•America i» Congren 
assembled. That no insane person not charged with 
any breach of the peace ahollever hereafter be con- 
fined in the United States jail, or in the United 
States penitentiary, in this District. 

Sec. 3. >Snd he U further enacted. That the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall have power to grant 
his order for the admission into the Government 
hospital for the insane, any insane person unable 
to support himself or herself and family, (or him- 
self or herself if he or she have no family,) under 
the visitation of insanity, who resided in the Dis- 
trict at the time he or she became insane, and who 
ia not charged with any breach of the peace, upon 
the certificate of any Judge of the circuit or crim- 
inal court, or any justice of the peace of the 
Diatnct, stating that two respectable physicians 
appeared before said judge or justice and certified 
under oath, and under their hands, that they knew 
the party alleged to be insane, and they believed 
him or ner to be a fit aubject for treatment in 
such hospital; also stating thai two respectable 
householders, residents of the District, appeared 
before htm and certified under oath, and under 
their handa, that they knew the party alleged to 
be inaanc and indijgent, that he or ahe waa a resi- 
dent of the District at the time be or she waa 
seized with the mental disorder under which he 
or she then labored , and that he or sh%was u nable 
to pay his or her board and other expenses therein ; 
and the certificate of such physicians, and the 
certificate of such householders shall accompany 
the certificate of such judge or justice. The ap- 
plication of the Secretary of the*Interior for his 
order for the admission of said indigent insane 
person into the said hospital must be made within 
five days after the examination of the witnesses 
before the said judge or justice of tba peace, be- 
fore such proceedings shall be had before such 
judge or justice. 

Sec. 3. Jindbeit further enacted. That the order 
of the Secretary of the Interior, granted under the 
authority of the second section of this act, shall 
authorize any police officer or constable to assist 
in carrving such indigent insane person to the 
hospitsj, whenever sucn assistance is repiesented 
to be necessary by the person holding itie order; 
but all the expenses of witnesses before said j udge 
or justice of the peace, and of canryine such pa- 
tient to the hospital, shall be borne by nis or ner 
friends, or by the local authorities of the Dis- 
trict. 

Sec. 4. -And he it further enacted. That any in- 
digent insane person who did not reside in the 
District at the time be or ehe became insane, may 
ia lik« manner as provided in the second section 



of this act, be admitted into the said hospital 
upon the application of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Washington, or of^Georgetown , and 
at the expense of either of the said cities during 
the continuance of said insane person therein, u 
being hereby designed to give the superintendent 
thereof authority to take charge of such insane 
person until the authorities aibresaid can discover 
who his or her friends are, or when he or she 
came, with a view to the return of such person to 
sueh friends, or to the place of his or her jvsi- 
<tence,and thus relieve said corporate aothoritica 
of the expense and charge of said indigent insane 
non-rcsiilent. 

Sec. 5. JInd he it further enacted. That if any 
person, charged with crime, be found, in the court 
before which he or she is so charged, to be sn 
insane person, such court shall certify the same 
to the Secretarr of the Interior, who may order 
such person to he confined in said hospital, and 
if he or she he not indigent, he or ahe and bis nr 
her estate shall be chaiged wiUi expenses of hia 
or her support in said hospital. 

Sec. 6. tSnd he it further enacted, That any per- 
son becoming insane durir^ the continuance of 
his or her sentence in the united States penitco- 
tiarv, shall have the same privilege of trratment 
in tne hospital during the continuance of his or 
her mental disorder as is granted in section five to 
persons who escape the consequences of criminal 
acu by reason of insanity, unless it be the opin- 
ion, both of the physician to the penitentiary and 
the superintendent of thehospital, that such insane 
convict is so depraved and fhrioua in hia or ber 
character as to render his or her eastody in the 
hospital inseoure, and his or her example per- 
nicious. 

Sec. 7. Ji»d be U JkrAer tmaeted. That when 
any person confined in aaid hospital,charged with 
crime, and aubjectto be tried fherefor, or convicted 
of crime and undei^oing sentence therefor, ahall 
be restored to sanity, the superintendent of the 
hospital shall give notice thereof to the judge of 
the criminal court, and deliver him or ber to said 
court in obedience to the proper precept. 

Sbc. 8. Wnd be it fitrthtr enacted, lliat the in- 
dependent or pay patients may be received into 
the hospital on the certificate of two respectable 
physieiana of the District, stating that they hare 
peraonally examined the patient, and believe him 
or her to he insane at the time of giving the cer- 
tificate, and a fit subject for treatment in the insti- 
tution, accompanied by a written request for the 
admission from the nearest relatives, legal guard- 
ian, or friend of the patient, where he or she may 
remain until restored ^to reason: Provided, The 
friends of the patient comply with the r^ulatiom 
of the hospital in respect to payment of board 
and in all other respects. The request for admis- 
sion must be msde within five days of the date 
of the certificate of insanity. 

Sec. 9. Jnd be il further enaeUd, Tliat if any 
person will give bond, with sufficieDt security, to 
be approved by the criminal court or eifteuit coun, 
or any judge thereof in vacation, payable to the 
United Statcn, withlondition to restrain and take 
care of any independent or indigent insane person 
not charged witn a breach of the peace, whether 
in the hospital or not, until the insane person is 
restored to sanity, such court or jsdge thereof 
may, in its discretion, deliver such insane person 
to tne party giving such bond. « 

ApraovED, February 7, 1857. 



PvBLic, YIII. — An Act for rmitatiqr the Terms 
of the Circuit Court ofthe Dubietof Columbiap 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Reprr- 
stntalivesqf the-VnUed Stales of America in Congrta 
assembled, That the circuit court of the District of 
Columbia shall have power, by rule of court, to 
regulate the periods of holding the terms of said 
court, and to fix the number of such terms, and 
the same, from time to time, to alter, as public 
convenience may require: PrvMtd, TheX atleost 
three terns shall bo held annually. And all suits, 
or actions at law, shall stand for judgment or trial 
at the term next after that to which process shall 
be returned executed, unless good cause for fur- 
ther continuance be shown. 

ArpKOTBD, February "i, 1857. 
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Pdbuc, X.— An Act maWng Appropriationa for 
the Consular and Diplomatic Expenses of the , 
Government for the year ending; the Ihirlieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 
Be it enacted hy tkt Senate and House ^ Repre- 
t'entatives qf tht Uniled States cf^merieain Con*rera ^ 
assembled, That the follovine sum? be, and ihe j 
same are hereby, appropriatea out of anj money ; 
in the Treaanry not otherwiae appropnated, for' 
the objects hereafter expreBsed, for theBscal year 
eiidinf the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
And fifty-eight, namely: 

For •alariea of envoys extraordinarr, minia- 
tera, and commissionera of the United States at 
Oreat Britain, France, Russia, Spain, Aastria,' 
Prussia, Brazil, Mexico, Switzerland, Rome, 
Naples, Sardinia, Belgium, Holland, Portugal, 
Denmark, Sweden, Turkey, Peru, Chili, Buenos 
Ayrea, New Granada, Bolivia, Ecuador, Ven- 
ezuela, Guatemala, Nicaragna, China, and Sand- 
vich Islands, two hundred ahd Beventy-onE thou- 
sand dollars. 

For salaries of the secretaries of legation of the 
TTntted States at Great Britain, I^nce, Russia, 
Spain, Ausuia,. Prussia, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, 
Cnilt, and Buenos Avres^ twenty thoonnd five 
hundred and fifty dollars. ' 
. For salaries of assistant secretaries oflegation 
at London and Paris, three thousand dollara. 

■ For salary* of the secretary of legation to China, 
acting as interpreter, five thousand dollars. 

" For salar]| of the secretary of legation to Tur- 
key, acting as drugoman, three thousand dAflars. 

■ For contingent expenses of all the missions 
abroad, seventy-five thousand doThlra. 

For contingenf expenses of foreign intercourse, 
sixty thousand doUors- 

- -For expenses of Interruittrae with tlie Borbsry 
Powers, six tftoasand dollars. - ] 

For expeoses trf the consulates in -the Ttirkish 
dominions, viz,: imerprctcra^ gt^ards, ,and other, 
expenses of the consulates at Constantiobpte, 
Smyrna, Candia, Alexandria, and Bcytont, two 
thousand five hnndred dollars. 

For the relief and protection of Americsir sea- 
men in foreigii countries', one hundred and twen- 
ty-five thoosand dollars, 

■ For oxpeBses which nmy be incurred in ac- 
knowledging the service* of the- masters and 
crews of foreign vessfets in rescuing citiuns and ' 
vessels of the Unittd States fhtm shipwreck, 
three thousand dolhanto be expended under the 
direction of the Presiaent ef the United States. 

- For the purchase of blank-books, stationery, 
arms of the United States, seoM, presses, and 
Oaga, and for the p8ymfcTito*po»t«ge»for iheoon- 
eufs of the United States, fifty thousand ddllaH. 

* For compensation of the commissimierprOvided' 
in the first article of the reciprocity treaty with 
Qreett Britain, two thousand dollars; 

For per diem of commissioner and eoropenskr 
tion of sDrTe)ror, fourlhobsaod aim hundMd add 
tw«nty dollars. 

' F6r payment of all expenses attending the em- 
ployment of steamer or sailing vessel, and for 
surveys and nmpirage, fifteen thonsamd seven 
hundred and fifty doilTani. 

For traveling expenses, transportation, repairs 
of instruments, and all etber expenses, seven 
handred doHars. 

For compensation of the ooiDmls«iofier, secre- 
tary, chief astronomer and' surveyor, assisttfnt 
astronomer and- surveyor, ^erk^ and for pro- 
visioDS, mnsportatioD) and contimencies of the 
commission to run and mark the Eosfldkry line 
between the United States and the BHtish pos- 
sessions bounding on Washington Territory, 
seventy-one thousand dollars^ FroMid, That 
the annual compensation of said officers shall not 
exceed the rates provided in the third section of 
the act of eleventn August, etghtseii hundred and 
fifty-six, entitled " An aaVfo provide for carfying 
into elfect the first artids of' (be treaty between 
the United States and her Majesty the dueen of 
the United Kingdom of Oreat Britkin and Ireland, 
of the fifteenth aa.yofJa»e, eighieen htindred tod 
forty-six." . ■ 

For salaries of coq^i^-eeniiral at Qnebec, Cal- 
cutta, AlexandriM, ^j^-jda* Havana, Constanti- 
nople, Frankfori-OQ /"' Main; consuls at Liv«r- 

£Bol,Lo«(Mjft/i^«i^' Hong-Kong, Glasgow, 
Imritiiu, Jtagt^^rt'^gliimt, Corfi, Pmdee, 
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Demarara, Halifax, Kingston, (Jamaica,) Leeds, 
Manchester, Nassau, (New Providence,) South- 
ampton, Turk^ Island, Prince Edward^ Island, 
HavreVParis, Marseilles, Bordeaux, La Rochelle, 
Lvons, Moscow, Odessa, Revel, St. Petersburgh, 
MalanzaS] Trinidad de Cuba, Santiago de Cuba, 
San Juan, (Porto Ricbj) Cadiz, MaH^, Ponce^ 
(Porto Rico,) Trieste, Vienna, Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Canton, Shanghai, Fouchou, Amoy, Ningpo, 
Beyrout, Smyrna, Jerusalem, Rotterdam, Am- 
sterdam, Antwerp, Funcha], Oporto, St. Thomas j 
Elsineur, Genoa, Barie, Geneva, Messina, Na- 
ples, Palermo, Le^sic, Munich, Leghorn, Stutt- 
gttrcft, Bremen, Hamburg, Tangiera_, Tripoti, 
Tunis, Hio de Janriro, Pemambuco, VenLCraz, 
Acnpuico, Callao, Valparaiso, Buenos Ayrcs, San 
Juan- del Sur, Aapinwall, Panama, Lafuayra, 
HonDlaIu,Lahaina, Capetown, Falkland Islands, 
Venice, Stettin, Candia, Cyprus, Batavia, Payal, 
Santiago, (Cape de Verdes,y Saint. Croix, Spcz- 
zja, Athens, Zanzibar, Bahia, Maranham Island, 
PtLTK, Rio Qrande, Matamoras, Mexico, (cjty,) 
Tampico, Paso del Norte, Tabasco, Paita,Tirm- 
bcz, Talcahuano, Carthigena, Sabanillo, Omoa, ' 
Ghmyaqofl, Cobija, Montevideo, l^hili, Bay of 
Istands, Apia, Lan^ala*, eommeteial accnu at 
San Juan del Norte, Port-au-Prmce, Sin Do- 
mingo, O^ity,) St. Paul de Loanda, (Angola,) 
Monrovia, Gaboon, Cape H&ytien, Aux Caves,, 
and Ambor riveT,two hundred and seventy -three 
thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For interpKters to the consulates in China, 
ft)ur thousand five hundred dollars. 

For estimated loss by exchange on drafts of ' 
consuls, and interpreters, for eSary, forty-five I 
thousand dollars. | 

For the preservation of the archives of the sev- 
eral conBufates of the United States and Uitacom- ' 
mercial sgencies, eleven thousand nine hundred 
*o!lar8. 

For office rent for those consuls-general, con- 
suls, and commercial agents who are not allowed 
to trade, not to exceed ten per centum on the 
amount of their compensation, aa fixed 'by the act 
of eighteenth August, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, twenty-three thousand five hundred dollars. 

■Sec. 2. ^nd fie itjvrther enacted. That the sev- 
enth section of" An act to regulate the diplomatic 
and consular systems of the United States," ap- 
proved eighteenUi August, dehteen hundred and 
fifty -six, oe, and the same is ncreby, repealed. 

ArraovBD, February T, 1857. 

Pnstte, XI. — An Act making Apprvpriatinns for 
the BBpport of the Military Academy for the 
rear ending the thirtieth of Juae, eighteen 
hundred and fifty^ight. 

Be it etiaeted hy tht Srtlafe and JJtnut tjf Repre- 
Btnt«lwSes tjf the United Stittes af^meriH in Cotisressi 
osKnAled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, approprated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the support of the AHiitary Academy, for the 
yearrndingtM: thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-eight: 

F6t pay of oficers, instructors, cadets^ and 
ninsiciahs, ninety-one thousand one hundred and 
six dollars. 

For commutation of subsistenee,two thousand 
and forty^oiir dollara. 'v — 

For ftin^e for oiBoerB' borses, ei^t bandred 
and sixty-four dollars. 

For current and ordinary expenses, as 'fol- 
lowst repairs and improvements, fuel and appa- 
ratus, forage, postage; stationery, transportation, 
printing, clerks, miscellaneous and incidental ex- 
penses, and departments of tnstractiota, Uiirty- 
tbousaad two hundred and •eventy'lve dol- 
lars. ■ > 

For gmdual inerea*« and expense' of library, 
otifr thousand five hundred dbUars. 

For expenses of the Board of Visilora, tiiree 
thousand dollars. ' 

- Porfore^ for artillery and cavalry honnSi.eight 
thousand six hundred and forty dollars. 

For supplying horses for eavah^ a»l artillery 
ptactioe, one thousand dpilara. 

For fbmlture for'hoapjtal for oadets^ two bun"' 
dred and fifty dollars. v 

For -barracks for dmgooB delaslnneiit, ive 
tboMMd dtfflan. ' 
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For purchase of bell, and mounting the sAme 
mth the dock on one of the public buildings, 
right hundred dollars. 

To procure the balistic apparatus for gun pen- 
dulum, five hundred dollars. 

For repairs to officers' quarters, five hundred 
dollars. 

For models for the department of cavalry, one 
thotisand doHars. 

For extension of water pipes and ineieaie of 
reservoir, two thousand dollars. 

For targets and batteries for artillery exercis«, 
two hundred dollars. 

For gas pipes, gasometers, and retoVts, seven' 
thousand five hundred pilars. 

Sec. 3. Jnd he ii fartfuf enacted. That ihcve 
shall be appointed at the Military Academy, in 
addition to the professors authorized by the ex-, 
isting laws, a professor of Spanish, at a Salary of 
tfrd tbbnsana dollars per annum. 

Sec. 7. JindbeUfiimerenaettdy That the com- 

Censation of the master of the sword be fiftieen 
undred dollars per annum, with Aiel and quar- 
tefs. ■ • i 

AppRpyxD, Pebhiary ie, 1857. ' " 

PtfBLic, XII. — An Act for the construction of a 
. Wagon Road from Port Kearney, via the Souili. 

Pass of the Rocky* MountoioB and Great Salt 

Lake Valley, to the eastern portion of the Statu, 
■ of California, and'fo;- other purposes. 

Be U enacttd fry the Senate ani-.Howi ^.Rtfn-- 
atntativa 4/' ^ United Stat^ ^ ■Sinertcs m Cmigrtaai 
asaembied. That the SHOLvf ihne buodred Ukousandt 
dolJacs, or so much theraaf as nay be neqessary, 
be, and the same is hereby* appdromriated, out of • 
on^ mooeys in the treasury not olAerwie^approri 
priatcd, for tiie cqnstruction of a waeon roa4 from: 
Fort Kearney, in tha Territory of K^raaj[a,.wiar 
the South Pass of the Rocky Monntains^^tha. 
eastern boundary of the Slate of Califonwat Mar. 
Honey Lake, to be expended under tiiediM«tiio». 
of the Secretary of the Interior, puraniant^ ooo-' 
tractl) to be mode by.him; said road to «onneot« 
with and form an extension at tht road alraadyk 
authorized from Fort Rldgely to the aforoaaid 
SouthPass. « . I, 

Sac. 3. ^ndbtUJitrthtrenaeteit That the awa • 
of two huodced thousaod dollars, or as niii«Jft| 
thereogf as may be necessary, b«, and the same is 
luireby, appropriated out of any money, in 
Treasury not o thsrwise appropriated , for the tma-. 
atr^ctioD of a wagon n>td from lU Paao, on the 
Rio Grande, to Fort Yuma, at the mouth of llie 
Gila riv«r, to bo expended uatjerthe direction of •* 
the Secretary of the Interior^ pursuant to coux. 
tracts to be made by him. 

Sxc. 3. ^nd it it fwtlier.tnacUd, Thatasum^ 
of fiity thousand dotlars be,^Bd the same is here-'. 
by^ appropriated, out of any money in the TreaS' 
ury not otherwiso api»-opriatcd,for the conairuc-i 
tioo of a waron road from iPort Defiance, in ihc 
Territory of N/ew Mexico, to tiie Colorado. n very ' 
near the inoutb of the Mohnva river. . . t 
- Ajwrovgo, F«hruary^l7, 1857. 

— I -I 

P««uc , %ll I .—An Act to tncnaae the Pay of the i 
Qficers ef the Army. . *) 

Be U tnatUd by tke SeMU and Howe nfttepre-' 
lentatiett^ tht Untied 8Wemf>9merieain Ctmgreaa 
oMsaitbd, That from and after the commence- 
ment of the present fiseal year, the pay of each 
commisBoned pfllser of Uie Army, including mil- 
itary storsheeaers, shaH be increued twenty doi- 
lara per niOBUi,'«ad that the eommotation priM 
of officers* aabafsluice aball ba thirty eenta per 
ration. 

Sec. 2. Jnd be itfioAer enadW, That the See- 
rotary of War be authorised, on the recommend- 
ation of Ae council of admiaistration, to extend ' 
the' additional pay herein provided to any person 
serving aa ehwlua at any post of the Army. 

.AmoTBD, February 18S7. 

PoBtic, XIV.— An Aetralathig to Foreign Colba, 
and to the Coinage t^Oests at the Mmt of the 
United States. . 

Be U enacted btj Ae Senate and Houst ofReprf 
«ntstit*i<iftA« VmitdStatttofJirHeTieainOongreai 
amembUd, That the pieces oomraonly known aS 
(be ^ulurM,-ei0htb, and rixtecntfa of rtn SpaniaR *■ 
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pillar dollar, uid o( the MsxicaD dollar, (ball be 
recitivable at the Tntmay of the Untied Sutea, 
and iu several officee,and at the aeveraliMat office* 
and land officea^ at the rates of raluation follow- 
ing, that is to say, the fourth of a dollar, or piece 
or two reals, at twenty cents; the eighth of a dol- 
lar, or piece of one real, at ten cents, and the six- 
teenth of a dollar, or half real, at five oenu. 

Sec. S. ^ndbtUfwtiurtnaOtd, That the said 
eoina, when so received, shall not again be paid out 
or put in cin:ulation, but shall be recoined at the 
Mint. And it shall be the duty of the Director 
Of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Traaaury, to prescribe such regulations as 
may be necessary and proper, to secure their 
transmission to lue Mint for recoinage, and the 
return or distribution of the proceeds thereof, 
when deemed expedient, and to prescribe such 
forma of account as may be appropriat* and ap- 
plieaUe to the circumstances: .rnwtded. That tne 
•xpenaw incident to such transnrission or diatri- 
bution, and of reeoinafs, shall be chai^d against 
tbs account of silver profit and loss, and tnc net 
profit% if any, shall be paid, fmm time to time, 
into the Treasury of the United States. 

Sbc. 3. Jlnd be it fitrther cnsefcd. That all 
fbmieraeta authoriaing Uie currency of foreign 
gold or ailver coins, and declaring the same a legal 
tender in payment fordebts, areliereby repealed; 
but it shall be the duty of the Director of the Mint 
(o cause assays to be made, from time to time, 
of such foreign coins as may be known to our 
eommarcet to detonnino their averaga weight, 
inMwss, and valoe, and to embrace in his annual 
raport a statement of th» resnits thereof. 

8bo. 4. And it it farther eitaehd. That from and 
■fUr ths passage of diia act, the standard weight 
of th* cent coined at the Mint shall be aeventy- 
two grains, or three twentieths of one ounce troy, 
with no rreatar deviation than four grains in each 
pioeei ana said cent aball be composed of eighty- 
cMit pereentum of copper and twelve per centum 
or niekal, of such shape and device as may be 
ftxed by the Director of the Mint, with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Treaaury; anil the 
eeinage of the half cent sh^l cease. 

Sao. 5. JIndbe it J^rthtrtnaetei, That the Treas- 
urer of the Mmt,«nder the instruction of the Scc- 
rstaiT of the Treasury, shall, from time to time, 
pDtcnase from the bullion fund of the Mint the 
ouitarials necessary for the coinage of such een' 
piaoe, and transfer the same to the proper oper- 
ative olBeers of the Mtrit to be nfanufaciured and 
tatumed in coin. And the laws in force relating, 
to the Mint and the coinage of the precious 
matals, and in regard to the sale and distribution 
of tha copper ooios, shall, ao far aa applicable, 
be extendea to the coinage herein ^vued for: 
IVeeUed, That the net profits of said coina^, 
aaeertained in like mauner as is prescribed in tne 
second section of this act, shall be transferred to 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And bi U ftirtker enacttd, That it shall 
be lawful to pay out the said cent at the Mint in 
exchange for any of the pold and silver coins of 
the United Stares, and also in exchange for the 
former copper coins issuediand it shall ne lawful 
to transmit paresis of the said cenu, firom time^ 
time, to the Aasistant TreMann, depositaries, 
and och«r officers of Um United Slates, under 
general regulations proposed by the Director of 
ibe Mint, and approved by the Secretary of the 
TrL-asury , for exchange as aforesaid. And it shall 
alao be lawful for the spate of two years fVom the 
passage of this act, and no longer, to pay out at 
tba Mint tfae cent* aforesaid for the fraetiooa) 
parts of the doUar hevejnbefora named at their 
nominal value of twenty-five, twelve and a half, 
aud aix and a quarter eenU, respectively. 

Sac. 7. ^itd be Ufurtker enacted. That hereafter 
the Uireciorof the Mint shall make his annual 
report to Ibe Secretary of the Treasury op to the 
thirtieth of June in oaeh year, ao that the aams 
may appear in bis annoii lepoft 10 Congreaa on 
the finances. 

AvraovH»» February 31, 1857. 

PtnLic, XV.— An Act to divide the Stat* of 
Texas into two Judicial DistrieU. 
B* it enacted by the Senaii and Howe (jf Repre- 
atatatiaft ^ Uu UniUd SIoIm ef America in Congrm 
■ifiMUiil, TiM Um Sw« o( Toxas bei th« 



same is hereby, divided into two judicial diatrictSi 
in the following manner,to wit: All the territory ' 
of the Stale of Tezaa embraced in the eonntiea of ; 
Newton, Jasper, Jefferson, Orange, Tyler, Polk^ ' 
Liberty,GalveeU>n, Harris, Montgomery, Austin^ 1 
Fort Bend, Brazoria, Colorado, Wharton, Mat- | 
agorda, Lavacca.Jackson, Calhoun, Dewitt,yic- I 
toria, Ooliftd, Re fug io, San Patricio, Nueces, ' 
Cameron, Starr, 'Webb, and Hidalgo, aa they 
existed in eigBtsen hundred and fiAy-lwo, sliall 
compose one district, to be ulled the easiern dis- 
trict of Texas; and alfthe remaining part of the 
territory of the said State shall compose another 
district, to be called the western district of Texas. 

Bsc. 3. ^ttd be it further enatied. That there 
shall be held in each year four terms of the dis- , 
trict court of the eastern diatrid of Texas,.two 
of which terms shall be begun and held at Gal- i 
veston on the first Mondays in December and I 
May, respectively; and the other two shall be 
begun and held at Brownaville on the first Mon- . 
days of March and October, respectively; and | 
four terms of the distrigt court of the western 
district of Texas shall be held in each year, two ' 
of which terms shall be begun and held at Austin I 
on the first Mondays of JaQuary and June, re- I 
spectively; and the other two shall be begun and \ 
twld at Tyler on thefirst Mondays of March and I 
November, respectively; and the said cdurtaare 1 
hereby authorized to hold adjoarned terms when 
the business ofthe said courts shall, in the opinion > 
of the judge or judges, require it. 

Sec 3. And be it/urtiter eaocfcd, Th^ all suit* ' 
and proceedings of whatever name or nature, ' 
pending in the district court of Texas, at any of i 
the places at which terms of the said courts were 
enjoined to be held, and which said places may i 
be within the eastern district of Texas, shall be : 
transferred to the district court of the eastern dis- 
trict of Texas, and such suits and proceedings^ 
pending at any of the ploeea at which terms of 
the said district court were enjoined to be held, 
and which said places may be within the western 
district, shall be transferred to the district court 
of the weaiern district of Texas; and this act 
shall not produce a discontinuance of any such 
suit or proceeding, or of any order, issue, or pro- 
cess therein; and jurisdiction is here given to the 
said district courfs respectively, and perform all 
duties appertaining to the said suits and proceed- 
ings, and to proceed to try and dispose of the 
same as fully aa the district court oiTexas was 
authorized to do; and all process, mesne or final, 
which may have issued m>m any of the court* 
of the district of Texas, shall be- proceeded in 
and returned to the district court to be holden at 
the place from whence the same iasoedtaod shall 
be of as Aitl force and efibct as if die aaid district 
had not been divided into two districts; and all 
process which*may have issued from the said dis- 
trict court of Texas in any cause pending therein, 
or any penal or other process which may here- 
after issue from any of the said coucts to enforce 
any order, judgment, or decree, in any cause here- 
tofore ended and determined there^, shall be 
issued from and made returnable to the court in 
which the saitl cause or the record thereof may 
be, and may issue and be executed by the mar- 
shal of the district from which jsiuea in any part 
of the State. 

Sic. 4. .dnd 6e tt./uriAer enacted, That rither of 
the said district courts may, on application of the 
parties defendant, and for gootf cause shown, 
order any suit now pending, and transferred to 
such court by this act, to be removed to the proper 
court of ths olber district for further proceediiws; 
and thereupon the clerk oball transmit all the 
papers in the cause, with a transcript of all the 
pr[>ceediog and orders in .relation thereto, to the 
clerk of tne court to which the suit shall be rer: 
moved, and all further prooeedings shall be had 
in the said court, as if the suit hadl>een originally 
commenced therein. 

Sac. 5. And be it further enacttdiTbaXtiie ma* 
ent judge of the district of Texas be, and he is 
hereby, aswgned to hold said courts in the eastern 
distriet of Texas, and shall exersiae the same 
jurisdiction and perform the same dutiea within 
the aaid district a* he now exercises and peifbnns 
within his present district. There aball be ap- 
pointed a district Judge for the western district of 
Texas, who dwll posaess Um saiu powwBi ftod 



do and perform all such dudes in his district aa 
are now enjoyed, or in any manner appertaining 
to the present district jud^ for the district of 
Texas. And the distnct judge of each district 
shall be entitled to the same, compensation as by 
law is provided for (he present judge of the dis- 
trict of Texas. 

Sec. & And he ii further enodrd. That there be 
appointed one person aa district attorney, and 
one person as marshal. Cor said western district, 
whose terms of ap'poinitnent and service, as well 
as duties and emoluments, ahall be the same wi'.h 
those respectively appertaining to the said offices 
in the district of Texas; and said marshal shall 
give the same bond that other marshals are re- 
quired to give, to be approved and recorded as 
now directed by law: Frotridcd, That the nreseat 
district attorney of the district of Texas shall be 
the district attorney for the eastern district, but 
shall retain charge of al) suits already eommencrd 
until the final termination, nnless the President 
of the United States shall otherwise direct; and 
the present marshal of the diitriet of Texas shsll 
be the marahal«f the eastern district during their 
respective official terms. 

Sbc. 7. And be it further enacted. That all auits 
hereafter to be brought in either of said couru, 
not of a local nature, shall be brought in the court 
of the district where the defendant resides; but if 
there be more than one defendant, and thej reside 
in different districts, the plaintiff may jasue is 
either, and send a duplicate writ against the de- 
fendants, directed to tlM marshal of <Bt other dis- 
trict; on which writ an indorsement shall be Eoade, 
that the writ thus sent is a copy of a writ sued 
out of the court of the proper district; and said 
writs, when executed and returned into the office 
from whence they issued, ihall constitute one 
suit, and be proceeded in accordingly, 

ArraovKD, February 21, 1857. 

Pdblic, XVI. — An Act to authorize the People 
of the Territory of Minnesota to form a Con- 
stitution and State Government, preparatory to 
their admission in the Union on an equal Amting 
with the original States. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and Hcuee of iZcprv 
senloHses qfthe United Statu ^America in Coi^ta 
amembted. That the inhabitants of that portion of 
the Territory of Minnesota which is embraced 
within the following limits* to wit: Beginning at 
the point in the center of th^nain channel or ifae 
Red river of the North, where the boundary line 
between the United States and the British pos- 
sessions crosses the same; thence up the main 
channel of said river to that of the Boia des Sioux 
river; thence [up] the main channel of aaid river to 
Lake Travers; thence up tiie center of said lake 
to the southern extremity thereof; thence in a 
direct line to the head of Big Stone lake; thence 
through its center to its ouUet;' thence by a doe 
south line to the north line of the State of Iowa; 
thence east along the northern boundary of said 
State to the main ohaniwl oT the Miaaissippi 
river; thence up the main channel of said river, 
and following the boundary line of the State of 
Wisconsin, until the same intersects the Saint 
Louia river; thence down said river to and 
tbroogb Lake Superior, on the boundary line of 
Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the 
dividing line between tbe'United Suttea and the 
British possessuins; thence up Pigeon river, and 
following aaid dividing line, to the place of be- 

f:inning, be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
iirm for themselves a constitution and State 
govemnnentt by the name of the State of Minne- 
sota, and to come into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, according to the 
Federal Constitu^on. 

Sec. 9. And he it fitrther enacted. That the said 
State of Minnesota shall have concurrent juria- 
diction on the Missisflippl and all other rivers and 
waters bordering on the aaid State of Minnesota, 
BO far as the same shall form acommon boundary 
to said State and any other State or Statea now 
or hereafter to be formed or bounded by the aame; 
and said river and waters, and the navigable 
waters leading into the satne, shall be common 
highways, and forever free, as well to the inhab- 
itants of ssid Slate as to all other eiliseni of the 
United 3t«iea, without any lax, doty, ikipoat, or 
toll tbersfDr, 
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Sec. 3. ^nibe'Ufarlhemaeted, That on the 
rat Monday iii June next, the le^l Toters in each 
ipreeeniaiirv diatrict, then existing within the 
mita of the prof)oBe(I State, are hereby author- 
ed to elect two delegates for each repreaentatire 
t which said district mev be entitled according 
itliespportionmeDtforrebreseniativesiothcTer- 
torial Legislature, which election for delegeles 
lall be held and conducted, and the returns made, 
I bU respects in conformity willi the laws of said 
erritory regulfttingr the election of rtfpRwota- 
res; and the delegnles w> elaated shall nawinbls 
, the Capitol of said Territory on the second 
[ondar in July next, and first determioe, by a 
>te, wAttther it is the wiah of the people of the 
■opoaed State to be admitted into the Union at 
at time; and if ao, shall proceed to form a oon- 
itution, and take till necessary steps for the ec- 
blisUment of a State ^reroment in conformity 
the Federal ConaUtutton, subject to the ap- 
oval and latification of the people of the pro- 
>sed State. 

Sbc. 4. j§nd bt tl/Mto'Msdad, That id the 
ent said eoBverition Ehail decide infltvor of the 
imediate admission of the proposed State into 
e Union » it shall be the duty oTthe Uni ted Stai^ 
arshel for said Territory to proceed to take a 
naus or enumeration or the inhabitanU within 
e limita of the.propoaed State, under such rules 
td reg:ulation8 as aaall be preaeribed by the Sec- 
tary of the Interior, with the view of aacertain- 
g the nupbcr-of representatives tq which said 
ate may be entitled in the Cong^eaa of the 
nitcd utatea; and said State shall be entitled to 
IS RepreaeataUrOt iwd Mph additional Repre- 
ntatives as tho population of the Stota aball, 
cording to the oeasM* show it would b« enti- 
id to accoidingtDths pnuat ratio of reprsHBt- 
ion. 

Sac. 5! And fta Ufitrllur enacfeJ, Tk&i the fol- 
wins propoaitiona be, and (be some are hereby, 
tered to the said conrention of the people of 
iuncsoUt for their free acceptance or rejaetioni 
hich, if accepted by the eonTentioil,-ahldl be 
iligatory on tlie United Siatea and upon theaaid 
ate of Minneaota,* to wit: 
Fint. That seeiioDS numbered sixteen and 
irty-six in aveir township of public lands in 
id StutSt and where either of said sections, or 
y part thereof, has been sold or otherwise been 
ipojTcd of, other linds, equivalent thereto, and 
contiguous as mof be, shall be granted to aaid 
ftte for the use of scfaoola. 
Second. That aeventy-two aeetions of land 
all be aet apart and reaerTcd for Um nae and 
pport of aState univerf ity, to be sele^ed by the 
>vernor of said State, subject to the A>praval 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
d to be appropriated and applied in such mao- 
ras the Legislature of aaid State may prescribe 
' the purpoae afonaaid, but for no other pur- 
se. 

Third. That ten enUre seettona of land, to be 
ectcd by the Governor of said State, in legal 
sdivisions, shall be granted to said State for the 
rpoae of completing the publio boildinga, or for 
r erection of odiers at the seat of government, 
jcr the direction of the Lcgislatyre thereof. 
Pourtk. That all salt spring within said State, 
: exceeding twelve in number, with aix scctiooa 
land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be to 
h , Bhall be granted lo aaid State far its use; the 
ne to be selected by the Governor thereof 
bin one year after the admission of said State, 
] when ao selected, to be used or disposed of 
such terms, conditions, and regulations as the 
rislature ahall direct: ProviiM, That no salt 
ing or land, the right whereof is now vested 
any indiTidoal or individtials, or which may 
hci-oaftcr confirmed or adjudged toanyindi- 
ual or individuala, ahall, oy ihia artielcj be 
nted u> said State. 
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'"r/lft. That five per centum of the net proceeds 
a\c.9 of nll-public lands lying within said State, 
ich ahall be sold by Congress ahertbe sdmis- 
1 of the aaid State into the Union, after deduct- 
all the expenses incident to the same, shail be 
i to said Statc,forthe purpose ofmokine public 
da and internal improvements as the L^isla- 
i aliall direct: Provided, The foregoing prop- 
ioiia herein offered are on the condition, that 
•aid conveBtion vhidi iball fiurm the eoneii- 



tution of said State shall provide, by a clause in 
aaid constitution, or an ordinance, irrevpcable 
without the consent of 4he United States, that 
said State shall never interfere with the primai^ 
disposal of the soil within the same, by the Uni- 
ted States, orwith anyregulations Congress may 
find necessary for securing ihetiUe in said soil to 
bona fide purchasers thereof; and that no tax shall 
be imposed on lands belonging to the United 
States, and that in no case shall non-resident 
proprietors be taxed higher than reoidettts. 
AvFEOTBD, February 36, 1657. 

Public, XVIL — An Act making Appropriations 
for the Completion of Military Roads in Ore- 
gon Territory. 

Be it enacted by Vu Senate and Houu ^ Hejtre- 
unlativa of the United States of^meriea in Congrua 
mumbltd. That the following sums of money be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated for the 
completion of military roads now m the course <(>f 
construction in ihe Territory of Oregon^ to wit: 
for the completion of the rood from Astoria to 
Salem, the sum of ten thousand dollars; for the 
completion of the roadfrom MyrtleCreek to Camp 
Stewart, the sum of thirty thousand doUars; ana 
for the completion of the road from Myrile Creek 
to Scottsburg, the sum of thirty thousand dollars; 
the same to lie done under the direction of the 
Secretary of 'War. 

Appeovkd, March 2, 18S7. 

Prouc, XVIII. — An Act to cstaUish Anguita, in 
the Stale of Georgia, a Port of Delivery, 
fie if tnaeled big the StntUt and Home of Repre- 
tentativtt <if the United SlitieM tf ■America in Congren 
onemUerf, That Augusts, in the State of Georgia, 
within the collection district of Savannah, be, 
and the aome is hereby, declared to be a port of 
delivery, within the said eoUeetlon diatnet, and 
there shall be appointed a surveyor of eualoms, 
to reside at aaid port of Atiguata, who ahall per- 
form similar duiiea towards, and in connection 
with, the collector* at the port of entry, as are 
pteacribed for aurvoyora of tho porta of IMttabui^;, 
Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, and 
Nashville, by the act ofCongreasapproTed second 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, being 
entitled *' An act allowing the duties on foreign 
merchondiae imported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
Cincinnati, LoviiavUle, St. liouia, Ziaahville, and 
l*Iatcbez, to be secured and paid atlhoae places," 
the'duties of the collector at Savannah i» refer- 
ence to all foreign merchandise entered for the 
port of Augusta, uud to be shipped from Savan- 
nah to Augusta, eiiliur by liie river or railroad, 
shall be the same as those prescribed for the col- 
lector at New Orleana, in reference to merchan- 
dise enured by an importer or hia agent therefor 
the porut above mentioned in said act. And im- 
portations oi* foreign merchondiae to Augusta may 
be made through the port of Savannah in the 
same way, uul under hke instructions, [4«stric- 
lions,] petialues, an^ fprfeiturea, as by the aaid 
act they are allowed to be made to tba nlacaaahove 
mentioned through the port of N«w Orleana. . 
. ArpROVED, March S, 1857. 

Foatic, IX. — An Act to amend the twenty- 
eighth oei»ion of the^acl of CoagiMa mtroved 
. the thirtieth of August, one tnoasana eight 
hundred and forty-two, entitkd ** Ah act \p 
provide Revenue from Imports, ai^ to change 
and modify existing Isws imposing duties on 
Imports, and for other pttrpoaeB"—prohibitii^ 
the Importation of Obacene eind Indecent Arti- 
oUa, so aa mora efiSeetnally: lo aocompUah the 
purpoaaafor whidh that proviuonvaa enacted, 
fie U tnaettd *jr Senate and Houu tf Aepn- 
KiUatwei t^lhe United Statetuf Amtrieaim Congrtm 
sstonUed, That the twenty-eighth section of the 
act of Congress aoproved the thirtieth of August, 
one thousand eigot hundred and forty-two, and 
entitled." An act to provide revenue froo^imports, 
and to change and modifr existing laws imposing 
duties on imports, and lor other purposes," be 
amended as follows: The importation of all in- 
decent or obscene articles, prints, paintings, lith- 
ographs, engravings, images, figures, doguerreo- 
type8,'photogmphs,aDd uaospareociea, is hereby 
pnihibited, uid no invoice or package whatever. 



or any p&tt thereof, in which any such articlaa 
aro contained, ahall be admitted to entry; and all 
invoices and packages whereof any such tu'ticlaa 
ahall compose a part are- hereby 'declared to b* 
liable to be proceeded against, seicod, and forfeatad 
by due course of law, and the aaid arlieisa shall 
be forthwith destroyed. 
Arraorxo, Morcn 3, 1657. 



Pdbuc, XX.— An Act making Appropriation* 
for the Current and Contineent Sxpeoaev of 
the Indian Department, anil for fulfilling Treaty 
Stipulationa with varioua Indian Tribea,for 
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundrad 
and fiAy-cight. 

fie tl enaetcil l&e Senate and Uom» if Btfrw 
wntslieet ^the United StaUt sf Amenta in Congrm 
auembled. That the following sums be, and tha^ 
are hereby, appropriated. Out of any nioneym 
the Treasury not Mherwiaa ai^ropriated, for the 
purpoae .of paying the current and eontimai 
expenses of the lodian department, and fulfilltog 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribe*. 

For the current and contingent expenseaof tho 
Indian department, vis: 

For the pay of superintendents of Indian affitin, 
and of the several Indian annta, per acta of fifth 
June, eighteen hundred ong fifty, twenty-eigh^l 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty, twenty- 
seventh February, eighteen hundred and fifty* 
one, third March, eighteen hundred andfifly-two, 
third March, eighteen hundred and fiflv-tbre«b 
thirty-first July, eighteen hundred and flny-four, 
third' March, eighteen hundradand fifty-five, ana 
eighteenth Aueuat,eighteen hundred and fillv -a iXt 
seventy-five thousand seven hundred ana fifty 
dollars: Presided, That at (he diacretion of tha 
President alt disbursemenu of moneys, whether 
for annuities or otberwiae, to fiilfill treaty atipor 
lations with individual Indiana or Indian tribes, 
now or hereafterto be appropriated for such oh- 
jeeta, shall be made in peraon by the superintend- 
onta of Indian afiairs, where aui>erintendeaciefl 
exist, to all Indians or tribes within the limita of 
their respective supertntendencies, in thepreaence 
of the local agenta and interpntem, wno shall 
witness the aame, under auch regulaUona as the 
Secretary of the Interior may direct. 

For the pay of the several Indian sub-agents,' 
per act of tnirty-firat July, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, ten uiousand sts hundred doUara. 

For the pay of an additional Indian agent fbr- 
the Indians of New Mexi at an annual salarjr 
of one thousand five hundred dollars, and for the 
pay of two ogcn»S\ at an annual salary of on« 
thousand dollars each, one for Indians id Utah, 
and one for the Wi|chetas and neighboring tribek 
west of the Choctawa and Chickaaawa, three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the pay of clerk to superintendent at St. 
Louis, Missouri, per act of twenty-seventh June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For the pay of clerk to superintendent in Cat- 
ifomia, per act of third Mar«i, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the pay of interpreters, per acts of thir- 
tieth June,eigbteenhundred ana tliiriy-four,and 
twenty -seventh February, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, thirty-three thousand five hundred dol- 
larq. 

For presents to Indiafn,fiTe thousand dollatn. 

For proviaionB for Imliatui, eleven thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

Tor buildings at agencies, and repaim thereof, 
ten thonaand dollars. 

For contii^neiea of the Indian dcpartraenCt 
ihirty-aix thousand five hundred dollars. 

For inauraiice, transportation, and neccasary 
expensea of delivery of annuittea, goods, and pro- 
viaioos to the Indian tribes in Minnesota, Mich- 
igan, and Wisconain, thirty thonaand dollars. 

For the emplovment of temporary clerks by 
superintendent or Indian affairs, on such occa- 
sions and for such periods of time as the Secre- 
tary of the Interior may deem necessary to tho 
public service, fire thousand dd]I»rs. 

For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the vari- 
oui Indian tribes: 

Comondbcf , ]Rawa$f and 
riner.— For ArartGlt^t 
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c}iase of goodi, provisionB, and agricultural im- 
"WementB, j^er aiSlh artidc treaty twenty-BCTehlh 
tfuljr, eighteen hnndretl and fifty-three, eighteen 

' For exp«meB of tmiwportation of the fourth of 
ten inetaUfbent* of goodiii TiPOTiaions, ami agri- 
cultural impIemeniB, persixth article treaty twen- 
ty-Mventh July, eigt>teen Iiundred ftnd finythree, 
nven thouaand doTfars. , 

BlaeJtfaol Nation. — For second of ten inatall- 
mentg ob annuity, to be expended in the purcfaue 
of such goods, j^royisions, and other useful arti- 
cle*, lu the President, at his discretion, may from 
.time to time determine, per ninth article of the 
-■tteRly of scvepicenth October, ciglitccn hundred 
and fifty-fiTC, twenty thousani) dnilnrs. 

Fdrteeond 'of ten installmenta as annuity, to 
be expended in establishing and instniettng tliem 
'in agrittulmnd and nitchnnieal pursuits, and in 
•isihieBting their tthUdrcn, and promoling civiliaa- 
'tlon and Chintiaiiity, at th« discretion of the 
'Pretident, per tenth article of the treaty of sev- 
anteenth October, eighteen hundrad and Bfty4n, 
.iftmn thousiand dotlara. 

■ ■ ■Por axpensea of transnortation and delivery 
of annuities in gooda and provisions, serenteeh 
•lIuHJUBand dollars. 

' Chipptwas qf Laju Superior. — Fulfilling the trea- 
'ty of tnirtielh September, eighteen hundred and 
"pfly-four. 

' ^ For two thirds of sixteenth oftwentv-five in- 

'jtallments in money, per fouilh arliclo Lreaty 
fourth October, eighteen hundred and foity-two, 

.And eighth article treaty thirtieth September, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifiy-four, eight tkousand three 

^hundred and ihlrty-lfiree dollars and tliirty-tlirce 

"cems. 

For two thirds of sixteenth of iwenly-fire in- 
■tallnnents tn goods, per fourth article treaty 

'jfbnrih Octohcr, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 
andeighth article treaty thirtieth September, eigb-. 
teen hundred and fifty-four, seven thousand ool- 

|lars. 

' For two thirds of sixteenth of twenty-five in- 
StaUments, for the support, of scliooUl, per fourth 
article treaty fourth October, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, anii-eighth article treaty thirtieth 
Septemmr, eighteen hundred and fi&y-fourt ode 
thousand three hundred and thirty*tbree dollars 
and thirty-tlircc cents, 

. For two thirila of sixteenth of twenty-five in- 
.Slallments for tlie purchtisc of provisions and to- 
liarco, per fourth art^lc treaty fourth October, 
eighteen hundred and furty-two, and eighth arti- 
cle treaty Uiiriicth September, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, one thousand thrco hundred and 
thirty-tlirec dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For third of twenty installmentsin oQin, goods, 
household furniture and jcooking uiensiJs, agri- 
cultural implementa and cattle, carpenters' find 
Qlher tools and butlding materials, and for moral 
and educational purposes, per fourUi article treaty 
thirtieth Sepiemuer, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, nineteen thousand dollars. 

For third of five installments in blankets, 
cloths, nets, guns, ammunition, and such other 
articles of ncceasity as they^ay require, to the 
Bois Forte band , per twolfih article treaty thirtieth 
September, eighteen hujidred and fifty-four, two 
thousand dollars. 

For third of twenty installments for six smiths 
and aasistfults, per second and fifth articles treaty 
thirtieth Suptembci', eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, five thousand and forty dollars. 

For third of twenty installments for the support 
'of six smiths' shops, per second and fifth articles 
treaty thirtieth September, eighteen hundred and 
tifiy-four, one thousand three liuiidrcd and twen- 
ty dollars. 

For first of twenty installmonts for the seventh 
smith and assistant, and support of shop, per 
second and fifiU articles trrdty tliirtieth Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one thou- 
sand and sixty dollars. 

.For suppoi-t of a smith, assistant, anil shop 
for the Bois Forte band, during the pleasure of 
the President, per twelfth article treaty tliirueth 
September, eigntcen hundred and fifty-four, oiio 
thousand and sixty dollars. i - 

For support of two. farmers for the Hois Forte 
baml, during the pIi>Maro-of the Pretldchi^ J>qr 



twelfth article treaty thirtieth September, eighteen 
hundred and fiAy-foarj one ihonsafld two hun- 
dred dollars. 

CItippewas of the JlTusiMippi.— Fulfilling the treaty 
of twcntyrsecond February, cighte«n hundred 
,and fifly-five. 

For one third of sixteenth of twenty-five in- 
stallments in money, per fourth article treaty 
tfourth October, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 
and eighth article treaty thirtieth September, 
eighteen hundred and finy-four, four tliousund 
one hundred and 8ixty-«ix aollaraand sixty-seven 
cents. 

For one third of sixlpenth of twpoty'five install- 
ments in goods, por fourth article treaty fourth 
1 October, eiffhteen hundred antJ forty-two, and 
I eighth articfc treaty thirtieth September, eighteen 
hundred and mtyofonr, three thousand five hun- 
dnid-dollars. 

Por one third of sixteenth of twenty-five install- 
ments for the support of schools, per fourth arti- 
\ die treaty fourth October, eighteen hundred and 
farty-two, and eighth article treaty thirtieth Sep- 
temoer, ei^teen nundrcd and fifty-four, six hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

Por one third of sixteenth of twenty-five install- 
ments for the puirhasti of provisions and tobacco, 
per fburth article treaty fourth October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, and eighth article treaty 
titirtieth September, eig'hiten hundred and fifty- 
four, aix hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty- 
seven cents. 

Por one third of sixteenth of twenty -five instnll- 
menlB for the support of two smiths' shops, in- 
cluding the pay of two amiths and assistanta^ and 
fumishiogirob and steel, per fourth utide treaty 
fourth October, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 
and eighth article treaty thirtieth September, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four ,six huntlred and sixty- 
six dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For one third of sixteenth of twenty-five iostBll- 
ments for pay of two farmen, per fourth article 
treaty fOBithOctobor,eighteenntmdred and forty- 
two, and aighth article treaty <hirtietb September, 
eighteen hundred and fiAy-four, three hundred 
and thirty -three dollars and thirty Hhree cents. 

For third of twenty installmenui of annuity in 
money, per third artids treaty twenty^cond 
February. eighteen hundred aaafifty-fiTe,twenty 
thouaand dollars. 

PiOager and lakt FRfmffr^gosUsh Bondt.— For 
third of thirtj^ inslalhnenia of annuity in money, 
per third article treaty twenty-second February, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, ten thousand six 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-six cents. 

For third of thirty installments of annuity in 
goods, per third article treaty twenty-second Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred ana fifty-five, eight thou- 
sand dollars. 

For third of thirty installments fbr purposes 
of utility, per third article treaty tveenty-second 
PebraaiV, eighteen hundred and filly-fire, four 
thousand dolhtrs. 

For third of twenty installment%for porposes 
of education, per third article treaty twenty-sec- 
ond February, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
three thousand ddlars. 

For third of five annual installments fbr the pur- 
chase of powder, shot, teadt twine, and tobaieco, 
per third 'article treaty twenty^eond Febr<iu>y, 
eighteen hundred and flAy-<fiv*, aix hundred dol- 
lars. 

, For third'of five annual installments for the hire 
of six laborers, per third article treaty twcmy- 
•econd February, eighteen hundred andfifty-five, 
three thousand dollars. 

For third of fifteen annual instollnients for sup- 
port of two sniths and smiths' shops, per third 
Article treaty twemy-eecenif FebruMy, ei^teen 
hundred and fifty-fire, two thousan6one hundred 
and twenty doUan. 

Chippmia of Sa^nino, Swan Cre^, and SUuA 
River. — For seconfl of five equal annual install- 
ments for educational purposes, under the direc- 
tion of the President, per second article of the 
treaty of second' August, eighteen hundred and 
fiflyflve, four thousand dnllars. 

For Second of five equal annua? installments ftr 
agricnltnral implementa and carpenters' triol*', 
household fhmttnre and bililding;^materials, oattl^, 
labor, and necessary useftat aruelcs, per second 



article of the treaty of secopd August, eighteen 
hundred and fifcy-nve,five thouaahd dollars. 

For second of ten equal annual installments in 
coin, to be d^tributca per capita, In the usual 
manner of paying annuities, per second article of 
the treaty or second August, eighteen hundred 
and fifiy-five, ten thousand dollai a. 

Por second installment for the supp<frt of one 
hlacksntith-sfaop for ten years, per second arti.-Te 
of thte" treaty of second August, eighteen hundred 
and fiftjr-fhre, twelVe hundred and forty doltors. 

C&tmMws*, JVenomouus, Wimdt^oetr and Acw 
York /tuIicfu.'^Fer education d«Biiiglliepika«arc 
of Congress, per fiOh oHiele ire^ ekveutb An- 
gust( ciahieen hundred and tveDty-aeven, ooe 
.Uiousano five bundral doUan. 

CMi?JfcBjcnrt.-^Fbr permanent annuity in goods, 
per act of twenty-finh February, seventeen hnn- 
dred and ninety-nine; three thonsand dollars. 

CZiij^eiow <if SauU SU. •Uorie. — .For payment 
of this amount, being the sum awfuiled by the 
Commissioner, and to be received in fu}I consid- 
eration for tHe surrender of the right nnd interest 
of said Indiana in the fishing and eaqampmcnt at 
the falls of St. (ifary, which they held occordinK 
to the treaty of sixXeonlh June, eighteen hundred' 
and twenty, pec first aod second artiolea treaiy 
at Detroit, second August, eighteen Jmndred and 
fifty-j&ve, seventeen thqusaoa four huadfed and' 
.seventy-five dollars. 

e*oelcHta.-^Fot> pemwient annott)'', per second 
artiole treaty sutteenth'IT'oTember, eighteen faun- 
<drM and five, and thirteenth article treaty twenty- 
seoond June, eighteM'luAidred and fifty^ve,three 
thousand dollars. 
■ Por permanent annuity fbr etipport of light- 
borMmen,pMf thirteenth arti^ treaty etghteenih 
October, eighteen hundred and twenty, and thir- 
-le«nt)) Bltide tMAtytWenty^seeond Jane, eighteen 
'handt«d and flftynv«, six hundred dollars. 
* 'For permanent provision for education, per 
. second aniele treaty twentieth January, eighties 
hundred-and twenty-five, and thirteenth artide 
treaty twenty^weona June, ^ghteen btuidred and 
filW-fire, six thousand dollars. 

For permanent provision for blackaortith, per 
eixth article treaty eighteenth October, eigfalera 
-hundred and twenty, and ^irteenth article tr^ty 
twenty-second Jime, ^hteen hundred and fitly- 
five, ux hundred dollasa.' / • 

For pennanentproTiaionTbr iron and steel, per 
ninth article treaty twentieth January, eiship>n 
bnridred and twenty-fiv*, and thirteenth artidft 
traaty twenty-aecond June, eighteen hundred and 
fl(Vr-five, three hundred and twenty dollars. 

For fhtercBt on five hnndred tbooMind doQare, 
at five per centum, foi'edncation end other bene- 
ficial purposes, to be aj^lied under the direction 
of the general council of the Choctnwa, in eon- 
-fbrmity with the provision* contained in the teoih 
and thirteenth articles of the treaty of twcnty- 
a^nd- Jnne, e^teen hnfldtett aad fifty-fin, 
twenty-fivV thonun'd dtrflan. 

CreeJa, — For permanent annuity in money, per 
fourth article treaty aeventh August, aeventccn 

hundred and ninety, and fifUi article treaty twen- 
ty-seventh August, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For, permanent uinuity in money, per second 
article treaty sixteenth June, eighteen hundred 
and two, ana fifth qrlicle treaty aevenih August, 
eighteen hundred and fif^y-aix, three thoasand 
dollars. ■ ■ 

For permanent annuity in money, per fourili 
article treaty twenty-fo'urtli Janiiary,^ eiglite<*ii 
hundred an^ twenty-six, and fiAh article treaty 
seventh August, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
twenty thousaiid dollnrs. 

Forpermanent provision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, atid for shop and tools, per eighth article 
treaty. twenty^burth Jan;^(jry, ejghteea hundnMl 
and twenty-six, and fiflli article treaty scvrmh 
August, eighteen hundred snd fifty-eix, eight 
hundred ana forty .dollars. 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, per eighth article treaty twenty-fuunh Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred, and twiii^ty-six, and fifth 
article' treaty seventh Aueu^i' eighteen hundred 
ftnd fifty-six/lwo IfundrCd and teventy dollani. 

Fdr'perihai)cnt provuion I^f the pa.^ of a vhccl- 
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right, -per Hghtli" article' treaty tWenty-fooTlh 
iiiuary, eighteea hundred and twetity-aix, ftiid' 
U) article tnaty.ier«ttlfaAu«i«tv eighteen hon- 
vd Mid fiflf-aix, MX lMiBdre4>d<^lai«. 
For . blnekraiith .*nd-MaiitMt«.'«iii shop utd 
ols, during the pleawmtiid/ *bA. Presidant* {mc ' 
Ih article treaty .(pwrteeaih. ffebru(jy,.6ighti?n 
indred and t^irty-tbiee, and"fiftJi«Ucte treaty 
veiuh August, eighteea hundred and fifly-«x». 
>ht hundred and forty dollars. 
For iron aod sl$el£oc£hoi}i dufiog.the ple^^ufc 
the Preaident, per fifth .article treaty faucteentb 
;bruary, eighleen hundred and tfairty-threcj aod 
Ui article treaty aeveDt^ August, eighteen iinp- 
ed and fifty-six, two buodred aad seveiltydol- 
rs. 

For yagoa-maker during the pleaaure of the 
•eaideiu, per fifth article, tieaty fuurteenth F^h-, 
ary, eighteen .buB^lfied.. ajfA.thirty-tliree, and 
til article treaty, scventb August, eighteen ban- 
od and fifty-sis, jjix hundce^ dollars. . 
For Asaiauncein agrlcuItuTU operations dgn/ig* 
plea^iure of the President, per eighth article 
'Rty twenty-fourth January, e^b'tecn hundred 
id twenty-sixi and fiflh article treaty Mventb 
ugus.t, cight8eD.huQdred andfifty-siXi two tboa- 
nd dollars, 

For education during the pleamira of the Pree- 
enf, per fifXh^rticIe treaty fourteeiitb.Fet)ruary, 
ghteeu hundred and tlurtyrthree^and fifth article 
:aty fleventb A^ugust, .'eighteen hundred end 
tv-six, ofte thouaaod dollars. , 
For the first of seven additional installnieDts 
r two biacksBjitbs, asaistants, shop and. toolfit 
ir thirteenth artifile treaty tweaty-fourth M^cb^ 
rhteen. hundred and (hirty-nro, and fifth article 
;aty seveifth AugUBlt eighteen' hundred and 
ty-six,0De ui6u8And'j«,ix aundxed and eighty 
iflars. ... 

For ihe first of 'seTen additional inataUments 
r iron and etcel for cihopsiper thirteenth artiole 
eaty twenty-foiirth Mariji, eighteen hitndrad 
id thirty-lw{i,.and fifth ftrU.de . tieaty aeyeoth 
ugust, eighteen hundred andJnHy>aixj£ve hun- 
cd and forty dollars. 

For twenty-seventh of thirty-three inatallmsnta 
r Gdocalion,4>er foiuih article tceaty fourth Jan- 
iry, cigliteen hundred and forty-five, and fifili 
ticlo treaty seventh August, eighteen hundred 
d fifty-six, three thousand dollara. 
For fourteenth o^wenty installniMita for edu- 
tion, per foarth srticle treaty fourth January, 
^teen fanndred tiad forty<4Ve^ and ^fth article 
«ty sflTenth AaguM, eighteen hundred and 
tr-aixr three thouauid dellare. 
For five per centum interest oh two-handred 
ouiiand doUars,49C purpoe^ of education, per 
Lth article treaty seventh Auguetj eighteen hun- 
ed and fiAy-aix, ten fhouynd dollac*. 
For payment of this amount^ per capita, to the 
eek nation as annuity, per sixth article treaty 
vontli August, eighteen hundred and fifiy^siXt 
rce hundred tbtuiaand dollars; PrpviJ«d,Thatno 
rtiiiaof thiastun shall be appropriated to pay or 
ward any agent, attorney, or other person, for 
yserviceor pretended afrvicein negotiating said 
•aly. Fartne.paynient of such port^op of the 
nsidcration provjacd by the t^mendRtent of the 
natc to the sixth' article of the treaty of seventh 
iguat, eighteen hundred and fifly-siXi V the 
nera) council of the Creek nation shall (Urect, 
be paid to the treaOTter of laid nation tbr any 
ecified national object, one hundred thousand 
liars : Provided, TBat only so lAuch thersof aa 
alt be so spucifled shall be paid to said tresa- 
zT, and thc'rcmainder of the sum, if any, slmll 
paid, per capita, to the Creek nation as an- 
"ty- 

P*or the amount to be paid undc^ (be' direction 
tho Creek countil to tnoac Creeks or tlieir dc- 
>nddnts who emigrated we^t'of the Mississippi 
ior to the treaty of fourth March, cigh teen hun- 
}d and thirty-two, per sixth article treaty sev- 
Lh Au^st, cighteei) hundred and fiAy-six, one 
ndrccfand twenty thousand dollars, 
for pftyAientof duch other claims of individVial 
eek iti^ians as may be found equitable and just 
the gen^rat council of the nation, per sixth 
iel{! treaty seventh AuguM, eighteen hundred 
3 fifty-six, seventy thousand dollars. . 
PV:)r tliia amount to be paid' to those individu^lis 
d their heirs who, under the act of thircl March , 



eighteen hundred and thirty-aeven, have received 
mdney in lieu of reservations of land, per sixth 
article treaty seventh August, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, ten thousand dollars. 

. FuifiUiog theartioies negotiated tenth January, 
e^ieen hundiedud Sfty-fire, with cartoin bands 

Ceft^pMiot, Jtfotsts. and OtidltaRlM biHna^ »f 
WUimuHe KsUey.— For third of five instajlmenta 
of anmity for beneficial-objects, par second article 
of treaty tenth January, eighteen hundred and 
fifW-five, ten tbousaitd doUars. 
: For third of five installments for pay of physir 
cian, tcoehei', blacksmith) And farmer, per tliird 
article treaty tenth Januaryi eighteen hundred 
and .fifty-five, two thousand. two hundred and 
sixty dollars. 

. Dtlmema.~F.OT l3b annuity to . chief, per pri- 
vate article to supplemental treaty twenty-fourth 
September, ei^btoen hundred and twpn^-ililib, 
to treaty of third Octoberj.eighteen huadnd and 
eighteen* one hundred dollars. 

l^ox iUe annuity to chief, per- supplemental 
ju^cla to treaty tweoty-sixth October, eighteen 
huodr&a and thirty-two, one hundred dollars. 

I F(}r interest on forty-six thousand and eighty 
dollars at five per centum, being the Value of 
thirty-six sections of land set apart by treaty of 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, for education, 
per resolution of Senate nineteenth January, 
eighleen hundred and thirtv-eighti two thousand 
three hundred and four dollars. 

For fourth of eight e^l instalments for |>ay- 
ment of five chiefs, per sixth article treaty sixth 
May, eighteen hundred and fiftyfour, one ihon- 
sand tw« hundred and fifty dollars. 

Ftmd'o /ndions, or Seminolw. — For fourteenth 
of fifteen installments in goods, per sixth article 
treaty fburth January, eighteen hundred and 
fomr-five, two thousand dollars. 

For fourteenth of fifteen installments in money, 
per sixth article treaty fourth January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, and fiourth afllole treaty 
ninth IiAfty, eighteen hundred ud tbirty-two, three 
thousand dollara. 

■ For the payment of Uiis amonnt in lien of the 
present improvements of the Seminoleawest, and 
m f^Il for the expenses of their removal and 
eatablishiog themselves in their new conn try , per 
eighth article treaty seventh August, eighteen 
hundred and fiAjr-niXt and Senata'e uneBdment 
tbefeto,' ninety taousand dollws. 

.For (be first of ten installments fbrthe support 
o( sehoolet per eighth article treaty seventh Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, three thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the first «f ten instaUments for agricultural 
assistance, per d^tfa article tre^ seventh An- 
gust,eighteen hundred and fifty-six,two thousand 
dollars. 

For the first of ten installments for the support 
of smiths .and smiths' shops, per eighth article 
treaty seventh August, eighteennundred and fifty- 
six, two ihouaaiM two hundred dollars. 

For five per -centum interest on two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollarsi to be paid as annuity, 

Eer eighth article treaty seventh August, eighteen 
ondrcd and fiily-six, twelve thousand fire hun- 
dred doUara. 

. For the expanses of Ae removal of the Seni- 
inoles, iu Florida* to the Seminole country west 
of the Mississippi, and Uieir subsistence during 
reenoral, and for twelve months after their arrival 
at-thelr Bew homes* and for the purcliase of rifle 
guris, Ulinkets, powder and luad, hunting shirts, 
shoes, strouding, tobacco, and clothtngr pernintlt 
ar(Klc;.lreaty:«ev/iDlhAAfEust, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-aix, oae huodied.and twenty thousand 
(doHara.]. 

-ForespensesefrnflkiBgimpravemeots for those 
now east of the Miasisaippi after their removal' 
westyper ninth article treaty seventh August,* 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six^ twenty Uiousand ' 
dollars.^ . . 

For the purchase of plows, and other i^icul- 
turol implemei^is, axes, seeds, Iooms>.carc^,aiid 
wlxgcls for the ScoiLiiole,. nation, per niiith article 
trciily seventh August, cishtpcn hundred and 
fifty-eix, lliree lliouaaHd dpllars. 

For compensation and traveling expenses of a 
ddegtttioii of the Semioolcd and Creeks from their 



countr]^ Ui f^orida, whilst .thcoe* and returning^, 
per tenth ortick treaty seventh August, eighteen ' 
hundred and fiftyrsix, fifty thousand dollars. - , 
For payment to'Foo-te-Iusti Haijo. otfiluH^ 
Dirt, for services as chief of the priendly rand oC 
Seminole warriors, who fougbt for the 'Cnital 
States duriiigthe Florida war, per eleventh articjA 
treaty seventh August^ eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, four hundred dollars, 

.For expenses of surveying, tiefiniogrand mitrhn 
ing such portions of the boundaries of the Creelc 
aiid Seminole countries as do not consist of we^- 
defincd natural boundaries, and compensation and. 
expenses of Indian commissioners, per twenty- 
first article treaty seventh August, eighteen hun- 
dred Slid fifty-six, ten thousand dollars. 

For the^traveling afid other expenses of the 
members of the Creek and Seminole delegations , 
(including the agentsjmd. the- iifUirprcter for the 
latter) in coming to Wasiiingtpri^ remnning* and.| 
returning home, per twcnty-fhud -article treaty ' 
seventh August* eighteen hundred, and fifty.*eiXfii 
eleven thousand dollars : Fri)vt{ie(Z,TbatalI moneys 
appropriated for fulfilling treaties with or coocern*. 
ing the Florida. Indiana*'Or Seminoles, shall be , 
eibpendcd under the direction of U^e Secretary of 
the Interior. ■., ,|_ 

/ptffsi.— rFor interest in'^i^.^'of ifivestment on i 
fifty-seven thousand five hundred doUansvt* tbaft 
first July, eighteen hundred and fiftv-eigbt*atfira 
per centum, for education or other obneficial puN 
poses, under the direction of the President, per 
second artidc treaty nineteenth October, eighteen ' 
hundred and tfairMr-eight, and nihth article treaty ' 
seventeenth May, eighteea hundred and fifty- 
four, tworihoutend e^ht hundred and aeventy- 
fiye dollsrs. ' , ' 

JKiswas. — For interest in ItcH of 'iavestnent m ' 

two hundred thousand dolIarS) at^ve percentuO^ 
persecbnd article treaty fourteenth January, ei^v> 
teen hundred and forty-six, ten thoueand dotlaia. 

Kaakaakiai, Pe«ria3, Weas, and Piankeshaxos.-^ 
For first of three installments of nine thousand 
dollars for the years.eighteen hundred and fifty- . 
^ven, eighteen hundreaandfifty-eigbt,andeiga- ' 
teen hundred arid fifty-nine, persWharticle treaty ' 
thirtieth May, eighteen hundred and fifty-fbur,' 
nine thousand dollars. 

For fourth of five installments for support of ' 
blacksmith and assistant, per sixth article troal^ 
thirtieth May, eighteen '^ndred And fifly-faur> ' 
seven hundred And twenty dollars. 

For fourth of five 'iflstallmentB for purchase of • 
iron and steel, per sixth article treaty Uurtieth 
Mav, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, (wo bun-> : 
drea ana twenty dollars. , -i 

J&eJittpwa. — For fourth iitstallmtint of interetal, 
at five per centum, on one hundi^ed thousand dol- ' ■ 
lars, for education, per second article treatyekh- ■ 
tecnth Mar, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, five 
thousand aollan. '- - ' 

For the payment of this sum as the fourth in- . 
stollmcnt upon two hundred thnueantldollwrsyVa 
be paid in eighteen hundred and fifty-pevec, per 
second article treaty eichiecn^U May, eigliteen , 
hundred and fifty-four, fourteen ihousaud dollare. 

Jlfenomoneir.H— For paymoni-for two townships 
of land fur Stockbridges and Munsccs, at sixty 
ct^ls per acre, to promote improvement of Mc- 
nomonccs, as deemed advisable by the President, 

[)er third article treaty twelfth May, eighteen 
lundred and fifty-four, and first and second arti- 
cles treatjt eleventh February, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, twenty-seven thousand six hundred 
and forty-eight dollars, * 

For second of twelve installments for contino- 
inef and keeping up a blacksmith -shop, and pro- 
viding the usual quantity of iron and stocl, per 
foarth article treaty eighteenth October, eighteen 
hundred end forty-eight, and tbird article treaty 
twelfth May,.e^htren hundred and fifty-four, 
nine hundred and sixteen dollars and sixty-six 
cents. 

For second of ten inslaUmentc of annuity upon 
two hundred thoueand dollars, balance of threu 
hundred and fiffv thousand dollars for cession of 
lands, per fourth article treaty eighteenth Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, aitd tliird 
article treaty twelfth May, eigliteen hiif>>U;^4j44-> 
fifty-four, twenlfct^ft^^ft^alpNftrs IC 
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Miasnia XmMt.— For perroaneni prortuon 
far blackaihitli and sMtstant, and iron and steel 
for shop, per fifth article treaty lixth October, 
eifhtees hundred and eighteen, and fourth article 
ttMUr fifth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, \ 
aiae nundred and iorty doUara. ! 

For permanent prorjaion for miller, in lien of | 
gttnsmith, per ftflb artifils treaty aixth October, . 
e^teen hundred and eighteen, fifth article treaty 
twenty-third October, eighteen hundred and thir- 
Vf^WXt and fourth artida treaty fifth June',eigh- ■ 
teen hundred and fifty-four, six hundred dotlun. 

\ For their proportion of seTcnteenth of twnnty [ 
iaslallmenta in money, per second article treaty 
turcnty-eighth November, eighteen hundred and , 
forty, and fourth article treatj fifth June, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four, aix thousand eight 
hundred anii sixty-three dollars and sixty-four 
eenta. 

For uit^st on fifty thoiuSand dollars, at fire 
per centum, for educational purpoaes, per third 
ahicle treaty fifth June, eighteen hundred and 
fihy-four, tvo thousand fi'fe hundred dollars. 

For fourth of six equal annual installments to 
Miaqnies residing on ceded lands, for purchaae 
ot former perpetual and other anniiitied and relin- | 

Juiaivmeni of claims, per fourth article treaty fifth 
une, eiohteen^handret^nd fiftv-four, thirty-one I 
thousand senn butvlrud find thirty-nine dollars I 
aod elenn cents. 

' M'wtnenJ' Indiana.— For their proportion of 
■efenteenlh of twenty insiallmcnti tn money.per 
neond article treaty twenty-eighth NoTemb^r, ' 
ejebtecn hundred and forty, and fourth article 
treaty fifth June, eighteen hundred and fifiy-fouc, 
fire tliouaand six hundred and Uiiity-six dollars 
and thirty-six cents. 

For interest on inrestment of two hundred and 
tiMnty-one thtHisadd two hundred and fifty-seren 
dvttars and eighty-six cents, at five per centum, 
for'Miami Indians of Indiana, per Senate's amend- 
meM to fourth article treaty fifth June, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, eleven thousand and sixiy- 
twb dollars and eighty-ntoe cents. 

For the payment to Israel Olinger, administra- 
tor of Frnocia Lafontaine, deceased, late principal 
chief of said tribe, of an amount allowed to said 
decedent by the Indian department in eighteen 
hiindred and fifty, and heretofore appropriated 
for jaid purpose, but returned to the surplus fund 
OQ the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
awl fifty-five, five bundled and ninety dollars. 

MiamXtt — Etl Itittr. — For permanent annuity 
ilk goods or otherwise, per fourth article treaty 
third Aosuat, seventeen hundred and ninety-five, 
fire hnndred dollars. 

For permanent annuity in gooda or otherwise, 
per third article treaty twenty-first August, ci^- 
teen hundiad and five, two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For permanent annuity in goods or otherwise, 
per third atui separate article to treaty thirtieth 
September, ergbieen hundred and nunc, three 
huadred and fifty dollars. 

^avajoa. — ^Forfulfllling treaty stipulations with 
the Nav^oea, purauant to the requirements of t^e 
tenth article treaty ninth September, sightcen hun- 
dred and forty-nine, five thousand doUara. 

J>fitqualty, Piofollup, and other tribes and bandi 
Indxa-M. — For fulfilling the articlea negotiated 
twenty-sixth December, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, with certain bands of Indians of Puget 
Sound. Washington Territory. ^ 

For third installment, in part payment for re- 
linquiahmmil of title to lands, to be applied to 
beneficial objecta, per fourth article treaty twenty- 
aixlh December, eighteen hundred audnfty-four, 
three thousand dollars. 

For third of twenty inatallmenU for pay of 
instructor, smith, physician, carpenter, farmer, 
and assistant, if necessary, per tenth article treaty 
twenty-sixth December, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, four thousand fire hundred dollars. 

Onubsi.— For third of three installments, in 
money or otherwise, of forty thousand dollars 
each per annum, perfoorth article treatv sixteenth 
Marcti, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, forty 
thoosand dollars. 

FoKthird of ten instUlmenU for rupiiort of a 



ratller, per eighth article treaty sixteeoth Marob, , 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four,six hundred dot-^ 
lars. 

I For third of ten installments for support of 
i blacksmith and assistant, and iron and steel for 
; shop, per eighth article treaty atxteenth March, 
: eighteen humlred and fifty*liDiir,iiiMhaiidred ana 
! forty dollars. 

For third of ten inatallmsnts for support of 
' farmer, per eichthartiele treaty sixtsenlh March, , 
' eighteen hnimsd and fifky-foor, six bundrsd dol- 

1 

1 Osoyea. — For the last of twenty installinents,' , 
' as annuity, in money, or otherwise, per second \ 
' article treaty eleventh January, eighteen hundred 
iind thirty-nine, twenty thousand dollars. 
I For the last of twenty installments for two 
smiths' establishments, per aecond article treaty 
eleventh January, eighleeti hundred and thirty- 
nine, two thousand dollars. 

For interest on sixty-nine thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty dollarsi'at five per centum, being 
the value of fifty-four sections of land set apart 
second January, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
five, for eduoational purposes, per Senate resolu- 
tion nineteenth January, eighteen hundred and i 
thirtyeight, Uiree Uiousaod four hundred and | 
fifty-six dolhns. j 

CHiott MwIJtfiMowiai. — For the last of three in- | 
Btallments, as annuity, in money Or otherwise, per i 
fourth article treaty fifteenth March, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, twenty thousajid ifollara. | 

For third of tec installments for pay of miller, 1 

ferseventharticle treaty fifteeBthMarcbtSightoan I 
undrvd and fifty-four, six hundred dollars. | 
For third often installments for blacksmith and | 
assistant, and iron and steel forshop, per seventh 
article treaty fifteentli March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, nine hundred and forty dollars. 

For third of ten installments for fhrmer, per 
seventh article treaty fifteenUi March, eighteen 
hundred and fifty^our, sut hundred dollars. 

OUowM aM CUppaaai ^JUidugaii.'^Tor second 
of ten equal annual installments for educational 
purposes, to be expended under the direction of 
the President, according to the wishes of the In- 
dians, so far as may be reasonable and just, per 
second article of the treaty of thirty-first July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, eight thousand 
d«lars. 

For aeeond of five equal annual installmentn 

in ngrieulturat implements and carpenters' tools, 
i householdfurniture, and building matenals,catile, 
labor, and necessary useful articles, per second 
article of the treaty of thirty^rat July, eirhteen 
hundred and fifty-five, fifteen thousand dollars. 
I For second installment for the support of four 
, blacksmith-ahopa for ten years, per second ar- 
ticle of the treaty of thirty-first July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, four thousand two bnn- 
' dred and forty dollars. 

For secono installment of principal, payable 
I aooually for ten years, to be distributed per cap- 
■ ita, in tne usual manner of paying annuities, per 
I second artide of the treaty of thirty-first Jiily, 
! eighteen hundred and fifty-£ve, ten thousand dol- 
i lars. 

I For interest on two hundred sad eijhiy-six 
: thousand dollars, unpaid part (^theprineiMl sum 
i of three hundred and six thousand dollars, for 
' one year, at five per centum per annum, lo be 
distributed per capita, in the usual manner of 
j paying aonaities, per second artide of the treaty 
I of thirty-first July, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
I five, fourteen thousand three hundred dollars. 
I For second of ten equal annual installmenis in . 
lieu of former treaty stipulations, to be paid per I 
1 capita to the Grand River Ottawas, per second 
' article of the treaty of thirty-first July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, three tliousaDa five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Ottmcax <if Kanaai. — For their proportion of the 
permanent annuities' in money, goods, or other- 
wise, payable under the fourth article of the 
treaty of third August, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-five, second article of the treaty of seven- 
teenth November, eighteen hundred and seven, 
fourth article of the treaty of seventeenth Sep- 
tember,eighteenhundred and eighteen.and fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-ninth Augtiat, 



ei|^ueen hundred and tvcntyioae, two thmusnd 
six hundred dollars. 

Pmtnuu. — FeragrieuUnral implementSf durii^ 
the pleasure of the President, per fourth artiela 
treaty ninth Ootober, eighteen fauodredand ihirty- 
thrm, one thousand dottars. 

PoUavatondea. — For permanent annuity in sil- 
ver, per fourth article treaty third August, seven- 
teen hundred ahd ninety-five, one thousand dol- 
lars. 

For permanent annuity in silver, per third 
article treaty thirtieth September, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine, five hundred dollars. 

For permanent annuity in silver, per third 
article treaty second 'October, eijirhteen hundred 
and eighteen, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For permanent annuity in mo'oey, per second 
alticle treaty twentieth %ptember, eighteen hnn- 
dred and twenty-eight, two thobsana dollars. 

For permanent annuity in specie, per second 
article treaty twf^nty-ninth July, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-nine, sixteen thousand dollari. 

For life annuity to chief, per third article treaty 
twentieth October, etghluen hundred and thirty- 
two, two hundred dollars. , 

For life annuity to chiefk, per'third article treaty 
twenty-sixth Septenberi eiehtsen hundred and 
ihhty-three, seven hundred dollars. 

For education, during the pleasure ofConsresa, 
per third article treaty sixteenth October, eighteen 
hundred and. twenty-six, second arUcIe tnaiy 
twentieth September, eighteen hundre*and twen- 
ty-eight, and fourth article treaty twenty -seventh 
October, e^teen hnndrea and .thirty-two, five 
thousand dollars. ' 

For permanent provision for the payment of 
money, in lien of tobacco, iron, and sleel, per 
second article tmty twentieth September, ei^- 
tecn hundred and twenty-eight, and tenth article 
of the treaty of the fifth and. seventeenth June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, three hundred 
dollars. 

For permanent provision for fifty barrels of salt, 
per -eccotnl articM of treaty twenty-ninth July, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For .interest on six hnndred and forty-three 
thousand dollars, at five per centum, per seventh 
article of the treaty of the fifth and seventeenth 
June, eighteen hundred ond fyty-six, tliirty-two 
thousand oM hundred and &.tf^ dollars. 

Pottaaatomiu iff Hmnn, — For permanent annu- 
ity in motley, or otherwise, per second article 
treaty seventeenth November, eighteen handled 
and seven, four hundred dollars. 

Q,u0taie».- — For eduedtion, dtning the pleasure 
of the President, per third ulicle treaty thirteendi 
May, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, oae 
thousand dollars. 

For blacksmith and asststant, shop and tools, 
and iron and steel for shop, during tne pleasure 
of the President, per third article treaty thirteenth 
May, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, one 
thousandand six^ dollars. 

For former^ during the pleasure o^the Presi- 
dent, per diird article treaty thirteenth May, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-thres, six huodred 
dollars. 

For AtlfiDiiig treaties negotiated eighteenth No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, with 
certain bands of 

Chaita, Seoton, and I/fnpgvs Indiana. — For third 
of fifteen installments of annuilyi to be expended 
as directed by the Presidept, per third article 
treaty eighteenth November, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, two thousand dollars. 

For third of fifteen installments for the pay of 
a farmer, per fifth article treaty eurhteenth No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and mty-four, six 
hundred doUars. 

For third of five installments for support of two 
amfths and smiths' shops, mr fifUi article treaty 
eighteenth NoTember,eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, two thousand one hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

For third of ten installments foe pay of physi- 
cian, medicine, and expense of care of the sick, 
per fifth article treaty eighteenth November, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one thousand 
and sixty dollars. 
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For fbird of fiftMB initalteMnto for. pay df 
webers&nd parduse of ibookB uid stationeiyi 
Br fifth artide tnktjr ■eightoenth Noveftibart 
^hteen hundred end fifty^foiir;. jhm' th«ai»ild 
wo hundred doUan. ."-r - ' 

Rogue Rivers. — For fourth sixteen ' mataH- 
lenta in blanketat clothiifg, forniing uten«i1g, and 

ock. per ihird article treat? tenth September, 
ghteen hundred and fiftj-three, two uioujMnd 
re hundred dollars. , , ' 

Saa mud Fum qf Jlfiiite^.— For permsiMbt 
onuity ia foods or ocfaerwubt per third artiela 
eaty^nf November, dxhtew kftn^cd nd 
nuTt one thouaaad dollnrb 

For twenty-aixUi of thirty inatallotanta as an- 
ility in specie) per third ajKiole treaty twvBtys 
r*t September, eighteen hundred and thirtyrtvo, 
venty Lhousatad doUars. 

For twenty-sixth of thirty inataUittests for gan* 
nith; per fourth article treaty twdnty-firat Sep' 
mber, eighteen hundred and tliirty>two, jhx 
iindred dollars. 

For twenty«ixtb of thirtj> install menta for uon 
kI steel for shop, per fourth artiela traaljr tmnty- 
-at September ('eighteen hundred Md turQr-tms 
ro hundred and tjventy dollars. . 
For twcmy-six oif thirty inslaHmentA for blaolfe 
nith and asaistant, ahop* ahd taolav.per fourth 
tide treaty twenty-fim September, ctthteen 
indred ana thirty-two, •iefatnaadred and forty 
)1iar8. 

For iwenty-Bi jth of thirty install menu for iron 
id steel for shop, per fourth article treaty twenty- 
«t September, eighteen handred and thirty-two, 
ro hundred and twenty dollan. 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installioentfl for forty 
urels of salt, and forty kegs of tobacco, per 
urth article treaty twenty-first September, eigli- 
cn hundred and thirty-two, one dtouiaad cfol- 
ra. 

For interest on two hundred thousand dollars, 
.five per centum, per secontt article treat^twenty- 
■st October, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 
n tliousand dollars. 

For interest on eight hundred Uiouaand dollars, 
. five per centum, per leeond article treaty elev- 
■th October, eighteen hTtndreil and forty-two, 
rty thousand dollars. 

Sacf and Foxts ^ JtfiMoiirl.— For iiAercM on one 
indred and fifty-aeren thooaand ftnir hundred 
dlarn, at five per centum, the dfwetion of 
e Presideat, per second article treaty twenty- 
st October, eighteen Jiundred and thirty-seven, 
Ten thousand eight hundred and aeventy dol- 
rs. 

For the (burth and laat installment u^n fcwty- 
;hi thousand dollarit'piar MOODd article treaty 
;hteenth May, eiehteen hnndred fend Sfky-four, 
rht thouaand dolurs. 

Saiueat, — For pcrmiMient annuity in ipecie, per 
irtb article treatv twanty-nioth S^ptamber, 
[htecn hundred aw aavcntwD* ftw huiwed dol- 

For permanent annuity in specie, per fourth 
licle treaty BeventeenUi September, eighteen 
Ddred and eighteen, fi?e hundred dollars. 
For blaclumith and assistant, shop and tools, 
d iron and steel, during the pleaaure of the 
eaident, per fourth article treaty twenty -eigh^ 
bruary, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, one 
>ueMina and sixty dollars. 
Per miller, during the pleasure of the President, 
r fourth article treatv twenty-eighth February, 
-Jiteen hundred ana tbirty-oiMi lix hnqdrad 
tiara. 

GfeMMo* qf^ftw York. — For pennannt annuity 
lieu of interest oo atock, per act (ft Binetcentn 
bruary, eighteen hundrea and Ihirty^-mie, aix 
luaanu doUara. 

Pot ioiarest in lieu of iiiTestment, on acyenty- 
1 thouaand doUara, at five per centum, per act 
twenty-aeveath June, eighteen hundred and 
^-aiz, aevea hundred ud fifty dollars. 
for interest, at five per centum, on forty<three 
Misand and fifty dollars, transferred from On- 
io Bank to the united S^aiaa Traaaury, per act 
(wenty-aevanth Jane, cigbteeB hnodiM and 
ty-aix, two thooaaod-oiM hutdnd ludfifty- 
t doUan and tttf «ast«. 



- -fieiweataiuIfltewiMafl.— Forpeananentaantiity 
in ipeciev per fourtii artide treaty seyenteealh 
Sefktcmber, eighteen, hnndred and eighueen, one 
thouiauid: dollarft.- 

For bfaiticamith and aaiiatant, shop and toola, 
and iron and ateel for shop, during the pleuare 
of the President, peT'fburth article' inaty twen* 
tieth JuljTi oKbtaaa hundred and thiny-one, oo< 
thouaaoo aAd sixty doUara. 

Skawnetx. — For permanent annuity for educa- 
tional purposes, per fourth article treaty third 
August, sevenleen hundred and ninety-five, and 
third article treaty tenth May, eightean hundred 
and fifty-four, one tiiotiaand dollars. 

For iourLh installment, of interest, at five per 
centum, on forty thousand dollars, for education, 
per third article treaty tenth May, eiehteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, two thousand datlars. 

For fourth of eight annual installmenu of 
inoney, in payment for lands, per third artide 
treaty tenth May, eighteen hundred and fiAy- 
four, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For per^majient annuity for educational pur- 
poaes, per fourth article treaty twenty-ninth Sep- 
tember, eighteen, hundred and seventeen, and 
third article treaty tenth'May, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, two thouaand dollazs. ' 

£lix,A*aMoHf tVew York — For.permanent an- 
nuity in dothisg and other uaefiil artides, per 
sixth article treaty' eleventh,November, aeveirtseb 
hundred and ninety-four, four thouaand fire hun- 
dred dollars. . .. 

Sioux qf JIfufinipm. — For interest on three hun> 
drf^ thousand dollars, at five per centUin, per 
aecotid 'article treaty twenty-ninth Septemoer, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eeyen, tftnn thbu- 
aand dollars. 

For seventh of fifty tnstallmeota of interest, at 
five per centum, on one miffion three hundred and 
sixty thouaand dollars, per fourth artide treaty 
twenty-third July, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one, sixty-eight tnousand dollies. *. 

For seventh of fifty installments of interest, at 
five per centum, on one hundredand twelve thou- 
sand dollars, being the amount in lieu of the res- 
ervhtions set apart in the third artide of Senate's 
amendment of twenty-third June, eighteen hun- 
dred a^ fifty-two, to treaty twenty-third July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, five thousand aix 
hundred doUara. 

For aeventh of fifty inatallmenta of interest, at 
five per centum, on one million one hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, per fourth article treaty 
fifth August, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, fifty- 
eig^t thousand dollars. 

• Tor sevAnth of fifty inatallmenta of interest, at 
fire per c^tum, on aixty-nine thousand dollars, 
being ^^mount allowed in lieu of the reaerva- 
tion of laSas set apart by the third article of Sen- 
ate's amendment of twenty-third of June, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-two, to treaty fifth August, 
eighteen hundred and fifhr-one, three thousand 
(our hundred and fifty dollan. 

TnMtg tf JFWf l«raMue.--For aeventh of tea 
inatallmenta, in provisions and merchandise, for 
payment of annuities and transportation of the 
same to certain tribes of Indiaus, per, seventh 
artide treaty seventeenth September, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, and Senate^ Maeadment 
thereto, aeventy thouMnd dolbira. 

. XhKf^kkt (Cow Creek £«id.)r— For fourth of 
twenty instulmeais in blankeia^ clothing, pro- 
visions, and stock, per third article treaty nint^* 
teenth ' September, eighteen hundred and fifty> 
three, five hundred aou fifty dollars. 

FulSlUi^ the artldea of twenty-ninth Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, with the 

[/mpoiMt and Calapooitt, of Umpqva VoUty, Ore- 
gon. — For third of five inatallmenta of annuity 
for beneficial olgaata, to be expended as directed 
l^y the President', per third article treaty, iwenty- 
mnth Novemlwr, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
three thouaand dollars. 

For third of ten installmenta for the pay of a 
blacksmith, and fumiahingflhop,^r sixth article 
treat* twenty-ninth November, eighteen hundred 
and ■fty-four, one thouaand and sixty dollar*. 

For third of fifWn inatallmanta for the pa^ of 
a itflTIsioiatt and.panbMe of mediciiMa, per aixth 



Mtidt treaty twenty-ninth IN'ovember, eightsan 
hundred ana fifty-^bur, one thouaand dellara. 

.For third of ten inetalhnenu for the pay of « 
fanner, pec mXth KiMt treaty tweaty-aintb 
NoYemberf eighteen hnndnd and fifty-four, aix 
hundred d^lan. 

For third of twenty installments for tlie pay of 
a teacher and purchase of books and stationery, 
per sixth article treaty tveolyHiibth Noycmber, 
eighteen hundred ana fifty-four, seven hundred- 
dollars. 

Vtaht. — For fulfilling treaty sUpulations with 
the Utahs, pursuant to the requiremrnta of e^hth 
anicl'e treaty tllirtieth December, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-nine, five thouaand dollars. 

WinnAagati.-~'FoT twenty-ninth of thbty itl' 
Btallmenuaa annuityin apede, per second article 
treaty firat August, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
nine, eighteen thouaand dollars. 

For twenty-sixth of twaaty-seven iustaltnwn0 
aa annuity in specie, per third artide treaty 
taeath September, eighteen hundred and tbinyr 
two, ten tnousand dollars.. 

For twenty-ninth of thirty inatallmenu for fifty 
barrels of salt, per second article treaty first Au- 
rust,eighieenhuDdredandtwenty-9ine, two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For twenty-nin(h of thirty, ipatallmanta for 
three thonsaiid pounds of tobMCO, per aecond arr 
tide treaty 'firat Augnet,' eighteen hwdred «m 
twenty-nine, six hundred dollara. 

For tweniy-aixth of twenty-seven installments 
for one thousand five hundred pounds of lobaccoi 
per fifth arliale treaty fifteenth Saptambor, eigh- 
teen hundred nnd thirty-two, three hundred d«l- 
imn. 

For twenty-ninth of thirty inatallmenta for 
threesmitbsand asaiatants, per third article treaty 
firat August, eighteen bnndred and twenty-nine* 
two thousand one hundred and sixty dollars. ■ 

For twenty -ninth.of thirty installmenis for iro9 
and steel for shop, per third article treaty first 
August, eighteen nundred and twenty-nine, sw 
hundred and sixty dollars. 

For twenty-ninth of thirty installm^ta for 
laborer and oxen, per third artide treaty first 
Anguat, dghteen hundred and twenty -nine, three 
•hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

For twenty-aixth of twenty-seven installments 
for education, per fourth article treaty fifteenth 
September, eighteen hundred and tuirty-twOv 
three thousand dollars. 

For twenty-sixth of twenty-nven inatallmenls 
for six agriculturista, purchase of oxen, plowa^ 
and other implements, per fifth artide treMy fifp 
teenth September, eighteen hundred and thfat]^ 
two, two thousand five hundred dollara. 

For twenty-sixth of twenty-seven ioetaUmenlt 
for the pay of two physicians, per fifth arti^ 
treaty fiRe<»rth September, eighteen hundred aiad 
thirty-two, four hundred dQUara. 

Forinterest on one million one hnndred thour 
aand dollars, at five per centum, per fouctbartiela 
treaty first November, eighteen hundnd and 
thirty-seven, fifty-five thouaand dollars. 

For eleventh of thirty inatallmenta of iotemsk 
on eighty-five thouaand doUara, at five per ceqi 
turn, per fourth artide treaty thirteenth October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-aix, four thouaand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Wifandots. — For the last of Uiree equal instaD- 
menta upon three hundred and eighty thousand 
dollars, in lieu of former annuities and daims, 
per sixth artide treaty thirty-first January.eigt^ 
teen hundred and fihy-five, one hundred and 
twenty-aix thousand six hundred and sixty-^ 
dollars and sixty-seven centa. 

JtRseeUoneeiu. — For carrying into effect the ast 
of third March, eighteen hundred and nineteen, 
making provisions for the dvilization of the In* 
dian tribes, in addition to the sum apeeiied in 
aaid act, five thouaand dollara. 

For surveying and marking the boundndes of 
the Choet«y and Chickasaw eountriesj and fat 
determining and marking the ninety-eighth de» 
gree of west longitude, per ninth and nineiecath 
artides treaty twenty-second June, eighteen hui^ 
died «nd fifty-Uve, five tbousatiddollan. 

Fot the azpeoses «f surveyjT^ ' 
of Indiu iMersil^f kiSAtf^ 
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and'dtfinMig Indian rewrrcs ind bidMkrsed l^ndK 
and for other ineideiitd expenaea of eatryiiiB inui 
•A«t-th« tnatiea with the Indicn uibM in Mtch- 
iRUtWid with tbe<;hippewa liKltan»of tfaa Mis* 
■MMtppi tnd of Lake Suponor, «o te a< an v of die 
uid treatiea provide for the aumy or aliotnieot 
Of Undi, tm set uMu-t reMmliotiB for the irtbea 
or biuidst in ad£tioD to feram appropriation, 
flkven tbouaand dotfun. ' 

' fEor medale for Indian diicfVt three- thoveand 
dollars. 

. For the expenses of coUecling and establishing 
'ihe flouthern ConiBTichea, Witbitawa.and certain 
.oibor baoda of Isdians on zeservaUona to be lo- 
cated sQutb of the Arkanaaa river, and weal of ttie 
ninety-eighth degree of longitude, flftf thousand 
itotlars. 

' For ftillllling treaties «4fli''the 
- '$io«x ^ tlu Miaturipfi, yizt For the reoppro- 
pri&tion of this amount, being the legilimats oaU 
found due. to the Medawa-kan-tolin and 
^dfapajr-koo-tah SiouX, under thei treatiea of 
eighteen hundred and thirty lind ei^teen hnn^ 
dred and thirty'SeTen,-rbl>moii^a heretofore cW- 
Tledtothdanrptueftibditobe^id toaaid lAdtans 
«KannuUy, or applied as the Piieflident may di- 
Mctt'in wMe or part, for the eivillttation and 
general imiHtivenient of said IndiaOa, fbrty-two 
Ih'buiNind ei^ htmdred antf forty-one dollars 
-Mid forty-seven cents. 

■ ¥at compensation of three special agents and 
Utree interpretem for the Indian tribea ofTsxaa, 
Mtd for purchaae of presenla, fifteen tbouaand 
hilars. 

For the expenaes of oelonicing, supporting, and 
Arnlahiftgr i^oaUural iMplemmie.and aiockfot 
the Indians in Texas, seventy-one thouaand aevwi 
1ltlndT«d and seven deII<uMan4 fifty cents. 
' Forthe general Ineidentalexpensesofthe Indian 
MTvieelnOhlifomla, including traveling expenses 
of the saperintendent, a^nts, and snb-(^ctit«> 
iev^Mcen thousand dollars. . 
' Fot defVaying the expAnacs of tiia removal and 
■aribafstence of Indians of California to th« reser- 
vation in that State, and for pay of physioiana, 
smtdia, mechanics, and lBblM«f^l al the reserva- 
tionai<Hie-blindred and alxty-twe thoosand dol- 
lars) Pnvidedt Thatanamountnotexceedinfften 
thousand dollars tberefVom may be expended (bt 
^e relief of the temporary wants of Indians out^ 
dideofmid reservauons. 

. For the general incidental expenses ofthe Indian 

aervice in the Territory of Utah, ten thousand 
dollars: Protidid, That the amount appropriated 
hy the act of thirty-firkt July, one thousand ei^ht 
hundi%d and fifty-four, for ne^tinting irvatiM 
urith Indian tribea in aaid Territory, may bo cx^ 
pended (or the general incidental expenses of the 
Indian service therein. 

For the geAemUncidentcLlexpenscB ofthe Indian ; 
iwrvice in Oregon Terrkopy, including inaurance, 
and transportation of annuities, goods, and pres- 
ems, and Affice and traveling expenses of tho 
ilap»fintendent, agents, and sub-agents, thirty- 
tdAettOQsand five hundred doHara. 

For adjusting difficulties and prsventrng ouu 
4Heakfe among the Indiaris in the Territory of 
dV^&n, ton tbbusftnd dollars. 
.»'F?>ir defraying the expenses of the removal and 
teb^tence of Indians in Oregon Territory to the 
reservations therein, aiding them in proeutinil^ 
tkeir ovnaubaifitcncQ, purchase of provisions and 
lircseuts, compensation oriaboreraand other cm- 
plov'ea, fifly thousand dollars. ^ ^ 

ForrCBttiringund maintaining peace with Indian 
Jtibea in Oiegon Territory, or so much Uiereof 
aa may be necessary for expenditure during tl^c 
year ending thirtictli of June, dg^htcen hundred 
and fifiy-scven, two hundred ana sixty -four thou- 
Wtitt dollars. 

, For the general incident*! eKpeneee ofthe In- 
dian aervice in Washington Terrhory,fortythou- 
•eand dollars. 

For resloringondmaintainii^ peace with Indian 
liibet in Waahmgton Territory, or so much there- 
■bf aa may be neccsaary for expendimre during 
the year endine the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hmidred and fifty-seven, seventy-tiine thouaand 
4«tlan. 

For defraying the eXp*n«B of the rttnoVhl And 
mbaistenee of Indians of Wkehington Territory 
-tO'tktt iMcmrtkMs theriia, wHSine Utku ^ P"^ 



snring their own subsisteaea, ptaiimm ofriro- 
vistens and ptesenta, andacaufwnaatipeof Iwor* 
ers and necesasiry ewpla y< s, sixty thewawMoK 
lara: Provided, That a part of aaid «unrj not 
exoeadinrflMiT thousand nine hundred'and aev- 
enie«n4«lars, mayt by dhrsctiaa of (Wfiaflratary 
of tlie interior, be appbsd'flnrtbepaymentof the 
juat value of lands, impiwrMMta, ami piMDm- 
tion claims, owned by whins loosUAwitldB tM 
Indian reservation esublisbed on the aoutb aide 
of the Conunencemest bay, in Waslilagton Ter- 
ritory, for the Pu^allup and other bands <if In- 
'jlians, on the relinquiahment of said lands, iiQ- 
provementa, and claims to the United States. 

For the general incidental expenses of the 
Indian aerrlee in tho Territory of New Mexico, 
presents of goods, agricultural implements, and 
other useftil articles, and in assisting tlicm to 
locate In. permanent abodes and suBtoin them- 
aelvea by the pursuits of civilized life, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretory of 
the Interior, forty-seven thouaand five hunqred 
dollara. 

To carry into e&>c^ treaties with the O'ttawA 
and Chippewa Indians, viz: , 

To cnaule the Secrsury of Ihe Interior to {lay 
to Kinuwais or David Ktog, of Caipwd Choco- 
late rivers, Michigan, the amount designed to 
hirve been seeured to him' in the temh anitie'of 
the treatyoftvtenty-eiehth March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-aix, with the Otiawas aad Chip^ 
pewBS, if he shsU, on full investigation, be sat- 
isfied the Bams has not been paid, one hundred 
dollars. 

For payment of this amount to William Kiogf 
in accordance with schedule "C," attacfisd to 
the treaty with, the Six Nations of New York, 
proclaimed April fourth, eighteen hundred and 
forty* in accordance with the resolution of the 
Senate of March twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred 
and forty, fifteen hundred dollars. 
. For expenses of surreyiog and roarkinffllts 
external boundaries of Inaiaji pueblos in theTer- 
ritory of New Mexico, three tbouaand seven 
hunured and fifty.dollors. 

To complete tho survey of the Creek boundary, 
aa required by the treaty, to be expended aaiupx 
the proper authority, the aum of twenty-four 
thousand five hundred dollara. 

To pay the legal representatives of Arthur 
Sizemore, fourteen hunarcd and twenty dollars, 
and to the Icnl representatives of John Semi, 
Simmance, orBcmoice, eleven hundred and sixty- 
three dollars, the said claims being found in the 
.supplementary abstract of additional clouns ao- 
companying General Mitchell's report, which 
arise under the Creek treaty of eighteen hundred 
and fourteen; the said sums to be pud oul pf 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. *^ * 

Ji'or the payment ofthe claim of C. M. Hitch- 
cock, executor of Colonel A. R. S. Hunter, for 
supplies of provisions to the Cherokeea, undpr 
the authority of Brigadier General Wool, and of 
J. R.Schermerhorn,commiSBioner for negotiating 
the treaty with Ihe Chcfokees, fWnn the twenty- 
sixth of Mnreh td.the sixteenth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, one thousand two hun- 
dred and thirty-six dollars and twenty-five cfmts. 

PorT>aymcnt of the value of property of Baker 
and S^eeff destroyed in -eighteen hnndifed and 
fifty-five by the Kioway Indians, to be d^uctcd 
from the oAnuitiqa payable to the saidlndimis, 
fifty dollars. 

. Sko.3. ^tulieUjWlAereiMtctod, ThalhereaAer 
ihe agpntji for the Sioux and Seminole Jndianst 
for the Omaha sgency, for^e Kickapoo agency^ 
for the Kansas agency , and for the Neoshoagency , 
aliftH receive each an annual salair of one thou- 
sand five hundred dollar», in8tea« of the aalary 
of one thousand dollar* now allowed by law. 

Sec. 3: .Aid be U fMher aueled, Tktltin lieu 
of the provisions for the exercise of the dniles 
tiTsupGnntendents 'of Indian afiiAfntin the Tferri- 
(oriea of Or^n, Wa^ington, Utah, and New 
Mexico, as now provided by law, the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint, by 
and with the advice and consent of trns Senate, 
one superintendent of Indian afihira forthfc Terri- 
tories of Washington and Orejgoni at the annual 
atd Aryof twenty-five hundred dfrflars; ettei^upcrin- 
teadedt of ItffiU «flUn Pot Otf iTenitsry of 



Mexico, and one-firthalenitoryof Utftfa, esch 
stthB-amraal sataryof two tfaeloeand dolbrs-.and 
that from and aftsfwieh w p—ttiO» of ibe duties 
br ssid' offioes^ the Governor of Wasiihig:ton sfa^ 
receive the same salary as that paid' to the Got* 
ajnor of Oreeonv and the-Governora of Utah and 
New Mexi^ shall ea^h receive the salary of 
twenty-five hundred doltars. The superint^nd- 
«hu or Indian affairs in tfaeTerritories of Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, and New Mexico, shall n^-Eo- 
tiste no treaties with any Indian tribes within said 
1^ffrtU)riea,niUessiBMriietsd thereto by the Pres- 
ident of the Qnitsd Slates. 

fco. 4^ .AiBd i««e>teCbcreMcCu(, That«ne of ths 
seeond-ebsselerkshipsin the Ifldinn baram shaD 
hsseKftMrlw mada a iMad-elaas derkship, to be 
dcsigssud by the Gemnasstoner of Indian Af- 
fiiirs: 

Sec. 5. Jind he it fuirtkim snaetodt That in se(- 
tttag the ascnaais of Thomas J. Henly , oa mper- 
iqtmtfantof Indian ofhira in California^ the oe* 
coanliB^offlasnibf ^eTnaaoybeiand they arc 
hereby, authorized to allow hira the amount of 
osvca' 'hundred and tfty dollar*, paid by him to 
Sanders A Kwiham for inwraat upon money ad- 
vwieed'byJbaBi'on aoeount«f the lodian aervia 
in Califomia, upad hisiprodiMaig aatiafaeiory 
vavdhers' for theas'oxptiraiturea. 

AvtaoifEB, BCaccfa 3, 1857. 

Puttit, ICXT'.-^An AettoestsfaHsh an additional 
Land District in the State of Wisconsin. 
Se it enacted {he SeiuUe a.ttd Utrme of Repn- 
ahil(Uive»nf Vu UaiUd Slatei (if ^imerica in Cou^ta 
hfaembled. That so much ofthe districta of lands 
now subject to sale at La Crosse and Hudson, la 
the State of Wisconsin, aa ore contained within 
the following boundojy, shall constitute a nt.'w 
land district, to be called the Chippewa diBirin, 
to wil: nortli of theline dividing townshi|>s twt d- 
ty-four and twenty-five north; south of the lin-: 
mvidine town8hij)a (prlf and forty-one nonb; 
west otthc line dividing ranges one and two ts^ 
and east of the line dividing, ranges eleven ei.d 
twelve west; the location of the office for whi. h 
'shall he dusignHted by the President of the Uni'^d 
^la^s, and ahnll by him from time to time Le 
changed as the pttoUc intcn»t may seem to re- 
quire. 

San. 8.,«fcMl it UfurtktrrnmtUd, That there 
shaU.bo appointed by the PreoHlent, by and wiiL 
the advios oiwl cetMont of the Senate, or duns; 
the recess tbereef' and until the eqd of its ntxt 
session aiWaucb appointgrnnt, a register and n- 
neiver.foc said distrMt, ndio shall .rcBpeciivvlf u 
required to reside at the site of the oflice, bi- ^i*- 
jeotio the -same )awa,aAd eniitledto the sacie 
eompensaliont as is, of may hereafter be 
BOTMed l>y.taw in.r4laliQn to other land ulcers 
tho United States. 

Sec. 3. Jindie it Jwther enacted. That the satca 
shall continue at the oM land offices at La Crosse 
and Hudson till the regtstcrs and rcce^^^>ra Lhi>r'~.t 
are 'notified that -the omeervfot' thediairict rr't>t<l 
by this act are prepared to enter on their dmt' f. 

Sec. 4. oe ii'further etAuted, That to mc-ci 
tbfe exMnsesof carrying this act into clfect, tbt 
sum or tin thouaana doUani, or a» much ther^f 
as may 1« necessary, is hereby appropriated f-r 
salaries, eommisiriotia, and incidental exf>pnHi'« ai 
the officeaof the- raster and receiver^ to betv 
pended under-the direction of the Coiaaaiaaknttr 
of the General Land OJBee. ' 
. Apptto'vrD, Ms?ch 3, 185T. 

IPirtLIC, XXII.— An Atl to Confirm certain En- 
tries of Land therein named. 

Bt^'tf enMM ^ the SmtOe and Bouse of Reyrc 
BtnUaiVe* efthe Umtad'Statei ef w9MeHeaf» Con^rtm 
tmniMeit, TbataH entries -of the public land[V 
under the act to graduate and reduoe Uie price ei 
the paMio laitdl RObjecttoentryto aetonl settkn 
and ctlltivatora; approved foann of Augwac, eigh- 
teen -hMidred 'and fifty-four, made prior to iht 
passage of thia act, in whic4t the purchaser hu 
made the afMaviti and paid the purtthase-monev. 
as required by said' act, and tbo instructions is- 
sued and in fon:e,andin the hands of die nsinut 
at the tnne of making said entry, are beieby legst* 
iz4d, and patents lOiail tsaue t» the partis* resfKci- 
ivelyiexeepting thoee«raf«MiAdemddaet wfakk 
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! Commimtoner of th»G«ti(iT«t LfttidtHficemny 
certain to hare been finiiduleiitly or eraaivelf 
idm ^VotwM, Tbikt thw ae^ ahaU (lot b« ao. 
nstrtiMl a* 10 eonfirfn any ttwaH entti^ 
▼ehctetoforebeBnaBiiallMlWMl'racfitHby aeud 
»TDmiBm6ner on aocoant of ftnud, -^vaaion of 
V* or other apecial cause: JIftd prtiviied further, 
>al notKine herein contained shall be-sb eon- 
ued as to deprire any aotoal aettlef iOid dulti^ 
tor of his rigm to any landoawbieh hentided 
ttiG time of an entry by anoiher person oodet 

aet to whitth AiB act is ad MlMadmant .■ 
ArPROT«D, MaKh'9t 1857. ■• - 

XXnr._An Act to establish three adtli'J 
ttonat Land .Dlatrietfl in the Territory of Ne-' 

braska. 

Be ii tnmted Senate and Htmn tff Ktprt- 
iltttives <^ the VnUed Slates nf •S^aeriea in Confirtu' 
taMtd^ That all that porlion of the Territory 
Nebraaka at present included in the OnuUia' 
itrict, wliicli lies south (ft the line which divides 
ivnsliip^ six ajid sevjen north* ext&ndcd from the 
isBouri river Vestwardt abaU constitute an ad- 
\ontl disiriet. 4o fae caQed the "NenaaJutlond 
itriclf" aJIaaid Omaha district which is situated; 
uth of (he south shore or right bank of the 
stte river,a»d north -of th« said^vnsbip line, 
tween townships six axid seven north, sh^; 
nstiiute an additional land district, to be called 
e "South Platte river land district-," and all 
at portion of said Omaha district which lies 
rth of the south boundary of the *' Omaha rer: 
rv.e," extended westward, being identical with 
i line which divides townships tweaty<thref . 
d twenty-four north, shall constitute an addi- 
nal land district, to ba oaiM the *' Dahkoita land 
ncict;'* the. location of the offices: for which 
all bcdeaignated by thePreaident of the United' 
atsjs, uid shaU by him^from tiaae to time, be 
anged as the public inleiwta may aeon to 
quire. 

Skc. 3. Jnd U it Jutther .enaeUd, That the 
esident be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
point, fay and with the advice and conaeoi of 
e Senate, or during the recess thereof, and until 
t end of the next session of Ccingress after such 
pointment, a register and a receiver for each 
id district hereby .craated, whp phall bo raqiur«tl, 
reside at the site of their offices, have^the sanie 
vers, reaponsibilities, and emolumenu, and be 
iyect to the same acta and penalties whi^h are,' 

may be, prescribed'by law in relation toother 
id olfieers of the UniLsd States. 
Sec. 3. Jlnd ht it fvrtUr awctal, That the 
csiden t is hereby authorised to cause the pubho 
ids in aaid distrtc(a»with'th«aac«^tiooot snch 
muy have been or may be reserved for other 
rpusRs, to be exposed to. sale in the samenian- 
r and upon the same terms and conditions as 
ler public lands of the United States: Protidedf 
lat uU aal^ and locauona madaat Omaha City 

lands situated within the limits of the new 
ttriitts hereby cjceatedt wbtoh ahaU be valid and 
;ht in other respects, up to the day on whlch.tlw 
w ofijcGS K)iall raepeoUvely go into opeistiDOi 
, and the same are hereby, Confirmed. 
ArpROVEDi March 3^ 

TBLic, XXIV.— An Aet to.estsbltih three addi- 
tional Land D^riets m thtf^TMritory of Kan- 
aas. 

Be it evafted hij the SMtiile mi House tf Itep'fe- 
itativei of the VniJei States (ftSmericain Cimgrtsi 
■emhM, That all that portion of the " Pawnee 
id district, "in iheTerritory of Kamtae, created 
' iha thirteenth section of the act approTrd 
«nty-fi#cDnd July, e%hteen hundred and fifty- 
ir, entitled ** An act to> establisH the offices of 
rvoyor genei*! of New Mexico,' Kansas, and 
ibraskftf t» gntfit doitattons to aetnal settlers 
■rein, atid for other purpoMS,** which ts'silii- 
•d north of the north or htt bank bf the Kanms 
rer, and enfll of the line which dividea ranges 
;ht and nine mit, shall conatitDte sMeparate SiB- 
ct, to be called the " E)ehware' Iwid district!*' 
tlint piJrtion of snid Pawnee distrint which is 
iinted south of the Bea*«at townAlp line to the 
raltcl of ihirty-ei^t degrees of north latitude, 
be hereafter neterimned by the Gemmissioner 
the Oenerol Land Officct atMtt wmstiHii* an- 



additiortat dfsitrict, to bectfled the "Orngb MM' 
diwrieiiVandall that portion Vjf sa,id PaWnee diB->^' 
trtct which lies wAst of the line dividing ranges ' 
e^t and nine east , and north of the nearesl town- 
ship |}n«tD the parallel thrrty-eigbt df^gr^es of 
north tfltiltltfe,- shall constitute a-dhtrict-to be 
ceAled' the " <^WWttem district * land district the. 
locatltm of th'^' offieea for which shall be deeig- 
oafed'by the pifestdent of the United States, and 
sihall br him, from titnc to time; tie changed as- 
the pAmic intertala may seem to reqture. 

Se6.' 9. ^dfteft/m't/ierenaeted, Thnttfae^B- 
itfent be, .and he is heV«by, etrthorizedi whenevei* 
tlHF ilublic intetcsta shall require, to appoint, by 
atiS witty the advice and consent of the senate, or 
Mrtni^tlM ireceMl'ther«ofiand until the en3 of the 
next session Qf Congress after such a{>pointment, 
ir regieurMSd a receiver for eath o'r cither of the 
districts hbreby created, who shall reapectrvely ' 
be requited' to rertde «t the eite of th?ir offices,' 
bavethe «E(n4e[wwer8,respon8ibilitiea,Bnd enral' 
uments, snd'be eebject to the same acts and pen- 
(Ati(Nj, which are or may be prescribed bylaw in 
relation to otfierland omcers of theUbitea States. 

Sec. 3. .tfndbeifjftirfAerBnaeted, That thePres- 
ident is hereby authorized to cause the public 
lands' in'the distrieta'created bythis ad, widi the 
exception of such as may have been-or may be 
reserved for other purposes, to be exposed to aide 
in the same manner and upon the same terms and 
conditions as. other pubhe Jaods* of the- United- 
States: Proridedt That all sales and lo^tioQs' 
made at the office of the old district of lands situ- 
ated within the limits of the new districts, which 
shall be valid and right Ihother respects tip to the 
day on which thf new offices shall go into oper- 
ation, be, atid tne'sltme are horobr, confinhed. 

Ar^dnED, Mavdi 3, 1857. 

Pinutt, XXV^An Aot to expedite TeleKraphii- 
Gonmtawtcation for the uaeaof tha Qovetnmant 
in its foraign inlenaorse. 
■Bc-tl eniMted'bjf Ae SeHoTe and Ifthtse of R^m- 
tentatives qftlu United States tjf ^merin in Vong^ 
atkmUtd, That the Secretary ofState, in the dls* 
cretion, and under the direelton of the President 
opIIK' United States', may contrarct with any com- 
petent person, -pereonif; orcAsociation, for the aid 
6rthe United States, by furnishing not exceeding 
two ships in laying down It submarine cable, to' 
cohneet existing telWrapbs between the coast of 
NMmnndlMhid and We coast of Ireland, and fo^ 
the use of each submarine comnqnication when 
estlHilished by tbe-Govemment of the United 
States, on' such (ermsAind conditions rts shall seem 
to the Preeidentjust and reosonnbte, ndtexceeding 
seventy thtfnsand dollars pcrannum, until the net 
phifits of such person, or persons, or aasociattoTi, 
shall be equal to adividend of 'fti*Wercent: peran- 
num,and then not exceeding fifty thousand dollars 
per arinnm fbr twenty-five years: Provided, That I 
theOoveifnment of Great Britain shall, brfore or at I 
theaame time, enter into a like contract fbr those 
purposes wit^ the same person , persons, or assoa* 
otiotr, and upon terms of exact equality with those 
stipulated by the United gtates:.«n<fprot}{tfe(f,That 
the tariff of prices for the use of such submarine 
oMomanieation by the pubtic shad \k fixed by Uie 
Secreury of the Treasury of the United States and 
the Gov«raAient of Great Britaio, of its author- 
is^ a^ntr Provided /MlUr, That the United 
States and the atizens thcrepf shall enjoy the use 
of the said submarine teWfjraph communication 
for an time on the same tcrmsnnd conditions which 
shall be stipulated in favor of the Government of 
Great- Britain, and' the subjeets-thereof, recogni- 
zing equaUiy of rights among the cittzrng of thc-| 
UnTtedStaies in the use of said submarine com- '• 
rauniention, and the lines of telegraph which may i 
at any time connect with the same nt its terminus ^ 
oil'the coast of Newfitbadtand and in the United 
Statesj in any contract ao to be entered into by 
such person, persons, or association, with that 
GJovemmeiit:- ^ovidtd further, TTiat thfc contract 
to be madcby thefirttlsh Government shall not 
be different from that already proposed by that 
Government to the New York, Newfoundland, 
«uid London' Tclegrtph Company, except such 
OTovtaions-as may oe necessary to secure to each 
Government (he trftn^isaiOn of its own mcs- 



Tfki it ahtm be In the power of Congress, afier 
ten years, to terminate saSd contract upon giving 
one year's notice to the portiea to such cooUact, 
AmeVso, Match 3, 1897. 



Pvsuc, XKTI;-.*<An Aetmakinfr ApmopriatienV' 
for tfae aerviee of the Peat Office Departm«w: 
doiii^ tke flaoat year endinff the tfatrtfedt «f' > 
asRhtevi hnna^ anl-SAy^ight. 

Be U ttucted fcw tfte Senate an4 ffovst iffRepre-- 
ttntatives' qflheViated States lifJlmericaiUCamreu 
atsetiAled, That the foUpwing sums be. ana ih^' 
same are hereby, appropriated for the PostOfficfl- 
Department for the year ending the thirtieth of' 
Jthie, el^t^nhandred and fifty-eight, out of any| ' 
moneys tn the Treasury arisiogfirom the revenueli' 
ofthe HBiid Department, in conibrmlty to the aet ' 
of the aeeotad of Jtity, eighteen hutidrtd arid 
thirty-six: , * " ' 

" ?Vir transportaUofl OfthemalH, (inland,) sbrdn 
nKlIion six hnndrM and twentV-two thoasahd; 
twb htfndred and forty-seven dolfrfrh. 

compensation of postmasters, two milUbHf' 
one hundred and forty thousanjl ddlltijrr: 

Tor Miip^ steamboat, and way letters, twhlCy 
thousand dollars. * 

For wtappi^-pttper, fbrty^fire tbodstaitt'-dbl-" 
law. 

For office ftimfture ia the post efflcsM, six thou- 
sand dblliirs. 

For advertising, eighty thousand doHarrf. 

For ml^-bags, flfty-fivC thousand dollars. 
■ 'For blanks, and paper for the same, ninety-five'' 
thousand dollars. 

For mail-l6eka» kfeys, and stamps, fifteen thou- ' 
sand dollars, 

FVir mail drpredktions and ttweial agentri, sixty- 
fire thousand dollars. * 
- For derks in th« offices of postmasters, Mnren 
h'dndrn and sixty-five Aousand dollars. 

For posta^ stamps and stamped envelopes,, 
ninety-five thousand dollars. 

For miscenaneousitems, one hundred'and sev-' 
enty thousand dollars. f j» ' 

Sac 9. .And fretf^rtfterenoeted, That the sum'' 
of six hundred end sixty-six thousand eiehthun-* 
dred and eighty-three dollars be, and the same" 
is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any" 
money in the Treasury not otherwise apprepii- 
abd, to anpply deficiencies in the revenue of the' 
Post Office Department fof> tUe year endmff lthtl' 
thirtieth of June, eighteen faundrea atfd fiftfi- 
■even. 

' Sec. 3. .^mfle it farther enacted. That iftlit*' 
revenijes of the Post Office Department shall be ' 
insufficient to meet the apprnpriathinsof thiaactj' 
the sum of t*o mrtlion fire hundred thousand' 
dolhire; dr so mubh thereof as may be nccessaryi 
be. Mid ' the same is hereby, appropriated , to be ' 
paid out of any money in the Trensury not oth- ' 
erwise nppronrialftd, to supply deficiencies in the 
revenue of the Post Office Department for tho' 
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-eight. 

Sec. 4. ^ndbeilfitrlhtreHttetei.'ntAllbeVotlb'' 
master Gfeneral be; and he is hereby, authorized 
to estaMish'and put in operation a semi-monthly ' 
mail, by ssa, from San Francisco, in the State of 
California, to Olympia, in theTerritory of Wash- 
ington, touching at Humboldt Bay, Trinidad,' 
ana Crescent City, In l)ie State of California; 
Port Orford, Gardiner City, or Umpqjia, and As- 
teria, in the Territoiy of Oregon-, Shoal-water 
Bay, PortTownsend, in the Territory of "WosR- 
in^on^ and at such other points as shall be 
designated by the Postmaster Qenetali Prwirferf; ' 
That the cdntract fbr the said service beadver-' 
tised by the Postmaster General in pursuance of 
existing laws, and let to the lowest bidder: ^nd 
provided fmrther, That the whole coat of said scr- 
vioe shaft wo* exceed the sum of one hundred and 
twonty-five thousand dollars per annum, which 
sum n hereby appropriated fof that purpose, to 
be paid out of any mbney in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriatedt PrWidfd further, That 
the Postmaster General tnay, if he shall deem it 
for the puMle interest, contract fbr safd service 
with the lowett bidder, iu aforesaid, under the- 
advertised proposals heretofore made for mail 
service between Ihe'points afSwesald.- 
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master General be authorized And diraeted to con- 
tinue the mail service between Charleston, Key 
West, and Havana, during the months of Aufuat 
and September in each year for residue of the 
present contract term of the southern section by 
•eompeteat steanur, as it is now betog perforhied 
during ten months of the year; and that to enable 
him to do 80, a sum not exceeding ten thoaaand 
dollars per annum is hereby apfwopriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otaerwiss appro- 
priated. 

Skc. 6. ^ndbe itfiuihertiueUd, Thatthe foarth 
section of the act of Couiesa approred fifth of 
August, eighteen fanndreaand fifty-four, entitled 
"An act making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
yw ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five»" be and the same is 
hereby continued for one year frpm August fifth, 
ei^teen hundred and finy-seven. 

Sbc.7. ^ndhtUfiirtkeraiaeUd, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to reexamine and.adjust all questions arising out 
of fines imposed upon the contractors for carry- 
inc the mails upon the Mississippi river. 

SecB. Jnd he ilfitrther tnieUd, That the Post- 
master General be, and is hereby, authorized and 
direetad to examine the appbcattbna of Vassal D. 
Pinkham, coouaetor for carrying the Uniud 
States mail on route nsty*atven, betweeir Bangor 
and Calais, in the State of Maine, and of Lewia 
W. Ludlow, contractor for carrying the LToited 
States mails on route one thousand two hundn»d 
and forty-two, from Auburn to South Lansing, 
in the Slate of New York, to be. released from 
their respectiva contracu, and in his discretion 
to release cither or both of them therefrom. 

Sbc. 9. Jliui be it furthtr enacted^ That the eighth 
section of the act of the eighteenth of August, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-stz, entitled " An act 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 
O&tx Department,'* Ac,, be construed as man- 
datory; and that the Postmaster Greneral be, and 
he hereby is, required to pay to the said Giddings 
the sum of thirty-three thousand and five hundred 
djoJlars^r annum in lieu of the contract pay, on ' 
mail route number twelve thousand nine- hundred, 
as directed by said section, deducting payments 
heretofore made. 

Sxc. 10. JndbeitfurthtrenacUd, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to contract for the conveyance or the entire letter 
ntaU from such point on the Miesiasippi river as 
the eontraciois may select, to San Francisco, in 
the SttUe of California, for six years, at a cost no c 
exceeding three hundred thousand dollars per 
annum for semi-monthly, four hundred and fifty 
thousand dollara for weekly, or six hundred thou- 
sand dollars for serai-weekly service; to be per- 
formed semi-monthly, weekly, or semi-weekly, 
at the option of the Postmasur General. 

Sbc. U. AndbeitfitrtkvenactMd, Thattheoon- 
tnet shall requure the service to be performed with 
good four-horse coaches, or spring wagons, suit- 
able for the conveyance of passengera, as well as 
the safety and security of the mails. 

Sbc. 13. JndbeitfuTtkertnaeUd, That the con- 
tractors shall have thftright of preoption to three 
hundred and twenty acres of^ any land not then 
disposed of or reserved, at each point necesnary 
for a station, not to be nearer than ten miles from, 
sach other; and- provided, that no mineral lands 
■halt be thus' preempted. 

Sbc. 13. «9nd bt U further enseled. That the said 
service shall be performed within iwenty-fivftdays 
for each 4rip; and that, befora entering into such 
contract, the Postmaster General shall be satis- 
fied of the ability and disposition of the parties 
bona fide and in good faith to perform the said 
contract, and ^all require good and sufficient 
security for the performance of the same; the 
service to commence within twelve months after 
the signing of tlio contract. 

Sbc. 14. ^ad be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General of the United States be, and 
he hereby is, authorized and directed to accept 
the lowest bid offered and now on record, (pro- 
vided the same shall not exceed twenty-tnree 
thou^nd dollara a year, for weekly services,) to 
convey the United States mails in good and suf- 
ficient steamer or steamera, under ine advertise- 
ment of tht PoatmsMMT Qmcnl of Jwmary aim- 



teen, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, for "pro- ! 
posels for conveying the United States mails' 
on Puget Sound, Washin^n Territory, "and to 
contract with the bidder's thereof to put into 
immediate operation the said aervice on Puget 
Sound, Washington Territory, eommenciu at 
Olympia, and supplying Steilacoom, Seattle, Fort 
Madison , Port C^nible, Port Ludlow, Port Town- 
aend ,Pen n 's Cove , Beltingham Bay , (Whatcom , ) 
New Duogeneoa, and such other places oa aaid 
route as the Postmaster Qeneral may direct; said 
service to be paid for out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropnated; Provided, 
That the said service shaU ne performed in firsl- 
class steamboats, undeftbe eighth section of the 
act apprpved March third, eightsen bundnd and 
foriy-nve. 

Sbc 15. ^nd be iljWtfcweiwetod, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be directed to pay to 
George Whitman the sum of ten thousand one 
hundred dollara, being the amount of a draft 
issued in his favor by the Postmaster General on 
the eleventh of August, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-aight, upon the postmaster at Xfew Orleans, 
in payment of services rendsfcd by said Whit- 
man as mail contractor, less two tliouaand dollars 
paid thereon, which dxaft was not satisfied by 
the drawer. 

ArpRovxo, March.3, 1857. 

Pi7BLic,X3CVIL— An Act making Appropriations 
for Fortifications and other works of Defense, 
and for Repairs of Barracks and (Quarters, for 
the year ending the thirtieth uf June, ei^teen 
hundred and finy-eigbt. 

Be il tnacted fry the Senate and Houu of Repre- 
eenfotives qfthe United Statet tif ^mericnin Congrets 
oMiembled, That the following sums be, and tboy 
are hereby, appropriated, out of an^ money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropnatedrfor the 
eoDsimction, preservation, and repaim of certain 
fortifications, oarncks, and qnartera, for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fiity-etghL: . 

For Fort Montgomery, outlet of X^ke Cham- 
pltun, fifty thousand dollara. 

For Fort Knox, at the Narrows of the Penob- 
scot river, Maine, fiAy thousand dollara. 

For fortifications at the entrance of KK&nebec 
river, Maine, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For the commencement of a fortification on 
Hog Island Led^, in Portland harbor, Maine, 
fifty thousand dollar^. 

For Port Warren, BostMi harbor, and pre- 
servation of its site, ten thousand dollars. 

For Fort Winthrop, Governor's Island, Boston 
harbor, thirty thousand dollara. 

Far fortifications at the entrance of New Bed- 
ford harbor,- one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For Fort Adams, protection of nte, Newport 
harbor, Rhode Island, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For Fort Schuyler, East riverr New York har- 
bor, twenty thousand dollara. 

For Fort Richmond, Staten Island, New York 
harbor, one hundred and fifty thousand ddbtra. 

For fortifications at Sandy Hook, New Jersey, 
outlet of New York harbor, two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollara. 

For tho commencement of a fort opposite Fort 
Schuyler, New York, one hundred ana fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the erection of a fort on the site of Fort 
Tompkins, in the State of New York, otM hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollara. 

For Foil Delaware, on Delaware river, two 
hundred thousand dollara. 

For Fort Carroll, Sollen' Point Bats, Bajtimora 
harbor, Maryland, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollara. 

For Fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia, 
one hundred thouaand dollara. 

For Fort Sumpter, Charleston harbor, South 
Carolina, one hundred ihouiand dollara. 

For Fort Pulaski, Savannah rifer, Georgia, 
twenty-six thousand dollars. 

For Fort CI inch, entrance to Cumberland Sound, 
Florida, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
' For Fort BarrancaB,Pensacolaharbor,Florida, 
thirty-three thousand dollars. 

For Fort Qaioss, Dauphin. Island, tDtniiee to 



Mobile Bay, Alabama, one hundred thousanddid. 
lara. 

For defenses at Proctor's, ^juidine, LaJie 
Bofigne, Louisiana, twenty-five thousand doilw. 

For Fort Livingston, Graiid-Tene Island, Bu- 
raiaria Bay, Louisiana, and preservation irfiu 
site, twenty thousand dollars. 
. For Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida, two hai- 
dred thousand dollara. 

For Fort Jefferaon, Garden Eey,Fli>ridi,ifare( 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For fortifications at Aleatrax Island, Ssn Ftu- 
Cisco Bay, California, two hundred thousand dol- 
lara. 

For fort at Fort Point, Son Praneisco Bav, Cd- 
ifornia, three hundred and fifty thousand aolUn. 

For repalraatFort Hamilton, at theNamitn, 
New York harbor, ten thousand dollars. 

For repaira at Fort La FVt]rette, New YeA 
harbor, ten (thousand dollara. 

For repaira of Fort Wood, Bedlow'i litisd, 
New York harbor, five thousand dollars. 

For barracks, quarters, and hoaniu) at Fort 
Columbus, Gtovernor 's Island , New York hirboi, 
fourteen thousand dollara. 

Forpurchaae of additional land for site of Fnt 
Tompkiiie, forty-two thouaand three hundred Jci- 
lara. 

For modificHlioR of Fort. Madisofl, AimBpoUi 
harbor, Maryland, twenty thousand doUsn. 

For artesian well at Fort Monroe, ten thonwd 
dollara. 

For repaira of Fort Jackson, Savannah rinfi 
Georgia, eighteen thoneand di:>]lara. 

Forthe fortification of Ship Island, eoastoflTs- 
Hjeaippi, one hundred thousand dollan. 

For fortifications for the defense of the imw 
passes tnio Mobile bay, (known as Grant's Pw 
and Pasa au Heron,) one hundred thousand dol- 
lara. *■ 

Forrepairjof Fort Pickens, PeneacolahaiW, 
Flopida, fifteen thousand dollan. 

For repaira and extension of Fort St. Pra^t 
Mississippi river, Louisiana, twenty-fire ihi- 
sand dollara. . - 

For repaira of Fort Macomb and preserratiflB 
of site, Chef Menleur Pass, LooisiBiia, tma 
thousand dollara.- 

For repaira of Tower Dupre, Bayoa 
Louistana.and perfecting title of site,twelmiliH- 
sand dollara. 

For fortifications for the defense of the emnnce 
to Galveston harbor and bay, Texas, eighty thoa- 
Band dollara. . . , 

To purchase a rite and eonstroct addiuonu 
defenses for Atn Francisco, California, three bus- 
dred thousand dollara. ' 

For contingent expenses of fortifications, W . 
preservation of sites, profectton of titles, and * 
paira of sudden damages, thirty thousand dollm- 

For repaira and alterations of barracks, quI^ 
tera, hospitals, store rooms,and fences at pe""'" 
rent forta not occupied by troops, nineteen liio"- 
tand dollara. 
' For the construction of pennanent plsttiiJ* 
fbr modem cannon of large c^iberio ''■e«w<'^ 
fortifleations of important harliors, one bmnn* 
thousand dollara. 

ArraovBD, Bloreh 9, 1857. 



Pusuo, XXVIU.— An Actreduetng iIwI?««T« 
Imports, and for other purposes. 

Be U enacted fry the Beiude and Himit ilf^ 
sentatinetqfthe UniUd Statet <^,Siiiericat»<^^ 
asatmbUd, That on and after the firat i^f^T 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, ad 
Ues shaU be imposed , in lieuof those nowimFTj 
upon goods, wares, and merebsndise iwP'''r; 
fVom abroad into the United Swtes, as w'W'?' ^ 

Upon the articles enumerated in ^"^.''tJ 
and B, of the tarifl' act of eighteen *>'"'<'7„!^ 
forty-six, a duty of thirty per centum, ^^^'q^ 
those enumerated in schedules C, Pi ' ' 
and H, of aaid act, the duties »f 
ceptum, nine^n per centum, fifteen P"' j 
twelve per centum, eight l»r ""Tl^rwoni 
per centum, reapecuvely, with sucn 
aa hereinafter made ; and «11 artid^ w '^^^ 
as aforesaid, and not enumeniwd is "J^-^f 
schedules, nor in scbednle I,. slwli 1*7^ ' 
AiUw p«r oentom. 
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EC. 2. Jwi he it fiirtkvr «iw(ki, That «Jl 
iiifacturt'S composed wholly of coitoni which 
bl«ache«lt printed, painted, or dyed, and de 
ea, shall be, traneferred to sehedole' Ja- 
ned leather. or akipa of all kiiida, shall be 
isferred to schedule D; ginger, green, ripe, 
i, preaenrnl or pMtJd«d; oehera, and ochrey 
its; medi.oina] roots, leares, gams, and renns 
crude state not otherwise provided for; wares, 
nieal, earthen or pottery, of acapnoity exeeed- 
ten ^lons, ahalt be transferred to aohedale 
twrate of lime and codilla, or tow of henap or 
, shall be transferred to schedule F; antimony, 
le, or regulus of; barks of all kinds not othei> 
s provided for; camphor, enide; oantharides; 
lonate of abdiii e mei^, in lomp or pulverized; 
Ls, ereen, ripe, or dnedi gums, Arsbf«, Bar- 
^, copal, East India, Jodoo, Senegal, substi- 
, trofacanth, and all other gums ^nd resins, 
cruoia stole; machinery sxeluslvsly designed 
expressly imported for the maoufltcture of 
and linen goods; apAnges; tin in plates or 
itSigalvaoixMi or ungalvanizcd; woods, name- 
edar, lignum vitn, ebony, box,granadilla, ma- 
«ny, rosewood, satin wood, and all cabinet 
du, shall be, tmosferred to schedule G; acida, 
ir, benzoic, boracic, citric, mariatie, white 
yeHow, oxalic, pynriigmous and ifjiaric, 
all other acids &f every .de*cription iifed for 
nical or manufaeturibg purposes not olher- 
; provided for; aloes; Rmb«riambei;gris;anise- 
i ; annalto, roucou or Orleaps; Acaeme; arcielss 

10 aoruda atate usad-in-dyaiKoriAniung w>t 
Twiee provided for;- asaf«tid»; aspbaftam; 
IIol; bleaching powder, or chloride,. pf lime; 
IX, crude; boucQo leaves; brimstone, crude,in 

11 canoeoi, mosaics, diamonds, gems, pearls, 
es, and other precious stones,( not j«t;J chalk ; 
; cochineal* cocoa, cocoa-nuts, ana «ocoa 
la; cork tree bark; ciaam. of tartar; extract 
idieo; extracts ukI dcoocLtons of loeWDod and 
r dye woods, not otherwise provicud for;ex- 
L ofmadder; fiint, grouiidi grindatones; gutta 
ha, unmanufactured; India-rubber, io botilBSt 
a, or sheets, UDtoanufaciured; India-iubber, 

of; indigoi.lsc apirita;lao s^lphur; lostinss 
n strips or patterns of the n^xe.apd shape ^ 
'8, slippers, ix>ots, bootees, (^itera, or buttoss, 
ustvely, not combiaed with India-rubber; 
ufacLurca of mohair cloth, silk twi8i,'or other 
ufaclures of cloth, suitable for the manufhc* 
of ahoes, cut in slips or patterns of the size 

shape for shoea, slippers, boots, bootees, 
'.rs , or buUnns, exclusively, not combined with 
a-rubbcr; muaic, printed with lines, bound or 
lund ; oils, palm, teal, and cocoa-nut; Prussian 
; 8od:tasli; spices of all kinds; watch mate- 
, nnd unfinished parts of watches; and wood, 
iisul, shall be transferred to schedule H. 
•.c. 3. tSndbt it further enacted, Thn.t on and 

tho first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
-seven, the goods, wares, and merchandise 
lioned in schedule I,-made part hereof, shall 
cempt from duty, and entitled to free entry: 

1 books, maps, charts, matheiltatical nautical 
u nrien ts , philoaoph ical apparatus, and all other 
lea whatever, imported forthe useof the United 
tm; all philosophical apparatus, instrumenu, 
iBj maps, and charts; statues; statuary; busts 
cttBta of marble, bronze, alabaster, or plaster 
Kria; paintings and drawings; etchings; spa- 
ns oi sculpture; cabinets of coins, medals, 
s, and all collections of anti9uiuea; provided 
tcune be specially imported id good faith for 
ise .of any society incorporated .or ealaUiahed 
ihiloBophical or literary purposes, or for the 
uragement of the fine arts, or for the use or 
iie order of any coUete, academy, school, or 
n&ry of learning, in the United States; animal 
Du , (bone black;) animals, living, of all kinds; 
I, or crude tartar; artUlea in a crude atate, 
in dyeingor tanning, not otherwise provided 
bark, Perurisn; bells, old, and bell metal; 
lea, nuts, flowera, plants, and vegetables used 
asively in dyeing or in composing dyes, but 
rticle shall be elaased aa aueh that haa uoder- 
: any manuAtctnce; bismuth} bittsr apples; 
ng* cloths ;bones, burnt,and bonedust; books, 
s, and charts, imported by authority of the 
t £«ibrary ComiuitM ^ Congm^ fw Ut« ma 



of the^brary of Congress; provided, that if, in 
aoy ease, a cootnct shall have been made with 
any bookseller, importer, or othv person, for 
books, maps, or charts, in which contract the 
bookseller, importer, or other person aforesaid, 
shall havs poia the duty, or included the duty in 
said contract, in aueh case the duty shall not be 
remitted; hrass, in bara and pigs, or when old 
and fit otnly to be raioanufaoliired; Brazil wood, 
braziUetio, aod -sU other dys-voods in aiuffa; 
bullion, gold and ailver; burr stones, wrought 
or unwrought, but unnmnBfactured ; cabineu of 
coins, medals, and all other collcciiona of anti- 
quiiies; coffee and lea, when imported direct/rom 
uie plaoe of ^nr growth or production in Amer- 
ican voasels, or in foreign vessels entiiled by 
recipncd treaties to be sxcmpt froifa discrirain- 
atiog duties, tonnsge, and other charges; coffee, 
tl^ growth or production of the possessions of 
the Netheriands, imported from the ■Tfaiherlands 
in the same manner; eoina, gold, silvcri.and cop- 
per; copper ore; copper, when imported for the 
Untied States Mint; copper, in pigs or bars, or 
when old and fit only to be reoMuiufaetared; 
cotton; cutch; dragon's blood; felt, adhesive, for 
sheathing vessels; dax unmanuiacuired; garden 
seeds, and all other seeds for agricultural, -horti- 
cultural, medicinal, aod reiuiufacturing purposes, 
not otherwise provided for; glass, wuen old and 
fit only to be renanufactured; goods, wares, and 
marehandiae, the growth,proUuoe, or manufacture 
of the United States, exported to a foreign coun- 
try, and broQght back to the :Umted-Siates in the 
sonu' condition aa^whsQBxpprledjUppn which no 
drawback or bounty h^ been allowed; provu}sd, 
thalall rasnlotiona lofacevtain theidentity dieraof, 
prescribed by existii^- laws, or which may, be 

Creoeribed by the Secretary of the Treasury ,4hall 
e complied with; gi|aoo; hotiaehold efiecu, old, 
and in use, of ppiaona or funilies from foreign 
countriea, if useaabroad by them and nocintcnd«d 
for onyother peraon or peraons, or for sale; loe; 
[ice;] ivory ,'unmanQ^tared;Junk, old; linseed— 
but not embmcing flaxseed; madder rpot|Biadd«r, 
ground or prepocod; maps and cbartt; models of 
inveotioDS and other ioiprovemems in the ortsi 

Srovided,that no other article or articles shall ba 
aemed a model improvement which can be 
fitted for use; oakum; oil, speHnaceti, whale, and 
other fish of American fisaeries, and all other 
articles the produce of such fisheries,; parn^ogs 
and statuanr;palm leaf, unmanufacuired;p«soiMl 
and hooaeboTd effects (not merchandise) of citi- 
zens of the United States dying abroad; plaster 
ofParia, or sulphatcofUme,ungroHnd;platina, un- 
manufactured ; rags, of whoever material, except 
wool ; rattans and reads, unmanufactuivd ; abeath* 
ing copper, but no copper to be considered auch, 
and admitted free, except tn sheeta of fbrty<-eigbt 
inches long and fourteen inohea wide, and weigh- 
ing from fourteen to thirty-foqr ounces the square 
foot; sheathing metal^ not wholly, or in part of 
icon ang«lvBmed;->faiDgloboUs and slave bolts; 
silk.-mw, or aa reeled from the cocoon, not being 
doubled, twisted, or advannd in manufoetnre in 
any way; specimens of natural history, miner- 
alogy, or botany; substances expressly used for 
manures; titi, m piga, bars, or. hlocKs; trees, 
shrubs, bulba, plants, and roou not otherwise 
provided for; wearing apparel in actual use, and 
other personal effects, (not merchandise;) pro- 
fessional books, implements, instruments, and 
tools of trade, occupation, or employment, of 
persons arriving in the United States: i'rotiiiiid, 
That this exemption shall not be construed to 
include macbineiy, or other articles imported for 
ate in any manufacturing establishment, or for 
sale; sheep's wool, unoaaaufactured, of the value 
of twenty cents per pound, or leas, at Xhe port of 
exportation , and hair of the alpaca, the goat, and 
other like animals, unmanufactured: Provided, 
That any wool of the sheep, or hair of the alpaca, 
the goat, and other like animals, which shall be 
imported, in any other than the ordinary coridi- 
tioOrOfl now and heretofore practiced, or which 
shall be changed in its character, for the purpose 
of evading the duty, or whfch shall be reduced 
in value 1^ llM'inteotionikl admixtflr* of dirt or 
any foreien substance to twenty cents per pound, 
or less, soall be subjcet to pay a duty of twenty- 
four per centum ad ra1orem» anything in this mot 
to the contrary notwithftandiiig. 



Skc. 4. ^beti>Wth«reii«Msd,ThatallgoDd«,. 
wares, and merthondiae which shall be in tba > 
public stores on the first day of July aforesaid* 
shall he subject, on entry thereof for eooanmptiont 
to no other duty than if the same had been im- 
ported, respectively, after that day. 

Sec- Sr It Ufiirtiur m^ettd. That on tha 
entry of any goods, wares, and merchandise im- 
ported on »DdaAertbeftr**d^/ of July aforeaud. 
the decnatooof tlwcoU«etor« the miatoma at tha 
port of importation and entry, aa te their liability 
10 duty or exemptitm therefrom, shall be final 
and conclusive against the owner, importer, eon* 
eigaee, oragentof any such goods, wares,andmer- 
chandise, unless the owner, imporiar, consignee* 
or agent shall, within ten daya aAcr auch entry* 
give notice to the collector, in wriciDg, of hia dia- 
eatisfaeUon with such decision, setting forth there- 
in, distinctly and specifically, his grounds of ob- 
jection, thereto, and aholl, within thirty daya after 
the date ■neh daciuoD, appeal therefrom to tba 
Secretary of tba Treasury, whoas decision on 
such appeal shall bs final and conclusive; and Uia 
said goods, wares^d merchandise shall be liable 
to duty or exempted therefrom accordingly, any 
act of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding^ 
unless suit Sludl be brought within thirty days 
after such decision for any duties that may hava 
been paid, or may thereafter b« paid, on aoid 
goods, or within thirty daya after the dotu* 
shall have bpen paid io eaaaa where au<4> good* ' 
shall be in bond. 

.AmoTBD, March 3, 1857. 



FoBLic, XXiX. — An Act makiug a jgrant of . 
Land to the Territory of Minnesota, in sltem- 
al«aection«,toe^intheconsiniction ofcertUD ' 
Railroads in said Territory, and granting Pub- 
lie Lands in alternate aectiooa to the State .of ' 
Alabama, to aid in the constmetbn of a eortata ■ 
. Railroad in said ^te. 

fie it enacted by the StitaU and ifawe Aqm- 
taUativtt qf the Umttd Statu tff America i% Cmgrtm 
onemUed, That there be, and is hereby, granted < 
to theTerritcHy of Minnesota, for the purpose of ■ 
aiding in theeoastruetion of railroads, from Still- 
water, by way of Saint Paul and Saint A ntbony, 
to a point between the foot of Big Stone Lake and 
the mouth of Sioux Wood river, with a biaoch, 
via Saint Cloud and Crow Wing, to the navigable 
wottiBfifthe Red RiveroftbeNorth,at auch point , 
aa the Legislataie of aaid Territory may determ- 
ine; from Saint Paul and from Saint Anthony* 
via Minneapolis, to a convenient point of joiKtion 
west of the Mississippi, to the Bouthern boundary 
of tlie Territory in the direction of the mouth of 
the Big Sioux river, with a branch, via Faribault* 
to- the-north line of the State of Iowa, west of 
range sixteen; from Winona, via Saint Peters, to 
a point on the Big Sioux river, eoath of tha forty- 
fifth parallel of north latitude; also from La Cres- 
cent, via Tai|^ Lalce, up the valley of Root river, 
toapointof jODCtion with the lastmeBtioned road* 
east of range aeventeen, every alternate section of 
land, designated by odd numbers, for six sections 
in width on each side of each of said roads end 
branches; but in caae it sbalt appear that the Uni- 
ted Statea have, when the lines or routes of said 
roads and branches are definitely fixed, sold any 
sections, or any parU thereof, granted as afora- 
aaid, or that the right of preiiinption bes attached 
to the same, then tt shall be lawful for anyagent, 
or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of said 
Territorv or future State, to eelect, subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from tha , 
lands of the United Stales Devest to the tiers of 
sections above specified, BO much land, in alternate 
sections, or parts of sections, as shall be equal to 
auch lands as the United States have sold, or other" 
wise appropriated, or to which the rights of pre- 
emption have attached, as aforesaid; which lands 
(thus selected io lieu of those sold, and to which 
preemption rights have attached, as aforesaid* 
together with the aections, and porta of sections, 
designated by odd numbers, aa aforesaid, and 
appropriated as eforesaid) shall be held by the 
Territory or future State of Minnesota, for tha 
use and purpoee aforesaldt Previded, That the 
land to be so located shall, in no case, be further 
than fifteen miles from the lines of said rooiia or 
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ofMta roada or bniwlies: P^wiMiWMer.'That 
the lands hereby granted for and on account oT 
aaid roads and branches, Bervrally, shall be e'X- 
cluAively appned in the conBtruetion of that road 
foraudonafecAuntof which meh lands arftherebr 
gnnted , and f hall be diapoied o( onTy aa the work 
pto^niw, and the aatne shall be ajvplied to no 
other purpose vhcAsoever: JIni ffrotiaedfiif^xr. 
That aar and all landi heretofore reserved to the 
United ^tes, byanyaciof Onjifreaa.aBd in any 
other manner by competent authority, for the 
parpo30 of aiding in any object of internal im- 
ppt>Tetnent| or fbr any other purpose whatsoever, 
bet end the same are herebr, reserved to the Uni- 
ted States froM the operation of this act, except 
so ftur as it may be found neoessaty to locate the 
rtrates of said railtnadsand branches through sach 
leserved lands, in which ease the right of way 
, only shall be granted, subject to the approval of 
the Presideift of the United States. 

8bc. 9. JMbtUfiufher iMdetei, That the see- 
tjons end parts of sections of land which by atich 
grant shall remain to the United States, within 
sIt miles oc each atdeof said roads and branches, 
shall not be sold fbr leas than double the mintmum 
priee of the public lands when sold; nor ehatl any 
of said lands become subject to privne entry until 
the aame shall hare been first offered at public 
aile at the increased price. 

' Ssc. 3. Jlnd beitfiir^r enecied, Thatihesaid 
loads hereby ^nted to the said Territory or 
future State shall be subject to the fbtaredisposat 
of the Lejpslature thereof fer the porpoeet herein 
expressed, and no other; and the aaid railroads 
aqd branches shall be and remaia public high- 
ways for tlie use of the GoTernmcnt of the United 
States, free from toll or other charge upon Uic 
transportation ' of any property or troops of the 
United Sutcs. 

Sec. 4. JlndbeUjStrtJurenaettd, That the Iknds 
hereby granted to said Tcrritqry or future Stata 
shall oe disposed of by said Territory or future 
State only in the manner fbllowirg, that is to say: 
that a quantity of labd not exceeding one hun- 
dred ana twenty sections for each of said roads 
and branches, and inctnded within a continuous 
length of twenty miles of each of said roads and 
bnnehes, maybe so,ld; and when the Governor 
of Tenifory or nture State shall certify to 
the Secretary of the-Interiortbatanytwentr con- 
tinuous miles of any of aaid roads or brsncnea Is 
completed, then another quantity of land hereby 
granted, not to exceed one hundred and twenty 
sections for each of aaid roads and branches 
having twenty continuoua mites completed, as 
ofbresaid , and included within a continuous length 
o^twenty miles of each of such roads or branches, 
may be sold; and so, from lime to time, until said 
roedfl and branches arc completed; and if any 
of said roads or branches is not eompleied within 
teil yean, no flirther sale shall be made. And the 
lanas unsold shall levcit to the United States. 

Sec. 5. ^nd he UJ\irther enacted. That the Uni- 
ted Statea mail afaall be transported over said 
roads and branches, under the direction of the 
Post Office Department, at such price aa Con- 
gress may by law direct: Provided, That ohtil 
BtKjh price is fixed by law, the PostmasterGreneral 
stinll nave the power to determine thfe eatnc. 

Sec. 6. And he it farther enacted, That in case 
any lands on the line of said roads or branches 
arc within any Indian territory, no title to the 
same shall accrue, nor shall the same be entered 
u^oTi by the authority of said Territory or State 
until the Indian title to the same shall nave been 
eSttfrtguiehed. 

Sec. 7. ^luf fee «^ir(Aer<n«*ed, Thattherehc, 
and is hereby, granted to the State of Alabama, 
fdr the purpoee of aiding iri the construction of a 
rtllroatl " from the line of Georria, on the Chat- 
taltoochcc river.to the city ofMobile, Alabama," 
"through the counties of Henry, Dole, CofTeC, 
Covinffton, Conncuh, Baldwin, and Mobile," 
■ and a branch railroad " from Eufauin to Mont- 
CTmery," "through the countioB of' Barbour, 
Pike, Mocon, nnd Montgomery," chartered by 
the iState of Alabamn, by an act entitled *' An act 
to authorize the Savannah and Allmny Railroad 
Company to extend their railroad from the Hne 
of Gco^a, on the Chattahoochee rivfr, to the 
cify of Mobile, Alabama, and to extotidn branch 
TftM rron EaflntW to M^atsamttf'i tipproved ' 



DeoembA- twentieth, sighHeti l iu Hd w J'<u>J flfty-' 
three, dternate sections of the pubNe lands to tbe' 
same extent, and in the same mhnher, and upon 
the same limitatiorts and reeiriMions in., every 
mpecttsswas ^nted to aid fn ttie eonstiuctiott 
of other nilroads under an net of CongfsM enti- 
tled *'Aa act granting publle landtin alfemtite 
sections to the State of A1abann,'to-ftid in the' 
conAmctlon of ceHain rnihfoads' in'Sald Sljtte'," 
a^roved June thn*e, Eighteen MinS)^«M <Ry^ 

Appbovbd, March S, 1^. 



PnuO. XXXi— An Act' to divide ttm State 
Missouri into two Jodipial Diairioia. i 
Be U aueied bv'lht SeMte tnd Hinttt if JOpt^- 
scHMms ^ IIU t^iiited SlsM y ^iMrfeo^n €^iii^«lt 
omenMedt That the Stats of Miisoori is hereliy' 
divided into tvro Judicial districts in the fbUow- 
ins manner, to wit: the counties of Sdinvler, 
Adair, Knox, Shelbyi Monroe, Andridn, motat- 
gqn>ery, Gasconade, FrBi*Un,'W'ashlngton,Iley- 
nbldai. Shannon, and Oregon, ah t^e siriate mte' 
botutded OR the flrtl day of Jmwirj, eighteen 
hundred and Iffty-veven, with all that part of the' 
State tyingeast of the above-nientionea cotmties, 
shall compose one district, to be called the east- 
ern district of Missouri; and a coutt Shall be faeld 
for the said district at the city ^ St. Louis, in 
said Sute. All the remaining part of said State- 
shall compose another district, to be called the 
western diatrick of Missouri, and a court shall be 
held for the same iii the city of Jefferson, iii a)ud 
Stats; 

Beti. 9. ^ni »e If farlker efiseted, That there 
sBall be two terms of the district court begun and 
held'fti and fbr said western district at the city of 
JeflTeraon, on the first Mondays of March and 
^ptember of each*year; and there shaQ be three 
terms of the district court b^n and held in and 
for said eastern district, at the city of St. Louis, 
on the third Mondays of February, May, and 
November, of each year; end the said courts are' 
hereby authorized to hold oiQeumed terms when 
the business before the court shall, in the opiiuon 
of the court, require it. 

See. 3. Anibe it fitrthermaOed, Thtttall suits 
andDtfaerproceedtnga,ofwh!rteverivi^eoTnatDre, 
now penalty in the district eotlrt of the United 
Statas for the present district of Missouri, shall 
be tried and disposed of in the district court fbr 
said western district, in the same manner as the ' 
same would have been in case said State had not 
been divided into two districts; and fbr that pur* 
pose the jurisdiction is reserved to said district 
court in the said western district; and all process 
and other proceedings taken or issued or made 
returnable to the district court for the present dis- 
trict of Missouri, shall be returnable at the next 
term of said district court in and for said western 
district of Missouri. 

Sr.c. 4. ^nd fte if ^rlAw enacted, Tbattrpon the' 
application of any party to any suit now pending 
in the district court tor the present diatrfct of Mis- 
sduri, and which would httvebeen commenced in [ 
thc'craid eastern district if this act had been in 
force before the'Commeticeraebt of jnid suit, the 
district cotirt fbr Aud western district m^y, and 
ifalfpartics consent, shall order that the same be 
removed for further proceedings to the district 
court for the said eastern district, and thereupon 
the clerk of the district court for sold western 
district shall transmit all the papers in the cause, 
with a transcript of the order of the removal, to 
the clerk of the district court of said eastern dis- 
trict, and all further proceedings shall be bad in 
said court as if the stilt had beeti ot^nally com- 
menced thertin. 

Sco. 5. he U'fnrAer noetd!,' That the 

Crrsent judge of the district of Missouri be, and, 
e is hereby, assigned to hold said district Court 
in find for the western district of Missouri, and 
shall exercise the same jurisdiction, and perform 
thfe Bame duties, within said western district as 
ht: now exercises and performs within his present 
district. ■ 

Sec. 6. ^ndlteff/urfhrrenaefed, ThatfinaTprb- 
cess upon any judgment or decree entered in the 
district court of the United States for the district 
of Missouri, and all otherproccss for the enforce- 
ment of any order'of said courti iiil any eaose" 



new pHnttu^hmifi) ensepi einuafl reineved as 
bereinbefbn provided, shall be issoed from and 
made retarnable to the district court for sard 
western disuict of Misaoari,aBd may ran and be 
executed by the niiital^J of saia'tfwtem disuict 
in flM^imi of '«dd Btite. 

of district jifdM of said eastern district of Mis- 
souri be* and U»e satie ie hereby, created, and a 
fit'peMbn-shattbeappa&ted sneb district jndge, 
'WwesKan ekercise the abtne jurisdiction and per- 
form tiie same duties, wiAin said ea«lem diatrict 
nd' the disbfet judge of tbe present district of 
MXsBouri AoWexeteiaes and perfbTiBB within hti 
presienfC dMfri<A.' And the district judge of said 
eMtern district sball be' etftitled' to an annoal 
salary' of three thousand aoBm, and the jud^ 
of tbe wvXera district the MiMrT now provided 
l^la#-. 

1^. 8. . Arid be it fitrtker riuufatf. That dte 
p^tsent distriet atttlfney for the distriet of Miv- 
sMlri shall be (he distnet attorney for the said 
etfHera district; the eresent m*njhal for (br dtt> 
triot of Missonrt shall be marshal fbr said eastera 
dfatrkit; and the maent elbrfc of the district court 
f«r tlK district «r MisMtfri ahall be* eler* of the i 
district eo«rr fbf said virertent distriet. ! 
■ Sec. 9. And be it fluiket enacted. That there be 
appoinesd a distriet a'itorbey and a marshal for 
said western distrieG; and a clerk of the diiitria | 
court for eaid eastern district shall be appointed ' 
by the judge thertof. - 

Sxe. ». And,be itjM^tn^etei, That flie rti^ 
cttit ' court of -the United Statea in and fot the 
present diAriet of Missouri, shall be begun and 
neld'at the same times and place as heretofore. It 
shall in all IhitigB retain jnnsfietion of alt matters 
now pendiflg therein, and* have'ei^d eXerciae tfe 
fame original jurisdiction in said Sttte as is vested 
u} the several circuit courts of the United States, 
aa orgatilzed under extsHftg hrws, and ahfXl also 
have and exerpiaiv the eame appellate iurisdiction 
over the distnet coiirts of the United States for 
said'ejtstem apd, western districts of BAiaaoari as 
by exiiiting laws is vested in the aevenU circuit 
courts of the UoitSd States overHie district court/ 
of the United States, in ttftir respeietive circuits. 
Said circuit court mil be called the circuit court 
iii «pd fblr'thA diiftriet4'of MisBonri, and shall be 
composetl' of the Jtutice of the Stipreme Court 
assigned to said cirCuit,andl!lietwo judges of the 
eastern and western distrieta of Missouri, but 
may be held by any one or more of said thr?e 
jnd^s in the absence of the remainder. Said 
jastice of the Supreme Court, or, in his absence, 
the oldest in comivistion of said two district 
jt^ges, shall be Uie presiding judge of said cii- 
cuit'Court; and in case of any division of opinion 
among the judges of said circuit court, the opinioo 
of the presiding judge shall prevail, and r>e th^ 
judgment of the said circuit court; but on any 
appeal to said drcutt court ttom one of tbe said 
district courts, the judge of the district coon fnnn 
wlu'ch such appeal was taken shall not att in said 
circuit court on the Urial «r decision vf the rase 
so carried, by appeal to said circuit cotirt. Tbe 
clerk of the circuit court fbr the present diatrirt 
of Missouri shall \j6 and remain Ue clerk of the 
cftMft t:ourt at iftotitlted by this act. The distri:; 
attorney and rahrshkl for said eastern district of 
MifSinuri ahalf act as such district attorney snd 
miirshal in said circuit court; but the process of 
said lurcuit court maj^be directed to the marsh.-J 
of either of said eastern and western districts nf 
Mijisouri,snd shkH be executed only by the mar- 
shal to whom it is directed, or by his duly ap- 
pointed deputy, ib bis district. 

ArPBOVED, MOith 9, 1857. 



PvsLio, XXXI. — An Act'to amaod ih« " Art 
reducing the duty on-lmportv, and for other 
, parnoBCB passed Jnty tfairtiatii , a^hteen han- 

i4lir«a and forty>«ix. 

Be H enacted hy lhe SentUe und fJbvte ofRtprt- 
lentatites of the Vniltd States of America in Ctingrefs 
aaambled, That the eighth section of the act sp- 
prbved July thirty, eighteen hundred and forty- 
aix, and entitled An act reducing the duty on 
imporu and for other pttivbaea,** be amended aa 
follows: > , 

mc.^i JM MiMt^ eim^,^mt it Ml 
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^^^^MtMtof'tke JJjf^fd States, 



! lawful for the owner, conaignee, or o^ot of 
iporta which tiftfe been atjtiuuiy purchased* '6't 

ocured otherwise than by purchmw. oti 'epfry 
' the ■nme, to ratStB sUch aadttion in the entry 

the cost or value given In the inroice as, in hia 
linion, may raiae the Same to the ir\te marjci^; 
Jue of aueh imports in theprinSipallhitrlEeUrdt 
e country «riiehce the importauon 'khall ^aVe 
CB made: ahd to add' thereto all -costa' and 
arges whibH undir ' existing lawa wtm'lej fonii 
rt of the true valiie at the ^ort where the aame 
ij be entered, iin6h which the duties should 

asMAded. ' And:it lAiaU )>i th'o' duty of the ed- 
itor withUl whose distnfit the sqnle nuiytyeith- 
rted or edtered, to cau'Se the dafiable Talac'of 
ch imporrs to be appraised, ^s^naafed, and 
;f>rtaiiie(),in accordance with the provisiona of 
isting laws; ttnd if the appraised value thereof 
all exceed, by ten per oentum or more, the 
Itie so declared on the'entry, then, in addition 
the duties imposed by Iaw'(!)n the same, there 
ill be levied, co11ected',and paid a'duty Of twenty 
r contura ad valorem on such appraised VaJue: 
orfi/et/,n«rerfAeIe»,Thatundcrno circumstances 
tll the duty be assessed upon an amount leSs 
in the invoice or entered vfilue, any law of 
ngress to the contrary notwlthatanding^ 
ippRovlED, March 3, 1857. ' ■ 

BLJC, XXXTI. — a.n Act to cqnatitute Selma,in 
the Slate of* Alabama, a Port of Delivery, 
3e ii eruuted by A/i SenaU ^t^4 Home qf S^fre- 
tativesqfthe (JufediUflMtf*AMr^i»C(>qp«lf 
tmbUd, ThaU^(jm,in t}ia State of AlabMU, 
lU be, aiid ii heiebya (uyiiUtuted « port of 
ivery witfiiii thecoUeNeuoo.dinKK* ot, Npv Qr- 
DS, and there idif U be appointed a pprveyor of 
Items, to reside at said port,, who, shallj in ad- 
on to-his own duties* jurform ihfi dutiei.aud 
eive the salary ^od ffiQolunieota preacribed by 
ac|^ of CoDgiefp approved on tbi iseooDd of 
.rch, eighteen haa4f^ Blid tliirty-oi^, fqr iiO: 
ting morchandlBe wto ]?ituttaig, Wheeling, 
I other places. 
LrrAOTn, Msiuh 3, 1857. 

luc, XXXUI.— Aa Aato uneiid." An aot 
raittinff -PuUie LMDdaiB«lMnAi(e sedioiM to 
ne State of AlftbaBia,to iddin thectmatntttion 
f certain Railroads in ssid State." 
'e it enacted Ity A* Senate mtd Bovse of Repn- 
ativea tiftk€ tMitd fitetes tf,Sniertcain Cn^ai 
mbledt That the sixth aectiod of uf act grant- 
public iBiids in altemaile seotimis to tb« State 
Alabama, to aid in the eonstmetioa of certain 
roads in said State, approved second day of 
eighteen' huffdred'ana fifty-six, be, and the 
le is hereby, so amehCed that in lieu of the 
■ds ** Central railroad from MoDigouefT to 
le point on the AtabknM Md Tennessee State 
in the direction 10 NaaNville, Tennessee,*' 
words '< Ten nss e eo and'Alabhma central rful- 
] , " be, and the same are b«f«by, stibstituteff . 
.WROTBD, Msifeh 3, 1B5T. 

Lie, XXXIV. — Aq Act to settle eertain ac- 
:iunls between the United States and the State 
r Mississippi atid other States. 
e it enadei fry ihe Senate and Houae <^ Repfe- 
atices qf the United States qf .Svamcaw Congresi 
nbUd, That the Gommissionec gf the General 
d Office be, and he is hereby, required to state 
j.ccounL between the XTnitud States and the 
e of Mississippi, for the purpose of ascertain- 
what sum or sums of iQoney are due to said 
e, hort'tofore unsettled, on account of the 
lie lands in said Stafe, and upon the same 
ciplcs of allowance and aettlcment as pra- 
ised in the " Aet to settle certain accounts he- 
i^n the Unitcd'-StalfiS and the State of Ala- 
in,*' approved the'secoiid March, eighteen 
dred and fifty-five; a'lid that |ie be required to 
jdu in said account 'Oie several reservations, 
er the various treaties with ^the Chickasaw 
Choctaw Indians within the liroiti) gf lUissis- 
i, and allowand paytothe said Sl^te fivtLper 
um thereon, as in case of other ntjes, esti- 
[n^ the lands at the vajup 9)^' one dollar aiid* 
ily-iive cents per acre'. 

rc. 3. .^tul 6e U^rt&er enacted, That the said 
iniissioner abaU{df[opt^aii.(|9Coua(2^^Yf.^'^ 



tlje ITnited States and eadi of the other States 
^pon the sdnte' principleki snB shall Allow tod 
pay to eacit State sucn amount as disA t^us 
found dtie, estlmatinj^ all lands and psnjuioent 
reservaitloiis at one oollwr and tw^ nty'^t eent^ 
■tier acf*: 

. \^i>!^M>nD, I4ueh 3, 

,Fbb>^c, XXXVr-T^n A«t to esublish * Fort of 
fiiucy atFsr^spduiSiin the Stats of Florida. 
■■Be:H luettdhyUu Smsfs mad ShuH «f Repn- 
smtafistt iflkt VidUd Statu t^Jhmioa In Caiurem 
cnsfiAMi Ttiat the county of Nossan , in the-State 
itffllorida, embracing all the waters, islands, bays, 
h^t^torSi'inlela, shores , and rtvers in the same shall 
be asoHetition district, to bs called the district of 
Pernandioa, and that Femandbta shall be tiie port 
of mtiy* toe said district, and a collector for said 
districtshall be appointed, who shall perform the 
same dntiesAnd rsoMve the same compensation 
and fees aa the ooUeetor fur the distnet of St. 
Jobnta, in said Stale. * 
AFmonD, Manb 8, 1S57. 

Public, XXXVI. — An Act making Appropria- 
tions for the Support of the Army for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteeu hundred 

' and flny-eight. 

^ St it enscted hy the Senate and Hmat iff Rtpre- 
^n{'a(i«ei irf'iAt UnUed States itf America in Congrm 
oismtledi That the following sums be, ana the 
name ore hsret^, i^roptiaied, out of any money 
jn the Treasttty not otnerwise approprtate'd, wt 
the support of the Army for the year endiu the 
tfairtleut of June, eighteen honored a^ luty- 
.eight. ., 
, Tor expenses of Kcruiting, transportation ot 
recruits, three months'cztra paytonon-conimis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates on re£n- 
(stment, one hundred and ten thousand dollars. 

For pay of the Army, three million five hun- 
dred and fifty thousand and two dollars. 
. For commutation of officers* subsisten^, nine 
hundjfed And. ninety-nine, thonsmd two hondied 
#iid one dollars. 

For pay of officers of the Military Academy, 
pne .thousand six hundred and eighty dollars. 

For commutation of subsistence of officers o? 
the Military ^cademy,one thousand and twenty- 
two dollars. , 

For coinmi}tation of fortige for offieers' horses, 
onebundrcdand t^^enty-three thousand nine huq- 
dred and thirty-six doilais. 

For payments to discharged soldiers for cloth- 
i^e not drawn, fiAy thousand doIIarB. 
. 'for payments in lien of clothing fi^'offioora* 
servants, thirty-nine thousand eight nundrad and 
sixty dollars. 

For subsistence in kind, one million nine hun- 
dred and eighty -nine thousand eight hundred and 
Ihirty-fonr dollars. 

For clothing for the Army, camp and corriBon 
(^ubage, eight hundred and ninety-fiTe thousand 
six hundred and seven dollars ana ssTenty'thxce 
cents,' and that hereafter all the accounts aiid 
Touchers of the disburaingofficeraof the q^arte^- 
nMster 's department of the Army shall be audited 
and settled E>y the Third Auditor of (he Treasury. 

For the regular supplies of the quartermaster's 
department, conarsting of fuel for the officers, en^ 
listed men„guard, bospital8,'Btorehou8ea, and 
offices; forage in kind for the horses, mules, and 
oxen of the quartermaster's department at the 
several postaand stations,and wuh theanniesin 
the fijild; for the horaea of the two regimenta of 
dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, the regi- 
pient of mounted riiIemen,thecompanieB of light 
artillery, and j^uch companiea of infantry ifl may 
he mounted, and for the authorized nun^ber of 
officers' horses when serving in the field and at 
the outposts; of straw for soldiers' beddingt and 
•f stationery, including company and other blapk- 
books for the Army, certinca'tes for dischai^d 
Boidiecs, 4)Iank forms for the pay and quarter- 
master's departnjenta; and for the printing of 
division 'jana department orders. Army regula- 
tions, apdVeports, one million two hundred ubitu- 
sand dollars. 

^0/^ the incidental ei^nses of the quartermas- 
ter's (department, conaisting of postage on letters 
ofi'^jP^ksges ieceived.and.^nt bjr o$cecs of thd 



4rmy on public service ; ^xpt^nses of courts-mar- 
tial and courts of inquiry, including the addition^ 
compensation toju(Igeadvocates,recorders,ineEn- 
be^B, and witnesses, while on that senri^, ut^der 
the act of March sixteenth, eighteen hundred and 
two; extra pay to soldiers employed nndpr vap 
directiqfi-of -the qnartft n njistpr*B depac'tme^ti in 
the erection of barracks, quajrters, storehouse^, 
SLnd hospitals; the cpnstruciion of roods and ol^er 
constant labor, for penods of not Icfs than t|Sp 
di^ya; under this acts of .March second) eightj^en 
.hundred aiidoineteeD, and AuKustfourth,eightesp 
hundred and fifty-four, inclutUng thow epiployg^ 
.as clerks at division and department headquarters; 
expenses of expresses tp and fiVm the frqntjv 
posur find armies in the .field; of espor^ to pny- 
.ma^ters, other disbursing officers and trams, wLep 
military escorts cannot be furnished; expenses 
of the interment of non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers; authorized office Airniture; hire Qf.,Ia- 
borers in the quartermaster's department, includ- 
ing hire of interpreters, Bpies.and guides, for ikp 
Army; compensation of clerk to officers of tap 

S|uarterma8ter's department; compensation of 
orage and wagon -niasters, authorized by the sAt 
of July fifth, eighteen hundred and thirty-eighi; 
for the fipprehension of deserters, and the 
penses inudent to their pursuit; the follpiinng 
expenditures required foe the two regiqaents 
dragoons, the two r»iments of cavalry, the Tf0r 
men I of mounted riflemen, and such companttp 
of infitauyss n^y be mounted, viz: the purchase 
of kniTelipg forges, hiaelcsmiths*. and sboeioe 
tools, horse and mule shpss and noils, iron i)n} 
steel fox shoeing, hire of veterinary surgeons, 
medicines for horses attd mules, pit^et ropes* 
and shoeing the horses of those coips, four hwHk* 
dred and' forty thousand dollars. 

For constructing barracks and other buUdjf^ 
at poats which it may be necessary to ocnupir 
during the year; and lor repairing, altering, snd 
Dnlsi^gingbuildingsattbecstablishedposts, includ- 
ing hire or commutation'bf quarters for officers 09 
mililary duty; hire of quarters for troops, of stfru- 
housps foir tha saflB^KEieping of militoiy stpre^* 
and of grounds for summer eantonmsnu; for eiy 
osinpinents and tsmpprsry firontier stations, six 
hundred thousand dollars, • 
For mileage or aUoWonoe made tp officers of 
the Army for the transportation of thMnselv^ and 
their baggage, when traveling on duty without 
Uoava or §psorts, one himdr^a and twetuy thpu- 
sand dollars. 

For transportation of the Army • including bag- 
gage of the troops when moving either by land or 
water; of clothing, csinp and garrison equipage 
from Mm. depot at Philadelphia tothe seTsrol postp 
and Army depots; horse e^pments, and or subr 
sif^nce from the places of purohaae and frqmthe 
places of delivery under contract, to such places 
as the circumstances of the service may require 
it to be sent; of ordnance, ordnance stores, and 
small-armf , fVom the fousderies aiu] armories, te 
the arsenals, fortifications, frontfer posts, end 
Army depots; freights, whnrfage, tolls, and foo 
riogestfor the purchase and hire of horses, mules, 
and oxen, and the purchase and repair of wagot^^ . 
carts, drays, ahipa, and other aea-going yeSMiU 
and boats for the transportotien of supplies {tnd 
fpr garrison purpoees; for drayage (^lul cartage 
fit the several postfl; hire of tearasters; ironspoi:- 
tation of funds for the pay and other disbursing 
i^partmepts; the expense of sailing public trans- 
poru on the vsrious rivers, tlie Gulf of Mexico, 
and the At^tio and facile; and for procuring 
water at euepposts aa from their situation requir* 
that it be brought from a distance; and for clear- 
ing re^ds, and removing ebstructions from roofls, 
horborjs, and.riTera, to the extent which may be 
require<}-for th^ actual opeialions of the uoo|w on 
the frontier, one lailUoo eight hundred thousivid 
dollars. 

For the purchase, of horses for the two regir 
ments (^dragoonsi the two regimenta of cavalry, 
the regiment of mounted trifiemcn, the companips 
of liiht artillery, and such infaotry.aa it may be 
found necessary to mount at the frontier posts, 
one hundred ami ninety tb'ousaud dollars. . 

For contingenoies of the Army, thirteen thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the medical and hospital d^partmenlSi on* 

hun^ HPd fis« ftfg^id''gfH::3 oog le 
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For contingent expenies of iht Bdjutant gen- 
enl^ deportment, at dirinon and deparunent 
beodquarters, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the clerk and messenger 
in the office of the commanding general, two 
tbouoand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the 
commanding general, thre« hundred dollon. 

For armament of forttfieadonBi three hundred 
tilomand dollan. 

Pot ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, 
'including horse equipments for the mounted regi- 
ments, two hundred and fifty thousand dollan. 

For the current eTpenses of the ordnanee eer- 
▼lee, one hun^d and fifty thousand dollan. 

For arsenals, including fifty thousand dollars 
for arsenal in California, one hundred and thirty- 
MTeo thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

To enable the Secretary of War to purchase, 
BOt exceeding seven hundred and fifty 'two thou- 
•and seven hundred and fifty-one square feet of 
ground adjacent to the Washington arse.nal, and 
for the use thereof, at a price not exceeding ten 
Mots per foot, and for the purchase of the im- 
pfoveioents upon said gronnd,andfor the neces- 
sary draining of * pert thereof, eighty thousand 
four hundred and ntty dollars and ten cents. 

For continuing the experiraent of sinking ar- 
tssian wells upon the public lands, lobeexpended 
under the direction or the Secretary of War, one 
hundred thousand doHors. 

For repairs and new machinery at Springfield 
armory, Maasachuseiti, sixty-eight thouaaira six 
hundred and eighty-five dollars. 

For the erection and completion of the water- 
•hops at Springfield armory, seventy thousand 
aiiM htindred and eighty-five dolloni. 

For rvpairs and improvements and new ma- 
chinery at Harper's Ferry, thirty-four thousand 
Dine hundred and seventy dollars. 

For finishing and furnishing Ihe armory for the 
militia of the District o^ Columbia, seven thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-seven dollars. 

Forsurreys for military defenses, fr«>graphical 
•xpkirations and reconnaissances for military 
purposes, seventy-five thousand dollara. 

For putahase and repairs of instromsMs, fif- 
teen thousand dollara. 

For continuing the survey of the northeiT) and 
northwestern lakeS) induding Liake Superior, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For priRting«haitsof lake BurTcySi fire thou- 
sand dollars. 

For machinery, tools and fixtures requirrd for 
an arsenal of construction ai Fay«t(evil)e, North 
Carolina, induding tho of putbng the ma- 
chinery in ploeei'fifty thousand three hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For repairs of the Government bridge over Mill 
creek. Old Point ComfOrt, Virginia, eight hun- 
dred dollars. 

For rebuilding the barracks at Cariisle, Penn- 
sylvania, whkU were destroyed by fire on the 
twenty-sccona January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the purriinae of stoves for the quarters of 
' officers ana soldiers of the Army, twenty thou* 
•and dollars. 

To onable the Secretary of War to settle the 
accounts of the three officers of the Army who 
were sent to Europe in the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five to collect information on military 
aflhirs, four thousand six hundrsd and seven dol- 
lars and twenty-nine cents. 

Partite purpose of making forlhejtests of gun- 
metal for heavy cannon, twenty-nrc thousand 
dollars. 

For completing the Point Douglas and Saint 
Louis river road, thirty-one thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

For completing the Point Douglas and Fort 
Ripley road,' four thousand six hundred and 
niiieiy-five dollars and one cent. 

For repairing the bridge over Cannon riTer,two 
thousana dollars. 

Sec. S. ^nd be U fwrther eiMefed, That there 
shall be added to the quartermaster's defnrtment 
ishke Army five military siorekeepera, who shall 
givi ih« bond and security required by the exrst- 
ing law; o.a4 ihey and all other mihtary store- 
keepers atiaU have in kind, and in kind onlVf Uie 
Awl and i^nnrtan itf flrai Kouteawrt of dw AnDy.' 



8ec.'3. JndbeitJWfkerenacfed, That the master 
armorers at the national armories shall receive 

fifteen hundred dollars each per anndm. 

Sec. 4. .fnd ht tl/urf&cr enacted, That the pro- 
Tisions of the act approved March third, eighteen 
hundred and nineteen, entitled "An act author- 
izing the sale of certain military sites," be, and 
they are hereby, extended to all military sites, or 
to such paria thereof which are, or .may become, 
useless for military purposes; Proiidea, newrtke- 
Im, ThntnoChing in this act, nor hi the ad above 
mentioned, shall ue so conttnted as t» impair in 
any wise the right Of die State Within wfaidi any 
such site or reservation may besitaatedtoimpMe 
taxes on the same, in tike manner aa nOoo other 
lands or property owned by iodividMUS wilhin 
the State afler such sale. 

Sec. 5. Jind be itfitrUta-maeUi, That [there be 
appropriated] for pay, subsisteneet and commuted 
allowance of six eompaniss of volusieers, called 
into the service of the United States in New Mex- 
ico, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
one hundred and fifteen thousand dollars; and for 
forage, transporiatioo, camp and garrison equip- 
age, and^eioenlal expenses of said troops whin 
in service, seventy-two thousand fire hundred 
dollars; and for reimbursement of the quarter- 
master's department, for the expenses of a spy 
company, called into service by Brigadier General 
Garntnti, in the year eighteen huoclrcd and fifty- 
fhur, ten thousand five hundred and ninety dol- 
lars and-sixly cents. 

StC. 6. ^nd be it fitrUur enaettit That the ap- 
propriations contained in the " Act*making appro- 
printtona for improving certain military roads in 
the Territory of Min nesota," approved Febnuuy 
sevnHteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-five; shall* 
be understood to apply, and are hereby made 
applicable, to the improvement of the said ihads, 
na may be judged necessnry bv the Secretary of 
Waj-.as well as to the purpose 'of* cutting out the 
timber," as specified in: said act. . 

Sec. 7. Jnrf bt it farther enocfed, That for the 
construction' of barracks and quarters at a mili- 
tary post, to be established in the northern part 
of Minnesota Territory, for the protection of the 
settlements on the Retl Ri'verof the North, fifteen 
thousand dollars be appropriated, in addition, to 
the sum of five thousand dollars appropriated by 
the act entitled " An act for the erection of a 
military post on or near the Pembina river, in the 
Territory of Minnesota, andftir other purposes," 
approved the seventeenth of Gebmary, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five; said post to be located and 
eooRti-uctcd under the direction of the Secretary 
of War, the location to be at such point as he 
shall dcein best adapted for the nrotecuon of said 
settlement; and so much of tn& aforesaid act, 
approved February seventeen, eighteen hnndred 
and fifty-five, as indicates the location of said post, 
is hereGy repealed. 

Sec. 6. Jind be it further enaeted. That the 
words " non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privatA".in the first section of the act enti- 
tled *' An act to increase the pay of the rank and 
file of the Army, and to encourage enlistments," 
approved August fourth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, shall be conatruea to include all en- 
lielcd men of the Army of the United States. 

Sec. 9. ,^nd be it further enacted. That the Sec- 
retary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to pay to the State of Arkansas, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, such sums of money as were paid 
by BKid State, under the authority of th'e act of 
the Legislature of that State, approved January 
fifth, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, to the 
Benton county militia, called into service by Col- 
onel W, R. Oedtn, in July, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, under requisition of the Qovemor of 
that State, to resist incursions of tbie Cherokee 
Irjdians: Prtreidcd, That the amount so to be paid 
shall not exceed the sum of twelve hundred a^d 
twelve dollars. 

Sac. 10. Wnd be it /urOtr e*Mfed, That the 
Secretary of War be, and 'he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to abolish the Western Military 
Asylum, located at Harrodsburc, Kentucky.and 
under the direction of the Presidentof the United 
Slates, to sell the said site, fixtures, and other 
property belonging to the same, at such time and 
m nwh nuuineraa nay Mcm bett,ud the uwHint 



arising out of aneh aale shall be resttwed to tka 
military asylum fund. 

. Sbc, n. •And be U furOur eMcted. That the 
Secretary of War bo, and he is hereby, author- 
ized anti required to cause to be auditjed and 
•ettled the accounts of the State of Florida against 
the United States for money advanced by that 
State in payment of volunteers called into ser- 
vice for the suppression of Indian hostilities, in 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine and eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, provided it shall be satis- 
factorily shown that said chums have been actu- 
ally allowed and paid by the State. 

Sac. 13. ^nd be U^fAcrmsdid, That the Sec- 
retary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to settle the actual and necessary 
expenses incurred by the militia called into ser- 
vice in the Territory of New Mexico by acting 
Governor Messervey, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, to suppress Indian hoatiliiies 
in said Territory, upon the presentation by the 
(Governor of said Territory to the said Secretary 
a full, accurate, and detailed statement or estimate 
of the actual and necessary expense* ineumd by 
said militia, accompanied DyjumMrToucbetaand 
•alisfoctory proof of the eorreeteesa thereof, ae- 
thenticateo in conformity with the usages of the 
Department, and that the sum of twenty-five thon- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury sot 
otherwise appropriated, to carry the proviaions 
of this section into effect: J*rvmJid, That the said 
Secretary shall be first -satisfied that the callicig 
out of said militia was firecessary and proper for 
&e defense of the Territory. - 
. Sio. 13. dfndk-lf./tai«k<reiiseled, That the Sec- 
retary of - War be autherixed and direcied to pay 
to the eommisaiflDers appointed by him onder the 
provisions of theeleventh section of an act making 
appropriations for certain ciril expenses of the 
Government for the year ending th« thirtieth of 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty -seven, approvel 
August eighteenth, eighteen hundred bmI fifty- 
six, such sums of money for their servicea and 
expenses as he may deem reasonabfe and just, 
provided the sum does not exceed in the aggie- 
nH&theHuin of twclvsthousand dollara: Prraide^ 
That sash of these eomnissianerB as ware officcxs 
in iba Anay be not pud in both capMities. 

Sec. 14. AUb€itftrAer*nmBledt'Thmt fbrthe 
purpose of carrying into effect <he joint res<^a- 
tion entitled " Joint resolution directing the pay- 
Eoent of certain volunteers and militia, under the 
limitauons^herein prescribed, " approved August 
eight, eighteen luindred and forty-six, ao much 
money as. will be sufficient to pay said Toloateers 
who have not been paid, not exceeding four thoa- 
Bfind dollars. 

Sbc. 15. .And ftcilArifccrfliaefed, That for pay- 
ment of the anearagea of salary due to the late 
clerk of the bou^ of Army officers, appointed 
under theact of thirty Tfirst Augwt, eight^n hun- 
dml and fifty-two, at the time .it was dissolved, 
two thousand four handred'SAd sixty-five doUsrs. 

Sac. 16. .dndbeU/tirtAtf enacted, TliHtthejoint 
resolution, anprov^ February fifteen, eighieea 
hundred and nfty-Gve, '* aifthorizirig the President 
of the United States to confer the title of lieu- 
tenant general by brevet," shall be so construed 
from and after March twenty-ninth, eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven, in favor of the brevet 
lieutenant general appointed under said act, while 
exercising command according to that rank, an 
to entitleliim to the pay, anowanees, and staff 
specified in the fifth section of the act approved 
May twenty -eight, seventeen hundred and nioe- 
ty-ei^ht, " authorizihg the President to raise a 
provisional army," and also the allowances dl^- 
Bcribed in the sixth aeaion of the act approved 
Aueustlwenty-lhird, eighteen hundred and forty- 
twir, *' erantino: additional rations to certain offi- 
cers:" Prmided, kovBever,and U ishereby declared, 
That the bre.vel lieutenant general shall not, ex- 
cept in time of war, be Cntiued to more than two 
aids and one seeretsry; nor afaall this act, nor the 
above-mentioned resonitioa of the fifteientb of 
Febtuary, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, have 
any retrospective effect fa regard to those who 
were the aids or staff of wneral Scott ante- 
cedently to his appointnient to the rank of brevet 
lieuteuant general. 

AmoTkD, Bibareh S. 1BS7. 
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VBtic, XXXVII.— An Aet niaklhg Appropria- 
tiona for Ute LegislBtive, Executive, and Judi- 
cial Expenses of OoTerninenf for the j^kt 
ending tne ihirtieth of June,' eighteen hundred 
and fift7-«ight. 

Bt ii enacted by Vu SmiUt and HnUe <if Repre- 
raativaoflhe United Stales o/ America tn Congrat 
lembted, That the following sums be, and the 
me arc hereby, Appropriatea, out of an^ monef 
the Treasury not otheiWise appropriated, for 
B objects kere&ner expressed, for the fiaca) year 
dine the thirtieth of June, eighteen hAndred 
d fifty-eight, namely: 

For compenaation and mileag* of Senatort, 
ree hundred and thirty-tbteethouauidtwohan- 
id and fifty dollars. 

E^>r oompeMatioit of the officers, cterks, mes- 
igers, onia others, receiTingp an nnnaal calary la 
I aervice of the Seoate, Tizt Secretary of the 
naiB) three thousand six httsdred iloHsrs; ofB- 
- charged with disbursements of the-8ei}Rte, 
ir hundred and eighty dollars; chief elerlr, two 
tusand five hundred aollars; prinapal ckrk and 
neipal executive cleric in the office of iihe See- 
ary of the Senau, at two thousand one hun- 
id and sixty dollars eacK; eight clerks in office 
the Secretary of the Senate, at one thousand 
ht hundred and fifty dollars each; keeper of the 
tionery, one thonsand seren hundred and fifty^ 
iftotlw* ; two. measengen, oas ftt oas tkoasand 
I eightydollars, and ono-at seven hundred and 
y dollars; one paee, at five hundred dollars; 
geant-at-Armsana Doorkeeper, two thousand 
jars; Assistant Doorke^r, .ons thousand 
en bundreu dollars; Postmaster to the Senate, 
I thousand seven hundred and- fifty dollars; 
listant Postmaster and mail carrier, one thbu- 
d four hundred and forty dollars; two mail 
's, at nine hundred dollars each; superintend- 
of tlte document roomiObetbousana five bun- 
d dollars; two aasiitantd in doeument room, at 
thousand two hundred dollars each; superin- 
ient of the folding rrfom, one thousand five 
idred dollars) two measengers, acting as as- 
ant doorkeepers, at one thousand five hundred 
ars each; sixteen messengers, atone thousand 
hundred dollars each; superintendent in 
rgc of Senate furnaces, one thousand twohun- 
1 dollars; assistant in charge of (Umaces, six 
dred dollars; l&borer in private passage, six 
dred doHars; tWo laborers, at four hundred 
eighty dollars each; clerk or secretary to the 
lident of the SeoateiOne thousand seven hun- 
I and fifty-two dollars; draughtsman, one 
■sand eight hundred and fifty dollars; Chap- 
of Senate, aeven hundred and fifty dollars; 
c to the Committee on Finance, one thousand 
t hundred and fifty dollars; clerk to the Com- 
ee on Claims, two thousand one hundred and 
tydollars; clerk of printing records, one thou- 
1 eight hundred and fifty dollars — making 
nty -nine thousand six hundred and seventy- 
dollars. 

)r the 'contingent expenses of the Senate, viz: 
3r binding, fifty thousand dollaiv. 
>r lithographing and engraving, forty-five 
■and dollars. 

stationery, twelve thousand dollars. 
>r newspapers, three thousand doUarr. 
>r Congressional Globaand binding the same, 
r-four thousand nine nundred ana sixty-four 
,ra and eighty cents — the publisher to fold, 
, and deliver the same to the order of the 
.te within ninetr days after the p^j***^^^"^ 
ch aession of OcngvesSfforsixty-three cents 
rolume. 

»r reportiap prooeadings, ftftosn thousand 
r«. 

ir clerks to committees, pdges,|tonee, horses, 
mri-yalts, thirty-six thousand nine hundred 
ifly-five dollars and twenty cents. 
<T miacetjansons items, twenty thousand dol- 

r compensation and mileage of members of 
louse of Representalives and Delegates from 
itori^s, one million two hundred and ftn-ty- 
. thouuand seven hundred' and fifty dollars. ' 
room pensation of the <^eers, clerin, messen- 
and others reeriving-'Kn annual salary in the 
ee €>f tliaHouMof Re^seDtatiTesiTiB; CkfK 



ofthe House of Representatives, three thousand 
BK hundred dollars; tvro clerks, at two thonsand 
one hundred and sixty dollars each; seven clerks, 
at one thousand eight hundred dollars; clerk in 
cfaaige of books for fnembers^ooe thousand eight 
httndred dollars; readingcierk,onc thousand eight 
hundred' dollars-. Librarian, one thousand oiglit 
hundred dollars; clerk in charge of the station- 
ery, one thousand eight hundred dollars; princi- 

EsJ messenger in 'the office, one thousand seven 
ondred aiid fifty-two dollars; three measengers, 
at one thousana two hundred dollars each; Ser- 
geant-at-Arms,' two thousand one hundred and 
sixty dollars; clerk to the Sci^eant-at-Arms, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars; messenger to the 
Sergeant-aL-Arms,one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars; Postmaster, two thousand one hundred and 
sixty dollars; one messenger in the office, one 
thousand seven hundred and forty dollars; four 
messengers, at one thousand four hundred and 
forty dollars each ; Doorkeeper, two thousand one 
hundred and sixty dollars; superintendent of the 
folding-room, one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars; superintendent and assistant in the doeu- 
aient-room, at one thousand sei^en hundred and 
fiffy-two dollars each; messenger in charge of 
■the Hall, ssvehteen hundred and forty dollars; 
five messengers, at one thousand Ave hundred 
dollars each; eight messengers, at one thousand 
two hundred dollars each ; messenger to the 
Speaker, one thousand seven hundred and fifty- 
two dollars; Chapleun, seven hundred and fifty 
dollars; clerk to the Committee of Claims, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars; clerk, to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, one thousand tight 
hundred dollars — making eighty thoussnfl two 
hundred and ninely-eigbt dollarB. 

For contingent expenses of die House of Rep- 
resentatives, viz: , 

.=^r binding documents, one hundred and 
(wenty-five thousand dollars. 

Forfurnitui^, repairs, and boxes for members, 
twelve thousand dollars, 
" For stationery, twenty thousand dollars. 

For horses, carriages, and saddle horses, five 
thonsand five hundred dollars. 

For fuel, nl, and candles, thiee thousand six 
hundred dollars. ^ 

For newspapers, twelve thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For engravina, electrotyping, and lithograph- 
ing, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, t 

For Capitol police, five thousapd eight hundred 
and ninety dollars. 

For laboEiers, three thousand dollaia. 

For pages and mail boys, eight thousand firs 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

For folding docaments, including pay of fold- 
ers, wrappipg paper, twins, and poata, thirty-fira 
thousand dbflars. 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional 
Olobe and Appendix for each member and Del- 
egate of the first aeasion of the Thirty-Fifth 
Congress, thirty-four thousand seven hundred 
and four dollars. 

For binding twenty-four copies of the Con- 
gressional Globe and Appendix fbr each member 
and Delegate of the first session of the Thirty- 
Fifth Congress, sixteen thousud six hundred 
and 'fifty-seven dollars and ninety-two cents: 
Provided, That no greater price shall be paid for 
th^ same than seventy cents for each ▼olums or 
part, actuidly bound and delivered. 

For reporting the debates of the first session of 
the Thirty-Fifth Congress, twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional 
Gtohe and Appendix, and for binding the same, 
for. tho^rat aeasion of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, 
for the use of the library of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, two thousand dollars. 

For the compensation of the draughtsman and 
clerks employed upon the land maps, «lerks to 
committees, and tejuporary clerks m ths office 
of the Clerk of the House of RapresentatiTss, 
twenty^eight thousand four httndrad and sixty 
dollars. 

For miseellsneous items, fifty thousand doDan. 

lOrsry qTCoaffroi. 
Fwr aampsiMUioB of Ubiarian, threa ^asiitant 



librarians* and' messenger, nine thousantd dtd- 

lars. 

For co^tineeiit expenses of said ]ibntr]',,OBa 
thousand dollars. 

For coal, and fireman for ftirnacea to warn tliis 
library, six hundred dollars. 

For purchase of books for said library, fiva 
thousand dollars. 

For purchase of law books for said library , two 
thousand dollars. 

For paper, printing, and bindmg a cosapleta 
cataJogiy of tM Dowa in the Library of Con- 
gress, £mir thotisaad doUata, andsr tha dirsetiM 
of the Library Committse of Congrsis. 

For cbmpensation of the Superintendent' of 
Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
in his office, eleven thousand five hundred and 
Axlrleen dollars. 

For contingent expenass of his office, viz; Fotr 
blank-books, stationery, postage, advertising for ^ 
proposals for paper, furniture, traveling expenses, 
and miscellaneous items, two thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. • 

For rent or warereom, two hundred and fifty - 
dollars. 

For cartage and labor in storing and transpor- 
tation of paper, five hundred an4 afty dallara. 

Cvirt tf CMsu. 
For salaries of three judges of tbs Court ot 
Claims, the solicitor, assistant solieitor, deputy 
solicitor, clerk and asatstant elerlt, and trtesacn- 
eer thereof, twanty-aeren tbooaand three hundred 
aollars. 

For stationery, fuel, gas, labor^ printing, and 
miscellaneous items for the Court of Claims, three 
thousand dollars. 

For commissioners' fees fbr taking testimony 
in behalf of tlie Government, fees of witnesses 
and of agents or attorneys to lie appointed by. the 
solicitor, to.altend to the taking of depositions, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For addttionalfiimiture and fittingup of rooms, ^ 
rendered necessary by the appointment of assist- 
ant and deputy solicitors, ana an assistant clerk« 
and by an accumulation of the files of the court, 
and for the accommodaUon of books for the court 
officers, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For paper required for the printing of the first 
session of Uie Thirty-Fifth Congress, one hun- 
dred and seventy-nine thousand sight hundred 
and sixiy-nine dollars. 

For printing required for the first session of tha 
Thirty-Fifth Congress, one hundred and thirty- 
two thousand two hundred and fifty ^otlars. 

Exttvtive. 

For compensation of the President of ths Uni- 
ted States, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For compensation ofthe Vice President of tha 
United States, eight thousand dollars. 

For compenssUon to secretary to sign patenta 
for lands, one thousand five hundred aollars. 

Department qf Stale. 
For compensation of the Secretary of State, and 
Assistant Secretary of State, clerks, messenger, 
sssisuint messenger, and laborers in his omcs,' 
fifty-six thousand ft)ur hundred dollars. 
For Uu Ineidental and ConHngent Bxpentet qf (old 
Depsrtnunt. 

For publishing the laws in pamphlet form and 
in the newspapers of the States and Territories, 
and in the city of Washington, twenty thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For proof-reading, packing, and distributing 
laws and documents, includiiig cases and trans- 
portation, fifteen thousand two hundred dollars. , 

Fbr stationery, blank-books, binding, furniture, 
repairs, painting and glazing, six thousand fiva 
hundred dollars. 

For copper-plate printing, books, and maps, 
two thousand dollars, ** 

For newspapers, six hundred dollars. 

For extra clerk hire and copying, two thousand 
dollars; said clerks to be employed only during 
the session of Congress, or when indispensably 
necessary, to enable the Depariment to answer 
some call made by either House of Congress at 
one session to be answered at anot^ei'. ' 

For miaesUansoua itaoia, twououHuddolltfl.^ 
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. For compilinetuid suiterTiaiog the publication 
of the BiennialResibtcr, five hundrea dollari. 

To cmabla the ^cretary of Stole to purchaM 
fifty copieB, each,of Tolumes twenty ana twenty- 
,oae <tf Howard's Reporta of the Deciaions of the 
'Supreme Court of the United Stales, five huadred 

' Jifortheaa ExectMvt BmlUng. 

V.ot ootupeiwitlDQ of four walchnien and two 
laborers of the DortheaatezecutiTe building, throe 
■Aottsaad nix hundred dollars, 

for contiogect expenae^oi said buil4itiff. tie: 
for fuel* teht, and. repairsi three thouMnd three 
haodred ooUars. 

TVumry Pqwrlmna. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the ^vaa- 
ury, Asektant Secretary of the Treasury , clerks, 
messenger, assiatant mMsenger, and lanorera in 
his office, forty-eight thousand six hundred dol- 

For contpeDsatioD of the First CempiroUer, and 
.the clerks, messeager* and laborers m his office, 
-twenty-eight thooMnd three huDdied and forty 
dollars. 

-. ' For-ooBiBensalf on of the Second Comptroller, 
and the clerks, messenger, and laborer in his 
•ofiice, twenty-six thouniod ei^t hundred and 
forty dolbtrs. 

Por compensation of thaBirst Auditor, and the 
.cterkfl, messenger, assistant messeDger, and la- 
borer in his omce, thjrty-five thousand nine hun- 
dred and forty dollars. 

For compensation of the Second Aoditoft and 
the clciliB, messenger, assistant messenger, and 
laborer in his ofiwe, thirty-fiy^ thonaand fire 
hundred and forty dbllard. 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, assistant messen^r, and 
laborers in his office, one hundred and thiriy-two 
thousand four hundred and forty dollars. 

For compensatioa of the Fourth Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
his ofiice, twenty-seven thousand serep hundred 
> ttnd forty dollars. 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and 
the clerks, messeneer, and laborer in his office', 
icventeen thousand eight hundred and forty dol- 
lars. 

For compensation of the Auditor of the Trees- 
my for the Post Office Department, and the clerks, 
'messenger, assistfint messenger, and laborers in 
his office, one hundred and sixty-fire ibotv&nd 
three hundred and forty dollars. 

For compensntion of tho Treasun?r of the Uni- 
ted Status, and the clerks, messenger, assistant 
mesaengerr and laborers in his office, twenty-fire 
thousand seven hundred and forty dollars. - 

Fbr compensation of the Register of the Treas- 
ury, and (he cletlu, messenger, assistant messen- 
ger, and laborers in his office, fifty thousand 
three hundred and forty dollars. 
. For compeosation or Uie Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, and the cltfka and mBMeoger in bis officei 
seventeen thousai\d pne hundred and forty dol- 
lars. 

' For compensation of the-CemmissioiMr of Ctis- 
^ms, and the clerks, messeitEer, and laborer in 
his office, twenty thousand nar hvndrod and 
forty dollars. 

' For corppensation of the d^lu, mfpsmgert 
and laborer of the Light-House Board, nine thou- 
pnd two hundred and forty doUan* 

.CmlMtgefU Expeiua i^lhe TVtatury Depmtmmt. 

In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Forcopyinfj, blank-books, stationery, binding, 
baling ships' registers, translating foreign lan- 
guages, advertising, aiid extra clfirE-hire forpre- 

Siringand collecting information to be laid before 
angreas — said clerks to be emnloyedonly during 
Aie session of Congress, or wflen indispensably 
necessary to enable the Department to answer 
some call madp by eith«r HoiLae of Congress at 
one session to be ntiswered at another ; and no 

Iuch extra clerk sball receive more than three 
pilars and -thirty-three and one third cents per 
day for the time actually and necessarily cm- 

S'loyed — and for miscellaneous items, thirteen 
tousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
' ' In the office of the First Comptroller: 
("ur iurnitun!, Uouk-hookii, liindit^tSiaiioaeiy 



public documenu. State and tmitoriol statutes, 
and oaiscellaneous items, one thouaasdaightlaiii- 
dred doUara. 

In the office of the Second Comptroller: 

For Uank-books, binding, stationery, pay for 
the Notional tntelhgeneer and Union, to os filed 
and preserved for the use of the office, office fur- 
niture, and miscellaneous items, one thoueaad 
five hundred dollars. 

In the office of the First Auditor: 

For blank-books, binding, atationeryi office 
ftimiture, cases for records and official papers, 
and miscellaneous items, including subscription 
for the Union and National Intelligencer, to be 
filed for the use of the office, one thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Second Auditor: 

For blank-books,bindiQg, stationery, office fur- 
niture, and miscellaneous items, iacluding two of 
the daily city newspapers, to be fikdtboand^ and 
preserved for the use of UM office, one thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Third Auditor: 

For blank-books, bindiog^atationery, office ftut- 

Iiture, carpeting, two newspapers, the Union and 
ntelligenoer, preserving fijjesond papers, bounty- 
land senrioe, miscellaneoas j terns, and uiMtagss, 
three thousand fire hundred sad forty dollars. 
In the <^ke of the Foardi Auditor: 
For stationM-y t botrics, binding, labor, and mis- 
cellaneous items, one thousand one hundred dol- 
lars. 

In the office of the Fifth Auditor: 
Ftyblank-books, binding, stationery, office fur- 
niture, carpeting, and miscellaneous expenses, in 
which ore ioehided two daily newspapers, six 
bundrvd'tlollars. 

In the office of the Auditor of the Traappry 
for the Post Office Department: 
For stationery, blank-books, binding, and ^I- 
ing, ten thousand and fifty dollars' 

For miscellaneous items, for file-boards, re- 
pairs, cases ond^desks for sa&-keeping of fMpers, 
fumfture, lights, washing towels, ice, horse for 
messenger, telegraphic uispatches, aiul stores, 
two thousand five htindrcd dollars. 

In the offioe^f the Treasurer; 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, and ntisr 
cellaneoAs ii«ms,oQe thousojttd two hundred dol- 
lars. , • 

In the office of the Register: 
' For rilling find flill binding books fbp recording 
collectors* quarterly abstracts of commerce and 
navigation, and blank abstracts for their use, 
bloni'books, binding and stationery, arranging 
and binding canceled marine papera, cases for 
official phpers and records, and miscellaneous 
iteani, including offios flmiture and (^peUng, 
seven thousiuid dotlars. 

In the office of the Solicitor: 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, Isifor, 
and miscellaneous items, and for statutes and re^ 
ports, two thousand two hundred dollars. 

In the office of the Comraioaioner of Coatovis : 

For blank-books, stationery.andiiMSMUaAfovM 
items, two thousand dollar*. 

, Juichtr'Uouse Board:. i 
For bfauik*books, binding, stationety. thisasN 
lalioous expenses, and postage, seven -niudred 

and fifty. doUars. 

for, the Gtnfinll Pwposes qf t^ Seu^uast Exmifive 

For compensation of eigbtvratcbmen and nise 
laborers of the sou^east exeeutivfi building, ten 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said building, vfci 

Fuel, lights, repairs, and miscellanetniB, eight 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For oimpeDsation of ftiiir watchmen and two 
laboren for the sooth extension «f the BontlMaat 
executive building, three tkoosond six^undred 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said building, fuel, 
and miscellaneous items, three thousand dollars. 

Depttrtment <iftke InUrior. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the In- 
^)}^,«jSd the «]«ck«, nH8sw»pi»«>«mBt'nfs- 



sengecs, ,watsh»en, imd lobOfeiY tO'bia t^ke, 
thirty-six thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For Compensation of the CommissioDer of the 
General Laki Offioe, «d4 recorder, dranghts- 
man, assistant draughtsman, c]flricB,meaaeneera, 
assistant qiesaaneera, packers, watelimen, and 
laborera'in bis ofnqe, one hundred and seventy- 
two thousand and ninety dollars. 

For additional clerks in the Qeaeral Land 
Office, under the act jof third March, one tbou- 
soiid eight hundred ana fifty-Sve, omnting bount/ 
lands, and for laborers employed' therein, fiAy- 
eight thdusaod four hundred dollars: Pracidtd, 
That the Secretary of the Interior, at his discre- 
tion, shall be,andheis4Mi«by, authorized to use 
.•BT portion ik'«aidappropri«lioafor pisoe-work, 
or tiy the day, week, moolb. or year, «t such nli 
or rates as he may deem just and fur. 

For eampensatiOB of the ComraHsiooer of In- 
dian Affiiits, luad the darks, piesse oy r, assisiaat 
messenger, fNttchmen^ and lnb<«er in his office, 
^irty.«0s theu|»Bd ^avw bwdrsd nwl liMty 
.doll^n. 

Vff pompsnsolion of the Commissioner of Fes- 
sionsiund the clerks, mesaesger, assasfant mes- 
senger, and laborers in hi* office, one hundred 
And aiite thousand three huadred Mid forty dbl- 
laro. 

For compevki^tion of die C^misaioner of 
Public Builaioes, and the d^k in him office, thm 
Jhonsond two Hundred dollans 

Ofkw of the Secretary of 'Ae Interior: 
For books, stationery, fumttore, fbel, KghtE, 
and other contingeritiea, and for books and maps 
for the library, seven thousand tvo hnndied dd- 
iars. 

. General Land Office: 

For cash system and military patents, under 
laws prior to twenty-eighth September, eigh'.een 
liundred and fifty; patent and' other records; 
tract-books and blank-books for this and the dis- 
trict land offices; binding plats and field-notes; 
iiCationery, furniture anarcpaira of «ame, a.-^i 
miscellaneous items, including two of the dai^y 
city newspapers, to be filed, bound, and pre- 
served for the use of the office, (liirty-ljiree thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses, Ih addition, under 
swamp land act of iwcnty-eighUi September, 
eighteen hundred and fifly, military bounty act* 
01 twenty-eighth September, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, and twenty-second March, cighte-jn 
hundred and fifty-two, and act thIrty-Erst August, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, for the satisfac- 
tion of Vii^ioia land warrants, tiventy-six thou- 
sand one hunflred dollars. 

For contingent expenses necessary to carry out 
the provisions of the act of third March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, grantin* 
bounty lands, to wit: For patents, patent and 
other records, stationery, and miscelUQeQus uems 
under said act, thirteen thousand dollars.' 
■ ■ For records and patents for donation and other 
claims on the Paufic slope and elsewhere, two 
thousand dollars. 

For fuel, lights, and incidental expenses attend- 
ing the same, including pay of furnace-keepeis, 
four tbouuqd dollars. 

For HesKS, cases, and other fixtures, to com- 
plete furnishing; the office, and for the accom- 
nlodation of the rapij^-increosing records and 
papers therein, five thousand dollars- 
Office of Indian Affiurs: 

' For blank-books, binding,MStationeiT( fuel, and 
lights, and ihisccUaneous iteins,includiiig two of 
the daily city newspapers, to be filed, bound, and 

S reserved fiw tlte uaaof th8oAca,thn» tboosand 
oUars. 

Fsnsion Office: ^ 

, For Aationery, binding books, furniture, and 
repairing the same, and nuaceUaiisotts items, in- 
cluding two of the daily ciity newsftopers, to be 
filed, bound, and preserved for the uae of ihs 
bffice, ten thousaoo dollars. 

For contingent e^qwoses in the said office uDder 
the bounty land set of third Mardi, one ilioaoaad 
ei^t hundred and fifty-five. 

Tor rent of rooms, stationery, engraving plates 
for bounty land warrants, piper, md printing lh« 
«Ntte, tuiiding books, blitf|l(4>0Qk«l'w iv^strrs. 
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:c furnitoK, and misceHftneoaa hems, thir^ 
uaand dollars: £rot;Ued,Jioueen-,ThatU)cSec- 
iry of the Interior, at liia (liacTctton, shall be 
liorized to use any portion of said aftpropri- 
•n for work by the dajr^week, month, or year, 
uch rates as be may deem Jott and fur. 

Suraeyoff QaunU mti tJubr CMt. 

or compenuition of tfce turte;^r^entl north- 
it of the Ohio.and the e1erk< m hit office, eight 
iisaail three hundred dollars. And it is hercoy 
Ic the duty of the Secpetarjr of the Interior, 
loon after the jiMBlige of tbiR act as may be, 
ause the said ofllee to be r^mdred to the city 
iaint Paal, in the Territory of Minnesotk, ana 
nake the necessary provisiotls' fer immediabs 

effective operations. And when so reinovea 
duties of said surveyor general shall be co- 
i^nsive with the limits of the future State 
Minnesota, as prescribed in the act entitled 
n act to aathorise the -people of the Territory 
Minnesota io form a constitution and State 
emment, preparatory to their admissian into 
Union on Ai eotuU fboting Tith the original 
les," approved February twenty-sixth, eigh- 
1 hundred and ttCy^mtw. ' 
'or compensation of the snrreyor general of 
lois and Missouri, snd the clerks in his office, 

thousand ciglit hundred tLai twenty dollars, 
'or compensation of the Burywor general of 
lisiana, and the clerks in hia office, fimrthoa- 
d five hundred dollars, 
'or compensation of the sarreyor general of 
rida, and the clerks in his office, fir* dlouBand 

hundred dollara. 

'or compensation of the surreyor general of 

scoiisin BBd I«wa, and the in his office, 

n thousand three hundred dollars. 

'or compeosation of the ^grveyor general of 

cansaa, and the clerkv in hil omce, eight thou- 

d three hundred dollan. 

'or comperraaUon of the surreyor general of 

fnnj and the clerks in hls'office, seven thob- 
five hundred dotlara, 
'or rem of surveyor general** office inOregon« 
.f books, stationery, and other. ioeidentaTcif- 
ses, three ihousaijd dollara. 
'or compensation of the surveyor eeneral of 
(fornia, and tlie clerks in his otSx, fifteen 
usand five hundred dollars, 
'or compensation of the surveyor general of 
«]iiii;gton Territory , and the clerks in hia office, 
;i) tlinuaand dollara. 

or office rent for the surveyor general of Wash- 
ion Territory, Aiel, booka, ststionery, and 
it incidental expenses, three thousand dol- 

V)r compensation of the surveyor general of 

V Mexico, and the clerks in hia office, sev^n 
jsand dollars. 

or compensation of iranslators it) the office of 
surveyor gencr&l of New Mexico, two thou- 
1 dollars. 

tt the porchase of Spanish and Mexican law 
ka for the office of the surveyor general of 

V Mexico, reqaired as authorities in the inves- 
tion of pnvata limd' claims, five hundred dol- 
or rent of the snnreyor general's office in New 
icico* AicI, books, statiunery, and other inci- 
:al expenses, three thousand dollar^. 

or compehsaiion of thp surveyor general of 
isaa and Nebraska, ana die clerks iuhis office, 
it thousand three hundred dollars, 
or compensation of the stirvcyor general of 
h, and the. clerks in his office, eight thousand 
ars; and that the salary of the surveyor gcn- 

of Utah shall be four thousand dollars a year 
1 the first day of January, eighteen hanared 

fifty-six. 

or raelj books, ttuiemry,fllrB}kli>e|SBd other 
Jentol expenses of the office of tbe*urveyor 
?ral of Utah Teiritory, three thousand dollara. 
or compensation of clerks in the offices of the 
'eyora generttl, to be apportioned to them ac- 
lin^ to the exigencies of the public service, 
to oe employed in transcribing field-notes of 
'ey», for the purpose of preserving them at 
seatof GoremuMjit, fbriy-one thousand dol- 

or s^TT of thtt ncetder of land titles In Hif- 
ri, five hundred dollar*. 

^sw SCMBS. — 'Tfo. f7. 



Wsr />epiirtmen(. 

For compensation of the Secretary of Waf, 
and the clerks, messenger, assistant messenger, 
and laborer m hts ome, iwenty-tvo Aouaana 
dollars. 

For oompensation of the clerks and messenger 
in tlie office of the Adjutant General, thirteen 
thousand dix hundred and forty dollars. 

For compeiMtion of the denes and messenger 
1n the oAee of the Quartermaster General, six- 
teen thousand four hundred andYorty dollan. 

To enable the Secretary of Wartuamploy teM- 
Mrery ctnlca in the office of the Quartermuter 
General on bouotv land Mrvioe, five tlmuBaiiti 
dollars. 

For oompensation of the clerks and maasenger 
in Um ettea of the Paynaaier General, twelva 
thousand four hundred and forty dollara. 

For compensation of TKe etsrks, measenger, 
and laborer in the offioeof the Gommleaarf 
sAl, ten tbouaand md fiirty doHan. 

For corapenaation of the elerin and tneas a ng w 
hi theoffiee of Che Sui^n -General, fiva Ihonnad 
two hmidred and fttrty dollars. 

For compensation of the derks, messenger, 
and laborer in the office of Topographical Eogi- 
neers, teg ibousaad aix hundred and forty dol- 
lara. 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Chief Engineer, eight thousand 
two hundred and -forty dollara. 

For compenaatioD of the derks and messeneer 
in tiie office of the Colonel of Ordnance, twelve 
thousand two hundred and forty dollan. 
' ^CafUiflgeiU Exptnm i^the War DepartnaU. 
Office of the Secretary of War: 
' For blaok-beeks, suuonery, tKMdca, maps, 
ifiana, extra clcrk-nire, and miacellansooa iMtts, 
four' thousand fiveliundred dollars. 
Office of the AiHutant QeDCfal: 
For blank'books, binding, atatioinery,aad mla- 
eellaoeoos iteoas, two thouaaad doUan. 
Offioe of the Uoartflrmsater General: 
For bjBafc-bodks,bindiag,atati<mery,and mis- 
oellaneous items, one 4honaand two hundred dol- 
lara. 

Office of the Parmaster aefkaral: 
For blank-books, Dinding,stationery,and mis- 
cellaneona itema, five hunond dollara. 

Office of the Commisaary General: 
For blanlc-books, binding, stationery, adver- 
tising, aU Aiaeeltaneous itsma, two thowiinid ^e 
hoaoEcd dollara. 

Office of the Chief Engineer: 
For fahink-boQjcs, binding, stationerr, and nis- 
cellaneous items, induding two daily Washington 
papera, nine bundled dollan. 

Ofles of the Surgeon Ge^ral: 
For bfank-booka, binding, stationery, and mls- 
cellaneous items, four hundred dollan. 

Office of the Colonel of Ordnance: 

- For blank-books, binding, etalionery, antl mfs- 
eelJaneouB itbms, nine hunured and fifty dtillara. 

Office of the Colond of Topographical Engi- 
neers: 

For blank-books, binding, stationery, and mis- 
cellaneoua items, one thousand two hundred dol- 
lara. 

.Poreompenaation of four watehmen and two 
laborers of the Northwest Executive buititoig, 
three thousand six hundred dbUan. 

For fbet, Ivki, and niao^aneous items, fbur 
. thousand dolhira . 

- Fbr Ae Oen«raI Purpota oftht Stiifding, corner tf 

Fand Sevtnttenth Streth. 
Forcompensationofsuperintendent, four watch 
men, and two laborers for said building, three* 
thousand eight hundred and fifly dollara. 
• For fuel, compensation of firemen, and mtscci' 
laneoua items, four thousand eighl hundred dol* 
lara. 

J^avy Department. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the clerks, nwasei^r, a sai s l an t mesaenger, 
and laborer in hia office', twcOty-nlne thouwM 
stxlnnidMd'dolUtfs. 



For compensation of tbe Chief of the Bureau 
of Ordnance and Hydrographyt and the clerks, 
messenger, and laborer in hia cyffice, twelve thoO- 
aand three hundred and far^ dolhra. 

For compensation of the Chief of the Burma 
of Navy-Yardk and Docks, and the derira, mea- 
aenger, asdlab<^rer in his offiee, fourteen thousand 
one hundred and forty dollars. 

For compensation of the Chi^f of the Bureau 
of Construbiion, Equbment, and Repaira,and of 
the fingineer^in-Chie^ and the clerks, messenger, 
and faborera in hfs office, twenty-one thousanl 
three hundred and (brty dt^ara. 

For compensatun m the clerks, me a Baneer,"an< 
laborer, in the Bureau of Provisions and Oloth- 
iQg, eignt thousand eight hundred and forty dol- 
lara. 

For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau 
of Medicine and Sui^ry, and the derks, mes- 
senger, and biborer in his office, nine thousuid 
ffve hundred and forty dollan. 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pKf tlis 
aalary of Professor James P. Espy for the currant 
fiscal year eudii^ June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven, two thooaand dollars, the puraaent 
to be miode in uie same manner and under tbe lil(« 
control as former appropriations, for meteorolo- 

S'£t\ oDservaUoDs; and also for the vearcndinf 
irtieth of June, eighteen bundnd and fiAjr-a4^ 
two thousand dollara. 

Cnitinganl £xpntta vfihe Absf Dt f ^mOKL 

Office Secretary of the Navy: 
For blank-books, binding, BUttion«y, news- 
papera, periodicals, and miacellaaeoos items, two 
thonaand eight hundred and forty dollara. 

Bureau of Ordnance and Mytictoraphy: 
Forblank-books, atationerrland miaceUanaou 
items, seven hundred and fifty dollara. 

.BureiV of Yards and Docks: ^ 
For stationery, books, 4>Ians, and dralri&ga« 
eight hundred dollars. 

Bureau of Construetion, Eqoipnent, and Re- 
pain: / 
FDrblaiA»<bodte, Mndfai^,statkMMry,priiidng,< 
and miacellaneouH items, aigirt hundred d6ll«iK 
Bureau of tVovistons and Cfodiing': 
For blank-booka, atatipnery, and lUscdbnb- 
ous items, seven hundred dollara. 
Bureau of Medicine and 8uq;ery; 
For blank-books, stationery, and miscellaneotlB 
items, four hundred and fifty dotlara. 

For the General furpotea fftke Sonikwett Xatcativa 
DwiAUag. 

For eooipenaatioa of four watchmen of tba 
Southweat Executive buDding, two thousand tmu 
hundred dollan.' 

For Qontiagent expenaaa of said buildin|r,TiB! 
For labor, fue|f lighta, and miacellaneous items, 
three thousand nine hundred and thirteen dollsrSh 

For compensation of the Postmaster General, 
three Afunatant Postmastera General, and the 
derki> messenger, assistant messeogera, watch- 
men, and laborera of said Department, one hun- 
dred and. fifty-seven diouaaoa two hundred dol- 
lan. 

Cenl^ismt JBa j Awu Hid iDcparfaunl. 
. For Uank-bodu, binding, and autuonerr, PaA 
for the General Poet Office buiUiog, ioaladitv 
the Auditor's office, oil, eas, and candles, print- 
ing, day watchman, and Tor miaaallnneoua uama, 
ten thousand dollan. 

For repaicsof the.Oenersl PootC^ce IftiiMing, 
for office furniture, glazinr, painting, wbitewaap- 
ing, and for keeping the nre-placea and furnaces 
in order, three thousand dollara. 

For the paymen I of temporwy r.lertc hiri» £n the 
9oat Office Department, in fiew of the asHMmt 
of extra hbor growing out of the leCtinga of mail 
contracts, six hundred dollara. 

For compensatfdn of derka employed tempora- 
rily in the office of' (he Postmaster Oenelral prior 
to the tfairty-firat December, ei^teen hundred 
and fifty-six, sixteen hundred and e^ch^^oar 
dollara,and-seTeity«naeettts,araoaMiebthaicof 
aa may be neeeaaary. 

PrmUngftr the BammHM JO yaflam Mt. 
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Ckrtmenta, including the paper, printing* and 
lading of ihe annual statemeou of commerce 
and navigation of the United Siatea; the Biennial 
Recifllcr.aud the paper and printing of theannual 
tatimate* of appropriations, fiAjr-ei^t thooaand 
two hundred and eigbtaen dollan. 

J«iil Ae CMml SWet ■t.PiUlwle^BUi. 

For aalariea of Um director, treaaurer, aaaayer, 
molter and refiner, chief coiner and eograrer, aa- 
■iatant asaaycr, aauatant melter and refioef, and 
seven clerka, twemy-aevfln thovaand nine kun- 
dred dollara. 

Forwacra of workmen «nd adiuitera, leventy- 
tour thotiaand eight hundred doUara. 

For incidental and contingent expenaea, includ- 
ing waatage, in addition to other arailable fUnda, 
aaventy-five thouaand doHaia. 

For apecimeoa of orea and coini to he reaerrcd 
at the Mint, three hundred dollars. 

For transportation of hullion from New York 
assay office to the United Stales Mint for coin- 
age, len thousand dollars. 

For aalaries of superintendent, treasotert as* 
sayer, melter and refiner, coiner, and in clerks, 
twenty-eight thousand dollar*. » 

For wages of workmen and adjustera, one hun- 
dred and Beventy-five thouaand doHara. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, in- 
dadtng' wastaca, in addition to other^ available 
Ibnda, nineiy^MHir thousand aeven hundred and 
' fiAsan dtjUars. 

M JVm OrluM. 

For aalariea of aoperintendeat, treasorer, aa- 
aayer, coiner, mailer and refiner, and three clerka, 
sevcnleen thouaand aann hundred doUais. 

Forwagesof workmcDttweDty-aerenthoaaand 
dollars. ^ 

For incidental and contingent expenses, in- 
cluding wastage, in addition to other available 
fUnda, twenty-two thourand two hundred dollars. 

CkarlotU, M'ortk Carolina. 
For salaries of auparintendeat, coioer,«MayBT, 
aad clerk, aix thousand dollars. 
' For wacea of workmen, three thouaand five 
hundred dollan. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, in- 
cluding waatage, in addition to other available 
funda, two thousand one hundred dollars. 

Jit DMmtgu, Georgia, 

For aalariea of auperintendent, coiner, asaayar, 
and clerk, eix thouaand dollars. 

For wages of workmen, two tho|uand eight 
hundred and eighty dollara. 

For incidental and contingent expenacs, in- 
cluding wastage, in addition to other available 
fanda, two thousand five hundred dollara. 

^mag OJfiet, .Vrto VorJt. 

For aalariea of officers and derfca* twenty-four 
thousand aeven hundred dollars. 

For wages of workmen, twenty-six thousand 
seven hundred dollars, in addition to an available 
balance of former appropriations. 

QovenimaU in Ihe Tirritoriit. 

TcaaiToar or oaaeoN. 

For salaries of Governor, three judges, and 
secretary, twelve thousand five hundred dollan. 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For eompensation aAd mileage of the members 
of the Legislative AsBembly,offieera, clerka, and 
contirilent expenses of the AssemUy, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

TERRITOKT or MIKKESOTA.' 

For salaries of Governor, three judges, and 
secretary, nine thousand three hundred dollars. 

For contingent cxpenste of said Territory * one 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legialative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 
contingent expenses of the AssembljT* twenly-atx 
- thousand dollars. 

TsaafTOttv or wtw msxico. 
For aalariea of Governor, superintendent of In- 
dian aiUra, three judges, and secretary, twelve 
. fht^Huod five bond red dollara. 



For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thouaand dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of die members 
of the Legislative Aaaemblr, oiteera, clerks, and 
contingent expenses Of ue Asaembly, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

To enable the Governor to employ an inlarpra- 
ler or translator, fire hundred dollan. 

TERRITORT OF DTAB. 

For salaries of Governor, auperintendeni of 
Indian affaira, three judgesi uid •eeralaryt twelve 
thousand dollars. 

For eontingentexpensesof said Territory,oDe 
thousand five faundivd dollara. 

For compensation and mileage of the menbets 
«f the LogMlaiiva Aaaembly, officers, cisrks, and 
eoDtingcni''expeDaea of the Assembly* twenty 
thousand dqjian. 

For contingent expenaea of said Territory, one 
thouaand (hreC hundred and twenty-seven oollus 
and thirty cents, to disclioage such sums aa toe 
accounting officera may deem to have been ne- 
eeasarilr expended by the Executive of said Ter- 
ritory during the years eighteen hundred aad 
fil^T-five, eighteen hundred aad fiAy-aix* and 
•igbleen hundred and fiAj-aavwa. 

raaaiTOBT or washikotow. . 

For aalariea of Governor, superintendent of 
Indian afTairs, three judges, and secretary, twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, omcera, clerks, and 
contingent expenaea of tM Asaemidy, twenty 
thousuut dollan. 

raaarroar op HaaaAsaA. 

For aalariea of Governor, three Judeea, and 
aecretary, ten thousand five hundred dollara. 

For contincentexpensea of said Territory, ope 
thousuid dollan. 

For eompenaation and mileage of the membsn 
of the Legislative Asaenbly, oSeen, elerks, and 
contingent expenaea of the AsaaniDly, twenty* 
three ^ousand doUan. 

TaaarroKT or bahsai. 

For aalariea of Governor, three htdges, and 
secretary, ten thousand fire hundred doHors. 

For contingent expensea of aaid Territory, one 
thousand five hundred dollan. 

For eonjpeasation and mileageof the memben 
of the Legislative Awembly, offieers, dn-ks, and 
contingent expenses of the Aasamblyi twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For extraordinaty expenaea of tha axeentiTe 
office, six thousand dollan. *' 

For aalariea of Uw Chief Juaiioe of the Supreme 
Court and eigbtaasociate juaticea, fiAy^bur thou- 
aand five hundred dollars. 

For salaries of the diatrict judgea* one hundred 
and one thousand two hundred and fifW ddlan. 

For'aalsry of the circuit Judge of California, 
aix thousand dollan. And that the annual salary 
of the judB:e of the United States for the northern 
district of Illinois shall hereafter be three thouaand 
fire hundred dollars. And that the annual salary 
of the dtstrict'judge of the United States for the 
district of Wisconsin shall hereafter be twenty- 
five hundred dollara. That the salary of the jud^ 
of the United States district court for the district 
of Michigan shall be three thousand doUon per 
annnmfrom and after the passage of this act. 

For salaries of the chief justice of the District 
of Columbia, ihe assodalc judges, and the judges 
of the criminal court, aim the orphans '^court, 
eleven thouaand seven.hundred dollan: Provided, 
That the salary of the ehit:f justice of the circuit 
court of the United*Siate8 for the District of Co- 
lumbia shall be three thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollan per annum, and the salaries of the 
aBaoeiatcJudgcs,three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars per annum, to be paid quarterly; and that the 
salary of the judge of the orphana' couft of the 
District of Columbia shall hereafter be two thou- 
aand five hundred dollan per annum, payable 
quarterly. - 

H <tf the Forney Gsnersl. 

For aalariea of the Attorney QatMial, and the 



clerks andjneasenger in his office, eigbteeu thon. 
land one hundred dollara. 

For contingent expenaea of the office or ilw 
Attorney General, one tboosond five hnndrtddil- 
I lars. 

I For purchase of law and necessary boob,aBj 
I binding, for the oflice of the Attorney Gmul, 
I Ota thousand five hundred doUara. 
I For the purehaae of deficient State repomuj 
statutes for the office of tha Atioroey Gcnenl, 
one thousand five hundred doHan. 

For fuel and labor for the office of tiwAttanejp 
General, five hundred dollan. ' 

For office fumitun and book-cases fotDbeof 
the Attorney GenemI, fire hundred dollBn. 

For saianea of two commiaaionets to codi^ 
laws of the District of Columbia, two ibooiud 
fire hundred dollan. 

For salary of the nporter of the deeiiii>ni of 
the Supreme Court, one thouaand three batini 
dollars. 

For compensation of the district aitnnMfi, 
eleven thousand five hundred and fifty dollan. 

For compenaatitm of the maiahala, teo iliofr 
Band dollars. 

AidipswIsiiC TVaanay. 

For aalariea of the assistant treaiurenof ik 
United States at New York, Boston, Cbarkiun, 
and St. Louis, sixteen thousand five husdnd 
dollars. 

For additional salaries of the treanier of tkt 
Mint atPhiladelphiaof one thousand do1lin,u4 
of Uie treasurer of the bmnch Mint st New Or- 
leana of five hundred dollars, one ihousanil iit 
hundred dollan. 

For salaries of six of the odditionsl clerb » 
thbrized by the acts of sixth Angnal, ei^btMC 
hundred and for|y-aix, twelfth Augaat,e^iNi 
hundred and forty^eight, third March, eipiM 
hundred and fifty-one, thirty-fint AugW.eifb- 
teen hundred and fifty-two, and foorla AoggH, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

For salary of additional clerk in office of mat- 
oht Ireaanrerat Boston, one thouasnd tWD hoif 
-dred dollars. 

For salaries of clerks, messengers, and viict- 
men in the' office of the Assistant Tresiurer it 
New York, thirteen thousand nine hundinl id- 
lars. 

For salary of a clerk to the treafurer of 
branch Mint at San Francisco, Califoroii, i** 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent eii^naea upder the bcl for iw 
aaft-keeping, collecting, transfer, and didww- 
ment of the public rerenue, of sixth Auguit,^*- 
teen hundred and forty-«ix, ten thousand dollut, 
in addition to premium received on traniftrilnfU: 
Provided, That no part of aaid sum iball bed- 
pended for clerical services. 

For compensation to special agents to eumiM 
the books, accounts and .money on hand of iw 
several depositaries, under the act of ■ixihi*' 
gust, eizhteen hundred and forty-six, in itM' 
aand dollan. 

For compensation to such persons ssnt;H 
designated by the Secretary of the TRUurf " 
receive and keep the public money, nnder iIk "■^ 
teenth secttonof the act of sixth AiJ^it,«S'>^ 
hundred and forty-six, for theadditioDalKniH| 
required under thBtact,atthe same nttespTonKD 
in the act approved second March, eigbleeo 
dred and fifty-three, fhd under the ume lestm- 
lions and limitations, five thousand dollan. 

For salaries of nine aupervistag and i^J^ 
inspecton, appointed under act thirtieth Aueasi 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, for thebeUfrpm- 
tection of the Uvea of pasaeogen by stearabo^ 
with traveling and other expenaea ii>eanto*r 
them, eighty thousand doUan. 

fxpnuw tfthe C^ttuOon ^RntKOtfrmi^- 

To meet the expenses of collecting i''^!*"'^ 
from the sale of public lands in the s«Teral Sui^ 
and Territories, in addition to the baIaiK»<' 
former appropriationa: , 

For salaries and commissions of registry <» 
land offices ant) receiven of public moneyt. i« 
hundred and ten thouaand five hundred im^- 

For expenses of depositing public moiKfi^ 
neeiven of public moneys, thirty'iune tbouMB' 
•even hoodnd dollan. 
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?oT incidental expensei of the KT«nl Und 
£61, fifteeo tboQcand five handred doUan. 
PmiUMiary. 

7ot compeoaatioQ of the wsrden, clerk, ph^ii- 
n, chaplain, aisntant ktepera, guards, and 
tron of the penitentiary of the District of 
lumbia, twelve tboasaDd fire hundred and 
ty dollars. 

•"or compensation of three inspectors of said 
litentiary, seven hundred and fifty doltara. - 
^or the support and maintenance of said peni- 
tiary, four thousand nine hundred and sixty- 
: dollars. 

■ the Praenatum efOu CoUeeHonsqfOu Erploring 
JScpediHvn. 

I'or compensation of keepera, watchmen, and 
orers therefor, three thousand four hundred 
[ fifly dollars. 

^or contingent expenses, two handred dul- 
ler the conatniction and erection of suitable 
es to receive the collections of the United 
tea exploring expedition, and others, in geol- 
mineralogy, belonging to the United States, 
V in the Patent Office and elsewhere in Wash- 
ton, fifteen thousand dollars, 
*or the expense of the transfer of these eollee- 
18, and the permanent arrangement of thv 
SB, two thousand dollars, 
'or defmying the expenses of the Supreme, 
:uit, and district courts of the United States, 
:uding the Diatrietof Columbia; also for jurors 
: witnesses, in aid of die fVinds arising from 
s, penalties^ and forfeitures incurred in tlie 
al year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hun- 
d and fifty-eight, and previous years; and like- 
e for defraying the expenses of suits in which 
Uniud States are concerned, and of prosecu- 
18 for offenses committed against the United 
tea, and for the safe-keeping of prisoners, one 
lion dollars. 

To pay for furniture for the district court room 
.he eastern diatrict of Vit^nia, heretofore pur- 
Md by the marshal of that district, two hun< 
d and forty-nine dollars, 
•"or stationery, blank-books, plans, driiwinga, 
I other contingent expenses of the office of uie 
mmissioner of Public Buildings, two hundred 
1 fifty dollars. 

''or compflDsation in part for the messenger in 
Tgc of tne main furnace in the Capitol, four 
idred and twenty dollars, 
'or comnensation to the laborer in charge of 
water-closets in the Capitol, four hundred and 
-ty-eight dollars. 

*or compensation to the publio gardener, one 
usand four hundred and forty aollars. 

'or compensation of eighteen laborers era- 
sed in the public grounds and President's 
len, ten thousand eight hundred dollars, 
'or compensation of uie keeper of the western 
J, Capitol square, eight hundred and seventy- 
dollars. 

'or compensation of two day "watchmen em- 
yed in the Capitol squareV one thousand two 
idred dollars, 

'or compensation of two night watchmen em- 
yed at the President's House, one thousand 
I hundred dollars. 

'or compensation of the doorkeeper at the 
sidenl's House, six handred dollars, 
'or compen.sation .of the assistant doorke^er 
M President's House, four hundred and thirty- 
It dollars. 

'or compensation of one night watchman era- 
sed for ihe better protection of the buildinga 
le south of the Capitol, and used as public 
>re8 and carpenters' shops, six hundred Aot- 

'or extending the propagating department of 
Botanic Garden, and introducing' water into 
BROie from the Capitol square, twtnly-sixhun- 
1 dollars, to be expended under the direction 
he Commissioner of Publio Buildiiua. 
'or compensation of two draw-keepers at the 
bridges across the Elastcm Branch of the 
omacf and for fuel, oil, and lamps, one uou- 
d one hundred and eighty dollars, 
'or ccmpenaatioQ of the Aoxiliartr Ghiard, and 
fuel and oil forlamps, nineteen iBottsond four 
dred doliara. 



For fumace>keeper at the President's House, 
three hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

For procuring manure, tools, fuel , repairs, pur- 
chasing trees and shrubs for Botanic gardens, 
twenty-three handred dollars, to be expended 
under the direction of the Library Committee of 
Congress. 

For pay of horticulturist and assistants in- the 
Botanic Garden and green houses, five thousand 
one hundred and twenty-one dollars and fifly 
cents, to be expended under the direction of the 
Library Committee of Congress. 

Sec, 9. Jlnd be Ufiirthtr enacted, That the pro- 
visions of the twenty-eighth section of the act 
entitled " An act mwcing appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Govfimment for 
the Tear ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hunared and fifty-six, and for other purposes," 
approved third March, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, be, and the 'Same 18 hereby, extended 
for the term of two years. 

Ssc. 3. «}nd bt u/urthtr enacted. That the per- 
sons having claims for services rendered, or ex- 
penses incurred,'in the Cayuse war, who failed 
to present them within the time prescribed by 
law, shall be entitled to receive payment therefor, 
as though the some had been presented wiihin 
the time prescribed by law, to be paid out of the 
unexpenaed appropriation heretofore made for 
the payment of such •services and expenses, in- 
cluding the claim of Mr. Goodwin, for services 
as clerk to Governor Gaines while acting as 
Cayuse war commiffsioner. 

Sec. 4. And be itfurth^ enacted. That in addi- 
tion to those now authorized by law, there mav 
be employed by the Secretary of Stale one cIcrK 
of class two-, liy.the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in the office of the Auditor of the Treasury lor 
the Post Office Department, five clerks of class 
two-, and such sum as may be necessary to carry 
into cfiTect the provisions of this section to the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
eight, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otnerwise appropriated. 

Sec. 5. JIndbt UJMttr tnaOtd, Tliat the As- 
sistant Secretory of the Treasury shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 6. Jnd be it JutOut enacted. That all the 
provisions of the eighth section of the act entitled 
" An act to regulate the diplomatic and consular 
systems of the United States," approved August 
eighteenth, eighteen hundred and nfty-six, sliall 
Ue construed equally te extend to the persons in 
said eighth section mentioned who shall have 
been appointed subsequent to the act entitled "An 
act to remodel the diplomatic and consular sys- 
teniB of the Uiiiled States," approved March th^ 
first, eighteen hundred and fifty-five. 

Sec. 7. ^nd be it further enacted. That the dif- 
ference between the salary received by the late 
secretary of legation of the United States al Mad- 
rid, while ocling as charge d'aflaires in the years 
eighteen hundred and Sfty-twoi eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, and eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and the 
salary to which he would have been entitled as 
cha^i d'affaires for the same period', two thou- 
■ana seven hundred and six dollars and thirteen 
cents, and for the amount of an outfitof a charge 
d'affaires the further sum of four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 8. Jind be Ufitrt&er enacted. That the con- 
sent of Congress is hereby given that Thomas 11. 
Seymour, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States to the Gov- 
eroment of Russia, pursuant to the request of that 
Government, may accept therefrom such memento 
of the solemnities attending the coronation of the 
present Emperor, as it maybe the pleasure of 
the Emperor to present to him — such as is shown 
in the coirespondcnee transmitted by the Amer- 
ican Envoy to the Department of State, 

Sac's, Jlndbe it furtlter enacted. That the Judges 
of the supreme court in the Territory of Minne- 
•ota are hereby autboriced to bold court within 
their respective districts in the counties wherein 
by the laws of said Territory, courts have been, 
or may be- esli^tlislied: Provided, The expenses 
thereof shall be paid by si^cb counties respect- 
iffely. • 

Sec. 10. ^nd be U Jitriher enaelti, That lo 



much of an act creating a collestion district in 
Texos^ and New Mexico, approved August sec- 
ond, eighteen hundred and nfty-four, as include* 
the county of El Paso, in 'I«xaB,'be, and ths 
same is hereby, repealed. 
AprK0VKD,Maxch3, 1857. « 



Prauc, XXXVIIL— An Act nuking Aeproprt- 
atiOBs for certain Civil Expenses of tne Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the thirtieth of 
June, ei^tacn hundred and fifly-eight. 

Be it enacted by At Senate and Home cf Repre- 
sentoHvet'^Ae VnUed8tataiifJimerieainC9ture» 
asstndtted, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated f>r the objects 
hereafter expressed, for the fiscal year ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifly-etght, 
yii: 

SwrvtgitfAe Coaa. 
For survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast of 
the United States, (irtduding compensation to 
superintendent and assistants, and excluding pay 
andemolumenle ofofiicers of the Army and Navy 
and petty officers, and men of the riavj; employed 
on tne work,) two liundred and fiAy thousand 
dollars. 

For continuing the survey of the western coast 
of the United States, one hundred and thirty 

thouttand dollars. 

For coniinutng the survey of tlie Florida reefs 
and keys, (excluding pay and emoluments of . 
officers of the Army and Navy and petty officers, 
and men of the Nuvy employed on the work,} 
forty thousand dollars. 

^ For running a line to connect the Iriaiigula- 
tion on the Atlantic coast with that on the Gulf 
of Mexico, across tlie Florida peninsula, fifteen 
thoueand dollora. 

For publishing the observations made in tbo 
progrees of the survey of the coast of the United 
Stotes, fifteen thousand dollars. 

Fur repairs and altcraiionsof steamer Walker, 
and of soiling vessels employed in the coast sur- 
vey, fifteen thouavid dollars. 

For fticl and quarters, and for mileage and 
transportation for officers and enlisted eoldiers of 
the Army serving in the Coast Surve)i to cases 
no longer provided by the quartermaster's depart- 
ment, ten thousand dollars. 

For the dischaige of such miscellaneons claims 
not otherwise provided for as sholl be admitted 
in due course of seitlement at the Treasury, fiva 
thousand dollars: Provided, That no port of this 
appropriation shall be drawn from the Treasury 
except in pursuance of some lower resolution of 
Congreasi authorizing the expcnditore. 

To supply Uie deficiency in the fund for tho 
relief of sick and disabled seamen, one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

For continuing the Trcaeury extension, five 
hundred thousaiiu dollars. 

For the continuation of tho cuatom-house at 
Charleston, South Carolina, foiir hundred thou- 
sand dolWs. 

For the continuation of .the custom-honiM at 
New Orleans, LMisiana, three hundred thousand 
dollars. 

For the eompcnsalion of an additional appraiser 
general, to bo appoistcd by the President, oyaud 
with the advice and consentof the Senate, and to 
be etnployed in the districts or ports of Florida, 
Alabama, Missisaiupi, Louiaiaiia, and Texas, 
twenty-five hundrea dollars. 

For annual repairs of marine hospitals, twenty- 
five thousand doUara, ^ 

For annual repairs of euatom-housci, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For inclosing, grading, and draining the lot of 
land recently purchased to enlarge the site oLthe 
marine hospital at Mobile, Alaboma, fire thoa- 
sond four hundred dollars. 

For iron shutters and bars for the windows of 
the custom-house at Wihuinglott, Delaware, one 
thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses incident to the con- 
struction of the custom-liQuse at EIIsworth,Maiae, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For grading and fencing grounds of the new 
customhouse at Belfast, Maine, five thousoud 
dollars. 

For the P"T>o«b^f ,?^Jg8b'^^^^^ 
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to the cDBtom-Tionse and poit office buHdine at 
Peteraburg, Virginia, t«renty thousand doj&ra: 
'Provided, That no part of the aaid atitn of money 
hereby appropriated shall be expended for the 
eoMtroction of a porUco to said building. 

ForfioisMiiff , nprnnog, nfittlngtoad rcfttrniah- 
ing the marine hotpicuat-Paducab, Keotucky, 
fire tfaontend daHaia. 

For ftucin; and vending the. site of «h> Marine 
koapital at £iraii*villB> Indians, and for ervcting 
■table, aupidyiiig water tog kitthen and other 
Axttuaa of aame, fin thoaBODd Ave -hucdaed dol- 
fan. 

For fencing and {grading the frrouDda bclonginr 
to the. manne hospital at Portland, Maine, and 
for introducing vater, erecting <iables» remoYing 
tad repairing obi building for pest-house, and put- 
ting in kitchen-ranges, sixteen thousand dollua. 

Li^-Momi EtOORihment. 

Tor supplying five hundred and eleven light- 
kousesanu beacon-lightawith oiliglasschimneys, 
vielUiChamois-skiDa, polishing powder, whiting, 
•nd cleaning materials, transportation and other 
Iteoessary -expenses of the aame, repairing and 
keeping in repair the Itghting^pparatus, two 
hundred end ninelv-three thousand three hundred 
and firty-seven dollars and fifly-five cents. 

For repairs and incidental expenses, refittine 
and improvements of all the llj^hl-liouses ana 
tniiidmgs connected therewith, one hundred and 
seventy -three thousand two hundred and eighty- 
hine dollars and twenty-ona cents. 

For salaries of five hundred and forty-three 
keejierB of light-houses and lieht-beaeons, and 
Uieir assistants, two hundred ana seventeen thou- 
sand twoliundred dollars. 

For sdaries of fifty-two keepers of light-ves- 
sels, twenty-nine thousand seven hundred and 
ifty doflara. 

For seamen's wages, repairs, supplies, and in- 
cidental expenses of fifty-two liglit-vetsets, one 
hundred nncj ninetv-ntne thotisand five hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars. 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, painling7re- 
]>airing, remooring, and supplying losses of buovs 
and day beacons, and for chains and sinkers tor 
the aame*, and for coloring and numbering all the 
liuoTs, one hundred and seven thousand two hun- 
droaand twenty-eight dollars and seventy-eight 
cents. 

For expenses of visiting and inspecting lights 
|uid other aids to navigation, two thousand uol- 

For commissions, at two and a half per centum, 
to such superintendents as are entitled to the 
mmc under the proriao to the actof thifd March, 
eighteen hundred and fi^ly-one, entitled *' An act 
Making appropriations for the civil and difdoma- 
lic expenses of Government for the year ending 
June thin ieth,, eighteen hundred and ^fty-two, 
Bod for other purposes," on the amount that may 
he disbdned by them, eight thousand dollars. 

Jhrth<CeMfi^Caf{/^i«,On|g«mand IFMtfVfoR. 

For oil and other supplies for twentv-three 
tights, cleaning materials of all kinds, and trans- 
portation of the same, expenses of keeping lamps 
and machinery in repair, publishing notices to 
mariners of changes of aids to navigation, forty- 
tm tiiousand three hundred and twenty-eight 
doHam and seveht^r-five eenu. 
' Forrepairs and tnctdcotal expenses of twenty- 
three liglits, and buildings connected therewith, 
twenty-fbur thousand fire hundred and sixty- 
three dbllars. 

Por aalaries of forty-six keepers and assistant 
keepers of light-houses, at an areraga not ex- 
eeeafngeighthundred dollars per annum, thhrty- 
siirthounnd eight hundred dollars. 

For expenses of mtsing, cleaning, repairing, 
nmoorin^ and supplying losses of floating bea- 
cons arid Buays, and chains and sinkers for the 
and for eolorhig and numbering all the 
baoys> twenty-two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. 

For eonnntssioDs, at two and ahalf per centum , 
to suehsqperintendenta as are entitled to the same 
Underthe proviso to the act of third Mareh;ei^- 
teen hundred and' fifty-one, entitled "An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
aaatft npenset of QoTcmOieDt for the year 



vndinir Juno thirtieth , eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two, and for other purposes, "on the amount that 
may be disbiirsed by tnem, one thoasand doHars. 

For maintenance of the vessel provided for by 
the act of eighteenth Angnst, ei^itecn hundred 
and fifty-aix, for fnspection and transportation 
purposes, thirty thousand dollars. 

.For rebuilding the light-house destroyed by 
thiegale of Septemljer, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, at Cape St. Bias, Florida, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Forbuildiog and refitting with first-order ap- 
paratus the light-house st Pire Isl^d, to mark 
the approach to the Iwrbor of New York, forty 
thousand dollsrs. 

For rebnildihf and fitting with first-order ap- 
paratus the light-house at Cape May, entrance 
to the DeUware Bay, New Jersey, fbrty thou- 
' sand dollars. 

For rebuilding and fitting vnth suitable lens 
apparatus the light-bouse at Body's Island, North 
Carolina, twenty-fiv^ thousand dollara. 

For rebuilding and fitting with first-order ap- 
paratus the light-bouse at Cape Lookout, North 
Carolina, forty-five thousand dollars. 

For completing the light-house at or near the 
north pier-nead at Chicago, Ulinois, and for pro- 
tecting tlie same, in addition to the balances of 
previous appropriations made prior to thirty-first 
August, eighteen hundred sua fifty-two, thirty- 
two thousand seven hundred and eighty-fire dol- 
lars and two cents. 

For fuel-ond quortea for officers of the Annv 
serving OB light-house doty, the payment of which 
is no longer provided for 'by the quartermaster's 
denartment, six thousand fire hundred and eight 
dollars and eighty-two cents. • 

Forrestoring the light-house works near Coffin's 
Patches, Flonda, to their condition prior to the 
hurricane of twcntv-seventh and twenty-eighth of 
August, eighteen ntindred and fifty-six, twenty- 
nine thousand and fifty-three dollars and eighty- 
one cents. 

■ For compensation of two superintendents tot 
the life-stations on the coasts or Long Island and 
New Jersey, two thousand and sixty-one dollars 
and fourteen cents. 

For compensation of fiftv-four keepers of Sta- 
tions, seven thousand one hundred atid twenty- 
three dollars and eighty cents. 

For contingencies of life stations on the coasts 
of Lon*g Island and New Jersey, fifteen thousand 
dollars. 

Survey tftht Puitle Lauds. 

For Burreying Iheiiublic lands, (cxclasire of 
California^ Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Umh,) including inci- 
dental expenaea, and island surveys in the inte- 
rior, and all other special and difficult surveys 
demanding augmented rates, to be apportioned' 
and applied to the several surveyin' districta, 
according to the exigencies of the public service, 
including expenses of selecting swamp lands and 
the compenaoiion and expenses to surrey or to 
locate private laiul claims in Louisiana, in addi- 
tion to the unexpended balances of nil ftirmer ap- 
propriations, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For completing the surrey of towns and vil- 
lages in Missouri, two thousand dollars. 

For correcting erroneous and defective lines of 
public and private stuirejrs in Illinois and Mis- 
souri, at a rate not exceeding ux dollara per mite, 
two thousand dollars. 

For surveying in Louisinna at augmented rates, 
now authorized by law, four thousand seVen liuu- 
dred and sixty-six dollars. 

For Burveyms the public lands and private land 
claims in Caltfoniia, including ofllce expenses 
incident to the survey of claims, and to be dis- 
bursed at the rates prieseribed uv law for the 
difierent kinds of work, one hunared thousand 
dollars. ' • 

For surveying BtandaTd,paralleU and tneriduin 
lines in WaahiitgtoD Territory, seven thousand 
fire hundred dollars 

For surveying township and subdivtsional lines 
in Wasliiogton Territory, at a rate not ex<^ed< 
Ing twelve dollars par milei tweniy thousand dol- 
lars. 

^or eontiouing the survey of base, meridian., 
standard parallels, township and sectigo lines io 
I^vBlexico, fifty thou«aad dollars. , 



I For minreyiiu the neeesssry base, meridiu, 
standard parallera, township aiM section Han it 
Kansas and Nebraska, also ottUaes of lodias m. 
srvations, fifty thowasd dollara. 

For continuing ths survey of the bue, neii. 

' dian, correction parallels, towasbip sod atoum 
iiu^B in the T«mlory of Utah, fifty ihcfusnd dol- 
lars. 

I For^npMiag llie snfioisbed ncoidaar^blie 
and pnvate surveys to be OmttSbcni totbeSuu 
authorities, ujuUr the proviiieos or liu ict oT 
twelfth June, eigb;eeahundfei| and forty, k tlioM 
diatricts where the surveysare about being un- 
pleted, iwelfe thousand doftara. 

For reaurrey and examioaUon of the ntrreTof 
the public hmos in those States where the oSm 
of the surveyors general have been, or shiH Ik, 
closed, onderthe acts of the tweirth ofiuiw,«i^- 
teen hundred and forty, an4 twenty-seeoodHB. 
uary, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, inciniiiT^ 
two thousand dollws for the nlaiy ofthe d«i 
detailed lothis special serricein the GcMr&l Luj 
Office, two thousand five hundred dollara. 

For continuing the survey of the keys off (li< 
coast of Florida, hy the oflicea of the Coast Sb- 
vey, thirty thousand dollars. 

For continuing the survey of (he ialsnboffdK 
.coast of California, by the officers of the Cgut 
Survey, forty thoosand dolfaus. 

For drawings to illustrate the report at At 
Commissioosr of Patents fbr the year elehtHi 
hundred and fifty-seven, six thousand dolun. 

For flooring the basement. rooms in the 
portion of the Patent Office building, to moke iheoi 
fit for business purposes, painting Hie iatenorof 
said building, repairing roof, and forotlieMDa- 
dental repairs, eight thousand doUon. 

For preparing the saloon of the weit wing nS 
the Patent Office for the reception of nfodeUfu 
patents, and for fitting up aod fumishiug tbesun 
with suitable clises, fifty thousand dollara. 

For the qopport, clothing mod mcdieal tnu- 
ment of the insane of tha Msirict of GolnDbk, 
and of the Army and Navy , at flie asylum in wii 
District, including five hundred dollan forbo«ki 
and incidental expenses, twenty ihounui in 
'hundred dollara. 

For purchase of agricnliutal and bortia^tBid 
implements, and for the improreoicni of thi 
eroundU of the insane Asylum of the Diitriciof 
Ijdlumbia, including turn and garoen, five iIhii- 
sand dolhirs, 

Forcasualtrepairsof the Intent Office buildiD;. 
three tbouftsnd dollars. 

I^r eontinaiur the erection of the nortb fr«A 
of the Patent Office building, fOT the aecomnudi- 
tion of the Department of the Interior, tvohiu- 
dred thousand doHars. 

For support, care, and medical treatnwtit of 
transient panpets, medical luid Surgical ^wsa 
in Waslirogton Infirmary, three thoosand dolbn- 

For purchase of manure iTor the pablicpoiindii 
one thousand dollars. 

For hire of, carts on the paUie groimdiia< 
thousand dollars. 

For purchase and repair of 'tools used is w 
public grounds, five hundred dollars. 

For purchase of trees and ti«e-boxes,torepw* 
where necessary sudi as hare been planted ij 
tlie United Stales, aod the repair of parenMDtfU 
ftontofthe publicgrdunas,five thousuid dolEin- 

Foronnnal repairs of the'CBf>ito),wateiH:Ii)M^ 
public stablea, water-pipes, paveraents and odK| 
walks within theQ&pitol square, brokeaglanu' 
locks, six thousand dollars. 

For annual repairs of the President^ How 
and furniture, (including the miming or tiie Etf 
Room and enthre woodwork <^the interior, fiuni 
upHhe wuer-dosetB and cisterns, and mtluH 
other necessary improvements,) improreniciiYi 
grounds, purchasing trees and plants for jaresu 
and makingJiot-bedB therein, and coniiii^n''^^' 
penses incident theieto^leren thousand iomo. 

For refbniiaihine thePAsideM^ House, w » 
expended under tmj direction of the Presnieni.!!' 
addition to the proceeds of the sale of BudiofiM 
fomtiure and equipage aa amy be ietoyca '■'^ 
unfit fOKUse, twenty thouannd dollars. 

For fuel in part for the President's Housc.of 
thouaand eight hundred doflars. . 

i\>r lighting the President's House ano t-»r>' 
tol, the public grounds around them and utx"^'' 
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rxecutim offices, mA Pmn^lfaautmroaopi 

nty-seven thousand dt^aai. 
W pojcboM oC books for libvwjr at t^e- £x*c- 
nuKiflioD, lo b« expoaded unoer ifae direclMj) 
:ke Pr«8tdeBk ctf tbe iXaitod' Stbtaa, two kun- 
d and fifty dollars. 

'or ereetui^ easkiroii laiyyp ot ts s»d lifllitmfF 
nme u-lth gm from the wcatern tormioM of 
msylvania arcnue, through Bridge and Hig)| 
els, is C>oorg«town, fAor ttuxinukd delt^t^: 
vidcd, liie cost of the am» sfaatl not eKqeed- 
price paid for i&omt now in una -t)]Hikft Gar- 
ment ott P«nii*y4*ania a^pua. 
'or compenMlioa Alfrad Rivw^civil cp' 
;er, and paying the incidental cxpesaea iu 
ting surveys, drawiiigst ^cificauonfit nd 
mates for a bridge across the Pq^»I•40|, under 
act of Copgeet^, six thousand four hundnd 
ten dollara and seTeaty-seven cents. 
'or repairs of ibo Potomaci Mavy Yavdi aad 
■er bridges, six tboqsasd d^lars. 
'orrepairaofPennsylTaniaaveiKVilJuintlMUr , 
d dollars. 

'or ppblic-resemtioil numbsE two, &a4 Ia- 
Btte Square, three thousand doUafa. . . 
'or taking care of the grounds south of the 
sident'a Housei f-ontintiuig the impronremews 
the same, and keephy thetn In oilln-, three, 
asand doHar*. 

'or the erection of stables and coflserraioty at 
Preaident*B House, to replace those about to 
Aken down to ntslor Toon fbr die extension 
■he Tressoiy buiMing* twenly thooamd do)- 

I. 

'or die ptieMnAlioB txA ImpniTCBifliit of tlie 
ele a t the intersection ofPennirlTSiliaand If ew 
mpshire arenues and K" una Twenty-Thitd. 
■ets, one thousand "fiTe hundred dollars, 
'or completing- tfaegnidii^ and graveling New 
sey aTenne from North D street to NewYork* 
nue, the sum of seven thousand dollara. 
*or tkepaynsMtof htbotersemployed in shovel- 
snow from the walks to and arAuhd the Cap- 
,the President's Honse,and other pubKcboikt- 
■i five hundred dollars, 
'or repairs of wsisr-pipM, fivs hundtBd dol- 
I. ' 
'of continuing Washington aqueduct, one nil- 
I of dollars. 

'or continuing thw improvsnieiit of Judkmry 
Are, Fepairiiigfeiwee> and-eoiapletinf tho pave- 
it around the santO, six thousand dollars, 
'orconpletingthe inproveinkntof thegrounda 
ha Botanic cSu^n, one thousand dol^m. 
'or coBtinaing the grading am) plaotiB|; with 
■ the unimproved portion of Uie tna^, ten 
iisand dollars. 

!er r^paira of the fhmaoet under the Senate 
jnber, u>d Smtchm Gow>t room, flvo han- 
I doUan. 

^or United States Capitol extoMion, nine 

4red thousand doHars. 

'or continuing the work of tho new dome of 

Oapitol, five iHindred' thousand dollars. 

'or «xt8n0ion of the Qeneml Post Office, two 

dred ihoaiand dollars.' 

or enlai^ng the building fer-a-ettatom-houss, 

[ office and courtHPooot at Buffalo, Mijw York, 

hundred and twenty-one thousand dolJars, 

adii^ the ten peroeat. for tncidentada, fend fhr 

like purpose at Chicaeo, lUIlMia, two hundred 

isand donara, with the teh per eent^for inei- 

tal expenses. 

or the conacruedoB ofa euetom'house. United 
es court-rooms, and pott office, at Cairo, Illi* 
I, £fty thousand dollars, 
or the consiructiofl of warehouses nt 
stotion on the MissiMinpi river, below New 
lans, fifty thiHiaand dottars: Pnvidetl, That 
lart of said sum shall be expended until the 
e of Louisiana aball pass a law .ceding juris- 
ion over the sile of such warohouse to the 
tod States, and shall great to tho United States 
use of so much laud as may bs necessary for 
conRtruciion of such warehouse with wal^ 
t and privilege of the wharf now boilt or 
:after to be buUt at said atatioa. 
or ths ^ntinuation and eompletioa of the 
oni-house,poatoffic0,dkc., at Dubuque, loira, 
oty thousand dollars, with tet^ per eeot. for 
ijigcAciA;and the Secretary of th«lVeasury 
ftwj aulborind lo tain poMmaiou aad pny 
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for tho laad aad proseoute th« wosk, oondilioned 
ufwn tbs city of Dubuque entetinK into a.hond 
ij^ its corwrata oqpacifiy, witltgood and auficieoft 
iadividual aecuiyty for twioe tb« amount of the : 
a{i^fl|>ristionst that the Lcciilaiuto o£ Iowa wfill 
at-its nexk seanan pass an act eeaiiKr aMlwavs- 
jurisdietioB ev^ ths site to tha UoMed 8«tas> 
and forevsr eiEoniptiDgtha property IVeni »U loitr- 
a^ea. 

For figging footway in tjte Coi^essioaal 
Burying Ground from toe entrance of the sane to. 
the GovenuneM vault, two tbousaad two luto- 
dt«d dollara. 

For the oeUecUon of agticidtural staitistics, in- 
vestigation^ for promoting agriculture and nt*l 
economy, aad ttie ptocureraefit and distribution 
of eattii^ aad seeds, sixty thoosBod dollars, to 
bo expired uadw the direetion of tho Coomis^ 
sienerMPateau'i and'toeBaUe the Commiaaiener 
of Patenu to collect aftd report infomation in 
relation to the consumptioa of cotton in the sev- 
end countries of the world, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

To enable the deoretasy of the loteriw to pay 
the superintendent of the buikliog occupied by 
said Seacstaryand his Department, fro«i ths firat 
day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-fiva, 
to thfr thirtieth June, eighnen huadtod and thirty- 
eight, the allowance to be aaado to aoch anpec- 
iateaoent with bis sabry aa daik not to exeted 
two thousand df^araperfUNHm, IhsauBiofaeveB 
hundred dollars. 

For flagging the main afrcnufl in the Botanic 
Garden, and for atonopiKer for sane, ihreaUiwi- 
aand three hundred and sixty dollars.' 

For the coneUruction of a wooden bridge, with 
a double track, across the canal in the line of 
Ntaine avenue, fifteen hundred dollars. 

For amount di^e the contractors on the con- 
atmelibn of the marine hospital at Ticksburg, 
MtaaisBipp], seventeen hundred and aixty-two 
(foilars and' fifty-eight cents. 

For the continuation and completion of the 
United States court-hoose and post office at In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, sixty-^even thousand dtdlars, 
(with ten percent, forooatingoneiea.) 

For tbo eontinuation and completion of the 
buUdiogs fiir the United States oourts aad post 
office at 'Rutland and Windsor, Yetmont, foity 
thousand dollbra each, (with lea par cent, at 
contingencies. J 

For completing and fitting up the post office in 
the building erected for a custom-house and post 
office at Cincinnati, four thousand three hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars and ninety cents. 

For oonplettng the euoiom-faonse at Belihst, 
Maine, and fbr furnishing the saaw, three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, with ten per cent, for 
contingancies. 

VbT completing the enstom-house at Bath, 
Maine, five thousand five hundred dollars. 

For fencing and grading the site of the custom- 
house at Bath, MlUne, ten thousand dollars. 

Forenlargingtfaectiatom-houseatOgdensburg, 
New York, and providing for the uses of the 
United States courU and their Federal officers, 
fifty thousand dallars, with ten per cent, on the 
same for contingencies. 

For reparing Pennsylvania af enue, at the inter- 
section of Seventh street, the wid th of said street, 
on ths plan known as Belgian pavement, the som 
of fi¥o tbonsaad dellata, or so ranoh Aeioof as 
m^ ba necessary for that purpose. 

For ftirnishing lamp-poela and lamps on the 
north,. eait, and west sides of Lafhyewo Square, 
and for tjiking up and relaying the footways on 
the south aide of said square, cmd anderdtaining 
the same, the sum of one thousand three hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of packing and distributing the 
coDgresnpnal joarn«dsanadocumfnts, in porsu- 
ailce of the proviaiotts contained in the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, approved twenty-4i^th Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, twenty- 
two thousand dollars. 

For a small close revenue cutter, to be located 
in the collection dietrict of Key West, five thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

To enable the S«entary of the Treasury to 
cease such experiments and analyses of diffe^t 
bcdaof ««, as to test whether any of euch orei. 
in tiieir^tive slate, posaess alloys that iHtt 
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resist the tendency to oxydiae toOigreBttr extent 
thfin others, and to ascertain under what cireum- 
staaoea they-are fiwnd« wvt whore, in order to 
facilitate the proper selections of iron fbr publio 
works, two t/iou«and five bundjsed dollars. 

For oaaplettng and furni^iog the building 
purchased of tlHiBank of Pennavlvania to adapt 
It to the goes of a post office if) toe city of Phila- ' 
delpbiai ono btuidred thousand dollAee* 

For expenses of loanaond Treaauiy>notaih£va 
thouaand./doUara, being so tttwh of the anount 
of such oppropriaiioo beretofim vade aa waa 
carried to the surpkia fiind'on the thirtieth June, 
eighteen hundred ond fifty-«ix, whieh ia hereby 
reappropfiated" 

To enable t^a Pjceeident of the United Slatee to 
cfvsy intoefiect iba act of Conges «f the tl^rd 
Mareb, eighteen hundred and nineteen, and any 
subsequent acts now in force for the eoppcessioa 
of U)c slave trade, eight thousand dollars. 

To enable the Secrqtory of Slate to pav for the 
services of Dr.. James Morrow as agrieulturiat to 
the Japan expedition under Com^odors Petry, 
such sum as efaaH be feoad due under the net for 
liis relief, arairoved ei^hteenlb February, eigh- 
teen iHiadred and fiftv-eevcn, five thoneand nine 
liuadrcd and niocty-nve dollars and sixty cenls» 
or so mucU thereof as may be necessary. ^ 

For the erection of a temporary capitol for 
Washington Territory, thirty thousand dollars, 
and for a penitentiary in the same Territory, 
twenty thousand dollarS) inclusive of the sites of 
the buildings: Proeidsd, That each bwl^^sMI 
be fiaiahcd for the sums herein apBropriatc^ 

To enable the Committee on toe Library to 
contract with Mf> Healy for a series of portreiia 
of tlie Presidents of the United States for tho 
Elxecutive Mansion: Proviiled, The cost of ib« 
same shall not exceed one tliousand dt^iors fog 
tho fuU-length porficnita, tbc sum of five thousaail 
dollani is hereby i^ipropriatedi or in the discre- 
tion of the coin.mittee,topttrehMO such ofStuart'e 
portraits of the Presuknto as aUall be for sale. 

For building a oonrtrhouse and poet office at 
Raleigh, North Carolina, fifty thousaud dollars. 

For building a court-bouse and post office at 
Columbia, South Corotino, fifty thoiieand dollars. 

For building & coui-t-house at Madioou, Wis- 
consin, fifty thousand dollars. - 

For a ooujrt-house and post office at Memphis, 
in the Sloio of Tennessee, fifty tbousaod dolUrs. 

For a building at TaUahaeses, Florida, to ao> 
commodate tho United Stoles coorta and poet 
.office, fifty thousand dollars.' 

To supply a deficiency in the ap[H«pnatioa 
for the salaries of the judges of the circuit and 
orphans* oourts of the District of Colunbia, for 
the y«ar ending June thirtielh, cKhteeo hundred 
and fifty-eight, four thousand and fifty dollars. 

For the completion of a United States court- 
houae and post office at Key West, Florida, thirty 
thousand dollars, with ii:n per canu for contin- 
gencies, and BO much as may be neoeeeary for the 
purpose of a suitable siia for the same. 

Sac. 3. jMiafltetherenselad, That tho Prea- 
ident of the UailetT States be. and be ia hereby, 
authorized to riRtoint or employ, in his official 
household, the following officora, to wit: one pri- 
vate secretary ,atan annual salary of two thousand 
five hundred dollars; one steward, at an annual 
salaryof twelve hundred dollars, who shall, under 
the direction of the President, have cliai^e of, and 
be responsible for, the plate and furniture of tlio 
President's Mansion, and shall disoha^ such 
other duties as the President may assign him; 
and.ooe measenger, at on annual salary of uino 
hundred dollars, aad euch sum aa maybe neeos- 
sary to carry into effect the .provisions of this 
section to (he tbiruetb of June, oighteen hundred 
and fifty-eight, is herebyapproRriatcd outbf (M>y 
money in tne Treuaur^not otherwise opproprt- 
ated; and that for contingent expenses of the ex- 
ecutive office, including stationery therefor, to be 
expended under the direction of the Prcsideot, 
from tlie date of this act to tbc thirtieth June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, oeven hundiwd 
and fifty dollara. 

Sac. 3. M bt itfiuAtr cnsckd. That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and ho hcrebv is, 
authorized to increase the length of the building 
, forthccuslom-housc.postoffice, and court-rooms 

Oalf eston, Te»e^^^?Pj!5/««4g^^ 



422 



APPEIfmX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 6LOB1L 



[MarebS, 



34th Cohq....3d Sess. 



Lam of the United Statet. 



priation heretofora made will sdmit of being 
done. 

Ssc. 4. M ht UfitrOer enaetedj That the sum 
of ton tboannd dollars be, and the tame hereby 
is, appropriated, out of any money in ihe Treas- 
ury not otherwise approprinted, for continuing 
the lystem of protecting nnman life from ship- 
wreck, Bfl heretofore eatabliahcd, by life-boata 
and other meana, on the coast of Masaa^uaetts; 
the aaid sum to be expended l>y the Boston 
Humane Society, under thedireetioaafld control 
of the Secretary of the Treaaury. 

8tc. 6. ^nd he U fitrthtr enaettd. That the Pres- 
ident of the United Statea be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to construct the steam revenue cutter 
provided for by the act of Congress approved 
February sixth, eighteen hundred and fifly-seven, 
entitled "An act to authorize the President of 
the United States to cause to be procured, by 
purchaae or otherwise, a^ suitable steamer as a 
revenue cutter," by contract or otherwiae, in any 
manner which in hib Judgment may seem best 
for the public interests. 

Sec; 6. Jnd be U further tnaeted, That it shall 
not be lawful for the Secretary of the Interior, in 
executing the improvemcntx around the Caftttot 
Mrdered in this, or in any other act, to sell either 
roe railing, coping, or rubble stone now in tise on 
Ule Capitol grounds, bat shall, when they are 
eapersedcd, use so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary in inclosing Judiciary Square, and the 
remainder shall be used in incIoHiig inch public 
grounds OS the President may direct. 

Sbo. 7. Jind be U further enacted. That the pro- 
visions of the act of March third, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifly-three, fixing the salary of the c<A- 
lector of the port of Chicago, Illinois, at twelve j 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum , shall not be 
so construed as to deprive the said coDeetor of 
the per centum allowed by the sixth section of the 
act approved March third, eighteen hundred and 
forty-nine, to such officers as may have been des- 
wnated as deposilan«s under the act of August 
wcth, nghteen hundred and fbrty-six, and the 
benefits of said sixth section are hereby extended 
. UHRiid collector. 

Sec. 6. ^nd be it further enacted, That the pro- 
▼isions'Of the fifth section of the acteotitled " An 
act making appropriations for the civil anddiplo- 
naiic expenses of the Government for the year 
eighteen hundred and forty-one," approved the 
third day of March, eighteen htindred and forty- 
one, which establiahea and limited the compen* 
sation of coUectora of customs, shall be construed 
to apply to surveyors performing, or having per- 
formed, the duties of collectors of the eostoms, 
who shall be entitled to the same compensation 
as is allowed to colleetors for like services in the 
settlement of tlieir accounts. 

Sec 9. Jlnd be it further eruuted. That the Pres- 
ident of the United States may enlaive the area of 
the reservation Mendocino by extending its bound- 
ary northward, along the coast of the Pacific 
ocean, to the vicinity of Cape Mendocino, em- 
bracing sufficient territory for the colonization of 
the Indians in the coast range of mountains north 
of tlie Bay of San Francisco, andoTso those in the 
valley of the Saoiafhento river, but such exten- 
sion shall not interfere with the preemption claims 
of settlers. 

Sbc. 10. ^ttd be it farther enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to cause to be constructed 
at the city of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, a-suitable fire-proof building for the accom- 
modation of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, and for this purpose the sum uf 
one hundred thouaand dolltu-a be, and tlie saine is 
hweby, appropriated out of any money in' the 
Treasniy not otherwiae apnropnated. 

Bzc. 11. Jnd be itj\irther enacted. That the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to employ 
in the omce of Indian Affairs five^cmporary clerks 
daring the fiscal year; and for their compensation 
the sum of seven thousand dollars ia hereby ap- 
propriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the same to be in lieu of 
the five temporary clerks heretofore authorized I 
to be employed in said office. 

Sec is. ^nd be it further enacted. That the 
proper -accoonting officera of ilte Treasury be, 
ana Uiey are hereby, authorized and directed to 



reexamine the account between the United States 
and the State of Maryland, as the same was, from 
time to time, adjusted under the act passed on. 
the thirt^nth May, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-six, entitled " An act auuioriztne the 
payment of interest due to the State of Mary- 
land;'* and on meh reexamination to sesame tne 
■urns expended by the Slate of Maryland for the 
use and benefit of the United States, and the sums 
rsfbaded and repaid by the United Slates to the 
said State, and the times of anch payments, as 
being correctly stated in the account, as the tame 
has Heretofore been passed at the Treasury De- 
partment; bat in the ealeolation of interesta due 
under the act aforesaid, the fbllowine mks shall 
be observed, to wit: Interest shall be calculated 
up to the time of any payment made. To this 
interest the payment shall be first applied, and if 
it exceed the interest due, fhe balance shall be 
applied to diminish the principal: If the payment 
faU short of the interest, the balance of interest 
shall not be added to the principal so as to pro- 
duce interest. Second intereat shall be allowed 
the State of Maryland on such sums only on 
which the said State either paid interest or lost 
interest by the transfer of an interest-bearing 
fund. 

Sec. 13. ^dbeitfigHturematlei, l^alifiUpoB 
such reexamination of the account and applica- 
tion of the above rules, any money shall be found 
to be due to the Stale of Marylano, the HRrt shall 
be paid out of any money in the Treasary not 
otiierwise appropriated. 

ArmovBD, Ittareh 3, 1^7. 

PiTBLic, XXXIX —An Act to establish certain 
Post Roads in the United States, and the Ter- 
ritories thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Httue of Repre- 
sentatives 4f the United States America in Comreat 
atumbted. That the following roads be* and the 
Boms are hereby, declared post roads, to wit: 

MAIHB. 

From Patten, Penobscot coanty, via Idand 
Foils, to Smyrna, in Aroostook county. 

From Rockland, via Rockvillc, West Camden, 
South Hope, Union, McLain's Mills, North Ap- 

Sleton, Searsmont, South Montville, Liberty, 
Iontville,8outh FVeedom, West Freedom, Cen- 
tre Albion, Albion, E^ast Benton, and Benton, to 
Kendall's Mills. 

From North Caatine, via West BrotArtlle, 
South Brookville, and Brookville, to OL%w iek. 
From Skowhegan to North Aneon. 
From Weston, via Bancroft, Barker Traet,-and 
Reed Plantation, to Uw Molunkus Post Offiee. 

•V ' VBEMOHT. 

From Nordi EUieMon, via West Berkshire, to 

Berkshire, in Franklin county. 

From Vcrgennes, via West Addison and Chim- 
ney Point, to Port King, in the State of Kew 
York. 

From Bradford, via East Corinth, Vt^aits River, 
East Orange, Washington, and Barre, to Mont- 
pelier. 

From St. Johnabury, via Weat Waterford, 
Lower Waterford, ana Waterford, to Littleton, 
New Hampshire. 

« UASBACHUflETTa. 

From South Westport, via Westport Point, to 
Adomsville, Rhode Island. 

comrscTicoT. 

From Waterbury, via Middlebury, to Wood- 
bury. 

From Woloottville, via Torrington, to Goshen. 

KEW YORK. 

From Havana, in Schuyler county, via Odessa, 
Mecklenburg, aiid Perry City, to Tnunansburg, 
in Tompkins county. 

From Owego, via South Owego, to Wamn 
Centre, in Bradford county, Pennsylvania. 

PEMKITLVAUIA. 

From ConAeautville, Crawford county, via 
CroBsingvitle and Edenboro*, to Waterford, in 

Erie county. 

- From Hanover, via Liitlestown, in Adams 
co^y, and Monocacyville, in Carroll county, 
M«ryiand,to£mmittibiush,inFi«derickeoQiity, 
Maryland, m 



■ From Pittaburg, via Pitt^rgandConndlifiSi 
railroad, to Connellsville. 

From Brookville, Jeffisnon eountr, vitSidt- 
ardsville, Mary Annville, 8hBSher''s Conm, 
Beach Bottom, and Bear Creek's Milli, to Rii>c- 
way. 

From Kue Ball, in Lancaster county, rii 
Weaver's llCilI,BowmansTiUe,andKDanrVio 
Reading. 

From Marietta, in Lancaster county, via ^nr 
Spring and Heinpfield, to Lancaster. 

From ftoncaster, via Willow Street, Rsiriin- 
ville, and Bethesda, to McCall's Fferry. 

' From Lancaster, via Oraenland and Soodm- 
buT^, to Paradise; 

F>om Beaver, via Porkuison and Service pott 
offices, to Frankford. 

' From Evansburgh-to Linenille, via Sbenou* 
ville, in Crawford county. 

Prom HolUdaysburg to WilHamsburg. 

From Oreutt's Creek, Pennaylrania, teOw. 
mung. New York. 

From Stamicca to Tallmansville. 

From Tallmonville, Wayne county, to Sta^ 
.ru<^, in said county. 

UAavLifto. 

From Oakland, in Allegfaany county, viaShiry'i 
Red House, Forks of Horae-Shoe Run, Bonci- 
field 'a Mills, and Holly Meadows, to New laicr- 
eat, in Randolph county, Virginia. 

From Cockeyavillft, via Suawan, Butler, to 
Black Rock. 

From Allen's Fresh to Thompkinsville. 

From Port Tobacco to Ftagab, in CIwIh 
county. 

From Fredenek, via Lewiston and Caiocub 
Fumacejto Mechanicstown. 

From West Nottingham, via Battle Svafflp,to 
Rising Sun. 

viaoiHio. 

From Wellsbtus, in Brook ooanty, via BeA- 
any, to West Alexandria, in WoshingtoB eoulj, 
Pennsylvania. 

From Water Lick, Warren county, to B«' 
nerls Springs, in Shenandoah eopnty. 

From &tillville to Sumy Creek, in SnB 
county. 

From New California, in Roane county, ni 
WiUiam Gandee'a, Elijah Lsforee's, on die hi 
fork of Pocatodigo, awl New Kentuck, u> Sii- 
aonville, in Kanawha county. 

From Rowlesburg, in Preston ooustyiviiBw- 
falo and Wolf ereeka, up Cheat river, to tbt pw 
on the Dry fork of nid river where the nw 
from Beverly, in Randolph county, exoemt tb 
said Dry foric of Cheat nver. 

From WesternFord,TuckercouDty,YiALMiiH 

Hill, to Glady Creek, in Barbour coanty. 

From Woodstock, in Shenandoah eeoDiy, ^ 
Mount Olive. 

From Harrisburgh.in RoddnghamttWDtyil* 
Alum Springs, in Both county. 

From Point Pleasant, in Mason county, wtw 
Clarksbui^ rood, to Jackson Court-Houw- - 

From Buffalo, in Putnam* county,ap Eig^W 
Mile Creek, to Jackson Court-House. 

From Concord, in Appomattox county ■ 
Spanish Galea, to Ookville. 

From Miller's Tavern, in Essex coanty. to 
Bestland, in same coanty. 

From Lancaster (C. H.) to Menr Point- 

From Norfolk, via York riveiv to KioS *" 
Queen, (C. H.,) loucUng ot all post mff* 
said riv^r. ^ 

Establish a daily mail -from Ashlaad, in Kto- 
tucky, to Ghiyon^dotte, in Vii^inia. , 

From William 'a Wharf, by Green's Whvf, » 
North-End, in the county of Matthews, rf"" 
Locust Dole to Oak Pork, Madison counly- 
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From Chapel Hill, in Orange county, vu-- 
ington's Mill. Asa Bigbee's Store, ThomM B- 
Farren'b and Manly Snipe's, to White Cro». u> 
Orange eonnty, . . - rf. 

From Strickland Depot, in Danphio eooinr' 
via Dresden and Prescott, to Rockfiah. 

From Clinton, 'Sn Sampson county, via 
lor's Bridge, to Harrers Store, in New Haww 
county. .. t, 

From LilevilJe, in Anson county, Vh Huiej 
Ferry, to RockiKhvn, is RichnoiMl tavm- 



Fear- 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIS! TO THE CPNORESSIOMAL OtX^. 



57.] 



'rom Durham's Depot, in Oranee countf , via 
im'a Mill, Douelass and Weob't Factory, 
und Hill, Dials Creek, CroMBoAdt, near K«d 
luotain, to South Lowell. 

SOVTB CAaOLDTA. 

'rom Horse $boe. Sooth Carolina, via H0U7 
ing«, LoDg Creek, and Cbaelnroe, to Clayton, 
>rgia. 

"rom Anderson, via Piereetown, Equality, 
blown, Churubaseo, and Milwee, to'Andeiv 

'rom Anderson , via ViuanDes and X«etel Irfuid, 
Abbeville Court-House, 

'rom Pickens, (C. H.,) via Bartin** Table 
;k. South Saloda, to Greenville. 

oioacu. 

'rom Lumpkin, Stewart county, via Florence, 

jrtanville, in Alabama. 

'rom Newoan, Coweta county, to Wedowee, 
Randolph county, Alabama, 
'rom Covington, via Ro^y Plains, Snapfring 
lal, to Beersfaeba, Henry^ county, 
'rom the terminus of the Bninawick and Flor- 
railroad, wast of the Saltilla river, to the 
nioas of the flavaiuah, Albany, and Onlf 
road, west of the Altamaha river. 

ALABAMA. 

Vom Franklin to Oeneva, in Henry cotinty- 
VomCallier's Store, in Pike conoty, via How- 
's X^vel, to Buslvvilic, in Coffee county, 
'rom Greenville, via South Butler, to Oaky 
lak, in Bader coDDty. 

'rom Troy, in Pike eountyi via Whitewater, 
:kyhead, Haw Ridge, ana Westville> to New- 
, in Dole county; the route heretofore estab- 
ed by law from Troy, via Rockyhead, to 
eville, is hereby diacontinued and repealed, 
'rom Youuevilje, via Becketsville, Chapfli&n's 
■d, Goldvitle, Jackson's Camp, Almond,' Ne- 
ulga, to Wedowee. 

>om Burle8on»in Franklin conaty, to Barns- 
e, in Marion county. 

'rom Badeville, via Montreal, laland Home, 
h Pond, Balger's Mills, to Nixbttf]^. 
Vom Winohetter, on IdobHe and Ohio rail* 

d, via Isney, Bntler, Mount Sterling, and 
mpkineville, to Linden, in Marengo county. 
Vom Mobile, via Blakely, to Cottreil and 
inelly's Mills, in Baldwin county. 

'rom St. Stephen's, in Washington coonty, 

^itronell, in Mobile coonty. 

Vom Ste|>henson,viaAllieonCallin^i,to Lar- 

*8 Pork, in Jackson county. 

Vom Bridgeville, Pickena counQr, to Macon, 

Kubee county, Miaeimppi. 

'rom Tn^tegee, vla.Ifew Potoai, to Society 

Vom the State Line' Station, on the Mobile 
Ohio railroad, to Bladen Springs, in Choctaw 

nty. 

'rom Burleson, in FranUin county , tn Bnmea- 

!, in Marion county. 

MIBBISaiPFI. 

'rom Greenville, in Washington county, to 

Nutt, in Sunflower county. 

'rom Koscioako, via Centre, Torka,andEdin- 

e, to Union, in IJewton county. 

'rom Charleston, TalfthafchiecAunty, via Mc- 

llin's Store, Big Mound, to McNutt. 

'rom Napoleon,Ar]unsae,viaPrinlen,tnBol- 

• county, to Elm Wood and Victoria, in BoU' 

• county. 

'rom Lexington, in HolMea county, via Tchula 
he " Head of Honey I^nd," and -Gillespie, 
iunflower county, to Greenville, 
'rom Summit, in Pike county, to Meadville, 
^rauklin ciMintjy. 

'rom McLeodii Post Office direct to Brieklay 

It Office. 

'rom Old Hickory, in Simgeoo .County, via 
ydstown, Cato Spiinga, to BFaadon, in Ran- 
countr. 

'rem Old Hickory, via Scotehtown, to Wd- 

isbui«, in Covington county. 

'rom Old Hickory, via Padaytown, to Mount 

mel, in Covington county. 

LOinilAMA- 

'rom Sinimtport, in AvayeUee parish, to ^g 

id. 

'rom Clinton, in Eut Felicianai via StonjH 
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Point, Cold Springe, Benton's Ferry, Coelk, 
French Settlemen t , and Bayou Barbery , to Spring- 
field, in Livingston pariah. 

From MincMn, Claiborne parish, via Simm's 
& Buma'a Store and Big Spring, to Magnolia, 
Arkansas. 

From Cottreil^, on the Merroenton river, via 
Lake Arthur, to the Grand Cbenier, in Calcu- 
sion pariah. 

From Simmsport, in Avojelles pariah, to the 
mouth of the Bavou Rouge.in St. Landry parieh. 

From Ringgold, in Bienville parish, via Mos- 
cow, to Fillmore, in Bossier parieb. 

From New Orisans to tbeCheniereCaminada. 

From New Orleans to St. Bernard. 

From New Orieana, via Belize, to Southwest 
Paae. 

From Ftaqnemine, in Iberville parish, to Chor- 
enton, in St. Maryls parish. 

OHIO. 

From Racine, in Meigs county, to Ravens- 
wood, in Jackson conntv, Virginia. 

From New Philadelphia, via Altona, to New 
Comeraton, in Tuecarowas county. 

From New Bremen, via Knoxville, to Wapa- 
koneta, Auglaize county. 

From Perrysville, via Palmers Cross Roadaand 
Riper'a Settlement, to Ashland. 

From Gallipolis, in Gallia county, to Hamdoq, 
in Vinton eoonly. ' ' 

Fr9m Conneaot, via Clark's Comers, in Aab> 
tabula county, Ohio, Beaver and Beaver Centre, 
in Pennsylvania, to Conneoutville, PennaylTania. 

From Leipsic to Pleaaont Post Office, iu Put- 
nam county. 

From Oak Hill, in Jackaon county, via Rocky 
Hill, Key Stone Furnace, Vinton and Edington, 
to Wilkeavilla. 

From Oak Hill, via Wales, Patriot, Land Fork, 
and Greary Ri(^, to Marion, in Lawrence 
county. 

KKNTUCXT. 

From Greenupsburgh, via Old Steam Furnace, 
Clinton Furnace, Cannonsbuisb, New Hope, and 
Botu* Store, to John Bife'a, tnT*awrence county. 

Prom Ghreenupsburg.np the East Fork of Little 
Sandy River, to Isaac Bott^i, in Lawrence eou»- 
ty, thence to Louisa. 

TKNKSMBC. 

From Bristol, in Sullivan county, via Taylort- 
ville. Sugar Grove, to I<en(»r, in North Caro- 
lina. 

From Laey^ Depot, in Carter eonnty, via 
Elizabethton, Taylorsville, to Jefferson, in NorUi 
Carolina. 

Prom Talbott's Mills, in Jefferson county, via 
Homer'a Milts, E^by Ferry, Brook's Store; to 
Rutledge, in Granger county. - 

From Waverly, in Humphrey's county, via 
Roekport, Chase Vitle, and Fumville, to Lex- 
ington'. ' 

INPIAHA. 

From Georgetown,, via Indianola, Hickory 
Grove, Upper Embanses, to Pesotum Station , on 
the Chic^o branch of the lUinoia Central liul- 
road. 

From Riaing Sun, in Ohio county, via John 
Seranton'a, Milton Mills, Bear Branch, to Croee 
Plains, in Ripley county. 

From Franklin, in Jackson county, via Beards* 
town, Bi»stown, to London, in Shelby county. 

From Aurora, in Dearborne county, to Rising 
Sun. 

From Cannelton, in Perry county, to Paoli, in 
Orange i^unty. 

FroA'Salem, via Beck's Mill and Organ Spring 
Mill, to FrederictMburg, in Washington county. 

From New Caatle, in Henry county, via OuliK, 
to Greensboro*, in said r«uaty. ' 

From Paoli, in Orange county, via Newton 
Stuart, to Carmelton, in Perry county. 

From Salem, via Beck's iail}fi, to Vn^ericks- 
harg, in Washington county. 

iLLnroia. 

From Pesotum to New Albany, in Cole's 
county. 

From Olney , in RitfUand eonnty, via IiigTaham 
Prairie, Bibfe Grove, to lone, in Effingham 
county. 

From RoMfieU , Peoria eoonty, via Robin Nent, 
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Prineeville, and Blaekwater, to Wyoming, in 
Starke county. 

From Vermont, in Fulton county, via Table 
Grove and Johnson's, to Macomb. 

From Princeton,in Bureau county,toTiskIlwa, 
connecting with the Chicago and Burlington rail- 
road, and the Chicago ana Rock Island railroad, 
via Wyannctta, Buda, N^wnsett, Dora, Men- 
doto,Shefl!eId, GenneMee, Rock Eiland, Trenton, 
Peru, and La Salle. 

From Verden, via Chapman's Point, Lewis 
Solomon's, Scottville, Athenaville, Liberty 
school-house, and Dover, to Carrollton. 

Frpm Mount Carroll, via Fairhaven, to Gen- 
nessee Grove. 

From Carlinville, via Rhodee'e Point, FSdcUty, 
and Jerseyyille, to Harden. 

From Winchester, via Exeter, to Bethel. 

From Springfield, via Hpne Creek, and Brush 
Creek, to Virden. 

From Petarabuic, via Sweetwater, to EUkbert. 

From Dement Station, in the county ofOgle, 
on the Chicago, Fulton, and Iowa railroad, 
thence northerly on or near the countr line- 
between Ogle and De Kalb counties, via Hick's 
Milla Post OAce, Cherry Valley, in Winnebago 
county. 

Hisfocai. 

From Wonenabuif, in Johnson eonnty, to 
Bntlw, in Bate* eonnty. 

From Warrenabuif to Pleaaant Hill, in Can* 
county. 

From Lexington, via Richmond, Millvilie, and 
Tinney^ Grove, in Ray coiuty, to Utica, in 
Livingston eonnty. 

From CaKfifmia, in Moniteau county, to Ver- 
sailles, in Mof|^ coonty. 

From Jefferson City, via Bfiaaonrt river, to St. 
Joeeph. 

From St. IdOnis, via Pncifio railroad, to Jeffer- 
son City. 

■ ■ AOBAXIAa. 

FromWaldron, Scottcounty, via John Jones's, 
to John N. Slosaon's, on the Porteau, in Sebas- 
tian county. 

From Perryville, via Thomas Holmes's Mills, 
Esquire Tyler's, Crawford, on South Fourche le 
Fore creek, to Bnffingion Post Office, in Tell coun- 
ty, and Cedar Creek Fost Office, in Scott cobaty. 

From Desarc, Prairie county, via Cotton Plant, 
to Oakland, in St. Fruds county. 

From Huntaville^iMlladison county, via Ber- 

Krille, in Carroll county^ to the mouth of James's 
rk ol White river, Missouri. 
From Columbus, in Hunpetead bounty, via 
Millwood and Richland, to Rocky Cpmfort. 

From Jackson Port, on White river, via Pow- 
hatan, in Lawrence county, to Pocahontas,^ in 
Randolph county. 

From Helena, in Phillips conaty, via St. Fran- 
cit and Poinaett counties, to Gainesville, in Green 
county. 

From Calhoun, ia Columbia county, to Franks- 
viKe, in Claiborne parish. 

From Little Rock, via Perryville, Danville, 
BopnvUIe, and^beenwood, on the south side of 
Arkansas river, to Fort Smith. 

From Brownsville to Taylor^ Bluff, on Whito 
river. 

From Camden, via Magnolia, to Lewisville. 

From Little Rock, via Washington, to Clarke- 
ville, in Texas. 

From Xattle Rock, through Hot Spring equntT, 
to Stinnett's Mill, near the line of Pike ^nd Clark, 
thence by H'iW'b Mill, in Polk county, thence by 
the reaidence of S. R. Park, thence through tlie 
nwrth^t corner of Sevier county till K intersects 
the Fort Towson road, thence through tho Choc- , 
U^w nation to Wright's Ferry, on Red river, 
thenos to Foria, in Lamar county, Testos. 
mcHiaAM. 

From Pine Ru n , via Arbela, to Worth , in Tun- 
caloosa county. • 

Fro m Port Huron , vie Clyde Mills , Pine River, 
and Wales, to Memphis. 

From Mason, in Ingham county, via Aurchives, 
to Eaton Rapida. 

From Ionia to Falleburg. 

From Homer, in Calhoun county, to Pekott-' 
she. I 
^ Fi«iloni..by^gj^^5P^*j^g|^ 
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From CoMtftntiiyii.U) St. Joseph coanty*^ 
Shaw's Mills, Willikms, and HrownariUp* to 
Cua^lwi in Cui eouotr. 

Prom Ionia to VennontTillo. 

From HUMale, via South J«8fisoa and lUn- 
■cm, to Wood's Coraera. 

From Boston, via Fktiervoa^ BtBUf toQieeo- 
viUe, in said State. 

From l^nia, hy Cryifal, to tha Centra of las^ 
bella county. 

Fnm Ionia, by Korth FUffi to Uatfienoo, 
iD Ifca Qute of ftuohicu. 

Trom Weatherfbrd to Belknap, In Belknap 
county. 

fVom Tarrant, Hopkins county, via Qaitman, 
Canton, Big Rock, to Athena, in Henderson 
county. 

¥*rom Gainesville, via Pilot Point, in Denton 
county, to McKinney.^ 

Trom Brownsville, TUt Fort Merrill and 8«a 
Antonio, to Austin. 

From Waeo Vlllace, in McLenan county, to 
CfatesviBe, in Coiyell county, thence to Lam- 
pusesi In IdlnpaaseB county. 

rLoaiDA. 

From Allintor, the eountv seat of Ct^ambia 
cosnty, to SSiw BoUaon, on Aa SmmBW river. 
From Ocaoca Spring to FleauaglcMU 

From Leost in Decatur a>unty, via JMount 
Ayr, in Rin^old county, Bedford, in Taylor 
county, Clarinda, in Page county, ffidney, in 
FrCmont county, Iowa, to Hebratta City, in 
Ket>nuka Territory. 

From McQregora Landing, in Clayton county, 
Tim Decorah, in Winnesheik county, New Ore- 

Sin and Howard Centre, in Homrd county, 
tacyviHe and Saint Ausear, in Mitchell county, 
to Glen Mary and Bristol, in Worth county. 
From GuUenburg,in Clayton county^via Elk- 

Sort, Tankee Setuement, to Indftpendenee, in 
uchanan county. 
, FroniGutteaburg,viaPeck*a Ferry and Colei- 
bnrg, in Delaware county, to DyersviUe, in Du- 
buque county. 

From Guttenbnrp, via Glen H^ven and Bee- 
town, to L&ncuter, in Grant eonnty, Wiacon- 
•in. 

From Marietta, in MaTd|^Ieonirty,viB8teata- 
boat Rock, in HArdin comRy, to intersect same 
unit route already estabfished. 

From Indianola, in Warrea county, Iowa, via 
Osceola and Leon, toPrinceton, in Mercer county, 
Missouri. 

Trofn Ifewtoo, iii Jasper county, via Pleos- 
antville, in Marion county, tb Chariton, in Lucas 
coun^. 

From Fort Dodge, via Dakotah, Cre^, and 
A^ona, to Mankato, in Minnesota Territory. 

From Marenzo,via Toledo, ladiontowntMar- 
■bantown,Bdanetts,and Nevada, to Boonmoro*. 

From Clear Ijiko City, via BimUo Oreve, AT^ 
fena, and PmIi, to Spirit Lakes, in Dickinson 
county. » 

From Marietta to Eldora, thence to Iowa Falls. 

From V>Hton City, Illinois, via Olinton, De 
Witt, Mechaniesburg, Lisbon, and Mount Ver- 
non, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

From De Witt, via Tipton, to Iowa City. 

From Winterset, is MadlsoD county, via La 
Forte and Osceola, to Leon, in Decatur fcounty. 
. IVom Maqnoketa, iii Jackson county, via Ful- 
ton, Farmers* Creek, Otter Cteek, Zwingle, and 
Buncombe, to Dobaqne. 

Prom Ottumwa, in WapeDo county, to Chari- 
ton, in Lucas county, via Blakeeburg and Albia. 

Prom Mount Pleasant, in Henry county, via 
BriKhton, to Oaksloosa, in Mahaska eounty. 

From IowaCity,in Johnson county, via Was- 
MBVillc, in Washington ooudty, ^oulh E&glisll, 
Webster, Sigourney, and Marllnsburg, in Koo- 
k|di county, to QUmnvrat in- Wapello oonaty. 

From Oskaloosa, in Mahaska county, via 
KnoKviHe, Pleasantville, and Indianola, to Wj«- 
terset, in Madison county. 

From Newton, in Jasper eounty, via Pella awl 
KnozyQla, to Gbariton, in Eucas coaoty. 

From Mareitgo,in Iowa county, via Toledo^ in 



in Marskall couaty, and EMoca to lews FoJIs, in 
Hardto county. 

From Brighton, in Wasbiogton counly, via 
Richland, Joker, Martinabur^, Butler Post Office, 
and Fremont, to Oakaloosa, in MahaakA county. 

From Fort Dea Moines, via Greenbuahj St. 
Charles, Osceola, and Hopevillci to Monut Ayr* 
in JUaggoId county. 

From Wapello, in Louisa eonnty, to Mount 
Pleam^, in Henry county, 
_ From Iowa City, via North Bend, on the west 
side of Iowa river, Roberu's Ferry, on said river, 
Shelby ville, and Westent. to Cediu A^da, 

wneonsBt. 

FrWQ IUe*a Coraera, in S^wavkee copnty, 
to tTnion Grove, in Racine eounty. 

From l|rew London, via Nqmjporit Hobat'4 
Mills, to Waupacca. 

Prom ColumbaSfTia Hamden,Lodi,«ad West 
Point Centre, to Clifton. 

From Cereeoo, via Dartfard, Prineeto^, Mon- 
tello, Packwaulde, and Oxford, to MaUaton, iq 
Adams eounty. 

From Portage CMtT, via Montello, Stony Hfi], 
Daeotah, Adarto, Buma Tiata, bm Pbm, to 
Stevens's Ppint. • 

Prom Osfakosh, via AlgOfna. Omro, Beriin, La 
Cote, St. Marie, Princeton, and Montello, to 
Portage City. 

Fropi Wantons, via Neshhoro, to Montello. ' 

From Berlfn, via Seneca, NesfaborO, and 
Shields, to Montello. 

From Prairie du Cbien, via J^teh Ghiove, Bee- 
town, and Polosi, to Dunlieth, lUinma. 

From Prairie du Chicn, vio Nezekan, Paniled 
Rock, and Wexford, to Lansing, Iowa. 

From Praif]^ du Chicn, via MeOregor's Land- 
ing and Clayton City, to GaM«nburg, iir Iowa. 

fVom Bayfidd to CMppewa Pdh. 

From Ridiland Centre, in Ridiland county, 
via Woodstock, Spring Valley, Morysville, and 
Sparta, In Monroe county, to Black River Falls, 
in Jackson eeanty. 

From Waopaeca, Waupacca coQnty,Tia Peter 
GrovBr's, to Stevens's Point. 

From Black River Falls to NeitlaviUe, in Claik 
eounty. 

From Steven's Point, via NeiUarille and Wes- 
ton's Rapids, to E^o Claire. 

From New London, in Wanpsicea coitBty, rift 
Nortbpoit, Little Wolf, Ogdensoais, and lola, to 
Steven^s Point. ' 

From Viroqua, in Bad Axe cannty« vJ* Brook- 
ville, Beedstown, Tinny Settlement, Barnes's 
Mill, in Richland county, to Richmond. 

F^m Portage City, in Columhia county, via 
Pacific, Dekora, Lodi, and West Point, to Prai- 
rie du sac, in Sauk county. 

From BellviUe, in Dane county, via ZTew Gbi- 
ms, to Monticello, in Green eounty. 

From Prairie du Chien, via Elagle Point and 
Necedah, to Steven's Point. 

From La Crosse, via Gatesville, Pigeon Creel^, 
and Sbmerville, to Bau Claire. 

From Eau Claire, via Roefe Oredc, in Dunn 
county. Bear Creek, LiUle Bear Creek, BafTalo 
Prairie, to Alma. 

Froin Walertown City, viaParmington, Rome, 
and Oak Hill, to Palmyra. 

From Waubeek, in Dunn county, to Hudson, 
in St. Croix counly. 

Prom Prescott, ih Pierce connty, via Caraqn 
and EKton's MilU, Waubeek, Dannville, Bdu 
Claire, Chippewa Foils, Weston's Rapids, to 
Neeeuh, in Adanui county. 

From Fountain City, in Bufialo'cottmy, via 
Waubeek. Menomonee, to St. CKihc Falls. 

From Steven's PAlnt, via Chippewa Falls, to 
Hudson. 

Ffom Muscoda to Mineral Point. 

Prom ReedfiburgiVia Rockbridge, Fancy Creek, 
Reedstown, New BrookvillB, Bad Axe, and Re- 
treat, to Desold, in Bad Axe county. 

From Muscoda, via Orion, Reedclovn; and 
Viroqua, to La Crosse. 

From Toland's Brairie, via Aldeiily, "Pd AA- 
ipun, to Watertowh. 

Frojn.P«lmynh in Jeffisrson;eo^ntp, t* Watef- 
town. 

From Waukesha, Waukesha coanty, to Vfjut, 



From Eau Claira, via northeast comer <tfsMUoii 
twenty-seven, near $ttinges, to Alma, in Dun 

county. 

CALIVOB^nA, 

From Placerville to Georgetown, in Eldondo 
eounty. 

From naoervme, via Ncwtoini, to Man Kg- 
giM, in ETdomdo OBOOty. 

From Uniontown, in Humboldt eoin^, to 
Trinidad, in ETamaCh county. 

Prom Nevada, via Gfesstne.eB tbe 

Sot^th Yuba river, Sveeumd, Sebastopol, Sib 
Juan, in Nevada coanty, and Transa^ Cmi- 
ing^ on the Midijle Yuba river, to CaraptpBrilk, 
in Yuba eotmly. 

I^m Crescent Oty, via WaMo and Ctonr 
ville, to Jacksonville, in Or^an Territory. 

P^om Napa City b» CiewXjtke. 

Prom Napa City, via WJlite Sulphur Smm, 
Bjiigkt'sJUnoh, Alexander's Ranch, 00 Kuttt 
river, to Santa Rosa. 

Fnstn MoBiazcy, via Saa jMt» Obispo, lo 
Santa Barbara. 

■noraMxa. 

Prom Post Ridgely, via Soatb Pass of tb 
RiBsky Mountains, fiodaSpriiiM, Head of Hdib- 
boldt River, Honey Lsike, an« Nobh's Fan, io 
the Sierra- Nevada MpfUltains, to Shssla C^, 
California. 

From Minneapolis J via tlxcelsiqr. to Glanere. 

From Owatonee, via Genera, io Albert Lee's. 

From Cannon Falls, via Hantorvilk, Hi<i 
Fotpfit, Elkhorn, BprilfrTalley, and Forettrilk, 
toEiaotta. 

From Fore8tTil)e,viaAmoIdsTiIle,Mitiiidoia, 
to West Union, Iowa. 

From Chatfield, via Marion and Botliesler, to 
Faribault. 

From LiokviOe to Belle Plain. 

From St. Cloud to Otter Tail City. 

From New'ITIm to St. Cloud. 

From Oucr Tail City to Leech Lake. 

From OtterTail City to Crow Wing. 

Frofa Crow Wing, MHioesota, to Superior, 
Wisconsin. 

.From Irfech LaklM> Pokego-ipaa FaBs. 

From Anoka, via St. Jon&tbaif , to Snake Rirtr. 

From St. Paul, via Sl Jonauiftn and Piiace- 
tog, to Oiibw^. 

From Elk ns 
CiUr. 

From Taylor's Palls to St, Jonathan. 

fVora Chatfidd, via Washington, and Spriflg 
Valley, in Minnesota, to Osage, Iowa. 

FromCbaiii^, via Washington and Htnboii 
to Austin, 

From Chisago City to Chengwat&na. 

From Chisago City to Taylor's FalU. 

Feom Chisago City to Marjoe Falls. 

From Chisago City to StilTwater. ' 

From Austin to Mankelo, 

From St. Peter's, via- Baneifff^ Mimwsols, b 
Bradford, Iowa. 

From Red Wing to AII»H t«e^. 

From Wabashaw,Tia Centnville and Bodet* 
tsr, to Austin, 

From North wood to QrasDwood. 

Frotn Red Wing, via Maxeppa, to Oroo^- 

Prom Otter T^fCity to Bmcbinridge. 

From T«in Lake, via Carit«n'saBd^Oaeom,lB 
Du Luth. ' 

Prom BIm Borth CSty, MianttMta, 10 AlpH. 
Iowa. 

From Taylor's Falls to Wyoming. 

From St. Paul, via While Bear Lake, Fsnat 
Lake, Cbhago City, to Albambra. 

From Chisasv City to Cambridge. 

Pmm Red Wing to Venma. 

From Manketo, via St. Nioktdaa, to Oi^ 
l4w«. 

From Hokah, via Middletown, Watei«0*ai 
and Portlatid, to Lamring, lawa. 

Prom Wtnawar via Money Utm^i 
Yucatan, and Belleville, to Decorsh, Iowa. 

Frem T^peeotafc to nirib«oh. 

From Tepeeotah to Chatflrid. 

Ftero Tepeeoiab to Black; Riasr Fails, Wikad- 
Sin. 

From Henderson, via Rsdalone City and Ne* 
Clra, to the FaJI* of Sioux river. „ 
Pi-om Sonth Bend, via Buttenai Tall^, U> 



risar, via St.,^«Dat&an, to-fiHiinie 
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.From OroBoka Faribwik. 
From Fok«guunoD« vuLC^ibv*. ta Mill* Lao 

From Little FslUto MUls Lao C^y. 

From EUlotta, via hvoj and Auuu» to Elli- 

From St. Peter, TiaOlencoe, to. St. Cloud. 

From Cui^oA . Fallflt 'ria Kmyou aod Biee 
^ake, to Austin. 

From St. Peter* Tia WUtoa and AiMtw, to, 
Ickorah, lova. 

OBWWK. 

From Port Orfoid, via lUwMpIl aad Emixve 
'Htj, in Cooao ogwi^, ta Win ch iaiw, io Doc^ 
u coiintjr. 

HKir MBXICO. 

From Las Cmcea, Tia Meailla, in Dqna Aoa 
ounty, to Sucson. • 

Frflm SocBon, Tia Arizona, Colorado City, to 
Ian Diego, California. 

From El Paso, via M^Bi^"* Sucaon, Arizoua, 
Dd Fort Yuma, to San Diego, California. 

WAIHUIGrON. 

From Olympia, via Arcadia, to Oakland. 
Mmai. 

Prom Kansas eiiy« Missouri, via Wyandotte, 
Cansas, CLuindara, and Lawrence, to Lecomp- 

on. 

From Kitnsas City, via Delaware City, to 
^eavenworth City. 
From Tecumseb, Tia Walkapwa City, to 

lichaHsnn. 

From Wcatport, MSssoari* via B1ooniing;ton, 
'aria, and Su^r Mound, to Cnnficli^ui, Kanaa^. 

Fruin Paolij via AjBsavatomie, Bloomington, 
.nd Paris, to Sugar Mound. 

From Leeompton. via Davia and Midvay, to 
>aoli. 

From Faeli, via Brookiyn aod Pferis, to Sugar 
dound. 

From Cravford Seminary, via Talequa, tb 
i'ort Smith. 
AppmoTiD, March 3', l&ST. 

Vblic. XL.— An Act to supply Deficieneteaia 
the Appropriations for tire •srvioa of tha fiscal' 
ear ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen kiia- 
red and £^y-«even. 
BtU«Mi€Ud^ if the Senate and Ikme <f Riepre- 
mtativei qfthe UiuteiStntes (^Jmerytait^CHtgrets 
nesiUcdi That the following awns, be, and tHs 
ame are hereby, appropriate^ taaapplf deficien- 
ies in the appropnations for the semce of the. 
seal year ending (he thpnieth of June, eighlean 
undred and fifty-seven, out of any money in.the 
?reaaury not otavvisa appropriated, oatneiy; 

For the compensation of ine offioara, olerlw, 
teasengers, and others, receiving an annual sal-' 
ry in the serviee of tbe Senate, vis: 
For an additional meeseogar, from first Febru* 
ry to the thirtieth June, eightee^i btuidred and 
uy-seven, at twelve hundred dolUis par annum, 
}ur hundred aad nijietyaix dollars and sixity-u:; 
ents. 

For increase of compsnKtioa of the supertQ- 
sndent in charge, of the Senate fumacaa. hoea 
3urteeiith August, eighteen hundred and fifty* 
ix.to thinietnJnne.eightaea hundred, and fifty- 
even, at one^faandmrand tfweoty dollars per 
nnuni in addition to former aalaiy, one hundred 
nd four dollars and seventy -eight cents. 
For contingent expenses of the Senate, viz: 
For the Congressional Globe and binding the 
ame, three thousand two hundred and aighty- 
ix dollars and sixty-two cenu. 

Comtimgait Enpatmtftkt BfMU, 
For eledca to eoaumttees,pagtia,palioe,horBBa 

nd carrvalla, ftmrleea IhoMaod aavaa bvodrad 

nd oneaollars. 
For stationery, fonv thousand doDora. 
For reporting proceedings, sixteen thoasand-. 

bvea hundred and autety*aarai doUara and ferty- 

3ur ecnia. 

For miaeellaDcoua iteias, two l h aaaand aad aix 

.undred dollars. 

For clothing for the Army, oamp and garrison 
quipage, three handred aad thirty-two thousand 
nd fifty-six dollars and eighteen cents. 

for the jeyilar aogpliaa.af th*-^uartajtoaalar'a 



depaitaait, ooaistine of fuel for tbo; offioea, 
eBlisted laeo, guard, JHu^ital alOM-hoaaaa and 
oficea, fonge in kind for the horses, nuilea, and 
oxen of the quaitarawsltr'a departsnent at the 
several posla and stataona, and -with the mniea 
in.the field; Sat tbe horsaa of the tvojHciments 
of dragoons, the two regmaata of eavtdry, the 
renmqol of otoHoted rifiinwBi, the compeinKs of 
light artillery and such companiea of in&Btry aa 
may be mounted, and far the antborized number 
of offieers' hersea when sBrviag io the field and 
at the outposita, of atrnv for aoldittn* bedding, 
and of stationery, iaoUidiag company and . other 
blank-books for the Army, eerttficaiaa -loe dis- 
charged saldien. blank forma tor the pay and 
ctuHlennaater'adepartaaenta, and for the print- 
ing of division and depapawnt ordera, wmy 
QlatMas, and reporta, two hundted thowand dd- 
bn. 

For the inoveased oompeDoalion of clerks in 
the aeaay ofitce in New York, autiboriaed by the 
actof third IMsrch, eighteen handred and fiAgr-fiwa, 
two tboosand dolhin. 

For the incidental and contingent fiKcensea of 
the braneb Miat at San Fmnfisaao, Oaliramia, 
forty thousand dollara. 

For the aalary of the surveyor geaeral of Utoh 
Territory for thcfiaeal year cadine thirtieth June, 
ei^teen hundred and afly-fiee, fifty dollars. 

For amount due for the constractioB-or the 
marine hospital at Vioksbai^, Mississippi, seven 
hundred and. stx4y-two dcdbura and fijfty-cagfat 
cents. 

For amount necessary to ceaipiele tliecuatom- 
house at Louisville^ Kentucky, forty ihoueand 
dollars. 

For amount neceasanr to complete the cmtom- 
house at Bath, Maine, Sve thousand Ave hundred 
dollftrs. 

For compensation of two clerks tn the Depart- 
ment of State, authorized by the act of Congress 
approved eighteenth August, eighteen hundred 
and fifly-Bix, three thousand one hundred and 
thihy dollar* and forty-three centa; being from 
theeighteeQdiAugiiil,eightf|enhundred and fifty- 
six, to the thirtieth Jane, eighteen hundred and 
fifty -seven. 

oHvM, via.- 

PerfcMHi^aeBaaMta,iA«ladingfb1d#ng paper, 
envelopeSf 'and other folding' materialsj twenty 
ibiHisand dollars. 

For fhrnitwre/repairs, and boxes for members, 
two thousand dailara. 

For laborers, three thousand doHars. 

To indemnify the Clerk for suoh aume as he 
may have expended For hoeln under a resohiUon 
of the House of Representatives of July seventh, 
eighteen hundred and finy-Bix,and toenaMe him, 
under said reaolvlion, to Atrnish for each member 
and Delegate oftka Mooae of Repveoentativea who 
baa not haretoftite received Ae aame dn following 
enumerated books, viziOalesftSealon'sHegieter 
of Debates, Oengvaesianai Globe and Appendix, 
ENiUio Land Laws, Inslmctions and Optaions, 
Elliott% Debate*, Diploautie'Corfeapoitdenoe, 
Opiniona of the Attorneys Oeneval in ftva vol- 
umeo; Finanee Reports, Oalee A Seaton^ An- 
nate of Congress, John Adama'a 'Workr,-Jeflbr- 
son*a Works, to be sapphed fleom the.nuinbers 
of said work now In enarae of the Librarian, 
Htekey 's Constitution, and Mayo and Moulton'a 
Pension and Bounty Land Laws, one hundred 
and thirty-eight tbouaand dollars, or so.mueh 
thereof aa may be neceaaary, is hereby appro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise a|^pfopriated: PreMded, They be tur- 
niahed at pricea not exceeding; those ior which 
they were heretofore supplied: JM pnwidnl abe. 
That said books be forwarded by the Clerk to 
such public library in the district of each of said 
members and delegates oa may be desi|^ated by 
said member or d^egate. 

Contingent exp e nae a Hooae of R^treaent- 
ativcs: 

For alatiooery , aifht Aouaaad Ito hondiad and 

fiAy dollars. 

For miscaUaneoua itasaa, five thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of one hundred and forty-two 
oopiea of tnefiratand tenth vohimea of the .works 

of . Joha AAuM (ok tha mMtlm* 9t Ml* Thirty- 
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Second Coofraia, aix hundvad and thirty-niaa- 
dolLua. 

For the reutpropdalion five hundred and 
eighty-five dollara h«ret9foi» carried to th« sur- 
plus fund, being the aatownt appropriated for tha 
eogmving, of fij»-one thousand fi-va hundred, and 
twenty copiea ofthe mechanic^ partof the Pateni 
Office nport.tbr e^htaen.bundjced. and fi^y-en^ 
two. 

To supply -the dcAoieocy in the wpropriation ' 
for boolu for members of the Tbu-ty-Third-CoM- 
gceas, three thouoa.nd dollars. 

For Capitol polica, two hundred doliars. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of ilepre- 
seotativea to pay to John C. Rives the addittoiNKt 
compensation Or tha Oongnaiioo^l Cllobe and 
Appendix, provided in the sixteenth asetiott of ■ 
the. act making appropriation for certain civil 
expenses of the Government for the year aodia|[, 
thirtieth June, eighte«n-hiuuU«d and fitfly^aevana" 
eleven thousand one hundred and aaventy-iA>ur 
doillars and sixty-nine ceni«r 

To enable John C. Riveo. to pay to tha rej^iam-t 
of the Houaa the usual additional oasapenaation fyt 
reporting the deliyitea of tlio present session, eight 
hundred dollars oach, four thousand, dollars. 

For the completion of the nrinung hacetofora 
orderad by tha Sanata aad HoMpa of {Upreamt-.! 
attvest and paper Sur the aanot two hmued and 
fifty thousand dolUr*. 

For fees of witnosaes in behalf of the Oovam- 
nwnt in the Court of Claims, and of agenta or at- 
torneys to be appoinlad by tha aotiutor thereof 
to attend to tha taking of dafMiaiitaM^ thou- 
sand dollars. 

To meet the expenssBof nurses and attendaiRs, 
authorized by the third sention of tha actof six- 
teenth August, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
entitled "Aa act providing for a necessary in- 
cnaaa and batter oigaalzatioD of the medicaf and . 
hospital depar-tment of the Army, " from the data 
of sahI a«t to thirtieth June, eighteen hundred 
and fiAy-aevan, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For a reappropriatioo of fifty thoaaand dollan 
of the balaaoe or the appropriation tor the medi- 
cal and hospital-departments, which was carried ' 
to the Burplus ftmd thii'tieth June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, f<n- the payment of daima , 
applicable to eaid de|>artn)eni accruing during the 
war with Mexico, and not yet settled by tha 
Treasury Departmil|ALfi'ly thousand dollars. 

For transpartatioMrtbe Army, including ^a 
baggage of the troops, when moving either by 
lam or water, of elothH^ camp, and .garriaon 
e<|uipage, from the depot at Philadelphia to the 
aeearaTpoata mi Army depots, hone eqtup- 
raanta, and of aubaiatanee, from the placea of 
purchaae and from tha plaoea of delivery, under 
contract, (o siich places ta the circumstances of 
the sesvioeisay require it to be sent, of ordnance, 
or ordnyooe atona, and small-arms, from tha 
foundenesand araenals.[amoriea} to the aisenals, 
fortifioations, frantiar poau, and Army depotfi, 
feeigbts, wbarfhge, tolla, and foragqa; for the pur- 
chaae and hire of horaea, moles, and oxen, and 
tho purohase and repair of wagons, carta, drays, 
ships and other sea-going vessels, and boats for 
the tmnqwrtaaioB of aupplicn, and for ganison 
parpoaca; for drayage and cartage at the several, 
paau, hire of teamaters, transportation of ftinds 
for the pay and other disbursing deparimeatsi 
the expense of eailiiur public transports on tha 
various tivara, the Gulf of Mexico, and tha 
Athmiic and Pacific; and for proeuruv water at 
eueh posts as, from their situation, reqaire that 
it be orought frota a distawe, aevea handred 
thousand dollan. 

For completing the repairs of the branch Mint 
atNewOrleans,and rendering theaaoiefire-proof, 
one hundred and twenty thousand six hundred 
and aixty-oas doUait. 

For seamen *a wages, rapeixs, end incidental, 
expenses of light vewels, occasioned by dantages, 
loas of moonnga* and for neceaaary exp«uea in 
reoovaring aaia vaaaela broken adrift during the 
lata stoma and freaheu, and by floating ice, forty 
thousand one hundred, and five dollara and sixty- 
two cents. 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, painting, 
repairing, remooring, and supplying losses of. 
bmya, and/or chaint and makers, oecaaionad b% 

•^'^ ■ Qiglrizeo oy'vJO'vj'p^nL' 
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Jbawi of the l^tUad States, 



4biM|^, ioHM,M}d for necMMry expuMM in r«- 
eovering and mtorinfc huoyt and their apjiend- 
axra during the late atorms and freaheta, and bf 
flbatiog ice, thirt^-aeTen ihouaand five baodred 
ttnd aixty-iwo dollara and aizi;r cenia. 

For reatorinc apindles and repwring day bea- 
eena'drairojwa or damaged by the lata atorma, 
freahata, ana floating ice, foortaen thouaand fire 
bandred and fiAy dollara. 

For derravinj^ expenBea of the deAmaa of auita 
againat the United Btatea for landa occupied by 
marine hoapitala, ligbt-houeea, and fortificationa 
at the harbor of Sao Fkancbeo, California, thirty 
thouaand dollara. 

To defray ezpenaea incurred in prepariiv plana 
and eaitmatea of eoit of a new jail for the Dia- 
tfia of Colambia, and of a boildingfor the proper 
Meonmodation of the Department of the Intenor, 
ivc hundred dollan. 

8bc. 3. Jni bt UJkrOer enacted. That the extra 
compenaaiion given by each of the two Houeea 
of Congreaa, in the year eighteen hundred and 
£fty-aix, to ita officera and employes, abali be 
paid by ita diaburaing oflker out of the contin- 
gent fund, and^bia aeeouota therefor ahall be 
allowed by the accoanting office rs of the Treaa- 
ury Department, But nothing herein contained 
ahall be ao conatraed as to repeal the joint reao- 
lution pf twentieth of Jaly,eigfateen hundred and 
fiAy*foar, **to fix the compenaaiion of the era- 
fioyta in the legulatiTe department of the Oot- 
ernroent, and to prohibit the allowance of ihe 
usual extra compenaation to anch as receive the 
benefits liere^'' which aaid rea<dution ia hereby 
declared to be in fiiU force and effect, except ao 
far aa herain provided for. 

See. S. <M U it fitrther cnaefed, That the 
prOTiaions of the thirteenth section of " An act 
nrnking appropriation for certain civil expenaea of 
the Oovernment for the year ending the thi^teth 
of Jane,eighteen hundreaandfifly-Bix,"aIlowing 
to the several disburaing agents for the late Cali- 
fornia land commission the same compenaation 
for the receipt and diibursementof moneya aaare 
allowed to other disburaing (tSiccrn of the Gov- 
ernment in California, was intended to apply, and 
ia hereby declared to apply, and give said com- 
pensation aa wall when the dlhbnrsing agent was 
ft member of aaid eomraission as in other ease*. 

AmtevBD, March 8, 3857. 



PnLiCf XLI.— An Aet mAag Appropriatiooa 
for the Naval Service for the year endinv the 
thirtieth of June, eighlaea iiuMied and fiAy- 
eight. 

St it enaded bjf the Senate and Htnue of Repre- 
$naaH»e$<ifthe United Stales of .SmeTiea in Cot^tu 
a$$tiiMed, That the following sums be, and tliey 
•re hereby, appropriated, to be paid out-of any 
money in the TreasuT^ not otherwise appropri- 
ated, for the year ending the thirtieth of June* 
eighteen hundred and fiuy-eight: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty 
officers and seamen, including the engineer corps 
of the Navy, thiee million eight hundred and 
My-flve thouaand four hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 

And the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
liereby, authorised to enlist eight thousand five 
hundred men for the Navymatead of aeven thou- 
sand five hnndred, and to expend so much of this 
amount aa may, in his opinion, be neceasary to 
transport officera end men to and from Panama, 
to relieve the officers and crews of ahips in the 
Pacific. 

For provisions for commission, warrant, and 
petty officera and seamen, including engineers and 
marines attached to vessels for sea service, eieht 
hundred and fi^y thouaand four hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For increaae, repair, armaiftent, and equipment 
of the Navy, including the wear and tear of vea- 
aela in commission, fuel for steamera, and pui^ 
chase of hemp for the Navy, two million eight 
hundred and seventy-seven thousand dollars. ' 

For ordnance ana ordnance stores and amatl 
arms, including incidental expenaea, three hun- 
dred and four thouaand dollars. ' 

For eooUngent expenses that may accrue for 
the following purposes, via: freight and tmns- 
fortaiioD, pnating and itaUoneryi advertising in 



newapapera, books, mapa, modeli, find drawinga; 
parcbaaaaodruiairofflre-eitginea and machinery; 
repairs of, and attending to, ateam-enginea in 
navy-yarda; purchase and maintenance of horses 
and oxen, and drawing teama, carta, timbcr- 
wheela, and the purehaae and repairs of work- 
men 's tools ; pos ti^ of public letters; Aiel, oil, and 
candles for navy-yarda and shore stations; pay 
of watchmen, ana iocidsntal labor, not- charge- 
able to.'any other appropriation ( transportation 
to, and labor attending the delivery of provisions 
and stores on foreign stationa;whaniige,dockage, 
and rent; travelingezpenses of officers and othcra 
undar orders; foneral expenaea; store and office 
rent: atationery, fuel, commissions and pay of 
clerks to Navy agents and atorekeepers; flags, 
awnings, and packtng-boxea;premiuma and other 
expenaea of recruiting, apprehending deaeiters, 
per diem pay to peraons attending courta-martial 
and courts of inquiry, and other services author- 
ized by law, pay to judges advocate; pilotage 
and towage oi veaaels, a'>d assistance to vessels 
in distress; bills of health, and quarantine ex- 
penaea of vessels of the United Staiea Navy in 
foreign poru, eight hundred and eighty thouaand 
dollars: Provided, That the expenditures under 
the foregoing appropriations shall be so accounted 
for at to show the dfiabursementa by each bureau, 
under each reapeetive appropriation. 

To enable tke Secretary of the Navr lo arm 
and man the ordnance ship Plymouta at the 
Waahiqgton navy-yard, with a view lo tlie im- 
provement of ordnance and gnnoery praetice, 
forty-nina 'thousand dollars. 

Jfortne Corps. 

For pay of the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, clerks, messengers, 
stewards, and servants, for rations and clollung 
for servants, subsistence and addiiional rations for 
five years' service of officers, for undrawn cloth- 
ing and rations, Bounties for retinlislments, and 
pay for unexpired terms of previous service, three 
hundred and fifty-nine ttiousand six hundred and 
□inety<one dollars and sixty-eight eeats. 

For proTtsions forlurines serving on shore, 
fifky-four thouaand five hundred and thirty-one 
dollars. 

For dolbiag, fifty-flv« thoasand two hundred 
and sixty-four dollars. 

For fuel, tweoty ihouaand bundled and 
eighty-one dollara and eighty-aevea cents. 

For military etorea, repairs of arms, pay of 
armorer, for aeeoutermenia, ordnanee etorea, 
flags, drums, fifes, and musical instiuments, nine 
thousand dollars. 

For tranaportation of officers and troopa, and 
expenaas of recruiting, twelve thousand do||ars. 

For repairs of barracks and rent of temporary 
barracka and offices, eight thousand dolhirs. 

For contingencies, via: freight, ferriage, toll, 
cartage, and wtiarfoge, aonpensation to judgea 
advocate, -per diem for attending courta-martial 
and courts of inquiry, forooosunt labor, house 
rent in lien of quarters, burial of deceased ma- 
rines, pnnting.slationery, postage, apprehension 
of deserters, oil, candles, forage, straw, fur- 
niture, bcd-aacka, spades, shovels, axes, picks, 
carpenters' tools, Ice^of a horse for the mts- 
seneert (wyof matron, washerwoonan, and porter 
at the hospital he«dquartera, and for tlie building 
of two.cisierns at headquartera, thirty-two thou- 
aand five hundred dollara. 

HAVT-TASDI. 

For the conilmction and completion of works, 
and for the current repaira at the aeveral navy- 
yards, viz: 

PortmnttUh', JVVui ' HampMre. ~For removing 
ledge, coal-house, offices, and muster-room, tank- 
shed, lodge for ordinary, eneine-house, for pre- 
paring moorings for the deep oasin, repairs of all 
kinds, one hundred and twenty-four thousand four 
hundred and twenty-two dollars. 

Boston.— For additional story to paeklng-houae 
and purser's store,eml>ankmeDt around machine- 
shop, gutters for rope-walk, extension of dry- 
doek, for completion of foundery, maehine and 
boiler-shop, completingdoek-engine, dt«fdge-boat, 
and scows, reaei^ir, waler-eloiels, and floating- 
stftfes, repairs of -all kinds, three hundred and 
eighty thousand three hundred and ten dollars. 

■Vnv Fci**— For -r ss e i f oir, yard fonce, vater- 



ck>seu, and ligblning-rods; paving sod tketas- 
repairs of dry-dodt;quay wall; dredging;en|iBt- 
bouae; completing foundery, madiine and boiler 
shop; completing sniUiery, saw-iailt, ud ai- 
pentera' ahop; UijibeMbiMl; heating plambfrs' 
and block ahop; nmchinery for founder^, boikr 
shop, amithery, and ^ffee-mill; filling in new 
parehase; repairs of aH kinda, three hnndrad uti 
eighty-six thoasand oae knndnd and seveaiT' 
two dollars. ' 

For ^he construction of a sewer upon Floibinr 
avenue to Vaoderbilt'savenue, thence throuehibt 
United Siatea grounds to Uie Wallsboat Wtfa, 
aixttr thousand dollars: JVwsmM, That the dtv 
of Brooklyn shall pay one half of the oost nfiia 
same on Flushing artntve. 

PkiiadelpUa.-^OT addition to amiihery, wtdi- 
tim to edrioe^ouae, dredging channels, npain 
of all kinds, seventy-three utoosaod and seveott- 
five dollars. 

Waahinglon. — For completin|ralotting-niaicbiM; 
grading and fiJIii^ yard; dredging; muater office; 
machinery and tools; repairs of all kinds, one 
hundred and nineteen thouaand and eighteen dot* 
lars. 

Abrfoifc.— -For quay wall and dredging, exten- 
sion of boiler and forge shop, a um^r ilitd, 
commencing ship-bouse number forty-cigbi, com- 
mencing victualing esUbUsbment and purser'i 
store, funuwes, cranes, and tools for founderr, 
spar abed, completingahip-houae B, shed number 
forty-eight, and atore-house number fourteeo, 
completing dock-engine and carpenters' sIiob, 
repairs of all kinds, three hundred and fifty-ei^t 
thousand eight hundred and twelve dollus. 

Pettsoco^s.— For extension of granite wbarf; 
foundery; dredging; launching a£pi improriif 
spar pond and railway to aame; completing fin 
engine-house, rail tracks, steam box, pitch tad 
oil houses; repairs of all kinds, two hooibed ud 
three thousand dollars. 

Jtfare Msnd.— For timber sfaed with mold loA 
iiboTe;coopers* and PaintShop, with lanksbed; 
coppersmiths', tinners', and ^ambers* shopi; 
two blocks of officers' houses; two cislemi; 
permanent wharf; mooring piers, grading, and 
paving; repairs of all kinds, thna hundred ud 
ninety-nine thouaand eight buodrad and eigbt 
dollars. 

Saekett'i H«r*or.— For repitini of ship hooie, 
fences, and other buildings, one *lmwiid doikn. 

Hospitals: 

For the oonstraetion and completion ofvoifa, 
and for the current repairs of the seveml osnl 
hospitals: - 

, Bstfsn.— Forrep(dni^baiIdiBgs,twothoas8iii 
five hundred dollars. 

J</iK Y&Hc.—For etfmpleting eemetery, repait« 
of buildings sad ftnces, seven thouaand twoW 
dred dollars. " 

Jfaeal ^ttflimt, PUade^ikia. — For south nil 
on Shippen street, grading, paving, and carbine 
Shippen atreet, repairs of fumacea, grates, cless- 
iog, and wbttevraabing, gas, water rent, txi 
furniture, repairs of all kinds, fifteen thoonfld 
eight hundred dollars. 

MfffM. — For building and completing Bl^ 
geon 's bouse, repai'rs of brick walk, and currrnt 
repairs of bnildinga, twenty-two dionsand one 
hundred and fifteen dollara. 

Ptnaoeois.— .For draining and filling ponds, and 
for general repairs of buildings, aixtecn thonnnd 
dollars.- 

Maeazinea: 
For tne construction snd completion of votk', 
and for the current repairs of uic several saval 
magazines: 

Partsmovtk, Mhe Hotimftire. — For fitting and 
furnishing orditanoe building and conductors, aiul 
for repairs of all kinds, four tboosaod two hoif 
dred and twanty-tTiree dollars. 

Bai(o«.-^For repair* of all kinds, one thoasuid 
dollars. 

AVw ForJb. — For eoropletioB of armory, losded 
ahelNhouse, and gun-carriage shed ; sighiine 
ground for eannon; new gun mund; anall rov- 
boat and shed; repairs of wharf; new pier and 
boat slip at Ellis's Isbuid; repairs of all kinds, 
thirty-six thousand two hundred and ibirty-eif^t 
dollars. ■ - 

fJ W a dri^ .-Jor bniUing vInM' at Fort Uif- 
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fltn, and repairs of all kinds, ten thoasand one 
hundred and seven dollan. 

WtMngtMt.—Vor repairs of ordnance building, 
four thiAisand eight hundred dollars. 

Abc/bUfc. — For ordnance building, ennne and 
i»Bfchin«ry, lea-wall at Fort Noifbtl, and repairs 
of all kin^i fifty-aix tikonaud and ninety dol- 
lara. 

Pduseola.— For repairs of bD kinda, one fhoa- 
«and dollars. 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, 
and all the civil ealablishmenta at the several 
nav^-Tards and stations, one hundred and twsn- 
ty-eigDt thousand three faandred and s%hty-two 
doilara. * 

Por the purchase of nautical inatmments re- 
quired fbr the use of the Navy, for repairs of the 
aame, and also of astronomisal instruments, and 
for the purchase of nautiod books, maps, and 
charto^jand for backing and binding the same, 
'ei^teen thousand dollars. 

HPor printing and pobliahing sailing directions, 
hydro^raphi(»]surveyB, and astronomical observ- 
ations, fineen thousand doHars. 

Vor continuing the publication of the series of 
wind and earrentehatis,and fordefVayingall the 
expeiMM caBDeetod therewith, eighteen tnoastmd 
AoUnn. 

For models, drawings, and copyinr, postage, 
freight, and traneportation, for working Ittno- 
graphio press, including chemicala, for keeping 
grounds in order, for fuel and lights, and for all 
other contingent expenses of the United States 
Naval Observatory and Hydrograpluoal oflke, 
ei^t thousand douara. 

Yor the wages of persons employed at the tTni- 
ted S^lea Naval Observatory and Hydrograph- 
ieal office, viz: one lithographer, one instrument 
maker, two watchmen, and one. porter, three 
thoasand one hundred and sixty dollars. 

For erection, improvement, and repairs of 
buildings and rnounds, and nupport of the Naval 
Academy at 'Annapolis, Maryland, forty-two 
thouSana three hundred and seven dollars and 
twenty-two cents. 

For preparing for publication the American 
Nautical Almanac, twenty-six thooaaod eight 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

For preparing for publication the surveys of 
the late expedition to the North Pacific ocean and 
Behrin^'s Straits, and fbr finishing the publica- 
tion of the charts made by the late expedition for 
the expIoralioD and survey of the river La Plata 
and tributaries, six thousand seven hundred and 
Bixty- dollars: JVssUed, That the whole expense 
mbatl not exceed the sum hereby appropriated. 

For thereafpropriaUonofthusiim,(oBiiisdto 
the surplus fund,) being the amounts due Thomas 
Barnuat , of ConneeUeut, for prize money, ss ap- 
peara from the prize-list of the Erie squadron, on 
ale in theoSce of the FourdiAuditor of the Treas- 
ury, two hundred and fourteen dollars and eighty- 
nine cents. -- ' 
Sbc. 3. Jind bt.U fitrtker enaaed. That, to en- 
mble the Secretary of the Navy to test us^ul 
inventions and discoveries appUeable to, and de- 
Binned tondvaiiee, the effioeney of the Navy, the 
«uni of ten thoasand dollars is hereby appropri- 
stted, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and the same is sul^ct 
to ius oontrol. 

Skc . 3. ^nd he UfiirtherxiwtUd, That hereafter 
it ■ball bs lawful for the Secretaiy of the Navy 
to plawo ths supsrvision^of the compilation and 
publication of Ae Nautical Alnianac in chaise 
of any oflteer or professor of mathematics of the 
Navy of compStentqualifications: Protided, That 
■uch officer or professor, when so employed, shall 
receive no hie oer pay than the duty pay to which 
his grade shall entitle him. 

Sec . 4. ^n4 be U fiirther enacted. Thai the acts 



joar, sua or Ui^ f March, eighteen hundred 
and ^(ty-£ve, ^l^JfO „ construed as to allow 
to the boaJ»Va^%Jl „ner», sailmakers, and car- 

jxiAtn of ih^ g^^^hen on shore duly, the 
SS'^M^V^^a ^arvice as is allowed to 

^^JA ft ^Xker That the Sec- 



ized to cause to be constructed (br the United 
States Navy, at as eariy a day as practicable, 
consistentlv with a due regard for economy and 
efficiency, five sloops-of-war, to be provided with 
serew propellers snd properly armed and equipped 
for service, said vessels and machinery to be 
.built by contract or in the Government navy- 
yards, as the Secretary of the Navy may think 
noat advisable for the public interest, and that 
diere be, and is hereby appropriated, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of tiie Secretary of 
the Navy for the purpose above specified, the 
sum of one million dollars, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sco. 6. And be it/urf&«r enoeterf , That the Sec- 
retary of the Navy is hereby authorized to sell 
at public auction the wharf at the Naval Asylim 
St Philadelphia, and also the plat of ground cut 
off from the asylum by Shippen street, if in his 
opinion a fiur price can be obtained for it, the 
proceeds to be earrieAto the credit of the naval 
ko^itslflmd, from which flmd they were pur- 
chased. 

Sec 7. A»A H iifai^her enoefed. That the Sec- 
retary of the Navy be,%od he is her^y, directed 
to have prepared, and to report to Congress at its 
next session, for its approvaJ, a code of regula- 
tions for the government of the NaVy which shall 
embrace such general orders and K>rma for the 
performance of all the necessary duties incumbent 
on the ofiicers thereof, both ashore and afloat, 
including rules for the government of conrts-mar- 
ttal and courts of inquiry, as well as to establish 
ttie rank and precedence of each gn^e of officers 
in the line of promotion, and the relative rank 
and precedence, ashore and afloat, between them 
and non-combatants, and between officers and 
petty officers of all grades not in tlw line of pro- 
motion, 

Ssc. 8. ^ndie i<./t(rlicreitscted,Thatthe sum 
of seventy-one thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated out of an_y money in the 
Treasury not otoerwise appropriated, to be ap- 
plied in carrying out the provisions of the third 
section of the act to amend an act entitled " An 
act to promote the efficiency of the Navy ," graot- 
ingone year's duty pay to the dropped officers 
who shail not be restored to the Navy, and that 
all of said dropped officers ahall be entitled to re- 
ceive the same forthwith; and if rvtored to the 
Navy, the amount so received under this pro- 
vision shall be deducied from the pay to which 
they will be entitled under the sixth section of 
the said act tp amend< the *' Act to promote the, 
efficiency of the Navy. " 

Snc, 9. A'»d he tl/urfW enacted. That the Sec- 
retary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to eauae to be extended and completed the 
exploration of the Parana and the tributaries of 
the Paragusy river: Pnmded, That the expense 
thereof shall not exceed tw«nty-Ave thousand 
dollars, which ore iiereby appropriated for-that 
purpose out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Skc. 10. Jnd»eil/url&er<n«cted, That the Sec- 
retaries of War and the Navy be authorised, 
under the direction of the Prsadent, to employ 
such officers of the Army and Navy as- may be 
necessary for the poipose, to make exploration 
and veriacation of the surveys already made of 
a ship coDsI near the Isthmus of Darien, to con- 
nect the waters of the Pacific and Atlantic by the 
Atrato and Turondo rivers : Provided, That ths 
expense shall not exceed twenty-five thousaud 
doUara, which are hereby appropriated therefor, 
out of any money in the Tlvasury not otherwise 
appropristed. 

Sbc. 12. And ht UJltrther etmttd, That for pre- 
paring, ananging, classifying, and labeling the 
specimens of tminral history brought home by 
the North Pacific exploring and surveying expe- 
dition, and for reporting the some to Congress, 
with the appropriate drawings and catalogues, 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, bu1>- 
ject to the control of the Secretary or the Navy. 

Sbc. 12. And be it furVier enacted. That the 
aurviving officers of the navy of the Republic of 
Texas, who were duly commisslAied as such at 
the time of MDsxuioo, iliall be cntiUed to iha 



pay of officers of the like grades,' when waiting 
orders, in the Navy .of the United States, for five 
years from the time of said annexation, and a 
sum sufficient to mske the payment is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the Treastiry 
not otherwise appropriated: Promdid, Thai the 
acceptance of the provisions of this act by any 
of the said officers shall be a foil relinqoisbment 
and renunciation of all claim on his pert, to any' 
fUrther compensation on this bshuf 'ftom the 
United States Government, and to any position 
in the Navy of the United States. 
ArraoTU), March 3, 1857. 

PtrsLic, XLII. — An Act for the Relief of certain 
Actual Settlers and Cultivators who purchased 
Lands subject to graduaUon within the limits 
of the Choctaw cession of eighteen hundred 

' and thirty, at a less rate than the true gradu- 
ated price, under the "Act to graduate and 
reduce, (he price of the public lands to actual 
settlen and cultivators,^' approved the fourth 
of August, eighteen hundred and ttiy-RMT, 
and for other .purposes. 

Bt U tnaeted hy tkt SeiuUe and Hmtae of Repre- 
lentatives the United Statu <(f America in Congreu 
onem-iUd, That any person or persons who may 
have entered, in gooa faith, lands subject to grad- 
uation within the limits of the Chociatv cession 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, before the correct 
graduation lists had been received at ihe local 
land offices, at a less rate than the true graduation 

Erice, and who settled upon and improved the 
inds entered, or who entered the nme for the 
benefit of an adjoining farm, and who continue 
to. occupy the- same, shall be entitled (provided 
the entries o^e regular in sU other respects) to 
receive patents for ihfi lands so entered, settled 
upon, and occupied, without any additiofuU. pay- 
ment being required ofihem,upanlheir making tns 
proof required by the circplars from the General 
Land Office, doted the twenty-third of January 
and the seventh of April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, any law to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing: Provided, That no proof shall be required 
which is not necessary to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act. 

Sbc. 3. And bt it fitrOer enacted. That the act 
of May nineteenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two, entitled " An act to authorize the 
Le|;islaturs of the fliute of Mississippi to sell 
the luids heretofbi#i^ropriated for the ass of 
schools in that State, and to ratify hnd approve 
the sales already made," be so eonstriiea as to 
apply to lands heretofore reserved for sehtxd pw> 
penes in the Sute of Mississippi. 
AppxevBD, Maroh 3, 1857. 

Pmuo, XLIII.— An Act roakiqg Amropriation 
' forthsTransportatipnoftheUniiadStatesMails 
by Ocean Sieamen and otherwise, durinr the 
fiscal year ending the thirtieth of Jons, eighteon 
hundred and fifty-eigbt. 

Be it enaeltd by the Senate and Howie ofReprf 
lentatives ^ the United States qf Atnerica in Cowfress 
ssMUiUcd, That the following sums be, ana the 
same are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwiss appro- 
priated, for the year ending the thirtieth of Juns^ 
sixteen hundred and fifty-eight: 

Tor transportation of the mails from New Tork 
to Liverpool, and back, three hundred ond'fiwty- 
six thousand five hundred dollars. 

For transportation of ths mails from New Ytfric 
to New Orieans, Charleston, Savannah, UavaiiBt 
and Chagres, and back, two handled and sixty- 
One thousand dollsrs. 

For transportation of the muls tkom Pnnaaai 
to C^iflkmia and Oregon, end bask, three hun- 
dred and twenty-eight thousand three bundrsl 
and fifty dollars. 

Sbc. 3. And be itfitrOur tnaettd. That the fol- 
lowing sums be, and the same are hereby, appro- 
priated for the service tff the Post Office Depart- 
ment ftir the year ending the diirtieih of June* 
one thousand eMt hundred and fifty-eight, out 
of any moneye in the Treasury arising from the 
revenues of said Department, ia cojrformtiy to 
ths act of the ssoond of Joly, on* thooHUHl s%h( 
hniutnd and tbirty-six. 
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Ftnuc, XLIV.— An Act to mnend an ad enti- 
tl«d '* An act to proTide for the better oc^«ni2Uk-. 
lion of the Treasury^ and for tbe ooUectioa ,Baib- 
keeping, tr«nsrer,anl(U«biK«enantof the pub- 
lie rerenae.** 

St it nQ(tU hff tkd Stn§U tmd JZwm ^ Rtprtr 
HMtalivts qf the VlUted SM»i9f •Smeriea M Conpsen 
tgtembUd, That the aft to proridc for the better 
organization of the Treaaurf , and for the collec- 
tion, aafe-keepiog, teanaTer, and disbutBeu^nt of 
the public rerenve, approved August sixth ■ eigh- 
teen hundred and fbrty-aiXi be, and the.aamo ii 
hereby, ao amended tut each and every diabura- 
ing oliceE or agent of the United Slates, having 
«ny money of Uie United SWei intruai^d to him 
fbr divburMincqt, ihall be. and he im hereby, re- 

Sniretl to depoMt the aame with the Treasurer of 
le United State*, or withaomeone of tfacaffsiet- 
KQt trtaaurers or public depontartea, and draw 
ftnrthfl aameonlyin faTorof the peraonato whom 
payment ia to be made in purauance of taw and 
inatructiona; except when payments are to be 
made in soma nnaer twenty dotlara, in which 
cafearaeh dtebaraingagent may eh«>e)Ein hie own 
name, atativ that it ia to pay email claima. 

Stc.S. jfnd ht U/Mhermaaet, That iheTreea- 
urer of the United- 'Slstea, aaaiatant treaanrera, 
and paldic depoaitariea, shaH ■aMy fceep all 
nioneya depoaited hy any diaburaing omcer or die- 
buraing agent of tire United Statea, aa weH aa 
any moneys .depeahcd by any receiver, colleetor, 
0r other peraon, whieh aoaH be the moneya of, or 
due or owing to the U«Hed 9ta|M, and for a IVul- 
ore io to do ahall be held gpilty of the crime of 
embezzlement of aaid moneya, and mbjeet to the 
punishment provided for embezctemcnt in die act 
to which thi« ia an amendment. 

Sec. 9. And b$ itjkrther enaeled, That it ahall 
be the duty of each and every peraon who ahalL 
l|8veiDone]pa of tbe United Statea in hia handaor 
pOMesvion. to pay theeame to the Trraaurer, the 
assistant treaaorer or puUic depoeitarr of the 
United Statea, and take MH^ceipt fbr tfie aaoM, 
in dod|ieBte^nd fbrward^le of them forthwith 
to th^8eerttary of the Trawnry ; and for a failtne 
to make aadi otpoatt when required by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, or any other I>epartment, 
or the accountit^ Officers of the Treasury, tha 
person so faihng shaH be held guilty of the crime 
of embezzlement, and aubjeet to the puniahment 
iar thaAofbueproauted ia tha-ad to which tUa 
iaan aflModiMtiL 
Amrnu, Manh 8, 1867. 



Puiuc, XL v.— An Act to extend the provia- 
iooa of the act entitled *' An act in addition to 
certain acta grantii^ Bounty Land to certain 
0£cera and SoIdiBn who have been engaged 
in the Military Service of tbe United States," 
to the Qfficera and Soldien of Major David 
Bailey'o fiattalioo of Coiok County (tUinoia) 
V<riiuiiaert. 

flail. MMralaJ Im lha iSmwAi «wI Boutt 6§ Stfirf 
jmtefiM*e/fAe £M(arf.iSl[M4f Jameaui. Cengnia 
■■tailMr Thai all thoaa oAcars and aoldiera of 
Major David Bailay'a batujioo of Cook county 
(Uluoia) «obuiMn,MasuMMd si Fort Dearborn, 
in tbe Blaek Hawk war of eighlaen iHWdrad aad 
tlwty-twft, wh» httire never loasivMl waiwnu for 
bounty lead fbr aemoea in aaid ww, abaJl be a»< 
tiUwlto MMeiveftcettifieateorwarfaiitffom the 
Department of the Interior for om Imodred and 
aixiy acraaof laiid,npoRmBkot9 praof, eitberby 
■word «*jdeM«, or anch parol svidtaoe aa the 
Gaaamiaaiaiwr of ftnaiodb may reqaiick cf hasiim 
■erred in jaud war-for the terna of at tea« four* 
leen.ds^a— ibe.paovisionaof this aol loftstaaA 
to the widowaaad ntwor children of aaid offiflew 
and aaUiera who J»m died* or may die Iwfora 
iMqiviag aMh waofSt or oettiAMiB. . 

AraaaTBD, Mardi 3, IttT* 



rnaiir. XLVf.--Aia A«t in addkiea (a an aot 

nMTo eiiMtually to provide for the PuniphMsaC 

•f osftain Grioiea agMoat ika UwMd StlMWi 

md Aw eUer pwpeaaa. 

Jteil matiad (^tte gwaa t e aiad i lbww J>f ^ ■ 
iMhirtvei ef c*e BMtad JMBt < f ^ h m H»< i w O a a g rw 
a«Hfl«Med, 14iat if any panon or peraam upon 
the bigk saaa, or in any araa of »b* se«h or in anf 
rfnr,%aMn, cmek-, basin, or bay, witMn th* 
admiralty junadieiion of the United Statea, and 
oat of the i«riMliaiio« of any parttoahtr Staiti 
ahall .unlawiMlyBnd wittAiny,'btKwithoa<nlaiioe- 
ofhretbought, atribc-, atah, wound, or afaoot at 
any other pei«on, of which attiking, aiabbingj 
wounding, or ahoMtngi avoh perao» ijiiA • aAar- 
warda <!>« apon hmd. wilhia or withMt Ibe Uni- 
ted Staiea, every pecaon as oflbadinr, his hsr 
counselors, aiders, and abaatora, shall be deemed 
guflty of the erime of inaaala«wht«r; snd upon 
oewvietion theresf ahall bo puaoued aa ia bams* 
after provided. 

Src.O. Jt%A.htUfMkmmMU, That if anT^ 
peraon upon the high aeaa, or in any arm of tM- 
aea, or in any river, haven, creek, basin, or bay, 
within the aaiainlty jarihdtoiton of tbe United' 
Soatsa, and ant of the jariadwtion «f any fnrtic- 
ular State, abatl allsmpt to«omnrit tbs«riaH«f 
mutder or ■anateiightar , by psiaoning^ drowning, 
or fttiangling enoinw jieraoav or by any meana 
not constiiutiog bbe effienas erf"- aa aaaaun with a 
dangeroua weapon , such ofibndsr,upon-oonvic(ton 
thereof, shall be punished by iropriaoamaat, with 
or witliont head labor, for a pcried not exceed- 
ing three years, and a fine not exocsding one 
thouaand dotlats, at tha dtsoretion of the court. 

9sc. 3. 3ad&«il^t*«r«n«cf«l, That the crime 
of manstaughier, aa provided for by ihieast, and 
all other sett hewofore paaeed , shail bapuniahed 
by impriaonment, with or withoutiiard labor, for 
a period not exaaading three years, and afinanot 
exceeding oaa tbouaaad doUaia, at tbe diactvliott 
of tha eonrt. 

Sac. 4. AKd fmi^ mMiMt 'Aatall-aeU 
and paru of aou iaeonstsMnt with t^a nroviiaona 
of this act, are hereby repealed: Provided, Aete- 
raer, lliatthis repeal ahall notoflectanyaotdone 
before, or any proaecution pending at the time of 
dw pasaage-of thia aot; but aH each acta ahail be 
indictable and puniab«ble, and all such proaecu- 
tiona shall be proceeded with as the aame would 
have been inoictabls and puniahabte, and pro- 
ceeded with if thia act liad not been paaaed. 

Bsc. 5. Jnd be it JurUur ^Mdad, That in all 
caaea where aay oath, affirmation, or oAdavita 
shall be made or taken, bef»i<e any register or 
reoeiver, or eithar or both of them, of any local 
land oflae in the United Staiaa, op any Territory 
thereof, or where any oath , aArmaUon, or aRHlavtl 
ahall be made or tidtan before any person amhor< 
ised by the laws of any Stale or reicitory of the 
Uniisa Statea to adminiater oaths, oraffinn&iMna, 
or uke affidavits, and auob oaths, offirmaiiona, or 
adidaviu are made, upad, or filed in any of aaad 
local land offices, or in the Oanaral Land Office, 
aa well ia coses ariaine under any or either of tbe 
ordara, regulatioiM, or inatnwuone oonoeming 
any of the public lands of (he United Staus, 
iaauedhy theComauasionarof the-Genanal Land 
Office, or other pnpar-otteer of tbe GhnatMMM 
of the United Statea, aa onder the lawa of 4hs 
United Stateai in any wisereiating to- or afi h c t ing 
aoy right, elano, or title, »r any ceateat therefor, 
to any trf tha public knda of the United Siatta, 
•ad any peraaa or paraons ehail , taking auob oa^ , 
affimation, or affidaTit, Imowingly, wittflilly, or 
osrruptly swear or alhmJhlae^r, tha aame ahall 
be deemed and taken to be perjury,«ad the pei^ 
BOO or persona guihy tbareef ahall, upon convic- 
tion, be liable to the paniahmsnt proaaribed Aw 
that oAnsa by the laws of tha United fltoMa. 

AwRono, Maroh 3, 



Prouc, XLVII. — An Aot to eonfinn to tbe nev* 
eral Statee tlie Swamp and Overflowed Lands 
selected under the act of September twenty- 
eight, eighteen hundred and fi/iy, and the act 
of aecond Marcht aighlaen hundnd and forty- 
nine. 

Me U MM4«dihrAe SHUdaaad JSMlia«rft4M»* 



ammfUtd, Tha^ the aalsetion o( awanu) and oto. 
flowed lands granted to the Bevecaf Sialea by 
thaan of Co^naaa,aj^>roved &ptenit>er twroiy- 
eighl, eighteen hondrod and fiAy, entitled " Xq 
oat to enable the Stats of Azkanaas, nod oihn 
Staiaa, t« reclaios tfac awamp UscLa within theii 
limits," aad tlvp oci of tha aacoad of Much, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entitled "An 
aatl»aid tha ftate of Lowsinna ia drainini dia 
awamp lands therein," heretofore made aod re< 
parted to thaJQaHuniaaianac of tbe General Land 
OSiee, ao fhr aa the same ahaU xemsui vacaat muI 
uaaMirDprifted, and not intatfarad with by u 
aeUHu aeuteaMnt under aay extstini; law iha 
United Staiea, be, and the eame are nerebT,con< 
finnad, and shall baapfwovad aodpatantaJ toite 
aaid aerenU States, io eoofaHoity with ihi pro- 
vuMtw-of the aot aibaesaid, soon as buy be 

nnwtioshleaft^Kthepaaange'^^^i*^- i'rmK 
aaHavM*! That.nothi«c in tiiiaacl costaiiuid likaS 
interfere with the proviaiona of the aetorCso- 
gw aa e ntitled "An ad fbr tha relief of purdtasers 
and looPfKHlf of swamp and overflowed \aadi," 
approved March the seciood, aio^tteen hundred 
and iA^t-As*! which shall be, and il hereby, cou- 
tiouad la ioKS, sod axiend«l to all aoiriai aai 
laeatianaof lands dainedaaamw lands aiadi 
aince ita paaaage . 
AtnwvM, MardLA, )tt7. 

BtoMac,XLV!II.^-AaAottooftoatnMitaBaiUiK 
fiwa Caaton-HioMa and. BaabOffioe at Bank 
Anbay , Haw JeoHtf ■ 

Be it enaettdhf the Senalt imd-Hem*tlbfff 

assembIrS, That the aoni of twenty thftusand dnl- 
lars, with ten per cent, thereon to covrrcnniin- 
genctest and so much as may be retjutred to fw- 
chaae a anitahh; site, be, and the same arc hnt- br, 
appropriated trot nf any money in (he TrcBiury 
not otiierwiac appropriated, for the conBtnf.tiofi, 
in the city of Perth Amboy^ in the State of Nf* 
Jersey, forthettccommodation of a custom-houw 
and post office, of a brick bui!din|; pcrf^cihr firt- 

Eroor, with ^ora constructed of iron beams nrd 
rick arches, and an iron roaf of fbriy-fire br 
thirty-two feet, and thirty-two feet hi^: Pr^ 
videa, That.no money hereby appropriated phall 
be used or applied for ^e purpose 

mention^ 

until a Taiid utie to the land rbr the site of nd 
building ahall be vested in the United ^let, nnd 
until the State of New Jersey aheSl also daly rr* 
Nnquish and' release -to the United States the H^t 
to tax or in any way aaeeaa eaid site, or thr pro;>- 
erty of the United States that may be thnm 
dnrii^tha time that the United Statea shall beor 
remain the owner thereof. " 
ArFKOTcn, March 3, 1857. 

t^uBLic, XLTX.— An Act to increase the Pajr rf 
the Cadeu at the West Point Aoademy. 

BeU tmiuud i)9 Hu 8uua$ and Homu ^ Bef"- 
HMMntB vf Me (MMf. Smtu ^Amtiw in Onrna 
awsAM, That the jpay of tha u ai i m at tha Hfct- 
itary AaademyatWaatitahitalMdl hoMaiter bi 
thirty doHars par movMh. 

Sac. S. Mbe U Jftirther anaa»d| Vhatlhii ^ 
ahall take effect from and after Uw paaMga«faw>- 

Amavtt, Mareh 3, VSCt. 

T6»txtt L.— An Aet providing tor the oeeatrvf- 
tioil of a MiHtnry Rtmd between Pert Sieil- 
oeoom and -BeHingham Bay, in the Terni«r 
of Waahingitm. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Ilovat ef H'T'' 
UntatiwufUte Vmted Slates (fAmerUa in Congf*^ 
oHfmbUif, That (he aum of thirty-five thousand 
doUara be, and the aame is hereby, aM>ropn>i"i 
auti^any moneya in the Treasury not olhcpii^ 
appropriated, for the purpose of conatracunf • 
military road between Port Steilacoom and B-l* 
tingham Bay, in the Territory of WaahingWi 
the said road to be conatmctad under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of ^ar, ptmuant to ew* 
taau to be ouda by butt. 

AmoviBi March 3, 1857. 
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Public, LI. — An Act fcfr the construction of a 
Rohd in the Territory of Nebraska. 

He it enrntied hy (Ae Seiwfe and Jl^e Stprt- 
enlmlixesi^the VnUed Stales ttfjtmtrieit in Congrcta 
^^embUd, That thv sum of tUirty tbouoond dol- 
irs bu,aii(! tho name is hereby , ftppr op rialcd out 
if any money in the Treasury, for the construe- 
ion of a road from Lhe Platte river/via tho Om^ka 
pserve and Dahkota City, to the Running Water 
■vcr, in the Territory of Nebraska; Maid rood to 
« conairucted under the direetioD of Secre- 
ary of the Interior. 

ApnoTBo, Mardi 3, IBSt. 



'^>. l.^A R«MitDtmn granciiipAirtiwrtiim'totbe 
Cantors of Texaa to prweM thair Claitnf , and 
for oUwr (MiifKMaa. 

Rtntved fty Uu Senate and Ihwt ttf Repreaent- 
Uvea t^lAt United Sttdes iff America in Ctmsres* 
nemblfi.'That the time ftxed by low ■within 
irhich the crcditorBof the tate RepubKc of Texas 
nay file their ehittnSBt the Treasury Department 
ic,-and the same is hereby, extended to the first 
lay of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, 
.na that so miich of a "joint rsaolution ektend- 
ng the time for the aretNtora of Texas to present 
lieir c(abns,**(lpproved August 'eighteen, digh- 
een hundred and fifty-aix, as «uthorixe* and re- 
[uirealha Seenlaiy of the Trwmry todiktribule 
nd par ifae residue of the seven milltOD ae-rm 
lundreo and fifty' tfaoqsand dollais, pro rata^ 
mongst those creditorsnrbo hsre filed (heir re- 
eaaes, be,aiid the. same is lMnbT,-sspealBd. . » 

Ammot Dm^ber 36, 1856. 



'To. 9. — A Resolatton accepting the Pdrtraiti of 
John Hampden, ptesented to Congress by 

John McGregor. 

Resolved by the Senate and Howe Jtepreattd' 
■fives r>f Vke C/nftetf Srates vf .4nuH«a in Conrreit 
»fm6te(I, That the portrait of John Hampden, 
iresentad to Congrese by John McChregor, be 
fcepled; and the Joint Comdiitlee on tiie Li- 
irary of Coogms be, and thej* are hereby, 
lirected t<^ cause tbeume to be property fniined, 
.lid placed in the Exeoatire Mansion. ^ 

Approtkd, January 13, 18S7. 



To. 3. — A Resolution respecting the Distribution 
of certain Public Documents. 
Rtioivti fty lAe.Senate and JhuM qf Reprete^- 
lives <!f the Uniitd Statu ^ Jlmeriea in Collar 
istmhUd, That the ten copies of th»i^ouroalaa^d 
iher-dticumems of Congress, authorized by law 
} be deposited in the Library of Coneress, by 
ection three of the joint resoluticm of Nlay twen- 

{'-foanh, eighteen hundred nod tweoty^ei^t, 
■all hereafter be deposited with theSocrvtaryof 
itate for foreign exclianges; and the fifty copies 
f the JourmiM and documents of -the 6eMi<e arid 
louse of Representative, ordered to be ptaued 
1 the Libmry of CesmBlbr Aireinei:abaiige«, 
y jomt resohtUoa of July tvennedi, e^htsen 
lundrad and fony; and tKe fifty copies of ctw 
oumals and docMosnts of the Senate and House 
f RepresentattTes, aQtborixed to ^ deposited 
fitli tbeSecretaiyof State'byth».ieMtratelHtion 
f April thirtieth, eighteen hundred and forty- 
>ur, ehaJl Weaner bB depoaited With the 6eoi«- 
\ry of (he Interior. 

Sac. 2. v3juI be it further rcMbxd, That Jdsstead 
f one hundred copies of the Journds and docu- 
lents of tUe House nf RepreseUatives, auiiior- 
ced to be printed by the joiat resolution of April 
(tirtieth, eiehteeh hundred and forty-four, there' 
hail hcreatler be printed fifty copies only. 

Sec. 3. ^nd be it Jfurther Teulved, That the 
ournolsand congreasiobal documents heretofoic 
eposited in the Library of Congress, bynutbor- 
:y of tlie above<«it«d reaolutions, and so many 
f the four hundred copies of the public 3oco- 
lents sent to the Departmsnt of State osaro now 
istributcd by that Department to coH^g^s and 
ther literary inatitutinna, shall be depoaiicd vith 
lie Secretary of the Interior, fbr distribution to 
ueb colleges, public libraries, athenxuma, liter* 
ry and scientific institutions, boards of trade. Or 
ubtic qasodatioiim, asraaybedsnpiatedtryfaini. 



Lcnflr of the VrdtBd Statts. 



! Sec. 4. .3nil be it further resolved^ That two 
copies of the Journals and documents indicated 
: in the aboxe-eited resolniionsiSoTiiras theyhaxe 
I beM savedfrom the late fire, shall be reserved for 
the Library of Congress. 
I Sbs.5. ^nd be UJktriher resolved, That in future 
I two copies only of 'the' Journals and documents, 
1 or any book pnntrt by either House of Congress, 
{ well bound in eiUf. riiall be deposited in the 
Library, and not to be taken thenuron. 
AVFMra», JdMory ^8, 1S97. 



No. 4. — A Resolution for the Appointment of 
Regents ofihe Smithsonian Institution. 

Restdved by the Senate and Honse t/ Bepreunt- 
utives qf Uu Vaited States qf Jimtrica in Congress 
aaemhledf That the Tocanctes in the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Inaiitution, of tlie 
claas "other than roeniben of Congress," be 
filled by the reappointment of the late iiuuim* 
bents, namelv: Richard Rush, of Philadelpllia, 
and Joacpli Q. Tolicn, of WashingiUm. 

Afpkoved, JanuarySS, 1857. 



No. fi^-Joint Reaoitition providing for the Fur- 
nishing of ••Connplete Set of Weightt aad 
Maasureoto the State of Vermoat. 

Rested by the Senate and HoUse iff R^reatnt- 
attves nf the United States .fmeries in Congreu 
mseoMed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, directed to cause a complete set 
of all the weighu and measures adopted as stand- 
ards, such as are made for the uae of the several 
ouatom-housfcs, to b« dellxerCd to tiw Gdxemor 
of the Stste of Vermont, or sueh person as he 
may appoint, for the use of said State, and in 
ordsr to replace the set receoiiy deatroyed by fire 
in the ci4>itol of said State. 

ArraovED, February 16, 1857. 



No. G. — A Resolution to provide foroscertainine 
the relativ* value of the Coinage of th6 United 
Slates and (Jreat Britain, and the fixing the 
relotive value of the Unitary Coins of the two 
countries. 

Resolved by the Senate and. House nf R^esent- 
atives qf lite United States of America in Congress 
aasembltdt That ihe Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he ia hereby, authorized and directed to ap- 
point some suitable person as Offent or commis- 
sioDer to confer with the proper functionaries in 
Great Britain in relation to some plan or plana of 
so mutually ananging, on the decimal basis, the 
coinage of the two countries oa that the respect- 
ive units ahatl be thertstiftcr easily and exactly 
conimetrsurable,and to embody the result of sucn 
conference in a statement and report, to be Inid 
before Congressascarly as practicable. And that 
the compensation of said agent or commisaionrr 
xholl-not exceed five thousand dollars, in fVill for 
his serncea and expenses. 

Amtovn, Pebrnory SB, 1S57. 

No. 7. — A Reaolntion to prevent the Counlerfeit- 
ing of the Coins of the Uatted SiaiAS. 

fissslecd by the Sniats «nd Htmse tf Afpmml- 
.a0ma Iff the Unittd SMei i^jSnuriem {« Oon^u 
amemUsd, That tho Seesetary of the Tretrsary be 
anthorixed to cause inquiry to be made by two 
eompatMt eOAmtssioiMra into p r o eea ae i and 
means dairoed to have been dlseoxered by J. T. 
Barehy for pnveating the abrasion, oounte«fctt- 
ihg, Q»d deterioration of the coins of the Umted 
States, and to report, the resulla of the said inqoiry 
to Congress at its next Session, with his opinion 
as to the probable value of the alleged discoveries; 
and the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, 
out of any money in tho Treosaty not. otherwise 
appropriated, ishere^ appropriated for that pur- 
.piwe. 

ArraoTKD, February 36, 1857. 

Mo. 8.— A Resolution relative to seetianstixteen 
and tbirty<six, in Uie Territories of Minnesota, 
Kansas, and Nebmska. 
Reacted hji lhe Senate and Howe ^ Seanteni- 
«Hvu i^the fMted States qf^mertem in Congrm 
amtiMtiti That -whvrs any actdenumt, by ths 



erection of a dWe!Iing-:houee tfrtte cultivation of 
ony portion of the land, shall have been, or shall 
be, made npou the ihcieenth or thirty-sixth see- 
; tions (wbi«h aectlotfs havfe been reserved by lav 
I for the purpose of being applied to the support 
of schools in the Territories of Minnesota, Kan- 
sas, and Nebraska, and in the States and Terri- 
tories hereafter to be erected out of the same) 
before the said settions shall have been, or shfeli 
be, surveyed; or when such sections have been, 
or may be, fleleeted or occupied as town sites, 
under and by virtue of the act of Congress ap- 
proved twenty-third of May, eighteen hundred 
and forty-four, or reserved for public uses before 
the survey, tlien other landa snail be selected by 
the proper authorities, ib lieu thereof, agrenbly 
to the provisions of the act of Congrefca approved 
twentietli May, eighteen hundred and twenty-afx, 
entitled " An act to appropriate lands fbr the sup- 
port of schools in certain townships and fractional 
townships not before provided for. " And if su^h 
settler can bring himself, or herself, within tin 
provisions of the act of fourth Sopt«mber, eigh- 
teen hdndred and fbrty-one, or the occupants of 
the town site be enabled to show a compliance 
with the provisions of the law of twenty -third of 
May, eighteen hundred and forty-four, then tho 
right of preArenee granted by toe said arts, lb 
the punthaae of aoA portion of the sixteenth or 
thirty-sixth sectiohs, so settted and oeeupied, 
shall be in tfaent, raspeetiTely,as if m«k asciions 
had not been preTMniriy Maervod tar nohool par- 
poses. 

Amonn, Harelip 1857. * • ^ 

No. 9.— A RMotation tioneemh^tVjoirTsTand. 

Resolved Bw the Srnote and Rsvse ^ Represent- 
aiives nf the UnUed Slates of Jitaeriea ii\ Congress 
asieni6fed,That'thc United States hcrcbydiscl^ima 
all title to any and oil lands on " Wolf Island*' 
in Ihe Mississippi river: ProeMlcd, That nothing 
herein contoinea shall be construed as in any 
manner affecting the question of jurisdiction over 
said island, as betlreeH the States of Kentucky 
and Missouri. 

ApraovBO, March 3, 1857. 



No. ^0. — A Resolution relating to the Com pen- 
sation of Chaplains of Congresa. 
Be it enaeUd [BesOved] by tftle Btnkte onrf Itovst 
qf Reprtsentatites qf the Untied States America isi 
Congress aaemhled. That the chi^ilains of lK« two 
Houses of Congress be paid on the last d^ of 
each month during the regnlar sessions of Con- 

Eess, at the rate of seven hundred and fifty doft- 
n per ann'um, beginning with the present GoU- 
greas.and at the eiwof eiBcb regalorMsaionthey 
shall be paid the rAtdnc of said airimd atiary. 
ArrRorcD, Mareh 3, 1857. 



No. II. — Joint Resolution for the FresentotioB.., 
of Medals^o Dr. Kan^, his Officers, and Men. 
Resolmd by the Smote 4md Honse qf Represent- 
atives <f the Ui^d States «f .flsimss in Coj^ress 
ammhltd^ That the Secretary of the Navy shall 
oauaa to b« atmek and preaantsd -to Dr. Kane, 
hif officers, and moo, raapeetively, such wnro- 
priate medalsas in the judj;ment of the sua Seo- 
retary shall express the high estimation in which 
Congreaa hcrfd their nqiecttve n^rits and tf' 
vices. 

ArraovKo, March 3> 1857. . 

No. n.'— A Reaolntion allowing GommaDdsr 
Henry J. Hartstene, of the United States 
Navy, Lieutenant S. D. Trenefaard, Master 
Morrison, am) the peuy Offioen and Crew of 
the Steamer Vixen, to accept certain Tokens 
of AcknowliKlgment from tue Government of 
Oreat Britain. 

Resolved the Stniae and fttAae qf Repraenl- 
atlves of the United StMes qf America iit Congress 
assembUd, That Congress consents that Com- 
mander Henry J. Hartstene, of the United States 
'Navy, may accept from the Government of Qrcttt 
Britain a sword, which has been forwarded to tlib 
Navy Department by the said Government, for 
preao nwtio n to said Commander ^f^l^^^^M^ 
the «kpieaaiott Bfglti^gB't^^*C**(^t^jA*^ 
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tnitted In receive it ai a tnemnrial of the gratifi- 
cation which her Majesty the Q,ueen of Great 
Britain baa receiTed from tlic rciurn of the bark 
Rnolute, of which Mud Haruieae was com- 
maitdcr. 

Sec 2. ^nd he it furthtr resolvtd, That Con- 
ereaa hereby alao consenca that Lieutenant S. D. 
Trenchard, and Master G. F. Morriaon, of the 
United Slates steaine> Vixeit, ma^r each accept 
thfia the Government of Great Britain a nword, 
which haa been forwarded to the Navy Depart- 
ment by aaid Qovernnient, far preaentation to the 
aaid Trenchard and Morrison, as an acknowl- 
«df ment by aaid Government of Great Britain of 
the ^neroua and effective services rendered by 
said Trenchard and Morrison in rescuing the 
lives end property of certain of her Majesty's 
•ulijecu from destruction; and, also, that ihe 
consent of Congress is hereby given for the ac- 
ceptance by the petty officers and crew of the 
steamer Vixen, of a sum of money, contributed 
by the Glasgow underwritera on the British bark 
Adieu, as n mark of their gratitude for the scr- 
vieea rendered by said officers and crew in rea- 
eaing the said bark fr>tm deatruetion. 

Arraono, March 3, 1(157. 

No. 13.— ARfliNilationtoRtanitotlwLatidOffiee 
at Vtncennes, Indiana, certain Deeds trans- 
mitied to the General Land Office by the Board 
of Commissioners appointed under die "Act 
lo asceruin and adjust the Titles to certafn 
I<aods in tlw State of Indiana," approved July 
t«eaiy-aA»nth,.Mw ^uHiaaad <i^t bandred 
and finy-four. 

Aosfved bm Uu 5mc1« sad House of R'prutnt- 
afjtMs the U.iUed StaUa qf America in Congraa 
mntmbttd. That in all cosea where the deed and 
evidences uf titles have been transmitted to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office under 
the ** Aet to aseertain and adjust ihe titlia to cer- 
tain lands in the State of Indiana, "approved July 
Iwenty-seTenth, one thousand t ight hundred and 
fifiy^four, OS is provided for in section six of aaid 
act, that sach dvedj and«Tideoces of titles in all 
cases where there baa been an aclioo on the same, 
whether eonfinned or rejected by the board of 
eommisaionera eonstitated undur aaid act, shall 
befetgrned by the Cdminiasioaer of the G^naral 
£«and Office to the original rlaimanu. 

AMEoru, Mordt 3, 1857. 

No. 14. 

JtctoJvcd hy the Saute sad How of Rartunt- 
ttivBM t%t lljiiUd Statu iff America in Congrtu 
taMtm'Uti, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
aball aetile and adiast with alt the parties re- 
spectively interested therein, on principles of jus- 
tice and equity, all damagea, losses, and liabilities 
incurred orsusiained by said parties respectively 
on aeeouni of their contract for manufacturing 
bride for the Washington nquoduot; and he is 
hereby directed to pay the amoant found duo by 
•Dch settlement antl Mljustmcnt out of the appro- 
prirtion made for paying the liabilities /or the 
aaid aauoduei, by tiie ** Act making appropria- 
tions for certain civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment lor the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
buodf»d and fifty-aeven," approved the oigh- 
teenlliof August, eighteen hundred and fifty-«x: 
frovtded, That the said parties first surrender to 
the United States all the brick made, together 
with all the machinery and applnaoea and other 
Dersonal property prepared for executing the Mid 
couiraet, and that the said eootraet bacaiMeled. 

Ar»ovBD, Mareli 3, 1857. 



PR VATK ACTS. 

No. I.~An Act for the Relief of George K. 
McGunnegie, surviving Partner of the late firm 
of Hill and McGunnegie, of St. Louis, Mia- 
aouri. 

Be it enaeled by ttu Senate and Howe of Repre- 
Btntalive-i ofUu United States <^ America in Congress 
asitmhted. That the anm of two .thousand two 
hundred and eighty-two dollars and sixty-seven 
cents be, and the some is hereby, appropriated 
tat tha jpajrnisBt of a balance due by the Uoited 



lasm of the Uniied ^atu. 



States, to Hill and McGunnegie, for commissary 
and other supplies furnished for the use of the 
Illinois milituk, in eighteen hundred and thirtv- 
two; and that the Secretary of the Treasury oc 
directed to pay over the saitl sum to the said Hill 
and McGunnerle, or their assigns. 
ArpaovED, December 26, 1856. 



No. 3.— An Act for the Relief of Jamea Harring- 
ton. 

Be U enacted kg Oe SeMfe and JXnw Apre- 
sentativts qfthe Vniled Stata efAneriem m Cengreu 
assembled. That the proper offioera of the Treasury 
Department be, and hereby are, authorized and 
directed to pay to James Harringttm, out of any 
money in tne Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the sum of five hundred dolhurs, as a full 
indemnification for loss of time and expense in- 
curred during sickness caused by melting' lead 
while in the employment of the United Siatea. 

ArpaovxD, January 3, 1857. 

No. 3.— An Aet for the Relief of Peter GroTer. 

Be it enneted by Ihs Senate and House Repre- 
lentatives qfthe United Stata itf America in Congress 
assenaUd, That there be pdid to Peter Grover, of 
the Sute of Maine, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated , the sum of 
eight hundred dollan, being for iinoriea recaived 
wliile in the employment of the uniled State* in 
a dangerous service, and for medieal and other 
expenses incurred in consequence thereof. 

ArraovED, January 6, 1856.[7] 



No. 4.— An Act for the Relief of S. Bender. 

Be it enoelMl by Oe^nafe mud Hovse of Repre- 
lentatiMt tf (he CTnited Stales vfJtmet^ tn Conrnss 
aasemiled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to A, 
S. Bender, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of twelve oun- 
dred and cignty-one dollars and ninety-two ccnu, 
in full considcmlion of hia services aa superin- 
tendent of the United States lead mines of the 
upper Misaiaaippi, from the second of August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-four, to the sixteenth 
of October, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, — 
it being the difference between hia pay as such 
superintendent, to which he ia entiueo, and the 
pay of acting sufwrintendent which he did receive 
ibr the same period. 

Affxoved, Januarys, 1856.[7] 



No. 5. — An Act granting Bounty Land to Jared 
L. EllioU. 

Be it enacted kg the Senate and House cf Repre- 
eentatives qfthe United iSlates qf America in Congress 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior ahall 
cause a warrant to be granted and iasued to Jared 
I L. Elliott, late ehapl&in in the Army, for one 
I hundred and sixty ai^s of Und, as bounty, upon 
I the production of such proofs of identity and 
term of service as are, or may be, requited by 
hiw. 

ApraovKD, January 8, 185fi.[7] 



No. 6. — An Aetinereasingthe Penaion of Choi^ 
W. Torrence. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hovae qf Rtpre- 
Mntstivei qf the United States of America in Congrem 
asstmbted. That the pension allowed to George 
W. Torrence, by the act approved July seventeen, 
eighteen hundrud and fifty-four, be increased to 
forty dollars per month, commencing from the 
date of the beginning of hia present pension, in 
consideration of hia great disability by reason of 
woonda received at the National Bridge, Mexico, 
on the ninth of September, eighteen hundred and 
foity-aeren. 

AvntOvED, January 10, 1857. 

No. 7. — An Act to authorize the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to Execute a Contract with Measra, Gar- 
man, Wigle, and Benford, for carrying the 
Mail from Cumberland, Maryland, to Greens- 
I burg, Pennaylvania. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilmue Repre- 
sentaUves ttfUt* United Slates qfAwusiem ia, Cangrem 
assaobled. That the Foatmaster General be, and 
ha is iereby', authorized to execute a eonttact 



I with Meaars. German, Wigle, and Beaford.af 
I cepted bidders at the late leitingsof maileontncu 
I on route nj^mber three thousand three hondreil 
I and thirty-one, from Cumberland, Maryland, to 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, at the sun of fortf- 
three hundred and twenty dollars per unuB. 
Apfrovxd, January 13, 1857. 

No. a— An Aet for the Relief of J. Rudokl 
Clay. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houw ^ Stfn- 
untatives of the United StiUes t^Awurica in Cnpm 
ouenMed, That the Secretary of the Treaiurybe, 
and he is hereby, directed to pay to J. Randolpk 
Clay, Envoy Extraordinary ana Minister Plui- 
poten liary of the United States to the Goferamtoi 
of Peru, out of any money in the Treasury oat 
otherwiae appropriated, the eum of one thousud 
three hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cenu, 
it being the difference between the salary allovtd 
him as charg£ d^ffaires from the sixteenth of, 
March, eighteen hundred and fifly-tbree, (tW 
date of his appointment as Miniater,) to ilu 
thirtieth of June following, afler which be wu 
allowed a compenaation according to his miL 

ArraovBD, January 13, 1857. 



No. 9. —An Aet for the Relief of HanadiF 
Nilea. 

Be it enacted by the SenaU and House ^ Stfit- 
tent stives qf the United States ^ America in Ceagna 
assembled. That the Secretarr of theTreasarybt, 
and he ia hereby, authorized and directed to fsj 
unto Hannah F. Niles, or to her lopd npntti- 
atives, out of any money in the Treasary not 
■otherwiae appropriated, tne sum of three iboi- 
sand dollars, in cansideration of the meriioriau 
services of her father, Captain Robert Nilei, 
during the war of the Revolution. 

ApraovED, January 13, 1857. 



No. 10.-~An Act for the Relief of tha sorririiic 
Children of Sarah Crandall, deceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate mnd Honn of Stprt- 
sentalives if the United Stole* ^.AMficain 
aMemUed, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is heaeby, directed to paylo the Burrivin* 
children of Sarah Crandall, deceased, the sumoT 
ijinety-aix dollars per annum, from the firat iij 
of January, eighteen hundred and forty-eighi.io 
the date of her death, being the amount sbe voulil 
have received per annum, under a special act for 
her relief, approved July twenty-fonr, etghira 
hundred and fifty-four, had she aurrivH. 

ArraovBD, January 16, 1857. 



No. II. — Aa Act for the Relief of Charle* L. 
Denman. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse cftepn- 
senltUives of the United StatetqfAmertea in Cwf n» 
auembUd, That the Secretary of the Treanirf be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay to CbirlH 
L. Denman the sum of two hundred dollftn, ibt 
same to be in fiiU consideration of a like mid If 
.him advanced to the Pacific Moil Companf for 
the passage of two American citizens froBi An- 
puleo, in Mexico, to San Frwiciseo, Califoniii 
and to be paid out of any money in the Ttcworf 
not otherwise appropriated . 

ArnovBD, Jannary 17, 1857. 



No. 13.— An Act for the Relief of Joseph Wliiu- 
Be it enacted by the Senate mnd Home Stp'*' 
aenfofive* i^the Uiuted Stata ^Amurieatn Cmf» 
anemftM, That Secretary of die'TreaiurrM. 
and he ia hereby, directed, out of any montyo^ 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to puj 
to Joseph White the sum of five hundred 
sixty one dollars and two cents, being 1*'^ 
amount of money by mistake omitted to becr»- 
iied to h im , as Nary agent, in settling hiseccouB" 
at the Treasury. 
AfPROTED, January 17, 1857. 



No. 13. — An Act for the Relief of Amos B- 
Corwine. 

i *Be U enacUd by the StnsU mnd Houu if 
I tentativesqfthe United States tfAme'ieain Covf'i' 
I OMMtUed, That the Secretary of the Treasury pafi 
i from any money in the Treasury not olhuvi* 
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appropriated, lo Amos B. Corwine, tlie sum of 
twenty-seven thousand eight hundred and four 
■ dollars and thirty-three cents, in full compensa- 
tion for moneys expended by him in forwarding 
destitute eitisens of the United Slates from Pan- 
ama to San Praneiseo. 

Approved, January 17, 1857. 

No. 14. — An Act for the Relief of the Heirs of 
Major General Arthur St. Clair. 

Be it enaeled by the. 8«iMe and Uoute tf Sepre- 
WMlaliws ^(Jie United Stateiqf^mmeainCon^rttt 
cMtemblei, That in eonuderation of the claims, 
services, and uerifiees, of the late tlajor Gteneral 
Arthur St. Clair, in the war of the Revolution, 
and in the subsequent Indian vara, the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay to the heirs of the said Major 
General Arthur St. Clair — one sixth to be paid 
to the heirs of each of his six children — the aura 
of thirty thousand dollars, the same lo be paid 
out of any money tn the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

AppKOTBD, January 31, 1857. 

No. 15. — An Act for the Relief of Thomas J. 
Churchill, late a Lieutenant in the Vint Ken- 
tucky Re^ment of Volunteers. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House if Repre- 
untativeaoflhe United Stala of Jlmerica in Congren 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and directed, in settling the accounts of Thomas 
J. Churchill, late a lieutenant in the first Ken- 
tucky regiment of volunteers, and acting com- 
missary aiid quartermaster during the war with 
Mexico, to allow him a cred it in full for whatever 
amount may be ehat^^ed against him upon the 
books of the Treasury Department, as such com- 
missary and quartermaster, in the same manner 
as if he bad presented voucKers therefor, all his 
accounts and vouchers having been lost or de- 
stroyed duringbis imprisonment by Ute Mexicans 
in the year eighteen hundred and forty-seven. 
ArpaovBD, January SC. 1657. - 

No. 16. — An Act to authorize the htgtl Repre- 
sentatives of Pascal L. Cerre to enter jsertain 
Lands in the State of Missoun. 
Be it ejuuted by the Senate and Hmut nf Rtpre- 
tentativen >^ At United Sl^e» t^Jtmerieain CongrtMa 
euaemhled. That the legal representatives of Pascal 
jL. Oerre be, and they are nereby, authorized to 
locate, free of costs, on any of the public lands 
of tho United States in the State of Missouri, 
•greea'bfy to the United States surveys, subject to 
sale at private entry, at the minimum price, the 
quarttity of seven thousand and fifty-six arpents 
of land, less such quantity of lands as they may 
have already acquired under and by virtue of the 
confirmatory actof eighteen hundred and thirty- 
mix, entitled "An affconfirming claims lo lands 
in the Stateof Missouri, and forother purposes," 
npproved Juir fourth, eighteen hundred and 
-thirty- -six; ana the Commissioner of the General 
l!>ana Office, upon the receipt of the proper cer- 
tificate or certificates, and upon being satisfied 
that such claimant^ are such l^gal representatives, 
ahall cause a patent or patents to b« issued u in 
other cases. 

Afpkovbd, January 96, 1857. 

I4'o. 1 7.— An Act for the Relief of James P. Flem- 
ing, -of Augusta, Georgia. 
Bk it enaeted by the Senate and House tff Repre- 
sentatives oflheT/niled States •Snurica in Congress 
avembtedjThnt the sum of fourleun hundred and 
fifly dollars be, and tho same Is hereby, appro- 
priated for the relief of James P. Fleming, in 
ptiyment for extra services in transporting the 
mails on route nti^^r thirty -three thousand three 
faiindrorf and tftr'i.,o»n, eighteen hundred and 
^•svj-foor; and (L Secretary of the Treasury 

be, andheish^'^i " authorized and directed to 
pay (be said A/e/'X' Fleming, or his legal rep- 

■^^'^'rt'T^' ^tf^ iT'fliirn of fourteen hundred 
and any Mf^'^ " „if mouerin the Tr^- 

o^y(0(A^c^"^ 7? .'f f Vo«t Offi» IWitn^ 



No. la—An Act forthe Relief ofJlhnH. Home. I 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotue Jtepre- ' 
sentativesofthe United States qfStneriea in Congress ; 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, I 
and lie is hereby, directed and requirsd lo pay to j 
John H. Home, of Mississippi, outoCany money | 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the | 
sum of six hundred and fifly ooltara and fifty 
cents. 

Approved, January 26, 1857. 

No. 19. — An Act making a reappropriation from 
the surplus fund for the Relief of Lieutenant I 
John Groest, United States Navy, and others. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ^ Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled. That the sum of one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty dollars and forty-nine cents, 
being the balance remaining of the appropriations 
made by Congress in the years eighteen hundred 
and forty, ana eighteen hundred ami forty^one, 
for the survey of the coast from Af>paIachicoIa 
bay to the mouth of tho Mississippi nver, for the 
ascertainment of the practioability of establishing 
a navy-yard and naval station wnich should best 
subserve the protection of the commerce of the 
Gulf of Mexico, whtch balance has Jieen carried 
to the credit of the surplus fund, be, and the same 
is hereby, reappropriated for the payment of the 
sum due Lieutenant John Guest, United States 
Navy, (ux hundred and seventeen debars,) for 
servicea rendered in such survey, and for other 
lawful claims of officers who were employed in 
that survey. 
Appbovkd, January S6, 1857. 

No. 90.— An Act authorizing the Secretary of the 
Interior to approve the Accounts of the Mar- 
shal for the District of Missouri, for Furniture 

Erovided for the use of the Circuit Court of the 
Tnited States for said District, at the April 
term of said Court, held at Sl Louis, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and fo^ 
the allowance and payment to the Marshal of 
the District of Indiana, of the account for Fur- 
niture for the office of the Clerk of the District 
Court of the District of Indiana. ^ 
Bs U mseted hy the Sndte and Hawe tf Repre- 
tentalim^the United States qfJImtrieain Congress 
asstwUtted, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authoHzea to aHow, in the ac- 
counts of Thomas S. Bryant', marshal of the 
United States for the .district of Missouri, the 
sum expended for furniture purchased for the use 
of the circuit court of the United States for said 
district, (and approved by Judge R.W.Wells, 
the district judge for Missouri,)at the lApril term 
of said court, held April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, at St, Louis, Missouri, not exceeding 
in all the sum of three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 9. ^ndfteit/iirlA«reik«cled, That the Sec- 
retary of the Interior be directed to pay to the 
marBnal of the district of Indiana, the account of 
Messrs. Weaver and Williams, forfumiturepur- 
chascd for the use of }be elerk^<iof|M of^the 
district court for the district of IndAtaa, not ex- 
ceeding the suni of one hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars: PrDVuied,Thatineaeheasepropw vouch- 
ers be presented. 
Approvbd, January 1!8, 1657. 

' ' - 1, 

No. 31. — An Act for the Rdief -of Charlotte 
Turner. 

Be it enneted by the Senate and House^of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of .America m Congress 
assembled. That Mrs. Charlotte Turner4>e, and is 
hereby, authorized to enter, at the minimum price 
of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the 
cast half of the southeast quarter of section twen- 
ty-one, and the west half ortlie southwest quarter 
of Section twenty-two, in township three, oi range 
eight east, in the southeaatern district, Louisiana, 
in virtue of her long settlement and valuable im- 
provements thereon. 

Approved, January S8, 1857. 

No. 33.— An Act for the Relief of (Jfiarles Lucas, 
or hta IfigtU rcpre BCD tali vca^ and tar oiher pur- 

Be it enacted bg the Senate and Ufuw ^ Stepri- 



aaenMedy That Charles Lucas, or his legal repre- 
eentatives, be, and he or they are hereby, con- 
firmed in the hereinalXer descril^ed one hundred 
and twenty-five acres and fifty-eight one hun- 
dredths of an acre, part and parcel of a tract of 
three hundred and twenty-three acres and four- 
teen one hundredths of an acre, located by virtue 
of New Madrid certificate number two hundred 
and thirteen, corresponding to survey number 
two thousand five hundred and ninety-two, lying 
in the Palmyra, Missouri, land district, that is 
to say, the west half of the southwest quarter 
of section twenty-five, a strip eighty-one links 
wide off the entire north side of the northwest 
quarter of section thirty-six, and so much off the 
soutli end of the east half of the southwest qiiar* 
ter ©f section twenty-five, township fifty-eij^t 
north, of range six west, as together will (with 
the said west half and said strip) make said quan- 
tity of one hundred and twenty-nine acres and 
fifty-eight one hundredths of an acre, and that 
a patent be issued tharefpr to the saidChariee 
Lucas, or his legal representatives, upon the re- 
ceipt of a plat and aurvej of the same, executed 
by the proper officer, whtch said patent shall have 
the same force and effect as if the said certificate 
number two hundred and thirteen bod issued for 
said quantity hereby confirmed. -' 

Sec 3. JInd be it further enacted. That John T. 
Redd , for himself and those claiming title derived 
from him, be, and he is hereby, permitted to enter 
with the register and receiver of the proper land 
office, at the price of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, all the rest and residue of said east 
hcClf of the southwest quarter of section twenty> 
five, in township fifty-eight north, of range six 
west, included in the location under said certifi- 
cate niimber two hundred and thirteen, and not 
included in the said ooftbundred and twenly-niae 
acres and ftfty-eight one hundxedtha of an aere. 
so as aforesaid confirmed. 

AppBovBD, February 3, 1657. 



No. S3.— An Aetforthe Relief of the Sureties of 
Daniel Winslow. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House tf Repre- 
setUaHtei of the United States of America in Congrns 
awmbfed, That David Winslow and James N. 
Winslow, and their legal representatives, and the 
real and peraonal property of each, be, and they 
are hereby, released and relieved from all judg- 
ments, and from oil liens and incumbrances of 
said judgments, and all levies made by virtue 
thereof in favor of the United States obtained 
against them in any district cnurt of the United 
States, as security for Daniel Winslow: Provided, 
That the costs of said suits be first paid by tho 
said Winslows. 

Approved, February 3, 1857. 



No. 34.— An Act for the Relief of Sally T. Ma- 
thews. 

Be U enacted by the Senate s«d House ef Rt}*rt- 
$eiaa^vei<tfthe tfiuted StaUsofJhnerieainCongrm 
ataeoMed, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause to be paid to Sally T. Mathewa the sum of 
three hundred and fifly-one dollars, being in firil 
compenaniion for the servieesof her late husband, 
William P. Mathews, as an extra clerk in that 
Department, between the first September, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-two, and the fourteenth 
day of May, eighteen hundred and forty-three, 
which sum is nereby appropriated out of any 
unappropriated moneys in the Trsaiury. 

Appboved, February 3, 1857. 

No. 35.— ^n Act for the Relief of Brevet Major 
James Belger, of the United States Array. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprf 
senlatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assemhltd. That the proper accdunting officers of 
the Treaaury alluw to Brevet Major James Bel- 
ger, of the United States Army, in the settlement 
of his accounts with the Government, the sum 
of nine thousand three hundred dollars, being the 
amount stolen from him by his late principal 
tli;rk. Jt^tin S. SlttnlKiii, wtiilsi he wa> actiitg tO 
<^li.ii-r i.r [li ■ rjii-ii [ ri.i.ia'"L OK:l>ilVlirii-'Ilt ilt Sail 

Antonio, Texaa: i'fotided, Tiuil previous tu 
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Oorernment [to Ute OoTernmentl of the United 
St&tn the judgment forand in hia hivm in the dis- 
trict court in the enanty of Beitar, in the State 
of Texu, Kgfitnsl the said John S. Shenhiin, for 
the amount of asid embezzlement, and the bene- 
flta Af the attnehm'^nt iaaaed by mid court at the 
imtanee of mid Beiffer, on the property of the 
•aid Slivaban, and all control orer the pmeed- 
Jd^ of the afomnentloned caae. 
AmtOTiD, Fabraary 8, 1857. 

No. 96.— An Act for the Relief of Ranadfell Pagg. 

' B* it tuMcUi by th4 StiuUt and ifatae Ktfrt' 
unlativc* <^QuVmt*d Stuut ^Amnttitt in CMgrm 
MMMUeil, That the Secretary of the TreMury 
pay to Ranadell Pegc the aum of one htuidrcd 
and oighLdoUanananfiyceBtaoutof any money 
in the Treaaury not otherwiae approprwited , being 
the amount of diSarance of pay^received Lty him 
M« watchman at the eaat wag of the ratent 
Offiee and that reccired by tha other watchman 
of aaid buildine from ih« twanty<third July, 
eighteen hundred and forty-niiMitoflntOot^iar, 
•igfateen hundred and fiAy. 
A>raoTU>, February St 1857. 

No. 27.— Ah Aot for the Relief of the Helrt or 
Legal RepreMflMtlTes of Jerewwah Brynn. 
Bt U enaOtd Hu Sendte and Hoast «f Reprt- 
amtativet of the tJnlttd SMea tf Jtmeriea in Congrea 
metiditei. That the heira or legal repreaentatiTea 
of Jeremiah Bryan, Inte of the parish of St. He- 
lena, Slate of Louiaiana, be allowed, and a're 
hereby authorized, to aelect fyon.and to enter 
and locate, free of cost, in the proper land office, 
aix hundred and forty acrev of any of the public 
lamd* in the Oreensburg; (late St. Helena) land 
district, m LoulaiatiB, according to legal aubdi- 
viatons*, and that such right of entry or location 
■hall be exerciaed in fiill aatis/hction of the con- 
firmation made fo said Bryan under the act of 
third March, eighteen hundred and nineteen, ac- 
cording to the report of actual 'aattlers in. said 
diatrict, made by J. O. Goaby, and to certificate 
of confirioation number two hundred and nine, 
isaued by the reciater and receiver of* aaid land 
office: IVovi4ed,Thatthe«eleetionaihallbemade 
fmm lands subject lo private entey, at aminimom 
of [of] not more than one dollar and tw«iity-fi?e 
cents per acre; and patents shall issue therefor, 
aa in ordinary caaea of entry and aale. 
AntaoTam February 5, 1857. ' 



No. S8.— An Act for the RHief of Cal^t|in Thomas 
Duncan, of the Uotidd States Army. 

Be it enacted (y the Senate and Borne ffJUpif 
smtolives United States qfJtmeriea in Confrta 
eueembttd, That'ThoiAas Duncan,aa the assignee 
and owner of the following warrants, issued under 

-the aat orSaptember,eightMn hundred and fifty, 
viz: Number nine4hociaand seven hundred and 
forty-five, forei{ghtyan«B,irttheh«Me ofOeorge 
Chewning* iaaued July ten, eighteen hundrm 
and fiftv-onc; number tbirty*one thousand one 
hundred and thirty-eight, for forty acres, in the 
Mams of Benjamin Liad^y, issued Novenber, 
MWly-niiK, tighleen bmnied and fiftyHinei 
awnherAtny-foulhoannd seveo hundred and 
ninety-eieht, for forty acres, in the name of 
Eleaoor P. Pooltlaatied Mnrohsix, eighteen hun- 
dred and fiAy-two; number Afty-threB thouaand 
three hundred and four, for forty acres, in the 
name of Tamer Browa, lasuod April twenty- 
aightt eighteen hundnnl' and fifty-two; number 
finy-five thousand one hundred and eight, for 

.forty acres iti the nameof Qeei^e Bromer, iHtiied 
April twenty-nine, eighteen hundred and ^fty-- 
two; number Afly-three thousand one hundred 
Md forty, for forty acres, in the name of Laban 
Mauldtn, isaued April twenty-four, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-two; the originals of which, with 
aasi^ments thereon in his favor, have been lost, 
be, tuid he Is hereby, authahzed to locate, tn his 
same and as his pi^perty, the duplicates of said 
warrenta« which have been ormay be issued f^ota 
the Commissioner of Pensions; and upon said 
lecaiiona being made acoording to the stipukitiona 
of said act of eighteen hundred and fiAy, pateats 
aball iaane for the same, aa in ordinary easei. 
Aftammn, EWtetiary <t 18ST. 



Ho. 09.— An Act fbr theRelief of John Mitchell, j 
«f the District of Columbia. 1 1 

Be it enacted hf fAe Senate and House Repre- i, 
KnAtftru <if Ae Catted States qfAnuricain Congren \i 
auembhd. That the Secretary of the Interior is m 
hereby dirf«ted to place the name of John Mitchell r 
OD the pension roll, at the rate of thirty dollars ,1 
per month, inataad of twenty doHan, as per act 
of Congreaa, May fifteen, eighlaen hundred and 
fifty. 

ArraoTiD, February 7, 1857. 



No. 30.— An Aet to extend the Charter of the 
Preaidentand Directors of iha " Firemen's In- 
surance Company of Waafaingtonand Qeorge- 
town, in the District of Cokimbia." 
Be U emeted htf the Banma-and Same t^Rtfre- 
sentakvmrfthe United Stalm^Jimerieain Congress 
atsembied. That the charter of the president and 
director! of tiM Fireman's Inaufance Company 
of Wasfaiagton and Qaorgetown, in the Diatrict 
ofColumbiat approved on the third day of March, 
eighteen hQndrsd ami thtrty-aeven, which -will 
expire by its own limitation an the first day of 
June, ei^iteen hundred and fiAy-eigfat, be, and 
the saaw ift haroby, extended until the first day 
of JiitMi eightaBB haadred and aMity-'eight, 
apon tha terns add eonditionn as nnaiaAer 
provided. 

Sac. 1. ^ad be Uf^irAer macbd. That every 
alookholder ahall be entitled to vote by himaalr, 
his ^nl, or prex^, appointed under hia^kand 
Bifd seal, attested by two witnesses, at electioBS 
made bj^irtueof thlaaet.and aha]] have «a many 
votes OS he holds shareat Provided. That no per- 
son or body-eorp^nuie shall have mere than one 
^ndred votes in hia, her, or their own right; arftl 
every stochboUer not in debt to the eotnpany, 
may, with ibeaasentofthepieaidentand directors 
in f^rson or by powor oi attovney, assign and 
transfer his slock in the company on the booka 
of the aame, or any part theraof, not l«n than a 
share; bat -no stoeicholdor indebtol to the com- 
pany ahall be permitted to mahe a transfer, or, 
receive a dividend, until aoeh debt is paid; or 
aecur^^ the satisfaction of the pnaident and 
direetora, Thecapii^Utoekofthecoaipahyshan 
consist of a-sum notaxceedingCWohanoteoUiou- 
sand dollars, divided into ten thoiuuid aharsa of 
twenty dollars each. 

Sac.S. •9ad6eitytofiker<Mcfad, Thatthepres- 
ideirt and direelova of the jAeseat company, tWo 
weeks prior to the expiniticm of the present char- 
ter, shall call a meeting of tha atoekholders, if the 
presenC^pomp^f f givingtwo weeks'notioe in two 
of the jnpers pnnted and published in the city of 
Waahingtoa, of the time and place of meeting,- 
and the stockholders, who shall«88emble in person 
or by proxy* shall choose by Itallot from among 
the stookholders, by a majority of tlie votes of 
those present, thirteen director*, who shall con- 
tinue in office for one year from the first Monday 
in JaBuary,tn the year eighteen hundred and fifty - 
eight;aq^(Hi the first Mojiday in January , in every 
.year thereafter, (a» eleeiJOn ahall bo hekl for thir- 
teen directors as aforesaid, who shall continue in 
office for one year from the time of thef r election 
and until others are chosen in thair atcad,aitd 
each director ahall hold in his own nght not less 
than twenty shareain the capital stock of the 
company; and the said directors, at their fint 
meetingand annually thereafter, shall choose from 
among themselves a president^ and allow him a 
reasonable compensation for his services; and in 
case of death, resignation, removal, or other' dis- 
qualification of the president or any of the direct- 
ors, the y&maining directors may elect othera to 
fill such vacancies, to serve during the remainder 
of the term for which they were chosen. 'The 
president and directors of the' company, or any 
three of them, shall superintend the first election 
of direcfors under this act, and a oommittee of 
three stockholders, to be appointed the direct- 
ors, shall superintend svery succeeding election. 
The president arid directors elect ahalH previous 
lo entering art the duties of their reapeeltve office*, 
take the following oath orafiirniation: " I (A B) 
do sw^ar (oi a^m) that I will faithfully, fullv, 
diligendy, impartial^, and honeatly fulfill tae 
duties or my office or to tha best of my 

koowletlge Bsd ability;** 



Sjgc.4. ^ndbetf/urtherenscidl, ThattbeptH- 
idcnt and direetora ahall be, and they are tieiebf, 
authorized to make all kinds of iDBuranu agaiut 
fire within the limits of the county of Wuhinj- 
ton, in.Uie Diatrict of Columbia, only, and gen* 
erally to iranaactand perform all basioess reliiin 
to the objects aforesaiid, and also to iona tbe 
capital and funds of the company, from time to 
time, in tbe public funds oftm tTnited States, or 
in any other bonds or stocks, and to dl^xwcDf the 
money or ]»operty of the company ia sodi wm- 
ner (not being contrary to bw) as to diem ibill 
appear most advantsgeows to the eon^ony. 

Sac.'<6. ^Sndbeitfltr^enmeted, ThattliepRi- 
idantanddirectoraahalloauaeasemi-annnBlBUtt- 
mnt of tba aflWa of tbe eanmany fo-be imd; do 
wt befbre the AnM Mondaya-of Amaary and Jal^ 
in each mid every year, which ttatament shill tit 
aisned by the president and secretary, end svon 
tooy them, and be pabtiehed in come paper priottd 
in the city of Waahingtoa, in order to aacertiia 
the- net earned prafita, as near an nay be, for tbe 
preceding half year; and if it be aaeertained ibu, 
afUr payment of dl'cl^nM against the comptnT, 
any prt^fits have been made during this periM, 
tbe direerors, or a tii^jority of them', nay declut 
a dividend of said profits, adiich ahsl) be paid , 
within ten daya tliereaAert but it shaU net be 
lawftil todindamocc than two tinidaof atiddnr 

Srofils until a contingent fiind of twenty thouuid 
ollars shall be formed; and aa often as tht uid 
fund shaH be impaired by loas«, the pmideni 
and direetora ahall continue tl^e hslf-yeanv appro- 
priation of one third oC tbe net prottta aloreiaid, 
until thecontiogent fund be restored to tbe awHiat 
before mentioned. 

Sec. 6. ^nd be itfiurther enacted. That tbr aid 
president and directors be, and ore hereby, an- 
thorized to aet apart out of the profiu of nid 
company, from time to time, as they nwy think 
neeessary, a portion of said profits, to conatiiote 
a fund for the special benefit of such memben of 
the sever^fire compaaiea aa may become injured 
or diaabled in discharge of their duties atanySrc, 
aiid to appropriate such auma as they may Ke £t 
in aid of the several fire companies, and whiA 
appropriation shall not be less than om huDdrtd 
and fifty dHlart per annum. 

Sao. 7. ^ndlieU.ybrAereM«c(ed, ThateferyboiW- 
ing insured by this company that is destroyH by 
meabs of firSt from the fimt floor upwanla, ihill 
ha destaed as 4sniolnhad, «bd habdl bt kvfU 
fior the difislow,in-aD«h eaae, to order the motfj 
inSored theieon to ^ pald within three moniki 
after the notice given ofnbe toaaaaaforeaaid^and 
in oase of a pwtial destnietioo by fire, the Ion 
shall ba dttcnaiMd by a— ens ore, appmntfd u 
Ibllowa: the psraon whose property n inmti 
afaall have the privily of seteeting one dtMS* 
tercatad person, the btnrd of dirtttors shall Khtt 
another; should Ihiae two persons disa^ ia 
their valuation of a losB,tl^ shall select nnotbtr 
difiinterested person; the award of any two ti 
thAse three shall be final. 

Sac.e. ^andbeitfitrtharaneted, 'RiattbepiH- 
ident and dihectora shall have power and authoritT 
to appoint ^ secretary, and sarti other Hert) 
ogd oSena under him as tbey may thiok mm*- 
aarVt for ttaniaethig the basinesaaf the eonpany, 
and may aUow them satih aatary aa they fhsll 
judge reasonable-^ to ordain and estabNah each by- 
lawa, ordinances, imd regUlftliDAS for esndeciine 
the concema of said eompany, not beine contnry 
to, nor inconsistent with, this act« or the Coiuti- 
tution and lawa of the Uiiited States; they ihau 
keep a fUll and fair record of their tranaaclioM 
in books kept for that purpose, which Bhsll beat 
all times open to the inspection of the stockhdN- 
ersj' they shall have power to hire or purc)i»« 
a suitable building, or boiltfines, in the ci>y » 
Wasbinetoo or Georgetown, lor the purpest K 
transacting the affhirs of the company, and g«B* 
erally to conduct the enUre buisneaa thereof- 
Sec. 9. ^nd6« ft^riyier enacted. That tbe aicKi- 
holders in this company shall not be liable for 
any loaa, damage, or rasponsibiUty arising from 
any contract of Insurance other than the property 
they have in the capital or funds ofthe company' 
to the amount of the ^tock respectively held by 
them and any profile arising tnerefrom, not di* 
vided; Provided, The aaid company shall, f)]^ 
lima to tiuK, apply &H Bums of money rsceirea 
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them for ^remiunui to the paTineiit qf loms 
the first inatance, and to mute up the orig^oal 
pital wheneTer it ihall have niffered diminntion 

- losses. 

3ec . 10. he UjMher enacted. That the said 
mpsny ahall not be competent to purchase, take, 
bold any real estate other than such as shall 
requisite for its immediate accommodation in 
atioD to the eonrenient traiUMClioa of its bust- 
is, and sueh as shall hare been bona_fide mort- 
fed or conveyed to it by way of security, or 
satisfaction of debts contracted in the course 
its dealings, or puithased at sales upon deeds of 
St or judrnieiiti which shall hare been obtained 
' sQCh deot*. 

3bc. 11. .9ndhe it fyrthtr enacted, Thatallpoli- 
s of insurance and notes or obligations of every 
icription shall be signed by the president and 
intersigned by the secretary; and no promis- 
y note or obligation, except contracts of insur- 
», shall be given without the previous vote of 
i board of directors; and no sale or transfer of 
ck or property shall be made, nor any bond or 
Ttgage dischai^ed, except in punuanea of a 
te of the board of directors. 
He. IS. Jtni bt it farther eiMcfed, That the 
laident and directors may call a general meet- 

- of the stockholders for any purpose relating 
the alTairs of the comfMtny, giving at leaat two 
cka* notice thereof in the newspapers published 
the city of Washington; and any number of 
ckholuers who, togetlier, shall be proprietors 
live hundred shares of stock, may at any time 
|)ly to the president and directors to call a gen- 
ii meeting of the stockholders for any purpose 
&ting to the afTairs of the company; and if the 
isidcnt and directors shall refuse to call such 
eting, the said stockholders, proprieton of not 
8 than five hundred shares of stock, shall have 
wcr to call a general meeting of the stockhold' 
i,givinvat least two weeks' notice in the news- 
prrs aforesaid, specifying in BUch notice the 
jecl of the meeting. 

St.c. 13. ^nd be Ufurthtr enacted, That should 
so happen, from any cause whatsoever, that 
) annuu election of aircctora should not take 
ice in any year on the day hereinbefore men- 
ricd for that purpose, this company shall not 
■ that rtason be dissolved; but such election 
ly be lawfully held on such convenient day 
trcafter as may, for that purpose, be fixed on 
the president and directors, they causing ten 
yn ' notice thereof to be given in one or more 
ivspapers published in the city of Washing- 
I. 

3ec. 14. ^ndfreU/urt&erenaehfl, That nothing 
this act shall be so construed as to authorize 

i company to issue anv note, token, device, 
ip, or otlier evidence of debt, to be used as a 

Tency. 

3bc. is. And be Ufitrther enacted, Thatthisaet 
ill take effect on the first day of June, eighteen 
ndred and fifty-eight, except so far as it pro- 
les for a notice of the first election of directors, 
the third section of this act, which shall go 
operation two weeks prior to said first of 
ie, and this act shall continue and be in force 
Lil the first day of Jane, eighteen hundred and 
hty .eight. 

iec. 16. Andbeitfitr^emeted^ Thatit shall 
lawful for Congress, at any time hereafter, to 
ft, amend, or repeal this act. 
IppaovES, February 7, 1857. 



I. 31.— An Act for the Relief of the Legal Rep' 
esentatives of Edmund H. MeCabe, lui^nee 

)f Antoine Soulard . 

?e it enacted by the Senate and Houie qf Rtpre- 
tatives ^tk* Onited Stataqf^merieain Cangrest 
unUed, That the legal representatives of Ed- 
nd II. MeCabe, assignee of Antoine Soulard, 
and they are hereby, authorized to enter, of 
public lands of the United States subject to 
ry,at not exceeding one dollar and twenty-five 
its per acre, such quantity of land as has been 
d by the United States within the boundaries of 
claim of Antoine Soulard, confirmed by the 
preme Court of the United States, at January 
in, eighteen hundred and thirtv-six, from the 
le of filing the petition on whicn said confirm- 
m was made to the issue of the patent ander 
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such confirmation, and that a patent or patents 
shall wsue therefbr. 
Aptkotxp, Febmary 7, 1857. 

No. 89.— An Act for the Relief of Mary Heeside. 

Be it enacted by tht Senate and Home ^ Sepre- 
SMtoltMf ^ Ae Uniitd Slstei America in Congren 
a$ietMcd, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby ie, directed, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay 
to Mary Reeside, executrix oi the will of Jamea 
Reeside, the sum of one hundred and eighty-eight 
thousand four hundred and ninety-six dollars and 
six cents, with interest thereon from the sixth day 
of December, anno Domini eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, being in full for the amount due upon 
a-verdietand judgment thereon rendered by the 
circuit court of the United States for the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania, in a suit in whidi the 
United States were plainiifilB, and James Reeside 
aforesaid was deienaant. 

ArFaovco, February 7, 1857. 

No. 33.— An Act to extend the Time for selling 
the lionds granted to the Kentucky Asylum for 
teaching the Deaf and Dumb. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House <tf Repre- 
lentatives i^flhe United States ofAmerieain Congrett 
aa»m(>/eil, That the further time of five years, from 
and afler the expiration of the time heretofore 
allowed, be.and tae same ie hereby, allowed and 

Eirmitted the trustees of the Centre College of 
entucky , who are also the trustees of said Ken- 
tucky asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb, to 
eel) the lands heretofore granted said asylum by 
acts of Congress heretofore passed and confirmed 
to said trustees. 
ApraovKD, February 7, 1657. 

No. 34.— An Act for the Reliefer Joseph D. 
Beers, of the city of NewTork. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Home ^ Repre- 
•entolivcf <(f the VnUed States tf Amxnca in Congress 
attemibled. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, directed, out of any money in the 
TreasuiT not otherwise appropriated, to pay to 
Joseph D. Beers the sumoftfiree thousand three 
hundred and ninety-six dollars and sixty-six 
cents, with interest thereon from the ninth day 
of August, anno Domini eighteen hundred and 
fifty, ml pud in full for interest and damages on 
a bill of exchange drawn by Thomas B. Nalle, a 

fiorser in the Navy of the United States, on Wil- 
iam Ballard Preston, late Secretary of the Navy, 
for twenty thousand dollars, payable to the order 
of Thomas Ap O. Jones, commander-in-chief of 
the Pacific aouadron, three days after sight, dated 
the twentv-nrat day of January, anno Domini 
eichteen hundred and fifty, and indorsed by 
Thomas Ap C. Jonee, to Moffall and CompanV 
or order, and by them to the order of said Jesepn 
D. Beers. 
Afpbovbd, February 10, 1857. 

No. 35.— An Act for the Relief of Martin MiUeU, 
of Iowa. 

fie if enacted the Senate and House Repre- 
itntaAves of th* UnUed States nf America in Cmgren 
anesiUcd, That the preSmptioq entry number 
twenty-nine thoosana three hundred and forty, 
in the name of Martin Millett, which was allowed 
at the Dubuque land ofiice, on the twenty-first 
February, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and 
which includes the west half northeast quarter 
and east half northwest fractional quarter of sec- 
tion number eighteen, in township number ninety 
north, of range number six west, be, and the 
same ie hereby, confirmed, and the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office is directed (0 cause a 
patent to be issued thereon. 

Affrovxd, February 16, m57. 

No. 36.— An Act for the Relief of Jonathan Pain- 
ter, a Black Man, who aeted,a8 a Spy in the 
War of eighteen huiadred and twelve. 

Be it enadtd bm Ac Senate and Hovse nf Repre- 
tenlatioes qf the United States iff America in Congress 
assembUd, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby directed to place the name of Jonathan 
Painl«r (a blattk man) on the peoaion Uit, at the 



rate of eight dollars per month-, to commence on 
Uw fourth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six, and to eontimu dnring his 
lift. 

Afpkotxd, Fiebnuuy 16, 1657. 

No. 37.-^An Act to Incorporate an Insiuucs 
Company in the City of Washington. 

Be it enaelsd Me Senate and Heme ef Repre- 
sentatives tf the UnUed States <^ Anurica in Cengrese 
assemhled. That Silas H. Hill, William B. Todd, 
Samuel Bacon, William Wall, Benjamin Be^l* 
Charles Miller, Joseph Bryan, M. W. Gait, Au- 
gustas E. Perry, J.C. MeChure, William F. Bay- 
ly, Walter Harper, Walter Lennox, and William 
T. Dove, and their associates and saecessors, 
shall be, and they are hereby, declared to be, a 
body-politic and corporate by the name and stylo 
of the Washington Insurance Company, for 
the purpose of making insurance on dwellings, 
hoases, stores, and alfother kinds of bnildings, 
vessels in port, house furniture, merchandise, and 
all other kinds of property, a^inst loss and dam- 
age by fire ; and also to mue insurance on vessels, 
merchandise, freight, specie, bullion, commis- 
sions, profits, bank-notes, bills of exchange, and 
other evideaees of debt, bottomry and respond- 
entia interests, and all other personal property, 
or interests in or touching propertv at sea, land, 
or water; and that the corporation nereby created 
shall, by the same name, have succession, and 
shall be capable in law to sue and be sued, im- 
plead and be imtileaded, in all courts of taw and 
equity, or elsewnere, and to make and to have a 
common seal, and the same to breaks alter, and 
renew at Uieir pleasure. 

Sec.S. AndbeUfurAerenatied, That the per- 
eons named in the foregoing section, or a ma- 
jority of them, are hereby authorized to open a 
subscription in the city of Washington for raising 
a capital stock of two hundred thousand dollars, 
in shares of twentv dollars each, and that each 
person on subBcnoing shall pay to the persons 
abave mentioned four dollars on each share sub- 
scribed for; and that the remainder of the said 
twenty dollars shall be secured by negotiable 
notes, signed and indorsed, to the satisfaction of 
said persons, ora majority of them, and payment 
thereof may be demanded at such times and in 
such proportions as the j^resident and directors 
hereafter mentioned shall judnt advisaUe, givinx 
six Veeks' notice in three of the gazettes printed 
in the District of Columbia. 

Sic. 3. And be farther enacted, That every 
subscriber shall be entitled to vote byhimself,hu- 
ogent, or proxy, appointed under nit hand and 
seal, attested by two witnesses, at elections made 
by virtue of this act, and shall have as many votes 
as he holds shares; and every stockholder, not in 
debt to the company, may, with the assent of the 
president and directors, in person or by power 
of attorney, assign and transfer his stock in the 
company on theliooks of the same, or any part 
thereof, not less than a share; but no stockhold- 
ers indebted to the company shall be permitted to 
mak^ a transfer or receive a dividend until sueh 
debt is paid or secured to the satisfaction of the 
president and directors. 

Sbc. 4. And be itfurther enacted. That as soon 
as five thousand shares shall be subscribed, the 
persona hereby authorized to receive subscrip- 
tions shall calls Dueting of the snlmaibers, giving 
two weeks' notice in two of the papers Minted 
within the District, and the subscribers who shall 
assemble, in person or by proxy, shall dioose, 
by ballot, from among the stockholders, by a ma- • 
Jority of votes, nine directors, who shall continue 
iir^mce until the first Monday in September, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven; on which Monday in September in every 
succeeding y^ar thereafter, an election shall be 
held for nine directors as aforesaid, who shall 
continue in office for one year from the time oC 
their election, and until others shall be chown in 
their stead. And the said directors, at their first 
meetiitf, shall choose from amongthemselves, or 
from me stockholders at large, a president, and 
allow him a reasonable compensation for his ser* 
vices; and, in case of death, removal, resignation, 
or other disqualification of the president, or any 
Ofthedi«ctor..tl|5«^^di^^y|(j5g|^^ 
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othen to supply their places during the remainder 
of the term for which they were choaen; and in 
every cue where one of the directors shall be 
ehoeen preaident, the vacancy ahalt be aappUed 
aa in case of death, removat, or resignation; that 
the peraona hereby authorized to receive aubacrip- 
tiona, or any Uiree of them, be a committee to 
superintend the first election of directors, and a 
committee of three stockholder* be appointed by 
the directors to superintend every succeeding 
electioii. 

Sec. 5. Jnd be Ufitrtkertnaettd, That the mem- 
bers of the company shall not be liable for any 
loss, damage, or responsibility arising from any 
contmctof insurance other than the property they 
have in the capital or funds of the company, to 
the amount of the shares respectively held by 
ttiero, and any profits arising therefrom not 
divided: iVsetdca* "^he said corporation shall 
from time to tims apply all sums of money re- 
esiTed by them for premiums to the payment of 
losses in the first instance, and to make up the 
amount of their ordinal capital whenever it shall 
have suffered any diminution by losses. 

Bsc. 6. ^ndbt Ufiirtli^naaea, That the presi- 
dent and directors shall have full power and au- 
thority to make insurance on dwellings, houses, 
ttarsSi and all <rther kinds of buildings, vessels in 
port, houM furniture, merchandise, and all other 
property egainst loss and damage by fire; and 
also to make insurance on vessels, merchandise, 
freieht, specie, bullion, commissions, profiu, 
bank-notes, bills of exchange, and other evidences 
of debt, bottomry and respondentia interests, and 
to make all and every insurance connected with ; 
marine risks of transportation and navigation, 
and to cause said company to be reinsured, when 
deemed expedient, against any risk or risks on 
which it may make insurance. 

Sbc. 7. Jnd be Ufarther enacUd, That It shall \ 
be the duty of the president and directors to i 
superintend the concerns of the company in all 
things not otherwise herein provided for, and 
to cause a proper office to be kept in the city 
of Washington for the transaction of business; 
they shall have power to dispose oQ according to ' 
the provisions of the second section of this act, 
the shares remaining unsold at the formation of 
tlie company; to appoint a secretary and other 
officers or agents, sod to make such compcnsa- 
lion for their services as they may deem proper. 
The president and directors shall hold stated 
nieetingsat least once in each month, and at every 
such meeting shall examine the state of the com- 
pany's afiaira, and act on all matters and things 
which nay oome before them, and tliey shall 
hold such other special meetings as they may 
deem necessary, or when thereunto notified by 
the president; the president and three directors, 
or, in the absence of the president, five directors, 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Sbc . 8. .4nd be Ufwther eiMcted, That the sec- 
retary shall atiend daily at the company's office, 
and receive applications for insurance, and shall, 
whcasver he may deem it necessary, examine 
alone, or jointly with the directors, the property 
offered for insurance; he shall cause all the prop- 
erty beloiiginff to the company^ to be safely Kept; 
•hall receive all moneys paid into the office, and 
•hall deposit the same in bank to the creditof the 
" Washington Insurance Companvi" subject to 
he drawn by check or checks signed by the presi- 
di'Mt; he shall sign all policies; and he shall 
«-xhii>it to the board at each of its stated meeting 
a lull statement of the affairs of the company, and 
cause lite same to be recorded ; and said statement 
ahnll nt all times, during office hours, remain 
subject to the inspection of all persons holding 
pulicics of the company. 

Sbc. 9.^itd be itfurther enacted, That the sec- 
retary, with the concurrence of the preaident, 
shall have power to make and execute contracts 
of insurance in behalf of the company; and also 
to cause said company to be reinsured, when 
deemed expedient, against, any risk it may have 
insured. Bat the board may, by a by-law, restrict 
tlie au tht>rity of the secretary and president in this 
renpect, and a larger sum than fifteen thousand 
dollars shall not be taken at any one risk. 

Ssc. 10. *Snd he it further enacted. That the 
prmidsot and directors shall have full power and 
authoriif , by a toU of not IsH than a majority 
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of the whole board, to establish by-laws and such 
regulations as may be necessary to regulate the 
concerns of the companT! iVovided, They be not 
contrary to this act, ana to the lavs and Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

Sec. II. JInd be it fltrtker cMded, That the 
president and directors shall haveAill power and 
authority to invest the capital and surplus (bndi 
of the company, from time to time, in public, funds 
and other securities, and generally to invest and 
dispose of the capital, money, and property of the 
company, as they ahall deem most advanlagaous. 

Sec. 13. Jlnd beUfiirUttremMUd,Tba,t1& mid 
company shall have authority to loan its flinds, 
or any part thereof, to the holders of its policies, \ 
upon the security of the mortgages on unincum- t 
bered real estate within the county of Washing- ' 
Ion, insured by them; but never in amount ex- ' 
ceeding one half the sum insured thereon; the said i 
loans, when made, to be subject to reimbursement i 
after a period of sixty days, unless, at the expi- 
ration of said credit, the company shall agree to 
a renewal of the same. 

Sec. 13. .And be itfiaihtr tnacted. That the said 
company shall not be competent to purchase, 
take, or hold any real estate other than such aa 
shall be requisite for its immediate accommoda- 
tion in relauon to the convenient transaction of 
its business, and such as shall have been bens Jide 
mortgaged or conveyed to it by wav of secuhty, 
or in salisfaction of debts contracleil in the course 
of its dealings, or purchased at sales upon judg- 
ments which shall have been oblaineafor such 
debts. 

Stc. 14. ^ivf be it further enacted. That all poli- 
cies of insurance and notes or obligations of every 
description, shall be signed by the president, and 
countersigned by the secretary; and no promis- 
sory note or obligation , except contracts of insu- 
rance, shall be given without the previous vote 
of the board df directors; and no sole or transfer 
of Block or property shall be made, nor any mort- 
gage or bond aiscbai^ed, except in pursuMceof 
a vole of the said board. 

Sec. 15. ^nd6e II ^rMerenseted, That a semi- 
annual statement shall be made of the company's 
business, on or before the first Monday of Jan- 
uary, and the first lm>oday of July, in each and 
every year, which statement ahall be signed and 
sworn to by the president and secretary of the 
company, and be published io some paper printed 
in the ciiy of Washington, in order to ascertain 
the net earned premiums, as near as may be, for 
the preceding half year; And if it be ascertained 
that, after payment of all claims against the com- 
pany, any profits have been made during this 
period, the directors, or a majority of them, may 
declare a dividend of said profits, which shall be 

Enid within ten days thereatler; but it shall not 
e lawful to divide more than two thirds thereof 
clear profits until, by the half-yearly appropri- 
ation of the other third thereof, a contingent fund 
of twenty thousand dollars shall be formed; and 
as often as the fund shall be impaired by losses, 
the president and directora shall continue the half- 
yearly appropriation aforesaid, until it be restored 
to the amount before mentioned. 

Sbc. 16. Jind be itJterttcreiMefed, That noUting 
in this act shall be so ettnstroed as to authoriES 
this corporation to issue any note, token, device, 
scrip, or other evidence of aebt to be used as cur- 
rency. 

Sec. 17. ^ad be it further enaeUd, That the 
members of the said corporation shall each be 
liable, in his or her individual capacity, for all 
debts created by such corporation in favor of per- 
sons not memben thereof, to be recovered by 
action of debt in any court having jurisdiction 
thereof. 

Sxo. 18. Jind b» Ufkrtiur snsded, ^lat this act' 
shall be and eontintie in force fbr and during the 
term of thirty Tssra from and after the date of its 
passage; but Congress may, at any time here- 
after, amend or repeal the same. 

Aftrovbd, E>tbruary 16, 1B57. 



No. 39. — An Act to incorporate the Columbia 
Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb, and the Blind. 
<^ Be it enacted fcy the Senate and Hmut ^Jtifn- 

uniatfwuflfct IMttHntfantfAmmkt in Cm^w 



onembled, That Byron' Sunderland, J. C. Mc- 
Guire, David A. Hall, and George W. Risfs.of 
Washington city, William Edes and Judian 
Mitchell, of Georgetown, and Amoa Kendall uid 
William Stickney, of the county of WashirEiciB, 
and such peraons as raajr hereafter be MociiiKd 
with them, by contributions for the imlniciioi 
of the deaf and dumb, and the blind, an benbj 
created a body-j>olilic and corporate under tU 
name of the " Columbia Institution for ibe In- 
struction of the Deaf and Dumb, and the BliGd," 
to have perpetual succession, and to be capiblg 
to take, nold, and enjoy lands, tenements, hcrt- 
ditaments and personal property, to use a tm- 
mon seal, and tne same to alter at pleasure: f n- 
rided. That no real or personal property abillU 
held by said corporation, except such aa may bi 
necessary to the maintenance and efficleat min- 
agcment of said institution. 

Sec. 3. And be itfttrther tnwAei, That the in- 
stitution shall be managed as provided for id iti 
present Constitution, and such additionsl r«*uli- 
tions as may from time to time be found nerxs- 
sary; but as soon as sufficient contribution* ibiO 
have been paid in to authorise an election accord- 
ing to the provisions of said conMilution, Ac 
provisional officers therein named shall give nout* 
of a general meeting to the contributors for tin 
eleetion of officera, and the officera elected at 
general meeting shall hold their offices for act 
year, and until their successors shall beelecit^, 
as in said constitution provided: iVsriA^iThu 
said constitution may be altered in the muaer 
therein provided, but not in such manDeraim 
violate the Constitution or any law of the Unittd 
States or of the district of Columbia. • 

Sec. 3. ^nd he Ufvrtker ensetetf. That it dii!l 
be the duty of the justices of the peace ia tlie 
several wards of ths ctliea of Wasbinglon ud 
Geoi^etown and of Uie county of WoahinrtonU) 
ascertain the names and residences of all deaf aid 
dumb and blind peraons within their reapeclin 
wards and districts; who of them are of atetcb- 
able age, and also who of them are in iodigtst 
circumstances, and report the same to ibe pits- 
dent of the institution hereby incorporated. 

Sec. 4. And btH farther enacttdti:\M.v\imm 
the Secretary of the Interior shall be satiified 
evidence produced by the president of the inn- 
tution hereby incorporaleu, that any deaful 
dumb or blind peraon of testchsble age, proptrlj 
belonging to this District, is in indigent circua- 
stances and cannot command the means to lecin 
an education, it shall be his duty to aatlioriie 
said person to enter the said institutioo forui- 
structioo, and to pay for his mainleDuict an 
tuition therein at the rate of one hundred andfiA^ 
dollara per annum for audi deaf and dumb pup; i 
and at the rale of one hundred and fifty dalUn 
perannum for such blind pupil, payable quanerl/ 
out of the Treasury of the united Sutea. 

Sec. 5. ^nd be it fwtheT enaeted. That it m\ 
be lawful for said institution to receive anil tf 
struct deaf and dumb and blind peraons from »tj 
of the States and Territories of the United Statef. 
on such terms as may be agreed upon by tbtm' 
selves, their parents, guardians, or trustees, »» 
the proper authorities of said institution. 

Sec. 6. ^nd be Ufarther enoefed. That it ■>» 
be the duty of the president and directora dm 
institution to report to the Secretary of iIk 1°' 
terlor the condition of saitl institution on ihefri' 
day of July in each year, embracing in saia f 
porl the number of pupils of each ieeaif^ 
received and discharged during the preceil'"? 
year, and the number remaining in the insuis- 
tion; also the branches of knowledge and 
dustry taught and the progress made therein: 
also a statement showing the receipts of 
stitulion and from what sources, ana its disbm*' 
mcnts and for what objecta. 

Arraovu, February 16, 1857. 

No. 39.— An Act providiM for the i^ol^^^, 
mission of the Mail on lU>atesixthoa«iKlei|V 
hundred and forty-two. 
Be U cTtaeted fry the Senate and Book of RfT^ 
lenlaJivu of the United States qfJmerica in Cofig^ 
aatembUd, That the Postmaster General be, a" 
hs is hereby, authorized to allow and pay ■ 
QtorgQ Bueknam^chBam,notexoe«diiiguu<" 
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thousand ddlarB per uinufn,uha ipaydceinjast 
end reasonable for the traDsportation of the mail 
for the balance of the term of hii eontnetforthat 
•ervice, on roate six thoiuond ejehthandred and 
forty-two, between Bainbridee, Georgia, and Ap- 
paJochicoIa, Floridai unlcis tne Poatmaster Gen- 
eral, after giving thirty days* notice, ahall be able 
to let a contract to some responaible person, who 
will perform •ucbserricefora lea* sum; Provided, 
That, if tuch increased sum over and aboTe the 
contract price be paid to the present contractor, 
it shall only be so paid at the end of each year, 
and upon the foithflil performuios of ihig eon- 
tract. 

AppftOTU>( February 17, 1857. 



No. 40.— ^&n Act for the relief of Dr. James 
Morrow. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home tf Rtpre- 
weniaHvesi^Vu United SMu qfAmerieain Congrtn 
aaaembUdt That the SecretaryoFState be author- 
ized, and ho is hereby required, to pay to Dr. 
'■ames Morrow, for bis serrices as asncuiturist 
to the Japan expedition under Coinmoaore Perry, 
compensation at the rate of fiAeen hundred dollars 
per annam, during the time he was actually em- 
ployed in such service, the same being additional 
to his compensation of twenty-five dollars per 
month as master's mate; the same being in full 
for his services of every nature oo behalf of the 
Government during his connection vith laid ex- 
pedition. 

AmoTED, February 18, 1857. 



No. 41.— An Act for the Relief of the Officers and 
Privates of the Clinton Guards, of the County 
of Macomb, in the State of Michigan. 
Be il enacted by the Senate and Hoiue ^ Rtpre- 
wenlaiMiiit^the United 8tatt$ifJhMrieai»€ongn$$ 
easembUdf That the proper accountinf officers of 
the Treasury be, ana they are hereby, authorised 
and required to audit and settle, at the like rates 
whitih similar services have been heretofore au- 
dited and paid, the accounts of the company of 
Michinn militia known as the Clinton<Guarda, 
of the third regiraent, third brigade, third division 
of Michigan militir, in the county of Macomb, 
•in said State, upon satisfactory proof that they 
were ordered into service of the United States by 
the Governor of the said Slate of Miehinn, on 
requisition of the United States marahal, Tor the 
maintenance of the neutral obligations and kws 
of the United StateStin the year anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; and that they 
rendered service in pursuance of said requisition; 
and the amount found due them ahall be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

ArFBOVKD, February 18, 1857. 



X7o. 49.— An Act for the Relief of William Craig. 

it enacted by Uu Senate and Hevie tf Repre- 
M^niatuea iff the United States .Stnerictt in Congreu 
ememiUdt That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
atnd lie is hereby.autborized and directed to place 
the name of William Craig, of Pennsylvania, upon 
the pension list, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence ftom the twenty-second day 
or I^ovember, eighteen hundred and fifky-thrce, 
mnd to continue during his natural life. 
A-rraovKD, February 18, 1857. 

No. 43.— An Act for the Relief of the Heirs of 
the late Colonel John Hardin. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and Hrau of Sepre- 
gentaiiva ^he Unitei Statei qf America in Coldest 
•ssemA/ed, That the Secretary of the Treasuiy be, 
and he is herebv, iostructed to pay to the heirs of 
ColonelJotin Hardin, deceased, out of any moneva 
in (he Treasury p(jt otherwise appropriated, tne 
•um of Ara tboua»ad hundred dollars, that 
•um being tbt « „«[ of the balance dne them 
wmler the wre.*Mli''*'j^t,rsen General Wilkinson 
and Coloaerhl^eO* "Za to be in ftill ■atiafhetion 
„<-.M-.f..«- agidMtthtaowiirwrt 
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No. 44.— An Act for the Relief of Mary B. Win- 
ship, Widow of Oscar F. Winship. 

Be it enacted by the, Senate and House of Sepre- 
sentotivef of the UnUed States ofAmerieain Cot^it 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to place the name of Mary B. Winship, 
widow of the late Major Oscar F. Winship, de- 
ceased, on the pension roll, at the rate of fifty 
dollars a month, from the thirteenth day of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, for and 
during her natural life. 

Affbovbd, Febroary 36, 1857. 

No. 45.— An Act for the Relief of John C. Mc- 

Connell. 

Be it enacted by the SewUe and House nf Repre- 
senttUives of the United Statei of Jlmerica in Congress 
assembled. That the sum of nine hundred and 
ninety-three dollars and forty-two cents be paid 
to Jonn C. McConnell, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the same 
being for fresh beef furnished by him to General 
Q,uitman'8 brigade of volunteers in the Mexican 
war, in April, eighteen hundred and foriy-eeven. 

ArpaovBD, March S, 1857. 

No. 46.— An Act for the Relief of Whitemarsh 
B. Seabrook and others. 
Be it enacted by Uu Senate md House of Repre- 
untatites <tf the United Slates qf America in Congress 
assetnhltd. That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to examine 
and settle, upon the principles of equity and 
justice, the chum of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, 
William C. Megrstt, Benjamin Bailey, W. E, 
Wood, Edward Mitchell, Joseph J. Murray, 
Charles Towneend, John Patterson, William R. 
Hart, Joseph Jenkins, Edward Bailey, Henry 
Seabrook, Cato A. Beckett, Benjamin S. Whaley, 
Isaac Auld, John Ailcock, James B. Adams, 
William Beckett, Edward Beckett, James Beck- 
ett, William G.BRvnard, John Baynard, Ephraim 
Baynard, Charles Bailey, Henry Bailey, Francis 
Bowler, Henry Calder, James Clark, Sr., Robert 
Chisholm, Gabriel Crawfbrd, William Clement, 
James Dignan, Thomas Dnnmire, William Ed- 
ings, George W. Freeman, Barney Gilbert, Wil- 
liam Haonahan, Jr.) Henry J. Jones, Christopher 
Jenkins, Benjamin W. Jenkins, Robert S. Jen- 
kins, Daniel Lowrey, Robert Mason, Ephraim 
Mikell, John C. Mikell. Josiah MikeU, John 
Mikell, Sr., John Raven Matthews, Isaac C. 
Moses, MuhgoMackaT,JohnMcDoagsll, Robert 
McLeod, John C. Pilfans, Robert PiTlans, John 
Pattieson, William Seabrook, Gabriel Seabrook, 
Joseph A. Seabrook, Andrew Seabrook, Lewis 
Strobe), James Swinton, Christian Staley, Daniel 
Shandley, Andrew E.Thasrer, Daniel Townsend, 
Thomas Tompson, George M. Towers-, Edward 
Whaley, Joseph Whaley, William Wilkinson, 
Christopher Wilkinson, Morton Wilkinson, 
Thomas Wescoat, William J. Wescoat, Randall 
Wescoat,WalleyMeggett,Min|oeCrawford,and 
Joseph Beamer, they being the officers, musicians, 
and privates composing the Edisto Island company 
of militia, in the State ofSouth Carolina, in the war 
of eighteen hundred and twelve; and thathealtov 
to those named, who are living, and the heirs of 
those deceased, the amount of pay and allowances 
t<f which each of them would have been entitled, 
according to their respective positions, under the 
regulations of the service at that lime, for such 
length of time as they shall each of them be 

5 roved to have served in defense of said island 
uring the said war; and that he allow them just 
and rteasqn^le comDensation for the material 
and labor which shsJl be proved to have been 
expended by theni in the erection of two fortifi- 
cations on tnat island, for the purposes of defense 
in said war. 

Sic. S. And be it further enaeUd, That the Sec- 
retary of. the Treasury pay, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwiss appropriated, the 
amount adjudicated to be dne the saia parties by 
the Secretary of War. 
ArrBOTBD, March 3. 1857.. 

No. 47. — An Act for thfe Relief of Henry T. 
Muddt of Missouri. 
. Whanu, ChariM Bnrktf » tht fiftaeath day 



of March, eiditeen hundred and fifty-six, entered 
at the land office at Palmyra, Missouri, under the 
provisions of the preemption act of the fourth of 
September, eighteen hundred and forty-one, the 
southeast quarter of section thirty-four, township 
fifty-one, rangetwo west,containingone hundred 
and sixty acres, for which he paid two hundred 
doUarsj per receivers receipt number twenty-nins 
thousand two hundred and ninety-three, which 
entry failed for want of proof, ana was canceled 
at the General Land Office; and whereas Henry 
T. Mudd, before said entry was canceled, in 
good ftiith, but in ignorance of the wovisions oS 
the preemption law, bought said land of said 
Burite for eight hundred dollars, and holds a deed 
from said Burke, dated March seventeen, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four; but the purchase 
money, as the law stands and has been construed 
by the General Land Office, esnnot be paid to 
eaid Madd , Uioogh the eqailsible right is acknowl- 
edged to be in htm, and nid Barke has Mna to 
parts unknown, and his order or power of attor- 
ney cannot be had — 

Be U enacted by the Senate snd Konu cf Repre- 
sentatives of the United States qf JJmerica in Congnts 
lasembled. That the said tjvnsfer of said Burke to 
said Madd shall be received and treated as an 
admission of the right of said Mudd to the repay- 
ment of the purchase-money on said entry, via: 
the said sum of two hundred dotlsra, and that tha 
same shdl be refunded to him accordingly. 

AFraoTBD* Bfarch S, 1857. 

No. 48.-.An Ai» for the Relief of Richard Phil- 
lips. 

Be it ensefed by l&e Senate and Hovse of Repir*- 
tenXatives ^ the Un^od States qf America In Congress 
ttsseoAted, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Richard Phillips, of the State of Mas* 
sachusetts, on the invalid peoiion roll, at the rata 
of eight dollars per month, to commence on tha 
third day of December, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, and to continue durii^ his natmal lift. 

ArFROTED, March 2, 1857. 



No. 49.— An Act for the Relief of C. B. R. Ken- 
nerly. 

Be U enacted by the Senate mnt House if Sxprf 

sentt^ves qfthe Umted States of America in Congrm 
aasernbied. That the Secretary of the Treasury bSi 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to C. B. R. Kennerly, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
five hundred and thirty-six dollara and sixty-six 
cents, for medical services rendered the military 
escort of the United States boundary eommisaion. 
in the years eighteen hundred and tifty-four and 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five. ' 
ArraovBD, Maieh 3, 1857. 

No. 50.— An Act for the Relief of the Heirs of 
Jacques Gh>dfroy. 

Be it enacted by Ike Senate oait Home tf R^fn- 
sentatives eftiu Unutei States ^Amerieaht. Cosigrem 
assembled. That a patent be, and the same is 
hereby, directed to be issued to the heirs of 
Jacques Godfrey, for a second concession, (num- 
bered nineteen,) in rear of the front grant on De- 
troit river, patented to said heirs July twenty- 
four, eighteen hundred and eleven, according to 
the survey of said second concession made by 
deputy surveyor Joseph Fletcher in July, eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty-two, and returned into 
the land office by the surveyor general, and con- 
tained in the tMtent certineate numbeced thraa 
hundred and thirteen, issued by the roister of 
the land office at Detroit, dated April sixteeUi 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five. 

AppROTBD, March 9, 1857. 

No. 51.— An Act for the Relief of John L.Vattier. 

Be it enacted ^ the Senate and House qf Refre- 
untatloes qfthe (mted States ^Ameriea in Congrm 
aaemhledt That J<riin £•. Vattier be, and he hereby 
is, entitled to select and locate of ue public landa 
of the United States open to entry at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, two thousand 
eight honarad and eighty acras, fbr which ha 
■uU duly main a patantf u iRdflmniqr for ^ 
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Lava of the United Skate$, 



nndiTided half of tha claim of Oeom Sdump 
and PelRgre Schamp, his wifa, a« filea before the 
neater and reccirrr of the land office of the 
•oulhweatern land district of the State of Loais- 
iana, as reported by them fint of Novemberr 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four. 
ArpaoTEo, March S, 1857. 



No. 52. — Aa Act for the Relief of Jesse Morrison , 
of lUiooia. 

St U Mwfed tm the StmtU and Hnm tf Rtfrt- 
aentaiiem rftht Uuittd Slatts ^Jmerim in Congress 
tmmbUd, That there be paid^to Jesse Morrison, 
of Illinois, the sum of five hundred dollars, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, tba same being in fall for damage 
In Daing dispo w aaead of his storehowae at Port 
Jaekson, Michigan Tarritory, for use of tha Uni- 
ted Stotas military fbree* and for rant of the amid 
atorehousa by tha Oowomant during tha Kadt 
Hawk war. 

ApnoTBD, Much 3, 1857. 

No. S3.— An Act for tha Relief of John Shaw, a 
Soldier in the war of eighteen hundred and 
twelre. 

A it tnaeted by Ihe Senate and Hnue Repre- 
aentativts qf the United Statei of ^tneriea in Congrtii 
maembled, That the Secretary of the Treaailry 
pay to John Shaw, of the State of Wisconsin , out 
of anjr monev in the Traaaury not otherwiae ap- 
propriated , the aam of three thousand dollars, in 
full for his extraordinary services as a aeout and 
apy on the upper Miatiaaippi fh>ntiar in tha war 
f»r eighteen hundred and twelve. 

AnnoTXD, March 3i 1857. 

No. 54.— An Act fi>r the Relief of Thomas B. 
Steele, paased Assistant Surgeon of tha Navy 
of the united States. 

Be it enaettd iy the Senate «wl Bouu of JUpn- 
atnttttivts of the United Slate* efJlmeriea in Congrets 
aieenAled, That there be paid to Thomas B. Steele, 
passed assistant surgeon of the Navv of the Uni- 
ted States, out of any moneys in tna Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, tha sum of seven 
hundredand seventeen dollars and sixty-aix cents, 
being tha difference of compensation toan assist- 
ant surgeon and a passed assistant surgeon, from 
the twenty-fourth of April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-two, to the twenty-first April,eightean hun- 
dred and fifty-five. 

ArpRovED, March 3, 1857. 

No. 55.— An!A.ct for the Relief of John Huff, of 
Texas. 

Be U tnaeted by Senate and Hovte Repre- 
Mntativenff Vie Uniteil Statee qf America in Congress 
tatembUd, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwiae 
appropriated, to John Huff, of Texas, the sum 
of fifwen hundred and fifty.'Bix dollars, in full of 
ail demands against the Quvemment of the United 
States, for dunagea done to bis property whilst 
hia house and premtaea were in possession of a 
battalion of Umiod States infiintry in December, 
■ighteen hundred and forty-ei^U 

Amons, Blvch 9, l&t. 

No. 56.— An Act for the Relief of Oeorga Schel- 

linger. 

Be it enacted by Iht Senate and tlome ^ Repre- 
aenUtinttt^the United Siates qf ^imerieain Congress 
MMtmbUd, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
ud ha ia hereby, required to pay Oeoiga Sctfel- 
linger, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwiae appropriated, tlie sum of two hundred 
and eighty-four dollars and twenty-five cents, in 
filU, for damages sustained By him by reason of 
dastmction ofproperiy by the Army of the Uni- 
ted Sutaa duiiu tha filacx Hawk whr. 

Apnono, Blhvch 9, ^7. 

No. 57.— An A«t for the Relief of Lynan N. 
Cook. 

Be U enacted hv the Svute and House ttfReprt- 
«nlaiiaef (if Ukc VnUtd Statet ofJlneriea in Congresi 
mmttedt That the name of Lyman N. Cook b« 



I^aeed on the pension nil of the ITnttad States, 
and that ha reeeiva an annual penaion of twMity- 
two dollara and fiftjr eenia per month during hu 
natural life, to be paid to him ont of tha Traaaury 
of tha United Statea. 
AppftfTBO, Manh 9, 1857. 

No. 66.— An Act for Uia rriiBf of William San- 
daU. 

Be it enacted ba Ihe Senate and House tf Repre- 
tentativa of the United StatatfAmarieain Confrets 
assanbled. That the aceouniing officera of the 
Treaaury be, and they ars hereby, directed to 
settle the account of William Kendall, sutler at 
Fort Columbus, for all articlaa fomiahad by him 
to soldiera there recruited or aiationad during the 
laU Mexican war; and in all caacs where the 
several amounts claimed were regularlr entered 
on tha original muster or descripUve rolls which 
accompanied the detachments from said fort, and 
were tnus charged against the respective aoldiere, 
but were not transferred to the company rolls, 
nor retained out of the soldiers' pay and allowed 
to the said Kendall, the said amounta shall be 
allowed and paid to him out of anjr moneys in 
tha Treasury not otherwiae appropriated. 

AppnoTBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 59.— An Act for the Relief of tha Heira of 
Samuel R. Thanten, l&ta Delate from Ore- 
gon. 

Be U enacted the Senate and IJoxue 9/* Repre- 
sentolicef qfthe United Statu of Amtrica in Congress 
aaumbled. That the Secretary of the Treaaury be 
authorized and directed to aJIow and pay out af 
taay money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
pnated, to the legal representative of Samuel R. 
Thurston, lata Delegate from Oregon, for the 
benefit of his heira, the difTerence between the 
pay he has already received for mileage, and that 
now allowed to, and roeaivad by, tha present 
Delegau. 

AppnovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 60.— An Aet for tha Relief of George F. Balt- 
zell, Aaaignee of Jamaa P. Roan. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House Reprt- 
senWim qf the United States qf Jmeriea in Congrets 
assembled. That aeoi«:e F. Baltzetl, of tha State of 
Florida, aaaignee of Jamea P. Roan, be permitted 
to enter, at any land office in the State of Florida, 
a full section of land, or less quantity in lieu 
thereof, by divisional lines, without making pay- 
ment therefor: iVoeided, That the same shall be 
deen)ed and taken as a full satisfaction of any and 
all claims of the said Jamea P. Roan, and the Mid 
George F. Baltzell, hia aaaignee, under an act of 
Congress, entitled "An act granting donations 
of land to certain actual settlers in the Terri- 
torr of Florida," approved May twenty-sixth, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four: .^nd provided 
fSrthert That in his location, as aforesaid, the 
said George F. Baltsell shall, in no case, select 
any tract of land containing a less number than 
one hundred and sixty acrea. 

AppaovED, March S, 1857. 



No. Gl.— An Act for the Relief of Benjamii^ R. 
Gantt. 

Be il enacted hu tite Senate and House itf Repre- 
$entatives <(f the Cmtted Statea ifJmerita in Congress 
assemhled. That the claim of Benjamin R. Qantt, 
as the assignee or representative of Gcoi^Rowe, 
to a tract of land on the east or left side of the 
Bayou Tecbe,in the parish of St. M&ry, State of 
Louisiana, in virtue of a location made by H. 
Williams, surveyor general, on the twenty-first 
day of February, eighteen hundred and forty, 
under the act of Congress for the relief of the said 
Oeoi^e Rowc, approved on the third day of 
Marcn, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, con- 
taining not more tliaa four hundred superficial 
arpents, be, and the same ia herabv, confirmed 
to so much of said land so located as may be 
found undisposed ' of by the United States; the 
same to be patented and adjusted accordii^ to 
the approved plat of survej of the township in 
which It is situated, under instructions from the 
Commissioner of the Oaoeral X.and Office, ao aa 
to gira him, the said Oantt, an near aa majr be, 



the land* aoagfat to be located by hm, beinr 1 
part of neetionB ona and two, and perha^ a fic- 
tion of eleven and twehre, in townsnip number fif. 
teenwatii,of range number ten east, in lfa«ioatli- 
veatem district of Loaisiaoa: Pnrrided, That tka 
aet shall only operate as a retinquisfaatetit fomer 
on the partof thaUnittd aateato thesaidlsodi, 
and ah^l not inteiflns whh wlvarM valid righti 
of third persona, if meh exiBt, to anv pan 
thereof. 
Appmorap, Uanh 9, 1857. 

No. 63.— AnAetfortlwReliefof RebeeagrmA. 

Re it enaeUd by Ihe Senate and Bbute •/ S^. 
sentatives qf Ike United Stata ttfJlnuriea in Cimpm 
aasembted. That the- Secretaxy of the Intcnorbe 
directed to place the name of Rebecca Sroitb on tit 
roll of revolutionary penaionafor the State ofOen- 
gia, undertbeact of July seven, eighteen handnd 
and thirty-eight, and the other acta subieqatnt 
thereto continuing the benefits of said acta to ibe 
recipients thereof and par her a pension, at thi 
rate of one Iwndred dolnra a yw, under mii 
act, during her natural life. 

ApPEovcD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 63.— An Actfor tha Relief ofWflfiinPoek. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Hovse Stprt- 
sentatives^Ae United Statea 1^ America in Cnfim 
satcmfrled, That the Secreury of the Interioi be, 
and ha is hereby, authorized and directed to oon 
to be paid to William Poole, of Maine, nbm 
name is now on the roll of invalid pensionen, ilw 
sum of eight dollars per month, from the Gntdi; 
of January, eighteen hundred and fi(ty-ax,ii>- 
stead of tha sum of four dollara per monu , i4iid 
the said Poole baa heretofore received, and that 
the same be continued during his nataiid life. 

Appkovm, March 9, 1857. * 

No. 64.— Hn Act for the Relief of Mary An 

Clark. 

Be U enacted by the SenaU and House ^ Ittf»- 
leniatiw ^ the United 8tat*Mtf*imeTieainC»Hna 
assembUd, That tha Bewetary of tbe Interioi it 
hereby directed to place the name of Ma^ Am 
Clark, of New York, on the pension roll, >t tin 
rata of five dollara per month, for five yean, ess- 
mencing on the firat day of January, eigbim 
hundred and fifhr'aix. 

AmoTBH, fiurdi 9, 1857. 

No. 65.— An Aet far the ReUef of CeNinsBoooet. 

Be it enaeUd by the Senate and House ifRtff 
senXativts tifthe United Statts ofJmeriea is CMfns 
aaaembled. That the Secretary of the Trtua^ 
par to Collins Boomer the aom of one ihonMM 
dollars in full payment for the sloop and p»*s- 
ions captured from him, in eigblean hundru ^ 
thirteen, by the Britiab, in conaequeoce of »* 
employment of the sloop in tha conveyaacaoi 
American troops upon the rivsr St. Lawitntc- 

AppaovxD, March 9, 1857.' 

No. 66.— An Act for the Relief of Samod & 
Height. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House if ^ 
sentatives qfthe United States ^jSmeriea in Ct*?" 
assen^tedf That the proper accounting offiwrt » 
the Treasu^ adjust and settle the claim of Saini»i 
S. Haight,for bis services and expenses inmii>- 
tering into service, and marching to theNewio^* 
frontier, his command, under oraers from 
Ames Hall, during the war of aighieen luiidKi 
and twelve, when said Haightwaseotoneloii*' 
firat brigade of New York Stau militia. 

Appboved, March 3, 1857. 

No. 67— An Act for the Benefit of Ao^l 
Devit, late a Sergeant in tba Third ArtilKi/'" 
the United Sutes Army. 

Be U enaeUd fey Cfes Senole and Hoatt 
sentatives tf tha VnUedSMeaofJhurieainCMp^ 
aaseoAltd, That the SecreUry of the Intenor 
and he ia hereby, authorized and directed 10 puf 
tbe name of Anthony Devit, bte a seigeant ot w« 
third artillery of the United States i^f'!^ 
now at the Weatern Military Aaytam, 
boiff, Kentucky, limn tUa invalid «"■>■><»> 
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eventeen dollars per month, beginnini; on tb« 
rst day of January, eighteen hundred and fiftr- 
ix,aiiu to cdntinue during his natunl life, or toe 
zistence of hia present dtsabilitjr. 
ApfAOTjUD, ^arcb S, 1857. 

lo. 68.— An Act to reimbun^ tb« Estate ot Jo* 

seph McClure, a PaTmaster in the War of 

eighteen hundnd ana twelTe. 

B* it tnaeUdjv ^ SensTe and Howe Rtpre- 
iHlotivM (^tkt United Statti qf^Smerkain Cftngress 
vembUd, That the Secrefauy of the Treasury be, 
ad he is hereby, authorizea and directed to pay 
1 David UcClure, adauaiatrator of Josepb Mc- 
Uure, a regimental paymaster in Colonel War- 
sn's regiment of JSew York militia in the war 
f eighteen hundred and twelve, the sum of five 
undred and fifty-one doUara and thirty-aix cents, 
ut of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwiae 
ppropriated, the same being the amount of a 
udgment paid by said McClure to the United 
ut«a for moneys paid out by him, for which the 
ourhera were ouroed, but which was paid by 
im to hia raiment. 

Afprotbo, March 9, 1857. 

No. G9. — An Aa for the relief of Donn Piatt. 

fie it enacted fry the Senate aiuf House tff Rgfre' 
.ntaiivet of the Uniled States •America tn Cangreu 
ntmblei. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
nd be is hereby, directed to pay, out ef any 
loneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropn- 
ted, to Donn Piau, late acling charge a'afTairee 
f the United States at Paris, the aum of two 
lousand one hundred and fourteen dollars, it 
ebig the amount of the diSecanee between the 
alary received by him as secretary of legation 
t Paris and thatofehaig6 d'affaires, for the term 
f fourteen days in October, anno Domini eigh- 
!en hundred and fifty -four.and from.tha twenty- 
ixth day of December, anno Domini eighteen 
uudred and fifty-four, until the first day of May, 
uno Domini eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and 
Iso finem the third to the eleventh day of Septem- 
er, anno Domini eighteen hundred and fifty-five. 

Apfrotu, March 3. 1857. 

To. 70.— An Act for the Relief of Jededioh H. 
Latbrop and his Sureties. 

Be U tnmUU Im fibs SenuU anrf Hottn ^ Repre- 
inlaffvei ^l&e Vmitd State* of ^merieain Congreu 
tsembled. That Jedediah H. Lathrop and his 
uretiea be, and they are hereby, released from 
ie judgments recovered against them by the 
Fnited States, at the October term, eighteen hnn- 
red and fifty-six, of the circuit court for the 
listriet of Columbia, in the sum of seven thou- 
uid nine hundred and fifty-seren dollars and 
iircnty-five cents, and interest thereon team the 
venty-thtrd day of June, eighteen hundred and 
rty-three, upon the official bond of said Jedediah 
t. Lathrop.uNaTyagentatthecity ofWash- 
)§ion, in aaid District: PrwMeit S^d I^athrop 
nd his sureties ahall pay all eosta aeenud on the 
lid judgments. 

AppROYSD, March 3, 1857. 



lo. 71.— An Act for the Relief of William L. 
Davidson. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and-Hotue qf Jtepre- 
•ntalives iht UnUed UtaUa tf tSmeri^ in Congress 
mndited. That the proper accounting officers of 
le Treasury be, and tneyare hereby, directed 
) RBcertoin and allow to William L* Davidson, 
>r himself and the other children of Lieutenant 
iolone) William Davidson , of the North Carolina 
nc, in the Continental army of the United ^tes, 
'ho was killed in battle on the firatof February, 
jventeen hundred and eighty-one, at Cowan's 
ird, on the Catawba river, the amonnt of the 
alf-pay for seven years of the said Colonel Da- 
idson, as a lieutenant colonel of ioAintry. The , 
lid sum of money, when ascertained, tooepoid, I 
'ithout interest, out o£»ny money in the Treaa- 
ry not otherwise appmriated, and to he in full 
r all claims which the children of the said Wil* 
am Davidson may have against ibe United States 
ndcr the resolution of Congress of the twenty- 
lurth of August, seventeen hundred and eighty. 

AppaovcD, March 3, ief7. 



No. 72. — An Act for the Relief of Commander 
John L. Saunders. 

fie if moebd 1^ the Senate md Hnm eg Utprt- 
•enloHvu tf the Vnitei States if Jtneriea in Ctmgreu 
ataemhledt That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
lind he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to Commander John L. Saunders, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 

Erialed, ten dollars a day from ninth of Septem- 
er, eighteen hundred and forty-five, to sixteenth 
of September, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
both inclusive, in full compensation for entertain- 
ing on board the ship St. Mary's, Colonel John 
C. Eldridge, whilst a bearer of dispatohea from 
Fensacola to Aransas, in September, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five. 
Appboveo, Mareh 3, 1B57. 



No. 77.— An Act for the Relief of Amoa Am* 
alhn^t'of Ohio. 

Be it enacted He Senate and Amu if Repn- 
sentativts iff the United Slates ifJhuHea In Congrese 
amemlbted. That the Secretary of the Interior in 
hereby required to place the name of Amos Arm- 
strong, 01 Summit county, Ohio, upon the pen- 
sion roll, and cause to be paid him the sura of 
eight dollars per month for and during the term 
of his nattlral life, commencing on the Ant day 
of January , one thousand eight nondnd and forty- 
seven. 

ApmoTBD, Btfareh 3, 1657. 



No. 73. — ^An Act to audLorize laaue of Begiater 
to the Bark Ann Elizabeth. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <f Rtpre- 
untativeatifthe United States of Jlmeriea in Congreet 
asaett^led. That there ahall be issued, under di^ 
rections of the Secniarr of the Treasury, a cer- 
tificate of r^stry for tne bark Ann Elizabeth, a 
vessel built in the United States, but wrecked in 
the waters of the British West Indies, sold t* 
British aubjectfl, and afterwords repaired within 
the United Statesi'and purchased and now owned 
by William Cummings and Thomas A. Norgrave, 
of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
whenever the said Cummingsond Norgrave shall 
iUmish the Secretary of the Treasury with satis- 
factory proof that the vessel aforesaid has been 
repaired in the United States, and that her own- 
ers now are cidzens of the United States, 

ApraovBD. March 3, 1857. 



No. 74.— An Act for the Relief of Adam D. 
Steoart. 

Be U enaeted bji the Senate and Home Repre- 
f etUottves qftke Umled State* qfJtmeriea in Congress 
assembled, That the Solicitor of the Treasury be 
directed to remit the unpaid balance (exdusive of 
costa) of a judgment in favor of the United States 
■gainst Adam D. Steuart, rendered in the United 
States circuit court for the District bf Columbia, 
at the October term, in the year one thtfonnd 
eight hundred and fifty-two. 

Sec. S, .dud be U further enaeted. That there be 
paid to the aaid Adam D. Steuart, otit of any 
money in the Trsasory aot otherwise amiropn- 
aled , the aum of seven thousand two hundred and 
ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, that being 
the difierence between the sum contracted to be 
paid to him and that which he leoeiTOd. 

AppkOTU, Mareh 3, 1857. 

No. 75. — ^An Act explanatory ofan Act approved 
August eighteenth , eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, entitled "An Aetfortheielief of AdamD. 
Steuart and of Alexander Randall, Elxacutor of 
Daniel Randall." 

Be it enaeted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives 4if the United States tf ^tneriea in Congress 
assembhd. That the above-recited act, as far as it 
relates to.Adam D. Steuart, be, and the same is 
hereby, so construed as to aathorize and direct 
the Seuetary of Uie Tntoury to pay to the said 
Adani D, Steuart a commission, nt the rate stated 
in aaid act, upon the sum of six hundred and 
seventy-eight thousand four hundred and four 
dollars and ninety -ono.eeats, the amount received 
and coUected by aaid Adam D. Steuart, in Mex- 
ico, as chief of the pay department of the United 
States army during the war with that Republic. 

Approved, March 3, 1857. 



No. 76.— An ActfortheRelief of Charles Pariah, 
a Soldier of th« War of eighteen hondred and 

twelve. 

Be U enaeted hg Uu Sen^e and Hovat Repre- 
sentatives tftite United States of^Smeriea in Coturtis 
astemhled. That the name of Charles Parish be 
placed on the roll of invalid pendens, at the rate 
of four dollars per month, commencing the third 
day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
and continuing during his natural life. 

AppntTED, Mardk3, 1857. 



No. 78.-^n Act for tlic Relief of James D. 

Johnston. 

Be it enaeted by tite Senate and House qf Repre- 
sentatives of Me UnUed StatM^Jlneriea in Cangrett 
MsmUed, That James D. Jolmalon, a Uaatuant 
in the Navy of the United States, shall be enti- 
tled to a credit, in the eettlemeatat the Treasury 
of his accounts as naval storekeeper and acting 
purser of the etoreahip Fredonia, stationed in the 
narbor of Valparaiso, Chile, duriiig the years 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, and eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, of the sum of two thousand and f9ity« 
three dollars and eighty cents; the said allowance 
to be in foil for losses of public property stolen 
or embezzled from said vessel during the time ha 
was in command of her. 

AppnovED, March 3, 1857. 



No. 79. — An Act for the Relief of Robert S. 
Wimberiy. 

Be it enaeted by the Senate and House tf Repre- 
stntativex qf the United States of America in Oongrtu 
atiemkled. That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed and required to placa 
the name of Robert S. Wimberiy, of the State 
of Geo^ia, upon the roll of invalid pensions; 
and pay to him, from the first day of December* 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, eiebt dollars per 
month, from thence daring his (tb9said Wim- 
beriy '•) natural life, out of any moneys in Hut 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

ApmovBB, March 3, 1857. 



No. 80.— An Act for the Relief of JoHbh Irish, 
William Stui^s, and Bartholomew Baldwin. 

Be it enaeted by Ute Senate and House tf Rtpre- 
untofives oftke United Stata qf America in CongresM 
aasetnbted. That Joseph Irish be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to enter the northwest quarter of sec- 
tion thirty-six, township tweuty.«ight, range 
twenty-two; that William Sturgis be, and he u 
hereby, authorized to enter the east half of the 
northeast quarter, and the northwest qimrter of 
tlie nonheoKt quarter, and the northeast quarter 
of the northwest quarter of section thirty-six, in 
township thirty-five north, of range thirty west, 
containing one hundred and sixty acres; that 
Bartholomew Baldwin be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to enter the southeast quarter of section 
thirty-six, township twenty-seven, range twenty- 
two, upon payment bysaid Joseph Irish, Willtam 
Stuigis, and Bartholomew Baldwin, of the usual 
minimum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre; and the Commissioner of the General Land 
Ofliee is directed to iaane patents on said mtriea. 

Sec. 3. Jnd be it fkrther enaeted. That the m- 
perintendent of public schools in the Territory 
of Minnesota is hereby authorized to select, in 
equal amounts, other lands in said Territory for 
the use of public schools, in lieu of the lands 
herein granted. 

Appeotid, filareh 3, 1857. 

No. 81. — An Act for the Relief of Henrjr 
Stewart. 

fie it enaeted by the Senate and Homee «f Si^n- 
MHtstiees qftke Umted States qfAmeiiem in Cangrem 
assembtedt That the name of Henry Stewart be 
placed on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the 
rate of eight dollars per month, commencing the 
first of December, eiehteen hundred and fifty- 
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haw$ ofAe Vnited States, 



No. 8^— Ao Act far the Bdief of Captun Alex- 

■odorMoD^iomarjiaQAinMutQiiMitwmutar 

in the Umira Btetei Army. 

Be it etuettd tie Senate and Hnm nflUprt- 
■enWiMf ^Ae United State* ^Jlmeriea in Congrta 
mttmbUdt That the proper accounting officer* of 
the Treanurbeiana they ue hereby, authorized 
and directed, in Mttltng the account* of Captain 
Alexander Mont^mcry, ae aeiietant quarter- 
ma* ter in the United Statee Army, to allow him 
a credit for any balance which may appear againct 
htm upon the Sooka of the Treaaury , and accruing 
during his aerrice m luch quartermaater, ia the 
wme manner as iffae presented the proper Touchws 
therefon FroeUKl,7he said unonni shall not 
exceed die sum of aeren thonsand dollars. 

AmoTXD, Blareh 3, 1857. 

No. 8S>— An Aet for the Relief of Slariin FaiH 
wick. 

Be U msded hg Aa Stnate mid Bmm tf Buff- 
mniaHm^the tMU48Uia ^AaurtcMi* Coitgrm 
mumbled. That Martin Fenwick be, and he is 
hereby, confirmed in his claim to fire hundred 
arpena of land, iituated on the west bank of the 
Miaaiesippi river, in the State of Missouri, and 
described as follows, to wit: Fractional sections 
ire and six, lying north of the printe land claim 
surreyed to George A. Hamilton, number one 
thousand two hundred and forty-four, in town- 
ship thirty-four; the southeast fractional quarter 
ana the northwest fractional quarter of fractional 
■eeiion tbirty-one, and fractional section thirty- 
two, in townehip thirty-five, all of range ftnirteea 
east, of the lands subject to aale at Jaekeon, Mis- 
sourii and containing, iu the aggrqfate, four hun- 
dred and twenty-fire acres aud lorty-six hun- 
dredths of an acre. 

Sti. S. JInd be it fiarther enscfed, That laid 
Martin Fenwick shall hare the exclaaive right, 
within one year from the pastage of this act, to 
enter, at the minimum price of public lands sub- 
ject to private sale, the southwest quarter, and 
the ftactioqal northeast quarter of fracUonol eec- 
tion thirty-one. township thirty-five north, of 
raiMie fourteen east, of the lands subject to sale 
at Jackson, Missouri. 

Sac. 3. ^nd be it further enaetti. That the landa 
hereby confirmed, together with the lands author- 
ized to SPentered, are intended to embrace the 
claima of Martin Fenwick, as reserved on the 
plats of the land office at Jackson, Missouri, on 
the twenty-seventh day of January, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, deduciing therefrom 
any part thereof that may have been sold by the 
United States prior to the passage of this act. 

Sec. 4. JInd he U JkrOer eiudtd. That the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
eauM a patent to be issued to the said Martin 
Fenwick for the lands hereby confirmed: Pro- 
tided. That such patent shell only operate as a 
relinquishment of title on the port of the United 
States, and shall not aSect the rights of any third 
person. 

APFKOvUt BAarch 3, 1857. 



No. 84.-"An Act for the Relief of Joseph Gva- 
ham. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoitse nf Rejrrt- 
sentativee Uu UnUtd Statu ^mertea in C»ngrew 
anenUed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to pay, out or any 
mohey in the Treaaury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, to Joseph Graham, consul of the United 
Stales at Buenos Ayres, the sum of four thousand 
four hundred and seventy>nine dollars and sixty 
'cents, for his services as acting chargC d'affaires 
at Buenos Ayres, from the third day of August 
to tlie eleventh doy of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-two; from the twenty-fifth day of 
November, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to 
the twenty-sixth day of Mardi, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three; and fh>m the thirty-first day of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, to the 
twentieth day of October fbllowing. 
Arrneru, March 3, 1857. 

No. 85.— An Act for the Relief of Brevet Captain 
Frederick Steele, United States Army. 
Be a enmcUd by Uu Senate and Hon$e <^ Beprt- 
*«RMi«ei 4f (At VnAttd Statu i^Jlmeriea in Coiwren 



sMeniUed» That in the settlement of the accounts 

of Brevet Captain Fredenck Steele, of the United 
States Army, the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury oJlow to his credit the sum of three 
thousand dollars, the same being the amount of 
Government money of vfhich ne was robbed, 
whilst he was acting asaistant quartermaster and 
commiaaary, nesr Eltockton, in the State of Cali- 
fornia, on the fourth of March, eighteen hundred 
and forty-nine. 
ArraovBo, March 3, 1857. 

No. 86.— Aa Aet for the Relief of John Drout. 
Be it enaeted by the Senate and Howe qf itqirc- 
Mnfstiva^rhe XMited SUUet qf^Americsin Cowreu 
aaumkUd, That the name of John Drout, a soldier 
of the thuty-fourth regiment of United States in- 
ftntry, in the war of eighteen hundred and twelve 
with Great Britain, be placed upon the pension 
roll, and that he be allowed Uie sum of eight dol- 
lars per month, to commence fVora the first dajr 
of the present Coneresa. 
ArraovKD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 87.— An Aet for the Relief of Thomas 
Crown. 

Be it enacted ky Um Senate and Home ef Repre- 
ttTOatiziMfif tiuUnit^ SMetqf Jmarieain Congrete 
stiembUd, That the Secretary of the Treasiuy be, 
and he hereby is, directed, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay 
to Thomas Crown the sum of three thousand and 
five hundred dollars, being in full for the sum to 
which he ia entitled under a contract made by 
him on the sixteenth day of March, e^hteen 
hundred and twentv-eix, for the delivery of^rieks 
to be used in the lortifleatioDS at Oak laland, at 
the mouth of C^ Fear river, ui N«th Caro- 
lina. 

Arnonn, March 3, 1857. 

No. 88.— An Act for the Relief of William Bur- 
dell, Samuel Medary,and William T. Martin, 
Administrator of the Estate of Edgar Gale, de- 
ceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hmue qf iZ«pre- 
eentaHva ef the United Statee tSmeriea in Congreee 
asetmbled. That William Burdell and Samuel 
Medary, and the estate of Edgar Gale, deceased, 
who was co-surety with said Burdell and Medary 
of John T. Arthur, in his official bond executed 
eighth December, eighteen hundred and forty- 
seven, as assistant quartermaster of the Army of 
the United Stales, he released from their liabihtaes 
on said bond, and from any suits brought or judg- 
ment obtained thereon against said Burdel), Me- 
dary, and William T. Martin, as administrator 
of the estate of said Gale, all or any of them. 

AmovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 89.— An Aet for the Relief of Tarrance 
Eirby. 

Be U enaded ba the SenaU and Hence <tf ilepre- 
wnMivueffJ^ United Stafet of .Anerica in CengreM 
assemAted, That the name of Tarrance Barby, a sec- 
ond sergeant in Captain Griffin's company, four- 
teenth regiment of Kentucky militia, commanded 
by Colonel Parker, in the war of eighteen hundred 
and twelve with Great Britain, be phteed upon 
the pension roll, and that he bs allowed the half 
pay of a second sergeant— to commenee from the 
first day of the present Congress. 
AmoTcn, Blorch 3, 1857. 



No. 90.— An Act for the Relief of Emilte R. Hooe, 
of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

Be it enacted ty the SenaU and Horn qf Bepre- 
eentatives <tf the Dnited Stoles ^Jmmea in Cangreit 
Bisetn&ted, That there is hereby granted to Mrs. 
Emilie R. Hooe, of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, 
the widow of the late Alex. S. Hooe, a tract of 
land at said Prairie du Chien, containing about 
sixteen acres, it being the same tract of land con- 
veyed for a specific purpose, and without consid- 
eration, by Joaepfa Rolittle, the father of said 
Emilie R. Hooe, to (he United Statee, on the nine- 
teenth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
nine, the same being no longer used or wanted 
for the pnnKwe for which it was conTeyed. 

Sne.a. iiid*sllJtett«-«Meted,Thatthiaftei 



shsD only ojperata as a releiia of the UniledSutN 
from all claim to the premises hereby gruted. 
ApTEOTsn, Bfareh 3, 1857. 

No. 91.^An Aet for the Relief of UbUIkvO. 
Emery. 

Be U enaaled bg the SenaU and Hotue Sefn- 
aentalite$.qfthe United Sfstei tf-Omeriea ia Ompm 
amwiUd, Thst the Secretary of the Treasarjr be, 
and he hereby is, directed, out of any monefia 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to piy 
to Matthew G. Emery the sum of thrte thonsud 
three hundred and seventy-five dollan, in fall of 
his account ft>r haulinff marble for the Gonnr 
ment from the seventh day of Septembei, eiflt- 
teen hundred and fifty-two, to the eleventh Sii 
of April, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, whid 
account is set out in the petitisD filsd by thi 
claimant in diia eaase. 

AmovBD» Blareh 8, 1857. 

No. 99.-^n Act for the Relief of ThomHH. 

Newell. 

Be it enacted by the SenaU and Hme if Rtftf 
eeniorieeeoftAe United SWeti^.linerteatnCn^ 
anemUed, That the proper accountkig officer be, 
and he hereby is, authorized to settle and My lo 
Thomas M. Newell, a commander in the lUtTj, 
such sum as may be due to him in his capacit; 
of commander, from the third of March, eighieu 
hundred and thirty-five, to the thirteenth mOcio- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, nodei ex- 
iitin^ wwB, in the same manner as though an 
appUcation. had ever been made to Coiip«iib| 
ths said Newell in relation thereto. 

AmoTU, March 3, 1857. 

No. 93.— An Act for the Relief of Dolly Empm. 

Be it enaeUd by the Senate and Heme of Sefi- 
eentotitws ^Ae Unital States i^JImeriea in Ctupm 
asiembUd, That the name of Dolly EmpBOD,of 
the Stata of Tenneasee, widow of Jacob EmpMn, 
deceased, a private in the vror of eighteen hun- 
dred and twelve, be placed on the penaion roll; 
and thst she be allowed and paid, by the proper 
officer of the Government, such pension ae u do* 
allowed by law to the widows of soldtenvlH 
were killed in battle, or died in the serrutw 
wounds received in battle, or of disease contiactti 
in the service in the line of their duty, or w" 
died atony time after being discharged of woaMi 
received, or of disease contracted, while in tM 
service, and in the line of their doty, to eomocw 
on the first day of January, eighteen huDdiM 
and fifty-six. 

Appeovbd, March 3, 1857. 

No. 94.— An Act for the Relief of John HM 
an Indian, of the State of Michigan. 

Jle ii enacted by the SenaU and Havae 
rentottves qfOie United Stata Anuria in Ct*^ 
attembUd, That the Secretary of the lovtnor* 
hereby dirftted to place the name of John Rr<^i 
an Indian, of the Slate of Michigan, on the pM- 
sion list, at the rate of «ght dolhis per maDU, 
to commence on the fourth day of SeptrabeTi 
one thousand eight hundred antf fifty^iV"*' 
continue doringnis life. 

AmoTXDi March 3, 1857. 

No. 95.— An Aet for the Relief of Mn. MiT 
Gay. 

Be it enaeUd by Ae Senate and Hottn ofStf^ 
wnlsttvet the United Statee ifJImerica ia CMf" 
aeeembUd, That there be paid to Mrs. MaryGtl^ 
widow of the hte William Gay, Indian aseam 
the Shawnees of Kansas Territory, and who «■ 
killed while in the discham of his official dutidi 
the sum of two thousand dollars, out otvj 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise npprol* 
ated,as indemnity to cover his salary, the 
of money of which he was robbed, and 
penses of the widow and family; in returmng " 
thier home, in the State of Michigan. 

Affsoved, March 3M857. 

No. 96.— An Act for the Relief of JeffefSonWa- 
son. Administrator, with the Will aaDe«»i 
of John F. Wray» deceased. 
Be it SMKted bg the SenaU and Heme «fj^ 
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luemiZed, That there be paid to JefTereon Wilson, 
idminiBlrator, with the will annexed, of John P. 
EV'ray, ileceaaed,out of any money in the Treaa- 
iry not otherwise appropriated, the ium of six 
lundrcd and two dollars and nineteen cents, 
rhich sum was paid by John F. Wray, deceased, 
or three quarters of section sixteen, in township 
iin«, of range five east of the meridian line, of 
be Chickaaaw lands, in the State of Misaissippi, 
he title to which tract of land has been atyudged 
)y the competent tribunals, not to hare been in 
he United States at the time of said lale. 
AprROTEn, March 3, 1857. 



?o. 9T.— An Act for the Benefit of John W. Cox. 

Be U enacted by the SeruUe and House qf Repre- 
tntaiives of the United States nf America in Congress 
ssembUd, That the Secretary of th« Interior b^ 
irected to place the name of John W. Cox, of 
he Suite of Kentucky, upon the roll of invalid 
>ensionera, and pay to him from the first of Jan- 
ary, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, eight dollars 
ler month during his natural life, out of any 
noney in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
iriaied. 

ApFBOTEO, March 3, 1857. 



io. 96.— An Actfor the Relief of Jonathan Cilly. 

Be it enaeUd by the Senate and Hovae qf Repre' 
tntatives ^ the UmUd States of Amenta in Congrets 
jsemfried. That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
.od he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
onathan Citley upon the list of invalid peneion- 
ra, at the rate of four dollars per month, begin- 
ling with the third day of December, eighteen 
lundred and fifty-five. 

ApraovBD, March 3, 1857. 



io. 99.— An Act to confirm to Cbsflee Water- 
man hie Title to certain Lota in Milwaukie, 
WioGonsin. 

Be ii entuUd by Iks Senate and H&tue efRepre- 
tniaHvea qfOu t^ItU Statu ^.tmerttm in Cang^ 
ssenAled, That the title of Charles Waterman lo 
3ta numbered one and two, in block numbered 
linety-ei^ht, in the third ward of the city of Mil- 
iraQlue, in the State of Wisconsin, extending to 
^ake Michigan, formerly occupied by the Umted 
Itates light-house keeper,' be, and the same is 
lereby, confirmed, and that a patent shall issue 
tierelor as in other cases: Provided, That this 
onfirmation shall only operate as a relinquish- 
aent of title on the part of the United States, and 
hall in no wav affect the righta of thifd parties. 

ArraoTCD, March 3, 1857. 



To. 100.4-An Act for the Relief of the Children 
of James Phelps, a revolutionary Soldier. 

Se it enocled by the Senate and Houu nf Reprt- 
tfUathesqfthe United States of Ameriea in Congress 
saembled. That the Secretarr of the Treasury 
ause to be peid to the chilarea or legal repre- 
entatives of^James Phelps, late of the county of 
;ortland, in the Slate or New York, the pay of 
. private, at eight dollars per month, under the 
ct of Congress passed the seventh day of June, 
ighteen hundred and thirty-two; said pay com- 
nencin? on the fourth day of March, eighteen 
undred and thirty-one, and ending on the tweo- 
y-third day of November, eighteen hundred and 
3rCy-two, when the said James Phelpa died. 

ArraoTU), March 3, 1857. 

7o. 101.— An Act for the Reli^ of Leonaid 
Lilly. 

Bt ii enacted by the Senate and Houte ^ Mepn- 
enloHves qf the Uiuted States qf America in Congre« 
taen^Ud, That the Secretary of the Treasnry be, 
nd he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
be name of Leonard Lilly, of New York, upon 
he pension list, at the rale of four dollars per 
nontb, commeni^ng qp the fifth day of JanOary, 
ighteen hundred anathirty-eight, and continu- 
og; until the eighth day of September, eighteen 
lundred and fiAy-one,thedateof theconunence- 
aent of his present pension. , 

ArraovaD, March St 1657. 



No. 102.— An Act for the Relief of Joseph M. 
Kennedy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House nf Repre- 
sentatives t^the EMited Slater t^Aaurtea in Cot^ess 
atumbUd, That the sum of three hundred and 
sixty-two dollars and sixty cents be paid to Joseph 
M. Kennedy, marshal of the United States for uie 
eastern district of Louisiana, for the repairs of 
furniture and the Airniture supplied for the court- 
room and offices of the United States court for 
the eastern district of Louisiana, rendered neces- 
sary in consequence of the removal of the said 
court from the municipal hall of the first district 
of New Orleans: Protided, That the vouchers 
therefor shall be submitted to theSecretary of the 
Interior, and the expenditure be approved by 
him. 

AmtoTXD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 103.— An Act for the Relief of the anrviviiw 
Children of John Glilbert,a Revolutionary Sol- 
dier. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
ttstembted. That the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury be, and he u hereby, directed to pay 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
Mipropriated, to the surviving children of John 
Gilbert, lale a soldier in Colonel W. B. Whiting's 
regiment, the fViIl pay of a private, under the act 
ofCongreasof the seventh of June, eighteen hun* 
dred and thirty-two, to the time of his death, on 
the twelfth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
fiftv-two. 

ArpRovED, March 3, 1657. 

No. 104.— An Act increasing the Penaioo of Dan- 
iel Denver. 

Beit enaOtdivAa Senate and Hovae nfRipre- 
•entatities vf Vse Ifiiiled iRalo •Snurica in Congress 
asiembkd. That the naval pension of Daniel Den- 
ver, of Eraderick county, Virginia, bo increased to 
eight dollars per month — the increased pension to 
commence on the first day of Jaaoary, eighteen 
hundred and fifty. 

AmovEDi March 3» 1657. 

No. 105.-^An Act providing an Inereaap of Pen- 
sion to Isaac Phillips. 

Be it tnaeted by the Senate and Horn tf Rtpn- 
MntoHeee qfthe United States (^America in Contrast 
attembted. That the Secretary of the Interior cause 
the pension of Isaac Phillips, of Pennsylvania, to 
be changed on the pension roll from twenty dol- 
lars a year to eight dollars per month, commenc- 
ing from the fourth day of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-one, and to continue during his 
natural life, deducting former payments. 

ApraoTsn, March 3, 1857. 

No. 106.— Ad Act for the Relief of Catharine V. 

R. Cochrane, sole snrviTing Child of the lato 
. General Philip Schuyler. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House Repre- 
icntotivet qf the United SbUes <^ America in Congress 
assembled. That theSecretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, authorized and directed to pay 
to Catharine V. R. Cochrane, or her legal repre- 
sentative, the sum of nine thousand nine hunared 
and sixty dollars, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, in full payment 
and diechaige of all claims on account of^ services 
rendered or losses sustained by General Philip 
Schuyler in the war ^f the Revolatim. 

AFraovao, March 3, 1857. 

No. 107.— An Act {or the Belief of Betsy Nash. 

Be it enacted hy tia Smofe onil flbiue qf Repre- 
•entotisu qfthe tMted Statei^Jhiuricain Congren 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Betsy Nash, of Stockbridge, in the 
county of Madison, State of New York, upon the 
list of half-pay pensioners as the widow of^Doctor 
Sylvester Nash, at the rate of twenty-two dollars 

Ser month — to commence fh>m the first day of 
anuary, eighteen hundred and thirty-onei and 
to continue for ten years. 
Anaons, March 8, 1897. 



No. 108.— An Act for the Relief of the Inhabitants 
of the Fhriah of Aaeension, in the State of 
Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houu qf Repre- 
sentatives qf the United States qfAmtriea in Congress 
assembled. That all that certain tract or parcel of 
land situate on the west side of the Mississippi, 
in the parish of Ascension, containing four arpciiis 
one toise and five feet in front, and forty arpents 
in depth, as claimed by Isadore Blanehnrd, for 
the parish church of the parish of Ascension, 
under number three hundred and ninety-one, and 
reported favorably on by the old board of com- 
missioneiB for the eastern district of New Orleans 
Territory, and as represented in tlie survey of a 
portion of township eleven south, in ranges four- 
teen and fifteen east, in the surveys of tite United 
States, southeastern district of Louisiana, west 
of the Mississippi, be, and the same is hereby, 
confirmed to tiie inhabitants of the parish of 
Ascension, to and tor tfaa uses and purposes for 
which the same has been heretofbre held and 
used; Provuied obo, That this act sh^Il be only 
considered a relinquishment on the part of the 
Uniwd States, and not to interfere with the rights 
of others. 

ArpaoTEn; March 3, 1857. 



No. 109.— An Act for the Relief of Daniel Wa- 
caser. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and fiiwir ^ Rtpn- 
sentattves qf the United States America in Congress 
auewbUd, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby authorized anddireetal to plase the name 
of Daniel Wacaser of the State of GMnin, noon 
the invalid pension list, at the ratrofd^tdoUan 
per month, commencing on the first day ttf Jbih 
nary,e^hteen hnndrea and fifty^^iXtaiM to ooii- 
tinue during his natoral life. 

ArpaovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 110.— An Act for the Relief of Mary Hooker. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home qf Reprt- 
■entslieef ^the United Slates ^Amerieu in Congraaa 
atsembled. That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby authorized and required to place the name 
of Marv Hooker, widow of James Hooker, who 
was mililary or hospital store-keeper in the Stato 
of Connecticut, during the war of the Revolution, 
from February, seventeen handred-and seventy- 
seven, to November, seventeen huQdred and 
eighty, on the pension roll of said State, under 
act of aeventh July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, and subsequent acts, at the rate of penaion 
due for said service; and the amount so found 
doe to be paid to tlie children of aud Mar/^ 
Hooker, deceased. 

Aftrovbd, March 3, 1857. 

No. 111.— An Act for the belief of William W. 
Belden, Administrator of Ebenezer Belden. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houu vf Jlepre- 
tentaliees of fAe Cmtted Stoles .America in CengreM 
aisemiled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to William W. Belden, administrator of Ebenezer 
Belden, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of eight thousan4 
six bundled and twenty-four dollars eighty-four 
cents, beiw the amount of loss sastaiBsd bw 
Ebenezer Klden by the destmetion of his stoefc 
of goods by the British, on the nineteenth De- 
cember, eignteen hundred and thirteen, at Buffalo, 
New York, in consequence of bis store being 
used in part as a military depot by order of the 
quartermaster general of the ITuitea States Army. ' 

AvvaovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. llS.-^Aa Act for the Relief of the Childrstt 
and Heirs of Levi and Mary Stone. 
Be it enacted by l&e Senate and HauM of Repre- 
senlotives qf the United States qf America in Congrm 
asaemhUd, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby authorized and required to plaee Uie nana 
of Levi Stone, who was a captain of artificers at ' 
Danbury, Connecticut, during the war of the Rev* 
oluiion, from March, seventeen hundred aind sev- 
enty -seven, to November, seventeen hondredaad 
seventy-nine, on the pension roll of said State, • 
under act of ^^^(^'^^'i^Pi^^ 



440 



APPENDEC TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBEL 



piiichlf, 



34th CoHa....3D Seas. 



LaiDt of the United J^atet, 



thirtv'twot at the imte of penston dne for said 
•erviee; and alao Uie name of hit widow. Manr 
StonCt ot> *Bid petuton roU, under act of fourth 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-sixt at the 
aame rate, deducting twenty-three dollara and 
thirty-three eeuUper aBnum during the oantinu- 
ance of said pension, and 'the balance to found 
due be paid to the children of said Levi and Mary 
Stone, deceased, or their leeal reprewntatires. 
APPROVED) March 3, 1857. 

No. 113.— An Act for the Relief of the suiriTing 
Children of Sarah Van Pelt, Widow of John 
Van Pelt, a revolutionary Soldier. 

Be it enoeUd hy the Senate end H»we ^ Mtfrt- 
feiKoHvet qfthe United Statet ef,Smerie» in Coagreu 
mutmbUd, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to pay to the survmng 
children of John Van Pelt and Sarah Van Pelt 
the pension due to her from the fourth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, to her 
death, whjch occurred on the twenty-ninth day 
of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, at the 
rate of thirty-one dollars and ssTCDty-fiTS eenia 
per annum, out of any moneys in the Traasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

ArnoTBD, March 3. 1S57. 

No. 114.— An Act for the Relief of Barton Jewell. 

Be it enacted bu tfti Senate and Heme of Repre- 
mntativee of the Uiiited Statu Jimeriea in Congrea 
asMoAUd, That the Secretary of the Interior 1m, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Barton Jewell, of Kentucky, upon 
the invalid pension list, at the rate oFeightdollars 
per month, commeneing on the first day of Jan- 
nary, cighteeft hundred and fifty-six, and to con- 
tinue during his natural lift. 

AvraoTBD, March 8, 1857. 

No. 115.— An Act for (he Belief of Jonathan 
CUIey. 

Bt it enacted the Senate and Home Rejtrt- 
leatativta <tfthe Vmted States ^^meriea in Congress 
auemMed, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to plaee the name of 
Jonathan Cilley upon the list of invalid pension- 
ers, at the rate of four dollars per montB, ban- 
ning with the third day of December, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five. 

AppaovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 116.— An Act fbr the reliefof J. H. F. Thorn- 
ton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay-T. Talia- 
ferro, Sureties of D. M. F. Thornton, late a 
Purser in the Navy of the United States. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotae qf Reprc 
tentaiivea if the United Slates tf Amnea in Congress 
laienMed, That in conformity with the principle 
of the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
made on the twenty-sixth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, J. H- P. Thornton, Law- 
rence Taliaferro, and Hay T. Taliaferro, be re- 
leased from their liability as sureties on the bonds 
of D. M. P. Thornton, late a purser in the Navy 
of Uie United States, executed on the third day of 
September, eighteen hundred and forty, and on 
Uie thirtieth day of March, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six. 
Approtbd, March 3, 1857. 

No. 117.— An Act for the Relief of Richard J. 

Murray, a Soldier in the Seminole War of 

eighteen hundred and eighteen.. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iltnue qf Repre- 
tentalivestfthe United States tif ^imericain Congress 
astembled, That the name of Richard J. Murray 
be placed on the roll of invalid pcnsiona, at the 
rate of eight dollars per month, to commence on 
the first day of December, eijghteen hundred and 
fifty-five, and to continue during his natural life 

ArpsovED, March 3, 1^57. 

No. 116.— An Act for the Relief of Joseph Bailey, 
an invalid Soldier of the War of eighteen hun- 
dred aud twelve. 
Be it enacted bu the Senate and Hovse nf Rtyrt- 
untailvettf th« jfnMed^ida^^'n^ncainCongrem 
MMnbied, That the name of Joaeph Bailey b« 



entered otl the rolls as an invafid peosioner, at 
the rote of eight doUara per month, from the first 
day of DsGember, eighteen hundnd and fitty-^ve. 
ArpBOTBD, Moron 3, 1857. 

No. 119.— An Act for the Relief ef Puig, Mir, 
and Company, ofNew Orleane. 

Be U enaeUd hy the Senate «ld flowe of Atpre- 
stnlsttvM pftht United Statu tfAtimica in Congreu 
miemhled't That tha Seerstary of tlw Treasury is 
hereby aulhoiized and requind to u l eaa e ajudg- 
ment rendered in the circtut court of tha United 
States, in the fifth circuit and eastern district of 
Louisiana, on the thirteenth day of Februarr, 
one thousuid eight hundred and nfty-four, in tht 
case of the United States vs. Puig, Mir, and 
Company, of New Orleans, for the sum of one 
thousand three hundred and ten dollars and fifty- 
four cents, and interest thereon, being the amount 
of duties claim^ to be due and payable to the 
United States on certain coffee imported into the 
port of New Orleans ftom Cuba, in the Spanish 
brig **Pepita;'*and that the said Secretary of the 
Treasury is herebyfurtherauthorizedandrequired 
to release a judgment rendered in said court, at 
the sama date, in the cass of the United Statee vs. 
P. Puig, and Puig, Mir, and Company, of New 
Orleans, for the sum. of three thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-one dollars and twelve cents, 
and interest thereon, being the amount of import 
auties claimed to be due and payable to the United 
States on certain coffee imported into the said 
port of New Orleans, from Cuba, in the Spanish 
brig " Atalayador;" but if the judgments afore- 
said, or any part thereof, sbalrbaTe been paid 
by the defendanis, the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby ftirther authorized and required to 
refund to them, out ofany moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the amount ao paid. 

Apraovu), March 3, 1857. 



No. 130.— An Act for the Relief of Isaac P. 
Washbume. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home ttf Repre- 
*mf«(i«M ^Uie United Slates America in Cangrm 
msnntbled. That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to place the name of Lieutenant Isaac P. 
Washburnc, of Kentucky, upon the roll of invalid 

Sensioners df the United States, at the rate of 
fteen dollars per month; and that tlie said pen- 
sion commence on the first day of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-six, and continue dunng 
his natural lift: 
AppEOVED, March 3, 1857. 



No. 121.— An Act for the Relief of Robert H. 
Stevens. 

Be it enacted by the SenaU and House «f Repre- 
sentatives of the United Slates qf America in Congress 
assenAled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Robert H. Stevens, of the State of 
New York, on the invalid pension roll, at the rate 
of eight dollars per month, to commence on the 
first day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, and to continue aurioB his natural lift. 

Approved, March 3, 18a7. 



No. 133.— An Act for the Relief of Ctdlier H. 

Mince, Philip T. ElUcott, and Luoretia A. 

Bro£e, adminisintrix of Charles Brodie. 
. Be it enacted by the Senate and How of Repre- 
sentaHves if tha United States tf>3aurieain Coflgrett 
assendiled. That the Secretary of tbe Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, directed, out of any money in 
Uie Treasury not otherwise uipropriated, to pay 
to Collier H. Minge, Philip T. ElUcott, and ha- 
cretia A. Brodie, administratrix of Charles Bro- 
die, the sum of six thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen dollars and thirty-eight cents, to be di- 
vided equally aoione^them; and to Collier H. 
Minge and Philip T.^llioott, the sum of thirteen 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen dollars and 
sixty-two cents, to be equally divided among 
them. The said sums being in lull fortheamount 
due on a contract dated fifth December, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight, for excavatinr the chan- 
nel on Dog-River bar, in the Bay of Mobile. 

A»nt0TU» March 3, 1857. 



No. 198.— AnActfertheRdiefofShadndiBice, 
of Jackson county, Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ]^tp'^ 
utdalives qfthe United States qf Jhsmcai^ Cn^ta 
assembtedf That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to place the name of Shadrach Biu,o( 
Jackson county, Virginia, upon the roll of intilid 
penaioneracond to cauae to be paid to him thi 
sum of eight dollars per month during the tttio 
of his natural life; the payment of said nmts 
commence October fifteen, eighteen hntulKdui 
fifty-five. 

Amwvu, March 3, 18S7. 

No. 134.— An Act fbr Uie Relief of the Hmef 
WiUian £aaby, daoMMd, Faxtaer^Esib7& 
Honly. 

Be U ewKfed iy tte BeiMfe and Hone ff Jtept- 
senttiives of the United States if Emeries in Cmifrai 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Treaiorj bt, 
and be is hereby, directed to pay to dit heinof 
William Eaaby , deceased , formerly of tha ciij of 
Washington, four hundred and thirteen dollui 
and ten cents out of any money in the Treuuy 
not otherwise appropriated, being tbe value a 
three hundred ana six barrels of lime ihippedoo 
board the schooner Elieabeth on the fourth ol 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-two, by oidct 
of ColoneiR. E. De Rnsasy, for and on scmbk 
of Fort Monroe, Virginia, and lostby thstiad 
getting Bground at Old Point Comfort. 

AppaovKD, Mansh 3, 1857. 

No. 135.— An Act for the Relief of Georp Qm- 
penning, Jr. 

Be it enaOed by the SenaU emd Home Stpt- 
MiMtwi if tiu United Statas <f Jsirrws is Cenpta 
amembUd, That the Fostmasler Qtahni be,iai 
be hereby is, required to adjust and setile tki 
claim of said Chorpenning, as aurvivii^ ptiOn 
of Wwodward and Chorpwining, and in hit on 
right, for carrying the mails by Son Pedro, ud 
for supplying the poat oflica in Caisoo's Vslkri 
and also for carrjring port of the IndependeM 
mail by Califwnia; ulowiog a pro rsts iocRM 
of oompenaation for the distance by San Ftdn, 
for the service to Carson's Valley, and for ueh 
part of lbs eastern mail aa was carried by Cat 
foroia, during all the time when said Krrict* 
were^erformad, aa ahown by the afidariu ud 
proofs on file in the Honat of Befmsenlatina. 

Sec . 3. ^nd be it farther enacted. That the Fort- 
master General be, and Its liereby is, required u 
adjust and settle the claim of said Chorpeouiiti 
as surviving partner of Woodward and Clvv- 
penning, for oaraages on oiccount of the ubu- 
ment or suspension of Woodward and Chotpet 
ning'a contract for carrying the United Sutei ad 
from Sacramento, in Calift)mia, to Salt Uke,i> 
Utah Territory, as shown in the affidaiiu *» 
proofs on file in the House of Rutresentatim. 

Sec. [3] 4. Jtnd he it farthw enaeted, Tlwt ibe 
PostmasterOenend be required to allow sod jm? 
to said Chorpeaoinjc his full contract payiduriv 
the suspension of Woodward and Chorpcnniifi 
contract, ftomthe fifteenth day of March,eii^K^ 
hundred and fifty-three, to the first day of Jntr 
of the same year; and also to allow and p*y » 
said -Chorpenning thirty thousand dollara pw 
annum from the first day of July, eighteen b>u* 
dred auid fifty-three, when 1^ resumed aerrii* 
under the contract of Woodward and Chorpa* 
ning,down to the terminatioQ of his present wo* 
tract, which said sum of thirty thousand dcdlad 
per annum shall be in lien of tbe contract pef 
under.both eoDtraets. And tbe attms in thU ^ 
authorized to be allowed shall be paid out of » 
Treasury. 

Ap»otbd, March 3, 1857. 

No . 136.— An Act fw the Relief of Wdlian W«J 
ton, a SoMier of the War of eighteen handf" 
and twelve. 

Be U enacted ty the Senate and Henss nf Btfrf 
tentaUvesifthe UniUd StAs ^fJnuricain CovS^ 
assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and be is hereby, authorized and required to pnd 
the name of William Walton, of the State of la- 
diaoa, on the invalid pension roll, and that » " 
ddlviper moDth aa an inralidifiroffl thetura 
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entitlect to nfieiTi a nension at ths ntfl of four 
day of Deeembgr, aigbteen bandrod and fiftf'fira, 
during faia lift. 
ArPKOTEDi March 3, 1857. 

No. 197.— An Act for th« Relier of TfaomaB 
Khodes and Jeremiah AuatUl. 

Bt U enacted by the Senale and Howt Repre- 
aetUativaqftiu TTnited St^esttf-Smerica in Congress 
maaembled. That the Secretary of the Treaaury be, 
and he hereby is, directed, out of any money .in 
the Tnaaurr not oAerwite appropriat«dt to pay 
to ThoMaa Rhodes and Jeremiah Anstill the mm 
of fbur thousand dollars in full , for their expenses 
in eonatnicting b road from Mobile, in Alabama, 
to Pascagoula Bay, for the transportatioD of the 
«uul- in tha year n^Uaen hnndnd and twanty- 

AvnoTBD, Mardi 3> 1657. 

Ko. 1%.— An Act for the Relief of George Caa- 
saday. 

Be it enaetei by Me Sentie and House ttT Rtfre- 
aentmtinet tff tlie Uinted SUdes qf tSmerie* in Congrea$ 
maaembUd, ThM the Secretary of- the Interior be, 
and Ule ia hereby, audiorised and directed to place 
the name of Cfeoi^ Cassaday, of the State of 
Ohio, on the invalid pension roll, at the rate of 
ei|^ht dollars per month, to commenee on the 
twenty-a^th day of Augostt eighteen hundred 
«iidrorty-seTaii»ajidt0Ooiituuie during his nalunl 
life. 

ArFROTSDtMareh 3, 1857. 

No. 129.— An Act for the Benefit of William L. 
OUvsr. 

Be it enaOtd bytke Senate and Hnue iff Repre- 
tentativte ef the United Statet nf America in Cwufpreu 
muembUd, Thst tha Secretary of the Interior be, 
and ha is hereby, directed to place the name of 
WiUiam L. Oliver, of Davis county, in the State 
of Iowa, upon the roll of invalid pensioners, and 

Eny "him from tha first day of J«Daary,-eigbteea 
undred and fifty-aix* the sum of ten dollars per 
month during his natural life, out of anj moneys 
in tha Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
AmoTSD, March 3, 1857. 

No. 130.— An Act for the Relief of Claibom 
Vaughn. 

Be it enacted fry Ike Senate and Hovte ttf Repre- 
gentmtivtiqf^ United States of America in Congrm 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
Claibom Vaurhn on the roll of invalid pensions for 
the State of Gwo^ia, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourth day of De- 
cember , eighteen hundred and fifty*five, and to con- 
tinue dunng fats natural lift. 
ArraovBD, March 3, 1857. 

No. tSl.— An Actfbrtha Relief ofGeoit* Bond. 

J9e it enacted by the Senate and House qf Repre- 
sentativea ofthe United States iff America in Congress 
«Bssemb2ed, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
Cir«org^e Bond on the roll of invalid pensions for 
the State of Geo^a, at the rate of eight dollars 

Sir month, to commence on the fourth day of 
eeember, eighteen hundred and fifly-fire, and 
to continue during his natural life. 
A-rraovu), March 3, 1857. 

No. 13fi.— An Act for Ae Relief of Sampson 
Hays, a Soldier in Ihe.Mexiean war.. 

IBe <t emaefed by Ae Senate and Howe ^ Repre- 
senteUives qf the United Slates qf America in Congrew 
mssetmbtedf That the Secretary of the Interior place 
name of Sampson Hays on the roll of invalid 
penaioners si t&« f^^g of eight dollars per month, 
flrom tbe.thifd of December, eignteen hun- 
dred and iifty-fir*' during bis nalaral lift. 

Ko. m— Aq J - _ tJie Relief of Benjamin W. 

W (^Lith*°'^- 



and Hovse <if_Repn- 



Be U enact 



Smithson, late a captain in the third regiment 
Missoari mounted volunteers, out of any moncvs 
in the Treasury not otherwise ai^iroprtatad, the 
pay and emoJaments of a captain, from the date 
of nia reai^natioQ until he was informed by his 
commanding officer of the acceptance ofthe same, 
and dischatged from the service of the United 
Slates, deducting therefrom such amount as may 
have been paid him for servicas during Uie same 
time. 

AmovnD, S^utsh 3, 1857. 

No. 134.— An Act for the Relief of Mark and 
lUchard H. Bean, of th; State of Arkansas. 
Be it enscfed bv the Senate and House of Repre- 
stntittives qf the UnUed Slates qf .^Merica in Congress 
assemblad. That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to adjust, upon prin- 
ciples of equity and justice, the claim of Mark 
and Richard H. Bean, and to pay whatever may 
be found due, out of any money in the Treaaury 
not otherwise appropriated, deducting what they 
may have heretofore received: iVesided, Tliat the 
compensation shall not exceed fifteen thooaand 
dollars. 
ArraovED, March 3, 1857. 

No. 135. — ^An Act for the Relief of Isaac Swain. 

Be it enacted In/ the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives 9fjhe United States qf America in Congress 
assembled, TbaX the Secretary of the Treasury ba^ 
and he hereby u, directed, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay 
to Isaac Swain the sum of four thonsand eight 
hundred dollars, in fail for freight on stores Tor 
the army of the United StMes, from Banicia, in 
CaUftnua, to the Government hulk or post-land- 
ing near that |daee, and fbr injuries received by 
his ship Ellen Brooks whilst lying at said post- 
landing. 
AnaovBtt, March 3, 18S7. 

No. 1S6. — An Act relinquishing the Claim of the 
United States to certain Property of which Eli- 
jah King died seized and possessed, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, upon certain speeififed con- 
ditions. 

Whereas it has been represented to tha Con- 
gress ofthe United'Statea, that one Elijah King, 
an emancipated slave, died intestate recently in 
the uty of Waahington, in the District of Colum- 
bia, seized and possessed of, and entitled to, real 
estate in said city of considerable value, leaving 
a wife, Christian King, a slave, the property of 
one William A. Stephenson, of the county of 
Fauquier, and State of Viiginia, to whom the said 
EUijsii, whilst they were both slaves, was mar- 
ried byJobo B. Annist«ad,a justice of the peace, 
with consent of the owners of both said Elijah 
and said Christian, and having also two sons, 
Baylies King and Thomas King, issue of the 
marriage, Uw aatd two sons being slaves, and 
owned Dy one Robert Carter, of said county and 
State: and whereas it is doubtful whether said 
wife and ^ildren can, by reason of their condition 
as slavea, lawfiiUy take and hold said real estate 
hy^ inheritance, in which event it is believed that 
said real estate, for want of laarful heirs of auch 
Elijah King, has vestedinthe United States: and 
whereas it is represented to the Congreft of the 
United States, that the Owners of the said slaves, 
the wife and sons, are willing to emancipate and 
aetfree the said slaves, and thereby invest them 
with power to take, hold, and enjoy yiid real 
estate, provided the United States will release to 
and vest in them all right, title, and interest to 
and in aaid real estate which may have vested in 
the United Stales, one third of said right, title, 
and interest to be held and enjoyed by the wift 
for life, and tha other two tbirda, with the rever- 
sion of the wife's third, by the sons absolutely: 
Therefore — 

Be it enacted by Vte Senate and House <^ Repre- 
sentatives f(f the United Slotei qf America in Congreu 
assanbledt That so soon as the said Christian 
King, and the said Bayliss King and Thomas 
King, the wife and sons of the said Elijah King, 
shall have been emancipated and act free by their 
owners, respectively, all right, and title, and 
interest to and in the real estate of which the s|id 
El^th KLog^shaU Jutve died leizcd, ponoued, or 



entitled, which, by default of his having left heini 
capable of inheriting from him, ahall have vested 
in ths United States, shall be, and the same ii 
herebT, vested in the wift and aons, to be held, 
ownea,and enjoyed by them, one third by tha' 
aaid wife for life, and the other two thirds, with 
the reveraion of the wife'a third, to the sons 
absolutely, with fbll power to sue for, and recover, 
such right, title, and interest as is hereby vested 
or intended to be vested in said wife and sons. 

Sec. S. Jnd it it furVier enacted. That in tha 
event either or any two of aaid slaves shall ba 
emancipated, and set free in contemplation of tha 
provisions of this act, and the owner or ownen 
shall decline to setlVee all of them, the prarisiom 
of diis act shall inure to such as shall be emanci- 
pated and set free. If the wife alone be emanci- 
pated and set free, then the said right, title, and 
interest shall vest in her absolutely; if the two 
sons be emancipated, and the wife be not, then 
said right, title, and interest shall vest absolutely 
in said aona, or in one of them, if but one ba 
emancipated; and if the wife and one son ba 
auancipated, then the wife shall hold and enjoy 
one half of the said real estate for life, and tha 
son shall take and hold the other lialf, and the 
reversion of the mSt** half, absolutely: Pravidedt 
never&eless. That this act shall not be construed 
to affect or impair, in any manner, or to' any ■ 
extent, the legal or equitable righta^ titles, or 
interests of other persons, if any sucn there be, 
to or in quch real estate. This act shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the passbga 
thereof. 

AfPKOvBo, March 3, 1857. 

No. 137.— An Act for the Relief of John B. Rose> 
of Wabash County, Indiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House Reprt- 
eentotioes qf the United States qf America in Congress 
atsenAted, That the Secretary of the Interior be. 
and he is hereby, directed^ to c«iaa to ba issued 
to John B. Rose, of Wabash county, Indiana, a 
warrant for one hundred and aixty acres of land, 
in consideration of his services as lieutenant <» 
the fifteenth regiment of United States infhntry 
during the last war with Great Britain. 

Approved, March 3, 1857. 

No. 138. — An Act granUne a Pension to EVank- 
lin W. Armstrong, of Hardin County, Ken- 
tucky. 

Jle it enacted by the Senate and House «f Jtepre- 
eendilives qftiu United States qf America in Congress 
assenAled, That the Secretary of the Interior-be, 
and he ia hereby, authorized and directed to placa 
the name of Franklin W. Armstrong, of Hardin 
county, Kentucky, upon the invalid pension roll, 
at aixteen dollars per month, beginning on the 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six, and to continue during the existence of his 
present disability. 

ArpaovED, March 3, 1857. 

No. 139.— An Act fbr tha Rdief of Robert Davis. 

B* it enarted fty tiu Senate and Hmut eg R^n- 
imtatfrei tg Ae VMted States ^America in Congress 
assembled. That the proper disbursing officers of 
the Government be, and. they are hereby, di- 
rected to pay to Robert Davis, of Warren county, 
Kentucky, the sum of one hundred and forty 
dollars, out of any mopey in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, being the value of anorw 
lost by him in battle. 

ArraovBD, March 3, 1857. 

PRIVATE RESOLUTIONS. 

No. 1. — A Resolution to authorize the Secretary 
of Slate and the Secretary of the Interior to 
■etUe the Claim of William Carey Jones, for 
certain services. 

Resalved bvtbe Senate and Howe Represent- 
stives ^ As vnited Stata America in Csiwtws 
sssemftted. That the Secretory of State and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall adjudge and settle 
on terms of equity and justice the claim of Wil- 
liam Carey Jonea for compensation for service* 
pexfotmed by liiin in tha yeam ei^teen hundred 
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ttowt of the United il^ates. 



mad fony-nioe, and eigiilMn hundred and fifty, 
u vpeeial agtat of tha UnitMl StstM to Mexioo 
and California, and that the amouot which ahaU 
be allowed bf them ihall ba paid to laid Jonaa 
out of any money in the Treaaurr of the United 
Stataa not otherwiaa wpropriaied, on hia ciTinf 
a receipt therefor, andT u rail eompenaatlon for 
•aid aerrieea. 
ArvKOTBD, Jannary 17, 18S7. 

No. S.— Joint fteaolution in FWtot of J. W. Nfe. 

SfUved fry Uu Senat* and Howe tf JKinrMmt- 
atioe* t^ti^ E/nited Stole* 9f Emeries in Congreu 
auembUd, That the Secretary of iheTreasurv be, 
and he ia hereby, direcusd to pay to J. W. flye, 
or hia attorney, the aum of three thouaand two 
hundred dollars, or.t of any money in the Treas- 
ury nototberwiae appropriatcd,fbr improTCiiienta 
made upon the public ^ ronnda, for waioh ha hw 
nceiTaa no compensation. 

AnpBOTBD, Jaauai7 17, 1857. 

Vo. X — Joint Resolution to pay the Pension due 
Parmelia Slavin, late wife of John Blue, de- 
caaaed, to her Administrator. 

'Whereas at the last session of Conjcresa an 
aet was pasaed grantiiw a pension to Parmelia 
Slavtn, laie the wife or John Blue, deceased, of 
fottrdolli*a per month, for five yeara from the 
firat day of January, anno Domini one thouaand 
eight hundred and forty-eight, who ia now dead, 
and in order said pension may ba second to her 
npreseotatives — 



Rmthed to t4e Senate and Houm qf XwrtsefU* 
sMsM q^tW VniUd Statu {tf Aurica] to Ctn^reu 
mwMad, That the proper officer ia hereby di- 
rected to pay Artemas Sayles, tha administrator 
of Parmelia Slavin, lata the wife of John Blue, 
deeeaaed, out of the money appropriated for the 
payment of pensiona, tha amount of pension due 
the said Parmelia 81aTin,by the aet of the aecond 
day of March, anno Domini one tbiHisand eight 
hundred and fifty-five. 

ApraoTBD, March 9, 1857. 

No. 4.— Joint Reaolution for the Relief of Israel 
B. Bigelow. 

lte$elvtd to 'the Senate and Houit SwretaU- 
ctieH fif tke tJnited StattM tf AmtiiBm in Cem^rm 
aumbUd, That a pension of fifteen dcllars per 
month, during hia natural life, be allowed to 
larael B. Bigelow, of Texas, to commence from 
the fourteenth day of January, eiehteen hundred 
and forty^aeven, the day on wnichhe waa severely 
wounded and disabled by the enemy, while bear- 
ing important dispatcbea from Major General 
Patterson to General Cluitmao, duringthe march 
of the division of volunteers fhmi victoria to 
Tampico, in Mexico. 

ArraovEn, March 9, 1857. 

No. 5.— Joint Reaolution for the Relief of W. W. 
Wimmer, late Postmaster of West S&uiesriUe, 

Ohio. 

Jbsefaed to At Senate «yt HauM ^ Smrtmt- 
alhta ^tkt Vailed fitstas ^ .Mwuiiiem to Cuagrm 



sHMiUcd, That the Poatmaater Qeunl be.ui 
hereby ie, aalhorized to allow and pay to mt> 
liam W. Wimmer, Esq., late postnuaier uWta 
Zaneavj lie, Ohio, for aerviee performed byklaa 
apecial mail meaaenger to tranapon the mul b»- 
twean hia aaid poet office and the can of the Cci- 
tral Ohio Railroad Company, from May, ei^hicea 
hundred and fifly-five,and November, eightMa 
hundred and fifly-aix,incluaive,sachTSU(tfeo» 
pensatton as he may consider juat and rewoMble: 
Prorided, The same shall not exceed ia lliei(gn> 
gate the sum of one hundred dollars. 
A?noTBD, March 3, 1851 



[Omitted it its proper place, on page 400.] 

Prauc, IX. — An Act to procure a Boit, in Uu- 
ble, of the lata Chief Juatice John Ruiledgc. 

Be it enacted ^ tk* Senate and Hente sf Stfn- 
tentatives tf tA< United SttUte nf Jlmetiea i% Cenfra 
auemited. That tha joint cannuttee of the m 
Hoases of Conrreaa On the Library be,&Dd tbe; 
are hereby, aathorized and reqaiied to conuut 
with a sniuUe artist for the execatioa , ia mubte, 
and delivery in the room of theSapremeConitrf 
the United Sutea, a boat of the late Chief JviiM 
John Rutledge. 

Bsc. 2. Jnd heitfwVur enacted. Tint fwtht 
purpoae of carrying this aet into effect, there U, 
and hereby is, appropriated, eight hoBdnd dst- 
lars,to be paid ootof any money ia the Tmiuy 
not otherwiae appropriated. 

ArraovBD, January 31, 1857. 
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STATEMENTS, BH0WIN6 
'.. — ^Appropriations mftde dnrinc the Third 8a>> 

■loa of the Tbirty-FourUi Conf reu. 
'., — Office* created and the Stloriee thereof. 
[.—The Offices the Salaries of which have beea 
locreaeed, with the amount of such In- 
crease, during the same period. 

■itiL 14, 1S57. — Prepared uHdn* the direelion tf 
Ae Sterttary qf tht Senate and Clark qf the Home 
Hf Reprtsentatitei, in eomplianee with the sixth 
tecHon qfthe'*Jlct to aulhorize the ^pp^ntmetU tf 
tddxlionai paynuutert, otict for <mtr jmrfrntt 
ifproted July 4, 1836. 



— AfpHOPRIATIONB made DUaiHO THB THIU 
SEBSIOH or THE THIRTT-rOuaTH COHGEEM. 

' the act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of Invalid and other Pensions of the 
United States for the year ending the thirtieth 
funs, eigh^MU handred and flfty-eight. 

r Invalid penioas, tnder varioos aeis #09,000 00 

r penaioM nndcr aeta of itae slgtueeath March, 
ifliteen hoiHlrad end elftiieea, OdMath May, 
igbievn hundred and tw«ty-«f|bl, and ht- 
ntlt Jane,eJgbi«eahUDdndsndihlrty-iwo.. 84,190 00 
r penslona to widim* of itaoae who Hrved in 
He revolnttonanr war, nndar tbe third tectton 
f acts of fourth July, alghteen bundrad and 
]i rtf-slz. MvenU) July, eUteen hundred and 
ilrty-ejsnt, IbM March, eigbtMn hundred aad 
jrty-three, aevenleenib June, eighteen bun- 
red and Ibny-fbur, afcond February and 
irenty-ninth Ju1y,elchi«en hundred and (brty- 
i^it, uid aecond Mction act of third Febmarj, 
Igtiieen hundred and lllty-three JSDS^BOO 00 

- penaiona to widowa and orpbana, under act 
r twenly-Arat July, ei|hteea hundred and fot- 
r-e^t. Brat aectfon w act of third Fcbniair, 
iKbieen hundred and flfty^btee, and under 

BPcial acts „.1«,500 00 

NavyiaTstidpciuioiu W. 40,000 00 

■ Navy penaiona to widow* and orphana, un- 
er act of elevonife Annuti etchteaa hundred 
ltd ibitr-elght .140^00 

91,601,190 00 



th6 net to procon a Boat, in marble, of the 

late Chief Justice John Rutledga. 
enable tfaejolntcaaunitieeortbe two Honeae of Con- 
ma on the library » contract with a toUaUa aitiat ikw 
in •xecutloD, in narMe, and delivery In tbe looBtrf'the 
uprenie Court of tbe Unlied Btatee, a beat of the late 
'UsTJaatloe JelinBniledie «800 00 



the act making a reappra|)riation from the 
larplue fund for the relief cn Lientenant John 
^uest. United States Navy, and othera. 

the belance rcatalninf of the appiopriattone nude by 
ongreaa ia the years dghieen hmdred and fttr^, and 
ivbtoen hundred and fteqr-one, Ibr Ike wmnmy of the 
Mst from Appalacbtcola bay |» the nondi ofiha Miaaia- 
ppi river, Ibr the eacertainment of the pradlMbUiiy of 
■tabliabing a navy-yard and naval ttatini which would 
eat anbaerve the protectlaa oTiba eouBwrco of the Gulf 
f Mexico, wtaicb balance bea been carried to the credit 
r tbe Bur|ritu fund, Ibrtbe payment of ihe aundne Lfeu- 
iDont John Guest, United Btatea Navy, falz busdrad 
ad aevenieea doUen,) Itarsaivleeanndeieal 
By, and flw odigr lawfttMlsfBS of eflem 
npiofedlntbitsBver.tln 

443 



•1.M4S 



By the act aothoriung the eatablisbing of a Nary 
Depot on Ely the Island, at Brunswick, on the 
coast of Georgia, and for other purposes. 

To pnrcbaaa a alta fbr a Navy depot on BIytbe laland, on 
the eoaat of Oeotgla, aad lo erect aneh baildlnfa aad 
make anch imnravementa as mw be necestary for Itae 
tepeir of United Btatea veeie l a nf mr, aad afford refliM 
therefor tMOJWO M 

By the act to aothoiize the President of the United 
States to cause to be procured, by purchase or 
otherwise, a suitable steamer as a Revenue 
Cutter. 

To enable the Ptealdaotof tbeDnlwd Slates tn eaoM to be 
ptocnred, by purchase or oiherwiss, aanUaUe steieacr aa 
a leveaoe cutter 4150,000 oe 

By the act making appropriations for the Con- 
sular and Diplomatic Expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fitty-eigbt. 

For aalariea of Envoys Eitraordlnajy, Mlnlatcis, and Com- 
missionm of the united Siatoa at Great Britain, France, 
EusaU. Spain, Anatrin, Pruaaia, Biasll, Mexico, SwitSM^ 
land, KoiM, Naplea, Bardlnia, Belgium, UoUand, Portu- 

SJ, Deamark, Bwedcn, Turkey, Peru, Chill, Bucnos 
yros. New Granada, Bolivia, Eeuaoor, Teneaaeh^ 
QMSiHla, Nlcanius, CUaa, and Sandwich U- 

adV... «SI71,000 00 

For niaiiea of the Becrenriea of Legation of the 
United Sntea at Grent Britahi, France, BuMla, 
Spain, Aoatria, Pfoaaia, Braatl, Hezioo, Peru, 

CblU,and BeenoaAycea as,SSO 00 

For aalariea of Aaslstant Secreiaifce of Leptkm 

at London and Parla 3,000 00 

For aaiary of the Secretary of L^ation to China, 

actlni aa Inteineter 9,000 00 

P« salary of the Bec i e tary of Lcgnian to 

Turkey.aetlif ssDnioaiaa , 3,000 00 

For contuuMit axpeasee of all Ifae miaaions 

abroad 75,000 00 

FttcontingentexpenMBeflbnlnlmanonne.. 60,000 00 
For ciproses of intaieonse wufe the Batboty 

Powers 0,000 00 

For eipenses of tbe consulatea in the Turkiah 
dominiona, viz : interpreters, guarda, and odiar 
expenses of the consulatea at CoiutaniiiK^e, 
Smyrna, Caadla, Alexandria, sad Beyiont. ... S,fiOO 00 
For the reUef aad ^mectlon ef Amefieaa aeanen 

in fbrelgn conatiies. 1513,000 00 

For sxpenaea which may be Ineoried hi acksowl- 
ed^ng the servicea of the maatera bihI crswa 
of Ibreign veaaela in reaeolnc cillsens and vea>» 
sela of die United States ftcrn alilpwreek,to be 
expended under the dlreedoa of the Prealdent 

of the United Btatea 3,000 00 

For (be purchaae of Wank-booka, stationery, anna 
of the United Btatea, seab, prease*, and flap, 
and for Ok payment of poeiams fbr the consols 

of the United Smtes MflOU 00 

For eompeasaiian of the Commlaalaner provided 
In the flrst article ot the reciprocity treaty with 

Great Britain it,000 00 

Porper diem of CoaunlaskMr aDdcompcBsailon 

of Surveyor 4,IB0 00 

For payment at all expenses attendhig the em- 
ployment of ateamer or aailing vessel, and for 

aurveya and nmplmge , . 15,790 00 

For travellag expenses, transportation, repairs 

of Inatramenis, and aU other expenses 700 00 

For eompenaaUon of the CommiaBioner, flocre- 
tary,Chisf Aatronomer aad Surveyor, Asaisunt 
Astronomer and Surveyor, Clerk, and for prr>- 
viaiona, transportation, and coniingenciea of 
the Commission to run and mark the bonndaiT 
' Une between the United Statesaad the BritlsB 
pooseariona bounding on Washington Terri- 
tory 71/100 00 

For aaJailes of Consnla General at Ouebee, Oal- 
catta,Alenadrla,8laM>da,Havau,CeMta»- • 
tinopi^ maUhrt4si-lta»4lBta| Csaials oi 



Liverpool, London, HMbaane, Heng-Konff, 
Olaagow, Manriiiua, SingaporaiBelm,Con, 
Dundee, Dentama, Haltnx, Kinfaton, (Ja- 



sellles, Bordeaux, La Eochelle, Lyoos, Mos- 
cow, Odessa, Bevel, SL Peieisburih, Hatao- 
xaa, Trinidad de Cuba, Bantluo do Cube, San 
Juan, (Pono Ricn,) Cadiz, Malaga, Ponce, 
^orto Bico,)Trieate.TlenBa,Alx-U-Chapellc, 
Canton, Shanghai, Foucbon, Amoy, NlMpo, 
Beyrout, Bmyma, Jenualem. Roitenum, 
Amstsrdam, Antwerp, Funchal, Oporto, Bt. 
Thomas, GMocur. Genoa, Baale, Geneva, 
MesalnB, Naplea, Palermo, Lelpslc, Munich, 
Leghorn, Btuttiardt, Bremen, fumbnrg, Taa- 
glers, Tripoli, Tanis, Rio de Janeiro, Peroam- 
DUC0|V«ra Cnix, AcBpalco,Callao,Val|)aralao, 
BuenoB Ayrea, Ban Jaan del Bur, Aapinwall, 
Panama, Lagoayra, Uonolalu, Lafaalna, Cape- 
town, Falkland lalands, Venice, Stettin, Can- 
dia, Cyprus, BaUvia, Fayal, Santiago, (Cape 
de verdea^ Saint Croix, Speacia, Amena, 
Zanalba^ Bahla, Haranhara Itiand, Para, £lo 
Grande, Hatamoras, Mexico, (civ,) Tampion, 
Paso del Norte, Tabasco, Palta,Tumbes, Tal- 
cahuaeo, Cartiiaiiena, Babanltlo, Onioa, Ouy- 
aqnU, Cobtja, Montevideo, Tahiti, Bay of ImI- 
anda, Apia, Lanthala ; Commercial Ajents at 
San Juan del Norte, Port-au- Prince, San Do- 



anda, J 
San Ju 

miogo, tcity,) St. Paul de Loanda, (Angola,) 
Hearovia, Gaboon, Cape Haytien, Aax Cay M4___ 

and Amoor river 4973,780 N 

For Interpretera to the Conaulatea in Cbbia.... VOO W 
For eetlmated loas by exchaiiee on drafts of eon- 

aals and interpreters, fbr aaiary ^BN <i 

For the preservation of the arehivea of the sev- 
sral coosDisies of the United Stales and the 

eonimerclal agendea ll^NO It 

For oOee rent Ibr those eonania general jconsnts, 
and commercial a(enta who are notaJlowedM 
tra^e, not to exceed ten per centum on tbe 
amonnt of their compensatfam, as fixed by tbe 
set of 8i|diteenth August, elgbieen hundred 
aadHfty-ali 13,900 0* 

«i,oea,oToo* 



By the act making appropiiations for the ouppwt 
of the BAUitary Academy for the yaar aBour 
the tfairtiath oif Jtuie, ughtaen hundred ana 
fifty-eight. 

For the p^ ef eSeeiib initnwtffs, eadMa, and marf- 

eiBaa..r;. .7. 7..lZ^..tin^ 0» 

For commutation of anbaja t anee ^OH M 

For Ibrage for oflicera' h ncses R64lt 

For eumnt and ordinary txpenass, as ftittows 1 
fepain and improvemanU, fliel aad appera- , 
tBS, fbnge, postage, stadonery, tiansportatloii. 
priatiac, clerks, mlseeUaneous aad uddental 

expenees, end depettments of IMruetfaa 35^ff5 Oft 

For gradual increase and expense of library 1 JiOO 00 

ForexpeoeseoflbeBaeidofVlsiian ^000 00 

For flwage tor artUieiy sod oavebr bones 1^640 01 

FVir sapplylnf bcnse iliir eavaliy and attUery 

piaenee 1,000 Ot 

For Amitnie for hospital for cadets 080 00 

For benaeka fbr draeooa detachment t^OOO 10 

For purchase of hm, aad mouaUng the seme, 

wwhtltecloefcQBoneirflhepnblicJiandlegB.. OOOOt 
Xo procure ibe baUsHe appentus Ibr fun pen- 

duhun 800 00 

For repairs to otBcers* qnartera 000 00 

For modela Ibr the depeitment of cevalry l^M Ot 

For exteaaioa of water-pipas end lacresse of res- 
ervoir ..... ...I....... S^OOO 00 

For targe'ta and tetterlee ibr 'utiuery'exerciae .. 000 00 
Fer|Si-fipcs, gBMmeien,andrstMli 7,ge000 

Digitized by 
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jSppropnattont* 



By Uu act for tbe conitruetion of a Wigoa Road 
from Fort Kearny, ria th« South ran of the 
Bocky Moantaiiu and €keatSaUX«ako Valloy, 
to Um «uteni portion of flieStai«<tfCalifiinii>, 
and fiiT other purpom. ' 

FOrlbecoAMnetlM of ain|OB mad ftOM Fort Kamj, 
la tb« Territory ofNebnaka, via tbe Bowh Phb oTlbe 
SoekT MounUliu, to ibe mmcq boaaduy of tbe fltaU 
of Cuiftmiia,near HoMfLake. to ba azptoM aadM 
Itaa directloa of tiie a«cre(anr of tbt laierior, piuMUit to 
contract* to be made bj him, ndd raad to eoonaet wkb. 
ud ft>rm u eitenaioa of, um road already aoihorisM 
ftamPonKidieiy to AaafttsMidaoailiPaajaoOJn « 

ror iba MMHUiKtion oT awifoa nad Aon H 
faao, OB tk* ftio Onada, to tan Tuaia. at 
tbt BOMb of ibaGBa Tim, to ba aipeniad 
ander the dttaetMa oTtba aacRBry oTAa In- 
takit, poisaut to atMiaeta to bo awda by 
kkB taOflnVi 

tor iba eoaatnietton of a mgoa food ftom Ftott 
DaflatiGe, in itaa TeiriUir of IV«w Hezko, to 
tbe Colorado rivar, oear thonMmfli of Iba lb- 
ban riw 80,000 00 



#630,000 00 



By tha act makins appropriationa for the com- 
pletion of Military Roads in Oregon Territory. 

For the oonpletion of tb» road fmm Aataria K> B»- 
leoi •10,000 00 

FortbecomptationitfdMroadlhMiBlynioCroek 
to Camp ate wait. , 30,000 00 

Fwtbe coiD(detion of tbofoadftom M^ritie Creek 

wfloMtaboig ao/moo 

#70,000 00 



By the a£t making appropriations for the curreat 
and .contingent ^penaea of the Indian Depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipuiationa with 
Tarious Indian Tribea, for the year ending June 

' tbirtiaih, eichteen hundred and fifty-oignL 

For Ibe eamnt and eaaHnfeat expeaaaa of tbe Indiu 

OepaitmeBi, viz; 
PartbepMrofauperinieiuleataoriBdliBallUn, and of ibe 
— rat a l Indian agenia, per acta of llftfa Jane, elghieen 
boadrad and lllqr, twenty-elgblb September, cfghteeB 
baadnd aad ttvi, tweDtf-aeveBtli Pebmary, dgfateen 
bnadred and fifty-one, Iblid Marcb, elgbteen taimdrad 
and filto-two, third Hoieb, elfUieen hundred and Olty- 
duee, ihlrty-Om Joly, eifbieen hundred and lUtr-four, 
third Harob, eigbteea bnudred and AAy-llve, and eigb- 
taenik Auguai, el|hieen hundred and flfty-iii, #79,750 00 
tet the pv of iba aevacal Indian iob-agantS| p» 
aeiof U»rt7-fim of JnIjr,el(tataaB hundred and 

Mr-Hm^ M^fiMOO 

For tbe pay of an additional Indian agent fbr the 
ladianiof New Mexico, at an annual aalaryaf 
eaa Owaaand ftfe hundred dollara, and (tor the 
pay of two wents, at an annual aaiary of one 
tiMuaand dwara each, one for Indiana i n Utah, 
and one Ibr tbe Wiicheiaa and nelsbboring 
Iribea wenof the Choctawiand Chlclaaawa.. 9,S00 00 
For the My of clerk to eupetiniendCDt at St. 
iMia, WMOuri, per act of iwenty-aeventb 

June, el^teen buDdred and Ibrty-eis i;nO 00 

For tbe pay of clerk to superintendent in Cali- 
Ibnla, per act of ihtid Harcb, eighteen hun- 
dred aad aibr-twa 1^ 00 

For Ibe pay of intcrpreten, per acta of tUrtletb 
Jiuie, eighteen hundred and ibiny-lMr, and 
tweiiiy-acvonth Febmaryt etghteas htiodied 

and fllty one 33,500 00 

For preaenta to Indiiuu 5,000 00 

For ncoTisiont far Indian* 11,800 00 

For buildings at agencies, and repaiis tbeteof. , . 10^ 00 
For conttngenclea of tbe Indian depanmest. . . . S^SOO 00 
For laaurance, traniportatioa, and neceaaazyez- 
peoaea of dclirery of aoDuitics, goodi, and 
nfovialona to ttie Indian tribet in Minne•on^ 

lliebigan, and Wiscoosln UttJM 00 

For Ibe rapltvweni of tMaporaiy olerka by Bu- 
peiinteDdent of Indian Aflkira, on aucb occa- 
■MtBB and Ibr nucb perioda of tiuM aa the Sac- 
reiaiy of Uie Interior may deem aacawaiy to 
the public aenrica S|000 00 

For niUilling treaty oHpolatlOM wttb varioM 
Indian trlMB : 

Ommukut £toieas, and ^pmAa 
omsot river. 

For Iburth of ten inuaUments for the puicbaae 
of goodi, prorbiona, and agricultiual fmple- 
luenla, per aixib article treaty iwenty'Bevaflth 
July, eisliieen hundred and oAy-tbree 16,000 00 

For expenaei of transportation of the fbnnta of 
ten InHtatlmcnu of good*, provldons, and agri- 
cultural Iniplementa, per aiztb article trwtty 
twenty-seventh July, eighteen htmdred and 
iUy-three 7^ T,«0>00 

BUuitfoot Jfation. 
For aeeodd of ten insiallmenu a* annnfty, to 1m 
upended in the purchase of aoeh good*, pro- 
Tiaione, and other uMfUI article*, aa Uic l^ea- 
idoDt, w hi* discretion, may from time to 
time deiemine,per ninth atttcle of tbe treaty 
iifMi III nil eiiih nii'Hiiieii elahtean hnadieil and 
Mrtte N 



For aecond of tea laataUnMinl* aa Baanl^, to be 
expended In eoubllahlng and inttmctlng them 
in agrlcaltural and meCbanical pnreuiia, and 
In educating their children, and piomotiag 
d Tills* tion and ChrlstiaaiV, at tbe diaereiioA 
of tbe Preaident, per tenib article of the treaty 
of eerenteentb October, eighteen bundred and 
Afty-flre tHi/M OD 

For ezpeBaa* of nnaportatloD and deilTety of 
anauitie* in good* aad prorlaioa* 17,000 00 

CUmewat itf StipeHor.— iV{/UKi« 
the trtaty ^thirtieth SepUmbtr, tigkUtn 
JbiHUfred Mul J^fty/oiir. 

For two third* of *txteenth of tweaty-flve la- 
atallnenta in meaey, par foorth attlcta traaty 
fbartb October, eighteen hundred aad SHty> 
two, aad eighA artlcla treaty ihtrUatb aep> 
tember, elgbteen hundred and ftfty-ft)Ur tjKS ■ 

For two third* of aizteentta of twenty-Ore in- 
ataUmenia in good*, per (burlb article trestt 
fourtn Oetobei, elgbteen hundred and tonf- 
two, and eigbin article treaty thirtieth Bep- 
tenwer. elgbteen honilred and flfty-fbur IflVt 00 

For two viina of aixteenth of tweniy-llTe Inatall- 
menta for the aupport of acboola , per fotOrOt 
article treaty fourth October, etghieen hundred 
and fbny-two, and eighth article treaty thirtieth 
Bepten^r, eubtecn bundred and flny-fbnr... 1,333 33 

For two tliinw of Blxteentb of twenty-fl ve inauU- 
nenta for the parcbaae of provtaiona and to- 
Ineeo, per (bnrth article treaty fourtb Octoberi 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, and eightt 
attiete treaty thirtieth Beptember, eighiaea 
bUDdrad and flfty-Aur 1,333 33 

FW third of twenty toMallmenta in coin, goods, 
bouaeliold flimiture, and cooking utensila, agri- 
cultural imidcmentsand cattle, carpenter*' and 
other tool*, and building material*, and for 
moral aad educational purpoHca, per fbnrth 
article treaty thlrtieib September, eigtueen 
hundred and Afty-four 19:000 00 

For third of flre ioataUmeata in blankets, eMba, 
neia, guaa, anunoniiion, and such other aiticlea 
of neeesiliy a* they may require, to tbe B<ria 
Forte band, per twelfth article treaty thirtiedi 
September, eighteen bundred andllny-fbor... lyOOl 00 

For tMrd of twenty litaialbntata for atx anriAa 
and aaslstaais, per aecoad and fifth aitidea 
treanr lUitietb September, elgbteen bnadred 
andflfty-ibor .^77^7. S,0« 00 

For third a€ twenty Instalhnents fbr the rapptxt 
ofklx smiths' abim^ per second and fltti aitldea 
tteerv thirtieth Septeaiber, dgbueii mnibed 
and nfty-four . ..' 00 

For fim of twenty installments for Uie seveuth 
smith and asiinant, and mpport of sbop, per 
second and fifth articles treaty thirtieth Bep- 
teatber, eighteen bundred and fifty-four ],0N 00 

For sopport of a smith, aMlstaat, and sbop, for 
the Bois Forte band, during the plcasnre of the 
President, per twelfth arMcle treaty thirtieth 
Beptember, eighteen hnndred and fifty-foar. .. UBO 00 

For support of two fknnera for tbe Bob Forte Wg 
band, duttaf the pteaanre of the PreMeab per 
twelftb arttSe treaty tbirtielh B^ianber, ^h- 
leen hnndred and fifty-foui i;M0 00 

O W j^ p a i pat ^ MMtMppi.-^r^JUIimg At 
Create ^ Menfy-iccMd FArvmf, tl^ 
Uenmtmirad ndj^Jt^fiot. 

tm OH tblBd of sltteanQi of tweaqNlf* laaiin- 
menta in moaey, per fhoftb BrttelB treaty Awnta 
October,siglueen hundred and ltart3^■two, aad 
el^th aitlole tnaty tbtrtMh Bapieabar, eigb- 
teea hundred and nfij-fbar * 4JH0T 

For one tbUd ofslxteeiuh ofWrea t y^ i e e bMaft- 
menla la goods, per foufth ailMo tta^flMUdi 
Oetober, elgbteen tMiadted aad ftaiy^wo, and 

eighth aitiele treaty ddrttotb aepMiiberj oi|d>- 
teenhnadradaadiltr-foor SkSOO 00 

For one third ofMneeatb oftwaaty-Ara insuU- 
flMata for tbe anppon of acbools, per flnrfb 
article treaty foarth Octobar, eighteen bandied 
aad IntT-two, and eighlbarudetreantblrtieA 
Bepienbw,ei||btaeBnaadted and fifty-foar... MB 07 

For DM third ofaixteaBtb of twenty-five InstaU- 
nMBMbr tbe puKteae of pramtona and to- 
bacet^per foanh article treaty fourtb Ocwi>ar, 

abteen boitdrcd and tirty-two, and eighth 
Isle irean tbirtielh September, Bi|plieB 

bundred and fifti^foar #68 #7 

For one ihlid of axtaeaih of newMy-fis* Isatall- 
menta for the anpfott of two sadtba' dwpa, 
keladlna the pay of two saaitha and aaatsianie, 
aad fbauBUng iron and steel, pet Itaurtb article 
treaty fourtb October, ei^teen btmdred aad 
flmy-two, and eighth article treaty thirtieth 
Beptember, ^^teen hnndred and fll^-^MV. . . flIS 67 
Feroae thisd of sixteenth of twen^-flre inatall- 
ments for pay or two IhnnetB, per fourth attiele 
treaty fbuith Ooiober, ai^teen hundred aad 
forty-two, and aighih article treaty ibiittetb 
Beptnaber, d^teen hnndred and fiftrfoar. . . m-flS 
For third of twenty installments of anaaitr la 
mcmey, per third aiHele treaty iweatyaeeand 
Febrtiaty,cigbieea hundred artdfiftr-fire..... flO^MO 00 

^aagtr and Idifce FFinRi&^odUa& Bunit. 

For ttaird ttf thirty InstaUmeniB of annuity In 
money, per tbtrd article treaty twenty-sBcottd 
February, etobteen hundred and fifty-fire lO^BH 66 

For third of Uiirty inatsliments of annuity in 
gtkods, per tUrd article treaty twonty-aeMBd 
K>iMiy,e^HM » —Ji » *abdflfly<w.».. l^flO 



For tUid of lUrCT iastaBmcms Aw purposes of 
ndlliy, per third article treaty twen^-secoad 
Febrniuy, dghteen tatuidred and fiAy-flve.....#(^H 

For third of twenty ioaullmeai* for purpoias 
of edncatioa, par Aird artieie treaty twem- • 
eeeood FAraaiy, aigbloea bandied aad flfcr^ 
fiTo tmn 

For third of fire annual InstaUments for tbe but 
chaaa of powder, shot, lead, twine, ana to- 
bacco, per third article treaty twaty-seeead 
February, eighteen hundred and flf^-lln. .... M N 

For third of five annual Inatallmeats lor the hir« 
of six laborers, per third article treaty twenty- 
aecood Febtwy, eighteen bandied aad Utr- 

ivi .'..77. Iff 

For third of fifteen annual instalhnents Ibr inp- 
port of two smiths and smiths' shops, pet third 
article treaty tweaiy-aceoad February, eigbtecn 
bnadsad and iKly-Sve %DIB 

Ch^ftmm <f Saginmt, 8wm CnA, md 
BUekBiver. 

For aeeond of five etiual aannal installDentt te 
edncaiitmal purpoaet, under tbe dircctioB of 
Ibe President, per socoimI artKle of the treaty 
of oeoood AncBBt, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
fite 4,eM II 

For aecond of five equal annual Inetallnestt tax 
agrieultuia) Implentenn and catpentera' tool*, 
bouaebold fhmirare and buUdtng materia)*, 
cattle, labor, and ne o aa ar y uaelU articles, per 
a econd artlcte of tbe treaty of secmd AngM, 
eighteen hundred and flfty-dre S|MB 

Per aecond of tea eqaal aaaaa) Inatallamts la 
eoin, to be disttfbuied per ca^ia, in the Ufuai 
manner of paying annuitlea, per second aitld* 
of the treaty of seooad Aagiist. eigblesn hua- 
dred and fifty- fiv III,MN 

For aecond Installment for the sopport of oet 
Maefcsmiih sbop for tea yearn, per second ar- 

bnadred and lity-flte l^B 

C tifp n oQ i , Mtiumumea, WinfUitgoi$t md 

Arw YoT* btdimu. 
For education dniiaf ibe pleasuie of Coegr***, 
pwf fifth atttc le t waqr eleeenflt AiigBst, titf^ 
ieeBbiBfead and twaiuji-eevea •••■•*. 



For permanent aanalv ia goode, per act of twea- 

ijNUkb Fobraaiy, aeventaen bundredandnise- 

ty-nine Vj*' 

tot payment of tbla amount, bring tbe ma 
awaided by tbe Ooauaiaaioner, and to be r»- 
eiifed in fail censlderatbMi for the aarmidK 
of die aad intersat of aaU ladiaas la lbs 
flaUni aad encampment at Ibe AUa of St. 
Mary, irtlA tbay beld acoiwdiBt to Iba tne» 
of aizieeatb Jnne, aigbuen ntndied aad 
twenty, per fltal and seeond anMea treaty at 
Detroit, second Aogust, eighteen btuadred aad 

For permanent amntity, per saooad aitfda a«a|f 
sixteenth November, elAtaeai baadied aad 
five, aad omeentb artlele trea^tweniy-see- 
and Jane, eigUean bnadred and fifty-five..... 

For permanent annuity for eapport of U^itboiR> 
men, per thirteenth article treaty fl g b te ^ alb 
OettAer, eighteen bundred and ttrenty, and 
diMeentb airticle oeanr twemy-eeeond Juat, 
eighteen hnndred and fifty-five ■ * 

For permanent provision for edueadon, per 
aeoond article treaty twentieth Januan, eigli- 
leen hundred and iwsnqr-five, and thirteesth 
article tna^ twen^r-second Jiue, eigbteea 
hundred and fifty- Ave E,w> 

F« peraianent prevision for tdacksmlib, par 
ititb arttele neaty etghteealta Odiobet, eigh- 
teen bundred and twenty, and Ihirteeoin arti* 
ele treaty twenty aeeond Jtme, eighteen boa- _ 
dred and fifty-five 

For permanent provlaion for iron aad steel, p*r 
ninth article treaty twentietb Janimq', dp- 
toen hundred and twenty-five, and thutseott 
article treaw iwenty-aecoad Jane, eighteaa ^ 
hundred and fifty-five * 

For tnteiot on Ave hundred th^namiddDiian, at 
five per centum, Ibr education and other bese- 
ftdal porpoaea, to be applied under the diteo- 
tiao of tbegeosral council of the Cbociaw*, 
hi eonformlty with the nioviaiona contained in 
the teaib and thirteen in article* of the ttcao 
of ttrent y aecond Inne, elgbieen bundred ana 
fiiy Iwi 

CVeefa. 

tor pemeaent aiuinity In money, per flwrth 
artieie tneiy eeveatb Aagast, oeventesa bna- 
dred and alnaiy,aad fifth aitMe peaiy iwenv- 
aevestb Aniaat, aiglHeen bnadnd aad fiftf- 

sU ■• 

For a e r a aaa en t annuity in moaay, per secoed 
HtMe iteaiy sinaenih June, eighusa bundred 
and two, and fifth article troaiyMveaih An- 
gnst, ei^iteea bnadred aad fifty-alx ™ 



For permanaot aanalty in maney, per fonnb 
uncle tremy twonir-fonfth January, eigtatceo 
bandredaadnnn»ri(,aBdi(tbanleletrraV 



eeveaib Adsiat, 

Id! 



and fifty* 
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For pmmuBDt piovldtm fbr Btoefai^Ui atod w- 
alHaot, ud Aw ibop afed tool*, per oUMk 
ortlele tnatj twenty-fotmh JtBBMT, eiskbeen 
bnndred ua imiuy-rix,aBd flftk aniBle tretty 
■eventb Aagui, rigbMM bandred ud 11^ 

For pemuunt pnrMoa ftw tnm uul Meel fbr 
■hop, per 0l(tKb uttele treaty twon^-Amith 
Jantury, algbteaa taaadred and twestr-iii, 
•ad flnb article treaty MveuUi Angnat* ei(b- 
teeo hundred and flny-atx , ffTO 00 

For penaaneni proriaion ftw die pqr of a wheel- 
wright, per eighth article treaty nventy-flNUtb 
January, eiahteen faundred and twenty-eiz, 
and flfti) uticje trea^ ReTeotb Aagait, «i^ 

teen baiidred and fifty-six 000 00 

For blackfmitli and a«al«taiii,and «bop ud toola, 
during ttao pl«uan of the Preeideat, per fifth 
article treaty fonrteenUi FebroaiT. elghteeo 
bunitre4 and tUrty-tbrec, and Snh article 
treaty aevenlh August, eighteen hundred and 

ftfty^ .7.TT?..7r. BIO 00 

For Iran and Keel fbr ■bop, daring the pleasure 
or the Prealdent, per fifth anide treaty fbur- 
teentb February, eighteen hundred and (birty- 
duee, and filUi article treaty •eventb August, 
el^teen 'hundred and fifty -slz STD 00 

For wagon-jnsker, during Ibe plaaanre of Om 
Prealdent, per flfUi article treaty fourteenth 
FebruMr,«igbteen hundred and tliirty-three, 
and fiftn nrucle treaty eevemh August, eigh- 
teen hundred and flfty-Blx WO 00 

For aneiatance in Dgrlcnltunil operations, during 
the pleasure of the PrGfiideut,^t eighth anicle 
maty twenty-fourth JaDuaijr, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-six, and flan sniele treaty 
aerentb Atvuat, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
alx .TTJ.Vr. 8,000 00 

Pot edacailon, during the pleaanre of the Presl- 
deni, per fifth ankle ireny tbanoentb Feh- 
TUBiy, eifticfeen bandied aad thirty-three, and 
fifth article treaty MTsath Aagast, eighlaea 
bondiwlaadllfty-ifa TT..... I/KM 00 

Portbo MRofaaffwiaddMoiial Insitfloieatt to 
two bUaknnMB, MBiWBis, Bbop and toots, pat 
tthffleth ardela tns^ twenty-ftranta March, 
el^ieea fa and red and thirty-two, and fifth nr- 
tMatroaqraarciuh AucoBLeiMBea buadnd 
and OOy-slz 7Z7..7r^.. I,68»00 

Toctba fliatoTsenD addtlto— 1 lartallaWMU to 
Iron and steel tor rticrps, per thiitoeath article 
tnaly tweaqr-flMirth Hank, dghtoea bandred 
■nd tUrty-two,and fifth aniole ireatTnaraBtb 
Angna^ tfighteon bondrad and flfty-dx 040 00 

For twenty-^eTenib of iblrty^duaa ItMillmenta 
ibr edntatloa, per foortb aitieia tieatv flmrth 
Janu«ry, eighteen hundred and lbrt]^ave, and 
fifth article treaty serentli Angnat, eigbieea 
famidred and U^-aix. 8,000 00 

For Amrteentb oftwengrinsiaIhnent>toeduea>- 
ttoo, p^ fonnh Bitido tiea^ fiianb January, 
elgtaieen hundred and for^-flve, and flftb ar- 
tielo treaty ■aranlb Aognsl, elglueen biudied 

•odflrfy-aix .TTT.Vrrrrrr. ^90 

For ft TO per centam interest on two hundred 
thousand dollars, fttr^orposea ofadvoation, per 
iUth anlele treaty eeveiilb AagoU, algUeen 

biiodredaadAto-alz 10,000 00 

For pMrawnt or this amount per eopUa to the 
Creek nation as aaiiDlty, per MxOi ankle 
treatr serenth Augast, «inieea bnndred ud 

flftr-aU 300,000 00 

For the payment of mch portion of the oonalder- 
ation proTided by the amendment of the 8en- 
nte to the ditb article of the treaty of sevenifa 
Axiguet, elghiMn hundred and fifty-slz, as tba 
Ceneral eooncU of the Creek natutn wall di- 
rect to be paid to the treasurer of said natloa 

ftnr any specified national ot^Ject 100,000 00 

For tli« amount to be paid under the direction of 
Uie Creek council to those Creeks or their de- 
■eendants who emigrated west of the Hinis- 
aippi prior to the treaty of fburth March, etab- 
teeo hundred nnd thirty-two, per sixth artlele 
treaty seventh August, eighteen hundred and 

flfty-eix 190,000 00 

F*or pavraent of such other claims of fndividnal 
Creek Indiana as may be fbund equitable and 
Just by the general council of the nation, per 
■ixtli article treaty seventh August, ei^neea 

bundred and fifty-six TOiMO 00 

For this amount to be paid to those individuals 
and tbeir hoirs who, nitder the act ttf third 
MaLTch, eighteen hundred and thlrty-eevm, 
Ik&vo received money in lien of reservations or 
land, per sixth anicle tnaty seventh Ahgust, 

eighteen hundred and flfty-rtx .7 10^ 00 

FulfllUngtbe articles negotiated tenth January, 
elBtiteca hnndred ana flfty-five,wlih eertala 
bands of— 

Calapotin, MolaU, md Clidcmm /ndisM 
qfWiUamette PoUey. 

For tbird of dve ItutaUinents ofaannityto bene- ^ 
Oclal otgects.pers.c(Mui nrtlela of treaty tMtt 
'"W. afjfi teen ibSnd/ed and flfty-flvB Wjmm 



For UA aorndty to ehief, per snpifleineiital arti- 
cle to treatv twanty-sixth October, elghteea 
bODdred and thirty-two ^« 00 

For iniarest on Ibrty-six thousand and el^ty d^ 
bus, at five per centum, being the value of 
Qilrty-«tx sections of land set apan bs treaty 
of eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, tbr eda- 
eation, per resotntlon of Senate nineteenth 
January, eMiteen hundred and thirty-eight. . . 8,304 00 

For Ibortb of^ eight equti Installments fbr pay- 
nuut of five cmelb, per sixth article treaty oxth 
ilKy, eighteen hoaarrxl and fifty-four l^M 90 

Fiorii* Aidfow, or SoKimki. 

Forftnrteantb of fifteen intallBMnta in goods, 
per sixth artieie tteag fooith Janaaiy, ntfmiiBl 
btmdred sad fbr^-flv«, %000 00 

Forlbsrtaenth of fifteen instalUneats In noney, 
per sixth anicle treaty ftmrthJannary,eighM— 
oundndaiid Arty-five, and faorth article treaty 
ninth Blay, ei^teen hundred and tUr^wo.. ^^BOD 00 

For pi^ent of Ibis amoont in llaooftbe preMM 
impravemants of the Henttaioles west, and i> 
flili for the expanses of tbeir lamoval and ea- 
uWishing Ibemselves in their new counuy, per 
eighth anicta treaty aeventh August, e^hteen 

Snndred and fifty-six, and aenate^aaiDendaMit 
lereto 90,000 00 

Yta tbe first often installmenta fbr the suppmt of 
schools, per etefath article treaty seventh Au- 
gust, sinteeA hnndred and flfty-slz 3,000 00 

For the ffnt of ten Installments fbr agrlcnlturaJ 
asaistance, per eighth article treaty seventh Au- 
gust, eighteeo hundred and fifty-six 9,000 00 

For the tust of ten InstaUmenia to tbe anppon 
of smiths and smiths' sbops, per ^^Uh arUole 
treaty seventh ibigust, alglueen bandied and 

fifty-six. 3,900 00 

Bpr five pereentamlntereston two bundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, to be paid as annuinr, 
per aigtath article treaty seveatb August, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-six U^BOO 00 

For the expenses the removal of the Semlnolea 
in Florida, to the Seminole country west of ^ 
tbe Hlssisslppl, and their subsistence dwlng 
removal, and voi twelve months after thetr 
arrival at their new bomee, and for the purcbase 
of rifle guns, blankets, powder and lead, hont- 
int-sbirts, shoes, stroudlng, tobacco, and cloib- 
ing, per ninth article treaty seventh August, 

eifhieen hundred and flfty-sli 150,000 00 

For expenses of making improvements ft>r those 
now east of tbe Minlsalppt after their removal 
west, per ninth article treaty seventh Angust, 

eighteen hundred and flity-slz 90,000 00 

For the poichose of plows.and other agricultural 
Implements, axes, seeds, looms, cards, and 
wheels, for the Seminole nation, per ninth 
article treaty seventh Attsost, eignteen bun- 
dred and fifty-six 8,000 00 

For eompeasation and travelii^ expenses of a 
del^aoon of the Seminoles and Creeks fttnn 
their country to Florida, whilst there, and 
retamlag, per tenth anicle treaty seventh Au- 
gust, sixteen hundred and flfty-slx fiO^OOO 00 

For payment to Foe -te- Insti Uaijo. or Black Otn, 
Ibr services as chief of the Mendty band of Sem- 
inole wsnlcrswliofiia0it for the Untted Staisa 
dnrbig tbe Florida war, p« eleventh artieie 
trearr seventh Angust, entaaa hnndred and 

flfty-su .7.TT7.7r. 400 00 

For expenaao of anveyingi defining, and marking 
(oob portions of the boundaries of the Creek 
and Seminole countries as do not ctmsbt of 
well-defined natural boundaries, and compen- 
sation and expenses of Indian conunissioiwia, 
per tweoty-fiist article treov seventh August, 
eighteen hnndred and flfty-elx 10,000 00 

For Ibe traveling and other expenses of tlw 
members, of tbe Creek and Seminole delega- 
tions (tncln Ihig the agents and tbe Interpreter 
ftir the latter) in coming to Washington, re- 
maining, and returning home, per twenty- 
third article treaty seventh August, eigtatera 
hndndandlU^-iU ..TT;.. ...... 11^ 00 

low at. 

Forlnterest,lnlienofinvestment,onfifly-oeven - 
thousand five hundred dollara, to the first July, 
eighteen hundred and fif^-elght, at five per 
eentuifi, to education or other beneficial pur- 
poses, under tbe direction of the President, per 
second article treaty nineteenth OcttAw, eigh- 
teen bnndred and tbUty-elght, and ninth article 
treaty seven teuib Hay, ^taea bundred and 
flflHbw 8,876 00 

fonsa*. 

For lotenst, In Ilea of inVsstment, on two hun- 
dred thoosand dollars, at five per centum, per 
•econd Bfttele trean> fourteeato January, eigh- 
teen hundred and totv-ilx 10,000 00 

For first of three installments of nine thousand 
dollars for the years eigbteen hundred and 
flihr-seven, eighteen hnndred and flf^-eigbt, 
and eli^teen hundred and fifty-nine, per Kith 
■rUde treaty thirtieth Hay, elgbuen bandred 
aadfito«ar , 9,000 00 

For fimttta of five installments for sappon of 
Madcsniih and aaslsiant, per slxUi article 
treanr ttalrtiath Hay, ei^teen hundred and 
flftv-flmr .\. 190 09 

For Mith of five installmsnts to pnrchasa of 

tapn and steel, per sixth article treaty thirtieth 

Mv.ti|hiNBfindndHdflftHbar MOQ 



XtcfeqMwa. 

For ftwtth inttaUment of intamat, at five per 
centum, on one hundred Oousand dollars, te 
education, per second artide treaty eViteentb 
Hay, el^ieen hundred and fif^-firar tfij^ W 

For the payment of this sum as tbe tbvth In* 
Btallment upon twa bandred tboueaad doKan, 
w be paM In eWneen bmdrad and fiAy-aavea, 
per aacoad MMe MM^ elgUeeBdi Mar, aVi- 
taea hnadrei and fit^W_V7. . .7!?.. VTZ. 14,190 09 

Jlfenomoncet. 

For payraeat to two townshins of land ft>r Stock- 
bridges and Hnosees, at sixty eenis per acre, 
to promote Improvement of Henomonees, as 
deemed advisable by the President, per third 
article treaty twelfth Hay, ei^laen hundred 
and fifty-fbur, and first and second articles 
treaty eleventh February, eigbteen bundred 
and fifty-six : 97^00 

For second of twelve instaltanenU to continuing 
and keeping up a blacksmith shop and provid- 
ing tbe usual qnantto of iron and steel, per 
foanh article treanr eighteenth October, elgh- 
leen bundred and lorty-eMit,and third article 
treaty twelfth Hay, eignteen bundred and 
fifty-ftmr US 

For second of ten Installments of annuity upon 
two bandred thousand dollars, balance of three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars fbr cession 
of lands, per fourth article treaty eighteenth 
Oetober, eighteen hundred andrar^*i^t.and 
third article treaty twelfth Hoy, elgbtMO nan- 

dred and fifty-fbur 10,000 M 

JHtsffiMaqf jKinuoi. 

For permanent provision to blacknnith and as- 
sistant, and Iron and steel for shop, per fifth 
article treaty stxth October, eighteen hundred- 
and eighteen, and fonrtb anicle treaty fifth 
Jane, eighieoi bandred atui fii^-fonr M IB 

For permanent provision tat miller, in lien of 
gunsmith, per fifth article treaty sixth October, 
eighteeo bandred and eigbteen, fifth anicle 
treaty twenty-third October, eigbteen hundred 
sad thirty-four, and fourth article treaty fifth 
June, elfUeen noodred and fiftr-fonr (BO !• 

For their proportion of seventeentn of twenty in- 

' auUments in money, per second article treaty 
twentyreigbth November, eighteen hundred 
and toty, and fourth article tresiy fifth Jane, 
eighteen bundred and fifty-fiHir. 6,661 M 

For inierest on fifty thousand doUars, at five per 
centum, for educational purposes, per third 
artieie treaty fifth June, eighteen hundred and 
flibr-ftur .TTT. 9^96 

For fourth of six equal annual histallmenU to 
Hiamles residing on ceded lands, for purcbase 
of fonner peipetual and other annuities and 
Rlinqnlahment of claims, per fourth article 
treaty fifth June, eighteen hundred and Sftr^ 

fcor.. niTVU 

Mian^ts of tndUma. 

For their pr<M>onion of seventeenth of twenty In- 
staUmeatsIn money, peraecrad article treaty 
twenty-elgbth November, eighteen hundred 
and forty, and fourth anicle treaty fifth June, 
eigbteen nondred and fltly-four 36 

For Interest on investment of two hundred and 
twenty-one thousand twd'hnndred and fifty- 
seven dollars and eighty-six cents, at five per 
centum, for Miami In^ns ef Indiana, per 
Senate's amendment to founh anicle treaty 
fifth June, elgbuen hundred and fifty-four.... llJOt 66 

For the paymsnC to Israel Olingar, administnitar 
of Fianeu LaftMUabie, deceased, late principal 
ebtefof oald tiiba,of anamonni allowed to said 
decedent by tbe Indian department in eigbteen 
hnndred and fifty, and heretofore appcopriaied 
to saidrfiiirpDae,bat returned to the surplas 
ftnd on the tUrtietbdsy orjHne,eiabieen ban- 
dred and fifty-five „. 686 60 

M\ap\ie9 — Etl Rivtr. 

Fw pamwnent annuity In goods or oiherwfee, 
perftnutb article treaty third Angast, aeven- 
leen hnndred and ninety-five 600 00 

For permanent annuity in goods or oHwrwIae, 
per Uiird article treaty twenir-flm Augoat, 
eighteen hnndred and Ave 990 00 

For permanent annuity In goods or otherwise, 
per third and separate article to treaty tbirtieu 
September, eighteen hundred and nine n> 09 

JVavffjocr. 

For ftilfllttng treaty slipuiationa with Ibe Hava> 
Joes, puiBuant to the reqalMmanu of the inih 
article treaty ninth DspiambLT, tilghtnna bun- 
dred and fttrty-nlne. 1)960 06 

A1(9tM%, Pxt^aUMp, and oikw triktt md - 
htmdt if /ndtont. 
For flilfllling the artielea negotiated Iweniy- 
stxtb December, eighteen hundred and AAy- 
Ibur, with certain bands of Indians of Fugefs 
Sound, Waabington Terrimry ; 
For third instaUment in pan payment to reUn- 
qnlabment of tiUe to tends, to be mlled to 
beneficial objeeta, per ftmftb article treaty 
twenty-sixth December, eighteea hundred and 

fifty-four. ^DOO'90 

For third twenty InstatimenTs for pay of in- 
structor, smith, physician, carpenter, flirmer, 
and aidstaat. If necessary, per tenih anicle 
treaty twenty- sixth Dacembar, eighteen ban- 

SSdMdBftr-ibw. ..T. MNW 
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AfpropnatUm* 



m 00 



940 00 



Omakat. 

For IhiftI of three inrtiHmenti, In money or 
othorwlee, of ftwty ihou»Hid dollm eecii pw 
■nuum, per finirth "ticle UMty ■»«eenUi 
M*reti, e&teon hundred wmI nrtT-fl>ur.......i«^ 00 

For ttalfd often InBtallmeaW for sapportof « mU- 
loT, per eighth «rUcleirMityiUteenih Mwoh, 
eitfiteen hundred and flfty-four ."i* 

For third of tan iMtellmenls ft* rappon of black- 
■mltb and aMiBtuit. and iroa and ewel for 
■hop, per eiKhth erticle treaty sixieeDtb Haicn, 
•IsUteea hundred and flfty-four 

For third often inrtaUmenta for support oTftom- 
•r.per eiihth artlele tnatjr dxteanlh Hweh, 
^i&SeBbuBdndBndflftHiNir WO 00 

Oaaga. 

tet the laat of twenv fnfltallments, u annniiy, 
In money or oiherwue. per Mcond article treaty 
elereatb January, eignieen hundred and ihii- ^ ' 
ly-nine ^ »')"''>'" 

Fttr the taat of twenty installmenU for two smt toa 
eatabliahmeata, per second article treaty elev- 
enth Jtnuaiy, eJ^temi hundred and thirty- 
DiDB ■»'»""''' 

For tnterakt on siity-nine thousand une nundred 
and twenty dollan, at fl»e per centum, helng 
the velue of Bfly-four aectlona of land cet apart 
Mcond January, eiBhteen hundred end twen- 
ty-a?e, for aducaUanat purposes, per Senate 
raaolution nineteenth Jknnafy, ei^ueen huii- . „ 
dnd Wd ihirty-eighl V» «• 

Ottoei and MMtouriat. 

Vte Iki iHt of tbiM installmenla, bb annuity, 
iB noaey or otherwise, per fourtli anicle 
UM^fteenth March, eighteen handled and ^ 

Fw^id tf'ten'iDftallmenIa for payo'fn^er, 
Mr lewnih article treaty fifteenth March, 
eliblMa buodred and fifty-four - W w 

For third of ten inKallinents for blackiinith and 
aarinant, and Iron and steel for shop, per 
aaventh article treaty flfteenih March, elgh- 
teen hundred and fiaytfour . 

For third of t«n Innallmenta *^»^ 

ttn hundred and filty-Jbar 000 W 

OUmmi and ChippiBn nfMekigan. 
Wvt HcoDd of tan eqnal autual installments tte 
•dncatfonal porpoaea, to be expended under 
the diractkm of the Prealden t, accordina to the 
wMiea of the Indiaai, iO Ar u may be rea- 
•oaaUa and Jtisi, per aaeond article or uie 
matyofthlrty-llrrtJBly.eijhteeDhundredand ^ _ 

Fw aoemid of fin equal annual installmenu la 
' tnteniniml Implemenu nnd carpenten' tools, 
bo nee bold nimiture, and balMlni -natenals, 
oaule, labor, and neceaury uaeAil arUcles, 

aieeond article of Uie ireMy of thirty-Brst 
, eighteen hundred and fli»y-ave 13,000 00 

Fte second innollmetit for the enpport of roar 
blaeksmlth shops for ten years, tftwtetai 
article of the treaty of thlrty-firat Joly, ei^ 

teen hundred and fifty five *PHh 

For leeond installment of principal, payable an- 
noally for ten years, to be distributed f>*r 
emtta, In the URual manner of paying annu- 
lti«a,pereecondarticleof theireatyofthlrty- „ 

flmt elghieen hundred and Ony-Ave 10,000 00 

For imereat on two hundred and eighty-six thot.- 
bumI dollara, anpatd part of the principal snni 
of tbne hnndnd and alx thousand dollar*, far 
ona yw. at five per centum per annum, to be 
diMnbsied per cmts. In the usual manner of 
wlag anniitlea, per eecond article of the 
tteaty Df tbiny-flnt July, ei^teen hundred ,^ ^ ^ 

■odllftySva ;• I*i3<"00 

Fbr aeeond of ten equal annual Installmenu, In 



•ighteen bandied and fil^-flve 3>** W 

OUmnt ifKamn. 

FW tbeir proportion of the permanent aanuitlea 
in money, goods, or otherwise, payable under 
the foorth anicle of the treaty ol third August, 
aaventeen hundred and ,nmoty-flve, aeeond 
article of the treaty of seventeenth noTembe^^ 
eighteen hundred and asTen, fourth arilele of 
the treaty of seventeenth September, eighteen 



8,000 00 



1,000 00 



hundred and eighteen, and fourth article of the 
traaiy of twenty-ninth Auguet, eighteen bnn- 
drsd and tmnv-ona 

Pamwef. 

For agtieoltural lAiplementa, during the pleasure 
of the President, per fourth article treaty nintb 
October, ei^ieen hundred and ihiiqr-thioe. . . 

PoUnvalomiei. 

For parmanentannulty la silver, per fourth article 
trnan third August, eeventeen hundred and . „ 
nlneiy-fira vy-yr 

F« permanent anntiity In silrer, per third article 
treaty thirtieth September, eighteen hundred 
aailnlne 000 00 

For paiaMMSt namUj to P^?"!!?^ 
tawtrMMdOMolwr, aV»m budnd and 
•i^MU .....*.> 



MUM 



For permanent aunnity in money, per eecond 
article treaty twentieth Beptember, eighteen ^ ^ „ 
hundred and tweniy-eixht ■ • VMa" ^O 

For permanent annuity in specie, per aeeond 
article treaty twenty-ninth July, eighteen bun- 
dred and twenty-nine W,Oin 00 

For life annuity to chief, per ttalid- article treaty 
twentieth October, eighteen hundred and thir- 
ty-iwo 

For Ilfo annuity to chleft, per third article treaty 
tweniy-aixUiSeptembcr.eirfiteeBhnndrodand 
thirty-three.... r 700 » 

For education, during the pleasure of Congreai, 
per third article ttuaty elzteentb October, eigh- 
teen hundred and twen^-siz, second article 
treaw twentieth September, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-eight, and fourth article treaty 
twenty seventh October, eighteen hundred and . ^ „ 
thirty-two • W» » 

For permanent pmvielon for the payment of 
money, in lien of tobacco, iron, and steel, per 
second article treaty twendeih September, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eirtt, and tenth 
article of the treaty of the flftii and seTenieentta 
June, eighteen hundred and thrty-six aw 00 

For permanent provision for fifty barrels of salt, 
per aeeond article of treaty twen^-nlnUiJluy, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine ■I^IM 

For Interest on six hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, per aerenth 
articieoftbetreatyoftheflfthandaewntoertli 
June, e^teen hundred and forty-«U SU,lX 00 

PottaatUomiei cf Huron. 
For permanent anot^ty in money or otherwise, 

K second article trawy aevmteantb Novem- 
, eighteen hundred and aann WOO 

Quopou*. 

For education, during the pleasure of the Pre^ 
dent, per ihtrd article treaty thirteenth May, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three liOOO 00 

Forhlackemith and aasistani,shop and toola,and 
Iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure of 
tfci President, per thirt article treaty thirteenth ^ . „ 
Hay, eighteen hundred and thirty-three l,uBD TO 

For farmer,during the pieasnre of the President, 
per third article treaty thirteenth M<», eigb- 

teen hundred and thirty-three 000 TO 

FwlbtfilliBg treaties negotiated eighteenth No- 
veraher, elgbtMB hundred and Dfty-flMir, 
with certain bands of— 

ChMla. 8eob»h ^ ZAi^tftM ImKm. 
For tbiiri of flfteen iBstallmenM of amiiiiqr, to 
be ezpovded ai directed by the Preatdeat, per 
third article treanr eighieenih November, elgh- 

teen hundred and flf^-four 00 

For thh4 of Hftean InatallDwnia (hr the pay of a 
former, per fifth article treaty elgfaterath No- 

vembeL eighteen hundred and fifty- Ibur fiOO 00 

For third of Sve instalbneam formpport of two 
amiths and unlths'shops, per fifth article treaty 
eiatateenth Nove«foer> eiriteen bftadred and 

fifty-four 

For third of ten iastaHments for pay of physictaa, 
medicine, and expense of care of the nick, per 
fifth aiUele treaty eighteenth Movember, elgh- 

teen bundnd and finy-four 1^ 00 

For lUrd of fifteen inatalbnents for payof teach- 
en and parebaaa of hooka and statioaeiy, per 
fifth article treaty «h|hta«ithWiw«mhir,Bi^ 
teen hundred and flr^fonr l^MO 00 

lUigueRivtn. 

rot ftmrth of sixteen {nstallmentf In Uankete, 
clothing, forming utensils, and stock, per 
third article treaty tenth September, eighteen 
hundred and fifty three , M") 

Sua and Foxa cfMititt^. 
For permanent annuity In goodi or otherwise, 
per third anicle treaty ih&d November, eigh- 
teen hundred and four. 

For twenty-Blslh of thirty insiaHnenu as annuity 
I in specie, per third anicle treaty twenty first 
I September, eighteen hundred and thiny-two . . 90,000 00 
For iwenty-Blxtn of thirty Installments for gun- 
smith, per fourth article treaty twenty first 
September, eighteen hundred ond ihiny-two. . 
For twenty-siiui of tlurty Installmenu for iron 
and steel for shop, per founh article treaty 
tweniy-flrat September, eighteen hunured and 

thirty two 

For Iweniy-iixih of thirty InsmilmenU for Wock- 
smilh and assistant, shop and tools, per Iburth 
article treaty twenty-first September, eighteen 

hundred and thiny-two i"V * ^ 

For tweniy-slith of thirty Insmllmenia tbt iron 
and Heel for shop, per fourth article treaty 
twepiy-flrst September, eighteen hundred and 

thirty- two -. 

For twenty-sixth of thirty tnstalhnenta for forty 
barrels of salt, and forty kega of tobacco, per 
fourth article treaty twenty-fint September, 

eighteen hundred and thirty-two. 1,000 00 

pOTlntereat on two hundred thovaand doUan, 
at fire per centum, per second articta tioaty 
twenty-first October, eighteen hundred and ^ ^ 

thirty-seven • »;»0 00 

Far mtereat on eight hundred thonaand Mian, 
It five per centum, per Mcond artlele treaty 
eleventh Oetohar,ol|}jteen hundred and Kttf- 
mo •■' 4»^0TO 



8aet and Faxts Muemi. 
Ftar interest on one hnndrcd and tta^tn 
tboosand four hundred d<dlsn, u Bw 
eenttun, imder the direction of the TirsHm, 
per secoitd article treaty twenty-fimOciote, 

eirtteen hundred and thirty-serni rg. 

For the fhnrth and last instalbnent npo* fan*, 
eight thooaand doUaia, per accoad inidtDaB 
eighteenth May, eigbtMn bimdied ml ttj. 
fcur 

Sefueai. 

F» 



H- parmaamt aantdty la vede, f«r Nmik n. 
ticia treaty twenty-ninth eepieBbff,tl|liMi 

hundred and aeventeen- 

For permanent annnlty in epecie, per tanks, 
licle treaty seventeenth Beptember, dfliM 

hundred and eighteen 

For Uackamith and asutaat, Aop ud tub, 
aadiroaand ateel, during the yleamifte 
Frealdaet, par fowrth artick tre«j t«aq. 
»lgUh F«Draai7,eigbteenlnaaRdaliUi7- 

one. Ur 

For miller, during the pieasnre of the PieMai, 
per fourth article treaty tweniy-e^ FA- 
niBiy, dihieeB bandred and thirty-oat. 



•I 



Senuaa tfJftte Fort. 



1,000 DO 



fiOOOO 



fiao 00 



For pennuieat annalcr, to Ilea of laRnitt 
MogIL par actof BiaeMandi Febnuiy,(itfMii 
feoadred aad ihiiqr-ona W 

Fortotsreatjln Ilea of toTaatawat, oa Mfwr. 
five tbonaaad di4lara. at five ptr etKmi.Mr 
•Bt of twcnty-aevantb lane, dghteahuM 
andforqr-alx - >| 

For InteieBt, at five per ceatnm, on finr-am 
tboMaod and fifty doUan, tmufattd tm 
Ontario Bank to UM Vaitad StatrnTmivn 
par act of twantT-Mvaath Jue, elgUca to- 
dred and ftmr-dz Ul 

Senecss and SKawnm. 

Tot permanent annoltr to specie, per fart 
article tntaty ssveBieeath Beptcasber, d|tMa 
hundred and ei^tcea Ill 

For blacksmith and asd slant, shop ud tiKh,ai 
iron and steel A>t shop, datiBtUw|ileiNn< 
the President, per fourth arucle (ruiTisa. 
tieth July, ugbteen biindred aad tbin]^.. Jl 

Shmonta. 
For permanent annuity for edneaHonal pnpMCi, 

ter fourth article treaty third AugnA.inann 
nndred and ninety-five, and third snkhtnu^ 
tenth Hay, eighteen hundred and Gltr bo... HI 
For fourth Installment of inierert, u fin p 
oenuui, on forty thCMuaod dotlan,ftrrin- 
Uon, per third article treaty ientli Mij, 

teen hundred and fifty-four >•< 

For Iburth of eight anooal installmenaornnH. 
In payment iw lands, per third irtck 
tenth May, eighteen hundred aad fi fty-fta-^- lUl 
For permanent annuity for edncatiOBil pet^ 

Eer founh article treaty twenty-ninth Sfjua- 
er, eighieeo hundred and seventeen, udifari 
article treaty tenth Hay, eighteen hnrnMut 
flfty-foer 

St* JVoltofu AVw York. 
For permanent aimuity to elotUni ul ^ 
usefol articles, per sixili ardde tie«j rinna 
November, eeventeen hundred ud ok? 
four....* * 

Stons <t^Jlfitfutippi- 
For intereeton tbne hundred dwamal tf» 
Bt five per eentnn, per second aniw 
tweBty-nigtb S^tambei, eighwa*^^, 

and Uiirty-eevmi 

For seventh of fifty Inatalbnents or 
five per oenuun, on one million ttaret bain 
and sixty thousand dollan, per ftwtb Bnd< 
treaty twenty- tiiird July, ei^teen bsadw »< , 
fifty-one 

For seventh of fifty installmenu »' •"""'J 
five per centum, on one bandrfd tnd iw« 
thousand dollars, being the awomn*;^ 
the reservations set apart in tfac uin 
of Senate's amendment of |wetii;-iliiidJKt< 
eighteen hundred and flfty-iwo, " 
twenty-third July, eighteen buodnd wST- y,| 

For"eeventh' oC fifty insmilmentt of liw^ 
five per centum, on one miUioa w*? 
and siitv thnoiand dollBiB,aer ftm*«« 
treaty fifth AugoM, el|bteeB baadwdadW jjj 

For •eventh' of fifty installmenu of ii»J^ 
five per ceniQjn, on sixty-nine fooesiM ^ 
lara, being the amount allowwi in li« o " 
res?rvatidn of lands set apart l»T «>^™ 
article of Senate's amendment rf"^ 
third June, eighteen hundred and Mp^ri 
treaw twentrflAh Ao|a«,eiiUi>a |ft 
and fif^-oae 

Treaty <f F&rt Lmmi. 

For eevenih of ten InitaJImenti, ia 
and merchandise, for payment of ""f": 
and transportation of the "«TO«f^ 
of Indlani, per seventh arhel«ff«^«^ 
taaBttaSeMemba,elgbieeBbDadnan"v 
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VMpitwa, {Cov>preek Sakd.) 
pM fourth oT twenty inMallmentt in blanket!, 
clotiiing, proviniou, nod atock, per tblrd uU- 
cle treaty nUeteitntli Septanber, eigbtMB 

liiindfed und Sny-ttuee $590 (10 

Fuimiing tiie articlea ot twanty-ninth Novem- 
ber, i^ieen taiudrM and HRj-toat, with 
tlw— 

Un^pquM and Cstoootct, Un^tqua 

yaltey, Oregon. 

For third of Ave Insiolimenu of mduI^ Tot 
beneflcial objects, to be ezpettded Dm diiected 
by the Preaident, par third anleto trsMy 
iwenty-nlntb Novaabar, e%bie«a bandnd 
nod day-tour S,000 00 

For third at ten in«tillnient> ft>r the pay of a 
blackanilh, and nimiehbiK ehop, per dxth 
article treaty twenty-ninth November, dgb- 
teen hundred and dity-fbur 1,000 00 

For third of fifteen inBtallment* for the pay of a 
physician and purchBueof roedlelne*. periiztb 
article treaty twenty-ninth Novemner, eigh- 
teen hundred and fliiy-fbur.-. 1^000 00 

For third of ten inatoJImenta for the pay of a 
Arintrr, per siiih article treaty iwenty-nloth 
November, eighwen hundred and flfty-fonr. 000 00 

For third of twenty inaiallments for the pay of a 
teacht^r and parebaee of booki and ttaHoaery, 

Kr aixtb arttcle treaty twenty-ninth NoTCm- 
r, eighteen boodred and iOy-toat 700 00 

Utaki. 

For fldllDlBg treaty Mipobitioga with the Utabs, 
punuant to tbe reqaimnanH of flf|hlb wtida 
usuy tbMath Deewabar, dipttwn Inndred 
mail lorg^ilBa ... S,Ouo 00 

fnnnehagoea. 

For twenty- nhith of thiny inBtallmeoti as aomi* 
ity. In specie, per Becoud article treaty flnt An- 
gutt, eigfauen hundred and twenty-nine 18,000 00 

For twenty-sizitaof twenty-eeven installments as 
aanuiiy. In iip«cle, per third article treaty flf- 
teentli September, eighteen hundred and thir- 
ty two 10,000 00 

For twenty-nlutli of thirty iDstallnients for flny 
barr<!ls of Mlt, per second article treatv first 
August, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine... SSO 00 

For iwcnty-ninch of thiny iostallmeDts for three 
thousand pounds oftobacci^ per aeeoad aniclo 
treaty HHi Aiigut, alghimB hundred aad 
twcnty-niae 000 00 

For iwenty-nixth of twenty-seven Laetttllments 
for one tbonnand Ova hundred pnnndi of to- 
bacco, per dlUi article treaty dfteenih Septem- 
ber, eigbteeB hundred and thiny-two..- 300 00 

For twenty-ninth of ihlny inxuUtments Am- three 
amiths and assistants, per third article treaty 
flratAuguUieiRtateenhundredandtwcnty-nlne, S,1G0 00 

For twenty-nuiEli of thirty Installments for iron 
and steel fbr sbop, per third article treaty first 
August, eighteen liuudred and twenty-nine... WO 00 

For twenty-ninth orthinyinatallmenufor laborer 
and oxen, per third article treaty flrst August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine 365 OO 

For twenty-sixth of twenty-sevea iasialliDcota 
<iiT education,perft>anharticle treaty Oftoenth 
Scpiembcr, eighteen hundred and thirty-two. . 9,000 00 

For iweniy-Bisih of twenty -aevrn Installmenu 
for six Bgrteultnrists, pureliaae of oxen, plows, 
and other implemenu, per flftii article treaty 
Itfteenth SefHember, eighteen hundred and 

thirty-two fi,500 bO 

For twenty-sixth of twenty-seven installments 
for the [uy of two pbyslclaas, per ffllh article 
treaty fiiteenth September, eigliieeit hnndted 

■nd thirty-two 400 00 

For interest on one million one hundred thou* 
•and dollars, at five per centum, per foonh ar- 
ticle treaty first November, tigbteen hundred 

and thirty-seven 85,000 00 

Por eleventh of thirty Insiallmeni* of interest on 
ai^i^-fiveibonsand dollars, at dve per »ntum, 
per ibnrtb article treaty thirteenth October, 
eighteen hnmdreri and forty-aix. . : 4^ 00 

Wyandotn, 

for tbe laat of thi«e equal Inttallmema npon titres 
hundred and ei^i^ tbouMUid daUafa,in Ilea of 
former nnnniiiea nnd dalma, per stilh article 
trcniy thiny-flrst Janoarr, eifhteu bu mired 
and ony-flve U8,060 87 

JlliieeUantoua. 

Pnr carrying inu efluct the act of third March, 
e'ighteea hundred and nineteen, making prt^ 
visions fbr the civilisation nf tite Indian uiMa, 
III addition to the sum' specified in eaid act.... 5,000 00 

Fnr sul^'eyinR and marking the boundaries of the 
ChoctawandChickouw countries, and for de- 
termining and marking the ntn<tty-elghtb de- 
gree of west longitude, per ninth and nine- 
teenth articles treaty twenty-second Jime, 
eighteen buDdred anil flAy-dve 6,000 00 

For the oxpenees of surveying the bonndariet of 
Indian reserratioo^ and of surveying, allot- 
ting, and deffn/np indfaO reserves and half- 
breed lands, and in, Atber Incidental expettses 
of cimyfng int^ rLLjn the treatku with the 
Indian ifibesfo AtT^jI^iaJi. »»* w'* 'he Chip- 
gewa ladka, J^lcb'Sf'^atipfi and of Lake 
SupsrJtw.m (^(ae j^rtbe aaid treaties pro- 




For medals (br Indian cbleik. ^^000 00 

For the expentea of collsctint and estaMiaUiig 
the foutltem Comaocbefl, wjchliawa, and «er- 
taiu other banda of IndlaBS, on leaei tathma to 
be loeaied aonth of tba Arkanaas ilv«r, and 
weat<rftheiilnev-elgbltadefrBBoriODgiuide.. SIMWOI 
For nafllUng treatiaa with tba Sbuiz of tba 
MlBBlesipid, via: 

For tbe taappropriatlon ofthla amount, being the 
legittmate balance fbnnd due to tbe Hedaws- 
kan-loaa and Wdpoy-koo-tah Sioax^ under 
the treaUeaof elgbteea hundred and thirty and 
eighteen hundred and ibirty-seven, fnr moneys 
heretoltorc carried to the auT[dtu fbnd, to be 
paid to said Indians as annuity, or applied as 
the President may direct, in whole or In part. 
An- tbe civUizatiop and fenetsl improvement 
or said Indiana «t,Ml <7 

For compenaftllon of three miecial agents and 
three interpreteia Or tbe IncUan Iribea of Tex- 
aa, and for parehiaa of preaenia. 18,00010 

For the expeiiaea of colonising, supporting, and 
nimlsUng agricultuial impleneoto and stock 
fbr the Indiana in Texas 71,70? SO 

For the general incidental expeuaes of tbe Indian 
aervice in California, includinf tmvellna ex- 
penses of the superintendent, agents, anifaub- 

' agenta 17/100 00 

For defraying the exfienaes of the removal and 
aubsistence of Indians of California, to the 
reservation in that State, and fbr pay ofphyii- 
cians, amitbi, mecbaiUcs, and laborers, u the 
reaervaliona 103,000 00 

Fortbfl general incidental expenses of tbe Indian 
service In the Territory of Utah lOfiW 00 

For the general incidental expeoaea of tbe Indian 
service in Oregon Territory, Including Inaur- 
ance and transportation of annnltlea, goods, 
and presents, and office and traveling expensea 
ofthe>upei1ateadent,agenls,andeub agenU, 30,S00 00 

For adiueting difficulties and preventing out- 
brean among the Indlaob in the Territory of 
Oregon , 10/100 00 

For defraying the expenses <tf tbe removal and ^ 
■ubsistence of Indians in Oregon Territory to 
tbe reservations therein, aiding tbem in pro- 
curing their own aubiisicnce, purchase ofpn- 
vlaione and presents, compensation of laboreis 
and other employes , SO^lOO 00 

For restorlns and maintaining peace with Indian 
tribes In Oregon Terhtoiy, or so much thereof 
as may be nrcesaary fbr expenditure during the 
year ending ibirtleih of June, eighteen hundred 
ane Afty-seven , 964,000 00 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in Wasliiogton Territory 40,000 00 

For restoring and maintaining peace with Indian 
tribes in Washington TerritoiT, or so much 
thereof a> may be nccemary for expenditure 
during tbe year ending thirtieth of June, ei^ 
teen hundred end a:ly-seven TifiK UO 

For delVaying the expenaes of the removal and 

, subsistence of Indians of Washlnginn Terri- 
tory to tbe reservations therein, aiding tbem 
in procuring their own subsistence, purchase 
of pravUiona and presents, and compensation 
of laborcraond necessary employes 00,000 00 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian 
aervice In the Territory of New Mexico, pfca- 
enta of goods, agricultural Implements, and 
other useful articles, and in sMiating theaa to 
locate in permanent abodes and sustain tbam- 
aelves by the pursuits of civilised life, to be 
expended under the direction of the Seetetaiy 

oTihe Inieriot. d7^n0 00 

To carry into effect treaties With the Ottawm 
and Chippewa Indians, viz: 

To enable the Secretary of the Iniaitor to pay to 
Kiauwais, or Dnvld King, of Carp aad Cboea- 
laie rivers, Hlchigaii, the amount designed W 
have been secured to him In the truth article 
^f the treaty oftwenty-eigbth March, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, with the Ottawaa and 
Chippewas, if be aliail, on full Investigation, 
be aatlsficd the same has not been paid....... 100 00 

For payment of thin amount to William King, In 
accordance with schedule " C,** attachM to 
the treaty with the Hix Nations trf'New York, 
proclaimed April Ibunb. eij^ieen bnadredRnd 
forty, in acconlnnce with tbe raaoliitioa of the 
Senate of March tlMntr-lifUl, eighteen tann- 
dred and forty 1,500 00 

For expenses of aurveving and marUi^ tbe ex- 
ternal bouudaries of Indian puebkM In tbt Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico 3,790 00 

To complete tbe ■amy of tbe Creek boundary, 
as required by tbe treaty, to beexpended vnder 
the proper authority 94,500 00 

To pay to the legal repreaeoutives of Arthur 
Siaemore Iburteen hundied and twenty dollan, 
and to the legal repreaenutive of John Semi. 
Simmuicc, or Semoice, eleven hundred anil 
sixty-three dollars, the said claima belngfbond 
In tbe aupplementary ab«tmct of adfltlonat 
claims acroupaaylDg General HttctaaUl re- 
port, which arise under the Creek treaty of 
eighteen hundred and fbarteen 8,363 00 

For the payment of the claim of C. M. Hitch* 
cock, executor of Colonel A. R. 8. Uiitnter,for 
supplies of provisions to tbe Cherokee*, under 
the authority of Brigadier Qeneml Wool and 
of J. B.Scheniterhoiu,conmlsaionerfhrnego- 
ttaling tbe trsaty wltb Ibe (%erokee8,ftom Uto 
twantrelxib oflHantafotha ilstMaaiorJilr, 
•l*leMhiu4niadtUi4^... W» 



For payment of tbemliM of pmpeiVaf Baker 
and Street, destrttyed In enteen hiiBdred and 
ftfty-Dva by Ibe BMway ladaaa, to be deducted 
Ooa ihe aMinihiea payaUa to tbeoaM IndiMie* 



#90 00 



#3,550,065 71 



By the act making ftppropriatitHas for the aerrica 
of the Post Office x}epartment during the fiacai 
year ending tbe thirtbtb of Jane, eij^tMn hui^ 
dred and flny-eight. 
For transportation of die malls, (Inlaad).....KUflUM7 W 

For compensation of poatmaatera ti^MMOO 09 

For afaip, steamboat, and way letteta. 90,000 Oi 

For wrapping paper 4^00 m 

ForofBceftinutnrelnthaMBtoaiceB MOO OS 

Fbradv«rtlalng....t ^7.. aSoOOO* 

PormaUbv 68,000 011 

For blanks, and paper fbr tbe same 9^000 09 

For mail- mekStkeya, and auunpe 1^000 OB 

For mall iRpredatkma and special agentt 6S|000 OS 

For clerks in tbe offlces of poetmaBtete 76^000 00 

For postage atampa and stamped envelopee SSjOOOOt 

For mlscellanoous Items 170^000 00 

To anpply deflcieneiee in the revenue of the Poet 
Office Department (br the year eodioi the thir- 
tieth of June, eighteen hundred and fitiy-aeven,H8,B6l OO 
To •apply dcAcienciea In tbe revenue of the 
Post Office Department fbr the year endf ngthe 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and flfty- 

eight '..r. 9,500,000 « 

To enable the Postmaster General to esublish 
and put in fetation a semi-monthly mail, by 
sea, from San Fiandaco, In tbe atate of Coli- 
Ibmla, to Olyrapia, in the Territory of Waab- 
Ington, touching at Humboldt Bay, Trinidad, 
and Crescent City, in the State of^ Colilbmta t 
Fort Qrford, Oaidlner City, or Umptina. and 
Astoria, In the Terrtmry of Oregon j BbooI- 
weter Bay, Fort Townsend, in the Territory 
of Washington j and at aucn other polnta as 
ahall be designated by the Fostmaiter Oen- 

enl US^ODO OB 

To enable the PoatmasterjSeneral to continue 
tbe mail service between Charleston, Key 
West, and Havana, during the months of Au- 
gust and September in each year fbr the res- 
idue of the present contract term of the south- 
ern eectioa hy a comoetent ateamer, as It to 
now being perflmed dulni tan nmoiheof the 
year 10,000 On 

•14^130 00 



By the act making appropriatione for Fortifica- 
tions and other Worka of Defense, and for 
repairs of Barracks and Q,uarters, for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-eight. 

ForFonMoatgomenr, outlet ofZiBkeChamplaln#90kUIC 00 
For Fort Knox, at ibe Nanows of Iba Panob- 

eeot river, Maine 80,0)10 00 

For fortiflcauoiia at the entranet of the Ken- 
nebec river, Hatae 100,000 OO 

Fm the commencement of a fortifieailoD oa Hog 

lalandlBdge,inPortlandbatbor,Malne... . 80,000 00 
For Fort Warren, Bostoo harbor, and preaenv 

tioa of its atte UUW) 00 

Far Fort mnibiop, Gonniw^ Island, Boaioa 

harbor 3BJI0OO0 

FortbrtUkatioaaat tbe aanaea of-New Bed- 

fbrd harbor 180^ 00 

For Fon Adana, pniacthMi of alts, NMrpon 

harbor, Kbode Uand 15,000 00 

For Fort Scbnyter, Bast river, New Terfcbarbor, MflOU 00 
For Fort Rlchmmtd, Staten triand, New 7orfe 

harbor 150,000 00 

For fbrtiflcaUons at Bandy Hook, New Jetaer, 

ouilet of New York harbor aBO,«0U 00 

For the commencement of a fbrt opposite Port 

Schuyler, New York 150,000 00 

For the erection of a fbrt on the site of Fact 

Tompkinf, in the State of New York ISOJIOO 00 

For Fon Delaware, on Delaware river SOOjuO 00 

For Port Carroll, Bollers's Point Bats, Balthaore 

harbor, Maryland UOJBOO OO 

For Port Calhoun, Hampton Roada, Virginia... .lOMN A 
For Fort Sampler, Charlestoa harbor, South 

Carolina lOOJNM) 00 

For Foa Pulaakl, Savannah river. Georgia S^OOO 00 

Fnr Fort Clinch, entrance to Camperiand Sottad, 

Florida 73,000-00 

For Fon Bansacaa, Pensacola harbor, Ftortda-. 8^000 00 
For Fon Qainee, OaupUn IslbBd, cnmaee to 

Mobile bay, Alabama. 100,000 00 

For defenses at FioGiar%LaadlnA I'ka Boigne, 

Loutoiaaa 95X00 00 

For Fort Ll^nMon, OfiBd Ten* Itlaad, Bana> 

taria bay, LoaiilaBa, aad uiea a i ' va tloa of Us 

site 90JMIOOB 

For Fon Taylor,>Key West, Florida 000,000 00 

For Fon Jeffbiaon, Garden Key, Florida 300,000 00 

For fortlftcatlons at Aleatiaa ulaad, Sm Fran- 
cisco bay, CaUfbmla M.... 9UO,1)00 00 

For fbrt at Fort Point. 8aa Fkaaetwo kVf Cali- 
fornia .7. 300,000 00 

For repain at Port HamUloa, at tbe Narrows, 

New York barber 10,000 00 

Per ropaba at PWt Laflntlia, New Tot* barbor, lO/M 00 
F»rstoofPttrtiKoi,BiitoirtMaB<.irew 

T«inM........V7. MOOflO 
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ForbUTsdu, qmrun, ud hMpltal at Fort Co- 

ImnbnSfGoTeroor'B laluid, New York bubor414,0(n 00 
For purchase or additioDal Iwid for aite of Pan 

Tompkioi <i|300 DO 

For modification ofPort Madiaon, AanapoliB bar- 

bor.Marytud SO.OOO 00 

Forarteaian well at Port Monroe. 10,000 00 

For repairs of Fart Jaduon, Sanasab dTar, 

Ooorfla. 18^ 00 

For the fortinoilioa of SUp lalaud, eoMt ofHla- 

•iiBippi TTT. 100,000 00 

For fonillcaUoni for Ibe defeiiM of the Inner 
MUHea into Mobile bay, (known « Qnufe 
Paae and Faoa au Heron) 100 000 00 

For repairs of Fort Pickena, Peoeacola barbor, 

FloriSr 15,000 00 

For ntpaira and extension of Fort St. FbiUp, Hla- 
aia«ippi river, Louisiana SC,000 00 

For repairs of Fort Macomb and presecration of 
site, Chef MenteurPasd, Louisiana 7,000 00 

For repairs of Tower Dupre, Bayon Dupre, Loa- 
isiona, and perfecting title of Kite 12,000 00 

For fonlHcaUons for the dcfRnse of the entrance 
to Galveston harbor and bay, Texas 60,000 00 

To purchase a site and construct additional d«- 
fenses for San FroDcisco, CallRMmla 300,000 00 

For contingeBt expenses ofninillcations, fbr pres- 
ervation of Biles, protection of titles, and repairs 

, of sodden diunages 30,000 00 

For repairs and oiierations of barracks, qnartots, 
bospiials, ■tore-rooms.and fences, at perma- 
nent foru not occupied by troops 19,000 03 

.For the construction of peraiiment pl&tformt for 
modern cannon of large cahber. In the existing 
foniOcauoBs of importaat fiotbon 100,000 00 

$S,971,3U0 00 



By the act nmlcin^ apprbpriattona for the aapport 
of the Army for uie year ending the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and mty-eight. 
For expenses of recruiting, traneportatiOD of recruits, three 
iDOnttas' extra pay to non-com nilasioned officrrs, mnal- 

dans, and privates on retnlistmen 9IiO,000 00 

For pay oflhe Army 3,S50,009 00 

Forcommutation of otncera'subdstence 999,901 00 

For payofolBcen ofthe Military Academy 1,680 00 

For commutation of subainenceof officers ofthe 

Military Academy 1,099 00 

For commutation offbrage fbr officers' borssa...l83|S36 00 
For pavmenta to discharged soldiers for clfthing 

not drawn 50,000 00 

For payments In lieu of clothing for officeia' ser- 
vants 3!l,8>0 00 

For anbslstencB In kind 1,960,834 00 

For clothing fbr the Army, camp and ganiaon 

equipage 895,607 73 

For the regular supplies of the auart«nDastar*s 
department, conABtinf Of flMl for the officers, 
enlisted men, guard, bospitais.storekooses, ana 
offlcesi fiua^ in kind fbr tbe horses, mules, 
and oxen of the qaartermsster's departinent at 
tfce aavenl posu and stations, and with the 
■nnfes In ma field i fbr the boisea of the two 



nles of infkntry as may be mounted, and fbe 
the aiitboriaed namber of ofRcen' borscs whan 
•erving in the fleU and at Iba omposts I of atrnw 
tK eoldien' beddiafc and of staHoB ct y, In- 
clitdlng eompany ana oiber Hank-bows ft* 
the Army, certificates for dlsdiarged soldi en, 
blank fbnna lur (he pay and qoartennasttr'a 
departments | and for tne printing of divisioD 
, and department ordeis, Anay legnlations, and 

' leporu i;ni^008 W 

For die Incidental axpsnsas of tta qoartemaa- 
ter^ department, conslsthig ot poMan on lot- 
Mtaand pack^es received and sent BgrtAean 
of the Amy on pablic servfea; ezpensea of 
eoorta-niartul ana connaof inqnlry, ineladinK 
the additional eompensulon to Jndges-ad- 
Tocate, recorder*, meoibor*, and witnesses, 
ariiile on Ibat sotvice, ander ibe act of Marak 
rizteentlu algliiaen bmidfed and two t asin 
to soldiers employed under the dtfoetfoa 
of the qnanenniMter's departrasBlf IB Uia 
, erectloo of barracks, qaaneis,Btan!lMMues,titl 
hoapitaJs; tlie constraetion of roads and oUiar 
eoMtant labor, fbr periods of not lets than tan 



employed as clerks at divliion and department 
hraAquarters t expenses of exoreeses to and 
from the fhntler posts aad armies in the field : 
of escorts (o paymasters, other dUtafstag oA- 
cers and traias, wtten mUliary escorts rannot 
be flunished ; expenses ofthe iotarmontof non- 
oommlslsimad OBCMs and tiddlers ; antborised 
olBee ftuiritani bira <tf laborers In the guar- 
tenaaster^ depsrtatrat, lachiding hire of In- 
terpreters, spies,aadgsMeslbrUie army; com- 
pensation of clerk to oAcera of the quartOF- 
matter's department] oompeasatloa of fbrage 
and wnaon -masters, auihorixed by the act of 
inly fiftS, eighteen hundred and tbirty-elgbt t 
fbr the apprehension of deserters, and the ex- 
penses Incident to their pnrsnlt; uie ftiOowing 
expenditures requirad for the two reglnMits 
of dragoons, the two lefflmeMs of eanliy, the 
iMinwat armute4 riMMOi aad Bioh eon- 
V«lnariiiftM7M"*rtaMMMa^vli(aia 



pnrcbase of traveling forges, blacksmiths' and 
shoeing tools, horse and mules* sboea and nails, 
iron and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary 
Buneoos, medicines tor horses and mules, 
picket topes, and shoeing the horses of those 
corps *t40,000 00 

For constructing barracks and other buildings 
at posts which it may be necesHry to occupy 
during the year; and for repairing, altering, 
aad enlarging buildings at the established poets, 
Including hire or commutation of quarters fbr 
officers on military duty; hire of dnarteiv fbr 
- troops, of storehouses for the safe-keeping of 
military stores, and of gmnnds fbr summer 
cantonments; for encampments aad temporary 
frontier stations 800,000 00 

For mileage or allowance made to officers ofthe 
Army for the transportation of themselves end 
their baggage, when traveUog on duly without 
troops or escorts 190,000 00 

For tmnrportatlon of the Army, including bag- 
gage ot the troops when movliig cither by land 
or water; of clothing, camp and ganisoa 
eqnipage, fVom the depot atHiiladelphM totbe 
several posts and Army depots ; botse equip- 
ments, and of subsistence fh>m the places of 
purchase and from the places of deli very, under 
contract, to such places as the circumstances 
ot the service may require it to be sent ; of 
ordnance, ordnance stores, and small-arms, 
from the ibunderles and armories, to the arse- 
nals, fortifications, fhtntier posts, and Army 
depots ; flights, wbarfbge, tolls, and ferriages ; 
ibr the puicoase and Mre of horses, mules, and 
oxen, aad the purchase and repair of wagoos, 
carts, drays, ships, and other sea- going vessels 
snd boats for the transportation of supplies, 
and for garrison purposes; fbr drayogs and 
cartage at the several posts; hircof teamitera; 
tranq»rtation of lUnas fbr the pay and other 
disbursing departments; the expense ofsaiUng 

Siblic transports on the Tarioos rivers, the 
ulf of Mexico, and the Atltatie and PacUle; 
and Ibr procuring water at such posts as fretn 

»[tuation require that it be brouAt fhnn 
ncc ; and for clearing roads, and remov- 
ing obstructions fh>m roads, harbors, and rlvera, 
to the extent wnich may be required Ibr the 
actualo|>erationsofthotroop8onthefh>ntier,l,ea0,000 00 
For the purchase of borses for the two regiments 
of dragoons, the two regiments of cavuiy, the 
regiment of^ mounted rltlenien, the companies 
of^llgbt artillery, and such inthntiy as it may 
be found necessary to mount at the fhmtier 

posts 190,ON0O 

For contingencies of the Army 13,000 00 

For the medical and hospital departments 105,000 00 

For contingent expenses of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral's department, at division and department 

headquarters 400 M 

For compensation ofthe deik and meseogerln 

the ofnce ofthe commanding general 8,000 00 

For conUngent expanses of the office of the com- 
manding general 300 00 

For armament of fbrtlfleatfcms 300,000 00 

For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, 
including horse equipments tot the mounted 

regiments 00 

For tbe enrrent expenses of the ndnaaca aei- 

Tlce JMfin 00 

Fat arsenals, ineiodlng ftny thoosand doUan fix 

aiaeaal In Callfbrnla 137JM 00 

To anaMe ibe Secretary of War to porehase not 
•xcaadlog aeven hundred and lll^-two thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty one aqnare ftet 
of ground adiacent to the Wa shi ngton arsenal, 
and for tbe use thereof, 'at a price not esesod- 
ing ten eeats per (bot, and for the purdmao of 
tbe ImpnvemeBM apon sold poond, and tor 

the necessary draining of a pan thereof. 80>4S0 10 

Far coattadng tbe upeiimsnt of sinking arta- 
alan walla opon itaa pnUic laods, » oa u- 
peadcd under the direction of tbe Sacrttary 

of War t , 100,000 00 

For repaira and new maeUnery at 8piii|add 

vtaary, Hassachasetts 68^085 00 

For the erection and eonideilDn of the water- 
shops at Bpringfleld ormocy 70,965 00 

For repairs and UnprDvameato and now machin- 
ery at Harpcr'j Ferry 34,970 00 

Pm Anishfag and fumubing the armory Ibr the 

militia of the Diitlriet of Columbia 7,897 00 

For surveys for military defenses, goognpUcal 
sx{doraliona, and reconnoissances, for mili- 
tary purposes ISfiW 00 

For pnrcbase and repoin of iMtruNieaia 15^00 

For continuing the survey of the nortiiein and 
northwestern lakes,includinfLBtoBiqMllor.. 60,000 00 

For printing charts of laka surveys 5^000 00 

For machinery, tools, and fixtures required tin 
an arsenal of eoustrtietioa at Foyetteville, 
North Carolina, including the cost of pattiag 

the machlneivlnplaee. .t 80,350 00 

For repaira of the Government bridge, over MiU 

eraek. Old Point Comlbrt, VirginU 800 00 

For rebuilding the banaeks at Cariisle, Pennsyl- 
vania, which were destroyed by lira on the 
twenty-second Januajy, elghteei. bundled and 

fifty-seven 95,000 00 

For the purchase of stoves for the quartera of 

officers and soldiers of the Army 90,000 00 

To enable the Secretary of War to settle the ' 
accotutsof the three (^cers of the Anny who 
wars sent to Europe In the year eighteen han- 
dled and Afty-Ave to enUaet iateaatfon on 

MUMiraAin 40ttm 



For the puipose of making further tesa «( ng. 
metal ftar heavy cannon u^, 

For competing tbe Point Douglas *a4 iitm'^ 
Louis river rood 

For completing tbe Point Douglas and Pan 
ley road 

Porrepairiof thebridgeoverCansoorim.,.., ib, 

For pay, sutMiatence, and eommaied alUwuct 
of six companies of volunteen. calM hi 
tbe service of tbe United States m New Htx- 
Ico, In the year eighteen hundred and Utt- 

flve mn, 

For fbnge, transportation, camp and sunn 
equipage, and incidenial expenses M nil 
troops, while In service 

For reimbursement of the qturtenasam't de> 
paRment, for the expenses of a ny caufUT, 
called into service nr Brffadlar Qmnl Gn- 
land, In the year eigueaa haadnd asd tOf- 
fbur ,T itii 

For the construction of barracks and qsuim 
at a mllltaiT post to be estsMidied in the sonk- 
em part or Minnesota Territory, fbr the po- 
tection of the asttiements on the Red Bin 
the North, in addition to tbe sum of fin thoo- 
sand doUan ai^ropriaied by tbe act eujsu 
"An act for the erection of a military fMttm 
or near tbe Pembina rtver, fn lbs TennuytT 
Minnesota, and for other puq>oses," ippimd 
the seventerath of February, elgbteea kisiM 
andfifty-flva I^i 

To enable the Secretary of War to payto tbe 
Stats of Arkansas such sums of miKj m 
were paid by said State, under the tubant; 
of the set of the Legislautre of tint Sait, 
approved JaauaryllfUi, fligtateeafauntodnil 
forty-niae, totheBeatoa eoaanr aililii, caM 
into servtee fov Colonel W. E. Ogdsn, ui J^, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, ander lequii- 
tlon of tbe Governor of that State, to reaa li- 
cunionBOfibeCbercAee Indians..., ijqi 

To enable the Secretary of War to sttUe lia 
actual and necessary expenses Incnntd If 
the militia called Into service in tbe Terrinj 
of New Mexico by acting Governor Mesvrir, 
in the year eighteen hundred and fif^-faat.u 
Suppress Indian hostilities in ssU terrivrt, 
upon the presentation by the Goremof of nil 
Tenritoiy to the said Secretary, s m\, ircn- 
nte, and detailed statement or estimate of tbe 
actual and necessary expenses lacurred 
said milllia, accompaafed by proper rwdMi 
and sails Ihciory proof ofthe correcinM itaa» 
or authenticated in confbnnlty with die onp* 
of the Department tMl 

For the purpose of canying into eihct Ibe jaei 
resolution entitled *' Jofni restdution dtieaxf 
the payment of certain volonteeis sad sslifii, 
ander tbe limitations therein prescribed," 
proved August eight, eighteen baodied ni 
Ibrty-Bix Ul< 

For payment of the arrearages of salaiy dse a 
the late clerk of the board of Arniyoicen 
appolated under the act of ihirty-llratAngsn. 
e viteen hundred and flfty- two, at tbe tisM ii 
was dissolved ■.- tt' 

I1ULC! 

By the act making appropriationa for tk*!,^ 
tative. Executive) and Judicial Exp»a 
Govemment for the year enduu the wk 
of June, eif^teen huodred and SSj-s^ 

For eompensation and iailea|eofSeMtaa....|Si3i 

For ctMnpensatloo of the ofBcen, derki, oet- 
sengera, and others reeetving an snaml at 
aryln the service of tUe Beauts, vis: 

flecretaryof tbe Senate !)*' 

Officer charged With the dlriiursemeab <f Ae 

Senate *' 

Chief clerk !»' 

Principal cleric aad ntinefpal executive dot a 
the oOee of Ibe Becratarrofthe Beaui.a 
two tbousaad one hnndred aad sUy *«" 

each ^' 

Eirtt clerks in office of the Scereisiv tCte 
Senate, at one tbousaad eighi banm al 

fifty ddlars each .TTT. 

Keeper of tbe stationery ■ 

Two messengers— one at one tbonisBd w 
eighty doUars, and one at seven fansiM — , 

fifty aoUers..;. 

One page jjf' 

84i«eant-at-Arms and Domfceeper. 

Assistant Doorkeeper ^Cl 

Postmaster to tbe Senate ;^!. 

Assistant postmaster and mail carrier 

TwomailboyY.atnlnehnndreddollaneKb..- ^1 

Snperintendent of the document nam 

Two assistants in document rotmi, at one ikos- ^ 

sand two hnndred dollora each • rSJi 

Superintetident of the fblding room I 

Two messengera, acting OS asslMant iooMf 

erB,atonaUiOTtsBndllTCkadi»idsllniW*r *" 
Sixteen messengers, at one ih n a Ma J t«e hs- 

dred dollars each iSi 

auperintsndenthi charge of Seaaiefbmica..- W 

Asaittant in cbaige of Amaoes S 

Laborer in privau pasaage. "j?" . 

Twoltabac«n,ali^biindndaad^4l^*"^ M 
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Clerk or McntafT (o Ibe PreBidnit of the Sen- 
ate , «1 ,75a 00 

DrauchUmM 1,850 00 

Cbubin of aeoau , 7S0 00 

Clerk to tke OommlttM on Finance. 1,8S0 00 

Clerk to the CqmmtttM on CIudu 9,100 00 

Clerk oT prlnMikecDrdi I,aj0 00 

For tbe conflBgent «zp«naea or Ibe Senaie, 

Til s 

For bindinc 60,000 00 

For litbo^pbing and eopaving 43,000 00 

For ■tatigaeiT 13,000 00 

For newapapera '. 3,000 00 

For Con|r«HioDal Globe, and binding ibe Mine, 44,964 80 

For reporting proceeding! La,000 (X) 

For cicrka to committee*, pagaa, poHce; bone*, 

and carry-alli , 38,955 90 

For miMellaneoiu Itenu aOfiW W 

For compenution and mileitge ormenibcra of the 
Hanaeof Reprewntatlve* and Delegate! tmm 

Tcrriioriea i;a4a,7» OO 

For compenaatJon of the oOcera, clerk*, mea- 
aengen, and otlierB, receiving an annual 
■alary In tbe lervice of the Hotut of Bepre- 
•entatiTei, viz : 

Clerk of Ibe House of Repreaentativea...., 3,600 00 

Two cicrki, at two ibousand one taundred and 

aixiy dollars eacta 4,330 00 

Seven clerks, at «ifl thousand eiglit bundred 

dolUra 19,600 00 

Clerk in cbarge of book* fbr memben 1,600 00 

Rendingclerk 1,600 00 

Librarian l.BOO 00 

Clerk in cbargv oTihe ataiionery 1,800 00 

Principal nwMenger In tlie oflee 1,7S3 00 

Tbree mesMngara, ai one tbonaud two hundred 

dollars eaeb 3,600 00 

Bergeant ot-Amw 9,160 00 

Clerk 10 the Sergeant-u-Anna.... 1,800 00 

Messenger to Sergaani-at-Arms 1,900 00 

FostmaiieT 9,160 00 

One meaaenger In the offlee 1,740 00 

Four mesaengera, at one ibouaand four hundred 

and I'onr doUan each 5,780 00 

Doorkeeper 8,160 00 

BuperintandeM oTtha folding-room 1,800 01 

Superintendent and SMiitant In the document * 
foom.atooe thousand aeven hundred and Bltj- 

two dollars eacti 3,504 00 

Messenger In charge ol tba Hall 1,740 00 

Five mesagngers, at one thouaand flva hundred 

dollars each 7,500 00 

Eight mesaengera, at one thousand two hundred 

dollaneaoh 0,600 00 

Meaaenger to the Speaker 1,759 00 

Cbnplaia 750 00 

Clerk to the Committee of Claims 1,800 00 

Clerk to Committee of Waya sad Heani 1,800 00 

For contingent eipenaes of the Uouae of Rep- 
reMniativea, via : 

For binding documenia., 135,000 00 

For furniture, repairs, andboiea Ibrmembeia... 19,000 00 

FVir Btationeiy 30,000 DO 

For borsea, caniagea, and saddle boraea 5,500 00 

For niel, oil, and candles 3,600 00 

For newapapera 19,500 00 

For engraving, eleeiraiTping, and llibagnipblng,135,00a 00 

For Capitol police 5,800 00 

For laborers 3,000 00 

For pages and mail boys.' 8^5d0 00 

For folding documents, iacluding pay of folders, 

wrapping psper, twine, and paate 35,000 00 

For iwen^-four copies of the Congreasional 
Globe and Appendii Ifar each' member and 
delegate of the first session of the Thirty-FifUi 

Congrew 34,7M 00 

For blading twenty-fbur copies of the Congros- 
■ionsl Globe and A|meodix for each member 
mad delegate of tbe llrU seaalon of the Thirty- 

FifU) Congreas 16,657 99 

Por reporting the debates of tbe first aession of 

Uie Thirty-FifUi Congrea 95,000 00 

For one hundred co|ri« of the Congreasional 
Globe and Appendix, end fbr binding the sane, 
for the first seaaion of the Thlrty-fllUi Con- 
gresa, for the use of tbe Library of tbe Uouae 

or Beprescntativea 9,000 00 

For Uie compensation of the drauehtsmen and 
clerka employed npon the land man, clerks 
to committees, and temporary clerks in tbe 
office of the Clerk of the House of Bepresent- 

atlvea 28,460 00 

For miscellaneous Items. ..s 5C,G00 00 

Library qf Congrut. 
For compensation of Librarian, three tMistant 

librmriani, Btid messenger 9.000 00 

"For contingent expenses of said Library ijOOO 00 

For coal, and fireman for furnaces, to warm tbe 

L.ibrary , 600 00 

For purchase of books for said Librory 5,000 00 

>'or purchase of law books for said Library.... 2,000 00 
For paper, printing, and binding a complete cat- 
oJosueoftlie books j;, the Library of CongresH, 
under the directloh „f the Library Commiliae 

of Coogres*. 4,000 00 

rorcnmpewaioi, ' ^„|,«(rinlendemof Pnb- 
lie Prio(% s,j^ '*T^0 P"^ and messenger in 
Mw oiBtt. - 11 J14 00 

ForconlW-We*'., ? , >,i« offlpo.vic: For 

btank toofa, trS\ , . '.^ ^^„.y^tm". llJv^■rrl^iln,' 
J'tt pmpatif f,-i '^c y /^y^niturc, Iravelina 

„^n^™i,j^,^;:^ <;,";,,.„.■ _< ^ „ 



Par rent of wareroom f^aO 00 

For cartage and lat>or in storing and transporta- 
tion of paper 5S0 W ; 

Court af CUami. j 

For aalariea of three Judges of tbe Court of | 
Claims, the soliciior, asslutanisoliciior, deputy 1 
solicitor, clerk, and asiistani ctcrk, and mes- 
senger thereof. 97,300 00 1 

For stationery, fliel, gas, labor, printing, and 
miscellaneous Items Tor the Court of Ciaima.. 3,000 00 

For commisaionen' fees for taking testimony In 
behalf of the GovemiDent, fees of witnewea, 
and of agent* or atlnnieys to be appointed by 
tbe ■ollciior to mend to the taking of deposl- 
tiODB ( 1,500 00 

For additional (Vimiture and fltUng up of rooms 
rendered necessary by the appointnient of aa- 
aistant and deputy solicitors, and an aiwimnt 
clerk, and by an accumulation of the files of 
tiie Court, and for tiie accommodation of books 
for the court oAcera 1,500 00 

For paper required for the printing of tbe first 
aeaalon of Uie Thirty-Fifth Congreia 179,869 00 

For printing required for the fint seasion of the 
Tklity-Fiflta Congresa 139,350 00 

Exteviwe. 

For compensation of the President of the Uni- 
ted States 95,000 00 

For compensation of the Vice President of tbe 

United States 8,000 00 

For compensation to secretary to sign patents 

for lands 1,500 00 

Department (<f State. 
For conpensation of the Secretary of State and 
Assistau Secretary of State, clerks, messen- 
ger, assistant mesiienger, and laborers lu his 
office 56,400 00 

For tke ineUmtal and Mntingent expnuet ofiaU 
Department. 

For publishing the laws ia pamphlet form and in 
tbe new]ipaper« of the Slates and Territories, 
end in the city of Washington , 90,^00 

For proof-reading, packing and distributing laws 
aixt documents, including cases and transpor- 
tation 15,900 00 

For stationery, blank books, blading, furniture, 
repairs, painting, and glaaliig ijMH OO 

Forcopper-ptatc printing, booka, and maps 9,000 00 

For newspapers 600 00 

For extra clerk hire and dopying ; said clerks to 
be employed only during the session of Con- 
gress, or when indispensnbly necessary, 10 
enable the Uepsrtaieni lu aniwer some call 
mode by either Houm of Coiigresa at one aes- 
sion to be answered at anoUier 9,000 00 

For niiwellaneoua Items 9,000 00 

For compiling and supervising the publication of 
the Biennial Register 500 00 

To enable tlie Sectetanr of Slate to purchase 
Ofiy copiea, each, of volumes twenty and 
twenty-one of Howard's Reports of the De- 
cisions of the Supreme Cunrt of tbe United 
States 900 00 

J^orthetut Extcutivt Bvilding. 
For compennation of four watchmen and two 

laborers of the Noitheasi EiPcuiive building, 3,600 00 
For contingent expenses of said building, vix : 

For niel, light, and rcpain 3,300 00 

Treamnf DepnTtment. 

For eompenaation of the Secretary of the Treaa- 
ury, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the clerks, messenger, assistant mes>cnger,Bml 
laborers in bis ofllce 48,600 00 

For compensation of the First Compimller, and 
tbe clerks, meaaenger, and laborers iu hla 
olBce 98,340 00. 

For compensation of tiie Second Comptroller, 
and the clerks, messenger, and laborer in his 
office 96,610 00 

For compensation of the First Auditor, and the 
clerks, messenger, assistant messenger, and 
laborer In his office 35,940 00 

For compf niatioii of the Becoitd Auditor, and 
tbe clerks, niessenser, assistant messenger, 
and laborer in his office 35,540 W 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the 
clerks, mcssenfter, assistant messenger, and 
laborers in his office , 139,440 00 

For compensaiioQ of the Fourth Auditor, and 
tbe clerks, messenger, and asaistant mes- 
senger in his office 77,74000 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the 
elnrka, messenger. And laborer in his office... 17,640 00 

For compensation of tiie Auditor of the Treaa- 
ury for the Pout Office Department, and the 
clerks, messenger, asaistant messenger, and 
laborers In his office 165,340 00 

For compensation of the Treasurer of tlie Uni- 
ted Slates, and the clerks, messenger, assist- 
ant messenger, anil laborers In bia office 95,740 00 

For dHupensation of tliu Register of the Treas- 
ury, and the clerks, messenger, asalatant 
meaaenger, and laborers in his office 50,30 00 

For compensation of tbe Solicitor of the Treaa- 
ury, aiid the clerks and messenger in bis 
office 17,140 00 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Cus- 
tom!, and the (^lurka, niMSengvr, and iaborar In 

Jlia nfficp., , . .............^ ,, 50,440 00 

Furcoii)p€ti>QU>^r> of clii' cicrh*, m^bicagi'i, and 
laborer of tbe Liglil ll«use Bond V^HO m 



C»nt|ngenl expense* 0/ tht TVratury Dtfortmnl. 
In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury : 

For copjring, blank-books, eiationcry, binding, 
■Paling Bbips' registers, iranslaUoK iiireign lan- 
guages, advertising, and extra clerk hire for 

Crcporing and coltsciing information to be laid 
efore Congress — said clerks to be employed 
only durinE the session of Cnnsress, or when 
Indispensably necessary 10 enable the pepart- 
ment to answer some' coll made by either 
House of Congresa, at one session to be an- 
swered at another— and no auch extra clerk 
ahall recei/r more than tbree dollars and rlilr- 
ty-three and one-third cents per day for the 
tune actually and necessarily employed, end 

for mlscettaneouB itema f 13,750 00 

In the office of the First Comptroller; 
For furniture, blank-books, binding, stationery, 
public documetits, State and Territorial stat- 
utes, and miscellaneous items 1,800 OB 

In tbe office of the Second Comptroller: 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, pay for the 
National Intelligencer and Union, to be flied 
and preserved for the use of tbe office, office 

furniture, and miscellaneous items 1,500 00 

In the oRlcc of the First Auditor : 
For blank-books, binding, station ct^, office ft) r- 
niture, CBse^' for records and oflicial papers, 
and miscellaneous items, Including subscrip- 
tion for the Union and National Intelligencar, 

to be filed for the use of the office 1,800 OQ 

In the office of the Second Auditor : 
Forblank-b6oka, binding, stationery, office fur- 
niture, and miiiccllancouB items, including two 
01' the d.'Lily city newspapers, to be Hied, bound, 

and preserved for the use or Ibe office 1^300 OB 

In Ute office of the Third Auditor : 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, office fur- 
niture, carpeting, two newspapers, the Union 
and Inteliieencer, preserving men aad papers, 
bounty land service, miscellaneous items, and 

arrearages 3,540 OB 

In tiie office of the Fourth Auditor : 
For stationery, booka, bindins,labor,andmifcel-. 

laoeous items 1,100 00 

In the office of the Plflh Auditor : 
For Monk-books, binding, atationery, office tatr 
nlture^ carpetiirg,and miaceltaneoas eipenaea,* 
in which are included two daily newapapen. . 600 00 
In the office ofths Auditor of tiie Treasury for 
the Post Office Department : , 
For atationery, blank- books, binding, and rullnig, 10,050 00 
For miscellaneous items, for fllc-boarda, repairs, 
cases and desks for safe-keeping of papetv, 
furniture, tights, washing towels, ice, horse 
for miMsengvr, telegraphic dispatches, and 

stoves 9,500 00 

In the office of the Treasurer: 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, and miscel- 

laoeou* Items l^KM 00 

In the office of the Register : 
For ruling and full binding books fbr recording 
collectors' quarterly abstracts of commerce and 
navigation, and blank abstracts for their use, , 
blank-hooka, binding and stationery, arranging ' 
and binding canceled marine papers, cases for 
official papers and records, and miscellaneoui 
Items, including office furniture and carpeting, 7,000 00 
In tbe office of tbe Solicitor: 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, labor, and 
miscellaneous iieois,.and for statutes and re- 
porta 3,900 00 

In (be office oftbe Commissioner of Customa: 
For blank-books, stationery, and miscellaaeoiia 
items 8,000 00 

L^ht'Houtt Bottrd. 
For Uank-books, binding, stationery, miacella- 
neoua expensea, and postage 730 OA 

For the gtaenU purpoiea qf the Sovtheait 
Executive Buildiitg. 

For compensation of eight watchmen and ulna 
laborcrsof the Southeast Executive building.. lO^UO 00 
For contingent expenaea of said building, via : 

Fuel, lights, repairs, and miacellaneoua 8,500 00 

For compensation of four watchmen and two la- 
borers for the south extenttouof tbe SontiMsat 
Executive building 3,600 00 

For contingent expenses of said buihUnL fuel, 
and miscelKuieDus items. . t . . 3,000 00 

/)eparlmeiif qfthe Interior. 

For compensation of tiie Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, and the clerks, mesaeniera, assistant mes- 
■angers, waictimcn, and laborers In hla office, 38,900 00 

For compensation or the Commissioner of tbe 
Oeneral Land Oflice, and tbe Becorder, 
Draughtsman, Assisiant Draugbtsmao, clerks, 
messengers, assistant mesaengera, packers, 
watchmen, and laborers lu bis office 173,090 00 

For additional clerks in tbe General LandOOIce, 
under tbe act of third March, one tbonsaod 
eight hundred and fifty-five, granting bounty 
lands, and for laborers employed therein S6,4iM 00 

Por 'v>mp#ni™»i'vfi or^h'>0'^n*rrii*''>'^*r of lT,*li»n 
ATsir-, m,J ifi^i rlprh-, m'-^'Ji'^iJ'T, S-""! = !nf>t 
niEHeneer, walclinii:n, and laHMer Ih IILi of- 
fice 3I,74tl 0(» 



Digitized by 



Google 



450 



JtfPEWDIX TO THE CONOKESSIOWAL GLOBE. 



84th Cono....3b Sess. 



Appropriatitrnt. 



For compensatton of tba CommiBBloner of Pen- 
•iona, «nd Uie clcrki, meueDiwr, ■sabunt 
messenxcr, and iBborora in bis amee.....<>..CUB,3tt 00 

For eoinpctiBation of the Coumbrioivr of Pul^ 
lie puildii^s, and Uie clerk Id Uln oHca W 

ConlMjcen/wpMiMt, D»partme*t o/lU InUriof. 
OlBco oftlie 3<tcreiKry of Interior : 

For booki, nxatmwg, ftiruftiirc, fiiel, llfbti, and 
oUitr QODtininuuiw, uid for boob ud map* 

fbrtbolibnrr..: «. 7^00 

Ocneral Land Office : 

For caali •yMem and Rulitary paienu,itnder lawa 
prior to tweniy-cigliU) Heptember, ciffbluen 
nundred and fifty i patent and other recorde I 
tmet-book* and Uank-booln lor tliii aod tba 
dlurict land office* ; binding plau and field- 
notei] ■latlonery, I'urniture, and repairs of 
HUM t and miscellanroUA li<;tn>, includinj; two 
oftliedailf city Hciripapeni.tn ho filet), boand, 
sndpTOHriredfbTtbeuseortheofflce 33,900 OQ 

For eontiageat czpenMM, in odiliiion, under 
nrnsp land act or nrenty-ei|hUi s^pteinber, 
dgbtMB bondred and flUy, military bimnty 
acta of tWCDty-eighUt September, elgbtecn 
baadrad and A»yj and twenty -Mcond Haicb, 
eigfelMB hundred aud filly-two, a«d aetUilrty- 
fiMt Aarairit, eifliiMn buudred and Al^-two» 

■ fbrlhoHaUt^tTonorVli^nlalHnd warrant!.. 36,100 00 

For eontlnient exponn:! neceMary to carry out 
tbe pnTUiom or the act of tliirJ Marrh, one 
tbonriand^^t hnndrad and rtny-flve,ffretitini 
bouD^landii, to wit: For pxtenLs. patent and 
other Rcorde, MUioaeiy, and mlfceliaaeom 
ttema under laid act. 13,000 00 

For reeorda and Mionia for doaatioii and otbor 
clabBson tlie Focific elope and riitewliefa.... S/MWOO 

For fbel, llghta, and iBcUcatol cxpunaee attend- 
ln|tlM«aine,iiiclitdini|iaroi'Ainiaoakeepen, 4^00 

For oeite, casea, and otb>f r fisiiirea, tn compute 
fltrelabias the oIKee, and Ibr the occoinmn- 
datltm of the rapid ly-iucraaaliMt record* and 

papera therein 5,00ft 00 

OSec of Indian Afflilr* t 

For Hank-booko, hindiii;, atatlonery, fnel, and 
lighu, and miMellaneimi iinma. including (wn 
oftbedailyi^itynewKpapenirto rtl<td,buund, 

and preacrTPii Tor the um of tbe offlce 3,000 00 

Peniion OfBco : 

Fnr stationer] , tiindinK booke, Aimiture, ttnd re- 
pairing the same, and miscellaneoui* item*, 
Incinifing two of the diily city nevnpopera, to 
, be llted, bnnnd, and prcaervcd lor the use of 

the office lO^DOO 00 

For contingent expeneea iu tbe Mid office 
■Oder the bounty land actor third Mnrcb, 
one Ibouund eight hundred aod fifty-five : 

For rent of rooms, Matlonery, enfraving platea 
fbr boonty land wamata, paper, and pnaiiiv 
the ame, aindiiig bnoka, Mnnk- booka fbr regto- 
lon,ojlee furniture, and miecellaneoaaliema, 30,POO 00 

Stureyort General and their cfenb. 

For eompenaatioit ofihn Surveyor General luith- 
weatoftheUltlo^attdtheelwbiin hidoflloe, 8,300 00 

For compcnaatlon of the Surveyor Oenoral ot 
lUfuota and Miaaourlf and the clerka In hia 
once 5,800 00 

For compen^Einii of the Sjrvcyur Uenerai of 
Loulaiana, and the clerks in liii olBcc 4,300 00 

For compcuMiloo of the Surveyor (ieuerul of 
Florida, and the cIcrkM in his oiHce 5,500 00 

For oompi.-njalion of the 8ur\'cyor General of 
Wliconiln aiid lowa, aud Uie clerlu in iiU 
office i B,300 00 

For compensation of the Surveyor Generitl of 
Arkansas, and the clerka in hisoffice 6,300 00 

For eompeiisAtion of tbe Surveyor Geneial of 
Oregon, and the clerki in hia office 7,300 00 

Fu* rent orSurveynr General '■ office in Oregon, 
fuel, books, ata'linnery, and other Incidental 
ei|ienaea 3,000 W 

For compensntion of Ehu tiurveyor Gniieral of 
Califbmia, and the cIctkH in liia office 15,500 00 

tor coBpenHBlinn of the Survyor General of 
WnAiington Territory, and the clerks in hia 
office 7;P0D 00 

Foioffice rent for the Surveyor General of Wash- 
ington Territory, fuel, books, aialioncry, and 
other incidental expcnaes : 3,000 00 

For compensation of the [*nrveyor General of 
New Mcileo, and the clerk* In hta office 7^100 00 

.For eompensailon of tranxlntora In the office of 

the Surveyor General of New Mejteo..' fi^OOO M 

For the purchsae of Spaniab and Mexican law 
hooka flu- the office of the Surveyor General of 
New Mexico, reauirrd as auihorirtea in the in- 
vcBllgallon ofJRvate land claioM 500 00 

For rentofttie SnrreyorGenoial^offleein New 
Mexico, f^cl, booka, stationery, and other in- 
cidenial expensea 3^00 00 

For compenaatlon of the Snrreyor General of 
Kmaa aad Nebraska, aod dia elerka In his 
ofilce 8,300 00 

For compenaatlon of the Purveyor Qenenil of 
Utah, and the elerka In hia offies 9,000 00 

For fnel, booka, atntionery, ftimitnre, and other 
iAcidenbd expenses of die office of the 8ur- 
veyor nenerai of Utah Territory S^WD 00 

For ctnnpenintlon of clerks in the offices of tbe 
Snrveyora General, to brt apportioned to them 
according to the ex(gen-;ies of tba pnblfe wr- 
vlce, and t> be employed In iramcribing field- 
notes of slirveyt for the pntpose of preserrlst 
UwmBttbaaaatorOovanusanl «,080 00 



For salary of the recorder of land titles in Mis- 
rioori 

Wmr DeportaitrU. 

For compensaiiou of Secretary of War, and the 
clerks, loceseiiiKr, asglniant inesaenicer, and 
laborer in his office 

For cODip<>niHitioii of ttic clerks ond nieuenger 
In the office of the A4jui.int Geticml 

For comp<<nsation of the clerks and mefttcngcr 
in the olliee of the QuartvnnnaterGeiiBnl.... 

To enable the Secretary of War to employ trm- 
porary clerk s in the office of itia Quartetmiuter 
General on bnumy land Hcrvice 

For cdmpoiisntion of tin; clerks aud messenger 
in Uic office of tlie Payniarier General 

Cor conipcnbaiion of the clerks, uiessenfer, and 
laborer In ibe office of the Cummiaaary Gen- 
eral 

For compensation of the clerks and nieesenger 
In the office of the. Surgeon General., 

For compensation of the cicrlu, me^snntKr, and 
laborer in tbe office of Topographicnl Engi- 
neers... 

For conipenKaiion of the elerka nnd raeasenger 
in lite office of Hie Chief Engineer 

For compcn^tiOR of the clerks ouil messenger 
iu the office of the Colonel of Ordnance 

Cli>ntbif«n< expeniei of the War Department. 
Offiee of the Secretary of War : 

For blank-booka, atMionerr,booka,niapa, plans, 

extra clerk hire, and miacellaneouB hens 

Office of the Adjutant General : 

For blank-booka, binding, etatlonery, and mto- 

cellaneoua items 

Office of the Quartermaster General : 

For blank-books, binding, station cry, and 

cellaneoua itenu 

Ofileo of the Psyvaater Oenera] : 

For blank-books, binding suUowry, and mis- 
cellaneous Items 

Oi^p efthe Commissary General ; 

For mnk-books, binding, ataiioneiy, ndvertla- 

ing, and misceilaaeoiu items , 

Office of tbe Chief Engineer : 

For blank-booka, binding, atationefj, and nls- 
ccllaneous liema, including tWotUlIf Wash- 
ington piv«ra 

Office of the Sutgeon General t 
For blank-books, binding, atationery, and nfa- 

eellaneous Items 

Office ofibe Colonel of Ordnance: 
For tatank-booka, binding, staOoaerr, and ntfscd- 

laneons itens 

Office of (he CtOamti of Topograidiica] Eoid- 
neera: 

For blank-booka, Moding, statlonetr, and mbeel- 
laoeooa items 

For the gemral purpom <tf tht /iorUmut 

ExeewM AitUiiig'. 
For compeneation of fbur watchmen and two tm- 
borera of tba Northwest E»cntive tauUdlnt... 
For (M, light, and miscellaneous items 

For the generai pmpotea t(f Smldii^ 
earner qf F and SeventeerUk itreeti. 

For compenaation of Snperlntendent. four watch- 
nien, and two laborers (br said building. 

For fuel, cfMnpenaatlon of firemen, and mlscel- 
Inneoua itenw 

JVatnr Depmrtment. 

For compenaatlon of the Becretar? of tbe Navy, 
and the elerka, roeaaenger, asalsiant messenger, 
and laborer in hia office 

For compenaation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Ordnance and Hydrography, and the clerks, 
tnesaenger, and laborer in hia office 

For compeuanUon of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Navy- Tarda and Docks, and tbe elerka, roea- 
aenger, and laborer In bis Office 

For eompeRKBtlon ofthc Chief of the Bureau of 
Conatmction, Equipment, and Kepalrs, and of 
theEngineer-in-Cbicf,aod the elerka, mesacn- 
get, and loborera in bii office 

For compensation of tbe clerks, nessenger, aod 
laborer in Ibe Bnraau of Frovtsioaa and Clotb- 



$800 00 

93,000 00 
I3,4MI 00 I 

10,440 00 I 

I 

S,000 00 I 

13,440 eo I 

I 

10,040 00 { 
5,340 00 j 

14^0 00 j 
8,840 00 I 
18,940 00 I 

I 

0,900 00 
^80t« 
1^ SO 
sot 00 

ji,£ao 00 

MO 00 

'moo 

850 00 
1^ 00 



3,800 00 



Ing. 

Foreompaoaation of the Chief of the Bnreau of 
Medicine and Surgery, and the clerks, nwsaea- 
ger, and laborer in bia office 

To enable the Secretar>- of the Navy to pay the 
salary of Professor James P. Espy for the cur- 
rent fiscal year ending June thirtieth, et^ieen 
hundred and fifty- seven 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the 
salary of Professor James P. Bspy fbr the fia- 
eat ynar ending tbe thlrtioth of Jwie, eighteen 
hundred and flny-eigfat 

OlMttagMl Evpentct ef tke Naay DajMrteMat. 

Office Secretary of the Navy : 
For Mank-boaAa, binding, atationery, newspa- 

pats, periodicals, and niwcellaneous Items.... 

Bureau of Ordnaaeo and Hydrofmpby t 
For Uaaft-booka, awkneij, and miseoUaneoqa 

IMM 



3,690 00 
4,000 00 

90,000 00 
IVWOO 
14,140 00 

91,340 00 
8,840 00 
9,540 00 

9,000 00 

%000 00 

SfHOOO 



ii 



Buresu of Vards and Docks: 
For Btatloaery, books, plans, and drawiB|L.,.„ ^| 

Borean of Constractlon, Eqn^aneMiaat It. 
patn; 

For blaiffc-booiu, Unding, iMdewiy, pfsiiH 

and whcellauaoas items , 

Boreafi of PmrUlnna and CMMng ; V 

For blank-bnokK, staiMMry, and mlirmwm 

itcina 

Uureou of Medicine aiMl BiKgery: 

For Hauk-booiu, stationery, and unKdlasnai 
itams. 

For ibe geMral purposes if fSe SssOxtd 
BteeuliM SuiUbtg. 

For compensation of fbar wncfamtB oT it 

Booth west ExtnMttive building ifii 

For contingent nxpunses of aaid buiidiui, m: 

For inbor, fuel, lights, and mlsccllaneons nan. 1!^ ; 

Pait Dipmtmtia. 

For compensation of tbe Pnstnuinvr GfEfti:, 
three Asslatant Po«tmasiera General, nrf 
the elerka, measenger, aatiistant neSMnn. 
watebnen, and Merers of aaid De(anisai„irai 
Contingeni exprnKii of liid DepnttnKoi i 

For blank-booka. Mndinx, attd statkawfj, f»\ 
Itar the Graeral Poat UlRce buiidiui, iKlidiDj 
the Auditor's Office, oil, gan, aod eattdlci, 
printing, day waicbmea, and let taiieclluc- 
oua iienis Ujbi 

Forrepidraof tbeOencnl Fost Office baiM*^ 
for office Atmituro, gtaaim, paialiai. nkue- 
wasbing, and for kaeitim the flm fiirti ui 
flimaeeain order.^ Ui 

For the payment of lemporuy deik bbc ■> Un 
PoatOffi('eDepRrtrm:ttt,ln view otUvaBMsi 
of extra l^r gntwing out of tbe IrUieii t( 
mail contracts Mi 

For compensation elcrks emplojml ttmps- 
rarlly In the office of the PoctmaMcr Giwo: 
prior to (he tliiny Imt December, rifltiirti 
hundred Olid fifty-sis liRl 

Printtiif /er the ExeenHve DtpartmtjA. 
For paper and printing Ibr the EiKi-utin Di- 
panmenta, inctndlng tlie paper, priniin:, ul 
binding of die Annniil Statementa of <'<n- 
meree and Naviintlnh of thb Coiled Su», 
the Biennlnl Rfgfstcr, and thepaperandpnu 
Ing of the annnal esUmaieS of ^|mprllUaafc aSi 

Mm of the UniUiStatn. 
At PfafladHphia : 

For salaries of the Rtrecinr. Treumn. Amt". 
Helter and Kefiner, Clilef Coitier ud D- 
graver, Amtftant Asaayur, Asrifuni MtW 
and Refiner, and seven cterkit KVI 

For wasea of workmen and adju-'tcn 'iM' 

For Incldeoial and continRunt upeuses. iwM- 
ing wastage, ia addition to other sraUtt 
Ainds. 

For apeelmens of area aad coins to be rorrrd 
at tba Mint » 

For traaaporutian of bullion froas New Vnt 
amaj oOee to the United Staea Hialibr 

Odnaia W 

Ax Saa Fnaelaeo, CalUtanitai 

For salaries of BuperlnMBdent nemm, ^ 
sayer, Heller and Beffner, Cntaier, anJ In 
cleito 

For wages of workmen and adiutm l^"! 

FOr incidentnl and eontingntt exppnm. inM- 
Ing wastage. In adAdoa lo other anibHi 

Ituda , " 

At New Orleans : , 

For aalaries of Saperintendent, Treanrcr, Ai- 
sayer, Coiner, Melter and Bcfinn, ud ikiw 
elerks f^jj 

For wages of woikmcn f 

For incldennl andcoWiD||aniezpeB8es,incW- 
tng waatafa, to addWon to otter •nil>''<_^ 

flinds ™ 

At Chvlolie, Nonh-OBaltop t 

For SBlailas of Boperinteadent, Cetoer, tjosn. 
and elerk 

For wans of woiktaen 

For iaetdental and eontlnient expenses, ikM- 
ing wastage, In addition to other •nMC 

fiinds 

At Dablonegft, Georgia ; I 

For lalaries of Superintendent, Coiner, AffQ^' _J 
and clerk i "ui 

For wages of workmen. 

For incidental and ccmttngeni eipense*. istHM' 
ing waatage. In addiiloa to other mttl* 

fhnde 

Asaay Office, New York : 

For aalaries of ofllcora and elerka " ^ 

For wages of workmen, iu addiiioa lo w 
able balance of former appropriatioM 

Government m the Territoria. 
Terriloty irf Orefoa t 
For aalatles of Oovemor. three Jadfei, taJ ^ 

rotary .ui 

Pw contingMt expenses of said TenlioiT' 
For compenMlan and mileage cf He mmM 
of theL«|lalaUve Aasei^ofcWt**'^ 
ani! iiiail1i | iai , a i mnsM nfflii AaWW *^ 

oogle 
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Territtny of HiDnesota : 

Wot nlarles of QoTcmor, time JadgM, aad 8ee- 
reiary t9|30O DO 

Far coDttnirat expenaw of ntd TeniloiT. 1,000 DO 

For eompeiMliOB mi mOMffi of tbe mtmben 
pf tiM LflsUUlTt AManbD, ofllcen, elnki, 

bideoDtiMetncxpcaeesortpe AMeoMr TtfiOO 00 

Twfttory of Jitv Msvieo : 

Vor alttln of CkiTerBOr, BiHWTiiiWoileat of 
Indian A&ira,ikrMJad|e*.u48«aiettiy... U^SOO 00 

Por eoatingent£zpetuesor*ud Tenltmy 1,000 00 

F*r ooln|Mautlon aai milMge of ths nMubcn 
of tbe LagialMlvs AaamMj, nOaa, ctaifci, 
uid continent expenan or dW-AaMmbltr.... 90,000 00 

Vo«niiil>Ic tbflGorBniOf toAmplojtu Interpra- 

ler or taiulBlor 000 00 

TeirilofT of Utah : 

For wlariaaofQoTemor, Superintendent of In- 
dian AAUn, OireeJudfeB:, and 86cnUi;r..... U/no 00 

Forcoatlncentespenie^of nldTenitorr 1,500 00 

For compenmlon and mileage or tbe memben 
at Uk LegtAlative AMombly, ofllcera, derka, 
utAcontl^tenteipenKaordie AMemUr.... ao^OOO 00 

For conltDKeiU ex^mcM of latd Tenlton', to 
dUckuge anch mniB aa tbeaccoanting oflcen 
mar detm to have been nace$nrily ezpeaded 
by UiQ uecutive of aatd Territory dimnc tbe 

{cars ekttteen hundred and fK^-flve, eifoteen 
undrM Ktid OKy-vIa, and evnun Mmdred 
■odflftr-aeven IJMI SO 

TmtWTf of Waahiaftoa : 
For salariea of SoTemor, Snperintendent of la- 

dian ABklra, tbree Judges, and Becrelary 19,500 00 

For contingent eipeniea of aaid Territory 1,500 00 

For compeoHtion and milraM of the members 

ofWtiM Leglalative Aaaamlv, oOeeta, clerfca, 

M>d ctHUhneni eipeaaea of the A aae mM y . . . . BD^OOO 00 

TeRUory of VsimMi 
FW adMlee trf OoTeiBOr, itece Jndgea, ind Bm> 

mary 10,500 00 

Far eonUngaal expeoiM of mM TanUaqr 1,000 00 

For conpeoMtion and nllaan of iha — mhaw 

or tbe LflflalBtiTe A mm m , oBctn, daika, 

and ooailai«Bt txptum of uw AwaiwUy. . . ■ flSyOOO 00 

Territory of Kansas: 
For MMulatof Gofemor. Ane Jndna, ud Seo- 

retary...: 10,500 00 

For contingent expaoaea of said Territory 1,500 00 

For eompenaatiOB and mllesM of tbe nemtera 

of the LegialUive AsaemUy. oOcera, clerks, 

aaieoatlnaentespraaesirfuieAsMaibly..., 00,000 00 
For eilraanunanr expeosM of (ho aucnttve 

oOce 8,000 00 

JwUdary. 

For aalariea of (be Chief Joaiiee of tbe SnptMaa 

conn Wd ollht AsMciate Jtutlcea S4J0O 00 

For >aladeaortbedl*trict Judges 101,950 00 

For aalaiy of the dnnilt taulse of Callfbmla. . . . 0,000 00 
For salatlefl of tbe Chief Juatiee of the OiaKlcl 
of Columbia, tlw Assoc iate Jndfes, and the 
Jutees or tbe Criminal Coon and lbs Oiphana' 
Court 11,700 00 

OffUe of U< attorney General. 
pM labwlea of tliA Attorney Oenoial, and the 

clerks and neasoDfar ta hie ottoe 18,100 00 

For cortiagest mponaea of tbe offloe of tbe 

AWKB^Ttonend 1,500 00 

For parcbase of l«w and neeesaaiy books, and 

binding, fbr tbe odHeeoftlie Attorney Qeneral. 1,000 00 
For ttis purobaaaoT deficient Biaia reports and 

tntnins for tbe office of tbe Attorney Oenenl, 1^00 00 
For niel and labor fur tbe oOco of Ibe AtUfpsy 

Cfeneral COO W 

l*t>r oScis fbminre aitd book wsat to oOeo at 

tbt Attorney General 600 00 

For salaries of two oommlMioaers to eodity 

lawaortbeDlatrietofCalnnibia 9,500 00 

For salary of tbe reporter of tbe deoiaions of Ibe 

Supreme Coart 1,300 00 

For compensatlmiofihedlstrtnatioraeya. ll,SfiO00 

For compenMkM oftbe m aas hi la. 10^ 00 

.For aataries of tbe Assistut Trcararen itf tbe 
Unfted States u Hew T«k,- Boston, Cliulea- 

ton, and St. LoaU lUOO 00 

Par additioAal salary of die Treaswor of tba 

Mtntat PbUadelptals 1,000 00 

For «ddltloo«l ealiuy of tbe Treasiver Of ttw 

Branch Mint at New Orleus 500 00 

For qaiaiy of additional elerit la office of Aislst- 

Treasureral Boaum 1,300 00 

For eatartea of elerbs, mesaengersiiiid watch- 
men in the offlee of Uie AatlsuntTKasarer U 
New York 13,900 00 

Tot salary of a clerk to the Treasnrer of tbe 

Branch Hint at San Praneiseo, Callfbmia. . . , 9,500 00 

For condnfentejtpcQgef under the act (br tbe 
maa keeping, volip^ctiffi tranafier, and d<»- 
"bunemnt oftht ttHhlic revenue, of sixth Au- 
sust, aifbiecn iion*3?l<l and forty-sU, Id addi- 
tion m pwiD/uo,'"'tfi^gd on tranaftr drafta... 10,000 00 

For comfKiJ-aiio. /ec«' iai ageota to eiamin* 
ffiB boob, flcp!' fo 0p^-nii monpy on band of 
m "^'^Jtt^i.rff^tstidcr tlje act of ilztb 

ill *" 



eighteen hondred and fintr-six, fbr tbe addi- 
tional serriceB required onder that act, at the 
same rates nrovlded in the act approved second 
March, eighteen hundred and flny-threc, and 
under tbe same restrictions and limitations , . , ^,000 00 
For 'salariea of trine enpervlring and Oily local 
Inapectora, i)ppointed under act thirtieth Au- 

Kit, eighteen nundred and filir-two, fot the 
Iter protection of the Uvea of paaatngen I9 
atMmboats, with traTrilsf and other expeoaes 
incorred by tbem 80^000 00 

LanJa. 

To meet the expenses of coUecUng tbe revenue 
from ttie aale of public lawb in the sereral 
Butea and TenitMies, in addition to tbe 
balances of fbimer appropriaitons : 
For aalariea and commissions of registers of land 

ofltcas and receiveni of public moneys 910,500 00 

For expenses of depcnlting pubUc moneys by 

receivers of public moneys 30,700 00 

For inddental expenses of the several land 
lAces.... , 15,000 00 

Penitentiary. 

For eompensation of tbe Warden, clerk, [Aysl- 
cian, cbaplatn, assistant keepers, guards, and 
matron of the Penitentiary of tho District of 
Columbia 1^40 00 

For compenaadon of three Inspectors of said 
Penitentiary 750 00 

For the rapport and maintenance of sold Penl- 
lentiaiy 4,065 W 

Frrthepresenationqfthe CvUtetionstftbt 

Ej^ploring Expedilion. 
For eompensation of keepera, watclimen, aad 

laborers tbcrefbr , 3,450 00 

For contingent expenses 300 OO 

For the construction and erection of suitatrie 
cases to receive tbe collections of the United 
Statea explorins expedition, and others, (n 
geology, mineralon, beloncing to the United 
States, nowin tbePatent Office and else vbere 

in Washington „ 15,000 00 

For the expense of the tmosfer of these collec- 
tions, and the permanent arrangement of tbe 

cases , 9,000 00 

For dolVsyiuBtbe expenses oftbe Supreme, cir- 
cuit, uid district courts or tbe United Staici, 
including the District of Columbia; also far 
Jurors and wimesses, in aid of the Aindi arising 
ilrom fines, pcnalUes, and fbrfciiurcd Incuned 
in the ttscai year ending Juno thirtietb, eigh- 
teen hundred and dfty-elgbt, and previous 
years; and likewise (brdefiuymg tbe expenses 
of suits in which the United States are con- 
cerned, nnd of prosecutions for offensw com- 
mitted against the United States, and for tbe 

liaft -keeping of prisoners 1,000,000 00 

To pay Ibr furniture far the district court-room 
of the eanem district of Virgmia, heretofore 

purchased by the marshal oflhat district MB 00 

For stationery, blank boo tis, plana, drawings, and 
other eontlogent expenses of the office of Com- 

nlMiODerarPnUic fiuildings 930 00 

For compensation, in mm, tbt the messenger in 

ebaiga of the main furnace in the Cs^toT 490 OO 

For compeosBtlon to the laborer in clmrge of tbe 

water-elooets in the Capitol 438 00 

Forcompensation to the publicjgardener .-, 1,440 00 

For compensation of eighteen laboren enptoyed 

in tbe public groonds and President's garden.. 10,800 00 
Fm compensation of the keeper of the wmera 

gala, Cipttol square « 870 00 

For coooBuatlon of two day watchmen em- 
ployed In the Caplto] squoni 1,900 00 

For compeDMtUm of nro ali^ watcbmen em- 
ployed at die President^ turnse 1,900 00 

For componntion oftbe doorkeeper at tbe Ft«»- 

Ident'shoBM 800 00 

For compennaan of tbe aaiatant doorkeeper at 

the President's bouse 438 00 

For compensation of one nlAt wata^aian em- 
ployed fbr the better protection oftbe balMInia 
lying aonth of the Ci^iol, and used as puUie 

•cmesandcorpeoten'sfaope 000 00 

For oxteading the propagatiujg department oftbe 
Botaale Garden, and introducing water Into 
tba same from the Capitol square, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of tbe Oommia- 

BtonerofPablleBBHdinih 9,000 00 

For compensation of two diaw-keepen at tbe 
two btidgea lerasa the eaatero branch of ibe 

Potomac, and for fliel, oIL and lampe. 1,180 QO 

For compensation of the AuxiUatT Gtaard, and 

fM and oil (brlampa 10,400 00 

ForfhmacekeeperatUiePriMeat'aboase 365 00 

For procBiiag manon, toola,fiieI, repairs, pur- 
charing trees and shmba to botanic gardens, 
to be a^endod under dw dbaetioo oftba Lt- 

brary Committee of Congress 8,300 00 

For pay of horticnitailat, aad aailsluita la the 
Botanic Qordon and creen-lioaBBSi 10 be ax- 
neadad under the direction of the LUtrarr 

Coauilttee ofCoagiMa ^191 50 

To enabls the Secretary of State to empkiy one 
olerfc of class two, and the fleerewry at tba 
Treasnty to employ In Uta'olBce of the Andlior 
oftbe Treasury for the Post Office Department, 
five derka of class two, to the tliirtietb of June, 

eighteen hundr^ and flf^-eight [indeteU*.} 

For tbe diAienee between the salary rocdvea 
tbe loin Secretary of Lcgndon of dte United 
« MiAld, KliUe aeOni M aiai|4 d'AT- 



Alres, in die years elgbteen hundred and iOf- 
two, eighteen hundred and Afly-tbree, eighteen 
hundred and fllty-four, and eighteen hundred 
and fllty-five, and tbe salary (o which he would 
bare been entitled osCbain d*AflUrea for tbie 

same pertoda ta.'W U 

For tba amooai of w oodlt oft Cbaifd d'AflUtea 4,500 OB 



97,610,198 08 



By the act mabinjg; appropriations for certain cirU 
expenaea of the Grorernment for tlie year end- 
ing lihe thirtietb of June, eighteen huudred and 
fifty-eight. 

Stirtiey nf the Coatt. 

For survey of the Atlantic and Oulf coast of tbe United 
States, (incltidlng compensation to superintendent and 
aasistants, anQ exclniUng pay and emoluments of ofllcen 
of the' Army and Navy, and petty officers, and men of tbe 
Navy employed on the worin (950,000 OQ 

For continuing the survey of Uie western coast 
oftbe United States 130,000 00 

For continuing the survey of the Florida reeA 
and keys, (excluding pay and emoluments of 
officers oftbe Army and Navy, and petty offi- 
cers, and men ef the Navy employed on tbe 
work) 40,000 OB 

For running a line to connect the trlangnlation 
on the Auantic coast with that on the Gulf of 
Mexico, across the Florida peninsula 15,000 IB 

For publishing the obeervations mode In the prog- 
ress of the survey of the coast of tbe United 
States 15,000 00 

For repairs and alterations of steamer Walker, 
and of sailing vessels employed in the coast 
survey 15,000 OB 

For fbel and quarters, and for mileage and trans- 
portation (br oOcera and enlisted siddiers of 
tbe Army servingin the Coast Survey, In cases 
no longer provided by the quartermaster^ de- 
partment 10,000 00 

For tbe disctaaige of sucn mlBcellaneoas claima 
not otfaerwise provided for aa shall be admitted 
in due course of settlement at the Treasury.... 5,000 OO 

To supply tbe deficleucy in tbe fund (br the re- 
lief of sick and disabled seamen 150,000 00 

For continuing the Treasury extension J00,000 00 

For the continuation of the ensumi-liOBBe at 
Charleston, South CaroUna 400,000 OB 

For tbe continnstfon oftbe custom- house at Hew ' 
Urleana, Loaisiaaa 900,000 BB 

For tbe compensation of an additional appraiser 
general, to be employed in the districts or pons 
of PlOfida, Alabama, Mlsakaippi, Louisiana, 
and Texas 9,500 OB 

For annual repaira of marine hospitals 95^000 OB 

For nonual repairs of ctmom'booses 90^100 OB 

For InelMiag, gradnig, and dratnlng the tot of 
land recently parehased 10 enlarge Itae site pt 
marine hospital at Mobile, Ahibama 8,400 60 

Fttr Iron shntten and bars for the windows of 
the custom-houw at WilnonMoa, DeUiware. . 1,000 00 

For coatliifent expenses ineideat tn the ooa- 
straeiion of the enstoin-honse at Ellsworth, 
Hufae 1,500 BB 

For grading and fondng noands of the new 
cuBtom-bonse at Belflut, Maine 5,000 OB 

For the purpoK of adding an additional story to 
the custom house and post office baildtng tt 
PeterstHirg, Vitilnin 18/100 IB 

For flnlsbing, repoUing, refitting, and refbmtsh- 
Ing the marine hospital at Podacab, Ken- 
tucky SyOOO 00 

For Ibncing nnd gradmg the site of die mailae 
bos|HiaI at £vansville, rndlaaa, and for erect- 
1m BtaMc, Etipiriying water for kliebea, aad 
outer flxtwes of nme 5,500 Ol^ 

Fttr (bnclng and gm^oa the grounds beloogini 
to tbe HMutne hospLtalat Pmiand, Maine, and 
for Intmducing water, erecting stables, remov- 
ing nnd repairing old bnildlng for peM-hoase, 
and putting in kiK^en ranges 16,000 BB 

lAf^'Hovat £sla&li«&fflenf. 

For supplying Ave hundred and eleven ligbl- 
beasea and oeaoDn-llgbts with oil, glass chim- 
neys, wicks, chamois skins, polishing powder, 
whiting and cleaning materials, traa^orta- 
doa and other aecesaary expeasM of tbe same, 
lepnirjiig and keeping in repair tbe limiting 
apparatus 909,357 H 

For repairs nod incidental expenses, refltiinc 
end unprovemeau of all tbe llght-boBsea noa 
buUdlDBs connected tberowitb infiBi 91 

For salaries of Ave hundred and forty-three 
keepers of U^t-bouses and light beacons, and 
theta-asslsianM 917^ 00 

For salariea of flfty-two ktntpers of llgbt-veaeds, 90,700 IB 

For seamen 'a wages. rMxtita, suppUeo, and inoi- 
dealal exponaes of Afty-two li^t-veasels ISC^GOI OB 

For expenaes of raisUg, eleaning, palnitng, re- 
pairing, remeoring, and nn^ring loosee of 
booya and day-beKaiM,aBa to chatps and 
sinken to the naie, and to coloring aad 
nnmbetfng all the buoya l07;9aB IS 

For expenaeo of nsUlng and lupeettag lights, 
and other aids to aavlgndan 1^000 8B 

For commiflona, at two aad a halTper eentum, 
to such supeilntendeBti as are awlded 10 the 
aome under the proviao to tbe act of thUd 
Hareb, eighteen hundred and ADy-oa^ entl- 
IMd " An act making approprluions to the 
cMI and dipknaaHc expeoaw of Government 
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fbr iba year •ndias Juna UrinietA, eifhteea 
feandred and llf^-two, nd fbr other par- 
pons," OB lbs uuBBt tbu nay ba diiknnwl 

•MOO 00 

For the coasts of California, Oregon, and 
Wasbinf lun ; 

For oil and otbcr snpidieitbrlweDtr-tlirM li^ti, 
cleaninf materlala of aJt UndB, and trans- 
portation of the nine, capeoMa of keeping 
lamps and machineiy !■ repair, publiabing 
noticM to marloen or ehangea a( aidi to nav- 
igation ■•• 45)9IB 15 

For repair* and inctdmtal eipenaM of twenty- 
tbree tight!, and InUdlnga connected tbere- 
Witb t »4,SI3 OD 

For Mkiiea oTAnty-iii keepers and aaaiaaot 
keepera of ligM-hoDBes, at an average not ex- 
eaading eight bnndrcd dotlara per annam.... 36,0110 00 

Flor eneneea of niaing,^leaiuim, rf pairing, re- 
moonng, and eupptjing hMaoa of flnatlnc !■«»• 
cont and bnojrfl, end cnaliu and ainkcn m the 
•ame, and Ibr eidaring and numbering all the 
iMo^ „, OB^Sm 00 

For coauninioaB at two-and-a-half pn cenmn, 
to ineh auperintradenta aa are entitled to the 
■ame under the provino to Uic act of third of 
Jtfareh, ei^^ueen hundred and flity-ono, enti- 
tled "An act making appropriatlona tor the 
clvU and dljriomKtlc espenies of OoTcmment 
fbr the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, and &r other purpoeea," 
on the amount uiat miiy bo dlabuncd by them, 1^000 00 

for nintenance of ibe reiuel provided for by 
■lis act of ei^teenlb August, eighteen hun- 
dred and 6fty-aix, for inapection and ttana- 
poriaHoB purpose* 30,000 00 

Fw rebuild bg the light- boose deatrared by the 
gBleor8eptember,eighteen hundred and fifty- 
■li, H Cape Bt Bias, FlorMa 90,000 00 

For rebulldini and fitting with dm order appa- 
latos the light-bouse at Fire Island, to otark 
tbo appracb to ttio harbor of New Yorit. 40,000 00 

For rebuilding and fitting with first older appa- 
ratus the light-bouse ai Cape Hny, entrance to 
the Delaware hty. New Jersey dO/MM 00 

For lebuUdlng and lltUog with suitable lens ap- 

Biiatos the ligbl-houseatBody's Island, North 
arolina 05,000 00 

For rebuilding and fitting with fir^ order appa- 
ntua the tight-house at Cape Lookout, Norib 

Candlun.. 4S/)00 00 

Fiw completing the liebt-house at or near the 
north pier head at Chicago. Illinois, and fbr 
protecting the same, in^additlon to the balances 
of previous appropriatrons made prior to the 
thirty- first August, eighteen hundred and filly- 
two 3S,78!> 09 

For ftwd and quarters for olBcert of the Aimy 
serving on light-house duiy.the paynwnt of 
which is nolonger provided for byihequarter- 

master's department 8,508 Si 

For restoringlhe light-house works near ColBn>s 
Patches, Florida, to their condition prior to 
the hurricane of twenty- seventh and twenty- 
eighth of Angust, eighteen hundred and Sfty- 

STr 7Z?..7. '. 99,053 81 

Far componntion of two superintendents for tbe 
UllB-atMionB on the coasu of Long Island and 

HewJeiaey.... fi,061 14 

For compemtion of filty-lbur kecnen of lu- 

Ikna. 7,123 80 

For couUngencieB of life-itationa on the eoaata 

flf Loot taland and New Jersey. U^WO 00 

Survey Me Public Lands. 
For surveving the puMie lands, (exclurive of 
CalifbmUj Oregon, Washington. New Mexico, 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Utnlt,) Includinfc inci- 
dental eipendCB, and island surreys in the 
interior, and all otiier special and difflculi 
torveys demandiuK nugmentetl mtcs, to be ap- 
portioned oM applied tn the several surveying 
districts, according to the exigencies of the 
public service, including expenses of selecting 
swamp lands and the compensation and ex- 
penses to survey or to Inente private land 
claims In Louisiana, in addition tn the unex- 
pended balances of all former appropriaUona, IOO,OU!> 00 
For compledng the survi7 of towns and villages 

inMlHOUil B,0MO0 

For eoiTecting erroneous and deiisctive lines of 
public and jwivate surveys in Illinois and Mia- 
■ourl, at a rate not exceeding six dollars per 

mile , 3,000 00 

Foraurvsying in Louisiana, at augmented rales 

now authorized by law 4,700 00 

Foe surveying tile public land* and private land 
claims in CalifiauiB, including offlceenpenses 
Incident to the survey or claim", and to be 
disbursed at ilie rales prescribed by law for the 

diflerent kind* of work 100,000 00 

For surveying standard, parallel, and meridian 

lines in Washington Tcmiory 7,500 00 

Pot surveylitg township and subdivlsional lines 
in Washington Temtory,Bta rate not exceed- 
ing twelve dollars per mile 90yOOO 00 

For coniinning (he survey of bate, nntrldlao. 
standard parallels, to wnsliip,imd section linea 

in New Mexico SD,000 00 

* For auTveying the neceaaary base, meridian, 
standard parallels, township, and section lines 
tn ICansas and Nebraska, also ouUines of In- 
dian reservations 50,000 00 

For continuing the Kurvsy of the ba^c, meridian, 
" cotrection parallels, township, and section 

UMiinibeTMritoryorUtata 50,000 08 



For preparing the mfiwiahad reoerds of pnbUo 
and pcivnw eurvoys, to be iiuabrrsd to lb* 
BtatB on cho lilies, under the provlsfona of the 
act of twalfth June, ^ghteen bundred ud 
forty. In those districtB where the surveys are 

about being computed ^ISyOOO 00 

For resurvey and examination of tbe survey of 
Ibe public lands In those Btatto where Uw 
oOtces of the sttrverorsgeiiernibsvobeMi.or 
shall be, dosed, under i5e acts of tbe twelllh 
Juno, eiditeen hundred and ibrtv, and twent]^- 
•econd January, eighteen bunared end fi(v- 
titree, indndisg two tbousand dirilara Ibr tha 
•alary of tlie clerk detailed to ibis special ser- 
vice In the General Land Office 1,500 DO 

For continuing the survey of the keys off the 
coast of Florida the ofhcen of the Coust 
Survey M 

For continuing the survey of the islands off the 
coast of Califbmla liy the officers of the Co«si 
Survey 48^000 08 

For drawings to llIUBtrate the report of Itw Com- 
missioner of Patents for the year eighteen hnn- 
dred and fifty-seven 6,000 00 

For flooring the basement rooms in the old por- 
tion of the Patent OAtce bnllditif to imke them 
fit Ibr bu^ess purposes, palntuig the interior 
of said bu!ldin|{, repairing roof, and for other 
incidental repairs 8^000 00 

For preparing thcualoon of the west wine cf the 
Patent Ofllce fbr the reception of models for 
patents, and for fitting up and flinushing tbe 
same with suitable cases 50,000 00 

For tlic support, clothine,and medical treatment 
of the insane of the Iliottict of Columbia, and 
of the Amy and Navy, at the Aayiam in said 
District, including five bundred dollars for 
books and incidental expenses DOJiOO 00 

For purchase of agricultural and honiculiural 
implements, nnd for the Improvemrnt of the 
grounds of the insane asylum of tlie District 
of Colombia, including fhrm and garden 8,000 00 

For casual repairs of the Patent Office building, 3/100 00 

For continuinff tlie erection of tlie north Crom of 
Ibe Patent Office building, for the accommoda- 
tion of the Department of the Interior SIO0,A0O 00 

For snppori, care, and medicRftreatraentof trait- 
sient pauperf.inedicnl and surgical patients In 
Washington Infirmary 3,000 00 

For purchase of manure fbr the public grounds.. 1,000 VO 

For hire of carle on the puUic founds 1,000 00 

For purchase and repair of tools used in tbe pnb- 
Jicgrounds 900 00 

For purchase of trees and tree-boxes, to replace 
where necessary such as Iiave been planted 
by the United Slates, and the repair of pave- 
ments in from of the public i;T»unUs 5,000 00 

For annual repairs of the Capitol, water-closets, 
public stables, water pfpen, pavements anj 
other walks within the Capitol square, broken 
gloss and locks tflOO 00 

For annual repairs of tbe President's House and 
Ihmiture, (including the painting of the East 
room and entire wood work of the interior, 
fltlittg up the water-closets and ctsterTis, and 
making other necessary improvements,) im- 
provement of grounds, purchasing trees and 
plants fbr garden, and ronkimr tint-beds there- 
in, and contingent expenses incident thereto... 11,000 00 

For refurnishing the President's House, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the President, 
in addition to tlie pmceeds of the sale of such 
of the furniture and equipage as may be 
decayed and unfit fbr use 90,000 00 

For Ibcl, in for the President's House 1,800 00 

For lighting the President's House and Capitol, 
the public grounds around them and around 
the executive offices, and Pennsylvania ave- 
nue 37,000 00 

For purchase of ttooks for library at tbe Execu- 
tive Mansion, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States. . . . S50 00 

For erecting cast- iron lamp posts and lighting the 
same with gas, from the wesirm lenntlins of 
Pennsylvania avenue, through Bri^e and High 
streets, In Georgetown 4,000 00 

For compensation to Alfred Rives, civil engi- 
neer, and paying the inci denial expenses in 
making surveys, drawings, specifications, and 
estimates for a bridge across the Potomac, 
under on act of Cangress 6,410 77 

For repairs of the Potomac, Navy- Yard, and 
upper bridges 8,000 OO 

For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue 3,000 00 

For public reservation number twn and Lafhyctte 
square 3,000 00 

For taking care of the gmnnds south of the Fres- 
idcntV llousc, eontinning the Improvements 
of tbe saute, and keeping them in order. 3,000 00 

For the erection of stables and conservatory at 
the President's House, to replace those about 
to be taken down to make room for the exten- 
sion oftlieTreasitry building 80^000 00 

For tlie prrservation and improvement of the 
circle at the interaeclinn of Psnnitylvsnia and 
New Hampshire avenues and K. and Twenty- 
Third streets 1^ 00 

For completing the grading and graveling New 
Jersey avenue from north U street to New 
Vork avenue 7,000 00 

For the payment of laborers employed in shovel- 
ing snow from the walks to and around the 
Capitol, the President's House, and other 
pnUic buildings i 500 00 

For repairs of water pipes 500 00 

For ooBllnuing WashinctoD aquedoct 1^000,008 00 



For coatinolair the impicrt— I of JiMht 
mtuate, repairinc feBcatf aad "rttliag 9m 
pavement aroond ike some Mm ^ 

For completing the Impnmmat ef aspnik 
of the Botanic Gaideti |h i 

For eontinbu tbe grading sod planiitBidt 
ireesthewitmproyedportHmordieliM,*.. lojen 

For repairs of the ftrnMcos wider ibe 8wk 
Chamber aad gUMeme Cowrn w ja. 

For United StaM C^tiUl eAeHkm .M^! 

For cooctauiBg the work of the mrw itmi ttm 
Capitol ...JliVf 

ForezteaaiOBOflboOoBeral FoatOOee Jhig. 

For enloning tbe htmat Ar ■ ruwnm bfi, 
post oflfee, and eout mam, M BrfUo^ Hem 
York Mmi 

For iDcidentak aj^. 

For ealamiBg tbe buHduf far m autom-bMia,. 
post omco, and ooan-bossa ai CUeaio, Hi- 
aols .Milk 

For incldenial enenses ajga 

For the constrMuon of a cusnmt-honst, Uuvi 
States court-rooms, and post office, u Cain, 
Illinois SUII 

For Uie construction of warehouses at Qmu- 
tine Station, on the Hisafaaippi river, betov 
New Orleans iojhi 

For the continuation and completion of He eoi- 
unu-boose, poet office, Itc, at Onbnqae,lon, W. ( 

For contingenclM i^t 

For flanging footway In the Cosigressioaal Bsiy- 
Ing-Oraund, iiom the entranee of ibesMKU 
the Government vault ytl 

For the coUectioa of afriealmla«)islies,ia*» 
ligations Ibr promotiof afrinUnra and rard 
economy, and the procniaauntaaddisoikau 
of cuttings and seeda, to be axpeaded sate 
Ihndlmriinn nf ihr rfwaaiis^nnrrnf Pitriu 6UI( 

To enable the CoiaaiiaaiDiter of Puents to cot. 
lecl and report informaiioa in relatian to tbe 
consumptirai of cotten in the aereiai censniH 
of the world tt* 

To enable tbe Seeietary of the taterisT is 
the superinteudoat of the boitdiag oceafid 
by said Secretary and bis Depaitment fhia 
tbe first day of Jannaiy, eiahica haiiM tM 
tbirty-five, to ibe iMrtietb Juac, eigbteeaksi- 
dred and thlity-eight, the allowance lo be nait 
to such superintendent with hissolaty udnt 
not tn exceed two tfaonmiddolleis per sssaa, 311 
For Haling the main avenue in the Boooc 

Garden, and for sione gutter Ibr same Ul 

For the construction of a wooden bridge, wiUi i 
double track, across the canal on the list <f 

Maine avenue l^f 

For amonatdnethecontraciorson tbeeoDstr■^ 
tion of the marine hospital at Vieksbari, Ib- 

sissippi rrrr. mi 

For the continuation aad eomplelioa «f ibi 
United Stales conrt-bonae aad psat vtct « 
Indlanapcdis, Indiana. RJ>* 

For contingencies Ul* 

For the continuation aad cooapteifoa of ihi 
buildings fbr the United Bcates conns aad fm 
office at Ratland and Windsor, Venaoai.fiM? 
thousnid doUara each- UH 

Ror eontlageacies Uki 

For enmpletlng and fitting up the post oCec ■ 
the building erected fbr a eastDm-taasse tai 
post office at Ctoclnnati ISI 

for eompletiu the cuHOfB-4K>M at B«iii«, 
Maine, and nr fomisfaiiig the saaie 1^* 

For condngertciea Ik* 

For comueiing the caatoaHioosa ai BiA, 
Maine ."..^ i*» 

For fencing and grading Iba iita of Ibe lu i l m 
house at OuhfMalae IUf4 

For enlarging the cnstom-bavse at Ogdadoii, 
New York, and providiitg for tbe uses of m 
United Stales courts and Uwir Fcdeial oAKn, S '< 

For contingencies V^t 

For reuaviuK Peansylvuia avsaue si the iMir- 
section or Beventn street, the width sT md 
' street, on the plan known as " BoigisB fan- 
ment" »■* 

For fhmfstiing lamp posts and lamia oa ibi 
north, east, and west aides of La&yeltsifHU), 

* and for taking op and rcJs^ing the fbotwip 
on the south side of said square, and oadrr 
draining I he same 

For expenses of packing aad distribaliDf ibe 
Congressional Journals and doeunwnu » 

fiursuance of the pravisioiw contained is tbe 
oint reeolation ol^ Congress, appcoved istt- 
ly-eighth January, eighteen bundled and lilt^ _ 

seveu 

For a small class revenue cutter, to bs laewi 

in the cotleciirm district of Key West- U"' 

To enable the Secretaiy of the Treatury w east 
such experiments and ana^ses of didereai Ml 
of ore as to teat whether any of such om,i* 
their native state, possess alloys that will roiit 
the tendency to oxydiae to a grcaur eiKK 
than others, and to ascertain under nbsidi- 
cumstasces they are tbund, and wbete. b 
order to IkeUltaie the proper salectiaaftfina 

for public woiks. 

For completing and fUnishing the birihliDf pot 
chased of the Bank of Pennsylvania, to ithix 
It to the usee ofa post office in tbe city of Ftul- , 

adelphis ...lOV* 

For expenses of loans and Treasury noia.bemf 
so mucbof the amount of such amropriiUM 
herettrfbre made as was carried to the *a'7|^ 
fltnd on the thirtielh June, ei^teen buDdrn 
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Appropriatwns, 
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RnaUe the Pmident of the ITolBBd Bium to 
>rry ininefiteltlwaetofCioDfreMorthethlRl 
(arch, eighteen bandied tuA DlneMen, and 
ly Bubaequent acta noiv In fMCS for tlie 

-csBion or the iliiTe mAt t6|000 00 

snabletbe Secretuy of Bute to psy RirUie 
irvicea nf Dr. Junci Morrow u ^jricultarirt 

Uie Japaa ejtpedltfon under Commodore 
iny, Buct) Bura u 111011 be tinind dne under 
c act for bis relief, BpproTcd eichtmutta Feb- 

ary, eijihteen bMBOrMMUlfll^-Hrai. 5^BK 60 

the erectloa of (I temponiy ctphol Ibr Wub- 

gton Territory , 30,000 00 

n peDitcniiuy in tbo some Terrltnry, iodn- 

ra oftho e)ie«of the bnlldfiigsi 90,000 00 

inablo the Coromltiee od Uie Librvy to eco- 

ici with Mr. HealytbraMrlMofportnitiof 

n Preudenu of tbo United SlueiRir the Bx- 

utivo Mamtion, or, In the diMrelion of the 

mmittee, to purchase sucb of Stnart'B por- 

iltfl of tlie Pregldents asaballbe for sate..., 5,000 00 

building a conrt-hoase and post office at Ba- 

:gh. North Carolina S0,000 00 

building a rourt hooee and post office at Co- 

mbia. South Carallna SO/HW 00 

buildiiut a court-house at Madison, WiecoB' 

> 50,000 00 

a coun-houiic and poet office at Memphia, in 

e State of Teni|««B«e a0,lkW 00 

a bulldiDgatTallabasBee, Piofida, to accom- 
odate the United Btaiesconrtaand post office, 00,000 00 
lUpply a dt-ficiency in the appropriation fbr 
e ■alnries of the Judns ofthe circuit and or- 
■■iw> courts of the Dlitrict of Columbia, for 
>9 year endinj; June ttiirtleth, eifhteen hnn< 

ed and fllty-eigbt 4,090 00 

the completion of tlie United States conrt- 

luse and poet office at Key West, Florida. , , 90,000 00 

cnnUogeQcles 3,000 00 

a euilable site (br the same [IndMnlte.J 

cnnble the President of the United Staiea to 
tpoini or employ, In his official house bold, 
e following officers, to wit! oneprinteBec- 
tary, at an annual salary of two tboiuaDd 
lu hundred dollars ; one Hteward, it an an- 
lal salary of twelve hundred dollars, who 
lall, under the diroctian of the President, 
ive charse nf, and be resnonatblefbr, the pint* 
Id flimitiire of the Prf-sfdPnt's Mansion, and 
lall dincbaige supli other duties as the Presl- 
;nt tnay asRlgn him; and one meiaenger, at 
1 annual Kalary of nine hundred dolloni; to 
le ihinieth of June, eigbteen hundred and 

Ity-cialil [Indednlie.] 

continisent expenses of the executive office, 
icluding Btationet7 tbcrelbr, to be eipendcn , 
ndcr tlie direction of the President, fh>m the 
tte of tbi» act 10 the tbimeth June, eighteen 
undred and finy-etghi 750 00 

continuing the lyitem of pmeeting bnnuui 
n> l>om elilpwi«iefc,as berelofbra estnUished, 
/ lifc-boata and otiter neftiM, on lha coast of 
laiwachuBens ; ibe'aaid aum to be expended 
f the Doeton Humane Boclciy, under the 
irecttnn mmI eontrol of the aeeretarjr of the 

rcaanij. lO^OOO 00 

eiinble iheSecreuiyoftbaTrauHiytoeaiMa 
I be canxtmeced nt the el^ of Boatnn, hi die 
tatc of MaaMichnieiu, • sidlable fire-proaT 
lildina for the occomraodatfaM of the eircttit 

id diatrlet eowfaoT On ITaiwt BMea W 

enable the Seeraiary of the laMrior lo.em- 
oy in the trfAee of Indiaa aflUn, tm tem- 

miry clerlu dwhif the flnal year 7/K» 00 

enaue the pnqier accountiag oOem of Us 
reaaury to raKzaMlae the aecoBnt between 
le UnllMl StSMe nod the Slate of Haiylaod, 
I the itimB woe, fhim Hue to liaae, adjtMM 
idertlieantpaeaed ea ihe dUrteenth May, 
in tbaasaiid eight headred and twenty alx, 
ititled " An Kt antbotixine the payment of 
.terest due to the State ofMaiylaod," and 
1 anch nVzemhwlhm to aiaamn tiie mmm 
ipetided by the Sim of MeqrhuM] Air iba 
•e and benefit of die Unltod Siaue, aed the , 
ima refunded and repaid Iwthe United 8tUM 

the said aiate,nBd tba llaiai oTmeh 
ente, as being correctly stated hi the aocomit 
I the same ha* hereiofwe been paaaed at the 
ruaaoiy Department t but hi the caleuhuioo 
' InieresCi due ander the act aflmaai^ the 
Uowing nilaa aball be obe ei red, to wH : !»• 
rest aball be calcnleted ap to the thne of any 
■ymeai aude. To iM> tatefeat the pameat 
■all be Hiatapplted, and If It eieeed toe la- 
rnat due. Hie balance shall be applied to 
minish the principal. If the payment ftU 
lort of the interest, the balance of Interest 
mil not be added to the principal ao aa to 
roduce intcrert. Second inieteat aball be al-- 
•wed Ihe Stale of Har}-land on each sums 
ily on which the said fltatechhernaldfaitonu 
r lost interest by the tiaaalbr at an laterest 
!aiiD( ftind [ladeflnite] 

•8,315,9b 73 



the act to BQppIy- Deficiencies in the appro- 
irialiona for tne serrioe of the fiacal year end- 
\\e- the thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and 

ifiy-Kven. 

or the compensation of tbeoAoets, ckurfca, mmiiaf an, 
and others, receirtog aa Mffimfl Mdary In Iba a ew hw 
ofiheBeniMtViai 



For an additional mussenger lyom Ant Pebntluy to the 
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fldy-sevcn, at 
twelve hundred dollars per annum #406 W 

Por Increase of eompea^atioQ of the supcrln- 
tcndcntln charge of ihp Srnatc furnaces, from 
fbnneenUi Au^st, eighteen hundred and Htty- 
iix, to thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and 
fifly-aeren, atone hundred and twenqr doilnra 

per annum in adJllion to former salary 104 78 

Fot contingent expenses of the Senate, t|s : 

For the CongresaloQti Globe, and binding die 

same 3^ OB 

rnr m firntinxml ffi T j i mt a i It/ «■ ff tnef e 

Por clerks to eommltiaea, pagea, ptrika, bataee 
and carry-ails , 14,701 00 

Por auuloneiy 4,000 00 

Porienofdagpioeaedhqp 10,707 44 

For aiWellaaeoas itema S^OOO 00 

For clothing for the Army, camp and pntaoa 
equipage ZafiSt 18 

For the regular anppUee of the qaaneraMMai^ 
denaruneot, coiuisttag of (hel fiir die nfficere. 
enlisted men, guard, hospftaljStorehouBea, ana 
otflces, fan^ in kind for the borsea, mnles, 
and oien of die quaiteimaaier^ depanneat 
at Itae BBTCfalpoetB and atationa, and wldi the 
armies In the deld ; for the hones of the two 
regiments of dragoooa, the two mhnema of 
earalry, the rMiment of mounted riflemen, tba 
compenleeofljibtnnillery, and each compan- 
ies of infhntry aa may be mounted, and (br the 
aotborixed nttmber of oAcen' horses when 
serving to the Held and at the ontpoatti of 
alraw Ux aotdlan* beddhM, and of ataiioBefy, 
ineftiding company and ouier blank-booka Air 
the Army, certificates fbr discharged aoldian, 
blank fbrma ftir the pay and qnaftaniaaiar*a 
depaitmonta, and for the nriuling of divialoo 
and depattmeat orders. Army regulation*, and 
raporn .000,000 00 

For the Increased compensation of clerks In (he 
assny office In New Vnrk, auihorized by the 
act of third March, eighteen hundred and dfty- 
llvo 3,000 00 

For the Incidental and contingent expenses of 
the branch Hint at Ban Francisco, Calirnmia, 40,000 00 

Por the aalanr of the surveyor genpml of Utnh 
Territory, for the fiscal year ending tblnieth 
June, eighteen hundred and flfty-flvo 50 00 

For amount due for the construction of the ma- 
rine hospital at Vickshurg, Hississippl 769 58 

Porunount neeeesary to complete the custom- 
hou»e at Louisnlle, Kentnc»-< 48,000 00 

For amouut necessary to cooiplete the ooatom- 
honae at Bath, Maine 5,500 00 

For compensation of two clcrka In the Depart- 
mentof State, aathorixed byiheact of Con- 

Cress approved eighteenth Auguet, eighteen 
undredand filly-six, beingfrom the eighteenth 
Aivna^ eighteen hundred and flny-alx, to the 
Ihirtictn of June, elglueen hundred and fllbr- 

aeren 3,1»43 

Foreonti*!^ ezpemtt of tkt Uoum tUfr^ 

taUatiw, fix .* 
For (hiding documents, including folding paper, 

envelopes, and other folding materiala 90,000 00 

For ftamiture, repairs, and boxes for memben, , fi,OUO 00 

For laborers 3,000 00 

To indemnify Uie clerk forauchBumaaabemay 
have expended fur hooka under reeolution at 
House of IlcpTec«ntatire« of July seventh,- 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and to en- 
able him under snid resolution to Airaieb for 
each member and delegate of the Bonee of 
Representatives, who has not beretoflve re- 
ceived tlie aame, tbe fhtlowing ennmerated 
bookM, via : Gales ti Beaton'a Eeglster of De- 
bates, Congressional Globe and Appendix, 
Public Land Laws, InMrucUons and O|unlons, 
EUioit's Debates, Diplomatic Correspondence, 
Opinions of tbo Attorneys C>eneral, In Ave 
volumes. Finance Bcports, Gales h. 8eatnn>a 
Annal'a of ConsraxB, itHm Adanu^ works, 
Jefferson ^s works, to be auralied from the 
numbprs of said work now In chares of the 
Librarian, Hickey>a Coaatimdoa, and Mayo 
and Monlton^ PeAsiOB and Booaty Land 

Laws 138,000 00 

Contingent expenses H<nse of Baprasenta- 
tivea: 

Por Btatlonery 8,550 00 

For mlacellaiieons itema. 5,000 00 

For the purebaae of one hmianed and Ibrty-two 
copies of the ar«t and tenth volnmea of tbe 
works of John Adams, Rnr the members ofthe 

■ Thirty'Seeond Congress 038 00 

For the reappropriation of five liimdred and 
Oitfuy-ltve dollars heretofore carried to the 
surplus fbod, being the amount approprtatod 
for the engraving of flfYy^oiie tbcnuand flvs 
hundred and iwentv co[ries 1^ tbe meebanfdil 
part of die Patent Office Bepoit Ibr dgbieen 

hundred and flfty-one-om 885 00 

To sappte tbe deflelencv In thei^pinniladon Ibr 
books mr membeis or the ^linF-Tbird Coo- 

grcM 3,000 00 

Por Capitol police 900 00 

To enable the Cleik ofthe House of Bepresent- 
atirea to pay to Jolin C. Sivea the additional 
compensation for the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix provided In Ihe sixteenth aecUoa of 
the act making appitoprlntlon (br certain civil 
expenses of the Ooveniment (br Ihe year end- 
ing thirtieth June, elghtoen hundred and fi(ty- 




To enable John C. Bivea to pay in the reporters 
of tlie House tlio usual additional enmpcnsa- 
tloo for reporting iho debates of the present 
sesidon, eight hundred doHun each #4,000 00 

For Ihe completion of the printing hcrctoftire 
ordered by tbe Senate and Houm of Repre- 
•entativea, and paper fttr the mne 950,000 09 

For fees of wilnusses in bobalf of the Ouvvm- 
ment In Uic Uoart of Claim*, and of agents or 
BUomeys to be appointed by the fiolielior 
thareortoattendtotbeiakiiVOfdepooUisna.. S^QB 

■fray. 

To meet the expenses of nurses nnd altendsala, 
authorinod by die Uiird section of the act of 
eixteeath Ai^ust, eighteeti hundred aodfilty- 
alx, entitled "An act proviiling lor a uocos- 
sary increase and beitiT organisation of tlie 
medical and hospital department ofthe Anny," 
(hm the date of said act to thirtieth June, 
elghuen buodted and flity-ecven 85,000 00 

For a reauproprimtioo of finr thniuand dollars 
of the balance of tbe a^roprintinn for tbe 
medical and hospital dcpanmenta, wMcb was 
carried to tb^ lurpina fund dtfriieih Jvne^ 
eighteen hundred and flfty-thren, (bribe piv- 
msnt of claims anplicaUe tn said department, 
seeming during iha war with Mexico, imd not 
yet settled by tnoTriiasun Dcpnrtnicnt 50^000 00 

For trauHportation of me Army, including the 
baggage of tbe troops when muviDg eitlier by 
lano or water, of chHhiug, camp, and pini- 
aon equipage from the deoot at Pbilndelphia 
to the aeveral posis and Army depots, boras 
eqaipawnts, and of luhsi-'tsnce from the 

Slaees of purchase and fhnn Uie idaees of 
ellvery, under coattact, to sach place* aa Iho 
elrcumatances ofthe service may rvquire it to 
bo sent, of ordnance or ordnance stores and 
small-anna, from the bnoderlea and sraeaals 
to the sTBenals, fbniOcailODS, IVontlor poata, 
and Army depots; fMgkts. wlurfiue. tolls, 
and forsgea ; Ibr ihe porcosae and nirc or 
horses, tnules, and oxen, and tbe nurdiBsn 
and repair of wagons, carta, drays, aniys and 
other sea-going vessels, end ooatB Ibr tbe trans- 
portation of BUppllea and forganiton parpft>es j 
Ihr drayage and cartage at the several posts, 
hire of teamsters, transportation of funds for 
the pay and other disbnnring dupartmeniK, the 
expense of sailing public iranaports oa Ihe 
various rlycrs, tbe Gulf of Mexico, and the 
Atlantic and Pacific, and for procuring waw 
at each posts as (Vom their situation require 

that it be brought from a distance TOOyOOO 0# 

For oom^t^ltng the repairs of the branch Hint at 
New Orieaoa and rendering the same firs- 
proof. 19^ ^ 08 

For seamen's wages, repairs and Incidental ex- 
penses of light vessels, oceaeloo^-d by dam- 
ages, loss nf moorings, and for necessary ex- ^ 
pcnses in recovering said veasels broken adrift 
during tbe laia atonna and lyeaheta, and by 

fioadngice 48^ 8» 

For expenses of raialng, deaninf , painting, (a- 
pairing, remooring, and Hupplyiiip losses of 
buW) and (br chains and sinkers, occasioaed 
by damage, tosaea, and Ibr neocaMry ezncnsss 
in recovering add restoriag buoys ana their . 
sppendagea during die laie aUMins and (Mms 

and by floating !c« 37,589 88 

Por reBtoriog splndlea and repairing dy-baaeons 
destroyed or damaged by tbe wte storms, 

ftoaheta, and floadng Ice 14,508 8t 

For dethiying expeosea of tbe deftose of snita 
agaloRl the United Sutes (br lands occupied 
by marine boapitaix, lifht-housea,andfbrttBca- 
tions nt the harbor of^Bsn FtsnciscA, Callfbr- 

nia 30^818 08 

To delVsy expenses -Incarred In preparing ptaas 
and estimates of cost of a new Jail for tne Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and of a building (br the 
proper aceomiDodation of the Depaitment at 

the Interior SOO 00 

Por tbe extra compensation given by each of Ihe 
two Monsss of Con gr ess, in dm yearsighteen 
hundred sad lUkyw 10 iM oflGeia and am- 
lihqrdB .[ladeamifc] 

#9,133,013 88 



Act makii^ sppropriatioM fi>r tlw Naral Serrioe 
for the year endinr the thirtieth of Janet eigh' 
teen hundred and Ifty^ight. 

For pay ofcommlssinn, warrant, and petty officen and sea- 
men, biclodtng Ea0iieer Corpe ofthe Navy,#U56|498' 88 

For provisions Ibr coauaisslon, wanaat. ana 
petty officers and seaawa, lucioditu enfuioen 
and marines ailacbed to vessels nr sea-aef- 
vlce 850,400 8t 

For lncr«>ase, repair, armament, and equipment 
of the Navy, including the wear and rear of 
veascla in commiasion, (bel fbr steamera, and 
porchase of hemp for the Navy. 9,877^08808 - 

For ordnance and ordnance aterea and small- 
anna, including Incidental expenses 304^188 00' 

Vai contingent expenses that may accrue fiir the 
(bllowlngpurpoBfef, via': Freight and transpor- 
tation, printing and stationery, advertiiir^ in 
neivspapen, books, maps, models, and draw- 
ing, porchue and repair of fire-engines and 
machinery, repairs of and attending lo steam 
engines In navy-yarda, purchase and matnte- I 
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cmns, itaatMr wb«eli, and the parciuM u4 
npttn 9t wMknmi^ tools, pnMM< oT puMIc 
iMien, AmI) oil, wmi eudlu for aary-ywda 
ud ■bore-flUttou, mr of wucliMmt >M in- 
eUeatal labor, not chwaMUe to tmf MlMT u- 
pnptutloa, tnaimrtstMB lo wmA iuor MHsl- 
iBf tbe delivery of p wwWo— and kmm on 
fixcten wattoai, wbuiiM, ioekafa. a»4 rent, 
BmToitM eiptwaa of pM cm i aadotbaii nBdar 
Ofdon, Ainml •zpesMi.MHe and oAce rent, 
■tM lc» M y,flirt>e o aiaaltitoM and puro^ dark* 
to navy agmii and itorAMpera, 1m|i, awn- 
iHga, aM packing bosM, pmniumt aad other 
azpaaoe* of racrnniDR, ■pfrebendinf d — at tera, 
par diem pay to peraoiM auendlnf coarU-tnu- 
tlal and eoora of laqaliy, and other Mrrlcaa 
authorised by law, pay lo Jodgea-advocata, 
pilotage and towage ofveMels, and uaiataDea 
to reMeli ia rflfHeiM, UUi of heeJUi and qnar^ 
aniine bmbb wi of Twaihiof the United Staiee 

Navy in Rtreten potto. tKOjiW W 

To enable (be Mcratary nf the Navy in am aoa 
man lha ordnance abip Plysooib at the Waah> . 
ington Navy- Taid , with a view to the lotprora- 
BfatofMaoaneaandgaaaetypnetlca tt^OOO 00 

MAun CoBri. 

Pot pay t^ tba aflceraf non-cnviBlirioibad o4l> 
can, nnaiclaiw, and privaiea, cleifca, newen- 
geiat Memtdo, and aemnu, fbr raliona and 
etoOIng fbr •errania, aabalMeaee and addi- 
tional raUom fbr dTsyean'aervlee ofodken, 
Ibr andrawn clothing and raiionB, bountiei for 
reuiuuneuu, and pay (br a ne spired tenaa of 

preThNu aerriea..... 359^1 68 

For pnvlaiOBa fbr marlnei Mrrtawanehon,.,, M,531 00 

ForcMiing 55^00 

ForfaH 90;H1 00 

For BiUiiary Morea, npaba of arms, pay of ann- 
oier, for accoutennenta, ofdoance itorea, tap, 

dnuM, fifiM, and mailcal initramenia S/no 00 

For uwwponaUoa of oOceia and (raopit and 

espeoiea of recratting IB/M 00 

For repair^ of bBtracki, and rent of tempoiaty 

banicka and oOces B/WO 00 

For cootlagmeiea, vis : Freight, ferriage, toll, 
. cartage, Hid whaifbge,eompeaMtlonto]udgee- 
advoeate, per diem for attending courta-mar- 
ual and coaru of iaqulry, for conrtant labor, 
bovae rent in Ileo of quaitera, burtal of de- 
ceased iiiartnei,println|, stationery, postage, 
apprehenrfon or deserters, oil, candles, gas, 
fonge, straw, ftimlMre, bed -sacks, spades, 
shovels, ases, picks, carpenters' tools, keep ct 
a borae for tbs messenger, pev of matron, 
wsthrrwoniDn, and porter at toe nospltal bead- 

Jaanen, and for ibo bnildlng of two dstenu 
I headquarters K,90D 00 

Natt-Yardi. 

ForlhaeMstnictiMiandconqilethNiDfworka, 
ud ftw ttw cnnam npain u ibi aaranl 

P u i lm tmlkt Jfkw Hn^Mre. 

For miavlBff ladga, eoal-bauaa, ofleaa, and 
niMter-raOBi, taak-abcd, lodge tor ordiowy, 
caglM-boaBa, ftr prepnrug moorinn fix- the 
fc^baslB, fepaln ofiOl Hnds m/Ofi 00 

Boiton. 

For addltiooal Morv u> pacfcing-hotM and pnr- 
mt'f f|D(«; HaDonkment atonnd mdNAa- 
■bopt ntiuilwni|i»-wnIk;eitenalonafdty- 
doek: for eoinpletlon of fonndery, machine, 
and Doilerahopi completing dock aofiue, 
diedge-boai and scows; reaervoiri water- 
clB|«a and Coating stuea j npaln of all 
Uada *...\T iao;uQ 00 

Mw TbHfc. 

War reservoir, yud ftnce, water-etoseis, and 
UgbtniDgntfi; paving and fiaggUig; lepalnof 
dry-dock i qnay wall ; diedji og ; englae-boaae ; 
gompletlaf lhnndcTy,mact|lneandDol*afahopt 
complelbif a ml thai y, atfw-mlll, and Mipan* 
MM' itopt ttmbar shad; haMu^ plwnien' 
and UoakibopimuddBery for OMindeiy, boiler 
riwp. HnUbaiy, and coAfi-mUl t lUUng m new 
pnw n aaei repairs of all kinds 3Bll,m 00 

For tbe oamtmcUon of n newer unn FtaMtalai 
•foana to Va»daiWI A tfioneo ihimmS 
dta United Btatea grondi to Uw Wallalmu 
Water 60,000 OO 

FkUtddfliU. 
Hag nddlMmi to mihery, addldoa to aaghia- 
bmiaa*di«d|laK«bnnMila,npaimarab kbd^ 13,015 00 

Waikington. 

For eomplettnr slottlnr-macbine; grading and 
fllllng yard I dredging; muster oAlee; macMn- 
aiTnndtaala;repoinof all kiada U^6 00 

JTorfhik. 

For uay wan and dredgl&g: ezteiuion of boiler 
ana forge sbop ; a Umber shed i commencing 
sblp-hoase number forty-eight; commencing 
vie coal Lng eatabllabment and mirser's store; 
AiraaeesjCnitea, and tools for roundery; spar 
shed ; completing ship-house B ; shed Dumber 
ibny-el)dit, and atoie-boaae nimber fimneonj 
eompletJng dock-eaglDO Ud caipaatan' dhnp ; 
npataof^UadsTr. 366,813 OB i 



For extension of granite wharf; fbnndery (dredg- 
ing ; laundilng ship ; improving spar pond and 
ratlwaytosarae; compmincflrecngtne-bouse, 
rail tiaeks, ateam, box, pilen, and oil booaes : 
repairs of allUMls 4903,000 00 

Manbimmd. 

For timber shed, with mold loft above ; coopers' 
and painlsbop, with tank sbed; coppersmftbi', 
tinnBr*', and plombeis' shops; two Mocks of 
oilceia' hoosee; two cisletM: pcfBamnt 
whari;MMfla||Mfi,gndlagnadpBrlM|i r*> 
pairs of all kinds 



Sadua't Hmhor. 

For repain of iMHw— r Itaew, and «dtar 
Mldhgs. 1,000 00 

HoirrrAi.t. 
FortbaoaMtnMltaandoORiplMkNinrwoflEa, 
and for ttw ewMi NBito of tha aavanl u- 
nlboaftali: 

FornpianarbMlUliV a,6M 60 

JAwYddfc. 
For eoBplailaieeaiolafy, vepain ofbaDdhUi and 

itacaerTTTr. rrTTT.... 7;wi do 

For aooth wall on ilhippen amat ; grading, pav- 
ing, and cnrbiog Shlppcn siroet : repairs of ' 
fwoacaiV pales, eleanii^, and wblttwaahlng; 
caa, water rant, and Aunitwai rapaira of ali 

S3a 7. ....rr. IVMOO 

For boUdiiig and eompleling ■mgeon's house ; 
repairs or brick walk, and current repairs of 
buUdlaft ai,llS « 

P«iiMwAa. 

FordiainlncudfllHnfponda,udftriaMrBli»- . 
palnofbSildinii....: .VTT^ ll^OO 

Maoabimbi- 
For the eoaatmetton and completion of works, 
and fbr the entrant refnln of tbe several 
naval magaxinet: 

PorfmotUft, AVi9 Omftkin. 

For fitting and flunisUng ordnance baUdlng ud ^ 

condncun, and for lepaln oTall kioda 4^93 0^ 

Boiton. 

For iqialn of all kinds 1,000 00 

AVtp Ywk. 

For eoroirieilaa of anmr, loaded sball-bovao 
and gun-carriage sbed; sighting gnMind for 
cannon ; new gtin ground ; Hnall row-boat and 
■bed ; repairs of wharf; i>ew pier and boat aUp 
at Ellis's Island ; npaln of all Uada 30,036 00 

PMIarfrfpMa. 
For buUdlng wharf at Port Miffin, and repairs 
of aUklndi T!T7.. 10,107 60 

Wn}ungton. 

For repairs of Ofdnanaa building 4,600 00 

M-tnfolk. 

For ordnance bnildtog, engine, aitd madilneiy, 
sea-wall at Fort NorMfc, and ftpalta of all 
kinds. 66,066 00 

PeMoeofa. 

For repairs of all kinds 1,000 00 

Forpayofauperintendents, nnval coostnicton. 
and ali tka civil establishments at Uie savsml 
navy-yards and ataiions «... .196,368 00 

Fo^tbo purchase ofnautical instrumenta required 
for the use of the Navy ; tbr repain of ibe 
same, and also Of astronomical iiistrumeais ; 
and (or the parefaase of nautical books, maps, 
and charts, and for backing and Mnding the 
same 18,000 00 

For priming and pulilishitv salliog dlracUons, 
hydrograpBical surveys, and aatronomicai oh- 
aervauons 15,000 00 

For coDllnuiug the publication of the seriea of 
wind and current cliarts, uid for deftigriug all 
the expenses connected tberewiiii 1^000 00 

For moitcls, drawing, and copying; poatage, 
IVeight, and traof>[>ortstion ; (or working lith- 
ographic prem, iDcliuliug cbomicalai for Keep- 
ing (toandd In order ; for fuel and lights ; imd 
tea all other eonlingnitaxpenaat of me Unitad 
States Maval Otactvaioiy and Hydmgrapldral 
OOoe 8,000 00 

For the wt^es of peraons emplored at the Uoi- 
ted Btaiea Naval Observatory- and Hydrwaph- 
ical Office, viz : One lithcfniplier, one initni- 
mont maker, two watchmra, and one porter. , 3,160 00 

Forereclii)a,l(n(unvcment,nnd repairs of build- 
ings and grouudi, and support of the Naval 
Academy at AunapoUsiHatyland 49,307 23 

For preparlnf CwanHiealkNi IM Ainaiicu Nan- 



For prf paring for pnbUeaim *a sanraya M tte 

late ezpedilion lo the Nenh PaciOc ocean and 
Bpliring's Straiu, and for Onisbing tbs publi- 
cation ofihe charts made by the bu expedi- 
tion for tbe eiploraiicHi and snrvef cf the river 
La Plau and iribotaries 

For tbe reappropriation nf title sam, (carrisd to 
the sorplus Ajuul,} b«ing the aaooau dae 
Tbomns Damnm, of Conneeticat, Ibt sriM 
money, as appears than Ibe prixe list of lha 
Erie squadron no fUc in the oSoe of the Fo«nh 
Auditor of tbe Tieanur UiS 

To enable the Secretary of the Nan to test oae- 
fUinventionaand discoveries apfMieaUe to and 
dealgned to advance the cAcieneytrf'tbeKarf, U^M 

To cDsble the decretary of tbe Navy to cause lo 
be constructed for (he United Slates Navy, si 
as earlyadayaa practicaUe consistent wiu a 
doe re^trd for ecooomy and efficiency, five 
sloopa-of-war, to be provided with setew two- ' 
peileia, and properly armed and equipped for 
wrvlce i said vessels and mncbineij to be built 
by oonlTBCt, or in the Government navy-yards 
as the Becretary of tb« Navy may think most 
■dvinble fbr the pnUic interest \J»fm N 

For canyiag oat tbe pmrlaions of tbe third sec- 
tion of the act to aatend an act entitled " An 
act to promoW Ibe efficiency of the Navy," 
granting one yrar's duty pay to the dropped 
officen who ahallooi be restored to the Navy; 
and that all of said dropped oflleets Aall He 
entitled to receivo the same fbrtbwiih ; and if 
restored to the Navy, the amount no received 
under this provision shall be deducted from 
the pay lb which they will be entitled under 
the sixth section of the said act to aoteod tbs 
*' Act to promote tbe efficiency of Ibe Navy," 71^ N 

To enable the Secrvtary of the Navy to caotc to 
be extended and completed the exploration of 
the Poiana and the trioutarles of the Fatagoay 
river 

To enaUe the Secretaries of War and the Navy, 
under the direction of the President, to empln^ 
such ofltcers of the Aruiy afld Navy as may be 
necessary for ifae purpqne, to make ezploniion 
aiMl verification of the surveys already made 
of a ship canal near the lithmna of Darien, to 
connect the waters of the PaciOc and Atlan- 
tic by the Aij^ and Turando rivers !K,OM 

For preparing, artangiug, claMifying, and labeling 
the specimens of natutal history brouAt home 

gi the North Pacilb; Gxploring and Sncveying 
zpeditiaa,Bitd foricporting i£e aama toCon- 
grrae with the appropriate ura wings and cata- 
logues 15^ V 

To pay the surviving officers of the Navy of the 
BepuMlc of Texas who were duly commis- 
sioned as such at tbe time of annexation, lha 

Sj of officera of the like crades, when wiii- 
j orders, la tbe Navy of the United Siate^ 
for five yaawfhm the liaie of said annexatkMjind taria.) 

»i3,fleaj6i a 

By tbe act nwViDK u>propriatioii for tbe tnai- 

gortatioa of the United Statea Mail, by-Octn 
teamert and otherwiao, during the fieal v* 
ending the thiitietli of JuiM, etghieeo hnnm 
and fifty-eight. 
For tnnsponation of tbe mails fton New York to IM- 

pool and back, OSIMN ■* 

FortransponatlonorihemBUsfrani New York 
to New Orleans, Cbartastom, Savaaaab, Ha- 
vana, and Chagrea, and hack Ml^ ■ 

For traoeportation of the mails (tnm Panama lo 

C^lilbraia and Oregon, and back ■ 

For tbe service of tbe Post Oflko Depanateat 
for Ibe year ending the thirtieth oTlnne, one 
tbonaaad eight linodred and flf^-ei^it, out of 
any moaqm in the Treasury arMng from tka 
revenneo of said Department, In conformity 
to tbe act of the secoitd of July, one ibnuaand 
eight hundred and Ifalny-six : 
fior tnnsponation of the maila between Oberles- 

ton andHavana , SO,W " 

For transpnrtatkm of iba BMtli acraoi tta Istb- ^ 
mua of Fanama 13S,0MH 

fl,13Cffll W 

By tbe act to eonatruct a Buildinr for a CuUOQ' 
House and Poat Office at Portfa Amboy, Nt* 
Jersey. 

For the conetmetton, in the dty of Perth Amboy, in <^ 
State of New Jersey, for the accommodation of a cW» 
bouse and poat office, of a brick building, perfecHi fc^ 
proof, with doors con«tmcted4f Iron beamti and Itin 
arches, and an iron ronf of fbcn-Ora by thirty-t<vo 

and thlny-two feet high «SO.OQa « 

To cover contingencies .' 9.W0 « 

To purcbaae a suitable alu {Ivittii*: 

By the act proriding' for the constraetion of > 
Mtliuiry.Road between Fort Steilatwom aw 
Be»ingfaBiD Bay, in itae Terriiorj of Waib* 
ington. 

For the pmfooa of eon Arwrting a mtUiaiyroad Msxm 
Fon ataUacoom aad BawiaAam Bay, to tbe Tcnwg « 

WmUivuhi .77.,.:..... <^"g 
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Bj dw aet f«r the oonnhifttion of a Road ib tiw 
Territory of Nebrasl^ 

For 0M cofutraetkm of a nwd fhm tbe Ptane river, vta 
the Omaha reaem mad DstakoM Cliy, to the Ronntng 
Witer rtver, In tbe Tairitory of Nebraaka.. .. taO.OW 00 

By tba resolution to prevent the Counterfeiting 
of the Coins of the United St&tefl. 

To enable th« Secretary of the Treaury to came Inquiry 
to be made by two coinpeient commuBioaers ioio pro- 
ceaaes and meana claimed to have been diacovered by 
J. T. Barclay for preventing the abraatoo, couDterfeilinf , 
and deterioration of th« colna of the United Statei, and 
to report tbe reautta of tbe aald inqniry to Conffrea* at ita 
• next ceaajOD. with Ilia opiaion aa to tM pnbaMe value of 
tta« alleyad ^acoveriea 00 



By the ant for the relief of George K- McGun- 
negle, eurviTing partner of tbe fate firm of Hill 
and McGuonegle, of St, Louis, MiMouri. 

For tbe fmtaa ot « balaaee dne bf the-Vnited StMei to 
Hni and Mcflnnne|te, (Or coaunlaaaryaad other auppUea 
flir^rtwd ftw OMHw oftha lUMlimttMa, ta «Am 



hasdradaad titiny^wo. 



•7 



By tlie aet for the relief of James Harrington. 

For ioaa of time add ezpenae Itumrred during atckaoM, 
eaoaed hf meltini lead while In tbe employment of the 
Uniied SiatH «500 00 



By the aot for the relief of Peter QroTer. 

For Iniuriea received while In tbe amptoment of the Uni- 
ted Biatai In a dangnrona aervice, and fiir medical and 
otltaraxpueealncinnd la eooMqnance thereof, 9600 00 



By the act for Ae relief of A. S. Bender. 

ITor hia aerrtcei aa anperlntendeni of the United Statea 
lead mlnea of the upper Hiaslaaippi, Cnm the aeeond of 
Ancpat, elfbteen hundred and fony-iour,to theaixteenth 
of October, elgtaeen taundred and (brlv-aeven— it boinf 
the diflbrence Mtween bis pay aa aech aupcrititendent, 
to which he fa entitled, and ibepayof acdnaaaperintend 
eat, which ha did receive Air Ike aame period, 91,981 93 



By the act for the relief of J. Randolph Clay. 



To OKf to J. Bandolpfa Clay, Envoy ExiraordlDary and 
HiniBler Plenipotentiary ofi 

•nmakt of Peru, the diffitreace between the aalary al- 



r of the United States to the Oov- 



sivuBuw jLwu* uiD uiuviEow miwvEJi ftuD ■■iiujr al- 
lowed Um as CDaq;4 d'AAirea fhan th« eixteeaih of 
Marak, eighteen hundred and ony^Ihree, (ibedate of bia 
■ ff OiB l meat asHiBlater,) to the thlAletb of June follow- 
ing, after wUeh be was allowed a compenaaiton accord- 
fog 10 Us rank 91.31fi 00 



By the act for ths relief of Hannah F. Nilea. 

To pay unto Hannah P. miea, or to her legal repreaenta- 
Cives, in oonaideratlon of the meritorlona aervicea of her 
fctber, Oapialn Boban Nilea, daitas tiw war vr UM Bev - 
olimofl 99,000 00 



By the act fbr the relief of tlie larTmng children 
of Sarah Crandall, deceased. 

To pay to^e aarviving ehlldreo of a&rah Crandall, de- 
ceaaed, nie aom of idne^-air dollan per annum, Horn 
tbe fim day of Janeaiy, eighteen bandied and tliny- 
e%ht, to tbe date of her death, being the amonnt she 
would have received per atmnm, under a apeclal act (br 
bcr relief appoved Jalf twenty-Rwr, efabieen hundred 
akBdMHbar^hadaha auvlviid .3. .[IndHlnite.] 



By the act for the relief of Cbarlet L. Denman. 

To pay to Charles L. Denman the sum of two buhdied 
dollais, tbe same to be in fliil contention of a like anm 
by Iiim advanced to tbe PaciDc Hall Compaoyi for the 
passage of two Ameriean dtize&s from Acapulco, In 
Mexico, to San Francisco, California 9900 00 



By the act for tbe relief of Joseph White. 

F*or tlieamoimtefaM»vlvmlMBkeenilledtabecredited 
to Um, la navy agent, u satatng Us accounU at the 
Txvaswr 9»l 03 



By the aet for the relief of Amos B. Corwine. 

For moneya expended Vy him In fbrwanUng destitute cid- 
wenm of Um United States Don Panama to Ban Fnn- 
«lKM 987,804 33 



^ the act fer cb« ,«ljer of the bein of Mi^or 
<3!Boe|. . Arthur St. Clair. 
•57?*^ "i '*tJi[^ <^ **• ^ M^ovOeMial Arthur 



^ of the Tmsnry be, 
sad ibeeM topayio tM 
^«»enl Aftbvr Bu Cutr— one 



By the act fbr the relief of James P. Fleming, of 
Augusta, Geoigia. 

For extra services lu tranaportipg ibe mails on route num- 
ber thirty-three thonaand three hundred and ttiirtmn, in 
eighteen hundred and flfty-fbur $ 1,450 00 



By dte act for tbe relief of John H. Home. 
To|MrU>J<An H<Honie,of Htmitilppl 98S0 SO 



By the act making; a reappropriaiion ftaia the 
sarplue f\ind for the relief of Lieatenant John 
Ghieet, United States Navy, and others. 

For the balonce remalning.of tbe appropriations made by 
Congresa in the yean eighteen himdred and forty, and 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, for the survey of the 
coaat frnmAppolactileola Bay to the mouth of the Hisais- 
aippi river, for the ascertainment of tbe practicability of 
establiahing a navy-yard and naval station which should 
best snbeerve the protection ofth^ commerce of tbe Gulf 
of Mexico, which balance has been carried to the credit 
of the sunrins flind, be, and the nuDie i* hereby, reappro- 

S dated for the payment of the sum due Lienlcnnat Jiriin 
'uest. United States Navy, (six hundred and seventeen 
dollars,) for services rendered in such survey, and fbr 
other lawtUl claims of offlcem who were employed in 
that survey j 91. .60 49 



By the act for the reUrfof SUly T. Mathews. 

For the services of her late husband, William P. Mathews, 
as an extra elerit in tbe Treasury Department, between 
the flrtt Septeaiber, eighteen hundred and lortr-two, 
and the Ibuneentta day of May, eightean bandrut and 
fony-lhrse 93SI 00 



By the act flu- the relief of Banadell Peggt 
For Ibe nmoant of dMisrence of pay received by htm as % 
watchman at the cast wing of ue Patent OflSce and that 
received by tbe oOierwatcBman of sold building, from the 
twenty-tnitd July, eighteen hundred and (bay-nine, to 
flm October, eighteen hundred and ftlty 9">o SO 



By the act for the relief of Mary Reeeide. 
To pay Mliy Beeplde, executrix of the will of James Rae- 
slde, tba aan of one hundred and eighty-elg^t ihonsand 
ftwr hundred and alneir^z dollan and aix centa, with 
interest thereon fton the aixtb day of December, anno 
Domhii eighteen bandied and Ibny-one, being in rail for 
the amotint doe upon a verdict and Judgment Aereota 
rendered by tbe cbeidl court of the Uiuied States fbr (be 
eastern dlitrtct of Pennsylvania, hi a salt la tvhicA tbe 
United States were plain tifli, sod ianua Keedde albre- 
■ald wsi defendant [Imleflnite.] 



By the act for the relief of Joseph D. Been, of 
the city of New York. 

For Interest and damagm on a Mil nf ezchante drawn by 
Thomas B. NaUe, a purser in tbe Navy of the United 
States, on William Ballard Preston, late Secretary nf the 
Navy, for twenty Ibonsond dollan, payable to the order 
of Thomas Ap C. Jones, commander -in -chief nf Uie 
nciflc squadron, three daya aiUr sisht. dated the tweaiy- 
llrst day of Jauuanr, anno Domini (Sghteen hundred and 
ilfty, nnd indoisea byTbomas ApC. Jones, to Modiill 
and Company, or order, and by diem to the order of said 
Joseph D. Beers [rudefioite.] 



By tbe act for the relief of the Officers and Pri- 
Tateaoftlie"GliDtoii Onards,"of theeotinty 
of Maeomb, in the State of Bucbigan. 

To pay tbe aceonots of the company of Miehigan mtiitia 
known as the " Otiaion Omtds," of the third regiment, 
third biinde, tUid division of BUeUgBa militia, in the 
GOoniT wMeoomb, bi eUd Stsie, apen saiisfhctory proof 
Ibu ihejF wan ordersd Into sat^iea of the United States 
by tba CfoMmer of Ae ssdd Stale of Htebigon, on requi- 
altien of tbe United Slates Maisbal, Ibr tbe maimenanee 
of the nenunl obUgsHons and laws oftbe United Katet, 
in Ibe year anno Domini etobieai boadred and iMrty- 
eifbt, and that they readered serrtee in pnnoanco of 
BsIdiBqnlsitieB [Indaflnite.] 



By tbe aet for the relief of tbe Heirs of the late 
Colonel John Hardin. 

For the amount of tbe balance due them under die agree- 
ment between General Wilkinson and Colonel Bardln, 
and to be In full aatlalhction of all claints on their part 
against the Qovemment of the United Sates., 95,0Oo 00 



By the kct for the relief of John C. McConnell. 

Forfteshbeefftiralsbed byhim to General Qnitman>flbTl' 
gade of volunteers in tbe Mexican war In April, eiabtecn 
nnndred and fbrty-seven ^093 43 



By the aet for the relief of Whitemarsh B. Sea- 
brook and others. 

To ezatnine and settle, upon die principles of equity and 
JusdGe,die claim of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, WllUam 
C. Meggett, Benjamin Bailey, W. E. Wood, Edward 
Milcbeir, Joseph J. Mnrrav, Charles Townsend, John 
Patterson, -William R. Hart, Joae^ Jenkins, Edward 
Baitey, Henry Bea rook, Caio A. Beckett, Benjamin S. 
Whaley, laaac Auld, John AUcock, James B. AdaiM, 
miiBiB Beeketr, Edward Beekait, Aosia Baeheit, WU- 
Hhb 0. BsTMiri, Ma BajnS, EfMm BqpMurd, 



Cbartes Bailey, Henry Bailev, Prsnclil' Bowler, Heniy 
Calder, Jame* Clark, Sen., Riib^rt Chfsholm, Oablwl 
Unwibrd, WlHiani Clement, Jameii Dignon, Thoitaoa 
Danmire, William Edingt, George W. Frveman, Barney 
Oilbett, WUtiam Htmnoban, Jua., Henry J. Jone3,ChTiii' 
topher Jenkins, Benjamin W.Jenktns.UobimS. Jenkins, 
Daniel Lowrey.RobmMntoii, Ephraitn Mikftll, John C. 
nikell, Joaiab Mikell. John Mikell, ^n., Jtrim Haven 
HatthewB. Esaac C. Moses, Mungn Mockny, John Mc- 
Dougall, ItobcrtML-LMid, John Pillanv, Bcben Pillans, 
John PatticHon, William Seabrook, Gabriel Seahmok, 
Joseph A. Seabronk, Andrew Seabrook, Lew* Strobel, 
James Swinton, Christian Sialt-y, Daniel Bbandley, An- 
drew E.Th«;er, Daniel TownMUid, Thomtw Tninp«n, 
Genree M. TOWen, Edward Whaley, Jdsenh Wlialpy, 
Will^ WUUnson,OHTlst(MirrWIIKInson,Morinn Wil- 
kinson, Thomas Wescoat, WlIHam J- WescOat, RnndaU 
Wescoat, Walley Meggett) Mfngon CrawTmd, and Jo- 
seph Beamcr. they beiift the OfBrpra, muxicianit, anil pri- 
vates composing tbe Bdlste Island company oi miliriti, in 
tbe State of Sonib Canlhia, la the war of eighteen hun- 
dred and twelve ; and diat he sllow 10 those named who 
are iiWng, asd the beln of tbosh deeessed, tbe smoefi t of 

Ey and allowances In frilich each of them would have 
n entitled, necordin? 10 dieir respective pwitions, un- 
der the repilailona of the service at tliu ume, fSr sadt 
length of time as ihey shull each of ihem be proved to 
bave served in defease nf said Maad dnHng Ibe lald wart 
and that be allow ittem Just sod rca«Mable ronpensalkn 
Artbe manrial and labor wliccb shall be jimved to have 
beoi exilcndeil by them In tbe ereciinil Of tWo (brtMfca- 
tions on that Island, ibr die purposes of defense in aStd 
war [Indeflnite-l 

By the act for the relief of C. B. R. Senneriy. 
For dwdkal servtcea rendered ibe lallltarr escort of ibb 
United Stales boondatreomnrission bitheyeavseMiteea 
boadred and flfty-fbar and eighteen bandnd am nfty- 
Ove .T^TTr. .9SWJB6 

By the act for the relief of Jesse Mbrriaon, of 
Illinois. 

For damage In being dispossessed of his storehouse at Port 
Jackson, Michigan Territory, Ibr use of tht United Stales 
military (bree. and fbr rent of the said stotehnuse by th^ 
Government auring the Black Hawk war 8600 00 

By the aet for the relief of John Shaw, a eoldter 
in tbe war of eighteen bandied and twelve. 

For bis exttaocdbMiy seivieas sa a seem sad apvoa iN 
aimer HIsBlsii^ Aontfer fa die war of ellbteen handrsd 
and twelve .T!7r7l 9S,W M 

By the act for the relief of Thomas B. Steele* 
Passed AssietaDt Surgeon of the Navy of the 

United States. 
Pot the difference of compeniatlnh to an asslitani lUrgeoA 
and a paaied assistant sni«eon. ftooi the twenty-fourth 
April, elgbieen hundred and fllty-two, to the' twenty-first 
Aprlli eighteen handred and fU^-five 9717 68 

By tbe act for the relief of John Huff, of Texas. 

For damages done 10 his propertv whilst liiil house nitd 
immisea were la possewon m a baitalloti of Unittal 
Statea Infeatiy in December, elghtsea hnadred and forty- 
eighl i, 9')^ ™ 

By the act for ibe relief of Oeoi^ Schellenger. 
For daaugea aoatained by him by reastm of dcstraeiioa nf 
gmper^bj^die amy of ibi United Stsiea dartgj^^i^ 

By the net for the relief of Lyman Pf. Cook. 
For an annual pension of twenty-two d<dlara and Bny 
cents per month during his nauiral life .[IndeBniie-J 

By the act for the relief of William Kendall. 

For all articles Aimisbed by him to soldiers there recruited 
or stationed during the late Mexican war; and in alt 
esaei where tbe several amounts claimed were regularly 
entered on the original muster or descriptive rolls which 
acoompanied tbe detachments (tnra said fort, and wen 
ihoa charged aaainst the respective soMlera, but wen not 
iransftrred to the company roHs, dot retained out of the 
eoldlen' pny and alfcwed toiba said KeadsU, [Indofi^uJ 

By the act for tbe relief of the beire of Samuel 

R. Thurston, late Delegate front Oregon. 

For the dISbredce between the payhe has already received 
fbr mileage and that now allowed 10 and received tij tbe 
present Delegate . [Ipdeflnlie .] 

By the act for the relief of Collins Boomer. 
For tbe sloop and provUiona captured from him, in eighteen 
bandied and thiiteon, by die BHdsh, in consequence of 
Ua empkqraMnt of tbe akMHi la the eoBveyanee of Amer- 
ican troops upon the liver Bt Lawrence 91,1)00 Ott 

By the act to reimburse the estate of Joseph 
Clure, a paymaster in tbe war of 1813. 

For tbe amotut of a Judgment paid by said McClure to the 
United Statea for moneys paid out ay him, fbr which the 
von^en wete boned, nit which was paid by bim to Us 
nflBsat. <»1 3» 
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hy ihe act for the relief of Dodd Piatt. 
BmouiK of tlie differaii<?e betwean tba laXmrj racelred 
him u Becnury of LfgaUoa at Farii, and ibai of 
Clianild'AAUm. Tor tba icnn oflbaitaandiTa in Ocuker, 
•aao jDomiDl elglitmii himdted aod W^Riar, and fton 
dw tmnty-alitn dajr (rf OeccBber, utno Doninl eMiteaa 
handtad and Unjr-lbar, natil tits Mm OTMajr, anno DobiIbI 
aifhMga tiuodred and ttriy-flve, aad alM from tba third 
to Uw alewMb day of Septembar, aaao Daaiiai eiRbuwo 
bDBdrod and Alty^ve «3,114 W 



B7 the act for the relief of Wiltiam L. Daridaon. 

Allow 10 WUUam L. DavidMm. tat himMlf and tUe other 
cbUdren of LfcutenditColODel William Dmviilion.ortbe 
Nortb (;aniUnaline,tii tbceontinenui my*it}b»vtaixA. 
State*, who wai kiUcd in bwtle on Ui« Ont of Febniary, 
■eTenteea hnndred and rifbiy-ono, at Cowan Ford, on 
tbe Catawba river, ibe amount of tba balf pay for «enn 
TMia of tba aald Colouol DavidMa, aa a Ueoieiiant c<ri- 
onal of iBbouy .[IndetoHe-l 



Bj the Ml for the relief of CommBflder John L. 

Saunders. 

For eotertalntnf, on board the ihlp Bt. Mary's, Colonel 
John C. Eldnage, whiiit a Iv^rer of de<patcbM (com 
Peaaaetria lo Aranui, In September, elfbieen bundrrd 
and fwty-Ove DO 



By the act for the relief of Adam O. Steuart. 
Vkm dlllhiffa batweea tba aan conlraeied la ba paid to 
U«aaiibatwtalebbareeaived 47,307 so 



B7 the fcct for the relief of Joeepb Graliam. 
For bia MrTicu as aeHnf ebarge d'aflkirei at Boenoa Ayrea, 
from the third day of Annut to the olaventh day of Sep- 
lenibar,eiKbterntiondre<fanddfty-two; AmntbPlwenty- 
flftb day of November, elcbteeii taundred and fifty two, 
to tba tWRDty aixth day or March, elfhieen hundred ano 
Al^-three ; aad from tbe tbirty-fimt day of March, eiftt- 
taen hundred and day-four, to Die twentieth uy of 
October fiffiowii^ •4,4n 60 



By the act for the relief of Robert S. Wimberly. 
"Topav tohlm.from tbc flrst day of December, eichleen hun- 
dred and fifty five, eleht doHara per montti, uom thtince 
during hli(the aaid Wimberly'a) aautfal life, [ladeflnite.] 



By the act for the relief of Thoinae Crown . 
Vlar Ibe aam to wUdi ha la anHilad onder a eontract mode 
br htm on the itataeMh dn of Maicb, elghwen hundred 
andtwea^-rii.ftartbedMlveryorbrielu to be oMd lo 
tbe brtifieatloiM u Oak lalaad, at tbe moatb of Cape 
Fear rlwr, in Noith Carolina 93,S(Ki 00 



By the act for the relief of Matthew O. Emery. 
For banUnff maiMe for tbe Govemnent from tfaeaevnitta 
da]r<rf'8epteiidier, elfbieen bundred and fifty-two, to the 
eleTeatbdayorAprir,el|bteen bundred and ftfry tbree, 
wUcb aeeomit ia set ootln tbe petition filed by the elaim- 
BOtlnlUseaBa #3,375 00 



By the act for the relief of Mra. Mary Oay. 
To pay the widow of the late William Qay, Indian anent 
far the Shawneea of Kanna Terrluwy< tvtao waa kilted 
While in the didcbar|e of bia official duilea, a» indemnity 
to com' bif salary, tbe amountof money of which he was 
robbed, and the eipenies of tbe widow and htnily In re- 
taining to their borne In tbe Bute ofMichigan, ta.OUO 00 



By the act for the relief of Jefferson Wilaon, ad- 
miniatrator, with the will annexed, of John F. 
Wray, deceaaed. 

To pay tin sum which was paid by John F. Wny, de- 
ceased, for three quaners oi^tlon rtiteeo. in Inwnihiu 
nine of range five, eaMof the meridian line, of iIm Chick- 
asaw lands In tbe State of Miwisslppl, the title to wliich 
tiact of land has been wiliulnd by ibe competent Uibu- 
nals not to have been In the United titaiea at the Ume of 
""•^ fBOa IB 



By the act for the benefit of John W. Cox. 
To^aee thename of Jobn W. Cox, of the State of Ken- 
ncky, upoB tba n>U of Invalid pensioners, and pay to 
Mama the lltst day of January, ei^teen hundred and 
llftr-itt, eight doHaia per monib auring his natural 
Ua rind'^nltei] 



By the act for the rdief of the aumnng Children 
of John Gilbert, a revolutionary loldier. 

To pay the surviving chiMrea of John Gilbert, late a soldier 
In Colonel W. B. Whitiog's regiment, tbe fall pay of a 
private, under the act of Congrew of the seventh of June, 
eighteen bnndred and thirty-two, (o the time of bii death, 
on Ibe twelfUi day of April, eighteen hundred and Sfty- 
two f Indefinite.) 



By the act for the relief of Catharine Y. R. Coch- 
rane, aole surriTing child of the lata General 
Philip Seliuyler. 

To pay to Calhartoe V. R. Cochrane, ta her legal repre- 
senladve, in Ibll payment and discharge of ell claims 
cn aeconat of lerviees rendered or losses snstalued 
to Oaneral IMUp Sebeyler tn the war of tbe Bevolu- 



By the act for the relief of William W. Belden, 
adminiatrator of Ebenezer Belden. 

For the aoMmat of Iom sustained by Ebenezer Belden by 
tbe destruction ofhiasiockof goodsbydie British, on the 
nineteenth December, eighteen hundred and thirteen, at 
Buflblo, New York, In eonsequenee of his store being 
used in part as a miiitary depot, by order of tbc (piarter- 
■waiarinenloriheUaltMdaiatetArmir.... 84 



By the act for the relief of the surriniigCbiklreo 
of Sarah Van Pelt, widow of John van Pelt, 
a revolutionary aoldier. 

To pay to the surviving children of John Van Pplt aad 
Barah Van Folt the peiisioii due to her, from tbe fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and tbiny-elght, to her 
death, which occurred on tbe tweniy-nintb day of Hay, 
, eighteen bundred and fifty-four, at tho rate of thirty-one 
dollan aad seventy-five cents per annum. .. .[InJi'ftiiiie.] 

By the act for the relie? of Paig, Mir, and Com- 
pany, of New Orleana. 

To release a Judgment rendered In the cirenit eonrt of tbe 
United Biates, in tin AiUi circuit and eastern district of 
Louisiana, on the thiriMDtta day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-four, in Uie case of tbe 
United States vs. Puig, Mtr, and Company, of New 
Oileans, ibr tbe sum of one ibonsand three bundred and 
ten dollan and flily-four cents, and interest thereon, 
beii4 the amoantoffiutles claimed to he due and payable 
to the United Stales 00 certain cofica imported into the 
port of New Orleans from Cuba, In the tjmnish brig 
'< Fepita;" and thai the said Secretory o I" the Treasury is 
taerKlty furilier authorised and required to ruleore a juilg- 
ment rendered in said court, at the same date, in Uic caite 
of the United States vs. p. Puig, and I*u^,Mir,aiid Com- 
pany, of New Orleans, for the sum or three ihousaiid 
seven boodred and sizty<oDe dollars and twelve cents, 
and interest tliereon, being the amount of imoon duties 
claimed to be due and payable to the United States on 
certain coflbe imported into the said port of N<-w Orleans 
from Cuba, in the SpaiiUli 1>ng " Atolayador but if ttie 
Judrmenis aforesaid, or any jinrt thereof, shall hsvc been 
paiiTby tbe defendants, the Secretary of the Triwury is 
bsretqp Amber amhonsed and required to relbnd to 
Ibam [Indefinite.] 



By the act for the iclief of Collier H. Mince, 
Philip T. Ellieott, and Lueretia A. firodie, 
adminiatratrix of Charlca Brodic. 

TopayioCollierH.Minge, Philip T. Ellicnti.and Lueretia 
A. Brodie, administratrix of Charles Brodie, tlie sum of 
six ttaouHand nine bundred and nineteen dollars and 
thimr-eigbteents.ta be divided equally among them; and 
to Collier H. Minge and Philip T. BMiroii, tlie sum of 
thliteeo thouannd nine hundred and thirteen dollars and 
aliiy-two cents, to be equally divided among iliem. Tbe 
aaid sums being In fbll for the amount due on a contract 
dated fifth December, eighteen hundred and thiny eight, 
for eieavating tbe channel on Dog river bar, in tbe Bay 
of Mobile «M,833 00 



By the act for the relief of the Heira of Witliam 
Eaaby, deceaaed, partner of Eaaby & Henly. 

For the value of three hundred and six barrels of lime 
shipped on board tbe icboouer Elizabctli on the fourth of 
March, eighteen hundred and forty -two, by order of Col* 
onel B. B. De Russey, for and on account of Port Mon- 
roe, Viniinja, and lost by the vessel getilng agrounif at 
CHd Point Comfort i^l3 10 



By the act for the relief of QeoTi^ Chorpen- 
oine, Jr. 

To enable ibe Postmaster Oeneral lo adjust aad aettle tba 
claim of said Chnrpenning,aa surviving partner of Wood- 
ward and Ctiorpenning, and in hlsown right, Ibr carrying 
Ibe malls by Sm Pedro, and for supplying the poet ofllcc 
in Carson's Valley,and also for carrying (wrtof the Inde- 
pendencemail by (jalifomia , allowing a pre rote increase 
uf compensation for tbe distance by San Pedro, for the 
service to Carson's Valley, and for such pan of the east- 
cm mall as was eanied by California, during all tbe time 
wheu aaid services were performed, as shown by tbe 
affidavits and prooft on file in the fiouse of Bepresania- 
tives [Indefinite.] 

To enable tbe Postmaster General to adjust and 
settle the claim of said Ctiorpenning, as survi- 
ving partner of Woodward and Cborpenniug, 
fordamagei on account of the annulment or 
suspension of Woodward and Cbotpennlng's 
contract Ibr carrying tbe United Stales mail 
from Sacramtinto, in Caliromla, lo Salt Lake, 
in Utah Territory, as shown in tbe alfidavlts 
and proofs on file In the House of Sepreseuia- 
tivea [Indefinite.] 

To enable the Postmaster General to allow and 
^ay to said Chorpeuning bis 1^11 contract pay 
during the suspension of Woodivard and Chor- 
ponning's contract, from the fifteenth day of 
March, eighteen hundred and Afty-three, tSthe 
first day of July of the same year ; and, also, 
to allow and pay to said Chorpenning thirty 
thousand dollars per annum from the first 
day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
when he resumed service under the contract 
o( Woodward and Chorpenning, down to the 
tenninaiioo of bis preMnt contract, which said 
sum of thirty thousand dollars per annum shall 
be in l.au or tbt coaiiaet ww widef both con- 
tnota...., pBdeflnlte-l 



By the act for the relief of Thomaa Rbodei and 
Jeremiah Auatill, 

To pay to Tbomas Rhodes and JenniahAa^fiirilNt 
expenses in conslruetiiig a road from Mobile, is .Uib- 
ma, to Pascagoula lMy,7or the trvuponaiioii of ibe mii, 
in tbe year eighteen hundred and tweat>'-eight, $t u 

By the act for the benefit William L. Oliver. 

To place the name of William L. Oliver, of Divin mmt;, 
in the State of Iowa, iipon the roll nfiovalid pm-ioiim, 
and pay him from the first day of Jannar)-, ei^iiTmi him- 
drsd and flfty-sii, the >am of ten doUan per mnmh im. 
lug bis natura] |Ub [ Indi-^niir.] 



By tha act fi>r the relief of Benjamin W. Snilb* 
wm. 

For die pay and Cmolamenis of a captain, tma Ibe dUFoT 
bis resignation until he was informed by faiscnmniuNliw 
oflleer of the acceptance of the same, and dMlii^ 
from lb* service of the United Stales ; dednrtiui i>k'te- 
from such amooat as may bave been paid hin fbrM- 
vleee during tbe aame time [Indrflahr.] 

By the act for the relief of Mark and RjcfaanI H. 
Bean, of the State of ArkanSBS. 

To adjust upon principles of equity aad Ja»lirc the cliia 
of Mark aitd BicbanI U. Bean, and lopay wttBtemmir 
be found doe, dedncUug what they may bavt bnruiTjit 
received tlS.n>.'4 

By the act for the relief of laaac Swain. 
For fM#it on stores for the Army «f the United Sum, 
from Benicia, in California, to tbe Gnvemuieni hulk « 

Ct londiiie near that place, and for injuries rpe«irriltf 
shb). Men Brooks, whilst lying at said poii DiJ- 

iiif T^T/. .'•MHu 



By the act for the relief of Robert Daria. 
FortbenlueorabonelostbrUmiBbeme fl^H 

By the reaoliiiion to authorize the Secretary 4 
State and the Secretary of the Interior to (elite 
the claim of William Carey Jonca forcerliii 
aenricea. 

For compensation for aervlces performed by him in tkt 
years ei^tcen hundred aad fony-nine andi-i^htrrnhst- 
dred and tkStj, as special agent of the United S(aif» a 
Mexico and Califbmia; and that Oie amount *rlii«h 
L : allowed by ibera shall be paid 10 said Jonw. m bs 
giving a receipt tbenfiir, aad in flril cumpenfUNB tr 
said aanrkea {iBdrSnit,] 

By the joint reaolution in favor of J. W. Nft- 
For Impravemenls made upon the public poaads, An widct 
he baa raoelvad ao rnmpsawrtMi « 



BBCAPITULATIOW. 

Leglalative, Executive, Judicial, QtU, and MiKd* 

neoua 

DiplomaUc and Consular l,Oei,ii:il i* 

Indian Department, Eevcdutionaiy, Invalid, 

and other Feations StASB^^ 

Army, PoriificaiioBB, and HlUlaiy Aead- 

emy 19,«6,Itt« 

Navalaanrlea 1^96^1^ 

Post Ofllce Depanmeot H,47V** 

Ocoan BtNm Hall wrrloe I,l20,a»* 

*i3jia^» 



lI.--OrriCBB CBUTBD, !» TBE SaLAUU 

TBiaBor. 

By the act (chap. 45) making apfHupriatioiu f'' 
the support of the Military Academy for ik 
year ending the 30th June, 1858. 

A professor of Spanisb> ai a atlaiy of four ihoasndM- 
lars per annum. 

By the act ^chep. 57) to divide the State orTctf 
into two Judicial Diatricta. 

A Judge to be appointed for tbe western distriet itf TrA 
to receive tbe same coiapensatloa provMad for the 
Judge of the district of Texas. 

A district attorney to be appcrinted for Ibe wettm 
Irici of Texas, to receive tbe cmolumenu providMl tf 
for the attorney for the eastern dlstricc . 

A aiarshal tn be appointed for tbe western distnci 
Texas, to receive the emol omenta provided by law 
marshal of tbe eastom district. 

By the act (chap. 62) to establtah Auguaia, in 
State of GieOT^, a-Port of D^rery. 
A aurveyor authotlnd to b« appointed, 10 rtsida al l^ 
ponof AugoMa. 
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Appropriations. 
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By the set (chap. 90) making appropriationa for 
the earrent and contingent expeniea of the la- 
dian Department, and Tor fulnlling treaty attp- 
ulations with rarioua India'n Tribei, for the 
year ending June 30, 1858. 
An addltiou] Indian agciit, at fifteen bondnd dollan 
per annum- 
Two agents— on« tbr ladienil In tTtab, and me for (be 
WlKbetu and neighborinf uibei, at an uiaual niary of 
one tbonaand doUan each. 

A superintendent of Indian effiiln fbr the Teirltories of 
Waehinmon and OregoD, at tlw annual salary of twenty- 
five hnndred dirilani. 

A luperiatendent of Indian aflUra fbr the Terriioiy of 
New Mexico, and one for ihe Tmitorr of Uiab, cacb, at 
the annual laluy of two thousand dollan. 

the act (chap. 91) to establish an additional 
Land District. 

A reciter and a receiver auiborized to be appointed for 
the Chippewa land district, escb " to receive toe cooipen- 
■atiOD wblcb may bereafter be prescribed bylaw In relation 
to other lend offlcera of the United States." 

By the act (chap. 93) to establish three addi- 
tional Land Districts in the Territory of Ne- 
braska. 

A register and a receiver authorized to be appointed Ibr 
each of the land districts of Nemaha, South Flaite, and 
Dahkota, to be entitled to Uie same emolumeuu to wlilch 
other land officers of tbe United States are or may be 
entitled. 

By the act (chap. 94) to. establish three addi- 
tional Land DiBtricti in Uie Territory of Kan- 
sas. 

A reciter and a leeelver authodaed to be aimolated Ibr 
An Delaware land district, the Osage land dlanict, and tbr 
tua western land district, eact^to receire the same enolu- 
ntents prescribed by law in retadon to otber land officers 
of the United States. ^ \ 

By the act (chap. 100) to diTide the State of 
Missouri into two Judicial Districts. 

A Judge for the eastern district sntbnrized to be appointed, 
to receive on annual aalair of three thousand doluue. 

A distriet atlQmeyaad maiahalaiuboriMd to be appointed 
Ibr 'the western district. 

A olerkftiTtlM eastern distrioisntborised to be appointed 
by the Jndge of aeld district. 



By the act (chap. 102) to constitute Selma, in the 
State of Alabama, a Port of Delivery. 

A surveyor of the customs authorised to be appointed, to 
receive ibe salary and emoluments prescribed by the act of 
Congress, approved Qd of March, 1831, for importing mer- 
chandise into Pitlsburg, Wheeling, and other places. 

By the act (chap. 105) to establish a Port of 
Entry at Femandina, in the State of Florida. 

Collector authorised to be appointed (br tbe district of 
Femiuidina, to receive the same compensation and fees as 
the collector for tlic district of St. John's, in tbe same 
State. 

By the act (chap. 106) making appropriations for 
the support of Uie Army for the year ending 
30th of June, 1658. 

Five additional milliaiy atteekeepera aalborized to be 
appointed, each to receive tbe ftael and quartan of a first 

lieutenant of tho Army. 

By the act (chap. 107) making appropriations 
for the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
Expenses of Government for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1858. 

Additional clerk fn the offlce of the Assfstant Treasnror 
at Boston, at twelve hundred dollars per otintuni 

Ono additional clerk of class No. 3, to be appointed by 
the Secretary of tiiue, at founeen hundred dollars per 
annum. 

Five additional clerks of class No. C, In tbe office of the 
Auditor of the Treasury for ttie Post Office Department, 
each, at fourteen hundred dollars per annum. 

By the act (chap. 108) making appropnations 
for certain civil expenses of thk Government 
fbr the year ending tbe 30th June, 1853. 

Ar additional appraiser general lo be appointed, and to 
be em^oyed in the porta of Florida, kc, at a corapca^- 
tion of two thousand five hundred doUara per annnm. 

A private secretary of tbe President authorized, at a 
sidary of two tbonsaod five hundred do) Ibis per annum. 

One steward of the President's household authorized to 
be ^ipoiBted, at an annual aalaiy of twelve hundred dol- 
lan. 

One messenger at the President's Mansion authorized to 
be appointed at an annual salary of nine hundred dol- 
Un. 

Fin taupamy ^fco aatbotised to be empl^ed in tha 
oAee of Inoiaa aflkfn, at a eompanHllaa irf fbsrteen hnn- 
dred dollan per annum each. 



III. — Orricn, tub saLaBUi or which havb 

BEEW IHCRBAIBD, WITH THI AMOtnrr Or SIKH 
INCBEatB. 

By tbe act (chap. 45) making appropriationa for 
(he support of the Military Academy for tha 
year ending the 30th of June, 1858. 

The master of tbe sword to receive one thousand flva 
hundred dollars per annum, with fuel and qnarton. 

By the act (chap. 55) to increase the Fby of tha 

Omcers of the Army. 

The pay of each commlssianed officer of the Army, In- 
clnditig military storekeeper, increased to twen^dollera 
per month; and tbe cummntation price ofofficen'snbrist- 
ence increased to thlriy cents per ration- 
By the act (chap. 90) making appropriations for 

Uje current and contingeat expenses of the In- 

man Department, and Tor fiil&lline treaty itip< 

ulations with various Indian tnues, for tha 

year ending June 30, 1858. 

The salaries of the agenu fbr the Sioux and Bendaola 
Indiana, for the Omaha weney, tbe Kickapoo aaeaqr, dis 
Kansas agency, and Ihe Ncocho agency, increased flnm one 
tbonsand dollara to one thousand five bandied doUns. 

One secood-claaa clerk in Indian bureau to be placed In 
tbe third class, (thereby Increasing bis salary mn one 
thousand four buudred dollan to one tbonsand atabandiad 
dollars.) 

By the act (chap. 106) making appropriationa 
for the support of the Armyior the year end- 
ing the 30th June, 1858. 

The pey of each of the maaler amorei^ at the naitOBal 
anQOiies, to bs fifteen hnndred doUaia per uaam. 

By the act (chap. 107) making appropriations for 
the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Ex- 
penses of Government for the year ending the 
30th June, 1858. 

Additional salary of the treasurer of the Mint at Phila- 
delphia, one thousand dollan. 

Additional salary of the treasurer of the tosacb BUat at 
New Orleans, five hundred dollara. 

By the act (chap. 119) to increase the Pay of th« 
CadeU at the West Point Academy. 

The pay oroe eadeta Inere as sd to lUrtj doOsn per 

month. 
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